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PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  COMMERCE.' 

Tlis  publications  of  the  BDTetiu  of  Foreign  Commoroe,  Depitrtment  of  State,  nre: 

I. — CuMMKKCiAL  Rklatioks,  being  the  nnunal  reports  of  consular  oncers  on  tbe 
Goinaietce,  iudnstrles,  navigation,  etc.,  of  their  districts. 

II. — C0S8DLAK  kBPOHTa,  issued  monthly,  and  containing  m ia eel lau eons  reports 
from  diplomatic  and  consular  officers. 

HI. — Advancb  Shebts,  Consular  Rbports,  issued  daily  except  Sundays  and  iejjal 
holidays,  for  the  convenience  of  the  newspaper  press,  commercial  and  mnnnl'ac- 
tiirlng  organ  1 7^11  on H,  etc, 

IV. — EiLPOBTa  Decijuikd  for  Tim  Ukitrd  States,  issued  quarterly,  and  contaiu- 
InK  the  declared  values  of  eiports  from  the  variQus  ouusular  diatricts  to  the  United 
Stattut  for  the  preceding  three  months. 

V. — SpkCIAI.  CoKslii.AK  KupORTS,  contiiiuing  series  of  reports  from  i^ausnlar  officers 
on  particular  suh.iects,  made  in  pursuance  to  instructions  from  the  Department. 

Following  are  the  special  puhlications  iosued  by  the  Bureau  prior  to  18!I0 : 

Labor  in  Europe,  IWJS,  one  volume;  Labor  in  Foreign  Countries,  1844,  three  vol- 
nmes;  Commerce  of  tbe  World  and  the  Share  of  the  United  States  Therein,  lHT!)i 
Commerce  of  the  World  and  theShareof  the  United  States  Therein,  1880-81;  Declared 
Exports  for  tlio  United  States.  First  and  Second  Quarters,  1883 ;  Declared  Exports  for 
the  United  Stato),  Third  and  Fourth  Quarters,  1883;  Cholera  in  Europe  in  1884, 1885; 
Trade  Guilds  of  Europe,  1885;  The  Licorice  Plant,  1885;  Forestry  in  Europe,  1887; 
Emigration  and  Immigration,  1885-86  (a  portion  of  this  work  was  puhUshed  U 
Cons u I. a'K  Reports  Ko.  76,  for  tho  month  of  April,  1887):  Rice  Ponnding  in  Europe; 
1887;  Sugarof  Milk,  1887;  Wool  Scouring  iu  Belgium,  1887;  Cattle  and  Dairy  Fann- 
ing in  Foreign  Conntries,  1888  (issued  first  In  ouc  volume,  nftorwards  in  two  volumes)  ; 
Techuirat  Education  in  Europe,  1888;  Tarifls  of  Central  America  and  the  British 
West  Indies,  1890. 

The  editions  of  all  these  poblioalionB,  except  Tariffs  iu  Central  America,  etc.,  are 
exhausted  and  tlie  Department  is  thorpfora  unable  to  supply  copies. 

In  1890,  the  Department  decided  to  publish  reports  on  special  subjects  iu  separata 
form,  to  be  entitled  Special  Cunbular  Gbpouts.  There  are  now  the  following 
ypRCiAL  Consular  Rkportb: 

rol  I  tlSVOh—CoWm  Tnxlllen  in  yuralEn  Coimtrim.  Film  In  &t>uil8b  Aniorlcn,  Cuw.t  Muiiiriuitiin 
Id  Forrltcu  Cuiintriea.  Malt  hdiI  B^r  in  HpaplBh  AmecJcH.  ud  Fruit  Culture  Jd  FurclL-n  CauDlriH. 

TeLi  {ISao  and  IWl).—ltetn£iiriHutiii.Bi\  Food  Prwervattcin  in  Fiire<!2n  CounCrlM,  Enrnpean  Eml- 
BTStion.  Olive  Culture  Iu  tlie  Alpes  MaritlmeH,  ud  Beet  tfugsr  InduBtry  anil  Flnx  Culnvalloii  In 
yoTBigu  Conntriei. 

rol.SIJSSi).— Streets  and  nigliiiBTii  In  Fiirelini  Canntrles, 

reUt  (lsllJ).~Port  KegulBlinna  In  Foreign  Coiintriei. 
_     VoI.C  i)J!9I). -Canal)  and  IrrlBBlton  In  Areign  Countries. 

la^oi 

and  Public  Chwi ties  In  For^lfu 

i.  10  (ISM).— Lewi  and  Zlno  Mining  In  Foreign  ConntrlH  and  EitenaUui  of  UarkoLa  fur  AmericMi 

4.  II  (IStHt. — American  Lnmlx^r  lb  ForelifD  Mnrlcota. 
■I.  13  tIS9S>.—michwa\n  of  ComiDCRO. 
.MJ(I«MonrfMS7)— Mnneyana  IMlos  in 


-Mnney  and  IMcih  in  Foreisn  C> 
iiB  I'nile  In  Forelini  CountrlM, 
S(ja|>  Trade  in  Fonlsn   Coanli 


H(IS9»).— ThBl)ni_ 

TolISUSm—Portl.  S(ja|>  Trade  in  Fonlsn   Coanlriea,    Screwa.  Nntn.  and  Bolti 

Countrleai  .Argali  iuEuropa,  Babbits  and  Rabbit  Furs  in  Europe;  CulliiHtloa  of  Haniie _.. 

Cgnntilea.    Fart  II.  Serlculturo  and  Sillc  ReellDg  and  Cultivation  or  tbe  EoKliah  Walnut. 

Of  these  Special  Co.vbular  Rrports,  AuBtraliun  Sheep  and  Wo'il,  Cotton  T<^x- 
tllcB  In  Foreign  Countries,  Files  in  Spanish  America,  Fire  and  Euiidinir  Kegiilntions, 
Uaa  in  Foreijjn  Countries,  Highways  of  Commerce,  Lead  and  Zino  Mining,  Mult  and 
lloer  in  Spauish  Amt'riea,  Port  Keguiationa,  Uet^igcrators  nnd  Food  Piescrvution,  Ya- 
gruncy,  etc.,  and  Turift's  of  Foreign  Couutries  are  exhausted,  and  no  copius  can  be  sup- 
plied by  tlie  Department.     Anew  edition  of  Tariffs  will  be  issued  aliont  June  1,1899. 

Of  the  mouthly  Consular  Kbportb,  many  numbers  are  exbansted  or  so  reduced 
that  the  Department  is  unable  to  accede  to  requests  for  copies.  Of  the  publications 
of  the  Bureau  available  for  distribution,  copies  are  mailed  to  apptiranta  without 
charge.  In  Tiew  of  the  scarcity  of  certain  numbers,  the  Bnroan  will  be  grateful  for 
tho  rotnni  of  any  copies  of  the  monthly  or  special  reports  wliich  recipients  do  not 
care  to  retain.  Upon  notilication  of  willincnoss  to  return  such  copies,  the  Depart- 
ment will  forward  franking  labels  to  be  used  ia  lieu  of  postage  iu  tlio  United  States, 
Canada,  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  aud  Mexico. 

rersoDB  receiving  Coksl'lar  Rkports  regularly  who  change  their  addresses  should 
give  the  old  as  well  as  the  new  address  in  notifying  tbe  Bureau  of  the  fact. 

In  order  to  prevent  confosion  with  other  Department  bureaus,  all  communications 
relating  to  Consular  Reports,  iocludlDK  Commercial  Hblations,  should  be  care- 
fully addreesed,  "  Chief,  Bureau  of  Foreign  Commerce,  Department  of  State,  Wash- 
ington, U.  8.  A."  ^^ 

'  FonnerW  Bnreau  or  Stallstln.  Name  ahanged  to  Bureau  of  ForBign  Oomoiereo  by  onler  of  Ibe 
Stwretarr  of  Stale  July  1, 1ID7. 
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EXPLANATORY. 

ity  couonrreiit  re.suhitiou  of  tlio  United  Stntcti  Scunte  anit  lloiwe  of  Reprewutn- 
tives,  adoptc<l  I'ebruarj  27,  1899,  10,000  copies  i>f  tho  Kuviuw  of  the  Worlds  Com- 
merce, intrortiiPtory  to  Com  mere  in  I  Relationx  of  tlio  United  Staten  witli  Fnreifjii 
Cimiitries  duriog  the  year  1898,  were  orJercd  to  be  printed,  separiitoiy,  fur  distribH- 
ttun  by  tlie  Department  of  Sl-ate.  The  livviuw  ia  also  printed  with  tlio  regiihir 
edition  of  Comincrciai  lieliitionB  (two  volumes),  of  wiiicb  5,000  copies  were  ordered 
by  tbu  Senate  and  Hoase  to  bo  printed  for  distribntion  by  the  Department  of  Stnte. 

Coninieri^ial  KeliitionB  is  vliolly  distinct  from  the  diiiiy  and  tnoiitbly  pnblicntionB, 
Consular  Reports,  the  Intter  dealini;  with  rnrrout  subjei'la  of  importance,  while 
Commercial  Relatiuoa  deals  only  with  auuaal  reports  a 

Ai>pli  cation!)  for  these  piiblic]itioiiH  nhould  lie  addrenseil: 

BURKAi;   OF   FlIHElUN    CO.M.MICRCK, 

Dki'artmbkt  ok  Statk, 

Wa»hingloH,  I),  C. 
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VALUES  OF  FOREIGN  COINS  AND  CURRENCIES.* 


Thd  following  atatemeata  «how  the  vnlnslion  of  foreign  coiiu,  as  ffiven  by  tli* 
Director  of  the  United  States  Mint  and  pulilialit'd  by  tbe  Secretary  of  the  TreoHnry, 
IB  compliance  with  the  first  section  of  tlie  act  of  UftTch  3,  IH73,  «iz:  "That  the  vaIiis 
of  foreign  coins,  OM  expressed  in  the  money  of  accountof  tbe  United  State*,  shAll  Ik 
that  of  the  pare  metal  of  saeh  coin  of  Htandnril  ralao,"  and  that  "  tbe  vnlnn  of  tbe 
standard  earns  in  olreiilation  of  the  Tarious  nations  of  the  world  shall  be  estimated 
aunntiUy  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  and  be  proi'laimeit  on  the  1st  day  of  .lamiary 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

la  compliaDco  nith  the  foregoing  provisions  of  law,  ananal  statenieuta  were  ibsuud 
by  the  lYeasary  Department,  beginning  with  tbnt  iutued  on  January  1,  167'!,  and 
ending  with  that  iMoed  on  jannary  1,  1890.  Since  that  flat*,  in  eompiiancc  with 
the  act  of  October  1,  1890,  these  valuation  statoments  have  been  issned  quarterly, 
becinniug  with  the  statement  issued  on  January  1,  1891. 

The  fact  that  the  market  exchange  valne  of  foreign  roii>R  difTers  In  many  iustances 
from  that  given  by  the  United  Sbites  Treaanry  has  been  repeated!?  culled  to  the 
attention  of  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  Commerce.  An  explanation  of  the  busis  of  the 
qnarterly  vntnatians  was  asked  from  the  United  States  Director  of  the  Mint,  and 
under  date  of  Febmary  7, 1898,  Mr,  K.  E.  Preston  made  the  fnl lowing  statement: 

"When  a  conntry  has  the  single  gold  atandaid,  the  value  of  its  standard  coinn  iB 
estimated  to  be  that  of  the  nomber  of  grains  line  of  gold  in  them,  4M0  gruinH  being 
reckoned  equivalent  to  920.67  in  United  States  gold,  and  a  smaller  number  of  grains 
in  proportion.  When  a  country  has  the  double  standard,  but  keeps  its  full  Ii'gnl- 
tender  silver  coins  at  par  with  gold,  tbe  coins  of  both  gold  and  silver  are  calculated 
on  the  basis  of  the  gold  value. 

"The  value  of  the  stanilard  coins  of  countries  with  tbe  singlo  dilver  standard  is 
calculated  to  be  that  of  the  average  market  value  of  the  pure  metal  they  contained 
dnrins  the  three  months  preceding  the  d&te  of  th^  proclamation  of  their  valne  in 
United  State*  gold  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  value  of  tlie  gold  coins  of 
ailvei. standard  con utiiea  is  calculated  at  that  of  the  pnre  gold  they  contain,  just  a* 
if  tbej  had  the  single  gold  standard. 

"Theae  valnatlona  are  need,  in  estimating  tbe  values  of  all  foreign  merchandise 
exported  to  tbe  United  States.  The  value  of  the  Indian  rupee,  although  calculated 
according  to  law  at  the  value  of  the  pure  metal  contained  (hereiu,  has  a  commercial 
valae  atiove  the  value  of  the  silver  bullion ;  consequently  tHe  value  fur  customs  pur- 
poses is  determined  in  each  case  by  the  consular  certilicates  attu'hed  to  the  invoice 
of  exports  from  that  conntry  to  tbe  United  States," 

The  following  atatemente,  rannmg  from  January  1,  1874,  to  January  1,  1698,  have 
been  prepared  to  assist  In  computing  the  values  in  American  monpy  of  tbe  trade, 
prices,  values,  wages,  etc.,  of  and  in  foreign  countries,  as  ^veu  in  consular  and  other 
reports.     Tbe  series  of  years  are  given  so  that  computations  may  bo  made  for  each 


jeM'  in  the  proper  money  values  of  socb  year.  In  hurried  computations,  the  reduc- 
tion* of  foreign  onrrencies  into  Ameriean  currency,  no  matter  for  how  man;  years, 
are  too  olten  made  on  the  bases  of  latest  valaatioue.     All  computations  of  values, 


trade,  wage*,  price*,  etc.,  of  and  In  tbe  "flnctiiating-corrency  oountriea"  should  1m 
made  in  the  value*  of  their  onrrencies  in  each  year  up  to  and  inclndiug  1890,  and 
in  the  quarterly  valuations  thereafter. 

To  meet  typographical  requirements,  tbe  quotations  for  the  years  1876,  1877,  1879, 
1S81,  1882,  and  1891-94  are  omitted,  these  years  being  selected  us  showing  the  least 
dDCtDations  when  compared  with  years  immediately  preceding  and  following. 

To  save  nnnecessary  repetition,  the  estimates  of  valuations  are  divided  into  three 
classes,  via,  (A)  countries  with  fixed  cnrrencles,  (B)  countries  with  fluctuating  cur- 
reneiee,  and  (C)  quarterly  valnatious  of  fluctuating  currencies. 

"Corrected  to  February  15,  1899. 
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A. — Couniriei  trf(A  jJrfd  currmdei. 
The  follairtng  offlrlnl  (Untied  SUCeg  Trouury)  valuatlona  of  foreign  co'lna  do  Dot  iDcluda  ■'«(«  of 
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VALUE  OF  FOREIGH  COINS. 
B.— CMtntriM  witkfiaetitatiitg  eiirr«iiaiat,  X87i-1896. 
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COMMERCIAL   BELATI0M8. 
C. — Qitmrlerlg  ealnationi  of  fluctuating  atrrtwiitt. 
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FOREIGN  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 


Fontgik  vHgitU  and  mMiurgt,  vUkAntrica*  tquiTalewit. 
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Foreign  ineigliU  md  meatnrtt,  iritK  Aaieriean  agutvaUtili — Contlnaed. 
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FOBEION  WEIGHTS  AND  UEABUKE8. 
Foreiffii  irrifftf*  and  metuare*,  vitk  Awiericati  eqnivaJmtt — Continned. 


Wh«eo«d. 

CHtEle.  Cblle,  Mexico,  ud  Peru 
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Metric  weighta : 

HiltigiAin  (tihiv  gr^m)  eqnals  0.0154  grain. 

Cestigram  (ria  gram)  equals  0.1543  grain. 

Decigram  (/«  grain)  equals  1.5132  graius. 

Gram  (iqnaJa  15.432  graius. 

Decagram  (10  gntms)  equals  0.3527  o 

Heotogr-    ■ — '      -       • 

Kilogra 

Mvnag 

Qnintol  (100,000  grams)  e'qaala  220.46  pouDcls. 

Millier  or  tonnea— ton  (1,000,000  grams)  ecinols  2,201.6  pound*. 
Metric  dr;  meusDrea: 

Milliliter  (,^^11  liter)  eqnals  0.061  cubic  inch. 

Centiliter  (^-n  liter)  equals  0.0102  cabia  inch. 

Deciliter  (Vg  Utcr)  equals  6.1022  cubic  inches. 

Liter  equals  0.908  quaic. 

Decaliter  (10  liters)  equab  9.08  quarts. 

Hectoliter  (100  liters)  equals  2.838  bDsbels. 

Kiloliter  [1,000  liters)  equals  1.308  cnbic  jrards. 
Metric  liquid  measures: 

HUlifiter  (yi^iT  liter)  equals  0.03S8  fluid  ounce. 

Centiliter  (,ia  liter)  equals  0.338  fluid  oonce. 

Deciliter  (\  liter;  equals  0.845  gill. 

Liter  equals  1.0567  quarts. 

Decaliter  (10  liters)  equals  2.fril8  gallon!. 

Hectoliter  (100  liters)  equals  26.418  gallous. 

Kiloliter  (1,000  liters)  equals  264.18  gallons. 


rc.,z.d.vC00t^lc 


COUMGBCUL   BELAT10H8. 

tietrie  nMoinro*  «£  lenxth : 

Millinietor  U^an  muter)  equals  0.0394  ioeh. 
Centimeter  (,Jn  meter)  equals  0.3937  inclie. 
Decimeter  it'll  inett^r)  equals  3,987  iucbea. 
Meter  equals  39.37  iuchea. 
Decameter  (10  meters)  cqaals  393.7  iucbes. 
Hectometer  (100  metem)  equnla  328  foet  1  inch. 
Kilometer  (I,0O0  meters)  equals  0.A2137  mile  (3,280  feet  10  inches). 
Ujriameter  { 10,000  metrre)  equals  6.2137  miles. 
Uetrio  snrfaoe  measures: 

Ceutare  (I  square  meter]  equals  1,550  square  inches. 
Are  (100  sqiiaro  meters)  equals  119.6  square  yards. 
Hectare  (10,000  square  metei-s)  equals  2.471  acrea. 
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ME8SAGE    FKOM    THE    PRESIDENT    OF   THE 
UNITED  STATES. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Itepre*e»tativea: 

I  transmit  herewith  n  commnuicntion  from  the  Secretary  uf  State, 
accompanying  Ehe  Commercial  Kelations  of  the  Uniteil  States  for  tlie 
year  1898,  being  the  annual  reiwrte  of  the  consiilnr  ofljcera  upon  the 
industries  and  commerce  of  foreign  countries.  In  view  of  the  value  of 
these  reports  to  the  munafacturiug  and  exporting  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, I  indorse  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  Stiite,  that  Con- 
grcjs  authorize  the  printing  of  the  usaal  editions  of  ten  thousand  copies 
of  the  general  summary,  entitled  "Review  of  the  World's  Comuierce," 
and  of  five  thousand  copies  of  Commercial  Relations  (including  this 
Bamniary),  to  enable  the  Department  of  State  to  meet  the  demand  for 
such  ioformution. 

William  McKinlev, 

Executive  Mahsion, 

yVathin^ion,  February  21, 1H90. 


LETTER   PBOU  THE   8ECBETARY   OF    STATE. 
The  Pbbsidekt  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  in  accordance  with  section  208  of  the 
Bevised  Statntes,  the  ComR^ercial  Relations  of  the  United  States  with 
Foreign  Countries  daring  the  year  1898,  beln^  the  annual  reports  of 
the  consular  officers  of  tho  United  States  on  tlie  industries  and  com- 
merce of  their  respective  districts,  with  more  particular  reference  to 
thedevelopment  of  UnitedStat«s  trade.  Followingthe  practice  inau- 
gDrated  by  instructions  from  this  Department,  dated  August  10, 181)7( 
which  were  renewed  and  amplified  by  instructions  of  Aagiist  5, 1808, 
the  consular  officers  have  reported  specifically  as  to  favorable  openings 
for  our  products,  or  disadvantages  and  hindrances  whicli  they  consider 
should  be  overcome.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  devel- 
opment of  the  exports  of  our  manufactured  goods,  as  well  as  of  our 
raw  products,  which  was  so  strikingly  exhibited  in  the  annual  reports 
trausmitted  to  Congress  May  16, 1898, continues  with  constantly  enlarg- 
ing prospects.  The  diplomatic  and  consular  service  of  the  United 
States  shows  steady  improvement  iu  the  work  of  collecting  informatioa 


16  COMHBBCIAL   RELATIONS. 

of  practical  value  to  onr  maDafactnrers  aud  exporters,  and  many  of 
the  cousular  officers  and  the  embassies  and  tegatious  have  rendered 
important  services  iu  efforts  to  promote  Anierioan  trade,  and  to  dud 
new  outlets  for  American  industry  aud  enterprise.  TLe  work  of  editing 
and  compiling  the  commercial  reports  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  Com- 
merce of  this  Department  has  reached  a  degree  of  promptitude  and 
efficiency  of  distribation  which  seems  to  be  giving  general  satisfaction 
to  tlie  business  interests  of  the  coantry  aud  is  exciting  the  emulation 
of  foreign  governments.  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  Cougress 
be  requested,  in  accordance  with  previous  action,  Jane  30, 1898 ;  March 
2,  ISd? ;  and  April  8, 1896,  to  authorize  the  printing,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Department  of  State,  of  a  special  edition  of  10,000  copies  of  the 
Beview  of  the  World's  Commerce,  to  be  distributed  by  the  Department 
as  the  daily,  monthly,  and  special  Consular  Beports  are  now  distributed, 
aud  of  5,000  copies  of  Commercial  Kelations,  to  enable  the  Department 
to  meet  requests  for  the  entire  work. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

John  Hat. 

Depabtuent  of  Statb, 

Waakington,  February  HO,  1899. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  TO  CONSULAR  OFFICERS. 


Drpartmrnt  ok  Statk, 

Waihiuglon,  D.  C,  AugutI  5,  183S. 
To  U>  CoMMlar  Offictrl  of  ths  railed  Stale*. 

Gentijcnon:  In  imraaknce  to  iuatnivtiona  Mut  joa  July  6,  1896,  uiil  AnEnat  10, 
1897,  ftoil  to  paragraph  3  of  ««etiot>  592  (pp.  2&3  and  254)  of  CoUBalar  RegnlatioiiR, 
joD  are  hereby  inetracted  to  piepare  and  forward  to  the  Buroan  of  Foreign  Com- 
meree  (fbimerly  the  BuMan  of  SlatistieaJ  of  this  Department,  not  later  tliaa 
November  1,  and  eoooer  if  praet) cable,  a  leport,  in  an  nnnumbereil  diepatcli,  od  the 
commerce  and  indnrtries  of  yonr  consular  dlfltrict.  coreriiig  any  facts  and  ilgnrRs  for 
th«  year  1897  not  already  traoemitted  to  the  Deportment,  and  aa  compli'te  anil  acr.a- 
rate  a  BtatMnent  aa  may  be  obtained  of  tbe  trade  and  induslrive  of  said  district  fur 
" 'i  months  ended  Jill  ~  ""  •™"' 


The  special  object  of  this  uiatmction  is  to  enable  the  Department  to  lay  before 
Congress,  on  or  about  the  Ist  of  Jannary,  1899,  a  canmrehenaive  atatemerit  of  the 
trade,  not  only  of  the  United  States  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  bat  of  the  various 


conntriee  with  each  other.  The  Department  ia  aware  of  the  difflonlty  of  obtaining 
official  atatiatica  coTerins  so  reoent  a  period  aa  the  Krat  half  of  the  yeiir  lt<98,  but  the 
aacceaa  which  baa  attended  prevtooa  efTorta  of  consular  officers  in  olituining  recent 
infonnatiou  from  both  ofHciai  and  nnoiHcial  aoiircea,  m  embodied  <ii  tbe  Reviews  of 
the  World's  Commerce  for  1894-96,  1895-96,  and  1896-97,  pabliibed  separately  and 
also  as  an  introduction  to  the  annoal  volnmes  Commercial  Relattona  of  the  ITiiitpd 
States  for  those  yeara,  encoaragea  the  hope  that  you  will  Im  enabled  to  make  a 


factor;  exhibit.  The  Department  ia  not  so  much  concerned  ds  to  obtaining  d(>tiii1ed 
figares  with  tbe  stamp  of  offlciul  accurooy  its  in  secnring  an  intelligent  survey  uf  the 
indnatrial  activity  and  general  tendencies  of  trade.  The  bnsintsH  men  of  the  United 
Slate*  are  partioularly  interested  in  learning  whether  there  has  been  an  Increase  or 
decrease  in  the  more  important  lines  of  exports  and  imports,  especially  anch  as  niitcr 
into  the  trade  of  the  United  Slatea;  also  the  application  of  new  proceaaea  of  an 
induatrial  character  which  mny  open  up  a  new  channel  of  supply  from  this  country 
or  anggeet  to  manafacturers  itn prove uieuta  in  their  own  proresaea  or  the  creation  of 
new  indnatriea.  You  are  doubtleaa  aware  that  the  United  States  ia  rapidly  taking 
the  lead  in  certain  forms  of  mauafactare,  both  new  and  old.  There  are  two  points 
in  which  American  mannfaoturera  seem  to  have  the  advantage:  First,  tbe  Kreator 
excellence  and  labor-aaving  quality  of  macliiues  and  apparatus  of  all  kinds;  and 
second,  the  more  attractive  Uniab,  combined  with  greater  darability,  of  certain  liuee 
of  goods,  each  aa  textilea,  boots  and  shoes,  famlture,  tools,  etc.  It  wonld  be  very 
valaable  to  onr  mantiftaotnieTa  to  know  whether  theae  qualities  have  made  an  impree- 
sion  in  yonr  district;  and  if  they  have  not,  what  obstacles  exist  to  their  becoming 
faTorably  known. 

Consular  offloera,  from  time  to  time,  have  reported  upon  deRclenoiea  In  American 
methods  of  packing  goods  and  of  the  conditions  of  transportation,  exchange,  bank- 
ing, etc.,  with  this  country,  and  tbe  disadvanttige  under  which  we  labor  from  tlie 
fact  that  European  houses  give  longer  creilits  and  more  liberal  termn,  not  only  na  to 
payments  by  their  onatomera,  hut  in  mannfactiiriug  certain  patterns  and  qnantities 
of  goods  and  in  getting  them  up  in  attractive  shape  to  meet  local  peeuliaritiea  and 
customs.  All  these  subjects  are  matters  of  practical  importance  in  considering  the 
means  of  developing  American  trade,  and  you  are  retjueetAd  to  make  such  further 
suggestions  with  regard  to  them  as  the  more  recent  developments  of  tiuBincaa  in 
your  district  seem  to  warrant. 

Otiier  Rubjecte  of  special  importance  are:  Changes  in  oiirrency  valaen,  especially 
in  tbe  United  State*  gold  value  of  the  monetary  unit,  and  the  rate  of  exchange; 
changes  in  tariff  rate*  and  customs  rulea,  port  regulations,  wharfage  dues,  improve- 
meuts  in  harbor  facilitiea,  extension  of  telegraph  and  cable  aervioe,  existing  condi- 
tions of  transportation  facilities  (internal,  coastwise,  and  ocean),  iuoliiding  oew 
lines  of  railways,  now  wagon  and  caravan  routes,  new  caoal  or  river  aystems,  opened 
C  B — ^TOL  1 2  1'         \,- 
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oi  projected,  and  the  actual  means  aod  time  uf  oommiin  lent  ion  with  llTilted  States 
ports,  noting  auj  material  increase  or  (lecrense  in  freight  rates;  eiinting  rates  of 
licensos  for  cnrrring  on  business,  especiiilly  those  relatitig  to  common:  iai  trnveleiB; 
regnlatioiis  aSectinK  commercisl  trHvelers,  including  requirements  as  to  passnoite, 
etc. ;  coudition  of  the  merchant  marine,  IncIudinK  data  as  to  vessels  built  and  vee- 
sels  purc^hased  A'om  other  countries;  tonnage  owned  and  employed  in  commerce 
with  other  countries,  and  methods  of  aiding  and  protecting  the  merchant  marine; 
regalations,  iu  brief,  as  to  quarantine.  Also,  au;  laws  or  regnlations  of  a  disorimi- 
nating  character  which  affect  American  vesseis ;  statement  as  to  any  taxes  or  eicisee, 
iu  addition  to  tariff  rates,  which  affect  Unitwd  Btstea  ti«de;  chansea  in  patent, 
copyright,  and  trade-mark  laws;  existiugjiostal  rates,  domestic  and  Ritelgn. 

{full  information  is  also  desired  id  regard  to  any  laws  reiiuirlng  goods  to  he  marked 
HO  ns  to  show  the  country  of  origin  or  manofacture. 

If  it  be  impracticable  for  you  to  obtain  all  the  iuformation  asked  for  iu  the  time 
pTcsciihed,  state  the  fkct  In  your  dispatch  niid  forward  the  omitted  data  as  a  sup- 
plementary report  at  soon  as  possible.  Yon  will  observe  on  page  254 pf  Couanlot 
Kcgnlations  that  the  report  nerein  called  for  is  required  to  be  transmitted  by 
Angiist  I.  It  is  iioseible  tnat  you  have  already  prepared  your  report  In  compIiaotM 
with  this  regitliition:  if  so,  yon  need  only  suppleRMnt  it  with  ths  additional  data 
OHiled.  for  in  this  insiruetion. 

Please  acknowledge  this  instruction  by  addreastng  the  Chisf  of  the  Bnre*n  of 
Foreign  Commerce  and  informing  him  whether  he  nay  expect  the  report  ealled  for 
within  the  time  neoeaaary  fur  trausmlsaion  after  Korember  1, 1898. 

A  copy  of  the  Beview  of  the  World's  Commeree  for  iS9a-9^  has  been  mailed  to  yon, 
anil  the  two  rolumes  Commerelal  Kelationa  for  IS98-07  will  be  ibrwardBd  sbDrtly. 
From  a  careful  examination  of  these  yon  will  be  able  to  iufotm  yooiaelf  tiiliy  as  to 
ttie  scope  and  details  of  your  report. 

A  mannfactnrlng  firm  'boa  called  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  Impor- 
tance of  obtaining  pTMsIse  iDformation  as  to  the  coaaer  cIomcb  of  cotton  textilea 
inannfoctDTed  or  ronaamod  in  different  porta  of  the  world,  tpeolfyiDg  the  width, 
eouDt  (that  is,  the  nnmber  of  pieka  to  the  inch,  always  glTlng  the  warp  firat),  and 
the  number  of  jaida  totbeponnd.  They  add:  "There  seema  to  be  a  diapoaiUoa  iu 
snine  of  the  far  Eastern  markata  to  take  np  other  American  goods  than  the  ordinary 
standard  sbeetingsanddrills  that  have  hvatofoie  been  aold  to  them:  h^ee  tfaegMi- 
eml  terms  'aheetlngv'  and  'drills'  no  longer  convey  full  infbnmtloD."  Yon  will 
[■lease  cover  the  special  points  indicated  at  to  cotton  goods. 
Kespeotfolly,  yoors, 

Taos.  W.  CniDLBR, 

TMrd  JnUUint  Seoretmrj. 
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INTBODITCTIOir. 

Tbe  aiiDual  reports  of  the  conealar  oSBoers  apoii  tlie  commerce  oud 
iiidnstries  of  theii  districts  ia  the  various  coaatries  of  the  world  bavo 
osuAlly  eoiDiwlsed  portions  of  two  years,  owing  to  the  fact  tliat  tboy 
were  prepared  with  special  reference  to  the  fiscal  year  of  the  United 
StatesTre»sarycndiu^  JnneSO,  which,  of  conrse,  comprises  six  months 
of  the  previous  calendar  year,  as  well  as  six  months  of  the  carrent  cal- 
endar year.  It  has  been  the  eStort  of  the  Department  during  the  ])ast 
few  years  to  make  the  reports  as  nearly  contemiMn^aneoos  as  possible 
with  tho  date  of  their  pnoticntion,  which  is  intended  to  bo  abont  the 
beginning  of  every  calendar  year.  For  this  reason,  the  annnul  reports, 
which  are  compiled  at  the  end  of  each  fiscal  year,  are  supplemented 
with  sQch  additional  data  as  will  provide  the  best  obtainable  summary 
of  eonditioDB  for  the  latest  calendar  year.  Thus,  primarily,  the  reports 
for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  IS98,  woald  be  restricted  to  the  last 
six  months  of  the  calendar  year  1897  and  tho  first  six  months  of  the 
caleudfur  year  1893,  but  the  work  has  now  been  brought  to  snch  a  point 
of  completeness  that  tbe  Review  of  the  World's  Commerce  herewith 
presented  may  be  said  to  describe  the  conditions  not  only  during  that 
period,  but  down  to  the  1st  of  January,  1899.  Cousequently,  the  title 
both  of  tlie  Review  and  of  the  dialled  r^rarts  of  consular  otHcers  may 
be  said  to  cover  more  epeciDcslly  the  year  1S98,  including  both  the  fiscal 
and  calendar  years. 

The  Ueview  of  tbe  World's  Commerce  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June 
36, 1897,  which  was  pablisbed  under  date  of  April  25, 1898,  described 
the  marked  changes  which  had  occurred  in  the  industrial  and  commer- 
cial development  of  the  United  States,  not  only  during  that  year,  but 
DUMre  esiMGtally  during  tbe  twelve  months  ended  Mardi  3],  1808,  with 
particular  reference  to  the  rapid  growth  of  tbe  exports  of  manufactured 
prodnets.  The  conclusion  wns  drawn  that  United  States  manuf^ctarers 
had  demonstrated  their  ability  to  compete  with  the  industries  of  other 
coaatries,  oot  only  iu  ueutxal  maiketa  but  in  the  home  markets  of  the 
more  advaiMsed  industrial  nations,  and  tbe  opinion  was  expressed  that 
tbe  '^international  isolation"  of  tbe  United  States,  so  far  as  Industry 
and  commerce  were  concerned,  bad  become  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  wo 
could  no  longer  afibrd  to  disregard  international  rivalries,  now  that  we 
ourselves  bad  become  a  competitor  in  the  world-wide  struggle  for  trade. 
The  steady  progress  of  commercial  expansion  on  the  lines  thus  indicated 
is  attested,  not  only  by  the  oastom-house  returns  of  exports  and  imports, 
as  pablished  by  tbe  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
but  by  official  publications  of  other  governments,  the  conclusions  of 
leading  foreign  newspapers,  and  especially  by  the  detailed  reports  of 
the  diplomatic  and  consular  representatives  of  tbe  United  States. 
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Daring  the  calendar  year  1897,  tlie  agricultural  exports  of  the  United 
States  amonuted,  in  round  figures,  to  J730,000,000,  and  in  tlie  calendar 
year  1898  to  nearly  $852,000,000.  The  exports  of  manufactured  goods 
daring  1897  aggregated  nearly  9280,000,000,  and  in  1898,  $308,000,000.' 
We  find,  upon  comparison  of  percentages  of  the  total  export  trade,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  enormous  increase  of  exports  of  agricultural  prod- 
acts,  amounting  to  more  than  $120,000,000,  there  was  a  decline  iu  the 
percentage  of  manufactured  exports  of  less  than  1  per  cent,  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year;  that  is  to  say,  while  the  percentage  of 
agricultural  exports  rose  from  67.63  to  69,  the  exports  of  inauufactured 
goods  fell  only  from  25.89  to  24.96.  There  was  an  actoal  gain  during 
the  year  1898  iu  manafactnred  exports  of  about  $28,000,000,  against  an 
increase  during  the  calendar  year  1897  of  $26,000,000,  When  the  fact 
is  considered  that,  daring  a  portion  of  the  year  1898,  the  industrial  and 
commercial  activities  of  the  United  States  were  more  or  less  afi'ected 


<  Note  itv  Bureau  of  Forrion  Commrbce,  Marcb  6,  1699. — Sinoe  the  Intnkliic- 
tion  WM  written,  Mr.  O.  P.  Austio,  Chief  of  the  Bareaa  of  Staliaticn  of  tbo  Unitsd 
Stfttes  Treasury  Depurtment,  haa  given  to  the  press  ft  statement  in  trhicli  be  says : 

American  nutuiifaotarerB  seem  likely  to  make  their  greatest  record  in  the  fiscal 
year  'vrhicli  ends  four  mouths  hence  (June  30,  1899).  The  reports  of  the  Treasury 
Bureau  of  Statistics,  covering  seven  months  of  the  fiscal  year,  show  that  the  eipor- 
tatinn  of  domestic  nianafacturee  is  $23,000,000  greater  than  tlie  highest  record  ever 
Iiefove  made  in  tlie  corresponding  moutlis  of  the  fiscal  year.  Daring  the  seven 
months  ending  February  1,  1899,  tlie  enports  of  domestic  maiinfactiiros  ainoanted  to 
$182,336,503,  or  an  average  of  a  million  dollars  a  day  for  every  businois  day  of  that 
period.  Not  only  ore  tlte  mannfactnrora  increasing  their  sales  iu  foreign  markets, 
but  they  are  evidently  supplying,  to  a  greater  extent  than  ever  before,  the  home 
market.  The  importa  of  monufactares  in  the  seven  months  nnder  consideration 
nmount  to  only  $147,200,972,  or  $36,0(;0,0O0  less  than  the  manufactares  eiported. 
The  exports  of  maDuractiires  during  the  past  seven  mouths  have  been  nearly  25  per 
cent  greater  than  the  imports  of  mannfaotures.  Comparing  oanditions  vith  those 
of  a  decade  ago,  tbe  evidence  of  gain  by  our  manufacturers  ia  even  more  striking. 
In  tlie  Boveu  months  ending  February  i,  1SS9,  our  exports  of  maunfautures  nere 
t78, 751,933;  in  the  seven  months  ending  Fobraary  1, 1899,  tbey  were  $182  336,503.  an 
inorense  of  131  per  cent  in  the  exports  of  manufactures  during  the  decade.  On  tbe 
other  hand,  imports  of  manufactures  in  the  decade  have  fallen  23  per  cent,  despite 
the  fact  that  the  coneuming  population  has  meantime  increased  35  pisr  cent,  the 
imports  of  manufactures  in  the  seven  months  ending  February  1,  1889,  oaving  been 
$1&1,996,T78,  against  $147,200,972  iu  the  Forrespondiug  seven  months  euding  February 
1,  189S. 

A  decade  ago,  the  imports  of  mannfaetnres  were  more  than  double  the  exports  of 
manufactures;  now,  the  exports  of  mannfactiires  are  25  per  cent  creatcr  than  the 
imports  of  manufactures,  despite  the  fact  that  the  home  demand  for  manufactures 
increased  25  per  cent  tbrouirU  a  25  piT  cent  iiicrense  iu  population.  In  the  seven 
mouths  ending  February  1,  1889,  imporls  of  manufactares  were  117  per  cent  greater 
than  tbe  exports  of  manufactures;  iu  tbe  seven  months  ending  February  1,  1899, 
they  are  20  per  cent  below  the  exports  of  mannfacturee.  Comparing  the  seTen 
months  of  tbe  UbchI  year  ending  Febrnar;  1,  1699,  with  the  oorreaponding  months  of 
1889,  it  is  found  that  exports  of  manufiiclures  increased  131  per  cent,  while  the  total 
exports,  including  manufactures,  increased  only  66  per  cent,  and  the  eiiports  of  all 
nrticlea  except  manufactures  but  51  per  cent.  It  is  thus  apparent  that  despite  the 
nnusual  foreign  demand  fur  otir  agricaltnral  products,  tbe  manufikcturers  are  making 
a  more  rapid  gain  in  their  exports  than  are  any  other  claaa  of  our  prodncera.  The 
followiuK  tablo  shows  the  exports  of  manufactures  and  total  of  exports  in  the  seven 
months  ending  February  1  of  each  fiscal  year,  from  1889  to  1899 : 
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by  tlie  war  witb  Spain,  the  increase  of  $28,000,000  in  tbe  exports  of  maii- 
nfactureil  goods  woald  acem  to  indicate  that  we  not  ouly  did  not  lose 
ground,  bat  made  sabatantial  gains  in  vertaio  markets.  This  ooncla- 
sion  will  be  t'ound  to  be  jasti&ed  by  tbe  many  reports  of  consalar  officers 
in  certain  conntriea  which  indicate  continaed  progress,  not  only  in 
the  consnmption  of  lines  of  goods  already  introduc&d,  bat  in  sales  of 
Tarions  prodncta  not  previously  taken  fi-om  the  United  Htates.  The 
total  increase  of  exports  of  manufaetnred  goods  daring  the  past  three 
years  amounts  to  about  1107,000,000,  or  more  than  one-half  tbe  total 
exports  of  manufactured  goods  (a  little  over  $201,000,000)  in  1895. 

The  fact  has  been  fully  brought  out  in  the  pablications  of  the  Bureiin 
of  Statistics  of  the  Treasury  Department  that,  while  the  exports  of  tbe 
United  States  have  increased  enormously,  the  Imports  have  not  kept 
pace  with  those  of  the  leading  industrial  countries  of  Europe.  This  is 
held  toindicatetbatour  manufacturers  are  making  progress  in  meeting 
demands  of  domestic  trade  which,  for  a  long  time,  were  satisfied  only  by 
purchases  trom  other  countries,  ns  well  as  extending  their  sales  in  for- 
eign markets.  In  other  words,  it  would  appear  that  this  coantry  is  rap- 
idly becoming  indastrially  independec  t  to  a  very  great  extent  of  the  rest 
of  the  world,  and  at  the  same  time  is  developing  its  commercial  relations 
in  each  a  way  as  will  enable  it  to  take  in  exchange  much  larger  quantities 
of  gomls  which  it  is  unable  to  pro<luce.  The  industries  of  the  United 
States  have,  in  fact,  been  developed  to  the  point  where  it  seems  to  be 
not  only  practicable  but  comparatively  easy  to  supply  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  world  as  well  as  tbe  home  market.  As  has  been  frequently 
pointed  oat  by  the  consular  officers,  theconditionsnf  mannfactnrein  tbe 
United  States  to-day  are  such  as  to  admit  of  successful  competition  in 
foreign  markets  in  many  lines  of  manufacture  in  which,  at  one  time,  we 
were  exposed  to  the  rivalry  of  foreign  industries.  The  observations  of 
tbe  consular  service  of  the  Unitexl  States  in  European  countries,  as  set 
ibrth  iu  tbeir  annual  reports  accompanying  this  lieview,  would  seem  to 
warraut  the  conclusion  that  the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States 
have  a  distinct  advantage  in  the  greater  ingenuity  of  the  average 
American  operative  and  the  economy  of  labor-saving  machinery  over 
their  foreign  competitors,  and  that  tlie  obstacles  they  have  to  overcome 
are  chiefly  those  of  the  specifil  trade  methods  of  different  coantries,  the 
longer  credits  given  by  European  exporters,  and  occasional  govern- 
ment discriminations  by  foreign  nations  against  them.  It  is  very  evi- 
dent that  the  export  of  manufactured  goods  is  no  longer  a  matter  of 
experiment,  but  that  our  large  industries  have  satisfied  Ihemeelves  that 
it  is  feasible  to  dispose  of  their  surplus  products  in  variona  quarters  of 
the  world  and  have  addressed  themselves  seriously  to  the  stndy  of  the 
conditions  which  are  reqaisite  for  healthful  and  permanent  growth. 
To  quote  the  presidentof  tbe  If  ational  Association  of  Mannfactnrer8,Mr. 
Theodore  G.  Search,  in  his  annual  report  at  tbe  meeting  of  the  associa- 
tion in  Cincinnati  in  January  last,  the  "manufacturers  of  the  United 
Slates  have  acquired  a  position  in  tbe  world's  markets  from  which  they 
can  not  be  dislodged.  Witb  the  start  that  has  been  made,  our  foreign 
trade  is  bound  to  grow,  and  no  opposition  from  our  strongest  competitor 
can  bar  our  progress." 

The  great  increase  in  the  applications  to  consular  ofBcers  for  specific 
information  and  for  assistance  in  introducing  American  goods,  affords 
strong  evidence  of  the  general  perception  of  this  fact  among  our  manu- 
ftctnrers,  and  in  many  instances,  consular  ofBcers  have  reported  to  tbe 
Department  that  they  find  themselves  embarrassed  by  the  number  of 
such  requests,  entailing  careful  inquiry   and  largely  increaseil  corre- 
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Bpondeace.  It  ia  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  tliat  this  Bnreaa  baa 
recetvetl  from  basiness  houses  maay  espressio&s  of  ax^re<satioii  of  tlte 
efforts  of  tlie  diplomatic  and  consalar  representatives  to  satisfy  thdr 
special  requirenients,  as  well  aa  of  the  progress  effected  in  obtaining 
Gommercial  and  Indaatrial  iufonnatioc  for  the  genera!  benefit  of  trade. 
As  has  been  shown  in  official  pablioations  of  other  governments,  iti 
foreign  trade  journals,  and  in  reports  of  oar  cmianlar  offico^  the  com- 
mercial work  oi  the  United  States  oon«ilar  service  has  excited  the 
interest  and  emulation  of  certain  European  governmenta  which  were 
supposed,  at  one  time,  to  be  in  advance  of  the  United  States  in  their 
efforts  to  promote  their  foreign  trade.  There  is,  of  course,  a  limit  to 
the  nsefulnees  of  Government  agencies  of  this  character,  and  it  may  bo 
expected  that,  as  oar  mannfiuturers  familiarize  themselves  with  the 
trade  conditions  of  particular  eountriefi,  tbey  will  find  it  to  be  to  their 
advantage  to  establish  agencies  and  depend  upoa  their  individual 
exertions  in  working  out  the  details  of  bosiaess  development.  The 
consular  officers,  iu  tbe  meantime,  are  preparing  the  way  for  such 
iudividuiil  effort,  and  in  many  iustivncea,  are  griving  practical  help  to 
firms  which  are  seeking  immediate  outlets  for  their  products.  In 
coarse  of  time,  the  relations  of  the  oonsnlar  service  to  the  export  trade 
vill  doubtless  adjust  themselves,  and  the  growing  pressure  upon  it  will 
have  been  relieved. 

In  tbis  Beview,  as  in  those  that  have  preceded  it,  no  attempt  is  made 
to  deal  with  the  trade  of  the  United  3t^«e  or  its  mona&ctaring  devel- 
opment in  detail,  inasmiich  as  the  statistics  of  the  various  branches 
of  oar  commerce  and  industries  are  fully  treated  in  the  publications  of 
the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  the  Treasury,  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
the  Census  Bnrean,  and  the  Department  of  I^bor.  Tbe  scope  of  "  Com- 
mercial HelaUons,"  including  the  "Beview,"  is  neoessarily  restricted 
to  the  conditioiis  in  foreign  countries  affecting  United  States  trade,  as 
reported  by  the  diplomatic  and  consular  offlc«a,  and  figures  from  United 
States  sources  are  used  only  for  purposes  of  comparison. 

Fbetdebto  Emobt, 
Ckitff,  Bmreau  of  Foreign  Commerce, 

Depaetmeht  of  State, 

F^ruarg  IS,  1899, 
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ForpDrpoaes  of  ootnparisou,  tbe  following  flgaree,  ahoviug  the  for- 
eiKB  trade  of  the  Fnited  States  daring  the  calendar  yeara  18i)T  and 
18'J8,  are  taken  from  tbe  summary  of  the  Barean  of  Statistics  of  tbe 
Treasary  I>epan»neiit,  oorrected  to  Janaary  30, 1899.  They  ^ire  com- 
plete data  ooncerniug  oar  imports  and  exports  by  groape,  articles,  and 
eoautries. 


D JXPOBtS 


or  KSBCBA-KDISE. 


o™- 

tvtlv 

montbi  Ending  D«™b.r- 

WOT 

1808. 

FnMDfiliitj; 

•1U,1U.TM 

308, 209.  «7 
lS.2K.St2 

B.ro2',370 

0.71 

•87,311.084 

isa,i78,ses 

10,108,817 
81831,377 

/Vrt™/. 

"!sirjr.:rrr:. 

7  11 

»J7.28«.BW 

100 

2«e.  30?.  880 

DBIUblm 

1«.M<(,3TS 

32,500.387 

TO,  ass,  106 

28.02 

10P,»«,U8 
40,  0711,  B2J 

80,001.100 

08.002.273 

ArtlclM  la  >  e^de  coDditun  for  doi^MM  i^'ni- 

13» 

10  00 

3«5.»M.g33 

100         1     388.  MS.  IMS 

81,1TI,B85 

20.70  1     187.820,902 
Otis       100, 2*0,  «8 

10.03      M.i27.«ea 

IS              10t.8U.gOO 

11.22!    Klwelsu 

Artfclu  In  b  cntdaMinilltin  f<H-d«iiaUc  faidiu- 

B.n 

1*2.«M,22» 

100         1     83i.»58.C0 

raixaxottrm 

i7i,aw,t2o 

— . 

182,810.080 

Dc^-U.,                      """^- 

aiS:3l 

lK7t2,7M 
S,UkMl 

07.83 

K.oa 

8,010,771 

i.ojB.m,3»« 

100       jl,CS,SM.02« 

'"5fe'.,*.„ 

B,M).IM 
11,0»*,S«. 

M.M        10.(08.(1211 

BB.t2!      11,«»,004 

1»,M1.7» 

;Rlc 
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COHHEKCIAL    RELATIONS. 
Importt  of  merekawditt,  eatenSar  i/eare  1S97  and  1898. 


Twel™»on.l,.  ending  I>«««b.r- 

ArllclH  and  VMiiitrlw. 

ie»7. 

leae. 

QuaDtillH. 

ValuM. 

A«rl     It  nil  i      1          1                               fr» 

n.itft 

ADimilXouniber): 

403 
tD3,SlS 

t,2S2 

l.BSO 

«1I,  105 

»4t.iee 
iM.ffia 

07.JSZ 

'038 
1,T»0 

3U;»0« 

191,  >« 

i.mlS 

8*,' 828 

..SE 

i,  119. 833 

B<»«J^(^|.nmW),ln.port«df™n- 

18 

SSI 

su 

SlMa 

Til  1         128.  «1 

«M 

Honea  (dutiable,  namber),  ImporUd  from— 

1.011 

8.7T0 

M 

S,JM 

5, 601,132 
1,U«,«IM 

M«.fl2B 

3,  72S.  22! 
2.025,133 

50.asa 

1«3.M» 

2,0W.US0 

78,660 
]»,BOi 

100.772 

8S.US 

1.8M.2S8 

|_        348.  JM 

4S!.!44 

Hi 
Is! 

U3.281 

Ma.8!S 

2.014.010 

A4pli*ltiim  or  bitamen,  onide  (tons) tw».. 

,,.,Wa-s*v:;.;;::::;:;;-^^ 

IS 

sM,Tm 

S.S 

218,007 

1»«,3SB 
50, 5M 

77.711 

lis 

208,  M2 

BoDcaf  hWDi.'  and   h^a.   anmuuVaetured 

BoD»  BDil  horna.  toauadtctaraa  of  .. dut.. 

1»,03« 

!:S:S 

1800  518 

1,3*0.773 

I)«>k>,  etc.  (free)  Importad  ftom- 

ill 

1ST' MB 

I.7!B,»41 

1.«>»,B1S 

CHITBD   STATES   IMPORTS   AHD   EXPORTS. 
Import*  of  mtrckauiUe,  oaleudar  feari  1897  and  1S9S — Contlmied. 


Tir«lT«maiith*« 

ildli>gl>««nb. 

r- 

IWT. 

«- 

Qnulltlo. 

TklUM. 

T»]««. 

^il^^TiWaUrtl.).  impiwtod  fron^- 

t»IT.V2S 
M.ITS 

i.S4i.ii; 

t,i»a,T7S 

8!t,Ml 

Breidstaff*: 

KW,«3T 
KM.  INN 

M«.2<rJ 

M4,t83 

31 

'•"!:S 

l.MO 

B.7H.0TO 

Rrudrxponnda): 

Crndth  nftt  »rted,  bunched,  or  pRpved 

I.5W,MJ 

l,tM,KU 

■.4!:SI 

8.S10 
l.23«,781 

1,S3S,«M 

l,aM,9» 

1.0U.M7 

151!? 

2,«e8.122 

BM,»2»,9«2 

W«,  241, 1)04 

2,»25,9S0 

CiHint  (pomidi)  iBiporM  froro- 

iaT,m,43B 
218,  oei,  MS 
is:om;iit 

i8.Ta^ai3 
i.aciz,OT4 

an.»n 
1,  in]  eu 

ASS 

8,817,  MO 

133,409 

«r2,m 
22,224 

'■1t;!» 

B3«.32g,Ma 

2,  OB*.  122 

»0«,241,»O4 

2,B2S,»M 

Ipouilill) free- 

Ai^y,  or  ■rgol.  or  omde  urUr  (pininds) 

7, 183. 7a* 

lB.t;M.»83 
6,Kil,BM 

2,IM,SW 

ittiig' 

1,  in.  ««o 
i.aw.Mi 

202.  MM 

■■"!!:!S 

5,1W.M1 

733.180 

AHaU,«rw)iiBleMtp<>aDdB) dut.. 

BarkB,  ciiwhiHiB,  or  otbra,  eto.  (poundg) 
free.. 

2!,WT,1M 
2,512,441 

1,878,217 
201JT1 

138.  S« 

»g,(«9 

SB 

3M,BU 

Sl.lOO 

BitTKU  and  deoMUoM  of  (lb*  l.dut.. 

i.B!i.oe3 

3.M8,2»1 

»3,331 

i,i«),aH 

Lorx'ood  (tons),  hnported  Trom— 

1 

M 
IS,  US 

1,4*2 

41,4m 

«2.3T« 

14,100 

8;bI4 

B<I,0S9 

450.  OJO 

(I.  too 

C   K— TOL  1 3 

COHHEBCIAL   BELATIOHB. 
ImptrU  «/nMrdi<t>At«,  coImmUt  yMtv  iS$7  and  lSee—Coatia<a«i. 


Twe 

ve  tdonib.  e 

ViloOB. 

■li-g  Deceniber- 

18C 
QoaDtltliH. 

18. 

Qoantltlu. 

Valoea. 

Clienilcsia,  drags,  nnd  dyu,  n.  e.  s .— CoDtinued. 
DyBKOods— CaDtlnasd . 

l,IT!,eu 

>M,3U 

sal  ISO 

41!,C11 

1,111,874 

M2,» 
72, 178 

^S;Sf 

6.  MS,  003 

30*.  an 

8,510,202 

Glj-ceriu  (pouiuU) .dut.. 

10,»8,360 

841.  !l« 

88,211,418 

8»B,SU 

8«1,7IS 

i.au,UL 

101,507 
87».6«2 

837,454 

1. 081,  fae 

10.1»,U2 
3»,9t3,883 
7,830,525 

1M.7M 

Cunphoc,  erode fiw.. 

(iambtor.orlomJapODlcK ftw.. 

^rll;£;i:;:;:;::::::::::::::;:;;:gS:: 

1,071.077 
3,130.4M 

1.  IB.  738 

i.»oe.-OM 

6,  080,  MB 

Iwlip)  (ponndsj free.. 

Uluint  naten.  «rl  uac  artiBclai  <([aUuiiB> 

3.49T,S4S 
59, 818,017 

IIE,>M,IK! 
IW,lS2,2a) 

1,188.007 
180,078 

'  Ml,' 178 

3.  115.  7S8 
85,088,737 

1.821.127 
1,380.703 

MS,OM 
«U,C03 

10^402,828 

1.228, 878 

1.63I,«7 

"^'ll^X'i'^'u'U.nuhotarod             f«. 

l>o dut- 

Prepared  for  smokiDg,  and  other,  etc. 

ii5,3i7 

o»«.eis 

770.380 

°>"?.ffl  n'SS"'  '"■""'  '^- 

428,  Tm 

780,  «2 

820,875 
1,S84,"784 

.as 

188,585 

110, 317 

1!8.87« 
2,838 
13J,i0B 

808,818 

10,088 

,,.,,5; 

T  t.1 

770  MO 

4,SM.IU0 

1, 018, 278 

108.8M,0tB 

857.178 

l.Bg8;*7a 
308. 808 
774, 700 

j 

«.a;w;;:;:;/;;;-;;;;::;;.S::: 

4. 800. 402 
101,358,0U1 
11.48^823 

188.  »es 

Nttnle  of,  or  saltpeter,  erode  ....  free. . 

l«3,2eS.OM 

IM,  631,206 

<laiBU,«olphat6of,fW.(eoi«».) free.. 

4,  SSI,  823 

74B.70a 

3,803,641 

813.502 

Cniialic  (pouDda) dot.. 

67, 742, 382 

H.Mi 

IB,BB1,S6S 

888,318 

i,au;^ 

24,081,872 
23.035,283 

i,a!i! 

All  other  aolt. of  {pouadat dut.. 

121.  B77 

282,762 

■••sjs 

S,  803,001 

j;».7B0 
'183. 358 

3,081,971 
158.884 

..sw 

Total  rhemlc■l^  dmm,  and  (ftee.. 
djM tdnl.. 

— ■ 

UNITED  STATXS  IHPOBTS   AHD   EXPORTS. 


Imf«rU  »/  M«r«ftaiMliM,  oatfwiar  y 


•  Mi>T  «Ril  IS98-~CitttttBia*A. 


Twol 

TB  month.  « 

dliig  1>«  lumber— 

AiUck*  ud  eonotriu. 

18«. 

1888, 

T>ln«. 

Q««,UtL«. 

V.lue.. 

"■'S.^."':'-.'r^'.':'"^!:::'!Z\: 

14.f3S,e23 

iwlwo 

"tS! 

n.oo« 

M.7tt 

l,8n.B7 

118,177 

»a7s 

"SSsyrssSir  '"*  •^""■•is- 

SM,7re 
Ktt.Mi 

.as 

MI.8S1 

8,710 

8,423.*M 

sais'SasiM^'Hi.-iiiv- 

77»,1UI 

C«l :            "•           """^       

t,ll8J 

1, 1«>.  77S 

Ult.OH 

4,m 

!,  8T4,  M« 

'1:E 

837,070 
112,081 

His 

1,J7«.W 

t.«2>,U« 

1,M8,778 

UwrM  wucko.  crude,  Mclpmuidal tnt.. 

Fniand,  aU.  {peundt) dnt. 

M.811.tM 

2,Bll,a)7 

7S,mi 

a8.8U,Wl 

'■S» 

'^.f.SS^.lr.'r:^'^ .. 

ftiola;? 
110,  tvi 

X  ut!  eg? 

10,1M.OM 

1»,0M 

Ul,  0*7 

00,260 

2M 

tW,IM 

asloio 

i;7« 

S»«,'llM 

Z8,Blt.6M 

a.8i4,)>7 

n.3H,W1 

C«Ib.  (pouDdji) Cm., 

H«,048,6W 

76.»87,B;8 

90*.l»O,0M 

W,852,J1J 

CoAs  (psnnd*).  iaportvd  from— 

i;  801.  in 

Hi.  tea 

II 

•,41l|tIT 
sioSCTM 

10;i>w|7B« 

1.M2.3M 

818,  MT 

m|iio.«>» 

8,070,800 
1.400,820 

eM.MB,»3g 

75.887,  070 

8W.  250, 8X8 

6,m 

la.  678, 420 

818. 5M 

t,0«0 

Plgi.biir»,iDgott,elo.(p«tiiid.) taw. 

I.m.018 

»8,8»7 

S1,H».«J 

t,  130,  880 

1.811,  013 

1,810.  MO 
S2.  ISl 

1,133.017 

W.(»T,M« 

ft,3«.i»ei 

s!j7»,»w 

4,  111,  ta 

COMMERCIAL   BBLATIONS. 


Importi  of  nerchaaditt,  oaleniar  ^ear»  1S97  and  lS9S—ConUnneA. 


Artlclro  «nd  coimtciM. 

1W7, 

1808. 

Valn». 

Quantities. 

Valaes. 

Cotton.    nnniMiuflicUired    (poond«J.    Im- 
■^tiS^Ki^gdon. 

it.«i4.2ie 

718.  MS 
<IS,«30 

zra,  141 

81.830,023 

fi;534 
2!,  041 

"■•as 

82.904.808 

iiAias 

58.H»7.8M 

»,»43,»« 

40.063.27S 

Miii.n(ar,tu«.  of  |dnti«ble)- 

Not  bltwcbV dyed,  wloied.  etc.... 
BlMolicd,  dyed,  colored,  etc 

I.Oai.780 
40. 448, 005 

17J,7S0 
4,837,016 

t&.oao.sff! 

103.404 
6,111,284 

42.471),  (85 

^oo».o«fi 

48,381,500 

1, 0^0,185 
4.ff!0.7S; 
13,125,405 

«0,417 
7,300,OT 

988,054 

Tfanod  [Dot  on  spoolo}.  yarn.irtrps. 

1.  (81, 173 

2.139,984 

82.108.052 
3.710,054 

Ss 

S.01B 

29,300,228 

Cloths,  etc.  {MMreyM*.),  imported  from- 

,  8,083,372 

1, 801.  OH 

48.71 

"A 

38,079,830 

iWi 

Q^rgmy." 

teo,M7 

42-473,086 

6,0l».eBS 

48, 384, 600 

0,070,293 
870,074 

as 

0,740,784 

8.510,422 

27,188,087 

Eutfa«D,  Hlotie,  and  china  van  (dnllable) : 

'^'"N'it'^^™°«fo"?o'?ir™''t'S'"^ 

1,190,878 

331,354 

8,409,078 

EarlhOD.  ataoe.  and  china  war^  imported 

■•JSS 

■'II 

2.824.531 

"ffig 

8, 400, 878 

BgE^idoHn) dut. 

100,074 

9.2J0 

120,711 

8.531 

1,417,000 
1,057.832 

reathen  and  douuB.  onide.  uot  dressed,  etc. 
dot. 

l.S«.89t 

UNITED   STATES  IHPOBTS  AND  EXPORTS. 
Imp«rl»  nf  mtrckandUe,  mteadar  fear*  1897  **A  I89S — Continued. 


TW«l*>II»Dlb<« 

ArtklMandeoDBtriH. 

IWI. 

im. 

TaluAi. 

■*"-""- 

V,l««. 

FMthen  iBd  da>i»,  Mt<inl.dnM«d,  eolond, 

tST4,SM 

&.5M.1U 

F.rttti«.i«(f™«,t™.): 

t,M1 

«,oie 

U.7M                 B.2N 

i.SasiwH: 

.is! 

l.M.W> 

1.40S,Bgl 

'"Sisriiti"  ""'■""" 

«.«S1 

i,'o«i 

Sis 

l.l»3,6« 

1,20<.SM 

B«p,udtow(rf f>«.. 

l,in2,GTl 
S.m.l!S 
4, 144,  Mt 

■n4;» 

4,238 
4.S82 
113,  Si6 
48,  8W 

I^e  or  tWpica  kbcr tlr«e.. 

KB,  43* 

2.a«1.3M 

ToU.™^«to™. {S":; 

"tS 

1!,  IM,  OIB 

gii:*3i 

■iW 

'J;??!!:IS 

FUi  (f^  UMI  dutinbl^  lou)  immrtod 

S,G2« 

a.«7 

784,  WIS 
402.  SOT 

'r. 

it;5u 

8.BW 

I,8M.U> 

1.04S 

JTote  (loni)  ItnporUd  ftom- 

2,421 

i3a.]iT 

1,731,202 
«,2» 

10«.MU 

2.48h32S 

B3.IM  1      l,B3'i.SJl 

m.»« 

^m.MO 

HuilU  (Km*),  importad  tram— 

is 

1,771 

(1,037      a,ffl>s,iM 

4S.XW 

1. 181,33> 

aulsTus  ((ODt),  importHt  from— 

»,m 

4, 110, 382 

«7.»ll 
l.«8i 

7,383,878 
211, 2«B 

«,TW 

4,1«,3« 

e«,7» 

as 
lis. 

8!;6»7 

701, 7n 

C.bl«,,  cordis  thrtBd.,  iiid  twtn«.  n. 

B,24Z,T« 

i.»OT.w; 

778,812 

ii»,S2e 

70.120 
130,117 
<1,S08 

a,  MS,  782 

Twine,  blmliliJ!  (pound.) fro*.. 

Caipets  ud  carpeting;  (iqaire  J-nrds) 

r.bri«,  pIklD.  woven,  of  .Insle  Jute 

iJiido 

l.ei9.MS 

Tarni  (ponnda) dot.. 

i,geg,3»i) 

IT,1»«,2« 

>.!£« 

».ZKI,OM 

!..»..  ITT 

COUHEBCIAI.  REUTIORS. 


Twelve  ntaallia  endfOK  DecotDber— 

AnicletHDdDDiiDtrlBi. 

18«. 

1W8. 

™-- 

Qatntiti.... 

Values. 

Fl*b  fponDdsj  r 

(im.jTB 

1V«.I)TI 
l&MS 

■46«;iW 

J,™,  MS 

t7U,E83 

1.170.041 

113.330 

Cod.  LuiWock.el*.,  driod.  imoteil.flfl. 

10,3!S,MS 
8, 77S,  324 

boIkhItto 

^'oII^MMBnksd dnt.. 

ieleasiiii       i.ormi 

U.16S 

MusksrtlpicktcdomBlteil dnt.. 

1,1M.(M1 

»M.J20 

e,o»,M6 

FrniU.[nc!ludlDBiiul»  (ponndsli 

4.MS.VT0 

478:435 
B.65T.BU 

«3§, gi4 

B.T«,10S 

s4,Mi.o6e 

!S^-;-.;:-:::-:::::;;;:;::::i5:. 

(Ol.OM 
7.»48,1M 

/*ffi 

tos,»i 

''"KTS.lT'CJSVSrri™ 

et.ni 

114.306 

*,a»,770 

l*n,««l»port«lft»»- 

3,42T,BS8 
113.3M 
18,840 

3,33T,0IS 
SB  787 
16,308 

3,0S7.8W 

8,418.008 

'^^JS'iS^J^- 

420.  M7 

is 

Sot 

81.  B» 

87,251 
IIS.  716 

820,521 

8.476 
8.030 

l.TSI.MS    1             033,8-2 

Kixit: 

T.MB,7« 

tl«.40t 
8>a,S8» 

»«9,8»T 

is.wt.«o 

15,4W.6» 

g.SM.TM 
8..1l».flW 

4:403;  870 

UNITED   STATES   IMPORTS   AHD   EXPORTS.  39 

Imports  a/ iii«rehaii4i*»,  emttnJar  i/0»rt  1897  a*i  ISOS — CoDtinned. 

Twelre  minitli*  ending  Decembai- 


1B07. 


I 


Qiuntltl**. 


Qnantltidii. 


ValuM. 


nl  fur  aklni,  etc..  Imported  Ihnii'- 


Other  Karspa 

Brltiih  Nortli  Am 
SoBtb  Anwricm... 

01UT  coQBtrlea... 


ssi.aa 

3M.4M 


ToUJ 



B.6W.TM 

4.257.748 

'eiT|4M 

171 TH 

1  384  M4 

B,J1B,BKI 

Ginjer  ale  or  fdngor  beer  (doien  pint*)  ..dot. 

63.1B3 

37,(WD 

»1.5«T 

812,401 

511.400 
UC544 

2M.M6 

13.  M7 
l.gH,M3 

C,-Undecu>dcr<.«>g1u..i»ll.t»d(»l<iu<. 
•t!ii,™d 

M,K3,t83 

(00.174 

1,(WT,0U 

M.747 

M,»0».»US 

8,  MO.  Ml 

3.718 

1,208.513 

"•MS!  a"^.'SS, 

tiir*i 

u>i,sei 

t.M7,»M 

OlM..  cjllnJer.  etc.  (pmadi),  Impmrtad 

s,««,si> 

'"■a 

3i.78a 

187,  m 
MS.  MS 
17, 4» 

8,»(7,»0B 



4S.»«l,4lt3 

j.e».M7 

40, 003.  eot 

fSSrSikiiv;::::::::::::::::::::f£ 

1, 033,832 

m,M5 
ra4.4i« 

47.S89 

'■^:7!S 

4,  IM,  S43 


V^X 

Hatr: 

"^T^^Z 

I,»B.7fl« 

H>U,  bonnou.  Old  iooi*.  m>tert«li  tm^ 

1,244.  AM 
154,214 

712.  ns 

2,111,2m 

S4.2«l 

mwt 

1.0T2 

l^5^t 

HiJ«iind>klni,oUHrthuifiir«kliu(i>atiDai): 
AII<>tlwr.«^hid4^DruMU.etc..fMe.. 

6e,177.58« 

120,  SI  3.  no 

M,tSl.i43 

IS,  802.  CM 
14,284.003 
S.14S.Ma 

M,M»,MO 
17, 760, 148 
133.788.202 

10.8U,43a 
8, 744.  SM 
14,307,327 

iaa.sn,<mt 

33.I30.74B 

2&7.0IM.>ai 

40  COMMERCIAL    RELATIONS. 

Imporit  of  merehandUe,  calendar  yean  1897  and  1SS8 — Conthiiied. 


Tw* 

n  mouth*  « 

Article.  wdcopnlrlM. 

18W. 

1808. 

Qautitiea. 

V,lu«,. 

Quntltl«. 

V.ln«. 

Bldox    ».d    Bkln.,    otbei    thsn    Aii    iklnt 
(pounds) -Con  tin  Q6d. 
HidH  and  akfna  (poandi)  imported  btaa— 

«.17T.WS 

'!:S!:a 

14,335.003 
10,  215. BZO 
«.BM,1S3 

'!:S:S 

B.e7l,13B 
8,818.  (WW 

a!  878.782 
1, 194, 087 

210,1127 
1,K».747 

g»I.U2a 
10.028.755 

I'll 

52,273,823 
2a,10fi.aS4 
IB,  781. 230 
38,172,7*8 

11841,214 
3.289,003 

1.  $40, 740 

i!80,a72,«lg 

33.230,H9 

257,001.020 

39.901307 

714.  Ml 

2.S72.412 

l.B27.««7 

India  robber  mil  pitUperchm,  and  niMuho- 
urea  of: 

i.oos,g»T 

«2.I»,I2« 

1B4.S!8 
21.«70.OIB 

887,209 

44,2e«,02e 

2S,0»7,624 

43.i«2.<ng 

2I,8M,»«7 

44,823.205 

India  rabbtr,  crude  (pauDds),  Imported 

T,>S2.D39 
1.289,577 

1I3.S7B 
IT.T9S 

isiso; 

•■as 

2,121,336 

^Joa 

13,871,357 
4!  105 

19. 853.  All 
1.T1S.52I 

b:6m:*49 

1.205,400 
102,122 
BS.327 

'•is 

57:!ra 

•,B62,»« 

69,409 

Tol»l 

42,lM.iaS 

21.870.019 

_U25a.o:8 

25,037.524 

MMofKtii™  of  (dntlabie)  - 

125.772 

Tot»l  minuliittores... 


Irono 
Piglr 


in  (poondii) dat 


Bm','™llwiy 

Hoop,  baoil,  or  mtoII  (poandi) . . . 

IngotH.  biooma,  slsb^  billeu,  ofs 

(ponndal 

Sbwt,  plkte,  and   tag|«n  iron 


a  nudo  from  fponnda; 


Cb*ins  IpooBda) 

Cnllery 

File*,  nie  bloDka,  iraapa.  and  He 


45«,lll 

m.m^ 

878,012 

187,219 

255.802 

31,  349^  707 

484,855 
12,433 

'MS 

2.873 

VS. 

38,800.034 

1.523.410 

23,  MS,  884 

1. 008. 380 

5.8W,0»0 

170.385 

6.085,287 

181.021 

187.  825.  680 
30,798.538 

4,!l«t.828 
TOOSO 

140,578,^25 
3S.  307. 300 

3.311.858 

707,  oue 

5,720,322 

344,863 

4.517.701 

318.553 

622|««T 

l,85e;j7S 
39.908 

881.213 
28.1.082 

43.  IM 

011,082 

UNITED    STATES   IMPORTS    AND    EXPORTS. 
Imperil  of  mtrekaitdU*,  etteniar  yaara  1S97  and  18S8 — Continned. 

Tmlve  moDlhs  ending  December- 


ArUele-i  uid  oenDtrlefL 

QUMtltlM. 

V»l.i«i. 

IJn«(itie«. 

18. 

V«lu«. 

Inn  »d  itMl.  and  BumfkotnTM  or-^oDt'd. 

B*7,S7S 

i,i«,»es 

$400. 42T 

1,932.884 

^^>."£:s!r.'.v:".'?'.'."^.K-. 

1.0IW.8M 

13.8M.WiO 

^'"rfitisi^gn-^*'  '""^  '""- 

iw.ni.  417 

'■•SS 

4.m.4ss 

'(H188 

i.ttu 

187,825.  §80 

4,8W,8aj 

VW,  SIS.  G2G 

Itoit  If  rM.  pomHls) : 

aJU 

lulsso 

1,110,  MS 
8.3M,*** 

8,  era 
i.7»,oei 

I»T,I27 

ii.o»:iTi 

SfiS 

Other  praekoua  itooe^  roath  or  nnsut. 

iT,ni 

1,817.»» 
2. 088, 187 

°S.".C~"  ■'"""■■''"'""-■ 

7.M8.3W 



18,004.389 

''"'u^!i*^;;^^?:.'":^.r.:T:- 

ii 

I.42i«U 

i.teo,o78 

Jewelrj,  knd  other  precloat  itonM,  et.'. 
(dallcblel.  ImportoS  fronh- 

1.MS.BM 
MV.438 
>2.88t 

8.011 
1.281 

Pnooe 

8.217,401 

8,137.8*5 

"^L^m^oTS'^"'"""*''""^'"'^'^ 

"t:gS 

!!.*«.  02S 

178.  *I7. 22.1 
874,0*7 

*.«» 

LMd.  tdC*.  b»™,  et«.  Ipoundu),  Impotttd 

■■gg 

i.i2o.«n 

.as 

I,!SS,»S7 

3t,  4U,  JM 

112,030.870 
180,384 

IBS.  318, 4U 

2,*80,*71 

_17^^2« 

2,MS.8<a 

42  COMMERCIAL   RELATIONS. 

Import*  of  merchaKdtte,  calaitlar  ytart  1897  a»d  !S9S—Coat\v\inA. 


lVolv.,„on.b,o 

ndliig  December— 

Articles  Biia  coiiDtrlei. 

IWT. 

la 

«. 

QoBDUtlei. 

Value.. 

V.<u«. 

Liiithcr,  and  maniifactnna  or: 
leather  (dotial.lB)- 

*1«8.3<» 

•1115,924 

8,308,848 

8.873,728 

8,238.171 

Uuiiiractnrea  of  rdotlBbla)— 

O.W7,«0 
1IB.1M 

5.888.484 
428.782 

0.788,878 

8  118.258 

S»t,237 

Isis 

381 

7T2.B00 

■.m.iio 

B.«88,484 

Mall,  barley  (biLlieU) dut.. 

7,128 

8. 518 

4,888 

4.250 

Malt  liquor.  r.li.U«bIe,g«U0M|t 

8sa,ia> 

1,388,121 

SS 

,ss 

2,877,310  i       1,4«»,0BZ 

2.842,328 

UaneaDRiw,  oreandoildeor(toiH) free.. 

38.t74 

MO.EM& 

114.  SSJ 

KIl.M.? 

MnrLlo  and  aloDO,  and  manarkctanm  of  (duU- 
abiolr 

8oo.eN 

288.881 

710.2(8 
228,908 

StoD«.   aad   iiiiumractDrM  of.    Inclndlng 

1,121.  MO 

M1.7M 

8,198,588 

Haltin*;  and    nuU  for   floora.  elo.    |>qua» 
y«rd.) dot.. 

0..'»8.848 

1,818.753 

"».!»•-'"'"•"•■"'"""»"'""■ 

.s:s 

3.479.813 

4,070,588 

3.98R457 

UnHuxUuBtnii.mnU.aDdpBrlaor d..t- 

1      l,0U.fll7 

Anliiial  or  reflneil— 

Whale  uidflsh dot.. 

85;  515 
18>;8«1 

EM.aao 

81>5» 
lis*) 

i,09i;we 

1.81ft.«M 
Sit.  703 

2,  018,  657 

6.m 

210,818 

1688.388 

878,  W3 

784, 788 

989.  IH 
1.182.283 

Vidittle,  or  ewHmtuI,    and  dlitillad 

6.83i,7Jl 

1,8*81288 

'■•'^As:-lsi^s:'!^7.r'.'Xi. 

U.0S3,8M 

7»,a«s 
2,SB3,m 

52.882,184 

742,188 
2.078,782 

a,  142,078 

!     »-««-'^<' 



UNITED  STATES  lUPOBTS  AND  EXPORTS. 
Import*  tfmtrtluaUUte,  etltnimr  fMr«  1897  mn4  /£S»— Contloneil. 


TwelTsniDDtbst 

diDg  DeWRiher— 

Attkle*  «.d  «mntri«. 

1_. 

>i,«M.e«i 

S3,IM 

in 

Qn«,tl.ie,. 

V«lu«. 

Piper   stock,  crude    (rnc)    (K*   b!«o  Tood 
'TpSl.^r'^k.  cni'd«  inportMl  from- 

»l,i«7,7M 

Toul 

S.UI.C78 

1,818,070 

"''jiii^'ss^ssr^K'?'^. 

4M^ 

llgT.MS 

i'oii'ew 

8.  oil.  Me 

8S.S72 

S,«I2,88S 

aosluo 

T«,9::l 

I.M7 
«,W3 

S:S 

8.MT 

Meat  pnidHota— 

MS.7M 

■"s.cJ'Tr.....           lb. 

JJ.MI 
11.  IK,  7M 

ie.SM,ai« 

1.4.T0,l>a« 
59,C5l 

a!M.WI 

I  HOO  07 

10,717 

M1.83S 
9ST.M2 

3.WS.2S4 
9il.«l2 

"mMl 

J1.1M.TH 

I.W5.83T 

10.SM.(IS2 

131. 881,  aw 
Lose,  TOO 

6T.S87.30l 

"""bjES!""^'!: auv. 

II8.S».1U 
M.T3i;SM 

a.ie»,(»(i 

»§.443 
1.0*-:  0J7 

1.019.138 

RI<i»flfniT,iJmni»l.uid  krakea  rlce.dat.. 

8«7.83a 

18fl.8W.«7 

3,405.688 

i»«.ias.TM 

»».M0.(M1 

i»7.77s,7sa 

1M,1B1 

3T*,30I,0*S 

dlncladed  In  "All  othor  n»I 

oft.tn™or 

?.r,"';f.^' 

o  July,  1898. 

, 

loo*^  Ic 


COMMERCIAL  RELATIOKS. 
Importt  of  M«i-<;JMHd{a«,  caloL&ar  ■gian  1897  o«d  1898 — Continued. 


Artlelet  find  couolriu. 

ISBI. 

1888. 

ValuM. 

Qnutltln. 

Vb1u». 

Lineal  or 'aaiual 9tA.. 

HT,OM 

»1M,7BB 

181, 1«! 

•143, 891 

1,818,667 

588,338 

»"i?szs2sri',.„« 

10,0Bi;815 

810 

28.«>4,ISS 

OU.HO 

It.SM 

«,i(rr.a24 

S;i.""~!:'.l^..".'r:?r:;;;::: 

•^i^, 

2a,5M.3M 

IT  173.  174 

SUk,  nw  (ponndi),  ImporMd  from— 

isisasloTT 

«t2,06S 

828.  8iT 

1, 903.  gso 

1,  945.421 

8,850. 621 

440.716 

4,580.760 
11,  MS.  440 

10.081.816 

M,B«,lSg 

8,487.224 

28,688.134 

2.34B.0U 

a.»(S,ifl3 
i,4m;imu 

13. 088.268 
8,168,848 

Spunallks,  In  ikdiw.  oopa.  Wkrpi.  or  on 

a8l0.8«2 

a814,7H 

88S.1W1 
4.028.979 

Ydvata.  pliutUH.  nd  nthor  plla  rubric* 

I0,85O,B7» 

K.2tS,tW 

26,284,«1 

"'"^JlSS^n"^!^.':'!!!^.^.'^. 

1,181.428 

119.7% 

82.860 

11.  B2S,  MO 

4.831.888 

313,  BM 

s,t9».3ai 

,ass 

a,  3;5. 881 
u.03a 

2,882  788 

10, 878. 487 
4:698:061 

1,797.167 

16. 2*8. 40ft 

BS1.747 
888.  «M 

i5,iej.84i 

'"««='-•::::::::;;::::;:-■. 

g9t,Mt 

760,038 

148:723 

«tl,71l 

656, 76« 

Splrea: 

'  Ungrnimd  Ipoond*)- 

isIbtbIsji 

18,WT.1T1 
J.JJ3.W 

i,i«2,m 

3M,M6 

1. 190, 399 

11,979,321 
18,233,898 
? 171. 488 

102, 8«« 
888,  T9« 
929.838 
806,895 

Penpor.  bUokoritbitc tw.. 

^•:::;:::::::::;::::;:::::::S:: 

2,811,828 

%6M.9B6 

Matmen.  p«pl>«r,  el«.  (frM,  poandBi,  Im- 
*"uniMiKi^Bcloni _ 

I0.Z)1,5T1 
B.717.1M 

GM.2IB 

"a 

1^642.880 
i;  006;  318 

1, 81 1. 701 
1219.8«> 

-i 

SfiS 

ITNITED   STATES  mPOKTS  AND    EXPORTS. 
Import*  0/  »trektMii»t,  Mlejidar  ftart  18B7  <mA  18S8 — Coutinaed. 


Twclre  noiths  endtn;;  DMMmb- 

Artid«MHl«nmtri(». 

IH 

VBloe.. 

188 

& 

l^atltlH. 

V.l,i». 

""■'^Sp-'s-.r.sr' ■»■■•"• " 

13,  HI.  027 

T47M 

«»31.NI 

«8,TH 

10,838,087 

1. 1SI,738 

1,8I»:801 

43. 888 

tsoa.sTS 

■s?s 

3,184 

37,7*8,011 

a,  KM.  881 

an.  403.  US 

2,188.300 

""uiSdiffiia:'*' '"■"~"^- 

248.244 
18.014 

it  til 

S17.14S 

la 

no.  448 

308.886 

]«t  u  inlmulieTsnae  tu) trtt 

Brmiidj dat. 

AUotier dot. 

MS,  US 
1.U7.M 

771,811 
782,440 
1,7«,«41 

818,080 

184.131 

1,M8.8IS 

8T3.n3 
1,357,212 

%«».1« 

»«:774 
18*,  M3 

S!g 

J,B27,«»2 

li 

138,  ne 

18,808 
838.078 

21;  244 
8.103 

40.817 

1.038.  no 

481,813 

22;  003 

Its 

IS.  170 

■as 

2,882,880 
82,183 

'^^Sk'^^'^- 

27:801 

^«83 
H.325 

1. 789. 282 

2.  MS.  081 

i.a..»o 

480, 684 

7.318 

478,188 

113,071 

8S8 

E:IS.4«) 

*'^«E;^C'.r.'~'!°'.*^^: (r«.. 

iHsiwa 

»^:a 

'""SV.'X,'."'i.,,.B.«h.,™,.>l,. 

colur 

I.0a9;5(ffi',M2 
188,  SM,  808 

24. 181.  TO! 
14.788.818 

»a,»e,BW 

4,483,081 

141, 138l  384 
2.48»;mB0!. 

8.4-2.056 

^,»'Ssr.«Ui.-.ii,v«:;::S:!;; 

51, 109,108 
1.025,808 

M1.8M.ZTg 

a,M»»,32T,»a) 

sss 

2.»»«;088;225 

18.081,84* 

KM  ■bore   Ko.    1<  Daleh   ituidBrd 

^'^-iss^.^T-. 

11,MT,Z50 

JS.m,i37 

883,  OU 
1,343.933 
1.  IMS.  287 
18.  887,  891 

18,T«,1W 

483.877 
24.43S 

41^WB,7»7 

I'll 
3;oi6;2M 

32a,2ia,s») 

148,112,804 
346,48£S14 

8,370.700 
42.811 

48; BIS 

i,o24.7n 

MS,  843.  348 
481.e2fl.883 

li8,7B(l,TB8 

sislsaslTii 

1S,»1 

4,S3T,TBa 

VwtlDdlHI 

4SiS 

S.5M:06* 

id  Is  "  All  otlicr  artlolai "  prior  to  Jnl;.  laSB. 


COHUERCUL  BELATIONa 
ImgorU  of  vi^rohandUe,  culentUr  gmiit  1897  aBd  lS9S—Coatintied. 


Twe 

«  month,  e 

ding  Dooember— 

Artidt^B  Bn<l  conn  tries. 

1«»T. 

1... 

QaanUtle*. 

r>lae>. 

VUoca. 

Not  .bovs   No.   la    Dntoi  atudud 
(puuud>),  Itoportad  ttan— 

M8,27j;7M 
»7;i(T4,38T 

•7, 1ST 
8.988.184 

,T.^^ 

88*.  Ul 
830.  887.  784 
43*.*».U8 
81,308,000 
■,881.80* 
103;88i:3T4 
140 

!•,««;  642 
18,1^94* 

1,086,*W 

2,!0U,*18 

B,0I*.»1J,S» 

n.a8«,o«i 

3,348, 848.ST8 

78,006.070 

AboTD  So.  IS  DnUhatudud  {pouuU), 

12.708.no 
B.  211.883 

2.asi,M» 

«),«<W.1U 

eo.33i,«M 

,!:S;!S 

8*;  401 
I.MU.  ETl 

1.G2Z.4M 

miM 

81S.28S 

1,<N8.841 

'■■a  SI 

n.S».8BI 
18,301.778 

SISSILO*} 
14,801,1*8 

80,081 

147,  80< 
3181181 

iai.Bw.JM 

*,toj,oei 

77,  •78.8*0 

l.»2S,998 

«,»*i 

84^!S 

m,gTO 

*7:280:iM 

«9.  TOg,  133 

13,4*5,060 

^™i^n^?i''s!iJ?r:'*^.^- 

1.  «e«,  472 
S,S11,S73 

33.2Si:2BB 

ifiltas 

810,8X8 
880,671 

'a7a;2i7 

•■^^ 
>,0M 

3,537.871 

8;;SI;SI 
i;t7»:«i8 

l] 317) 150 

b;o77 

*lm 

aa.'JW.i-a 

13.44S,0S0 

88.803,888 

9,  5*4, 918 

Tin,  In  bar., block*,  pigs,  etc.  (pound.).. fr«.-. 

SS,172,S71 

T,41S,KI3|      82,748,388 

8,770,221 

'"■'h^^^'.-X^^.':!^^'^.!^"'- 

18,8TO,M8 
4.2X1,688 

30, 73S.  ;n 

2,5ns.o^ 

013.  U1 
4,011,833 

36)888 

43,878,4** 
1,887,80* 
305,0*3 

s-smIois 

55,  ITA  071 

7,415,913 

.J,7«,8» 

8.770,221 

lobneoo,  (mil  iDiniibctum  of  i 
L«kr(dn(iable.pDua<b)— 

*,M7.*W 
7,871,08 

*,  860, 041 
*,IH4!T 

S.  0*3. 817 

8.2KI,W7 

8,080,071 
»;  478: 611 

U.SIS.TU 

0,872,488 

11,S87,B54 

8,868,808 

388.  I7« 

78)^130 
*,  SIT.  3*7 

71,ai7 
4, 401;  on 

181,388 

.SI 

1,210,828 

!«1.!*8 
*,708,8>* 

803,78* 
*,1M.T17 

*,iS:S?! 

me,  707 

3M.817 
2,833.487 

12,848.  Tit 

8.07S.W8 

11.M7.8S4 

8.588,«)M 

408. 2U 

1, 888. 018 
eilTJ 

150. 5SS 

'  58,' 408 

i.03«,m 

1.788.47* 

UNITED  BTATE8  UIPORTB   AXB  EXPORTS.  47 

Iwtporti  o/mervhapMm,  oalmtdar  yiarw  1897  nd  i«95—Ci>u tinned. 


Twslve  moathi  eniKng  Dectmli 

.r- 

AtUcIm  kud  coantriH. 

ISM. 

IMS. 

T«luo.. 

<jiiiuitJt]«.  1     Viluo. 

ia.7K,Nl 

i.a«.a7s 

^^^sr*'™- 

I.73S,M1 

"^bS^.I^-^p^"*^!: 

MI.TM 

03:,  TK 

sis 

«M,S7T 

AUolhrr- 

2,  an.  08(1 

I.HW.IOS 

TTlflMdlntlable): 

'■3?:^ 

3,1M,«M 

1,«J3,MS 
1.128,  «M 

!.  224,9(1 

3.365.198 

a,42a,uj 

WlnPB,  Imported  fYom— 

sa.its 

32,<H> 

1,018, 3« 

o.ua,au 

CkbloeC  «and>- 

1II,W3 

817,  3»8 

S,720.K3 

43I|ZS3 
I,£&]:S6« 

M3.02D 
1.  MO,  083 

11,132 

MB.  811 

1-1 

S74.I)U 

]M.aift 

2tE,4H 

TZITI 

2.481,443 

^       115.777 

13,  aw 

U2.44S 

480. 70« 

a,Sl7.1M 

1,811,283 
19,814 

It-oufiictura.  of  (dotUbtel 

awi' 

M.*47i 

i.m.m 

n,m.7ii 

lUhogany  (M  ftet),  Importsa  ftom— 

1,430 

IS 

e,ao7 

1 

!»,»«» 

SIT.SM 

18,131 

Bmt^.  pbuki,  etc   (M   ft«t)    ImporWd 

n4.«i 

4.102  1              S,S80 

tH,K» 

COHlfERCIAL    RELATIONS. 
Iwt^orU  ef  mtrctandUt,  caleador  gtan  1897  and  1S98 — ContiDaed. 


Twalve  niontbs  ending  Decembsr— 

Article.  ■ijdoonntrlM. 

l»7.                    1                    ,«. 

Quutities. 

•88,012 

QouUtlei. 

V«lu». 

Wood.  U)d  nuumftetorM  of-  Gontlnuid. 
Wood  pnlp  (loDBl.  Import^  from- 

iS 

1:S? 

18.848 

•68,171 
185.816 

3S.S80 

S7t),M«  1            H4TS 

'"'"i^Visss-"'-      ^ 

1 

3a,lH,DH 

90«.oat 

248, 3M 

1.028,188 

"■■»■"' 

«,6J8.»26 

22,80* 

■'la 

8,761 

'^^^=::::S:: 

1,2».S!0 

301,328 

' 

C1»H»  S_c»rpet— 

Do..'!!!!' .d^.. 

5S:S;S 

8,840,234 

71,500,268 

6,645,872 

ToUl                                             (****■■ 

■!S:S;ffi 

48,7M.S8G 
4.7O0.M6 

M.  850, 404 

11.588.576 

C!»«el— 

I0B,B7B.127 
IS,  534. 1SB 
8T,5«3,291 
]8,B78,«M 
20,040,BW 

19.080,  tm 
a,  8T0,  e»o 

0.403. 703 

4.WS:905 
14.471.220 

1,860.703 

1,21(5.886 

.!!:S 

2.025,478 

1B8,S»,SU 

33.063,828 

37.143,822 

4,«W,220 

'^'^S^mngdo. 

'1 

4,421,700 

172.782 

1,150,291 

■■■1:S 

H4Te 

888-107 
77,401 
8.843 
143,464 

264.253 

Ifii 

8,624 

sa.w».3S7 

8,04(1,102  1        1,20S,522 

301,387 

'^"a^^  Kingdom 

4(I,M4.4S4 

B^m2(n 
a,5iB.m 
20,  S7I).  ses 

J.m'.tK 

280,  4SS 

2,237,187 

1.283;0M 
1.845.390 
7M,1B5 

16,000:405 

10,8«:312 

17,7B7,0» 

4,310.808 

345.014 

2.011.886 

1,581.773 

8n,390 

1.422.868 

428, 83« 

80,015 

12I.<MJ.S74 

12,532,000  1      71,M1,0«0 

0. 646.018 

43.724 
471.817 

1. 083. 184 

880.428 
13. 854, 031 

13,553,243 
11478: 841 
4,488,148 

■'ii 

2,2711,218 

Criwtn  and  cirpelloK  Oqiian  T'"!;)-- 
Cloth  lDg,'eic.\'ei™pti ill wii'iiDii  knit' 

700,350 

3,870,388 

8.801.282 
618,548 

gSi,'?.:s:'l;...v.;i-.i,M^V 

22.3S4.142 

94.408,566 

83,171,462 

118,011,004 
0.4«4,4M 

Bhoddj. mniigo,  HookB. eto. (pouud j . . . . 

468.887 

82,808 

1.889,818 

iT%a» 

40.4.-.l.e31 

16.208,386 

UOTTED  8TATB8  IHPORTB  AKD  EXP0HT8. 
JmportM  0/  Mtrdiamdiit,  ealendar  yean  1897  imA  iSBS — Continued. 


Artidi*  uil  i^uulrkw. 

Tn 

V>lllM. 

•as 

Ilt)!sM 
1,788 

QuutllEu. 

830,511 
3];B46 

8. 

V.lii«7~ 

Wool  Ulrof  IfaseBmrl.  koM,  iilpKK  aiHliDiiiia- 

"TS»£l:tfr^.'!!:".T. 

*7a,WT 

J,(Ka,lM 

700,  aso 

'^ixsrmiissr'.'^-. 

IS,  01 3.  tee 

1781 17« 
MLSZt 

3ia.  4M 

2,DW,U« 
loisM 

11 

J.130:U4B 

g,  leo 

»,?70 

78,785 

878.2*8 
oilTB 

"■"w'S 

ToUl 

«,8«,1M 

8.3U.1M 

6.872,701 

121.416 

uo,j«« 

t.ia7.wa 

3,  87(1.  3Be 

s!  107, 700 
8,270,  007 

2,!IST,M1 

I3,H3,249 

US,  MS 
1»,431 

33.  171.  tS2 
2. 741.  MI 

l;.S±-''.'r"'"'' -■:■■::;::'.'!; 

108,  CBS 

I1MI4 

R.$34,7]B 

::::::::.::::: 

^T31.7H 
S,  117, 3W 

' 

877,2WI,3« 
Me.  WW,  833 

— 

3«,MS.64« 

U3.  »J,  32S 

831. 958,  a» 

•6,612,481 
8a,0T3.MC 
7>.  027. 143 

10t,6M.»l3 

46.>7«,264 

Foreijpi  atmin  vuaalt  r 

" 

312,2&e.3l3 

6e3,R68.n2 

4W,  828. 636 

W,8»8,MT 

SB 

SSiii;::::::";;::::::::::::::;:::::;:: 

:::::::::::::: 



31.S«8,IM1 

' 

50  COKIIERCIAI.   BELATIOICS. 

Erporte  s/  demttHe  nereJiviiite,  ealatiar  fnrt  1S97  aad  1898. 


Tw.^ 

ndlng  norenibet- 

Aniclfs  «ncl  couDlrie., 

Quantities. 

1.355:573 

V.l„«. 

Qiionlil  1(^11. 

1,^113 

Biported  lo— 

. 

«M,M2 

5flO,SlJ 

1](I,1»S 
8.:ia( 

3,nw 

8.  Til 

'lii 
Isi 

48.081 

aw,  109 

323 

CeDlnl  Amarjcan  SUlea  and  Britiah 

8  657 

5,30a.8'.7 

8,073.314 

«•! 

3TO,9W 

1     ^^^,  ,_^^ 

1.198,321 

1S,0W 
38,854 

«7.189l    3tt.3TO,5M 

"°'EK^'SfU»    .      .   - 

4,2M 

TOO 

8,390 
£30 

S3.m 

M,811 

150,814  1             1(1,819              117,510 

Hdih*  (nnmbm— 

il,STO 
8,10S 

*■  w 

73 

!,  980, 731 
B.OOO 

1,015,700 
BI1.7(S 
889,791 

ia,400 
70,073 

£,850 

JftBSS 
12S 

11,SW          ».!8!,1IS 

CMtnU  A-mertMii  St-tM  ud  Brttlih 

«.Mi 

6,»n6  .           GI4.M9 

J.7S3 

631,904 

id  uD<)ri  "AH  other  m 


UKITED  STATES  IMPORTS  AND   EXPORTS. 
Export*  *f  dometUe  merdiauiUe,  taitttiar  gaar*  ISOT  and  JS9S~CoiitiuaeA. 

TwclTe  tumiths  PiiillnB  I'twnib*!— 


nfmal*— Con  tinned. 
SliMD  (numberl- 

f  nited  EiDCdam 

OtharEiinpe 

Rrltlith  Korlli  Anicrlea .. 


ToUl 

All  otiiar.  inrlHdillK  fbirU. . . 


Art  varVa  ■.  PaloUnn  and  tUtaory 
hoib, anil  extract  dC for  (anoiiig  .- 

Blaf  kiDg : 


12. -Ji* 


111  born  tipa.  strips,  and 


m.  Biapii,  i>DgTBTings,  rieuiiiKi.  anaoifwr  1 

1 

CcBtral  Amozica: 


Otber  South  Amarica... 

ClllDk 

EaatIiidlM:BHHsh.... 


Other  caiiDtrlM... 


Bnui.nilddltDfra.an 
nnd  and  blacalt. 
Bockirbeat 


GorBiany „,,. 

Otber  Kitrape 

Brtttah  North  Anettoi 

Centiml  Amorican  Stales  and  Srltlsh 


21,  M2   . 
2S.»1    . 


2u,TU  !! 
70,18*  ,. 


I      t.US,aTD  J. 

, T^.K^., ~l, MS. «02   '. 

IS.  >2a.  ssj  :     8.  ssi.  IT 


'l31 
ST8.M5 


m:i7b 

iMer.MS 

1,  MA,  440 

8ii:7i« 

TM.TIS 

2o;!:t:ti5 

103,  M5 

"•IS 

«2,es2 

«i 

7tl.l2S 
1,  B20,  BST 

».>e.2a3 

1».  B71 

4a 

Total ;    1M,127.17(I       59,4 

afiatuRied  undar  *'  AIL  oLbar  UDeaununtcd  utif  los ' 


I    207.  H»,  381  I 
to  Jaly,  1897. 


COMMERCIAL  KELATIONB. 
Sxporlt  of  domeiHc  Mcrchandiie,  calendar  yean  1S97  and  1S98 — CoDtiuaed. 


Tw«l 

1-6  montha  onding  Deoember- 

Artlel™  uiil  ooiintrica. 

'«"■ 

1808. 

Valuea. 

i3,B77,*ra 

1.108.132 

^097;160 

B,2S3 

851.248 
40.029,100 

IE;  718!  671 

Valoa. 

Bre.drtiilb-CooUniMd. 

Corame^ 

a^:::::::::::::::;;:::::: 

:::;5;; 

7ie,»M 

53.S1»,091 
51,1)70,373 

2.810 

•1. 888.548 
H,Oj«,888 

'■'!i;iSS 

82,  Ml.  328 
1*,MB,S2S 
I,  935,  01^ 

,.ss 

M3,  174 

42,B7« 

3.»08,3M 

H.  1«8. 42T 

ia,«9,M5 
le!  E2«!  M> 

S.  381, 878 
48,043 

105,024 
1,  332.  T82 

317,015 

37.145 

3,480.118 

78, 180, 591 
it:  813!  825 

32!  287i  012 
1,714,842 

42,624 

0,201 

589;  065 

87.408.412 

8,130.083 

809,323 

81.880 
4.837,282 

1«».»a«.S2S 

90,828,440 

140.245.085 

Wlimt  flour  (bwmlB)— 

ITnltal  Kiu){ilORi 

152,  MJ 
120.417 
W,1M 

IS,  ill 

160,783 
124.  too 

78<i;38i 

130,  IM 

385,00* 

i«i,'6e2 

l».07(l 
123,  MB 

2o:;s3B 

10. 2« 

33,  «8I,  4*7 

83*:  iM 

aioioioso 

'■■HiS 

is 

3,038,001 
1,020,278 

"A 

1,22S;(194 

'  82?; 760 

24:  892 

8i:»6S 
707,025 

342: 0S8 

28,188 

1J.202 

1,024,08* 

253,118 
80,300 

10.774,024 

Cenlral  AmericBD  Sur«  ■ 

«A  BrIUah 

1,310,  TOO 

Otiier  West  Indlea  and  Ben 

nuda 

8.628.020 

i»,aoi 

88,740 

13,5M,*» 

58.182,  ins 

10,509,901 

018.884 
3,414.383 

252,528,310 

317.870,748 

BHckl; 

*.60« 

as 

4.108 

141,000 

183:783 
207,242 

■m.ir.i 

1,  8'>0,  778 

2,878,372 

3,444,235 

1(8,858 

CwrlBK^n.  eor«,  othw  nhlcrlw.  uid  parM  of; 
Cars.  puncnKer  and  Tnight,  aadpula  of— 

All  other  carrlige*,  ud  pirta 

of,  aieept 

3,158,882 

3.881.515 

Eiportedto— 

4«l840 
14,151 

::::;:::::::: 

UNITED  STATES  IMPORTS  AND   BXP0BT8. 
Xxpvrt$  «/  doMttlie  aumhaHiUe,  aaUmdar  gtart  1897  and  1SS8 — Coiitlnueil. 


Arll«lw  uid  emintHw. 


TebJcIca,  and  part*  of— 


Inc*.     ,   QautlliM.   I 


Britlali  North  America 

C«tral  ABiailun  StalH  KoA  BrlUib 

Bondoru 

llexica ,. 

Banto  DoiDiDKO |. 


Br>Bll. .. 

CalDDibla 

But  Isd'lea:'  Briii'slii.'i 

Bi^Uah  AiuiraJuta . . . . 
Otlier  Ada  nad  Otwanli 
Afrlc* 


Sim;. 
on ,. 
us.  sot  . 

MIW  . 

5«.n2  . 

11.831  '. 


j.iai>,j82 

1, 110.  sw 
7M,H» 

•0,381 

Sim 
8,33a 
lies 

I£a,ft28 

fa.'2u 

as 

Ult.SZD 

as.sM 
ni.7W) 

let 

C«>lnd  ADKricaa  Htalei  lod  Brltisb  { 

B,»<e.73e 

7,081,187 

"."!!:!!! 

WTM 

10S,435 

!m;»i8 

l.M)1.$t$ 

ABb»,piit  (ndpmrl 

;:;IS:: 

(2.889;  111 

1.013.M2 

wiMi 

a3!;&l'Xi..p^;«~S-. 

:"ib«:: 

bn,teii.m 

IBS,  31 J 

717,  MR) 

er«.«3(i 

4,735.5*9 

9.m.3S\ 

»5l,aJ7  1             (,427 

*"-™ 

■ 

MI.  Ml 

781, 747 

878,000 

w:,ses 

i.73t.«e 

l,8«8.87» 

aKetnmcd  under  "All  olhtr  DDeDamented  uticlea"  prior  to  JuIt,  18V7. 
b  Kot  ■eparalelr  lUtad  prkff  lo  Jul;,  IWI. 


54  COHHBBCUL   BBC^TIONS. 

Erporia  of  ionuttie  M«rc%ti»M*e,  etUtiMtttr  ftmr»  1^7  mti  2598— Contintted. 


TWB 

TemoDthB<iiidlnsI>«embt 

^- 

Arlid™ai„l»,mtri«. 

1897.                    i                     1M8. 

Qtiflntltiaii. 

Valnw. 

»aj8, 171 

84.131 

337,011 

Is 

18^853 

170.  sea 

£0.808 

" 

ValoM. 

Ootk,  >nd  W9lcl,8»-C«iiliimwl. 

£i|H>n«>i  to— 

*<38,43l 

Ceutril  Aniericui  SMtaB  nnd  Brttlak 

Eutlndlee;  BiitMi — 

'fiS 

1,734,098 

•-<lS,S,li- 

1,288,768 

s.ao»,M3 

5,838,730 
B,  MB,  781 

1.350.B48 
3,152,467 

3.898,031 

'487 
I,0«5|80S 

?7II,3« 

3»|lll3 
»;700 

118.633 
K.S2S 
17.868 

ii.i«,*ai 

731 

2;  BBS 

9, 1321687 

23,  ass 

II 

303:307 

4S!»62 
33,143 
15,783 
8,407 

4,5U3.4>B 
7,S4S 

Biportai  to  (tona)— 

United  Kingdon) 

30.349 

3, 361386 

3,751 
371.340 
1^««9 
146,611 
10,101 

42,034 
10.311 

ssiw? 

Cooinl  AiuBricau  SUtM  aid  BrlU.h 

10I1S4 

494,019 

1.183,401  I       4.S03.405 


Coffe*  nnd  eocua,  gcoiind  or  prepared,  a 


Clipper,  utd  1 

Unilad  Kingdom  .. 


ToUl.. 


O^arBaro] 


,       ToUl  . . 


i;3.9» 


Total  ooppdr  and  1 
natisdnllBg  on 


lanafkotunK  of. 


*T3,il73 

no,  770 


UNITED  STATES  IMPORTS  AND   EXPORTS. 
£i^p»rU  t/ dtmtiitc  mtrdMrnOiie,  o^eadai- ^ear4  JSS7  uitd  JsaS—CttatxixatH. 

Twelve  ■noullia  ouding  r<.aBil>cr- 


Qmiwtill 


T»U] 


\n>».„ 

51ialBa. 
)Ibe... 


U,S0ll.n«^  ,f 

fl.*18,fl70   I 

.  3.SAfl$2,M.1   I 


i   }  ^^■' 


3.203.453,578 


:%  ;[212,745,57»  I, 


(twleii . . 
■■Jib..... 


Briliili  XwUi  An 


OUier  Ajiia  ud  OosBlcn  . . 


I  2S,7!I.J32{ 
J  K,23i,674[l 
\  W,8jS,«1h!i 


J   115,30S.  Gt 

iS   22,2»,w: 


102.711    I 
51.577.304    I 

10.*7l[7Jfl   ' 


riwi™ 
■■\ll».. 


i««.a27  If 

lliwK  il 
«.05«.«u7  !l 


8.481, 7«   Uij  745  s-fll 
3.  203,  IM,08S  /-"''*•■■  ^'"l 

^3:»BS.7;^8":  "~  ia5.3"i8 
85,4!)B,(!lwi      4,529.7fi7 

8,I«B,0SU 

]  232.-08,2)4 

nnfnctimiB  c.f— 

4,825  03! 

"ii 

ia;  225',  780 
7!  448158* 
^II3.M7 

2.BM;wa 
7.  Baa!  210 

4B5,8m 

»,5013™ 

Xxparted  to  (Tiirili)— 

(l,»7.1Sg 

i,i98;Ki« 

»Sl.0U5 
11,278,247 

5:82»!M3 
l,gM.125 
208,538 

„,,;:;§ 
III 

13J:m799 

'  2.13!  7S2 
2,47»,43S 

21.B4l)54C 

18,TJ7,739 

no,  420 

fl»2.320 

if; 

833,233 
451,450 
9i:4« 

mm 

340,725 

fl;47S,'2» 
545,587 
23,304 

Ceutrml  AmeHcnD  »lmtea  niid  Brlt- 

S50,liO7 

ttJ!i™ 

633,130 

SS.nO!  1         1,«W,772 
S84.378.      31,421,115 

GthcrABUmndUcBaiiioa 

1.  »«».•« 

283,084,151 

Coo^^lc 


COMMERCIAL   RELATIONS. 
Exports  a/  dometUc  vierchandUe,  caltHdar  yews  1897  and  ISSS — Contiauod. 


Duiba  endioE  Dsi-enitier— 


Ar(kl™.iideonutrl«. 

,»,. 

1838. 

Quuitltl™.  !      V.l™. 

QiwuUtlH. 

V.lu«. 

""■^•siissk"^ 

2,e70.2» 

*1, 088.731 

SKfiS'"''""' "" 

J,1IS,(«1 

8.811.248 

■J'-Ul 

J.  708. 002 

4,088.104 

Eiponwl  to— 

411.308 
8,520 

1,H7,471 

200,508 
3I«.830 

II 

43:ftw 

,11 

IISIZOT 
68,813 
7,224 

2,831 

Kmew 

==--^ 

B.rl!ien,  ■tone,  Md  chinn  ware; 

m,320 
30.283 

M7.«n 
42*7  sir 

^i  350. 474 

iEi:v;;:=:-;v;;;.--v.v:;;'":: 

2,734,213 

m,w2 

[         GGl,Oie 

'"piSbKmo. 

6,180,840 

{  ';a 

4,872.403 
442,077 

Allolber 

S5!,0«e 

5.180,540 

587,802 
100,408 

i»9;W 

6.178 
40 

»J 

'396 

Eiportcdla— 

m>77 

207.072 
146.420 
4,169 

••St 

20,  Ml 

1,009.018 

21 

M.  NT 
8,742 

704.881 

■  MsBSi 

CentnJ  AmericM.  SUtM  and  Brill.U 

470,767 

ui,«4e 

5,130,540 

687,882 

1M.4I» 

1I.0S3.8TO 

7,908, 868 

2,215,608 

aKeluised  under  "Allolber  uDBDumeraUd  uniolea"  prior  to  Jaly,  IRfn. 


CWTTED   STATES   IMP0BT8   AND   EXPORTS. 
Export*  0/4omt>Ue  uttrchaitdtte,  eaUniar  gear*  1S9?  and  189S—Cont\na^. 


lutrlH. 

TwrlTe  Biont 

ArtldlcB  and  co 

IW. 

Fiah.othfTthuiHlnKHi 

::1S:: 

..lb... 

bblo.- 
t>bl>.. 

i.3a*.m 

»,m.sK 

MS! 

"•SSr™. 

aS 

"sih^i-i,,^ 

se.m.vn 

ODued  flVh,  otber  Ihim  ^mon  uil 

■Ull- 



"'-SIS.7. 

niillaK  DwBiBbcr 

1                     UK 

Qiiantilka.  1 

T.lu«i. 

lew™ 

f3t,l«l 

18,  m 

i,m  1 

13.824 

14, 053  I 

30, 272.411 


Applna,  grvtn 


Tola)  ftnlti  aoil  nala 
Fiinitare  of  metal. 


Google 


58  COMMERCIAL  BEL&TIOHS. 

Erp«TU  ef  drmwaiio  menAaniUet,  oaI«itdar  ffttn  1S&7  and  ISSf — Contlnnetl. 


Tw 

y*n,oml,«o 

ad  lug  I>ecemU 

«r- 

ArtlfilosHiia™niitrlM. 

Qwiatitirs. 

"  ^lut^r 

Qiiamitics. 

18. 

VahifB. 

,,ss 

..ass 

i,nt,6M 

i.ia9.oi» 

G1j.=™.™g«i««„Ear lb... 

186.981,770 
].S4I,«I 

z,  ere,  600 

,J!!:S 

a23,9rO,7S5 

i,*7o.e53 

8,876.  818 

2L'o,  aai 

8,245.852 

fesSii-;;;;;:;;::::::::;;:::::!-:: 

1. ass,  103 

108,768 
l.S«,BW 

1,118,083 

142.304 
1,240,01)7 

1.538,  ^1 

1,18S.311 

0»,873 

072.892 
l,0Sn,762 

H»J (MB.. 

eB,8R3 

80,160 

BMn  mi  skins,  other  tbiu  fan  (pounds) : 

sei.iw 

•■|| 

101,  iw 

l,tM 

4»i:wi 

13.  we 

•00 
7,140 

m.  is« 

10,310 

454]  BOO 

Centnl  AmarlcBn  SuUa  and  Brltlab  Bon- 

IS,  174 
S,3«8 

Ki,a» 

iisoo 

''^ 

li).778,«Sl 

1,H3,0£: 

11.M7, 1!8 

1,018,433 

7S,0D7 



7,,:«1 

10,!W,SS3 
30S,g7« 

T2M71 
4,806 
7  Mi 

W.871 
1,170 

1,  403.  471 
W.IJO 

a 

l.IM 
IMS 

1»,  871,7*0 
MS,0S3 
483,000 

M,S25 

S3,ifl7 

333 

fS. 

4,481 
lO.Sil 
8S.872 
1,  OS!;  140 
M,031 

!,«M 

'■101:314 

Centrf   AmsrlcjiD  SUlea  and  British  Han- 

i.m 

100 
00 

11.172 

lt,«0!,«<M 

4S,90« 

31,040.858 

"  "1,015' 

400, 0«B 

S,S>7,310 
42,  Jm 

Inilln  rnbbci  and  eat(s-P«al>s,  manuracturm 

41!,<S7 

W.IK 

224,734 
1,440.  4B2 

1.7M,483 

1.6®.  228 

~~:r.:::7. 

iii»o,«e8 

236,214 

'"%H.,^. 

«,424 
158,788 

98.888 

189,113 

108,083 

n  n8Cu™«l  uiMlor  ■■  All  otbrr  un 

nunmralod  ar 

ticlts  ■■  prtor 

to  3,tly,  1807. 

,8lc 

UNITED  6TATia  IHPOBTS  AKD  EXPORTS. 
£xp4TU  o/<teMuli«  mtrdumiUte,  m^ckAu-  year*  1897  «iU  XSStf— CodUiiiiwI. 


Qaulltics. 

Valnu.         (JuHUUtlH. 

Valiivi. 

poaea.  iKlnding  talegtapb,  telepbais,  Hud 

"I'li'^Ktaitd™ 

340,  ua 

OntnlAnwikaiiljIatciaiidBiiVliiiHoD'  { 

"•?"'SU.« 

5.185 

5,113 
01.92* 

i-:jo9 

38.153 
1X373 
;i,313 

»W.185 

J.  230,  Ml 
387.  BW 

41.883 

8.700 

:^ 

S1.1M.84: 

10.  8« 

11.  «M 

37:T81 

17:420 

3.517;-ji3 

Bua  or  rods  ofalesL  olber  tluin  virs-lbg. . 

1^;  lej 

CcDtrel  Anierictn  Sum  aud  UrllUli 

142.  SWJ 

!.W9,»1 

231.038 

RodiK  wltivoTaled Ibi., 

tSliKt*  Old  pUtet  (pui^Ddil- 

3.  isa.  au 
jilswlsii 

HIS.' 073 

"I™ 

i7-j.ie7 

2. 353. 823 
131.853 
W2.208 

IB,  551 

14T.SW 
Ml.  MM 

^28.  TOO 

4i;40iM« 

10  203.003 
•0.017.  MS 

103.  oat 

107. 308,'  IW! 

Sill 

Tin  pUlta,  tone  platan  aod  lassara 

5.510 

Rt™««r.ll™,«d,l«l toj«-. 

1,255,451 

CnrwbeeU Ho.. 

121.  «00 
780.830 

SS""^"""^ 

. 

•^'r.-A-a'c-JSfe 

*,<»27.75T 

80,313 

1.188,013 

4, 303.  ;»B 

2.404,327 

0.405,082 

«.  015. 221 

■  Nut  aepanlety  aOtsl  prior  to  July.  1807.      5  ITol  acparaWly  staled  pHor  to  Deri 


nber.  180T. 


60  COMMERCIAL   RELATIONS. 

EiporU  of  domeitie  mtrchaKdiit,  calendar  gear*  1SS7  and  1898 — Contianed. 


Artie  ICB  BDd  oountries. 

IBOT. 

18*8. 

Talnea. 

QiumUliea. 

Valae*. 

Iron  ■nil  •!«],  and  nanarnrtiires  of— Cont'd. 
Buiw™'  krdw.™,  and  h»b  ■nd  loo[.- 
CoQtlunsd. 

1«).470 

(1,  T«2,  B80 
1M.1W 
K(5.eH 

wa.i»a 

Mr2.aM 

13.  M2 

lM.!8i 

1BB.»4S 
10%  WT 

10.125 
»S,81J 

C«DtnlAn>sri«in»lBl«B>indBrit-  1 

TB,tn 

808,  SIB 

18,772 

I,  iw        hi 

•.WE.  on 

fl,W5,221 

aMT.«3 
0:1,0(0,888 

1,SS3.0M 

8,ni.TJo 

SU.8SI 
2.300,811 

SewlDK  niactainca.  niid  parts  af- 

SIS 

I0II,2M 
1.8M 

83.731) 

11 

241,4U 

— 

6n.«i 

SS-SJ 

iS:^ 

Central  American  ijtataa  Miid  lirlliih 

sss 

!^?S 

isImi 

SOT 

■■■■s 

3,1m.  138 

3.o«a.m 

ESiiiV.::;:::::;:;;::;:::::::::::: 

„.i  zi 

MO 

8» 

a.  MS 

0,100,781 

..ss 

Statiorarj 

MB 

»».B«» 

IfpeiFrHins  mar.hlnea.  and  part*  at— 
VnilAd  KldRiknr 

Olli'T  Eillups . . 


a  Not  separately  alated  prior 


00,011    . 
177.441  1. 

Inly.  lOOT. 


111,781 
«a,0T4 
STLttl 


d.vCoo^^lc 


UNITED  STATES  IMP0BT8  AND  EXPORTS. 
Erporit  of  domettie  wtarekandiit,  oalmdar  irtar*  1S97  and  1808 — Continaed. 


»  monibi « 

ArliclHudcoiintriia. 

17. 

w. 

Qn«>tltl«. 

VaJiw. 

Vdlnr. 

Iron  udit«eLai<din>niif>etunR  of— Cont'd.    1 

W7.M. 

1.378 

S.gM 

S.S2M 

83:1*6 

7,S«0 

•S7,4as 

Coolnl  Ameiicui  SUl«  tai  BiiUab  | 

«^"» 

B,!4a 

IJJJ 

12.1m) 

43.028 

l.M6,BIS 

1B,JJ7.M5 

Nallii  and  •plkiw  (poandHl— 

S?,'^ : 

12!  r.e,  B70 

J,1»3.S*S 

•7^701» 

IS!!! 

3W.831 

HU.8I7 

»,)S!i.a7s 

36.247,2W 

3»,7ie.s«i 

Ul.TTB 

2N,3M 
f6S5,46l 

"• 

i.sii 

328.010 
4S^0OT 
»,M3,«tt 

M.737,2» 

82.774,858 

JewBlry,  and  otbcr  mamiractum  of  fold  and 

SOI.BW 

*ai.M7 

230;4OT 

7a.3U 

«m.Hi 

704,  T« 

liiK.,  bu.,  UMi  old lb... 

l^^- "»■■ 

tT,T23,6» 
1S0.4T3 

U0.4M 

290.  ST! 
2«.WM 

.!:!S 

433.31S 

Leather,  sole  (pound*)— 

'■S:S 

II,  00s 

].2«7,3«« 
148,  IM 
217,228 

«;344 

aiim 

12]  Ml 

2>,Sa2.«04 

iiH 

1,2»,GM 

]SS,012 
231271 

s8:iiM 

•■»» 

"SS! 

Silii 

U.«M,8M 

B.M5,4S8 

-He,TM.(Ka 

a  Kot  aeparataly  f  tated  prior  to  Jnlv,  1»7. 
tPnrtoribbi  isrorBlgDlead.rotanied  bycol 
WJuly  I.  1817. 

iMton  of  coo 

loina  b}'  miab 

.....™- 

0  1.H1  prior 

COKHERCIAI,   ftELATIONS. 
Extort*  of  ^mnrtHc  ntrckandUv,  cAteWar  gt»rt  IS97  anif  1^95— Con tinaed. 


Twclva  inonlliB  eodlus  Dscenbtr— 

ArtklcB  DDd  ooiintriu. 

1N7.                                        la 

■a. 

leather,  olher- 

»1M.KB 
J7l,5» 

(.SliMl 

•Ml,70g 

^Uu.  bulf,  gntD,  and  »U  otber 

10,  RIO.  a2> 
era;  187 

10,38«.3»0 

13,212.2« 

Zi  ported  to- 

7,  MS,  151 
wilOT 

e.B8i.eu 

297,5*1 
7fl2.1«S 

C»i>ml  ABHriciin  Statu  and  BrItUli 

rss 

£.838 
B,2M 

is 

4JIS 

22,40(1 

io.3»e,sw 

11,  US.  sea 

Uamifactarai  of— 

2S.5I5 
237. 5ie 

Cmlrnl  Amerlcao  Butts  and  Brtt- 

72.  Mu 
IBS.  no 
<U>.S90 

285.  ftM 

S,IS5 

l.BW,«« 

l.»M.(23 

'J32.U31 

1.076,«61 

r. ;    19.k;io^ 

«.»ie,83i 

oiwlwl        iioiwo 

ai'.M 

3S:!S 

M.lt hurt.. 

muil        w:£84 

tvi,wj 

I«othMCO«rtnei £.11,.. 

IWBll 

■92.  U2 

M,7T0 
1,1M.«K 

*M,(i7a 

7J,6ll 

'^'S^^rs^r 

40$;  4X1 

l.VR.Mt 

I.M2.a20 

UNITED   STATES   IMP0HT8  AND   EXPOKTB. 
Sff»Tt»  »/4«mmtic  menkawUte,  e»le»4»r  {war*  1S97  and  /jjW— Cootinucd. 


AtUcIh  aail « 


Tvelre  monlbi 




^.™... 

•»,«« 

•i" 

_"""""■ 

v.m... 

»gi 

5TS.0M 

2ia.sH> 

391.  HB 

l,W3 

iefi,«i 

itslitoni: 

2,870.103 

17.17J 

4,»«.0M 

'"S 

^*«.2« 

4.31>0,MJ 

'•11 

17. 4« 
7.81> 

|:S 

101075 
».4K 

205,878 

wlea 

so.  708 
8,078 

2»:63J 

01111 
2,508 

878,  Ml 
G03.JIO 

a.  KM 

1.8MI 

I.  MO 

4M 

Mio 

44,  OM 

Si 

li 

"^aifk'Sss,'" 

0M.171 
Olt.STO 
7<1,«7S 
47.0t7 

5,  IMS 

'•S 

7.m 

44, 1« 

'a 

8,100 
12.172 
40,3<« 
W.4TS 

I,  ISO 

1S,»74 

i 

!fS 

^"Tnil 


■Dlliie.*pliiti  oriRiUang)— 


BrtSu'A 

Otlier  AaU  hi4  Ocfaaka. ., 

AMm 

Otli«-««atrlM 

ToUl 

Total  um  ilorw 


(^  Bike  and  «fl4d»  seal  (pooDds): 


2.  408,100 

4.8«W.563 

1.312.110  ■         I.8-JS.T7B 

1«,107 

aio.isi 

B,1I0 

u,soo 

O.Ufl.OM  1 1,  488,  •30,324  I 


■1  prUa  Is  Jalj,  I>B7. 


COUMERCIAL    BGLATIONS. 
ExporU  of  dometlie  iHtrchaHdht,  calendar  yrara  1897  and  1898 — Continued. 


L'Diled  EiDgdon 
Franoe.... 
GenuMiy  .. 


B43,(IU 
UlB.7ie 
020.  Bse 


I  oilcake  BD'I  oil-cake  lural 1, 1S2, 837. 084 


li),SM,»0   I, «5a, KM), 324 


ToUlxBimtl... 


British  North  America .. 


Otlicrc 
ToUl.. 
UlDCnil.  reflncl  oi 


nunDbctured,  not  In- 


sludistf  renidaum  (nllona)—  i 

NipflUiu,  Inciuillng  all  lighter  prod- 

DeUordlHtlllstion 


13.  Tat.  1! 


Hfliloo 

Bulo  Doming 
Cuba 


Other  8outh  America . . 

China 

Eut  Indie*— British . . . 
Hongkong 


OUMroonnlrle*... 


«.  BIS.  926 
728,878 


S«).SS8 
S,  tl3, 703 

z.wi.ssa 


10.  »B4. «» 
IM,  0H2,  «8B 
M4.  »B,  5M 


t70,g|0,0M  j    i*.Wi,3!a 
a  KoC  a«pw-a(al;  »M1«1  prior  to  Julf ,  lOT. 


i,n2.>u 

t,«22!933 


41.SBI.2M 


UNITED  8TAT£S  IMPORTS  AND   EXPORTS. 
Export*  of  dammtio  Mereltanii**,  Mleadmf  y»ar»  1S97  and  1898— Contiun^l. 


Twelve  mootli*  eDrllDB  DeMinUer- 

189 
quanUdea. 

1. 

Valnea. 

ISO 
Quanlltiea. 

Valuoa. 

OtU-Can(lDi»d. 

Uluenl,  roHDWl  or  Bumolmctareil,  not  In- 
eludiDC  nxidaum  (nllaB()-Cant<nii«1. 

from  whkh  Ihti  light  bodlH  baT> 
bMD  dlitijlad bblB.. 

»I,«M 

»M5,0OB 

724.  Me 

tillMlS 

ToUI  rtfliMd  or  muidtactiind  In- 

IU,S<U.W1 

48.407  417 

TmnABLB— 

al,OW.>IT 
14,  MS.  780 

331,  OU 

7,»2 

i.tm.wi 

ii;4»7 

is 

lilBDtO 

"s,"xs- r!.... 

M^7e7 

3.037,718 
VS.  TBS 

2.881,029 
78,970 

^.^ 

M,124 
78 

'^:^ 

12, 3« 

3,  Ml,  914 

i;:8M:s«e 

WD,K>S 

10,  TW 
3,04(1, 803 

14,721 

4s 

1.048,  Mil 
310,  918 

so:  802 

I.I12.K78 

Cent«l  Ameriian  8Ut»  and  Brit- 

Oth«r  W«t  IndlM  and  Bermuda  .. 

eo.T3a 

JM,«» 

JMS1.«2 

S,*22,069        W.7D0.1U 

i«t,5ei 

1Z3,BU 

as 

8M.831 

88.878 

137,181 

K.m.mt 

78.  W3 

B«;i5s 

3, 718,  SOT 

7,84».»M 

10.048.81)8 

Pspar  ud  muinfMliim  of: 

i,an;22T 

1«,8I0 
!.»0«.S10 

^^ting  paper Ibg.. 

oii.is3,iw 

1M,W4,743 

2.807,871 

«,S33,1M 

8.S8l,eM 

FuBflln  undMnfflD  wax  (ponnda)  i 

g4,M2,3e9 
1.2«,0I2 
ID.OSiogg 

'  (WilW 

3.3IS!47S 
108,308 

98.183 

a.Mi.&SB 

3.I8S.M9 

lOO.lU 
780,  113 

2:81! 

■      M,010 

'3S 

in:  271 

t7,gw,i4i 

3.S18.IB7 
2«,i8S,7lO 
U,  489, 045 

S7B.2&4 

•■vs 

288,383 

137,401 

6,1».7M 

3,513,009 

3.«43,4eS 

3,432 

CoDtnl   American     Statea    and     BriUtb 

xM.m.vu 

O  K— TOL  1— 


r..,z.d.vCo(>t^lc 


COMXEROIAL    RELATIONS. 
Stfortt  of  mvrdtmtAite,  ealamlar  ftv  tS97  mtd  IS9B — ContlnnetT. 


Twelce  moDthi  CDding  Doccnibtr— 

ArtlclManclemintrlM. 

IBIT. 

1818. 

y..™. 

Qn«t:«e.. 

V«lu«. 

«2«B.7ie 
«71.528 

- 

«o.m 

"^Sffl-r. 

7S!!.*00 
3IB.lat 

"■35 

n.tat 

r.«8a 

*ia.w» 

4,eM 

TO.8U 
14».tS0 

312,  7M 

ikIsm 

'■"■a 

2,2»0iON 
t7g|  817 

2«on 

65,004 
38. »» 
12.  TM 

'■JM 
3T.0M 
49S 
8.828 
8.808 

a 

22,822.278 
305. 3« 

s.taa.OTi 

31418.288 

213,411 

88.8(8 
88 

B«.R2 

3,8M 

2*8,077 

141.781 

4.' 128 

37,88) 

2.0U.388 

343.  sen 

Ceitnd  AmerlCMi  SfMm  mnd  BiitMi 

SaoM  Ddatfnsv „ 

Otiwr  W«Bt  IndiM  «ia  Bormiuta.. .  . 

'•■^J 

^MM 

Chtiiq 

BMt  India— BrltUb „ 

18,048 

BrltliS  Anatniuim „ 

4,482 

«.BM,g31 

8.728.807 

87,888.832 

•"r.BffiS™ 

27B,as.ns 

a»,2M 

3M.7M 

1,000 

2»2Q« 

288.414.280 

'578 

279.SB2.5fl0 

22.298,228 

207.438.906 

Sallod    or    pickled,   md    oUior    mnd 

*!:KS 

2.1S0,S8S 

47.508,240 

2,818.405 

Total _ 

«.  831. 117 

2.24i.S0(j 

48.732.783 

2,737,3M 

Siported  (o  (DoniKls)— 

4, 2w!  <7n 

8,127,  Ml 
4.011,  9(M 

890,728 

zsrisg* 

12i.*00 

341780 

2«2.wa 

'is 

ml  808 
308.  003 

34.757 

14.2!K 

i;75B 

ii 

881 

21,«l,!7e 

B.  tisl  n7 

8.807.04* 
8,428.637 

707,024 

K.tM 
313.307 

128.  SOO 
28,700 

172,  glo- 
ss. 848 

C«>»ndA»«ri«itB  Statnnnd  BrtUeh 

18,111 

Other  Weat  Indtta  ad  BermodB . . . . 
Olbar  South  Ameri^ _ 

JSr'.'^!'^;;;::::::::::::::: 

IB,  188 

iM;aa7 

83,322 

13.  urn 

1,083 

ToUllKirf.mlled.etD _ 

M.  884.111 

2.244,988 

48,732,705 

2,737.304 

Tallow  (iwHixlel— 

lis 

tt.zo;,uia 

802.451 
311. 038 

247,014 

2.' 821 

45.  000,  J9I 
11.480:803 

18.430.402 

l,m270 

Britieh  NorK  Ameiieo 

»io,U48 
17.S70 

UNITED   Wa&nms  QHPORTil  A5D   EXPORTS.  S7 

Sxportro/dvaMrileiMniAAiMH*^  emltndai  yaart- 13B7  amd  1S9S — ContiDnod. 


T«e 

V8llH»tfc»Ml 

1. 

DM 

T- 

A^*Mf  and  MUntriw. 

IN 

8. 

ValuPI. 

Vtlan. 

M.rloo „ 

a,«is.i)a 

710.  i44. 

414.4a* 

274.  7M 
32.  ISO 

IBB.  214 
30,657 

US£a 
1.173 

50*.  701 
'4B«;5« 

(03,477 

H^-""------"-------- 

21.723 

'i^ 

'ysa 

Total „ 

&S.«».<M 

2,028,733 

108,819.  1B« 

1,208.903 

^^.iS^/i™ 

us 

3I,4U 

S»4.SSS 

W,244 
113;  W 

30,  070,  572 

80.  U3 

!.1(B.«17 

3,HSS.eT0 

820.010 

Sao 

050.801 

U.MS 

44.3(13 

1,031.141 

3a  380 

a,27fl 

14,502 
22 

440,7911,080 

44;212.D» 
84,514,352 

228,008 

1»,  218 

31.  U* 

8,590.884 

0,  BI4,  SIB 

10, 2W 

2Bt:><ta 

52,720 
107,  OM 
44,031 

CcDtnl  Amatma  Btwnud  BiMtli 

18,  m 

OUnr  <nr<rt  Aidkoaiil  Bgrmadk . . .. 

60,110 
470,881 

O.h™A-U™.0«».te. 

24,500 

TMol _ 

578.082,  922 

38.820,382 

aiB.0tl,2I5 

13,786,015 

■^JffiS!^„ 

4,  OSS,  321 

311,405 
200,  4» 

3.Jlfl,'7M 

mn.  415 

l,23«,!a5 

'     liie!lS2 
B72.7iB 

5,74« 

aiu.o» 

II72.47S 

8,001 

13,481,301 

4H4!«0I 
1,370,850 
881,387 

SJ.1IB 

3| 

B7,I^ 
20,251 

■"■Sis 

13.B7&!a5« 
2B,232.BS» 

MO.JW 

04!  708 
3,S9I,7BS 
198.407 
1.0:10,817 
40,  4« 
15ft  3M 
752,209 
83,100 

148.758 

B,8Bt 

IS.  215, 209 

gSfe.iiiii--::::::::::". 

i;^:w5 

213'>S 

MBrim. - _ 

I'Slfii:;".-.:::-.::-.::::-;;.:::. 

355:022 

Brull „ 

Cokmbl*.  — „ 

140.  557 
is!  701 

10,819 

I71,«BB,M3 

10,581,050 

220.011,750 

^n^.-^- 

SaltMoipickled' 

(>8;j»4,i30 

280,217 
3.503,040 

_;j«v™ 

2,027,505 
8,8(H,0-18 

72.  MB.  580 

3,853,182 

147,3311,001 

"'jss'5'.Jj.'sr^- 

23.SIB.BS1 

1,384,404 
7.09(1 

81,  on,  73* 
12,  sis',  000 

ynmoo _ 

7io',7e7 

~.oti^lc 


COUMERCIAL   SELATIOnB. 
Export!  of  daatettic  mmvhaniitt,  eaUKdar  if»ar$  JSS7  axd  laoS—CoutiaaoA. 


Twelve  monlhi  e 

Mug  Decmb 

«- 

ArtlclM  lUKl  oountrlsL 

isar. 

IHM. 

Vtlue.. 

QnlulItiH. 

V.la», 

UsKt  produi:!*— ConllniinJ, 
Beef  uroducU— CoDllDiiHl. 
Port  (poiind»l-CoDlmu«d. 

11,  SOS,  Hi 
1,32«,«U 

3.171 400 
23T,g30 

^S»7 

«,010 
B.4U 

'{S 

1*7.167 

l,4a»,B16 

2, 80*;  200 

'  108, 700 
143,588 

'itnloos 

74.400 
X7S.7U 

BrltlBh  North  JLii>'eri«i 

*1:ISS» 

otb^  w^t  i.;di»  »d  ^^od^' : : : : 

068,234 

73.MS,»SB 

?,B53,Iffi 

1»T,130,0M 

a)3.293,ZIU 

"■?*'■  iil 

M^  240, 201 
121.  (M,  ISO 
*.IM;o08 

2. 120,  Ml 
<l,tl)2.M5 
44B,3ie 

SI,  017, 077 
t.K3.m 

■ill 

ioItmIsit 

SN1.M9 

i,MO.sm 

74,805 

10,7H.«7 

io:4u:42i 

117.772 

US 

I,[»S,<M 
ZB4.71& 

2,m 
'mioM 

37,(23 
113,  160 
4.041 

2ai,62S,»8B 
25.  SOB,  100 
2HB.  080,  471 
102,218,038 
10,801,182 

2.828.440 

Si 

4,'mi!07S 

e,23i.7e3 

t,S62!8Se 

••SSi 

2.400,210 
45,293 

Sf.r.h^^JKAiu;ii 

•■ss 

CaDtnl  AmM  oftn  BUte*  and  BrlUih 

Otber  Wwt  Indiw  au>  Bermndm  .... 

418,340 

«2£.t«0,«ll 

32,(122,400 

730,  W8.  B02 

(i»lto1ene,  lard  Ins,  ate.) Ibn.. 

1S,3V7,MS 

'■"H 

23.B22.8M 

1.WII.253 

4ft4,BM 

285,527 

118.12S,«H 
3,«30,3!0 

7.011.028 
871t,4M 

130, 503, 408 

Otoomargariiia,  Imllotios  lioller 

iM,ois.Bii 

7.301,081   1     142,  273.  1» 

^^xi^SiSo'isr^'-  

7,40e.T«5 

73]  7«7!  038 
»,B13,S3t 

4,U« 
4.410 

463,003 
1,  BII2,«87 

*'ss§;oiT 

438 

3t^?JJ 
84,M1,04S 

1!:!S 

M.S30 

Cwtnl  AmeHeui  8uu»  ud  Brltbih 

1,M7,4SI 

232.418 
1M.M8 

189. 02S 
0,836 
St,  031 
17,387 

188,037 

122,058,(111 

7.3ai,(tBl 

142,278,130 

..Z:\^ 

UNITED  STATES   lUPOBTS  AND   EXPORTS.  6'J 

Export*  oj  dmHMlid  merekiatdiMe,  ealmdar  y««r«  JSS7  a»d  180S—CoDUantd. 


Tw« 

Ta  monthK  enillng  Ueccmlwr— 

18KT.                        1                        1« 

Tallica. 

ButUr  (poDDdal— 

]|,  812,72* 
2.22«.;te 
1,483,228 
1,S0T,BT1 

248,478 

4b;*S5 
I,  984,  157 

SIS 

OM,327 
32.T20 

io«;2eB 

is!  078 

ss 

5;  018 

11 

Sis 

35.823 

IS 

Gcntnl  Aneriou  Sut«*  aiid  BcitUh 

mIsss 
iluuiJofl 

7341830 
18,408 
120.230 

10;  320 

OthorWMtlBdUmuidBennudB 

800,534 

"T?:*ss?ss^ 

171,20* 
118,840 

M,01l 
1M.B41 

21,  M8 

■11 

30.220 
21S.48S 

'mi 

10.021 

14.  aw 

4,710 

Z.6Q1 
100,042 

814 

1 

23,318 
2,400 

»,4I3,14«|       S.  138, 005 

C^timl  Amerinn  fitalo*  ud  MritUh 

155,050 
185,850 

AS 
■M 

40.335 

205.183 

17  553 

'4*-^! 

4?^ 

OtbrrVatttDdiMuidtKniiad* 

•^j^ 

2^SI 

».m,m 

5.432.371  1      40,623,004  1        3,378.818 

•35,370 

-mSS 

148,  Ml,  208 

a,  778.  OSS 
4.3K,S82 

Is 

34:812 

„S'S? 

Ki«b™..Be.l,«.dpolUh lb... 

2>;o5« 

83,217 

Clover lbs.. 

CottOD lb*.. 

FluMcd  or  liBMsd bmli.. 

Sr^-k-;-.;:-.:/.;::-.:;:;::::::'.'";- 

2ii.m'.m 
lalsooiaw 

'■as 

300. 384 
lU,fl3B 

20,004,132 
20,  731.  425 

2.7(»,U0 
13.807,471 

1,504.400 

Total 

3,172,001 

5,374,473 

^■wX'^-gdom   

i.»4o,sa3 

48^440 

«s3:e47 

ti 

3.21B 

823.310 

lotl'^ 

Mwim 

Cratr^  American  8Ute>  »nd  Brltlab  1 

'•"S 

300 

70  COWUBECUiL   BELATrONB. 

Xtporf*  of  doiMitio  »«rc>(iHdfw,  Mlamfar  s«an  ^OT  tmtl' ISBO—Contrnxmi. 


Twolio  montlia  ending  Dewmbet- 

ArtJclea  nod  coonMu. 

16.7. 

16B8. 

QaantltlH. 

V.IUM. 

Qnlntltiu. 

Value.. 

SeoiIii-CaitiiinBd. 

•1,402 
2,072 
MGl 

u.3;io 

4,835 
1V48T 

ft,D1S 

2.173.681 



6,274,473 

a58.»« 
2»7.4a6> 

224, 2W 

im.m 

'"■aiaii',Wi 

msoo 

Olher llMi. 

26,188,636 

i.«ai,33u 

1,  in,  314 

ajwnoiiceU  md  spsiranceH  w«s Ibi.. 

181km 

S6.182 

2G1.2M 

W,982 

■*     wis 

200,121 
«l«,320 

iftsaa 

132,036 
102.084 

147,846 

388.143 

7^488 
266.  <07 

Otlicr.  tnsladlng  pore,  nmtrftl.  or  cv 

70,346 

1,014:743 
2j4,.'il0 

ss 

"'ffis™ _ 

Allo^iw....? _ 

Staflnoerj.axoept  of  |apar...___ 

Jtiereotj-piiaDii  el«trotT|HiiilatM  .... 
atnv  and  pulin  leaf,  msnafiotiirea  ol 


1Jiilt«d  Kingdom .. 
Other  Euro] 


ih^^A 


irWeMliidiMand  BermD<U... 


CnluDibla . 

OOisr  Sgutu  Amenna.. 
Utliar  Aaia  aod  Ooaurii 
Afrtoa 

Total 

Caody  Had  Mmhodmiery  . . 

Total  BQgsr  and  moTB 

lu.  manaraoUiTsa  uf 


UUTM 


tlf^uiB  and  tiimidiDgB 


alloltinied  under  "All  olha  onenumarated  article*"  prior  to  July,  lesT. 


53,578 
2.3ea 


I,6ffi 

08,331 
16.102 


tmiTED   STATICS    IHPORT8   AND   EXPORTS. 
JBrporto  ^  iamtilU  ■wretoaAH^  ealmtimr  gtar*  1S97  »n4  ISSS—Contian^. 


ArtJcto.  .nd  eonolila. 

Tw* 

re  monlba  c 
Valnn. 

dlug  Dti«enib< 
Qautltlcs. 

83.227,418 
2S.>7a,2*I 
M,  413,  Ma 
73.074,580 
8.138,808 

in,  8a 
1.742.  sat 

2,e5e,s77 

3*0,170 

(u,8oe 

1.171.  MI 
0,833,000 
2,M7,«B8 
tULtM 
3.85S,K» 
3,000 

^ 

QlHIltltiH. 

Vmliiw. 

81.H!t.7W 
30,ai2,17( 

m.im.tvi 

gS.W>,T31 
12,i73,«0 

1UM8 

1, 7i«,  laa 

47M,17B 
I^l« 

878.  «1 

m.»7i 

B.SJS.l)« 
1.  Ml,  100 

l.MO 

11.  s« 

^f^fi 

882,008 

^M  ^A°^^*n:ta  ud 

Brltldi 

s»i.vn,m 

aTw.!** 

208, 8W  838 

--M.. 

giSSii;::::::::::::::::;:;; 

1,M7 

I,B87;W 

2.  MO 

1,»,>M 

38,074 

7M,a3 

*.»M.7«« 

EgwrUKllo- 

1,483,071 

sis 

e*:ii»7 

II 

loiw 

128.488 

.gs 

1.0M.IK 

1*1. 38S 

374.183 

2,081 

108.530 

iTentnl  Awrioul  StatM  and  Brlll.b 

^r^?s 

4.MI8.7«4 

ESS 

431. tM 

.e.118- 

.bnk. 

*ai,5ij 

877, 33S 
IW.MT 
W3,7»T 

^•nssr^d,™, 

,11 

11 
384;  isa 

pou(o«!.^""'"!."Jj;."li;.\"' 

tfo.w 

AlTotlw,  InliidiDK  plDklw  lad  u 

I.511.888 

'■■s 

186,421 

3,818 

S-^J 

i.m 

188,  IM 

4,05« 

83,874 

:S:: 

whSEtai;:.'.;.";.:.:.:.:.'.*."".'.',".';.:: 

10*.  W7 

iSJ 

107! 83a 

H.3QS 
313.321 

73  COMMERCIAL    RBLATIOHS. 

Exporlt  of  (fomeilic  •tcroAaiHlite,  oalcnilar  ycara  7897  anA  1898 — Continued, 


TwelTe  aonllii  mdlog  Dusmber— 

Arilcli?B  ud  nun  tries. 

IWT. 

1808. 

VUaes. 

((■unUtiM. 

v.!™. 

WIdc: 

14.  cat 

l.l«t,Kl 

«60.7!« 
BIT,  7*5 

11,448 

1,888,186 

868,268 
708. 8M 

678.121 

827.878 

"-&r.".r"r'""!'.r'5,>.,.. 

410.  «3B 

T.Ka.4T8 

«.I58;W7 

l,»4,!8Z 
8.«1,7» 

873.818 

'■^"■!IS 

»,4l^008 

Bipor^l  to- 

4,138,188 
284.260 
l.Ki4,2n 

1;  420;  827 

B4.saa 

207,288 
U.UO 
».3«4 

ass 

2S,?I4 

42,782 
161,048 

1*°'*2B 

3.004.868 

Central  Amerlcui  States  ud  BrlUah 

0.415,008 

■•""lK,!,"S31r«.,u.L. 

^:S 

13,005.70^ 
430.915 

844,020 
81,748 

13.078,777 

HO,  113  1     13.43fl.e» 

876,771 

£iportodu(Unwt)— 

11 

-.\.tm 

B,aS3 
7B,B» 

4:774 

fliC44 
43:»0t 
•t,S7S 
44,  BOS 

Bleu 

SA.M4 
213 

'■ai:^ 

l.Zll!S4G 
71.813 

II 

««;t»i 

118iMT 
u;220 
148,343 
&T4.478 
343: 3M 

flse.2w> 

3.028 

zt|«oi 

41, MU 
02!  150 
S,IM8 

Is 

Si,  417 
48,881 

8.348 
47.001 
12.8S8 

1,160 

44,181 
43:087 

'■'^'^ 

£.238,017 
1.201.151 

'=-i;ss.t»-"f:"..':^!".".''..'.':»'. 

other  WMt  Inaios  uid  BermudB 

661.787 

878,164 
44,SBa 

»•«« 

wa.ii2 

I3.43^tM 

875,776 

13.422.347 

Shinnies M.. 

SI. 7-0 

88,180 

407.428 

..SB 

831. es2 

86,064 

118,  re 

8«rr::::::::::;-.;::::::::::::::::g::: 

54J.S09 
28.040.44b 

J.K 

6W.204 

1,010.  MB 

Door*,  iMKnud  Winds 

UNITED   STATES  IMPOSTS  AMD  EXPORTS. 
Expert*  o/dMBMfld  mtrehamdUe,  eaJatdar  |r«ara  1897  and  18$S — ContUia«d. 


ArtleWftada 


WW.  and  naDiirfielnrMor-CaBUnaed. 

IS 

11,717 

■^»: 

.in. 

IH,«7S 

.,. 

Ceninl  Amrrlcui  SUIm  and  Brltlih 

sf-JSi 

100,307 

3.«88,KS 

MS.  MO 

lgS.3M 

242.  IM 

•,II«,2M 

22*.  lis 

T^I^^'ZS^  ^"oiw'i.^ 

oM,in.O« 

M.iii'jso 

S,0T1.<IS4 

M,2B2,m 

as.  twin 

"'iJ^^fiTga™ 

a.aM 

OTfi 

TOO 

10,000 

5S 

1.<»S.01T 

1M,«08 

•0.S39 

HaiinfMtTirMM- 

«W.Z8T 
B«2,m 

■as 

»5 

i.«B.a6e 

ihi^imd  muiafMtiirM  of: 

B.3«0 

1I1.BM 

jT.i'^isss'ri'r ""■■ 

i»,«o.«ii 

i,3U.S3a 

»,»,.,. 

1.  on.  059 

l.«7.SJS 



*,«5.»;2 

5.173,110 

Total  fin  of  eiporU  of  donUHUo 

1 

.ara.5M,S!8 

Ctrrieafn- 

S:S:S 

July.  13D7. 

. 

«,n3,i;i 

airotMp»>tel; 

tatod  prior  Lo 

ri-nodi,Go(5glc 


COUICBBCIAL  RELATIONS. 
Export*  ofiomtttki  nwretaKdiM,  ealatiar  jftart  1S97  and  189S — Continaed. 


Tw.lvomoDtU« 

ArtlclM  DDd  oonntrtai. 

1«07. 

ISBg. 

(tauidtlM. 

V>1d«. 

Qiuntitlea 

VlluM. 

Carried  in- 

^■"^iV^'""^"- 

<I(9et.6«2.gS7. 
11.103.  MS 

11,  IS4,  SSSl 
IW.»«,ZO» 

XI.  MO.  in 
Sot*:  WW 

ij.omiin 

^^j*r!^.::::::;::;;;;;;. 

1,SM 
43,  (04,  111 

80S,«T* 

oKotgJTeDladeUilpiiortoJnl]'  1S»7. 
Import*  anA  txporU  of  mwchandiie  from  tSS9  to  /, 


T-arendin 

Import  I. 

BxporU. 

l*»™Dl»r- 

Freeofiliilj-. 

DlltiHblB, 

ToMl. 

Donmllo. 

Foreign. 

T«t.l. 

«M,B3t,B77 

4M.  ore.  031 

«7,8M,17* 
3g3,371,0S3 
S»4,  SIR,  131 

isa:302,tM 

«iSbu^ii> 

3«6.MS,6a 

(770, 921,  oes 

BZ3,a07,T38 

eu.a3a,U3 

SOI,  08^347 
ej4, 058.22* 

-g^ 

13,170.005 

n;7oo;m 

1 

807 

333:  SSI 

7»:4M 
312.110 

980,' 830,  USO 
1,070.8:^  2M 

idbyGoOgIc 


AFRICA. 

As  noted  in  prerioog  edittons  of  th«  Review,  the  continent  <rf  Africa, 
for  tiade  raacfiDs^ ia.  considerwi  in.  floor  geogia{UiicaIdivi8iou» — (L]  the 
S'ortlieFB,  coveriBg  the  Canary  lalanda,  Uad«ira,  Moioeco,  Xuuia,  Trip- 
oli, AlgcriayE^jpt^aad  Eritlirea;  (2)  the  West  Coast,  embracing  Cape 
Verde  Islands,  SenegM,  Sierra  Leone,  Liberia,  Ivory  Coast,  Cold  Coast, 
SUve  Coastr  Lagosr  ^ifer  Protectorater  Togoland,  Cameroons,.  Conj^o 
Free  Stste,  densAB  Soatbweet  Afriem,  and  Angola;  (3)  South  Africa, 
incTnding  Cape  Colony,  I^atal,  Orange  Free  State,  Soath  African 
Repablie  (TraQavaal),  am{  ttozambiqne,  tbe  trade  of  this  eonntry  being 
ehttfly  iit  tF»isit  for  the  Transvaal;  (iytbeHast  Coastr  embracing  Zan- 
zibar, Madagascar^  Maozitliia,  Beojiion,  German  East  Africa,  and 
Biitish  Ea&t  Africa. 

In  pla«es  not  covered  by  repcu'ta  from  TTnited  States  consniar  officers, 
recoarse  has  been  had  t«  British  and  French  colonial  reporta,  in  order 
to  give  a  coinpEeheoHive  pictare  of  trade. 

According  to  the  returns  of  the  Borean  of  Statistics  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  the  continent  of  Africa 
(the  Azores  bein^dsssed  ander  Emope)  dnring^the  ten  years  1839  to 


.m 

■890. 

mi. 

1^. 

im. 

*i,i»z.s3e 

M70.8S6 

aim 

«37.»0S 
71,872 

£sa,sis 

W!(>.m 
•a.tti 

420,  sw 

1593,107 

rnmSAIric. 

m.m 

m:iS 

Llhtri..: 

41. 7W 

15.287 

1.ME 

^ilisS 

■S'^ 

Purti^SIfAftii 

,,S:S 

n 

18,048 

TM.na 
i.<Bi,m 

I.  S41,  M» 
1,2M.4« 

LBMlm 

Totri 

3.31»».«0 

a,iM.«» 

S.512,8»0 

6.187,021 

4.WI,SM 

ISM. 

1BS5. 

1898. 

BrlUthATra 

141. OSS 

"■'S£ 

f  1, 477,  S» 

iIoIbtd 

H 

ia,twa 

(1.217,458 

tMO  800 

CuunlilBndi— ^ 

31.  «l 

^fcjti^ 

i6,sas 
i«i,i4; 

a,ii)8.sH 

Tag.G25 

..Is 

l.l»S..S2g 

8,040 

ia]08a 

8.621 

All  other  Afiioa „  _ 

7.m,i2i 

a«7,3Si 

7,2M.62B 

a,  SOU, 7(3 

722. 242 

TlK.1.- „ 

4.TM,ng 

«,1W.U» 

%.m.t» 

B,Sa5|53B 

8,  130.  ,77* 

idbyGoOgIc 


COUHEKCUL    RELATIONS. 
EXP0RX8, 


igga. 

loo. 

mi. 

18B2. 

1893. 

»a,ai8.7» 

t3.su.  MR 

313. 4U 
473.143 

«3.224,0n 

•'■Kf'JS 

2S4.U0 

IT3.M3 

21,  ass 

IU,8M 

iie,g« 

41,  W5 

>i?:S| 

5,01a 
£09^718 

^.uis 

207,037 

1M,678 
7W.SM 

147, 484 
4U.U0 

7S.10g 
4W.2S3 

4.W1,KIB 

4,448,834 

iggt. 

5,125,*»5 

4, 548,838 

5,213.819 

im. 

IBM. 

i«r,. 

1888. 

BriU>h  Afrfw 

SWt.lM) 
8ii,  742 

(7.W1.11M 

»i3,!09,isa 

202,(138 
i72,(l73 

12,085 
453,42fi 
1,«S4,B74 

«85,215 

H!,87B,a» 

385.  B25 

i;bo« 

54b[378 

i,8oa:t20 

BTB:g27 
tM.eu 

IIS.  781.552 

UBili>';n*CBr 

14.893 

166,731 

4i«;h» 

87:817 
2,0!lftS01 

ffiS! 

273!  4EI 

893.859 

B,B2e,22B 

a,Bw,Mi 

n,032.!lM 

18.878,427 

W,  102,888 

TLe  Treasury  bending  "British  Africa,"  it  should  be  noted,  coTers 
Oape  (Jolony  aud  Natal,  in  South  Africa;  Batburst,  Sierra  Leoue,  Ivory 
Coast,  Gold  Coast,  Lagos,  the  Niger  Protectorate,  etc,  oa  the  West 
Coast,  aud  Maaritius,  etc.,  on  the  Bast  Coast.  United  States  trade 
with  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Free  St&te  is  not  specified,  being 
largely  conducted  through  Cape  Colony  and  Natal. 


NOKTH  AFRICA. 

CANARY  ISIiANue. 

From  official  returns  of  the  countries  named,  the  followiug  figures  of 
imports  f^om  aud  exports  to  the  Canary  Islands  for  the  latest  years 
available  are  taken: 


Conntrj, 

'^^e.." 

■<ffl«" 

•2,T«0,D0O 

1?:SS 

3,0*7,300 

Ib  thererore  Uken  1 


11 1888;  (he7url8B7 


The  Moniteur  Officiel  du  Commerce  says: 


cial  movement  of  tbe  Caoariea  hu  progressed  in  the  lant  ten  yenrs  at 
the  rate  of  ttam  2,000,000  to  3,000,000  peeetas  (mO.GOO  to  t5T»,000)  »  year.  From 
18,000,000  poHetuB  in  1888,  imports  rose  to  43,000,000  pesetas  in  1895.  In  theM  totalx, 
however,  the  imporlatioa  of  coal  is  iuoluded;  witbout  coal,  the  total  in  18%  waa 
17,4!M,356  pesetas  ($3,378,411). 

Tbe  economic  development  of  tbe  Canaries  depends  sole);  on  the  Dumlier  of  boats 
stopping  at  tbe  ports,  vhich  promotes  a  larger  importation  of  ooal  and  a  more 
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eiUiided  aale  of  mcftF.  ponltrj',  reget«blea,  ftnita,  wiD«B,  etc.  Tbe  ezportatli 
earij  friiits  and  vegetablea  hot  been  of  importune  in  the  last  lix  years.  Cocli 
fonnedatone  time  tlieiole  wealth  of  the  Cauarlei.  In  1889,  iti  exportation  amoi 
to 20,000,000  peaetaa  (C3,860,000) ;  aince  that  time  the  quantity  baa  greatly  diminiBbed. 
Tbe  early  cruits  and  vegetablee  from  the  Canarla*  are  cent  almost  entirely  to  Lon- 
don and  Liverpool.  Tomatoee  are  eiported  in  boiee  of  ditferent  eiies,  delivere^l  to 
the  exporters  at  from  12  to  15  peseta*  («2.32  to  $2.90)  the  quintal  of  iO  hilograins 
(101  poanda) ;  at  Londou,  they  sell  for  la,  tbe  kilogram  {24  ceuta  per  2.3  pouiiilH). 
Ai  regards  caltiTatiou,  the  seads  are  imported  from  England,  sowed  in  tbe  tuoittba 
of  Augnst  and  September,  and  transplanted  a  month  later  into  well-lrri gated  land. 
Abont  9,300  plants  ean  be  pnt  In  a  fana^ada,  or  Ijt  acres.  Tbe  ftait  is  large  and 
higbly  Bavored,  the  earliest  ripening  at  tbe  end  of  October,  when  the  export  trade 
Dommences.  The  potato  crop  is  ready  in  December  or  Janaarr,  and  a  qniutal  (220 
poiiuda)  sells  in  London  for  lis.  to  ITs,  ($3.36  to  H-OS).  Many  landowners  plant  a 
second  crop,  which  is  ready  for  market  in  March  or  April.  From  October  to  May 
one  can  always  oonnt  on  two  harvests,  whatever  may  be  the  prodnct  outtivated. 
Both  potatoes  and  tomatoes  are  remnnerative.  Tbe  banana,  however,  when  it  is  of 
good  quality,  gives  tbe  greatest  profit.  The  gronnd  yields  eighteen  months  after 
planting;  one  ran  caant  on  1,000  to  1,200  plaute  to  tbe  acre,  and  on  150  bananas  to 
tbe  plant,  with  two  barveats  a  year.  Tbe  bunches  are  sold  for  3  to  5  pesetas  <58  to 
9T  cents).  Tbe  flight  on  tomatoes  and  potat«>es  is  I5b.  (M.60)  tbe  tun  for  London 
or  Liverpool;  on  bananas,  l^i.  to  28.  (36  to  48  cents)  pei  bnnch  for  London  and  2i 
cents  for  Liverpool.    Oranges  are  excellent  and  abundant,  but  are  not  cultivated  for 

There  are  seven  sugar  reflneriee  operated  by  steam  in  Orand  Canary  Island,  one 
at  Tenerifle,  and  two  on  the  island  of  falma.  Sugar  cane  yields  most  abundantly, 
and  the  industry  is  profitable,  as  the  sagar  enters  Spain  free  of  duty,  wliile  foreign 
Hiieais  pay  40  per  cent. 

The  vines  produce  well,  and  the  wines,  when  made  with  care,  rival  tbe  best  known. 

Tbe  Canaries  are  famous  as  a  resort,  from  2,000  to  ^000  visitors  wintering  in  the 

The  following  table  gives  the  average  ijuantitiea  and  ralues  of  the  principal 
exports  from  Grand  Canary  Island: 
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The  ralno  of  the  exports  front  Tenerilt'e  averages  9,426,436  pesetas  ($1,819,299). 
TAADKIUA. 

OoQsal  Jones  sends  flvin  Funchal  tlie  following  statistics  of  trade; 

The  imports  into  Madeira  In  1897  were  rained  at  $1,163,677,  against 
IS30,032  in  1896.  Goal,  cereals,  and  dry  goods  were  the  chief  articles. 
Tbe  exports  were  $1,324,768,  against  $938,631  in  1896,  wiue,  the  most 
important  export,  figuring  at  $895,732  in  1897.  The  trade  with  the 
principal  coantries  in  1897  was: 
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The  table  of  exports,  says  the  cossnl;,  does'  not  give  the  TJaited  States 
a  fsm  rating,  as  the  trade-  is  mostly  via  Great  Britnio  aod  is  credited 
to  tluit  fioimtry.  The  ex^jort  af  aggB  to  Seatk  A&iaa  ia.  daveLoping 
remu'kaiblj.. 

MOROCCO. 

The  cooantgeneral'  at  Tao^er,  Mr.  Sammere,,  gireff  iini»ortft  and 
exports  iiL  IS9T  as  folhiws : 
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The  chief  articles  of  import  are  cotton  goads,  $571,434',  nnd  flour, 
$169,095.  Oxen,  J25T,4T5;  hides,  857,332;  goatskins,  $«5,9S1;  eggs, 
$8G,G81r  and  slippetrs,  iii3&,51Ji,  iigafe  amou^g  the  moat  important 
exports.  The  eonsul-general  saja  tliat  th«re  has  been  a  decreane  of 
nearly  2©' per- cent  in  imports  daring  the  yBar,rfuc  to  the  rise  in  exchange. 
Uwin^  ta  the  lack  of  direct  cooimniiication,  United  States  goods  to 
reach  Morocea  must  paa»  through  fonra^ni  pocta.  The  mitton  eioth, 
which  is  largely  used  in  the  country,  comes  from  Manchester,  oikI  is 
known  in  England  by  the  name  ef  domestic ;  the  Moors  call  it  "Ameri- 
cano." Flour  is  imported  from  France  and  ia  not  of  good  quality. 
ADieriean  fieur  is  eoasideretl  too  expensive; 

ALGERIA. 

According  to  French  official  retnms,  the  foreign  commerce  of  Algeria 
in  18!)7  waer  Imports,  eil,7I6,00&;  exports,  t9,601,OOUi  These  fii^ares 
do  not  uiclade  tiie  commerce  with  France,  which  is  given  as  follows': 
Imports,  $45,412^908;  exports,  $47,478,e0e.  Theshareof  the  principal 
countries  in  the  trade  was: 
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The  principal  articles  of  import  and  export  were:  Imports — coffee, 
caltle,  cotton,  textiles,  cereals,  coal,,  tobacco,  wood,  and  machinery; 
exports — rushes,  reeds,  cork,  iiou  ore,  manufactured  tobacco,  vegetable 
hair,  tan  bark,  Goddcrr  skioa,  aad  horses. 

TUNIS. 

The  importa  of  Tunis  in  ISD&were  stated  in  Commerei^  Belotionti, 
ISQQ-VI,  ai  t3,963,00&  and.  tihe  exports  at  t6j6o9,000.  Figures  for  the 
total  trade  for  1S97  are  not  available,  bnt  the  exports  from  France  to 
Tunis  in  that  year,,  according  to  official  statistics,  were  (9,071,000  and 
the  imports  into  France  irom  Tanis  were  $4,655,000.  The  exports  ftom 
Great  Britain  were  $1,071,092  and  the  imports  into  Great  Britain  froni 
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Tmtn  were  9391,139^.  Tbeaa  tw»  eenntries,  vitfa  Italy,  ItRSBia,  uttd 
Austria,  are  tbeijuerooiapetitorsfbrtbe  trade  of  Tama.  Imports  from 
tiw  United  States  ta  U96  vera  givea  at  93fiyil00  and  exports  at  »1 ,000. 
Gottsa  gocds  ««•  iwparted  » 18M,  aecetdiag  to  •Keml  igfott*,  to  the 
Tahie  of  (S49,2M,  atM(  ffeor  and  frsra  to  tker^ne  of  ^,608,409.  Lom- 
b«r,  cofl^  and  logar  flgiEte  amoog  the  impfnts.  meat  vas  exported 
to  tb«  Txlua  ^  tIyHi72,«W,  and.  barl^  varied  at  (330,700.  Tbe  exports 
ef  oKt«  flit  MMSBtedte<  1772,009^  Other  exports  were  eattbt,  ^ob^cb, 
irfne,  b«rt^  etc. 

A  Britisfa  fbrei^i  office  report  ^rvestliesonrces  of  hoports  as  follows: 
Cotton  goods  from  EnglaDd,  either  direct  or  via  Malta;  tea  from 
EDgiamd;  eoflfee  from  Austria;  flo«r  twrna  Fmee;  wioe  wb^  spirits 
from  AHstpia,FraDee,  and  M^a;  tiBBcd  pcsvrsioiM  from  Eagltuid  and 
France;  tinued  mSl  from  ftwitzerlnnd;  Imtter  and  <AeeBe  A-om  Italy, 
Deumaik,  France,  UoUand,  Switzerland,  andtho  TJiiited  Stiitea;  beer 
&oi>  Germany,  France,  Auatria,  and  a  little  from  England;  dried 
fruHa  froBK  France  ai>d  Malta;  ebeKtealBr  draga^  and  seaps  ftooi  Eng- 
land and  FraB«e-|  candles  m>ra  France  and  England;  tirabw  frem 
Scandinavia,  Venice,  ItonmanJa,  and  Canada;  bricks  and  tiles  ft'oni 
France^  drain  pipes  fcom  England  and  France;  clothing  frum  Eug- 
htnd  and  France;  ^ass  and  earthen  ware  tron  Germaity,  Ansttia, 
France,  and  Great  Britiaii ;  netata  trtym  Italy,  France,  Germany,  and 
Austria;  petrolenm  from  Bussia;  other  oils  from  Italy,  France,  Eng- 
land, and  the  United  States;  machinery  from  Great  Britain,  Frant'e, 
United  States,  and  GemaiLy;  coal  from  England;  woolen  and  silk  floods 
from  Italy,  Malta,  Aastria,  England,  and  France;  iconjnongery  from 
Belgium,  Fiance,  Englaud,  Germany,  and  Aostna;  leather  goodu  from 
En^and^  France,  Italy,  Tripoli,  aod  Morocco;  clocks,  silver,  and  jew- 
elry freu  Switzerland,  Germany,  France,  Italy,  England,  and  the 
United  States;  wooden  houses  in  sections  from  KnfriandjScandinavra, 
Caaada,  oed  tke  United  Stales;  cereals  from  Italy,  Bussia,  and  Trip- 
oli;, so^ar  from  IVance,  England,  aud  Austria. 

B^grom  has  a  eonstderable  commerce  with  Tnnis,  eontinnes  tlie 
Brrtish  report,  representing  abont  3  per  cent  of  the  total,  althonpfli 
Belgkun  is  searcely  nieutiaued  in  the  returns  as  the  country  of  origin 
of  any  import.  la  like  masBeE,  Aastria  and  Spain  fsruHh  many  prod- 
Qcts,  even  when  not  speeiaMy  raentiuiied. 


TRIPOLI. 


The  British  vice-c 
in  1897: 


ul^t  Tripoli  gives  the  following  table  of  trade 
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Th«  imporU  in  1596  were  il,7Sl,»e'and  tlie  exports  (1,826^154.  The 
trade  decreaseil  during  the  year,  bat  imports  from  Great  Britain  remain 
the  same,  viz,  32  per  cent  <h  the  total  valae.    The  vice-consul  says: 
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fiTimitive  vaj|Rof  its  inhftbit«Dt8,  it  ie  Dot  to  be  expected  that  trade  caD  everaMnme 
[irge  proportions.  Even  nnder  the  inoRt  favorable  conditions  it  can  nut  but  remain 
conlined  within  modest  limits,  altboupib,  if  carried  on  smoothlj,  as  it  formerly  nas, 


seemed  to  set  in.  Tbe  purchasing  powers  of  the  inhabitants  ware  circumscribed  by 
the  bad  harvest.  The  BDormona  competition  among  commission  agents  teuiled  to 
complicate  matters.  Trade  with  Tnnis,'whlch  since  1893  has  been  decreasing,  has 
now  almost  entirely  ceased.  .  There  is  no  commeroiai  treaty  between  Turkey  and 
Tnnis,  and  so  long  as  the  former  refnses  to  recognise  the  French  Protectorate,  it  is 
not  likely  that  any  arrangement  will  be  arrived  at  whereby  the  products  of  this 
country,  as  well  as  those  of  Turkey  generally,  will  be  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  a 
special  tarifl'. 

Tlie  commerciKl  prosperity  of  Tripoli,  notes  the  British  report,  depends 
in  a  great  measure  on  its  caravan  trade  with  the  interior  of  Africa.  On 
this  subject  the  Mouiteur  Offlciel  da  Commerce  says: 

The  commercial  movement  between  Tripoli,  Bengazl,  Ghadnmis,  Rhat,  and  the 
8oiidnn  has  never,  even  in  the  most  favorable  years,  exceeded  10,000,000  to  11,000,000 
franca<Cl,930,000tD  22,123,000),  importa  and  exports.  In  1S95  it  was  about  7,000,000 
francs  (tl,361 ,000),  and  in  1896  declined  to  6,700,000  francs  ((1,100,100).  The  troubled 
condition  of  the  Soudanese  country  in  general  would  be  sufflcient  to  explain  thli 
<lecrease  in  trade  between  Tripoli,  Ueugazi,  and  the  countries  in  the  center  of  Africa. 
Bnt  it  ie  not  the  only  reason.  It  must  be  remarked  that  Tripoli  is  no  longer  one  of 
the  few  doors  into  central  Africa  open  to  Europe,  Commerce  can  now  pass  through 
•  —  '  '  '^  aval!  themselves 
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Of  these  exports,  about  half,  or  i.715,000  francs  (9909,993),  went  t«  Great  Britain 
and  Malta:  2,393,000  francs  ($461,849)  went  to  France,  the  remainder  being  divided 
between  Algeria,  Tunis,  Turkey,  Italy,  Greece,  etc.  Of  wool  aad  skins,  800,000 
fhuics'  (9154,400)  worth  was  sent  to  America. 

EGYTT. 

A  cotnpreheDSive  report  on  trade  conditions  iii  Egypt,  by  Consul- 
General  Harrison,  of  Cairo,  was  jirinted  in  Advance  tiheets  Ko.  209, 
September  2,  and  Consular  Reports  Ho.  217,  October,  1898.  Tbe 
following  extracts  are  from  bia  report: 

The  importsof  Egypt  iu  1875  amounted  to  about  9^,000,000;  in  1896,  they  amonuted 
to  $50,900,000,  being  an  increase  of  100  per  cent  in  twenty-one  years. 
These  imports  oaioe  from  the  following  countries: 
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TIm  export*  from  the  United  States  to  Egjpt  Id  1896  eouelBlMt  of  the  fulluwin^ 


Artlcla. 

While  it  nimv  be  that  large  qaaatities  of  American  goods  go  into  Egypt  via  Ciet- 
niaiiy  and  Kn^flnnd,  still  tbere  in  no  doubt  tbnt  tbis  marlcet  is  very  nincli  nrglpcbtd, 
I'll  ciiiivcy  aatae  idea  uf  the  cbaraoter  and  extent  of  tbe  msiket,  1  give  some  of  tha 
priDcipal  iteiiis  imported  in  It^. 
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.nmtwrmr  building 2,1! 


UacliiDury.  utd  pajlA  of ... 


TUe  total  exports  of  Kffjpt  in  1896  ai 
eottciit  need,  cuuu  Hiignr.  bvnuH,  wheat,  e 
tak^s  uboul  35  per  cent  of  tbe  exports. 

Otir  iuiporls  from  Kgypt  in  ISBS  ainunnted  to  $4,632,000,  Fonsisting  almost  oiilirely 
of  cottnn.  lu  th«  limt  eleven  months  of  1897,  cotton  iinparte  from  E^fypt  nmwnnted' 
loH,27T,ei8;  "Dgar  imports  from  Egypt  amounted  to  93,034,273.  Cotton  raising  is- 
becoming  more  general  every  year  in  Egypt.  The  importance  of  this  line  of  Af;ricul- 
tiire  muy  bo  seen  by  an  exaiiiination  of  the  e^cpo^ts.  lu  1HT5.  tbev  exported  Xi^,2'J2' 
hali>B  of  cotton;  in  1896,  6H0,<>60  bales.  Of  tbis  latter  England  received  :»T,0T8 
balm;  Russia,  89,5£i  bales;  France,  76,247  bales;  Anstrla,  T1,43S  balan:  United 
States,  59,339  bales,  and  otber  conutries  in  smaller  amonnts.  This  Khows  time  tbcy 
have  doabted  their  exports  uf  cotton  in  twenty -one  yearn. 

It  WHS  only  ten  years  ago  that  Egyptian  cotton  was  introduced  into  the  llnitecl 
States.  Tim  trade  bas  increased  witb  mnrvelons  rapidity;  in  1K90, 18,900  IxiUs  nud' 
in  1696. 59,339  balca  were  imported.  Tbe  Iwrger  part  of  tlie  cotton  sent  from  i-gyi^t 
is  consigned  to  Boston  commission  agents  and  sold  to  New  England  mills.  Tho- 
dcvelopinent  of  the  cotton  industry  iu  Egypt  datci  from  the  time  of  tbo  civil  war  iu 
Americn.  England  is  anxious  to  have  its  growth  enconrageil,  in  ordi?r  t-ii  have- 
another  market  from  which  to  draw  supplies  for  Lancasbire  mills.  This  develop- 
ment has  not  been  vUhoiit  its  luUuence  on  other  agricultural  products;  this  can  lie- 
seen  in  tbe  increased  importation  of  flour.  From  1881  to  1H92,  tbe  annual  imports 
amonnted  to  25,000  bnrrels;  in  1894,  107,000  barrels;  1805,  191,000  barrels;  1K96, 
XiO.OOO  bnrrcls.  In  1896,80  per  cent  came  f^ui  Maraeilles,  France;  the  rest  front 
Odessa,  Trieste,  etc. 

The  past  few  years  have  been  marked  by  annaiial  activity  in  engineering  works- 
in  Egypt.  Kew  sugar  fiictories  have  twen  erected,  mauy  bridges  built,  light  Mil- 
roads  for  agricnltural  purposes  constructed,  nnd  tbere  is  no  doubt  that  the  coming 
year  will  show  a  great  increanc  in  the  amount  of  Egyptian  iniporta. 

Al  though  tbe  United  States  sold  15  locomotives  to  Egyptian  rat!  ways  in  1898,  tbis 
rlasa  of  goods  comoa  mostly  from  Belginm;  first-class  passenger  cnrs  from  Englnndf 
mils  from  England  and  Germany ;  bridge  work  ft-om  Belgian,  French,  and  German 
llmis.  The  increase  of  tbe  imports  in  iron  and  machinery  of  189G  was  the  result  of 
the  development  of  the  sugur  industry,  and  the  introdaction  of  electrical  tramwaya 
in  Cairo  aud  Alexandria. 

Tbe  portable- engine  trade,  as  well  as  thnt  of  steam  pumps,  is  extensive,  and  would 
be  creator  if  there  were  less  difBcnlty  in  obtaining  permlsaiou  for  pumping  purposes 
from  the  Government. 

Fixed  engines  and  corn -grinding  mills,  from  12  to  25  horsepower,  are  being  boIA 
all  the  year  around,  and  lately  compound  engines  have  bi'en  in  demand,  as  tlie  pres- 
ent class  of  engineers  have  more  experience  aud  are  better  able  to  work  these 
engines  than  a  few  years  ago. 
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8s  COHMEKCIAL   KklLATIOMS. 

TLe  use  uf  tlirasbing  tiiacliioi 
Govt'nimenl  luiiil  d«i>artiDuiit8 

Of  pnmps  for  irrignting  pnrpnscs  nnd  mills  Tor  com  grinding,  Englanil  in  tliu  lead< 
iiig  exporter  to  Ibis  coantry. 

H'mec.  tlio  uakiug  of  agricnitura]  roads,  light  railnnjs  hare  been  a  nevr  featuvo  la 
Egypt,  nnd  eomo  good  ordera  have  been  giveu  to  l>otk  Belgiiim  aud  LnglaQtl. 

Ill  viisioeertng  tooH,  England  gets  a  large  tihMe,  althongh  from  time  to  tiiue 
AmiTicnn  makes  are  placed  on  this  market  Mid  oat  out  EuKliah  trade. 

Filoa  foi  EgjpUan  GoTernment  r*ilna;  Mbuiii i strati nn  Lave  lieen  a  aora  point  io 
tiio  Kiiglisb  maiiufactaieTS  foraome  thrive  years;  thej  have  been  fiimiahed  by  B«)- 
giuii  and  Italian  flrnia  at  lover  piicca  tlian  the  Eugiiah  lilee. 

Tlin  trade  of  iron,  steel,  tin,  etc.,  is  eatirolj  in  tlie  hnndB  of  Syriann  nnd  Aruba, 
who  keen  stiMjls  of  han,  plates,  auglcs,  eta.,  which  are  bought  direct  ft^m  Uclgitiiu 
and  England  or  tLrongh  mo  Grennan  commission  honsea. 

Alninat  the  ivhols  of  the  cotton  pi«re-Koods  tra^fl  is  in  the  bands  of  Gormaa  nnd 
Freiirb  lirniB.  These  iirnis,  leaident  in  MaiiobcHter,  have  bmnch  honsee  iu  Egypt  or 
am  represented  by  German  agents.  Their  travelers,  prinoipallj'  Germans,  are  seut 
ont  every  year  and  remnm  fur  from  tbveo  to  five  montha  in  The  country.  There  is  nt 
present  a  strong  and  increaain;;  cumpetition  fhnn  Germany  in  the  lower  qnalitita  of 
cotton  prints.  In  noolen  goods,  there  is  a  groTving  couipttition  from  tVance,  Italy, 
and  Germany,  nlthougb  at  present  Engluud  predominates. 

The  importation  of  coal  duiinK  1896  at  Alexandria  amounted  to  over  631,000  tons. 
Ckloul.-tting  tbo  lucul  tonaiimption  nnd  Ihnt  of  the  immediate  neighborhood  (but 
not  inrlnding  supplies  to  steamers)  at  35,000  tons,  U  muy  tie  estimated  that  over 
520,000  tons  leave  Alexandria  for  the  interior  by  rail  and  bj  tbe  Kile  via  Rnsnlta 
and  via  Mubmouitieb  Cuual.  Tort  Said,  in-ith  it*  bis  iiuportatioa  of  nearly  1,100,000 
tons  nud  its  cheaper  means  of  comninnication  (by  boat  tbioueb  Lake  Meuzalrh  to 
Uaniietia  and  thence  by  tbe  River  Nile)  with  Cairo,  succeNsfnIly  opposes  Alexandria 
tncrcliants  in  the  trade  of  Cait«  and  the  stitlions  on  tbe  Damietta  bi'snch  of  the 
Nile.    TIiD  annual  inipurtation  of  c«al  into  Alexandria  and  Port  Said  is  steadily 

The  iucroaie  of  importation  of  iron  nnd  steel  mannfoetnres  Tvill  continue  for  many 
Teani  tu  oome.  Many  new  works  are  likely  to  be  constmoted,  and  there  will  be  iin 
locronse  of  aKrionltaral  railroads.  New  gua  and  water  works  in  tbe  provinces  and 
tbeconatrooHonaf  w*t«r  raaervoirs  and  riulwaj-a  will  continue  to  increase  for  maay 

ERITHREA. 

The  Movimento  GominerRlale  del  Ref^iio  d'ltivlia  says  tliat  tlie  trade 
of  MaBsowah  consists  almost  entirely  of  goods  iu  transit,  tliose  coming 
ftrtm  tbe  interior  of  the  Africau  continent  being  exported  to  India, 
Enrope,  or  the  Ked  Sen  ports,  and  tboae  imported  into  Mnasowah  by  sea 
being  destined  for  the  interior.  The  following  table  sLows  the  value 
of  the  imports  into  Massowuh  for  the  year  1806,  the  latest  year  for  wliioh 
fignres  are  available,  as  compared  with  1895: 
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The  increase  in  1806  was  91,496^31,  or  44.7  per  cent. 
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WEST  COAST. 

Tlie  West  Coast  of  Africa  embraces  Cnpe  Va-de  Islands,  tlie  British 
colonies  of  Gambia,  Sierra  Leone,  Gold  Coast,  Lagos,  and  the  Niger 
Protectorate;  the  French  colonies  imd  dependencies  of  Senegal,  tlio 
Ivory  Coast,  Guinea,  Dahomey,  Kongo,  etc. ;  the  Kongo  Free  State, 
under  BelgiJuii  GoveniiDeiit;  the  Portoguese  colony  of  Angola;  the 
Bepublie  o(  Liberia,  aitd  the  German  colonies  of  Togoland,  the  Kame- 
rooHS,  and  sontbwest  Africa.  The  geographical  contiunityis  broken  in 
order  to  unite  xtiider  one  head  the  British  colonies,  through  which  the 
larger  part  of  United  Stutes  trnde  in  West  Africa  is  transacted.  Tlie 
French  aud  German  possessions  are  siinihirly  gronped. 

CAPE  VERDK  ISLANDS. 

Acting  Cousnl  Bartleinan  sends  from  Sitntiago  copies  of  official  sta- 
tistics, sboving  that  the  imports  in  1896  were  $1,723,705  and  the 
exports  1417,313.  Of  the  imports,  Portugal  sent  $385,815  worth  and 
Portugnese  colonies  11,417;  England,  $87,872;  America,  $71,727. 
The  exports  were  distributed  among  the  countries  principnlly  partici- 
pating in  the  trade,  as  follows:  Portngal,  $342,018;  Portngncae  colo- 
nies, 945,793;  Brazil,  9il5,4l2;  English  colonies,  $2,227;  French  colo- 
nies, 84,528;  America,  $5,124.  Coal  Qgurcs  largely  among  the  imports 
($963,800)  and  textiles  were  valued  at  $210,091.  Coffee  ($155,820), 
medicinal  nuts  ($125,436),  and  coral  ($4,0<i3)  are  among  the  chief  exports. 

Tire  imports  at  Santiago  from  the  United  States  in  1897  were  $18,383, 
consisfing  chiefly  of  flour,  lombcr,  Indian  corn,  and  deuims.  Gout- 
^ius,  rum,  and  salt  are  sent  to  the  United  States. 

BRITISH   WEST  AmiCA. 

Gambia. — British  colouinl  returns  give  the  total  ralne  of  imports  in 
1897  at  •681,310  and  of  exports  at  $7»8,10(t(exclnsive  of  specie).  The 
average  for  tlio  live  previous  years  was:  Exports,  $691,013;  imports, 
$559,648.  The  staple  product,  ground  nuts,  wiiS  exported  to  the 
amoit  u  t  of  20,000  tons,  against  12,000  tons  in  1896.  The  export  of  rubber 
also  improved.  Exports  from  Great  Britain  toGambia  in  1897  were  to 
the  value  of  $393,566,  and  the  imports  from  Gunbia  amounted  to 
$^£38,459.  Thctradeittl890was:  ExportsfromGreatBritaln,$231,200; 
imports  into  Great  Britain,  $244,500. 

Sierra  Xetme.— Consul  Williama,  of  Sierra  Leone,  gives  the  imports 
in  lJi97  St  $2,221,704,  against  $2,407,498  in  1896.  t>f  the  imports  in 
1S!>7,  $131,395  was  imported  from  the  United  States,  $1,837,142  from 
Great  Britain,  $29,203  from  British  colonies,  and  $220,962  from  Germany, 
France,  Spain,  and  Portugal.  In  spile  of  the  lack  of  direct  comma- 
nicatiou,  he  says  the  United  States  has  sold  more  than  half  as  much 
as  all  other  foreign  (i.  e.  uou-British)  countries  combined.  The  vnhie 
of  exjiorta  in  1897  was  $1,950,238,  against  $2,385,280  ia  1896.  Of  this 
amount,  the  United  States  receiveil  $74;  Great  Britain,  $919,502; 
British  cdonies,  $142,266;  and  otber  couutriee,  $888,394.  During  the 
first  six  months  of  1898,  Sierra  Leone  imported  from  the  United  States 
to  the  value  of  $49,800.  The  decrease  in  trade  in  1897  was  dno  to  dis- 
tarbances  in  the  hinterland,  and  is,  the  consul  thinks,  of  a  temporary 
aatnre.     The  colony,  be  continues,  shows  promise  of  great  development. 
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and  will  offer  a  market  for  nnlimited  supplies  of  breadatutfs,  cnuiied 
goods,  lumber,  too1»,  kcroseue,  cotton  goods,  sboes,  and  otber  articles 
wliich  .he  United  States  can  supply. 

Gold  Codsf.— Tbe  following  is  from  a  British  foreign  office  report,  tbe 
values  being  expressed  in  United  States  currency; 


There  bna  been  nn  increMO  of  tbe  ti-aile  of  the  colooy  during  1897,  tbouKh  the 
country  bevonil  Asbanli  bae  b«eii  in  anylbiog  but  a  eettk'd  atate.  The  tutui  value 
of  imports  iu  I89T  nHs9-t,816,251  aail  the  exports  »4,17i,450.  The  inrrease  in  tlie 
total  trade  over  1896  was  $349,512.  Tbe  principal  articlei  of  import  are  cotton, 
wouloD,  and  silk  gooils;  Hpitita,  hardware,  rice,  Hour,  provisions,  tobacco,  bnilding 
materials,  and  tvearing  appuri:!.  Tbe  exports  comprise  palm  oii,  palm  keriielit, 
rubber,  gahl  diiat,  timber,  colTee,  cocoa,  meukey  skinit,  and  kola  iiutH. 

Tbu  follow ing  comparative  table  aboirtitbat  the  greater  proportion  of  tiie  tciiile  is 
with  tbe  United  Kiugilom: 
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The  reaonrces  of  tbe  ootony  are  coDsiderable,  tbongh  their  development  is  much 
rotardeil  by  the  Uck  of  proper  moaus  of  transport  and  an  niibealthy  climate.  Tbe 
cultivatiou  of  coffee  and  cocoa  is  ou  tbe  increase,  though  enffee  cultivation  is  handi- 
capped by  an  insufficiency  of  water.  The  gold-raining  industry  is  carried  on  cbiefly 
in  the  iTe«t«rn  district.  Three  or  fonr  companies  are  doing  steady  work.  The  gold 
TcefH  of  tbe  minium  district  have  been  declared  by  experts  to  be  similar  to  tbo!ie  of 
Johannesburg.  The  industry  has  been  bamiiered  by  the  diffiriilty  of  transporting 
tbe  necessary  machinery  fruni  the  coast  to  the  mines;  but  tbe  Government  is  con- 
structing a  railway  fram  the  coiist  to  tbe  mining  districts  in  tbe  neighborhood  of 
Tari|nah,  and,  when  tbis  is  completed,  it  Is  ooulideiitly  anticipated  tbat  Ike  );nld 
industry  will  receive  au  impetus  which  will  result  in  tbe  development  of  eii>jtiug 
mines  iind  tbe  opening  of  uew  ones. 

Public  works  have  been  taken  vigoroasly  in  hand.  Roads  arc  to  be  constmcled 
^om  tbe  cbief  coast  centers  to  tbe  Futerior.  Tbe  following  have  bi-en  1 1  Oder  take  u ; 
From  Accra  to  tbu  Akin  district,^  miles;  fi'om  Tinkraukii  to  Kpoug,  190  niilea 
(work  started  in  July;  25  miles  completed  up  to  December  31,  1897);  fiitm  Aiim  to 
river  Ankobra,  3  miles  (work  almost  completed) ;  from  i<on^n  to  Tarkwa,  12  miles 
(2  miles  completed);  from  Dnnoe  to  Dogplata,  23  njiies  (work  completed).  Two 
railways  conimencpd  in  1896  were  completed  in  1897— from  Accni  to  Kumassi  via 
Inanuim,  aud  from  Takoradi  Bay  to  Tarqnah.  Arrangements  have  been  mxde  for 
tbe  construction  of  a  Hoe  from  Sekoudi  to  Turqnab.     This  will  no  tbroiigb  the  min- 

Lagos, — Tbe  imports  of  Lagos  in  1807,  according  to  colonial  retiirna, 
were  valued  at  $3,749,638,  against  $4,38ti,8U3  in  181)6.  Of  this  aaui, 
$2,797,751  represents  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  $807,35^ 
tho.se  from  Germany.  The  chief  det^rease  wa^  in  cotton  and  silk  goods. 
There  was  also  a  decrease  of  5,157  gallons  in  tbe  quitntity  of  spirits 
iuiportud,  as  compared  with  the  imports  for  1806.  A  large  increase  iu 
the  importation  of  tobacco,  chiefly  from  Great  Britain,  is  also  note- 
worthy. The  value  of  tbe  exports  is  not  given;  in  18%,  they  were 
stated  at  $4,739,700.  The  prodaction  of  rubber  is  decreasing,  doe  to 
the  reckless  vay  in  which  it  has  been  collected,  Tbe  quantity  shipped 
iu  1807  was  4,458,327  pounds,  against  6,484,365  pounds  in  1806.  The 
export  of  palm  oil  also  shows  a  serious  falling  off,  from  3,154,333  gal- 
lons iu  1896  to  1,853,96S  gallons  in  1897.  This  was  probably  due  to 
the  dryness  of  the  past  two  seasons.  <Joflee  and  cocoa  are  being  cul- 
tivated with  success,  and  a  new  article  of  export  has  been  found  in 
mahogany,  tbe  value  in  189?  having  been  $30,r>59. 

Niger  I'rotectorate. — Stutistice  of  trade  in  1897  not  being  available, 
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those  given  in  the  Kevicw  of  the  Woi  ld'8  Oomiuerce,  1896-07,  for  the 
fiscal  y«ar  1806,  are  repeated.  Theiiniiortsin  that  year  weret3,C19,700 
and  the  exports  were  $4,103,400.  Nearly  $2,S00,U00  of  the  iin]x>rtB 
came  from  the  Uniteil  KiD|;i1om;  Germany  sent  goods  to  the  value  of 
t'2&i',WH}  and  Holliiud  some  t45(>,0<)0  woith.  Nearly  01  per  cent  of  tlie 
imi)ort«  went  to  the  ITnitcd  KiDfrdoiii,  21  per  cent  to  Germany,  and  1(1 
per  cent  to  France.  The  exports  IVom  Great  Britain  to  tlie  Niger  I'm- 
teetorate,  in  1897,  were  #2,950,805,  and  the  importB  from  the  Niger, 
8]  ,71 1,061. 

FRENCH  WEST  AFRICA. 

Senegal. — According  to  French  official  retarns,  the  imports  into 
Senegal  from  foreign  eonntrics  in  1895  (liiter  years  not  given)  was 
<1,891,400,  and  the  exports  in  the  same  year  were  |6l7,0OO.  Tbe 
trade  with  France  was:  Exports  from  France  to  Senegal, $2,779,200; 
imports  into  France  from  Senegal,  $2,161,609.  Theme  figures  aie  also 
for  the  year  1895,  but  for  1896  they  are  stated  as  follows:  Exports 
(rem  France,  $2,759,900;  imports  into  France,  $2,721,300,  Combining 
the  figures  of  trade  with  France  and  foreign  countries,  the  total 
imparts  may  be  estimated  at  $4,051,300  and  the  exports  at  $3,338,900, 

Other  French  posiessiom. — The  folio  wing  table,  showing  the  commerce 
of  French  Guinea,  the  Ivory  Coast,  French  Kougo,  and  Dabomey  with 
foreigu  countries  in  189G,  has  been  compiled  Horn  colouial  returns: 
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Imports  from  France  into  above-named  possessions  were  $1,293,100; 
exjiorts  to  France  from  above-named  possessions,  $1,717,700;  total 
importH  into  French  West  Africa  (except  Senegal),  $2,740,000;  total 
exports  from  French  West  Africa,  $3,223,100, 

The  principal  imiwrts  from  and  exports  to  France  in  1890  arc  giveu 
below: 

EXPORTS  TO  FKANCB. 
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Tlie  Board  of  Trade  Jonraal,  LondoD,  December,  180S,  gives  tbe  fol- 
lowing statement  of  tlie  trade  of  FreBcli  Koi>go  iu  1896: 


ConntrfH. 
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Tlieae  figure  ure  excIiisiTO  of  reexports  of  mported  goods  to  the 
value  of  $34,309,  priucipally  to  Frauco  and  tbe  Kongo  Free  State. 

Tbe  Bovue  Ooloniale,  Paris,  gives  tbe  following  details  iu  regard  to 
tbe  trade  of  Dabomey  is  1897: 

Dnrlng  tbe  firat  aiic  mnutba  of  1897,  ihb  commercial  movement  of  tbe  colony  it»« 
«1,616,010,  tha  iinpoTM  being  iei6,<MS,  anil  tlie  exports  $699,962. 

Tbe  jtmoaiit  dnring  tho  Qnb  eii  mo<itli«  of  18%  wu  $1,^1,0M,  of  vhicU  tS44,431 
represented  the  impoi'tit  aud  1946,583  the  isporta. 

Tbe  liccrcaao  in  tbe  ralne  of  importa  and  oxports,  compared  with  tbe  satiMt  period 
of  1S96,  was  eanaed  ebieflj  bj  tbe  JoBg-oontinaed  drought  thronghont  the  vrbote 
colony,  and  especially  in  tbe  region  of  tbe  Fopcu.  Tbe  harvests  being  poor,  tliu 
iinportfi  natnr^ly  auffereil. 

TLo  etatistics  sboir  ttiat  there  is  a  great  diaproportioQ  batweeo  tbe  diiuiuutiou  of 
imports  and  exports.  'Hiis  difference  is  due,  in  a  creat  ruensare,  to  tbe  fact  that  in 
18^  tlie  price  of  almost  all  merchandise  has  been  increased,  nhilo  that  of  almonds 
and  palm  oi),  the  chief  exports,  haa  been  maintained  at  nearly  the  samo  ns  in  189S. 
Tbe  import!  eonaiat  priccipaily  of  distilled  liqaon,  testiiH,  tobacco,  salt,  and  for- 
eign money. 

Imports  for  tbe  fitst  six  mnntht  of  1897  were  as  foUon-s :  Distilled  liquots,  645.032 
gallous;  textiles  of  nil  kinds,  $142,272;  salt,  $22,800;  articles  of  gold  and  silver, 
»27,990;  tobacco,  498,117,000  iioiiuds;  powder,  244,552,000  pounds. 

Exports  for  the  lirsteis  mouths  of  1807  were:  Almoudi,  16,707,000  pounds;  palm 
oil,  6,901,000  poaudi. 

The  importe  are  cbieQy  from  France,  England,  end  Gcruiany;  tbe  exports  nru  to 
FraDce,  Germany,  Lagoe,  and  Togoland. 

Iti  Volume  XIX  of  tbe  Bnlletiii  de  la  Society  deG4ographie  Commer- 
ciftle,  Paris,  api>e»rs  an  interesting  article  on  economic  eoDditions  in 
Freiicb  West  Africa,  from  wbicb  the  following  is  taken: 

Tlio  only  way  to  turn  tlieae  coioiiies  to  occomit  ia  to  create  loeana  of  commnnica- 
tiou.  The  English,  the  North  AmcjricnnB,  and  the  Jtcli[ians  commence  by  pntting 
down  rails  iu  conntries  wbere  Prenebmeu  n-onld  a»j-,  "No thing  can  be  done.  They 
know  tbAt  facilities  of  commnnicution  will  aotmate  desorts.  What  profit  would  a 
merchant  or  a  planter  gain  on  sn  article  that  must  be  produced  in  the  interior  of  a 
conntry,  where  lueaiis  of  traospurtation  do  not  exi^tt  Ordinarily,  it  would  cost  ten 
or  twenty  times  more  than  ila  mercantile  value.  Certain  artiolee,  such  as  ivory,  for 
example,  find  pDrchnsers;  bitt  ivory  represents  only  present  wealth,  and  not  a 
TGSOnrce  for  the  future.  In  Senegal,  who  would  over  have  <lared  hope  for  results  as 
■atisfuctory  as  tliooe  of  the  railroad  from  Dakar  to  Ht.  Lonisf  Yet  what  a  desolate 
conntry  this  road  tmvenes — lands  parched  and  barren,  with  bore  and  there  a  few 
trees.  Had  not  tbe  necessity  for  rapid  transit  between  the  two  towns  boon  felt,  the 
projector  of  the  work  wunbl  have  been  considered  a  fool.  Those  who  are  opposed  to 
coliiiiiiil  extension  fhould  take  note  of  tbe  prosperity  of  this  Hue,  and  of  the  exist- 
ence of  Kuropean  villages  wherever  the  means  of  creating  the  comforts  uf  life  can 
be  found.  If  the  Government  possessed  to-day  all  the  money  that  the  expeditions  to 
tbe  Soudan  have  co»t,  it  would  have  enough  to  build  n  railroad  from  St.  Louis  to 
Lake  Tchad.  Is  it  practioablo  to  push  crpeditions  without  having  rnpid  meaus  of 
eommnnication  behind  tbeuif  Obtaining  uuppliea  under  present  conditinn.t  of  trana- 
tion  would  rost  enormously,  from  l,t«0  to  12,U0t>  frnncH  ($193  to  $2,31S)  n  ton. 
luld  be  better  to  conquer  a  certain  xnnc,  maintain  onrselves  there  dnriit);  the 
time  necessary  for  the  construction  of  a  ratlrond ;  tlien  conquer  a  secood  zone,  foUow- 
inc  with  the  road,  etc.  Employing  soldiers  ns  wall  n^  Ihe  natives  for  manual  labor, 
a  kn.i-,.ieter  (0.G2I37  mile)  of  road  would  probablv  not  rost  more  thuii  40,000  francs 
(«7,7aj);  1,0;H)  kilometers  (621  miles)  would  then  coat  abont  40,0m,(W  francs 
(17,720,000).     I'rauco  pays  nn  annual  subsidy  of  9,000,000  francs  ($1,737,000)  for  tbe 


f?' 
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GipeudeB  uf  tbo  Suadau.  If  fur  tLo  last  ti'u  jeuTB  we  b:id  hiMl  the  nill  auil  tbe  roa- 
lidcnt'c  wLicli  we  lack  la  colonial  riial tern,  4,000,000  franca  (rTTS.OOO)  might  Iinve 
licen  employed  each  year  for  this  object,  aud  to-day  we  would  lisve  hod  1,000  Icilo- 
metera  in  place  of  the  few  of  the  ao-called  Sonilan  Bnilrood.  Tbe  aim  of  tbe  con- 
qnest  of  tbe  Sondau  is  Tchad.  A  llDe  of  penetration  starting  from  Cotonoii.  having 
Saj-  for  its  objective  point,  wonld.  hove  a  Icuctb  nt  nliont  WW  kil<ini*fpri  (4!r7iuiles), 
Krota  Ilnkar  to  the  same  point  it  is  abont  2,330  kilometeni  (t,338  mile*).  Tke  eon- 
qnent  uf  the  tioadan  by  iray  of  Senucal  »honld  irtop,  aod  w«  ibon)!!  inatall  onrsplvc* 
at  Say.  Tbe  annaal  grant  of  9,000,000  f^nc*  (11,737,000)  to  the  Soodau  niiubt  be 
ronsiderably  rednc^d,  and  a  portion  employed  in  the  construction  of  tbe  loaa  Siva 
Cotoiiua  to  Say.  In  the  course  of  a  few  yean  va  nould  tiave  our  railroad,  a  proH- 
MrouH  colony,  and  tbe  conquest  of  IhcNig^rwonlit  Ixt  aceomtilished  almoet  in  pfftce. 
The  law  T^ninm  of  a  French  citixen  three  day*  ]>er  year  Id  labor  or  moTiey  orjniva- 
IcDt.  Why  is  this  not  required  of  tbenrgrowl  It  would  itetm  natural  to  a*k  twice 
M  much.  Tbe  eitnation  of  our  colonion  ii  far  inferior  to  thuae  of  other  nation*.  If 
they  n-ere  peopled  with  planters,  merchants,  aud  uiannfactarers,  in  place  of  being 
fillnl  with  otBoislB,  the  govemon  wonld  be  forced  to  do  what  oomnion  genao  demauUe, 

MBERIA. 

Xo  luter  figures  of  traile  tbaii  tkose  given  in  tUe  Beview  of  the 
World's  Oominerce  for  last  year,  arc  available.  These  cohered  tLo 
flsciil  year  189(;-97,  and  were:  Imports,  $50.">,235;  exiiorts,  8(i8!),0;il. 
Ttie  miitister  regideiit  and  consul  general  nt  MonroviEt,  Mr.  Sniitb,  iu  a 
reijort  which  will  be  found  in  ita  proper  place  in  Commercial  itelations, 
Bays  that  trade  with  the  United  States  is  less  than  that  with  France  or 
Holhiiid.  Germany  baa  by  far  the  largest  share  of  the  commerce,  send- 
ing nearly  two-tbinis  of  tbe  imports;  England  follows  in  importance. 
Coffee  is  Ibe  staple  product,  and  has  recently  declined  in  value.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  ginger  and  cochineal.  Babher,  a  coniparstiv-f  ly 
new  iuduBtry,  is  assnmiug  imjiortance  tis  an  articto  of  export.  It  is 
nnforttinate,  says  Hr.  Smith,  that  there  is  no  direct  ste»aisbi|>  service 
betn-(.>cn  the  United  Stat«s  and  West  African  ports.  The  trade  ia 
almost  entirely  carried  by  English  and  German  vessels.  In  Liberia, 
e8p«N;i»Ily,  there  is  a  constant  demand  for  American  products,  and  mer- 
chants aso  every  effort  to  obtain  tliem. 

KONGO  FRKK  STATE. 

According  to  official  statistics,  the  total  imports  of  tbe  Kongo  Free 
State  in  1S97  were  $1,260,000,  of  which  some  13,140,000  came  from  Bel- 
gium. Tbe  exports  were  $2,350,000,  some  82,500,000  of  which  were 
sent  lo  Belginm.  The  trade  has  more  than  doubted  since  1S93,  The 
imports  from  the  principal  foreign  countries  in  1S9T  were: 


PnrUigiieM  PoaaMsiou 


1   1 


The  exports  to  tlie  principal  coantries,  apart  from  Belgium,  were: 


Cod.ilc 
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Tlio  cliief  imports  iu  1S9G  wore: 


—rtlolflBOf  metal.. . 
llDliaing  materlulH  . 


nrine  itppar 


I  Fiiitiltureftad  bouw1i(d(l  gumlH... 


Tlie  cliief  articles  of  export  were: 


Articles. 

T.,«c. 

Articles                           '     Vuliie 

•i,2ii,m  1 

Kolas 

1       ,-3^  ^ 

Cop«l 

1 

In  a  report  published  iu  Oonsnlar  Reports,  No.  221,  February,  1890 
(Advance  Sheets,  No.  287,  De<:ember  1,  189S),  Cousul-tieueral  Lincoln, 
of  Antwerp,  says  that  there  are  twenty-foar  commercial  companies  under 
Belgian  management  in  the  Kongo  Free  State,  with  n  capital  of  about 
tl9,0OD,O00,  The  colony  is  developing  rapidly,  and  the  establiahnieiit 
of  steamship  service  between  Antwerp  and  the  Kongo  is  discussed. 
The  railway  has  opened  up  Africa  to  Belgium  enterprise.  Trading  posts 
will  now  bo  easily  and  regularly  provisioned,  and  a  number  of  prodn<'.ts 
vhicli  could  not  be  handled  on  account  of  the  cost  of  tr  an  importation 
will  HOW  become  the  sabject  of  a  rciuunorative  traffic,  insuring  to  Alri- 
can  trade  an  almost  unlimited  development.  Mr.  Lincoln  gives  the 
following  recently  published  statistics  in  regard  to  the  Kongo: 

NnmbemfBelginniDhabitantB,  1,060;  oores  cnltirated  by  the  SUte,  24,710;  oDcIer 
contwssiun  to  privnto  parties,  7!),O72,0OO;  colt*ee  trees,  4,000,000;  cacao  traea,  125,000; 
tobacco  plunts,  76,000;  Bteauiahips  on  tbe  Uppvr  Kongo,  41 ;  tounage,  1,060. 

GERSIAN  WEST  AFRICA. 

The  folJowing  details  as  to  trade  in  Togolaiid,  Kameroons,  and  Ger- 
man Southwest  Africa  are  taken  from  a  report  to  the  llrkish  Foreign 
Office  by  the  secretary  of  the  embassy  at  Berlin : 

Toffoland. — The  imports  in  1897  were  valued  at  $480,706  and  the 
exports  at  8187,608.  The  chief  articles  of  import  were:  Cottons, 
$111,930;  stores,  $42,339;  spirits,  $90,030;  tobacco,  $39,419;  linens, 
$21,899;  powder,  $22,,386;  iron,  $15,573;  firearms,  $9,733;  baikling 
wood,  $12,166;  wine,  $10,220.  The  principal  exports  were:  Palm  uata, 
$103,656;  palm  oil,  $19,466;  India  rubber.  $59,371.  There  are  110 
Europeans  (102  Germans)  in  the  colony. 

United  States  Consular  Agent  Harris,  in  a  report  dated  Eibenstock, 
December  SiO,  1898,  says  that  according  to  a  recent  memorandum  for 
the  Reichstag,  the  number  of  plantations  in  Togoland  is  steadily  iuureos- 
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in^.     Several  cnpitiiliats  liave  nndortnken  to  redeem  largA  tracta  of  arid 
aoil  in  the  iuterior  for  coffee  cultivation. 

Kameroonfi, — The  value  of  the  exjMirls  was  $901,748,  tlie  prjiu-ipal 
artivlea  being  palm  oil  and  nuts,  $447,718;  iiidia  rubber,  $1!>9,527;  Ivory, 
$121,663;  ebony,  $111,931);  c.icao,  $38,932.  The  value  of  the  imiiorts 
vaH  $I,434,9j7.  There  is  no  ulassiflcation  of  iujHirls  for  l^Stl",  but  tlie 
following  were  the  cliief  articles  of  import  in  1890:  Textiles,  $:i4.S,I!>2; 
spirits,  $lS!t,794;  preserved  food,  $131,390;  iron,  $77,W!4;  tobnera, 
$72,998;  salt,  _«68,13i;  wood,  $68,131;  powder,  $38,932;  rice,  $38,932. 

There  are  2<)3  Europeans  in  the  colony,  of  which  181  are  tieriiianii. 
The  riuderiiest,  according  to  Consular  Agent  Harris,  has  prevented 
agricaltural  prosperity  in  1897, 

Southwett  Africa.~'n\e  export  trade  was  valued  at  $303,363,  of  which 
$36,499  went  to  Germany,  $5,353  to  Cape  Colony,  and  $20U,3.J8  to 
England.  Of  this  export,  $207,658  was  guano,  which  went  almost 
entirely  to  England,  Other  articles  of  export  were  hides,  $973.  and 
ustnt-h  fcathei-s,  $]2,166.  The  total  imports  were  valued  at  $1,187,426. 
Of  this,  $335,789  was  Government  property;  $58,398  beer;  $194,600 
preserved  provisions,  of  which  $82,730  was  imported  by  the  Govern- 
ment; $3,309  spirits;  $145,995  stuffs  and  fabrics.  Of  the  total  in)|iort8, 
$217,046  came  from  Cape  Colony,  $72,998  from  England,  and  $890,570 
from  Germany. 

The  German  Colonial  Company  for  Sontbwest  Africa,  adds  the  Brit- 
ish report,  is  occopied  in  various  agricultural  and  mining  undertakings, 
and  is  beginning  improvements  at  the  port  of  Swakop  Mouth.  The 
projected  Angra  Fequena  Kailway  has  been  surveyed.  The  rinderpest 
worked  ravages,  but  on  the  introduction  of  Dr.  Koch's  method  of  inoc- 
ulation, 80,UU0  cattle  were  saved.  The  European  population  of  German 
Bonthwest  Africa  numbers  2,628,  of  whicli  1,221  are  Germans. 

(iermnny  has  about  41  per  cent  of  the  total  trade  of  her  African 
possessions. 

XSGOT.X. 

The  most  recent  statistics  of  trade  available,  relate  to  the  year  1S90, 
and  were  qnoted  in  the  last  edition  of  the  Review  of  the  Worhl's  Com- 
merce. The  imports  in  that  year  were  $4,050,295,  against  $4,9(i5,032 
in  1,n05.  The  exports  were  valued  at  $5,011,829,  against  $."i,4r.5,331  in 
the  preceding  year.  The  decrease  in  the  trade  was  due  to  the  fall  in 
the  pni;e  of  coftee.  Portugal  has  the  largest  i»roportion  of  the  com- 
merce. 

The  following  ivdvice  to  exporters  to  Angola  is  taken  from  a  report 
by  the  Belgian  vice-consul  at  Mossamedes: 

It  U  wortlij  of  remark  that  evHrT  Bour  fitrm  poaneBses  n  kiuil  of  lurj;c.  Ativilnof 
66  anrt  110  pounds  in  weight  are  uh-  only  ones  it  is  recommended  to  import.     *     ■ 

*  In  Augolft,  as  thronghont  the  whole  of  Sonth  Afrirn,  cnttla  nre  kept  \a  the 
oppD,  nnd  often  large  properties  have  no  feuctnK-  The  animaU  are  brauclotl  with 
Mime  ilJHtinctive  mark,  and  it  ie  impoBBible  to  have  branding  irons  niaile  iu  the 
roioiiv.  The  J  are  ugnally  ordered  from  Lisbon.  In  the  irons  t^eiit  from  rurtii^al 
the  le'tterR  are  fixed  to  aeopper  plate  j  but  na  they  are  not  cut  sniUuiently  in  relief  tliey 
prodnre  when  heated  a  wonnd  which  ia  unsightly  after  it  baa  healed.  It  wonld  be 
arlvisiible  to  import  iron  letters,  aay  initial  tetters,  of  from  1.9  to  2.3  inches.  These 
■houlil  be niailenp  BO  asto  be  attached  toa  bandlemadeof  iron  hrre.  ■  *  '  li-un 
cbnins  for  o%  eHrta  are  sold,  eHpccitilly  in  the  centers  whore  the  ttoera  arc  eslnblished. 
There  ie  a  great  lack  of  these  chains  throtigbont  the  wfaole  colony.  It  is  advisable 
to  introdnce  them  in  T-foot  lengths.  Steel  wire  chaioa  sfaould  be  of  the  same  length, 
■nd  terminate  iu  a  weli  ronudcd-otT  eye  of  3.3  inches  in  diameter.  '  •  •  (ialvit- 
nized  iron  wire  is  beginning  to  be  naed  for  fencing.  Tbe  padlocks  sold  hen;  are 
Bmall  copper  ones,  imported  in  rardboard  boxes  of  1  do?en  from  Dirmm^bsin.  There 
li  A  great  demand  fortbem  iu  all  sizes.    In  common  pnrfumea,  there  ia  n  eplt^did 
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I>iii(i)iv!>9  to  l>e  doDo  with  tbe  Portnguese  tradiuff  ItrinB  on  the  ooaat.  Tb«  chief 
deiiinml  is  for  eaii  ilo  coloRiie,  aromntic  wnteiB,  hu<1  hiiir  oils.  SinHle-biirDer  oil 
Ktovusiireaolil;  tbey  arc  of  copper,  the  upper  port  buiug  oT  brasB.  Theyflhoald  hftre 
l)iit  one  liiin)«r.  PliotogrBpli  nlbumsarein  great  dcmnod  among  the  Boert.  Aocor- 
dioiie  ea,\oy  a  oonaiderftble  8Ale.  The  cIom  of  plow  made  in  the  United  5t«t«a  in 
mostly  sold  uiuong  tbe  Bi>er«  iu  the  interior.  The;  come  via  Cape  Town.  Tlie  most 
popular  is  Eagle  tio.  75,  made  by  Farqahar  A,  Co..  of  New  York.  It  would  be 
adviHHblo  to  import  No.  25  of  the  Bame  model,  'n-hich,  being  saitablo  for  donkey 


trattinn,  would  liavo  an  easy  liile.     Saws  are  of  great  importance  in  the  interior 
of  the  eonntry.     The  followitie  types  are  recommended:   TrimminE  sawa  for  fore*t 
,   triougulai   teeth,   steel   sockets,   two   handles,   length   of   blade,   50  to   72 


inches;  single' handled  saw,  Icngtb  of  blade,  1.09  yanls;  o^inary  handsaw,  Amon- 
can  type,  length  of  blade,  22.6iiiohcc.  The  last  named  Is  the  type  most  frequently 
found  in  the  interior.  Saws  with  teeth  arranged  like  those  of  trimming  saws  will 
he  most  in  demand. 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Consul- (leneral  Stowe  gives  tbe  imports  of  all  Soutb  Arricn  iu  1S97 
as  $113,529,840,  divided  as  follows:  Cape  Colony  and  depeiideBcics, 
$77,511,895;  Natal,  $27,474,805;  Delagoa  Bay  (Lonren^o  Marqaez), 
$8,542,040.  The  goods  imported  for  coDsumption  were  distributed  as 
follows : 


Connlry, 

Vrfne. 

liS:?!! 

,!;SS 

858.130 

Of  these  imports,  Great  Britaia  supplied  some  $38,000,000;  the  United 
States  $13,000,000,  and  Germany  $5,000,000. 

The  exports  of  South  Africa  were  $98,927,325,  of  which  Cape  Colony 
sent  83ti,209,flC0;  the  South  African  Republic,  $54,481,510  (including 
gold);  the  Orange  Free  State,  $4,069,300,  and  Natal,  $3,63fi,«55. 

Trade  in  Sonth  Africa,  says  Mr.  Stowe,  has  untold  possibilities,  but 
one  of  its  obvious  features  at  present  is  the  foothold  gained  by  United 
States  goods.  While  oar  trade  is  mainly  iu  food  Ktufb,  other  lines 
have  been  rapidly  coining  to  the  front,  and  with  proper  effort,  the  market 
can  be  retained. 

In  electrical  goods  and  nppliances,  aiticles  of  iron  and  steel,  galva- 
nized iron  steam  and  water  piping,  tools,  shovels,  hoes,  forks,  silver- 
plated  ware,  hardware,  furniture,  house  furnishings,  and  window  glasa, 
the  trade  held  its  own  in  1897.  An  improved  demand  for  drilling  and 
hoisting  machinery  as  well  as  for  oil  f^na  engines,  is  noticed.  England 
sent  more  goods  in  189T  than  ever  before.  Germany  rec0gui7.cs  the 
im))ortance  of  the  market,  and  through  her  new  steamship  line  and 
low  rates  of  freight  is  preparing  to  foster  her  trade.  She  is  imitating 
the  United  States  in  goods  and  methods  of  packing.  To  show  her 
tnide  on  the  east  coast,  it  can  be  stated  that  during  Jannary,  1S98,  out 
of  n  total  tonnage  of  ^,490  tons  discharged  at  Delagoa  Bay,  British 
ship-s  delivered  8,290  tons,  and  German,  Norwegian,  and  Swediiih  ships 
11,331  tons.  Of  this,  lumber  represents  9,878  tons;  railway  material, 
2,034  tons;  coal, 400  tons;  and  general  merchandise,  10,184  tons.  Ger- 
many is  sending  to  South  Africa  a  monthly  trade  and  export  journal, 
tlio  purpose  of  which  is  to  make  German  industry  known  to  the  world's 
markets  and  to  prove  its  ability  to  compete  with  all  civilized  nations. 
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lu  the  trade  nilJi  United  States,  the  iirii)d|>al  iit(fretiBi?a  iu  1897  wptc: 

Aittclu.  I        VrIdc.  Arlkliw.  ,        Value, 

nonr !      KM.OSS.W  '    Cl«.-ki  *nd  milcheii *M,3IT.es 

teltedbear. :  2I.1W.M  I   (Htc 

Lard 112,BTft7«  Mlncnl 0.0Jn.7p.rt. 

Huna 12,S1».3«             Vfijeuliln ,  tu.tui.M 

Sonr  and  iDolaHfa 17,<KM.SS  ,   CottoD  man ufncl urea Tt.SSj.M 

KcvriM  and  parta. 171  percent.  ';  Tobacco  (raw) l»,ftlu.M 

Bu(l4l«n'  liacAwu* '       •fS,22B.38  i'  Lealbcr gooda |  2t.79S.04 


In  tlie  first  partof  1898,  says  the  consul  general,  there  was  a  decrease 
iu  iiniwrtB  froiu  the  United  States,  owing  to  the  war  with  Spain,  but  an 
improvement  is  now  viaible,  and  steamers  are  arriving  weekly  with  full 
cargoes.  The  importsof  wheat  and  of  preserved  lueats  have  inorp-ased. 
Details  as  to  the  trade  of  the  different  countries  are  given  below. 

CAPE  COLONT. 

For  the  twelve  months  ended  June  30, 1898,  Cape  Colony  imported 

foods  to  the  viJne  of  $82,072,530,  and  exiwrted  goods  to  the  value  of 
115,106,458.  From  the  imports,  there  shoukl  bo  deducted  the  goods 
entered  for  consnmptioD  in  the  Orange  Free  State,  the  value  of  which 
is  not  given,  and  goods  entered  at  the  cuatom-houae  for  removal  to 
states  outside  the  union,  tlio  valuo  returned  being  $19,536,564.  Even 
with  these  reductions,  the  total  imixirts  for  CaiMj  Colouy  arc  high  as 
compared  with  former  years. 

Tlio  exports  of  colonial  produce  proper  were  $19,915,348;  of  dia- 
moDds,  $22,467,678;  of  gold  (from  tho  Tranavanl),  $C4,7&4,&20. 
Among  the  principal  imports  during  the  first  six  months  of  1898 


Articlra. 
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ColtoB  gtnda 

Habenlaabery  maA  DiiUlncn, 

Hardvarr  — ' ' 

Mariilner 
VAilclH. 


I9.«ei  ,   nni«a 

il.OTB      Curriistfltod  add  ealvauiied  irui 
a.A'iS  |.  ShocanndlMtliorniBBpfaclurili 

11,  TW  .  Meata,  aaU  Buit  prasvcd 

•Lies  ';  BUtlaDBTT  and  pHuor 

10.021  ■   Sugnr.unreBDCiV..... 

I3.Z7«      WoalsD  laaBiifactuTM 


Tiiere  wag  an  increase  during  1897  iu  imports  of  liquor,  tobacco,  etc.,  as 
follows:  Ale  and  beer,  28,533  gallons;  whisky,  4,000  gallons;  maunfac- 
tured  tobacco,  25,600  pounds;  cigars,  2,400  pounds.  Imports  from 
Australia  decreased  50  per  cent,  chiefly  in  flour.  Details  of  souio  of 
the  imports  for  the  past  two  years  are: 


C^.lHH^Ic 


92  COMMERCIAL   RELATIONS. 

Tbe  value  of  tlie  goods  sent  iu  transit  to  otlicr  countries  was: 
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Tlie  imports  fraiii  tlie  principal  couiitiies  were: 
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Tlicre  was  a  decrease  in  tlie  value  of  colonial  products  exported,  due 
to  tlie  riuderpest,  loeosts,  and  drought. 

MOZAMBIQl'K. 

Consul  Hollis,  of  Loureni^'o  Marqnez,  gives  the  following  statement  of 
imports  and  cxiKtrts  at  tlie  ports  of  Louren^o  Marquez,  Mozambique, 
Oliinde,  Villimun,  and  Inbambane  in  1«07:  * 
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Suinmarizitig  these  statements,  we  liave: 

Imports te.  113,232 

Imports  in  Iransit 12,927,688 

ExporlH 791,191 

But>ipoi-ta 258,923 

Consul  Hollis  says  tbat  electric  lights  and  railways  have  beeu  estab- 
lished in  Louren^o  Marquee,  A  Canadian  firm  has  secured  a  conceBsion 
to  operate  a  flour  mill.  There  is  a  dispoaitiuu  on  tlie  part  of  fiDanciers 
to  invest  money  in  the  colony, 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  RKPt'BI.IC. 

The  Moniteor  Officie)  (In  Commerce,  PhHs  (July  21,  1898),  nays  tiiat 
tlie  import  trade  is  divided  as  follows:  Europe,  ti3.(i  per  ceiit;  Cape 
Colony,  10,5  per  cent;  Itfatal,  a.5  per  cent;  Delagoa  Bay,  6  per  cent; 
Oniupe  Free  State,  6.4  per  cent;  other  countries,  4  per  cent.  Con- 
8dI  Uollis,  of  Loureu^'O  Manpiez,  estimates  the  production  ul'  cnal  in 
l^tilT  at  1,327, (KH)  tons.  According  to  statisticB  transmitted  by  Consul 
Macrum,  of  Pretoria,  the  gold  output  in  1898  is  estimated  at  aboat 
4,000,000  ounces. 

The  Britiah  vice  consul  at  Johannesburg  gives  the  following  details 
as  to  tratle: 

The  import  of  rail  way  material  In  1R<>7  fiRoree  at  £S6!1,i43  [»l,231,14't),aii  jncreaM 
of  £237,601  ($1,I55,F13J  over  the  [irevioiiB  year.  Machinery  ^aa  in  imi,  aw  io  1^96, 
the  largest  item  in  the  im^rtH,  BeariDK  id  the  Tormer  year  at  £1,876,391  09,131, 43TJ. 
There  ie  a  large  tlecreasu  lu  thin  line,  however,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  deiuftnd 


fuliy  er|Dipped,  and  the  cnrrrnt  year  will  probably  show  a  further  decrene 

The  import  of  beer  in  1897  was  £47,lUK(K!29,251)i  there  ban  bL-en  nomatcrinl  fliic- 
tnntion  in  this  item  since  1895.  The  bulk  of  the  bfcr  imported  cumGa  fVoni  Oermiioy, 
Swetleo,  aud  the  United  States.  There  aro  Heveral  local  bren-i-rli'e,  witli  n  good  and 
cheap  product,  llie  importation  of  UiioorshaaincreEised  iluriu;:  the  Inst  tbri-e  vearn, 
amounting  in  1897  to  £239,IH)0($I,167,473);  over-He:i  imports  iu  thia  liue  are  i-hiefly 
from  Great  Britain. 

The  leHtherware  imported  iu  1897  was  valued  nt  £462,391  (^,250,226),  showing  a 
clecrease  of  2.9  per  cent  from  1896.  Kooua  and  aboes  are  the  largest  items  in  this 
class,  Hotl  they  are  mostly  of  British  manufacture.  Furniture  was  Talaed  in  1897  at 
£317,636  ($1,&45,7T6),  or  a  decreaae  from  the  (irecedinii  year  of  13  per  cent.  The 
iignres  for  lK9ij  trere  Urge,  sbowing  the  prosperity  iinjoyed  by  the  State  during  that 
year;  but  huuKe  furnisliiugis  di>w  atastanilslitl,  iinil  a  largnrodurtion  in  this  article 
uf  import  may  be  expocteu  <lnrin^  the  I'urreut  year.  The  United  l^ingitom,  (iermauy, 
Austria,  and  the  United  States  aro  competitors  In  this  line. 

The  importation  of  butter  ( inclnding  butleriii«,  Khee,  and  margariu)  wan  £  l!SS,Sfi7 
(t773.I23).  Imports  iti  this  line  have  steadily  iuereasvil,  and  on  account  of  the  rav- 
ages of  the  riiiilerpest  there  now  exiats  a  good  market  in  South  Africa  for  this  article. 
pTuviaion.'!  and  groeeriea  include  roitiUnaed  mitk  to  the  vntno  nf  £33.322  (¥162;i()2) 
in  1897.  Wnolan  blanketa  ware  valued  at  £  164,044  (#798,320).  The  Transvaal  affords 
a  good  market  Tor  renrly-made  I'lotliing,  as,  exocptiog  the  higher  class  Enropeans, 
the  i-onimunity  generally,  including  the  Hoera,  seem  to  prefer  thia  kind  uf  garment. 
The  iiutivea  are  also  extensive  pnrcTioserH. 

Uenuau  tr.ide  derreaaed  in  1897  from  18!N!.  The  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  with 
Sonth  Africa  is  lucreasiDg  3'enr  by  yaur,  but  the  United  States  is  making  ati  II  greater 
progreas-  The  eiceellence  of  American  packing  is  appreciated,  and  in  snuie  lines 
British  ^uods  are  being  dlitplnced  by  American ;  for  inalunce,  bonsehuld  pumps,  edge 
tools  (including  saws),  ahovels,  picks,  lawn  mowers,  and  carriages. 

The  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Loudon,  October,  1898,  gives  the  fol- 
toviiig  figures,  comparing  the  import  trade  in  the  Transvaal  for  the 
ball'  years  ending  June  v)0, 1807,  and  June  30, 1898 :  General  imports  in 
1897,  $35,425,536;  iu  1898,  «25,272,800.  Decrease  for  1898,  *10,15-',7fi6, 
or  about  28  per  cent.  The  following  table  shown  the  decline  in  a  few 
nrticles  of  import: 
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The  Monitear  OfSciel  du  Oomtnerce,  Faris,  Aagast  11,  1808,  gives 
tlie  rollowing  statistica  of  the  Orange  Free  State  as  to  imports  daring 
1807: 
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The  Board  of  Trade  Jonrnal,  London,  December,  18fl8,  says  that 
according  to  statistics  qnoted  by  the  Castle  Srail  Packet  Company,  the 
exports  of  the  Orange  Free  State  in  1897  were  $10^77,030,  Diamoiula 
figured  for  £:*,L45,*J51  in  the  expoit^.  There  was  an  increase  in  both 
imports  and  exports  over  1896.  The  chief  destiuation  of  the  merchan- 
dise of  the  Orange  Free  State  is  the  Transvaal,  the  value  of  goods 
exported  thither  haria^^  been  ti,342,313  in  1897.  The  trnde  laat  year 
was  greatly  interfered  with  by  the  rinderpest  and  drought.  The  export 
of  wool,  hides,  cattle,  etc.,  increased;  but  there  was  a  notable  falling 
off  ill  the  value  of  ordinary  agricultural  produce. 

BRITISH  POSSESSIONS  Of  CENTBAI.  AFRICA. 

The  British  Centra]  Africa  Protectorate  (formerly  Nyasaaland) 
Imported  in  1897,  according  to  official  returns,  to  the  value  of  nearly 
$400,000  and  exported  some  $115,000.  Basutol&nd  (northeast  of  Cape 
Colony)  im}x>rte<l  in  the  fiscal  year  1897-98  nearly  9500,000  worth,  and 
exported  ^990,000.  The  imports  of  Rhodesia  through  Cape  Colony 
were  $560,000.  Bailroads  and  telegraph  line^  are  in  operation  in  Itho- 
deaia  and  Becbuanuland,  and  7,100,000  acres  in  Ubodesia  have  been 
registereil  ns  farms. 

EAST  COAST. 

The  commerce  of  the  East  Coast  of  Africa  is  mainly  conducted 
tbrongh  potts  of  Madagascar,  Zanzibar,  B^nniou,  Mauritius,  and 
German  Kast  Africa.  Madagascar  and  H^nnion  are  French  colonies; 
Mauritius  is  a  British  colony,  and  Zanzibar  a  Briti.sh  protectorate. 
Mozambique,  for  trade  leasoiis,  is  classed  with  South  Africa. 

SIADAGASCAR. 

United  States  Consul  Gibbs  says  that  the  imports  in  1897  were  val- 
ued at  $3,535,199  and  the  exports  at  $823,075.  Tlie  figures  for  ISOft 
were:  Importa, $2,862,975;  exports,*  1,150,368.  Hide8,golddust,cbony, 
wax,  ra6a,  and  rubber  were  among  the  principal  exports.  The  chief 
inipoitsititoTamatave  were:  Cotton  cloth,  $1,090,207;  tinware,  $10,345; 
tobacco,  $20,780;  ironware,  $60,102;  wines,  $229,046;  beer,  $22,477. 
The  increase  in  the  tariff  on  goods  coming  from  coontries  other  than 
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Fmtice,  says  Consul  GiLibs,  lias  caused  depression  in  trade.  Cottoii 
goo«l3  liavc  8aft'ered  especially,  tlic  duties  being  between  50  and  CO 
per  cent  of  their  value.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  prevent  native  iner- 
chatits  Belling  gooda  of  English  or  American  inaunt'acture,  and  ilrms  at 
Tauiatave  take  off  tlie  Ameriuin  trade-mark  from  the  goods  they  sell  oil 
the  coast.  Tlieie  will  alwEiys  be  more  or  less  trade  in  United  Btates 
cottons,  however,  on  account  of  the  popular  demand. 

The  following  i!etai1s  of  commerciiil  conditions  in  Madagascar,  from 
the  lievue  da  Coiiiiuerce  Exterieur,  of  Paris,  will  be  found  of  intei'e:3t: 

Most  of  the  KnrnpeanH  BPtrlsd  iu  Mnilaf;<i>cftr  are  of  French  ortf;iii;  nevertheless, 
for  a  Ti  umber  nf  years  Eii^1bu<1  has  Liul  a  more  nctivii  comuieri:«  witli  ttie  islnndtLiaii 
France.  Apart  frimi  llii:  limited  numbcrofplant^TaaDil  European  oB)(^[al8,ttioia1uud 
af  M'i<1it|;aHC»r  is  peopli^d  all  alone  the  searoast  liy  uegroi's.  In  tliD  intcrinr,  tiie 
HoTiiH  ur  Uie  Malay  branch  pi'edomiuate.  The  uativrs  on  the  noast— whatevrr  may 
be  tlie  nwnee  of  their  tribes — hsre  fuw  wants;  they  •«)[  for  aothjuf;  more  than  cotton 
cloths  anil  mm.  The  Ilovaa  of  Emyme  are  more  eiviliEed.  Besides  cotton  fabrics 
[the  only  mnt^rtal  used  in  tbo  dress  of  the  loner  olawes)  they  appreciate  silk  Koods, 
toilot  articlBH,  and  other  Inmriea  of  Knrap<'an  life.  But  as  tbe  ricb  are  a  fi^cble 
iDiuority.the  ordinary  textiles,  of  which  thenattveamitVe  their  Isinba  (oottoii  panta- 
loons), lomi  the  bnlk  of  importations.  In  1896,  tbero  were  imported  6,^72,000 Inincs' 
(tl,L'0ti,r>3C)  ^'oith  of  cotton  cloths,  of  which  Great  Britain  and  Judia  furnished  tho 
Krenter  part.  North  Ameriia  exports  to  Hadngascar  textiles  of  soft-finished  cotton 
which  are  highly  appreciated  by  the  natives.  In  1896,  Prance  imported  ti^i^tiles  of 
cottuD  to  the  valns  of  551,628  francs  (410<i,4&t) ;  and,  with  the  nid  of  tlie  protertius 
duties,  the  French  nianuraotiires  should  replace  those  ftnm  America,  the  United 
States  exported  to  Madagascar,  in  Jim,  2,IGO,000  francs'  (3114,950)  worth  of  colloD 
cloth. 

Drinks  form  another  importnnt  article  of  importation.  NatDrnlly,  French  prndnc- 
tionx  are  lirst  in  the  market.  Wioes,  especially  good  hraads,  are  used  by  the  Eiiro- 
peniis  and  by  some  native.dijrnitriries.  At  Tainatave,  the  {jreat  port  on  the  cistern 
coast,  where  the  foreign  popniation  IsTeUtiTely  lar^,  wiueHclisfor60to75  ccntimtts 
(12  tu  15  eenta)  per  fit«r  (1.0567  qnarti).  The  price  in  the  other  ports  ebonld  be 
nenrlv  the  sanip,  but  in  the  interior,  notably  at  1  ananarivo,  to  wliicli  transportation 
moat'bo  effected  on  the  backs  of  tiicd,  tbe  price  reaches  2.40  to  3.50  franca  (46  to  48 
oeata)  per  liter  (l.WOTftnurts).  Tbenativeaare  great  lovers  of  a  detestable  but  very 
cheap  rum,  which  comes  to  tbem  from  Manritins.  BraniKos,  absintlies,  vermonth, 
bitters,  and  other  lienors  are  imported  from  France.  Coanterfeits  of  Frcncli  brands 
come  viu  Hambnrg.  Ueer  is  eitUer  Gunnan  or  English.  At  Tauanarivo,  a  brcirery 
snnpliea  a  light  1)eBr,  -which  is  sold  for  40  centimes  (7.7  ceutA)  a  battle. 

The  iaipnrtntion  of  article  of  metal  amonnta  to  l,tJ2,000  fr.inc.i  {*330,.l0(i>, 
divideil  as  follows: 

ConntrlH.  I  Awnniit. 


Hambnrg  numopolizes  the  prodnction  of  Rancepans,  an  essential  article  of  Maltiy 
fnmitnre.  »ench  mannfnctarers  should  turn  their  atteution  to  this  article,  procure 
models,  and  proBt  by  tbe  new  cnstoms  daty.  English  merchants  find  ready  sale  for 
galrnnized  aheet  iron  and  tin  plate,  which  are  mnch  used  In  tropical  conHtrnctiona. 
No  either  branch  of  importation  reaches  1,000,000  ftnncs.  Farinaceous  foods,  of 
which  three-fonrths  come  from  Ensland,  amonnt  to  668,000  l^ncs  {tlSH.^i). 

The  imports  in  1S9G  were  A^m  the  following  connlriea: 

CvBdtrlH.  Amount. 

EDirtand.  Tnilia,  MsarHlus.  stid  ntber  Brttlah  posscstlons S,T4D,l)6l) '    tl.inB.^T 
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GERMAN  EAST  AFRICA. 

A  British  Foreign  Oftlce  report  (No.  474,  Hiacellaueoan  Serien]  frives 
the  trade  of  Geriuuu  East  Africa  in  1897  as  follows;  liii]>ort8,  $2,330,328; 
e:[ ports,  $1,272,750.  Nearly  balf  of  the  goods  imported  came  troin  ludiii 
aud  Great  Britaiu,  about  two  sevenths  from  Germany,  and  the  rest 
from  France,  Belgium,  Holland,  America,  Arabia,  aud  Zanzibar.  The 
principal  articles  of  import  were  cottons,  rice,  and  provisions.  The 
exports  consisted  cliiefly  of  ivory,  indiarabber,  corn,8esaDrke,  aud  copra. 
Most  of  the  exporta  vent  to  Zanzibar,  Germany  following  in  order  of 
importance. 

ZANZIBAR. 

According  to  a  British  foreign  office  report,  imports  into  Zanzibar 
in  1807  were  valued  at  $6.808,til3— $liUl,5;!8  in  excess  of  tUose  of  1891!, 
and  the  highest  ever  reached  iu  the  coaiitry.  Exports  were  valued  at 
$3,780,.>10,  against  $5,029,329  in  1800.  Trade  with  the  principal  coun- 
tries was : 
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IM.SUO   1  Fnuce  

Imports  from  all  the  above  countries  show  an  increase  in  1897,  except 
America,  which  fell  off  from  $437,985  in  1806  to  $200,108  in  1897.  This 
was  cliiefly  in  petroleom,  although  over  $17,033  less  in  piece  goods  was 
sent  in  the  last  named  year.  Great  Britain  has  the  largest  share  of 
the  import  trade,  but  if  the  iteuo  of  coal  w^re  omitted,  it  wonid  be 
found  that  the  manufactured  articles  from  Germany  were  slightly  in 
excess  of  those  from  the  United  Kingdom.  The  value  of  the  piece 
goods  brought  into  Zanzibar  in  1897  was  three  times  as  great  as  that  of 
any  other  article,  aud  constitutes  one-fourth  of  the  entire  import  trade. 
The  countries  irhich  ship  this  class  of  goods  are  British  India,  Holland, 
Great  Britain,  America,  aud  Germany,  in  the  order  named.  The  Brit- 
ish consul  siiyathat  the  most  important  class  of  piece  goods  is  a  specice 
of  unbleached  cloth,  which  is  in  nniveisal  request  throughout  the 
interior,  aud  forms  in  some  parts  of  the  country  the  only  cnrrCDKy.  It 
is  known  as  greycloth,  and  is  made  in  two  i|unlities,  the  better  kind 
being  known  as  "Americani,"  from  the  fact  that  America  was  the  first 
country  to  introduce  it.  It  is  an  excellent  qnality  of  cloth,  and  is  very 
popular.    The  cheai>er  goods  are  sent  from  India. 

In  a  report  published  in  Goiisolar  Keports  No.  217,  October,  1898, 
(also  in  advance  sheets  No.  216,  September  10,  1898),  United  States 
Consul  Billheimer,  of  Zanzibar,  says: 

Tlio  poexcaeioDa  of  tha  Saltan  of  Zanzibar  now  comprise  tbe  ialauds  of  Zanzibar 
and  Penilia,  wbioh  are  ilireutlj  under  tbe  Sultan'a  govcruoient,  autl  a  atrip  of  land 
oil  tlie  i-oaat  of  Africa  10  miles  iolaad  from  the  wn  and  Home  200  milea  in  leDgtli, 
wbirb  is  farmeil  out  to  tbe  Britisb,  aad  is  tbe  outlet  for  Britiali  Eaat  Africa  and 
Uganda;  also  fonr  smnll  dlatrirU  l;iiiR  on  tbe  ooaal,  known  aa  Magadiaha,  Herka, 
Brawa,  and  Wurscbelk,  leased  by  the  Sultan  to  Italy. 

Tbe  people  of  tbe  rural  dlatricte  of  ibu  islauda  of  Zanzibar  and  Femba  are  Araba 
and  tbe  natives  ttwabUli,  tbe  Araba  being  principally  tlie  rnling  cloaa  and  tiie 
Swahilli  tbe  laboring  clsM.  Tbe  SwahilHa  are  an  inolfenaive,  hair-lndolent  people, 
vitb  fair  native  iiitelligenoe,  quick  to  learn,  mnch  devoted  to  their  Mobammedan 
religion,  and  very  loyal  to  tbe  Saltan  and  tbe  few  wbilo  people  vrbo  belong  to  his 
Government  and  to  the  Engliab  protectorate.  Theae  people  cnltivate  tbe  sweet 
potato,  manioc,  niobogo,  »  variety  of  amall  indiait  com,  beana,  pease,  sugar  euie. 
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rice,  piimiikliiB,  yanin,  toniBtn«a,  msofliiTiiis,  ornnces,  bationan,  sbucli-Hhiicb,  cocoBt- 
nnt,  kikI  i-Iovim;  alHO  some  other  varieties  of  voiretablon  and  fruits.  They  ulaii  raiae 
many  goata  and  ontcle  for  tlieir  meat  and  fur  the  milk  tbtty  jivlit. 

I'be  i-it;  nf  Zauxibar  containa  a  population  eatiniateil  at  100,000,  conxiKting  of 
Arabs,  Swahillis,  Engliab,  Germans,  Vrench,  Italians,  Portn^iiexe,  a  f<!i7  AiiieTi<*aoa, 
and  n  great  number  of  Hiudoos  of  varioaa  caatea,  and  all  furiiiiiij;  an  artive  but  quiet 
and  peaceable  population.  The  city  is  now,  aud  ba«  been  for  ceutnrrcs.  the  Rreat 
cmpurium  for  tra<le  with  all  ceutn.l  Kast  Africa,  being  tbo  receiving  and  distributing 
point  for  imports  and  exporls. 

Tbe  Govemnieiit  at  Zanzibar  is  a  Hultanate,  presided  over  hy  a  aiiltaii.  His  Iligli- 
nesa  Sejyiil  bin  Haniund  bin  Mabommed,  and  bis  oMcial  st'iH'  and  subordiiinieB. 
The  Governnifnt  has  no  currency,  the  Indian  rupee  and  frn<'ii'>ii:U  partA  tbi>t'0of 
being  the  meiliom  of  eicbnngi;,  the  rupee  being  at  thin  time  worth  aliout  32  ceuta  in 
United  Slates  gold,  but  continiia)l7  fluclunting.     Tbe  roveiitics  of  the  Oovernmi'iit 


mately  CfiOO.OOO  per  annum,  derived  from  ruHtoma  dues,  wiiter  sii|>pl;, 
Tei^istnitioii,  Tfats  of  Government  property,  port  dnes,  shipping,  nnd  the  pOHtolflcc. 
The  expeuditnrea  abont  equal  the  revenues,  Zanzibnr  has  an  public  debt.  There  is 
no  tax  levied  on  porsonal  property  or  real  estate. 

Zanzibar  is  prai'ticnlly  a  free  port,  spirituous  liquor  and  nxidicinen  tout  fining 
spirits.  Hreanis  and  amuinnition,  opium,  tobacco,  rice,  anrt  gruiu  being  taxed  5  per 
cent  ail  valnrem.     All  imports  to  Pemba  pny  5  pfr  cent  duty. 

Unties  on  exports  from  ZaD^ibar  are  as  follows:  lieana,  millet,  and  com,  ^  cents 
on  each  360poundb;  chillies,  10  per ceat  ail  valorem;  cloves, 21)  percent  iid  valorem; 
•eashellH,  5  percent  ail  valorem;  guiueopal,  15  per  ceo  tad  vulnrcm;  p«:tiiutH,  12  per 
cent  lid  valorem  ^  coats,  25  cents  e.ich ;  rn liber,  15  per  cent  ad  valorem ;  hides,  orchilla 
veail,  nnd  tortoise  shells,  each,  10  per    -   ■  -  ■     -' 


cicn  purchasers  of  goods  for  export,  as  a  rule,  are  expected  to  pay  cash  for  the 
'   and  foreign  shippers  are  paid  coxh  for  goiiits  imported, 
infactures  or  mechaniunl  iudnstries  of  any  kind,  except  the 


making  of  oriiamenta  from  ivory,  ebony,  and  silver,  a  small  amount  of  rough  furni- 
ture, and  artlflcial  ice. 

The  only  iilnminating  oil  imported  is  American  petroienm.  Pliiin  American  cot- 
ton gocHls  are  preferred  by  the  natives  to  nil  others,  iillbough  a  great  many  cottons 
of  Dateh  manuGicture  are  imported  and  worn  by  the  native  women.  Tbeso  last  are 
prints  in  manv  flashy  styles,  in  fast  colors,  and  should  be  duplicated  by  American 
finns,  ns  I  fully  believe  ttiey  would  displace  the  Putch  article,  the  people  taking 
kindly  to  everything  American. 

The  internal  trade  of  Zanzibar  is  qnito  extensive,  bnt  no  statistical  information  Is 
obtainable  as  to  its  amount,  and  nothing  like  an  accurate  estimate  aau  be  given. 

Tbe  following  ocean  lines  call  at  Zunzibar  regularly;  The  Hritisb  India  Stenm 
Kavigation  Company,  making  direct  connection  with  other  steamers  of  the  comp.iny 
fur  points  west  and  London;  the  MessageriesMaritimesdo  France,  between  Marseilles 
and  Zanzibar;  the  Deutch  Ost-Afrika  Linie,  from  Hamburg  to  Zanzibar  and  the 
•ontb.     Then)  are  also  several  lines  of  coasting  vesHels. 

The  Monitenr  Officiel  du  Commerce,  Paris,  July  7,  1898,  snja  that 
the  exports  from  Zanzibar  in  J897  (taking  tlie  value  of  the  merchiindise 
at  the  iKtiut  of  departure)  were : 


The  ezimrtd  are  composed  mostly  of  cloves  and  copra,  the  sole  a^rrl- 
caltural  prodnotioiia  of  Zanzibar.  The  first  of  these  pro<Iu(!t8  is  dis- 
tributed amoH);  England,  America,  France,  and  Germany,  ivhile  France 
consumes  the  wliole  of  the  production  of  copra.  The  quantity  ex^iorted 
iu  the  last  four  years  was  aa  follows: 
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BRITISH  EAST  AFRICA. 

Accordinf!;  to  official  statistics,  the  value  of  exports  from  Great  Brit- 
ain lo  the  Britieh  East  Af^iean  protectorate,  in  1897,  was  8933,395,  and 
of  imports  iuto  Great  Britain  from  tlioprotectointe,  $4,i'{S.  The  States- 
mail's  Year-Book,  1898,  estimates  the  vciloe  of  tlie  total  imports  at 
$1,25(1,160,  and  of  tlie  exports  at  $375,040.  The  obief  exports  are  ivory, 
rubber,  auimale,  copra,  gum  copal,  hides,  etc.  The  imports  from  Great 
Britain  are  Manchester  goods,  brass,  wire,  beads,  provisions,  etc. 

Consul  Billheimer,  of  Zauzibar,  in  the  report  above  quoted,  adds  Ibe 
following  details: 

To  snme  oxtettt,  tbe  foreign  trade  of  coatcal  East  Africa  hu,  iu  tLa  last  tvro  or 
tlirce  yuan,  b«eu  tUverted  from  ZauziUnr  City  to  tbo  coast  tonus  ou  tUe  Afcican 
coast,  priucipslly  to  Mombasa  in  tUe  British  East  Africiut  protectorate  auil  to  Tou^ia 
ami  Dai-es- Salaam,  ia  tbo  German  East  African  piotectoratQ.  As  itiese  iiortioiis 
of  Africa  develop,  tliesu  <;itiM  will  <lxuw  tuoro  frum  tbo  Zanzibar  trado. 

Britiali  Enst  Africa  tiud  U^auda,  cxtoudiug  from  tho  aaaC  coast  to  Lake  Xjiiiua 
and  beyond,  lias  a  great  futtiro  before  it.  A  land  mostly  well  watered,  ivitL  gooil 
Hoil,  and  for  tUe  ^eater  part  oocnpyiag  a  high  plateau,  with  n  pluataut  :iiid  IteaJtU- 
i^I  cliinate,  iidaptocl  to  the  cultnre  of  wheat  oud  cam  uuil  all  kinds  of  vejjctablva 
and  t>iiils — those  of  tho  teiaperato  as  wall  us  tho  tropical  xaua — will  develop  iatu  a 
crent  country.  A  railroad  Irocu  Mombns  oa  tlie  coast  to  a  poiut  ou  Lake  KyauKft 
19  uow  heiDX  built.  It  is  now  completed  a  ilLstoucQ  of  160  mitet,  and  passss  withiD 
JOmilt'sof  Mount  KUiiua-NJaro,  tbo  highest  muuntain  of  Africa. 

MAfRITirS. 

TLie  imports  in  1890  (no  later  tkgnres  than  those  given  in  the  Review 
for  last  year  being  available)  were  $7,534,000,  of  which  nearly  $6,000,000 
worth  was  furnished  by  Great  Britain  and  British  ^wssessions.  The 
exports  were  $7,914,000,  of  which  $GG,000  went  to  Great  Britain,  and 
$3,1)27,000  to  British  posseasiOBS.  A  report  iu  the  Mouiteur  Offlciel  tlu 
Coiiitiierce(  Paris,  March  10, 1898)  says  that  the  United  States  sent  some 
$175,000  worth  of  goods  in  the  year  under  consideration.  TUe  follow- 
ing details  of  trade  are  from  the  same  report: 

Anslraliu,  formnrly  the  creatcat  market  for  the  Bagars  of  Mauritins,  now  receives 
bnt  oiie-tcDth  of  the  exportations;  the  sbipreientH  to  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  on  the 
coutmry,  increase  from  year  to  jear.  Trausaetioas  with  the  Unltod  Ktngdoai  and 
Franco  liave  reaiainud  nearly  statiouary  for  the  last  twenty  yean. 

JlutiritiiiB.prodnciDK  on]  V  sugar,  imports  from  the  outside  wuild  cTerythiDgneci's- 
sary  fur  food,  clothes,  .iiid  the  ailTerent  needs  of  Its  575,000  inhabitants.  Below  is  a 
list  of  the  ])riucLpaI  imports  la  1896 : 
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EAST   COAST:    MAURITHJ8  AHD  BEUSION. 
Tbe  cbi«f  exports  from  Port  Louta  vcre: 


»,  OOO  '  FIlMr  oT  >lg«  . . 
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Uitited  Stat«9  Coneal  C»mpb«I]  writes  from  Port  Loais  timt  tlic 
sugar  iiidastiy  is  suffering  severe  d^iressioo. 

RlSlTflON. 

Acoordiog  to  Freacb  oflScial  statistics,  the  imports  into  Reunion  from 
foreign  coautries  in  18D6  were  $1,677,100,  and  tbe  exports  to  foreign 
countrit?8,  Jl35,100.  These  figures  are  exclusive  of  the  trade  with 
France,  wLich  was;  Imports  into  Bi>iinion  from  France,  $3,026,500; 
exports  from  B^anion  to  France,  $3,358,200.  The  imi>orl8  from  Franc* 
show  an  increaseof  over  $fH>,fKIO,  and  the  exports  to  France,  an  increase 
of  $l).'iO,200,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  following  titblu 
will  abow  tbe  chief  articlea  import^  from  France: 
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Sugar  was  exported  to  France  to  the  valoe  of  $2,-509,000,  and  \ 
$308,fci00. 


^dbvGoo^^lc 


COMMEHCIAL   BELATI0S8, 


NOKTH  AMEllICA. 

IJOMTNION  OF  CANADA. 

The  trade  of  the  United  Stittes  with  Canada  dniiDfr  the  Inst  ten  cv 
eiidiir  yeara,  aeeording^  to  returns  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Treusiii 
J>eiiikrlnient,  was: 


CuDBda, 

t-ia.  322.  S78 
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These  figures,  it  shonid  be  noted,  do  not  include  the  trnde  with 
Kowrorindland  and  Labrador,  \rhieh  was,  in  IS'JtJ:  Imports,  $^G,;tu:(; 
ex|K>rrs,  $l,3'ii,7S^. 

Consul  Beutelspacher,  of  Moncton,  sends  figures  sliowing  the  iM)|)oi  ts 
and  exports  of  Canada  iu  the  fiscal  years  ending  June,  18'JT  and  16!)8, 
as  follows: 

IMPORTS. 
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Coiisul-Geueral  Bittiuger,  of  MoiitreiU,  says: 

Thecnnrncof  ttin  triule  of  tlio  ITntteil  Stntoo  witU  Caii»dik  has  foroome  yenn  been 
one  or  ospaiiRion.  Variations  iu  ita  anioiint  bavo  occiiitoiI,  owiti);  to  turilf  cbuugi'i 
■nil  the  lowrr  or  higher  capacity  of  the  ConiiiUiin  puoplu  to  purcliane  rurclffii  (Eootlo, 
but  tbaao  variations  have  been  only  temporary  Id  their  ett'ect  when  tbey  rentrioted 
the  iiii|ii>rlo  into  Canada  of  KoodH  from  tlie  Unitetl  States. 

A  coiiipurison  of  the  stutistics  of  ImportB  uf  mannfactnred  floods  (Vim  tho  ITrilted 
Stales  into  Canadii  from  Itm  to  tho  close  of  the  last  fisciil  year,  ending  June  30,  l)iH8, 
with  the  statiotics  of  imports  from  Great  Biit.tin  into  Canada  for  the  oamo  period, 
shown  with  Htriking  clearness  tbo  fact  that  the  United  States  has  been  gTodiiiilly  hat 
steadily  capturing  more  and  more  of  this  trade,  while  Great  Britain  during  the  same 
period  haa  l>eeii  lusing  its  liuld. 

Tlio  folluwiDK  io  a  list  of  the  goo<ls  imported  from  Great  Britain  into  Canada  the 
import  of  which  in  1HS7  was  less  than  in  I8B3,  while  the  import  of  the  same  class  of 
goods  from  ihu  United  States  exceeiled  that  of  1893: 
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Tbo  alMve  lint  practically  Jncliidi'O  the  great  bulk  of  the  manufactnred  goods 
imported  into  Canada  from  thi^  United  States  and  Grent  llritain.  In  builders'  and 
caUiDetmakero'  hardware,  the  goudo  made  in  tbo  United  States  have  almost 
achieved  n  monopoly,  oo  have  also  brass  tnhinj;  and  other  brnss  goods.  It  io  the 
opinion  of  importers  of  ancb  goods  from  the  United  Stiites  as  come  more  or  less  into 
couipetiiion  with  those  from  Great  Britain,  that  the  discriudnation  in  favor  of 
Britiih  goods  of  a  ^  |ier  cent  rednotion  in  duty  will  have  only  a  trill  mg  effect,  if  any 
■t  all,  upon  the  vohinie  of  imports  tiara  the  t;nitt!d  Klutcs.  Canadian  eonsnmers  of 
the  leailing  articles  made  of  iron  or  steel,  or  a  combination  of  them,  and  of  other 
metallic  goods,  show  snch  a  decided  prefei'euce  for  thoso  made  in  the  United  Stales, 
that  they  will  not  take  British  goods,  even  if  the  preferential  duty  uanses  thoiu  to 
be  proportionately  loner  in  price.  At  tbo  same  time,  they  considt-r  it  would  bo  well 
for  United  States  maunfactnrers  to  nvoid  presuming  upon  the  nilvnntage  tbe.v  have 
acquired,  by  indifference  to  tbe  i^nality  of  the  goods  thtiy  send  to  Canada,  h.v  Has 
careful  packing,  or  by  noglocting  to  keep  in  close  and  ciinHtant  toucli  with  importers, 
whoso  iileno  no  li>  local  tnsteo  and  ruquirements  should  be  carefully  studied,  and  as 


far  ill 


sible. 
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Ill  regard  to  the  effect  of  the  prcfereiitia!  tariff  on  iniporta  from  Groat 
Britain,  Ooininercial  Ageut  Hunt,  of  PalmerBtoii,  seuds  a  DOwspaper 
clipping,  showiug  that  for  the  four  mouths  ended  October  31,  during 
which  the  25  per  cent  iireferenco  has  been  in  force,  the  iniports  of  British 
goods  iucreosed  in  spirits,  vool,  linen  manufactures^  worsted  gooda, 
dyed,  printed,  and  bleached  cottons.    The  article  continues : 

In  the  exportatioa  [from  Great  Britaiu]  of  iron  nnd  Btoel,  and  m  nun  fact  ntca  thereof, 
there  has,  liowever,  been  a  falliag  oS  rutbet  than  an  iacrcase,  iiotwitliBtnoding  the 
operation  of  the  full  nrefereiice  of  25  per  cent,  -while  from  the  United  States  our 
fniporU  have  noticeftblv  iaei.-enHnd.  For  instance,  -vs  reoeived  from  Britain  dnrinj; 
thu  first  fonr  tnniiths  of  the  past  fiecal  year  but  $17,617  wortli,  and  cfnrioc  the  corro- 
aponding  period  of  the  ]ireHeut;etir$L8,0U,  as  aguiuat  $79,50!)  during  the  lour  months 
of  IBdC  DqHds  the  latter  period  alio,  railroad  iron  and  etof]  exported  to  Canada 
from  the  United  Kingdom  ims  TBlned  nt  $605,577;  during  the  four  months  of  1H97, 
the  export  was  $121,061,  and  dnring  the  fonr  months  ending  October  31,  only  $50,3C6. 

These  and  similar  decrme^'S  more  than  offset  the  general  feudeucy  to  lacronsad 
export  in  the  lines  of  goods  (ibove  mentioiicil. 

The  statement  is  made  unnOtcially,  fa  (tiplnnation  of  this  showing,  that  the  dis- 
position to  avail  oftbi)  honeiits  of  the  preferential  out  is  offset  by  a  tendency  on  the 
part  of  the  Ctmiwlisn  importers  to  await  the  outcome  of  the  present  roeiproetty 
negotiations  at  Washington  before  transferring  orders  from  the  Uuitod  Stales  to 
British  honnes.  As  for  tlin  failnro  of  the  prsferanti^l  tanlFto  encoarage  the  impor- 
tatiou  of  British  di  ogainst  United  States  iron  and  ateel,  it  is  candidly  enoii)^ 
ailniitti'd  that  even  with  tlia  !5  per  cant  advantage,  it  would  lie  Jnip»ssiMi>  for 
Britiall  manufacturera  to  compete  with  the  Americans  in  Canadian  markets. 

Coiisul-Crcneral  Bittinger  further  says : 

The  vrood-pnlp  and  papnr  indnstry  of  the  Dominion  of  CaoMla  Is  advaDCiiig  with 
giaat  strides.  Eoglith  aod  Canadian  symliratca  are  l>oiag  organiEed,  with  immense 
capital,  to  erect  new  mills  and  pnrcbaso  vnst  areas  of  eprnce  timiwr  lands.  Tbo 
extenlof  tliepalp-woodrMoin'oeflof  tbiseoustry  is«Barmons.  From  Hamilton  Inlet, 
on  tlio  nortJMatt  coaat  of  Labrador,  aue  mi^^t  travel  southwest  sroaod  James  liay 
and  then  Dortbwest  to  the  valley  of  the  Ynlion  Kiver,  and  never  in  Uint  great  dia- 
tance  he  out  of  the  region  of  spruce  forests.  Or  a  jonmey  miglit  begin  near  the 
mnthem  bonndary  of  New  Bmnswiek  and  oontinne  nortliwest  to  Portland  Proraon- 
tory ,  more  than  halfway  up  the  cast  coast  of  Hudson  Bay,  and  thence  across  the 
country  again  in  an  easterly  diroction  to  Ungaua  Bay,  and  still  the  traveler  wuntd 


lut  of  a  aprure-bearlTig  territory.  In  tli«8D  vast  reserves  of  spruce  timber, 
many  citizens  of  the  United  States  bnve  already  aeonred  large  holdings  and  are 
engaged  in  the  pnlp  indnstry,  and  the  water  power  utiliaod  in  connection  therewith 
is  nns;irp:MSed  in  tne  world. 

Coitsal  Ledoux,  of  Three  Bivers,  gives  the  value  of  the  gold  mined 
in  Canada  io  1898  as  113,700,000,  of  which  $10,000,000  represented  the 
yield  of  the  Yulion  district, 

Consul  McGook,  of  Dawson  City,  says  that  platinnm  has  also  been 
discovered  in  the  Yukon.  He  reports  that  the  prices  of  provisions  are 
high,  and  there  is  much  suffering, 

ConsulSmith,  of  Victoria,  says  that,  according  to  a  recent  law,  mining 
in  the  Lake  Atlin  region  is  restricted  to  British  subjects, 

srKxioo. 

The  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  the  TreASOJcy  I>epai*tment  gives  the  fol- 
lowing flguree  of  United  State*  trade  with  Mezioo  in  the  last  ten 
calendar  years: 
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Con  Sill- GeDeral  Barlov,  of  tfao  City  of  Mexico,  in  a  cotnprelieusivo 
report  upon  commercial  and  industrial  conditious  in  the  Republic,  t^aj  » 
tliat  the  total  imports  in  the  fiscal  year  1898  trere  (43,603,492,  a^^iist 
84:^,204,095  Id  1897.    The  imports  from  the  priDcipal  coantries  weie: 


Coustrin. 

ie«-»s. 

uat-m. 

F«B« 

1 

Oat-«.J 

W,7M,K1 
Z1,«»,«M 

•4,0(0.  W 

m.M7 

21  SSI,  MO 



Sitei;;;; 

Of  tlie exports,  amountine  to  $58,166,719  in  1897-98,  $42,833,552  went 
to  the  United  States,  or  73  per  cent  of  the  total  amount  ex[>orted  from 
Mexico,  as  against  77  per  cent  in  1896-97.     Mr.  Barlow  adds : 

Tbu  iiicrcaae  of  93,963,500  in  Toluiae  ia  ■vtity  BstisfuctoTy,  and,  in  tLe  fact)  of  tbe 
higlier  duties  impoMd  by  tha  Dioglaj  tariff,  in  tlis  inaTe  uatewortb;;  liut,  mwill  be 
•een,  lii«  export  liiiiiiiesa  of  the  United  States  liaa  not}i«<pt  pare  *>th  tbe  incrpiiito  iu 
tbe  gencical  exports,  whereas  aame  other  conDtdea  have  greatly  increased  their  piir- 
cbii«P8  of  Meilcau  goodn. 

Franre.  whieb  iu  l)tB6-97  bought  of  Ueiieo  but  1870,743,  bonght  in  Ig97-9S 
Sl,g04.5HT.  Holland,  trbieh  la  reacliiug  ont  for  trade  here,  increased  from  riO,730 
iu  lK9e-»7  to  $257,517.  Culia  ahoira  tbe  nioxt  notable  incrcaae,  from  $19,155  in 
1896-97  to  $770,611  in  189T-98.  This  ia  due  to  tbu  fact  that  Ciilia  Lad  to  have  cerUiu 
MeiLican  products,  and  that  the  advantage  in  fuvor  of  S|iaiu  was  greatly  diminished. 
Germauy  s  incrcaae,  thongli  large,  waa  not  ao  remarkable,  being  tfl23,27H;  ivhile 
the  nniall  Kingdom  of  Itelginm  about  heeps  pace  with  England,  ainco  the  former 
Increaaed  $150|993,  TrheTenfl  tbe  latter,  with  its  position  of  aetond  only  to  the  United 
Statea  (thoQKli  nt  a  great  diatouca),  increased  only  $177,249. 

In  apite  of  the  tistabliahmeiit  of  fnct4>riea  here,  there  waa  an  actual  inereoae  of 
«1,399,397  iu  Imports  during  the  fiscil  yt-ar  1897-i)8,  and  tbia  iu  apite  of  tlie  fact  thnt 
02,600,368  iTorth  of  Ameriran  corn  waa  imported  in  1896-97,  owing  to  tbe  partiiil 
failnre  uf  tbe  com  crop  in  this  liepiiblicj  wVreaa  in  1897-98,  only  ^3,069  worth  of 
thia  cereal  was  brongnt  into  the  country.  Tbe  iucrease  might  therefore  be  enli- 
matMl  on  the  basis  of  normal  eouditiona  oa  nearly  M,000,OCO.  Aa  will  bo  noted,  49 
percent  came  from  tbe  Uuited  Statea,  showing  a  decrease  of  4  per  eent  Oom  the 
fisonl  year  189&-QT. 

Tbe  reason  of  this  decrease,  aside  flrom  the  dlminntinn  In  com  ehipmenta  to  Mex- 
ico, is  that  onr  exporters  ore  not  paying  the  attention  to  the  commercial  cnab'tus 
of  this  KepnbUc  tnnt  is  given  bv  inannlactiiTers  of  other  natious,  princip:illy  Kng- 
loitd,  Franc«,  and  Oermany.  The  bnsinesa  conditions  of  Mexico  are  iiutcworlhy. 
anil  it  will  be  of  m neb  pecuniary  benefit  tn  our  merchants  to  study  thcui.  Tbi' 
staudnrd  of  eommercial  credit  ia  high,  and  the  termtof  United  States  merchants  ;iro 
too  rigid.  The  superiority  of  many  kinds  of  American  goods  is  readily  adniittfil, 
and  Mexiciiu  bnjera  are  desirous  of  dealing  with  the  United  Statea  and  would  do  no 
more  estenaively  tlian  at  present,  if  trading  lacilities  were  offered  them. 
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CENTKAL  AStEUICA. 


The  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  Central  Amori<:nii  eniiii- 
tries  during  tbe  last  ten  years  (caloudar)  is  Rbonn  in  the  returns  vi'  tlie 
Btireiiu  of  Statistics  of  the  Treasury  Department,  as  follows: 
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URTTIrjlI  IION'UI'RAS. 

Ooimiil  Avery,  of  Belize,  gives  tlie  imports  in  1897  aa  $1,402,097, 
flfrainst  $l,4(t2,u;J7  in  ISQtt.  Tbe  exports  in  1897  are  not  given;  in  ItS'.Ki, 
tliey  were  $1,571,5:10.  The  United  States  has  about  55  per  cent  of  the 
inilMi't  trade,  the  principal  items  of  iuiwrt  from  the  United  States 
being  shoes,  $oO,OUO;  butter,  $1!I,0U0;  bacon  and  hams,  $20,(l(H)}  beef 
ai)d  pork,  $02,000;  corn,  $13,000;  cotton  goods,  $03,000;  beer  and 
porter,  $10,000;  flour,  $92,000;  hardware  nnd  cutlery,  $19,000;  Inm- 
ber,  dressed,  $10,000;  rough,  $17,000;  uiai:liinery,  $18,000;  mineral 
oilx,  $18,700;  provisions,  $04,400;  tobacco,  raw,  $12,800.  Mr.  Avery 
notes  that  United  States  enterprise  has  bten  in  evidence  in  the  colony 
in  the  past  year,  in  the  constrnction  of  an  iron  bridge  over  the  Belize 
Itiver,  the  biiil<ling  of  a  new  post-ofKce,  etc.  The  future  of  British  Hon- 
dnras,  he  sayn,  depends  upon  the  extension  of  railroads  and  the  dcvet- 
opnient  of  the  mahogany  and  logwnoil  industries. 

United  States  Treasury  flgnres  fur  trade  with  British  Hontlnias  in 
l.H08are:  Ini]>ort><  into  Uniled  Stat^-s,  $117,430;  exports  from  United 
Stales,  S.K'iajOtht. 
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COSTA  nrcA. 

The  total  valne  of  tUe  imports  in  1897,  ac4.-ordiiig  to  Consul  CuMnell, 
of  Sail  Ju»e,  was  *4,o;C,44«,  of  tvbicli  a3.(i4yor  eeiituivine  from  tlte  I-'iukmI 
States.  Tlie  exports,  wLioU  were  valued  at  $5,5U7,727  id  ISDIi,'  are  not 
given  for  18DJ.  TUe  United  Stnt(>8  liaa  about  38  piT  cent,  Kiiglaiid  23 
IKT  cent,  (leraiany  15  per  cent,  and  t'rance  7  per  cent  of  the  import 
tratlv.  Mr.  Oitlduell  gives  statements  of  iuiiKtrts  from  tlie  cimi]ietiiig 
countries  in  detail,  and  his  report  will  be  louud  iu  the  proper  place  in 
Oouiuiercial  Kelatious. 

GUATJEMALA. 

ConsnlGeneral  Beanpre  says  tliat  the  imports  were  46,807,H.17  in 
1807,  against  $0,143,354  io  18DC.  ile  gives  the  exports  at  i*19,775,80O, 
of  wliich  c-offee  represented  $18,875,700. 

The  United  States  lias  maintained  her  lead  in  imports  into  the 
couutry  during  the  past  year,  and  in  some  importa'it  lines  the  gain  liaa 
been  most  gratifying.  With  Great  Britain  and  Germany,  slie  practi- 
cally controls  the  foreign  trade  of  Guatemala.  In  tlie  past  four  years 
the  iin|K>rt.s  have  been  supplied  by  these  nations  in  the  following  pro- 
portions : 


"I IL 


Cotton  goods,  cloth,  and  tbrea^l  are  far  the  most  imimrtant  imports 
in  point  of  value,  and  Great  Britain  has  ever  nmiutaitied  tirst  place, 
Germany  occupying  second,  and  the  Unitttd  States  third.  In  1804, 
Great  Britahi's  share  of  tliis  line  was  73  per  cent  of  the  wlitde,  Ger- 
many's 17  per  cent,  and  the  United  States  0  per  cent.  In  1S05  the 
ratio  stood:  Great  Britain,  57  per  cent;  Germany,  21  per  cent,  and 
the  United  States,  8  per  cent.  In  18%,  Great  Britain  had  58  [>er  cent^ 
Germany  14  per  cent,  and  the  United  States  10  per  cent.  In  1807, 
Great  Hritain  had  58  per  cent,  Germany  18  per  cent,  and  the  United 
States  15  per  cent — showing  a  continuous  gain  for  our  country.  A  little 
more  attention  to  the  designs  and  bright  colors  re(|uire<l  by  this  market 
and  i>ersoiinl  attention  by  traveling  men  who  speak  Spanish,  and  our 
rank  can  be  eattily  niised. 

The  manufacture  of  sugar  is  assuming  large  proportions,  and  there 
will  be  u  good  market  for  the  requisite  machinery.  This  can  also  be 
said  of  machinery  for  preparing  coD'ee. 

Almost  everything  in  the  line  of  groceries  comes  ftoin  the  United 
States.  There  is  a  large  sale  for  canned  goods — vegetablvs,  meat.'^, 
and  preserves.  Condensed  milk  and  evaporated  cream  are  increasing 
ill  demand.  In  general,  it  may  be  said  that  the  bulk  of  Unttc<l  States 
goods  are  too  good  for  this  market.  They  should  be  made  to  sell 
cheaply,  but  should  be  showy  with  colors  and  tinsel. 

I10NI>URAS. 

Irngmrts  into  Honduras  in  1806  were  given  in  the  Review  of  last  year 
a«  ( >7(i,71t>,  and  exports  at  $1,253,151.  No  figures  for  the  entire  trade 
for  IStf7  are  available.    The  trade  of  Great  Britain  with  the  country 

■See  Cuniiuur'-ial  UiriKtury  uf  tlio  Bureau  of  Aiuorlcaii  l{e|)iiblli!ii,  189T-!)t<,  Vol.  I. 
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ill  1S97  was:  Imports  from  Uonduras,  $774,000^  exports  to  Ilontliirns, 
$204,000. 

Consul  Johnston,  of  Utilla,  Baya  tliat  the  Uiiited  States  lias  tbe 
majority  of  the  imports  into  Honduras.  In  some  lioea,  liowever — for 
instimce,  thread,  lace  insertion,  etc. — ttaft  English  have  alt  the  trade. 
Id  votton  goods,  some  English  products  are  sold,  but  the  itu]>orts  are 
mostlyfiromtlreTJnited  States,  esijecially  in  thefiner  grades.  The  heavier 
qiiiilities  are  not  sold  in  shirtings,  but  the  cottons  used  for  sails  ivnd 
ticking  are  all  American.  The  market  will  use  twice  as  much  of  a  first- 
class  article  as  of  au  inferior.  In  woolen  floods,  the  English  h»ve  the 
lend.  The  demand  is  for  fine,  lightweight  goods,  to  be  used  for 
trou seringa,  etc.  Cottons  of  heavy  weight  take  the  place  of  the  thicker 
woolens.  The  finish  and  style  of  all  United  States  products  are  iirst 
class.  American  whisky  is  always  commended,  and  our  beer  is  sold, 
BO  far  as  Mr.  Johuaton  has  seen,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other. 

The  great  drawback  to  imports  is  the  duties.  The  published  rates 
arc  so  much  a  pound  j  but  there  are  additional  charges  which  make  the 
tariff  about  double. 

NICAnAGtTA. 

A  British  Foreign  OfBce  report  (aunual  series,  213C)  gives  the  importK 
in  IS97  as  $2,571,580  and  tbe  exports  as  82,076,025.  Tbe  importa  show 
a  decrease  of  1768,907  as  compared  with  1896.  Tbe  trade  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  Is  growing;  that  of  Germany  uud 
l<'rauce  shows  a  decrcaae. 

United  States  Consul  Donaldson,  of  Maoagna,  gives  the  following 
statement  of  trade  by  conntries  in  1896: 
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The  chief  imports  from  the  United  States  in  the  year  under  eonaider- 
atioiiwere:  Barbed  wire,  $25,000;  bocr,  119,000:  cotton  goods,  $18,600; 
ilour,  ai55,000;  drugs,  $37,000;  sewing  ma;:hine8,  $11,600;  kero.senc, 
$-17,(tO();  wine,  $60,000;  calico,  $11,700;  tallow,  $16,400. 

Coffee,  says  the  consul,  which  is  the  main  article  of  export,  has  had 
a  very  small  crop  this  year.  The  export  of  rubber  baa  also  greatly 
dei^reased,  owing  to  a  law  enacted  in  1897,  forbidding  tbe  cutting  of 
rubber  for  ten  years  on  all  lauds  belonging  to  the  Goverumeut. 


Aceording  to  Commercial  Belatioon,  1896-97,  the  imports  in  1896  were 
$1,650,444  and  the  exports  $3,690,276.  Of  the  imports,  the  United 
States  contributed  $457,139,  England  $508,377,  Germany  $219,962,  and 
France  $244,821,  The  exports  to  tbe  conatries  named  were:  United 
States,  $1,100,581;  England,  $323,793;  Germany,  $2,136,927;  and 
France,  $1,113,711.  N'oflgurea  for  the  general  trade  for  1897  are  avail- 
able. British  trade  in  1697  according  to  oCBcial  returns  of  Great 
Britain,  was:  Imports  from  Salvador,  $749,000;  exjiorts  to  Salvador, 
91,295,000.  The  trade  of  the  United  States  in  the  same  year  is  stated 
by  Treasury  returns  as  foitowa:  Imiwrts  from  Salvador,  $1,183,301; 
exports  to  Salvador,  $1,116,424. 
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WEST  INDIES. 

According  to  Uoited  States  Treaeury  retaniB,  the  trade  of  tlie  United 
Statos  with  tbe  West  ItidJau  islands  in  tlie  \»st  tcii  years  was: 
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WX»T  INDIES. 

.Bn^wiMoc. — AcoardLD£  to  fgares  sent  by Couaul  IVfcLaiu,  tlic  imiiurts 
in  1S07  were  $905^17,  aad  the  exports,  $125,522.  Tbe  total  trade, 
<L,ihtO,739,  «zoeeded  tkat  of  1896,  tLe  figunis  foi'  wMcli  vere  $1,G24,I7U. 
Cousideriug  tliat  189G  was  au  excepti»iiiiJly  g^«od  year  for  trade,  says 
tlie  QODBal,  tJiis  sbowiug  is  eocouragiiig.  The  trade  witli  tlie  Uuited 
States  was  also  larcev  than  that  of  13i)G,  when  it  was  above  the  jiverage. 
Tbe  total  tr^de  wiUi  the  United  Sbitee  iu  18!)7  was  «1,191,48<J,  wliiuh, 
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as  will  b«  seen,  n-piesentert  a  large  proi»ortioii  of  the  trade  wit.Ii  all 
coHiitribs,  Tlieiuvifaseol  UtiiU'd  btates  trade  in  tlie  last  tour  yi'ai'sis 
shown  by  tliefollowingfignrea:  1S!I4,  ♦1,014,737;  l.-S'.(5,*I,12],(>.J5;  18'.)«, 
*l,lSll,«8:ii  1«)7,  $l,liU,48'J.  Aaiong  imports  froui  tlie  United  Stiiies 
were:  Treserved  tiuit  and  meat,  t^l.OUO;  eartbeiiware,  glasswaie,  and 
fiiniiture,  $D4,t)U0;  liardware  and  tinware,  $12,500;  meat,  salted  and 
tVesli,  838,000;  butter,  ?22,0y0;  corn  meal  and  hominy,  $28,000;  Hunr, 
$1:J4,0(K);  maeliinery,  $1;),000;  textiles,  $05,000;  oil.  $10,000.  Among 
till)  frunonil  exports  of  the  Bahamas,  coiTee  figured  tor  $16,700,  ]>ine- 
}it>p)es  at  $110,000,  liemp  at  $^2,000,  turtle  shells  at  $i'G,000,  sponges  at 
$4;i8,"»00,oraDge3at$l«,700,  grapefruit  at  $10,000,  and  preserved  Iniit 
at  $19,600. 

Jiitrbados. — Consul  MacAllister  says  the  imports  in  1897  were  $5,013,- 
iii'i,  against  $5,244,4^'i  in  1890.  In  like  manner,  the  imjwrts  from  tlio 
United  Btates  stiow  a  decrease  of  $175,880.  Pood  stuS's  came  from  tho 
United  States  to  the  valne  of  $1,253,895  in  1897,  againut  $J83,755  from 
Great  Britain.  On  the  other  band.  Great  Britain  sent  manufactured 
giio<la  to  the  value  of  $058,785,  while  only  $116,000  in  tliis  line  was 
im]>orted  from  the  United  States.  Our  canned  goods,  the  consul  thinks, 
are  not  as  widely  known  as  they  should  be.  There  is  a  good  opening 
for  the  coHstrovtion  of  an  electric  railroad,  to  can  around  the  island,  a 
distance  of  about  (iO  miles. 

Tlie  exports,  says  Mr.  MacAllister,  exceeded  those  of  189C  by  $90,074. 
The  Itgures  for  1890  were  $i,590,110,  which  would  make  the  exports  in 
18117  some  $3,080,000.  Theoatput  of  sugar  wiis  fair.  The  total  quautity 
exported  was  67,609  hogsheads.  Manyak  w»s  shipped  to  the  value  of 
$18,800,  of  whicli  $12,907  went  to  tlie  United  States. 

JiBtvuwdfl.'— Consul  Greene  gives  the  imports  in  1897  as  $1,572,927, 
agaiust  $1,482,820  in  1896.  The  exports  were  $021,480,  against  $J2.S,- 
405  in  the  previous  year.  The  trade  with  theUnited  States  fhrfhetwo 
years  is  stated  as  follows:  Importain  1897,  $949,206;  in  1890,  $897,328. 
Exports  in  1897,  $587,868;  in  li<9li,  $481,330.  The  increases  iu  imports 
were  mainly  iu  spirits  and  malt  liquors,  fancy  goods  and  groeeries,  rice, 
hay,  horses,  potatoes,  and  silk  goods.  Decreases  iu  the  imjiorts  of 
clothing  and  leather  uiannfactures  were  noticeable. 

The  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Bermuda  in  1898  is  given  in  the 
Treasury  returns  as  follows;  Imports  from  Bermud^i,  $449,218;  exports 
to  Bermudiv,  $979,288. 

Jinnaica. — British  colonial  returns  give  the  imports  in  1898  (fiscal 
year  ended  March  31)  as  $8,078,390,  and  the  exports  as  $7,040,692.  Of 
the  imports,  (ireat  Britain  sent  $3,770,404  and  the  United  States 
$3,499,011.  The  exports  to  Great  Britain  were  valued  at  $1,547,.'>47, 
and  to  the  United  States  at  $4,389,58^1.  Both  imports  and  exjiorts 
showed  a  decrease  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  although  exjHirts 
to  the  United  States  increased.  Among  the  chief  items  of  import  and 
export  were:  Imports,  shoes.  $214,626;  coal,  $272,524 ;  corn,  $145,995; 
<'OttoiiB,  $1,012,232;  flour,  $788,373;  hardware,  $136,262;  lumber,  $180,-  ' 
OOl ;  rice,  $  194,660 ;  soap,  $92,404.  Exports,  coffee,  $802,973 ;  bananas, 
$2,16.5,593;  oranges,  $052,111;  sugar,  $583,980;  logwood,  $574,247. 

lieeirard  Islands. — According  to  figures  sent  by  Consul  Hunt,  of 
Antigna,  the  imports  in  1897  were  $528,902,  against  $573,345  in  18li6. 
The  United  Kingdom  sent  $205,132  worth  of  imports,  and  $220,186 
came  from  the  United  States.  The  total  exports  were  $502,509  iu  1897, 
against  $629,3,12  in  1890.  Of  the  exports  in  1897,  $491,599  went  to  the 
United  States.     The  financial  stringency  which  the  colony  has  beeu 

'Inclmloil  witli  tho  DritiHli  Went  Iii.Urs  for  trnile  ri-nwins. 
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safTeiing  accounts  for  the  decline  in  truile.  Prospectx  for  tlie  coming 
year  are  brighter,  on  acconnt  of  Lel]i  being  furniKlied  by  Gi-e;it  Brituiii, 
and  fiitther  relief  iit  promised  by  tbu  e-stalilislnnent  of  n  (iovornmeiit 
sngar  fitctory.  Tlie  extent  of  the  commercial  dcprcssioD  is  kIiowu  in 
tbe  decrease  of  iiii[>orts  of  certiiin  nrtiules.  I'orli ,  fi)r  instance,  fell  off 
$12,U0b;  beef,  tl2,UU0;  batter,  lani,  dried  tiBli,and  groceries  in  gcneml 
show  a  decline.  On  the  other  hand,  the  imjMii'ts  of  bread  nod  bist^uits, 
corn  meal,  rice,  liams  find  bitcon,  and  kerosene  incre:ised.  Mr.  Ilnnt 
tbiiiks  that  the  prospects  for  increased  trade  with  tbe  United  States 
are  good.  There  are  already  signs  of  a  diversion  of  imports  fium  Great 
Britain.  One  large  general  store,  established  during  the  past  year,  is 
purchasing  70  per  cent  of  its  supplies  in  the  New  York  markets.  Uuited 
States  butter,  meats,  groceries,  etc.,  are  growing  in  favor. 

J'riniilad. — (JoiiBut  Smith  sends  fignres  showing  that  tbe  importM  in 
1897  were  « 10,517,480,  and  the  espoits  J9,7('8,181.  The  nnports  for  ISiKJ 
were  valued  at  « 10,480,200. 

Tbe  trade  witli  the  principal  countries  in  1897  was: 
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Turka  Island. — British  colonial  returns  give  tbe  imports  in  1897  aa 
$l<>U,59o,  and  the  exports  aa  $-J00,2l>0.  The  flgnrea  for  1890  nere:  Im- 
ixtrts,  $151,000;  exports,  $150,000.  In  Oomnieicial  Uclations,  1890-97, 
Vii:e-Con8ul  Jones  stated  that  tbe  United  States  sent  $110,000  of  the 
iiiiporis,  and  took  $11,000  of  the  ex)>orts. 
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The  total  imiwrts  into  Cuba  in  1890  were  valued  at  $00,100,01)0,  and 
the  exports  at  $94,39r>,000.  lu  189^,  the  trade  of  Cuba  with  the  United 
States  alone  showed  the  following  tigureH:  Imports,  $78,70((,(HK» ; 
exports,  $:24.1. 57,000.  The  trade  had  fallen  off  during  the  fiscal  year 
OQded  June  30,  1897,  to  imports,  $1S,4UG,0<HI;  e:[lH>rt8,  $8,'J59,0II0.  In 
the  calendar  year  1898,  the  trade  was:  Imiiorts  from  (!uli;i  into  the 
United  States,  $18,315,193;  expi.rts  to  Cuba  frojn  tbe  United  Htates, 
$10,750,257.  The  present  iudnstrial  and  commercial  conditions  of  Cuba 
are  described  in  a  report  by  Special  Oooimissioner  Itobert  P.  Porter, 
made  in  November,  1808,  from  wbicb  the  following  extracts  are  taken: 


no  COMHESCUL   BELATIOXB. 

islnnil  toi  tbe  oonveuience  of  the  mil  war  companies,  Migiir  ceutr&la,  and  lurlKit>. 
Thn'e  is  little  bope  for  judDBtTial  enterprlae,  in  tbe  liroader  eeuec,  uatil  the  HaDiturj 
osmditiana  hvre  bean  tnprQTed  in  All  iBd«Htn»I  centon  of  tlw  Mttad. 


Tluit  tbe  iriNnidH  «f  C«ba  will  rsdq  beat  with  tbe  nqtid  promotion  of  'work  in 
nadoD  Medlf  tma.  Tfaera  in  at  thia  iDoment  a  ateady  iMmaaae  m  the  desiKod  for 
labor  oa  jilBstationa,  aad,  iu  Santiago  proviuoa,  labor  for  tli«  aiiuea.    It  i»  ettimtUod 

tbut  at  leuat  3,000  additiimal  InborBrs  could  be  employed  in  tbo  Santiago  uiiues  bi'foro 
tbe  end  of  tbe  year,  if  it  were  poiiBlblo  to  send  tbem  from  tbe  spots  wbere  atsrvHtion 
•tares  tiieta  in  the  fnoe,  lo  tbe  loealities  irhere  work  can  be  obtained  for  ILose  :ible 
to  witbBtaad  the  bardest  toil  under  try iii|^  climatic  coaditioaa. 

Maii>'  Spanlab  Holdiers  desire  to  reataia  in  tbo  ialnsd.  Tfaep  bave  foraeii  alliiuee* 
ia  Cuba — sonra  of  tbem  liaro  married  and  liave  faniilicB  tbere.  Tbeae  men  dcaJTo 
omplofment  of  sumo  kiud,  either  as  ciril  gnarda,  in  tbe  minea,  or  on  tbe  planlntious. 
Ah  a  riiJe,  tkpy  make  industriona  and  fnilbfnl  Inborerfl.  Attentioa  is  called  to  no 
extract  i^tnn  a  litter  written  by  a  praiBiiitHit  baaiooaB  man  of  Havaun  : 

"  I  advcrtiaed  for  likborera  in  tlie  Saul  Jago  mines  iu  our  principal  Drwapapera,  uud, 
iu  con  Ne  quel  ice,  lifLve  bad  for  Ibo  Inst  three  dnys  aL  leant  120  loeu  catling  at  my  oQlce 
for  situatioDH.  Tbiiy  are  willing  to  accept  tljo  price  offered,  but  not  one  of  tbem  can 
pay  tbe  pasani^o  from  thisiwrt  to  Suntia^, 

"Loia  of  aoldters,  lota  of  laborers,  many  of  wboni  bave  already  worked  in  tbe  Sao- 
tiaj^o  mince  and  know  all  about  tlie  work,  liviug,  and  ovcrytbiug'eloe,  but  were 
tukon  away  from  tbcre  aa  gucrrillnn,  volunteers,  and  soldiera  of  some  kind,  are  wilt- 
ing to  no,  but,  as  you  will  nnderstund,  tbe  people  bere  bftve  been  without  work  mid 
Uta  BiililieTB  wHbout  any  jiay,  awl  tliewlbro  nobody  can  pay  Ibo  pasaMc^. 

"\VIiile  wTttitig  thpse  line*  several  men  bave  enllod  on  mo,  bnt  it  is  tie  same  tbiiig 
over  nud  over  again  j  they  need  work  and  ore  willing  to  work,  bnt  tbey  Lave  not  got 

It  i<  believed  Ibia  indicates  clearly,  and  without  exaggeration,  tbe  present  coudi- 
tiouH  iu  Havana  as  regards  would-be  biburei's  and  tbcir  sutferincs  for  want  of  work. 
Dnring  fifteen  yeam'  exneilcnce  in  operating  iron  winos  in  Com.  those  who  know 
any  Ibe  labor  qnestion  tbere  bis  ^ways  beea  the  unsolved  probleai,SH  never  during 
tbat  time  Imvo  they  been  able  to  fully  aupply  their  wanU  in  this  direction.  If  the 
number  of  laboiera  has  not  iu  noiiual  timeB  beon  sufBcient  to  sutisf''  Ibe  rer|iitfo- 
mciit^  of  all  indastries  in  Cuba,  how  nineh  will  it  fall  abort  nnder  the  existing 
conditions T  Tbeouly  liopu  forthn  renewmlof  pivaperity inCBliais,fimt,  tberalinbili- 
tation  of  tbe  augnr  industry;  secoudly,  a  revival  of  work  on  tobacco  plantatintis; 
and,  thirdly,  n  full  complement  of  men  m  the  mining  distHcta.  These  indui'trii'n  are 
the  bnaia  of  tbo  prosperity  of  the  inland.  It  is  uaeleas  to  try  to  crontu  now  indiis- 
triei  until  the  old  and  strong  indastries  of  tbe  Island  of  Cnb»  are  ou  tliair  feet 
again.  If  it  ia  diOicillt  to  secnre  the  necessary  labor,  after  tbe  Spanish  aoldien* 
leave,  for  the  plautatioaa,  producing,  as  they  will  tliis  year,  .1  maximum  of  100,000 
Ions  of  sngar  fur  oxport,  where  are  tbe  laborers  coming  from  to  prodnco  the  bigb- 
- -ark  of  1,1""™" ' ■--' ^-' — -.- 


1,100,000  tons  of  wngart    The  process  of  industrial  tl   ._._ 

ucceasarily  be  slow,  and  will  depcud  in  a  birgo  degree  upon  tlio  Btnbility  of  tbu  gov- 
ernment and  the  rapidity  witb  which  the  people  aottlo  down  to  work.  Thoro  ta  un 
possibility,  however,  of  n  aurplus  labor  supply.  Work  can  lie  found  for  all  callable 
and  willing  to  perform  hard  labor,  in  repairing  the  dismantled  t^ugar  plaututiuus,  et«. 


The  railway  system  of  Cnba,  consiating  of  seven  oompaules,  the  aggregate  lougth 
of  whose  lines  iaoutyOlT  miles,  ia  entirely  inadei^uatu  in  bringing  the  extreme  ends  of 
the  island  together,  l^aiitiago  and  Havana  in  point  of  time  being  as  far  apart  at  San 
Prancisoo  and  Kew  York,  though  only  separated  by  n  dist«noe  of  a  few  hundred 
miloa.  Tbo  facta  gathered  on  tbis  enhject  point  to  the  ailviaability  of  imiuediatelT 
oonstructlng  a  trnuk  railvtay  from  end  to  eud  of  the  ialaild,  with  Ivaucbes  extentl- 
iug  north  nml  south  to  the  important  cities  and  porta.  No  one  euterpriae  cunid  do 
so  much  to  improve  tbe  aitnation  upon  the  island.  No  revolution  could  have  existed 
in  Cuba  if  sneb  a  railroad  bad  been  oomplctcd  by  the  fonaor  government^  and  noth- 
ing will  BO  rapidly  tend  to  the  revival  of  ooamercial  and  general  baeinesa  ae  tbe 
facility  for  quick  pasaage  from  one  end  of  the  island  to  the  other,  and  from  the 
trunk  line  over  brancbeti  to  the  Bea-board  cities.  All  political  turbulence  will  be 
quieted  thereby  and  proventpd  In  tbe  fnture.  Tbe  entire  country  will  be  open  to 
commerce;  lande  now  of  practically  no  viUne  and  unproductive  will  lie  worked;  the 
eeaiiort  towna  will  become  active;  tuid  oommerce  between  tbe  iaiand  and  the  I'nitcd 
States  will  aeon  be  restored  to  the  former  Bgures  of  spproximalcly_  $100,000,000  per 
annum.  BusincHH  cnterpriao,  ever  alert  to  conditions  *iieh  ns  herein  descrilicd,  nns 
already  aurveyed  the  route,  nod  there  Hro  several  projects  on  foot  looking  toward 
prompt  nctiou  in  tbis  direction.    Afler  a  careful  study  of  tbo  situation,  It  wouldeeem 
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ezirmuelj  doablful  if  tnoli  ui  «Dt«rpHae  codUI  I 
luaii;  yenro  t«  come,  witlioiit  tuaterial  aaiiiatuiic< 
iudtiBtri*!  future  of  C'nIiB. 


There  are  froo  public  Bclioels  in  Cuba,  liiit  the  toarhers  havo  tho  right  to  tftke  pftf 
■eliolnn,  kud  natarally  thoae  who  do  not  pa;  t^t  little  ornonttenttoii.  lu  the  citieB 
ttotu  wfaidi  daM  Are  available,  it  wm  foanil  that  only  a  bdibII  )M>rtioa  of  Ibe  school 
popiihitJoD  attODil  school.  There  nere  888  iichoola  for  boys  aud  girls  in  18!)3,  auil 
the  amount  paid  for  tboirsupportwaa $773,646,  It  iaimpOHeibe  to  eveu  approitmati' 
the  cituatioit  at  the  prosent  mumrnt.  lu  a  gODeral  wiiy,  it  mny  be  duscribed  ns 
simply  deplorable.  A  l^te  puljlic-schoot  sjxteiu  must  he  fmnicdiatcly  established, 
for  nucli  of  the  nilefurtatie  and  ■uflbrlDK  whicli  Cuba  has  aiidergose  may  be  trace- 
able to  the  uegloctof  ediicatioD.  The  propurtiou  oi  oeople  who  ■I'o  illilerate  is  very 
gittnt.  Somn  statiaties  slioir  only  ou«  in  forty  of  the  laboriiiK  clasnas  able  to  vend 
aod  write.     There  can  l>c>TiUBla1ilegovorniiteiiti[i  Cuba  until  this  hiis  bemi  remedied. 

TARIFF   AND   CUBBKNCT. 

Tii«  new  tariff  of  Ouba,  issued  bf  tUe  War  Deptirtmcut,  vliich  twk 
effect  Jaiiuary  1 ,  1899,  bIiows  rediictioits  in  aiiuout  every  item.  Agi'i- 
eultural  iBauliiiiery  iuid  apparatus  fur  makiug  augur  and  bniiidy  sire 
oow  ta^ed  11)  per  cent  ad  valorem;  wcigliiug  iiiaeliines,  etoam  motors, 
steam  pumps,  bydraitlic,  petroleum,  gad,  uiid  air  luotora,  boilers,  locomo- 
tives, aud  traction  engines,  velocipedes,  sewing  macliiue»,  and  various 
otlicr  machijies  are  taxed  20  pei  cent  ad  valorem;  the  duties  on  food 
products  arc  uotubly  reduced. 

According  to  aa  iixecutivo  order,  tlie  Spanish  ceiiten  or  alidionxiuo 
(25  peseta  piece)  is  to  be  valoed  at  $4.83,  and  tbe  peso  at  <H>  cents. 

UANISII   IVK^r   ixniKS. 

Consnl  Van  Home,  of  St.  Tbomas,  gives  the  imports  at  the  three  jwrts 
of  entry,  St.  Thomas,  Obristiansted,  and  Frederick sted,  during  the  year 
1897,  as  11,142,038.  Er[«rt8  from  St.  Thomas  in  18117  are  not  statctl ; 
in  1896,  thev  were  $45,OflO;  esporfs  fn>m  Cltriatinnstetl  in  1897  wore 
$253,000,  and  from  FredericVsted,  *27«,720.  The  United  States,  says 
Mr.  Van  Home,  leadi^  in  Ui<^  aggregate  imports,  although  in  dry  g(K)d8 
and  hardware,  Earo|)ean  nations  surpass  us.  With  pro|>er  effort,  the 
UiiiftHi  States  could  lead  in  these  lines  also.  Cottons  were  imported  to 
the  valne  of  $80,000,  mostly  from  Grent  Britain.  Sagar,  ruin,  mohi-sses, 
bay  rum,  and  turtle  shell  figure  among  the  exports. 

As  above  stated,  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  the  Danish  West 
Indies  in  1898,  was:  Imiwrts,  »388,7C7;  exports,  $044,739. 

UUTCII   •VTEST  INDIES. 

Iui]iort8  ill  1896,  according  to  the  Statesman's  Year  Book,  were 
$2,144,742,  and  exports,  $1,765,475.  Later  figures  as  to  trade,  uulbitu- 
nately,  are  not  available.  Mostof  the  food  supplies,  says  Consul  Smith, 
of  Curasao,  come  from  the  United  States,  as  well  as  carriages,  bicycle:^, 
tliecheaper  class  of  furniture,  sheetings,  cauvas,  and  prints.  Fine  goods 
come  mostly  from  ISorope.  The  colony  is  Buffeiiog  commercial  depres- 
sion; tho  cro^a  for  this  season  were  bad,  and  had  it  not  been  for  tho 
Aniei'icnn  windmills,  would  have  been  much  worse.  United  States 
esjMrts  to  tho  Dutch  West  Indies  in  1898,  were  valued  at  $409,105,  and 
imports  therefrom  at  $179,357. 

FKENCII  WEST  JXDIES. 

OunQeloHpe. — Consul  Ayme  gives  the  imports  in  1897  at  $3,284,997 
and  the  exports  at  $-,471,172,  It  will  be  noted,  he  snya,  that  the 
imports  exceed  the  exports  by  tho  very  considerable  sum  of  $800,000. 
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Tlie  UTiiat  bulk  of  the  espi>rt8  go  to  France  or  it»  colonies,  tUe  foreign 
export  track',  iucluOing  tlnit  witb  tlie  neigliboriii^  English  ialiinds, 
aniotinting  tu  the  hiijiguiticant  auiount  of  iii,-ii)G.  On  the  other  baud, 
tbe  greater  i>iirt  of  the  itii|iorC8  couies  from  other  countries  than  France, 
i'ioiir  and  alimentary  grains,  kerosene,  animal  products,  live  animals, 
and  wood,  ainonutiug  to  over  91,000,000,  come  (^hietty  from  the  United 
States,  while  France  sends  wine,  lish,  textiles,  ete. 

The  imports  in  1890  were  stated  at  $l,aoy,<KIU  and  the  exi>orta  at 
.  «3,«00,0(IO. 

Mil  I- Unique, — Consul  Dart,of  St.  Pierre,  gives  the  imports  a3$!>,785,2.i7 
and  the  exports  at  J5,tSC3,702  in  the  year  1897.  Ooniuieree  with  iho 
United  States  isconflncd  almost  entirely  to  food  stiifia,  wliich  have  the 
henelit  of  a  apeeial  tarifl'  on  acconnt  of  the  geographical  Nituiitioii  of  the 
eoiiiny.  Formerly,  certain  classes  of  dry  goods  cauiv  from  the  United 
Stateii,  but  they  were  not  adapted  tu  loi:al  tastes;  the  tariff  duties 
ui>ou  tiiein  also  are  very  high.  Agricultural  implements,  before  the  new 
duties  took  eH'ect,  were  imported  in  conisiderahle  quantities  from  the 
United  States;  but  this  line  has  greatly  de<^rease(I,  and  is  now  supplied 
by  France  and  Belgium,  this  fiouiitry  enjoying  the  mten  of  the  miiitMnnn 
tarJH'  of  France.  Carriage  nccesM>i'ies,  in  t!xnte  of  the  enormous  duty, 
still  come  from  the  United  States. 


Imports  iu  the  fiscal  vear  1S97,  aecording  to  Vice  ConsuIGeuernl 
Terres,  were  $5,475,138,  of  which  the  United  States  furnished  $3,489,a8S, 
France  $U41>,6tU,  Germany  S5L>0,25!),  and  Eilngtand  $:!0U,230.  Imports 
from  France  during  tbe  past  year  have  been  less  than  for  any  ])eriod 
since  IS'JO.  Those  from  Uermauy  and  England,  on  the  other  hand, 
have  made  noticeable  gains.  Tbe  Germans  are  supplanting  the  United 
States  in  hardware,  but  our  provisioDS  hold  their  own,  and  butter  ia 
one  of  the  recently  imported  articles  which  baa  lieen  received  with 
favor.  There  is  no  general  statement  as  to  exports.  In  1^90,  they  were 
valued  at  $2,;t5y,000  and  theimports  at  $3,900,400.  OtcoBee,  75,000,001) 
{Ktunds  were  exported  in  1897,  of  which  9,300,000  went  to  tbe  United 
States,  representing  a  value  of  $1,00.5,000, 

Consul  Livingston,  of  Ca|)e  Ilaytien,  says  that  American  denims 
have  almost  exclusive  control  of  the  market.  American  axes  are  aKso 
preferred. 

The  American  minister  to  Haiti,  Mr,  Powell,  says  that  Amerioan 
capital  18  about  to  seek  an  entrance  into  Haiti  to  develop  its  resources.' 
A  company  is  being  formed,  under  a  charter  of  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, to  mnstrnct  artesian  wells  and  supply  water  iu  various  localities. 
Another  company  proposes  to  utilize  the  native  cabinet  woods,  which 
are  susceptible  of  very  high  polish,  in  exportation  to  the  United  States 
and  iu  the  manufacture  of  furniture.  It  wilt  operate  under  a  charter 
granted  by  the  State  of  New  York,  Another  syndicate  is  being  organ- 
ized to  build  a  railroad  to  open  up  the  uortheru  part  of  the  Republic. 
The  (lovemment  is  aiding  these  enterprises  witb  all  means  in  its 
power. 

PORTO  RICO. 

According  to  figures  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  already  quoted,  the  commerce  of  the  United 
Stales  with  Porto  Itico  in  the  last  three  calendar  years  was: 

•  S^'e  Cuusular  KepurU  217,  O.'Iobtr,  18U8. 
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wKlro. 


IMe I      »2.I31.7( 

'»7 i.wa.a 


■o-. iiaHiiTo  I      i^-iiuioDi 

The  flj^nres  of  the  trade  of  the  principal  Kuropeaji  voiintricB  for  tbe 
ypars  IS'JO  and  1807  are  iucladed  in  tlioae  for  (.'uba.  Tlie  total  import* 
in  18!)(i  were  eatirnateil,  iii  a  recent  buIlctiD  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreigu 
Mnrki>t8oftheDeparCiiieiitot'Ap;ricultnre,at$18,2.S2,l)00aii(Itlieex))oi'tS' 
at  (18,311,0I)U.  Tlie  commerce  of  Porto  Itico  has  )iicreaHe(l$ir>,m)U,000 
ill  the  last  decade,  l>uriiig  the  three  years  from  i83;i  to  189G,  Spain  had 
28.8  per  cent  of  tlie  total  trade,  the  United  Stntes  19.94  per  cent,  Cnb» 
13.41  per  cent,  and  tbe  United  Kingdom  8.34  i»er  cent.  Trade  with  tho 
Unite<l  Stateu  was  valued  at  t7,30U,000  in  1887.  Oofl'ee  U  the  chief 
item  of  ex)K>rt,  amoniiting  in  valne  in  180(i  to  tI3,;5(W,DUO.  Snj^ar 
exports,  on  the  other  hand,  have  declined  in  vnluc. 

By  an  Executive  order  of  January  20, 1809,  tho  peso  in  to  be  valued 
at  tiU  cents,  as  in  Cuba.  The  new  tariff  for  Porto  Itieo,  recently  issued 
by  the  War  1)e))artment,  imimses  eveu  lower  rates  of  dntiea  tliao  those 
in  force  for  Cuba. 

Consul  Hanna,  of  San  Juan,  writes  nnder  date  of  October  25, 1898  r 

I  am  rerelvinj;  bumlredH  of  letteri  from  all  clnssM  of  peoiile  iu  the  Utiih'd  Utah's 
kHkin^  (Lboiit  rurtiO  liica.  Most  of  tbese  persoDB  say  tht'y  iiiteiiil  ooiniug  tu  I'orto 
Rico  fur  wurk  or  to  go  into  bnaiQunH,  ami  thoy  want  to  kiiovr  ull  about  tlie  roinitry. 
I  hiive  said  tu  iienrly  all  tUfts  inquirers  thmt  no  Aiiiecicau  Huekiii^wiirk  nIioiiIiI  t'lniie 
'     "  -"□  Kioo.     I  liuvealso  said  to  liusineHs  men  iu  the  United  States  tliat  iti  my 


opinion  tliey  n'onld  be  (lixappoiutitil  if  tliey  cnine  Iiei-e  now  to  CHtublisli  thi 
tliat  tljo  time  had  not  yet  amreil  for  an  Ameriran  to  gii  into  biisiuins  ir  " 
I  bcliero  tlie  time  will  come  when  tins  will  be  a  Koud  fluid  fur  tlie  ii 


had  not  ^et  arrived  for  an  Ameriran  to  gii  into  biisiu<»s  ii 
1  come  when  tins  will  be  a  j^nud  fluid  fur  tlie  i 
_  ^Tlien  nearly  all  kinds  of  buiiiiieBH  louiluiti'd  iu       _.  . 

style  will  heprofltabla;  but  that  lime  will  not  come  ontil  tlie  island  has  Anifi'lraii 
goveruMifiit  nad  nntil  tbe  laws  of  the  tTnited  States  are  enlurce<1.  Most  of  our  bnsi- 
nesB  men  who  huve  cone  here  simply  look  tbe  island  ovi-r,  pTunouni-e  it  rii'li  iiud 
possessing  golden  prosiiecta  for  tbe  fatnre,  bnl  decide  that  it  i.t  too  early  to  iuveat.. 

SAXTO  DOMINGO  (DOM INK; AX  REI'l'm.IC). 

Coiif^ul  <>eneral  Maxwell  says  that  the  imports  for  the  fiscal  year 
1897-98  were  tl,7»7.279,  of  which  •l,183,a")l  ciinie  from  the  United 
States.  Exports  in  the  first  six  months  of  1898  were  $io(i,r,i-2.  Snyar, 
tobacco,  cacao,  and  coffee  were  the  chief  nrticles  exjMirted.  Althonglt 
the  trade  of  the  Unite<l  States  is  hirge,  Mr.  Maxwell  thinks  that  with 
cflortit  could  be  improved  in  certain  lines.  Drills  and  cottim  Kt>od»,for 
iiifltanci>,  come  mainly  from  England,  the  prices  being  vbcaper  tbuii- 
thoeenskcd  for  the  American  article.  Wardrobes,  chairs,  and  settees  are 
the  principal  tirticlesof  houselioht  fariiitnre  usetl  in  Santo  ])oniin;ro,  and 
the  United  States  alionld  supply  tliem.    The  consul  i^neral  continues:. 

A  very  Isrf^  mtvjiirity  of  tlm  provisiuun  now  come  from  tbe  United  Stnti'S,  nnd 
witb  I'nrt'i  Kivn  In  onr  pinfeHHioo  »nd  our  wbolt^ulc  mercbaiiti  i-ntiiblislied  tliere,  it- 
would  sreni  nn  easy  matter  tor  tbeni  to  control  tliis  liTancli  of  trailo.  The  dimimco 
bntwepn  the  nearest  points  of  Saiito  Domingo  nad  Forto  Firii  ia  inily  nbont  (H)  niileH, 
while  tbe  diatanca  fnim  Ken-  York  to  ti a nti>  Domingo  is  nlwiit  1.200  milMt.  Tim  same 
reaBiiniuj;  might  apply  to  othor  brniii'bes  of  liaile,  eajiefiiilly  tbi-  j^uithI  dry  pmMit 
and  hardwure  trailL-,  iis  the  habits  «ud  ['ustcuns,  wauta  and  likes,  of  Ibe  I'utto  Kirnna 
and  Dominii-ana  nre  very  similar. 

TIjO  Moniteur  OfRciel  du  Commerce,  Paris,  March  17, 1.S9S,  valucip 
the  exports  fnnn  Santo  Domingo  in  lS9ti  at  $l,39o,78C,  distributed  as. 
follows:  United  States, 87  per  cent;  France,  7  per  cent;  Cnra(,!io  and 
Venezuela,  3.5  per  cent.  The  same  publication  e-'ttimates  that  20  per 
cent  of  the  imports  come  from  Germany  and  19  per  cent  from  France.. 
C  B — TOL  ] 
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SOXJTH  AMERICA. 


The  commerce  of  the  Uniteil  Stntes  with  Soiitli  Americ»)Q  countries 
duriug  tbe  last  teit  calendar  years  is  given  a^  follows  in  United  States 
Treasary  returns : 

IMPOETS. 


Con«.r™. 

ISSS. 

im. 

ISSl. 

1892. 

1893. 

A 

»5,718,We 

ro,B20.M7 
2,»20,3«G 

■■'^■^ 

(S.4M.417 

S9,  ^7,  74G 

3,  810,  884 

«,  ae7,  573 

7CD.700 

23>7 

»5.  725.  220 

•5,312,122 

78.022,198 

100,041,001 
'  75Bi  305 
^M,7B0 

101,619,752 

a.  MS,  Ml 
'  B3:i:  lU 

23,065 

2.'m.im 

a,w;s38 

354,815 
1,523,130 
12,018,334 

73^398 
2,445,040 

3,m,386 

ToUl 

93,317.017 

100,9»,T9e 

134.168.  KM 

131,007,520 

103,540,880 

Count  rlM. 

ISM. 

1803. 

is»e. 

1887. 

18.S. 

»l,  481,847 
»,*M.09T 

'm.m 

»10.OSS,8S0 
T»,  316.217 

iS'£ 

660,053 

515,678 

8.002:487 
1, WIS.  981 

1,064,567 

!,47I,M7 
8&3.<7t 

u:),is8 

S.8I1.STO 

S.B3II,»J8 
1.01D.8W 

25.830 

loisjalooo 

8.237,813 
R22,  377 
10,264 

2*.^ 

2, 2Zx!  1X2 
10,260.507 

2,6G0:«71 
e!  556: 589 

0:809,019 

103, 850,  SOS 

111,  400,677 

90.785,011 

103.442,125 

83,0«,41S 

c.-,,,-. 

«11,230,022 

16,  m  271 

8,520,608 

2,729,347 

750,071 

2,072:392 

254,834 

142.162 

<  102,300 

1800. 

tl,a09,7f« 

15,084:075 
2,787.001 
3.233,702 

1.  boo:  722 

154:298 

'0U:400 
6,141,521 

»4,  BSD.  343 

".-.is 

ii§:o3s 

801.807 

3.296:oje 

18.3. 

»1.8ill.«03 
S:  825:283 

»£.■!!! 

l,M7:Bi2 

as 

1,400.634 

i:  128;  708 

s:  189,117 

^rajcoMy 

TeneiiwU 

4:680.900 

40,300,878 

34.722,122 

S3, 425,  UB 

31,40..9.1 

W,»n,834 

idbyGoOgIc 
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KSPOKTS-ContinuHl. 


CouDlrici. 

laM. 

"■"IS 

■lias 

'■SS 

ugs. 

ISH. 

inn. 

13,7B7,S05 

aim  21 B 

SIM,  IN 
l.«»,M5 

"07»|l0S 
3,lffl,3T3 

lew. 

3,  Soils. 

i.Kij;^ 
3M,««a 

128,1  M 

2-lOT,]M 

1.TM.M! 

3es,  UT 

78,  SU 

3.8H.416 

1. 351.  BM 

l!  3701327 
3.UI3,C27 

3i.ex.iK 

atni.sri 

31.IiS,Kr3 

33,  SOT,  1*0 

"" 

AIMiENTINE  BEPUBUC. 

In  a  coiiipreLensive  report  from  Bnenos  Ayres,  Consul  Mayei- gives 
the  followiug  statement  of  trade  id  1S97 : 


CiraatriM. 

IiDpmrla, 

»ii,ii*,ira 
wm'V 

10.H3,O38 

11,019.  S7e 
eo,oi5 

Export.. 

•ii,(U7,ias 
e.m'.ax 

332.520 

B,321>11 
L  171.14* 

3,es4.eie 

'■'SS 

1          Coiratriei. 

Import!. 

Export!. 

*1,«7.327 
3S,3m!w7 

nnlttdRtngdom.... 

1t,Sg4.6M 

Sandrj'lmpDrta....! 

T,105,Bll 

*,»i,sos 

e6,ZM.(U» 

101.1«l,21)» 

Tlie  total  imports  iii  18%  were  $12,058,002  and  tlie  exports, 
1 115,670,904. 

The  imports  for  the  first  six  moiitbs  of  1S08  n-ero  $40,553,375,  and 
the  exports,  $81,632,825.  Wheat  exports  have  increased  largely  in 
1898,  demonstrating  that  the  commission  appointed  by  the  Goveinmont 
for  the  purpose  of  exterminating  the  locnsts  was  successful  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  Imports  from  the  United  States  in  the  first  half  of 
189S  were  $4,896,746. 

United  States  manafacturers,  »ays  the  consul,  have  not  yet  realized 
the  valne  of  the  Argentine  Republic  aa  a  market.  With  branch  houses, 
they  could  secure  a  large  share  of  the  trade.  Consul  Ayers,  of  Rosario, 
gives  advice  in  regard  to  packing,  etc.  Trade  with  the  United  States 
ia  growing,  ho  says,  steadily,  if  slowly. 

BOTjTTIA. 

Bolivia  hnving  no  seaptH^  imports  and  exports  pass  through  Chile 
and  Pern.  The  imports  in  1894  (no  more  recent  figures  being  availa- 
ble) were  estimated  at  $3,000,000  and  the  exports  at  $9,000,000.  The 
imports  from  the  United  States  (according  to  the  Treasury  figures  of 
exports  to  Bolivia}  were  $5,000  in  1897  and  $21,900  in  1896.  loiporta 
from  Germany  for  the  same  year  are  stntcd  in  German  official  returns 
at  $300,000,  and  in  1896  at  $500,0(K).  There  have  been  no  exiMirts  to 
the  United  States  since  1893,  when  they  were  valued  at  $5,400.    ExjHirts 
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to  (ici'inany  in  1S97  amounted  to  $600,000  and  in  1890  to  $250,000. 
British  and  French  utntiaties  nrnke  no  mention  of  trade  with  Bolivia. 
Silver  is  the  most  valuable  article  of  export. 


No  flgnres  as  to  tbe  general  trade  of  Brazil  being  available,  tlie  fol- 
lowing table,  showing  the  commerce  \yith  tlie  principal conntries  in  1897, 
lias  been  compiled  froiii  the  official  returna  of'  the  several  cunntries: 


Iniporto 
from  Uraiil. 

*]fi.ua.o»a 

8B,l»O.«0 

i^^^.'" 

tZJ.flO.IKO 

In  1895,  the  total  imports  were  estimated  at  SU5,00ft,0Q0  and  the 
exports  at  $171,200,000.  (See  Commercial  Directory  of  the  Bureau  of 
American  Kepublics,  1S98,  Vol.  I.) 

Ini))ort8,8a.tsCon8ul-GeneralSeeger,ofKiodeJnneiro,  have  decreased 
in  quantity  dnriog  the  last  year.  Thia  fact  is  chietiy  dne  to  tlie  severe 
financial  crisis  tbrongb  whicb  Brazil  is  now  passing.  The  serioas  depre- 
ciation in  the  valae  of  coff«^e,  caused  by  overproduction,  has  enforced 
economy  in  all  branches  of  trade, 

Cousal  Kenneday,  of  Para,  says: 

Comuieice  nt  Parn  lias  (lovelopcdenoimonsly  within  the  pnat  few  yenrs;  tliecuatom- 
boiiseieoverwliclnicil  witL  nurk,  aad  there  are  uotutpreHenteiiuiielietorea  to  receive 
the  f(oo(l8  as  tlioy  arrive,  altliuu;;!]  iHr^^u  lulilitions  Lave  recently  been  mndo.  Both 
lines  of  atenaisbijiH  niDiiing  lielwecD  I'aru  aud  New  York  are  iiLcreasiiiH  tlie  Dumber 
of  their  ehips,  ae  tbey  are  entirely  enable  to  carry  the  heavy  freight  billed  for  tliia 
Bectioii  of  tlie  culm  try.  A.  short  time  ago,  the  two  lines  made  one  trip  each  a  month; 
later  a  bimonthly  service  was  eslablishefi;  now  three  trijisiire  made,  and  I  am  relia- 
bly informed  thiit  OD  tlie  1st  of  Jannary  wei>kly  trl[ie  will  be  made.  No  better  ovi- 
denoe  conld  be  brought  to  eliow  the  greatly  luiTi-aKed  demand  for  United  States 
goods.  I  learn  from  tile  rnjitain  of  every  veMet  coining  from  New  York  that  it  is 
nttei'ly  imTioiisible  for  any  one  of  the  Bteamero  leavinjr  that  port  to  cleat  the  freight 
hilled  for  Faraiind  the  Amnion.  'IhiHstateniunt  in  Krutlfvin);  in  the  extreme,  though 
it  Is  to  be  r.-irl'etted  that  tliese  Kciodsc:in  not  be  hiiiifed  In  Anirrieuu  nhips. 

I  am  convinced  that  biiildeia'  inat^riuls  could  enailj-  be  markete<1  here;  also  a)rri- 
cultural  imnlemcnts,  aocb  as  hoea,  sliovets,  biyfoika,  spadp^,  hntchet.H,  and  aiea. 
Yalo  lock*,  liiufcea,  fasteninK".  and  all  kinds  of  cartridKCH  lind  a  ready  sale.  A  Ren- 
eriil  line  of  honaehold  iih-naila,  in  my  jndt^nieDt,  wonld  qnickly  get  a  foothold  Lero. 

Wu  furniflb  all  Iho  lloiirtu  this  community,  and  I  nm  proud  to  Miy  there  In  no  room 
for  improvement  in  this  pnrticnlnr  iirtlclo.  We  Also  supply  the  bulk  af  the  hams, 
bacon,  lani,  Knd  other  articles  beloufcing  to  this  class. 

llniled  SliitoM  iMiots  and  shous  are  tec«Dtly  uecnrinx  c^nite  a  foothold.  German- 
Ainerlciiu  npenla  have  just  received  npu-nrd  of  9,000  pairs,  and  one  ndviaes  nie  that 
the  attractive  finish  and  enpiTior  nnrkmanebip  enaliled  bim  to  diapose  of  all  of 
hia  consignment,  which  he  bud  made  especially  far  tliis  market  by  a  Boston  bunHe. 
This  same  Rcntlemiin  has  gone  to  Boston  to  lay  in  a  much  larger  lino  of  ehoes.  He 
iati'iida  to  open  an  American  shoe  house,  con tininif  himself  eirtircly  to  these  (;oo<ls. 

There  i*  a  broad  field  forexp.insion  in  machinery.  This  line  of  indnatry  hns  oiaile 
ra|ild  stridca  in  the  right  direction  dnrinK  the  past  six  months,  iind  wonld  iucrcase 
much  more,  if  our  manufacturers  would  feike  advantage  of  this  opening. 

Consul  Clark,  of  Pernanibuco,  says: 

If  properly  bandied.  United  States  goods  will  conatitnte  a  larife  share  of  the 
importa  into  liraxil.  There  are  many  openings  ior  textiles,  hardware,  nails,  etc. 
My  .ittention  has  been  called  to  the  neccs-ilty  of  making  hinges  of  a  stylo  desired 
and  nsed  in  thia  country.  Agriciiltural  machinery  sh  on  Id  he  lironght  here  and 
iutrodnced  by  competent  people.  Our  hicyrlee  are  being  iutrodnced,  and  nil  prefer 
them,  though  the  roads  are  in  anch  bod  condition  that  there  can  lie  no  exteuHive  use 
in  this  district. 
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'llifs  te  an  opportnne  time  Tor  tbo  intrmlaction  or  tJniteil  StAlet  textilen,  denlBra 
preferring  tbeoi  to  all  othenj  even  on  tbirtj'  daja'  rreiUt,  m  agninit  four  moiitbH' 
from  Europe.  A  oonreaflioD  in  thin  ilirectiim  iruulcl  work  n-ell,  Tbero  U  a  griod 
opportunity  for  tlie  iotrmlnotioD  of  onr  flleeaii<l«a«i,  nbicb  coma  bereno>r  Ibruiigh 
KDRlisb  boneea. 

Tbe  opening  for  Amerkan  coal  was  iiover  better,  liut  it  Hhould  be  icreeiu'd. 
Spruce  and  baid-pine  InmbeT,  suitable  for  packing  caaea  and  buxce,  ia  iu  great 
demand. 


Aveordiiig  to  figares  transmitted  by  Coosul  Gaples,  of  Valiiaraiao, 
tbe  imitortii  in  181)7  were  9o(>,437,1Gti,  and  tlie  exports  $41>,8tKI,U82. 
Tbore  was  a  decrease  of  some  fi, (3(10,1100  in  the  imports,  ns  coinpared 
with  ISOG.  and  of  over  t7,0OU,00U  in  the  exports.  Mr.  Ca|)lfa  gives  a 
ceiieial  description  of  tbe  country  and  its  products,  in  order  to  inform 
those  exporters  who  bave  no  clear  idea  of  conditions  tbere.  NumeroiiB 
caseH,  lie  says,  bave  occurred  in  trbicli  United  States  merchants  have 
sent,  at  a  lie»vy  loss,  consiftnincnts  of  honey,  fresu  butter,  peaches, 
a])|)le8,  canned  vcRetuble.s  cheese,  and  beans.  All  thene  foods  can  be 
produced  as  weP  in  Chile  as  in  the  United  States,  The  same  is  line 
of  a!I  cere;i)s  except  oats.  American  cotton  Hannels  ai-e  preferred,  and 
dill'  tnillH,  KheetiDg,  and  calicoes  would  be  popular  but  for  the  jirice, 
Freigbts  from  Kngland  and  Geruinny  are  a  tritle  less  tbiiu  from  tbe 
United  States.  American  machinery  is  grail  iially  gaining,  and  iu  hard- 
wire the  United  States  has  almost  the  moiiojtoly  of  tbe  trade.  Tbere 
is  a  good  opening,  the  conKnl  thinks,  for  the  iron  trade.  Oalvanized 
iron  is  used  largely  in  the  construction  of  building,  for  roofing,  feuc- 
injr.  etc. 

Tbe  trade  with  tbe  principal  countries  in  1896  was: 


Inipflrrn      ,  EipnrtJi  to 


COLOMBIA. 

The  Commercial  Directory  of  the  Bureau  of  American  Republics, 
Vol.  1, 1897-08,  gives  the  value  of  the  imports  into  Colombia  in  181lo  as 
«1 1,50(1,000,  and  the  exports  as  $15,000,000.  No  lat^T  figures  being 
avaiLible,  the  following  statement  bas  been  compiled  from  the  ofllcial 
returns,  for  18U7,  of  the  countries  named: 


CouDtrlw. 

cXiubla. 

4.7U0,00D 

Consul  General  MoNally,  of  Bogota,  after  referring  to  the  commercial 
depression  in  C<dombia  during  the  jmst  year,  on  account  of  the  change 
of  administrsLtion  and  the  small  coffee  crop,  Kuys: 

Careful  iiuinlrj  points  to  tbe  encouraging  faot  tbat  United  States  manufiiHnrea 
bavo  perhapa  anfferod  lean  I'nan  tlioae  iif  otber  couiitriea  in  tbii  niaihut.  Tliiit  is 
attrilinted  to  the  acknowledgi'd  mirit  of  tbe  American  products  ivbiHi  bave  traineil 
a  foothold  here.  In  the  matter  of  boots  and  sboea,  a  line  in  nbicb  tbe  eicetlcore  of 
oDT  prodnctA  is  admitted,  a  wider  inark-^t  nbonld  be  bail,  and  probably  cnulil  l>u  luul, 
bf  giving  more  hoed  to  Cuiombian  taslo  in  tbis  regard.     Cvitaiu  etyles  aro  pre. 
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farred,  and  others,  thougli  more  acceptable  in  tlte  United  States,  are  not  so  rexlilf 
roceiveil.  It  is  admitted  tbat  Ajnoricwi  cotton  fabrics  stand  at  tbe  licad,  but  as  an 
oSaet,  dealers  say  that  fabrics  of  li'ss  merit  but  of  loner  prite  sell  bottcr.  There 
sliould  be  a  good  oi>eaiDg  hero  for  the  cheap  and  modem  gradea  of  American  fnrui- 
tiiro,  siuce  the  domestie  article,  aUbongb  subatautiul,  is  produced  by  I'alber  primitive 
methods,  aud,  as  a  rule,  a  variety  of  styles  is  looking.  Mnteriul  for  furniture  is 
brought  from  a  distance,  carrying  being  done  on  tbe  bocks  of  notires  or  mnles.  'I  he 
fiimhing  is  almost  always  done  by  band,  machinory  hoing  very  little  used.  I  beliove 
that  simple  and  tahor-saving  mocbiupry  would  (ind  o  ready  morket  liere.  American 
silver-plated  ware  is  admitted  to  be  tbe  beet  tbat  cornea  to  this  market,  but  there 
are  Kuropean  products  iu  this  line  tbat  sell  at  lower  prices. 

As  amie,  United  States  machinery  is  preferred,  when  our  manufacturers  can  bo 
induced  to  bear  in  mind  the  hard  trauiportotion  conditions,  and  eonsent  to  oonstruet 
their  machinery  tbccordiugl;.  This  relates  especially  to  niaobinery  fur  coffee  or 
sugar  plant.itiotis.  American  ranves  (steel),  with  econoiuy  of  detail  aud  mauufiictured 
■witii  Ik  view  to  close  and  safe  pacTtiug,  have  found  ready  sale. 

A  United  States  oorpomtion,  knowu  as  the  Colombian  Traction  and  Express  Com- 
pany, has  brought  into  this  conutry  a  traction  engine  and  train  of  cars,  with  a  view 
to  operating  this  system  between  Bogota  and  the  Magdalcuo  Biver. 

ECUADOR. 

V ice- Con snl -General  Beinberg,  of  Gnayaquil,  gives  the  imports  in 
1807  as  $0,972,39t,  of  whieli  $fi,300,000  came  from  England.  Germany, 
France,  and  tbe  United  Stntea  each  contributed  over  $1,000,000.  Tex- 
tiles represented  $2,145,000  of  the  imports;  hardwai-e,  $051,000;  food 
prodacta,  $730,000.  The  total  exports  were  $4,034,059,  of  which 
$1,184,000  went  to  France,  $922,000  to  Germany,  $733,000  to  the  United 
6tate8,$485,000  to  £nglaDd,and  $340,000  to  Bpain.  Cocoa  was  exported 
to  tbe  Talae  of  $2,670,000.  Rubber,  coffee,  and  ivory  nuts  were  among 
the  other  principal  articles  of  export.  Mr.  Eeiiiberg  says  that  the 
United  States  figures  only  in  a  passive  sense  iu  tlie  foreign  commerce 
of  ]<>uador.  In  lines  in  wbicb  United  States  products  are  beyoiid  coin- 
petition,  tbe  Ecuadorian  consumer  has  sought  our  market.  Kerosene, 
laj-d,  lumber,  flour,  etc.,  are  imported  iu  large  quantities.  Several  mil- 
lion dollars'  worth  of  trade  is  annually  lost  to  the  United  States,  because 
our  merchants  will  not  emulate  Kuropean  methods  of  trying  to  gain 
foreign  markets.  The  writer  gives  a  table  of  17  important  articles  of 
import,  the  total  value  amounting  to  nearly  $2,000,000,  in  wbicli  the 
United  States  figures  for  only  $16,000. 

ConsuIGeneral  De  Leon,  of  Guayaquil,  writes  in  regard  to  the  rail- 
wiiy  to  be  constructed  by  United  States  enterprise.'  The  road  is  to  run 
from  Duran,  opposite  Guayaquil,  to  Quito,  some  350  miles.  Work  will 
be  begun  iu  April  or  May.     He  continues: 

At  present,  the  Ecuador  acccMihlo  to  comnicrce  is  a  loir  tropical  coa«t,  consisting 
of  in, 725  sqnaro  miles  area,  sparsely  populated  (212,000  inh.tbitnnts,  Wolfs  csliniate), 
exporting  principally  eacoo,  rubber,  bides,  sugar,  ivory,  nnta,  and  othc-r  tropical 
productions,  hnt  obliged  to  import  almost  every  maun  facta  red  article  nnd  temperate- 
zone  commodity  needed  for  consumption.  Meanwhile  the  isolated  part  of  Ei'iiador, 
which  will  he  opened  up  by  the  projected  railway,  is  an  elevated  plateau,  of  tem- 
perate and  healthful  climate,  with  an  area  of  20,C80  sriuare  miles,  comparatively 
poiiulons  and  inhabited  by  an  industrious  people.  This  aei^tiou  Las  practically 
nnliniited  water  power  for  monufacturing  purposes;  cotton  grows  wild  on  bushes, 
and  the  ranges  for  grazing  purposes— production  of  wool  and  iinest  class  of  meats — 

- "ivaled.     Cereals,  garden  truck,  and  fruits  of  all  kinds  spring  np  as  if  by 

:xim  the  grateful  soil  (volcanic  Mb),  with  a  minininui  of  labor.    Yet  this 


magic  from  the  grateful  soil  (volcanic  ash),  >  .  _   _  

region,  on  account  of  its  poor  transportation  facilities,  at  preseut  docs  vlrtnally  nu 
export  trade.  There  is,  of  course,  some  importation,  but  tbe  proportion  of  those 
who  ore  rich  enough  to  use  foreign  articles,  is  very  small,  aud  will  continue  to  be 
ao  until,  with  the  advent  of  tbe  railway,  irises  and  standards  of  living  are  raised. 
"  •  •  The  eonstrnotion  of  the  road  will  iuaiiguratc,  it  is  believed,  a  new  ero  in 
Ecuador.  *  *  *  As  the  euterpnso  is  essentiolly  Amerioan,  there  will  be  an  inltnx 
of  Americans  and  closer  rolatiuns  will  be  (^tabtished  with  the  United  States,  which 

'See  Advance  Sheets  Ko.  314,  Jannary  3;  Consnlar  Reports  No.  221, 1'ehraury,  1699. 
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•hoiilit,  »iid  donlrtleu  will,  ei^of  the  lion'a  sbsre  of  tbo  commerce  of  tlie  wmt  coast 
of  Ct'utral  and  South  America  aa  soon  as  we  build  aa  iatbrniou  canal. 

Miiiieter  Sampson  writea  from  Quito  ILat  tho  company  has  nlso 
received  a  concession  to  eetablisli  a  bank  in  Guayaquil,  with  a  capital 
of  dl,OUO,000  gold.     It  is  to  be  iu  operation  bf  Marcli,  1890. 

FALKLAND  I8LAXDS. 

CoDHul  Boweu,  of  Fort  Stanley,  gives  the  imports  into  that  port  in 
1807  as  $328,431,  chiefly  iu  Qoar,  corn,  and  lumber.  Great  Britain  sent 
$';C4,000  worth  of  the  imports.  The  exports  were  4604,503,  of  which 
8508,000  went  to  Great  Britain.  Wool  is  the  principal  article  of  export. 
Sheepskins  and  seal  Bliiua  are  also  ahipjied.  The  tra<le  of  the  islands, 
says  the  consul,  is  on  the  increase,  and  the  United  States  should  have 
a  part  of  it.  American  trade,  so  far  as  he  can  estimate,  amoutits  to 
from  $10,000  to  $12,000  per  annum,  but  it  is  all  done  throiigli  Kiigland. 
Terra  del  Foego  is  being  largely  settled  from  the  Falkland  Islands,  and 
the  trade  of  that  country  promises  to  develop  in  a  way  that  will  make 
it  worth  while  to  try  to  gain  it. 

TIIK  GriANAS. 

Sritish  Guiana. — Conenl  Moulton,  of  Demerarn,  says  that  the  imports 
in  1897-98  were  $6,158,283,  against  «0,4i0,207  for  189«-97.  The  United 
Kingdom  sent  to  the  value  of  83,55(i,214  in  1897-98,  and  the  United 
States,  $1,640,346.  It  is  noticeable  that  although  the  imports  from 
almost  every  other  country  have  decreased — those  from  Great  Britain 
to  the  value  of  over  $200.000 — imports  from  the  United  States  increased 
during  the  year  from  $1,438,805  in  1898-07  to  $1,640,340.  The  exports  id 
1897-98  were  $8,101,579,  against  $8,604,712  in  the  preceding  Hscal  year. 
Kearly  all  countries  seem  to  have  shared  in  the  decrease  of  exi>orta. 
To  the  United  Kingdom,  goods  were  sent  to  the  value  of  $4,809,930  in 
the  fiscal  year  under  consideration,  and  to  the  United  States,  $3,371,381. 
The  principal  articles  imported  arc  brendatuB's,  pickled  beef  and  imrk, 
lard,  butter,  cheese,  fish,  and  preserved  meats  and  fruits,  animals,  corn 
meal,  hay,  oats,  tobacco,  petroleum,  lumber,  paper,  staves,  soap,  hard- 
ware, a  little  cutlery,  a  few  carriages  and  bicycles.  The  consul  tliinks 
there  is  an  opening  for  rattan  furniture,  office  furniture,  men's  furnish- 
ings, bats,  and  cotton  goods.  Each  year  shows  an  improvement  iu  the 
rice  industry. 

Dntch  Ouiana. — Consular  Agent  Deyo,  of  Paramaribo,  reports  that 
imports  from  the  United  States  consist  mostly  of  foodstuffs.  Prices 
ruled  higher  than  nsual  during  the  early  jteriod  of  the  war  with  Spain, 
but  those  conditions  were  of  brief  duration.  Manufactured  goods  <.'ome 
mostly  from  England  and  Germany,  as  these  countries  kecx)  in  close 
touch  with  the  market.  Something  may  bo  done  in  the  way  of  machin- 
ery for  gold  mining  and  the  preparation  of  coffee  for  the  market.  Onco 
a  year,  the  Government  invitea  bids  for  the  supply  of  coal — 2,500  to 
3,009  tons  iier  annum.  Tlie  English  have  boretofore  secured  the  con- 
tract. Ttie  kind  nscd  is  Cardiff  double  screened.  Exports  consist  of 
cocoa,  sngar,  balata  gum,  coffee,  timber,  rum,  and  gold.  Thojcocoaaitd 
sugar  go  chiefly  to  the  United  States.  Coffee  is  sent  to  Holland,  and 
the  industry  isdncreasing.  A  loan  of  $1,200,000  has  been  obtained  for 
drainage  and  general  improvements  in  the  colony. 

ISo  figures  as  to  trade  are  supplied.  In  1S96,  the  imports  were  valued 
at  $2,134,070,  of  which  the  United  States  furnished  $439,000.  The 
value  of  the  principal  nrticlea  exported  iu  189C  were,  balata,  $167,000; 
cocoa,  $620,000;  sugar,  $382,000. 
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French  Ouitma. — According  to  FroiicL  official  returns,  the  commerce 
of  France  with  French  Guiaua ill  I8!)ffwas:  Imports  into  FieDcliUuiana, 
$I,T'J0,0O0;  exiwrts  from  Frencli  Gniaua,  »4H»,U0«.  Tlie  value  of  the 
trade  with  other  coimfries  was  dividetl  as  follows:  Imports,  $50,0:0; 
exports,  $43,000.  Tiio  principal  articles  importul  from  France  were, 
wiue»,  $328,000;  cottoos,  9115,000;  leatber  maoufaclnrea,  $151,000; 
clothing,  tlo,000. 

Consular  Agent  Lelanue,  of  Cayenne,  states  that  United  States  food 
pro<lnct8  are  tho  only  ones  wliicii  can  be  trantsjiorted  to  the  ^old  dig- 
gings in  tlie  interior  \Titliont  spoiling.  In  spite  of  tho  preferential  tarifl' 
tor  French  products,  the  United  States  has  a  large  trade  in  flour,  salt 
beef,  pork,  lard  and  its  compounds,  oleo,  butter,  corn,  hay,  oats,  lumber, 
petroleum,  and  sewing  mnchtnea.  Placer  gold  mining  is  the  oaly 
industry  iu  the  colony,  and  gold  is  the  chief  expor*'. 

PARACrAY. 

Consul  Haffin,  of  Asuncion,  estimates  the  imports  in  1897  as  $2,21 1,465, 
against  »2,7S(i,000  jit  1800;  the  exports  at  14,467,771  pesos  (paper),' 
agaiust  12,292,000  pesos  in  1806.  The  principal  articles  of  export  are 
hay,  cotton,  hub^,  pineapples,  rice,  bnnanas,  coffee,  bark,  bides,  woods, 
fruit,  etc.  Mr.  UaDin  notes  the  establishment  of  a  commercial  organiza- 
tion to  give  information,  collect  statistics,  settle  debts,  rei>ort  prices 
cnrrent,  etc 

A  correspondent  of  the  British  Trade  Journal,  London,  October  1, 
1898,  says: 

Englinb  niannrnctnrera  are  apt  to  overlook  Para^c^AyT  owing  to  the  fact  ttiat  (be 
apliareiit  amoinit  of  its  foreign  trade  is  Bninll.  'JliiH  in,  iiiagreutiiieiisiiru,  thHrusiilt 
of  tbu  inland  poBiliun  of  the  conntrj'  and  the  import  unit  export  trade  liciiig  done 
niftlQl;  tlironRb  Arguutina  or  rniKiiuy,  figuring  aa  tbit  commerce  of  tiiose  eoiinCrien, 
wlifcb  appeal's  so  uiiicli  larger  ut  tLe  expense  of  Paragua}-.  1  would  cull  iitteiition 
to  tbe  folluwhr;;  liuea  of  trivUi: 

Senlng  luaibinrs  are  in  grent  demand  tliroiighont  Parngnay,  ns.  indeed,  tbey  are 
ill  ever;  part  of  f^outb  Anieilca  1  liave  visited.  Tbe  cheapest  kinds  are  thv  moHt 
DBlable,  though  a  considerable  number  of  bigh-cla-ss  maihiues  could  aliui  be  ptncud. 
MuHt  of  those  iu  tbe  luarket  are  of  Uerninn  niaiiufactnte. 

Xfitff.— There  are  a  large  nnniber  of  stilla  in  iiae,  the  greater  pnrt  of  those  imported 
being  of  r'rencii  mnke.  Small  bIkob  are  most  in  dcuiaud,  capable  of  dUtilliiig  from 
50  to  200  gall ous  per  day,  of  a  strength  'if  18'  (Carliei-).  Thvy  may  be  either  simple 
or  (iir  continuous  (orsemirontiunouN)  distillation,  but  should  dp  as  littlucuuiplicutcd 
UH  puMtibte.  tty  adwrtisiug  and  pushing  their  sale,  a  considerable  qnan  ti  ty  might  lie 
<l>»p  Bed  of.  There  is  little  uiiiemadeinllKieoitutvy  orauy  other  liquor  than  "caStn" 
(wbit«riim), 

Chentit-aU. — Poi'  snCh  clicmlrals  as  are  gencrntly  Hold  liy  drnggists,  Iberia  te  a  good 
deiiiaiid.  Iu  this  line,  Kuglisb  manufactiivetB  seeui  to  secure  a  fuirsharti,  thuugb  few 
li>i-al  deslerA  onler  direct,  geiieriilly  placing  their  orders  in  Montevideo  or  llncnos 
Ayres.  Tbe  same- rem urha  apply  to  surgical  instruments  and  appliances.  Mineral 
nuti'TB  are  in  fair  demand  in  Ahuni-inn  and  the  larger  tonus. 

Sayar-iHakinff  mavhmfrg.—X  c»nsiil«rable  uuiuber  of  portable  iron  niills.  suitable 
for  wotkiug  with  oxen,  mluht  be  pluci-d.  A  goo<l  dual  of  sugar  (nnrelined)  is  made 
i»  Paraguay,  but  nearly  all  ou  a  small  scale.  Tbe  i|uiintity  produced  is,  hnweviT, 
insuffli-ient  tu  meet  the  demand,  and  u  good  deal  is  importtKt  from  Arirentioa,  where 
there  are  aome  very  large  sugar  works  in  the  Chaco,  Just  across  Ibe  river  I'nmi  Para- 
guay. There  is  no  demand  for  large  plantain  I'aragnay ;  indued,!  only  know  «f  one 
large  sugar  factiiry  iu  tho  whole  country,  nud  I  am  told  it  is  not  priisperons.  In 
Paraguay,  it  should  lie  noted,  Hko  many  new  and  thinly  populated  cnnntrie.'',  aniall 
industriea  pay  well,  wliilo  the  anccess  of  large  ones  is  more  prublemiitiral. 

Tuslite  fabria. — Vat  texlili'  fabrics,  CBiieuially  cheap  cotton  goods,  there  is  a  largo 
dimand.  Cheap  oottouN  are  solil  by  retailers  ut  little  or  no  ptoltt,  to  push  tbe  snle  of 
other  wares,  in  this  line,  English  Krms  still  hold  tbcir  own,  though  lonipelitiou  is 
keen.     "Ponebos,"  such  as  are  made  in  England  for  tbe  South  duierican  market,  uro 
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tbe  lieavier  wuulitii 

foreign  competition  Is  keen  in  rftragnay.  GennAii,  FrencU,  anil  Italian  Imiihcs 
Iwjng  ciimpHTittively  nnmeronn.  ThOM  Ent^tiali  Drills  wlio  liave  any  deikling*  witli 
Purngnay  seeui  to  be  coDleut  to  work  the  country  tlirongh  nii  n;;eiir'y  in  Kiii'noa 
A.vrea,  yet  tnere  in  an  opening  in  Asnncion  nnil  othor  towns  for  outHTpriHing  liruia, 
irlio  make  a  specialty  of  tbe  products  of  tb«  couutiy. 

pert:. 

Tlio  Moiiiteiir  Officiel  du  Commerce,  Paris,  April  7,  1.S98,  gives  tli© 
exuorts  in  1S9G  aa  $12,53^,042,  aud  flio  iinporta  iis  *S,C1  ^,"'•13.  Tlio 
8tiiteiueut  of  tlie  value  of  iiuports  on  the  consular  iuvoicea,  eays  tbe 
article,  do  not  ngree  witli  tlio80|niblisUed  bytlietioverninpnt.  A  table 
giving  tlio  imjioits  tliroiigli  Ibe  cuBtom-house  of  Oiillao  from  January 
1  to  l-"cbruary  28,  ISOi,  and  tbeiinportsfor  the  rest  of  tbeje.it,  aawliowH 
ill  tbe  coiisuiai'  iDvoiced,  is  as  follows: 
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Tlu!  value  of  the  imix>rts  as  shown  by  this  table  are  nearer  $11,0I)(),IH>0 
than  $8,4KMVK)0.  A  com])arative  table  of  the  official  values  of  imports 
and  exports  dariug  the  five  years  f>om  1892  to  1S90  is  as  followij : 


The  ltd giaii  consul  at  Lima  .. 
titkL-n  by  tliu  principal  com^tetiiig 


gives  the  following  ostiniato  of  the  ttiiare 
:iiig  couutries  iu  tbe  trade  of  Peru: 
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Ihe  following  extracts  are  from  a  British  Foreign  OfiSco  report  (aunnal 
series  2117): 

Gold, — The  late  iliscoveries  of  quitrtz  ami  plticcr  goliL  luiucs  in  the  diBtrictx  nf 
Saiidia  nud  Carabaya  have  induced  many  persons  to  p^ospel^t  ilurins  Uie  jear,  Einl 
as  a  Tulu  they  eiipreas  thenuiilves  disappointed  on  tlieir  ratiiru,  chicuy  owinj;  to  tho 
many  difflcnltics  they  Lare  to  cont«nif  with,  oabtiile  of  tlio  natural  ones  ariaing  from 
'wnntof  roads  nnd  the  action  of  tbo  local  anthoritics,  who  do  not  Beam  to  encuurajte 
tho  ilcvelopmcnt  of  that  part  of  tbo  conntiy  as  they  should.  Uuvolvcrs  and  sbut- 
guna  are  admitted,  bnt  no  tidcB.  Thoao  who  come  as  pioneers,  tvith  the  intention  of 
goin(;  to  an  ontiroly  unexplored  reEion  aboanding  in  Haragesaud  wild  beasts,  natn- 
rally  want  better  arms  to  defend  themsalvos  with  than  revolvers  and  shotguns. 
Again,  when  tho  oxpiortM'S  ^et  to  tho  conBncs  of  civilization  and  reach  thi-Ir  ntarting 
point  fur  the  further  interior  where  t^old  1b  found,  they  full  into  the  hands  of  men 
who  Bpeculnta  on  the  labor  of  tho  Indtnns.  The  honses  of  the  labor  contractors  are 
probal)ly  the  only  ones  inhabitable  in  the  village,  nnd  there  travelers  are  obliged  to 
stay,  foraconsideralioDgonerally  about  ten  times  whatitHbould  be.  To  them  you  must 
apply  for  Indians,  mules,  llamas,  or  donkeys  t[>  c.irry  your  proristons,  etc..  a  part  of 
the  way  In  (beyond  a  certain  point  it  will  not  admit  of  nnimnls),  and  as  no  Indian 
Tvill  diiretreattlireeCwithftforeigD  traveler,  these  contractors  willpnt  every  obstaels 
in  tbo  way  of  procuring  Indians  and  animalaso  as  to  prolong  the  stay  in  the  village. 
Thu  Indian  will  receive,  sa.v.  Is.  <24  coots)  a  day  from  the  contractor  for  tho  nerv- 
ices  of  himself  and  his  animal,  and  the  traveler  will  have  to  pay  at  least  4b.  (97  cents) 
a  day  to  the  oontmctor;  and  tit  lengtb,  when  nblo  to  start,  so  mauy  days'  hire  of  the 
Indians  must  be  paid  iu  advance.  All  this  makes  an  expedition  in  search  of  gold  too 
expensive  to  bo  undertaken  by  tho  class  of  men  best  able  to  accomplish  the  object 
of  developing  an  unexplored  country,  on  tho  thanco  of  some  good  finds  of  the  pre- 
cious metal.  Still,  thero  is  no  doubt  tliat  gold  in  l^irge  qiiantitioi  exists  in  tiese 
legions,  and  thnt  (vhen  once  tlie  primary  difflcnilios  h.'tvo  been  overcome,  capital 
will  flow  in  witli  every  prospect  ut  a  beueri(.-iat  return. 

t'op;j*r.— Veins  c)f  copper,  abundant  and  rich,  have  been  found  in  the  Cerro  do  Pasco 
silver  mines.  Ores  containing  30  to  40  per  cent  of  copper  are  remitted  in  their  crude 
state  to  Lima  for  shipment  to  Xliiropo.  those  of  lower  grade  being  deposited  until 
furnaces  can  be  bnllt  to  concentrate  them.  Tiie  copper  iuiiiwlry  would  be  very 
proiitable  shonlil  the  railway  from  Oroya  be  coiitinnRd  to  this  place,  or  a  light  line 
constructed.  Tl:o  distance  is  abont  65  miles,  over  level  conntry,  and  the  coat  would 
besiiiall.  Tbo  quantity  of  ore  that  might  easily  be  produced  wonbl  be  at  least  2,000 
tons  jioc  mouth.  The  capital  lunoireil  to  carry  out  tbU  work  wonld  not  bo  large, 
and  wonld  be  a  very  good  investment. 

"rtcu/eiim.— There  are  three  compantea  fingnged  in  extracting  this  article  in  tho 
....   ..  ^  ...... —     nno  British, one  Italian, ftud  one  French.     Tho  British  conces- 

mili^s,  and  tbo  outpnt  avorngot  SOO  tons  a  mrintb  of  crude  oil. 
This  is  pumped  (no  llowing  wells  existing)  into  n  deposit  tank  with  a  capacity  of 
ISgOIit)  barrels,  and  thence  tbrongh  a  pipe  to  the  tauks  at  the  Keasliore,  where  it  is 
loaded  directly  into  Iho  vessels.  The  Italian  company  bus  wells  yielding  some  1,2W 
tons  per  mouth.  Tho  French  company  hax  only  six  wells,  tho  work  being  Ju  its 
infancy.  Tbo  kerosene  can  not  compete  in  finality  with  that  produced  in  the  L'nitcd 
States,  the  oil  being  of  nn  asphnllnm  nature. 

liidiiBlrUt. — A  manufactory  of  cotton  goods,  principally  nnbleucbcd,  and  another 
for  woolen  fiibrics  have  been  opened  during  ISUTj  the  former,  worked  by  waterpower, 
on  tbo  road  to  Arequipa,  and  the  latter  in  the  city  itself  lloth  are  turning  out  good 
work  nnd  are  able  to  compete  sncceaafiilly  with  European  mannfiicturo-',  but  the 
ontput  ia  small  as  yi-t  and  baa  not  sensibly  nlTectcd  import*  of  similar  articles  from 
Eunipo  and  the  United  .States.  Cnzco,  a  city  of  about  20,000  inhabitants,  400  mites 
in  tlie  interiur,  hns  also  a  large  mannfactory  fur  woolen  cloths,  blankett,  etc. 
Allhnngh  not  of  fine  quality,  these  goods  are  of  pnre  wool  and  well  sultitd  for  the 
elliii»lui>ftbeiutoriar  towns  that,  ranging  at  from  8,000  to  12,000  feet  above  the  level 
of  tli«  sea,  arc  suRiciently  cold  to  require  warm  clothing. 

A  British  Foreign  Office  ro|K»rt  (aiinnal  series  2097}  gives  tlie  total 
im])orts  ia  18'J7  as  819,3.52,210,  against  ?25,539,735  iu  the  precetUng 
year.  Tho  exports  in  1897  were  $28,427,937,  also  showing  a  decrease 
as  compared  with  the  figures  for  1896,  which  were  $30,389,092.  The 
decrease  io  trade  was  due  to  the  civil  war,  which  lasted  from  March  to 
^November.  Clreat  Britain  has  28  per  cent  of  the  imiKirts  and  6  pw  cent 
of  the  exiK>rts, 
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Consul  Swftlni,  of  Montevideo,  gives  tlie  following  statement  of  iuiiwrts 
aiid  esporCa  iu  tbe  first  six  mouths  of  1898; 


Exports  of  prodacts  of  the  slaughterhouse,  says  tho  coiieul,  nre 
steadily  decreasing.  This  has  been  attributed  to  the  war  between  the 
United  States  %nd  Spain,  but  Mr.  Svalm  says  that  American  products 
are  supplanting  competitors  in  the  Cuban  and  Brazilian  markets.  In 
the  exxmrta  ot  wheiit  and  corn,  there  has  been  »  corresponding  increase. 
Although  no  figures  as  to  imports  fi'om  the  United  States  during  1898 
are  available,  the  consul  says  that  lumber,  oil,  agricultural  implements, 
etc.,  are  increasing.  Canned  goods  are  appearing  in  the  market  in 
larger  quantities,  although  the  heavy  duties  prevent  genertil  u^e. 
United  states  manufacturers  are  winning  their  way  slowly  but  surely 
in  Urnguay, 

VENKZTrEJjA. 

In  a  British  Foreign  Office  report  (aunnal  scries  2(^4)  the  imiwrta 
into  Venezuela  in  1896-97  were  estimated  at  $13,241,000.  The  i[niK)rtB 
from  the  United  States,  England,  and  Germany  represent,  respectively, 
about  41,  31,  and  21  per  cent  of  the  total.  The  following  details  (is  to 
trade  iu  1897  are  taken  from  tho  official  returns  of  the  conntries  named : 

Great  Britain. — Imports  fromVeneznela,  $291,0O0j  exports  to  Venez- 
uela, $2,725,000.  Principal  articles  of  import,  feathers'  ($175,194)  and 
rubber  ($5S,:J98).  Principal  articles  of  export:  Cottons,  $1,80G,(K)5; 
Diauufactiires  of  jute,  $11S,79G;  liueu,  $111,030:  woolens,  $121,003; 
tools  and  machinery,  $121, CC3;  iron  nud  articles  of,  $136,262. 

Crcrmany. —  Imports  fromVeneznela,  $2,558,000;  exports  to  Venez- 
uela, Sl,358,000.  Principalimports:  Dividivi, $107,100;  skins, $81,158; 
rubber,  $50,932;  coffee,  $1,748,110;  cacao,  $305,104.  Exports:  Cot- 
tons, $128,758;  hosiery,  etc.,  $52,300;  iron  articles  and  machinery, 
$1G8,9S0;  cement,  $29,274;  beer  and  nialt,$114,716;  iiorceliiin, $60,452; 
clothing,  $29,750. 

France. — Imports  from  Venezuela,  $5,025,000;  exports  to  Venezuela, 
$978,000.  Chiefarticleaofimport:  Cofiec, $4,250,000;  cacao,81,020,000. 
Exports:  Tools  and  articles  of  iron,  $436,000;  wines,  $97,000;  cottons, 
$87,000. 

The  United  States  imported  fromVeneznela  in  1897  to  tho  value  of 
$9,543,572  and  exported  products  worth  $3,417,522.  The  trade  by  arti- 
cles is  not  stated  for  1897,  but  according  to  United  States  Treasury 
figures  for  1896  the  chief  articles  of  import  and  export  were:  Imports: 
coffee, $8,128,254;  cacao,  $125,478;  skina,$!, 107,411.  Kxporta:  Flour, 
$812,192;  cottons,  $668,306;  machines  and  articles  of  iron,  9471,417; 
iUnniinating  oils,  $142,053;  lard,  $452,870. 
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ASIA. 

e  of  the  United  States  wjtb  tbe  countries  of  Asia  dunng 
tliu  lust  ten  caleiidiir  years,  is  shown  iti  tlie  following  tables,  cotuxiiled 
by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  the  Treasury  Departiueut : 
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ADKX. 

Oonanl  Catmingliiim,  of  Aden,  aays  that  iu  the  flecal  year  1897-98,  the 
imports  were  $12,713,805  tind  thoesports  ♦11,171,8.')6.  Of  the  exports, 
$1,T54,<M)5  went  to  the  United  States.  There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the 
export^  of  cofTee.  SIciDa  represent  an  im|>ortjitit  and  gntwiiig  vuinu  in 
the  export  tradp.  Ivory,  iiiothur-of  pearl  shells,  fenthers,  gum  arable, 
aiid  cnrioB  are  also  exported.  Imiwrts  from  the  I'ldted  Stiitea  amounted 
to  J799,ll.'2 — pra(;ticAlly  the  same  as  for  the  previous  .year.  The  chief 
article  is  cotton  goods;  the  United  Stutca  has  twothirds  of  the  entire 
trailein  this  line.  These  cottons  are  sent  up  and  don-u  the  Hed  Sea 
coast  aad  into  the  interior  of  Arabia;  they  also  cross  to  Abyssinia  and 
are  tranKported  into  the  interior  of  that  conntrj*.  The  next  most 
iiu|>ortaut  im[>ort  from  the  United  States  is  pet^)leaul.  Liquors, 
tobacco,  jireserved  fniits,  canned  meats,  bicycles,  and  a  few  shoes  are 
also  imported. 

BUlTlsn  IXDIA. 

Consul '<t en eral  Patterson,  of  (Jaleatta,  gives  the  following  tabic  of 
trade  for  the  fiscal  year  1897-08 : 


mfirrhuidliia  roeicpdrtftl . . 


The  imports  for  1896-97  were  stated  at  $2<i3,4li9,(KK)  and  the  extwrts 
at  $j;i7,4U4,W>0.    The  consul-general  says: 

Tbe  totnl  vuluc  of  tlie  tmile— iru)iort8  and  <>xpi>vts  toftelhrr — ^iia  lii^ber  bfO.38 
ppT  letit  tlinii  in  1K96-BT,  and  oiilv  a.2>i  per  c«iit  lets  thiui  in  1K95-96,  which  vtae  a 
year  of  i(oud  imdo.  In  llii»  ciilciilntiun,  the  tniiisautionB  in  trcn.'<ine,  wliich 
iiuiiiiiiteil  to  14.2  per  cent  of  the  total  trndo,  nra  liin]uile<1 ;  hut  [■xclndiiiK  tliciii  and 
flealini;  with  nu'reliDDdiao  only,  th«  tntdu  of  last  yenrRbows  ndeci-easo  of  5  pir  cent 
<^i>ipftreil  with  189&-lf7,  nod  of  9  jwr  cent  comparail  with  l)4t)j-9li.  The  decline  in 
■iD|ioilBof  m«rchaudiso  Ih3.3  perreol compared  with  theprevioua  year.  The serioiie 
^line  in  the  trade  of  the  year  occurs  in  the  espurtii  of  nierchunilisf,  the  vnlmi  of 
•bichnasfi.!  jier  cent  less  th»n  in  1896-97,  oml  U.«  per  n'ut  loss  than  iu  ]8!r.-%. 
la  1896-97  wilH  clearly  fmcouble  to  the  failuio  of  the  crops  m  1896 
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with  tlio 


anil  the  outbreak  of  tbo  plagiie  in  western  India, 

of  trade.     TLcso  two  caUmities  have  also  had  a  marked  effect  on  last  yoi 

Tlie  total  valne  of  imports  of  foreign  inerchandiae  in  the  last  three  yei 

tribiitcd  among  the  pnncipnl  coDntiiea  'witb  which  the  trade  was  ca 
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The  principal  clotliinu  of  250,000,000  of  the  population  of  India  is  cotton,  nii'l  tbo 
valne  of  cotton  goods  impartcil  in  1895-96  represented  about  37  per  cent,  in  I89t>-!I7 
41  per  cent,  and  in  1897-98,  38  per  cent  of  the  valne  of  nil  iniporteil  mprcltandtee.  1 
havealrcady,  in  previous  reports,  elated  the  immence  demand  thereis  hevo  for  cotton 
goods,  and  the  opportnnity  for  the  maimfactnrera  of  the  United  Slates  to  get  their 
■hare  of  the  trade  fay  making  proper  eD'orts.  The  door  is  open,  and  onr  manafKC- 
tarers  have  only  to  walk  in  and  tako  posseHSion  of  the  market. 

liiere  is  a  steady  increase  in  the  (lemaud  for  bicycles,  and  t^e  better qucilitica  from 
the  Unlt«d  States  are  generally  preferred. 

CEYLON. 

Importa  ia  1897,  says  CodsqI  Moray,  of  Colombo,  were  $28,580,000 
(exclusive  of  specie),  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  $2,880,000. 
Of  tbis  increase,  81,560,000  is  credited  to  the  United  Kingdom,  $180,000 
to  Germany,  and  $33,500  to  the  United  States.  There  were  decreases 
from  France,  Russia,  and  certain  Asiatic  countries.  The  increase  was 
largely  in  arms  aud  ammunition,  cotton  goods,  earthenware,  lish,  grain, 
hardware,  haberdashery  and  milHnery,  metala,  etc.  The  exports  to  all 
countries  amonnted  to  $25,270,000.  These  consiat  of  coffee,  cinnamon, 
cocoanut  oi!,  cinchona  bark,  plumbago,  tea,  etc  The  greatest  decrease 
in  value  was  in  cinchona  bark,  Coft'ee  also  decreased,  but  tea,  the  new 
product  of  the  island,  increased  notably. 

CHINA. 

In  the  report  of  the  inspector-general  of  customs  for  China  for  the 
year  1897  Mr,  P,  E.  Taylor,  the  statistical  secretary,  says: 

In  comparing  the  foreign  trade  during  1897  with  that  of  the  preceding  jvn.v,  it 
mnst  bo  remembered  that  the  aggcegnto  value  of  importe  and  exporte  during  1806 
eicecilod  the  total  of  any  previous  year.  A  farther  advance  in  the  total  valne  of 
the  trade  is  to  be  recorded,  but  the  improvement  is  chiefly  Id  exports.  The  total 
value  of  the  tr.ido  was  336,329,983  haikwan  taels'  ($271,002,6(3). 

Considering  how  imports  were  cheeked  by  the  low  exchange,  this  reHQlt  is  enoonr- 
nging.  Probably  the  moat  noticeable  feature  in  the  trade  is  the  continned  advance 
made  by  Japan. 

Tlie  net  valne  of  tbe  import  trade  exeeeded  that  of  all  other  years,  being 
203,828,625  haikwan  taels  <»149,890,353),  u  oomparad  with  202^,994  halkwau  taels 


Coo^^lc 


ASIA:    CHINA. 


127 


in  189G,  \rbiuh  li«ld  the  record.    Tbis  reualt,  iu  view  of  tbe  ilifficulties  n 
importera  had  to  contend,  comea  I'ather  as  a  siiriiriu. 

Tlio  trade  ID  cotton  piece  goods,  as  was  expected,  bUowb  a  fnllJag  off  from  the 
figures  for  1896.  American  cood«,  however,  contintio  to  inctease  iii  favor,  drill* 
Hhowiog  an  improveiuent  of  over  300,000  pieces,  Jeans  of  over  15,000  pieces,  and 
sheotinga  of  nearly  1TO,0(X)  pieces ;  Liit  these  nro  almost  the  ouly  exceptions  to  the 
general  decline.  Shirtinga  of  all  hinds,  except  plain  dyed,  fell  olf.  Drills,  except 
American,  aboiv  a  heavy  durreaae,  ii'Lile  jcuns  improved.  Of  sheetinj^,  except 
Aiuorican,  leaa  were  imported  by  over  half  a  inillinn  pieces.  On  the  whole.  Ihe  year, 
owing  to  the  fall  in  eicbange  and  the  heavy  stacks  carried  over  from  1896,  was  one 
of  tlio  worst  on  record  for  the  piece-goodH  trade.  The  favor  which  American  goods 
find  in  the  Chinese  marhet  ia  duo  to  their  cheapness.  Freights  from  Amrrica  are 
lower  than  from  Europe.  The  importation  of  inferior  (inalittes  of  plain  goods  seems 
likely  to  cease,  the  prodncts  of  Chincsa  mill*  gradually  taking  their  place.  While 
the  importation  of  Knglish  and  Indian  cotton  yam  fell  off  in  1897,  that  of  JapaneHe 
yarn  more  than  doubled. 

All  kinds  of  woolen  piece  goods,  except  liistingx,  xliiiw  a  ilecreasi',  while  nilHcel- 
IsncniiB  piece  goods  slightly  improved. 

With  a  decline  in  pieco  goods  and  metals,  we  hare  to  look  foriucreaaes  in  sundries 
to  explaiathe  satisfactory  total  of  foreign  importK,  and  we  are  nt  once  struck  by  the 
astotiiHbing  progress  made  in  the  importation  of  kerosene  oil,  the  total  iucreaae  for 
all  kiDdBamonntiugto  over  32,000,000  gallons.  American  oil  Is  finding  vigorous  rivals 
in  Russian,  and  especially  .^umatran,  oil.  To  go  back  three  years  for  purposes  of 
comparison:  In  imt  the  figures  were,  American,  6I,6T0,^J  gallons;  Kusaian, 
17,500,283  galloua;  Sum  at  ran,  531,280  gallons;  while  in.  1S1I7  they  were,  American, 
48,212,505  gallons;  Kussian,  3ti,921,l?S  gallons;  and  Kumatran,  14,212,278  gatlona. 
The  importation  of  raw  cotton,  a  sigiiiHr.int  item.  Jumped  I'rou  119,12(1  picnla 
(13,217,200  pouuds)  in  1896  to  166,250  piciila  (20,707,406  pounds),  and,  while  European 
mfttches  fell  to  about  half  the  figure  for  the  preceding  year,  Japanese  matches  roae 
from  7,793,000  to  S, 974, 000  gros».  Sugars  of  all  kinds  show  increoacs,  which  are  also 
noticeable  in  brass  buttons,  window  glass,  and  nmbrcll.is. 

Kzportt, — Low  exchange  is  evidently  causing  a  steady  inereuse  in  Ibo  export 
trade.  In  spite  of  a  further  falling  off  iu  the  shipments  of  tea,  the  value  of  the 
exports  exceeded  that  of  1896  by  over  32,000,000  taela.  The  year  I8n5  held  tbo 
record  with  a  value  of  143,293,211  tacls,  but  1897  has  beaten  this  eaeiiv  and  stands 
at  163,501,358  toels  ($120,950,130).  Almost  every  item  excep}  tea  lias  shared  in  the 
expansion. 

Consal  Fowler,  of  Cbefoo,  in  a  report  publtshcti  in  CoDsul»r  Reports 
So.  215,  August,  189S,  says: 

liavL-  compiled  the  following  as  of 


raJu«  of  trade  by  countriei  {»  l.'^ST. 

CoDstrle*. 

Importn.                            £i[.cr(ii. 

ToUI- 

Gnat  Britain 

CoBtiiivDl  of  Ennnw  (liBt- 

Hi.tatU. 

M.01S,6*r7 

ii,tta.3ca 
n,!M,wt 

•O.lM.gg? 

»»,s;i.si» 

9,103.3M 

fl,SM,iai 
u,  era.  030 

M,9M,iai 

M,»7B,118 

ie!<ia,43ft 

M.«2.22J 

W.56S.S24 

u,»7i.m 
ie,m,eM 

Hk,  latU. 

M.Mti.m 
M,aiB,7oa 

s*,«a,e5J 
33.  ass.aiH 

10,  Ml  MS 

ii.  iM.  SSI 

22,'3S(i,'5T« 

HoBlkODB    -         - ... 

35.  mi.  3^ 

Comparing  those  fignrea  with  those  for  1890,  it  will  Iw  seen  that,  while  Great 
Britain  has  not  quite  doubled,  the  United  States  has  trebled,  her  exports  to  China 
in  tlie  last  eight  year«:  that  (jreat  Britain's  purchases  have  decreased,  while  those 
of  tlie  United  States  have  more  than  doubled;  that  the  value  of  United  States 
exports  to  China  is^eater  than  those  of  all  continental  Europe  and  the  Russias, 
European  and  Asiatic.  The  United  States  bought  more  of  China  than  either  Great 
Britain,  Japan,  or  all  the  Rusaina,  and  more  tlian  the  combined  purchases  of  India, 
Singapore  ami  Straits,  Australia,  Now  Zealand,  etc. ;  South  Africa,  Including  Maa- 
ritlus;  British  America,  South  America,  Maeno,  rhiiippine  Islands,  Cochin  China, 
ADDatu  and  Tonkin,  Siain,  Java,  Sumatra,  Turkey  iu  Asia,  Persia,  Egypt,  Algiers, 
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Aden,  eti-.  (th«90  divisions  I  Lave  set  in  the  above  table  as  "  all  the  rest  of  the 
ivorld  ") ;  and  cotild  we  gtt  the  statistics  of  our  trade  piuatn;^  tbrongh  Hongkong,  1 
think  ne  noiild  lie  alila  lo  show  that  we  auld  at  toast  10,000,000  Uek  uioro  tliaD  the 
onBtoms  tobies  neeount  for.  it  is  also  kuowa  that  n.  vflry  conBiderable  part  of  the 
Imports  from  Euglaitcl— at  least  to  the  vaino  of  8,000,000  taots — aro  rtatl^v  United 
States  goods,  sbippad  via  Louilon,  anil  ninro  or  less  utrchaudise  is  neat  via  liiitisti 
America.  I  nnnlir  lielievii  that  our  trade  sales  to  Chio^  last  year  aiuoiiutod  touoarly 
80,000,000  la»)s  ($22,170,000!, 

lu  Ilia  aiiiiual  reijort,  diittd  October  24,  1898,  Mr.  Fowler  adds: 

StatisticB  fi>r  the  llret  six  months  of  this  year  aeeia  to  show  that  when  the  books 
for  18Q8  arc  hnlauced  tbe  valne  of  Americau  merchaudiso  imported  at  Chcfoo  will 
lead  all  othiTB.     It  will  posailil^v  equal,  if  not  pxceed,  the  vnlnrH  fur  ull  Europe. 

Tbe  valne  of  American  flour  imported  dnriug  thiH  poriotl  wns  (greater  tbaii  lor  th« 
comliincd  years  of  1891, 1895, 1896,  and  18!IT,  if  we  take  tbo  only  fair  stuudard- tho 
cuatoms  toel.  Tlie  )rold  valne  for  tbe  four  years  (averagiog  tlie  haikwaii  tael  fof 
that  pKriiid  at  79.3  cents)  was  943.4T0.G7,  a^iust  311,393.87  (at  68.5  rents)  foi'  the 
dullest  six  rauntha  of  the  year  18<J8.  Thin  Is  truly  a  wouderfnl  increase.  No  doubt, 
tho  iiruecnce  of  tho  great  military  camps  of  KnesJa,  Great  Britalu,  and  Germany  in  this 
vicinily  has  had  comiideriibie  to  do  with  this  iDcreaite.  ifurthoi',  this  is  tbe  fi rat 
7ear  that  tbo  customs  ri'porls  for  Cbefuo  make  mention  of  Amei'ican  Hour.  Ameri- 
can ginseng  also  makes  its  first  appcaraniu  this  year.  This  is  all  tbu  more  remitrk- 
able,  becauKe  hitherto  Chefoo  bus  always  been  tbe  entrepot  for  Korean  giaxeug 
entering  China. 

It  is  also  shown  that  in  1897  tho  iinportH  of  all  our  gonds  were  four  times  a»  large 
asthoHO  for  1893  <e):ceptlng  oil,  which  was  a  littlu  more  thau  doubled};  that  tbe 
imports  for  the  lirstslx  monlbK  of  this  year  exciteded  thoHe  fur  the  entire  years  iif 
•"""  "     '  '""Hu  Ihu  tano  of  drills,  lind  id  tho  cone  of  jeans  and  sbeutiugs,  every  year 

ted  in  tbo  table  of  impoi  ts  for  1897,  46  sbow 
a  gain  over  1893 — 35  from  go  Id -et  ami  ant  conutrieH,  of  whieli  Snru  from  Japan,!  from 
tbe  United  Slates,  while  tbe  only  eain  from  Kngland  is  cotton  yarn.  Of  the  32 
decreases,  8  are  from  nilver-stnudarirconntries  and  21  from  gold-standard  countries, 
of  which  Great  Britain  (England  and  India)  siiB*ered  losses  in  7  claaseBi  Kussia,  1; 
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e  of  tbe  foreign  imports  Into  Chefoo  in  1897  wiis  11.625,001  haikwan  taola 
($8,602,-'>17  gold),  while  thu  valne  of  those  gouda  specilically  classed  as  Amerii-an  was 
2,813,086  haikwan  biels  («2,081,l>84).  While  this  U  almost  oue-fonrlb  of  tbe  entire 
valne  of  foreign  imports,  it  is  not  to  be  HHjiposed  tbat  it  repreients  all  onr  trade; 
for,  ns  repeatedly  stated  ju  pri^vions  reports,  tbe  data  for  nil  tbe  other  uuunnmer- 
ated  American  Imports  are  not  obtainable.  In  tbe  cnstuuis  classitliaiion  of  foreign 
Import*,  the  great  majority  comes  from  Hongkong,  Japao,  and  other  Asiatic  cuun- 
triea;  and  tbore  are  many  classes  of  prodnce — opium,  seatvceil,  etc.— in  wliicb  we  do 
not  compete.  The  value  of  Asiatic  goods  imported  wna  2,137,111  haikwan  tuela 
($1 ,579,325). 

Thu  value  of  known  English  importe  in  1897  was  388,203  haikwan  taels  ($213,2711). 

In  other  words,  tbe  valneof  imports  into  Cliefou  in  1897,  sp'-oit;e<l  ns  Ami^riian,  wms 
almost  ten  times  greater  th^u  those  speciHed  as  from  Great  llritain.  Of  tho  86 
pulitical  divisions  enumerated  in  Iho  Review  of  tbe  World's  Commerce,  189t)-97, 
pages  26-27,  only  29  show  a  greater  valne  of  our  exports  than  this  single  Cbinese 
port  of  Cbefoo;  and  if  tbo  returns  here  conid  be  bad  as  accurately  ns  those  given  In 
tbu  Review,  perliaps  ]iot  moro  than  20  would  exceed  Cbefoo,  If  wu  take  the  vnino  of 
the  imports  especially  cloaited  Americau  for  tbe  three  northern  ports  of  China- 
Tientsin,  Niuchwang,  and  Chefoo — for  IS!'?,  ».i  given  in  my  report  of  tbe  trade  of 
Korth  Cbiua,'  na  $8,3riO,561  gold,  oiir  sales  in  North  China  were  exceeded  only  by  U 
entire  divisions,  and  exreeded  onr  coniliincd  sales  to  all  the  Central  Aim-ricau 
States.  Tho  sales  of  American  cotton  man ufai^ tares  iu  Cbefoo  atonn  in  18!t7  <y,(B8,271 
haikwan  laels,  or  $l,r)23,0:>i'.76)  exceeded  those  to  any  country  or  colony  in  tbu  wbidc 
world,  were  greater  in  value  Ihau  our  ealos  in  this  line  to  (;r>  at  llritain  mid  Ireland 
and  all  Eurupo  combined,  and  represented  one  fourth  of  the  entire  siilia  to  Cliina. 
Of  American  kerosene  oil,  Cbufoobonebt  5,281,060  gallons,  valued  at  739,287  haikwan 
taels  (^17,072.38),  or  nior<>  than  all  the  Central  American  States  and  Uritioh 
Hoiidnras,  all  the  Wcit  Indies,  and  niio-Bixth  of  tbe  snlrs  in  tliiH  line  t'l  all  China. 

I  Consular  Reports  Mo.  215,  Angnst,  18!>8. 
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Thn8.irbile  tbo  total  vnlueof  foreign  imports  fortfaeiiis  montbB  ended  Jane  30  wm- 
tei.OOT, 726.43  gold,  tbfl  valno  of  only  live  oluses  of  Aniencaii  mercbandiM  (Inciuiliug 
the  direct  imports  for  the  skme  period)  totaled  9875,087.60  ko1<1,  or  9184,643.67  inors- 
tban  the  total Tftlne  of  tbe  combined  Iniporta  from  Great  Britain,  Hongkong,  and  alt 
Earope,  iaclnding  Oermonf ;  while  the  direct  Imports  (i.  e.,  merchandise  making 
first  entry  into  China  at  Chefoo)  from  Germany  are  valued  at  93,368.73  gohl.  or  only 
alioDt  a  tenth  of  tbe  direct  import*  from  the  United  States.  I  have  not  inilnded 
anything  in  the  American  tiitals  except  goods  classed  American,  no  account  hiiTing- 
be«n  taken  of  the  tbonsands  of  dollars  worth  of  provisions,  canned  goods,  mnchinery, 
liini1>er,etc,,  irhicb  would  bring  the  total  value  ap  to  tbe  flrst  rank.  There  is  not 
the  least  doubt  that  our  trade  in  tbe  nortb  of  China  is  of  pnramount  importance. 
It  is  known  that  over  six  ships  are  nnder  charter  nilh  Oreftou  lumber  for  work 
lieing  doue  by  tbe  Rnssians  near  here,  and  Already  there  is  a  flve-mneted  Americao, 
■cliooner  diBcharging  lumber  at  Kyaei'han. 

Tbe  ouHlom-bonse  Jetty  is  always  crowded  and  pllatl  high  with  American  morcbnn- 
ilise.  One  of  the  greatest  needs  of  tbe  American  ngercliaut  is  an  American  bank  in 
China.  There  is  a  large  field  for  it,  and  I  feel  confident  that  if  one  of  our  New  York 
banking  bnirssN  estalHiaLed  a  brunch  in  Sbanghai,  they  would  reap  a  handsome 
reward.  There  are  in  Cbinn,  French,  Rnxeinn,  Oerinan,  and  several  Knglisb  Uankn;, 
and  it  is  through  these  that  all  I'nited  States  trade  ia  coudnctcd,  involving  a  great 
loss  to  onr  commerce.  I  have  hopes  that  ere  long,  some  one  witi  prove  enterprising- 
enongh  to  enter  this  Held.  There  is  noue  more  profitable  in  tbo  world.  Tbe  Hong, 
kong  and  Shanghai  banks'  shares  sell  at  215  per  cent  premium.  There  ia  also  a  most' 
promising  opening  for  fire-insurance  companies. 

Consul -General  Goodnow,  of  Sbangliai,  Bays  tliat  the  fact  that  trade- 
witU  tlie  United  Btiitea  Las  iucreased,  in  spite  of  tbe  decrease  of  sbip- 
plitg  consequent  iipoii  the  war  witfi  8i)aiii  and  tbe  disturbed  political 
oouditions  in  China,  shows  the  solid  baais  of  mutual  demand.  The 
great  staples  of  export  from  tlie  United  States  to  China^keroseiie  and 
cotton  goods— were  in  greater  demand  in  1897  than  in  ISOG.  The- 
iinports  from  tbe  United  States  into  Shanghai  in  1807  were  valued  at. 
about  t8,000,000.    He  continues: 

We  do  not  advertise  enough  here.  I  do  not  mean  by  this,  newspaper  adverlising- 
or  advertisement  by  circulars.  These  appeal  to  only  tbe  few  thousand  forpigners 
sojourning  here,  but  do  not  reach  the  hundreds  of  millions  of  Chinrae.  Tliey  wiU. 
learn  to  appreciate  our  goods  only  by  seeing  them.  I  do  not  know  to-day  wbers  ioi 
Shanghai  I  conid  buy  an  American  bat,  or  shoe,  or  nnderwear,  or  collars,  or  fnniiture,. 
or  a  telephone  of  improved  (tualily,  or  a  magazine.  1  might  make  this  list  muclti 
longer.  What  goods  we  send  here  areusnally  put  into  the  hands  of  people  of  nther 
nationalliea,  who  rio  not  exploit  tbem.  I  hope  to  see  an  expoaitioo  of  American- 
goods  bere  in  SliaDghsi,  managed  by  Americans.  It  would  pay  to  put  one  al»o  ilk 
Canton  and  one  in  Cliefoo  or  Tientsin. 

In  tb«  next  piaco,  we  do  not  cater  to  tbe  trado  here.  Our  steel  mills  have  not 
(applied  the  rails  for  tbe  railways  in  northern  China,  becauae  the  pattern  is  Knglinb 
Mid  to  make  them  would  necessitate  new  rolls.  The  cotton  men  are  .)nat  b>'gf  imhifr 
to  inqoire  if  the  widtbB,_  etc.,  they  have  been  accnstomed  to  make  in  America  are 
what  ai«  realty  wanted  is  China.  Only  one  American  life  insurance  company  has- 
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reauiiGil  ont  for  tUia  trade  with  an;  ri^oc  If  tLla  trade  Jb  t«  ba  taJEea  and  kept  by 
Amuriua,  its  needs,  ciiBtoms,  and  saperstltions  mast  bo  etndieil  on  the  gronud  liy 
experts  in  eaoli  departm^t. 

Ill  the  tlilrd  place,  oar  morcliaDtA  mnet  be  billing  to  «»ttlB  diapates  in  regard  to 
damaccB  in  abipmeDt  and  diaagreemeiits  as  to  naolity  and  breacbea  of  contract,  as  is 
duue  by  ^nelialt  nod  Goraiane.  Tltf  average  dealer  liere  will  pay  a  bigber  price  for 
an  nrticle,  i?  be  knows  tliat  a  clieap  and^Me^y  m«tbod  of  settling  any  possible  dU- 
pnte  can  be  bad. 

Consul  Johnsou,  of  Amoy,  iii  a  report  appearing  in  Coiisnlar  Reports 
So.  218,  Soveaber,  1898,  says: 

"Hiero  is  ao  Bi)Iimit«d  laarhet  iu  China  for  any  article  of  fmxl  tJie  f  rice  of  vliich 
can  be  brou^t  within  nesch  of  Ler  countless  millions.  An  article,  even  a  little 
boyoud  tJie  reach  of  the  mnsirn.  stlU  finds  an  ample  market  niUi  otJiei  milliiuie  «f 
people  who  cmopoie  tlie  middle  classes.  In  this  cauno^ian,  I  wish  to  call  attentioD 
ta  tbe  recent  efforts  to  introdacc  maiKe  into  foreign  eonotriee  as  an  article  of  food. 
With  the  price  of  corn  floor  ahvays  90  per  cent  less  Ihsnthai  of  wbeot  tlonr,  it  ia 
possible  to  find  a  market  bene  for  the  Burplus  corn  of  the  Western  States, 

American  canned  goods  nre  slowly  gaining  .1  foothold.  The  difflculty  encountered 
here,  as  in  other  lines,  lies  in  the  scarcity  of  American  merchants  and  spacial  adver- 
tifliug  agents,  and  Uie  lack  of  a  diapoaitian  on  the  part  of  our  mannfaetmers  and 
flxportera  to  cater  to  Una  peenliar  wanle  of  tlie  Chinese  tnkde.  There  ia  a  certain 
saperiar  qnality  recognizod  in  many  kiudeof  canned  gouda  vhich  reaxh  the  Far 
Eastern  autfket  from  the  L'aited  States,  but  this  is  too  oGteu  conn terliala  need  by 
bigher  pricaa,  aad  tJiese  pricas  are  freqn^atly  open  ta  the  ansfticion  of  having  bean 
nuMle  by  the  local  dealer  -or  nuddluuan,  ratbar  tban  juatiAed  by  tiie  enpin'tiiig  price. 

'What  ii  aapccially  needed  in  Cbiaese  porta  is  aampile  roemi,  wbcre  sseciiaena  «f 
Ameticau  eotUtu  fabtica  of  alt  kiads  would  be  displayed,  wbMW  caaned  fmilH,  Tsge- 
tablaa,  loeals,  and  otbar  arUclet  of  ouirait  demand  could  bo  inqieated,  aad  prices 

Sveu,  tc^eUier  with  tbe  uatuetnf  exporters.     Tbepe  is  sncli  a  sample  roocn  bore  at 
luoy,  iu  oaaneotion  witti  tbe  J^auese  ooasDlato.     The  espcMsa  is  nominal  aikd  tha 
reaulbi  bey«Dd  liompariaoB. 

Ill  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  FecommeQdlDg  tlio 
apiwiutmeDt  of  a  commercial  uissien  to  Cbina  (Hoase  Doc  Ko.  536, 
Fit'ty-6tlh  Cougieaa,  second  BeasioD)  tbe  Beeretary  of  State,  referring 
to  tlie  trade  openings  in  the  Fnr  Kast,  said,  under  tUite  of  Jnne  S,  189S : 

Tite  value  of  these  markets  is  sufDcieuUy  exompli&ed  by  tbe  eager  rivalry  of  Che 
Enropean  poners  ia  obtaining  tii«  laTKeut  posaible  spbei-es  of  ioHnanca  iji  Uieo^ 
wliicb  has  beea  oaeof  the  most  aU'ikingfeatUEes  of  diplomatic  effort  in  recent  yean. 
'Witboot  reference  toaehemesof  this  cliar*cter,  itw«ulrd  Beuni  to  be  abvioeR  tluit  tbe 
Uuited  States bas  importaot  interesta  stetake  ia  the  psrtitiou  of  ooiameFoial  facili- 
ties io  regions  vhich  are  likely  tooIlW  dM^u^JBeiDBi'ketMforJtK|[oods.  Nowlieia 
is  this  consideration  of  moTD  interest  than  iu  its  relatiuti  to  the  Chiueao  Efflpite. 
Aa  is  w«IlknowB,  three  gnat  Enropaau  powers  has'O  eRtablished  tbetnselves  at  points 
of  vuntago  in  that  Enqiire  wbicb  vill  enable  tbem  4o  ezerciiso  a  direct  iumienee 
upon  its  commercial  destiny. 

Tbe  United  Slates,  though  it  has  made  do  acquisiUoii  of  Cbiueae  territory,  is  in  a 
position  to  invite  the  most  favorable  concessions  to  its  iuduHtrics  and  trade  Inaa- 
mneb  as  «ar  comraercinl  relations  wiHi  China  are  already  most  friendly,  and  the 
existaiis  trade  between  the  United  States  and  China  is  in  actual  process  of  develop 
lucnt,  it  neuld  seem  to  be  (dear  that  the  present  is  a  golden  oppoituuily  for  enlarg- 
ing llie  cbauuels  of  commercial  intereourao  with  the  Euipi«.  Not  ealy  »  China 
it^lf,  but  in  tbe  contiguous  posse^iBions  of  linssia,  the  markets  for  American  prod- 
ucts seem  to  be  capable  of  easy  cnlargeuect,  pruvided  the  couilitioiM  are  thvroagltly 
undcrstoDd  and  proper  advantage  is  t«kea  «>f  tbe  preseat  eitiiatiAB. 

'llio  Chinpse  Empire  has  an  area  abest  oue-baLf  Dhat  of  the  Uatted  States,  excbi- 
sive  of  Alaska,  witJi  a  populutiou  of  over  4110,000,000.  Itefureign-oMuiDeTceamorat* 
to  about  $200,000,000.  In  IgiK,  Ureiit  Britata  bad  ware  than  two-tliirds  of  China'a 
commerce,  J^on  ranking  aecond  with  libonl;  oaeeleveath,  and  tbe  United  Btotea 
third  with  ona-twelfl^b.  in  other  w.aiUs,  the  Uuited  tststes  baa  already  a  larger  ^ava 
of  C'hijieeo  trade  than  any  Enropeiui  <waiitry  etiier  t*a«  Great  llcitain.  Cbina^ 
indiistriaJ  development  is  in  its  iufaiuiy,  but  within  tJM  last  few  yaors,  a  number  of 
cotlon  mills  have  been  built  and  railruadH  projected,  largely  witb  the  aid  ai  Aaur- 
ican  enterprise  and  iadostiy.  Tbe  Empire  has  Ditn>erouBdi>pe»it8ofooal,iron,  ot^per, 
and  other  mineral  products,  affording  on  unlimited  lield  for  derelopiiient.      ■     ■      • 

The  total  trade  of  the  United  Stali^^s  with  Cliiua  is  lUdlonU  of  aocurute  deterMJaa- 
tion,  for  tbe  reason  ihat  a  oonsideiable  put  af  U  is  tiauH»cte4  byway  of  tbe  UriUsh 
colony  of  Hongkong;  but  from  Ibe  best  iuferwstitm  obtoinaUa,  it  may  beaaid  bo 
approximate  jfc, 000,000. 
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HONGKONG. 
CDaBiiI-G«neral  Wildman,  of  Hongkong,  says: 

A  curefnl  sarvey  of  the  ecoiicimlD  coiidiliODS  oT  HoDgkong  during  tlie  first  halt  at 
tLe  ye»T  18EI6  reveals  tiro  faots:  Flnt,  a  ganeral,  permaQoDl  increase  of  trade;  sec- 
ond, nnasaU  activity  In  mercantile  oirclea,  owuii;  to  the  great  demandB  maae  on 
tLe  locul  market  lij  the  large  American  tqoiulron  and  ftrmj  on  thie  coast.  While 
this  eecoud  condition  ma;  be  tomporar;  nnd  may  cury  with  It  corrcspondins 
depresHiou  in  some  lines,  I  predict  that  it  will  beef  great  nermanent  lienaflt  to  Amer^ 
cux  exporters.  Nothing  that  oonld  hsve  happened  to  this  coast  would  bo  of  so  great 
a  Lelp  in  the  iiitrodaction  of  American  goods  Into  these  markets,  as  the  presenoe  of 
BO  largo  B  body  of  American  cODsumers  in  oar  midst.  Our  forces  of  occupation  have 
done  more  thno  conquer  a  coantrj ;  the;  have  mode  an  impressian  on  Asiatic  markets 
thai  can  never  be  cCTsced,  When  onr  fleet  fiiat  arrlTed  here  (in  ['ebriinry,  1838), 
ttiere  were  a  few  sample  cases  of  American  tinned  milk,  frnita,  meats,  whisky,  beer, 
etc.,  in  the  big  English  and  German  wholesale  houses.  Tlie  imports  from  Americ* 
were  made  up  almoet  wholly  of  California  flour  and  American  kerosene.  To-day, 
every  steamer  and  ship  from  America  brines  cnrgoes  of  American  coods.  While  their 
nltimatd  deslinstion  is  Manila,  they  are  handled  by  European  firms  hero  and  come 
before  the  public  in  snch  imposing  quantities  that,  first,  curiosity  la  aronsed,  and 
demand  follows.  The  great  difliculty  in  the  post  has  been  to  cet  the  great  liody  of 
Chinese  consumors  to  sample  onr  manafactures.     Even  If  this  were  posHible,  the 

SDoda  came  over  in  small  consignments  and  at  prices  which  were  prohibitive  to  all  but 
loso  who  could  afford  to  pay  for  luiLuries.  With  the  influx  of  the  Americans  into 
Manila,  Amiiricau  Arms  hare  found  it  to  (heir  advantage  to  send  ont  men  to  s'  tdy 
the  needs  of  this  climate.  Already,  one  house  has  been  established  in  UouKkong, 
with  a  branch  at  Manila,  which  is  meeting  with  grntifjing  success.  I  nm  iuformed 
that  there  ia  a  sbipment  of  43,000  bales  of  Qpland  cotton  from  Texas  on  its  way  ht>ro, 
which  hoe  been  parchssed  by  a  large  Chinese  firm,  and  is  Isid  down  here  as  cheaply 
as  the  Indian  cotton. 

The  trouble  with  the  introdaction  of  cotton  hitherto  has  been  that  American  pro- 
ducers have  tried  to  place  on  the  market  the  lowland  cotton,  which  is  too  heavy  a 
stftplf,  beddee  being  too  expensive.  Even  our  iiplnnd  cotton  is  superior  to  the  best 
Indinii  growth.  The  new  cotton-spinning  mill,  regarding  which  I  wroto  on  Janu- 
ary 15,  1898,'  is  nearing  completion,  and  it  is  hoped  will  be  in  operation  early  in  the 
year.  It  will  create  a  new  market  for  cotton  in  this  colony.  If  our  upland  eotton 
can  continue  to  compete  with  the  Indian  and  Chinese  growths,  the  demand  w^ll  bo 
almost  unlimited,  as  Hongkong  is  the  feeder  fur  three  of  the  richest  provinces  uf 
tODthem  China,  with  a  population  of  over  80,000,000  people. 

A  represent  alive  of  a  cotCon-spluning  works  in  Connecticut  is  expecting,  in  ft  few 
days,  to  receive  a  full  line  of  samples  which  wore  made  according  to  speuificfttions 
sent  front  hero.  Ho  told  me  thnt  the  manngem  had  never  iinderiitood  this  market 
before,  and,  now  that  they  did,  tUoy  would  lind  no  difficulty  in  introducing  their 
Eoods.  He  lus  itlso  solved  a  problem  regarding  which  every  consul  in  liie  ICiist  has 
been  reporting  for  tlio  last  lipcade— th.it  is,  that  it  Is  impoBslblo  to  obliiiu  l!je  same 
prices  for  tbe  same  quality  of  goods  on  tlm  Asiatic  ri>ast  that  yon  do  in  America. 
Onr  merchants  never  seem  to  reallM  that  Hongkong  (the  fi'eder  of  southern  China) 
Is  so  atieolutejy  free  port,  and  that  goods  itiannl'acturetl  in  the  llnitecl  States  come 
from  n  country  iu  which  a  tariff  prevails.  If  the  American  lunniil'ai^tnrer  wiiihej  to 
compet«  in  these  markcta,  he  must  deduct  from  the  price  of  Jiis  goods  the  extra 
amount  lie  nsualiy  adds  on  acconnE  of  this  protective  tarifF. 

Slues  the  arrival  of  tho  Amerioan  itinodron,  at  least  three  brands  «f  American 
beer  have  firmly  established  themselves  licre,  and  one  brand  of  whisky.  Canned 
meats  and  fruits  have  also  como  to  stay.  Onr  bicycles  are  favoritea,  but  an  the 
opportunity  of  using  f  hem  is  restriotad,  the  demand  can  never  be  great  or  worthy 
of  senons  omupetitjon.  Withm  tho  last  three  months,  the  af;nut  of  nn  Anicrican 
sewing  mschine  obtsincd  an  order  for  1,300  machines  from  an  English  firm  and  at 
the  same  time  an  order  for  a  considerable  number  of  bicycleH,  which  his  eompaity 
makes  with  th«  same  plant  that  they  use  for  tlie  sewiog  machines.  There  will  be 
an  increasing  demand  for  cheap  sewing  maehioes  among  the  Chinese,  ntid  energetic 
measures  onght  to  bo  taken  to  control  tbe  market. 
Tho  trade  with  the  Chinese  is  n  peculiar  one,  requiring  much  patience,  tact,  and 

Sersc  vera  nee.  Generally  spcRking,  the  class  of  goods  nioflt  in  demand  is  of  a  cheap, 
sshy  natnre,  eommonty  known  as  Birmingham  wares,  nnd  tlioae  of  a  kindred  class, 
"made  in  Germany,"  in  imitation.  The  Germans  are  tho  sole  importersof  tho  latter, 
snd  ihcir  small  commissions  and  methods  uf  doing  business  enable  them  to  com- 


«  Advance  Sheets  Ko.  59  (March  12) ;  Consular  Ilcporta  Xo.  211  (April,  1898). 
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pete  keeulj  ^ritli  the  former.  The  metbod  of  carrying  on  bneineas  U  pecoliar  to  tbe 
Eaat.  Crftdit  of  from  three  to  four  montba  is  naaall;  gi^'en,  Lut  it  In  worthy  of 
sote  ttint  ita  obeervanoe  ia  oftenest  respected  in  tlie  brcacli.  In  conseqiieace  of 
keea  competition  tbe  agreed  term  is  often  diiiregariled,  the  Cbinamau  taking 
delivery  and  paving;  for  bis  goods  in  installments  to  suit  hie  convenience.  In  spite 
of  thin,  fresh  sales  are  saccossiToly  made  with  him  on  same  tornis,  nntil  this  at'  1e 
of  trailing  has  nnir  become  generally  established.  A  tra<le-mark,  or  '-'chop,"  after 
jt  has  secured  popularity,  is  of  far  more  importnnce  than  tbe  finality  of  the  article 
itaelf.  A  marlietubie  article  bearing  anytbiug  but  a  favored  chop  will  often  prove 
unsalable,  almost  at  any  pricp,  and  the  Chineao  not  iinfrequcntly  nse  this  an  a  pre- 
text for  depressing  tbe  market  and  refuslnx  t .  take  delivery  of  orilcrH,  when  the 
allghteat  ebade  or  shadow  of  a  difference,  either  in  aize,  color,  or  design  of  a  chop 
can  be  detect«d. 

It  mast  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  if  one  accepts  their  methoda  of  doing  bnginess 
aodgranta  long  credits,  that,  generally  speaking,  the  Chine>ie  merchants  are  reliable 
and  trustworthy,  large  transactions  being  often  successfully  Bnauced  with  nothing 
■trouger  neabond  than  their  word  or  a  book  record  ofthe  facts,  written  and  retained 
by  the  principal. 

These  facte  about  the  Chinese  should  bo  boruo  in  mind  by  American  inercbants 
vho  contemplate  doing  business  not  onl^  in  China,  but  in  the  Philippines,  as  in  tbe 
latter  place  the  Chinese  are  not  only  doing  important  businesH,  but  are  coutrolling 
factor!  in  trade.  i 

Segarding  oar  principal  imports  from  America — kerosene  oil  and  Hoar— there  is  a 
ateady  demand.  Dnring  the  two  weeks  ended  September  27,  Sbewan,  Tomes  &  Co, 
report  the  arrival  from  toe  Pacific  coast  of  aevoa  steamers,  carrying  527,132  aacks  of 
floor,  at  a  selling  price  varying  from  $1.40  to  $2.35  Mexican  per  sack. 

For  the  half  year  ending  September  30,  1S9S,  the  exporfe  from  this  colony  to  the 
United  States,  as  invoiced  in  thia  conanlato,  amounted  to  $4,843,016  Meiican. 

The  following  imports  of  tbe  colony  are  of  interest  to  the  United  States : 


Articles. 

QuMtity. 

gj. 

All  of  these  items  show  a: 


DUTCH  IXDIA. 


The  total  imports  into  Dutch  India  in  lS9o,  according  to  official 
returns,  were  *«8,308,000,  and  the  exports  $95,000,000,  Ho  later  tig- 
urea  for  the  total  trade  are  available,  but  the  following  table  has  been 
compiled  from  statistica  of  the  several  governmenta  represented,  show- 
ing the  trade  of  the  principal  countries  with  Dutch  India  in  the  last 
years  for  which  they  have  been  published : 
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A  British  forei^  office  report  (aoDual  series  2005)  gives  the  follow- 
ing table  of  the  principal  imports  into  and  exports  from  Java  (inclad- 
ing  Madnra)  in  Uie  year  ISO? : 
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United  States  Conanl  Everett,  of  Batavia,  notes  an  improvement  in 
the  sngar  industry.  Cofl'eo,  however,  is  safTeriDg  from  Brazilian  com- 
petition. The  oil  trade  is  in  a  depressed  condition,  owing  to  the 
declining  supply.  There  is  mach  undeveloped  ground,  but  capital  Is 
lacking,  and  the  cotiatil  thinks  that  there  is  an  opening  for  Amtricau 
enterprise. 

FREXCH   IXDO-CIimA. 

According  to  French  official  statistics,  the  commerce  of  the  French 
possessions  in  Asia,  in  1806,  was: 
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A  British  Foreign  Office  report  (20C0,  anntuil  seriea)  gives  tbe  follow- 
iug  details  of  trade  iu  Gochiu  China  in  1897 : 

Tho  exiiort  of  rice  waa  693,000  tons,  an  iDCtease  over  that  of  1896.  Oth«i  piodaets 
exported  voro  fisb,  22,4tJ0  tous^  salt,  15,000  tons;  bides,  2,690  toaa;  copra,  1,940 
tons;  cotton,  4,600  tons,  etc. 

Tlie  foreign  trade  is  largely  with  Frauce.  Cotton  goods  and  wine  are 
imported  from  that  coantry  to  the  annual  value  of  some  $31,000  each. 

The  area  and  populAtioa  of  the  several  colouiea,  etc.,  are  given  by 
the  Statesman's  Year  Book  as  follows : 
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JAPAN. 

Oonsnl-General  Gowey,  of  Yokohama,  gives  the  imports  in  1897  as 
$100,650,000,  and  the  exports  as  $79,094,000.  Imports  of  merchaudise 
for  t1ie  first  seven  months  of  1898,'  according  to  Japanese  ofEicinI  returns, 
were  $88,182,852,  and  exports,  $40,930,018.  The  priocipal  imports  and 
exports  for  tho  period  were: 

lUPOEIS. 
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Tlie  trade  with  tlio  priuci)>al  oouiitries,  in  1807,  is  stated  by  OouswI- 
General  Gowey  as  follows: 
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A  Bi-itlsli  Foroign  OfBuo  i'e]>ort  (Xo.  2100,  annual  series)  says  that  as 
compared  witli  l&'M,  Great  Britain's  itu])ortfi  into  Japan  increased  by 
about  5  i)er  cent;  Britisli  India  and  Hongkong  also  sbotvasatiHractory 
iniproveiueitt;  imports  fromBritialiAmericaaLidAastraliabavo  likewise 
grown.  Germany  has  only  8  per  cent  of  tlie  imjiort  trade,  as  compared 
■with  10  per  cent  in  tbo  previous  year.  Tlie  United  States  Las  acquired 
a  very  largely  increased  share  of  botb  tlio  import  and  export  trade,  the 
values  having  risen  to  no  less  than  57  aud  55  per  cent,  re8i>ectively. 

The  following  extracts  nre  from  the  annual  rei>ort  of  Consul  Lyon,  of 
niogo : 

In  the  y«ar  ending  December  31  IsHt,  the  Ignited  Rtaten  oKcecileil  iiU  otber  <^onD- 
triea  in  exp»rta  to  nnd  Imports  from  Japan,  of  the  commtHlUies  nnmeil  iti  tbo  fullow- 
iii^  tables.  Tba  declared  valnea  of  the  aaiue  nnt  stated,  tiigether  with  those  of  tbe 
ebior  compotitora  for  fhio  foruigii  triidu. 

F.ipoTia  from  fvre'iQa  coanlriea  to  Japan, 
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jorta  into  foreign  comitrieii  from  Japan. 


-     ArtJclwS 
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Ma.M3 
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nJS 

eM,13T 

1 

1 

Jiuiltcoif  locijmolirM.— Knfrlftiifl  started  the  raitiruf  syHtem  of  Japan,  and  was  tlms 
eivea  a  natural  precedeuce  in  the  railway  develnpmont  of  the  country :  but,  as  may 
lie  Been  l>y  the  foregoing  table,  she  baa  not  maintained  her  lead.  The  United  States 
has  proved  its  ability  duriug  the  laat  three  yeara  to  compete  with  and  outdistance 
its  great  rival.  In  1895,  England  exported  locomotives  to  Japan  valued  at  $380,935, 
against  $112,185  worth  from  the  United  Btntei.  This  year,  eiportationa  of  locomo- 
tives to  thia  country  atand  thua:  Great  Britain,  $899,130;  United  States,  £1,191,906. 

This  is  a  tield  ot  industry  which  hna  been  properly  worked,  and  in  which  the 
superior  merits  of  American  locomotives  have  heen  recognized,  or  uo  such  teanlta 
eould  have  been  obtained. 

Ilaitroad  troN. — The  contest  for  anpplyitig  Japan  liea  between  England  and  the 
United  States,  and  it  ra  likely  that  it  wilt  continue.  In  1895,  Great  liritaiu  fnrniahed 
nearly  all  the  railroad  iron  imported  into  this  country^  a  very  small  qiiautity  liaviiig 
been  exported  from  Belgium  and  Germany;  the  United  States  supplied  none.  Jn 
1896,  the  UaJteil  States  exported  only  a  little  more  than  one-aixtUasmiiuh  of  railroad 
iron  to  tUis  oountiy  as  England  did;  but  in  1897,  a  very  notable  increase  took  place 
from  the  United  Status  in  such  sbipiueata,  and  exportatious  &om  the  two  cuuntrtes 
Rtood  tbna;  Groat  Britain,  $810,110;  United  States,  $615,018. 

At  this  rate,  another  year  will  show  the  United  States  to  have  left  its  competitor 
In  this  export  far  behind. 

Iron — bar  and  rod,  plate,  ihni,  and  pij.— During  1895-90  the  United  States  exported 
none  of  tbe  above-named  manufacturea  to  Japan.  The  followlug  tabic,  however, 
ahowa  ourcouutry  to  have  been  one  of  the  principal  Bipurfera  in  this  line  in  1897: 


ConntriH. 

In>D.b>>r 
■ndrod. 

ISS'-.K 

Pig  l™. 

ITM,GOe 
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M(B,MJ 
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Iron  naili,  boJt»,  aitd  tcreKi. — In  1895,  the  United  States  exported  to  Japan  but  $33 
worth  of  Iron  bolts  and  screws  and  $2,3:il  worth  of  iron  naila,  against  which  we 
exported  laflt  year  iron  boltti  and  screws  valued  at  $5,262  and  iron  naila  valued  at 
$469,689.  Germany  was  tbe  largest  shipper  of  nails  to  Japan  in  1896,  aeading  an 
amount  equal  to  $169,485,  ngainat  $116, t60  worth  from  the  United  States;  but  laat 
year,  a»  abown  by  apreceding  tiible,  these  two  countries  changed  placea,  the  United 
Btn.tes  having  shipped  a  large  amount,  while  Germany  dropped  to  less  tliaa  one-b'alf 
bet  former  export, 

Colton-$pianing  maokiners. — The  United  States  dues  not  materially  Ijeln  to  snpply 
tbe  vast  quantity  of  spinning  machinery  required  In  Japan.  Thia  flelil  ia  one  iu 
which  England  seems  to  have  always  bad  a  monopoly.  Her  exports  here  of  such 
macliinery  during  the  last  year  amounted  to  $2,632,509,  against  $4,657  worth  ttom 
the  United  Stat«s  and  bnt  little  from  any  other  country. 
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This  Btnto  of  offAiTs  abonld  be  looked'  into  cimfDUr  by  enterpriaiDK  American 
mannfiictnrerB  of  macblnerr,  as  eottoD  Rplnninic  in  Japan  is  rapidly  on  tbe  inrrUHo, 
involving  a  britli  dumand  for  equipment. 

Japaueae  agenciM  fur  tli«  pnrcbMe  of  spinning  inaoliinerf  are  eBtablished  in  Xeir 
York.  Uaaka  is  tlie  ohkf  cotton  spinning  and  weaving  district,  and  mannfactures 
iiumenBe  qnantitiea  of  cotton  <;1utb,  not  only  for  home  use,  but  for  sxport  tu  Cbina, 
Korea,  and  Hongkong. 

Ditnamo  electrie  machiKtrg. — The  United  States  is  well  ahead  in  this  export  and 
should  strivB  to  maintain  its  load,  aa  there  is  no  donbt  that  with  the  opening  iip  of 
Japan  coDseqnent  upon  the  operation  of  the  new  treaties  in  189D,  the  demand  foe 
thia  machinery  will  be  greiitly  etlmtilatml,  as  will  also  be  the  case  with  many  other 
foreign  inventions  and  productions. 

The  following  table  namps  the  principal  conntriei  exporting  this  machinery  and 
the  value  exported  from  each,  during  the  last  three  years : 


M,H&  I      W,«U  I 
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lew. 
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JToar.—Flonr  is  a  fn^wind  import  into  this  conntry,  and  the  United  Btates  sapplies 
most  of  it,  a  very  small  <| nan tity  being  shipped  tiora  British  America  and  China. 
The  United  States  more  than  donbled  ila  export  of  (loar  to  Jiipan  iu  1896;  but  during 
the  lust  year,  the  exports  of  thia  article  gained  unly  abont  17  per  cent,  in  conaeqnenco 
of  ita  enhanced  value  at  home,  cheapness  bein|{  an  indiapensable  condition  to  ready 
sale  la  this  country.  When  the  price  of  flour  in  the  United  Status  a^ain  beoumee 
nornial,  It  will  do  doubt  soon  be  much  more  extenaively  exportfd  to  this  country. 

Rate  collon.—Sinoe  1895,  British  India  has  gained  largely  in  tlic  exportation  of  raw 
cotton  to  Japan,  having  more  than  trebled  ita  sliipmenta  in  three  years,  while  China 
has  fallen  behind  about  50  per  cent. 

The  United  Stat<^a  gained  more  than  80  per  cent  in  1896  over  the  preceding  ^ear 
and  more  than  70  per  cent  in  the  year  under  review.  In  commenting  on  the  incieased 
import  here  of  American  cotton,  the  annual  report  of  the  fureign  chamber  of  rora- 
nierce  at  Kobe  stiites  that  from  October  to  December  laat,  120,000  bales  were  con- 
tracted for,  and  that  in  consequence  spinners  would,  in  the  nesr  future,  be  using 
40  per  cent  of  American  cotton  ngainat  12  to  15  per  cent  in  former  years.  It  trait  also 
stated  in  the  report  that  the  working  of  American  cotton  both  reduced  tlia  running 
ezpcnaee  of  the  mills,  and  increased  their  capacity  to  turn  out  the  liulshed  product. 
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A  British  Foreign  OfBoe  report  iauDual  seriea  2189)  on  the  trade  of 
Osaka  and  Hiogoin  1897,  has  the  followiBg  addittODal  details,  the  Talaes 
being  stated  in  United  States  correocy; 

To  the  Eaglisli  tuauafkctarui,  by  fat  tUe  moet  aatiafiiototf  feutate  In  last  year's 
tr&do  viaa  tLii  iin}>roveiiieDt  in  tlie  import  of  metala,  mivcliiDety,  and  railway  lua- 
terinl,  TLie  macUiucTy  imparts  it>  ISUT  and  IS96,%ompiiTed,  w«re  aitptoximalely  as 
follows : 


^i)iDli>K  But  vc*riug  Ur 

Elitclrirol.  minini;,  Impr- 
DiakinE,  priullDg.  aBwIoe. 
and  oDkt  machiu*  toolg. 

Rt^mTMBBls 

StMii  boilna,  uginu,  ud 
'H^Uticaniiil  BttlugH 


ImplementH  for  farmeni  m 
All  otbct  iDMblaai-y 


Toul '   s,S39.a: 


PnetksU.v  nU  Brilinh. 


nulled  StBtea,  G 
BrlLi^  80  par  < 


per  tcnti    Uritish,  43  par 

3Dt;    United  SUtoB.  U  p«T 
itiiw,  i.  per  cOBt. 
i  United  SUtei>.13tMrc«Dt: 
centi    French,   i  por  cenlj 

apt;    United  Stiitcs.  3£  por 


ComprlHiDG  chiefly:  MiiulUoiu  of  war,  tKl.T30i 
Hlpiitian  and  munli-kl  JoHtrunients.  KU.SM; 
favliug   pltow    end    ]wrt^    m,33t;     field 


WliiJB  the  flgnroH  are  approximately  correct  for  tbis  port,  tUa  percentnceii  of  the 
articles  impor1e<t  from  the  diETerent  coQiitries  nre  calculated  on  the  totAl  ngnros  for 


Consul  Lyon,  in  the  report  previonsly  qiiote<l,  continnea: 

Nothing  Berres  better  to  illuatrato  the  ptogFesBire  spirit  of  the  Japanese  than  tlieir 
grent  nniiL'ty  for  the  iutrodiictinn  of  furuigii  capital  for  bnaLiieBS  parposea.  Tl>e 
eB'orts  in  this  iliroctiou  1)y  tbo  hiisiness  cIbsscb  ore  strongly  supplemented  bjr  the 
vemaciilar  press  and  hy  the  Japanese  chnmhers  of  commerce  in  Kobe  and  claewhent. 

The  foreign  and  Japaneso  chnmhers  of  commcrco  lately  held  as  Infornu^  Joint 
meeting  in  reliition  to  tbia  Biiliject,  at  which  time  it  was  plainly  pointed  ont  by  tlw 
foreign  chiimbor  that  the  capital  souKhl,  being  necessarily  timid,  required  to  be 
properly  safeguarded  liy  a  more  liberal  display  iipou  the  part  of  the  Government, 
Bucli  ns,  for  instance,  ttie  equalization  of  foreigners  with  Japanese  in  reanrd  to  the 
holding  of  shares  In  stock  coinpanicB  and  in  reference  to  the  owuersliip  ofland. 

Japanese  buaincss  people  nro  slow,  uietliodical,  and  cantioiis  in  their  deulinga,  and 
it  is  characteristic  oC  them  to  protect  tliemselres  at  every  point.  Basinetis  must  be 
done  ciirefiilly  with  tliem,  as  well  as  with  others:  their  responsibility  must  be 
thorou)Thly  investigated,  and  also  their  general  biiaiiicsn  repntation.  There  nro 
mercantile  agencies  in  this  country  trhich  fnrnish  liuancial  ratings,  and  some  of  the 
reprcHontative  Japanese  honses  have  branches  in  one  or  inoro  of  the  leading  Ameri- 

The  Japanese  have  no  prejudice  ngainst  American  goods  oi  inanufactnreB;  on  the 
contrary,  their  Bnperiority  is  freely  admitted  in  many  lines.  As  an  illustration, 
there  was  recently  made  at  Tokyo,  by  the  autbnritiesof  tholocomotivu  department, 
acriCiea)  test  of  English  nod  Amorieiio  locomotives,  and  it  resulted  in  favor  of  those 
made  in  America.  Tho  American  locomotives  wuro  prononnced  superior  in  all 
respects,  and  it  was  especially  noted  that  tliey  worked  more  economically.  Tests 
have  n1so  been  made  of  American  machinery  and  ninny  other  m  an  nfactu  res' from  onr 
country,  and  in  regard  to  their  qunlity  the  results  have  proved  most  Batisfactory. 
Tho  chief  dtffionlty  in  tho  way  of  the  greater  introduetiuu  hero  of  American  goods 
lies  ill  the  fact  that  onr  merchants  and  mnnnfacturcrs  are  not  putting  forth  the  same 
degree  of  oH'urC  for  the  Japanese  markets,  as  exporters  from  other  foreign  countrioe. 
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Tbe  imports  in  1897,  according  to  Gooaal-Geiieral  Allen,  of  Seonl, 
were,  in  round  nnmbera,  95,000,000,  and  the  exports  (inclnding  gold) 
were  95,504,600.    He  says: 

Despite  tbo  Japan-Chtna  ir»r, 

iiu;i«Medft«m9S,OO0,00O(inKmai .  ,.     ,  .    __    _._      _  ,.      __ 

tli0  war— and  M,000,(IOO{ik  1896,  mkiDtuniDg  tbia  ftgnre  for  1896,  but  jniopiug  to  ueuly 
911,000,000  in  1897.  This  Inereose  u  accounted  for  hy  the  fhot  that  dnriou  the  ;enn 
of  the  war  and  conieqaent  ocoapation  of  Korean  terrltorj  by  Japauoso  trooni,  the 
latter  ipent  large  amoiinta  of  mosey  here,  which  famished  ttie  Koreans  a  pnrebaslng 
loedinm.  Then  the  Marcity  of  rioe  in  Japan  at  a  time  when  tbe  Korean  harvests 
vero  good,  together  with  tbg  latge  tadux  of  Chineeo  mercbanti  aftor  tho  war  and 
tlie  iiuprecedeotcd  expenditure  of  money  by  tbo  Korean  Government  ia  1807  for 
public  works,  cansed  a  great  increase  lu  trade  for  last  year. 

United  Stato.i  trade  with  Korea  is  chiefly  in  IcerosenD,  macliiiieiy,  flonr,  provisions, 
anti  bonsehold  and  parsonal  articles.  The  imnoit  of  American  kerosene  amounted 
in  1897  to923a,38e.  Of  maohinery.mostlyfor  the  useof  tbe  minesand  raittoada,  we 
importiMl  to  the  amount  of  about  $100,000,  and  tbe  ligures  for  tho  present  year  will 
greatly  eiceod  those  for  1S97.  Of  flour,  tbe  total  import  for  1897  was  $24,000.  Ai 
mnch  flour  wBa  imported  under  tho  head  of  provisions  and  not  separately  named,  tbe 
omonnt  ao  imported  will  probably  eover  the  import  from  Japan;  so  that  I  regard 
ttie  aboT*  figure  as  raagnly  representing  the  imnort  of  American  donr  alone.     Of 

Srovisians,  honsebald  supplies,  and  small  manufactures,  tbe  import  from  tbe  Uulted 
tates  may  ho  raughly  estimated  at  $25,000,  with  the  prospect  of  n  steady  increase. 
_-.-..,     ..,,...,       ...         fhoU^nitcd  States  to  Kore.!  for 

Mr.  Allen  speaks  of  the  growing  importance  of  tlio  iiorts  opened  to 
trade  last  autumn — Ghenampo  and  Mokpo.  A  concf  ssion  for  a  railroad 
to  connect  Seoul  and  Fnsan  baa  been  granted  to  a  syndicate  of  Japanese 
capitalists.  Mncb  of  the  eqaipment,  it  is  said,  will  bo  purchased  iu  tbe 
United  States,  'fbe  railroad  ftom  Seonl  to  Chemulpo  is  being  bnilt  by 
Americana.  Tbo  constructor  of  this  road  is  also  building  trolley 
electric  street  railways  in  the  city  of  Seoul.  Americans  are  o^wrating 
tbe  principal  gold  mines  of  Korea. 

The  Korean  GoTernment  has  annoauced  its  intontiou  to  shortly  open 
to  foreign  trade  four  new  ports,  as  follows :  Sungcbiu,  on  the  northeast 
coast  near  tbe  Kussian  frontier  and  iu  tbe  province  of  Ham  Kyung; 
Eahnsan,  in  tbe  J^orth  Culla  ProTince,  on  the  southwest  coast,  about 
midway  betireen  Chemulpo  and  Uokpo;  Mssampo,  in  the  Soath  Kyung 
Sang  Province,  ou  tbe  south  coast,  near  to  Fusaii ;  and  tbe  northern 
capital,  Pengyang. 


A  British  Foreign  Office  report  (annual  series,  Xo.  21Sfl)  gives  tbe 
value  of  imports  into  ports  on  tbe  Persian  Gulf  in  1897  as  $14,4'J4,30((, 
and  the  exports  as  910,497,041.  The  chief  articles  of  import  were 
cottoti  goods,  94,559,424;  arms  and  ammunition,  9885,21G;  grain  and 
pulse,  91,388,412;  pearls,  91,440,810;  tea,  9494,430;  metals,  9239,918; 
sugar,  indigo,  spices,  dates,  and  coffee  were  also  important  items, 
ludia  sends  the  largest  proportion  of  the  imports,  95,635,407,  England 
following  with  94,195,896. 

The  Statesman's  Year-Book,  1898,  estimates  the  vidue  of  the  total 
trade  of  Persia  in  1896-97  as  936,498,760. 

The  United  States  minister  resident  and  consul-general.  Mr.  Hardy, 
says: 

Of  tbe  total  foreign  trade  of  Pcreio,  ettimatod  on  tbo  bnnis  of  rptiim><  fVom  tlio 
fallowing  places,  about  27  per  cent  of  the  imports  como  vi.i  Dnnliire,  IK  |i«r  cent 
vU  Lingab  (un  the  I'ersinn  GulO,  IS  per  cent  via  Itondor  Abbas,  1)  p^i"  *^<")t  via 


CQMMEBCIAL   EELATI0N8. 

neb,  ii  per  ci-nt  via  Mealied,  9  per  cent  from  Tiibriz,  nnd  18  per  cent  from 
II  other  words,  of  the  total  valne  of  exporta  and  imports,  about  two-thirda 

Bian;  this  is  also  true  t 

Mr.  Hardy  urges  tLe  openiog  of  »n  agency  iu  Teheran  as  the  best 
and  almost  tbe  ouly  means  of  extending  American  trade.  He  thinks 
there  would  be  an  opening  for  petrolenm  heaters,  coal  stoves  of  an 
inexpensive  variety,  sewing  machine?,  knitting  machines  for  socks, 
shoes  of  a  certain  make,  canned  goods,  leather,  photographs,  drugs, 
clocks  and  watches,  safes,  harness,  wall  paper,  stationery,  cotton  goods, 
locks,  door  and  window  fasteners,  air-motor  pumps,  and  carriages.  The 
8X>ecial  needs  of  tbe  market,  he  says,  mast  be  studied. 

PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 

The  following  statistics  in  regard  to  the  imports  and  exports  of  the 
Philippine  Islands  have  been  compiled  from  official  publications  of  the  ' 
various  countries  mentioned.  In  the  first  table,  in  which  an  effort  has 
been  made  to  show  the  trade  by  countries  of  origin  and  destination^ 
the  figurea  for  1897  are  given,  except  iu  the  case  of  France,  (Germany, 
Spain,  Belgium,  India,  the  Straits  Settlements,  and  Victoria.  For 
tliese  countries,  the  latest  figures  available  relate  to  1896: 
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The  average  value  of  the  trade  of  the  Philippines  is  greater  than 
indicated  in  the  above  table,  liaving  suffered  in  the  past  lew  years  on 
account  of  political  conditions.  Great  Britain  inqiorted  from  the 
rhili|jpiues  iu  1893  to  the  value  of  $10,607,000,  aud  exported  nearly 
$],.50U,(M)0  more  than  tbe  sbipinents  in  1897.  France  imports  three 
tiini's  as  much  as  she  did  in  1393,  but  her  exports  have  diminished  iu 
an  even  larger  proportion,  from  over  $^,000,000  to  $350,000.  China 
iinjiorts  more  than  twice  as  much,  but  ex]>orts  considerably  less  than  in 
1893;  and  United  States  commorco,  which  was  $9,314,335  iu  1893,  fell  to 
94,478,337  in  1897.  Uur  trade  in  the  calendar  year  1S9S  was:  Imports 
from  Philippines,  $4,099,o25;  exports  to  Philippines,  ¥147,846. 

The  following  statements  show  the  princtpal  articles  of  import  and 
esitort : 

Prineipal  iMporli/rom  rhilippintt. 


CouDtrlas. 

»,«»(.  314 

7«.TM 

t,M5 

Tobacco. 

(71«,7«7 

S5S 

ai,)7T 

2,SS3:iS0 

Coroaniita 

nnd  copro. 

Su«w. 

1,7B7.198 

- 

413,  TM 

2,70i,<ai 

8,7)5.177 

3,Ui,U2 

^009. «. 

4,  SKI.  lit 

ASIA:    PHILIPPINE  INLANDS  AND   8IAU. 


141 


It  must  not  be  inferred  from  tbe  absence  of  stAtistics  in  regard  to 
some  of  the  above  articles  that  there  are  no  imports  into  the  countries 
mentioned.  Tbey  are  either  covered  in  the  general  beading, "  All  other 
imports,"  or  are  classified  in  some  other  way. 

PriHeipal  txport»  io  PkilippiKt*. 
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The  chief  products  of  tbe  island  are  sagar,  rice,  hemp,  coffee  (reduced 
of  late  years),  tobacco,  cocoa,  bamboo,  baskets,  hard  woods,  mangoes, 
bananas,  pineapples,  cotton,  etc.  Gold,  coal,  copper,  lead,  and  iron  are 
found. 

Consul  Williams  writes  from  Manila,  under  date  of  October  10, 1S98, 
that  during  the  quarter  ended  September  30, 1898,  the  declared  exports 
from  that  consular  district  to  the  United  States  was:  Hemp,  4,000  bales, 
(57,503.35;  hats,  19,803,  at  20  cents,  (3,060.60;  cigars,  Si  cases, 
(1,329.92;  grass  cloth,  (166.41;  total,  (62,950.27. 

8L.V3I. 

A  British  Foreign  OfBce  report  (2100,  annual  series)  gives  tho  total 
valae  of  the  imports  into  the  port  of  Bangkok  in  1897  as  £2,485,U0O 
((13,093,253),  and  of  tbe  exports  ns  £3,-.'03,000  ((10,720,900).  There 
was  a  large  increase  in  both  imports  and  exports — the  first  amounting 
to  13  per  cent— over  189C.  Tbe  chief  articles  of  import  and  export  aro 
stated  below: 
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A  large  proportion  of  the  trade  is  with  Hongkong  and  Singapore. 
The  Talae  of  the  direct  trade  with  Europe  in  1897  was:  Imports, 
(1,373,000;  exports,  (1,440,000. 
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Consol-Generol  Pratt,  of  Singapore,  gives  the  imports  in  1897  as 
*95,G8],799,  and  the  exports  as  $83,118,757.  The  figures  for  1896  were: 
Imports,  198,395,038}  exports,  $85,183,883.  The  chief  arti<clee  of  export 
are  gambler,  gutta-percha,  coCfee,  hide»,  rattaus,  sago  flour,  pepper,  tin, 
tupioca,  copra,  nutmegs,  gums,  mother-of-pearl,  etc.  Imports  consist 
principally  of  cotton  goods,  provisions,  coal,  rice,  hardware,  and  cutlery, 
bandkercbiefs,  twist,  paper,  liquor,  flour,  petroleum,  tobaoco,  eto. 

The  value  of  tlie  imports  in  the  first  six  mouthsof  1898  vas  $17^813,302, 
and  of  exports,  $42,596,805.  Both  imports  and  exports  show  an  increase, 
as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  1897. 

Imports  from  the  United  States  in  1897  were  valued  at  $1,180,000; 
flour  was  valued  at  $893,000,  petroleum  at  $48,000,  machinery  at 
908,000,  and  carriages  at  $8,900,  In  the  annual  report  for  last  year, 
Mr.  Pratt  estimated  that  Great  Britain  had  over  12  per  cent  of  the 
trade;  British  possessions,  20  per  cent;  Dutch  India,  17  per  cent;  the 
TJniteu  States,  1  per  cent;  France,  3.3  per  cent;  Germany,  2.5  per 
cent,  etc. 

TTTRKEY  LN'  ASIA. 

ASIA  MFNOR. 

Consul  Jewett,  of  Slvas,  estimates  the  imports  at  that  plaoe  for  the 
fiscal  year  1897-98  as  $809,500,  and  the  exports  at  $763,000.  The 
imports  at  Saiasonu  in  1897  are  estimated  at  $3,199,400,  of  which 
the  United  States  sent  $5,000.  Exports  were  $4,111,400,  of  which 
$12,700  went  to  the  United  States.  The  feature  of  the  import  trade, 
he  B»ys,  is  the  competition  of  Germany,  which  is  seriously  injuring  the 
English  exporta  to  Turkey.  Cotton  goods  are  generally  known  as 
"Manchester  goods,"  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  unbleached  cot- 
ton sheetings  are  universally  called  "American  cloth."  One  special 
variety  of  sheeting  has  a  large  sale  all  over  Asia  Minor,  and  the  demand 
is  increasing  as  its  superior  quality  becomes  recognized.  A  British 
consul  reports  that  $12,000  worth  was  sold  at  Angora  last  year.  Cheap 
grades  of  cutlery,  lamps,  clocks,  and  some  silver  plated  and  enameled 
waro  might  find  a  market. 

Consul  Madden,  of  Smyrna,  estimates  the  imports  at  $11,257,000,  of 
which  cotton  goods  represented  nearly  half;  petroleum,  $332,000;  sugar, 
$038,000 ;  woolengoods, $339,000 ;  lumber,  $243,000 ;  glassware, $218,000; 
iron,  $175,000,  etc.  Germany,  says  Mr,  Madden,  is  rapidly  superseding 
all  other  nations  in  siipplyingTurkoy  with  manufactured  products,  except 
ninslins,  calicoes,  and  agricultural  implements.  Sho  has  accomplished 
this  by  furnishing  "shoddy"  goods  at  ruinous  prices,  and  by  giving 
credits  of  from  four  to  six  months.  The  United  States  still  leads  iu 
plows,  harrows,  reapers,  and  binders.  Farmers  object  to  our  thrashing 
machine  for  the  reason  that  it  breaks  np  the  straw  too  much.  More 
American  plows  have  been  sold  this  season  than  daring  any  preceding 
year.  Food  snpplies  are  mostly  produced  in  the  country,  except  sugar, 
which  comes  from  Qermany,  and  rice,  which  is  supplied  by  India. 
American  liog  i)rodacts  are  prohibited  entrance,  bat  the  consul  thinks 
many  hams  find  their  way  in  under  English  brands.  On  account 
of  an  edict  by  the  Sultan  forbidding  the  cutting  of  timber,  there  is  an 
opening  for  petroleum  stoves. 
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CoDSal  Washington,  of  Alexandretta.  estimates  the  importa  for  the 
fiscal  year  1897-98  as  «8,819,750,  of  which  *i,837,000  came  from  Eng- 
land, *411,800  from  Frauce,  •297,800  from  Italy,  t753,900  from  Austria, 
4300,000  from  Enssia,  $245,000  from  Belgium,  ?185,400  from  Germany, 
and  tha  rest  from  Turkey  and  Egypt.  The  exports  were  $4,712,615,  of 
of  which  1328,000  went  to  England,  $1,040,000  to  France,  |317,000  to 
Italy,  ♦lSo,000  to  Germany,  $1,552,000  to  Turkey,  $463,000  to  the 
United  States,  etc 

Imports  at  Beirut,  says  Consul  Bavndal,  daring  the  fiacal  year 
1897-98,  were  valued  at  $8,258,300,  and  exiwrts  at  $5,164,200.  Of 
the  imports,  $3,041,500  was  in  Manchester  goods,  $392,000  in  other 
oottona,  $488,000  in  sUks,  $330,000  in  woolens,  etc.  The  exports  con- 
sisted mainly  of  raw  silk  ($709,000),  wool  ($179,000),  soap,  tobacco, 
cotton  goods,  etc.  Imports  from  the  United  States  were  valued  at 
$47,640,  and  exports  at  $106,733.  Sewing  muchiues  figured  for  $43,000 
among  the  imports. 

Mr.  Ravndal  says  that  although  local  trade  with  the  United  States 
is  growing,  outsitle  of  eewiog  machines,  the  imports  arc  not  of  great 
in)]>ortance.  This  is  not  due  to  a  laok  of  appreciation  of  the  excellence 
ol  AmericHu  goods,  but  to  the  higher  prices,  which  are  the  result 
of  the  cost  of  tran^rtation  and  transshipment.  With  direct  steam- 
shi])  facilities,  many  lines  of  American  products  would  find  ready  sale  in 
Syria;  especially  hardware,  tools,  pumjtSj  com  shellcrs,  fanning  mills, 
cotton  prints  and  drillings,  canned  provisions,  fiimiturc,  watches  and 
clocks,  leather  and  saddlery,  drugs  and  paints,  kerosene  and  flour. 

Palestine.— A  British  Foreign  Office  report  (annual  series.  No.  2050) 
gives  the  imports  in  1897  as  $1,492,215,  an  increase  of  $243,325  over 
the  preceding  year.  The  exports  were  $1,&0&,20$,  a  decrease  of 
$311,456  from  the  figures  for  1896.  Tho  share  of  the  various  coun- 
tries in  the  import  tr^o  is  stated  as  follows: 


Caaitrlca. 

,«.    1   ,BM. 
PtT  ct.    Per  tt. 

15.2 
12;  5 

sin 

1.3 

lis 

B.T 

United  States  Consul  Merrill,  of  Jerusalem,  says: 

A  GennKD  meicfaont  hero  ioiporta  American  tools,  lint  liuys  tbcm  iu  Hftmbarg, 
wbencfl  they  >re  r*ebipp«<l  to  Jaffa.  At  present,  tUe  aiuount  Is  limited,  but  ho 
iinures  me  that  tbey  are  faTorably  received  nnil  Ibat  tlioro  is  an  increasiiiK  ilemand 
for  them.  He  meutions  especially  macliiiiists',  CArpenten',  and  blacksmiths'  tools. 
He  aifio  importa  some  carriage  wheels  rnady  niade. 

Tbis  leads  me  to  remark  npoii  a  liranch  of  biisinees  wbicb  ongbt  to  be  in  Amoricni) 
hands,  namely,  carriu^^  and  carriage  snpplies.  Ten  years  ago,  there  wen  very  few 
catriaxes  in  Jerusalem,  bat  now  that  tho  Jaffa  road  is  in  good  condition,  and  tboroiKl 
to  Jericho,  tho  Dead  Sea^  and  tho  Jordan  is  opened  up — also  that  to  liethlehem  and 
Heliron— tJieTe  are  scores  of  carriajes,  and  the  number  is  constantly  increasing,  A 
oairiage  mod  has  recently  been  conatracted  from  Jernaalom  to  tha  top  of  tbc  MouuE 
of  Olives  (for  tiie  German  Emperor,  it  ia  said),  and  In  a  few  years  one  will  bo  built 
bettreen  Jerosulem  and  Kabloiis;  henoe  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  tbat  the  demand 
for  csTTiages  irill  increase.  The  carriages  shoold  be  made  in  the  United  States — at 
iMst  Uia  wheels  and  running  parts — and  shipped  in  tbat  form.    Some  good  workmen 
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Blioold  be  Hunt  hero  to  establlsli  repnlt  shops,  since  all  work  of  that  kind  U  done  In 

a  indo  manner  by  uatives. 

No  one  can  say  that  direct  comma iii cation  irith  New  York  bv  ateam  would  at  first 
be  a  paying  iavestment,  bnt  it  would  be  nel  corned  by  the  merohanta  of  thlscouutry; 
and  the  represrn  tali  res  of  the  United  States  In  this  part  of  the  worlil  see  reasons 
convincing  tbem  that  the  outcome  of  ancfa  aa  niiiiertaking  would,  in  time,  be  highly 
satiBfaotory. 

Only  a  fuw  years  ago,  there  was  no  direct  communication  by  steam  between  the 
United  States  aud  Egypt;  but  tlie  North  German  Lloyd  Company  made  the  experi- 
ment, and  now  the  steamerti  betweeu  New  York  and  Alexandria  are,  dnringtheseason 
of  travi'l,  frequentlv  crowded  with  paesengers.  The  snccess  of  the  enterprise  showed 
thut  a  certain  field  had  previously  been  nnoccnpied  which  was  ready  to  reward 
anyone  who  shonld  TentnTo  to  work  it. 

Our  vice'Cousnl  here,  who  was  bom  ia  New  Euffland,  but  has  lived  nearly  all  bin 
life  In  this  rountry,  ieof  tbeopiaion  that  if  a  purely  American  store  were  established 
in  Jemsaleu,  It  would  very  soon  create  a  considerable  demand  for  American  goods. 
He  believes  that  such  a  store  would  be  a  proBtabte  investment.  It  shomd  be 
stocked  with  a  variety  of  goods,  and  reference  always  had  to  tbeoctnal  and  possible 
needs  of  the  people.  Such  canned  goods  as  corned  beef,  ham,  tongue,  salmon,  lob- 
sters, oysters,  milk,  sweet  corn,  lard,  berries,  and  such  other  fruits  es  do  not  grow 
in  Palestine;  also  furniture  in  pieces  io  he  put  together  here,  window  frames, 
blinds,  doors,  etc.,  onsht  to  be  sent  hero  from  tbe  United  States.  This  is,  of 
course,  only  a  partial  list.  Personal  testimony  is  to  the  effect  that  English  pre- 
pared bam,  tongue,  fruits,  anil  some  other  goods  that  come  in  cans,  are  not  so  good 
aa  similar  articles  that  are  prepared  in  America.  80  much  fruit  ia  preserved  in  this 
country  for  winter  use,  that  the  introduction  of  American  glass  jars  woald  be  a 
blessing.  As  soon  as  tbe  people  become  accustomed  to  tbem,  there  wonld  no  donbt 
be  a  largo  demand.  Fifty  to  sixty  thousand  bottles  of  beer  are  imported  into 
Jemsalem  every  year,  and  a  large  part  of  this  trade  might  be  in  American  bonds.    . 

One  merchant  ventured  to  import  a  small  invoice  of  American-made  ladies'  sboes; 
they  were  taken  at  once,  and  there  is  a  call  for  more.  English  ladies  who  tried 
them  were  highly  pleased  with  them. 

In  every  case  when  I  introdnce  the  subject  of  American  goods  to  tbe  merohanta 
of  tuts  city,  it  is  admitted  that  in  general  they  are  saperior  to  those  of  the  same 
kinds  from  other  countries,  and  tbe  merchants  say  tbey  would  like  to  keep  them  for 
sale,  but  the  expense  of  getting  tbem  to  Jerusalem  is  the  great  barrier.  The  con- 
sul is  not  the  person  to  remove  this  barrier ;  this  should  be  done  by  action  taken  in 
the  United  St«tes.  Occasional  visits  to  this  const  of  American  steamers,  and  a 
central  store  with  branches,  as  suggested,  seems  to  be  one  way  of  securing  to  the 
tlnited  State*  its  share  of  tbe  trade  of  this  eoantry. 

AUSTEALASIA  AKD  POLYNESIA. 

According  to  United  States  Treasary  retams,  tlie  commerce  of  the 
United  States  witb  AaBtralasia  and  Polynesia  in  the  last  ten  calendar 
years  has  been : 
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AUSTRAIiASIA. 
NEW  HOUTH  WALES. 

Consul  Bell,  of  Sydney,  says  that  the  trade,  in  1897,  with  foreign  (i.  e., 
noil-British)  countries  was  I i8,171,488,  of  which  $21,141,953  was  with 
the  United  Stiites,  In  1896,  the  total  trade  was  $43,378,820,  and  the 
share  of  the  United  States  was  418,4(2,888,  Manufactured  goods  were 
iuiporteil  in  1897  as  follows:  United  States,  $6,9ttG,000;  Oermaiiy, 
$4.0«8,0II0;  France,  $97,900. 

Ofticiiil  statistics  of  New  South  Wales  show  tltnt  the  total  imports  in 
1897  were  $10j,818,87il  and  tlie  expcirts  $115,584,592.  Of  the  iuii>orta, 
$3li,77(>,141  came  from  Great  Britain,  $4f>,718,0<>0  from  other  Austra- 
lasian coloutes,  $5,42r>,Sli>  from  Oermauy  and  possessions,  $9,183,080 
from  the  United  States,  and  $1,172,827  from  France,  iiicluding  Kew 
Caledonia  and  Tahiti.  The  ex|K>rts  were  divided  as  follows:  Great 
Britaiu.  $42,474,812;  Australasian  colonies,  $39,778,771;  United  States, 
$11,981,323;  France  and  possessioua,  $8,175,720;  Germany  and  pos- 
sessions, $4,355,518. 

NEW  ZEALAND. 

CodsdI  Dillingham,  of  Auckland,  sends  figures  showing  that  the  total 
imports  in  1897  were  $39,200,743  and  the  exports  $48,747,690.  <.>f 
the  imports,  $26,124,759  came  from  the  United  Kingdom,  $3,051>,376 
from  the  United  States,  and  all  the  rest  (with  the  exception  of  about 
$3,000,000)  from  British  poesessions.  The  exiwrts  were:  To  United 
Kiiigdon,  $39,750,171;  to  United  States,  $1,825,405;  to  China,  $32,901; 
to  other  foreign  (non  British)  ports,  $57,297;  islands  iu  the  Pacific, 
$571,157,  and  the  balance  toother  colonies  of  Australasia,  The  total 
imiwrts  in  1896  were  $33,500,000  aud  the  exports  $45,900,000. 
Apparel  figured  for  $1,7<>1,673  in  the  imports,  cotton  goods  for 
$2,0)4,731,  drapery  for  $1,674,076,  woolens  for  $1,425,885,  hardware 
aud  ironmongery  for  $1,109,562,  steel  and  steel  rails  for  $1,790,872, 
iron  rails  and  railway  bolts  tor  $437,985,  and  iron — pig,  wrought,  wire, 
et«.— for  $2,574,379. 

The  increase  in  importti  into  Auckland  fVom  the  United  States,  says 
tbe  consul,  was  $112,167  over  1896.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the 
o  B — TOL  1 10 
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trade  betweea  tbe  Uaited  StateB  aod  New  Zealand  is  Bteadily  growing, 
tlie  imiwrta  coveriDg  many  new  articlea. 

QUEENSLAND. 

The  vonBiilar  agent  at  Brisbane,  Mr.  Wcatlierill,  reiJorts  the  imports 
in  1807  as  «2(i,4L'0,000,  of  wbicli  »12,173,!)83  came  from  tbe  United 
Kingdom,  $11,304,880  from  Auatralaaia,  *i,289,fi23  from  tlie  United 
States,  etc.  The  exports  were  valnod  at  $44,241,352,  over  a  tliird  going 
to  the  Uiiitc<l  Kiugdom  and  $27,471,.'(93  to  other  colonies  of  Australasia. 
The  United  States  ro«eived  bnt  $8,509.  Large  qaautitiesof  Queensland 
produce  are  eentTia  >>'ew  Soath  Wales,  and  appear  as  exports  fVom 
that' colony.  Among  tbe  principal  imports  were:  Manufactures  of 
metal,  including  machinery,  hardware,  etc.,  $4,185,190;  cotton,  woolen, 
Silk,  and  linen  goods,  $2,413,784;  clothing,  bats,  etc.,  $1,481,048;  acids, 
chemicals,  drugs,  etc.,  $875,970;  paper,  stationery,  ])rinting  materials, 
$856,504;  spirits,  wine  and  beer,  $1,158,227;  oils,  $4Uti,383;  tlonr  and 

train,  $2,788,505,  Tbe  exports  comprise  gold,  in  dust  and  bars, 
12,497,172;  preserved  meat,  $5,002,702;  wool,  greasy,  $7,659,871; 
wool,  clean,  $4,5i5,300;  live  stock,  $4,058,071. 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 

According  to  official  statistics,  the  imports  in  1890  (the  latest  year 
for  which  tbey  have  been  issued)  were:  South  Australia  proper, 
$34,844,140;  northern  territory,  $490,383;  exports,  $30,956,200  and 
$725,000,  respectively.  Of  tbe  imports  into  South  Australia  proper,  31 
per  cent  came  from  the  United  Kingdom,  55,08  per  cent  from  the 
Australasian  colonies,  and  13.91  per  cent  from  other  countriea.  Tbe 
proportion  of  tbe  total  exports  to  tbe  United  Kingdom  was  30.11  per 
cent;  to  AustTiilaisiau  colonies,  46.85  per  cent;  and  to  other  countries, 
23,04  per  cent.  Among  tbe  principal  articles  of  import  Agure  refined 
sugar,$l, 182,500;  baberdashery,$l,221,490;  apparel, $851,638 ;  macbiu- 
ery  and  tools,  $a37,305;  cohI  and  coke,  $1,177,693;  wool,  $2,905,300; 
silver  ore  and  silver  lead,  $8,270,030;  cotton  and  linen  )>iece  goods, 
$1,382,080;  woolen  piece  goods,  $783,500;  iron,  bar,  sheet,  etc, 
$1,133,895;  drugs,  $5:50,500. 

TASMANIA. 

Consul  Webster,  of  Hobart,  gives  tbe  imports  in  1897  as  $6,052,000, 
of  which  $1,931,000  came  from  the  United  Kingdom,  $4,524,000  from 
Australasian  colonies,  $08,000  from  Germauy,  and  $93,064  lH>m 
America,  The  imports  from  the  Australasian  colonies  mainly  consist 
of  liritisb,  American,  and  other  goods,  transshipped  there  or  purchased 
from  colonial  importers.  American  goods  are  chietly  obtained  through 
tbe  latter  soarce,  Toba«co  and  kerosene  alone  were  imported  to  the 
value  of  $23<),000,  and  as  these  items,  says  Mr,  Webster,  won  Id  be  almost 
exclnsivcly  American,  it  is  clear  that  the  statistics  give  no  idea  of  the 
country  of  origin. 

The  exports  for  1897  anmuuted  to  $8,379,000,  and  consisted  mostly  of 
fruit,  wool,  and  minerals.  The  mining  industry  is  developing,  though 
the  districts  where  it  is  carried  on  are  difBeutt  of  access,  American 
manufiictures,  especially  agricultural  uucbluery,  tools,  bicycles,  and 
shoes,  are  becoming  better  koown. 
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VICJTOBIA. 

Consal-Oeneral  Bray,  of  Melbourne,  aaya  that  both  imports  and 
exports  Bhowetl  a  aubBtantial  increase  in  1897,  the  trade  amounting  to 
$75,200,(K>0  for  imports  and  $81,400,000  for  exports,  against  ¥70,800,000 
and  $09,000,000  for  18%.  The  tnule  with  the  principal  countries  was 
as  follows : 


The  cliiof  articles  of  import  were  coal,  $1,112,000;  cotton  goods, 
$4,475,000;  books,  $822,000;  apparel  and  slops,  $S30,000;  bags  and 
sacks,  $832,000;  gold  (oxclnsive  of  specie),  $10,131,000;  haberdashery, 
$1,177,000;  hardware  and  ironmongery,  $730,000;  hides  and  8kin»>, 
$1,388,000;  hosiery,  $700,000;  iron  and  Bteel  (exclusive  of  rails,  wire 
netting,  etc.),  $2,G06,000;  machinery  (including  steam  engines  and  boil- 
ers), $1,024,000;  sheep,  $1,157,000;  oil  of  all  kinds,  $1,1()0,000;  paper, 
$1,318,000;  eilks,  $1,485,000;  spirits,  $1,217,000;  sugar  and  molasses, 
$3,823,000;  tea,  $1,330,000:  timber,  $1,223,000;  tobacco,  $988,000; 
wool,  $0,581,000;  woolen  goods,  $2,943,000. 

The  export  list  comprises  batter  and  chceee,  $4,401,000;  wheat, 
$1,098,000;  leather,  $1,803,000;  hay  and  straw,  $943,000;  wool, 
$19,465,000,  etc. 

The  principal  articles  imported  from  the  Uuited  States  were  bicycles, 
$30,000;  clocks,  $18,000;  barley,  $G5,000;  hardware  and  ironmongery 
$126,000;  iron  wire,  $08,000;  lamps,  $29,000;  agricultural  machinery, 
$70,000;  sewing  machines,  $30,000;  maizcna  and  com  flour,  $37,000; 
oil,  $775,000;  printing,  uncut,  $204,000;  timber,  $270,000;  tobacco, 
$600,000;  tools,  $84,000;  woodeu  ware,  $46,000.  Wool  was  exported 
to  the  Uuited  States  to  the  value  of  $2,042,000. 

While  the  exports  to  the  United  States,  says  Mr.  Bray,  show  a 
decrease  of  $442,000,  dne  to  the  bad  wool  season,  the  imports  have 
incjTca-sed  $346,000,  with  every  prospect  of  a  further  gain  in  1808.  The 
consumption  of  United  States  prodacts  in  Victoria  was  greater,  dur- 
ing 1897,  than  any  previous  year  since  1890.  This  imiwovemeut  in 
the  trade  of  the  two  countries  is  doubtless  due  to  the  recovery  of  the 
colony  from  the  effects  of  the  collapse  of  the  land  boom,  and  to  the 
reuewed  activity  of  American  business  houses  in  pushing  trade.  ICep- 
resentatives  of  United  States  manufacturers  in  Victoria  are  more 
numerous  and  better  equipped  than  of  recent  years,  and  splendid 
results  are  following  their  efforts.  The  geographical  positiou  of  the 
Anstraliiin  colonies  must  make  them  large  purchasers  of  onr  products, 
and  the  present  volume  of  trade  between  the  two  countries  will  nnques- 
tiouably  grow  to  vast  dimensions,  it  is  pleasing  to  note,  continues 
the  consul-general,  the  acceptance  by  the  Victorian  railway  commis- 
sioners of  the  tender  of  a  Pennsylvania  steel  company,  for  the  supply 
of  rails,  to  the  value  of  $500,000.  Other  American  tenders  for  the 
supply  of  engines,  etc,  have  also  been  saccesstnl  against  keen  foreign 
competition. 


COHUEBCI&L   BELATIONS. 


WESTERN  AUSTRAtlA. 


The  importa  in  1S96,  accordiiig  to  official  returns,  were  t3I,S99,185, 
and  tlie  exports  93,029,725.    The  trade  was  distribated  as  foIloTrs : 
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'  In  Consular  Reports  N'o.  219  (December,  1898)  appears  an  account 
of  the  exposition  to  be  held  at  Goolgardie  in  March,  1899,  under  the 
patronage  of  the  govenimeut  of  Western  Australia.  A  pamphlet 
accompanying  the  programme  of  the  exposition,  has  the  foUoTring 
description  of  the  resources  of  the  coautry: 

'  Gold.— In  1886  the  output  of  gold  was  302  ouqcbb,  ralueil  at  $5,581.  Id  1897,  the 
ontpnt  wiiH  671,993  ouDcea,  valnod  at  (12,182,445,  while  the  retnrnB  for  tlia  eight 
montha  of  this  year  eaclioK  Auiruflt  31,  are  637,069  ounooe,  worth  f  11,781,021.  The  . 
total  output  to'  date  ta  2,'2^9,G^  ounces,  or  69  tone  ti  cwt.  2  quarters  anil  25  poantla 
(avoirdupois)  of  gold,  valued  at  $42,156,148.  It  ia  estimated  that  the  yield  for  1S98 
will  be  fully  1,000.000  ounces. 

Westeru  AoHtralia  has  attained  the  leading  poaition  as  a  gold  proilucer  in  Austrul- 
aeia,  and,  as  hci  gre;it  auriferous  resources  are  further  developed  and  better  gold- 
saving  inethoda  are  adopted,  she  antioipates  taking  the  first  place  among  the  gold- 
pTodu<'ing  cuuntricB  of  the  world. 

Coal. — liurge  areas  of  carbouiferoUH  country  hare  been  diacuvered  in  the  colony, 
the  principal  of  which,  up  to  the  present,  are  situated  about  25  luilea  east  of  Kun- 
burj  nnd  eoniiected  by  a  brauch  line  with  the  SouthwL-atern  Kailway,  The  coal  has 
been  tested,  with  highly  satisfactory  results. 

TiBifttr.— There  are  over  20,000,000  acres  of  fore«t  land  in  Western  AostrgLlia,  or 
betwcpn  30,000  and  10,000  square  milis— the  area  of  Great  Britain.  The  matured 
and  marketiiblf  timber  in  these  foreats  is  estimat^'d  to  be  from  60,000,000  to  70,000,000 
loads,  valued  at  $583,980,000.  Jnrrah,  the  paving  wood  par  excellence,  occupies  an 
area  of  eonie  8,000,000  acres,  while  karri,  only  second  in  importauco  and  value, 
covers  1.200,000  acres. 

JgricHltare.—'Wef.taTa  Australia  contains  millions  of  acres  of  Innd  anitable  for 
cnltivation.  The  following  retuin^,  recently  issued  by  the  ngricoltunil  department, 
show  the  productivencas  of  the  soil:  Wlieat  averaged  in  1897,  10.44.  barlev  13.63, 
and  oats  17.41  bushels  to  the  acre;  while  potatoes  t^ave  3  tons  16  <^wt.  to  the  acre. 
8ome  ot  the  famis  havo  been  cnltivated  for  many  years  without  any  druHsiug  beyond 


ordinary  stable  manure.  The  aron  ofarnkle  laud  for  1897  was  65.CT  por  cent  great 
than  that  of  1896,  while  the  expuneiouof  agrictilture  this  year  promises  aetiiriarE 
percentage  over  VfJT.    The  rainfall  for  100  miles  or  more  Iron 


ciently  large  and  constant  to  inunre  aucceHsfiil  agricultural  operations;  so  that  for 
thirty  years  or  more,  nLile  the  scnsoua  have  varied,  a  lailure  has  nut  been  known. 
Large  nreas  of  laud  may  be  clo.ired  aC  a  couiparatnely  small  cost;  but  in  moet 
InstanrcH,  ns  in  some  of  the  lauds  of  the  aoiitbwfst  division,  tlie  heavier  the  cost  of 
clearing,  the  more  valuable  the  soil. 

POLYNESIA. 

UAWAII. 

According  to  a  British  Foreign  OflBce  report  (No.  2205,  annual  series) 
the  value  of  imports  into  Hawaii  in  the  first  nine  months  of  18!)8,  was 
$7,3tJ0,580,  against  85,98(1,257  iu  tlie  corresponding  period  of  1897, 
Imports  from  the  United  States  are  increasing.  The  United  States 
Treasury  returns  of  trade  with  Hawaii,  in  the  calendar  year  1898,  are: 
Imports  from  Hawaii,  $10,587,317;  exports  to  Hawaii,  *6,827,848. 
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A  British  Foreign  Office  report  (No.  2193,  annaal  series)  eays  that  the 
imports  into  the  Hawaiian  Islands  in  1897  showed  an  increase  in  almost 
every  article  on  the  list,  especially  in  provisions,  wearing  apparel,  hard- 
vare,  agricultural  implementa,  and  machinery.  There  was  also  an 
increase  in  exports,  due  mainly  to  an  increased  ontput  of  sugar,  of 
which,  according  to  the  customs  returns,  232,331  tons  were  exported, 
all  to  the  United  States,  during  the  year. 

Of  the  imports,  the  United  States  contributed  76.94  per  cent;  <ireat 
Britain,  Canada,  and  the  Colonies  together,  11.85  per  cent;  and  the 
balance  was  distribnted  abont  equally  between  Germany,  China,  Japan, 
and  other  countries.  Of  the  exports,  99.62  per  cent  went  to  the 
United  States,  and  sugar  represented  96  per  cent  of  the  total. 

The  report  assigns  as  the  reasons  why  the  United  States  has  such  a 
large  proportion  of  the  trade  (apart  from  the  difierence  in  tariiF  rates)  the 
adaptability  of  American  goods  for  the  Hawaiian  market,  the  reduced 
rates  of  transportation  and  consequently  cheaper  prices,  the  excellent 
packing  of  cotton,  etc.  The  following  articles  are  still  imported  from 
iSurope:  Cement,  crockery,  corrugated  iron,  oils,  paints,  bags  (tlioiigh 
most  of  these  now  come  ttom  India),  tin  plates,  twiue,  jute  manufac- 
tures, lire  bricks,  and  certain  kinds  of  brushes. 

The  machinery  osed  in  the  sugar  factories  is  largely  of  local  manu- 
facture, the  llonolnlu  Iron  Works  being  an  up-to-date  institution,  capa- 
ble of  turning  out  excellent  work.  TLe  plows  and  farm  implements, 
as  well  as  the  small  locomotives  on  some  of  the  estates,  come  almost 
invariably  from  the  United  States. 

Although  the  soil  of  the  islands  is  undoubtedly  rich  and  fertile,  the 
demand  made  upon  it  by  almost  continuous  harvests  without  any 
alternation  of  crops  renders  the  use  of  fertilizing  agent«  a  necessity. 
There  are  two  local  factories,  which  manufacture  lO.OOU  tons  per  annum. 
One  is  of  considerable  size,  making  its  own  sulphuric  acid  and  pro- 
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diiciDg  an  excellent  fertilizer.  There  is  alao  a  large  importation  of 
fertilizers  from  the  United  States  and  Enrope. 

Coal  for  Bt«amer  use  to  the  extent  of  70,000  tODS  was  imiiorted,  prin- 
cipally from  Britisli  Columbia,  Australia,  and  N'ew  Zealand.  Aboat 
700  tons  of  hard  coal  for  smithy  purposes  came  from  the  United  States. 

In  cotton  goods,  the  United  States  already  has  a  large  pro])ortion  of 
the  trade,  and  a  monopoly  of  boots  and  shoes,  felt  hats,  and  the  better 
class  of  straw  hata. 

The  sugar  industry  of  the  islands  prospered  in  1807,  all  the  planta- 
tions paying  dividends.  Intelligent  systems  of  cultivation  are  in  vogue. 
The  sugar  planters  have  formed  themselves  into  an  association  and 
have  established  a  laboratory  and  experimental  station,  from  which 
much  benefit  has  been  derived.  The  crop  for  the  year  was  the  largest 
yet  reached— 251,1  ae  tons  of  2,000  pounds.  The  1897-98  crop  will 
probably  be  under  this,  owing  to  the  dry  weather  last  year.  There  are 
50  sugar  plautations  on  the  islands. 

The  cullivation  of  coffee  is  extending,  but  up  to  the  present,  no  large 
estaten  have  been  opened,  the  area  planted  being  made  up  of  a  number 
of  small  holdings.  It  is  difhcult  to  obtain  exact  information  as  to  the 
area  under  cultivation,  but  the  following  figures  are  approximately 
correct : 

TreeB  over  3  years  old 550 

Treea  from  I  to  3  years  old  .,,,; 1,(B0 

Trees  nnder  1  year  old 400 

Total 3,000 

In  addition,  there  is  a  fair  area  of  what  is  known  as  wild  coffee — 
that  is,  cott'ee  which  has  not  been  scientidcally  planted  or  subjected  to 
the  more  approved  methods  of  pruning,  etc.,  but  which  has  been  allowed 
to  groT,  almost  entirely  wild. 

The  export  of  coffee  in  1S97  was  337,158  pounds,  or  nearly  double 
that  of  1890. 

FIJI. 

According  to  British  ofllcial  figures,  imports  into  Fiji  in  1897  were 
valued  at  $1,210,532  and  exports  at  $2,101,640,  sogar  representing 
$1,575,919  of  the  exports.  Over  90  per  cent  of  the  total  trade  of  the 
colony  was  transacted  with  Sew  South  Wales,  New  Zealand,  and 
Victoria.  Many  of  the  importations,  however,  are  of  German  origin, 
and  there  has  been  an  increase  in  prints,  glassware,  sewing  machines, 
and  enameled  ware. 

Imports  in  1896  were  valued  at  $1,178,500  and  exi>orts  at  $2,105,700. 

NEW  CALEDONIA. 

Imports  in  1897,  says  Commercial  Agent  Wolff,  of  Noumea,  were 
$1,67.1,000  and  exports  $1,359,000.  The  figures  for  189(1  were  $1,774,000 
and  $1,109,000,  respectively.  The  imports  from  the  United  States 
(chiefly  through  houses  at  London,  Bordeaux,  and  Sydney)  comprise 
lumber,  petroleum,  tobacco,  sewing  machines,  agricultural  implements 

grhich  find  a  steady  market),  canned  goods,  wheat,  and  machinery, 
wing  to  the  want  of  direct  communication,  the  United  States  has  par- 
ticipated little  in  the  tntde  of  New  Caledonia.  Many  of  our  products, 
especially  machinery,  are  appreciated. 
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Tfae  exports  couBist  of  nickel  ore,  which  is  sent  to  France,  Germany, 
and  Englaud;  chrome  ore,  to  England,  and  thence  to  the  United 
States;  cobnlt^  to  nermany  and  England;  mother  of  i>eart  shells,  to 
Prance;  pearls,  to  Eiiro|>eau  markets;  copra,  to  France,  Germany,  and 
Australia;  coffee,  to  France.  Indigo,  vanilla,  and  maize  are  also 
exported. 

SAMOA. 

Oonsal-General  Osborn,  of  Apia,  says  that  the  total  value  of  the 
imports  in  1897  was  $329,030,  of  which  nearly  half  (J157,fi95)  came 
from  Anstratian  colonies.  The  United  States  sent  goods  to  the  value 
of  $53,415;  Great  Britain,  $13,322;  Germany,  $83,r,t>2;  Fiji,  $3,757; 
Tonga,  $12,642;  other  South  Sea  islands,  $4,.118;  New  Britain,  $580, 
and  Hiiwaii,  $884.  The  exports  amounted  to  $2.(9,198,  of  which 
$125,380  went  to  Europe,  $54,305  to  the  United  States,  $51,473  to 
Anstrnlasia,  $14,223  to  Hawaii,  etc.  Of  copra  (Uiitive  product), 
10,091,520  pounds  were  exported  from  Samoa.  The  consul -general 
adds  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  goods  from  Australia  are  of  Ameri- 
can origin.  It  is  stat«d  that  all  goods  originating  east  of  California 
are  sent  to  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  thence  to  Sydney,  and  from  Sydney 
to  Apia,  and  are  delivered  there  cheaper  than  they  can  be  obtained 
directly  from  San  Francisco. 

SOCIETY  ISLANDS. 

Vice-Consui  Hart,  of  Tahiti,  writes: 

Ab  DBasl,  the  ITniled  Slntea  heads  Ibe  list  of  both  imporlfl  and  exports  <d  1S97, 
■faowiiig  that  the  bulk  of  the  trade  is  still  onrs,  notwithBtnuding  the  stmnfr  etlurU 
made  bj  the  Australian  culoniea,  more  particularly  New  Zealanil.  to  secure  a  slmre; 
efTorte  irhicb  have  met  with  a  certain  TDeanare  of  siiorese,  owiuj;  to  the  eicellunt 
transportation  facilities  provided  iiy  the  latter  countries.  Anxtralian  trai[e  with 
tbis  coluny  iti  next  to  tliat  of  the  United  Stiiteii,  and  the  two  combined  absorb  more 
than  one-half  of  the  entire  trade.  The  United  States  has  so  long  oi^joyed  the  bene- 
fita  of  the  Irndo  of  tbese  islaodB,  that  out  merchantt  huve  become  apathetic  and  do 
not  show  the  ener^  displayed  hy  onr  British  and  uolonial  coustnH,  who  more  than 
ten  yeniB  nco  BubHidized  it  steamship  line,  to  wbioh  in  a  creat  uiensure  the  iiicreaxed 
triide  in  til  be  iittribnted.  There  can  be  uo  doubt  that  the  proposed  t'ommonication 
ofToreil  liy  the  Folyneainn  Stearuship  Company  between  Sun  FraDcisco,  Honolulu, 
and  Tahiti,  will  give  the  necessary  impetiiH  to  our  trade. 

The  imports  from  foreign  countries  in  1896,  according  to  French 
ofQciiil  returns,  were  $482,500;  the  exports  $617,600.  The  trade  with 
France  was:  Iinporti^  into  France  (special  commerce),  $S,716;  ex[iorts 
from  l''tance,  $103,622. 
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EUROPE. 


United  Stntes  Treasnry  retarnB  give  the  trade  of  the  United  States 
with  Europe,  in  the  last  ten  calendar  years,  as  follows: 


CountrlM. 

1S8». 

18*,. 

■ 

.802. 

1893. 

g 

n.  MO.  138 
B.»13;b91 

■74.  tta.  m 

M.W7  712 

us:  338 

13.3«!,«« 
1,  MS.  bit 

111,172,871 
10,723;  680 

iri  880:817 

'  95;  495 

18,874.798 
1,402.375 

♦11,138  545 

11,119:455 
Kt4,222 

90:773:48* 

1,382:38$ 

78,U7U 

SI,819.21B 

8.877,8.17 
J,  875, 719 

•7.857.101 

10, 11$;  591 

218  811 

'108,870 
1.  IS*.  958 

23,8OT.2»1 

IS  871, 372 
2, 154, 154 

»0,S-8.1« 

gxo™M™iM^lr.l.l«.d. 

24.^ 

l.»«0,a87 
1.269,418 

3.  SOS.  78* 
I.  Ml.  88* 

3.«9.iW0 

2; 2:2: 217 
187.280.2T2 

t.m.tit 

ill 

8,607,812 

i;s;o:4.s9 

4.908*75 

l:i.01,>.41< 
1,952.003 

*U.68S,l)»7 

474.858,257 

*15,oao,402 

417.978.  IW 

CounlTlH. 

ISBl. 

IMS. 

1808. 

1BS7. 

1898. 

97,142.582 

1*1,  Mfl 
10,58U.3Ti 

'"Sffi 
"■SIS 

7o.ase.i4S 

88,  M2.  317 

ass 

131.012 
22.224,709 

17, 330. 800 
li-Wl 

'282;  200 
S5,flB(.541 

829' 098 

40,050 

IB,  S»S.  8«0 

8,520 

10,  800.  855 

32i,  310 
88,730,831 
98, 0*2,278 

7*4;  807 

18.  782.  795 
2,128,833 

•1938  2^ 

I'.  240 
0,25.1.185 

'"'87*'2« 

la.  088.848 

Z,0ie,77i 

gS:SS;»^::::::::::::::::: 

i.MD.«39 

8,8:9;  5a« 

'IBS 

m  sis;  502 

2,477.705 
1,5B2.*J0 

J,  870.  050 

18^5?S 
8,130.111 

12:808:110 

i3*;i*o,'irM 

2.270,021 
■      3: 055 

12:002:300 

158;D0L';2e8 

i;  ita.  m 

3. 8^5. 080 

a!  1*0,081 

15.640,038 

184;  18  j;  200 

iflf,^ 

2,137.B83 

S1J.511,«3 

*31.539,4l« 

380,213,  .*9 

407.870.332 

Counlrieii, 

■„. 

IBM). 

■,.,. 

1893. 

180!. 

6o;i8o;8i9 

'•■ss 

157,228 
11, 034, 8*8 

•'■Ji;ffi 

27,  770,  095 
4, 825. 3S1 

91:321:210 

580.548 

'"mo 

15, 272,  SOS 

■411:812 

Hi 

.101,  *27 

tl,  Xa.  843 
2«3.B68 

ei;820:25S 
08,578,017 

138: 184 

2,800 

14,187,344 

»531,428 
283.328 

x^'Jj;%"  dTiJafi'  iVundi ::::::: 

Ssr.y:::::;:;:;::::::::::::::::: 

58.899.217 

88,011,503 

14,4*7,00* 

18,897,777 

25,451,189 

14,721,381 

■■«.»i:b9ii 

:   GROWTH  OF    FOBEIGS  TSADE. 

B  X  P0BT3— Con  tin  uol . 


CoutriM. 

,«.. 

••as 

S:ffi 

»5.7S7,  14( 

!T.DSe 

3,8«9,«)4 

44S,362 

18»1. 

fl.D71,4SB 

''■'JJ-i?J 

4.2:1, 330 

i».  ore  750 
tilwo 

20,712 
«I,271,3U 

«;  45^288 
M.01T 

*ffi.2M,708 

in.Mi,sta 

as 

Sitss""*" 

UBlt^KlngdOTn! 

4J5,T«7.S1T 

Mind,  183 

»2,»ei.78T 
ISS,M2 

s!  (K»!  104 
M,S43,fiJI 
I19.I4S,073 

110.415 

~~im' 

ConotrJci. 

ia»,. 

19». 

im 

a2^,  .nd^fiaSi"™  lilindi: !  IJ !  J ! 

U.  Mi!  lis 
B.<KM.BaO 

«.8W.»J 

"Si 

»2.l6?.«ffl 
K,  tSi.  gU 

H.  B7«,  ITI 

T-J.MS.IW 

I3«,2T7.IIM 

301.  a54 

'225 
21,JSS.7»i 

1;S:S 

«,  751. 820 

]3J,M2 

U.7W.341 

17,!iS».«» 

!0,M!.17S 
3<l.  SOS 

i;73o;i82 

NetlwrlandB 

3S,3-i.e«5 

2.«St.W» 
i«I.M3 

32.349.  tM 
i;051>7 

T2.7Tl.ftW 

Ra>-<U,  Hnl'tic  and  WtaiM  Scm 

7,«E1.706 

13.  478.210 
*,2«7,K« 

m.B3»'.ni 

5;648:6u 

2b!«77 
47».  223,890 

.„,Ss 

B,  DM,  244 
2K>,  2U 

W,OM,8i7 

AM.  ana.  087 

7T8,1«5,7BS 

85S,  048,510 

00MP1.BATIVE  aBUWTU  OF   KORBKiN  TBAUE. 

Tlie  following  return,  sliowing  the  total  imports  and  espitrtu  for  each 
of  tlie  years  1S91,  1894,  and  1S97  of  the  following  twelve  countriea, 
viz,  France,  German  Zollvereiu  aud  German  Empire,  Belgium,  Hol- 
land, Bussia,. Austria  Hungary,  Denmark,  Sweden  andfforway,  Spain, 
Portugal,  United  States,  and  United  Kingdom,  so  ftir  as  tlie  informa- 
tion c»H  bo  given,  baa  been  issued  by  tlie  Britiali  Boai'd  of  Trade : 


Coon  trie*. 

German  Zi^lTereiii  and  Gtrmia  EniplMO 

Belgium 

Holland^ , 

Knuiab 

Austria- UnDear?  ft 

Daninarlc 

^^* :::::;;:;::::::::::;;::::::::;::::;::::::::: 

UnitertStaiai '. 

Dniitd  Kingdom , 

Hon Special  Imports  an  Imports  for  heme  eons 

a  KicliwlTe  of  transit  Iisda,  Uie  rslueof  whlehh 

tSpacul  trade. 

cTbeseBaiirasrelBteto  the  Tear  ISM,  the  latest  Ti 

dTeaneSdedJuDeSO. 

f  PrDTislonal  flgnres.  snl^oet  u»  roe(lfl«^stton. 


]S»1. 

;„; 

rm,  37S,  2S4 

oui,  e&o,  096 

1,WT,  210,043 


whirb  tho  Infomiat 
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EXPORTS. 


C»u.tr.e.. 

1891.       1        im. 

1B97. 

F 

tax,  830, 130 
eei!273:i70 

4a)!  2Ts!  oon 

S44.2S1,I44 
819,342,874 

87:318!  eio 
as.  248. 060 
1T7,408,!S8 

1,  Ml.  303,  281 

4Sl!te^!348 
324,417,  188 

ao.7is.m 

35  <8I1, 045 
130,285,038 

3».  786,  SOI 
801,502,280 
1,332. 378,  SOB 

Noti.— Speoial  oipwH  nni  einorls  of  dome 

b  Sptcial  tnide. 

oTho  piwluce  or  the  Uutch  colDuim  j«  Inch 


ided  under  the  bemi 


...  .. id  produce  <n  HolUnd. 

h  tbo  iBrDruMtiou  bM  boeu  ree«ived. 


TEADE   AHD  INDUSTET  OF  PEIHCIPAL  COUHTEIES. 

A  reiKtrt  from  the  British  coDSnl  at  Stockholm  (yo.  467,  miscellaneona 
series)  qaotea  the  following  slatemeutB  iVom  a  SwediBh  statistical  pub- 
lication : 

The  average  (tDDual  vutne  of  thn  commerce  (imports  and  exjiorti  takeu  together) 
of  tbe  four  groiiteat  trading  cooutries  of  the  world  for  the  poriodii  IC"'  '"""  '""" 
HJ90,a.   ■■■■■^-   -     - 


I  four  groiite: 


Count  rlea. 

1881-1885. 

1886-1800. 

«73,8B«,8e8 

sir!  222!  222 
««:333:33» 

f2.TM.830.27B 
1, 402.  Y^.  ril 
1,  S18.  OSS,  443 
1.411,306,185 

*S«8. 222, 22=1    r!.7«5.2sa,443 
325.886.848  [      1.585.030,273 

CoantriM. 

.»,-,». 

'S:S:!!! 

205.  833.  333 
347,333,333 

\:£-s:£ 

1  Thits,  daring  this  period,  Great  Britain's  trnde  hon  increased  by  slightly  more  than 
24  per  ::ent.  that  of  Germany  and  the  United  tjtules  each  hv  13  pei'  cent,  while  the 
trade  of  Franco  haa  steadily  declined.  The  vohimo  of  trade  ilins,  of  course,  iticreaeed 
to  amucliKroatei  degree  than  is  iiiiticated  by  these  figures;  but,  owing  to  (be  almost 
universal  full  in  tbe  pricea  of  commoilitiea,  the  iucreuse  in  value  uf  exports  and  imports 
has  beon  less  than  niiirht  liave  been  expected. 

The  most  striking  fitct  bron(;1it  iuto  relief  by  the  statiatiL'S  is  the  rapidity  of  Ger- 
many's industrial  devotopment  since  tho  franco-I'mssiau  war.  The  sudden  increaee 
of  her  great  coul,  iron,  and  irun-oro  producing  iudiistrios.  tbe  extcuHion  of  ber  rail- 
way system,  an<l  the  quick  growth  of  her  foreign  trade  have  placed  ber  in  a  much 
atrongor  position  than  she  occupied  previous  to  1870.  The  standing  of  Great  Britain 
(coiiHiilisred  apart  fruni  ber  colonies)  bas  retrograded  in  relation  to  tbe  other  great 
Dfttions  within  the  last  twenty-five  yearn.  In  nearly  every  important  department  of 
industry,  her  proportional  share  has  muoh  diriiinisbed.  As  to  shipping  only  is  the 
early  eupremacy  fullv  maintained.  Her  position,  however,  wUen  considered  in  con- 
junction with  her  colonies,  is  very  different,  as  will  be  seen  from  tbe  following  table, 
which  ahowsthe  averageannual  imports  and  ezportsof  British  ooluniea  and  depend- 
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Import.. 

Export.. 

Tot.1. 

g^i"'. 

can.  SIS,  s«s  ««m.  4i3.  m« 

14S,7M.M»     TW.IO«,ISI 
1«,3M,00(,     T».!0»,77S 

l!K,188.8fi     938,747,  m 

ClS3.ltW.6SS     t7S7,4.'S7,I30 
mSSO.OOO      BS«.T34.n6 
iaT,M4,lt4      B15,3iS.03T 

C3B7,m3n2'»l,  787.870,07; 
28.1,744.444  '   l,380.K42,raT 

328, aw, 444    i,«oo,se4,ei] 

4W,24«,«»     1,»II7.282,SM 

TlDltod&UlH... 

Tbna  the  Bum  of  the  Importo  and  eiporto  of  the  BritiHh  colnnieH  and  dependencieg 
exceed!)  the  total  amount  of  the  exports  and  importa  of  the  United  .Stutes  li;  nearly 
ono-funrlb,  that  of  GemiaDy  by  about  oDe-teoth,  and  that  of  France  by  more  tbau 
one  third. 

llie  prodactiOD  of  iron  ore  Is  given  as  followe; 


Orut  BrlCIn  and  Irelud  . . 

G«nn.ny 

UdltHl  Slate* 

Bpain.. 


i«fw-is«o.  '  im-iHOS. 


IVnf.      I      Tom. 
is,aa7.ooo  <  iT.iu.oov 

$,202,000  1    S.SS7.(HM 


I     ii.eTB.ouo 

8.518,000     12,088.01)0  1    14,2B8.0U0 
■>        3.851. (IIM) 


1  1871-1875  and  1891-1895,  the  aniinal  production 
Xiieat  Britain  ia  estimated  to  have  decreased  from  Ifi,OST,iX)0  tons  to 
12,249,000  tons.  Germany's  oiitpnt  more  than  doubled  within  the  saiw^  period  and 
that  of  Spain  increaaed  nearly  ninefold.  The  production  of  the  United  States  has 
more  tLaii  tripled.  Sweden  has  also  taken  an  important  pusitinn  as  an  iron-ore  pro- 
ducing conntry.  It  ia  noticeable  that  Great  Britain's  prodnction  has  decreaaed 
absolutely,  and  not  merely  relatively  as  regards  that  of  other  countries. 
The  average  annual  output  of  pig  iron  is  stated  iu  the  following  table: 


Couatr.™. 

18Ti-.87S. 

1881-1885. 

8.227,000 
8.411,000 

s5 

1BS8-I8B0 

18.1-1805. 

Great  BrIUlD  and  Irolaod 

Tont. 

:.  284^000 

1.114.000 

Ton.. 
7,8*3,000 
4,215,000 

a!  208:  (100 

7,™i,ooo 

4,OJ(i,000 

14.171,000 

20,087.000 

24,282,000 

Daring;  this  period,  it  appears  that  Great  Britain's  shore  in  the  world's  production 
of  pie  iron  baa  shrunh  from  46.3  per  cent  to  27. 6  per  cent;  while,  on  the  otlier  bund, 
the  Lnited  States  inerea.sed  its  proportion  from  16.1  per  cent  to  30.9  per  cent.  The 
rapid  development  of  Germauj  in  tbia  Uae  of  production  ia  also  striking. 

The  production  of  coal  was: 


Countrlea. 

1871-1871. 

1881-1885. 

1888-1880.         1891-1805. 

IW,  072!  000 

161,47o'*000 

soizsolooo 

B2!l7s!o00 

Timi.               Tani. 

125,214,000     180.832.000 

208,770.000 

308,885,000 

185,0«0,UOO|  6*8. 141,000 
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.o  18  per  o< 


(applittd  47  p«r  cent  of  the 
.  »  |iaf  cent;  Garmany  ailTsticed 
lud  the  United  States  t'rom'lT  to  nearly  30  per  cent. 
^  liimptioD  of  raw  cottuu  sbow  that  aiace  1870,  Great  Britain's 

consumption  Lus  increased  Uy  one-foiirth,  and  that  of  the  rest  of  Europe  and  of  the 
United  States  has  doubled.  As  to  the  proiluctioa  of  nhsat,  the  United  States  con- 
tributes one-fifth,  the  British  colonies  ahoat  one  eighth,  and  Germany  less  than  one- 
twentieth  of  the  total  production.  The  United  States  and  the  British  colonic* 
together  priidace  somonhat  more  than  lialf  of  the  total  annnal  output  of  cold  and 
nearly  lialfof  the  noniial  ontpiit  of  silver  in  the  world.  The  cattle  in  British  colo- 
nies and  dependencies  outnumber  uooily  twice  those  of  the  United  States;  the 
number  of  horses  in  the  British  colonies  and  depntidencies  Is  about  one-third  that  in 
the  United  States  and  oue-foTirtli  more  than  tbat  of  Germany;  and  the  number  of 
sheep  in  the  British  colonies  is  nearly  fooi  times  that  of  the  United  States  and 
eleven  times  as  large  ok  that  of  Germany. 

The  percentage  of  increase  of  population  withiu  the  luat  ten  years  ia  stated  as 
follows:  British  colonies  and  dependencies.  12  per  cent;  United  States,  24  percent; 
Russia,  11  per  cent;  Germany,  11.95  per  cent;  Frajce,  0.78  pet  cent;  Great  llritnia 
and  Ireluud,  8. 77  per  cent. 

Thedeveloptueut  of  Rassia  and  theopeningof  Siberia  will  probably  mean  a  rapid 
increase  of  population  in  those  regioiis  in  the  uear  fature. 

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 

The  imports  in  1897,  Bays  Coasal-General  Bttrst,  of  Vieiiua,  wore 
vataed  at  t;{02,103,900  (exdaaive  of  specie),  and  tbe  esiiorts  at 
$300,407,000.  Imports  for  1896  were  828^,314,000,  and  exports  $aOO,- 
GOlgiiOO.    The  trade  witli  the  cliief  eouDtries  iu  1S97  was: 


Belgium 

anlABImu"y/.'^v^" -"'■'■'■ 

The  imports  and  exports  of  some  of  the  principal  classes  were : 

IMFOliTS. 


IliiporW. 

IS 

1,131,800 

Eiporl«. 

•0.721.400 

LrticlM. 


MsMrifll*  uf  anlnisl  oridin W.iWO.Ow  Ki.UW.WW 

CoiioD,  raw  uul  iniuulMCUind 2<t.Uuu,iNM  2ii.0(M.«0D 

ITnel H.WW.OUU  I8,«0(I.OOU 

WuolaiiJ  wooiuii  i-ooas t  ju.oou.wio  ;  za.ouu.ww 

EI  POUTS. 

Snear 1  eaO.WM.MO  I  »«.i»0,OW 

UiatDH IS.  (HMI.  000  27,000,(100 

AninuiaSDdineat W.OOii.miO  M.OnO.liOi 

Fuel w.iwo.ooa  «.ooo,ouo 
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The  trade  for  the  first  six  months  of  1398  was:  Imi^rts,  8175,112,500; 
exports,  $149,034,200. 

Uonsni  nossfeld,  of  Trieste,  in  a  report  published  in  CoDsalar  Reports 
No.21«  (September,  1898),'  says: 
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oBn  be  no  donbt.    There  are  many  cunsM  whlcb  combtao  to  bring  about  this  result. 
AmuDc  the  principal  ones,  luay  be  mentioneil  tUe  fullixring: 

(1}  The  couaervatiaro  of  tbo  people.  While  the  Euglish  ami  German  mnnurao- 
tiiiei*  are  largeljr  coamopolitan,  the  Auitriaii  reuiaiiiH  provincial  and  stronjcly  cnu- 
servative.  InnovatiauB  are  still  painful  to  him.  Ho  accordinRlf  fails  to  keep 
abreHBt  of  the  times,  anil  ia  iliHtancod  iu  the  race  fur  in  Jujittlal  and  commercial 
siipremacv. 

(2)  llifia  railroad  ratos.  This  is  a  monntainoiia  countrj,-  tlie  cnnatruction,  na 
well  as  the  operation,  of  rsilioada  in  eipeiiHive,  nncl  rates  are  coni'spoudiiigly  bif^h. 
Austria's  manafacturing  centers,  lying  in  tlie  very  heart  of  tho  Enropeau  continent, 
are  fuvurabl;  altanted  with  respect  to  inland  triLtnc,  but  are  at  s^t'Cat  diaadvautngs 
in  export  trade.  Moreover,  ivbila  Austria  fnmishea  Gennaiiy  with  ■  great  dp»l  of 
throiii;h  tmfflc,  and  thus  lowers  the  Kenernl  cost  or  tninsportntion  in  the  latter 
country,  she  receives  very  little  through  freight  from  Gennauy  in  return. 

(3)  There  ie  a  lack  of  mechanical  slcill  iu  tuo  Eonthcm  nnd  eastern  giortions  of  the 
Monarchy,  and,  as  such  skill  is  largely  the  prodnct  of  evolution,  muuuliactnreTS  have 
found  that  they  can  not  afford  to  train  a  race  to  the  iiiuuual  nrtfl. 

(4)  High  taxed.  It  is  said  that  iuduntrial  enterprisDS  are  taxed  mure  heavily  in 
Anstrta  than  in  Germany;  and,  as  capital,  like  water,  always  foliowst  be  courseof  least 
resistuuce,  it  is  not  strange  that  movable  plants  occasionally  croaa  the  frontier. 

(5)  Internal  dissensions.  Much  of  the  energy  of  Austria  whiuh  mit;ht  be  used  in 
the  development  of  her  indnstrics  cud  foreign  commerce,  seems  to  be  consumed  in 

"     ""  !S  at  home.     While  iu  the  German  Empire  we  Und  new  industrial  and 


export  associatiuiis  daily  spriuxing  into  life,  the  people  of  Am 
absorbed  jnst  now  in  founding  Getroan,  Slavic,  or  Italinn  clubs.  Moreover,  in  Ihe 
iuduntrial  centers  of  Bobemia,  there  is  constant  friction  between  the  German  niuuu- 
faotnrer  and  his  Slavic  workmen,  greatly  impairing  tlie  elboienoy  of  both. 

There  ia  now  a  movement  on  foot  in  Hungary  to  bring  about  her  "economic  eman- 
cipation" from  Austria.  IC  must  l>e  rememliered  that  since  the  "  AusgloicL"  of  1667 
the  tariff  union  of  the  two  halves  of  the  Monarchy  rests  only  upon  the  precarions 
foundation  of  a  treaty.  Should  the  Hungarians  refuse  to  oontinne  the  prcwent 
arraogenient,  Austria's  industries  would  doubtless  sustain  a  terrible  luas,  and  many 
now  flonrrahing  establishments  would  be  orusbed.  The  axricultiiral  products  of 
Hung.iry  would  in  a  nieosuie  have  tolind  a  new  market,  and  the  Indnslrial  interests 
of  tho  two  conotrles  would  probably  sutler. 

Consul  Maliin,  of  Beiclienberg,  writes: 

Moat  of  the  cotton  nsed  hero  comes  from  the  United  States.  During  the  six 
months  ending  June  30,  1898,  the  United  States  Rent  to  Aastria  tbtee  times  as  much 
cotton  as  the  country — British  India — which  sent  the  next  larjfestqnantity.  Ameri- 
can grain  of  various  kiuds  (ospecislly  maize)  ia  found  in  all  the  markets  of  this 
district.  American  petroleum  is  alsu  imported  to  some  extent.  Formerly,  it  con- 
trolled the  market,  but  with  the  nppeamnre  of  Kussien  potroJeiim  and  the  eroetiou 
of  oil  Tcfinerjes  in  Austria,  the  importation  of  American  oil  has  aluiuat  entirely 

American  lard  and  bacon  are  brought  here  in  large  nnd  incrcaalug  quantities. 
Kiilly  nine-Ientba  of  the  imports  in  this  lino  aro  from,  tlie  United  Ijtatei.  During 
the  siE  months  under  review,  19,112,700  pounds  of  laril  were  imported  into  Austria, 
of  which  18,608,200  were  from  the  United  States.  Of  bacon,  2,211,000  pounda  were 
imported,  of  which  the  United  States  furnished  2,100,000  pounds,  American  lard 
and  bacon  have  practically  a  monopoly  of  this  market;  with  well  directed  etforta, 
the  BBine  could  bo  said  in  foture  of  other  Ainericiin  food  products— notably  butter, 
the  native  article  being  of  poor  quality  nod  high  price.  American  oatmeal  afTiirds  a 
case  iu  poiut.  By  systematic  and  judicioua  efibrta  to  introduce  it,  coupled  with 
persistent  advertising  in  tbe  local  press,  all  the  grocery  stores  in  this  section  have 
been  induced  to  handle  American  oatmeal,  and  it  has  liecome  as  popular  a  breakfust 
dish  here  as  iu  almost  any  community  in  the  United  States. 


Consul  DoDzelinnnn,  of  Pragne,  saya  that  there  are  great  possibilities 
for  the  introduction  into  Bohemia  of  corn,  meal,  corn  starcli,  oats, 
sboes,  rabber  boots,  heating  stoves  (self-feeders),  furniture,  n(;ricul Curat 
impleiDCnts,  green  and  dried  fruitSj  salt  and  canne<l  meats,  leather, 
pbotographs,  organs,  electric  machinery,  watches,  clocks,  and  type- 
writers. The  market,  however,  must  be  studied.  Our  exporters  vitu 
notexpect  to  get  theirshare  of  the  busiuess  by  relying  npon  commission 
houses.    Personal  representation  is  necessary. 

Consnl  Ilossfeld,  of  Trieste,  in  his  annnal  report,  says  that  I'osniau 
prunes  were  formerly  exported  to  the  United  States,  but  California 
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prunes  bave  drivvD  tbem  from  the  market.    In  fact,  California  prunes 
are  now  imported  into  Austria. 

Imports  from  tlie  United  States  to  Trieste  have  increased  350  per 
cent  in  three  years — from  1.8  per  cent  of  tbe  total  imports  in  1S91  to 
8.2  i)er  cent  in  1897, 

BSIiGIUM. 

Consul  Roosevelt,  of  Brussels,  says  tliat  the  commerce  between  Bel- 
gium iiiid  foreign  countries  for  the  year  1897  exceeded  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding yeiir  by  3  per  ceut.  The  importations  and  esportationa  com- 
bined for  1897  were  $1,144,123,300,  of  which  $596,524,000  were  imports 
and  8517,598,000  were  exports. 

According  to  the  Board  of  Trade  Journal  for  March,  1899,  the 
imports  into  Belgium  in  1808  were  valued  at  $375,625,059  (in  tbe  spe- 
cial trade)  and  the  ex|X)rts  at  $349,325,546.  Both  imports  and  exports 
show  an  increase  of  abont  7  per  cent  as  compared  with  1897. 
■  The  tiado  with  the  principal  countries  in  1897  is  given  by  Cousul- 
Geueial  Lincoln,  of  Antwerp,  as  follows : 
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Speaking  of  imports  into  Belgian)  from  tbe  United  States,  Cooaul- 
General  Lincoln  says: 

Tbe  qiiautity  uf  starch  and  nonedible  farinaceous  substances  exported  from  our 
country  into  Ile1f;ium  diiriiift  the  first  six  months  of  1898  was  u,206,253  poiindB,  as 
against  2,608,46^  ponnds  in  tbe  first  six  months  of  1897  and  16^,973  pounds  in  the 
first  six  mouths  of  18%. 

Tba  import:itiuns  of  certain  kinds  of  timber  from  tbe  ITnited  States  inorenseil  in  a 
notnbtn  manner  during  the  Arst  six  months  of  18SI8.  Thns  the  imports  of  oak  and 
wnlniit  boards  fur  tbe  first  six  mouths  of  1898  were  1,830  cubic  fuet,  as  against  961 
feet  in  18!I7.  The  increase  iti  the  import  of  sawed  oak  and  walnut  for  the  same  period 
of  time  was  also  notable,  tbe  Dgarea  iu  1898  being  104,546  cubic  feet,  as  against 
66,190  cubic  feet  in  1897. 

Belgian  wht>nt  imports  for  the  first  six  oionths  of  1898  from  tbe  United  States 
-vrura  ^92,582,000  pounds,  as  against  I43,.'>84,570  pounds  for  the  corresponding  period 
in  18!i7.  The  amount  of  the  import  of  rye  tor  tbe  tirst  six  muDths  of  1898  was 
86,198,510  pounds,  08  a  gain  Ht  25,368,797  pounds  for  tbe  first  six  months  of  1897  and 
16,868,496  pouuils  for  1896,  a  very  notable  increase.  The  import  of  Indian  corn  foe 
tbe  eauie  period  of  18<I8  was  317,655,600  pounds,  agaiDHt  207,004,143  pounds  in  1897. 

The  Import  of  wheat  Hour  fur  tbe  first  aix  months  of  I8!)8  was  2,555,018  pounds, 
against  88:i,8ll3  ponnde  for  tho  corresponding  perio<l  of  1897. 

The  import  figiirea  for  malt  were  1,0^,711  pounds  during  the  first  six  months  of 
1898,  agiiinet  495,007  pounds  iu  1897,  a  notable  increase. 

The  import  of  vegetable  oils  was  ll,tKI2,413  pounds,  against  8,431,256  pounds  for 
the  first  six  months  of  1897. 

One  of  the  most  notable  increases  in  importe  ftotn  the  United  States  is  lard,  the 
importation  of  which  fur  the  tirst  six  inontbs  of  1898  amounted  to  18.513,477  pounds, 
against  7,5('>8,'I31  pounds  iu  tbe  corresponding  h:tlf  ;ear  of  1897.  The  increase  iji 
the  Importation  of  other  animal  substances,  such  as  lisb  and  fat  other  than  lard,  is 
also  noleworth}-,  the  import  being  twice  as  large  in  the  tirst  six  months  of  18^8  tie  in 
1697,  tbe  figures  being  3,379,468  pounds  for  1898  and  1,551,691  pounds  for  1897. 

The  import  of  raw  cotton  rose  from  29,627,447  pounds  during  tbe  first  six  months 
of  1897  to  49,405,242  pounds  In  1898.  Tbe  import  of  raw  silk  for  1898  also  shuwH  a 
considurable  increase  over  1897,  tbe  figures  for  the  first  six  months  being  38,431 
pounds,  against  12,189  pounds  iu  1897. 
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Tbe  import  of  steel  in  bars,  ebeetfl,  or  irirea.  Dot  olaaslfiec),  wna  153,019  poiiDds  for 
1896,  aKainst  6,067  pounds  in  1697.  Tbe  import  of  raw  copper  aud  oickel  wu 
8,601,132  poanils  in  1^98,  as  against  0,246,471  pounds  in  1697.  Tbo  import  of  old  iron 
likewise  rose  trom  34,171  ponnda  in  the  first  six  months  of  IK97  to  466,153  pounds  in 
the  oorrespondinK  period  of  1998.  In  wronght  iron  (not  ulaasified),  the  import  for 
the  first  six  mouths  of  1898  was  3^172  pounds,  ogMUst  14,124  pounds  for  the  corre- 
Bpocding  period  of  1897.  One  of  the  most  noteworthy  developmeu'tfl  in  Belgian 
iioports  from  the  Unit«d  tjtfttes  was  in  pig  lead,  the  import  of  which  in  th»  first  six 
montha  of  1896  amonnted  to  1,590,360  ponnds,  against  3,833  ponnda  for  the  oorie- 
sponding  period  of  1897. 

The  importH  of  canned  flsh,  tobacco,  wood  for  dyeing  parpoees,  smolced  bam, 
tougne,  and  lard  show  notuble  increases,  while  the  item  of  oleoglnona  grain  snb- 
stonces  rose  from  609,461  ponnds  fur  the  period  under  disousaion  in  1897,  to  0,816,616 
pounds  in  1898. 

Consul  Morris,  of  Ghent,  aays: 

During  tbe  poet  six  mnntbs,  a  marked  tendency  bos  appeared  to  discuss  the  devel- 
opment of  Belgium  as  a  maritime  and  coloniiiing  nation  and  the  expansiuD  of  its 
influence  in  Africa  and  Asia.  On  acooont  of  the  inteoslty  of  its  induHtrial  prodnc- 
tion  and  the  importance  of  its  export  trade,  the  population  of  Belgium  ^xercisca 
more  influence  abroad,  in  proportion,  than  any  other  similarly  neutral  nation. 
Natnrally  enough,  with  thia  capacity  to  produre,  there  exint  also  aapirationa  for 
ocquiaitron  and  development.  Not  only  must  Belgium  secure  a  market  for  its  prod- 
ucts, but  it  must  also  provide  for  tbe  ever- in  creasing  surplus  of  its  children.  Tbe 
Kongo  t'ree  State  ia  destined  to  develop  as  a  result  of  these  conditions;  a  colony  in 
China  may  be  another  result. 

Tbe  establisbment  of  poBBesaiana  beyond  the  sea  involvM  tbe  nwnerahip  of  a  mar- 
chant  marine,  and  a  merchant  marine  means  a  navy  to  protect  it.  Belgium,  the 
fourth  or  fifth  economio  power  of  the  world,  doex  not  poBaeas  100,000  toua  of  deep- 
sea  shipping.  Of  tbe  arrivals  at  Belgian  port«  In  1897,  tbe  Belgian  flag  did  not  count 
for  10  per  cent.  Tbe  matter  Is  being  agitated,  and  it  ia  probable  that  tbe  next  few 
years  will  see  marked  expansion  of  Belgium  in  tbia  direction. 


BULGARIA. 

The  Bevae  da  Comnierce  Ext^rieur,  Paris,  September  19,  1898,  says 
that  the  foreign  commerce  of  Bulgaria  for  1897,  as  givea  by  official 
BtatisticB,  is  valued  at  $27,760,^6,  divided  as  follows:  Imports, 
(16,210,888;  exports,  Cll,539,568.  As  regards  imports,  there  is  an 
increase  of  {1,440,544  over  those  of  1896.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
exports  have  suffered  daring  the  same  period  a  diiiiination  to  the  extent 
of  t9^447,247.  The  failure  of  the  harvest  in  1897  brought  about  this 
result,  the  exports  from  Bulgaria  being  chiefly  agricultural. 

The  imports  of  merchandise  by  articles  are  given  as  folluws: 
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The  above  table  gives  Eiigland  the  Arst  place  in  the  commerce  af 
importatioD.  Statistica  during  the  last  four  years  »faow  tbat  importit  . 
&tim  Anstria  Hungary  Lave  dimiuistaod  S3,603,S45. 

France  ranks  first  iu  importationB  of  silk,  eggs  of  silkworms,  ntomcco 
leather,  prepared  skiiia  (goat  aud  kill),  toili>t  waters,  wiito  iu  bottles, 
bydraulic  lime,  tiles,  eartbnnts,  cocbiiieal,  nlmouds,  and  preserved  fish. 

The  total  trade  of  Denmark  in  1897,  says  Vice-Coiisul  Bloin,  of 
Copenliagen,  was  vtilucd  nt  $191,830,000,  against  « 179,01,'4,000  in  189C, 
Sl(;y,»7C,000  in  ISOS,  and  $104,016,000  in  l.-9i.  It  is  evident  tUat  the 
gain  is  iiotdne  to  accident,  but  to  the  etl'orts  of  all  interested  in  ilevolop- 
ing  the  resources  of  the  country.  New  direct  steamship  lines  have 
been  established,  not  oidy  to  neighboring  countries — Norway,  liussia, 
Cierniany,  and  England — but  even  to  distant  parts  of  the  world — to  the 
United  Sttites  and  the  far  Bast.  Of  the  trade  in  1897,  *10S,373,0O0 
represent  imports  and  $80,i)(>4,0OO  exports;  of  the  latter,  about  two- 
thirds  was  in  farmers'  products.  American  corn  was  imported  to  the 
value  of  $7,128,000;  iron  and  iron  goods  represented  9G,!>13,000; 
woolen  goods,  $4,464,000;  lumber  and  wood,  $4,7l>6,000;  leather  goods, 
92,071,UOU;  coal,  $6,003,000,  etc.  Bacon  was  exported  to  the  value  of 
^1.'>,00U,0(I0;  butter,  $31,084,000;  eggs,  $3,516,000;  grain,  $2,202,000; 
horses,  $3,493,000;  cattle,  $3,875,000,  etc.  Daring  the  first  bIz  mouths 
of  18!>S,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  imports  of  breadstnfl's,  colfee,  cot- 
ton and  woolen  goods,  fertilizers,  iron  and  steel  goods,  oil  cake,  petro- 
leum, and  sugar. 

The  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Denmark,  says  Mr.  Blom,  is 
very  large.  It  is,  nn fortunately,  impossible  to  give  exact  figures,  as 
many  goods  are  scut  via  Hamburg,  Bremen,  Hull,  London,  etc.,  aud  are 
credited  to  those  ports.  Imports  irom  the  United  States  are  increasing 
fast. 

FRANCK. 

Consul  Skinner,  of  Marseilles,  says  that  the  special  trade  in  1898 
Imjtorts,  $S34,953,63;>;  es^iorts,  9 1)76,122,231.  The  trade  was  di^ 
as  follows: 
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The  importB  id  the  ganeral  commerce  (i.  e.,  including  goods  in 
traitsit)  iu  1897,  according  to  CoubuI- General  Qowdy,  of  Paris,  were 
$091,634,000,  or  «40,337,000  more  than  in  1890.  The  exporta  amounted 
to  1920,979,000,  an  exceas  of  $40,337,000  over  the  preceding  year. 
The  total  trade  was  $107,691,000  above  the  avwage  for  the  fifteen  years' 
period  prior  to  1897. 

In  the  special  trade  of  1897,  the  imports  were  valued  at  $763,508,000 
and  the  exports  at  $094,414,000.  The  Unit«(l  States  is  third  on  the 
list  of  imports  into  France  in  the  general  commerce,  with  $159,4i>6,000, 
being  preceded  by  England  with  $105,41.5,000  and  by  Belgium  with 
$180,995,000.  In  the  special  commerce,  the  United  States  comes  fourth 
ou  the  list,  being  preceded  by  the  coimtriea  above  named  and  Germany. 

The  Bulletin  de  la  Soci^tS  de  G^^ographie  Oommerclale,  Paris  (Vol. 
XIX),  in  a  rf^-sumi?  of  the  commercTul  progress  of  France  in  thirty 
years,  says: 

Since  1S69,  tLe  poKtal  traffic  bus  ncnrly  tripled ;  the  tolo^sphia  net  is  nimoat  uins 
times  creatoT;  the  t^nnagn  of  the  railroada  IiM  doubled  ;  the  number  of  travelers  has 
tripled;  the  receiptB  of  the  Taf Iroaita,  which  were  9135,328,000,  *  have  lacieased  more 
than  9S6,500.00tt;  interior  navigation  ha«  donble<l;  the  pmdnRtlon  and  ronanmp- 
tioD  of  ooal  baa  increaaetl  fWiin  »l,(»3,onO  to  $7,334,000.  The  production  of  rost 
iron  ba8  advanced  33  per  cent.  The  dinconnts  at  the  Ilank  of  France  have  riKen 
from  »1,279,2W,000  to  »]  ,663,853, 000.  Persnnal  property  has  increased  iraraensely. 
Dopoeits  in  the  saving's  banks,  wbirh  in  1869  wero  SIM, 750, 000,  exceed  $573,000,000. 
The  nnmber  of  accoimt  books  (8,000,000)  wan  never  so  lur^o.  The  deposit  of  fnnda 
in  banks  and  sopieties  of  credit  pieeeds  $289,500,000.  Franoo  since  the  war  bag  b™n 
abie  to  pay  «,  176,000,000  for  the  public  debt  and  Jonationa;  $4,825,000,000  for  the 
army,  iia»y,  and  colonies;  $386,000,000  for  pnblio  iiistmction,  and  $9S),OOn,000  for 
pnblie  works.  Tliiu  dot»  not  include  tliu  eipeiiditnrefi  of  private  companies,  llio 
$2,316,000,000  which  tiio  war  of  1870  and  the  commnne  of  1B71  cost,  havo  been  paid. 
No  country  has  given  anoh  miirveloua  prooA  of  aclivity  and  of  progress,  uotwith- 
standing  tlio  lioiivy  taxes. 

Consul  Covert,  of  Lyons,  says  that  American  goods  are  populiir  in 
France.  Mei-chanta  say  they  are  paclfed  better  than  those  received 
from  other  countries.  Care  should  be  taken,  however,  to  mark  the 
country  of  origin  on  goo<lH  shipped  to  France,  as  otherwise  they  are 
likely  to  bo  held  at  the  frontier.  Goods  coming  through  another 
country  are  subject  to  a  warehouse  tax.  Direct  shipments  ft-om  Amer- 
ic»  to  France  would  cause  a  substantial  increase  in  the  volume  of 
exports,  and  would  avoid  many  difficulties. 

Fruit  is  transported  from  the  Australias  to  London  in  six  weeks,  but 
it  takes  seven  weeks  to  carry  pork  ft-om  Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  Lyons. 
The  flist  voyage  is  abont  four  times  as  long  as  the  second.  The  fruit 
ia  carried  iu  cool  chambers  and  sold  at  Covent  Garden.  Oalifornia 
oranges,  iieaches,  apples,  plums,  and  |)erhaps  melons  would  find  hosts 
of  buyers.  They  ought  to  reach  Lyons  in  twelve  or  fifteen  days,  and 
would  be  in  good  condition,  if  stored  in  cool  chambers  with  a  tempera- 
ture not  more  than  2°  or  3°  above  f^eeziug.  Silk  buyers  arrive  iu  Lyons 
from  New  York  iu  eight  days.  If  fruits  and  meats  could  be  trans- 
ported in  that  time,  there  would  soon  be  a  steady  demand  for  them. 
The  sanie  applies  to  Spain  and  Italy.     Mr.  Covert  continues: 

Sliooks  for  silk  boxes  .ind  stave  wood  for  wine  and  liqnor  barrels  n-onld  find  a 
good  market  in  I>yons.  A  nnmber  of  establish  men  ts  are  engaged  all  the  yoHr  rnund 
man nfactu ring  boxes  for  packing;  textiles. 

At  tbe  recent  agncnltural  fair  held  in  Lyons,  the  American  visitoi  felt  quite  at 
home.  Escepting  the  wins  presses— ca]iacity  from  a  half  bushel  of  grapea  to  tous, 
prices  nuiging  trora  $8  np  to  $1, 000 ^al moat  every  implement  born  an  American 
name.    The  churns,  cnltivatora,  hayraken,  mon'ers  and  reapers,  coin  shell  era,  Eiilky 

e  here  expreased  in  the  eiiiiiviileiits 
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rakes,  Bteel  tedders,  plows,  tbrasben,  bindera,  uid  othor  implemeiita  wero  nearly  all 
of  Amurican  pattern.  Tucy  were  frenertkllj  man iifao tared  in  FrEtoce  aod  wer« 
uoticeablj'  less  ueat  and  artistic  tban  tlio  American  make.  I  heard  farmera  coDKratu- 
late  themselves  on  possessing  some  implemeot  actually  raanufactnred  in  tlie  United 
Btates,  purchaHBil  tbruogh  an  English  liouBe.     - 

"       '  ir  here  prefer  articles  made  in  the  United  States  to  those  of  other  a 


trloa.     American  inventive  skill  is  well  known,  and  is  expected  to  maintain  Ita  repn- 


a  by  keeping  Bome  new  and  usef\il  contrivunco  always  before  the  world. 
manufactures  are  known  to  bo  so  snperior  in  tiuisb,  iu  smooth  and  eaey  working, 
that  Enropeans  willingly  accord  them  the  palm  nf  siiperiority. 

Consul  Tourg^e,  of  Bordeaox,  writes : 

The  decided  iucrcaae  in  the  importation  of  dried  apples  and  pears  shonld  call  the 
attention  of  the  shippera  of  these  oommoditicB  to  the  neoesBity  of  keeping  this 
market  well  supplied  with  infarmation  in  regard  to  the  trade.  Ibis  consnlaie  was 
OTemiu  during  laut  autumn  and  early  winter  with  applications  for  the  addresses  of 
shippers  of  dnod  iVuits  in  the  United  States.  I  found  it  very  difficult,  from  the 
reeonrces  at  mv  couiniUDd,  to  auBwcr  these  inquiries.  In  a  general  way.  this  difficulty 
eiistsinregard  to  amines  of  triide.  At  one  time,  when  acLangoin  the  I'rcoch  law  Ipft 
an  opportunity  during  a  Lrief  interval  to  import  Hour  on  peculiarly  advantageous 
terms.  I  had  perhaps  a  hundred  applications  for  the  addresses  of  parties  who  mi^ht 
be  relied  upon  to  ship  flour  promptly  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  thiB  opportunity. 
There  was  not  in  this  consulate  the  address  of  ^  single  commission  merchant  or 


exporter  of  floor  in  tlie  XTni ted  States.  I  might  jnst  us  well  have  nndertakpu 
reply  to  inqniricH  legarding  auy  partioulnr  tra&lo  in  the  planet  Jupiti:r.  It  isnu 
with  almost  nil  other  branohes  of  trade.  Except  lawyers,  It  is  impossible  to  refer  a 
foreign  inqnirer  to  a  mau  pursuing  any  line  of  business  in  the  dilforeut  cities  of  the 
United  States.  There  are  at  least  a  half  dozen  legal  directories  furnished  this  con- 
■Dlat«;  why  not  directories  of  other  lines  of  business  as  welll  Indeed,  I  would 
suggest  to  the  exporting  associatious  of  the  United  States  that  instead  of  making 
the  consuls  answer  an  impossible  mass  of  nbsnrd  detail  questions,  in  regard  to  the 
trafBc  of  bis  district,  they  would  be  accomplishlDg  mnoh  more  for  the  export  trade 
of  tlie  ITnitod  States,  if  they  furnished  the  console  of  Europe  with  a  ready  method  of 
answering  inquiries  in  regard  to  American  exporters. 

GERMANY. 

Official  statistics  for  1898  (quantities  only  being  stated)  show  tLat 
the  imports  of  Germany  were  437,1'*<*,754  metric  tons  and  the  exports 
300,863,280  metric  tons.  The  imports  show  an  increase,  as  compared 
with  tlie  same  period  of  1897,  of  25,557,586  tons  and  the  exports  an 
increase  of  20,6«2,794  tons.  Exports  iu  the  first  nine  moutlis  of  1898 
were  valued  at  #052,596,000. 

In  his  aimnal  review  of  the  trade  of  Germany  for  1897,  ConBuI-Geu- 
eral  Mason,  of  P>ankfort,*  says: 

The  year  1897  in  Gennany  has  been  characterized  aa" another twelvemonthdnring 
which  every  chimney  in  the  Fatherland  was  smoking,  every  wheel  tiimiDg."  The 
industrial  and  commercial  activity  which  he^n  bo  notably  iu  1894  whs  continued 
tbronghoiit  the  year,  and  the  Btatistics  of  foreign  commerce  show  anotablo  increase 
in  both  the  bulk  aud  aggregate  ralucs  of  imports  and  exports  over  those  of  the  last 
preceding  or,  iuileed,  any  jirevions,  year.  The  foreign  trade  of  the  live  years  ending 
with  1897  is  thus  Hynopsised,  it  being  premised  that  the  values  here  given  are  those 
sapplieil  by  the  imperial  bnreaa  of  statistics,  and  arc^  not  actual,  but  estimated 
ofltcially  by  taking  as  a  basis  tlie  aierage  market  value  of  each  class  of  merchandise 
dnring  the  year  under  consideration: 
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■Now  of  Berlin. 
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There  is  thna  ehown  a  net  gain  of  mote  than  993,000,000  over  the  aggregate  for- 
eign trade  of  189t),  which,  in  reapeot  to  both  import*  and  exports,  had  aorpaased  the 
record  of  every  previonB  year.  The  bicmb  of  importa  over  exports  amonnts  to 
*243,892,880,  which  would  be  considered  In  the  United  States  a  Bomewhat  »orLons 
advene  "balance  of  trade."  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  relative  Bitna- 
tioDB  of  Germany  and  the  United  Btatea  in  regard  to  aappliea  of  food  producta  and 
certain  raw  materials  of  inanafaetare  are  essentially  different,  GennaDy,  with 
52,000,000  inhabitanta,  is  nnable,  under  present  coaditions,  to  raise  either  meata  or 
breadatufis  in  anfflcient  (inantity  to  supply  the  wiuitB  of  her  people,  and  most 
import  heavily,  not  only  food,  but  several  staple  raw  materials. 

StatiaticB  of  Gurmuiiy's  trade  by  countries  are  unfortunately,  for  some  reason, 
always  {rreatly  delayed;  the  Imperial  Stntistioal  Yearbook  for  IK97,  which  bits  inat 
Appeared,  contains  only  the  geographical  tables  for  the  foreign  commerce  of  1896. 

From  these,  it  appears  that  Great  Britain  holds  the  first  and  (he  United  States  the 
third  place  in  both  the  import  and  export  trade  of  Germany,  Of  tho  fort.v  sii  conn- 
tries  named  in  this  exhibit,  the  five  Eeadtngoueaare  as  follows:  Great  Britain  contrlb- 
nted  to  the  imports  of  Germany  in  181t6,  14.2  per  cent;  Rasaia  cauiaaccond,  with 
13.9  per  cent;  the  United  States  third,  with  12.8  per  cent:  then  Austria- Hongary, 
with  12.7  per  cent;  and  F'rance  fifth,  with  5.1  per  cent  of  toe  whole  amount. 

In  respect  to  German  Piports,  Great  Britain  t«ok  19  percent  of  tho  whole;  Aus- 
tria, 12.7 per  cent;  the  United  States,  10.2  per  cent. 

It  is  int«reettng  t«  note,  year  by  year,  the  flnctnations  <d  imports  of  the  several 
olasecs  of  prodncts  which  form  the  staple  of  American  export  trade  to  Germany,  and 
which  abow,  in  the  aggregate,  to  what  extent  this  country  is  dependent  upon  our 
own  for  not  only  cereals  and  meats,  bnt  for  some  of  the  essential  raw  materials  of  its 
monnfaetures.    The  record  of  1881  shows  the  following  notable  items : 
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Among  the  more  noticeable  flnctnations  in  the  above  list  may  be  eited  the  import 
of  Indian  corn,  which,  in  1896,  wm  553,981  tons;  so  that  the  receipU  of  1897  showed 
an  increase  in  one  year  of  422,053  tonu,  or  76  per  cent.  Wheat,  on  the  contrary, 
declined  from  266,375  tons  in  li<96  to  207,261  tons  in  1897;  but  it  is  to  be  remarked 
that,  notwithstanding  this  differenoe  in  quantity,  the  wheat  imports  of  1897  were 
valued  at  *7,541.600,  against  *8, 139,600  for  those  of  18%,  a  difTrrenceof  only  $595,000. 
The  greatly  inoreasied  import  of  corn  shows,  therefore,  that  tiie  people  of  Germany 
are  beginning  to  realize  the  ccouoniy  of  corn  as  a  breadHtiift',  While  they  have  not 
yet,  to  any  great  extent,  accepted  corn  bread  as  a  substitute  for  thfi  heavy,  sour, 
black  loaf  made  from  a  mixture  of  rye  and  tho  lowest  quality  of  nhfat,  corn  meal  is 
now  used  to  a  greater  degree  than  hitherto  for  mixing  with  wheat  and  rye,  and  it  is, 
moreover,  in  constantly  increasing  demand  as  food  for  rattle  and  horses  and  for 
distillation. 

Another  snrprising  item  is  the  lm}>ort  of  2M  tons  of  American  caviar,  against  221 
tons  of  the  same  product  fVom  Russia,  although  here,  as  well  as  in  other  Enropean 
countries,  all  caviar  is  popularly  supposed  to  be  of  Russian  origin  and  paid  for  accord- 
ingly. Finally,  there  were  imported  last;  year  5,918  American  horses,  valued  at 
^5,800. 

Among  the  steadily  growing  exports  from  the  United  States  to  Germany,  is  leather. 
Notwithstanding  the  rapid  rate  at  which  German  tanneries  ore  being  ivnuipped  with 
American  machinery,  and  the  eagemeas  with  which  the  more  advanced  tanners  are 
learning  and  adopting  American  methods,  eapeolHlly  relating  to  tlie  chrome  proceas, 
there  is  a  large  and  s^ady  export  f^om  this  diatriet  to  the  United  Stales  of  calf  an cf 
goat  skins,  which  come  back  aa  shoe  and  glove  leather.  Frankfort  is  the  prinoipal 
mart  of  this  trade,  and  there  are  now  inthiseity  eleven  flrats  which  import  and  deal 
almost  exclusively  in  Amerioan  leather,  which  finds  a  ready  sale  among  the  shoe  and 
leather-goods  manufacturers  of  Germany,  Austria,  and  Switzerland. 
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XotwitliHlandiug  nil  oomplaiiits  of  iuoreoaed  competition  aliroad,  the  stcingenoy 
of  Lostile  taiitlH,  and  tlie  grawing  cast  of  liviaff  at  lioiue,  tlie  yen  under  cousiderft- 
tion  waa  one  of  uniform  jiiospenty  and  activity  id  all  fields  of  German  iiidnati;. 
The  coDsnmption  of  coal,  which  fonns  an  accurate  index  to  manufacturing  and  com- 
meiciiil  activity,  increaaed  at  the  usual  rate,  the  product  of  German  mines  being,  in 
1S95, 30,1(N),000  tons;  in  1896,  33,000,000  tons;  and  in  1897,  :)5,TOO,000  tong.  Baaidu 
the  donieatio  supply,  Geimauv  imported  6,072,028  tons  of  coal  In  1897,  oeaiust 
5,476,752  toLiR  in  1M06  and  5,117,356  tons  in  18S5;  M  well  a*  8,111,075  tons  of  brotrn 
coal  and  435,16<l  tons  of  coku,  which  helped  to  meet  the  Bt«adily  increasioe  demand 
for  fuel.  In  the  district  of  Dortmund,  the  nnmber  of  men  employed  iuoual  an<l  iron 
worliB  iucreascd  from  159,915  in  1896  to  172,768  in  1897.  Fifty-two  of  the  principal 
works  and  collieries  paid  dividends  averagiug  10.68  per  cent  in  1897,  ftgaiust  7.59 
per  cent  duriup  tiio  fiscal  year  1894-95. 

Other  great  indnatriM,  like  the  mannf»otuie  of  ooal-tar  dyes  and  oliBratcala,  paid 
dividends  ranging;  fruin  18  to  28  per  ount,  and  the  oleotrioal  manufacturing  compa- 
nies have  woi'kod  liternlly  night  and  day  through  months  of  phenomena)  activity. 
It  ia  stilted  upon  direct  anthority  that  the  Geuernl  Electrical  Company,  of  Berlin, 
entered  upon  the  present  year  with  orders  on  its  hooks  amounting  to  95,000,000 
miirka  ($32,610,000).  ngaiiint  65,000,000  marks  {(15,470,000)  on  the  first  day  of  18y7; 
and  that  the  groat  SchUckort  Company,  of  Nnreinljerg,  had  in  June,  1897,  orders  on 
baud  aggrogating  96,000,000  marks  (S2-i,848,000)~more  than  douhle  those  of  the  same 
date  in  1896.  American  experts,  whose  testimoay  is  entitled  to  credence,  have 
repeatedly  stated,  after  careful  examination  of  the  snUjeot,  that  the  prices  obtained 
for  etucCricul  machinery  of  all  kinds  iu  Germany  are  nearly  or  qnite  douhle  those 
which  prevail  iu  the  United  States;  and  it  is  both  natnral  and  gratifying  that  the 
oppoTtnuity  tbns  olfercd  has  been  utilized,  at  least  to  some  extent,  by  American 
macbinists. 

'ITio  yosr  189e8.iw  organized  in  Germany  183  indaatrial  companies  with  268,580,000 
marks  (*6.VJa2,040)  of  capital,  while  1897  bronght  forth  251  new  companies,  whoise 
aggregate  capital  rc'aclieclgSO.iTCOOO  mnrka  (*90,551,860).  Of  these,  upt  leas  than 
11  were  electrical  companies,  with  total  capital  of  96,310,000  marks  f $22, 207,780). 
Nentiy  all  these  investments  were  taken  ot  home.  The  Germany  of  to-day  baa 
becoiijo  a  country  wsiilthy  onoagh  to  invest  ite  own  money,  wherever  it  can  see  a 
iiiir  prospect  of  a  prolitahlo  return. 

The  phenomeuul  iiiduHliial  development  of  Garm.tny  during  the  past  twenty  years 
hns  been  the  combined  result  of  a  national  policy,  tiuder  which  the  skill  and  enter- 

Erise  of  manufacturers  and  merchants  faavebeendirected,  encouraged,  and  sustained 
y  every  resource  of  the  Imperial  and  State  govern  men  ta.  From  the  Cbancelloc  of 
the  Empire  down  to  the  humblest  tntor  in  u  comuiorcial  or  technical  school,  Ger- 
many bas  been  organized,  educated,  trained,  and  devoted  to  the  task  of  becoming 
an  industrial  nation  in  the  broadest,  kiEbest  sense,  ami  in  marketing  its  snrplas 

Rroducis  anions  the  nations  of  the  eartli.  The  ablest  judgment,  the  profonniieet 
larning,  and  the  most  consummate  technioal  skill  bave  been  brought  to  the  study 
and  perfection  of  every  detail  in  the  eutire  system,  and  the  result  has  thus  far 
Jiistined  every  efi'ort  and  fulfilled  alt  reasonable  expeotaCion. 

There  are,  however,  not  wanting  in  this  country  economists  who  think  that  they 
recognise  on  the  bnrixon  the  rising  of  a  cloud  of  ominous  portent.  As  an  incident 
and.  condition  of  Germany's  perfect  organisation  and  rapid  industrial  growth,  its 
leading  productive  interests  have  been  syndicated  to  an  eit«nt  probably  unknown 
in  any  other  country.  The  rematkable  eflioienoy  of  those  syndicates,  in  promoting 
exports  of  mannfactnred  products,  has  been  largely  doe  to  the  power  which  they 
e^ietcise  in  maintaining  the  home  price  of  any  given  class  of  merchandise  at  such 

Sroti  table  figures  as  to  enable  the  same  oiannfaeturer  to  sell  for  export  at  whatever 
isconnt  may  be  necessary  to  seourethe  contract. 

From  the  reports  of  several  chambers  of  commerce  in  Western  Germany,  there 
bave  come  recently  signs  of  impending  revolt  on  the  part  of  the  German  pablie 
against  being  further  oompcllod  to  pay  the  cost  of  establishing  and  maintaining 
markets  abroail.  It  is  also  pointed  out  that  one  result  of  the  system — the  object  or 
which  was  to  retain  ta  the  Fntberland  by  very  effective  means  tUo  work  of  mana- 
facturo,  and  thus  give  the  largest  and  most  lucrative  employment  to  labor—has 
been  to  defeat  this  eud  by  promoting  the  export  of  Oermaa  raw  and  partially 
finished  materials,  to  be  worked  up  to  complet«d  mannfacturns  in  Belginin,  France, 
and  Switzerland.  It  is,  in  other  words,  asserted  by  the  complainants  that  the  syn- 
dicates have  become  too  efHelent,  too  consummate  in  man^ement  and  potent  in  (he 
control  of  vast  resourcee,  and  that  tbe  intereata  of  tbe  general  pnblio  are  thereby 
made  to  suffer. 

There  is  perbsns  nothiug  new  nr  enrprisiug  in  all  this,  nor  Is  it  apparent  that  any 
protest  or  oomplniut  will  avail  to  change  the  policy  of  the  Government,  or  toreitraiu 
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the  efTerlaof  tbesfnilioteBtoeiti'nd  UieiTfoTeljsntrads^RolongaaiesalU  like  those 
iCamereil  tii  ISSn  cnu  be  poioted  teas  tbo  frait  audviadiefttioii  of  the  preaeut  •fitem 
of  protection  au (I  deTeJopmont. 

Tlie  report  for  18&S  of  tbe  Hamburg  Chamber  of  Commerce  (aee 
advance  sheets  of  Consular  Keporta  No.  3C6,  March  Q,  1S99)  saya  that 
£uro[)eaik  ictlaatrjr  may  be  prepared  for  tho  fact  that  ia  uiaoy  articles 
which  have  liitherto  been  imported  the  L'aited  States  will  bacomo  a 
shar[>  competitor,  especially  iii  t^o  iron  and  steel  industries.  The 
reason  for  the  strength  of  the  American  industry,  the  report  says,  is 
found  iu  the  capacity  fur  production  on  a  largo  scale  of  ccrtnio  com- 
modities, in  comparison  with  which  the  German  facilities,  with  only  a 
few  exceptions,  are  far  inferior. 

A»  to  the  inspection  of  foreign  meats  the  report  adds  that  injustice 
has  been  done  the  American  product,  as  aot  one  case  of  trichina'  poison- 
ing fro:n  the  consumption  of  American  pork  has  occurred  iu  (iermaiiy 
since  the  importation  was  agiiin  allowed.  The  danger  of  the  San  Jose 
scale,  continues  the  report,  was  exaggerated,  and  much  damage  thereby 
done  to  trade. 

OBEJX'K. 

According  to  the  Annales  dn  Commerce  Exterienr,  Faris,  No.  Xlf, 
imports  into  Ureece  in  1897  were  estimated  at  922,Lr>6,000  and  the 
exports  at  $15,575,000,  Consular  Agent  Harris,  of  Eihenstock,  sends 
the  following  details  in  regard  to  the  trade  for  the  tirst  eight  months  of 
IHOA: 
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Consul  McGiiiley,  of  Athens,  gives  fables  showing  ho>v  the  trade  w.is 
divided  in  I89C; 


c...,.„ 

■    In.iKirt8 

K)  SOS  000 

1  6i3  OMI 
1  493  OM 
1  3fll  000 

Cnunlrj'es 

UBS  UW 

Esporu- 

1  ^^  gijj  ^ 

tMl.IHM 

1  »|[J|JJS 

SE:^;:;;;;;;;;; 

Aiwr«Hiii.,!iirT 

iwy  .::: 

b,  Google 


168  COMMERCIAL  BELA.TIONS. 

Mr.  McGiiiley  reiwrts  an  improvement  in  trade.  Altliough  official 
statiBticB  for  1897  liave  not  yet  been  issued,  there  was  nnquestionably 
a  large  increase  in  imports  during  the  year,  over  1896.  Eefeiriug  to 
the  table  of  trade  by  countries,  it  will  be  seen,  says  the  consul,  that  six 
countries  furnished  more  of  the  ioiports  than  did  the  United  States; 
England  sent  seven  times  as  much  and  Bussia  more  than  six  times  as 
much.  The  United  States  should  have  a  larger  share  of  the  trade. 
American  machinery  and  goods  are  much  sought  for  in  G-reece,  and 
many  of  our  products  reach  the  consumer  through  England  and  other 
countries.  Sewing  machines  and  watches  from  the  United  States  are 
for  sale  in  Athens.  Canadian  cheese  is  imported,  and  Mr.  McGinley 
thinks  the  United  States  should  compete  in  this  line.  American  bicy- 
cles, windmills,  and  various  kinds  of  machinery  and  tools  can  find  a 
ready  market;  only  the  best,  however,  should  be  sent. 

A  report  fW)m  the  consular  agent  at  PiriTus,  Mr.  Sourmely,  on  the 
advisability  of  establishing  direct  communication  with  Eastern  Med- 
iterranean ports  (published  in  Oonsnlar  Eeports  Ko.  218,  November, 
1898),  says: 

PircRiis  ia  the  chief  Hellenic  port  for  imports.  Nearly  65  per  cent  of  tbe  gooie 
imported  into  (ireece  pass  throagh  tbe  PirteuB  cDBtom-house.  TLe  transport fition  of 
tbeae  goods  is  effected  by  tbe  weekly  service  of  the  following  regular  steiMiiahip 
lines  (which  enjo^,  tbrouf^b  conventions  with  the  Greek  Government,  sundry  privi- 
leges and  reductions  of  port  dnes,  etc.) :  i  Italian  steamers,  i  Austrian  steamers, 
2  French  stesmers,  2  German  steamers,  2  Russian  steaniers,  2  Egyptian  steamere, 
1  Knglish  steamer  (.Tobuston  Line),  The  fiillowing  give  fortnightly  service:  1 
English  steamer  (Prince  Line),  1  Dutch  steamer,  1  Dnnish  steamer.  That  is,  there 
are  about  T-l  regular  srrivals  from  abroad  monthly,  besides  the  nnmerous  irregular 
calls  of  steamers  not  belonf^ing  to  lines  trading  constantly  with  the  Piriuns. 

Greece  imports  nearly  all  manufactured  goods.  England  sends  machinery,  Iron* 
niongery,  stcid  articles,  chemicals,  crystal,  glass  and  earthen  ware,  groceries,  coal, 
taw  cotton  (chiefly  New  Orleans),  colonial  produce  of  all  sorts,  potted  and  tinned 
goods,  oils,  paints  and  varnishes,  statiouery,  cloih,  watches,  clocks,  etc, ;  irotu  Bel- 
gium come  liiiles  {chiefly  of  Buenos  Ayres  origin),  skins,  window  glHsa,  arms,  bar  and 
sheutiron,  mocbinery,  Ironmongery,  and  hardware  j  from  I'rance  come  tbe  reuowned 
specialties  of  Paris  and  Lyons,  macliinery,  ironmongery,  cluth,  and  some  colonial 
produce;  from  Germany  and  Austria  come  chemicals,  stationery,  machinery,  hard- 
ware, and  imitations  of  nearly  all  English  and  French  articles  andsppcinlties;  ItAly 
sends  sulphnr  audaliiuited  umonnt  of  manufactured  goods;  from  Bussia  come  corn, 
dried  fish,  batter,  oaviAr,  and  cattle ;  from  Turkey  and  tbe  Donnbe  are  imported  corn 
and  other  ^;riculturnl  nrodace,  and  ^m  Egypt,  raw  cotton. 

Most  of  those  articlos  are  produced  or  raanofaetured  under  favorable  circum- 
stances and  at  low  cost  in  the  United  States,  as  is  proven  by  tbe  numerous  American 
exports  that  come  via  London,  Liverpool,  etc.,  where  tbe  wholesale  stores  oiler  to 
Greek  and  Levantine  merchants  the  advantage  of  quick  enecution  of  small  orders, 
and  also  of  liberal  credit  terms.  It  is  therefore  evident  that  an  American  steamship 
line,  trading  regularly  between  the  Unit«d  States  and  Greek  i)orta,  would  immensely 
assist  American  manufacturers  and  producers  in  siipplantiuz  the  middlemen  and 
gra<lualty  o[ieninf;  important  outlets  iu  these  markets.  The  l':nglish,  German,  and 
Other  steamship  lines  Wgan  with  moutbly  (and  by  no  means  regular)  voyagi's;  bnt 
ibey  soon  organized  regular  weekly  aervioo  at  PiricuB  and  otber  Levantine  porta, 
and  have  found  that  it  pays  them  well.  The  German  line  is  new  sending  here  two 
steamers  per  week.  It  may  therefore  be  presumed  that,  with  intelligent  study,  com- 
bined action,  and  perseverance  on  tbe  part  of  American  uianufaetLiK'rH  and  pro- 
diicerH,  assisted  by  a  well -organized  steamship  line,  the  time  will  soon  come  when 
Amcricua  articles  will  be  freely  imported  into  tht«e  important  conruming  mavkets, 
and  tlie  AniericaD  maritime  flag  will  secure  its  due  share  of  the  i^igiits,  uolb  of  the 
im]Kirt  and  the  export  trade. 
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ITALY. 

Italian  ofBciftI  returns  show  tbat  the  imports  for  the  flrBt  eleven 
iDODths  of  1898  were  ♦234,600,000,  and  tbe  exports  $197,800,000.  The 
Imports  JD  1897  were  $230,000,000,  and  the  exports  $210,800,000, 
divided  as  follows : 
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There  was  a  large  inerease  over  the  previous  year  in  the  import  of 
raw  and  partly  worked  material  for  the  use  of  the  national  factories. 
Coal  showed  an  iucrease of  178,000  tons;  raw  hides,  timber,  dyeing  and 
tamiing  materials,  and  minerals  also  showed  notable  gain)'.  There  was 
a  decrease  in  imports  of  raw  cotton,  silk  cocoons,  scrap  iron,  etc. 

Consul  Cramer,  of  Florence,  says  that,  although  it  is  impossible  to 
^ive  statistics  of  imports  from  tbe  United  States  into  that  district,  it 
IS  fair  to  say  that  each  year  Rhows  an  increase  in  the  quantity  aod 
variety  imported.  Illuminating  oil,  tobacco,  brandy,  canned  fruits, 
meats  and  vegetables,  bicycles,  pum]»B,  muchines,  cloirks,  watches, 
locks,  leather,  chemicals,  tyuewriters,  agricultural  implements,  railroad 
cars,  hardware,  mnsical  insTniments,  etc.,  of  United  States  origin  are 
Bold  in  Florence.  Cotton  cloth  of  American  manufacture  is  not  yet  ou 
the  market,  and  itfi  introdnction  might  be  profitable. 

Consul  Canghy,  of  Messina,  after  speaking  of  the  nselessness  of  cata- 
lognes  as  a  means  of  advertising,  snys  that  United  States  exporters 
should  learn  from  the  example  of  an  English  bicycle  vender,  who  took 
passage  with  150  wheels  ou  one  of  the  Liverpool  boats,  which  stops  a 
coaple  of  days  at  each  of  the  principal  Mediterraneiin  ])orts.  The 
agent  would  take  one  of  his  wheels  ashore  at  each  ]>lace,  visit  tbe 
dealers,  invite  them  aboard,  and  display  his  stock.  When  ho  rea<thed 
Hessina,  he  bad  sold  for  cash  over  100  of  varions  grades,  and  in  tbat 
city  he  sold  11.  He  intends  to  adopt  the  same  methods  on  a  trip  to 
Sonth  America. 

Consul  Jarvls,  of  Milan,  also  referring  to  the  importance  of  personal 
representation  in  business,  instances  the  visit  to  that  city  of  an  agent 
of  a  Chicago  camera  firm.  He  could  apeak  only  English,  says  the 
consul,  but  he  had  American  energy,  and  soon  every  camera  dealer  in 
the  city  had  samples  of  the  aiticte  in  his  windows.  It  is  too  early  to 
judge  of  sales,  continues  Mr.  Jarvis,  as  the  visit  was  recent,  but  tbat 
is  the  correct  way  to  introduce  goods. 

Tbe  following  advice  to  British  manufacturers  seeking  Italian  trade, 
published  in  a  recent  Blue  Book,'  will  be  of  interest  to  United  States 
exporters  as  well: 

indiontion  of  the  logs  to  British  trndo  in  n 
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of  the  more  important  clfuues  of  worked  iron  and  ateel  and  chemioals.  Other 
canaeB  njiiat  be  sciUKUt,  and  certainly  esiat,  tbongh  apparently  tliey  are  of  bo  com- 
plex a  nature  that  there  is  Roino  risk  of  error  iii  attemptitiK  to  deQiie  tliom  on  broad, 
Seuerul  lines.  Ae  the  reanlt  of  carefnl  inqnlriea,  I  wonltf  vrntQre  to  ■uf(i;FBt  that 
le  fullowin^  oro  among  the  more  important  factors  favoring  German  competition: 
Zeal  in  seeking  hrdcra;  reudinoKs  to  conform  to  the  wishes  of  customers;  offering 

J  notations  in  Itiitian  currency,  the  seller  taking  the  risk  of  flichange;  quoting  for 
ulivery  at  the  place  of  consumption,  all  charges,  including  dnty,  pain;  Bystematie 
inquiry  concerning  the  commercial  standing  of  all  likely  boycrs,  so  that  credits  are 
given  wilh  fair  security;  rapidity  and  certainty  in  date  of  delivery;  and,  finally, 
lowness  of  qnotiitloiis. 

Eoglaod  waa  probably  the  first  country  to  appreciate  and  mannfactnro  good 
agrieiiltiirtil  machlneB,  and  the  deserved  reputation  of  English  agriculturiata  was 
euch  that  enterprising  foreign  landowners  natnrally  looked,  in  the  drsl;  instance,  to 
England  to  supply  them  with  agricultural  machinory.  Today,  however,  wiib  tlio 
important  ciceplioii  of  iiurtfthleeuginoH  tiud  ateum  thrashers,  England  baa  practi- 
cally lost  tlie  trade  in  such  maobiuery.  Reaping  and  mowing  maobiues  and  bay 
rakes  ore  almost  univeraally  of  American  manufacture,  wbilo  plows,  drills,  and 
other  small  machines  are  generally  of  German  or  Swedish  origin.  And  tbe  reason 
of  tbe  change  is  nnt  far  to  seek.  In  England,  horses  are  strong  and  can  drat;  heavy 
niachinery,  nud  farmers  are  prepared  to  pay  good  prices  for  bi;:bly  finished,  strong 
machines,  solidity  being  specially  appreciated,  and  weight,  wittiin  eertniu  limits, 
being  imm.-kterial.  On  tlio  Continent,  speaking  generally,  hones  aresmallci  than 
in  Knglnnd,  and  weight  is  a  very  important  condition,  while  real  liniab  is  not  fnlly 
appreciated  and  lownesB  of  prime  cost  is  all  important.  American,  German,  and 
Swedish  agriealtiinl  machinery  may  not  always  l>e  of  as  good  material  or  as  well 
flliiiihetl  as  English;  but  it  satiaties  ordinary  foreign  requirements  in  tbe  more 
important  conditions  of  weight  and  price,  and  consequently,  it  lirives  English  rivals 
out  of  the  market. 

Machine  tools  conBtitnte  another  class  of  exports  in  which  British  manufoctnrcrs 
ap|>ear  to  be  loaiuB  ground,  through  similar  and  avoidable  caosoB.  1  recently  had 
the  opportnnity  of  visiting  one  of  the  moat  important  and  succesaful  mechanical 
'  works  in  Italy,  and  noting  tbo  country  of  origin  of  the  very  lar^^e  collection  of  tools 
of  nit  kinds.  I  was  dlxappointed  on  observing  tbe  comparatively  Bniati  nnmber 
of  tools  of  English  make  in  (lie  xhop,  and  further  at  tbe  fwt  that  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  tbe  I'^ngtish  tools  bore  Ibo  name  of  commitsinli  lioaaee,  and  not  those  of  well- 
known  makers.  In  tbo  opinion  of  the  nianogcr,  Eugliab  tools  are  generally  made 
according  to  old  nioilels,  while  more  improvemunts  are  found  in  the  machines 
oft'ired  by  other  eonntries,  and  f  be  very  best  tools  of  the  more  complicated  type* 
are  now  being  offered  from  tbe  United  StatoB  and  are  neeeaaarilj  accepted,  in  spite 
of  their  comparatively  high  price. 

MALTA. 

Tlie  imports  of  dntiablo  articles  io  1897,  says  Consul  Grout,  of  Malta, 
weru  $1,404,0U(I,  of  which  $732,000  came  from  the  Uiiited  KiDgdom, 
$],;U0,UOO  irom  Russia,  $1,026,900  from  Italy,  and  lesser  amouuta  from 
other  coDutrics.  (irain  is  the  chief  import,  $1,^08,000  worth  having 
been  entered  during  the  yeur,  mostly  from  Russia.  lu  manufactured 
giain  produi;tB,  France  Ictl  and  dreat  Britain  Ibllowed.  All  tbe  ]>re- 
Bervetl  beef  and  mutton  iscreditetl  to  Great  Britain,  although  probably 
tbe  J.irger  part  came  originally  fiom  the  United  States.  With  direct 
commanication,  the  United  States  would  soon  supply  a  large  pr(j]K)rtiou 
of  tlie  trade. 

The  exports  for  1897  are  not  stat«d.  lu  1S90,  they  were  givea  at 
$212,600,  and  the  imports  at  $4,338,0U0. 

NETHERLANDS. 

Tlie  imports  in  1897  were  estimated,  in  tbe  pnblication  by  the  British 
Board  of  Trade  already  referred  to,  as  $68'2,9 11.000,  and  the  esports  as 
$590,820,000.  The  imports  in  1896  were  stated  at  $057,242,000,  and  the 
exports  at  $537,755,000.  The  percentage  of  tbe  tntde  with  the  leading 
countries  was: 


EUBOFE:   NETHERLANDS  AtfD   PORTUGAL. 


CouMrm. 

..^ 

Kiport.. 

Coontriw. 

ImpofU. 

Pmul 

J,       , 

Consul  Listoti,  of  ItoLterdam,  givea  tLe  following;  list  of  some  of  the 
principal  imports  from  tbe  United  States  iuto  the  Netlicrlaods  iu  1S97 ; 
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FeuMdM. 

m.Dsi.too 

ColtOD-Hed  oil 

The  importation  of  American  machinery  and  liardwiire,  Mr.  Listoe 
says,  is  increasing,  and  many  dealers  seem  to  bo  anxioas  to  handle 
them.  American  tools,  he  believca,  are  bouglit  in  small  <iitiintitieB 
throngli  German  honses,  wliich  indirect  importation  maker,  them  higher 
in  price.  Many  American  tools  are  to  he  seen  in  the  workshops,  and 
they  are  easily  recognized  by  tbeir  finish.  Our  stlf  feeding  stoves  are 
coming  into  general  ni<e.  If  electric- light  fixtures  conld  be  suld  at  lower 
prices,  the  demand  would  be  large.  Fumitnreis  not  yet  introduced  to 
a  greater  extent  than  duiing  the  previous  year,  hut  favorable  results 
maybe  expected,  as  some  of  our  manufacturers  have  begun  offering 
goodaon  easier  terms.  "I  have  noticed,"  saya  Mr.  Lietoe,  "that  most 
of  the  dealers  handling  American  gooils  here  are  very  reticent  about 
giving  information  relating  to  the  introduction  of  onr  mannfaetures. 
I  think  that  most  of  them  are  alVaid  that  an  expression  of  opinion 
on  tlieir  part  might  lead  to  the  appointment  of  agents  by  comi»ctiug 
uiaDufactorerg," 

PORTUGAL. 

ConsalThieriot,  of  Lisbon,  gives  the  value  of  imports  fVom  the  United 
States  in  1807  (for  coneximption)  as  14,876,848.  The  export  of  products 
of  Portugnl  to  the  United  States  in  1897  was  aCG2,;iG4.  The  total 
imports  for  the  first  six  months  of  1898  were  t2';,iiSS,204,  and  tha  e.\]ioi  ts  . 
were  415,340,760.  These  figures  are  for  the  special  trade,  and  exchido 
specie. 

The  Moniteur  Officiel  du  Commerce,  Paris,  June  23, 1398,  has  the 
following  details  of  trade  in  1897 : 
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The  ImportatioDB  of  preoions  metals  la  not  oom^riaed  in  those  totals.  The  pilncU 
pal  inQiease  of  inpuTte  la  uoted  in  food  product! otia,  live  animala,  coal,  maobinea, 
and  apparstiiH  destined  for  mannfactnTe*.  Of  the  oonntrieH  compHtinK  for  this  trade, 
England  has  tlie  Hrat  rank,  Oermanv  the  socoud,  Brozil  the  tlurd,  then  follow  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  with  France  aiitli. 

The  eiports  of  Portugal  for   the   year  1897  show     -    *  '  """   ----- 

($1,382,400)  over  those  of  1896.     They  were  olMBifled  i 
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These  flgnres  show   that  the  exports  are  chiefly  agricoltiiFal.     Wines  of  ever; 


The  following  extracts  from  tbe  British  Blue  Book,  already  referred 
to  (seo  footnote,  p.  109),  give  information  in  regard  to  trade  conditions 
iu  Portugal : 

With  regard  to  British  imports,  there  haa  been  an  improvemr'nt  over  1894 1  bnt  It 
is  the  general  opinion  thut,  nottritli  stand  lug  an  adverse  tariff  and  other  impedi- 
ments, onr  trade  coaid  posaihly  bo  further  improved  here,  ttiaut;h  if  this  is  to  be 
done  it  will  be  by  t\w  persunul  excrtiooa  of  competent  triivi'Ii!rB  or  agents.  It  is  of 
little  or  no  use  flooding  the  place  with  English  circiilara.  Not  unfrcqnentlj,  oata- 
lognea  art,  eeut  to  the  oousDlnte  with  the  ivqnest  that  the;  ma;  be  kept  in  caae  of 
inqniries  being  made  by  iinportera.  These,  however,  are  not  in  the  habit  of  oalling 
at  Ibia  oflice  on  such  business. 

Inmachinery,EnglBndholdBherown,  especially  with  regard  to  spinningmachinerf. 
This  is  not  ao  much  the  case  with  railway  plant,  and  is  probablv  due  in  part  to  the 
greater  pains  taken  b;  our  foreign  competitors  in  suiling  the  wiidieaof  the  bu;ers  in 
regard  toijuality  and  manner  of  payment,  thus  otfering  an  inducement  to  local  agents 
toi-oprcsent  thumin  preference  to  English  houses.  Aa  au  instance,  I  ma;  mention  the 
following  case  which  came  under  my  notice:  Tenders  were  inviteilb;  a  railwa;  com- 
pany fur  some  tracks,  and  among  others  there  was  an  offer  from  an  English  firm.  On 
■ending  home  Infurmatiim  of  the  want  of  suoceas  in  obtaining  the  order,  the  agent 
received  the  following  auawer:  "If,  as  you  say,  J'reiioh  and  llelgiau  firms  are  lower 
'  ill  priue  than  we  ore,  then  we  feel  coniidcnt  that  in  rompariaon  the  conatruction  of 
tholrnnteriiil  will  be  uf  a  leaa  solid  nature  than  we  offer.  These  remarks  as  to  being 
beaten  iu  price  by  Erench  and  Belgian  makers  have  come  before  ue  frequently,  but 
generally,  we  are  glad  to  say,  have  resulted  in  one  obtaining  orders  afterwards  on 
account  of  the  nnaatiafactory  result  of  buyers  purchasing  from  other  quarters." 
Now,  ail  agent,  l>eiug  paid  on  commisHion,  would  have  mm-h  preferred  obtaining  the 
order,  even  if  the  "  material  were  of  a  less  solid  nature"  than  that  then  offered,  to 
wailing  for  years  on  the  off  chance  of  the  cheaper  goods  proving  nnsatisfuctory. 
Moreover,  iu  tbe  caso  in  point,  which  occurred  four  years  ago,  no  snob  want  of 
eatiafaction  aeoms  to  have  arisen. 

Much  may  be  done  to  meet  the  demand  for  light  Eoods  occasioned  by  tbe  stringent 
diitiee.  It  should  be  borne  iu  mind  that  among  the  less  wealthy  Dla-ises,  in  the  Por- 
gueso  towns  especially,  the  love  of  dress  and  finer;  is  more  conspicuous  than  In 
northern  countries.  The  chief  idea  is  to  keep  pace  with  the  fashion ;  consequently, 
■tuffs  are  nut  rei|nired  to  last  longer  than  a  season,  and  durability  is  of  lees  importance 
than  Urst  coat. 

Even  in  machinery,  the  samo  tendency  is  observable  to  a  largo  extent,  though  the 
sensible  majority  of  manufacturers  prefer  the  heavy  English  machine  inatmmente, 
notwithstanding  the  added  expense  in  dutiea,  to  the  lighter  and  lees  durable  artioles 
imjM)rted  froia  other  countries. 

The  market  haa  also  to  be  studied  in  other  ways,  which  will  be  better  understood  by 
on  iustanco  being  given.    A  gentleman  wished  to  obtain  ftom  England  some  lace  win- 
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doweortaina.  lDth«c*talogae«  to  which  he  referred  hefonnd  all  the  qaotatloiiB  for 
curtaiDB  with  taped  edgea.  Now,  the  antaped  artiole  paeaee  the  ouitom-bouae  at  a 
duty  of  about  68.  4d.  per  kUoKram  (11.21  per  3.2046  pouuds),  whareaa  the  taped  cur- 
tain ia  considered  to  be  "made-up"  goods,  and,  aa  ttuch,  pays  three  timea  tnat  sum. 
The  wonld-be  purcbaBer  in  tbie  case  askocl  nNottinKbauihoime  to  supply  the  cnrtaina 
without  tape,  but  was  met  with  the  condition  that  lie  shanld  take  a  uiimmnm  qiiao- 
tity  of  six  pairs  of  each  pattern  selected.  This  instance  refers,  It  is  true,  to  a  very 
small  traasaction;  but  with  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  parcels  post  and  the 
economy  resultiuK  iVoin  direct  communication  between  the  furnisher  and  the  con- 
sumer, such  small  traneactiooe  could  be  brought  to  sum  np  a  very  important  total, 
if  details  such  as  that  of  the  taped  edges  were  not  a  source  of  difiicalty. 

Again,  some  goodH,  suoh  as  paaeementerie,  are  not  allowed  in  the  customs  to  ha 
eeparated  from  tbe  cards,  etc.,  on  which  they  arc  wonnd  or  folded;  it  heoomes, 
therefore,  of  Importance  that  these  should  be  made  as  light  as  possible. 

With  reKard  to  sewing  thread  wound  upon  reels,  it  is  raanilest  that  the  lighter 
tbe  reel,  the  cheaper  will  tbe  thread  come  ont.  Other  instances  of  the  kind  will 
BOggeet  tbemeelvee,  when  once  it  ia  renemborcd  that  the  duty  is  charged  by  weight. 

The  boxee,  cases,  etc.,  in  which  goods  are  pscked  also  pay  duty  and  are  an  item 
to  be  considered.  In  a  recent  instance,  a  series  of  paokages  were  ordered  to  be 
delivered  to  a  shipping  agent,  who  was  instrncted  to  forward  all  of  them  in  one 
case.  Some  of  the  go<Ms  delivered  were  in  small  boxes,  which  were  inserted  in  tbe 
caae  jnst  as  they  were  received,  and  each  of  those  boxes  paid,  as  manufactared 
wooden  goode,  a  larger  aura  in  duty  than  they  had  otiginally  cost. 

EOUMANXA. 

Miuiater  Bockhill,  of  Athens,  says  that  tbe  imports  from  tbe  Uoited 
States  iDto  Buumania  in  1897  were  valued  at  <202,33d,  against  tl40,483 
in  1896  and  $90,088  iit  1895.  Tbe  chief  items  are  textiles,  woods  and 
articles  of,  and  articles  of  iroD.  Altboagh  imports  from  the  United 
States  show  an  increase  and  seem  capable  of  considerable  development 
(DOW  approximating  0.25  per  cent  of  the  total  import  trade),  exports 
fcom  Koumania  to  the  United  States  are  practically  nil. 

The  total  imports  in  1897  were  t68,6G.'),000  and  the  exports  $43,266,000. 
The  figures  for  1896  were  $63,2 19,000  and  $62,543,000,  respectively. 
The  trade  was  diatribnted  principally  as  follows: 


Counlriei. 

ImporU. 

Export.. 

CsDiitrlH. 

Import*. 

Exports. 

Ptrtenl. 

27.  le 

2.30 
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The  British  consular  officer  at  Bucharest  says: 

The  competition  between  British  and  German  manufacturers  of  engines  and  thrash* 
enia  becoming  more  acnto  year  by  year,  as  the  Uertuans  seem  to  have  little  diSlculty 
in  providing  a  cheap  article  and  one  which  doon  its  work  very  well.  lu  harvesting 
machinery,  the  American  makers  hold  the  market,  and  as  these  makers  avem  to  have 
determined  to  conform  to  the  requirements  and  usages  of  this  market  in  every  sense  of 
tbe  word,  it  is  probable  that  they  will  succeed  in  enlarging  their  trade.  'Hie  Amet- 
icans  also  are  gradnally  but  Barely  gettjug  the  trade  in  binder  twine,  large  qnanti* 
ties  of  which  are  sold  on  this  market. 


RUSSIA. 

The  exiwrts  of  Bussia  during  1897,  says  Consnl-General  Holloway, 
of  St.  Petersburg,  amounted  to  i362,674,0UO,  an  increase  of  $18,923,000 
as  compared  with  1896.  Daring  the  first  four  months  of  1898,  exports 
were  valued  at  $102,267,000,  showing  aa  inoiease  of  $19,042,000  over 
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the  same  period  of  1S97,    Cereals  reprcseuted  abont  lialf  of  the  valae 
of  the  exports  in  1897, 

Importa  in  1807  were  valncd  at  8361,885,000,  an  increase  of  $3,860,000 
compared  with  1S96;  and  during  the  first  foui'  montlia  of  1808  imports 
were  882,962,000,  an  increase  of  (7,094,000  as  compared  with  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  the  preceding  year.  Baw  and  half  worked  materi^ds 
wore  valued,  in  the  import  trade  of  1897,  at  tUG,120,0OO;  provisions  at 
$3^,g!Ki,00U;  maaufacture8at$Sl,934,900, andanimal8at$S83,000.  The 
trade  with  the  priiiciital  countries  was: 
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Eiporti. 
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lapotta. 

CMntrlM. 
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DnlUdiiuUa 

Exports  to  the  United  States  increased  daring  1897,  compared  with 
189G,  by  85«7,OO0.  Imports  from  the  United  States,  on  the  other  hand, 
decreased  by  $0,206,300.  The  chief  import  from  the  United  Stiites  is 
raw  cotton. 

Consul  lleeuau,  of  Odessa,  says  that  an  inquiry  instituted  in  that 
city,  almost  from  store  to  store,  brought  ont  the  fact  that  a  large 
variety  of  American  machines  and  implements,  for  agricultural  and 
other  pnrposes,  were  on  sale.  At  least  tbre&fourths  of  the  goods,  says 
Mr.  Heenan,  were  sold  by  German  travelers  representing  Uambnrg 
houses.  An  American  firm  lias  secnred  the  contract  to  furnish  the  city 
of  Odessa  $125,000  worth  of  cast-iron  water  pipe.  The  competition 
with  foreign  as  well  as  Bussiaii  firms  was  keen,  but  the  contract  was 
awarded  to  a  well-known  Philadelphia  Bnn,  and  a  iwrtion  of  the  pi^KS 
has  already  been  delivered.  An  interesting  item  of  trade  during  1*J3 
was  the  shipment  from  Odessa  to  Vlatlivostok  of  a  number  of  harvesters 
and  bniders  of  Americnn  manufacture. 

The  following  snggestioDS  as  to  trade  with  Kiissia,  by  Consal-Gencral 
Hoiloway,  were  published  in  Advance  Sheets  No,  325,  Jannary  16, 1899 
(OoDsn)ar  Reports  No.  222,  March,  1899) ; 

BiiBsia  odcnpieB  an  aren  over  S.500,000  snuiuc  miles,  one-sixth  of  the  land  of  tLe 

f;lobe,  with  a  popnlation  of  I30,(;00,000  Knii  an  annual  incfeasa  of  2,000,000.  This 
iiclailes  UO  iliti'erent  races,  1X1,000,000  of  whom  aro  falniera.  Siberin  aluiio  contains 
^C,000  square  miles  of  land  siiullsr  in  nil  respects  lo  thiit  of  Kunsns  and  Xebradka, 
which  is  traversed  by  the  great  TTaiis-Siburian  Hailroail  ami  is  being  settled  hj  n 
oonstnot  stienm  of  iiumigrants,  who  receive  Uoverumeut  old  according  to  their  needa 
and  ability  to  till  the  soil. 

This  country  cerbiliily  coustitutes  a  ivorld  large  euoiieh  to  commauil  the  atteutiou 
of  the  lending  niintifactDrera  and  exporters  of  the  United  l^tatea,  who  ore  seeking 
a  market  for  their  surplus. 

There  iaa  general  desire  on  the  part  of  Itoiiaiitu  merchants  and  dealers  to  make 
couQeclioDH  witli  Amoricau  man ufactu rent,  provided  this  can  bo  done  udvnntagcously ; 
but,  as  a  riilo,  American  bouses  hare  a  Kruaral  Agent  in  Englaud  or  Germuny,  who 
supoi'viiies  tlieir  bnsiiiess  for  Europe  and  appoints  sabagents  for  Russia  and  other 
conntries,  and  takes  three-fourths  of  the  coniiniBsion.  Rusaiau  agents  object  to 
dealing  thrdiigh  an  agout  in  Londou  or  Ilambnrg,  and  very  much  prefer  to  deal 
directly  with  the  hoiue  company.  As  examples,  some  years  since  the  Baldtriu 
Locomotive  Woika  and  the  Worthington  Pump  Coiuiiany  gave  the  esolusive  agency 
for  tljcir  goods  in  Itiissiih  to  Bt.  Petecnbutg  agenta,  who  dual  directly  'irith  the  houio 
companies,  and  non-  practically  control  the  RusBina  market  for  locomotives  and 
steam  pumps,  their  trade  anonnting  to  milliiHia  evet^  T^^ar;  while  agents  for  rival 
companies,  who  are  enbject  to  the  orders  of  agents  in  Knglaud  luid  lieimany,  are 
uuablo  tu  com[>ete  with  them.  What  haa  b««u  accomplished  by  these  coinpanieR  cao 
be  dune  by  others  with  cquiilly  mcritorioaa  oiticleo.  ,  .  , 

C.ooolc 
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Articles  of  American  maniifactnto,  with  the  oxcoption  of  poitiible  and  traction 
engines,  tbrftsbioK  macbiues,  and  plows,  an  preferred  to  those  nmniifftctiired  in 
England,  Belgium,  and  Germany,  our  priocipal  competitors.  The  American  tbroah- 
an  and  endues  are  too  ligbt  to  atatid  tbe  raagh  naaee  4ach  raachtnea  are  anbjceted 
to  in  UuSHia.  On  theotber  hand,  there  ja  a  large  and  iDcreauDg  trade  in  alt  par ta  of 
BDBHia  in  American  barveating  machinery  and  liirmiDg  implements,  such  aa  binders, 
mowers,  reaper*,  hayrakes,  etc. 

The  only  plows  nsetl  in  Karopean  Bnssia  are  those  mannfactmed  in  Bassia  and 
Germany,  both  siving  satisfaction.  American  iilows,  however,  are  very  popular  in 
•Siberia  and  in  the  Aiudi  region,  one  American  nrm  in  Muecow  having  JuHt  placed  a 
$10,000  cash  order  to  sapply  that  tra<lo.  The  English  formerly  held  the  marliet,  but  of 
recent  years  they  have  been  nndeisold  by  tbe  Kassians  aod  Germans,  whose  plows 
can  be  pnrcfaased  at  ODO-tbinl  the  price  askeil  for  English  or  American  plows  and  on 
longer  time,  their  retail  price  Deing  (torn  25  to  2H  riiblea  («12.8T  to  SU.32)  for  single- 
farrow,  two- wheel  plow,  and  30  to  S  rnblea  ($15.45  to  $19.37)  for  don  ble.fnrrow,  three- 
wheel  plow,  whii^b  is  much  less  than  tbe  price  for  which  American  plows  can  be  sold 

The  Germans  are  constantly  stadying  the  Rnssian  market,  and  mannfactnre  arti- 
cles in  tbe  style  and  manner  they  find  speclslly  adnpted  to  the  wants  of  Itnsaian 
farmers.  While  England  still  fnruishea  Rnssia  a  few  thraahers  and  engines,  Ger- 
many practically  controls  tbe  market.  It  13  gratifying,  Iiowever,  to  know  that  tbo 
commercial  relations  between  tbe  KasBiaus  and  Iho  people  of  the  United  States  were 
ncTcr  so  friendly  or  strung  bb  to-day,  and  tlicy  are  growing  cinder  each  year,  by 
reason  of  better  acquaintance  and  largely  increased  buslneas  relattons- 

Not  with  standing  tbu  capid  progress  KtiBKi:i  is  making  iu  the  eitablishment  of 
mnnnfactoricH,  which  are  tieiug  encouraged  liy  the  Government,  she  is  not  able  to 
. .^   .^_  .- '    '--  md  ftr  iron,  t ---    -    --■  - 


keep  pace  with  tbo  increased  demand  fur  iron,  toromotives,  cars,  const  s 
battla  ships,  elevators,  elactricnl  apparatus  and  supplies,  wood-working  machinery, 
tin  plate,  agricnUnral  implements,  roeln,  cotton,  rooliDg  slate,  leather,  ecalea,  heavy 
ordnance,  typewriters,  tools^  liicycles,  seiving  maibiucH,  liardwaro,  coal  and  other 
machinery,  and  photographic  materials,  as  noil  an  in  otbei'  llnrs  in  'nbii'h  oar 
anprcmacy  is  nnqnestioucd.  Russia  offers  snch  a  rich  iiclil  for  invest  men  t  and  profit- 
able trade  that  our  mannfacturers  sLonld  study  tbe  market  oud  niiithods  of  doing 
lt.nBinctiH.  The  Russian  railway  and  m»unfactiiring«ybteiiiaarenowin  their  infancy, 
and  there  will  be  for  years  ft  constant  demand  for  car  niaterini,  railroad  machinery, etc. 
Tbe  underwriters  state  that  the  ioEsea  by  tire  in  Kussia  every  nine  years  cqnal  tbu 
value  of  all  tlie  bnildinge  in  the  ICmpire.     Whilo  some  of  tUe  larger  cilirs  have  a 

Said  Gre  department,  they  have  no  steam  tire  engines  or  cbemieal  fire  eztingiiishprs, 
epeodiug  npon  the  old  stylo  hnndbiake  engines  and  taking  tbcir  Bnpply  of  water 
from  liogsbeads  hauled  to  tbe  fire  on  four-wheeled  wngons.  When  a  fire  occurs  iu  a 
anknrb  or  town  where  the  bnildings  are  of  logs,  sa  is  frw^nentlv  found  in  Russia, 
the  reanlte  arediaastrous;  and  it  often  happens  that  entire  villages  are  deatroyed 
for  the  want  of  adequate  protection.  Ru^ia  oB'urs  a  market  for  steam  Hro  engines, 
fire  extingnifliera,  hoso,  etc. 

There  is  also  a  Sue  lield  for  tbo  introduction  of  eli>ctric  street  carti,  passenger  and 
freight  elevators,  improvi'ddonriiiguiillH,  planing  mills  tuioanafoi^turi!  aiksbea.  door^, 
ftooring,  etc.,  in  regular  siies,  as  well  as  improved  coal  and  other  mining  macliincry. 
Oor  unprecedented  ejport  of  raerrbandi.-e  during  the  past  yoar  shows  tliat  Ameri- 
can niann factiirerH  are  studying  tbe  science  of  tbe  export  trade.  The  nnuiber  of 
representativcsuf  American  Qrms  and  corporations  th.tt  visit  Russia  Is  increasing; 
annual  ly, 

SEEVIA. 

Tlie  Moiiiteur  Officiel  du  Commerce,  Paris,  December  22,  IS98,  givea 
tbe  followiug  figures: 

The  imports  into  Servia  for  the  year  1897  are  vnlned  at  13,313,831  dinars  («.9J5,se8) ; 
the  exports,  at  B5,939,!tSl  diortrs  (tH  ,796,416)  against  53,385,969  dinars  [»10,:W3,192)in 
18S6.  The  total  value  of  French  importations  was  784,033  francs  ($151,318) ;  th« 
eiporla  from  Servia  to  France,  were  ;tl2,ri35  liancs  ($60,344).  Tbe  principal  importa- 
tions are  textile  products,  valued  at  $3,605,000;  skins,  raw  and  tanned,  $289,500  ;ngri- 
CTtltnral  and  borticnltnml  products,  $424,500.  Tbe  chief  articles  of  export  arc  fresh 
fm its, $3,211,679 )  animals  and  animal  products,  $4,745,330,  of  which  pork,  ponllry, 
and  cgga  are  important  factors.     In  tbe  moTenient  of  imports,  Anstria-Hnngary 


ranks  first,  with  5^.28  nor  cent;  H^nglaud,  Germany,  Turkey,  America,  a 

follow  in  the  order  of  tbeir  importaiice.     Anstna  Hungary  holds  tlio  snnii 

the  commerce  of  exportation ;  a  considerable  part  of  tbe  merchandise  attiiuuicu  m 

Austria- Hungary  consists,  howaver,  of  goods  id  transit. 
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Ill  Oommercial  Relations,  1896-97,  the  imports  of  Spain  in  1897  were 
stated  at  $122,000,000,  against  $124,800,000  in  1896,  and  the  exports 
at  $142,290,000.    The  chief  classes  of  import  and  export  were: 
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AlimunUryHubsUncH,  Inoluding  grain,  aDgar, 

The  imports  of  Spain  iu  1898*  were  estimated  at  about  $92,000,000, 
and  the  exports  at  $132,000,000. 

In  the  Beview  for  last  year,  it  was  stated  that  the  United  Kingdom 
had  23.9  per  cent  of  Spain's  foreign  trade  and  France  2fi.4  per  cent. 
The  trade  with  Cuba  represented  10  per  cent  of  the  total ;  with  Porto 
Bico,  4  per  ceut,  and  with  the  Philippines,  3.9  percent.  Ko  other  coun- 
try had  over  C  per  cent  of  the  trade,  the  share  of  the  United  States  being 
6.4  per  cent. 

SWEDEN  AND  NORWAY. 

SWEDEN. 

Consul- General  Winslow,  of  Stockholm,  gives  the  total  imports  into 
Sweden  in  1807  as  $9t),62.'>,000,  and  the  exports,  as  $94,600,000.  These 
flgnres  show  an  increase  of  about  $4,000,000  in  imports  and  of  about 
$8,500,000  in  exports,  as  compared  with  the  ]>revious  year.  The  chief 
articles  of  import  and  export  are  stated  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Import  i. 

Eiprrta.    j                ArUclea. 

ImporU. 

Kxportd. 

HMO.  000 
7.805.000 

sioooiooo 

900.000 
l.SOO.OOO 

»8So,ooo 

woooo 
ilisoiooo 

2,500,000 
8.150.000 

8,oi>u:ooo 

130  000  000 

Tmlilea 

SKAiV*::::::::: 

I^eallier.  Bhoea.  etc 

Ijrd.  urMBC.  and   mill- 

Z.OOri;ooo   :  Mnrur.«t'™dmVnBi^V; 

'mow      MaDtifaVtu»d'in)'n"II!II 

1   Macliinery 

000,000 

1.504.000 

ilmooo 
ilioolooo 

2,150,000 

Conaal  Bergh,  of  Gothenberg,  says  that  the  first  six  months  of  1898 
show  a  decrease  in  the  imports  of  breadstuffa,  but  the  import  of  iudian 
corn  was  twice  as  large  as  during  the  same  period  ill  1897.  The  import  of 
pork,  meat,  petroleum,  cotton,  coal,  raw  wool,  and  machinery  also 
increased.  The  import  of  American  pork  was  the  largest  on  record, 
amouutitig  to  15,524,800  pounds  during  the  period  under  review,  against 
3,652,600  poandt)  iu  the  first  six  months  of  1897.  The  import  of  rails 
was  tvrice  as  large  as  during  the  period  iu  1897.    Fertilizers  also  show 
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a  substantial  increase.    Tbe  exports  of  machiueiT'  and  tools  and  paper 
are  steadily  grovintC' 

Consul' General  Winslow  says: 

Sneden  has  made  more  prngresa  duriog  tbe  paet  two  years  than  probably  any 
other  oountTj  in  Europe.  That  crcat  expanee  of  tinibet  and  irou  laod  In  the 
northern  p.trt  of  Sireden.that  waa  formerly  thu  home  of  the  Laplander  aod  hia  reiu- 
doer,  ie  Jast  being  opened  up  to  civil ization.  It  bai  in  timca  past  been  thoagbt  to  . 
be  a  worthless  stretch  of  territory,  bat  exploration  baa  brought  to  li^ht  somaof  the 
fiupHt  mineral  land  in  the  world.  'Immeuse  forests  of  birch  and  piao  are  also  to  be 
fouDtt  awaiting  tbe  woodman's  ax. 

A  new  milroail  ia  to  bo  constmcted  from  Lolitfi,  over  the  monntains,  into  Norway, 
thns  bringjug  the  territory  near  to  tbe  world's  market,  and  giving  it  speedy  commnni- 
cation  with  the  seaports  on  the  North  Hea,  which  are  never  clomd  hy  ice,  Labor  is 
well  paid,  and  it  might  be  said  that  this  land  is  virgin  aoil. 

Machinery  will  be  needed,  iron  (mannfactured)  and  steel  raila  required,  and 
immense  quantities  of  canned  goods  to  feed  tbe  workers;  American  pork,  fat  and 
heavy,  to  take  tbe  place  of  butter;  tools  to  be  put  In  tbe  mechanira'  hnnda,  and 
tobacco  to  keep  away  tbe  moscjaitoes  in  aiiminpr  aod  splaco  tbe  laborer  during  tbe 
long  winter  nights.  Great  things  are  in  store  for  Sweden  daring  the  coming  years, 
and  her  wants  ure  tu  be  many  an<1  varied  Onr  merohants  can  lind  an  outlet  for 
almost  imy  prodnct  that  a  new  country  lb  llalile  to  re({,ulre.  It  ia  aland  that  ia  going 
to  be  the  Klondike  of  Enrope. 

A  great  mistake  our  exportera  make  is  in  not  having  the  goods  sent  here  properly 
packed  and  inspected  before  ahippiug.  Many  articles,  HQch  as  machinery,  bicyclea, 
boote  and  shoes,  and  provisions,  lose  their  attractiveness  anil  ready  sale  on  account 
of  their  pour  appearance  on  arrival,  ilsny  orders  are  plated  from  samples,  and,  to 
the  disappointment  of  the  bnycr,  the  merchandise  is  freqnenll;  some  grades  below 
the  sample  which  brought  the  order.  A  merchant  who  bos  been  disappointed  in  this 
manner  is  loath  to  venture  a  second  time. 

Belginni  and  England  have  been  Hnpplying  Swnden  with  cast-iron  pipe,  rails,  and 
iron  and  steel  beams  suitable  for  building  purposea.  In  the  city  of  Stockholm,  the 
old  houses  are  fast  disappearing,  and  the  modem  structures  will  require  a  great 
quantity  of  these  beams. 

Sweden  has  to  a  great  extent  been  overlooked  by  our  morchantfl.  In  a  great 
measnre,  the  American  goods  come  here  through  Gemuui  and  English  houses,  thus 
making  the  importations  more  expensive. 

NORWAY. 

Consa!  Bordewich,  of  Ubristiania,  says  tbat  the  trade  of  N'orwny  with 
all  countries  (including  Sweden)  in  1897  was:  Imxiorts,  $71,275,180; 
exports,  $45,323,432.  The  figures  for  1896  were:  Imports,  $fi4,9]8,910; 
exports,  t39,945,94({.  The  large  excess  of  imports,  Hays  Mr,  Borde- 
wich, is  attribnted  to  the  new  industries  that  have  been  undertaken, 
increasing  the  importation  of  miicbiuery.  The  chief  imports  from  the 
United  States  were:  Fork,  $199,670;  petroleiim,$763,70();  leather  and 
tanned  siiins,  $531,700;  tallow,  lard,  and  margarine,  $376,780;  Hour, 
$108,050;  tobacco,  $108,020;  wood,  raw  material  and  staves,  $101,000. 
These  articles  were  lu  the  direct  trade;  a  large  quantity  of  American 
gooda  comes  through  England  and  Germany,  and  is  credited  to  those 
countriea.  Direct  imports  were  about  $200,000  larger  in  1897  than 
in  1896. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  were:  Lumber,  $11,400,000;  wood 
pulp,  $4,876,000;  products  of  fisheries,  $13,527,000;  matches,  $233,000; 
wrapping  paper,  $1,991,000;  condeuseil  milk,  $1,200,000;  manufactures 
of  wood,  $883,000,  etc.  The  competition  of  the  United  States  in  the 
wood  pulp  industry  is  attracting  attention,  and  a  recent  report  by  tbe 
Swedish -Norwegian  consul  in  New  Tork  gives  a  full  account  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  industry  in  this  country.  One  advantage  that  N'orway 
possesses,  says  Mr.  Bordewich,  is  io  the  abundance  of  water  power. 
0  B — TOL  1 12 
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BWITZERLAN0. 

GoiiBDi-Getieral  Du  Bois,  of  St.  Gall,  gives  the  total  imports  in  1S97 
atf  »i!n),U25,0lH>  (against  tl91,H14,U00  iu  18U<i)  and  the  exports  as 
$133,781,000  (against  <132,803,000  in  the  preceding  year).  Imports  in 
the  first  six  mouths  of  1S08  were  valued  at  $96,091,000  and  exports  at 
$66,813,000.    The  chief  articles  of  import  and  exi>ort  in  1897  were: 


'  ArLiclM. 

frnporU.    [   Eiporla. 

Artkloa. 

ImporU. 

Export.. 

Wonl  and  wooleni 

1:S:S 

4.870,000 

^^■Z 

SS'Si  "■"■"" 

Cutlonfwds 

1 1.  MO.  vuu  ,  24,034,0011 

IV.  am,  000 

The  chief  increase  in  imports,  as  compared  with  the  previoas  year, 
was  in  raw  silk,  machines,  food  stuffs,  wood,  and  footwear.  Exports  of 
timepieces,  dyes,  macbitiery,  and  animals  show  an  increase. 

Gousal  Morgan,  of  Aaran,  gives  the  following  statement  of  Swiss 
trade  with  the  chief  conutries  iu  1897 : 


nemanr 

Fmniw 

luly 

Hiisxia 

Aiistria , 

Knglmiul 

TJniUil  Slatea. 


Importa.  I  Biporta. 


It  is  gratifying,  says  Mr.  Morgan,  to  note  that  the  increase  in  imports 
from  the  United  States  in  the  year  under  review  ($10,337,000,  against 
$7,851,000  in  189C)  far  surpaHses  that  of  auy  other  country.  This  increase 
was  largely  due  to  the  import  of  wheat. 

Consul  Gift'ord,  of  Basle,  ufter  noting  that  the  United  States  exports 
to  Switzerland  are  really  larger  than  are  indicated  hy  the  figures,  iuas- 
mucli  us  much  of  the  trade  is  via  other  countries,  notes  an  iucrea^e  in 
the  exports  of  leather,  dried  fruit,  horses,  machinery,  copper  aud  brass, 
bicycles,  etc.     lie  continues: 

Wbn  could  ever  have  mippoiicii  that  natch  caws  vonlil  be  sect  in  nny  coDsitlcrabl* 
<luautity  to  Ibe  land  of  iratcbas  jiar  uicellencet  y«t  tbe  ri*ileB  of  the  two  eouutrieB 
arc  bein;;  reTeraiul  in  tbls  respert;  our  export  in  tbia  line  to  Switzoriasd  increased 
from  »39,0(I0  to  «121,<00  Iiut  year,  and  tbere  ia  rpaeon  to  believe  tbal  the  current  ;car 
will  show  n  ati II  moioatrikiD);  advance.  Swies  BtatiBticiuoe  ascribe  this  eitnatiuii 
to  the  heavy  duty  iiiiposud  on  watcb  casea  iu  tlie  United  States. 

Consul  Bidgely,  of  Geneva,  however,  notes  that  while  the  export  of 
watches  from  Switzerland  to  the  United  States  has  decreased,  there 
has  been  a  gain  in  the  export  of  fine  watches  from  Geneva  to  this 
country. 

TURKEY. 

CouBul-General  Dickinsoii,  of  Constantinople,  says: 

The  only  reliable  oroven  approximate  flfrnr^s  in  regard  to  the  trade  of  this  Empir» 
with  the  other  coantriee  of  Uie  world  are  tbe  oBiciat  retiiniBof  the  Ottoman  Govern- 
ment, and  tbaae  are  fully  three  j'enra  in  arrears.  The  latest  return,  which  waa 
lecently  ifisiieil,  is  for  tbe  liscal  year  beginning  March  13, 1894,  and  ending;  March  12, 
18b5.  According  to  this  return,  tbe  imports  into  aud  exporta  fioiu  tbe  OttDmaa 
Empire  wore  Iu  valnn  aa  rollowH: 
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While  the  foregviug  fignrea  for  tfae  fiscal  year  anilliig  March  6,  1S9&,  sbow  au 
incniase  in  both  eiporta  and  imports  otbt  thoM  of  1H94,  it  io  not  to  be  preRunifd 
that  there  haa  b«ea  a  coircBpnndini;  increoae,  or  indeed  any  inereiM,  durinf;  tlie  iaat 
two  yKuta.  On  the  ooatrarj,  thera  ire  WTeral  mdicationa  which  point  to  a  lulliog 
off  in  trade,  BSpecially  in  iuiports,  dnrin^  1891  and  inttj;  but  the  opinion  of  experi- 
Miced  fudges  is  that  there  haa  been  a  k"^"^  improveueut  and  retnm  to  formar 
Condi tiona  dnring  the  latter  part  ortbe  preseut  year.  This  opinion,  however,  ia  not 
aapported  by  ofliciat  invoicea  of  gooda  sliipped  from  Conatantinople  to  the  United 
States.  The  vallte  of  export*  to  the  United  titutea  for  the  fiscal  yenr  ending  June 
30,  ISee,  M  ohoirn  by  iUToicea  in  this  office,  was  «2.01T,H26.I7.  In  1896,  the  total  of 
exports  was  $2,619,»33.12 ;  in  18»7,it  waa  ri,3ai^0.Sl,  white  in  1SH8,  it  shrank  to 
*l,K7»,065.7i. 

While  there  are  no  new  etatistioi  obtainable,  the  activity  in  indtutriei  and  trade 
in  tUia  conBnlar  district,  and  indeed  tfaroti)fboDt  Tnrkey,  io  marked  and  uniutKtuk- 
able,  tiermony  continnea  to  ahow  energ.T  in  every  drpartment  of  buHinesB,  and  ia 
nndonbtrdly  taking  each  year  a  part  of  the  bnsiueM  given  hocetofore  tu  Kngland, 
Anatri.i,  and  Franee. 

The  English,  who  have  heretofore  done  the  hnik  of  the  importing  bns 
coniitry,  »re  making  no  ipecial  effort  to  extend  their  bnainess — except 
merctal  agent  for  Turkey  Da*  recenll;  been  appoiiited — and  ibey  seem  t 
npoii  the  repntfktion  they  have  gained  fur  selling  reliable  goods,  tiemiany,  < 
other  band,  haa  alrrady  acquired  the  reputation  of  mannfactitring  cheap  and  com- 
panttively  worlhleas  productH.  The  goods  of  American  and  English  manufnctnre 
are  the  only  onea  in  Ihis  market  which  have  an  nnqneationed  reputiition  for  quality. 

Bnfc,  while  American  goods  have  an  exuellent  reputation,  ao  fur  as  they  have  been 
introilaced,  there  are  some  conditions  which  must  be  improved  before  a  large 
increase  uf  American  commerce  with  this  country  can  be  expected.  The  heavy 
freight  cbarsee,  amonnting  to  iiaarl;  910  per  ton,  which  Amerii-au  uiannfatturera  are 
BOW  compelled  to  bear,  are  practically  prohibitory,  except  for  prmlncts  in  which 
Ameiicaii  maQafacIurein  start  with  a  decided  advantage  overthoeeof  other  countries. 

The  principal  producls  of  the  United  Stales  now  sold  in  considerable  quantities  in 
this  market  are  tools  (such  as  chisels,  taws,  and  planes),  locks  and  other  boose 
hardware,  clocks  and  watches,  cotton  twills  (unbleached)  and  "caunt"  (the  latter 
beinj;  a  blue  twill  much  rised  in  Asia  Uinor),  rnbber  shoex,  lamps,  pumps,  stoves, 
perfDmery  and  patent  medicines,  lubrirating  and  kprosene  <iil,  tjpenrit 
desks  nuil  ehairs.machinery  for  flour  mills,  agricnltaralimplBineuts,  iron 
and  other  producta  of  iron  and  steel,  sewing  machines,  and  door.  This 
article  was  bnt  recently  introdoced,  bat  its  superior  qnalit.v  has  attracted  wide 
attention,  and  at  present  prices,  it  eaems  able  tu  drive  the  Turkish,  liusaiau,  anil 
Roumanian  nruduct  from  the  market. 

Theae  are  only  a  fuw  of  the  Aintricnn  prndncts  whiob  would  lind  a  ri>ady  market 
here,  if  the  shipping  und  freight  conditions  were  only  moderately  improved.  The 
marked  difference  of  cost  in  this  market  and  in  the  American  market  of  ma»y 
articles  and  products  which  ard  rarely  seen  here,  except  of  foreign  mauufacture, 
compels  the  inference  that  they  might  be  profitably  iiitroiluced  under  present  con> 
ditions  of  transport.  Some  of  these  are  furniture  of  all  binds,  leather,  and  boots  and 
shoes;  sash,  doors,  blinda,  and  other  finished  bnllding  material;  wagons,  iron  goods 
and  general  hardware,  and  cotton  goods  of  every  description.  These  l.tat  are  con- 
Hiderably  higher  in  this  market  than  in  the  United  States.  There  is  already  a  lirm 
demand  liere  for  unbleached  American  cotton  gooda. 

The  consul-general  Bnbinits  figures  as  to  tbe  actaal  trade  wbich 
might  justify  the  establishoient  of  a  direct  steamship  liae  between  "Sew 
Totli  and  Eastern  Mediterranean  ports,  and  adds: 

Tbe  pinion  of  onr  eonsnlar  officers  in  Greece  and  Asia  Minor  is  nuaDimous,  that 
ah  imnrovement  of  our  freight  service  lies  at  the  thteehold  of  any  attempt  toincreaae 
Uie  sale  of  American  goode  in  these  markets.  - 


■r  pipes 


180  COHHEBCIAL  RELATIONS. 

e-BEMAK  OOMMBSIIOIAL  IMTBEESTS  IN   TURKEY. 

The  London  Times,  October  28, 1898,  ctpeaking  of  the  growth  of  Ger- 
man exports  to  the  Levant  since  1888,  when  the  Deutsche  Bank  entered 
into  financial  relations  with  Turkey,  says : 

But  far  more  important,  than  the  direct  participation  of  German  capital  ia  the 
financial  trnnaactiunH  of  the  Deutsche  Bant  in  Turkey,  were  the  iudirect  cunsequencea 
to  (leruiau  industry  and  commerce  of  the  estabtiBhment  of  this  new  banking  COQ- 
nection  with  the  Enst.  Tho  transaction  of  businesa  by  industrialiata  and  merchants 
was  faoilitnted,  and  German  enterprise  hoe  not  beeu  slow  to  take  advantage  of  its 
new  oppurtuDitieti.  Gorman  bioycles,  tu  take  one  of  the  moat  modern  articles  of 
manufacture,  are  rapidly  BiipersediTif;  English  and  American  machines  in  Asia  Minor. 
AocordiiiK  to  a  report  of  tho  French  Cliamber  of  Commerce  in  Smyrna,  15  percent  of 
the  bicycles  imported  into  Asia  Minor  are  now  delivered  by  German  firms,  who  are 
■aid  to  owe  the  preference  that  is  being  accorded  them  to  the  fact  that  they  make 
no  extra  charge  fur  packing.  The  Berlin  agricultural  implement  factory  of  Eckert 
&  Co.  is  iiiBking  iDciHt  pi^rseveriiig  and  BUoceSBful  elforts  to  introduce  the  iron  plow 
into  Ann tolin.  Articlc.t  iif  furniture  manufactured  from  iron,  tables  which  can  be 
taken  to  pieces  and  arc  ccimposBdof  tiu  plates,  japanned  zinc  ware — all  of  them  goods 
which  hiid  hitherto  beeu  eiclusively  furuislied  by  England— bavo  recently  been 
esportcd  iu  ccinsiderablo  quantities  from  Germany  here.  Of  the  cloth  trade,  50 
per  cent  was  a  few  yearn  ago  in  the  hands  of  England,  and  tho  other  half  was  in  the 
baudH  of  the  French  and  the  Belgians.  It  is  now  cluimtMt  that  at  least  20  per  cent  of 
this  trade  with  the  Levant  has  been  secured  by  Germany.  This  sncceaa  is  attributed 
to  the  lower  price  uf  tlie  German  article,  and  also  to  the  favorable  arrungemeDts  with 
jregord  to  the  ternis  of  payment  which  German  firms  concede.  It  is  admitted  that 
the  English  article  is  iu  most  cases  better  than  the  German.  But  the  iuhabilants  of 
the  islands  of  the  archipelago  "  make  no  distiootion  between  the  English  product  and 
the  German  imitation.  They  only  attach  importance  to  the  appearance  of  the  oloth, 
the  oloseness  of  its  texture,  and,  above  all,  to  the  attractive  terms  of  payment."  The 
oompetitton  of  German  with  English  goods  in  Palestine  is  very  noteworthy.  In  18B4, 
England  bad  15.6  per  cent  of  all  the  imports  into  Palestine  in  her  bands ;  in  1897,  her 
share  had  sunk  tu  10.8  per  cent.  Germany's  share,  on  the  other  hand,  rose  in  1896  to 
8.9  per  cent,  from  7.3  per  cent  iu  1694.  The  Germans  attribute  their  success  in  Pal- 
estine chiefly  to  the  numerous  commercial  travelers  whom  they  send  ont.  According 
to  a  report  of  the  British  consul  in  Jemsolem,  only  four  English  commercial  travelers 
Tisitea  Palestine  in  the  year  18%,  while  there  were  twenty-nine  Germans,  eighteen 
Swiss,  and  thirteen  Frenchmen  who  came  to  show  their  wares  and  to  study  the  wants 
of  their  customers. 

It  is  iu  branches  of  triwlo  whicb  lie  a  little  apart  from  the  greater  national  indus- 
tries, but  which,  taken  as  a  whole,  contribute  no  less  to  national  wealth,  that 
Germans  have  exhibited  their  snocessful  pertinacity.  ■  •  •  Fertility  of  resource 
and  a  prompt  willingness  to  iibandon  their  own  esporiments  when  these  prove 
nnsiiitable  for  the  purpose  in  view',  are  also  characteristic  of  German  commercial 
methods.  In  the  Balkan  States,  foe  example,  they  tried  the  establishment  of  ware- 
houses for  the  eihihitiou  of  German  products.  This  was  found  not  to  answer, 
and  the  idea  of  commercial  museums  whs  simply  dropped.  In  its  place  the  system 
of  Gendiug  out  large  numhers  of  energetic,  well-edncated,  and  experienced  commer- 
cial travelors  was  adopted,  and  it  has  hitherto  yielded  the  best  results. 
t  I  append  srime  statistics  of  foreign  trade  with  Turkey.  From  the  first  line  of 
figures,  Turkish  government  contracts  and  nonrecurrent  supplies  uf  material  for 
railways  are  excluded: 
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UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Official  statistics  show  that  the  valne  of  tbe  imports  into  Great 
Britain  in  tbe  calendar  year  1898  was  $2,290,195,000,  an  increase  of 
494,900,000  over  1897.  The  exports  were  $1,135,796,000,  or  14,000,000 
less  tfaau  in  1897.  TLese  figures  do  iiot  include  the  exports  of  foreign 
and  colonel  merchandise,  which  were  valued  at  4295,003,000. 

Tbe  Statist,  London,  February  11, 1899,  after  commenting  upon  the 
favorable  returns  for  Jaunary,  1899,  compared  with  those  for  the  same 
month  of  the  preceding  year,  adds : 

There  la,  however,  one  feature  in  our  foieiKn  trnile  wliicli  \re  continne  to  regret, 
viz,  the  routiauedBiaHll  puruhaaea  of  oiirgoodB  by  the  United  States.  NotwithatBDll- 
ing  oar  imiDeuee  and  abnormal  demand  for  American  products,  which  has  now  oon- 
tiDiied  for  nearly  two  ands  half  yenre,  anil  not  with  stand  i  a  f;  tbe  increasing  prosperity 
of  tlio  American  people,  the  United  States  are  still  buying  onr  goods  ■pariDgly. 
*  *  '  In  view  of  the  exceptional  balance  of  our  imports  'over  our  exports  in  1696, 
amounting  to  Ihe colossal  fignre  of  £177,000,000  ($861,370,600),  or  nearly  double  that 
of  ten  vonrs  ago,  it  in  of  special  interest  to  ascertain  from  whom  we  have  been  bay- 
ing »o  largely,  und  to  whom  we  liave  sold  to  little.  It  is  not  yet  possible  to  ascer- 
tain to  whom  we  have  reexported  some  of  our  imports;  but  we  are  nnur  in  a  position 
to  see  from  which  countrii-s  we  have  bought,  and  to  which  we  have  sent  British 
produce.  In  1698  tlioexc'ess  of  imports  over  exports,  of  British  produce  only,  reached 
tbe  immenBe  sum  of  £237,000,000  (»1, 153,360,600).  Of  this  no  kss  than  £111,000,000 
(^4i),181,ftO0),  or  nearly  50  pec  cent,  was  due  to  our  trade  with  the  United  States. 
Onr  imports  from  that  conutr;  for  the  year  iai'readed  as  much  as  £13,000,000 
($63,^4,500),  but  our  e:cports  tbither  actualljf  declined  £S,2T2,000  (930,522,688). 
Hence  the  balance  against  us  for  the  year  increased  no  less  than  £19,279,000 
(t93,821 ,254).  We  need  scarcely  again  point  ont  the  abnormal  conditions  which 
brought  abont  this  unusual  state  of  alTairs.  We  would,  however,  again  direct  spe- 
cial uttenlion  to  Ibe  fact  of  our  having  boaght  ttoia  the  United  States  produce  to  tbe 
value  of  £126,000,000  ($613,179,000)  in  1898,  while  that  country  bought  Uritish  goods 
to  the  value  of  only  £  14.722,000  ($71,644,613).  '  Had  the  States  in  1898  increat>ed  their 
pnTchases  of  our  goods  iu  some  degree  in  proportion  to  our  iucreused  purchases  fhiiD 
them,  instead  of  a  small  decrease  in  onr  exports  we  should  have  had  a  very  large 
expnnsiou.  Our  total  exports  for  the  year  decreased  £829,000  ($4,034,329),  aud  onr 
sbipinentsto  the  States  fell  off  by  £6,272,000  ii3C,522,GSS);  hence,  our  shipments  to 
tbe  rest  of  the  world  iucveaned  about  £5,440,000  ($26,173,700).  Our  trade  with  India 
Is  in  marked  coutrost  with  thatof  the  United  States.  Here  our  imports  increased 
by  £3,162,000  ($15,387,873),  but  our  exports  also  expanded  £2,723,000  ($13,251,480). 
Our  imports  from  Germany  increoBftd  £2,537,000  ($12,346,211),  and  our  exports  tbither 
expanded  over  £900,000  ($4,379,850).  From  Argentina  we  bought  an  additional 
£2,000,000  ($9,733,000)  worth  of  goods,  and  tbat  country  in  return  purchased  an 
additional  £785,000  ($3,820,203)  of  our  products.  In  fact,  the  United  States  is  prac- 
tically tbe  only  iustonce  where  our  larger  purchases  of  their  products  have  lieen 
accompanied  i)y  smaller  shipments  of  our  own  goods.  It  is  true  we  bought  £2,800,000 
($13,626,200)  less  from  Kussia  than  in  the  previous  year,  while  that  country  increased 
Its  pnrchases  of  onr  goods  by  £1,683,000  ($8,190,320^;  but  this  was  due  to  Kussia  in 
1897  having  placed  large  orders  for  machinery  In  this  oonntry,  which  were  not  com- 
pleted by  reason  o{  the  engineers'  strike,  aud  which  were  consequently  postponed 
notil  1898;  aud,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  failure  of  the  Russian  harvest  preventing 
that  country  from  sending  as  as  tnach  wheat  as  in  1897. 
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The  Statist  givea  tables,  showing  the  tra4e  by  couatrieB,  from  which 
the  following  statement,  showiDg  the  exports  of  British  aud  Irish 
produce  to  the  prioclpal  coantrLes,  with  the  import's  therefrom  in  the 
year  1S9S,  compared  with  1897,  has  been  compiled: 
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The  commerce  of  1S08,  as  given  in  British  official  returns,  is  sam- 
marized  as  follows: 
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The  gains  ia  the  exports  of  mocliiDery  were  chiefly  in  locomotives 
and  textile  mactiinerT.  Bnssin  toolc  nearly  four  times  the  Tiilue  of 
locomotives  comparetl  with  the  preceding  year.  Other  iiotahle  gains 
in  this  line  were  to  British  India,  Aastralaaia,  and  South  America. 
The  exports  of  textile  machinery  to  Biissia  were  largely  increased,  and 
Germany,  Holland,  India,  and  the  United  Btates  bouj^ht  more  in  this 
lino  than  during  1S97.  The  most  notable  decrease  was  to  Japan, 
which  bought  less  than  half  the  vulue  of  the  previous  year.  The  pig- 
iron  exports  decreased  upward  of  160,000  tons,  nnd  railroad  iron,  bar, 
angle,  and  rod  iron,  and  galvanized  sheet-iron  exports  also  show  a 
lalliDg  off. 

The  Birniinghiim  Daily  Post  (clipping  transmitted  by  Consul  Hal- 
Btead,  of  Birmingham),  comments  as  follows  un  the  tra«le  of  1898-. 

Tbo  re^ulttt  of  tbo  f  ear's  trading  can  nut  be  coimiilered  nltoKelbor  aatiHfactor/,  for 
Mveral  reaeoiiB.  In  tlie  Jint  place,  the  HtBudiiid  of  conipariauii  fur  tbe  latter  iinrt  of 
the  year  n-aa  an  exceptionafly  low  one,  owiiif;  to  tlto  o|iortitit>D  of  tlie  engineiTa' 
•ttike  in  the  anCiimn  of  1897.  In  (be  iiexl  Tilac^,  the  only  Diiiterial  iDcreaso  daring 
1898  WHS  ultarljr  referablo  to  tbo  leactioii  m  the  euuie  hi-anrh  after  the  strike  naa 
over,  uiid  finally,  our  iirincipal  iiidus tries— yarn  and  taitila  fiibrics,  and  metal*  aod 
their  lounufactures— show  ia  the  aggregate  sabHtautial  deproaeoc.  Another  unsatis- 
ilactory  feature  of  the  year's  trading  is  the  laTf;o  increAne  of  nearly  two  luilliou*  ja 
our  imporle  of  manufactured  goods,  and  especially  girdere,  axlex,  cycles,  uiacliinery, 
■teel  and  iron,  glass  aud  (eitila  goods.  It  is  cartaioly  rather  disconcerting  to  Hud 
that,  while  our  exports  of  cycles  have  fallen  off  to  tbe  ostent  of  nearly  half  a  inillion, 
our  imports  of  similar  artiiuos  front  tbe  United  States  and  Germany  have  IncreMeil 
by  £85,000  (»iI3,653).  In  partial  explanationof  the  growth  of  mannfactiirod  imports 
last  year,  however,  we  may  mention  that  some  of  our  machinery  branches  were  so 
busy  OS  to  be  unable  to  cope  with  the  orders  coming  in,  aud  that  considerable  qaan- 
titiea  of  locomotivea  and  railway  material  had  to  be  obtained  from  the  United  SUltes. 
'  *  *  Tbe  broad  result  of  the  year's  shipping  trade  ia  an  increoM  of  nearly  twenty 
millions,  or  4.3  per  cent,  in  imports,  and  a  decrease  of  0.35  per  cent  iu  exports.  Tbs 
falling  off  in  the  latter  is  mainly  in  cottons,  woolens,  and  iron  and  steel,  but  the 
tendency  In  the  textile  branches,  and  especially  cottons,  for  some  months  past  has 
b«en  in  an  upward  direction.  Foodatuffs  and  ran  materialn  for  our  variona  indnv 
tries  stilt  compose  the  bnlk  of  onr  imports,  thongh  ninnnfnrtnred  articles,  as  already 
intimated,  are  on  tbe  increase.  The  decline  apparent  in  our  e.tporls  of  textile  and 
motollu^cBl  goods  appears  to  be  dne  largely  to  the  diminished  recjuireinente  of  the 
United  StAtea,  SouUt  AfUca,  and  South  Americ*,  and  to  tbe  distDrbanoe  of  onr  West 
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Indian  trade  caused  b7  the  war.  Pig  iron  Is  still  a  dooHninK  Item,  onini^  to  the  cou- 
traotiou  of  German  and  Belgian  orders,  and  the  United  Btatea,  of  coarse,  has  been 
the  principal  factor  of  decrease  in  onr  shipments  of  tin  plates ;  but  all  classes  of  iron 
and  steel,  with  the  exception  of  telegcaphic  wire,  old  iron,  and  nnwrought  eteel, 
show  a  more  or  less  decided  shrinkage  for  the  year,  tliongh  the  falling  off  in  galva- 
nized sheets  is  a)  most  nominal.  Oiii  exports  of  wrong  lit  copper,  sheathing,  and  braes 
compare  nufavorably  witb  the  corresponding  totals  for  1897,  but  we  are  doing  more 
in  the  uu wrought  metal.  With  the  exception  of  plats  glaaa,  ther«  are  nu  increases 
in  the  fictile  and  earthenware  section,  and  among  oar  miscellaueous  exports,  the 
only  increaaes  catling  fur  note  are  in  ammauition,  railway  passenger  carriages,  couls, 
eordage,  carpets,  plate-aud  plated  wares,  machinery,  steam  engines,  ribbons,  and 
soap.  There  is  a  slight  falling  olT  in  the  tonnage  of  British  vetisels  cleared  and 
entered  at  British  portfl,  and  an  excess  of  six  millionB  ia  tbe  imports  of  go)d  and 
Bilrer.  On  the  whole,  there  is  evidently  not  much  to  complain  of  in  our  shipping 
trade,  though  there  are  evidences  of  weakness  or  decline  in  certain  branches  which 
demand  the  careful  consideration  of  onr  manafaQtarers. 

Ml'.  Henry  Wliit«,  chargi^  d'afi'aires  at  London,  sends,  under  date  of 
November  16, 1898,  an  editorial  from  the  Times  of  November  14,  com- 
menting on  the  reports  of  Mr.  Worthington,'  the  special  commiBsioner 
apX>ointed  by  the  board  of  trade  to  report  npon  British  trade  in  certain 
8outh~American  countries,  and  on  the  Blue  Book  "Opinions  of  Her 
Majesty's  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  on  British  Trade  Methods,"' 
recently  issued,  which  are,  the  Times  says,  "calculated  to  inspire  very 
serious  misgivings  as  to  tbe  future  position  of  British  trade  in  the  mar- 
kets of  the  civilized  world."    The  article  continues: 

There  was  a  time,  before  the  United  States  had  rocovored  from  the  economio  oat- 
aclyiim  of  the  civil  war,  and  before  Qermany,  united  and  prosperoun,  intelligent  and 
euterprisiag,  ha<l  entered  tbe  lists  as  a  serious  competitor,  when  British  trade  eujoypd 
a  virtual  monopoly  in  the  leading  markets  of  the  world.  It  was  "  Kclipse  firet  and 
the  rest  nowhere.'  Demand  was  increasing,  and  England  alone  was  in  a  position  to 
meet  it  with  supply.  Then  came  tbe  quick-witted  merchants  of  Germany  and  the 
United  States,  steadily  aud  quietly  pushing  their  wares  into  the  gaps  left  by  the 
monopolist  methods  of  British  trade.  "  It  is  all  the  work  of  those  paehiug  foreign 
consuls,  who  are  really  commercial  agents  paid  by  the  Stat« ! "  exclaimed  the  aggrieved 
British  merchant.  "What  are  our  consuls  about  f  They  seem  to  bavegoae  to  nlecpl 
The  State  ought  to  do  for  us  what  we  have  lost  the  habit  of  doing  for  ourselves." 

This  panic-stricken  appeal  to  the  consular  CiesaT  has  now  bad  Its  answer.  From 
Hiirtv-three  diSerent  cunntrics  aud  commuuitles,  ranging  frcjm  China  to  Tern,  fhim 
HuHsia  to  the  Paoifle  islands,  trom  Norway  and  Sweden  to  Arj^ntina  and  Paraguay, 
from  the  United  States  to  Zanzibar,  the  consuls  and  diplomatic  agents  have  spoken, 
and  the  board  of  trade  has  tabulated  their  deliverances  in  ITl  separate  extracts 
ftom  tbeir  reports.  •  •  •  These  extraet«  are  practically  all  in  the  same  tale. 
Britlsli  merchants  have  so  far  failed  to  adapt  themselves  to  the  transition  going  on 
ell  around  them  from  monopoly  to  oompelition.  It  pains  aud  surprises  them  to  And 
that  the  floods  they  offer,  though  acknowledged  to  be  superior,  are  not  preferred  by 
tbe  benighted  foreign  pnrchaser  to  the  inferior  goods  uflered  by  tbeir  upstart 
rivaU.  •  ■  ■  The  British  merchant,  hy  comparison  with  his  German  rival, 
employs  very  few  commercial  travelers  abroad,  and  those  he  does  employ  too  often 
■peak  no  langnage  but  their  own.  He  has  his  own  method  of  packing,  which  Is 
adopted  to  suit  his  own  convenience,  not  that  of  his  customer,  and  is  in  mauy  cases 
a  serious  impediment  to  the  sale  of  his  wares.  He  despises  small  orders,  rarely  risk- 
ing a  sprat  to  catch  a  whale,  and  he  is  stiff  aud  nnoumpromiHing  in  the  matter  of 
granting  credit  facilities  adapted  to  the  habits  of  hnslnesa  in  vogue  with  hin  foreign 
eustomers.  This,  and  much  more  to  the  same  effect,  is  what  the  consuls  teli  him  from 
all  parts  of  the  world.  It  Is  clear  that  it  is  not  the  consuls  who  have  gone  to  sleep, 
hut  the  British  merchant,  lulled  br  tbe  still  potent  opiate  of  a  vanished  monopoly. 
The  commercial  Barbarossa  is  awake  at  last,  however,  and  his  methods,  according  to 
the  ooasuls,  are  in  almost  everv  respect  the  exact  opposite  of  those  of  bis  still  slum- 
bering  rir^.     In  a  single  wonf,  he  exports  more  mind  than  hiu  rival. 

Tet,so  Irtesistiblo  wae  the  momentum  acquired  by  British  trade  in  the  days  of  Ita 
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world.  Bnt  "the  moving  flnger  wrlteB,  and  having  writ  movea  on."  ^Onr  ezporta 
were  £309,000,000  (81,60^000,000)  in  1891,  and  oalv  £294,000,000  ({1,126, 000,000)  in 
1897.  TboM  of  GeimanT  were  £176,000,000  (tg58.b00,000)  in  tho  former  year  and 
£197,000,000  (9958,000,000)  in  the  latter;  those  of  the  United  SUtes,  £184,000,000 
(9891,000,000)  in  1891,  and  £218,000,000  ($1,060,000,000)  in  IS97.  We  hold  our  onn,» 
perhaps,  but  we  do  not  lul van oe,  and  ouirivatHara  faiit  coming  up  behind.  It  is  easier 
to  lose  a  market  than  to  recover  it,  and  it  is  plain  that,  even  if  we  tardily  adopt 
methods  which  have  given  onrrivalsso  many  advantages,  neahnlloniy  be  able  hence- 
forth to  compete  ou  equal  temiB  with  those  who  have  latterly  done  better  than  we  have, 
la  a  Held  which  we  once  held  against  the  world.  There  is  no  bliuking  the  fact,  and 
no  disgnifling  its  importance,  that  the  methods  of  monopoly  are  singularly  hard  to 
adapt  to  the  oonditions  of  competition.  A  man  who  starts  afresh  with  intelligence, 
enterprise,  and  adeqnate  capital,  but  with  no  traditions  and  no  prejudices,  is  much 
more  likely  tosaccMd  in  "a  fair  field  and  no  favor"  than  a  man  who  has  to  shake 
himself  free  from  the  stereotyped  and  antiquated  traditions  of  former  days  and  other 
eircomstancos. 

UNITED   STATES   GOODS  IN   BNOLAND. 

CoBsal  Halstead,  of  Birmingliaiii,  says: 

The  commercial  reiatious  of  tho  Unit«dStntos  with  Great  BritalD  slid  other  great 
trading  nations  are  changing  so  rapidly,  and  the  changes  are  so  much  iu  favor  of 
every  home  interest,  that  ono  hesitntos  when  giving  even  Iho  simple  facts,  for  fear 
of  aeeming  to  indulge  in  exaggeration.  I  shall  therefore  limit  myself  to  the  state- 
ments, first,  thnt  in  my  opinion  there  is  hardly  a  single  line  of  American  nianafae- 
tnre  of  articles  nsed  also  m  other  countries,  as  well  as  mnnynovid  things  not  knoirn 
elsewhere,  but  could  be  profitably  exported  if  proper  stops  for  its  introdnctioD  were 
t^on,  and  if  careful,  slow,  reasonable,  and  oommun-sense  methods  of  sale  wore 
adopte<l;  second,  I  must  odd  that,  while  I  believe  we  arethe  best  manufacturers  in 
the  world,  I  am  also  convinced  that  we  are  the  poorent  trndcm,  and  thin  is  impressed 
npun  me  over  and  over  again  every  day  in  m;  correspondence  with  Americiin  mer- 
onaiits  and  man  n  fact  urers,  an  din  my  observations  of  the  way  they  are  bundling  the 
new  export  trade;  third,  I  beliero  that  Americnn  export  trade  is  Increasing  because 
~  inperiority  in  mannfacturing  knoffledgeand  natural  resources,  and  in  spite 


of  onrinferlority  in  trading  knowledge,  our  nnwiJIhigness  to  learn  foreign  t 
onstoms,  and  our  lack  of  organization.     If  a  small  poition  of  tho  vast  sum  of  money 
in  the  United  States  now  seeking  investment  confd  bo   employed  in  some  form  of 


export  of  American  goods  than  uf  the  raw  products  of  the  soil,  though  t 
are  bonstlngof  an  oiceHS*of  maDufactnred  exports  over  the  manufactured  imports. 
Jnatead  of  BummarUing  the  conditions  I  si'e  here,  I  offi'r  tho  followlug  clippings 
fVom  British  pnbli cations,  selected  somewhat  at  random  from  many  in  my  posses- 
sion, anil  illustrating  the  keen  appreciation  hero  of  what  our  competition  means  and 

[From  tbe  Blnninjjluiu  Dally  Uill.] 

By  cheaper  methods  of  prodnotlon,  America  Is  overtaking  uh  in  more  than  one 
department  of  manufacture.  SMrtllng  to  the  Midlands  are  the  figures  pubti'^bed 
to-day  concerning  nails.  Statistics  show  that  the  exportation  of  wire  nails  from  tbe 
United  States  has  ^rown  from  1,517,078  pounds  in  the  fiscal  year  1888  to  :  2,r<94,09g 

Siunds  in  the  Gscal  year  1898.  The  growth,  which  has  been  phenomenal  ever  since 
e  beginning,  has  been  especially  so  in  tho  last  two  or  three  years.  In  18U5,  the 
•xportfttions  were  4,367, 2OT  pounds;  in  1896,  8,031,927  pounds,  thas  practically 
donbllng  in  one  year;  and  in  1898,  23,894,099  pounds,  showing  u  similar  gain  in 
the  last  two  years,  the  exports  of  1898  being  five  ttmea  more  than  in  1895.  This  is 
not  very  pleasant  when  one  pots  this  side  by  side  with  the  fate  of  the  nail  trade  in 
the  Midlands.  Moreover,  Chicago  has  become  the  seat  of  an  iron-bedstead  indastty 
that  ttiroatens  to  defy  competition,  the  United  States  generally  is  knocking  even 
Germany  out  in  the  manulactnre  of  cheap  boots,  and,  besides  this,  Amoricau  steel 
rails  are  being  sent  to  Ireland  and  Bombay,  wliile  the  estiuiutes  sent  in  for  the 
•npply  of  plates  for  the  construction  of  a  6,000-ton  ship  show  that  in  accepting  an 
American  contract,  there  will  be  an  economy  of  $10,000  as  compared  with  the 
loweet  English  tender. 

[Ftom  the  British  Iron  mi  Coal  Trades  Review.] 


obvioua  aoswer  to  the  now  almost  daily  qnestion,  i 
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anceecdcd  inr  briniciug  tliuit  costs  of  prodnctioQ  doirn  tasncli  it  lowlovol,  with  nomi- 
nally hicli  labor  coats  anil  lODgtranspoTtadon  still  apart  of  tbeirdailylut.  Itappean 
tlin  t  the  Inbor  costof  pioduoing  thecrncibteateel  that  was  mannfaotnred  in  the  t.'Qit«d 
States  between  1860  and  18S5  was  abont  £16  (172.99)  per  tou,  ogaiDSt  pmbably  not 

^tnoifi  than  10s.  (t2A3)  per  ton  at  the  present  time,  and  that  between  1880  and  1890, 
the  labor  cost  of  producins  a  ton  of  pl)(  iron,  speaking  generally,  had  been,  redoced 
mo7B  than  one-half,  while  in  some  States,  the  aveta}^  anuual  oiitpnt  of  pig  iron  per 
employee  at  the  fomaces  bad  more  than  trebled.  All  this,  however,  is  not  any 
more  wonderful  than  the  refolntion  that  has  been  bronght  about  in  the  cost  of 
raw  materials.  It  seems  but  yesterday  when  Lake  Superior  ores,  delivered  at  wotIu 
in  Pennsylvanin,  cost  30s.  to  'iSu.  (VT.iJ9  to  f8.51 )  per  ton,  wheieas  the  same  orea  cost 
to-day  abont  15b.  ($3.65),  mure  or  less.  Most  of  ns  can  remember  when  coko  cost  30s. 
($7.29)  per  ton  delivered  at  Chicago,  while  the  same  fu(^l  at  present  costs  I'is.  to  15a. 
(•2.92  to  $3.65)  similarly  delivered.  The  wage  cost  of  prodocing  a  ton  of  pig  iron 
at  the  furnaces  at  Pittsburg  or  C'liioago  was  equal  to  20b.  ($4. 86)  less  than  u  ijnnr- 
ter  of  a  century  aj;o,  whereas  to-day,  in  the  best  regnlatcd  works,  it  coats  'JB.  to 
3b.  (49  to  73  cents).  In  most  other  items  of  cost,  similar  eoonomica  and  reductions 
have  been  etfected.  It  has  been  the  union  of  more  efficient  labor,  more  euouoiniccal 
transport,  and  increased  competition  among  mine  owners,  that  has  enabled  this 
remarkable  change  to  be  effected.  Twenty  yenre  a^^o,  mine  owners  were  bnrdly 
satislied  with  less  than  10b.  (S2.13)per  too  pro^t  on  thehighest  groilesof  ore.  Ti>-ilay, 
they  will  gratefully  Bocupt  lees  than  a  sbillinK  (24c.-ont>).     The  bnsinessisneverbhu- 

,  less  a  prosperous  one.  becanae  the  mine  owner  has  eiibatitii  ted  small  protita  on  a  Urge 
output  for  large  prolits  on  n  small  output,  and  is  doing  a  more  aonod  and  healthy 
buHtness.  The  same  reiuarka  apply  to  the  pig-iron  maker,  the  coke  niknufacturer, 
and  tbe  producer  of  finished  descriptions  of  iron  and  steel.  This  tendency  to  look  to 
larger  yields  and  smaller  profits  has  not  reached  finality.  It  has  been  ujanifested in 
■  marked  manner  in  the  recent  com binntioua  of  works  and  mines,  and  in  the  growing 
dinposition  to  get  rid  of  all  extraneous  sources  of  expenditure.  In  all  branches  m 
husiness  alike,  it  is  a  fundamental  axiom  that  the  larger  the  scale  of  operations,  the 
cheaper  the  possible  costs  of  production.  The  United  Stales  have  given  practic^ 
expression  to  this  principle  on  the  largest  possible  scale,  and  thus,  and  thus  only, 
have  they  been  able  to  place  themselves  in  the  ftont  rank  of  iron-producing  iiatioua. 
The  success  of  our  American  friends  has  been  due  to  their  vigorous  aud  persistent 
atleutiou  to  elements  of  business  administration,  which  have  beeu  less  ell'ectivoly 
loped  at  borne.     The  first  of  theae  has  been  a  more  couiplete  control  of  the  ci 


ditiuns  of  tabor,  based  upon  a  generous  recognition  of  the  principle  that  nomiuAlly 
high- priced  labor  is  not  necessarily  the  most  expensive.  'Ilie  second  has  been  the 
coiiiuiiind  of  extensive  economical  and  oompetitive  mcaus  of  transportiition.  Tbe 
third  has  been  the  sulistitutiou  of  oombination  for  competition,  wherever  possible. 
The  fourth  bos  been  tbe  practical  application  of  tlie  old  rule  thatif  you  wanttopro- 
dnco  cheaply,  you  must  prodncoon  a  large  scale.  There  are  other  lessons  inculcated 
hy  American  experience  fur  those  who  arc  capable  of  reading  between  tbe  lines. 
T'nfortunnteiv,  British  mouufaetnrors  are  often  ho  sltuate.1  tb:it  tbey  can  not  elTect- 
ivcly  apply  all  tUese  Iuh.souk,  but  we  can  nut  help  tbinkiug  that  they  mi^cht  do  su  to 
a  larger  est«ut  than  they  have  hitherto  done. 

[Frum  llM  Utrn^tfhiiD  Dutlj  UsiL) 

\Ve  have  reoeived  this  morning  from  one  of  onr  American  correspondents  a  cnrioQS 
illuBlration  of  the  eompotition  to  which  Knglish,  and  especiiilly  Midland,  trade  is 
Iit-iiig  subjected  by  the  Uuitcd  Statce.  During  the  last  fortnight,  the  prominent 
topic  iu  shlppiofc  circles  is  the  vast  consignment  of  American  prodnce  to  Great 
llntain.  From  I'ittsburg  (iro  heiac  shipped,  via  boston,  enormous  qaaiititits  of  pig 
iron  to  Jllrminghau.  "  Jnst  thiok  of  it,"  said  an  American  shipper  to  our  corre- 
spondent, "Hcndini;  iron  in  these  quantities  to  tbe  iron  districts  of  England.  U'bo 
would  ever  have  tlionglit  of  it  yean  agol  The  bare  snggestioii  of  it  would  have 
been  euoogh  to  stamp  a  man  as  a  fit  subject  for  a  lunntic  asylum.  Yet  we  have 
2,0(X)  Cons  on  the  way  to  Boston  for  shipment  to  England."  Our  correspondent  waa 
curiuas  to  know  how  the  trade  oould  be  done  at  a  profit.  "  Very  simjile,"  was  the 
laconic  reply.  "  We  can  aud  do  oatiell  the  other  fellow  on  the  other  sine.  Just  con- 
sider the  expense  of  getting  iron  to  BiruiughatQ.  The  freight  charges  from  Pitts- 
burg to  lloston  are  auont  S3.50atua;'  the  ocean  charges  are  about  the  some,  and 
g»ttiii|r  it  to  Birmingham  ousts  annther  S2..50;  and  yet  we  can  do  tbia  at  a  good 
prolit.'  Those  flpurea— we  iMDme,  of  course,  that  our  correapondont  presents  them 
accurately — are  highly  instructive.     They  show,  at  any  rate,  that  it  is  possible  to 
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oTerCBtimate  tb«  effect  of  distance  ag  a  ruolor  in  coiuinercial  competition.  Noto,  in 
the  first  place,  the  difference  between  the  En^lisli  anil  Amoricau  ruilivBy  cbarges. 
Atneriran  trwle  with  Enrope  la  liardly  handicapped  at  all  by  the  Atlantic.  Appar^ 
ently,  it  costs  no  more  to  send  a  ton  of  Yankee  iron  from  BoBtou  to  Liverpool — a  dis- 
tanco  of  cloae  upon  3,000  miles — than  it  does  to  send  a  ton  of  Birminicham-made  goods 
from  here  to  the  Mersey.  Very  orten,  the  iroa  conies  as  ballaHt.  Every  year  the 
great  ocean-trnveling  cargo  steamers  get  bigger  and  flutter.  It  is  no  nse  launching 
small  cargo  steamers  nowadays.  Shipping  companies  havu  long  since  learned  the 
stem  tnith  of  that.  Freight  charges  have  been  reduced  to  anch  a  low  rate,  that  the 
onl.v  chanco  of  makine  a  profit  for  the  shareholdeis  in  to  Imild  tlio  boats  as  fiwt  and 
na  big  as  poHaible.  All  this  mnst  tell  in  favor  of  American  trade.  Our  correspondent 
states  that  ill  Germany  American  iron  is  making  Bitch  inroads  that  the  native  iron- 
masters are  advocating  "extortionate"  railroad  charges  from  the  soabaard  to  the 
interior,  so  as  to  shnt  out  the  trans- Atlantic  iron.  This,  of  course,  is  one  way  of 
fighting  the  giant  of  the  West.  But  it  does  nut  accord  with  English  ideas  of  ftee 
and  uu fettered  commerce.  In  England  we  fully  recognize  that  in  America  we  have  to 
compete  with  a  country  of  nnlimited  natural  resources.  Nothing  conld  be  more 
remarkable  than  the  atatiatics  of  the  exporta  of  American  merchandise.  The  United 
States  now  ranks  a  good  second  among  the  exporting  nationa.  What  the  approach- 
ing century  has  in  store  for  her  can  only  be  npproximat«)y  guessed.     As  apruduc  ~    * 


which  have  gone  to  the  United  Stati;a  lately  Irom  all  parts  of  the  world  tell  their 
own  tale,  Moreover,  she  is  sending  nuts  and  bolts  to  Birminjrham  and  nelghtmrhood 
at  a  price  which  wonld  enable  the  merchants  to  buy  them  and  re-export  them  at  a 
profit  to  other  conn  tries. 

CoBsal  Boyle,  of  Liverpool,  says: 

Tho  post  year  has  been  the  best  one  iu  history  for  trailc  in  American  products  in 
this  district,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  continue  to  grow. 
Tbere  has  been  a  very  material  decline,  however,  in  trade  generally  at  this  port 
dnring  recent  veais.  There  are  two  very  remarkable  facts  in  connection  with  this 
great  falling  off  in  the  trade  of  Liverpool.  First,  that,  contrary  to  general  belief, 
the  fallins  off  in  exportations  has  been  not  ouly  with  the  United  rotates,  but  with 
the  world  at  large,  and,  so  far  as  importations  are  concerned,  those  from  the 
United  States  have  l)een  continuiilly  inoreaningj  second,  this  decrease  of  trade  is  in 
spite  of  the  fact  of  a  substantial  increase  in  the  tonnage  of  vessels  entering  and 
clearing  at  this  port.  While  the  ligurea  covering  the  importations  at  Liverpool 
from  the  United  States  are  not  available,  there  is  not  the  slightext  donbt  that  more 
American  goods,  bi>th  agricultural  and  manufactured,  came  into  Liverpool  during 
1S9T  than  in  any  other  year. 

It  JH  to  bo  doubted  whether  the  British  public  geuerally  reali;-.e  the  extent  to 
which  their  trade  has  fnllen  off.  Tho  explanalion  generally  given  for  the  decrease 
during  tho  past  year  is  that  it  has  been  caused  by  the  great  strike  of  the  engineers, 
which  ran  through  the  latter  half  of  1897  and  well  into  this  year.  Labor  lias,  during 
the  past  year,  beea  employed  at  increased  wages  over  those  paid  previously,  as  a 
rnle.  Knt  tbo  prodnctivocapacity  of  the  Britislt  mechanic  no  longer  takes  the  lead. 
It  is  eicei^dcd  by  that  of  tbo  mechanic  of  tho  United  Mates  nnd  of  Germany.  This 
is  owing  to  three  reasons :  First,  the  British  manufacturer  does  not  avail  himself  of 
the  lateHt  improvements  in  machinery;  second,  the  Ilritish  mechanic  is  not  now  as 
technical  oa  the  American  and  the  Uenuan  mechanic ;  third,  the  tabor  market  is  con- 
tinually being  disturbed  by  strikes  and  lockouts.  In  spito  of  the  above  facts,  there 
is  a  general  coniiilence  that  the  British  foreign  trade  will  revive.  M  anil  fact  ii  re  ra 
ore  becoming  muro  enterprising  in  using  up-to-date  plants  (tho  machinery  largely 
coming  from  the  United  States),  The  engineers  aoit  eoal  miners  and  their  entplo.vnra 
wilt  probably  not  bare  another  dispute  for  some  time;  the  labor  outlook,  generally, 
is  more  paciHo  than  for  some  time  past;  technical  schools  arc  being  opcne<l  In  most 
of  tho  manufacturing  towns;  and  in  Liverpool  nnd  other  trndo  centers,  commercial 
schools  have  been  opened  to  muie  especially  meet  Uermau  competition  in  foreign 
markets. 
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CAPE  VEKDE   ISLANDS. 

Acting  CohbdI  Bartleman  sends  from  Suntiiigo,  under  date  of  Aiigtist 
21,  collies  of  oflicial  ntatistics  showing  the  tia<le,  shipping,  ete,,of  Caiw 
Verde  Islands  for  the  year  eiided  December  31,  IH'M,  winch  have  just 
been  pabliabed  aad  which  are  the  latent  available.  The  following 
extracts  have  been  made  ttom  the  tables,  the  valncs  having  boon 
re(lu(!C<l  to  United  States  currency : 
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Witli  ail  imaginary  line  of  100  miles  as  a  radius  and  the  janction  of 
2i°  west  longitude  and  IC'^  nortli  latitude  {(ireeuwicli)  as  a  pivot, 
inscribe  a  circle.  Within  this  area  lies  the  Cape  Verde  Archipelago. 
It  is  crescent  in  form,  the  convex  side  toward  the  coast  of  Afnca,  with 
Maio,  the  most  easterly  of  the  group,  about  300  miles  from  the  con- 
tinent. These  islands  are  divided  into  two  sections,  the  windward  coin- 
priaiog  San  Antonio,  St  Vincent,  Sta,  Lucia,  St.  ^Nicholas,  Brnnco, 
Kazo,  Sal,  and  Boa  Vista;  the  leeward,  Maio,  Santiago,  Fogo,  Brava, 
and  the  Bombo  islands.    They  were  first  discovered  iu  1446,  receiving 
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C^.lHH^Ic 


AFBICA:    CAFE    VBBDE   ISLANDS.  193 

their  name  from  Cape  Terde,  West  Africa,  discovered  oy  Deniz  Fer- 
nandez' in  1443.  Id  1460,  it  api)ears  that  they  were  presented  by  D. 
Alfonso  V  to  his  brother,  and  by  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Spain,  Sep- 
tember 4, 1479, '  they  were  declared  to  be  a  Portngnese  possession. 

The  best  time  for  navigation  Iiere  is  from  the  15th  of  October  to  the 
15th  of  Jnly,  the  wind  blowing  generally  from  north -northeast  to  east- 
northeast;  during  the  other  months,  or  rainy  season,  from  the  south. 

The  island  of  San  Antonio  is  most  picturesqae,  producing  excellent 
cofl'ee,  the  dragon  tree  {Dracana  draoo],  and  tropical  frnits  of  several 
varieties.  It  has  three  harbors:  Garvoeiros,  Tarrafal,  and  Ponts  do 
Sol.  The  population  is  36,615.  Its  highest  peak,  Tope  da  Corda,  is 
7,400  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  island  of  St.  TiDceut  is  now  the  most  important  of  the  group, 
owing  to  its  geographical  position,  fine  harbor — capable  of  affording 
shelter  to  a  large  nnmber  of  vessels — and  its  prominence  as  a  coaling 
and  cable  station,  being  sitaated  half  way  between  England  and  tbe 
New  World.  More  than  1,500  steamers  arrive  annnallj  to  receive  some 
400,000  tons  of  coal  at  Porto  Oraude.  With  the  development  of  Brazil, 
Argentina,  West,  Sonth,  and  East  Africa,  the  importance  of  this  island 
as  a  navE^  and  military  post  has  already  been  foreshadowed.  Five 
direct  cables  touch  its  shore,  two  from  Portugal,  via  Madeira,  two  from 
Pemambnco  direct,  and  one  from  Bathurst,  via  Santiago.  Tbe  company 
employs  some  forty  clerks,  who  toil  day  and  night. 

There  are  three  coaling  companies,  well  equipped  with  docks,  tags, 
lighters,  etc.  If  some  enterprising  American  could  get  a  proper  con- 
cession for  a  cold-storage  warehoose,  also  for  a  slip  way  capable  of 
hauling  ap  a  steamer  of  2,000  tons  register,  I  think  these  woold  pay  a 
handsome  dividend  on  the  investment. 

Formerly,  the  orchilla  weed  (KooeUa  iiiustoria)  was  exported  from 
here;  now  only  goatskins  are  sent.    Population,  6,650. 

The  island  of  St.  Lucia  is  very  small,  and  is  used  for  pastnrage. 
Population,  only  a  few  shepherds, 

Branco  and  Baza  are  very  sm^  Isliuids,  uninhabited,  and  of  no 
importance. 

St.  Nicholas  is  a  fertUe  island,  well  cultivated,  and  with  four  small 
harbors,  tit.  George,  Tarrafal,  Lappa,  and  Pregui^a.   Popolation,  12,426. 

The  island  of  Sal  produces  salt  to  the  amoont  of  160,000  tons  aonaally. 
It  has  three  harbors,  Palmeira,  Kabo  de  Jnnco,  and  Sta.  Maria.  Popu- 
lation, 539. 

Boa  Yista  is  another  salt  and  cattle  producing  island,  with  but  one 
harlMjr,  Porto  Inglez.    Fopnlation,  3,934. 

The  island  of  Maio  produces  salt  and  cattle.  It  has  a  large  harbor, 
another  Porto  Inglez.    Population,  1,813. 

The  island  of  Santiago,  the  chief  one  of  tlie  archipelago,  has  several 
bays,  the  more  important  being  Tarrafal  and  Porto  da  Praia.  There  is 
also  a  coaling  and  cable  station  at  the  latter  port.  The  ])nrgueira 
{Jatr<fpha  eurca»)  is  grown  here  in  large  qnantities;  also  sugar  and 
cofiTee.  The  latter  commodity  might  be  made  an  important  industry  if 
properly  looked  after,  for  it  grows  in  nearly  all  the  islando.  The  size, 
color,  and  Savor  of  the  seed  is  excellent  and  is  much  sought  after  in 
Portugal  and  her  colonies.  The  highest  peak  is  San  Antonio,  7,400 
feet  above  sea  level.    Population,  61,982. 

The  island  of  Fogo  is  a  huge  volcano,  oval  in  form,  and  rising  like  a 
cone  from  the  sea  to  an  altitude  of  9,760  feet.  Its  last  eruption  occurred 
in  1735.    The  island  is  very  healthy,  and  in  former  times  exjtorted 
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orchilla.    The  purgneira  and  coffee  grow  well  here.    PopalatioD,  20,225. 

The  island  of  Brava  is  the  garden  spot  of  the  Gape  Verde  Islands, 
with  a  good  but  small  harbor.  Produces  goats  aud  tropical  fruits.  It 
has  flue  mineral  springs.    Population,  9,7l^. 

The  islands  of  Bombo  produce  the  orchilla  weed  aud  bird  guano  of 
an  inferior  quality. 
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I  regret  to  state  tliat  my  efforts  to  secure  complete  statistics  of  im^rts 
and  exports,  etc,  for  the  year  eoded  December  31, 1897,  and  the  flrst 
six  mouths  of  this  year  have  proved  a  f^lare,  the  same  not  having 
been  received  from  the  several  cnstom-hoases  of  the  archipelago.  I 
append  such  as  I  have  been  able  to  secure,  relating  to  this  island  only: 
Total  icDpoTta  at  Builiago  from  ftll  coantrios  for  the  yeftr  ended  Decem- 
ber 31,1897 '. »317,830.67 

Totel  impoTto  from  the  United  States 18,383.00 

Divided  as  follows : 
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Total  valae  of  exports  to  all  coautries,  $182,148.40,  divided  as  fbllowB: 
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PABSPOBTS, 


All  pereine  leaving  Portngat  or  any  of  its  poBsessions,  by  sea, 
altbonglitbey  maybe  bound  for  a  port  in  the  colonies  or  the  peoinsala, 
most  present  their  passports  to  steamship  agents  in  order  to  secure  a 
ticket.     For  interisland  voyages  here,  no  passport  is  necessary. 

CUEEBMCT. 

The  paper  money  of  Portugal  is  not  received  at  its  face  valae  here, 
or  at  Loauda,  the  discount  being  aboat  10  per  cent;  nor  is  the  paper 
money  of  one  colony  good  in  another  (received  at  'abont  10  per  cent 
discount)  or  on  the  peninsula.  Silver  and  copper  coin  once  exported 
from  For tn gal  is  prohibited  reimportation. 

Owing  to  a  steady  depreciation  of  the  Portuguese  currency,  mer- 
chants vbo  purchase  goods  at  three,  six,  or  twelve  months  have  been 
subjected  to  many  harasbips.  On  January  1  last,  the  pound  sterling 
was  quoted  at  0,600  reis;  to-day,  its  value  is  8,000. 

CDSTOMS  TABIFP  ANB  POET  EBOULATIOHS. 

Ko  changes  have  occurred  in  either  the  customs  tariff  or  port  regu- 
lations since  1892. 
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AFRICA:   CAPE   VBBDE  ISLANDS. 
POSTAX   BATBS. 


Id  the  Official  Gazette  af  tbe  10th  inskuit,  I  flud  thefolloving:  "The 
acts  of  the  later  national  Postal  Gongresa,  of  Waehiugtou,  signed  the 
15th  July,  1897,  are  approved,  to  be  ratified,"  etc    Hence  I  omit  to 
send  a  copy  of  the  regiilationB  now  in  force. 
CahUr. 
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coast  of  AMca;  Mala  Keat  Portngneza,  from  Lisbon  to  Brazil;  Pacific 
Steam  Navigation  Company,  from  Liverpool  to  Valparaiso,  also  to  west 
coast  porta ;  Eoyal  Mail  Steamship  Company,  from  Sonthampton  l» 
Brazil;  Kosmoa  Line,  from  Germany  to  Brazil,  Plate,  and  -west  coaet 
of  Sooth  and  Oentral  America:  Hamburg  Sonth  American  Steamehip 
Company,  fVom  Germany  to  Brazil;  Navigazione  Generale  Italiaiia, 
from  Genoa  to  Brazil:  Lamport  &  Holt,  &om  Germany  to  Brazil,  and 
many  others  not  regnlar. 
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COMMERCIAL   RELATIONS. 
F^right  rata /Tom  LMtm  to  Cape  Ferde  Itlandi. 
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LIST  OP  MBBCHANTS. 

Island  of  St.  Vincent. — Manuel  Gomez  Madeira — Madeira  &  Co., 
Francisco  da  Silva  Mortal,  AaguBto  Vera-Cmz,  Santos  &  Irmilo,  Ferro 
&  IrmfiiO,  Benj.  Ferro,  Jos^  Leitao  Pereira,  Jos6  Bouayentnra  Leite, 
Antonio  Manael  Oomez,  Bento  Oliveira  &  Co.,'  Francisco  Antonio 
Fialho,  Isaac  Wahnon,  AJfredo  Antonio  Miranda,  Jo3o  Lopez  Fonseca, 
jr.,  Bicardo  Josi^  Serradas  Barttiolomen,  Lopez  &  Co.,  Antonio  Miranda 
Lima,  Millers  Cory  &  Go.,  Wilson  Sods  &  Co.,  Oompanie  St.  Vioiente, 
Filippe  Gomez  Vieira,  D,  D,  Hall  &  Go. 

Island  of  Boa  Vtsfa.— Mannel  Antonio  do  CarTalbo,  Aurelio  Anpisto 
Spencer,  Gregorio  I^eitao  Mano,  Josd  Benlioliel,  Isaac  Benholiel,  Anto- 
nio Jos6  de  f^nsa  Oarvalho,  Manael  Francisco  Bamos,  Maonel  Hypo- 
lito  de  Brito. 

Island  of  Sal, — Vlnva  Vera-Graz  &  Sons,  Angusto  Martins  Pereira, 
Augusto  Diogo  Abrantes. 

Island  of  Santiago. — Job6  Ooelho  Serra  &  Co.,  Vaaconcellos  Bosa  & 
Co.,  Vaaconcellos  &  Bepbew,  Leflo  Vieira  de  Vaaconcellos,  Bento 
Levy,  Antonio  Joaqaim  Itibeiro,  Mello  &  IrmaOs,  Francisco  de  Paala 
Bosa,  Francisco  Marques  de  Almeida,  Bapbael  de  Carvalbo,  Ilypolito 
Olympio  da  Oosta  Aadrade,  Bdaarao  Bodrigaes,  Feruaades  e  Jo&6 
Maranes  Ferreira. 

Island  of  Fogo. — Lalz  Qomes  Barbosa,  Antonio  Joa6  Batboaa,  Joao 
Monteiro  de  Macedo,  Antonio  Gomes  Barbosa,  Tbaddea  Sacramento 
Mouteiro  e  Caetatio  de  Macedo. 

Island  of  Brava. — Julio  Jos6  Maria  Feyo,  Luiz  Lo£f  de  Yasconceltos, 
Annibal  Faria,  Cazamiro  Francisco  Monteiro,  Fernando  Vieira  Msiiaiis, 
Julio  Cesar  Teixeira,  JoSo  Jos^  de  Azevedo,  Antonio  Jos^  Nnnee. 

Island  of  Maio.^oB6  Goelbo  Serra,  Joaqaim  Jos4  Faria,  Joaqaim 
Bento,  Joao  Bento  e  Serra  &  Faria. 

B.  M.  Babtleuan, 

Acting  Oonsul. 

Santiago,  Septetnber  13,  J898. 


TRADB  WITH  THE  TTNITED  STATES. 

In  a  report  dated  September  8, 1898,  Mr.  Bartleman  says: 
The  trade  betveen  the  United  States  and  the  Cape  Verde  Islands  is 
carried  on  by  small  sailinff  vessels  (American  and  foreign)  of  about  20U 
tons  burden.  Tliese  are  few  and  tar  between,  and  tbeir  first  port  of 
call  is  usually  St.  Vincent,  where  the  cargo  is  resfaipped  to  its  destina- 
tion.   The  number  of  American  vessels  arriving  and  departing  in  the 
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last  year  was  24.  This  flgore  inoludes  whalers,  which  remain  oa  the 
gronod,  entering  and  departing  with  fteqneucy  from  Brava,  from  which 
port  oil  ia  shipiM^  to  the  United  States. 


Ftrd*  Ulajtdt  during  Ihe  year  tnded  June  SO,  1S98. 
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LIBERIA. 

I  snbmitRif  annnalreportof  the  statistics  of  the  Repablioof  Liberia 
an  well  as  I  have  been  able  t«  collect  tbem.  They  are  very  inaccurate, 
yet  they  are  as  near  perfect  as  can  be  obtained  fi-om  the  comptroller's 
office.  He  informs  me  that  it  is  impossible  to  secure  a  fall  and  accu- 
rate statistical  report,  before  the  assembling  of  the  legislature  in 
December. 

The  imports  and  exports  to  and  ftom  the  United  States  are  less  than 
those  to  and  from  Holland  or  France^  they  are  even  less  than  those  to 
and  from  the  United  States  for  the  same  period  of  time  prior  to  1898; 
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but  thia  can  be  easily  nocounted  for  in  part,  first,  vfaen  it  is  considered 
tbat  an  almost  direct  line  of  Bteamsbips  plies  between  Holland,  France, 
and  Liberia,  while  no  steamships  or  sailing  vessels  enter  Liberian 
waters  from  the  United  States. 

Secondly,  the  war  between  the  Golah  tribe,  in  the  interior  of  the 
Kepnblic,  and  the  Liberian  GoTernment,  daring  the  year,  has  had  a  most 
serious  and  damaging  efi'ect  upon  the  Liberian  markets  on  the  coast. 

Thirdly.  The  recent  war  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  had 
the  effect  of  driving  every  American  vessel  or  merchantman  from  tLe 
coast  of  Liberia. 

The  imports  of  Liberia  are  valaed  at  nearly  $3,000,000.  The  exports 
are  far  short  of  that  amount. 

Germany  carries  off  the  palm  as  an  exporter,  sending  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  goods  imported  here.  England  comes  next  in 
importance. 

Coffee,  the  staple  prodnct  of  Liberia,  has  recently  so  declined  in 
value  as  to  cause  Liberian  merchants  and  farmers  to  refiise  to  sell, 
holding  for  an  advance  in  prices.  The  same  is  true  of  ginger,  cochineal, 
and  other  farm  prodnctlons. 

Bubber,  which  is  an  experiment  in  Liberia,  is  assuming  importance 
in  the  export  trade.  Palm  kernels,  palm  oil,  and  fiber,  large  quantities 
of  which  are  shipped  monthly  to  Liverpool  and  Hamburg,  are  now 
demanding  the  attention  of  the  European  merchant  and  manntkcturer. 

The  commerce  of  west  and  south  Africa  is  carried  on  almost  entirely 
by  English  and  German  steamships,  a  Spanish  steamer  touching  at 
Monrovia  once  every  three  months. 

Messrs.  Elder,  Dempster  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  and  the  Woerroann 
Steamship  Company  of  Hamburg,  entered  upon  the  coast  trade  under 
many  disadvan^ges,  yet  by  a  careful  appli<:ati'iu  of  business  princi- 
ples, they  have  become  rich,  strong,  and  independent.  The  boats  of 
one  or  the  other  of  tliese  companies  touch  here  weekly,  bringing  the 
necessaries  of  life,  and  transporting  in  return  native  products  to  Euro- 
pean markets. 

The  principal  merchants  of  Liberia,  excepting  a  few  German  and 
Englishmen,  are  former  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  adhere  to 
our  customs,  manners,  and  principles.  They  have  many  relatives  and 
friends  in  the  States,  through  whom  they  can  greatly  facilitate  business 
transactions,  and  they  are  very  anxious  to  open  up  a  reliable  and  active 
market  in  our  country.  As  an  evidence  of  this,  during  the  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  I  was  frequently  called  upon  to  certify  to 
invoices  of  consignments  of  native  products  to  American  merchiints, 
notwithstanding  they  had  to  be  shipped  by  way  of  Liverpool  or  Ham- 
burg and  pay  double  freight  rate.  So  great  is  the  demand  for  Ameri- 
can products  or  manufactures,  that  the  merchant  is  obliged  to  use  every 
possible  effort  to  procure  tliem.  Articles  of  food  and  clothing,  such  as 
bacon,  lard,  butter,  corned  beef,  dried  and  canned  fruits,  besides  boots 
and  shoes  {which  challenge  the  world  in  neatness  of  style,  beauty  of, 
appearanre,  and  durability  of  material)  are  greatly  admired  and  desired 
both  by  the  merchant  ami  consumer. 

It  is  greatly  t«  boregretted  that  American  steamshlpcompaoies  have 
been  so  neglectful  of  our  interests  in  this  continent. 

The  coast  of  Africa  from  Batlmrst,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gambia,  and 
the  capital  of  the  British  colony  of  Gambia,  as  far  south  as  Cape  Palmas, 
on  the  southern  frontier  of  Liberia,  is  to  a  great  extent  inhabited  by 
persons  who  were  formerly  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  who  prefer 
the  products  and  manofoctnres  of  the  country. 
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A  fortuDe  awaits  the  American  steamship  company  which  will  eqnip 
boats  to  ply  direct  between  the  Uiiited  States  aud  the  coast  of  West 
Africa.  In  making  this  veiitare,  I  vonld  not  advise  an  excessive  outlay 
at  first;  possibly  two  good  steamships,  properly  equipped  for  passen- 
ger, mail,  and  freight  accommodations.  The  number  could  be  increased 
with  the  trade.  It  is  all  important  that  the  company  should  exercise 
patience  and  be  not  too  hasty  in  looking  for  returns;  it  shonld  first 
lay  such  a  fonndation  for  permanency  as  will  establish  confidence  in 
the  minds  of  the  people. 

In  connection  with  this  venture,  firms  of  wholesale  and  commission 
merchants  will  necessarily  be  established.  These,  in  order  to  insure 
success  in  the  coastwise  trade,  should  be  very  discreet  in  all  their  deal- 
ings with  their  patrons;  not  neglecting  to  be  prompt  and  honest  in 
every  transaction. 

As  the  American  merchant  is  well  acquainted  with  the  necessity  of 
having  traveling  agents,  in  order  to  advertise  and  introduce  his  goods, 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  he  will  find  it  greatly  to  his  advan- 
tage to  have  some  intelligent  and  reliable  person  in  each  port  whose 
business  it  should  be  to  solicit  consignments,  receive  and  deliver  the 
goods  transmitted,  etc. 

The  eyes  of  the  civilized  and  commercial  world  are  tamed  toward  the 
United  States  as  never  before,  and  the  American  merchant  has  an 
unprecedented  opportunity  to  extend  trade.  Judgiug  from  personal 
observations  since  I  have  been  on  the  coast,  a  healthy  and  profitable 
return  awaits  honest  and  patient  endeavor  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa. 
Owen  L.  W.  SsniH, 
Minuter  Resident  and  Consul- General, 

Monrovia,  October  7, 189S. 


LOUREN^O   MARQTJEZ. 

My  acquaintance  with  South  Africa  dates  back  to  18S0.  I  first 
visited  this  port  in  1892  and  foand  it  to  be  a  sr]iialid  aninvittug  town, 
consisting  of  a  few  sandy  roads  and  a  few  hundred  houses,  nine-tenths 
of  which  were  in  a  more  or  loss  dilapidated  looking  condition. 

'In  Jane,  1807, 1  visited  this  port  again  and  saw  many  improvements 
here,  several  miles  of  macadamized  roads,  and  many  new  and  substan- 
tial bnildings.  When  I  left  this  port  in  July,  18D7,  I  counted  some 
forty  vessels  in  port,  one-third  of  them  steamers  discharging  cargo. 
Several  steamers  were  of  10,000  tons  and  upward.  Everybody  was 
basy,  and  the  customs  and  railway  departments  had  all  they  could  (In 
to  handle  the  immensevolnmeof  merchandise  that  was  being  impoited, 
most  of  which  was  for  immediate  shipment  by  rail  to  the  Transvaal. 

When  1  returned  in  May,  1898,  the  first  thing  I  noticed  was  the  empty 
appearance  of  the  harbor  and  the  small  number  of  vessels  in  tlie  river. 
But  as  1  had  previously  called  at  Oape  Town,  Port  Elizabeth,  East 
ijondon,  and  Durban,  and  had  observed  the  small  amount  of  shipping 
in  those  ports,  and  had  also  heard  many  of  the  merchants  of  the  first 
three  ports  complain  of  the  bad  state  of  the  trade  of  South  Africa,  I 
was  not  surprised. 

At  the  Gape  porta,  I  was  told  over  and  over  again  that  the  sole  cause 
of  the  present  commercial  depression  in  South  Africa  was  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  the  Transvaal.    At  the  port  of  Durban,  I  was  tcid  that  the 
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mercantile  commnnity  waa  not  worrying  as  to  the  causes  of  the  bad 
times  in  the  Trausviial,  bat  was  trying  to  work  np  new  markets  at  their 
own  doors  and  in  Zulnland,  and  that  the  merchants  were,  on  the  whole, 
doing  well.  As  one  large  imxwrter  of  American  goods  told  me,  they 
had  been  doing  a  large  basiness  with  the  Transvaal,  but  the  competition 
had  been  very  great  and  tlie  profits  correspondingly  small.  Now,  they 
were  doing  a  smaller  but  a  more  profitable  business  in  their  own  ooontry, 
where  all  accounts  were  paid  at  the  end  of  each  month,  and  where  there 
was  little  or  no  risk  of  loss  on  account  of  bad  bills  or  fraudalent  bank- 
rupts. 

Here  in  Lonrenjo  Marquez,  where  there  is  practically  no  local  trade, 
the  present  commercial  depression  is  very  keenly  felt  and  retrenchment 
is  going  on  everywhere.  The  banks  are  doing  their  utmost  to  redace 
overdrafts,  and  to  get  rid  of  the  demand  paper  held  by  them,  and  will 
advance  no  money  except  on  the  very  best  collateral  security. 

As  far  as  I  can  see,  the  present  depression  has  been  caused  more  by 
overtrading  than  by  anything  else.  Importers  have  ordered  more 
goods  than  could  be  disposed  of,  and  until  the  present  surplus  stocks 
are  worked  off,  there  will  not  be  any  very  great  demand  lor  fresli  sup- 
plies. For  instance,  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  enough  Baltic  and 
Norwegian  heavy  deals  and  timber  in  the  country  to  last  this  port  and 
the  mining  communities  for  another  two  years.  The  same  is  true  of 
many  other  trades.  Large  stocks,  which  have  been  fully  paid  for  in 
gold,  arc  held  on  hand  and  no  retnrn  of  the  money  thus  invested  can 
be  expected,  until  this  surplus  begins  to  be  disposed  of  The  payments 
for  these  stocks  have  caused  a  serious  drain  upon  the  currency  of  the 
country. 

In  addition  to  the  constantly  increasing  output  of  raw  gold,  which  is 
all  shipped  to  England  and  Uurope,  it  is  estiinatied  that  during  the 
present  year,  tlie  country  liaa  suffered  a  loss  of  gold  coin  to  the  amount 
of  about  $5,000,001)  per  month,  destined,  partially,  to  pay  these  large 
debit  balances  caused  b^  overtrading,  and  partially  for  Sonth  African 
mining  stocks,  which  timid  investors  have  thrown  upon  the  market 
and  whicli  have  been  bought  op  cheap  by  sundry  wealthy  financiers 
of  the  Transvaal  who  saw  in  them  a  good  investment  for  their  surplus 
gold,  nowever,  the-  output  of  gold  from  the  Transvaal  is  steadily 
increasing,  as  the  returns  accompanying  this  report  wilt  show.  The 
surplus  stocks  of  goods  are  being  worked  off,  and  it  is  only  a  question 
of  time  wtien  the  conntry  will  prosper  again. 

In  addition  to  its  gold,  the  Transvaal  has  another  source  of  wealth  in 
its  extensive  coal  fields.  These  fields  are  within  easy  reach  of  this  port 
by  rail,  and  a  few  enterprising  firms  are  alreiwly  working  up  a  very 
good  business  in  bunker  coal.  At  present,  all  coal  shipped  from  here 
is  lightered  off;  but  one  large  coal  wharf  is  already  under  constrnetion, 
and  another  is  soon  to  be  begun.  In  a  few  months,  when  these  wharves 
are  finished,  coal  can  be  delivered  as  fast  as  the  vessels  can  receive  it. 
The  coal  supply  of  this  port  is  treated  of  further  on  under  the  heading 
of  "Ooal." 

CANADIAN  BNTRBPRISB  IN  DBLAGOA  BAT. 

One  of  the  largest  honses  here  is  the  Lingham  Timber  and  Trailing 
Company,  Limiteil,  a  Canadian  concern.  This  company  is  a  large 
importer  of  Oregon  and  pitch  pine  from  the  United  States,  and  of  Dal- 
tic  timber  and  deals.  It  has  also  done  a  large  trade  in  American  fiour, 
and  is  now  going  into  the  milliug  bnsineBs  here,  having  secured  a  con- 
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1  for  a  loDg  term  of  yearn  from  the  Portagaese  GoTernmeDt,  to 
operate  a  flour  mill  in  tbis  district.  At  Matolla,  about  5  miles  from 
here,  up  the  river,  tliis  company  has  built  a  large  flour  mill,  iu  which 
the  machinery  for  grinding  wheat  is  now  being  iuatalled.  The  mill  ia 
built  of  Oregon  pine,  and  is  roofed  with  English  corrugated,  galvanized 
iron.  All  the  machinery  i8  of  Canadian  mannfactnre.  Cloee  to  the 
mil),  the  foundations  of  a  large  and  subatantial  grain  elevator  are  being 
built,  and  on  the  water  front  a  large  wharf  is  being  constructed,  along- 
side of  which,  when  it  ia  completed,  vessels  of  10,000  tons  can  safely 
lie  and  load  and  discharge  at  all  stages  of  the  tide. 

A  branch  line  is  to  be  built  connecting  this  wharf,  the  elevator,  and 
the  mill  with  the  main  line  of  the  Delagoa  Bay  Railway,  at  a  point 
about  6  or  8  miles  ft-om  this  town.  When  the  wharf  and  branch  rail- 
way line  are  completed,  thia  company  or  a  subsidiary  company  will 
inaugurate  an  export  and  bunker  coal  business. 

In  addition  to  these  three  lineA — lumber,  flour,  and  coal — the  company 
is  considering  the  advisability  of  building  a  large  oil  store,  and  also  a 
cold-storage  warehouse,  and  of  acting  as  agenta  for  the  leading  Amer- 
ican reflners  of  kerosene  oil  and  for  the  ahippera  of  Australian  frozen 
meat-  The  rinderpeat  has  practically  destroyed  the  source  of  the  fresh 
beef  supply  of  this  country,  and  South  Africa  in  now  importing  fro:teii 
meat  &om  Australia  and  live  oxen  from  Madagascar. 

Madagascar,  I  may  mention,  is  rich  in  cattle.  When  I  resided  in 
Mozambique,  1  frequently  heard  of  shipments  of  oxen  irom  Madagascar 
that  bad  cost,  all  told,  including  freight,  landed  on  the  beiMih,  less 
than  $20  per  head. 

The  career  of  the  Lingbam  Timber  and  Trading  Company  will  be 
watched  with  interest.  Its  directors  have  great  faitli  in  the  commercial 
posaibllitjes  of  this  port,  and  of  the  coantry  back  of  it.  Such  enter- 
prise ia  certainly  deserving  of  success. 

In  view  of  what  I  have  hereinbefore  said  upon  the  subject  of  coat, 
the  following  copy  of  an  editorial  in  one  of  the  leading  Transvaal  daily 
papers  is  of  interest: 


DBLAOOA. 

In  the  liftze  of  ronmr  and  vogtM  Msertiou  that  surronnd  Delttgoa  Bay,  we  arc  gloA 
to  see  some  praotical  steps  being  taken  hy  renpansilile  people  in  this  concitry.  Four- 
teen Koftd'  memhera  have  Mtnmeil  ftom  a  visit  to  Delagoa,  where  tbey  liinpected 
the  town  and  the  bay.  In  a  steamer  put  at  their  diaposal,  they  made  a  tour  around 
the  harbor  and  saw  the  pier  acoomtnodatlou  and  the  waut  of  it.  It  depends  upon 
theN.  Z.  A.  S.  M.'and  the  PortnEuese  authorities  whether  the  TrauavaalBbuli  enjoy 
the  beneDt  of  one  of  the  Kreate^  induatrles  in  the  world. 

There  are  at  least  15,W0,IKK),000  tons  of  first-class  coal  In  the  TranHvaal  alone. 
about  twica  as  much  of  aTerage  good  oowil,  and  about  seven  times  as  much  of  aoal 
of  rather  Inferior  quality. 

We  have  larger  coal  Aelds  than  England,  and  yet  there  were  202,000,000  tonn  of 
British  coal  brought  to  hank  last  year. 

Heie  IS  a  fortane  for  the  taking,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  that  the  Government  Is 
awaking  to  this  supreme  soaroe  of  wealth  and  prosperity.  Coal  ia  more  valuable 
than  gtud  eTeu,  since  the  commerce  and  national  defense  depend  upon  the  supply 
ef  fneJ.  No  othei  power  but  the  Transraal  Government  can  influence  both  the 
railway  and  the  Portuguese  at  Delagoa,  and  we  trust  that  this  matter  will  be  pressed 
with  energy  and  enthusiasm. 

'  Tolkaroad  or  Transvaal  Cougtees.  'Netherlands  South  Afcloan  Railway. 
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I  have  received  inqniries  ft^tni  the  Pliiladelpbia  Masenms,  and  also 
from  a  mini  her  of  business  bouKes  in  the  United  States,  relatiiiK  to  the 
demand  in  this  district  for  sandry  specified  articles. 

The  information  asked  for  is  being  compiled  as  it  is  obtaioed,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  mercantile  commtiDity  at  large,  1  have  decided  to 
incorporate  tbis  special  information  into  this  rei>ort.  Only  a  few  lines 
have  as  yet  been  reported  apoa,  bat  all  inqniries  will  be  given  fall 
attention  in  due  season. 

A  great  many  of  these  inqairies  call  for  special  investigation  and  for 
infonnatioQ  that  can  only  be  aapplied  by  a  very  limited  namber  of 
officials  and  merchants.  Some  of  these  sabjects  will  deserve  separate 
reports,  which  will  be  transmitted  later,  as  they  are  completed,  as  sap- 
piemen  ts  to  this  report. 

The  first  subject  upon  which  the  Philadelphia  Musenms  desire  a 
report  is  that  of 


'Efaere  is  a  very  good  inailcet  for  beer  of  all  kinds  here.  Large  quan- 
tities of  English  ale  and  stoat  are  consumed;  but  tliese  beers  are  too 
heavy'and  are  aneuited  to  the  climate,  and  the  old  residetit  after  a 
while  drops  them  for  something  lighter,  such  as  Qerman  Filsener  beer. 

Lately,  several  parties  have  endeavored  to  introduce  American  lager 
beer  here,  and,  considering  the  present  commercial  depression,  I  think 
they  are  making  some  headway.  The  brands  ttiat  have  been  sold  here 
are  generally  well  liked,  and,  when  trade  improves,  a  very  good  bnsi- 
nesfl  in  this  line  can  be  worked  up  by  American  brewers  of  really  flrst- 
class  beers. 

I  have  noted  that  some  American  brewers  are  too  conservative  in 
their  business  methods  for  this  country.  They  want  remittances  to 
cover  all  orders,  and  are  not  at  all  inclined  to  ship  sample  lots.  A  little 
more  liberality  in  the  matter  of  samples  and  terms  of  payments  would, 
no  doubt,  result  in  increased  sales.  It  is  quite  safe  to  sell  and  to  draw 
npon  the  bills  of  lading  to  any  firms  or  individuals  who  attach  to  their 
orders  a  letter  from  their  local  bankers,  recommending  them  as  desira- 
ble people  with  whom  to  trade. 

In  regard  to  the  packing  and  prices  of  American  beers,  I  think  I  can 
safely  say  that  both  are  entirely  satisfactory.  , 


There  is  little  or  no  demand  for  bicycles  in  Portuguese  East  Africa, 
There  are  bat  a  few  miles  of  hard  roads  in  IX)renzo  Marquez,  and  parts 
of  these  are  very  steep.  The  remaining  roads  are  sandy,  and  it  18  an 
absolute  impossibility  tO' ride  a  bicycle  over  thorn.  The  only  people 
selling  bicycles  here  are'  Mr.  0.  Levy,  of  "Levy's  Kiosk,"  and  Mr.  P. 
Antoine  Oallot  Mr.  Oallot  also  deals  in  watches,  clocks,  jewelry,  and 
mathematical  instruments. 

In  the  Transvaal,  there  is  always  a  demand  for  bicycles,  and  several 
of  the  leading  American  bicycle  manufiacturers  are  represented  there 
by  resident  agents. 

When  the  country  recovers  from  the  present  depression,  which,  I  am 
convinced,  will  not  last  many  months  longer,  the  demand  for  bicycles 
will  improve  greatly.  American  bicycles  are  already  liked,  bnt  any 
new  firm  wiubing  to  do  business  in  the  Transvaal  wilt  have  to  ener- 
getically flglit  the  competition  of  the  American  and  foreign  agencies 
ahready  established  there. 
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AJl  the  bntter  cooBomed  in  tbis  coniitry  i»  imported.  The  DauUh 
and  Dutch  brands,  in  l-pound  tins,  are  generallj^  preferred  to  the  Italian 
and  liVench  brands  in  kUos:Tsm  acd  half- kilogram  tins.  The  duty  on 
butter  here  is  100  reis  (10.8  cents)  per  kilogram  (2^  pounds] ;  bat  if  the 
dnty  is  paid  in  Fortugnese  silver,  instead  of  in  English  gold,  it  only 
amounts  to  abont  7^  cents  per  kilogram. 

The  lateat  quotations  for  l-ponutl  tins  of  the  best  Danish  butter  are 
from  2s.  to  28.  6d.  (48  to  60  cents)  per  tin. 

lu  my  opinion,  there  is  an  opening  here  for  the  introduction  of  flrst- 
class  American  butter,  packed  in  land  2  pound  tins  that  can  be  opened 
by  a  key  attached  to  each  tin,  and  without  the  use  of  a  can  opener  or 
other  similar  instmmeut.  All  butler  tins  that  I  have  seen  upon  this 
coast  are  opened  by  keys,  upon  which  narrow  strips  of  tin — soldered 
so  as  to  join  the  body  of  the  tin  to  the  cover — are  wound,  and  the  top 
in  this  manner  removed. 


The  province  of  Hozambiqne  is  a  corn-producing  country  and  gener- 
ally raises  fully  enough  for  its  own  consumption.  Occasionally,  how- 
ever, the  crop  fails,  owing  to  locusts  or  to  drought,  or  to  both,  and  it 
becomes  necessary  to  import  com.  On  these  occasions,  the  inii)orters 
^nerally  cable  to  their  agents  in  the  British  colonies  or  in  London  and 
inquire  where  com  can  be  procured  cheapest,  and,  as  corn  is  used  only 
for  feeding  EafSra  and  cattle,  they  buy  in  the  lowest  market,  irreB]>eo- 
tive  of  quality.  Last  year  several  shiploads  of  corn  weie  imported  here 
from  the  United  States  and  from  South  America.  Some  of  the  Ameri- 
can white  corn  that  had  been  shipped  in  filow,  iron  Hailing  vessels  had 
heated  and  sweated  during  the  long  voyage  and  had  also  become 
infested  with  vermin.  This  corn,  as  a  matter  of  course,  was  not 
accepted  by  the  consignees,  and  the  shippers  thereof  were  subjected 
to  a  heavy  loss. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  for  a  hing  voyage  with  a  cargo  of  corn, 
a  wooaen  vessel  is  far  preferable  to  an  iron  one,  as  it  is  not  so  liable  to 
canae  the  cargo  to  heat  and  sweat. 

The  Banian  and  Arab  merchants,  who  are  the  principal  retail  deiilers 
in  corn,  all  tell  me  that  the  com  crop  this  year  in  this  province  has  been 
a  very  good  one  indeed.  It  is  quite  an  impossibility  to  estimate  the 
amount  of  com  consumed  here,  and  there  are  no  statistics  showing 
{ffodnction  or  consumption  in  this  line. 

The  demand  for  com  in  the  Transvaal  is  increasing,  an^  the  price  is 
rising.  The  price  of  white  com  at  present,  in  bond  in  the  custom- 
house, is  128.  ($2.92)  per  bag  of  00  kilograms  (198  pounds).  The  lead- 
ing com  merchants  are  Messrs.  Donaldson  &  Sievewright,  Messrs. 
ArthnrMay  &Go.,the  Lingliiiin  Timber  and  Trading  Company,  Messrs. 
lliijer  Dada,  Abdnlla  &  Co.,  iiiid  Uajer  Latif  Khan. 

PETBOLEUH, 

The  petroleum  trade,  or,  to  be  more  correct,  the  trade  in  kerosene 
<»I,  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  about  half  a  dozen  New  York  commis- 
sion houses.  The  competition  between  these  honses  and  between  the 
rival  steamship  lines  running  from  New  York  to  South  Africa,  is  so 
keen  that  large  profits  are  out  of  the  qaestJon.  During  ^lay  and  June, 
tlie  price  of  kerosene  rose  to  an  abnormal  point.    Prices  in  normal 
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times  are  but  a  little  more  than  the  prices  f.  o.  b.  TSev  York,  plus  the 
freight — vhicb  averages  I'rom  t6  to  t6.25  per  ton — Insarauce,  and  auu- 
dries,  and  the  local  coatoms  tax  of  5  i>er  c«Dt  ad  valorem,  payable  in 
gold. 

I  am  told  the  IStandard  Oil  Company  is  contemplating  establishiDg 
an  agency  and  oil  storehonse  here,  uegotiations  to  that  end  having 
just  commenced. 

STAMPBD-MSTAX  OEIZJNGS. 

A  very  good  trade  in  atamped-metal  ceilings  may  be  done  here. 
Tbese  have  lately  been  introdaoed  by  a  few  enterprising  builders,  and 
it  is  becoming  the  custom  now  to  put  them  into  all  good  hoases.  One 
of  the  leading  merchants,  who  is  building  a  house  not  far  from  this 
consulate,  told  me  recently  that  a  short  while  ago  he  wanted  some 
metal  ceiling  in  a  hurry,  and  that,  not  having  time  to  get  it  Irom  the 
United  States,  he  wired  to  England  for  it.  It  turned  out  that,  although 
he  cabled  plainly  for  stamped -metal  ceilings,  his  English  correspondents 
did  not  know  what  was  wanted  or  where  stich  goods  conld  be  obtained. 
After  considerable  time  and  money  had  been  wasted  in  cabling  and 
correspond euce,  be  finally  made  his  English  friends  understand  what 
was  desired.    I  hope  to  see  oar  trade  in  this  line  largely  increased. 


There  is  a  large  and  constantly  increasing  demand  for  whisky,  upon 
this  coast  and  in  the  Transvaal.  Practically,  everybody  here  consumes 
more  or  less  whisky,  either  with  quinine  or  without;  and,  in  fact, 
whisky  is  considered  as  much  of  a  necessity  as  batter,  condensed  milk, 
tea,  or  coffee. 

Scotch  whiskies  are  generally  preferred  to  all  others.  In  the  first 
place,  the  great  majority  of  the  South  African  population  has  already 
acquired  the  taste  for  Scotch  whisky;  in  the  second  place,  the  Scotch 
whisky  is  good  and  cheap.  A  very  good  brand  of  Scotch  whisky  can 
be  bought  here,  duty  paid,  at  tmm  99  to  (10  per  case  of  1  dozen  reputed 

Juart  bottles.  Good  Scotch  whisky — in  bond — is  quoted  at  from  $i  to 
a  per  case. 

The  present  prices  qaoted  by  the  dealers  in  American  rye  and  Cana- 
dian club  whiskies,  are  from  $16  to  tl6  ptii  case. 

ifot  until  the  prices  of  American  wmskies  are  materially  reduced, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  southern  and  southeastern  Africa  have  been 
weaned  from  their  taste  for  the  Scoteh  article,  will  there  be  any  very 
great  demand  for  American  whisky. 

STEAM  OOMMimiOAIIOjr. 

There  are  now  three  steamship  lines  rnnning  from  New  York  to  this 
port.  The  New  York  agents  are  Barber  &  Co.,  36  Broadway:  Henry 
W.  Peabody  &  Co.,  58  New  street;  Norton  &  Son,  115  Produce 
Exchange. 

POST  CHABOBB. 

Ballast, — Sand  only  can  be  procured  here  as  ballafit.  It  is  delivered 
OB  board  at  the  rate  of  4  shillings  and  sixpence  (91.09)  per  ton.  Ves- 
sels wishing  to  discharge  ballast  can  not  get  it  taken  away  for  much 
less  than  $1  per  ton.  Vessels,  however,  wishing  to  dispose  of  stone 
ballast  that  can  be  used  for  road  making  or  for  building  purposes,  will 
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find  a  market  here  for  it  and  will  be  able  to  make  about  $5  i>er  ton  ou 
its  sale. 

Coal. — The  coal  merchantB  here  geoerally  have  Trom  1,000  to  2,000 
tons  of  Cardiff  or  north  of  England  coal  ou  baud.  One  tliouBand  and 
Gft}'  tons  of  the  present  supply  is  owned  by  the  British  Admiralty. 

In  the  eastern  district,  viz,  the  Middleberg  and  Belfast  districts,  of 
tlie  Transvaal,  and  within  a  few  hours  by  rail  of  this  port,  are  extensive 
coal  mines,  and  an  almost  onlimited  supply  of  coal  can  be  obtained  from 
these  sources  npon  a  few  days'  notice.  This  coal  is  of  very  good  qoality 
and  is  beiog  used  by  many  English  and  German  steamers  trading  at 
this  port. 

The  price  of  the  EngUsb  coal,  delivered  f^oin  the  bulks,  is  about  50 
shillings  (f  12.16)  per  ton. 

The  price  of  the  Transvaal  coal  delivered  on  board  is  from  26  shillings 
(16.08)  to  27  shillings  and  6  pence  (t6.68)  per  ton. 

The  coal  mercbanta  will  not  undertake  to  trim  coal  in  a  vessel's 
bankers;  this  mast  be  done  by  the  vessel's  own  crew  or  by  Eafio  long- 
shoremen, who  mast  be  paid  &om  5  shillings  (91.21)  to  6  shillings 
(tl.46)  per  day.    About  30  tons  of  coal  can  be  loaded  per  hoar. 

Water. — Water  is  plentiful  and  of  fair  qnality.  It  is  obtained  from 
wells  at  the  foot  of  the  bluffs,  and  is  ptimped  into  large  filtering  and 
settling  tanks,  and  from  thence  to  a  standpipe  on  the  top  of  the  bluffs. 

This  water  is  strongly  impregnated  with  lime  and  is  not  ased  for 
drinking  purposes  when  cistern  rain  water  can  be  obtained.  JHo  rain 
water  is  for  sale  here.  This  well  wat«r  is  delivered  on  board  by  water 
boats,  and  coats  11  shillings  (92.67)  per  ton  of  200  English  or  250  Amer- 
ican gallons.  There  is  no  other  charge  for  water.  There  is  only  one 
dealer  in  wator,  a  Frenchman,  who  has  a  waterworks  concession  from 
the  Portnguese  Government. 

Health. — The  health  of  this  place  is  bod.  "So  sanitary  or  health  sta- 
tistics are-  at  present  available,  but  it  can  be  safely  stated  that  the  death 
rate  in  the  lower  town  is  higher  than  in  any  other  port  on  this  coast, 
the  ports  in  the  Zambesi  delta  excepted. 

The  prevailing  diseases  here  are  malarial,  bilious,  and  i>ernicious 
fevers.  A  nam^  of  cases  of  "  black  water  "  or  bematnrio  fever  have 
occurred  here  lately. 

Steamers  fi'om  Indian  ports  are  the  only  vessels  liable  to  quarantine 
here,  on  account  of  the  "bubonic  plague,"  and  now  and  then  the  cholera, 
being  more  or  less  prevalent  in  Bombay  and  other  adjacent  ports. 
Vessels  from  around  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  arc  never  quarantined. 

The  charge  for  the  visit  of  the  health  officer  is  4,000  reis,  or  about 
(2.80  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange.  The  fee  for  a  looal  bill  of  health 
is  1,000  reis,  or  70  oente. 

The  quarantine  charge  for  all  vessels  is  10  reis  per  cubic  meter  per 
day,  which  works  oat  as  follows:  1  ton,  registered=2.83  cubic  meters: 
10reis=.7of  1  cent;  2.S3x90.007=t0.01-^,  or  1.98  cents  per  registered 
ton  per  day. 

The  fee  for  quarantine  guards  per  day  is  1,000  reis,  or  70  centsj  but 
no  Bailing  vessel  is  obliged  to  pay  more  than  15,000  teis,  or  $10.50,  and 
no  steamer  more  than  25,000  reis,  or  917.50,  in  fall,  for  guards  during 
quarantine. 

Somiial. — The  Government  hospital  takes  in  three  classes  of  patients. 
The  charges  per  day,  exclusive  of  medicines,  are  as  follows: 

SMa. 

KirtolBM 4,500=»3.15 

SBoondolMs 3,000=  1.40 

Third  oUm 500=     .35 
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Masters  of  vessels  are  strongly  advised  never  to  allow  any  of  the 
ship's  compaoy  to  come  ashore  in  this  port  The  towu  contans  many 
low  grogshops,  which  are  kept  especially  for  sailors,  and  a  sailor,  after 
inahing  tlie  round  of  the  dens,  frequently  snccumhs  to  tlie  bad  liqaor 
and  brings  up  in  the  police  station.  If,  however,  he  mauages  to  get 
back  to  bis  ship,  he  ia  generally  sick  and  quite  unfit  for  work  for  several 
days  after  his  visit. 

OENEBAL  OHARA.CTEB  OP  THE  POST. 

This  is  the  best  harbor  in  all  of  3outh  Africa.  Vessels  lie  in  the 
English  Biver,  which  is  a  tidal  river  mainly  and  an  extension  of  Dela- 
goa  Bay,  and  are  thus  in  a  perfectly  safe  and  landlocked  port 

The  prevailing  wiuds  are  from  the  south  and  southeast  during  the 
winter  season,  and  &om  the  north,  northeast,  and  northwest  daring 
the  summer,  or  rainy  season.  The  average  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  here 
is  U  feet. 

Iq  the  anchorage,  there  is  an  average  depth  of  C  fathoms  at  low  water. 
The  bottom  is  mud.  The  average  depth  of  the  various  channels  of 
Delagoa  Bay  is  C  fathoms  at  low  water,  but  there  are  natiierous  mud 
banks  that  carry  much  less  water,  and  that  must  be  approached  with 
caution. 

TARIFF   AND    FOBT   DUES. 

I  give  below  a  synopsis  of  the  customs  tariff  and  port  regnlations: 
Cu$U»ui  tariff 


Alcoliol : 

01  leH  tlUU  W  CartlBT, 

or  moce'tW  M"  oirtier, 

liter 

Whlily,  gin.  bomily.Bt*., 

IleSt.,  for  K^Bt  trade.  .kJlo> . 


"~?£;X;- 

per  pair,  . 

'■.ff!lK."'..""!.Er. 

CanridSDB ad 

valor«ll.. 

C^AiSitiini^i 

Tilor^.J 
....do... 

Com  msal  ar  flour. . 
Cotton  vlotfa ; 

■■•■""■ 

bkKhed,  1 

Dyikl  or  printed 
Cnoken: 

Yasp 

....Idlo..- 

....do...] 

Onlliiary.ablpblicait. 


..kilo. 


reLoy.     renoy. 


ills.  Dre«erTod  (dry 

Gqd  powder kilo. . 

tiluta: 

Common  clu*  Jara.  "to., 

Window  Klus.'id'viJarein! 
UluiwHre,  a.  D.  ■..  ad  va- 

UaU  and  oapa  Vor'ineii "or 

BerrlDgB,  drlsd    or   ploktod, 

kilo.. 

Boe»: 

KaBr eiicb.. 

All  utber  quatiUea.  art  v»- 

Kennenaoll ad  Talonim. . 

Lard kilo.. 

Llqnon; 

IHalllled- 

Aloohol  of  leas  tban 

WCarlHr... .liter.. 

iilwbol  of  mon  tban 

2«°Cartler.. ..liter.. 

Brand;,  wblsky,  K)n, 

eto litir.. 

FannantM— 

BwTi  cldBT, eta...do... 
Wine  and  Tineekr  In 

CBBka Tllter. 

Wins  and  rlneaac  fu 

bottlBi !littr., 

WioB,apukllDg..ila.. 
•iJOMponndi. 


.klD'^lc 
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Artiele*. 

Portu- 

gneee 

nnty, 
,108 

.»l« 
.OH 

.OK 

"■? 

.022 

"•■a 

,os 

"i 

.027 

Anlolea. 

Porto, 
rency. 

reoey. 

H«M*e« kilo.. 

"-I'iCSr': ^.. 

•».''r.-.".'SSSS:. 

soo 
loa 

Sp.ot. 
Sp.ot. 

wo 
so 

M 
lOp.ot 

20 
1.M0 

10 

"■Si 

100 

'  M 
800 

Tobaooo— CoatloDod. 

1,«» 

3,«» 

MO 
IW 

2,,.60 

to 

Sp,c(. 

no 

Jp,ot. 

"tS^-.TSfc. 

Mlmn.    incindlnj     ftimei. 

"'*- 

1  Mt 

Po»to«» klto.. 

BevolTaniuidpKtol«...eub.. 

Kioe kilo.. 

StOa  and  uilcloth.  iDoludiog 

Ship  bleenitor  "pilot  breed," 

OtberwiM    mauabe- 

81lk.coTered eaob.. 

Unirorma,  old,  to,  KaBr  tnde. 

3.8(8 

''"^bim.l. illor.. 

InbotUc* do... 

Wheat ad  valorem.. 

Whiakf ,  alwglii,  brand?,  etc.. 

.on 

Soap,  t<rtle»  and  perfumed,  ad 

Oidinaiy— 

In  barrel! liter 

iDbottleo do... 

•peclfled adyaloruo.. 

T^.:::::::::::::::::::^:. 

'^"I^«Sr^>ll.orpla«. 

.;! 

All  a/I  Takaoia  dntlea  upon  gaods  trva 


rateoreieiiangetD  the  o 


ir  than  PorlngnHe  a 


Ih>  paid 
and  Port 


Agrloultnral  toolg  and  implomeBts,  n.  o. ». 

Animal*,  live.  eiceptlDgoien. 

Ban  and  baggliLg,  hemp  otPortugaeM  origin. 

Beoks.prlDtSdlDanTluguage. 

Carta  and  oarrlagee. 

Coin,  gold. 


JVea  lilt — For  toeal  o»niumption. 

Lire  BUlmala,  aioepUng  oi 


Coal. 


gneee  origin. 


Maobtoerf ,  n. .  . 
B«llwa7  mlilDg  aurak. 
Be-wlng  maehinee. 
gMTOa. 

Typewrltera. 

Tow  and  irMte  for  ctauilnf!  maohltiery. 
Tefaf cleg,  of  Poctugneae  origin  and  n.  o.  a. 
Wagona  «od  oarta. 


QlaoaTeaseis  in  whtcb  other" 

Lfnee  arid   oorda  fow  Oah  note,  of  Poriagneei 
origin. 

The  following  is  the  custoniB  t^iff  on  merchandiBe  entered  at  the  port 
of  Louren^o  Marqnez  in  transit  to  the  Transvaal,  Sontfa  AlHcan 
Republic : 

A-w  lift  aceordiny  to  tKe  lr«aly  b»tw«en  tht  South  African  BepubliB  and  Portugal. 


Boata,  iMuiaheai  Bte.,  atAam  or  mII- 
Booka,  bound  or  nnbonnd.  In  any  langnage. 
Cbart^  map*,  and  ilmllar  artlclea. 


vein.  Pntugneae  ailver  an 

Eueseporb. 
Floar,  meal,  eta. 
Fniit,be*li. 

Ooano  and  artlflcljil  nianun 
HldeaudaUne. 


loe. 

Lima. 

Uaahlnery  for  mlnea.  Inolndlng  all  Iron  work. 

HuBloal  Iflstranienta. 

Meal. 

Natoral  blalor;  apeolmena  and  all  other  epei 
■iwii*aDdartieleailaitlnedfi>r  umaeumiand  m 
imporlod  for  oomioerolal  puipoaea. 

PitntlDg  preatea. 

H«riii 

irorkror  building  purpoaee. 


^dbvGoo^^lc 
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Litl  of  ariieUt placed  upon  iht/ree  Jiil  by  the  provinotal  decree  publieked  Ifovembar  6, 1SS7. 

Bar  iron.  .       Pktntliigi. 


luilisW-^alYaiiiigd  Iran. 


"tlclsB  not  otberwise  Bpeoified  a 
rarijr  of  iport  AuUet  l&Bied  i»  : 


tuMa  ■ 


Tile*. 

snbjeot  to  a  tronait  daty  of  3  per  cent  ad 
etuiom-hotue  at  Lormno  Marqttta. 


D-U«dfoT- 

Artidix. 

Dwtliiedfor- 

ArtlBl™. 

Porto- 

US 

Ftnlp. 
port.. 

Porta. 

SIMM 

ports. 

porta. 

P«||™t.^^«U,eroH«ed... 

* 
It 

P«r«m<. 

Ptrtait 

3 

I 

i-n-MB*. 

Other  cIiArgea  and  taxM  levied.  \>y  the  onBtoniB  aie :  warehonse  rent,  2,000  rels  ($2.16) 
per  ton  per  month:  varohooge,  Uqaida,  5  reU  (oDO-half  of  1  cent)  per  liter  per  montti. 

Indusmal  coDtnbntiQD,  oallMted  fot  aoooant  of  the  town  oonuoil:  Upon  all  for- 
eign  gooda  not  on  tiea  list,  1^  per  cent  ad  valorem;  npon  all  Portagneeegoodi  not 
on  free  tUt,  li  per  oent  per  ton  ad  valotem ;  upon  all  goods  In  transit  to  fianavaal, 
7B  reU  per  ton,  or  8  centa. 

Light  and  bnoy  doM:  Upon  all  imports  for  local  oooMiinptloD,  100  reU,  or  10^ 
cuotSiperton;  npon  all  imports  Id  transit  t«  the  Transvaal,  TBreis,  or  Scents,  per  too. 

Tonnage  tues,  loaded  or  in  balliwt  and  paid  bat  on«e  in  this  province  for  each 
voyages  ^^ 

Steamers,  mail pM  net  ton..     25  =  90.027 

Steamera,  other do —    BO^    .OH 

SaUlng  vessels do....  160=     .162 

There  are  no  manifeat  fees  or  stamps,  or  charges  for  translations  orinterpcetera. 

The  orilinary  stamp  charges  are  amall,  mnming  ftom  1  to  15  cents,  acooTding  to 
the  natnre  of  the  docnmente. 

Port  regulations. 

The  captain  of  the  port  has  Jurisdiction  over  all  the  waters  of  Delagoa  Bay,  and 
over  all  merchant  vesMle,  both  Pottcgaese  and  foreign,  lying  therein. 

Consuls  of  foreign  nations  have  general  jnrisdlction  over  all  vessels  belonging  t« 
the  nations  they  may  represent,  and  can  take  each  measnres  as  they  may  deem  neoes- 
Bory  to  ponish  petty  offenses  and  fontraventions  of  the  law  occurring  on  board  of 
SDcb  vessels  and  that  do  not  affect  the  nnblio  safety  or  the  traniinillity  of  the  port. 

All  merchant  vessels  entering  or  leaving  this  port  moat  hoist  tlieir  national  flags. 
UasteiBof  vessels  contravening  this  rale  are  liable  to  a  Bneof  40,000  leis,  or  938. 
,  Veaaela  having  powder  on  board  most  fiy  a  red  flag  from  the  end  of  the  fore  yard. 

Teasels  entering  the  harbor  and  having  a  clean  bill  of  health  and  no  sickness  on 
board,  mnst  hoist  asijnare  bine  flog  on  the  foremast  head.  Veasela  not  having  a  clean 
biU  of  health  or  having  siokness  on  board  mnst  hoist  a  aqnare  yellow  flag  on  the 
foremast  head. 

Teaaela  mnst  anchor  with  two  anchors,  and  mast  alwa^  have  a  kedge  ready  to 
let  go.  If  the  captain  of  the  port  considsrs  it  necessary,  Jib  booms  mnst  be  lij^ed 
inboard. 


r.,z.j.vCo(>t^lc 
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VeaBels  •rriving  off  the  port  at  night  ajid  requiring  a«iUtuice  miut  tiolat  a  red 
li^t  at  the  nainmaBt  head. 

DiBcharKing  batlaat  or  mbbiBh  or  ashes  oTerboard  In  the  tmcliorage  is  strictly  pro- 
hibited. A  proper  plaoo  on  the  beach  will  be  pointed  oat  to  all  masters  of  vbmbU 
wishing  to  diHcharge  ballast,  rubbish,  or  ashes. 

Mo  vesHel  will  bo  allowed  to  remain  at  anchor  in  the  lower  ba;  for  more  than 
twenty 'foni  honrs. 

Masters  of  Tessels  entering  this  port  when  TlBited  by  the  captain  of  the  port  or 
Other,  port  officer  mnst  exhibit  their  registen,  crew  lists,  and  lists  of  paseengeis,  and 
beprepared  to  answer  in  writing  any  qnestions  that  may  be  asked  tbsm. 

Before  sailing  itom  this  port,  masters  of  Teasels  most  fiimish  the  captain  of  the 


port  vlth  a  list  of  the  passengen  leaving  by  thelc  reepeotlve  vessels. 

Merchant  vessels  are  prohibited  Itom  entering  or  leaving  this  port  uetween  me 
hoars  of  sunset  and  gonrise,  nnleaa  they  have  on  Doaid  six  or  more  psssenKcn,  or  are 


carrying  mails. 

No  vessels  will  be  allowed  to  leave  this  port  until  they  have  received  olearancee 
&om  both  the  castom-honse  and  the  oaptain  of  the  port. 

A  veesel,  alter  clearing  and  after  receivlDg  the  linal  visit  of  the  captain  of  the 
port,  will  not  be  allowed  to  couunnnicate  fnruatwith  the  shore  or  receive  on  board 
paasengera  or  baggage. 

For  entering  or  olearing,  for  each  service ;  Vessels  of  not  more  than  383  tons  reg- 
is!^, 1,600  re&,  or  tl.OS;  vessels  of  more  than  ^83  tons  register,  4,000  reis,  or  tZM. 

There  Is  no  manifest  fee. 

Lioense  to  discharee,  ZOO  reis,  or  U  oenta;  license  to  discharge  or  take  in  ballast, 
300  reis;  lioense  t«  imtuige  aaohorage,  2D0  reis. 

There  are  no  wharfing  or  berthing  daea. 

TUGS. 

There  are  a  nnmber  of  fairly  good  tags  available  for  towing  purposes  at  this  port. 
Their  charges,  as  regnlated  by  the  captoin  of  the  port,  are  as  follows; 

For  each  mile  towed,  vessels  drawing  up  to  14}  feet  mast  pay  7,000  rsis,  or  $4.90; 
for  each  mile,  vessels  drawing  from  15  to  20}  fsct  must  pay  9,000  reis,  or  >8.30;  for 
each  mile,  vessels  drawing  21  feet  and  apwaM  must  pay  10,000  reis,  or  VJ, 


PILOTAOB. 


Pilotage  is  oompolsory,  and  all  vessels,  with  the  exoeption  of  men  of  war,  are  sob- 
jeot  to  pilotage  dues  whether  pilotage  has  been  performed  or  not. 

One  or  inore  pilot  boats,  either  steam  or  sailing  cotters,  ore  supposed  to  cruise  in 
tile  lower  bay  and  near  Inhaok  Island. 

All  pilot  boau  ore  painted  blaek  with  tJie  word  "  Filotos  "  painted  in  large  white 
letters  on  eaeh  side,  extending  in  height  from  the  water  line  to  the  gunwale. 

The  steam  pilot  boats  also  have  a  large  black  P  painted  on  their  smokeetaoks,  and 
•ailing  pilot  Eioats  have  a  large  black  P  painted  on  their  mainsails.  In  addition,  all 
pilot  boats  fly  a  white  flag  with  a  black  P  in  the  center. 

Whenever  a  vessel  of  any  description  has  a  pilot  on  board,  the  pilot  flag,  as  above 
described,  mnst  be  dbplayed  either  from  the  foremast  bead,  or  from  a  jack  staff  in 
the  bow. 

At  night,  all  pilot  boats  carry  a  white  light  on  the  forestay,  and,  in  reply  to  signals 
for  a  pilot,  will  flash  a  white  li^ht  at  Intervals  of  one  minute,  or  a  little  more  or  leas. 

Vessels  requiring  pilots  mnst  display  the  following  signals:!  By  day,  the  national 

Ioek  from  the  top  of  the  foremast;  or  any  other  flog  used  in  the  merchant  marine  and 
laving  a  white  Dorder  one-Uftb  of  the  width  of  the  flag:  or  the  signal  P  T  of  the 
international  si^al  code.  At  nighli  veesels  requiring  pilots  may  bum  torches  or 
flash  lights  at  intervahi  of  fifteen  minntes ;  or  they  may  show  a  clear  white  light 
once  a  minute,  or  a  little  more  or  lees. 

In  case  a  vessel  is  towed  by  a  steam  pilot  boat,  only  tbe  rate  for  towing,  and  no 
pilotage,  will  be  charged.    In  all  other  cases,  the  full  pilotage  charge  mnst  be  paid. 

TA&IFF   OV   FILOTAGK  CHARGBS. 

.8  drawing 

s  drawing  from  14}  to  20  feet,  indue 
iBiB^vu.oiti  per  luui  iiwk;  voBseiv  arawing  20}  test  and  upward,  1,600  reis  (vi.UD)  lor 

each  half  foot. 

For  shifting  ancharagfls  or  general  harbor  work :  Vessels  drawing  from  6  to  14 
feet,  inolosive,  400  reis  {(0.38)  per  half  foot;  vcMsls  drawing  from  11}  to  20  feet, 
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.... , .  . .__...,     __,  __  it  and  upward, 

Ib  (£0.12)  per  eaob  half  foot. 
Exoeptione  and  diBooants:  Veoaels  having  aaked  for  and  having  teoeived  a  pilot 
on  board,  nud  then  not  leaving  the  bay,  moat  pa;  one-half  of  the  regular  rate  for 
aach  services. 

Vesaets  entering  the  port  two  or  more  tiroes  ilnrlng  the  apocn  of  thirtf  daya  must 
pay  the  fall  pilotage  ohargo  the  first  visit,  and  ooe-tialf  the  charge  the  following 

Voaeels  belonging  to 
quenti.v,  to  this  port  ai 
age  rates. 

FBOnSlONS. 

Meat. — At  tbe  present  time,  there  ia  a  great  scarcity  of  ftesb  meat  at 
this  port.  The  "rinderpest"  last  year  killed  off  nearly  all  the  oxen  in 
the  conn  try,  and  this  port  is  now  depending  almost  enurely  for  its  fresh 
beef  supply  upon  oxen  from  Madagascar.  The  price  of  fresh  beef  here 
at  the  present  time  is  800  reis  (66  cents)  per  kilo  (2^  pounds).  Fowls 
CUD  sometimes  be  obtained  at  m>m  50  cents  to  tl  each. 

Fruit. — None  is  raised  here,  and  supplies  from  other  ports  are 
imported  only  at  rare  intervals  and  sold  at  exorbitant  prices. 

Fresh  vegetables. — Imported  potatoes  and  onions  are  fitirly  plentifnl, 
and  are  sold  at  from  7  to  10  cents  per  poand. 

A  few  Ohiuameu  have  little  plantations  oo.the  oatskirtsof  thetowD, 
where  they  raise  small  quantities  of  lettnce,  cabbages,  radishes,  etc. 
Their  prices  are  always  very  high,  say,  from  foar  to  ten  times  as  mnch 
as  the  prices  for  similar  vegetables  in  the  season  in  the  Eastern  cities  of 
the  Umted  States. 

Ice. — There  is  an  establishment  here  where  small  quantities  of  arti- 
ficial ice  are  produced  dajly.  This  is  of  fair  quality,  and  is  sold  for 
from  4v  to  5  cents  per  pound. 

liespeotfUIly  sabmittad. 

W.  Stanley  Hollis,  Consul. 

LoCBBNgo  Mabqdbz,  August  20, 1898. 
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SUPPLEMEyTART  REPORT. 

Beferring  to  my  report  of  August  20, 1  have  to  advise  the  Depart- 
ment that  up  to  the  present  time  I  linve  not  been  able  to  obtain  as  mucli 
additional  information  as  1  anticipated.  This  is  owing  in  great  part  to 
political  conditions,  the  contemplated  lease  of  this  i)ort  by  Portugal  to 
England,  the  change  of  governors,  the  Cape  Colony  elections,  and  the 
enstoms  union  lately  ooncloded  betvreen  Oape  Colony  and  Xatal. 

My  own  oi)inion  is  that  business  wUl  presently  improve.  There  is 
already  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  financiers  of  the  Transvaal  to 
invest  money  here.  Already,  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  has  been 
spent  here  by  the  Compagnio  Ueueral  l'Electricit<^,  a  French  company. 
I  have  visit«d  the  newly  completed  statioD  of  this  company,  aud  must 
Bay  that  it  is  the  best-equipped  electric-light  station  I  have  seen  in 
South  Africa. 

The  buildings  have  all  been  bailt  of  hollow  French  brick,  with  iron 
beams  and  girders.  Three  large  engines  and  sis  dynamos  have  been 
installed.  All  the  boilers,  machinery,  and  fittings  have  been  supplied 
by  the  Fives- Lilies  Company,  of  Ilhoiie,  France.  Upon  the  iron  posts 
that  have  been  planted  along  the  streets  I  have,  however,  seen  the 
markB  of  an  English  firm.  This  company  has  a  concession  for  fifty 
years  to  supply  electricity  for  light  and  power,  and  also  for  the  sale  of 
electric  lamps  and  fittings.  The  company  has  already  contracted  with 
the  municipal  chamber  to  maintain  six  hnndred  16-candlepowcr  incan- 
descent  street  lamps  at  an  annual  charge  of  £1,700  ($8,273,05). 

The  government  here,  some  time  ago,  gave  a  Belgian  syndicate  a  con- 
cession of  fifty  years  to  build  and  operate  an  electric  street  railway. 
Oa  the  5th  of  this  month  (October)  the  Belgian  consul  here,  who  repre- 
sents the  holders  of  the  concession,  submitted  the  plans  for  the  said 
nulway  to  the  municipal  chamber,  where  they  were  approved  and  passed 
the  same  day.  By  ttie  terms  of  the  concession,  work  on  the  line  must 
begin  within  nine  months  Item  October  5, 1898,  and  in  nine  months 
more  the  line  must  be  completed  and  open  for  traffic.  Tbe  plans  pro- 
vide for  about  i  miles  of  the  overhead-wire  street-railway  system.  In 
about  a  month,  an  engineer  will  arrive  from  Belgium  to  make  the 
preliminary  surveys.  -  >  ^  1 1  - 
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Although  Daiban,  Xatal,  is  out  of  my  conBuIar  jarisdictiou,  I  do  not 
think  that  it  will  beoutof  place  for  me  to  mention  here  that  the  Durban 
town  council  is  about  to  appoint  a  commiBsion  of  two  engineers  to  inves- 
tigate and  report  upon  the  electric  street-railway  systems  of  America 
and  Earope,  in  order  that  they  may  intelligenUy  decide  upon  the  best 
system  to  be  installed  in  Durban. 

Import*  a»d  txporU  at  Lvarenfo  Marqua,  Afriea,  from  Janaary  1  to  Stptembtr  SO,  1898. 
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All  raitvay  charges  mast  be  paid  in  Engliah  or  Transvaal  gold  coin. 

In  computing  amonnts  under  1  sovereign,  the  railway  admiuiBtra- 
tioa  have  a  fixed  rate  of  exchange,  which  is:  20  reis  Fortngneee  cnr- 
rency  eqoals  1  penny  English  or  Transvaal  currency. 

W.  Staklbt  Hollis,  Consul. 

IjOCBBNgo  Mabquez,  October  14, 1S98. 


STBAMSBIP  LINES,  RAILWAYS,  AND  FOSWABDING  AGENTS.  ' 

Consul  Hollis  writes,  on  October  28, 1898 : 

My  last  report  on  the  above  snbjectB  was  dated  September  30, 1896, 
and  pnblished  in  Oommercial  Relations  for  1895-1896,  page  314,  Vol.  I. 
Since  that  date,  there  have  been  practically  no  changes  in  the  steam- 
sbip  lines  muning  to  this  port. 

The  German  line  from  Hambnrg  is  still  rnnning  with  the  same  ves- 
sels and  with  practically  the  same  freight  and  passenger  tariffs. 

The  Chargenrs  Beunis  and  the  Messageries  Maritimes  lines  continoe 
their  monthly  steamers  from  France. 

The  two  leading  English  lines,  the  Union  Steamship  Company  and 
the  Oastle  Line,  are  still  carrying  the  mails  and  doing  the  greater  part 
of  the  passenger  business  between  England  and  South  Africa.  Several 
new  vessels  have  been  added  to  the  fleets  of  these  lines.  The  Union 
8team8bipCompany,inparticular,ha8  pursued  a  very  progressive  policy, 
and  has  added  a  number  of  flue  vessels  to  its  fleet. 

The  following  table  shows  the  fleet  of  this  company  as  it  was  in  189C, 
and  as  it  now  is  in  1898: 


Ilams. 

1  T<>DiUE«. 

»_. 

ToHDMe. 

18H. 

1 

1896. 

r?i? 

4,4M 

The  mail  steamers  of  this  line,  after  passing  roand  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  come  no  farther  north  on  this  coast  than  Durban,  Natal ;  but  tbe 
slower  intermediate  steamers,  or  "G  boats,"  as  they  are  called  irom 
the  fact  that  their  names  all  begin  with  the  letter  "G,"  call  regularly 
every  two  weeks  at  this  port,  and  once  a  month  one  of  these  steamers 
goes  on  to  Beira. 

The  passenger  accommodations  of  the  vessels  of  this  line  are  first- 
class  in  every  respect,  and  surpass  those  on  many  other  well-known 
lines. 

The  *'G  boats"  in  particaltu'  are  singularly  steady,  and  it  is  a  com- 
mon occurrence  for  tiiese  vessels  to  make  the  thirty-seven  days'  voy- 
age from  Southampton  to  this  port  without  even  once  having  the 
"fiddles"  on  the  saloon  tables. 


r..,z.d.vCo(>t^lc 
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American  basiness  men,  however,  are  probably  more  interested  in 
the  steamship  lines  ninniag  Arom  ISe-w  York  to  this  port. 

The  Union  Steamship  Company  and  the  Clan  Line,  represented  in- 
New  York  by  Messrs.  Barber  &  (Jo.,  and  the  Castle  Line  and  the  Buck- 
uall  Line,  whose  agents  in  New  York  are  Messrs.  Norton  &  Son,  have 
for  several  years  maintained  a  fairly  regular  freight  service  Jrom  New 
York  to  this  port. 

Since  I  retnmed  from  the  United  States,  a  new  and  competing  line 
comx>osed  of  sundry  Euglisli  tramp  steamers,  chartered  by  Messrs. 
Henry  W.  Feabody  &  Co.,  of  Now  York,  has  made  its  appearance,  and 
at  present,  there  is  a  rate  war  going  on  between  this  new  line  and  the 
combined  old  lines,  or  "ring"  as  they  are  termed.  As  a  result,  freight 
rat^p  to-day  are  lower  ftom  the  United  States  than  from  England. 

Owing  to  the  system  of  rebatea,  discounts,  and  special  quotations 
practiced  by  these  lines,  it  is  quite  useless  for  me  to  quote  freight  rates 
from  this  end  of  the  line. 

lutendiug  shippers  must  go,  in  New  York,  from  the  agents  of  one 
line  to  those  of  the  others  and  personally  arrange  their  own  rates.  By 
80  doing,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  they  will  not  nave  to  pay  much  more 
than  J6.50  per  ton  for  freight  nijon  ordinary  goods  shipped  from  New 
York  to  this  port. 

There  are  no  docks  here,  alongside  of  which  large  steamers  can  lie 
and  discharge  cargoes.  Consequently,  all  goods  must  be  lightered. 
The  discharging  of  steamers  isj  at  present,  going  on  in  a  very  satisfac- 
tory manner.  There  is  a  sufDcient  number  of  steam  cranes  on  the  land- 
ing jetties  to  keep  cargoes  in  motion,  and  the  railway  management 
enables  goods,  as  fast  as  they  are  landed,  to  be  loaded  into  freight  oarR. 

The  diMchargiiig  and  landing  of  cargoes  from  steamers  of  regular 
lines  is  carried  on  by  agents  employed  by  the  steamship  companies,  or 
by  their  agents;  but  cargoes  from  sailing  vessels  and  steamers  that 
are  not  regular  in  their  calls  at  this  port  are  landed  by  the  aj^eiits 
to  whom  the  vessels  are  consigned,  except  in  cases  when  the  agents  are 
not  provided  with  the  necessary  equipment. 

The  cost  of  landing,  in  these  instances,  varies  from  C  to  7  shillings 
($1.46  to  $1.70)  per  ton,  accordingtotheamountof  freight  being  landiMi 
at  the  port  and  the  available  means  of  discharging  cargoes. 

Forwarding  charges,  which  include  all  charges  for  receiving,  Borting, 
stacking,  clearing  through  customs  for  transit,  and  placing  on  railway 
trucks  or  freight  cars  for  the  various  consignees  in  the  Transvaal, 
vary  from  4s.  (id.  ($1.09)  to  7s.  (81.70)  per  ton.  The  firm  of  Messrs.  l>e 
"Waal  &  Co.  is  the  oldest  and  the  largest  here,  that  devotes  itself  prin- 
cii)ally  to  landing,  clearing,  forwarding,  and  agency  work.  Messrs. 
De  Waal  &  Oo.  have  given  me  considerable  information  relating  to  the 
forwarding  of  merchandise  from  this  port,  and  have  advised  me  that 
in  calculating  the  3  per  cent  "transit  duty,"  the  Louren^o  Maiquez 
custom-honse  adds  the  freight  to  the  amount  of  the  invoice,  and  where 
no  freight  is  declared,  increases  the  amount  of  the  invoice  by  25  ]>eroent. 


Johannesburg,  the  leading  city  of  the  Transvaal,  is  30C  miles  by  rail 
from  this  port. 

The  freight  rates  from  Delagoa  Bay  to  Johannesburg  are  as  follows 
l»er  100  pounds  weight: 

Bough  gooda M.OO 

Intonuediste  cImh , .,. 1.  21 

Normal  goods,  K.  B.  rwk 1.70 
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ClagnficatioH. — Koagh  goods:  Asbes,  asphalt,  bark,  bones,  bricks 
(roQgh),  brimstone,  snlphar,  charcoal,  chalk,  cinders,  clay,  coal,  coke, 
fire  clay,  fire  bricks,  firewood,  flowerpots  (earthen),  gravel,  hides,  horaj 
rongh,  east,  or  pig  ironj  lime,  limestontt,  manare,  nitrate  of  potash, 
nitrate  of  soda,  ores  of  not  greater  value  than  1220  per  ton,  packing 
matter,  including  grain  bags,  coal  bags,  wool  sacks;  earthen  pipes, 
piaster  of  paris,  rags,  refuse,  sand,  skins  (dried  or  salted),  stoae  (rough), 
slates,  sleepers,  straw,  tiles,  tufa,  lumber,  tar,  coal. 

Int'ermediate  class:  Agricultural  implements,  asbestns,  candles,  car- 
bon in  bags  for  electrical  purposes,  cement,  coffee,  collodion,  cyanide 
of  potassinm,  dynamite,  fencing  material,  &esh  fish,  gelatine,  girders 
(undamageable),  gnhr,  grindstones,  lead,  machinery  (andamageable), 
oatmeal,  cast  iron  and  cast-iron  pipes  (undamageable),  planed,  tongued, 
and  grooved  lamber;  wool,  wagon  Jacks,  zinc  ingots,  rice,  soap,  sugar, 
sheep  dip,  tubes  and  pipes,  empty  bottles  (new),  carbons,  safety  fuse, 
floor,  galvanized  iron. 

Normal  goods:  All  goods  not  otherwise  specified. 

Passenger  trains  leave  Lonren(;o  Marqaez,  Delagoa  Bay,  for  the  Trans- 
vaal every  morning  and  evening,  and  make  the  througli  Journey  to 
Johannesburg,  396  miles,  in  twenty-seven  hours. 

The  passenger  fares  to  Joliannosburg  are  as  follows: 

First-olttM 924.60 

Second-class '. 19.74 

TUird-oloae IS.  57 

DitUtitcea  and  time  bg  rail  from  Johannetbarg  to  other  South  Afrieajt  port*. 


To- 

DUUuL-e. 

TiniBby 

1,015 

'-"i, 

ps 

Forwarding  agents :  De  Waal  &  Co.,  Pearson  &  Goddard,  Wilcken  & 
Ackerman,  Hawke  &  Weedon,  Alex  Nebel. 

Shipping  agents  and  brokers :  Uclutosh,  Findlay  &  Co.,  Allen,  Wack 
&  Oo.,  De  Oost  Afirikaansche  Company,  Donaldson  &  Sievewright, 
Martin  Badd. 

Messrs.  Wilcken  &  Ackerman  are  the  agents  of  the  Henry  W.  Pea- 
body  Steamship  Line  from  New  York. 


rrnder  date  of  November  i,  Mr.  Hollis  sends  tlie  following  copy  of  a 
letter  bj  Alexander  Nebel,  forwarding  agent: 


T  AT  LOURENyO   MARtJUBZ. 

Landing. — On  ftU  goods  shipped  to  tbls  port,  the  landing  charse— 7b.  e<'.  (tl.82) — 
ia  paynble  with  the  freight,  and  the  BteaiuBliip  oompanieti  liavu  fiied.  contr&ats  with 
the  looal  lightering  companicB  who  deli>'er  the  freight  from  the  Bteamera'  sides  to 
the  wharf. 

But  If  goods  are  shipped  by  sailing  vessel,  the  landing  oharges  are  pn^able  hero, 
and  the  consignees  or  their  agents  ore  at  liberty  to  make  special  arraugements  with 
an^  boating  or  lighter  compiuj  to  laud  their  goods,  provided,  of  course,  that  the 
shipment  makes  at  least  a  Ughtcr  load  of  75  tons.  The  rates  for  landing  in  snch 
caaesvary,  accordiniE  to  the  nature  of  the  goodB,from4B.to6e.  ($0.97  to  $1.46)  per  ton. 

Ic 
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Crwuage, — Goods  weigtatDfi  uot  moK  than  1  ton  apiece  are  aanoll;  disobarged  at 
the  pier  oloae  to  the  oastom-bouse — the  lighter  companies  paying  the  cranage — and 
from  there  ace  tatten  charge  of  by  the  fornarding  agcDts. 

If,  however,  gooda  are  heavier,  or  if  a  ahiptnent  consiste  of  heavy  machinery  of 
more  or  less  of  the  above  weight,  it  is  preferable  t«  discharge  the  goods  at  the  rail- 
WAjr  or  "NetherlaDda  pier,"  aa  it  ia  called,  where  they  are  taken  uoni  the  tigbters 
by  ocanea  and  placed  atraight  into  the  railway  traaka. 

The  cranage  chargea  at  the  Netherlanda  pier  are  aa  follows:  For  paokagea  weigh- 
iuglewthau  1  toil, la.  6d.  (£1.09)  per  ton,  leaa  28.  {48  cents)  refunded  bv  the  lighter 
oompauies,  making  the  net  charge  2a.  6d.  (61  cents),  aa  pec  following  tabl«: 

Uailicay  cranaga  charge*. 


Clurge.. 

compuiy.       1 

P»kBg«*  WflighiDg  l«H  tbU- 

I.    d. 

t   t 

10    0 

tl.M 

'2   0 

t0.4S 

J 

1.    d. 
3    6 

w 

It  ia  mnoh  easier  for  the  lighter  companiea  n>  discharge  cargo  at  the  Netherlands 
pier  t^an  at  the  oastom-honse  jetties ;  therefore  the  refunds,  aa  stated  above,  are 
allowed.  For  freight  landed  from  sailing  veaaela,  special  charges  are  arranged, 
aocotding  to  the  nature  of  the  aargoes. 

Cuttom*  oharge». — The  transit  daty  charged  at  this  port  ia  3  per  cent  ad  valorem  on 
the  amount  of  the  invoice,  including  the  charges  for  freight,  commission,  etc. ;  or, 
if  the  latter  charges  are  uot  stated,  25  per  cent  is  added  to  the  invoice  valae  of  the 
goods  instead.    There  are  many  artieles,  however,  on  the  iree  list. 

Harbor  and  other  dues  on  transit  goods  amount  to  aboiitT  pence  (11  cents)  per  ton. 

The  loading  into  freight  cars  is  done  by  the  Detagoa  Bay  Railway,  which  charges 
6  pence  (12  cents)  per  lou  for  Sue  freight  and  half  that  amount  for  rough  goods. 

Agencn. — My  work  as  forwarding  agent  oonsiste  of  reoeiving  from  the  lighters, 
sorting,  clearing  at  both  Portuguese  and  Transvaal  costoms,  and  weighing,  for  which 
I  charge  as  follows  per  ton :  1  shilliogs  (97  oente)  for  geucriU  assorted  metchandise: 
•a  Bbillings  (73  cents)  for  special  "big  lines"  in  truck  loads  of  10  tons;  2a.  6d.  (60 
cents)  for  goods  landed  at  tbe  Netherlands  pier— orauage  to  be  paid  extra. 

Besides  the  above-mentioned  cbacgee,  there  remain  bnnk  charges— exchange  and 
cash  outlays :  5  sUillLuge  ($1.21)  for  each  entry,  and  railway  charges  and  TrausTaal 
ooatoms  duties. 


MADAGASCAR." 

This  island  seema  to  have  experienced  its  ahare  of  the  general  depres- 
sion in  baainess,  the  redaction  here  having  been  eaaaed  in  a  great 
measnre  by  the  increaBed  tariff  rates  on  goods  coming  from  countries 
other  than  France. 

COTTON  QOODB. 

The  trade  in  cotton  gooda  was  active  np  to  April,  1898,  the  past  year, 
I  am  credibly  informed,  being  one  of  the  best  American  cottons  have 
enjoyed  for  some  time.  More  than  6,0UU  bales  have  been  received  since 
Jaunary  1, 1898,  but  much  of  this  waa  aent  out  in  anticipation  of  a 
higher  tariff. 

There  will  always  be  more  or  less  trade  in  American  cottons,  since 
they  are  well  arid  favorably  kuowu  and  wanted  by  the  natives,  but  the 
immediate  future  of  the  trade  is  not  bright  for  two  reasons,  namely: 

First.  The  duties  are  now  such  that  French  cottoiin  ciiu  compete,  the 
rates  being  between  5U  and  60  per  cent  of  their  value. 


'  In  reply  to  circular  of  August  6. 

n.iizsd  by  Google 
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Second.  By  indirect  methods,  the  colonial  aathorities  have  so  im- 
presaed  the  natives  that  it  is  with  difficulty  they  are  induced  to  bny 
any  cloth  bat  French.  I  am  reliably  informed  the  native  merchants  in  • 
the  interior  of  the  island  are  forbidden  to  sell  cloth  of  English  or  Amer- 
ican mannfactnre. 

Several  friends  at  Tamatave  aver  that  they  mnst  tear  off  the  Ameri- 
can trade-mark  trom  their  doth  io  order  to  sell  it  down  the  coast.  Yet 
when  I  call  on  these  same  firms  for  something  more  tangible  in  refer- 
ence to  the  matter,  the  invariable  reply  is:  *'  Well,  Mr.  Consnl,  yon 
know  we  are  FrenchmeQitand  it  would  do  us  no  good  to  make  a  deposi- 
tion of  this." 

0HAHOB8  IM  TABIFP  BATB8  ON  COTTON  GOODS. 

A  glance  over  the  following  table  will  show  the  changes  in  the  tariff 
rates  on  cotton  goods : 
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101  maur  ol  O.OIM  Inch.  >  I  kilo  =  2MU  poaaiM. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  table  that  for  goods  of  27  threads 
and  lcs»  or  36  threads  and  more  the  new  tariff  ia  heavieT,  bnt  for  goods 
from  28  to  35  threads  (which  is  the  general  quality  for  long  cloths  and 
other  fancy  goods)  the  tariff  is  less.  For  Americao  and  English  gray 
goods,  which  are  of  27  threads  and  less,  the  new  tariff  is  higher. 

Practically  no  drills  are  sold  in  Madagascar,  and  there  has  yet  been 
no  disposition  to  depart  from  the  standard  weights  and  marks ;  in  fact, 
this  is  so  true  that  some  enlerprising  French  firms,  encouraged  by  the 
discriminating  tariftj  have  liithorto  limited  tfaemselvua  to  imitating  the 
standard  weights  sent  out  by  American  firms.  I  am  informed  that  they 
have  not  confined  themselves  to  imitating  weights  and  measures,  bat 
have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  mark  their  goods  in  imitation  of  well- 
known  copyrights. 

I  woaM  add  that  the  general  weight  of  sheetings  nsed  on  the  east 
coast  is  the  3-yard  sheeting,  and  on  the  west  coast  the  3.25. 

The  30-ineh  goods  (or  shirtings)  have  a  certain  demand,  as  well  as 
those  in  the  ordinary  standard  weights. 


^dbvGoO^^lc 


COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 
PETROLEUM.     ' 


,  The  petroleum  trade  bas  Dot  increased  in  volnme.  It  is  more  profit- 
able to  send  it  to  Zanzibar,  tlie  Indian  ports,  or  to  Mauritins,  where  it 
is  sold  to  small  dealers  who  ship  it  in  smaller  quantities  to  this  island. 
The  methods  of  illumination  employed  by  the  natives  are  very 
primitive;  the  m^ority  use  no  light  at  all. 


As  regards  boots  and  shoes,  the  natives  do  not  wear  either;  and  the 
European  population  ia  not  sufficient  to  warrant  a  hopeful  outlook  in 
this  line  at  present. 

There  is  a  moderate  demand  for  furniture,  lamps,  clocks,  and  watches 
(of  a  cheap  grade),  canned  goods,  medicines,  hardware,  tools,  etc. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  butter  put  up  in  3  or  fl  pound  pieces  in  cloths 
and  then  in  pickle,  or  any  other  method  of  preservation  suitable  for 
this  climate,  would  be  profitable.  If  not  hitherto  attempted,  it  is  worth 
the  trial.  The  butter  ubpxI  here  comes  from  France,  Italy,  and  Den- 
mark, and  is  of  medium  quality,  put  up  in  small  tins  weif^hine  from  ^ 
to  1^  pounds  and  retailing  at  from  60  to  76  cents  per  pound.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  eggs,  which  sell  ii-om  36  to  43  cents  per  dozen. 

The  lack  of  an  American  hrm  at  this  place  dealing  in  staples  other 
than  cotton,  renders  it  very  difficult  to  obtain  information  as  to  the 
market  for  many  articles  of  American  manufacture. 

DEOBEASE  OF   TBADE. 

The  decrease  of  the  trade  in  the  island  is  marked,  and  is  probably 
due,  in  a  measure,  to  the  radical  changes  effected  in  the  customs  and 
habits  of  their  new  subjects  by  the  colonial  authorities. 

In  the  olden  days,  the  wealth  of  the  Uovas  was  reekooed  according 
to  the  number  of  cattle  and  slaves  owned  by  them,  and  being  skillful 
traders,  commerce  was  in  their  hands.  These  Ilova  masters,  many  of 
them,  frequently  did  not  see  their  subjects  during  the  year,  the  system 
of  bondage  being  feudal  in  its  character.  The  slaves  would  devote 
their  time  to  attending  the  cattle  and  gathering  the  principal  products 
of  the  island,  such  as  rubber,  wax,  rafia  fiber,  gold  duet,  and  hides,  which 
were  brought  to  the  centers  of  commerce  for  export. 

When  the  new  government  assumed  control  of  the  island,  it  abolished 
slavery  only  to  place  the  natives  in  a  condition  of  serfdom.  They  are 
pressed  into  the  "  Famompoana"  or  tr&b  government  service,  a  system 
by  which  men  and  women  are  put  to  work  on  the  public  roads.  The 
result  is  a  scarcity  of  native  produce  for  the  export  trade,  and  an 
increase  in  the  price  of  commodities.  The  price  of  rice,  the  chief  foo<l 
of  the  natives,  has  increased  50  per  cent  because  they  are  compelled  to 
work  in  the  government  service,  instead  of  cultivating  their  rice  fields 
us  formerly. 

CABLE,   TELBOBAPH,  EIXI. 

The  cable  servioe  is  unreliable,  by  reason  of  its  many  interruptions. 
The  telegraph  system  of  the  island  is  being  extended  and  much  improved. 

The  public  roads  in  the  interior  have  been  greatly  increased  and 
improved  throughout  the  island.  They  have  not  heretofore  been  used 
except  for  government  transportation. 
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MoBt  of  the  Btnall  rivers  intorsectiiig  tUe  conntry  between  Tamatave 
and  AntannnariTO  are  beiug  bridged,  which,  together  with  the  improve- 
ment  of  the  roads,  will  shorten  the  time  betweeu  here  and  Tananarivo, 
the  capital. 

In  my  report  of  September  2, 1898,'  I  sent  a  proepectos  of  the  rail- 
way now  in  process  of  coustrnction.  The  aectiou  from  here  to  Ivoudro 
Ib  being  pashed  as  rapidly  as  the  character  of  the  labor  and  topo^aph- 
ical  features  of  the  country  will  admit.  The  lagoons  are  beiug  joined 
in  the  constmctton  of  the  Pangolanes  Oanal  to  Andevorante. 


Wholesale  merchants  pay  400  francs  ($77.20)  per  year;  merchants 
with  an  insurance  agency  pay  1,000  francs  ($103)  per  aunam.  There 
are  no  special  taxes  on  commercial  travelers.  Those  coming  froui 
countries  other  than  France  mast  deposit  an  amount  covering  the 
duties  on  their  samples,  which,  I  am  informed,  is  returned  to  them 
upon  their  departure  from  the  island. 

PASSPORTS. 

The  regulations  as  to  passports  a£Fect  Frenchmen  and  foreigners 
alike.  The  following  questions  are  submitted:  (1)  Whence  the  traveler 
eomss,  (2)  his  nationality,  (3)  his  profession,  (4)  his  destination,  (5)  his 
business  on  the  island. 

PACKina  AUD  FBEIOHr  BATES. 

It  is  charged  here  by  local  merchants  that  the  packing  of  products  by 
Americans  is  &iulty,  the  covering  frail,  and  hence  the  goods  are  not  in 
good  condition  on  arrival.  French  and  English  goods  are  much  better 
packed. 

Bates  are  unchanged,  with  the  exception  of  those  of  the  Gompagnie 
Oharguers  Rennis,  which  have  been  reduced  50  per  cent  to  Havre  and 
Bordeaux,  with  an  extra  charge  of  15  francs  ($2.90)  for  reshipment  to 
Marseillee  and  Loudon. 

rONHAOE  DUES   AND  QDABAKTIMB. 

There  are  no  tonnage  daes.  Ail  vessels  except  the  Meseageries  Mari- 
times  most  pay  a  sanitary  due  of  troia  1.50  francs  (29  cents)  to  40  francs 
($7.72)  according  to  tonnage. 

There  are  no  quarantine  regulations  whatsoever. 

MABEINLt   OP   aOODS. 

To  avoid  tax,  goods  from  France  must  be  accompanied  with  certificate 
of  origin.    There  are  no  regulations  as  to  marking  of  goods. 
Infringements  of  French  trade-marks  are  zealously  prosecuted. 

CHANGES  IS  CONSUMPTION  TAX. 

By  decree  of  May  7,  last,  the  following  articles  are  subject  to  the 
consumption  tax  of  1  per  cent: 


'  Printed  in  Advance  Sbeeta,  No.  266,  October  K ;  Consular  Reports,  No.  319,  Decem- 
ber, 1696. 
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Wines  and  liquors  more  th»n  11",  15  francB  (t2.90)  p«r  beotoliter,  not  indading 
interior  tax  of  1  per  cent. 

Champ  agues,  per  bottle,  50  centimes  (90.096), 

MonaseSDz  wines,  pet  oue-balf  bottle,  2C  oentimes  (90,048). 

Ciders,  per  bottle,  10  centimes  (90.019). 

Beer,  per  hectoliter  (28.418  gallons),  6  frftnoa  (90.96). 

Beer,  per  bottle,  10  centimes  ($0,019). 

Liqaeors,  per  hectoliter,  30  &ancs  (95.79) ;  per  bottle,  50  centimes  (90.096). 

Opioia  and  gnnnowdeT,  10  &ance  ($1.93)  per  kilo  (2.204fi  pounds). 

F^^eorockere  ana  fireworks,  10  francs  (91.93)  per  kilogram. 

Clotlu  of  all  kinds,  3  per  oent  of  their  valne. 

IVtbaocoa:  Leaf  and  ping,  1  franc  (90.193)  per  kilogram:  cigars  and  cigarettes,  6 
fhmce  (91.1S)  per  kilogram;  other  kinds,  2  francs  (90.38)  per  kilogram  =  2.2016 
pounds, 

Fetrolenm,  10  centimes  (90.0196)  per  kilogram  net. 

Beniine,  slate,  10  oenttmea  (90.0196)  per  kilogram  net. 


COMUEBCIAL   CREDITS. 

Oredits  depend  largely  ou  the  staudiDg  of  the  firm,  Beliable  baai- 
nesa  flrmB  receire  Arom  tbree  to  eix  months'  credit  at  6  per  cent  interest. 

Colonial  compaDies  organized  in  France  for  exploiting  the  French 
colonies  have  agents  here  vho  take  orders  from  Individuala,  as  well  as 
local  nerctiants,  from  10  fi'ancB  ($1.93)  upward,  and  give  unlimited 
credits  at  6  per  cent  with  renewal  on  one-fourth  paymeiite. 

OHANGSB  IK  FABSEITGEB  Bi.TES. 

The  Hessa^ries  Maritimes  have  made  the  following  redactions  in 
the  passenger  rates  to  and  from  Marseilles : 


Old. 

New. 

Tauat. 

U.S.  coin. 

Ftuoa. 

U.S.  cola. 

FlntdMa 

l,Mi 

MO 

rK.s» 

1.OTB 
(DO 

CUBBBNCT. 

The  total  amount  of  currency  in  oircnlation,  according  to  an  estimate 
of  the  director  of  the  Comptoir  National  d'Escompte  de  Paris,  is  about 
40^,000  ft^ncs,  or  98,000,000. 

The  S-franc  piece  of  die  Latin  Union  is  the  local  unit.  There  are  also 
some  6,000,000  francs  iu  "cut  money,"  which  are  not  in  circalation. 

The  rate  of  exchange  has  flnetuated  somewhat  since  the  war,  and  is 
at  present  5  francs,  or  96  cents,  ou  the  dollar. 

SPEOLAX  DESIONS,  FATTEEKS,  ETC.,  OF  GOODS. 

Measurements  and  other  peculiarities  of  manufactured  fabrics  receive 
more  attention  from  Enropean  manufacturers  than  &om  American,  the 
former  sparing  no  pains  to  acquaint  themselves  with  any  special  or 
characteristic  requirement. 

The  Hova  will  purchase  a  40-yard  piece  of  cloth,  but  can  not  be  per- 
suaded to  buy  at  reduced  price  a  38-yard  piece,  for  the  reason  that  the 
smaller  piece  cats  to  a  disadvantage  in  making  "lambas,"  the  chief 
dress  of  the  native. 
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UEAKS  AND  TIME  OF  COlOfTTniOATINa  WITH  UNITED  STATES  PORTS. 

Gommanication  irith  United  States  port«  is  diffloalt  and  expensiye. 
Freight  mast  pass  throagh  France  or  England.  By  tbe  most  direct 
roate,  the  shortest  time  required  to  reach  Tamatave  from  United  States 
ports  will  vary  from  thbrty  to  fifty  days,  the  former  with  close  oonnec- 
tioDB  at  Paris  and  flrom  Hareeilles  via  tbe  SwiamerB  of  the  Oompagnie 
desMesBageriesUaritimeH.  Other  French  and  the  Engliah  lines  require 
a  mouth.  The  English  Castle  Line  transfers  at  the  Oape,  rendering  the 
time  rather  uncertain.  Sailing  vessels  require  from  one  hundred  to  two 
hundred  days.' 

HOW  TO  IHOBEASB  AMEBIOAH  TBADE. 

A  have  no  doubt  that  a  well-assorted  invoice  of  American  prodncts 
woald  be  well  received,  and  if  sustained  by  a  local  agency  would  greatly 
stimulate  trade,  notwithstanding  the  high  tariff  duties. 

I  had  hoped  to  receive  certain  other  information  of  a  statistical 
nature  &om  the  authorities  at  Tamatave  and  ftom  vuious  other  ports 
on  the  Island,  but  have  been  disappointed.  I  hope  to  forward  it  by  the 
next  steamer  as  a  supplementary  report. 

M.  W.  GiBBB,  Conml. 

Tamatavb,  October  3, 1898. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  EEPOBT. 

I  inclose  such  supplementary  data  as  1  have  been  able  to  secure 
through  official  and  other  sources.  Several  parties  to  whom  I  have 
applied  for  certfUn  information  have  thus  far  failed  to  reply. 

M.  W.  GiBBS,  Consul. 

Tamatavb,  October  18, 1898. 
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COMMERCUL  BELATtONS. 
Import!  and  exporU  at  Port  cf  Majanga/or  tiuflril  ha^f  of  I89S. 

[Approilmate.] 
IMPORTS. 
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JVansIalion  of  decree  of  gonemor placing  vetiela  in  coa«t  [roi«ii«dwfVe»ofc^aj. 


French  flag. 
Art.  2.  Ownera  and  o&ptains  who  d«aiie  their  Teasels  to  be  benefited  by  ttie 

*draiita|[Qa  of  regular  enrollment  under  French  protection,  should  oampl;  witn  the 


ing  obtained,  iv  French  protection  (re^lar)  by  fulBlling  Iheoonditlons  preaccib«d  by 
the  mlniaterial  circular  of  November  25,  1895,  namely:  Oue-half  at  least  to  be  owned 
by  Frenchmen,  and  the  boat  to  be  commanded  by  a  captain  who  is  a  French  citizen 
or  subject. 

Art.  3.  These  last-named  vessels,  in  ordei  to  be  authorized  to  Join  the  navintion, 
either  in  the  coastwise  trade  or  as  soboonere,  ahonld  be  Aimishea  with  a  special  per- 
mit for  naTJEation  and  with  a  craw  list  which  will  be  delivered  to  them  by  the 
maritime  antnority  of  the  port  of  registration. 

Akt.  4.  Only  schooners  of  more  than  26  tons  may  be  ec^uippcd.  Coaxtwise  naviga- 
tion is  that  which  goes  from  one  point  to  another  of  the  island  or  between  the  Island 
and  one  of  its  dependenoiea  sitnated  in  sight  of  the  shore.  Small  ooaating  trade 
inclades  the  coasts  of  the  island  and  its  dapendencies,  as  well  as  trips  between  these 
coasts  and  the  neighboring  islands  snbject  to  French  mle  (Hayotte,  Heonion,  etc. ). 

Large  coasting  trade  inclndee  the  coasts  and  the  islandB  situated  npou  the  seas 
which  extend  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  as  far  as  and  indnding  the  islands  of  the 


nCFORTB  AND  EXPORTS  OF  MADAOASCAS. 

I  inclose  a  few  additional  statements  which  bare  just  come  to  band, 
Bbowing  imports  and  exports  from  tbe  Drincipal  ports  of  Madagascar 
for  tbe  calendar  year  1897. 

M.  W.  GiBBS,  Consul. 

TamatATE,  November  18, 1898. 

'  Note  by  Bubbac  or  Fobbiom  Cohmbrck,  Haroh  16, 1899.— Conenl  Gibbs  sends 
from  Tamatave,  nnder  date  of  Jannary  18,  1898,  translation  of  a  decree  by  the  gov- 
ernor, provisionaiiy  repealing  the  law  forbidding  foreign  Teasels  in  the  coastwise 
trade  of  MadagMcor. 
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Importt  and  ttport*  at  primaipal  Madagatoar  portt  for  the  calendar  year  ISS7. 
Port*. 
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Tntporti  and  txportt  at  pert  of  Vatonumdrji,  3fadaga«ear.' 
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MADEIRA. 

The  island  of  Madeira  is  situated  betveen  32°  37'  and  32°  49'  north 
latitude  and  16°  31'  and  17°  16'  west  longitude.  It  is  38  miles  long 
from  east  to  vest  and  about  13  milen  in  breadth.  A  central  or  divid- 
ing range  of  monutains  rans  the  entire  length  of  the  island.  The 
highest  peak  attains  6,000  feet,  and  the  average  height  of  the  range  is 
more  than  4,500  feet.  The  mountains  inflaence  the  climate,  and  conse- 
quently the  vegetation  of  the  island.  The  fruits  and  grain  of  Europe 
and  America  are  cultivated  to  an  elevation  of  2,600  feet  above  the  sea 
level,  whilst  the  vine  and  sugar  cane,  as  well  aa  tropical  fruits,  grow  on 
the  lower  grounds,  where  the  climate  is  genial  and  the  soil  stronger. 
The  supply  of  water  for  the  crops  depends  entirely  on  irrigation,  as 
during  the  summer  months  no  rain  falls  on  the  island.  A  portion  of 
the  heavy  raius  that  fall  during  the  winter  months  is  stored  on  the 
mountain  sides,  and  from  these  the  water  is  distributed  during  the 
Bummer  through  stone  chanuels  called  "  levadas."    Some  of  these  leva- 
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das  are  50  and  70  miles  long,  carrying  water  in  a  zigzag  way  from  the 
nortbemmoBt  part  of  the  island  to  the  sonthemmost.  Wherever  water 
can  be  carried,  crops  can  be  grown.  Water  is  the  most  valnable  prop- 
erty in  Madeira.  As  a  rule,  levadas  are  owned  by  corporations,  bat  the 
longer  ones  are  owned  by  tiie  GoTemment.  These  are  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  minister  of  public  works,  an  officer  appointed  from  Lisbon. 

The  population  of  Madeira,  by  the  last  censns,  was  140,000,  and  the 
island  is  assnmed  to  have  an  area  of  300  sqnare  miles.  A  large  portaon 
of  the  Borface  is  tmflt  for  cultivation.  Above  the  2,600-foot  line  is  the 
region  of  the  bilberry,  heath,  and  broom,  and  It  is  too  barren  and  exposed 
for  the  production  of  grain.  This  constitutes  fnllyone-third  of  the  island, 
and  a  large  portion  of  the  remainder  is  either  barren  rock  or  too  pre- 
cipitoDS  for  tillage,  so  that  probably  not  more  than  one-balf  the  island 
is  in  actual  cultivation.  The  wonderfiil  fertility  of  the  island  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  150  sqnare  miles  support  a  population  of  140,000,  a 
population  more  dense  than  that  of  Belgium,  the  most  dense  country 
of  the  continent  of  Europe,  where  there  are  485  persons  to  the  square 
mile;  this,  too^  without  a  sufficient  water  supply,  and  with  the  most 
rude  and  primitive  utensils  for  cultivation. 

Fanohal,  with  a  population  of  36,600,  is  the  capital  of  the  island,  and 
is  the  third  city  in  Fortugal.  Being  a  health  resort  for  all  Europe,  it  ia 
supported  almost  entirely  by  foreigners.  The  Portuguese  Government 
has  at  last  reot^nlzed  this,  aud  has  abrogated  most  of  the  laws  that 
discriminated  against  the  stranger.  The  passport  system,  so  long  in 
vogue,  has  been  annulled,  and  persons  coming  here  to  stop  for  some 
time  can  bring  with  them,  free  of  duty,  household  wares,  saoh  as  linen, 
silver,  etc.,  or  these  can  follow  their  owners  within  a  limit  of  thirty  days, 
provided  tjiey  show  signs  of  use. 

The  annexed  tables  will  explain  themselves.  The  export  tables  do 
not  give  America  a  fair  rating.  As  we  have  no  regular  direct  line  of 
steamers  from  here  to  America,  our  exports  are  shipped  via  England, 
and  are  placed  by  the  customs  to  the  credit  of  that  country.  Exports 
to  America  are  put  down  at  $549.01,  when,  as  a  matter  of  f^t,  our 
iu  voices  show  exportation  to  the  value  of  $6,716.88  for  the  quarter  ended 
December  31, 1897.  The  value  of  $549.91  was  shipped  direct  to-New 
York  by  the  Portuguese  Peninsular  Line,  that  touches  here  only  when 
bringing  cargo  to  the  island.  The  export  of  eggs  to  South  Africa  has 
developed,  and  is  remarkably  large  for  this  island.  About  30  tons  were 
exported  in  1896,  and  between  500  and  600  t^ns  in  1897.  The  bulk  of 
these  went  to  Johannesberg.  As  a  direct  line  of  steamers  has  been 
established  between  New  York  and  Oape  Town,  our  people  should  get 
a  large  portion  of  this  trade.  The  Madeira  eggs  are  bought  here  in  the 
market  at  $2  per  100,  and  are  sold  in  Jobaanesberg  at  $10. 

I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  embroidery  industry;  the  increase  of 
exports  in  this  line,  over  last  year,  is  25  tons.  The  balk  of  this  has  gone 
to  England  and  Germany,  these  countries  having  agents  here  that  bay 
the  work, 

T.  C.  Jones,  Contul. 

FtmCHAi,  July  25, 1898. 
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PHneipal  goods  imporlti  into  Madeira  in  1897  and  1896. 
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PHnoipaJ  goodt  exported  from  Madeira  in  fflff?  and  1S98. 
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llai^f»U  at  Ftmclml,  JUadtira,  daring  tkt  ytart  189}  and  1896. 

[Tkken  ISO  fset  ibOTe  *>■  laret.] 
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SiU 

»t,«a8.ai 

*3,3M.» 
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1 

MAUBITIUS. 

DBPKB8SI0H  IN  SUOAB  INDD8TBT. 

CousdI  Campbell  writes  from  Port  Louis  October  29, 1898: 
^ropos  of  previous  reports  relAtire  to  the  critical  position  of  the  sagar  lodnrtry 
of  MfturitiiiB  and  the  oontiaaoas  deprassiou  of  the  fluances  of  the  oolong,  in  oon^ 
qDenc«  of  the  eiiatiug  state  of  affain,  I  now  inoloee  copies  of  twe  petitioos  on  this 
qnestion — the  one  foTwarded  to  the  Qneen  and  the  other  to  the  Viceroy  of  India. 

lately,  there  has  been  a  sentiment  in  favor  of  annexation  of  this  island  to  the 
govemmeut  of  India. 


TO   T 


£   VICEROY  0 


IKPtA. 


The  hamble  petition  of  the  undersigDcd  planters,  raarchaDts,  and  others  ooonpied 
and  intereeted  in  the  onltivatiou  of  sngat  canes  and  in  the  manafactare  and  sale 
of  engor  in  Mauritius  shewetb : 

1.  That  the  onltivatlon  of  sugar  oane  and  the  mannfactuie  and  sale  of  cane  sugar 
are  practioally  the  sole  indnstricts  of  the  inhabitants  of  Manritins.  and  that  their 
welfare  and  even  their  livaliliood  depend  upon  the  remunerative  sale  of  the  sugar 
prod  need. 

2.  That  the  sugar  indnatiy  directly  or  indirectly  gives  employment  and  the  means 
of  subsistence  to  a  population  of  ahout  380,000,  of  whom  more  than  260,000  are  Indian 
immigrants  or  immediate  descendants  of  natives  of  India. 

3.  That  these  Indian  immigrants  have  come  to  Maaritius  with  the  sanotiou  and 
under  the  control  and  prot^tiou  of  the  Imperial  and  the  Indian  governments, 
secured  by  laws  sugeested,  approved,  or  imposed  by  both  govemmeuts,  and  that 
therefore  the  Imperial  and  Indian  Eovemments  are  Jointly  responBible  with  the  gov- 
ernment of  Manritios  for  the  welfare  and  means  of  subsistence  of  themselves  and 
their  deaoendauta. 

4.  That,  In  addition  to  the  Indians  and  Indo-Hanrltiaoe  employed  on  euffaroatates 
under  indenture  or  temporary  verbal  contract,  a  very  important  and  yearly  increas- 
ing proportion  of  Indian  immigtanta  and  of  their  descendants  have  pnrchasad  small 
landed  properties  which  they  cultivate  ohielly  in  sugar  cane  and  also  partly  in 
vegetables  and  other  agricnltnral  produce. 

5.  That  this  claas  is  already  to  uumerons  and  important,  that  it  is  estimated  that 
between  on»-fourth  and  one-Uiird  of  the  total  sngar  crop  of  the  colony  is  produced 
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ftom  canea  cnltlvated  by  them  utd  mIcI  by  them  to  sngtu  faotoriM,  while  »  veiy 
considerable  proportion  of  the  Tegetable  food  comniniBd  by  the  colony  ie  also  dne  to 
their  indtutry, 

6.  That  tbe  ■yst«m  of  peawuit  proprietoni  •ttongly  Teoommended  by  tha  West 
Indian  royal  oo mm issi oners,  which  tbe  Imperbtl  Oovernment  Is  trying  to  oarry  ont 
at  great  cost  in  tbe  West  Indies,  already  exists  Aod  ia  extending  lai  Mknritiaa ;  bnt 
so  long  as  the  price  of  aagar  remains  unremnneratiTe,  the  adTOntMM  expected  from 
tbe  system  Don  not  be  obtained,  as  experience  baa  proved  that,  Dfmig  to  Its  distance 
from  suitable  markets,  Manrittus  can  not  prodnoe  and  export  other  articles  than 
angor. 

7.  That  the  principal  oatlet  for  the  angar  prodnced  by  Manritina  is  India,  the 
more  so  u  the  mach  greater  diatanoe  from  Gnropean  and  American  markets  places 
it  at  a  disadvantage  when  competing  on  those  markets,  evennnder  conditions  other- 
wise eqnal,  against  West  Indian  or  Boath  American  sagars)  and  Manritiua  has  prac- 
tically lost  tne  markets  of  Auatralia,  which  some  years  ago  took  nearly  one-half  of 
its  sugars,  becanse  Qneensland  and  Now  Zealand  (with  the  assistance  of  the  money 
and  the  credit  of  tbeir  government  and  of  protective  import  dntles)  New  Sontb 
Wales,  and  F^i,  which  is  close  to  Australia,  are  producing  more  sngar  than  the 
Australian  eons ampt Ion. 

8.  That  rice  and  other  cereal  provisions,  a  large  part  of  the  chemicals  for  agtionl- 
tnral  parpoaea,  gnnny  baga  for  packing  sngar  and  other  artiolea  uaed  in  connection 
with  tbe  manufacture  of  sngar,  are  imported  from  India. 

9.  That  tbe  larger  proportion  of  the  export  and  import  trade  of  Manritiaa  is  thns 
carried  on  with  India. 

10.  That  in  consequence  of  tbe  export  bounties  given  by  foreisri  governments, 
beet  sugar  can  be  sold  below  its  cost  price,  and  Is  competinE  with  nnfalr  advan- 
tage against  tbe  sugar  of  Manritiua  on  the  markets  of  the  world,  and  threatens  not 
only  to  exclude  Mauritius  sugar  from  the  Indian  market,  bnt  to  cause  the  rapid 
diminution  and  tbe  possible  ultimate  extinction  of  tbe  sugar  Industry  in  Maoritins. 

11.  That  tbe  loss  of  tbe  Indian  markets  and  the  consequent  large  diminution,  and 
possible  ultimate  extinction  of  the  sugar  industry  would  entail  great  and  growing 
misery  and  sufferings  on  tbe  inhabitants  of  Mauritius  and  ita  large  Indian  popula- 
tion, and  would  throw  a  very  heavy  responsibility  on  tbe  Imperial  and  Indian  gov- 


12.  That  the  large  redaction  in  tbe  sugar  orop  of  Manritiua  of  loat  year,  caused  by 
an  exoeptioual  drought  and  a^Fravated  by  tbe  very  low  price  of  sngar;  the  high 
price  or  cereals  dunug  the  Ldlau  fiunlue,  which  naa  weighed  heavily  npon  the 
planters  who  have  to  feed  their  laborera  and  cattle;  tbe  plague  in  Bombay  and 
kuratobee  which,  for  the  third  year,  is  aerioosly  diiturbing  the  sugar  trade,  have 
entailed  upon  the  colony  in  general  and  npon  planters  heavy  losses  which  they  can 
not  teconp  so  long  as  the  price  of  sngar  remains  so  low ;  and  that  MaoritiDS  is  in 
consequence  suffering  from  serious  flnanoial  diffloulties  and  its  pnblio  revenue  is 
alarmingly  decreasing. 

13.  That  your  petitioners  are  convinced,  like  tbe  West  Indian  royal  commissioners 
and  the  Kight  Hon.  Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain,  secretary  of  state  for  the  colonies,  that 
the  abolition  of  bounties  would  contribnte  to  the  revival  of  the  aagar  Industry  in 
the  British  colonies  and  would  help  Mauritius  to  carry  on  tbe  oultlvation  of  the 
sugar  cane  and  the  mannfactore  of  sugar  with  leia  diaaavantage,  when  competing, 
on  fair  terms,  with  beet  sugar. 

14.  That  failing  the  consent  of  foreign  governments,  the  imposition  of  counter- 
vailing duties  in  India  on  sugars  having  received  bountiee,  which  were  established 
last  year  by  tbe  United  States  of  America,  and  which  are  now  declared  by  Mr. 
Chamberlain  and  by  many  other  high  authorities  to  be  in  accordance  witb  the  true 
principles  of  free  trade,  would  certainly  lead  to  the  speedy  abolition  of  those 
bounties,  and  this  conviction  is  shared  by  tbe  British  delegates  at  tbe  Brussels 
conference. 

15.  That  tbe  chambers  of  commerce  and  of  agricoltute  of  upper  India  have,  since 
tbe  beginning  of  tbe  present  year,  asked  those  engaged  in  the  sugar  industry  in 
Manritina  to  turther  tbe  eCTorts  which  are  being  mule  against  tbe  bounty  system, 
and  to  urge  the  levy  of  a  countervailing  ditty  onbeet  sugar  in  India,  In  the  more  than 
probable  event  of  the  conference  to  be  held  at  Brosaefi  failing  to  bring  about  tbe 
total  abolition  of  bounties. 

Wherefore  your  petitioners  humbly  and  earnestly  pray  that  your  excellency  in 
council  may  bo  pleased  to  take  tbU  petition  into  favorable  consideration  and  not 
allow  the  ruin  uf  Mauritius  and  of  its  large  Indian  popnlationto  be  accomplished  by 
tbe  continued  competition  of  bounty-fed  sugar,  and  they  humbly  beg  strongly  to 
snpport  the  prayer  of  tbe  sugar  producers  in  India  that,  in  the  event  or  bountiee  not 
being  abolisned,  the  Indian  government  may  raise  countervailing  duties  on  the 
importation  into  Indiaof  all  sngars  having  received  bounties,  in  theaame  manner  as 
baa  been  done  by  the  United  States  of  America. 
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a.  Your  petitioner*  farther  beg  reapAotfnlly  to  anbniit  that  some  time  *go  flnuiciAl 
reqnirementa  induced  the  Indtftn  govemmetit  to  raise  »  customa  ad  Talorem  duty  of 
5  p«i  cent  on  importa,  iaclading  eng»n,  whether  of  BiitUh  or  of  foreign  origin. 

b.  That  the  eetubllBhineiit  of  conDtervaillDg  dntia*  b^  the  United  Stetee  iMt  ye»r 
has  diverted  to  the  ladiaa  markets  »  large  proportion  of  the  bonnty-fed  sng&r 
exoladed  fiom  America ;  and  the  import  of  exoeaiiveqnatititiea  of  luoh  beet  sugar 
into  ladla  reDder«  the  anpplr  greater  than  the  demand,  eud  has  the  effect  of  lower- 
ing prtoee  ao  mnch  that  the  import  dnty  which,  nnder  normal  oiroamstances,  would 
have  been  bomebf  the  Indian  oonenmerpracticBllf  falls  heavily  upon  the  Hanritiaa 
producer,  who,  reoelTing  no  direct  or  indirect  assistance,  can  not,  like  hie  foreign 
competitoie,  aell  his  proanoe  below  cost  price  without  Inoiirring  more  or  lea  heavy 

Wherefore  your  petitionera  earnestly  pray  that  yoar  escelleney  In  oonnoil,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  exceptioual  fact  that  nearly  three-fonrtha  of  the  Inbabitanto  of 
Hanritiaa  are  native-horn  Indiana  or  immediate  deacendMits  of  Indians,  and  that 
the  Itwgec  proportion  of  the  trade  of  UMuitlna  is  with  India,  he  ptoMed  to  grant, 
by  special  favor,  that  sngara  duty  proved  to  have  been  bona  nde  grown  and  maon- 
factored  in  Hanritius,  be  exempted  fh>m  the  payment  of  oaatoma  duty  on  their 
impwrtatiou  In  India. 

The  Indian  government  need  sot  fear  that  foreign  augars  mar  be  amnggled  into 
India  through  Hanritina.  In  order  to  prevent  such  posaihle  irands,  at  the  time 
when  dutlea  on  foreign  angare  existed  in  Great  Britain,  a  high  ouatoms  duty  waa 
ena«t«d  on  the  import  of  all  sngara  in  Hanritius.  The  enactment,  thonsh  naeleaa 
now,  as  no  angaria  Imported  into  Haurltina,  has  not  Iieen  repealed,  and  Is  itill  in 
force,  and  that  dn^  might  be  increased  if  the  government  of  India  wished  it. 


Value  of  the  export*  0/  mar  dvdared  at  Fort  Zokm,  liavtritimt,  far  tke  Untttd  Btatt* 


during  the  year  ended  Jnne  SO,  1898. 


Quarter  ending— 
-  ■  erM 


December^ H7,B92.23 

March  31 188,837.71 

JnnoSO 213,556.01 

Total «9,*86.98 


'  MOROCCO.' 

My  predecessor,  in  bis  report  last  year  on  the  trade  of  Morocco,  said 
that  the  total  Talne  of  imports  to  Tangier  for  the  year  1896  was  4^  per 
cent  less  than  in  1696  and  some  20  per  cent  leas  than  1894.  The  past 
year  {1897}  has  not  altered  these  conditions,  as,  according  to  the  table  of 
BtatistiCB  transmitted  herewith,  there  has  been  a  falling  oiF  of  imports 
of  nearly  20  per  cent.  This  can  be  attribated  to  the  gradual  rise  in  the 
rate  of  exchange.  Dnring  the  first  six  months  of  this  year,  the  rate  of 
exchange  has  been  even  worse. 

The  imports  into  Tangier,  which  amounted  in  1897  to  nearly 
(1,500,000,  or  abont  10  per  cent  less  than  in  1896,  were  divided  as  fol- 
lows: Great  Britain,  54^  per  centj  France,  28f ;  Germany,  13f,  and  all 
other  oonntries,  3f.  As  there  have  been  no  American  vessels  coming 
to  this  port,  or  any  direct  oommnnication  between  the  United  States 
and  Morocco,  the  name  of  the  United  States  does  not  appear  in  the 
returns.  Whatever  American  goods  reach  Morocco  mnst  pass  throngh 
foreign  ports,  principally  London,  Hamburg,  and  Gibraltar. 

I  would  state  that,  owing  to  the  great  difflcolty  in  obtaining  statis- 
tics, I  have  made  nse  of  figures  obtained  by  the  English  Foreign  Office. 
The  Moorish  cnstoms  officials  keep  nothing  in  the  way  of  statistics. 

'  In  reply  to  circular  of  August  5. 
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The  pnncipal  article  of  import  Is  a  class  of  cotton  goods,  moat  of 
wbich  comes  from  MaQchest^r,  and  ia  caUed  in  Eugland  "  Domestic." 
In  Morocco,  the  Moors  know  it  bv  the  name  of  "Americano."  The  cost 
here  is  5  to  7  sbillingB  ^$1.21  to  81.70}  per  piece  of  24  yards  length  and 
30  inches  wide,  weighing  about  6  pounds;  1571,000  worth  of  it  was 
imported  during  1897,  or  more  than  10  per  cent  less  than  in  1896.  Some 
few  years  ago^  a  merchant  here  imported  some  cotton  staffs  direct  from 
America,  bat  found  that  he  could  not  compete  with  the  Mauchestcr 
firms.  Most  of  the  cloth  imported  comes  fW>m  Germany.  My  prede- 
cessor reported  last  year  that  formwly  the  English  held  this  trade,  bat 
that  of  late,  the  Germans  had  been  shipping  large  qoantlties  to  Morocco. 
This  condition  still  obtains. 

Daring  the  year  1897  abont  1170,000  worth  of  flour  was  imported  to 
Tangier,  principally  from  France.  This  floor  is  not  as  good  as  the  small 
qnantity  of  American  flour  which  comes  via  Gibraltar;  however,  the 
American  flour  is  more  expensive  and  is  used  mostly  among  the  foreign 
iwpnlation. 

Ootton-seed  oil  is  broaght  from  Engltuid,  and  most  of  it,  I  believe,  is 
of  American  origin.  Olive  oil  is  imported  from  9pain,  Another  kind 
of  oil,  called  "Argan,"  is  made  lu  the  southern  part  of  this  country  by 
tbe  Moors,  and  is  used  for  household  purposes. 

Most  of  the  silk  imported  comes  from  France  and  Italy  and  finds  its 
way  to  Fez,  the  capital  of  Morocco,  where  it  is  made  np  into  clothes 
for  the  Moors,  particularly  for  women. 

Sugar  is  imported  from  France  and  Belgium.  Seventy  thousand 
dollars  worth  was  imported  into  Tangier  last  year,  or  20  per  cent  less 
than  tbe  year  before. 

Most  of  the  tea  that  is  imported  into  Morocco  comes  from  England, 
(53,000  worth  being  imported  last  year,  or  only  about  half  as  much  as 
the  year  before, 

The  tobacco  that  was  imported  daring  1897  came  mostly  from  Ham- 
burg and  Gibraltar.  Some  of  that  from  Gibraltar  is  of  American 
origin.  Altogether,  |51,000  worth  was  imported,  or  12  per  cent  lees 
than  in  1896. 


The  chief  articles  of  export  are  eggs,  goatskins,  hides,  oxen,  and 
Moorish  slippers,  but  the  only  articles  wbhsh  are  shipped  to  the  United 
States  are  goatskins,  hides,  and  a  very  small  quantity  of  Moorish 
carioEL  Ootlauder  seed,  opium,  and  such  drugs  are  exported  iVom  the 
coast  towns  to  England,  and  some  eventaally  find  their  way  to  the 
United  States. 

About  $260,000  worth  of  oxen  were  shipped  to  Gibraltar,  Malta,  and 
Spain  last  year. 

Over  8200,000  worth  of  goatskins  and  hides  were  shipped  ttom 
Morocco  to  the  United  States,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30 
last.  The  demand  for  them  has  been  larger  than  heretofore,  and  it  is 
thought  that  next  year's  output  may  be  even  greater.  France  and  the 
United  States  take  most  of  the  goatskins  that  are  exported;  Italy 
and  Germany,  a  few.  There  are  more  skins  shipped  from  Mogador  than 
from  Tangier,  but  the  Tangier  skins  are  considered  better  and  cost  a 
little  more.  At  present,  they  are  worth  about  68  shillings  ($16.52)  per 
hundred  weight.  I  have  been  told  by  a  merchant  here,  who  exports 
skins  to  America,  that,  with  the  exception  of  one  hoase,  American 
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importers  do  not  allow  their  agents  in  Morocco  cndit,  vtiile  nearly  all 
tbe  Frencb  importers  advance  their  agents  the  necessary  money  with 
which  to  hay  skins. 

CUBBBKCY. 

The  money  that  is  used  in  Morocco  consists  entirely  of  silver — Span- 
ish and  Moorish.  The  Moorish  Government  has  its  money  coined  iti 
France  and  Germany,  and  it  is  worth  abont  the  same  as  Spanish, 
although  during  last  spring,  it  was  worth  12  per  cent  more.  The  table 
of  exchange  (inclosedj  shows  that  since  January,  1807,  until  quite 
recently  the  rate  has  been  gradually  getting  worse.  This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  rate  of  exchange  here  is  governed  by  that  of  Madrid. 
Bnsiness  men  claim  that  this  is  one  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  to  busi- 
ness iu  Morocco.  The  rate  of  exchange  is  at  present  $1.50  Spanish  to 
91  American,  or  7^  pesetas  to  |1  American. 

TABIFF  BATES  AITD  CUSTOMS  BULEB. 

All  articles  imported  iiito  Morocco  mast  pay  a  duty  of  10  per  cent 
ad  valorem,  with  tbe  exception  of  silk,  the  daty  on  which  is  fixed  at 
6  per  cent.  Sach  things  as  firearms  or  maoitions  of  war  are  not 
allowed  to  be  imported  into  Morocco,  except  for  the  use  of  the  Moorish 
Government. 

0nder  an  agreement  the  Moorish  Government  has  with  the  foreign 
governments  represented  hero,  exporters  have  to  obtain  a  permit  in 
order  to  ship  cattle  and  grain,  which,  however,  does  not  reduce  the 
amount  of  the  tax  to  be  paid.  Each  legation  or  consulate  is  allowed 
for  its  citizens  a  permit  for  6,000  head  of  cattle  and  600  fanegas'  of 
wheat  and  800  fanegas  of  barley. 

Vessels  anchoring  in  this  port,  if  under  200  tons,  are  required  to  pay 
•2.40  anchorage;  if  over  200  tons,  S2.10  for  the  300  tons  and  2}  cents 
for  every  additional  ton.  Moorish  lighters  must  be  used  in  embarking 
or  dischargiag  cargo.  There  are  no  wharfage  dues.  The  only  improve- 
ment iu  harbor  facilities  conslsta  of  tbe  Jetty  recently  fluished. 

COMMUNICATION. 

Daring  the  past  year,  there  has  been  no  extension  of  telegraph  and 
cable  service.  The  Eastern  Telegraph  Company  is  the  only  company 
represented  in  Morocco,  and  Tangier  is  the  only  town  in  which  it  has 
an  office. 

The  transportation  facilities  remain  the  same.  Mr.  Borke,  iu  his 
report  last  year,'  called  attention  to  the  fhct  that  not  ouly  did  no  Amer- 
ican vessels  touch  in  any  port  in  Morocco,  but  that  no  vessels  touch 
here  going  to  or  coming  from  the  United  States. 

As  there  are  no  railways,  canals,  or  river  systems  in  Morocco,  the 
merchants  here  are  compelled  to  use  camels,  horses,  and  donkeys  for 
transporting  merchandise  to  and  from  tbe  interior  and  the  coast  towns. 
This  is  necessarily  slow  work,  and  sometimes  it  takes  more  than  two 
weeks  to  bring  goatskins  or  other  merchandise  from  Fez  to  Tangier,  a 
distance  of  only  200  kilometers  (124  miles).    There  have  been  no 
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cIiangSB  in  caravan  rontes.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  direct  steamsliip 
lines  &om  Morocco  to  tUe  TJnited  States,  exporters  generally  ship  from 
Tangier,  Oasablaaca,  and  Hogador  by  way  of  London,  By  this  roate, 
it  takes  anywhere  from  six  weeks  to  two  months  for  goods  to  reach  the 
United  States.  Occasionally,  shipments  are  made  by  way  of  Gibraltar 
or  Marseilles,  which  takes  less  time,  bnt  ia  more  expeusiTe.  The  l^ght 
rates  have  remained  the  same  daring  the  past  year.  At  one  time,  one 
of  the  Bt^amship  lines  tried  to  increase  the  rates,  bat  was  not  saccess- 
fdl  ia  doing  so.  The  rate  from  here  to  the  United  States  via  London 
on  goatskins,  which  is  the  principal  article  of  export,  is  about  55  shil- 
lings (913.36)  per  ton. 

TAXES,  :btc. 

"So  licenses  for  carrying  on  business  are  required  iu  Morocco;  bat  in 
the  interior,  people  who  send  merchandise  m)m  one  towu  to  another 
have  to  pay  a  small  tax  of  10  cents  per  camel,  5  cents  per  horse,  and  2^ 
cents  per  donkey,  which  is  called  a  gate  tax. 

Commercial  travelers  are  hoc  required  to  hare  passports  nor  are  there 
any  regulatiotig  relating  to  them.  It  ie,  however,  oastomary  for  all 
who  make  a  trip  into  the  iaterior  to  take  with  them  a  government  sol- 
dier, besides  other  attendauts. 

Morocco  has  uo  merchant  marine,  and  does  nothing  iu  the  way  of 

Erotecting  commerce.  The  only  light-hoase  iu  Morocco  is  supported 
y  the  foreign  governmeuts  represented  here. 

Quarantine  regulations  are  made  by  the  "conseil  sanitaire,"  which  is 
composed  of  foreigners,  mostly  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps.  Its 
principal  object  is  to  prevent  the  pilgrims  from  bringing  the  plagne 
with  them  on  their  return  from  Mecca,  A  number  of  Moors  go  every 
year  to  the  above-named  place,  and  all  vessels  that  bring  these  return- 
ing pilgrims  to  Morocco  have  to  submit  to  quarantine,  if  requested. 
The  conseil  sanitaire  also  has  the  power  to  place  any  vessels  entering 
Tangier  in  qnaiautine. 

There  are  uo  laws  or  regulations  of  a  discriminating  character  that 
affect  American  vessels.  It  is  not  necessary  for  goods  to  be  marked  to 
show  country  from  which  they  come. 

There  are  three  post-ofiSces  in  Morocco,  English,  French,  aud  Spanish, 
with  branch  stations  among  the  coast  towns.  Rates  areas  follows: 
Sealed  letters  not  weighing  more  than  one-half  oance,  if  sent  abroad, 
35  centimes  (5  ceuts);  locally,  IU  centimos  (2  cents).  Postal  c^s,  10 
centimos  if  Bentabroad,local,5centimos;  newspapers  and  other  printed 
matter,  5  centimoe  per  2  ounces. 


Tangiee,  October  3i,  1898. 


S.  E.  GUHKEBE, 

Con$ul-Qeneral. 
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Tariff  on  artielM  of  Mporialian  from  Morocea  port». 
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Sl«tim»hip  eompa»i«i  touching  at  Ta»gUr, 


"8(8^(1811}:  Regular  wrrico  between  Liverpool,  Tangiar, 
, .,  .   -ing  at  Tangier  about  every  twelve  day*. 

Merae;  Steainabip  Company,  Liiuite4r(l)ritish) :  Gegular  stf  amen  betwuea  Iiondon, 
OibTaltu,  Tangier,  and  uie  coast  towna. 

Blauda'  Steamers  (British) :  Kanning  between  (Gibraltar  and  Tangier. 

CompagniedeNaTlgationMizte  (French):  Between  Oran  anil  Tangier. 

Compagoie  Paqnet  (French) ;  From  Uarseillea,  Gibraltar,  to  the  cuaat  towns  and 
Canary  J  glands. 

Oldembnrg  PortngieBische  (German) :  Monthly  Bt«anuhip  service  between  Ham- 
burg, Antwerp,  Gibrnltar,  Tanker,  and  the  coast  towns. 

Woermann  Line  (Oennan) :  From  Ilambarg,  Antwerp,  to  the  Canary  Islands  and 
West  Coast  of  Africa. 

The  Sloman  Line  (German) :  From  Hambarg  to  Tangier,  Malaga,  Barcelona,  and 
Italian  ports. 

Tba  Soya]  Netherlands  (Dntoh) :  From  Amsterdam,  Lisbon,  to  Tangier,  Gibraltar, 
and  Italian  ports. 

La  Lignre-Brosillnna  de  Genova  (Italian):  Bognlarline  Imtween  Tangier  and  the 
Brazilian  ports.     Departures  i^oin  Tauxier  every  month. 

Compsnia  Trasatlantioa  Espanola  (Spanish) :  Daily  service  between  Cadiz,  Tan- 
gier, Aigeciras,  Gibraltar  and  back,  carrying  the  mail;  also  another  steamer  run- 
ning between  Barcelona  and  the  coast  towns  monthly. 

SUPPLEMENTABT  REPORT. 

{Jnder  date  of  January  14,  1899,  Consal-OeDeral  Onmtuere  sends 
reports  from  the  agents  at  Casablanca  and  Mogador,  on  commerce  and 
indostries,  for  the  year  1897,  aa  follows : 

CASABIjANCA. 

I  transmit  reports  and  retams  on  trade,  commerce,  and  shipping  for 
the  year  1897 : 

Trade  with  the  United  States  is  small,  according  to  these  returns. 
W^hile  it  is  actually  mnoh  larger  than  shown,  the  major  portion  of  cori- 
ander seed  exported  from  here  goes  finally  to  the  United  States,  bat 
being  invoiced  to  other  coantriea  is  credited  to  them.  The  same  may 
be  said  of  goat  skins,  of  which  large  qnantities  are  invoiced  to  Har- 
seilles,  thence  transshipped  to  the  United  States.  All  the  petroleum 
consumed  here  is  originally  from  the  United  States,  but  coming  as  it 
does  in  ships  of  other  nations,  it  is  generally  accredited  to  those  coun- 
triee.  For  want  of  cheaper  A-eights  and  better  service,  the  United 
States  is  heavily  handicapped  in  introducing  its  goods  Into  this  part 
of  Morocco. 

Froapects  for  the  comiug  crops  are  alt  that  can  be  desired.  Itainsset 
in  a  month  earlier  than  usual,  and  the  farmers,  being  in  better  eiroum- 
stances  than  usual,  commenced  to  plow  early.  < 

After  seven  consecutive  years  of  the  locust  plague,  this  eeasou  was 
eomparatively  free. 

J.  Cobb. 

CasaslANOA,  November  23, 1898. 

S»tt*  ^  frMgXI  betwaen  diffcrmt  oountrieg  and  the  port  qf  Ciuablanoa,  Moroeoo,  1S9S. 

Between  Hamburg  and  Casablanca:  Woerman  Line,  freight  on  heavy  goods  per 
(on  weight,  17.50  marks  ($1.17):  freight  on  light  goods  per  ton  measurement,  30 
marks  (#7.14). 

OldenboTK  Line  between  Hamburg  and  Casablanca:  Same  as  Woerman  Line. 

Ubtm;'  Line  between  London  and  Casablanca:  Freight  on  heavy  goods  per  ton 
wd|dit,  17  flhillings  6  penoe  ($1.26) ;  freight  on  light  goods  per  ton  measurement,  30 
■hUBngs  (47.30). 

^aidah  •abeldlted  line;  Freight  fWim  Cadis  to  Caaablancn  per  ton,  30  francs  and 
10  pet  cent  (t6.79);  freight  fWim  Casablanca  to  Cadiz,  16.60  Qvnoe  (93.18). 

C  E— VOL  1 16  l^ 
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SpaniBh  Haynes  Lino:  Freight  is  mostly  by  opecl^  arroneement,  bnt  averaffefl 
between  CasablaDoa  aud  Uibrnltnr  15  pesetas  (<2.90)  per  1,000  kilos  (3,S04.6 pounds). 

French  liue  between  CosablHncu  iinil  Marseilles :  Frei^bt  between  Cassblftnoft  and 
Maraellli'S,  from  2.50  to  5.50  francs  (48  cents  to  »1.06)  per  100  kili«  (220.16  pounds) 
for  weight,  ftnd  for  measurement  2S  francs  (M.83)  psr  cubic  muter  (3S.3166  cubic 
feet). 
TVaiitporlalion  faeilitia  af  differeKt  ootaUriet  with  the  port  of  CatabUmca,  Morooco,  I83S. 

English  line  of  steamers,  Mersey  Stnamship  Compauy,  Limited;  af^ent  in  London, 
Forwood  Bros.  >!t.  Co. ;  asents  in  Casablanca,  Murdoch,  Butler  &.  Co.  At  present, 
these  boats  sail  from  London  weekly  and  after  touching  at  the  Morocco  coast  ports, 
they  nrocued  to  the  Canary  Islands,  filling  up  there  with  bananas,  tomatoes,  etc., 
anil  tlitmoo  go  direct  to  London  without  calling  at  the  Morocco  coaat  ports  on  the 
return  voyage.  Sometimes  after  leaving  the  Canary  Islands  they  cal)  at  Madeira 
and  tbence  go  direct  to  London.  The  weekly  sailing*  are  nometiiues  alt«red  to  once 
in  ten  days,  according  to  freight  offering.  Time  occupied  on  voyage,  London  to 
Casablanca,  uigbt  days. 

Spanish  subsidized  line  of  steamers;  agont  in  Casablanca,  Mr.  Adrubaii.  Sailine 
from  Cadiz  once  a  month,  calling  at  Morocco  coast  porta  both  ou  outward  aud 
return  voyage.     Cadiz  to  Cnsablanca,  three  days'  voyage. 

Kpanish  Hiiynes  Line  of  steamers;  agent  in  Casablanca,  Mr.  Lapcen.  These 
boata  sail  !tota  Gibraltar,  calling  at  Morocco  coast  ports,  but  there  la  no  regular 
service  or  fixed  sailing  date.  Time  occupied  on  voyage,  Gibraltar  to  Caaahlanca, 
fonr  days. 

German  lino  of  steamers,  Woerman  Line;  agents  in  Casablanca,  Messrs.  Brandt  &. 
~Toet;  sailiu}:  once  a  mouth  from  Hamburg,  sometimes  calling  at  Antwern.  These 
Btcampre  after  calling  at  the  Morocco  coast  ports  proceed  to  the  Canary  Islands,  and 
thence  go  south  to  porta  on  the  west  coast  of  AtVica.  On  the  return  voyage,  two  hoals 
a  month  call  here.    Time  occupied  on  voyage,  Hamburg  to  Casablauca,  twelve  days, 

Oldenbnr^  Line,  Germaui  agent  in  Casablanca,  C.  Lamb.  Boats  sail  from  Ham- 
burg on  the  15th  of  each  month,  oalling  aX  Antwerp,  which  port  they  leave  on  the 
20tiL.  These  boats  call  at  all  the  Morocco  coast  ports,  but  do  not  go  to  the  Canary 
Islands  or  to  the  West  African  ports.     Time  occnpiM  on  the  voyage,  sixteen  days. 

French  line  of  steamers;  N.  Paquet  3c  Co.,  Marseilles;  iwents  in  Casablancii,  Mr. 
Cauepa.  Sailing  from  Marseilles  twice  a  month — on  thsTtli  and  22d.  These  boats, 
when  freight  offers,  coll  at  the  Canary  Islands,  but  when  there  is  no  inducement  they 
simply  go  down  the  Morocco  coast  ports  and  return  the  same  way  to  Marseilles. 
There  are  other  boats  in  this  line,  which  make  additional  ■ailinga  when  there  is  a 
pressure  of  freight.  Time  oceapied  on  voyage  Marseilles  to  Casablanca,  seven  or 
eight  days. 

Qeueral  rvlaru  of  thipping  at  the  port  of  Catablanea,  Mannxo,  for  the  gear  I8ff/. 
ENTKKED. 
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COUMBBCIAL   RELATIONS. 


MOGADOR. 


In  AiroishiDg  the  following  statistioa,  I  woald  explain  that,  notwitli- 
standingtlie  most  careful  estimate,  they  are  only  approximately  correct. 
They  have  been  collated  from  ships'  manifeats,  vhich  coutaiu  very 
scant  information. 

There  are  no  laws  affecting  trade-marks.  Natives  are  almost  the  only 
buyers  of  imported  goods,  and  as  very  few  of  them  can  read  their  own 
language,  marks,  numbers,  and  names  in  a  foreign  language  are  super- 
duous.  However,  an  article  got  up  in  a  showy  manner  attracts 
attention. 

The  great  hindrance  to  the  further  development  of  American  trade 
at  this  port  is  undoubtedly  the  want  of  direct  communication. 

There  are  no  laws  respecting  commercial  travelers.  They  do  not 
require  passports,  and  can  travel  into  the  interior  as  far  as  Morocco 
City  with  safety,  but  they  would  be  prevented  going  south  of  this  port 
into  Sus,  where  the  Sultan's  authority  is  only  of  a  nominal  character. 

There  is  no  discriminating  tariff  which  would  aflect  American  vessels. 
The  treaty  secures  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  all  the  privileges 
accorded  to  other  foreign  subjects. 

There  ought  to  be  an  opening  for  American  windmills,  for  pumping 
water  from  welli:)  and  for  boring  new  ones;  also  for  plows  and  sickles, 
and  a  few  other  agricultural  implements,  but  it  would  require  enter- 
prise among  American  manufacturers  and  merchants  to  get  these 
articles  exhibited  to  the  natives  and  teach  them  how  to  operate  them. 

G.  Bboome. 

MooADOB,  December  21, 1698. 


Exports  of  Mogador  i»  IS97. 
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AFRICA:   MOROCCO. 
Importt  of  Mogador  In  1S97. 
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COHHEBCIAL  BELATIONS. 


CAPE  SPARTEL, 


CoQsnl-Geaeral  Onmmere  sends  from  Tangier,  February  23, 1899,  the 
annual  report  for  1898  of  the  secretary  of  LloydB  ou  the  working  of  the 
commercial  signal  station  at  Cape  Spartel,  as  follows: 
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AFBICA:    ST.    HELENA. 
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ST.  HELENA. 

I  sabmit  the  followiiig  statiatics  aud  general  summary  of  the  trade 
of  this  colony: 

iHPnBTS. 

The  imports  for  tbe  year  1897  (all  local  goverument  statements  are 
made  np  for  the  calendar  year)  amoaDt«d  to  (171,825.  The  principal 
coimtries  of  origin  were: 


Eaat  Indies 12,155 

United  Statea J. »,350 

Capo  Colony 8,  CMS 

Total ni,825 

Beyond  tliia  B|>eciul  importation  from  our  country,  viz,  $9,350  for 
account  of  tbe  colonial  government,  there  is  no  record  of  direct  imports 
A-om  the  United  States,  though  it  is  evident  that  no  inconsiderable 
portion  comes  indirectly  &om  that  source,  sach  as  Hour,  tobacco,  Indian 
corn,  kerosene,  provisions,  etc.  In  the  absence  of  any  reliable  data, 
however,  no  correct  estimate  of  the  values  can  be  arrived  at. 

ThefollowiuKisaliBt  indetful  of  all  imports  daring  tbe  year  18!)7: 
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COHHERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


CAPE  SPARTEL. 


Consul-General  Gammere  Bends  from  Tangier,  Febmary  23^  1S99,  tbe 
annual  report  for  1898  of  the  secretary  of  Lloyds  on  the  working  of  tbe 
commercial  signal  station  at  Gape  Spartel,  as  folio  vs: 
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ST.  HELENA. 

I  Embtnit  the  following  statistics  and  general  sommary  of  tlie  trade 
of  this  colony : 

IMPORTS. 

The  imports  for  the  year  1897  (all  local  goveniment  statements  are 
made  np  for  the  calendar  year)  ainoDnt.ed  to  $171,825.  The  priuci])al 
coantries  of  origin  were: 

United  Kingdom $126,310 

AnetralU 15,366 

EaatJndiM 12,756 

Unltod  Slates j. 9,350 

C«po  Colony 8,W5 

Total Ml. 835 

Beyond  tliis  Bi>eciul  importatioa  from  oar  coantry,  Tiz,  $9,360  for 
account  of  the  colonial  goTernment,  there  is  no  record  of  direct  imports 
from  the  United  States,  though  it  is  evident  that  no  iiicooHiderable 
portion  comes  indirectly  &om  that  soaroe,  such  as  flonr,  tobacco,  Indian 
com,  kerosene,  proyisions,  etc.  In  the  absence  of  any  reliable  data, 
however,  no  correct  estimate  of  the  values  can  be  arrived  at. 

The  following  is  a  list  in  detail  of  all  imports  during  the  year  ]l^<t7: 
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COMMERCIAL   RELATIONS. 
Hit  ^import)  during  the  year  1S97 — Continueil. 
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The  following  is  compiled  from  custom-house  returns,  abowiug  nature 
and  values  of  imiwrts  from  the  United  States  betweeu  the  years  1891 
and  1895,  at  which  latter  date  the  direct-tradin};  vessels  between  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  and  this  [lort  ceased  running,  being  unable  to  longer 
obtain  return  cargoes  of  whale  oil  and  bone,  owing  to  the  collapse  of 
the  American  whaliog  business  in  this  ocean,  on  account  of  the  compe- 
tition of  miuerat  aud  vegetable  oils  and  the  general  depression. 
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DeUtOei  li*t  o/impcrU/rim  tha  UaiM  Stale*  1SB1-189S. 
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Independently  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  direct  trading  vessels  on  the 
gronnd  of  no  retnrn  cargo,  I  regret  to  Bay  it  Las  been  represented  to 
me  that,  owing  to  the  inferiority  of  Soar,  salt  provisions,  lard,  etc., 
brought  on  these  vessels,  and  culpable  neglect  as  regards  executing 
indents,  the  merchants  here  have  been  compelled  in  self-defense  to 
transfer  their  orders  to  London,  Aastralia,  and  Cape  Oolony.  This, 
boweTer,  appears  to  the  writer  to  be  a  matter  which  might  easily  be 
remedied  and  confidence  restored,  by  correspondence  between  merchants 
in  New  York  or  Boston  and  the  principal  firms  here. 

With  the  view  to  trying  to  restorethelost  direct  connection  between 
this  island  and  the  TJnit^  States  I  prepared  and  forwarded  circulars 
[copies  herewith)  to  the  leading  mercantile  and  farming  people  of  the 
island,  bat  regret  to  say  that,  whether  &om  the  nniversal  depression 
which  nndoubtedly  obtains  among  the  entire  community  (consequent 
npon  a  snccesaiou  of  misfortnnes  which  closely  followed  the  almost 
complete  annihilation  of  the  shipping  supply  business,  as  the  result  of 
the  opening  of  the  Suez  Canal  and  the  substitatiou  of  steam  for  sailing 
Teasels^  or  a  general  desire  to  preserve  the  utmost  reticence  on  all  mat- 
ters aflecting  their  special  lines  of  business,  the  attempt  has  well  nigh 
proved  a  failure.  I  do  not  yet  despair,  however,  and  I  am  greatiy 
encouraged  from  the  fact  that  two  important  trade  factors  are  now 
brought  before  us,  namely,  the  resolve  of  the  British  war  department 
to  augment  the  present  garrison  from  400  to  750  men  in  the  near  futore, 
vhicli  mast  largely  increase  the  circulating  medinm;  and  what  I  con- 
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Bider  of  far  greater  importaoce  to  the  general  iateresta  of  the  ialand,  the 
statement  that  the  Imperial  GoTemment  has  decided  upon  laying  an 
"all  Britieh  Babmarine  cable,"  with  the  following  connections:  Pen- 
zance, Oomwall,  England,  to  Gibraltar,  1,200  miles;  Gibraltar  to  Sierra 
Leone,  2,400  miles;  thence  to  Ascension,  800  miles;  Ascension  to  St, 
Helena,  800  miles;  St  Helena  to  Gape  Town,  1,800  miles;  total  dis- 
tance, England  to  Gape  Golony,  7,000  miles.  The  Telegraph  and  Main- 
tenance Company's  steamship  John  Pender  has  been  engaged  in  making 
the  necessary  soundings,  baviog  left  Oape  Town  on  May  12  and  arrived 
here  May  19.  After  sounding  around  the  island,  it  left  on  May  25  for 
Ascension,  Sierra  Leone,  Gibraltar,  and  England.  The  connection  by 
.  cable  with  the  "mother  country"  will  be  the  greatest  boon  ever  con- 
ferred upon  St  Helena,  for  the  reason  that  hundreds  of  merchant  sail- 
ing ships  from  the  East,  which  under  existing  arrangements  go  out  of 
their  way  to  call  at  the  Brazils,  Oape  Verde,  and  the  West  Indies  for 
orders,  will  avail  themselves  of  this  station,  St  Helena  being  situated 
in  the  heart  of  the  aontheast trade  winds,  and  consequently  in  the  direct 
track  of  ships  from  India  and  China  bound  to  the  continents  of  Europe 
and  America. 

The  cable  will  also  doabtless  be  a  strong  incentive  to  invalids  to  take 
advantage  of  the  delightful  climate  of  this  island,  where  English  is 
the  only  language  spoken,  in  preference  to  foreign  Madeira  and  the 
Canary  Islands^  which,  owing  to  their  proximity  to  Bnrope,  and  cable 
and  mail  facilities,  have  so  long  held  a  monopoly  aa  health  resorts.  At 
present  we  have  but  cue  mail  every  twenty  eight  days,  but  we  may 
reasonably  hope  that  the  cable  and  increased  garrison  will  change  all 
these  things  for  the  better. 

Kegarding  St  Helena  as  a  new  health  resort,  it  is  only  right  to  men- 
tion that  the  rainfall  for  1897  was  about  30  inches  (mosUy  daring  June 
to  September);  that  the  mean  average  temperature  for  the  year  in 
Jamestown  was  73^  and  in  the  rural  districts  62°,  and,  as  mentioned 
JD  another  part  of  this  report  the  death  rate  was  bat  11.49  per  thou- 
Band,  and  this  included  deaths  of  invalids  from  calling  ships.  Tele- 
graphic and  telephonic  communication  is  established  througfaont  the 
island. 

PRODUCTS   AND   INDUSTRIES. 

This  island  produces  very  excellent  coffee,  but  not  sufBcient  for 
export  to  any  extent  Capital  is  needed,  and  so  is  the  proper  sort  of 
labor,  not  only  for  cultivation  and  extension  of  the  plantations,  but  also 
for  gathering,  drying,  hulling,  and  otherwise  preparing  the  bean  for 
market.  In  London,  it  has  been  pronounced  equal  to  Mocha,  and  there 
is  no  better  to  be  found  anywhere. 

Sew  Zealand  flax  grows  wild.  Attempts  have  been  ma^le  to  extract 
the  fiber  by  maohinery  imported  from  England,  but  with  only  partial 
success.  A  considerable  quantity  has  been  shipped  to  Loudon,  but 
owing  in  a  great  measure  to  want  of  cheap  transportation  for  the  raw 
material,  this  industry  has  been  abandoned  until  this  can  be  remedied, 
and  vaJaeB  become  more  encoaraging. 

It  is  now  in  contemplation  to  renew  attempts  to  extract  fiber  £rom 
what  IB  commonly  known  here  as  the  American  aloe,  which  can  be 
grown  anywhere  on  the  island.  The  fiber  being  of  much  finer  quality, 
and  not  nearly  so  difhcalt  of  manipulation  as  that  of  the  New  Zealand 
flax,  the  promoters  of  this  industry  feel  sanguine  of  ultimate  success. 
Attempts  have  been  mode  at  silk  culture  and  flsh  coring  for  export, 
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bnt  these  failed  for  vant  of  capital  and  the  lialf-hearted  way  Id  which 
thtty  were  andertaken. 

Mulberry  trees,  the  food  of  the  silkworm,  ^ow  laxariautly,  and 
ordinary  cactus,  the  food  of  the  cochineal,  is  very  abnndant. 

In  tbp  eastern  division  of  the  ielaDd,  there  is  a  cousiderable  deposit 
of  black  oside  of  maagaaese.  An  attempt  to  collect  and  export  this 
mineral  was  also  made  some  years  since  (one  shipment  going  to  Great 
Britain),  bnt  failed  to  cover  expenses,  owing  to  inadequate  means  of 
transportation  to  the  point  of  shipment.  The  other  products  of  the 
island  are  potatoes,  sweet  potatoes,  yams,  green  vegetables  and  fruit, 
cattle,  sheep,  goats,  horses^  asses,  poultry,  liay,  and  a  limited  quantity  of 
grain.  The  only  notable  industry  at  present  is  the  making  of  fancy 
articles  in  seedwork,  disposed  of  to  passing  strangers  aa  island  cnrios. 


The  shipping  arrivals  at  the  island,  during  the  year  ended  December, 
1897,  were  as  follows : 
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A  Dumber  of  vessels  called  off  the  port,  either  to  signal  for  postal 
oommanieatioD  or  for  medical  aid,  or  were  commanicated  with  by  boat- 
men for  exchange  of  stores  for  vegetables,  but  these  are  not  officially 
classed  as  arrivals.  The  number'of  American  vessels  arriving  between 
July  1, 1897,  and  June  3U,  1898  (llscal  year),  was  7,  of  the  aggregate 
tonnage  of  7,909. 


No  port  charges  of  any  description  arc  levied  upon  vessels  calling  for 
water,  stores,  medical  aid,  etc.;  vessels  with  cargo  for  or  taking  cargo 
from  the  island  pay  dues  of  25  cents  per  ton  on  actual  quantity  landed 
and  shipped.  Fresh  water  is  delivered  to  shipping  out  of  sailing  tank 
boats,  equipped  witb  force  pomps.  The  island  abounds  in  tnsh  water 
springs  to  the  known  extent  of  212,  and  new  supply  and  drain  pipes 
are  now  being  laid  for  increased  delivery. 

COAL  SUPPLY. 

A  supply  of  steam  coal  is  constantly  kept  on  band,  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  British  admiralty,  who  oblige  the  contractor  to 
always  have  a  reserve  of  1,000  tuns.  Addition^  stock  is  also  kept 
to  meet  casual  demands. 
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COMMERCIAL    REUiTJONS. 
CuatoiHS  tariff.^ 


TobMOO.  nat  nuDDlkctand p«rpo>md.. 

Tabuoo,  mauuraobireJ.  olgon  nod  muff' do... 

SpiriU  (whisky,  brmdy,  min,  gin) pergmUon. 

Mer ,.,..,.  par  doxflD  quart  boUlea-. 

Beer,  allsorU perbaKibesd- 

Wine poc  gallon.. 

WAar/agt  dvrt  onlv. 

Kr«r7  plpe>  puncfa«aD»  bntt.  cuk^  Jar,  kag,  carboy,  and  cbd  of  wbaterer  klod  or  bIeo.  Had 

SSnlloDBknd  npvud 

MandimdmatgalloM 

10  and  DDder  40  KalloM 

Loa  Uiui  101  barrel!  flour 

Brwr  oaae,  boi,  obeet.  tmnk,  bale,  orate,  basket,  or  other  package  meaanrlng— 

flo cablo fbet and  upward.-.- - ...-,. -... 

tfuiiluBdeiinciiUo  feet 

Id  and  under  W  CDblo  foet 

10  and  under  20  Buble  feet 

S  and  under  10  aubic  feet 

Brery  bag  of  whatever  dHcrtptian 

Brioke,ifilea,tUee,ihtDglee,  lathe,  and  Btaves - per  1,000.. 

Umber per  onblo  foot. 

Oilcake,  atoiiee.  giiane,  anchcre,  chains  In  bulk.  p«r  ton,  or  boats,  per' ~"~' ' 

Coats  and  patentTael 

Sheep,  goals,  pige,  oalvBs 

Heavy  artiolea  and  goods  not  enumerated 


BANKS,  OUEKBMaY,  WAGES. 

The  only  banking  establishment:  on  the  island  ia  tlie  Oovernment 
Savings  Bank  (guaranteed).  No  deposit  exceeding  $500  is  permitted 
to  any  one  person.  The  rate  of  interest  allowed  is  2}  per  cent,  and  six 
months'  notice  is  required  for  withdrawal  of  principal.  Bt^anoe  dne 
to  depositors  on  December  31,  1897,  was  (81,215. 

The  currency  is  British,  and  all  payments  are  made  in  coin,  but  for- 
eign money  is  also  taken  at  valuation.  Exchange  on  the  United  States 
is  at  the  rate  of  $5  to  the  pound  sterling. 

The  present  rate  of  wages  is,  say,  84  cents  per  day  for  mechanics  and 
60  cents  for  laborers. 

CENSUa. 

The  population,  according  to  the  census  taken  ia  1891,  incloding  the 
garrison  and  crews  of  shipping  in  port,  was  4,llu;  estimated  popnla- 
tion  December  31, 1897,  3,897.  Many  persons  have  emigrated  to  the 
Oape  and  Katal  colonies  during  the  last  two  decades,  consequent  upon 
the  hard  times  in  the  island  since  the  opening  of  the  9uez  Canal. 

Tlie  number  of  births  registered  in  1897  was  125,  or  32.07  per  1,000 
of  ]>opulatiou;  deaths,  same  period,  44,  or  11.29  per  1,000  of  population. 

The  annual  taxation  |>er  capita  is,  say,  t5.C0. 

ElfUHERATIOn   OF   CATTLE,   BTO. 

The  number  of  horned  and  other  cattle,  in  1891,  and  at  present,  is ; 


Bullocks. 

Sheep. 

Goala. 
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When  the  aeasons  are  favorable,  the  island  is  capable  of  sastaining 
1,700  head  of  cattle.  There  is  now  an  available  stock  of  hay  estimated 
at  300  tons. 

BSTBBUB,  ETC. 

The  revenne  of  the  island  for  1897  whs  $44,013;  expenditnie,  same 
period,  (65,021;  public  debt,  being  loan  from  the  Imperial  Government, 
u[>on  which  no  interest  is  payable,  (25,590  or,  say,  $6  per  capita.  The 
unaBoal  excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue  for  1897  is  accounted  for 
by  the  purchase  in  England,  importation,  and  laying  down  by  the 
colonial  government  of  new  and  larger  fresh  water  and  drun  pipes 
ftom  the  springs  to  Jamestown. 

IHPBOTBHEIfTB. 

Since  my  departure  ftt>m  the  island  in  1886,  several  important  changes 
have  been  effected  in  the  local  government  establishments.  There  ia 
a  marked  all-round  improvement  in  Che  Civil  and  Seamen's  Hospital, 
wliicb  has  been  completely  reorganized  in  accordance  with  modem 
hygiene,  and  has  three  trained  English  lady  narses.  Ambulances  have 
also  been  imported  from  England. 

The  post-ofiBce  has  been  renovated,  is  now  in  the  postal  union,  and 
every  facility  is  afforded  the  public  in  the  matter  of  post-ofBce  orders, 
parcel,  sample  post,  etc. 

An  attempt  is  being  made  to  found  a  museum,  and  for  this,  the  island 
ia  indebted  to  the  governor;  also  for  vast  improvements  in  the  public 
gardens,  with  the  additionof  fountains,  and  increased  number  of  street 
lamps  throughout  the  town,  which  are  lighted  by  kerosene,  as  there  are 
no  electric  or  gas  plants  on  the  island. 

The  supreme  court  ia  presided  over  by  the  governor,  assisted  by 
assessors  chosen  from  the  members  of  the  legislative  council.  There 
is  no  chief  justice.  The  lower  courts  are  under  supervision  of  a  8tii)£n- 
diary  ma^strate,  assisted  by  honorary  justices  of  the  peace. 

There  is  a  Protestant  Episcopal  cathedral  and  four  other  Episcopal 
chnrches.  The  staff  consists  of  a  bishop  and  four  canons.  There  is 
also  a  Baptist  church  and  pastor  and  a  Roman  Catholic  church  and 
priest. 

BDUOATION. 

There  are  several  ordinary  schools  for  boys  and  girls,  but  the  training 
is  strictly  elementary.  There  are  no  colleges  or  technical  schools  or 
gradings  from  elementary  into  higher  schools,  and  in  the  absence  of  the 
latter  the  children  of  the  better  classes,  as  a  rule,  are  sent  to  Earope 
for  the  higher  education.  The  schools  are  mostly,  and  in  some  cases 
wholly,  supported  by  grants  from  the  colonial  treasury,  and  are  conse- 
quenUy  under  supervision  of  the  local  government. 

Bob.  p.  Poolby, 

ContuL 

St.  Hblena,  Ju»e  30, 1898. 

Copy  of  CiroitUtr  Nv.  1. 

United  States  Coksulate,  St.  Htlaut,  March  Se,  1S9S. 
Bolomon  *  Co.jW.  A.  Thorpe  &  Sons,  Powlar  A.  Co^  T.  JaokMn  &  Co.,  E.  a»l. 

bnith  &  Co.,  Thatcher  &  Co.,  T.  AdamB,G,B.  Bell.G.  Liddr,  B.  Henry,  W.  H. 

Harriott,  J.  George,  Soyal  Engineers  and  Qatrison  CKateea,  St.  Helen*. 

OxNTLnnM:  Hftvlng  been  requested  by  certain  bnsiiiew  Bnns  in  the  United 
BWtMtomake  inquiry  aa  to  Iidporta  into  tb[s  island,  with  the  Tiaw  of  InoraMing 


COHUEBCIAL   RELATIONS. 


exportB  of  TBrioaB  goods  and  merohandlsi 

obliKed  for  HDch  iDformation  as  you  maybe  able  anddianofied  tu  f^ive , 

the  lollowiDg  (foods  as  m^rds  local  cominrnptioii ,  namely,  4  uuu  tit  j  and  quality,  and 
whether  it  has  been  customary  to  import  such  goods  direot  frnm  the  United  States 
or  throngh  other  conntries,  and  if  there  lias  been  any  material  falling  off  in  these 
imports.  I  wonld  thank  you  to  state  cause  of  deolJoe,  with  any  suggestions  yon  may 
deem  pertinent  to  the  matter,  vhioh  in  yoor  eptuion  would  cuoduce  to  the  revlTal 
of  trade  in  this  colony. 

Flour:  In  barrels  and  lialf  barrels. 

Com:  Id  bulk  or  [and]  pncbels. 

Indian  com:  In  socks  or  barrels,  kiln-dried  or  for  seed  products,  suohascom  meal, 
maizeno,  hominy,  canned  sweet  com. 

Salt  prnvisions :  Beef  and  pork  in  barrels  and  half  barrels,  hams,  bacon,  butter, 
cheese,  beef  hams,  eto. 

Lumber:  White  and  yellow  (or  pitch),  spruce,  and  cypress  pine  in  boards  and 
Boantling — dimensions. 

Kerosene :  In  boxes  of  10  American  gallons,  and  casks  of  40  sallons. 

Tobacco :  Leaf  and  plog,  with  number  of  heads  to  the  pound. 

Beer :  In  barrels,  hogshrads,  and  bottles. 

Rum:  In  barrels,  hogsheads,  and  bottles. 

Florida  water:  In  cases  of  1  dozeu,  and  in  cases  of  1  dozeu  small  bottles. 

Canned  goods:  Meats,  vegetables,  fTnits,  eto. 

Cotton-Med  oil :  In  bulk  or  bottles. 

Lard :  In  k^e  or  tins,  20,  10,  5,  and  2^  pounds. 

Cottolene:  Tn  ttnn,  20,  10,  6,  and  2^  pounds  (beef  fat  and  cotton-seed  oil}. 

Herrings:  Small  wood  boxes. 

Codfish ;  Half  barrels  or  dmms. 

Beans;  White  and  brown,  half  barrels. 

Famitnre:  Bedroom,  dining  room,  and  drawing-room  an  its,  rockers,  tables,  chairs, 
bentwood,  Windsor,  etc.,  sofas,  lounges,  bureaus,  in  oak,  oeb,  mahogany,  veneer,  or 
stained  wood. 

Organs:  Cabinet,  draw inj;- room,  and  church. 

Pianos:  Grand,  semigrand,  cottage,  etc. 

Hardware :  Machinery,  tools,  agricultural  implementfl,  lawn  mowers,  and  garden 
hose;  sewing  machines,  bicycles,  stoves  (coal  and  kerosene),  wire  nails,  locks,  biDgee, 
screws,  etc.,  scales  and  weights,  coffee  and  pepper  mills,  machinery. 

Oars:  Ash,  12  to  20  feet. 

Cotton  cloth ;  Wbite  and  ^ay  shirting,  sheeting,  and  long  clotfa,  thread  and  spool 
cofeton,  hosiery,  calico  or  prmted  goods,  muslins,  corsets,  eto. 

Boots  and  shoes :  Average  sises  and  description. 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware,  sieves,  clocks  and  watches,  nests  of  trunks  and  pails,  patent 
medicines,  perfumery,  garden  seeds,  grindstones,  kitchen  and  for  general  use. 

Soap :  Yellow,  perfumed,  sapolio,  pearline. 

Brushes  and  brooms:  Corn,  coir,  hair,  etc. 

Hatting:  China,  India,  and  coir  matting,  clothespins. 

Sundries :  Printers'  and  photographic  supplies,  anthracite  coal,  billet  wood,  gUas, 
crockery,  tin  and  iron  ware  and  utensils,  knife  and  ironing  boards,  washboards,  and 
wringers. 

HmI  ;  Linseed  and  cotton  meal. 

HUk :  Condeused,  Eagle  and  other  brands. 

Sugar:  Refined  and  nnreflned. 

Uolasses :  New  Orleans. 

Cordage;  White  and  tarred. 

Canvas,  eto.i  Cotton,  duck,  and  soil  twine. 

Candles:  Stearin. 

Tor:  Pitch  and  lesin. 

Faints  and  paint  oil. 


iron  ana  steel:  uoa  ana  bar,  noop,  piping,  nai. 

Oilcloth:  Lioolenm  and  burlaps  for  bagging. 

BefriKeralore,  beebives,  oofTee  and  com  shoUor 

Wheels  and  bandbarrows  and  store  tracks. 

Axes,  hatchets,  and  spades. 

Cement:  Boman,  Rose,  Portland. 

Brioks:  Bnildlng,  flre,  and  bath. 

Step-ladders. 

Wines:  Californlan. 

Onns:  Sporting. 

Inoabators. 
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PowdBr:  Sporting,  and  baking  and  waahing  ooda. 

Crackera:  BiBonita  and  Gre. 

BlackHmitba',  farrieiB',  tinamitha',  pain  tera',  and  plumbeia'  Bnppliea,  etc.,  with  anj 
other  artlclM  aaKg«Bted  bj  ;oni8eIve~ 

In  conclosioD,  I  maf  state  that  — '■' 
matter  of  aoaorted  export  oarsoea 
pleaanre  in  my  oflloial  oanacity,  ftod  with  yuur  couperation  and  nasiataQce,  Ht  bethe 
meanH  of  reeatahlisbing  tlie  late  trade  between  tliia  jiort  and  the  Uoited  Stat«a. 
Beapectfully,  yoora. 

Bob.  1>.  I'uuucr,  Ctnuitl. 


Copf  of  Cinmlar  Ai>.  2. 

CONSUUlTK   OF  THH  UNITID  STATKR, 

Bl.  Ktlna,  Marak  S6,  1S9S. 
Solomon  &  Co.,  W.  A.  Thorpe  &  Sons,  Fowlor  &  Co.,  B.  Galbraith  &.  Co.,  Thotg. 

Deama,  Lewis  Bros.,  H.  Weston,  H.  B.  Morris,  L.  Knipe,  0.  K.  Hoes,  Bt.  Helena. 

Gkntlbmek  :  for  atatistlcal  pnrpoees,  and  in  conneetion  with  my  rnports  on  oom- 
merclal  relations  of  the  United  Statea  and  this  colony,  I  respeotfnllj  re<|ue8t  yon 
will  be  ftood  enuDgh  to  nuniah  me  with  information  in  reply  to  the  foUowug  intec- 
rocatonea,  namely : 

1.  What  IH  the  approximate  total  acreage  on  yoni  form  and  a^jacont  lands  and 
other  lands  owned  or  hired  by  yourselves,  and  with  amoont  right  of  otmimonagaf 

2.  State  jvortion  of  land  under  cnltivation,  with  natnre  and  average  quantity  per 
acre  of  all  prodace. 

3.  State  nnmber  of  homed  cattle,  sheep,  goata,  horsea,  mnlea,  and  donkeys  which 
the  paatnre  lands  and  common  is  capable  of  Hustaining;  also  the  actual  number  at 
present  depaatnTed,  and  the  nnmber  of  miloh  cowa  stalled  for  dairy  purposes  only, 
with  natnre  of  food  supplied  the  latter,  and  average  yield  of  milk  per  cow. 

i.  Is  the  land  at  preaeat  under  cnitivation  capable  of  suffloient  grain  for  stall 
feeding  elaoghter  men  and  aheepT  If  not,  please  state  deaeription  and  quantity  of 
feed  ImportM  for  tliat  purpose,  and  whence  it  comee. 

5.  Uoes  indian  com,  cotton  and  linaeed  meal,  oil  eake,  or  either,  form  a  consider- 
able item  in  your  importel  If  so,  please  state,  approximately,  valje  and  place  of 
origin,  and  by  what  means  conveyed ;  if  from  the  United  States,  whether  direot  or 
via  England,  and  what  proportion  from  other  cooutriea. 

6.  Wliat  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  outlook  Ibr  iucieaaed  importation  of  Indian  corn 
and  other  feed  from  the  United  Stateat 

7.  la  com  used  for  human  foodt  If  so,  to  what  extent  and  in  what  fonn,  or  is  ita 
use  conSned  to  cattle  and  ponltryf 

".  Are  American  farming  implements  exclnalvelv  nsed  on  yonr  lands,  also  dairy 
■■      *    ■   ■  ■      hein 


□tenails,  or  in  what  proportionf    State  yoni  opinion  as  to  their  respective  moritii  ft 
Dpaiod  with  those  of  European  make. 
I.  To  what  extent  are  cofiee,  beets,  Swedish  turnip,  and  indian  com  at  present 


compared  with  those  of^European  make. 

9.  To  what  extent  are  coffee,  beets,  Swedish  turnip,  i  _  .    .    _ 
grown  on  the  island ;  what  ia  the  outlook  for  increased  production,  and  would  Amer- 


^offee  and  com  hnllers  find  favor  in  this  colony  f 

10.  In  what  condition  is  frnit  cultivation  and  what  is  the  fatare  outlook) 

11.  What  was  the  export  of  St.  Helena--grown  wool  in  1897,  and  to  what  point  f 

12.  Can  yon  state  approximately  the  total  of  homed  and  other  cattle  and  animals 
herein  deacribed  on  the  island,  with  the  proportion  each  of  those  used  solely  for 


Bespeetfttlly,  yours. 

Bob.  p.  Poolet,  Ctmtul 

BUFPLEMBHTABY  REPORT. 

Oomplying  with  directions  contained  in  departmental  eiroalar  dat«d 
August  5, 1898, 1  sabmit  report  on  commercial  relations  (in  addition  to 
the  facts  and  flgnres  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 1897,  already 
transmitted  under  date  of  Jane  30,  1898)  of  my  consolar  district,  for 
the  six  months  ended  Jane  30, 1898. 


r.,z.j.vCo(>t^lc 
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COMMERCIAL  RELATI0K8. 
Fmportt  and  tjportt  from  January  I  to  Juttt  SO,  1898. 


Qnutit;.     Tains. 


Bottled  (duty  p»ld) doteu. 

BulafcuKD) • nnmber. 

B«ef  and  pork  (AjnaiiCiUl caakB. 


mandllnie.  

Chemloals  and  drag*  (partlj  Amg 
Clgm  and  olgarettaa  (dot;  paid) 


Draper;,  textile*,  hoaterf ,  ootlon,  ud  other  diy  good*... 

EarUieii  and  aU»  mre 

Flour  (Amerfoon) 

Qraln.  seeds.  ludiaD  oarD,eto.  (partlj  AmulaaiU 

Uirdvuo,  lead,  oto.  (parti;  AmertoaB) 

Leather,  boots,  andahoee. ._..........__.. _. 

Uarlne  stores,  tar,  pitob,  tesiD,  paints,  paint  oils,  eto.  <p* 


ins^allni 


esfdntypi^)... 
Irisa  and  small  ^ 


...pMkarM. 


Beef  and  pork  (ships'  sloces)  -  ■ 
Floor  In  saoks 


Beef  and  pork  (ships' itona) hamts. 

Cigars  (duly  paid) - ponads. 

Fluur  (AmerioanI  (ship**  itores) barrsla. 


a,  eto.  (pwrtl;  Amerloan)  ■  ■ . 


WHiea|du^IH>id) galloDs, 
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It  will  be  observed  from  the  foregoing,  tliat  there  have  been  no  direct 
tranBactions  between  this  island  and  the  United  States  during  the  first 
six  months  of  the  present  year,  thoagh  donbtless  no  Inconsiderable 
portion  of  the  imports  from  Great  Britain  and  the  Cape  Colony  is 
derived  from  American  sources  of  prodnce  and  manufacture,  as  indi- 
cated in  table,  and  in  this  connection,  I  am  in  a  position  to  state  that 
onr  tools,  hardware,  farming  implements,  and  machinery  (nnder  com- 
mon designation  as  "hardware''),  Indian  com,  grain,  white  pine  and 
cypress  Icmber,  furniture,  linseed  and  cotton-seed  meal,  oilcake,  kero- 
sene in  cases,  denims,  prints,  calicoes,  clocks,  lamps  and  lampware  are 
much  preferred,  as  to  quality,  finish,  and  durability,  to  like  ])roduc- 
tionsof  other  countries,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  a  limited  direct  trade 
in  all  the  above-named  goods  would  prove  highly  remunerative  to  any 
American  merchant  disposed  to  engage  in  the  venture. 

A  powerfnl  searchhgbt  is  being  placed  upon  Mnndeu's  battery,  at 
the  entrance  of  and  commanding  the  entire  approach  to  the  roadstead, 
8wee])ing  the  horizon  from  Sugar  Loaf  Hill  on  the  east  side  to  South- 
west I'oint  westward,  and  in  November  next,  the  garrison  is  to  be  aug- 
mented by  the  addition  of  two  companies  of  West  India  troops,  bringing 
the  strength  up  to  400  infantry  (black )  and  two  batteries  of  Royal  Artil- 
lery (white)  and  50  native  sharpshooters,  say  650  t»)  700  men  iu  all.  It 
is  in  contemplation  to  replace  all  obsolete  artillery  by  breech-loadiug 
gnus. 

I  am  unable  to  gather  any  satisfactory  information  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  closing  paragraph  of  the  departmental  circular,  for  the 
reason  that  no  cotton  textiles  are  manufactured  in  this  small  colony, 
Dealers  order  goods  from  England  by  pieces,  limited  to  so  many  yards 
each  (in  length,  and  not  by  weight).  The  width  is  iibout  ^0  to  3(>  inches 
for  prints,  calicoes,  denims,  and  drills,  and  tiO  to  OO  inches  for  sheetings, 
but  I  can  notstatedefinitely  the  number  of  picks  to  the  inch,  war[),nnd 
number  of  yards  to  the  pound.  The  fact  is,  the  question,  although  sub- 
mitted to  dealers  in  terms  of  the  circular,  is  apparently  not  understood, 
the  trade  being  worked  by  rule  of  thumb  at  St.  Uelenaj  couHequently 
I  have  failed  to  elicit  any  reliable  response. 

The  number  of  American  vessels  which  called  at  this  port  for  the  six 
months  ended  June  30, 1898,  was  4,  representing  a  tonnage  of  4,450, 
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There  were  no  export*  to  the  United  States  during  tie  year. 
Bob.  p.  Pooley, 

CottBUl. 

St.  Helena,  September  33, 1898. 
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SIERRA  LEONE.' 

The  present  year,  1898,  has  not  been  favorable  for  trade  development 
here,  owing  to  the  recent  disturbances  with  natives  in  the  Hinterland, 
or  protectorate  of  Sierra  Leone. 

This  war  between  the  British  and  the  natives,  with  its  conseqaent 
destrnctioD  of  life  and  property  to  an  extent  unparalleled  in  the  annals 
of  West  African  history,  has  had  a  direful  effect  on  the  general  tone  of 
buaiuesB  throughout  this  consular  district.  Not  only  is  the  depression 
visible  in  the  ordinary  channels  of  retail,  but  in  every  phase  of  the  barter 
trade  as  well. 

The  Hinterland  merchants  and  traders  were  supplied  by  the  Sierra 
Leone  importers,  and  in  the  devastation  which  followed  the  Meudi 
war,  there  was  haidly  one  retail  establishment  left  in  that  vast  and 
densely  populated  country,  where  previously  there  were  hundreds  doing 
a  thriving  business.  All  African  products  for  the  export  trade  in  this 
district  are  the  result  of  initive  or  aboriginal  labor,  upon  which  tbe 
industrial  activity  of  the  colony  depends;  therefore,  any  circumstance 
which  interferes  with  the  equanimity  of  the  native  labor,  upon  which 
this  colony  has  depended  for  its  existence  for  so  many  years,  checks 
the  productive  forces  of  this  community. 

Id  tbe  recent  outbreak,  the  native  has  been  on  the  warpath  instead 
of  on  the  farm;  hence  the  diminished  supply  of  cola  nuts,  palm  kernels, 
ginger,  hides,  etc.,  for  export.  This  temporary  stagnation  of  basiness 
bas  very  materially  emphasized  the  importance,  to  the  well-being  of 
Sierra  Leone,  of  industries  dependent  not  upon  primitive,  but  uiton 
intelligent  and  educated,  labor. 

The  present  state  of  afFairs  can  not  last.  New  energies  and  enter- 
prises are  formulating  themselves  for  the  future  development  of  Sierra 
Leone  and  its  Hinterland.  Already,  the  chamber  of  commerce  and 
other  business  organizations  are  discussing  ways  and  means  by  which 
to  extend  their  spheres  of  trade,  in  a  way  that  will  satisfactorily  advance 
the  interests  of  this  colony.  The  consensus  of  opinion  here  is  that  tbe 
conditions  caused  by  the  recent  disturbances  will  not  only  be  transitory, 
but  will  mark  the  beginning  of  a  x>eriod  of  great  industrial  and  com- 
mercial activity,  preceded,  of  course,  by  the  permanent  occupation  by 
British  forces,  and  opening  to  settlement  and  trade  of  the  territory 
which  has  but  recently  been  tbe  scene  of  aboriginal  hostility  and 
disorder. 

The  maxim  that  trade  follows  the  flag  is  fully  realized  in  business 
circles  here,  and  the  colonial  authorities  are  lending  their  energies  to 
facilitate  tbe  early  settlement  of  the  territory  in  question. 

AOBI0ULTUB£. 

The  agricoltural  movements,  so  saecessfully  inaugurated  by  Gov- 
ernor Oardew  and  the  legislative  council  of  Sierra  Leone,  are  replete 
with  encouragement  for  the  development  of  tbe  colony.  Indeed,  these 
nndertakin^s  have  received  such  impetus  by  public  sanction,  that  tiieir 
realization  is  no  longer  speculative,  but  assured. 

The  agricultural  department  of  the  colony  maintains,  besides  a  botan- 
ical garden,  an  annual  agricaltoral  fair,  wbioh  is  patronized  with  some 
degree  of  success  and  enthusiasm. 


'  In  i«ply  to  circular  of  Angiut  6. 
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The  OoTeratneat  has  perfected  arraDgeiDeiite  for  the  edncatioD  and 
trainlDg,  auder  competeDt  iDBtruotora,  of  a  number  of  native  youths  in 
agriculture,  borticalture,  and  economic  botany  of  tropical  countriee. 
This,  together  with  the  recent  but  aacceBafuIly  established  school  of 
technology,  points  unmistakably  to  the  dawn  of  a  uev  era  in  the  colony's 
progreea 

INDUBTBIB8. 

An  ice- factory  plant  is  in  course  of  constrnction,  and  will  be  opened 
in  a  few  months.  This  will,  when  in  sncccssfnl  operation,  create  a 
(lemand  for  ice-cream  freezers  and  other  apparatus  of  American  mann- 
factnre,  for  dispensing  carbonated  or  aerated  waters. 

An  electric- light  plant  is  being  discuK^ed,  and  with  the  completion 
of  the  enterprises  already  inaugnrated,  will  possibly  be  erected. 

The  first  electrical  disfday  from  an  establislied  plant,  used  in  con- 
uection  with  the  fortification  works  recently  finished,  gave  general  satis- 
foction.  Its  effect  will  no  donbt  hasten  the  introduction  of  electricity 
in  Sierra  Leoue,  both  as  light  (uid  motive  power. 


With  the  continued  development  of  the  agricultural  resources  of  the 
colony,  agricultural  implements,  tools,  and  machinery  will  take  their 
places  with  other  imports. 

When  I  look  at  the  meager  trade  returns  between  the  United  States 
and  the  West  African  coast,  and  consider  the  opportunity  afforded  not 
only  to  develop  but  to  maintain  our  trade  against  the  competition  of 
the  world,  I  am  fnlly  persuaded  that  our  exporters  and  mana&cturers 
are  not  aware  of  the  importance  of  this  market  for  unlimited  supplies 
of  canned  goods,  salt  beef,  salt  pork,  flour,  lumber,  kerosene,  edge 
tools,  cotton  textiles,  boots,  shoes,  and  other  articles. 

The  total  amount  of  imports  into  Sierra  Leone  for  the  year  1897  was 
(2,221,704.08.  Of  this  amonnl.,  $131,395.96  was  imported  from  the 
United  States;  $1,837,142.23  represents  the  total  value  of  impcnrts 
from  Great  Britain;  $29,203,72  from  theotlier  British  colonies;  and  all 
other  foreign  countries,  embracing  principally  Germany,  France,  Spain, 
and  Portugal,  contributed  (223,964  in  imports.  It  will  be  Been  that 
the  United  States,  with  no  regular  direct  steamship  line  to  this  port, 
has  sold  more  than  half  as  mach  as  all  theotlier  foreign  countriee  com- 
bined. The  total  valne  of  exports  for  the  same  period  was  $1,950,238.28. 
Of  this  amount,  the  United  States  received,  according  to  the  records  of 
the  colonial  office,  $74.12;  Qreat  Britain,  $919,602.30;  British  colonies, 
$142,266.89;  and  all  other  countries,  $888,394.96. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year,  from  JaDoary  to 
June,  1898,  Sierra  Leone  imported  from  the  United  States  to  the  value 
of  $49,879.12.  The  exports  for  the  same  period,  consisting  of  hides, 
amounted  to  $2,077.80. 

TBAHSPOBTATIon. 

Great  Britain,  France,  Germany,  and  Spain  have  regular  steamship 
lines  to  Sierra  Leone,  and  there  are  occasional  steamers  from  the  other 
European  coontries.  The  United  States  is  much  behind  in  this  respect, 
only  sailing  vessels  paying  occasional  visits. 

^e  British  and  West  African  Steamship  Company  has  recently 
launched  another  vessel  in  Liverpool  for  the  West  Ooast  service,  vitb. 
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improved  passenger  a<;coinniodations.  The  tendency  now  in  the  BUam- 
sbip  service  between  Sierra  Leoite  and  Liver|iool  is  to  gradnalty  replace 
the  slower  by  I'aster  and  more  eHicient  vessels.  This  may  be  taken  as 
an  indication  of  the  future  prospect  for  business  with  Sierra  Leoue  and 
the  sister  colonies  of  the  West  African  coast,  tbe  trade  of  which  has 
been  so  long  overlooked. 

The  United  states  needs  direct  steamship  commanication  with  the 
West  (Joost.     With  this  e^ttabliahed,  the  field  is  ours.' 

UAILEOAD  AND  TELEOBAPH. 

The  work  upon  tbe  Sierra  Leone  Railway,  which  was  stopped  by 
reason  of  hostilities,  has  beeu  resumed.  This  leads  into  the  rich  Hin- 
terland from  Frfetown.  Twenty-six  utiles  have  beeu  completed,  and 
22  miles  have  daily  service. 

A  Government  telegraph  counects  Sierra  Leone  with  the  outside 
world. 

BANKING   FACILITIES. 

The  principal  bank  of  Sierra  Leone  is  the  Bank  of  British  West 
Airica  (Liveri>ool),  cajiital  £100,000.  The  institotion  here,  as  in  all  of 
the  other  colonies  of  tbe  coast,  is  a  branch  of  the  above  in(<titutiou. 
It  does  a  general  banking  business,  buys  and  sells  bills  of  excliange. 


I  have  intermingled  f^-eely  with  the  business  men  and  trade  organiza- 
tions here,  and  find  a  unanimous  preference  for  American  goods.  They 
desire  to  trade  with  us,  if  we  will  furnish  regular  steamship  service 
between  the  United  States  and  the  colonies  of  the  coast,  so  as  to  enable 
them  to  get  their  orders  direct. 

JoDH  T.  Williams,  Gomul 

Sierra  Leune,  October  31, 1898. 


SOUTH  AFRICA. 

The  following  ioformation  in  regard  to  trade  in  Gape  Colony,  Natal, 
etc.,  has  been  compiled  from  a  number  of  reitorts  sent  by  Consul  Gen- 
eral Stowe,  of  Gape  Town. 

'  Under  date  of  Jamury  26,  1899,  Acting  Conanl  Trice  sendB  thmngh  tbe  Dopart- 
niODt  letters  tu  businow  flrma  iu  the  United  States,  giviug  advice  as  \o  tbe  derelop- 
ment  of  trade.    Ho  says,  in  substance : 

For  the  siicceasful  extension  of  American  trade  in  West  AMca  meit  are  needed 
who  nre  williue  to  Kivo  their  personal  attention  to  the  requirements  of  thia  coast. 
Tbe  Jiritish  and  other  Urme  already  established  here  might  bo  indnced,  by  proper 
representation,  to  deal  more  largely  in  American  prodnoe  and  mannraotarea.  To 
insore  the  best  reaalta  oxportora  sbonld  be  peraanatly  represented;  but  it  would  be 
more  profitable  to  establish  American  firms  here  capable  of  maintaining  asapply  of 
American  goods  adoijuate  to  the  demand.  There  is  nowbutonDAmericau  Bnn  in 
8iena  Loooe  (Messrs.  Yatea  &  I'orterfield,  of  19  William  street.  New  York),  and  by 
their  efforts  tlie  enormous  dumand  for  American  ^oods  all  along  the  coast  has  been 
created.  There  is  an  increasing  ilomaiid  for  a  direct  line  of  steamers  to  America. 
Trade  alliances  will  not  be  made,  nor  will  American  trade  tie  greatly  extended  nntil 
more  rapid  transit  haa  been  estabhshed  betwoi'n  the  two  countries. 
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It  is  impossible  to  obtain  detailed  information  as  to  the  conatrles  of 
import  and  export,  as  this  is  ascertained  and  tabalated  only  at  the  end 
of  each  year. 
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EXP0BT8  IN  1H97-98. ' 
BxporttfroM  Cap»  Colenji  for  the  year  ending  June  SO,  189S. 
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TRANSIT  TRADE  OF  CAPE  COLONY. 
The  transit  trade  was  condacted  through  the  varions  ports  as  follows : 


Port. 

1»»7. 

Cane  Town 

•'iS'.S 

23, 236, 829 

This  table  includes  goods  ander  rebate,  goods  free  of  dnty,  and  g 
under  which  no  rebate  is  allowed. 


I  Prom  a  report  dated  Jaly  32, 1898. 
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The  goods  in  transit  vere  forwarded  to  the  following  countries: 

gonth  Afrioan  Republic $21,1&J,906 

HaUbelelBnd,MBahonftlaud,elo 3,029,627 

OntDge  Free  Stote 4,395,145 

RlwdMifi 6fiB,205 

The  increase  of  goods  in  transit  to  Bhodesia  amottnts  Co  over  42  per 
cent  for  the  year. 

EXPORTS  OF  WOOL,  HIDES,  KTC. ' 

Exporti  front  Gapi  Colony  in  1896-97. 

WOOL. 


TaK. 

>a,«i2.T2T 

V.lue. 

The  troitod  States  received  of  this,  in  1897,  1,944,712  poandB,  all 
scoured. 

African  wool,  saTS  Mr.  Stowe,  has  to  compete  with  that  of  Sonth 
America,  and  wool  exporters  here  are  urging  the  growers  to  assort 
their  wools  and  prepare  them  better  for  export.  Statistics  compiled 
from  London  show  that  the  fleece  loses  in  favor  every  year,  as  the 
cleaning  is  so  imperfect. 


AKQOBA  HAIB. 

T«. 

QQuitHy. 

ViUi». 

ID,  Mil.  OSS 

i3:sej,Boi 

I  cnwH 

2,6ra.67a 

Tbe  arerue  Taint  per  jxnuid  dncllned  rrom  Is.  lid.  (28.5  cla.) 
ud  all  ma  hdI  to  tEe  UDlUd  Kiiigdam. 

03TBICH  TBATHBBS. 


Id  IBM  to  U.  |d.  (2«.I 


Thte  pluDoiDsiul  Incmae,  both  In  number  and  ralne.  in  due  to  linderpnt. 
SHBSP3EINS. 


's.aao     *i.  117, 471 


'  Prom  a  report  datrd  September  8,  1898. 
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QOA.TBKIVB. 


T«. 

YbIim. 

Fnoull. 

261,727 

182.  IN 
4M.»70 

M.7B1 

The  Increue  Is  ilu  di 


AOBICULTUBAL  AHD  PASTORAL..' 
CBOPS  HABVBSTED. 


1«M. 

,m. 

I.1JI.710 

■•i| 
3'i 



CB0P8  CUT  GBBKN. 

haodlu 

2,571,221 
US,  082 
211,311 

3EBD  BOWS. 

m,Mft 
6».lt« 

■Siil! 

83.(28 
1M,3C7 

£8,  MB 

^ 

VIKIAOB. 

Wlm                                                                                              Hll 

S,«8T,1«8 

4  Ml  DM 

Tba  namber  of  ilna  alooka  i 


:k  unouDted  to  1,527,962. 

FBUIT  TRSK3  PLAHTSD. 


I,  18B8,  wu  Htlmat*!  it  «3,T17,0IO;  or  U 


^il'SS 

ftlS 

■  From  report  dated  NoTember  21,  1888< 
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AGEICTTLTUBAL  AKD  PASTOEAL— Continued. 

F&mr  lEBZS  8TANDDI0. 


im. 

18M. 

Anrlnnt 

nmnber 

as 

JR.  Ma 

i,m'.m 

33>,S72 
1M,«4 

1.SM.1M 
3!N,IKa 

Pmt 

do... 

B0SBB8.  CATTi:.S,  BTC.  b 


IT.  711 

ffiSS 

48.  »2 

Coinuidhtiftea 

^    - 

B1Z,67» 

X  pmpared  by  the  DeMrtmei 
Beplnnber.  ISM,  mod  April, 
to  thB  dlmlBaUau  In  namtwr*  i 


of  AttrLonltore,  II  SMnu  that  the  dealhi  from 
Se,  Mnoanted  to  tOl.lM  In  Cmpe  Culony.  OUiec 
are  lung  ■lokneu,  iM  vtXtr,  uuldiDDght. 


BESEP  AND  aOAIB. 


OraU: 

2.BM,M7 

""UU- 

PASTORAL  PRODUCTS. 


„™,. 

3T.l8S.ai 
G,S23,380 

!,«ea;i!ST 

«,311 

PETROLETTH. 

UTotwithfltanding  the  war  and  the  increased  price  of  pfu-affln  oil,  says 
Mr.  Stowe^  the  importation  has  not  materially  fallen  off  in  1898.  Oon- 
siderable  interest  has  been  aronsed  by  the  alleged  discovery  of  oil- 
bearing  shale  in  Bhodesia,  and  I  clip  from  a  newspaper  an  article  on 
that  sabject : 

Foi  the  past  twen^  jeaxB,  well-oathenticatod  instanoM  of  deposits  of  oil-bearing 
■lul«  In  the  Orenge  Free  State,  Griqnaland  West,  and  elaewhere  have  oooorred,  and 
Id  1S89,  a  company  having  a  large  capital,  was  float«(l  with  a  floariah  of  tmmpets  to 
woik  eome  alleged  oU-bearlng  ground  Id  the  Orange  Free  State,  only  to  end  in  dla- 
aatetwhenitwaafbnndtbat  theoil  was  consplcnoiis  by  ita  absence.  In  Natal,  alao, 
^Ml  of  oil  have  bom  time  to  time  been  discoveredlu  what  has  been  declared  to  be 
tnta  oil-bearing  strata,  bnt  nothinK  appears  to  have  been  done  to  follow  up  the  dls- 
wvery.  But  moat  important  of  all,  and  ona  which  is  now  attracting  considerable 
■Uantion  ia  the  reputed  oil  fields  at  Ceres,  in  the  Cape  Colony.  These  are  said  to  cover 
u  extent  of  apwatd  of  200,000  acrea,  which,  if  oil  is  snbseqoently  atruck,  would 


bv 
Bill' 


>regeDt  Dotnin^,  ne  ueiieve,  hob  Deen  aono  vo  pan  lue  atacoverj  to 
lan  not  ho  expliouble  od  tbo  Biippositioii  that  tbe  ileposita  bave  belied 
miB«,  for,  altboDgb  exbaastjvc  teating  hy  proper  boring  bos  certaiuly 
d  tbroagh,  competeat  experta  bave  leitiQed  to  tbe  probability  of 
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make  it  one  of  the  laigeat  oil-bearinK  diHtricts  in  tbe  world.  What  ia,  howoTec, 
moat  anrpriaing  aboat  all  theae  ao-called  petroleum  dlacoveriea  in  Booth  AMca,  ia 
that  they  eventnally  hang  firs  after  making  some  piogioaa.  The  Ceres  oil  fields  is  a 
case  in  point.  So  far  back  aa  1895,  the  Colonial  papeiB  teemed  with  refeienoea  to 
the  reputed  discoveries  of  vaat  oil  deposita  at  Ceree,  and  the  mineral  rights  over  the 
aeveral  farma  on  which  tbe  petroleum  waa  said  to  occur  were  promptly  secured 
'  7  a  Kimberley  syndicate.  Active  prospecting  work  was  andertakeu,  and  oon- 
iderable  talk  of  deep  boring,  to  prove  tbe  value  of  tbe  ground,  was  indulged  in, 
but  up  to  the  present  nothing,  we  believe,  haa  been  done  to  pat  tbe  discovery  to 

their  earlier  promisi 

Dot  bpen  carried  through,  competent  esperta  I.   _     ..    ._.   ^.  .    ,    ._ 

petrolciim  being  struck  when  a  certnio  depth  ban  beou  reached.  The  Ceres  fields, 
they  declare,  are  of  tbe  true  oil- bearing  formation,  lying  in  their  pristine  position, 
andisturbed  by  l^eous  upheaval.  Yet  their  development  inexnlioably  hangs  fir*. 
In  eome  quarters,  the  blame  forthia  ialaid  on  the  too  exorbitant  rlemands  of  the  syn- 
dicate lu  whom  the  mineral  rlj^bta  are  vested,  whoae  nnbnslneflslike  methods  have 
ftuetrnted  all  attempts  to  test  or  exploit  tbe  property,  white  in  other  quarters  It  is 
said  that  those  who  have  been  willing  to  provide  tbn  funds  for  the  sinking  of  deep 
bores,  to  teat  the  value  of  tbe  alleged  dopoBlts,  have  been  outrageonaly  exacting  in 
their  turma.  A  few  thousanil  ponnds  juilicionely  spent  wonld  speedily  determine 
the  matter  one  way  or  the  othor. 

The  extent  of  tbe  oil  trade  with  Sonth  Africa  ia  seen  hy  the  cnnmeiation  of  tbe 
flgnrca  of  the  total  imports  into  that  country.  For  Instance,  in  1S9T  paraiBn  and 
oUier  lamp  oil  was  imported  of  a  declared  value  of  £123,602  (9601.50S)  of  which  tbe 
TranavnalBhare  was  £18,546  ($236,21!)).  Tbe  total  importa  for  189«  amounted  to 
£112,671  ($54K,3I3).  In  addition  to  oil  for  illuminating  pnrposea,  Sonth  Africa  con- 
aumad  Inn],  machine,  and  other  oils  of  the  declared  valne  of  £151,091  ($719,898)  in 
1R96  and  £  121,680  ($5!(2.I5<!)  in  1K9T,  making  a  grand  total  of  £266,765  ($1,298,212) 
and  £2U,682  ($1,190,745),  reapectively. 

OUTPUT   OF    WIMBS   AND   tJPIBITS.' 


WlMi K«Uon»..l    t,*M,SI»  !    *,3T3,W1  '      4,re3,ffrg 

Bnady do....     1,140,553      i.ws.soa  ■     i,saB,Bio 

SpiriU do-...        388.854  373.B8e  I         372.37* 

Mautifacturers  pay  no  excise  or  tax,  but  imports  j>aj,  as  follows: 
Wine  esceediflg  2  per  ceut  but  not  more  tlian  50  per  cent  of  proof  spirit 
is  cliarged  a  duty  of  |2.07  per  imperial  gallon,  and  in  addition  9  iter  cent 
ad  yalorem.    Brandy,  $3.65  per  gallon. 

BANK  STATEMENTS. 

Friticipal  itant  in   the  gl 


Notes  in  circulation $690,703.38 

Deposits  fixed 9.790,710.33 

Deposit*  current 18,353.092.63 

Balance  due  to  head  office 21,793,351.30 

Coin 7,989,458.68 

Bills  discounted 14,079,129.18 

Otli.>r  advanoee 11,363,360.51 

Balance  due  from  branchea 11,691,919.35 

I  Fcoui  a  report  dated  November  3,  1898. 
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FINANCIAL   CONDITIONS.' 

The  God  Bul- General  says:  I  sabmil  a  brief  of  tbe  report  of  the  trea- 
SQrer-geaeral  of  Cajie  Colony  to  I'arlianient,  November  3, 1898,  to  wliich 
I  listened.  The  repoit  has  not  been  publisbeil,  but  the  following  may 
be  of  interest,  omitting,  as  did  the  treasurer,  the  units,  bo  that  aJI  tbe 
figures  are  not  actually  correct  but  approximate. 

Firt  sfiTif  M<"C€. 

Surjilus  of  rttveuiie  over  «xp»n(litaTe : 

1892-93 $1,473,000 

1893-94 1,784,000 

1894-95 1,165,000 

1895-96 6,611,000 

1896-97 2,607,000 

Paid  out  of  above  Burplna: 

Rednction  of  loan 1, 564,000 

Relaying 325,000 

PoBt-offlce 578,000 

Vaenam  brakes 816,000 

Railways 973,000 

Local  loons 488,000 

Irrigation 1,314,000 

RinSerpeet 4,378,000 

Some  of  iha  irenu  of  cotl  of  rinderp<tt. 

Fences »1. 074, 000 

Police 1,763,000 

Committee 162,000 

Conipeiiaatioii 812,000 

Tents  and  taipanliDS 38,000 

Other  items 131,000 

Rereime,  Cape  Colony,  1897-98, 

Estimated  revenue $33,671,480.00 

Realized  revenae 31,799,960.88 

Shortage 871,519.13 

Cnstoms  tecoTpts  in  1B97 9,958,013.66 

Tazpajers  paid 9, 000,  KO.  00 

'  Fram  a  report  dated  Novemtier  7,  1898. 
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TBADB   OF   CAPE   OOLONY   IN   18! 
IMPORTS. 


.„,.,., 

IMT. 

1808. 

qa.nilW«.- 

V.lon. 

QuutfUos. 

Value. 

M20, 880.28 

"""M5,'i49' 

♦403.553.89 

..BUllOBB.. 

m.m 

*,31RI,fl«.4T 
ei«,»M.»4 

t8a,4S3.u 

3.805.'o«2.4fl 

:.r.r:- 

*,7IW.2IS 
<.  898,  TOO 

8,911.620 

3,488.810 

i.*8«.2oe.si 

1.078.74140 

..poand... 

T7.4K3.S13 

14,i71,S73 

"817^:268 
I84,»T.»S7 

7».  008. 879 
3.819.800 
1.385.607 
3S2.98B 

18, 368. 113 

37,931,830 

::rr; 

do... 

It^^.'^ 

1,510.030.02 

..pound... 

t.29I,g» 

2.260.880 

i.S£^^ 

433,434.83 
1.720.310L43 

rmti" 

'S:3 

115.447 

•.300,8)14.87 
4.043,784.83 

BTS;  768.15 

245,743.05 
9IS,0mB7 

s^eiaiio 

3,  IBS.  5«.  at 

0,213,727.20 

4,311^337.05 

52^883.99 

Iron: 

Jewelry,  pkted  vne,  clDck>.«nd  w« 

103,310,03 

i2ShSVd'7;<;;C™CXw^' 

Inclndtag 

5. 388, 717. 16 

Heata.uIledaudpnMrred 

Fklnu,  iDolDdiiiii  tDrpeutine  uiA  tu 

..pound... 

1K;S 

8.298,297 
s!  we;  089 

333. 452.  G8 

518. 100. 60 

3,818,440.16 

339.340.39 
145,854.33 
2.874,991.04 

Klco 

..ponnd.- 

iB,4T«.sra 

19,421.224 

iS;:^."'^"r;;:::::;::;:::: 

Bplrfta  (Bl  I  ■<)««) 

.'.'gUiiOT.:: 

"■!S:S 

329,877 

1.409. 330. 45 

1,488.044.30 

BDK>t>Ddoaiid7 

-r^'!': 

T3,03«,«B 

a,20g,7M 

285.  Ml 

279,  eM 

«88,7W 

74,178,073 
2.780,608 
138.630 
1^:922 
520.010 
72;  497 

do.... 

is7s.W«8 

1,789;  322!  48 

The  total  Import,  for  1898  w«ra  «10,031.664  ($8a,B90.:92.49)  H  compared  vitli  177,511.895  for  1897. 

The  total  value  of  mercbaodlK  In  tninilt  fot  other  State,  wa.  *3.e74,788 "  —  " " 

pkred  vlUi  *33.2S5.S39.3<  for  1807. 
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TraO*  of  Cop*  CaImk,  /MS— CoDtinned. 

BXPOBTS. 


Artioto.. 

lavr. 

IMS. 

VJOB. 

Tmlae. 

4U,H» 

10,871 
I.MS 

i,i(«,«i 

ag*.oi« 

lis.  03* 

T.MO 
B«S,TIO 

i^iii ::■■■• 

Ooi».«t«.,l)€rley 

I^T"*"-" 

:::::r^;: 

F«Ui«r<  (Mtneh) 

p«™u.. 

■■"wi'mre 

•U.>U.gl 

1I.»1,«« 
3,  lis.  D7t 

la.isa.ise 
e»,ii7 

B0,386.«T 

10.MB.1M 
10. 870,011 

&70,U0 

»IS!S 

s,ai7.«oe 

S.1«7,0W 
ll.Wl.SBI 

dO.Wl 
73,7aBM 

.....i..ij.:: 

.■.■•■.SSS:: 

£~"^r--:F 

ITOTJ-.- 

Bklm.BO»t 

-■SS:: 

^'''^^::::::::::::::::::::. 

:;:;5r;: 

pwiid... 

SplrlU.>U  mnia 

10.09,  B38.K 

Tlis  toUl  -nbM  of  sipotta  fo 


•  1^5,318.701  |tI2S,2»,15a.W,  M  bmbiwwI  with  tag,9B7,aS 
BHIPFIBQ. 


1W7. 

IMS. 

No. 

Ton.. 

Bo. 

To 

.. 

■CUnd 

JS 

SiSIS 

i^ 

NATAI,.  I 
Imporli  forikaiix  momtkt  ended  June  So,  1837  and  ISOS. 


Artlole*. 

law. 

)8«7. 

QnmMtj. 

V^no. 

Qn.Dtltj. 

Vnlns. 

*3S,5a3 
100,  ou 

^88t 

'■^ 

H.ei4 

"J 

810,  lil 

tGaoso 

Aousall.  lire: 

in.  Mi 
562 

1.0U 
187 

t,Ul 

103,  MS 
G 

277 

iw,7oe 

gs^ 

i^S 

:::;;S:::;: 

SteS^-.:::;:::::::::::::::: 

n 

1,U( 

l.GM 

i.™:lS 

I  Ftoiu  ft  report  dated  September  23,  1896. 
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Itnporlt/or  Ihe  «u  monlJu  ended  June  SO,  1897  and  1S9S — Continued- 


Anna  and  HmmnDlUoD  ■- 

Gaaaand  gun  barruU,  -  -  - .barrel! 

PUtol*  ana  roTol  vers do. 

Caps:  Percmwloji.  detooato™ nuiol*i 

CartiidgOH.rlHeana  pistol do. 

Qnnpowder poaodi 

Load:  Sbotandbulleta ci<r 

DyDamite  aad  blattiag  compoonda |>aiiDdi 

Bags  of  all  iiniia,  empty 

B«ada poandj 

Braaa  and  copper: 

BhMt  oappBr  and  aheathlog  ToTahtpB 

Copper  warfifl -.  - .._,_ 


uid'otber 
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3S,MW 

"iio.'iii' 
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Imp«rUf«r  tke  ttx  montlu  ended  June  SO,  1S97  and  X89S—Caa%inafA. 
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iMporU  for  Ue  (u  moathi  mded  Jtate  SO,  1S97  and  1898 — Contioaed. 
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rial  for  the  GoTenunBnt  of  South  AMow  Ke- 

Falua  af  exports  of  produce  of  IfaUil  for  tlie  tic  month*  «nd»d  June  SO,  1898  and  /. 
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TALDB  DP  OOODS  IK  TEANSIT.' 

The  foUoving  figarea  give  the  value  of  goods  sent  under  transit  dntiee 
from  Natal  to  Uie  ander-mentioDed  terdtoriea : 


1S9S. 

1897. 

Reonbll 

{1 

•!,  752.334 
147. 7«1 
35. 7« 

*555,»1B 
27,103 

The  reveDiie  of  the  Natal  railways  in  the  last  tvo  years  was : 


The  working  expenditure  in  1S07  was  £583,U88  (92,837,698).  The 
Webb  &  Thompson  electric  staff  system  has  been  iiitrodnced,  and  part 
of  main  line  (83J  miles)  relaid  with  80-pouiid  steel  rails  (29,893  tons). 
One  hundred  high-sided  wagons  (cars)  have  been  made  in  tlie  colony, 
and  100  low-sided  wagons  (cars)  made  in  England  have  been  bought; 
these  cars  carry  22  tons  each. 

Uen  employed :  AsslgDed  Indians,  1,259;  free  Indians,  727 ;  natives, 
628;  total,  2,614. 

Total  length  of  railway  opened  for  traffic,  458j  miles. 
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Statement  of  traffic 

PasBongora  oairied 1,  031, 171 

Keceipta  from  paBsangerB $1,021,035 

Receipts  from  nonea,  carriage,  parcels $90,055 

Receipts  from  rents,  msiU,  etc 9Mt,  441 

ReeeiptB  per  train  mile ., ^.11 

RoceiptB  from  Kooda  (freight)  trafllo $3,968,903 

Freight  oarried : 

General  merchandise tons..  218,889 

Sugar do...  31,653 

Coal do...  180.570 

HinecBla do...  110,669 

Timber do...  46,004 

Wool do...  61,810 

Hides do...  1,873 

Com.  potatoee,  etc do...  86,628 

Sngaroane do...  7,687 

Firewood do...  3,682 

Livestock number..  B7,  fiW 

Boiling  stock  on  hand : 

Engines 117 

Tenders 12 

Eight- wheel  cars,  paasenger 134 

Six- wheel  cars,  paaaonger 114 

Four- wheel  cara,  passenger 20 

Eight-wheel  cars,  freight 987 

Six- wheel  care,  freight 588 

Four- wheel  oars,  fr^ht 247 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  TRADE  IN  1B97.' 

IMPORTS. 

ToUl  importa  of  South  Africa  in  1S97 $113,529,640 

Into  Natal 27,474,805 

Into  Delagoa  Bay 8,642,940 

Into  Cape  Colony  and  dependenoiea 77,611,895 

Total 113,629,640 

Of  imported  goods,  there  were  consumed  by — 

Cape  Colony 50,139,240 

Rhodesia 2,028,710 

Sonth  African  RepubUo 44,047,230 

Orange  Free  State ., 4,933,110 

NataT. 11,525,230 

Other  itates 856,120 

Total 113,629,6*0 

EXPORTS. 

Total  exports  of  South  Africa  in  1897 $99,297,326 

Cape  Colony 36,209,060 

Sonth  African  Republio '54,481,610 

Orange  Free  Statu 4,069,300 

Natal ". 8,536,856 

Total 98,287,825 
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The  agrioultaral  exports  of  Oape  Goloay  for  the  niDe  months  ended 
Septem^r  30, 1898,  were  (14,210,665,  an  increase  over  correnmnding 
period  of  1897  of  (2,495,745,  part  of  which  increase  was  ma^  up  as 
follows: 

HldM H68,M0 

AngorBhatt 291,931 

Feathers B3&818 

Wool 729,810 

CUSTOMS   RECBIPTB  AND  TAXIS. 

CoDtribnted  to  Cape  Colony  treaaarr  from — 

Onmgo  Free  State $158,136.83 

Beahnanaland 14,696.00 

Baaatoland 6,326.02 

Sooth  African  EepabLo 700,317.00 

EhodeBla 72, 137.« 

KbUI,  received  from  coBtoiUB 1,877,890.00 

Taxpayers  paid 882,090.00 

Contributed  to  Natal  treoaaiy  from — 

Orange  Free  State 418,390.00 

Sooth  Aftloan  Kepnblio 9&4, 478.95 

Orange  Free  State  received  from  ooatomB 788, 130.00 

Taxpsyenpaia 992,460.00 

Rho4«ef a  received  from  costoms 

Taxparera  paid 68,110.00 

SonthAftlaaiiKepDblio  received  from  onstoma 6,207,740.00 

Taxpayeis  paid 7,871,570.00 

With  a  white  population  of  850,000,  Sooth  AMea  paid  in  taxation 
in  1897,(26,712,580.  In  stamps  and  Ucenses,  there  were  paid  (4,130,285, 
more  than  £1,  or  (4.87,  per  head. 

OEITEBAI.  BEUABK8  ON  lUPOBTS  FBOM  UNITED  STATES. 

Under  date  of  September  23, 1898,  Oonsal-General  Stowe  writes: 
In  the  first  part  of  this  year,  there  was  a  decrease  in  imports  Ax)m 
the  United  States,  doe  to  the  wsvr  with  Spain,  etc.  An  improvement 
is  now  visible,  and  steameru  are  arriving  weekly  with  full  cargoes. 
Whether  this  is  in  part  owing  to  the  alleged  freight  war  in  the  United 
States  I  can  not  say,  bat  I  sabmit  the  following  from  the  British  and 
South  African  Oazette  of  September  2,  a  London  paper  that  is  pnb- 
lished  in  the  interests  of  Sonth  Africa  and  English  manufactarers,  and 
is  considered  the  leading  journal  in  that  respect : ' 

It  is  oleailj  evident  that  Uncle  Sam  bos  put  on  his  thinking  cap,  and  the  nubject 
which  be  Ib  noir  oonsiderinz  is  how  to  exploit  onr  South  African  poBSBssiona.  At 
the  present  time,  he  is  rather  at  a  disodvantBge,  for  onr  manufacturers  and  mer- 
ehants  have  control  of  the  market,  and  their  busineaa  arrangements  have  been  per- 
fected bj  veara  of  trial  and  experience  and  common  aaaimilatioii.  There  is  also  a 
solidarity  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother  country  which  it  is  difllcnlt  to  break 
throDgb.  All  the  same,  onr  Yankee  coustn  ia  hopeful  an<l  thoughtful.  He  aeex  that 
the  freight  rates  of  tbe  shipping  "com bine"  favor  hia  trade,  bat  reooKuizea  that  the 
cosh  basis,  which  ia  a  necessity  of  hia  buaiueaa,  is  inferior  oa  a  trade  stimulna  to 
the  credit  system  eatablished  between  the  British  manufoctutet  and  the  Sonth 
African  trader.  He  might  be  disposed  to  accord  this  advantage  were  he  assured 
s^ainat  rlak.  aud  he  pins  bis  faith  to  the  eetablinhnient  some  day  of  some  distinc- 
tively American  institntion,  which  will  provide  him  with  information  of  the  finan- 
cial standinx  of  hnyers  which  will  give  blm  this  assurance.  In  the  meauwhile,  he 
seeks  to  make  up  for  these  disadvantages  to  hit  bnainess  by  all  the  push  aud 
nsonroefnluesa — and  it  is  no  mean  quantity— which  Amerioan  iugeuuity  knows. 

'I  would  Boegeat  to  manufactarers  of  the  United  States  interested  in  Sonth 
African  trade  that  they  aabscribe  for  the  British  and  South  African  Gazette)  from 
which  they  will  obtain  roncb  information  and,  I  tmst,  1>eneflt. 
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His  study  of  hia  cuBtomera  i 
knows  uo  limit.  He  lets  no 
edge  the  merits  of  his 


unbonnded,  and  his  aocommodattoa  to  their  deaiiea 
'  opportunity  pass  to  bring  to  their  knowl- 
sale  reaulta,  confident  that  the  fntnie  will 


orders  he  is  booking  ri^bt  nnder  the : 


J>Aid  by  the 
ations.  On 
several  hands,  infomation  is  dail^  reBotaing  ue  of  the  succeen  which  ia  Attending  bis 
efforts,  which  is  full  of  admonition  and  wEumiug  to  home  firms.  When  foes  are 
equally  matched,  war  is  more  disaHtroiiB,  and  our  kinsmen  across  the  Atlantic  may 
be  reckoned  to  be  onr  equals,  if  not  sometimes  going  one  better.  For  these  reasons, 
the  need  for  introspection  and  circnmspectLon  by  British  traders  In  all  depart- 
ments—so often  unforced  in  the«e  columns— becomes  daily  moro  urgent,  if  we  are  to 
maintain  and  increase  our  hold  of  Sonth  AMoan  trade. 

To  show  the  decreaae  in  British  exports  to  Soath  Africa  for  the  six 
months  ended  June  30, 1898,  I  appeud  the  following: 


C-Ui.. 
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32,111,775 

7,473,053 
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A  demand  for  railway  material  and  piping  is  noticed,  and  aeveral 
representatives  of  American  producers  are  now  here.  There  was 
recently  landed  from  steamer's  from  the  United  States  a  large  unoaot 
of  steel  rails,  iron  piping,  and  mining  machinery;  over  a  handred 
windmills,  beside  pnmps  for  irrigation  parposes;  ^so  500  packages  of 
agricnltural  implements. 

In  connection  with  agricnltural  implements,  the  following,  also 
clipped  firom  the  paper  above  mentioned,  may  be  of  interest  to  the 
manofactarers  of  mowing  machines: 

Despite  the  fact  that  our  exhibition  show  yards  are  full  of  home  and  foreign  made 
mowing  machines  of  every  type  and  almost  every  design,  the  perfect  machine, 
capable  of  tackling  the  Natal  veld  with  its  nnmberlcBS  holTiiws  and  ioeqnalities,  has, 
I  venture  to  think,  yet  to  be  made.  Thechief  defect  of  all  tbc  machines  I  have  seen 
lies  in  the  use  of  the  driving-rod  principle,  which  Is  unable  t<i  stand  the  wear  and 
jolt  of  oar  rongh  veld.  What  in  raqoiied  is  some  other  method  of  working,  which 
also  allows  of  the  knifeboard  being  raised  at  right  angles  ftoui  the  gronnd  while  the 
machine  is  in  motion,  which  is  impossible  with  the  drivine-rod  arrangement.  With 
preseol  machineH  on  otir  rough  ground,  the  length  of  working  life  does  not  stand  at 
an  adequate  ratio  with  their  heavy  prime  cost,  and  thia  would  be  improved  b; 
meohoniam  in  the  way  I  have  mentioned  or  otherwise. 

A  demand  for  windmills,  pomps,  and  piping  ia  caused  by  antioipated 
irrigation  legislation,  and  the  present  activity  in  well  boring.  Pamping 
engines  are  also  in  demand.  The  Katal  government  is  entering  on  an 
extennive  scheme  of  irrigation  in  the  Tagela  Valley,  at  a  cost  of 
$450,000,  and  will  soon  have  4,000  acres  ander  irrigation. 

Dnring  the  six  months  ended  Jnne  30,  1898,  the  imports  of  piping 
into  Soath  Africa,  with  the  exception  of  the  port  of  Loaren^o  Marques, 
in  Portngnese  territory,  was : 


It  will  silsi)  be  noticed  that  while  the  importation  of  flonr  from  the 
United  States  has  decreased  in  1808,  the  imi>ort  of  wheat  has  increased 
£12,630  ($C1,41.'5),  an<l  I  Am  of  the  opinion  that  oar  labor  and  floor  sav- 
ing machinery  should  he  exhibited  here 
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While  the  importation  of  vehicles  has  fallen  off,  the  same  is  not  true 
of  bicycles.  The  imports  in  the  year  1897  exceeded  those  of  1896  by 
171  per  cent.  The  demand  coatinuesaud  the  machine  is  popular,  as  the 
roads  are  good  practically  daring  the  whole  year. 

Salt  and  preserved  (tinned)  meats  have  not  fallen  off,  but  have  ati 
increased  importation  of  £15,566  ($75,752). 

The  attention  of  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  should  be  called 
to  the  stove  trade  of  this  country.  The  stove  known  as  the  "  F  Swed- 
jsh"  is  the  principal  one  in  use.  It  is  small,  with  small  coal  space,  and 
small  ovoii,  bat  the  "plate"  is  heavier  than  the  Americans  make. 
Itecently,  some  sales  have  been  made  of  American  wroaght-iron  ranges, 
in  the  small  sizes  (4-hole),  and  they  are  well  liked.  Stoves  are  used  only 
for  cooking  purposes,  as  the  climate  is  moderate.  I  am  of  the  decided 
opinion  that  if  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  would  produce 
stoves  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  users  in  this  country,  a  large  trade 
could  be  opened  up.  As  tliey  would  be  8bip|>ed  "  knocked  down,"  the 
freight  wonld  not  be  excessive,  bat  in  order  to  successfully  compete  and 
to  produce  such  goods  as  are  required,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have 
samples  or  make  a  visit. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  packers  of  the  United  States  to  the 
following  advice  given  to  the  writer  by  a  native.  He  says,  if  hams  and 
bacon,  such  as  are  cured  in  the  United  States  with  sugar,  and  which 
lose  tbeir  flrmnesa  and  become  soft  while  crossing  the  equator  and  in 
tropical  countries,  were  first  wrapped  in  impervious  paper,  surrounded 
witii  pulverized  charcoal  to  the  thickness  of  half  an  inch,  and  then  put 
in  the  usual  sack  or  bag,  they  would  keep  firm  and  sweet  in  any  climate. 

The  following  paragraphs  from  British  journals  may  be  of  interest: 


It  ie  neoMSary  to  take  only  a  superftcial  glance  over  the  manifest  of  cargo  of  an; 
vewel  arriving  bere  direot  from  the  United  Statea,  to  appreciate  the  large  volnine  of 
busineea  now  oeing  done  with  that  coantry.  The  growth  of  onr  import  trade  with 
America  fumiBhcs  one  of  the  moet  remarkable  featnres  of  oar  oommeroo.  The  indi- 
cations are  that  it  will  go  on  still  farther  increaain);.-  We  have  now  in  Cape  Town, 
in  the  person  of  Colonel  Stowe,  an  American  consul-general  who  is  tirsl  of  all  a 
Gotnmercial  man,  and  lie  is  evincing  the  keenest  interest  in  promoting  our  trade 
relations  with  the  oonntrv  which  he  represents.  Farther,  with  the  growth  of  this 
business  there  have  aettled  among  as  icpreaentatives  of  large  American  firms  of 
nianafactnrers,  and  these  gentlemen  keep  theii  principals  well  ailvised  as  to  the 
peonliar  needs  of  South  AMea.  In  this  conneotion,  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  opin- 
ionsof  Mr.  James  V.  James,  of  the  Colonial- American  Importing  Company,  who, 
writing  from  Cape  Town  to  an  Amerioau  trade  Jonmol,  says  that  at  no  time  have 
Sooth  African  buyers  been  bo  prone  to  examine  the  claims  of  anything  American. 
Shipping  agents  know,  bnt  the  triuie  in  general  will, 'he  says,  bo  surprised  to  loam, 
that  the  combination  between  the  lines  of  steamers  plying  between  Capo  ports  and 
England  makee  theit  rates  of  freight  greater  than  between  New  York  and  tlio  same 
places.  It  is  in  fact,  cheaper  to  ship  from  New  York  to  this  British  colony  thnn  from 
tbe  mother  country  to  her  own  onspring.  Nevertheless,  Mr.  James  acknowledgos 
that  British  mannfactiirera  still  lead  in  this  market,  beoause  thoy  Qrst  opened 
the  trade  and  it  is  a  coDserrative  market.  Farther,  the  eon  still  clings  to 
the  motber  country,  thoogb,  for  ooTMlvee,  wa  are  rather  inclined  to  believe  that 
there  is  bd  maoh  that  is  practical  ationt  the  average  South  African  colonist  that  he 
isnot  over  inclined  to  be  patriotic  at  the  expense  of  his  pocket.  The  trade  in  Ameri- 
can and  ooatlDental  goods  has  demonstrated  that  fact.  Then,  tno,  it  is  urged  that 
the  British  msDDfoiitnrer  koowe  the  Sooth  A&ioan  trade  and  caters  to  the  same  by 
eztendiog  to  it  the  same  credits  that  are  allowed  at  home.  Here,  says  Mr.  James,  U 
tbe  great  barrier  to  tbe  extension  of  American  trade.  "The  elaborate  ratiug  sys- 
tem of  Dun  and  Bradstreet  does  not  extend  to  even  '  Lightest  African.'  The  Ameri- 
oan  mannliictnrer,  depending  npon  snoh  report  at  home.  Is  at  sea  to  know  how  far 
to  trust  South  African  merchant*.  Hence  tne  demand  foe  cash  destroys  tbe  oppor- 
tuDity  for  builclin)^  np  a  trade.  Of  course  there  is  a  credit  system  heie,  as  in  Eng- 
land, and  by  it,  it  is  possible  for  one  familiar  with  ita  workings  to  properly  rate  the 
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Htuudiug  of  buyeiB."  This  very  inteteeting  commuDictition  ooooluilee  with  the  hope 
Cb»t  the  day  is  not  far  d[HtaDt  when  the  ouward  movement  of  American  oiporta  to 
thin  ooiintry  will  be  osslBted  by  some  movement  similar  to  that  at  Caroooa,  and  the 
upiniou  JB  Bxpreased  that  the  represeutativea  of  such  an  exhibition  here  could  b« 
trnated  to  keep  ite  eEhibitore  informed  of  the  financial  Btandlne  of  bayers.  We 
have  quoted  loigely  &om  Mr.  James's  letter,  beoanae  i  t  goes  to  show  now  keenly  olive 
American  representatives  are  in  their  efforts  to  secure  a  Btill  larger  share  of  ODC 
trade.  NotrwithstandinK  the  drawback  in  the  matter  of  credit,  American  goods,  and 
particularly  agricultural  machinery,  have  became  very  popular  in  South  Amoo. 
lliere  is  someuiiiiK  aliont  the  goods  which  catches  the  fancy  of  the  colonial  bnyer, 
aod  British  mannfocturers,  warned  long  ago,  have  oonsldarable  leeway  to  nuke  np 
if  tbey  would  maintain  thetr  own. 


WHAT  ORRMANT   e 


9  TO  SOUTH   AFBIOA. 


In  the  table  below  are  set  out  Soath  African  exports  f^om  Hambarr  dnrinir  1897. 
We  have  made  a  special  featare  of  the  complete  enumeration  of  the  classes  of  goods 
dealt  in,  for  the  purpose  of  showing;  the  extremaly  diversified  charaoter  of  the  Ger- 
man export  trade  with  South  Africa,  and  how  iudnatriouB  our  Teutonic  rivals  are 
in  catering  for  the  requirements  of  the  smaller  consumer,  the  result  of  the  direct 
trading  with  whom  has  lad  to  the  almost  ftactiouol  ahlpmentB  of  the  heterogeneons 
mass  of  goods  which  are  set  out  in  detail  helow. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  figares  onlv  refer  to  Germany's  direot  oversea  trade 
with  South  Africa  in  German  bottoms  via  Hamborg,  no  shipments  of  any  oonse- 
qucQce  being  made  to  that  country  from  other  Germui  ports.  They  also  take  no 
cognizance  of  goods  forwarded  to  South  Africa  via  Antwerp,  Botterdam,  or  England, 
alUtOQgh  the  agores  are  donbtlesa  swollen  to  some  extent  by  the  inclusion  of  Aos- 
trlftu  and  Belgian  goods  shipped  via  Uambiirg. 

Oemutn  exporU  lo  South  J/riea. 
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OiTntan  expartt  to  South  Africa — Contiuned. 
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0«naam  orport*  to  Smith  Africa — Coutinned. 
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b  a  T^ort  dated  October  18, 1898,  Mr.  Stowe  says: 
The  following  vessels  and  tonnage  entered  into  tbe  ports  of  Sontb 
Africa  dnriog  the  six  months  ended  Jane  30, 1898: 


Port. 

Veweb. 

Todd.!.. 

1.1U 
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1.737 



reglatored  at  31,112  to 
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Tlie  classification  is  as  follows: 


KiUonallt;. 

T«»l..|  ToniiM*. 

A        "can 

1  '                «™ 

187 

MH 

Purtueeae... 
Svediih 

ToUl.. 


CAPE  COLONY,  a 


M7 

2.Sa3.Ul 

3.isa 

I.IM 

aTbIs  tmbis  is  from  m  report  dated  October  2T. 

While  ODlf  seven  American  vessels  entered  all  poTt«  of  South  AfHcB, 
■with  a  registered  tonnage  of  21,112  tons,  there  was  an  approximate  ton- 
nage of  over  600,000  tons  of  Americao  products  landed,  the  balance 
above  the  21,112  tons  being  shipped  in  foreign  bottoms;  and  it  will  be 
remembered  that  registered  tonnage  does  not  mean  cargo  tonnage,  as 
vessels  carry  more  than  the  registered.  I  also,  in  this  connection, 
desire  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  other  American  productions 
come  through  other  countries.  The  system  of  agencies  of  American 
manufactures  and  products  in  London  and  other  cities  for  export  di»- 
tribntiou,  is  to  be  deprecated.  While  it  means  more  work  and  some 
sacrifice  in  profits  for  a  tJme  to  deal  direct,  in  the  end  it  will  be  more 
remunerative,  and  have  a  better  tendency  to  hold  the  trade  acquired. 

I  do  not  desire  to  depreciate  the  work  of  the  foreign  export  connec- 
tions, for  tbey  have  done  good  service  in  introducing  American  produc- 
tions in  foreign  countries;  bat  is  not  the  time  near  at  hand  when 
American  producers  should  have  their  trade  direct! 

A  merchant  marine,  protected  by  a  subsidy  system  (without  which 
it  would  seem  there  could  be  no  oompetilioii  with  the  subsidized  mer- 
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cluiiit  marine  of  other  conotries),  woaM  bring  maritime  indepeodence, 
and  the  ocean  freights  wooJd  realize  very  large  and  satiafactory  retoms, 
not  only  to  the  shipowners  bat  to  the  Unit«d  States  as  welL 


DECLABBD  2XFOBT8. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  REPUBLIC. 

Oongnl  Hacram  sends  from  Pretoria,  Sovember  12, 1898,  copy  of  a 
report  on  the  gold  production  in  the  Sooth  African  Republic,  including 
that  of  the  Band  (Johannesburg),  for  the  month  of  October  and  the  first 
ten  months  of  1888,  compiled  by  the  Chamber  of  Mines.  Extracts  are 
pven  below : 


The  Bond  has  at  iMt  ftoMeved  and  surpMoed  a 
u  the  prodnctiou  for  a  single  month  of  twentv-cig 
tout  honre,  then,  witneoo  the  recovery  of  14,^  o 
jEEO,000  («i43,326). 

With  yesterday's  declaration,  the  eold  winnings  of  the  whole  Eepnblio  oome  well- 
nlgh  to  thiee  and  three-qaarter  millioDB,  or,  to  give  the  exaot  flgorea,  3,700,908 


n  ontpnt  of  400,000  oanoes  of  gold 
'  t  working  daya.  Everytwenty- 
:noea  of  gold,  worth  rather  or«r 
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oniioes.  A.t  the  rate  we  are  now  ^oing,  thn  total  for  the  whole  of  IR98  would  be  over 
fuur  and  a  half  milliooa. '  Bat  it  is  well  to  qualify  thia  forecast.  Many  of  the  mines 
ore  ronning  short  of  that  most  necesBaty  pToviaion — water.  Already  we  hftTfl  the 
richest  mine  of  the  Raud,  the  Bonanza,  with  its  stampa  hong  np  on  their  oatcbea, 
for  want  of  water  for  tbe  amalgamation  and  the  oyaniding  prooeHaes.  This  ahort- 
noBB  of  water  has  already  affected  the  Ootober  schednlea,  for  neither  the  Stanhope 
nor  the  Geldcnhuis  Main  Reef  are  ahle  to  record  an  ounce  of  gold,  while  the  New 
Modderfonteiit  ran  half  time  only. 

It  is  indeed  wonderful  that  the  oompaniea  hare  been  able  to  continae  ctnabinE 
operations  with  such  rigor.  To-day,  the  Rosherville  dam  is  diy.  The  lake  at  Vogel^ 
I'ontein  is  also  at  very  low  water  mark.  It  Is  U>  be  feared  that  nnlees  there  are 
heavy  Bhowers  during  the  nest  few  days,  the  "water  qnestion"  will  largely  affect 
tbe  output  relarns  for  November. 

The  value  nf  October's  423,000  onnces,  being  the  prodnctiou  ftom  all  the  gold 
mines  in  the  State,  is  just  upon  i:i,500,000  ($7,2^,750),  which  m»y  be  compared  with 
£11,653,72.)  ($56,712,853),  the  gross  value  for  1887,  and  £12,208,411  ($59,412,232),  the 
value  of  the  j^old  productioa  of  tbe  United  States  in  the  aame  year.  AJtbongh  tbe 
combined  mines  of  Colorado,  California,  Dakota,  Montana,  Alaska,  and  Nevada  pnt 
out  more  gold  lost  year  than  did  the  South  AOrican  liepublic— the  35  miles  of  Rand 
and  the  "scrapings"  of  Barbertou,  Lydenburg,  and  Klerksdorp^it  il  not  likely 
that  the  Transvaal  will  take  second  place  thia  year.  Deep  levels  continue  on  the 
np  grade,  as  their  productiou  in  October  was  106,426  ounces.  It  is  the  flret  time 
that  the  hundred  thousand  has  been  exceeded.  No  less  than  1,134  atampa  were 
employed,  compared  with  1,017  in  September.  Perhaps,  before  the  end  of  the  year 
comea,  the  deep  levela  will  be  found  to  have  contributed  upward  of  a  million  ounces 
to  tbe  1898  total.  It  is  about  time  that  the  significance  of  this  was  felt  by  inveatora. 
Yesterday's  record  was  in  greater  measure  attributable  to  the  longer  running  time 
of  the  mills,  for  the  stamping  power  waa  merely  augmented  by  67  stamps.  It  is  not 
likely  that  November  will  see  an  improvement  on  tbe  Ootober  lignrea,  but  the 
December  return  should  prove  a  fittiue  final  declaration  for  the  year.  It  is  note- 
worthy that  not  ouly  is  tbe  nnmbei  of  atamps  at  work  being  increased,  but  the  rate 
of  JDorease  is  increasiuK-  When  the  continuation  of  tbe  main  reef  to  the  east  is 
exploited,  aa  It  soon  will  be,  when  tbe  miles  and  milee  of  neglected  gold  reef  are 
ringing  nader  the  slnioes,  these  figaree  will  seem  insignificant  except  to  the  remi- 
niscent. 


Fnrai- 

Beptomtwr. 

October. 
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tlS  1! 

122. 87T      0 
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Or.     D»t 
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,    „  .   , .  -  ,-  '  August,  and  22,663 

ounces  for  the  month  of  July. 

The  details  above  given  of  the  October  output  show  that  tbe  largest  proportion 
of  the  increase  was  from  the  mills,  which  show  an  improved  yield  of  about  12,000 
oances.  From  concentrates,  there  is  only  an  advance  of  375  ounces.  The  gross 
yield  from  tailings  is  practically  4,000  ounces,  while  the  gold  won  from  slimes  is 
1,200  oanoes  mote  than  in  September.     The  net  Witwatarsrand  increase  is  16,711 

As  regards  the  ontside  districts,  there  is  a  decline  of  a  coople  of  thousand  ounces. 
The  aggregate  of  the  deep  levels  is  106,128  ounces.    For  the  first  time,  as  was  pre- 
dicted, the  aggregate  of  the  100,000  ounces  has  been  surpassed. 

'Note  by  Bureau  of  Foreign  Commerce,  March  13, 1899:  In  a  report  dated  January 
31, 1899,  Conaul  Macrum  says  that  the  output  for  tbe  year  1898  amoDDted  to  4,555,000 
ounces,  valued  at  over  £17,000,000  ($82,722,000).  The  output  for  tbe  last  fifteen 
yeaiB  waa  valued  at  £71,000,000  ($346,480,000). 
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Deoember  anch  bitaU  will  be  secored  by  compaoiea  of  tbis  class  that  the  lovol  mil- 
lion for  th«  year  will  be  approached  or  nveu  exceeded.  Uut  it  aeeius  doubtful.  The 
Bonanza  ia  closed  down,  its  mill  is  silent,  and  tbis  is  a  most  serions  faotor.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Crown  Deep  may  tiud  it  posaible  to  couple  up  a  few  more  of  its 
atampa,  and  the  liobineon  Deep  will  gradually  bring  more  heads  into  operation.  So 
wiUt  the  French  Rand,  which  in  October  bad  15  stampe  idle.  It  would  he  both 
remarkable  and  noteworthy  if  thia  record  were  aecured,  but  an  far  as  one  oan  Hee  at 
present,  it  ia  not  likely  that  more  than  a  close  approach  will  be  made.  Even  that 
will  demand  the  moat  f&Torable  incidental  circumstancea. 

The  relation  of  the  deep  pTodnotion  to  the  Band  total  works  out  at  20^  por  cent, 
against  2S  per  cent  in  September. 

September  aaw,  for  the  first  time,  the  number  of  atampa  beini;  opurated  on  the 
deep-level  properties  exceed  1,000.  This  month  there  is  a  larger  i-"— ■-'■  "" 
stamps)  tluui  In  any  preriooa  month  this  year. 

PBOHIMKNT 

la  the  subjoined  table  are  classed  the  leading  oompaniee,  those  prodooing  over 
7,500  onnoee  of  bullion,  repreaenting  roughly  £25,000  In  value. 

Until  the  ohamber'a  analysiB  ia  published,  it  is  only  practicable  to  give  the  flgnree 
of  bullion  ontpnt,  and  the  companlee  are  perforce  arranged  on  that  basis.  It  mnat, 
however,  be  remembered  that,  owing  to  the  variation  in  Che  bullion,  the  positions 
may  not  he  the  aame  as  those  acconling  to  the  flue-gold  etaudard,  Uudonbtedly 
the  best  way  to  compare  ia  on  a  value  basia,  which  ia  a  principle  followed  by  the 
Stats  Mining  Engineer's  Department,  beeidea  being  common  with  American  and 
other  mining  companies.  It  would,  we  ale  inclined  to  urge,  be  a  vast  improvement 
if  the  ohamber  made  the  dealaiation  in  pounds  sterling.  The  present  crude-onnco 
basis  Is  most  unaatia&otory,  because  it  is  an  indefinite  unit  The  quantity  factor  iH 
definite^tmly,  but  an  element  of  IndeflniteaeBS  is  introduced  in  the  quality  of  the 
~~'d.  There  IB,  beaides  this,  another  great  advantage  which  would  enaueon  a  valne 
lis  of  declaration.     People  are  accustomed,  as  it  were,  to  think  in  pounds,  shil- 


goU 


290 


COHUEBCIAL  BELATIOITS. 


lings.and  p«nce — "the  £  b.  d.  of  life,"  as  Botneone  has  called  it.  Few,  howeyw, 
obtam  a  proper  idea  of  the  ontput  when  it  is  deolarnd  as  ho  monj  thonaand  odoom. 
But  the  greatest  advantage  of  all  is  in  reapeot  of  intemation^  compariHOnH.  A 
cmde  oanoe  here  may  be  of  quite  different  value  to  a  bullion  oanoe  in  America,  in 
Australia,  ot  in  India.  With  the  declaration  in  pounds  aterling,  these  difSouIties 
would  bu  swept  away.  It  is  certainly  a  radical  alt«ratioa,  but  radioal  altenttlous 
ace  frequently  beneficial  even  if  they  are  not  absolutely  neoesBary. 

Leading  eompaniafor  Oatobtr,  with  figure*  for  tkeprectding  month. 
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The  following  statements  as  to  the  trade  of  the  Transvaal  are  ih>m 
a  report  by  Oousul-General  Stowe,  dated  September  8, 1898: 

FoIm  of  inporlali4Mt  fivM  Europe  to  the  South  Jfriaan  Etpublie. 
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A  Bmnmary  of  the  foregoing  figarea  shows  the  total  valtte  of  the  trade 
of  Cape  Colony  with  the  Transvaal  in  1897  to  be  as  follows : 

Diiect  importationH  from  aver  sea 920,363,572 

Bought  in  the  Colon; 6,946,671 

Total 27,310,243 

Deoreaw  from  1896 : 11,705,602 

The  total  valae  of  the  trade  of  Katal  with  the  Transvaal  in  1897  was 
as  follows : 

DiMOt  importatioDB  from  over  He» 4<11,339,M2 

Bonghl  in  the  Colony 6,232,181 

Tot«dinl897 : 17,571,223 

Total  in  1896 14,604,527 

IncMBse 2,966,696 

The  total  valae  of  the  trade  of  LoareD(,-o  Marquez  iit  1897  with  the 
Transvaal  was  as  follows: 

Direct  Importations  i^m  over  sea 912,936,237 

Bongbt  from  DelaKoa  Bar 3,91«,348 

Total  inl897 16,884,585 

Total  in  1896 10,343,955 

iDorease 6,540,630 


8UFPLEMENTART  REPORT. 

I  inclose  a  list  of  the  dividends  paid  by  the  mining  companies  of  the 
Soath  African  Bepablic  during  the  year  1898. 

It  mast  be  remembered  that  this  ha»  been  a  remarkably  dull  year,  so 
&r  as  ordinary  business  ia  concerned,  and  the  mining  companies,  it 
is  freely  said,  are  not  working  up  to  their  full  capacity;  but,  neverthe- 
less, the  production  and  profits  have  been  greater  this  year  than  ever 
before.  When  the  difi'erences  that  are  said  to  exist  between  the  gov- 
ernment and  capital  have  been  removed  or  adjusted,  the  Transvaf^,  it 
is  predicted,  will  see  a  most  wonderfnl  boom. 

It  would  appear  that  the  payment  of  such  enormous  dividends  should 
produce  a  marked  business  activity,  until  it  is  realized  that  fully  90  to 
95  per  cent  of  these  profits  go  to  Europe,  leaving  but  a  small  fraction 
to  be  put  in  circulation  at  home. 

Chas.  B.  Macbuh,  Consul. 

Pbbtobia,  December  31, 1898. 
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Mining  dieidendt  in  1398—CoatiimoA. 
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BANKma  IB  THE  SO0TH  AFEICAN  EEPUBLIO. 

Oonsal  Macram  sends  from  Pretoria,  nnder  date  of  .lannary  21, 1899, 
a  coodenBed  statement  of  tbe  Kational  Bank  of  tbe  South  A&ican 
Repnblic,  pablished  in  tbe  Government  Gazette;  also  a  tabnlated 
statement  of  the  basiness  done  by  the  Postal  Savings  Bank,  brancbes 
of  which,  says  Mr.  Macmm,  have  been  established  at  each  of  the  post- 
ofiBces  in  the  State.    The  statements  are  as  follows: 


CoHifeiiteil  itatement  on  December  SI,  I. 


Gold  nnd  Bilrca  money  kod  bnlliofi 591,727      2      0 

Notwof  otb«rbuikB 6,605      0      0 

598,332      2     0 

DepfMltstrithothoilianlcsBtidooRMpoitdento.  917,710    18      7 

Dspoailfl  in  other  bnnka  in  Sonth  Amerioan  Repnblio 917,740    18      7 

Government,  railwM  and  mnnicipal  sconritjeo 

MdoMigations 469,936      7    10 

Covering  of  the  reserve  faod 37,600     0     0 

807,636     7    10 


^dbvGoo^^lc 


COHHEBCIAL  BELATIONS. 


DIsoonntB 1,733,458 

Bank  buildings 64,680 

Fninitnre,  stationery,  andatampa 25,610 

Sandry  aooonnta 206,443 

Billa  rM«lvftbl«,  pet  contra 146, 8S1 


4,190,B51 
Liabilitiea:  £         t.  d. 

AntboiiMd  capital 1,002,000    0    0 

Capital  paid  in 1,002,000 

Beservefund 37,600 

Bank  notes  in  oiicDlation 317,074 

Deposits,  Booonnts — current  and  other  aoooimts 2,^4,033 

Bills  payable 16,103 

Sundry  acoouuts 46,990 

Bills  for  oolteotioii 146,861 


4,190,651    15     3 


POSTAL  SAVINGS    BANK   IN   THK  BOOTH   AFRICAN   RRPUDLIC. 

FroM  January  1,  189S,  to  Dtoember  31, 1S9S. 
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Valat  of  erpi>rt»  ieclartdfor  tht  United  Slalei  at  Zaiusibar  during  Ike  year  «nd«d  Junt  St 
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KORTH  AMERICA. 


DOMINION  OF  CAIfADA. 

REPORT  FROM  CONeUIiATE-GENEBAL  AT  OTTAWA.' 

The  year  past  bas  been  considered  by  Canada  an  exceedingly  pros- 
perons  one.  Bneiness  in  all  branches  has  been  good,  and  in  oertain 
lines,  the  development  has  been  rapid. 


Statistics  show  that  the  total  imports  into  Canada  for  1887  amonnted 
to  $119,218,609,  and  the  exports  to  $137,950,253,  or  an  excess  of 
exports  over  imports  of  $18,731,644.  Of  the  imports,  9111,294,021  was 
for  home  consamption,  and  the  total  imports  and  exports  amounted  to 
$257,168,862.  These  flgnres  do  not  incluile  exports  and  imports  of 
coin  and  bullion.  Of  these  amounts  (including  coin  and  bullion]  there 
were  imported  from  the  United  States,  $70,766,316,  or  69.36  per  cent 
of  the  whole,  and  exported  thereto  $49,373,472,  or  35,79  per  cent 
Great  Britain  and  colonies  sent  $31,562,865,  or  26.47  per  cent,  and 
took  from  Canada  goods  to  tbe  amount  of  $82,238,023,  or  59.61  per  cent. 
The  balance  of  the  world  took  from  Canada  the  remaining  4.60  per 
cent  of  her  exports. 

The  dutiable  imports  averaged  $14.29  per  head  of  population,  and 
the  ftee  imports  $8.70  per  h«Ml.  The  exports  averagwl  $26.60  per 
head,  and  the  total  trade  $49.59  per  head.  The  duties  collected  on 
imports  were  $19,891,997,  an  average  of  $3.84  per  head.  The  percent- 
age of  dnty  on  imported  goods,  dutiable  and  free,  was  16.69  per  cenL 

The  total  imports  of  dutiable  goods  for  1897  was  $74,108,590,  a 
reduction  of  about  $150,000  from  the  previous  year.  Free  goods 
amonnted  to  $40,433,825,  or  62  per  cent  of  dutiable  goods.  Those 
entered  for  home  conanmption  amounted  to  60  per  cent  of  the  whole. 

The  total  value  of  imports  for  home  consumption  was  $111,294,021. 
Of  this,  Great  Britain  flirnished  $29,412,188,  or  26.43  per  cent,  and  the 
United  States  $61,649^041,  or  55.39  per  cent.  The  duties  collected  on 
imports  from  Great  Bntain  were  $6,205,367,  and  from  the  Unil;^  States 
$8,147,075. 

The  followiog  table  gives  articles  imported  for  home  consamptlon 
under  groaps  or  classes: 
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The  percentage  of  each  of  the  above  dasBes  to  total  imports  is:  A, 
17.62;  B,  22.37;  0,  17.40;  D,  34.84;  B,  7.77. 

Canada  imported  from  the  United  States  the  following  goods  to  the 
amount  of  $600,000  or  over:  Bicycles  and  tricycles,  $732,812;  books, 
etc.,  $538,846;  grain  of  all  binds,  $590,009;  carriages  of  aU  kinds, 
$610,366:  coal,  $8,909,803;  cotton  and  cotton  manufactnres,  $1,119,147; 
drugs,  dyes,  chemicals  and  inediciiice,  $1,558,886;  fruits,  green, 
$583,080;  iron  and  steel  and  manufactures  therefrom,  $8,805,060 ;  leather 
aDdleather^oode,$l,103,T30;oil8,  kerosene,  etc.,$6I3,188;  paper  andman- 
ufactures  thereirom,  $686,172 ;  seeds  audroot»,  $524,794 ;  sugar,  $804,991 ; 
tobacco  and  manufactures  therefrom,  $2,053,942;  wood  and  manufactures 
therefrom,  $511,173;  lumber  and  timber,  $1,520,824;  hides,  $2,106,718; 
wool,  unmanufactured,  $507,473;  cotton  wool,  $3,097,343;  crude  rubber, 
$1,038,200;  coin  and  bullion,  except  United  States  coin,  $4,625,699; 
Indian  com,  $718,381. 

Canada  exported  during  the  year  the  following  values  under  the  dif- 
ferent headings  (sawed  lumber  being  classed  as  "  mannfactnres") : 
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Of  the  products  exiiorted  to  the  United  States,  lumber  is,  of  course, 
by  far  the  most  prominent,  followed  by  coal,  gold  and  silver  quwtz, 
fisb,  bides,  wool,  hay,  sheep,  cattle,  wood  pulp,  and  whisky,  in  the 
order  named. 

In  all  tbe  foregoing  figures  I  have  given  the  comparative  figures  of 
tbe  trade  with  both  tbe  United  States  and  England  (or  Great  Britain, 
which  term  includes  colonies  as  well),  and  the  result,  notwithstanding 
preferential  tariffs,  etc.,  can  not  be  other  than  gratifying  to  us. 

TBANBPORTATION. 

The  first  season  of  tbe  new  lake  and  rail  tine  between  United  States 
ports  on  tbe  lakes  and  Montreal,  via  Georgian  Bay  and  tbe  Parry  Sound 
and  Canada  Atlantic  railways,  mention  of  which  has  been  made  in 
previous  reports,  has  proven  a  success  beyond  expectations.  This  line 
was  inaugurated  to  divert  shipments  of  grain,  ete.,ftom  [Jnit«d  States 
ports  to  Montreal,  reaching  deep-water  ships  by  a  much  shorter  haul 
than  by  any  United  States  port. 

The  following  ttvble  represents  approximately  the  tonnage  handled 
over  this  line  during  the  past  season: 


DeurtpUon. 

QaiDtig.. 
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Gnin  shipped  to  Nov  EnKlind  porta 
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do.... 

Flour  indrwd  to  Sow  EnglMd  points : 

do.... 

There  is  also  considerable  grain,  flour,  etc.,  now  in  the  elevators  and 
warehouses  of  this  line,  to  go  forward  in  bond  during  tbe  winter. 
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All  of  the  above  was  drawn  from  the  United  States  via  Chicago, 
Milwaukee,  and  Dnlutb,  and  the  rash  of  freight  was  so  great  as  to 
tax  the  facilities  of  the  rail  part  of  the  line  to  its  utmost  limit.  The 
handling  capacity  of  the  port  of  Montreal  was  aiieqnal  to  the  task, 
and  for  a  time  a  serioas  blockade  existed  there.  It  was  reported  that 
between  300,000  and  400,000  bnehelB  of  grain  were  handled  with 
BhovelB,  OB  the  elevators  could  not  take  care  of  it.  There  is  no  doabt 
bat  that  the  war  scare,  and  the  consequent  stoppage  of  nliipments 
tram  United  States  ports,  turned  a  large  amount  of  this  freight  in  this 
direotion,  and  it  remains  for  another  season's  business  to  »bow  whether 
or  not  the  volume  will  be  kept  np.  The  fact  exists,  however,  that,  with 
the  exception  of  inadeqaate  harbor  facilities  at  Montreal,  the  line  will 
prove  to  be  a  factor  of  no  small  power  in  moving  the  Western  grain 
crop,  and  some  steps  should  be  taken  by  the  United  States  lines  of 
transportation  to  prevent  the  diversion  of  so  much  traflic  from  United 
States  porta  to  this  line.  Preparations  are  being  made  to  remedy  the 
lack  of  facilities  at  Montreal,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  another  season. 

The  Georgian  Bay  canal  scheme  isbeingagitated  all  along  the  line  of 
the  canal.  Meetings  are  being  held  to  discuss  and  indorse  the  project, 
and  an  English  syndicate  has  been  formed  to  build  the  canal,  pn>- 
vided  the  Canadian  Qovernment  will  guarantee  the  interest  at  2  per 
cent  on  bondn  to  the  amount  of  #17,000,000  to  run  twenty  years.  The 
oatlook  is  considered  bright  for  the  early  commencement  of  the  work. 


The  Klondike  excitement  temporarily  lulled  the  mining  boom  in  the 
more  easterly  regions  of  Canada,  bat  interest  is  again  being  ronsed  in 
the  possibilities  nearer  home^  and  a  nomber  of  rich  finds  daring  the 
past  season  have  helped  to  stimulate  it.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the 
Province  of  Ontario  is  rich  in  minerals,  but  the  development  has  been 
comparatively  slow,  there  being  in  many  oases  a  reluctance  on  the  part 
of  capital  to  go  into  these  fields. 


Lumber,  which  has  for  yearB  been  the  leading  and  in  fact  almost  the 
only  industry  of  Ottawa,  is  slowly  declining,  owing  to  the  increasing 
distance  &om  the  forests  where  the  logs  are  cut.  The  magnificent 
water  power,  which  is  almost  in  the  center  of  the  city,  is  expected, 
however,  to  make  Ottawa  a  manufacturing  center,  as  room  for  snch 
establishments  is  acquired  by  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  lumber 
mills.  This,  however,  will  be  gradual,  and  Ottawa  will  be  the  lumber 
center  for  many  years  to  come. 

CHABLES  E.  TTTB5BB, 

Oonsul-QeneraL 

Ottawa,  December  23, 1398. 


KEPOBT  FROM  CONSUI.ATB-GBN15RAL  AT  MONTREAX.' 

Bosinees  conditions  in  the  Province  of  Qoehec  dnring  the  six  months 
ending  June  30  have  been  genenUIy  favorable.  There  has  been  a 
steady  growth  of  activity  in  many  branches  of  the  distribating  trade, 

'In  reply  to  cironlar  of  AogaatS. 
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and  the  movemeDt  promises  to  gather  force  dnriog  the  balance  of  the 
year.  Tbe  export  trade  has  been  good,  paiticalarly  in  agricultural  and 
dairy  products.  Bank  clearings  indicate  the  largest  volume  of  bneiness 
ever  done  at  this  port  and  in  this  Province.  Additional  evidence  in  the 
same  line  is  furnished  by  some  figures  supplied  by  Hon.  Mr.  Fielding, 
minister  of  finance.  The  circulation  of  the  small  Dominion  notes  of 
the  denomination  of  $1  and  $2  isjastly  regarded  as  a  very  good  indi- 
cation of  the  volnme  of  business  that  is  being  done.  When  trade  is 
slack,  the  demand  for  these  small  notes  falls  olF.  When  trade  is  brisk, 
tbe  circulation  increases. 

A  statement  of  the  circulation  of  these  small  notes  on  June  30  last 
shoved  an  increase  of  $632,Ii)2  above  the  figures  at  the  close  of  the 
previous  fiscal  year.  Large  and  gratifying  as  this  increase  was,  the 
flgares  for  the  past  three  months  afford  even  stronger  evidence  of 
the  expansion  of  trada  The  increase  of  circulation  from  Jnly  1  to 
September  30, 1898,  was  $789,169.  The  amount  of  these  notes  in  circu- 
lation on  September  30  was  $8,367,000,  an  increase  of  nearly  a  million 
and  a  half  dollars  in  fifteen  months. 

A  new  and  vast  enterprise  has  been  projected,  is  now  under  discus- 
sion in  business  circles,  and  will  doubtless  be  presented  at  the  next 
session  of  the  Dominion  parliament,  to  secure  for  the  port  of  Montreal 
a  share  of  tbe  immense  trade  of  Lakes  Superior  and  Michigan.  The 
proposition  is  to  bnild  what  is  called  tbe  Georgian  Bay  Canal,  so  as  to 
shorten  the  communication  between  the  Great  Lakes  and  this  city  by 
366  miles,  and  have  a  waterway  to  the  interior  of  the  country,  which 
wonid  not  be  equalled  by  any  other  similar  enterprtsc  in  the  world.  The 
projectors  of  the  scheme  are  full  of  energy,  and  it  is  believed  it  will 
have  a  favorable  reception  when  presented  to  parliament. 

TBADB  WITH  THE  TmiTBD   STATES. 

The  course  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Oanada  has  for 
some  years  been  one  of  expansion.  Variations  in  its  amount  have 
occurred,  owing  to  tariff  changes  and  the  lower  or  higher  capacity  of 
the  Canadian  people  to  purchase  foreign  goods,  but  these  variations 
have  been  only  temporary  in  their  effect,  wlieu  they  restricted  the 
imports  into  Canada  of  goods  from  the  Qnited  States. 

Separated  as  the  two  countries  are  by  only  an  imaginary  l;ne,  the 
most  friendly  relations  should  be  cultivated  between  the  two  people. 
A  year's  observation  convinces  me  that  the  largest  reciprocity  in  trade 
practicable  should  be  arranged  for  by  mutual  reductions  of  duties  on 
many  articles. 

The  United  States  duty  on  lumber,  hay,  live  stock,  and  barley  is  well- 
nigh  prohibitory.  This  in  a  great  measnre  restricts  trade  and  turns 
away  many  purchases  of  American  goods.  It  is  more  convenient  for 
Canadians  to  purchase  in  tlie  Uniteil  States  than  from  any  other 
country;  but  to  obtain  their  custom  to  the  fullest  extent,  they  must  be 
allowed  to  enter  their  products  into  our  markets  without  excessive 
duty.  By  a  larger  reciprocity,  I  feel  confident  the  United  States  would 
be  greatly  tbe  gainer. 

A  comparison  of  the  statistics  of  imports  of  manufactured  goods  from 
the  United  States  into  Canada,  l^m  1893  to  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal 
year,  ending  June  30,  1898,  with  the  statistics  of  imports  from  Qreat 
Britain  into  Canada  for  the  same  period,  shows  with  striking  clearness 
the  fact  that  the  United  States  has  been  gradually  but  steadily  captur- 
ing more  and  more  of  this  trwle,  while  Great  Britain  during  the  same 
period  has  been  losing  its  hold. 
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The  following  ia  a  list  of  the  goods  imported  from  Great  Britain  into 
Canada,  ttie  import  of  which  in  1897  was  lesa  than  in  1S93,  while  the 
import  of  the  same  olaas  of  goods  from  the  United  States  exceeded  that 
of  1893: 


lucrvaMOf 
impart*  From 
United  StU« 


WsCebM  uid  OWM. 

CordBge 

Cotbm  good* 

GlMa  ud  (Kookar)'. 

Jewi^rr,  MO 

Asrtotutanl  Imp 


AH  other  Iron  goodi.  - - 

Biub^T  meUl  a»d4 . . . 
SoieiiUfla  liutnunenU . 

Paiuta  aad  oolora 

8Ub  and  ribbon* 

Diew  aad  pleae  goods. 

UmbnllM r. 

Wood,  and  munifbo- 

tnrMot 

Wool  and  voolen  fooda 


The  above  list  practic^y  inolades  the  great  batk  of  the  maoafactared 
goods  imported  into  Canada  from  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
It  shows  in  what  classes  of  goods  the  American  manofoctnrer  has  been 
saccessfhl  in  his  competition  with  the  mannfactorers  of  Great  Britain 
in  the  markets  of  Canada.  In  boilders'  and  cabiDetmakers'  hardware, 
the  goods  made  in  the  United  States  have  almost  adiiev^  a  monopoly, 
as  have  also  brass  tubing  and  other  brass  goods.  This  has  resolted 
from  the  fact  that  our  manafactorers  have  made  a  close  study  of  the 
tastes  and  requirements  of  the  Canadian  consumer.  Canadian  dealers 
show  their  appreciation  of  United  States  ^oods  by  confining  their 
imports  to  them.  It  is  Uie  opinion  of  importers  of  such  goods  from  the 
United  States  as  come  more  or  leas  into  competition  with  those  from 
Great  Britain,  that  the  diBcrimination  in  favor  of  British  goods  of  a 
25  per  cent  redaction  in  duty  will  have  only  a  trifling  effect,  if  any  at 
all,  apon  the  volume  of  imports  from  the  United  States. 

Canadian  oonshmers  of  the  leading  articles  made  of  iron  or  steel, 
or  a  combination  of  them,  and  of  other  metallic  goods,  show  such  a 
decided  preference  for  those  made  in  the  United  States  that  they  will 
not  take  British  goods,  even  if  the  preferential  duty  cause  them  to  be 
proportionately  lower  in  price.  At  the  same  time,  they  consider  it 
would  be  well  ror  United  Stetes  manufacturers  to  avoid  presuming  upon 
the  advantage  they  have  acquired  by  iuditference  to  the  quality  of  the 
goods  they  send  to  Canada,  by  less  careful  packing,  or  by  neglecting  to 
keep  in  close  and  constant  tonoh  with  importers,  whose  ideas  as  to  local 
tastes  and  requiremento  should  be  carefhlly  studied  and  met  as  far  as 
possible.  Although  the  present  tariff  in  favor  of  British  goods  is  not 
suflicient  to  change  the  current  of  trade  to  any  marked  extent  from 
the  United  States  to  Great  Britain,  a  much  greater  rednction  of  the 
duty  on  British  goods  might  have  some  effect  in  that  direction ,  especially 
if  British  manofooturers  awoke  to  the  necessity  of  catering  more  skill- 
fully to  the  needs  of  the  Canadian  consumers.  The  possibility  of  snch 
changed  conditions  arising  needs  to  be  considered  by  United  States 
mannfactorers,  who  will  show  wisdom  in  preparing  to  meet  a  more  active 
competition  from  British-made  goods  that  may  arise  in  the  futnre. 
The  more  thoroughly  we  satisfy  the  Canadian  importers  in  qaality, 
price,  terms,  and  other  deteils,  the  more  assured  will  be  the  prospect 
of  our  keeping  and  advancing  our  hold  on  the  Canadian  market 

Cookie 
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In  all  articles  of  clothing,  each  as  costomea  made  up,  etc.,  there  is  a 
likelihood  of  the  imports  firom  Great  Britain  developing  considerably. 
A  large  trade  in  this  class  of  goods  could  be  done  if  prices  conld  be 
fixed  at  a  moderate  percentage  in  excess  of  those  made  in  England. 

Althongh  in  the  article  of  bells  the  United  States  has  made  great 
advances,  there  is  great  room  for  improvement,  a  preference  still  being 
given  by  eome  buyers  to  bells  cast  In  England. 

In  the  line  of  scissors  English  goods  are  preferred,  aud  if  this  class 
of  articles  is  ever  to  be  sapplied  on  a  larger  scale  from  United  States 
factories,  close  attention  will  have  to  be  paid  to  the  patterns  and  the 
qualities  of  those  made  in  England,  which  now  hold  this  market. 

Pocketknives  of  English  make  are  also  preferred,  the  combination  of 
low  prices  with  excellent  qnality  and  attractive  patterns  giving  them 
an  advantage  in  competition  with  those  of  the  United  States.  It  may 
be  well  to  note  that  in  all  kinds  of  edged  tools  the  prime  requisite  for 
popolarity  among  consumers  is  good  quality,  which  insures  durability 
and  reliability  for  steady  wear,  as  upon  these  conditions  the  earning 
power  of  the  workman  who  uses  the  tools  largely  depends.  It  is  in 
many  cases  impracticable  for  a  workman  to  exchange  a  defective  tool 
for  a  better  one,  as  his  work  is  being  done  at  a  distance  from  any  hard- 
ware store;  and  if  he  should  be  unlucky  enough  to  have  a  bad  tool,  the 
mark  on  it  is  noted  and  both  he  and  his  fellow-workmen  acquire  a  prtij- 
adice  agauint  the  goods  of  that  maker  which  is  difflcnlt  to  remove.  If 
all  edge-tool  makers  would  remember  that  every  tool  they  turn  out  will 
either  enhance  or  damage  their  reputation,  they  would  take  the  utmost 
precautious  against  allowing  an  inferior  article  to  be  shipped  from  their 


Some  retailers  are  of  opinion  that  brass  and  iron  bedsteads,  or  those 
having  a  combination  of  these  metals,  might  be  made  in  the  United 
States  and  imported  into  this  district  with  a  &ir  profit.  The  prices  of 
this  class  of  goods  here  are  so  much  higher  than  they  are  in  Oreat 
Britain  that  there  would  certainly  seem  to  be  an  opening  if  they  can  be 
produced  to  sell  in  competition  with  those  made  in  this  district.  The 
matter  is  worth  looking  into.  One  requisite  for  success  would  be  the 
production  of  a  metal  bedstead  of  a  more  attractive  appearance,  some- 
thing in  color  and  design  more  agreeable  to  the  eye  than  the  ordinary 
goods,  the  patterns  of  which  are  very  old  fashioned  and  their  appearance 
not  pleasing  as  articles  of  furniture. 

In  regard  to  (1)  packing  goods,  (2)  conditions  of  transportation,  (3) 
exchange,  (4)  banking,  (5)  credit  termSj  (6)  manufacturing  certain  pat- 
terns and  quantities  of  goods,  and  getting  them  up  in  attractive  shape 
to  meet  local  peculiarities  and  customs,  the  importers  in  this  district 
have  no  criticisms  to  make.  There  are  occasional  difl'erences  between 
individual  merchants  and  the  United  States  supply  houses,  but  they 
find  no  difficulty  in  having  these  adjusted  to  their  satisfaction.  The 
remarkable  success  of  American  manufacturers  in  securing  almost  a 
monopoly  of  the  supply  of  builders',  cabinetmakers',  and  otJber  classes 
of  bfmlware  shows  that  the  peculiarities  of  this  market  have  been 
carefully  studied,  and  an  earnest  and  intelligent  effort  made  to  meet 
them. 

As  to  port  regalaUons,  wharfoge  does,  and  harbor  facilities,  these 
have  littie  bearing  on  the  imports  from  the  United  States,  which  come 
by  railroad  mainly.  This  port  is  commencing  large  improvements  of 
its  harbor,  with  the  express  object  of  competing  in  facilities  witJi  the 
ports  ot  the  United  States  for  the  aecommodatioD  of  shipping.    For 
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new  docks,  at  least  $1,000,000  will  be  expended  wittuD  the  next  year 
and  a  half. 

Oommercial  trav^ers  flN>m  the  Statoa  are  not  reqaired  to  take  out  a 
license  In  t^  diatriet  to  do  bnainess,  nor  are  the^  Bobjeot  to  any 
charges  as  sach,  or  special  superrision  by  the  aathorities. 

The  customs  regulations  require  all  goods  Trbich  claim  the  differen- 
tial redaction  to  be  certified  as  to  counti?  of  origin  and  inannfustnre, 
but  this  does  not  apply  to  any  imported  from  the  United  States. 

There  are  no  taxes  or  excise  affecting  United  States  trade,  oth^ 
than  those  covered  by  the  tariff. 

As  to  canals,  the  Government  is  expending  large  saibs  in  deepening 
those  which  terminate  in  this  district;  that  is,  the  tit.  Lawrence  system. 
It  is  expected  that  with  the  opening  of  navigation  next  spring  there 
will  be  a  depth  of  11  feet  of  water  in  these  canals.  One  main  object 
of  the  improvement  is  to  increase  the  facilities  for  transporting  wheat 
and  other  prodace  from  the  northwest  for  shipping  via  the  Bt.  Law- 
rence to  Enrope.  It  is  anticipated  tliat  this  work  will  be  of  consider- 
able  advantage  to  the  port  of  Montreal. 


The  following  table  shows  the  imports  at  the  port  of  Montreal  from 
Janaary  1  to  June  30, 1898,  as  compared  with  a  corresponding  period 
in  1897: 
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WOOD  PULP  AUD  PAPBB. 

The  wood  palp  and  paper  indnetxy  of  this  province,  and,  in  fitot, 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Dominion  of  Oanada,  which  started  only  a 
few  years  ago,  is  advanciag  with  giant  strides.  English  and  Oanadian 
syndicates  are  being  organized,  with  immense  capital,  to  erect  new 
mills  and  porchaee  vast  areas  of  spruce  timber  lauds.  The  extent  of 
the  pulp-wood  resources  of  this  coantry  is  enormous.  From  Hamilton 
Inlet,  on  the  northeast  coast  of  Labrador,  one  might  travel  southwest 
around  James  Bay  and  then  northwest  to  the  valley  of  the  Yukon 
Biver  and  never  in  that  great  distance  be  out  of  the  region  of  spruce 
foreeta.  Or  a  journey  might  begin  near  the  southern  boundary  of  yew 
Bmnswick  and  continue  northwest  to  Portland  Promontory,  more  than 
halfway  np  the  east  coast  of  Hudson  Bay,  and  thenoe  across  the  country 
again  in  an  easterly  direction  to  Ungana  Bay,  and  still  the  traveler 
would  never  be  out  of  a  spruce-bearing  territory.  In  these  vast 
reserves  of  spraoe  timber  many  citizens  of  the  United  States  have 
already  seemed  large  holdings  and  are  engaged  in  the  pulp  inilustry, 
and  the  water  power  utilized  in  connection  therewith  is  unsurpassed  in 
the  world.  By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  product  of  the  pulp  mills 
now  goes  to  the  United  States,  but  England  is  beginning  to  stretch  out 
eager  hands  to  lay  hold  of  a  E^are  of  it.  The  consumption  of  paper  is 
greater  in  the  United  States  than  in  any  other  nation  on  earth.  In 
order  that  our  country  may  continue  to  be  benefited  by  receiving  a 
supply  of  pulp  from  Canada,  many  who  have  given  careful  attention  to 
the  matter  contend  that  the  duty  now  imposed  by  the  United  States 
fbr  the  importation  of  pulp  should  be  materially  lowered. 

THE  DBY-OOODa   TBABB. 

The  foil  trade  in  dry  goods,  which  opened  in  September,  is  reported 
as  the  best  ever  experienced  in  the  Montreal  market.  The  feeling  in 
all  departments  of  the  dry-goods  trade  was  never  more  hopeful  than  it 
is  at  present.  Another  reassuring  feature  in  the  trade  is  the  firmness 
of  prices.  Most  of  the  home  mills  are  very  stiff  in  the  matter  of  quo- 
tations. A  good  many  refuse  to  accept  orders  for  prompt  delivery  at 
any  price.  This  is  true  of  certain  lines  of  cottons  and  blankets  aud 
knitted  goods.  Some  lines  of  white  and  bleached  cottons  are  scarce. 
Local  flrais  would  doubtless  import  them  fh>m  the  United  Stat«is,  bat 
owing  to  the  tariff  conditions  an  element  of  uncertainty  would  be 
involved,  which  they  do  not  care  to  take  on  large  lots.  The  policy 
of  the  Canadian  manufacturers  is  to  keep  out  foreign  products,  and 
market  conditions  in  the  case  of  imported  goods  might  be  found,  after 
purchases  had  been  made,  to  be  unfavorable  to  them. 

THB    COTTON  INDU8TBT. 

The  manufacture  of  cotton  fobrios  is  growing  rapidly  in  Mosb-eal 
and  vicinity.  Enormous  new  cotton  mills  are  now  in  the  course  of 
erection.  All  the  mills  are  kept  running  on  fall  time,  and  the  owners 
declare  they  are  making  satisfiictory  profits.  The  rapid  increase  of 
this  important  home  industry  most  ere  long  cause  a  considerable 
decrease  in  the  importation  of  cotton  goods  from  the  United  States. 
By  &r  the  greater  portion  of  the  raw  material,  of  course,  comes  from 
our  country.  The  wages  paid  operatives  are  considerably  below  the 
scale  demanded  in  the  United  States. 
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In  re^rd  to  Ibe  tedmical  infonnation  asked  for  in  reference  to  cot- 
ton textiles,  tliat  is,  "tbe  number  of  picks  to  the  incb,  giving  tbe  warp 
flret  and  the  number  of  yards  to  the  pound,"  it  will  be  apparent  that 
snch  information  can  only  be  given  by  local  manufacturers,  who  are  not 
willing  to  discloae  what  they  regard  aa  business  secrets  for  the  advan- 
tage of  their  competitors  in  eastern  markets. 

THE  BICYCLE  TBADE. 

The  bicycle  trade  in  Canada  is  growing  in  volume  from  year  to  year. 
Better  street  paving  now  in  progress  in  Montreal  and  other  leading  cities 
of  the  Dominion,  together  with  improvements  of  tbe  country  roads  in 
the  vicinity  of  cities  and  towns,  causes  an  increased  demand  for  the 
bicycle.  Retail  dealers  say  that,  acoordiug  to  the  present  oatlook,  the 
comiugyearwillbemore  profitable  than  the  present,  not  only  on  accoant 
of  increased  sales,  but  from  experience,  which  will  enable  them  to  econ- 
omize in  various  ways  in  handling  and  selling.  The  bicycle  manufac- 
turers of  Oauada  are  making  vigorous  efforts  to  push  their  wheels  into 
foreign  markets.  There  ore  no  mannfactorieB  in  the  province  of  Quebec; 
all  or  nearly  all  are  located  in  Toronto.  A  few  weeks  ago  a  consign- 
ment of  Canadian  bicycles,  aggregating  in  value  t34,000,  was  sent  from 
Toronto  to  Australia.  About  10,000  men  are  employed  in  Canadian 
bicycle  manufactories,  and  the  capital  invested  is  96)000,000. 

The  makes  of  American  bicycles  generally  sold  here  are  tbe  Cleve- 
land, Crescent,  Dayton,  Oolambia,  America,  Columbus^  etc.  I  am 
assured  that  the  American  makes  are  gaining  in  popularity.  There  is 
a  good  demand  for  American  bicycle  aandries.  The  popular  prices  of 
bicycles  are  $50  to  t66.  The  Canadian  tariff  on  American  bicycles,  and 
bicycle  parts,  tires,  saddles,  lamps,  etc.,  is  30  per  cent. 

CANADIAN  PBODUOE. 

Determined  efforts  have  been  made  for  the  lost  three  years  to  Becore 
a  larger  market  for  Canadian  produce — particularly  butter,  cheese, 
poultry,  fruits,  etc — in  England.  These  efforts  are  now  more  than  ever 
intelligently  directed  by  the  commissioner  of  agriculture,  who,  by  a 
series  of  lectures  and  practical  work  on  experiment  farms,  has  taught 
formers  how  to  produce  articles  that  will  compare  with  the  best  of  similar 
products  of  other  countries.  In  addition,  through  the  influence  of  the 
commissioner  of  agriculture,  all  the  steamship  lines  leaving  the  port  of 
Montreal  furnish  ample  cold-storage  room  in  their  vessels,  so  that  the 
shipments  from  here  now  reach  the  English  market  in  perfect  condition. 
The  Canadian  railroads,  also,  supply  refrigerating  cars.  Oold-stomge 
warehoQses  have  been  provided  at  this  port  ample  iu  capacity  to  meet 
all  needs.  A  new  enterprise  to  advance  Canadian  trade  is  just  now 
being  promoted.  It  is  called  "The  Canadian  Produce  Corporation, 
Limited,"  and  is  incorporated  in  England,  with  aoapital  of  910,000,000. 
While  the  headquarters  are  to  Iw  in  London,  Canadian  branches 
will  be  in  Montr^,  Toronto,  Halifax,  and  Winnipeg.  The  enterprise 
has  been  organized  "for  the  purpose  of  providing  better  facilities  and 
<^)uiing  up  larger  markets  for  Canadian  produce,  to  abolish  the  system 
of  intwmedlate  profits,  and  to  fnmish  the  British  markets  with  an 
abondant  and  regular  supply  of  pure  Canadian  food  at  moderate 
prices." 

The  corporation  has  made  arrangements  to  construct  and  operate  a 
large  number  of  wholesale  and  retail  estabUshmente  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
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don,  dealiiig  exclusively  in  Canadian  products,  such  as  dairy  products, 
frait,  meat,  bacon,  fish,  canned  goods,  flour,  eggs,  etc  These  stores  will 
1)6  divided  into  departments  for  the  different  classes  of  food,  and  thor- 
oughly equipped  with  mechanical  refrigeratiou  and  all  other  modern 
improvements.  Contracts  are  pending  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
cooperative  stores,  army  and  nayy  contractors,  hotels,  and  other  large 
consumers  throughout  Great  Britain,  and  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  holding  periodical  auction  sales  at  the  central  wholesale  warehouses 
of  the  corporation. 

Arrangements  have  also  been  made  on  the  Canadian  side  for  securing 
a  large  and  regular  supply  of  fre»h  products,  carefully  selected  from 
the  heat  and  most  reliable  brands. 

Special  refrigerating  facilities  have  been  established  by  the  govern- 
ment, wliereby  perisliable  products  can  be  transported  and  preserved 
iu  refrigerator  cara  and  cold  storage  steamers  all  the  way  from  the 
source  of  supply  in  Canada  to  the  leading  seaports  of  Great  Britain. 
This  new  corporation  will  obtain  full  ^vantage  of  them.  It  has 
adopted  the  moat  improved  methods  of  cold  storage  for  its  own  ware- 
houses and  stores,  and  the  services  of  experts  in  produce  and  refriger- 
ation have  been  secured.  The  shipments  will  of  course  have  to  be  made 
in  bond  through  United  States  ports  between  the  middle  of  November 
and  the  middle  of  May — the  closed  season  of  navigation  by  the  St. 
Lawrence  river  route. 


The  following  statement  of  the  namber  and  tonnage  of  seagoing  ves- 
sels arrived  at  this  port  from  the  opening  of  navigation  np  to  September 
1,  iu  the  following  years,  has  been  ftaruished  by  the  harbor  master : 
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Dtpili  o/Kater  in  (A«  channel  through  karbor  on  Odobtr  J,  1S0S-1SS8. 
[17|-faotcluiuwl.l 


Tmt. 


Twt. 


LITE  STOCK  BHIPJIENTS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  sbipmeDtB  of  live  stock  from  the 
port  of  Montteal  for  the  season  to  date,  with  comparisons: 
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TRADE  OF  THE  WHOLE  DOHIHTON. 

The  official  trade  retains  6>v  the  whole  Dominion  for  the  fiscal  years 
1897-98  show  that  the  twelve  months  endioK  Jnne  ^  conatitntcd  the 
banner  year  in  Canadian  trade.    The  flgnres  are  beruwith  given: 


Dnerlptlm. 

IBW. 

.»» 

40.B87.oea 
t,STa.iH 

iii,a«,o« 

S1.BM,2«0 

10,  aas.  III 

•uawiBTo 

iu,gi)s.m 

i.GoogIc 


COMMERCIAL  KELATIONS. 


PBOVINCE  OF  QUEBEC  FINANCES. 


The  following  is  tbe  ofDcial  statemeut  of  tbe  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  rrovinoe  of  Qnebec  for  the  flscal  year  eudiug  Jaue  30, 
1898: 

RBCKIPTS. 

Itominiou  of  C&nada $1,266,113.48 

LsudB,  forests,  aud  flsherieB |1,0HT,M2.52 

Colonization  and  mines 7,872.67 

1,094,915.19 

AduiuiBtratioD  of  Justice,  law  stamps,  fees,  eta 329,410.66 

LiosD sea— hotels,  shops,  etc 664,488.66 

Direct  taxes  on  commercial  corporations 194,312.36 

Tai  on  trans f era  of  property 2,055.81 

Manufacturing  and  tradiug  Hceuees 29,846.74 

Duties  on  sncceeslons : 163,456.26 

Direct  taxes  on  certain  persons 1,380.18 

Maintenaaco  of  insane 65,672.48 

Reformator;  and  industrial  scbools.. 36,386.84 

Quebeo  Offleial  Gazette 20.958.65 

Locution 8,re0.12 

RegistratJon  stamps 66,413.95 

Int«reston  price  of  Q.M.O.&  O.Iiailway SCO.  833. 34 

Interests  on  loans  and  deposits 40,452.29 

Minor  revenues 26,761.19 

4,112,647.30 
Proceeds  of  ioseribod  stock  iteoed  in  oooveraion  of  debt.      9738, 676. 28 

Trnst  funds 68,358.79 

Sulmbnisement  railway  eubaidies  fnnd 1, 516. 72 

798,551.79 

Total Hwolpts 4,911,099.09 

XXPBMmTURBS. 

Public  debt $1,691,177.03 

LeftiBlation 210,910.19 

Civil  gfovemment 282,586.06 

Administration  of  JuBtioe 618,379.65 

PnbHo  instruottoD 434,280.00 

AgrioultDre,  immlgiatioQ,  and  colonitation 307,476.97 

Pnblic  works  and  DuildiDcs: 

Ordinary »127.483.73 

Extraordinarv 50,683.70 

178, 167. 43 

Charities,  Inclnding  Innatio  asylums 339,376.75 

Hiscellaneons  services 388,429.69 

Q.  M.  O.  &  0.  Railway  traSla  expenses 1,016.06 

Kepayment  of  railway  guarantee  deposits 237,471.86 

Koaemption  of  delit  and  preminm  (conversion] 738,676.28 

I'riistfiinds 33,675.10 

Hallway  subsidies 196,284.24 

Q.  M.  O.  (L  0.  Uailwuy  oonstinctioo 2,360.90 

1,208,468.38 

Total  expenditure 5,560,246.43 

Amounts  collected  and  paid  by  revenue  collectors  and  sheriffs  are 
not  iuvluded  iii  tbe  above  statement. 


The  statement  of  the  pnblic  department  on  June  30  last  shows  that 
the  total  funded  debt  was  $34,283,841.53;  the  aiuking  fuud  invested 
amounted  to  »10,0M,577.78,leaviDBtbeiiet  funded  debt  at  »24,279,163.75; 
the  tem})orary  loans  and  deposits  auiouuted  to  $1,166,706.16,  making 
tbe  total  uet  debt  $25,415,870.21. 


^d  by  Google 
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CA2IADIAN  BASK  OLfiABIMOB. 

For  the  Dine  months,  uleHriiigs  in  Canada  have  reached  the  enonnona 
total  of  $1,014,245,062,  a  gain  over  last  year  of  $190,565,963,  or  23.2  per 
cent.  These  are  the  largeat  figures  on  record.  For  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember the  clearings  were  $112,405,324.  The  figures  undoubtedly 
reflect  the  great  expansion  of  trade  throughout  the  country. 

The  three  most  important  cities  in  the  volume  of  clearings,  Montreal, 
Toronto,  and  Winnipeg,  show  gains  ranging  from  24  to  27  per  cent, 
vhile  Hamilton  shows  an  increase  for  the  nine  mouths  of  6.7  per  cent. 
Somewhat  less  active  trade  in  the  maritime  provinces  is  reflected  in  a 
decrease  of  1.1  per  cent  at  Halifax  and  of  1.6  i»er  cent  at  St.  John,  New 
Bmnswick.  The  clearings  for  the  month  of  September  and  for  the 
nine  months  ending  September  are  given  as  follows : 
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DEPOSITS  IK  CAIfADIAN   BANKS. 

The  public  deposits  in  Canadian  banks  have  now  reached  the  enor- 
moos  total  of  $234,279,101,  tlie  largest  on  record.  Of  this  amount 
$81,306,117  is  payable  on  demand  and  $140,972,984  payable  after 
notice.  The  figures  are  taken  from  the  bank  statement  for  the  month 
of  August,  and  are  therefore  official. 

Current  loans  of  the  Canadian  banks  at  present  amount  to 
$218,077,369,  an  increase  over  August  last  year  of  $15,620,182,  while 
call  loans  show  an  increase  over  last  year  of  $4,869,068,  amounting  to 
$21,475,172. 

Another  very  important  item  in  the  bank  statement,  which  illustrates 
the  vast  ezpanaiou  in  Canada's  foreign  trade,  is  the  balance  due  to 
Ganadian  banks  fix>m  foreign  agencies.  This  amounts  to  $25,533,817. 
At  the  end  of  July  the  total  was  only  $19,327,662.  Balances  due  from 
^encies  in  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to  $11,483,170.  In  Jaly, 
the  month  before,  the  balance  was  only  $10,513,602,  while  in  August 
last  year  it  was  $12,249,663.  The  cironlation  of  the  banks  continnea 
on  the  increase,  and  has  now  reached  the  record  figures  of  $37,299,496, 
or  an  increase  over  the  same  time  a  year  ago  of  $2,845,110.  The  specie 
holdings  have  increased  during  the  year  by  $931,967,  and  the  Dominion 
note  holdings  are  $17,679,203,  or  $34,160  leas  than  a  year  ago.  The 
holdings  of  govemmeut  debentures  and  stocks  are  $40,016,696,  or  an 
increase  of  over  ten  millions. 


THE  PUBLIC  DEBT  OP  CAWADA. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  criticism  in  journals  opiwsed  to  the  present 
party  in  power  in  the  Dominion  on  account  of  the  increase  of  the  public 
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debt  dnring  the  past  year.    The  following  are  the  priDcipal  statistics 
bearing  apon  the  debt  for  1896-97 : 

Gross  debt $332,530,131 

CeahBaaeita 70,991,635 

Netdabt 261,638,696 

Yearly  increase : 3,041,161 

Interest 10,645,663 

Intereat  from  inrestmente 1,443,004 

Interest  on  KToas  debt 3.30  p.  at. 

Interest  on  inTeshueut 2.00  p.  ot. 

Net  interest  on  debt 2.76  p.  ct. 

The  financial  statement  for  the  year  1897-98  has  been  made  poblio 
by  the  finance  department,  and  the  feature  is  that  the  net  debt  of  the 
Dominion  has  risen  from  ♦261,291,77G  on  June  30, 1897,  to  $264,086,357, 
an  increase  of  12,794,589.  The  revenue  for  the  year  was  $40,275,701 
and  the  expenditure  $38,699,823,  an  increase  in  the  former  of  $2,466,357 
and  of  $364,737  iu  the  latter,  as  compared  with  last  year.  The  expend- 
iture on  capital  account  was  $5,546,293,  an  increase  of  $1,S34,682  oyer 
last  year. 

The  following  is  the  revenue  on  the  consolidated  fund: 
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Tiba  expenditures  on  capital  aocoont  for  the  two  periods  axe  as  follows : 


Itaiu. 

is»«-«. 

l«B7-»9. 

*3,S<1.TT3 

3,7«,«1 

The  net  increase  of  the  debt  since  confederation  has  been  $188,809,955, 
No  doubt  all  of  this  has  not  been  wisely  expended,  but  considering  that 
dnring  that  period  tfaere  has  beea  expended  $167,314,384  on  canals, 
railways,  public  buildings,  wharves,  and  other  public  works,  and  that, 
besides  this,  the  Dominion  has  assumed  provincial  debts  to  the  extent 
of  $30,743,392,  it  is  palpable  that  the  margin  of  waste  has  not  been  a 
large  one.  These  provincial  debts,  like  that  of  tbe  Dominion,  were 
incurred  by  local  expenditures  upon  pnblio  works  of  permanent  value, 
aa  is  also  tme  of  the  main  portion  of  the  $93,016,051  assumed  at  eon- 
federation,  and  these  may  fairly  be  set  down  as  assets.  From  some  of 
them  a  direct  revenue  is  derived,  while  others  benefit  the  commerce 
of  the  country  to  an  amonnt  far  exceeding  in  value  the  annual  coat  of 
that  portion  of  the  debt  incurred  in  their  construction.  Indeed,  the 
indnstrial  existence  of  Canada  is  largely  dependent  upon  the  public 
works,  whose  cost  is  represented  in  the  Dominion  debt 
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Otmada  lias  mnch  to  show  for  her  ]artre' expenditure  on  canals,  rail- 
roads, and  other  pablic  works.  No  other  5,000,000  people  od  earth  have 
a  better  transportation  sy stem.  The  expansion  of  her  trade  and  the 
development  of  her  yast  natural  resources  may  be  largely  attribated  to 
the  faiuli ties  afforded  by  canals  and  railroads  for  traffic  in  the  prodocts 
of  the  conntry. 

CHANOS   IN   POSTAQX  BATB8. 

Canada  is  abont  to  m-ike  an  important  change  in  her  postage  rates. 
After  the  26th  of  December  next  there  will  be  three  rat«s  of  postage 
on  letters,  viz,  2  cents  for  Great  Britain  and  lier  colonies,  3  cents  for 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  and  5  centa  for  foreign  conntries.  If 
tiie  experiment  proves  satiafactor)>  the  postmaster-general,  it  is  under- 
stood, will  then  reduce  letter  postage  for  Canada  and  the  United  States 
to  2  cents. 

The  post-office  department  has  recently  sent  to  all  newspaper  offices 
througbont  the  dominion  acircalar  telling  publishers  that  after  the  1st 
of  Janoairy  postage  at  the  rate  of  one-fourth  of  a  cent  per  pound  will 
be  imposed  npon  newspapers.  After  the  1  st  of  July  next  the  rate  wiU 
be  half  a  cent  per  pound. 

The  act  of  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  which  reimposed  postage 
npon  newspapers,  does  not  apply  to  weekly  and  monthly  pablieations 
addressed  to  places  not  more  than  20  miles  distant  f^m  the  place  of 
publication,  or  included  within  a  eircnlar  area  40  miles  in  diameter. 
John  L.  Bittinobb, 

Contul-Qeneral. 

HOMTBBAt.,  October  Id,  1898. 


BRITISn  COLUMBIA. 

VANCOUVER. 

The  Imports  into  this  consular  district  during  the  year  ending  June 
30, 1898,  were  very  much  larger  than  during  any  preceding  year.  A 
j^reater  quantity  of  goods  has  been  imported  &om  the  United  States 
l^an  heretofore.  The  following  table  gives  the  imports  from  the  United 
States,  approximately.  There  are  undoubtedly  considerable  quantities 
of  goods  purchased  from  the  United  States  in  Eastern  Canada  and 
shipped  from  there  to  this  Province,  bnt  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining 
the  amount  of  such  importations. 

The  very  rapid  development  of  the  mining  industry  in  this  Province 
is  increasing  the  demandforfoodsnpplies,  machinery,  and  other  articles 
which  oQght  to  be  largely  supplied  &om  the  contiguous  States  of  the 
Union,  and  are  so  supplied  te  a  very  considerable  extent. 

Imports  ttom  the  LTnited  States  to  British  Columbia,  as  nearly  as  it 
ia  possible  to  ascertain  them,  have  been : 

Foreign  gooda  pMaiog  tbronKh  tfat  United  States  in  bond $157,886 

KoreigD  good!  porcbuiod  iu  United  States  markete,  imported  in  bond 75,246 

Foreign  goods  otherwiM  tban  in  bond 37,391 

Oooda  tbe  prodaot  of  Uie  United  States 3,923,076 

On  the  Ist  of  July  last  the  Canadian  preferential  tariff  went  into 
operation.  This  tariff  provides  for  a  redaction  of  25  per  cent  upon  the 
daties  on  goods  biongbt  trom  Great  Britain  and  her  oolouies  and  other 
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absolatelf  free-trade  coaDtrios.  Tbis  prefereutial  tariff  hae  not  been  in 
operatioD  long  enongh  for  anyone  to  know  what  effect  it  will  have  nx^n 
importations  from  the  United  States. 

Fruits  and  vegetables  are  brought  into  this  Province  from  the  Pacific 
Statesiii  very  considerable  quantities.  The  demand  for  xuch  supplies 
is  constantly  increasing.  There  is  a  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  importa- 
tion of  fruits  and  vegetables  and  similar  commodities,  which  is  the  cause 
ofmuchcomplaintiu  this  city  and  in  allportionsof  the  Province,  except 
in  Victoria  and  the  near  vicinity.  In  the  Brititufa  Korth  America  act, 
under  which  British  Columbia  came  into  the  Dominion,  it  ia  provided 
that^ 

The  Dominion  will  provide  an  efllcient  mail  service  fortnightly  by  some  eommnnl- 
catioD  between  TLotoria  anil  B»n  t^mcUco,  and  twice  a  week  between  ViotoTia  and 
Olyiupia,  the  veiwelx  to  be  adapted  for  tbe  canveyance  of  freight  and  poasengers. 

Under  our  navigation  laws  an  American  veeeel  may  not  discharge 
freight  at  two  Canadian  jwrts.  These  vessels  are  retinired  by  the 
Dominion  act  to  call  at  the  port  of  Victoria,  and  the  cargo,  including 
fr^it  and  vegetables,  is  discharged  there  and  transferred  to  a  Canadian 
vessel  to  be  brought  to  this  port,  and  thence  to  be  tranHx>orted  by  rail 
to  the  places  in  the  interior.  The  imjwrters  of  our  fruits  and  vegetables 
complain  bitterly  of  this,  as  they  think  there  is  unnecessary  handling 
and  delay,  and  tbe  people  of  Vaucoaver  in  general  feel  there  should  be 
some  arrangement  by  which  importations  of  this  character  should  be 
brought  directly  to  this  city.  I  am  ioformed  that  if  such  an  arrange- 
ment could  be  made  the  importation  of  this  class  of  goods  would  be 
very  largely  is  creased. 

I  find  the  merchants  of  tbe  city  reluctant  to  give  fall  information  in 
regard  to  their  importations,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  obtain  such  accnrate 
data  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  American  goods  consumed  here  as  I 
would  like. 

I  have  snggested  in  former  reports  that  American  merchants  and 
manufacturers  make  greater  effort  to  canvass  the  trade  in  this  Province. 
I  think  this  coold  be  done  with  profit,  especially  in  regard  to  food  sup- 
plies, furniture,  mining  machinery,  tools,  hardware,  etc.,  and  especially 
agricultural  machinery. 

I  do  not  find  there  is  any  prejudice  worthy  of  mentioii  against 
American  goods.  The  mercliants  here  seem  desirous  of  making  their 
purchases  in  the  market  where  they  can  secure  them  at  the  most  advan- 
tageous prices.  As  an  offset  to  the  very  heavy  Oanadian  tariff,  the 
States  of  Washington,  Oregon,  Idaho,  and  California  have  the  advant- 
age of  lower  freight  rates  than  Eastern  Canada. 

Exp«rlt  JroBL  B-rilisK  VoWiahin. 
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The  exports  from  tbis  coDsnlar  district  during  the  last  year  were  very 
much  larger  than  daring  any  preceding  year.  They  consist  chiedy  of 
ores  and  preoioas  metals.  The  exports  of  fish  and  lumber  to  tbe  United 
Stat^  are  very  small,  while  tbe  prodacts  of  tbe  mines  nearly  all  go  to 
the  United  States. 
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The  people  here  are  very  anzionn  for  tbe  removnl  of  the  United  States 
dnty  upon  lumber.  If  this  irere  done  it  woald  largely  increase  the 
exportation  of  lumber  from  this  district  to  the  Pacific  cnast  Statefi. 
Tbe  hope  is  expreased  by  many  people  here  that  the  Joint  High  Com- 
mission, DOW  in  session,  may  make  some  reciprocal  urrangement  which 
will  promote  trade  and  commerce  between  British  Columbia  and  the 
contignoDB  States  of  the  Union. 

The  city  of  Vancoaver  has  shown  a  most  phenomeoal  growth  daring 
the  pose  year.  The  Canadian  Pacific  Baitway  Company  has  erected  a 
T6IT  magnificent  station,  exceptionally  fine  for  n  city  of  this  size.  It  is 
estimated  that  new  bnildings  to  the  valne  of  $l,25i,iHiO  have  boen  com- 
pleted daring  the  past  year,  and  other  very  sabstaiitial  stone  blocks 
are  in  process  of  constrnction. 

The  increasein  imports  is  91,450,518.  There  is  a  decrease  in  exports, 
owing  to  the  destraction  by  flreof  the  largest  sawmill  here,  of  $21H,60tt, 
There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  inland  revenue  at  this  port  of 
C315,81t>. 

The  tonnage  in  port  and  cleared  here  amoanted  to  1,807,366  tons,  an  . 
increase  of  371,100  tons.  There  was  an  increase  in  general  mail  matter 
of  33^  per  cent;  in  Oriental  mail  matter  of  33l(  per  cent;  in  Australian 
mail  matter  of  100  per  cent;  an  increase  in  the  revenue  of  the  post- 
office  of  $15,000,  and  an  increase  in  ttie  deposits  of  the  Government 
savings  bank  of  25  per  cent. 

The  estimated  increase  in  population  is  30  per  cent,  and  in  school 
population,  312.  The  population  is  estimated  at  26,000.  The  revenue 
of  the  city  increased  $57,057, 

During  the  year,  fonr  of  the  large  Canadian  banks  have  opened 
branches  in  this  city.  Two  of  them  are  erecting  very  large  substantial 
bnildings.    A  clearing  house  has  been  established  by  tbe  banks. 

Vancouver  has  now  seven  chartered  banks,  and  another  has  secured 
premises  and  will  shortly  open  a  branch, 

A  marine  railway  is  being  constructed  and  will  soon  be  completed. 
Two  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  square  feet  of  streebt  were  block- 
paved  daring  tbe  year.  I  am  informed  ttiat  applications  for  permits  to 
erect  200  dwelling  faonses  have  been  filed  with  the  city  clerk.  Work 
will  be  commenced  on  the  bnildings  as  soon  as  spring  opens.  It  is 
thought  by  some  that  there  is  danger  of  carrying  building  to  an 
excess  which  might  result  in  disaster,  but  it  seems  that  at  present  every 
boose  and  store  in  the  city  is  rented,  and  every  new  building  is  taken 
as  soon  as  it  is  ready  for  occupancy. 

Vancouver  is  the  terminus  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  It  is 
also  the  terminus  of  a  branch  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  by  which 
it  IS  connected  with  the  cities  of  Puget  Sound,  and  there  seems  to  be 
every  prospect  for  a  substantial  and  rapid  growth  of  thecity.  Tbesite 
of  the  city  is  very  beautiful;  it  lies  on  a  peninsula,  and  a  range  of 
mountains,  snow-clad  nearly  nil  the  year,  runs  along  opposite  the  city, 
and  the  view  across  the  inlet  is  very  fine. 


Mining  is  at  present  the  principal  industry  of  British  Columbia. 
Daring  the  past  year  a  number  of  mines  have  been  developed  to  the 
point  where  they  have  become  dividend  paying,  and  work  is  going  for- 
ward, not  only  upon  these,  but  upon  others  which  nre  believed  to 
require  development  only  to  make  them  productive  and  paying.  Gold, 
silver,  copper,  and  leml  are  all  found  in  great  abundance.    Most  of 
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these  miuerals  are  in  quartz  ledges,  and  large  capital  is  required  to 
develop  them  and  put  them  into  working  order. 

Quite  recently,  a  very  pi-oductive  placer  mining  district  has  been 
discovered  in  the  northwest  portion  of  this  Ftoyince,  the  Lake  Atlin 
district',  and  it  is  expected  a  large  number  of  persons  will  go  into  that 
district  early  in  the  spring.  The  mining  laws  governing  placer  mining 
in  British  Columbia  are  difierent  trcin  those  in  the  British  Northwest 
Territory,  or  the  Ynkon  district.  The  claims  which  a  placer  miner  may 
locate  in  British  Oolambia  are  smaller  than  those  in  the  valley  of  the 
Tnkon,  each  claim  extending  only  100  feet  along  the  bed  of  a  stream, 
ranning  back  to  the  hillu.  The  claim  must  be  recorded  within  three 
days  after  its  location.  The  provincial  parliaineot  has  jast  enacted  a 
measure  in  which  it  ia  providt^  that  none  but  British  subjects  shall  be 
permitted  to  locate  and  work  placer  mining  claims.  Oitizens  of  the 
United  States  will  be  shot  out  fW)m  the  Lake  Atlin  district,  as  it  lies 
wholly  within  the  Province  of  British  Uolnmbia. 

About  150  mites  east  of  this  city  there  is  an  enormons  deposit  of 
■  gypsum  (plaster  of  paris).  This  is  said  to  be  of  the  very  finest  quality 
aiid  is  situated  so  that  it  can  be  mined  with  little  difficulty  and  at 
slight  expense.  At  present  there  is  not  sufficient  demand  to  warrant 
the  working  of  the  mine,  bat  it  is  expected  by  the  owners  that  a 
market  will  be  created  within  a  short  time  auil  the  mine  put  iu  fiill 
operation. 

8ma]l  qaaotitiee  of  platinam  are  found  at  different  points  in  the 
Province,  but  thus  far  the  amount  expoi-ted  has  not  exceeded  in  value 
$15,000  a  year.  Owing  to  the  increased  demand  for  platinnm^  a 
number  of  persons  have  been  pro8i>ectiDg  with  a  view  to  disoovenng 
larger  deposits. 

(^>al  mining  is  a  very  imi>ortant  industry.  There  are  large  mines 
worked  extensively  at  Nanaimo  and  Wellineton.  At  Cumberland  the 
Oomox  coal  is  produced  in  large  quantities.  This  coal  dift^rs  fi:«m 
that  of  Nanaimo  and  Wellington,  and  is  not  so  well  adapted  for  stoves. 
It  is  better  adapted  for  steam  coal,  and  it  is  used  by  all  the  steamers  that 
come  into  Victoria  and  this  port,  and  large  quantities  are  shipped  to 
California.  The  company  has  lately  opened  a  new  shaft  so  as  to 
increase  their  output.  It  has  also  erected  200  coke  ovens,  and  provided 
apparatus  for  utilizing  the  by  products — cool  tar,  ete.  The  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  has  placed  a  transfer  boat  on  the  line  and  takes  twelve 
or  fourteen  freight  cars  to  Union,  a  distance  of  nearly  200  miles;  these 
cars  are  then  loaded  with  coke,  and  the  barge  transporting  the  cars  is 
towed  to  this  port,  where  the  cars  are  run  npon  the  railway  track  and 
the  coke  is  conveyed  to  the  mining  districts  in  the  interior. 

There  are,  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Province,  considerable  depos- 
ito  of  a  very  fine  quality  of  coal,  which  is  calleil  anthracite.  It  is  a  very 
free  burning  coal,  more  resembling  the  Franklin  coal  than  any  other 
we  have  in  the  East.  Thiscoal  is  consumed  to  some  extent  in  this  city, 
although  it  is  a  long  haul  from  the  mine  to  this  point.-  The  town  near 
which  these  mines  are  situated  is  called  Anthracite. 

There  ia  no  qnestion  that  this  Province  is  one  of  the  richest  mining 
districte  in  all  the  world.  New  mines  are  being  discovered  constantly, 
and  the  development  of  the  mining  resonrces  contiunes,  giving  employ- 
ment to  large  capital  and  to  large  numbers  of  men.  A  very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  persons  employed  in  these  mines  are  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  most  of  the  mines  have  to  a  greater  or  less  extent 
been  developed  by  American  citizens  and  American  capital.  The  most 
important  mine  in  the  Kootenay  district,  the  "  Le  lioi,''  was  sold  a  short 
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titDe  ago  to  an  English  syndicate.  Freviona  to  that  time  it  had  been 
owned  iu  large  part  by  Americana,  and  bad  been  developed  by  them. 
The  general  feeling  nf  Canadians  is  in  favor  of  inviting  American  citi- 
zens and  American  capital  to  aid  the  development  of  the  country. 
Americans  And  themselves  treated  in  this  Province,  I  think,  as  fairly 
as  the  Canadians  themselves. 

The  only  exception  is  the  feeling  given  expression  by  the  act  exclnd- 
iog  aliens  from  the  placer  mines. 

Wlu)l«»att prinfi in  Fanconrrrvtarlcet. 
MRAT6. 


Fsurra  AND  VBGrrAii[.BB. 

Current  qnotatlone  are  a 
orBDges,  navelB,  ti  per  era 
Oregon,  »I.^  to  *1.60. 

Vegetable  ore  quoted  as  follows:  1'otatoes,  loool,  19  to  41S;  potatoes,  Aahcroft, 
(16;  »DiouB,iiilverBkiD8, $1.25  per  100 poiinda;  ca1)b«ge,$l;  turnips, $1;  c'arrot8,$t; 
mairowa,  40  oeots  per  dozeu. 

GROCBE1B8. 

CnTTent  quotations  by  the  sufiiTr  rellnery  are  as  follows: 

Sngar,  powdered,  icing  and  bar,  6i  cents  per  ponnd;  Paris  Innips,  6  cents  per 
pound;  fiTannlated,  B  cents  per  ponnd;  eitraC.,  4|  cents  per  pound;  faney  yelloir, 
4}  cents  per  pound;  yellow,  H  cents  per  poond. 

Above  prices  are  for  barrels  or  bags  or  lOO-ponnd  kegs;  half  barrels,  SOpoonda, 
and  lO-ponnd  liagB  i  cent  more ;  boxes  i  cent  wore. 

Simp  iB  qaoted  as  follows:  Finest  golden,  iu30-gallon  barrels,  21  cents  per  pound; 
10  KftlloQ  kegs,  2}  oents  per  ponnd;  &-gal Ion  kegt,  91. T.*)  each;  2'gallon jpaila,  91.15 
each;  1-^1Iod  tins,  S4.50  per  case  of  10;  i-galloa  tins,  96.25  per  otuo  of  20;  2-poDnd 
tine,  4&.&  per  cose  of  48. 

TLODR,  OBAIN,  AKI>  FRXP. 

Jobbers' qnotfttionsan:  Floor— Hangarian,  (4.90  per  barrel;  StroDg  Bakers',  M.  60; 
Portland  Cit;  Trade,  94.50;  Grabam  in  SOs.  per  barrel.  94.25;  in  lO-lOa.  baled,  92.75. 
Okanagan  flour  is  qnoted  oe  follows:  Columbian  Flouring  MIIIh,  Endorby,  Two 
Star,  94.10;  One  Star,  93.50;  Okanagan  Roller  Mills.  Armstrong,  Hungarian,  $4.75; 
Beet  Paatr;  and  XXXX,  94.60;  Strong  Bakers',  94.10;  Economy,  (3.70;  Snperline, 
(3.80  pw  barrel. 

Rolled  oata,  90s.,  93;  National,  id  46e.,  (3.10;  in  22  12a.,  93.30;  in  10-7s.,  (2.50. 

Grain — wlieat,  925  to  926  per  ton. 

Feed — chopped,  926  per  ton;  bran,  918;  bay,  98  to  (10;  shorts,  920;  straw,  66 
oenta  per  bale ;  oats,  918  to  920. 

PROVISIOMa. 


•alL! 
lard, 


Hanu,  13  cents  per  ponnd;  breakfast  bacon,  12)  to  13  cents;  backs,  12  ceute;  dry 

"'.91  to  10  cents;  eastern  oreamerv,  23  to  24  cents;  dairy,  17  to  18  cents  per  ponnd; 

1, 9  oenta  per  ponnd  in  pails  and  tubs,  and  9^  oenU  per  pound  in  3  and  B-ponnd 


Bar  iron — baaa,  (3.7S;  bar  atsel,  Jeasop's  beet,  14  oenta. 

HoTBoahae  nails,  disconnt  40  per  cent;  horseahoe,  keg,  94.76;  screws,  discount  76 
per  oeut;  carriage  bolts,  50  per  cent  dlsconnt. 

Nalle— base  price:  Cnt,  93;  wire,  93-35;  rope,  Manila,  121  cents;  boiled  oil.  68 
oenta;  white  lead,  (7;  pntty,  93.50;  barbed  wire,  M  per  100  ponuda;  gloas,  Rrat 
bnak,  94.26. 


314  COMMBECIAL  RELATIONS. 

RKTAIL  PRICES. 

VejtotablM  »re  quoted  as  follows: 

l>otiiit<ifls,  loc'ivl,  GO  cents  per  100  weight;  onions,  3  cents  per  ponnil;  wliita  tnt- 
Dips,  21)  cents  per  ilo^eii ;  carrots,  20  ceots  per  dozen ;  ciibbuKe,  3  for  10  i  ents ;  K^eell 
pepperH,  20  cents  per  pound;  beets,  1^  cents  per  pound;  bome  radisb,  20  ci'nta  per 
pound;  cnnUllower,  II)  cents  e»ch;  green  onions,  20  cents  per  dozen;  cucumbers,  10 
cents  for^;  (nmatoM,  20  cents  per  pound:  beans,  li  cents  per  pound;  celery,  :<6  cents 
per  dozen;  marrows,  l>  cents  eiioh;  Hnbbard  squash,  3  cents  per  pound;  com,  2U 
cente  per  doxen;  Globe  nrtichokex,  3  for  2fi  cents;  Egn  poannt,  4  for  25  cents;  brns- 
sols  sprouts,  19  cents  per  ponnil ;  Savoy  cabbage,  3  for  10  cents. 

Quotations  for  fruits  nre:  Lemons,  25  cents;  orHn{;i>a,  35  cents;  Japanese  nranftes, 
75  cents  per  In)x;  canteloupes,  40  cents;  pears,  4  piiiinds  for  2ii  centn;  plumB,5cHDts 

Krpound;  pineapple,  15  to  30  cents;  (^pes,  45  rentn  per  basket;  Cnncoril  grnp«s, 
cents  per  box;  bananas,  35  cents  per  dozen;  Cape  Cod  cranberries,  90  cents  per 
gallon ;  local,  40  cents. 

Prices  for  (ImIi  are:  Sprinpf  Balrooti,  10  cents;  codfisb,  g  eentw;  smelts,  5  cents; 
flonndere,  5  cents;  fin,  2<)  cents;  eea  boss,  .'i  cents;  soles,  8  cents;  whiting,  6  cents: 
tommy  cod,  5  cents;  lock  cod,  5  ceut«;  crabs,  5  cents;  balibut,  10  cents;  smokeA 
salmon,  12^  cents:  salmon  bellies,  10  cents:  smoked  cod,  10  cents;  smoked  halibut, 
12^ cents:  salt  ooltcbann,  T  conte  per  ponnd;  skate,  6  cents;  tront,  12^  cents. 

Hens,  live,  $6.50  per  dozen;  ctiickens,  live,  $4,50;  dncks,  $6  perdozen;  tnrkeya,23 
cents  per  ponnd. 

Dacka,  mallards,  65  cents  each;  widgeons,  40  cents;  teal,  ^  oents;  ralibits,  40 
cents;  New  Zealand  hares,  12^  cents  per  pound;  venison  foKqiiartors,  5  cents;  hind- 
q[iart«rri,  6  to  8  cents ;  leg.  H  cents. 

Meats  are  quote^l  by  butchers  as  iinder :  Beef,  roasts  or  steak,  10  to  16  cents  per 
pound;  veal,  roasts.  12}  to  m  cents;  pork,  12j  cents;  nintton,  let;  or  loin,  15  cents 
per  ponnd;  matton,  slionldor,  12)  cents  per  pound;  mottou,  Hteninf*,  8  cents  per 
ponnd;  potk  aanaage,  12}  cents  per  pound;  beef  sausage,  10  cents  per  ponod. 

FISHERIES. 

Salmon. — Tbe  salmon  flHiieriws  in  this  Province  yielded  a  very  roach 
smaller  catch  than  in  other  years.  The  Halmoii  c»ught  in  tbe  streams 
herearepackedaudshipped  toI'3nropeand  Anstralia,  very  few  going  to 
tbe  United  States.  The  ^Ternmeut  of  this  Province  is  making  stren- 
noas  efforts  to  restock  the  streams  and  to  keep  np  the  supply.  The 
Province  has  a  hatchery  on  the  Fraser  River,  which  turns  out  about 
6,000,000  salmon  fry  each  year.  There  is  a  great  deiil  of  complaint 
made  here  that  the  people  of  the  State  of  Washington,  near  a  point 
where  tbe  Fraser  Kiver  hows  into  the  Straits  of  Juan  <Ie  Fiica,  have 
placed  traps,  and  in  consequence  the  salmon  have  been  caught  and  the 
mn  up  tlie  river  greiitly  diminished.  It  is  said  here  that  the  people  of 
Washington  ciitcli  in  their  traps  a  much  larger  qnantity  of  salmon  than 
they  can  utilize,  and  the  fish  are  left  to  decay  and  go  to  waste.  Just 
how  mnch  ground  there  is  for  this  complaint  I  am  unable  to  say,  as  I 
have  not  visited  the  section  where  these  traps  are  said  to  be  located. 
It  seems  to  me  that  a  conference  might  be  had  between  the  parties  in 
interest  on  both  sides  of  ihe  line  that  might  result  in  an  arrangement 
satisfactory  and  profitable  to  both, 

Halilmt, — The  hal  tbut  fisheries  are  being  conducted  in  a  manner  which 
mnst  undoubtedly  yield  a  profit  to  those  engaged  in  that  industry. 
The  halibut  are  very  abundant  iu  and  about  Queen  Charlotte  Sound. 
Steamers  go  from  here,  carrying  a  considerable  namber  of  boats  and 
fishermen.  One  steamer  a  few  days  ago  went  out  with  aboat  thirty 
fishermen,  was  gone  only  a  week,  and  returned  with  ISO  t<ine  of  halibut. 
This  halibut  is  the  finest  I  have  ever  seen.  The  fish  are  so  plentifdl 
that  they  do  not  fish  in  deep  water  for  them,  and  therefore  catch  only 
the  smaller  fish,  or  the  "chicken  halibut,"  as  they  call  them.  Ice  is 
taken  on  the  steamer,  and  the  fish  when  broaght  here  are  immediately 
trimmed  and  packed  in  ice  and  forwarded  to  the  markets  in  onr  Eastern 
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States.  The  flsb  company  bas  an  arranf^ment  with  the  railroad  by 
vbich  oara  cootaiuing  their  fish  are  attached  to  passenger  trains,  tbua 
going  through  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  The  New  England  Fish 
Company,  which  carries  on  the  halibnt  fishery,  has  made  arrangements 
with  the  Canadian  and  United  States  Governments  so  that  it  catches 
its  tish  beyond  the  3-mile  limit,  and  they  are  brought  here  and  nhipped 
throngh  to  points  in  the  CJnited  States  without  the  payment  of  duty  to 
either  tiovernment. 

Sturgeon. — Stnrgeon  fishing  in  carried  on  <]nite  extensively.  The 
fish  are  packed  in  ice  and  shipped  to  the  p]aatern  Stntes.  They  are  quite 
different  trom  those  taken  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  being  without  the 
thick,  heavy  scalea. 

There  are  large  quantities  of  other  food  fish  in  the  waters  adjacent 
to  this  Province.  Codflsh  are  found  in  great  abundance,  and  there 
seems  to  be  an  opportunity  for  someone  to  make  tlie  business  of  pack- 
ing the  codfish  profitable  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  employed  in  the 
halibntfishery.orthe  fish  could  be  taken  and  cured  here.  Undoubtedly 
a  ready  market  could  be  found  tor  them  upon  this  coast,  aa  well  as  in 
the  East. 

In  the  salmon,  halibut,  and  sturgeon  fisheries  there  is  a  very  consid- 
erable waste  of  the  heads,  tails,  fins,  entrails,  etc.,  that  could  be  atiliKe<l 
at  a  profit.  There  is  a  company  represented  here  now  that  liaa  been 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  utilizing  the  ofi'al  from  the  fish  to  make  glue, 
fertilizer,  etc.  Just  how  far  this  company  has  sncceeded  I  am  unable 
to  say.  If  it  should  go  forward,  it  will  afford  a  market  for  considerable 
quantities  of  the  gypsum  that  lie  in  the  interior  of  the  Province,  as 
qnantities  of  plaster  of  paris  are  needed  in  the  preparation  of  fertilizer 
&<om  fish  ofiEaL 


There  is  a  great  abundance  of  Inmber  in  this  Province,  quantities 
being  close  to  navigable  waters.  The  Douglas  fir,  or  Oregon  pine,  is 
the  most  important.  The  trees  of  this  variety  grow  to  an  enormous 
size,  many  to  a  height  of  nearly  400  feet,  with  a  circnmference  at  the 
base  of  more  than  60  feet.  The  growth  of  timber  is  very  great.  It  is 
not  at  all  uncommon  to  cut  500,0UU  feet  of  lumber  from  an  acre,  while 
20,000  feet  is  regarded,  I  believe,  as  a  good  cut  in  the  East.  The  Uong- 
las  fir  has  about  the  same  specific  gravity  as  oak.  It  stands  a  very 
heavy  strain,  and  in  therefore  well  adapted  for  bridges  and  similar 
work.  It  is  used  here  almost  exclusively  for  building  purposes.  It  is 
claimed  that  this  wood  is  welt  adapted  to  making  pulp. 

The  red  cedar  grows  in  great  abundance  and  to  very  great  size.  In 
this  section  of  the  Province  it  is  nsed  extensively  for  making  shingles 
and  for  inside  finish.  It  takes  a  very  high  polish  and  is  very  beautiful. 
In  the  northern  portion  of  the  Province  the  yellow  cedar  is  fonnd. 
This  has  not  been  cut  to  any  extent,  althongh  it  is  regarded  as  very 
valuable  timber  for  many  purposes,  and  it  will  undoubtedly  come  into 
market  at  an  early  date. 

In  the  interior  of  the  Provincetbe  aspen  poplar  is  fonnd  in  consider- 
able abundance.  This  and  the  white  apmce,  also  found  in  the  same 
re^on,  are  both  well  adapted  to  making  pulp. 

The  exports  of  Inmber  to  the  United  Btateshave  been  very  small 
daring  the  year  on  account  of  the  tarifi',  and  of  coarse  there  is  a  strong 
desire  for  modifications,  so  that  the  market  of  the  Llnited  States  may  be 
reopened  to  the  lumber  of  this  section.  Several  American  vessels  have 
loaded  Inmber  at  this  port  during  the  year  tor  China,  Australia,  and 
Soath  I     -■-'■ 
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AGBIOULTURB. 


The  agricultaral  productiona  of  tliis  Provioce  are  much  lenp  than  are 
required  to  supply  the  people  employed  in  the  mines  and  other  iudns- 
tries.  A  large  portion  of  the  Province  is  mountainous,  very  poorly 
adapted  to  agriculture,  and  all  the  land  is  so  heavily  timbered  thiit  it  is 
extremely  expensive  to  clear  it.  There  are  somevalleysiu  the  interior 
that  are  prodnciug  good  crops,  bnt  the  people  of  British  Columbia  must 
be  dependent  upon  other  commanitiea  for  a  large  portion  of  their  food 
Bupiilies.  Katnrally  the  food  supplies  should  come  from  the  Pacific 
States.  Meats,  flour,  fruits,  and  vegetables  are  coming  in  from  the 
States  in  considerable  qnantities,  but  owing  to  the  tariff  the  larger 
portio  of  such  supplies  is  brought  from  eastern  Canada,  At  preseot 
the  muCtou  sold  in  this  market  is  chiefly  brought  from  Australia. 


There  are  three  daily  newspapers  published  in  this  city,  several  week- 
lies at  different  points  In  the  ])rovince,  and  some  weeklies  and  monthlies 
pablished  here.  I  find  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  paper  con- 
Bnmed  here  by  these  publications  is  imiwrted  ironi  the  United  States. 
There  ia  no  paper  manufactory  in  this  Province,  although  there  is  abun- 
dant material,  excellent  water  power,  and  facilities  for  manufacturing 
paper  of  all  kinds,  and  these  advantages  would  seem  to  invite  some 
capitalist  to  establish  such  an  industry  here. 

I  have  made  considerable  effort  to  ascertain  the  source  of  the  supply 
of  stationery  and  other  facts  regarding  that  class  of  paper,  but  I  find 
there  is  no  wholesale  paper  dealer  in  this  Province,  and  those  engaged 
in  the  retail  basiDess  are  very  reticent  in  regard  to  all  questions  relating 
to  their  business.  I  am  satisfied,  however,  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  better  class  of  stationery  comes  i  n  from  the  United  States.  There 
is  a  very  large  consumption  of  the  coarser  papers,  used  by  the  retail 
dealers  for  wrapping  purposes,  and  also  by  the  fishery  and  firait-pack- 
ing  concerns.  This  class  of  paper  also  comes  in  large  part  from  the 
United  States.  It  seems  tome  that  tliereisanojwniug  for  a  wholesale 
paper  concern,  as  well  as  for  a  manufactory  of  paper. 

THE  KLONDIKE   MININQ  DISTEIOT. 

During  the  past  year  a  large  nnmber  of  people  have  passed  througli 
this  city  en  route  to  the  mining  fields  in  the  valley  of  the  Yakon. 
Many  were  citizens  of  the  Unit^  States.  At  the  very  beginning  of 
the  year  these  began  to  come  in  very  considerable  numbers.  They  all 
came  to  the  consulate  for  information  in  regard  to  the  mining  laws,  the 
routes  by  which  the  mining  districts  might  be  reached,  and  general  infor- 
mation. At  that  time  there  were  almost  no  mail  facilities  in  that  region, 
and  I  opened  a  registration  book  and  arranged  to  take  charge  of  the 
mail  matter  arriving  here  for  citizens  of  the  Uuited  States  who  had 
gone  north,  and  for  several  months  theofSce  was  overrun  with  inquiring 
miners.  On  one  day  the  number  of  persons  who  came  to  the  office 
reached  200.  I  employed  an  extra  clerk  at  my  own  expense,  and  gave 
him  charge  of  the  registration  book  and  care  of  the  miners'  mail.  This 
was  attended  to  very  methodically  and  with  the  very  best  results,  and 
we  have  received  thanks  from  large  numbers  of  our  Am<  rican  miners 
who  were  in  the  far  north.  The  improvement  in  transportation  and 
mail  facilities  has  been  so  great  as  to  relieve  as  of  much  of  the  work 
which  we  were  obliged  to  do  during  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

The  "  Lake  Atlin  district,"  already  referred  to,  is  much  more  easily 
reached  than  the  valley  of  the  Yuk<m,  the  climato  is  much  milder^and 
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the  facilitieB  for  working  the  mines  mnch  greater  than  in  the  more 
northerly  dintrict.  The  diBtrict  is,  however,  closed  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  The  provincial  parliament  has  jast  enacted  a  law  that 
none  bat  British  snbjecta  shall  be  ]>ermitted  to  engage  in  placer  mining 
within  LhiB  Province.  Of  conrse,  the  qnartz  miaing  is  »till  open  to  onr 
citizens,  bat  this  will  not  Invite  such  a  large  number  of  [wrsons  as 
would  have  gone  if  the  placer  mining  had  remained  open  to  citizens  of 
the  (Jnited  States.  I  regret  the  enactment  of  this  law  very  mnch 
indeed.  I  fear  that  it  will  revive,  to  some  extent,  the  hostile  feeling 
which  existed  between  the  citizens  of  this  Province  and  those  of  the 
cities  on  Paget  Soand  when  I  first  took  charge  of  the  consnlate.  For 
more  than  a  year  that  feeling  has  almost  entirely  disappeared  and 
the  most  friendly  relations  have  existed  between  the  people  on  both 
sides  of  the  border.  At  the  time  I  first  came  here  there  was  considera- 
ble complaint  on  the  part  of  Canadians  in  regard  to  the  cnsttnns 
regnlations  in  Alaska,  bat  that  matter  was  soon  adjusted  and  the 
treatment  of  our  miners  in  Canada  resulted  in  the  most  friendly  feel- 
ing.   1  hope  that  the  new  policy  will  be  altered. 

FAILUBEB. 

The  failnres  of  business  firms  in  this  Province  during  the  past  year 
were  as  follows:  Number,  52;  assets,  $560,247;  liabilities,  $643,795. 

STEAMSHIP   BATES. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  representatives  of  tbe  various  coast  shipping 
firms,  in  the  Pacific  Coast  Steamship  Company's  ofiice  in  Seattle,  the 
following  schedule  of  charges  for  steamers  operating  with  the  Alaskan 
ports  was  fixed.  The  rates  from  this  port  will  prowtbly  not  vary  very 
greatly  from  those  given  in  the  following  statement: 

For  pasnengeni,  flint  and  aecond  claas; 

To  WrangBll  Mid  polnti  Rtmth $IT    #10 

To  Jnnean 20      13 

To  Hkkgwft;  and  Dyea 26      15 

Wrongell  toSkagvsy 10 

G«ii«ral  merobBJidlM,  per  ton : 

ToWrangeill tS.OH 

To  Judmu 9.00 

To  Skagvay  and  Dfea 10.  OO 

Hor»eB  ftnd  cattle,  in  lota  of  loss  than  three,  to  all  Alaahan  pointe,  ^22.50  a  head; 

in  lota  of  more  tfaan  three,  $30  a  head ;  doga,  to  all  pointa,  $5. 

Preasod  meat,  two  and  a,  half  timee  the  rate  on  merchandiae,  1.  e. : 

To  Skagwaf  and  D;ea *25,00 

To  Jaoean 22.50 

ToWrangell ■. 20.00 

LiTo  hoga,  foar  timea  the  merohandiso  rate,  i.  e. : 

ToBkafpirar  and  Dfsa 40.00 

To  Jnnean 36.00 

ToWrangell 32.00 

Sheep,  merchandise  rnte,  estimated  at  500  ponnda  each : 

To  Skagway  andDjea 3.50 

To  Jnnean 2.26 

ToWranitell B.OO 

Lnmber,  per  thoneand  feet: 

To  Skagway  and  Dyaa g.50 

To  Jnnean 8.  BO 

ToWnmgell 7.60 

Hay,  per  ton: 

To  Skagway  and  Dyea 1,1.00 

To  Jnneaa 14,00 

ToWrangell 13,00 


COMMERCIAL   HELAT10N6. 
A-moHni  anrf  value  of  rHaUriaU  prodaetd,  1896  aitd  Jl 
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The  atwve  figures  are  for  the  two  years  ending  December  31,  1897. 
The  figures  for  1898  will  show  a  considerable  increase  over  those  for 
1897,  but  they  are  not  now  obtainable. 

cokcl'dsiok. 

Almost  the  entire  mineral  product  of  this  country  goes  to  the  United 
States.  The  people  of  this  Province  need  the  productions  of  the  Pacific 
coast  States,  and  but  for  the  Canadian  tariff  these  sopplies  could  be 
famished  more  cheaply  by  the  States  than  by  eastern  Canada. 

I  am  hopeful  that  the  Joint  High  GommissioD,  now  in  session,  will 
arrive  at  some  reciproca'  arrangement  by  which  the  farmers,  manutac- 
turera,  and  uierchau  ts  of  the  Pacflc  coast  States  may  find  a  larger  market 
for  their  goods  iii  this  Province  than  at  present. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  merchants  and  mannfacturers  should  make  a 
much  more  earnest  cauvass  in  this  market  than  they  have  yet  done.  I 
think  that  with  proper  effort  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
British  Columbia  could  be  very  largely  increased. 

There  are  many  opportunities  for  the  investment  of  capital  in  develop- 
ing the  mining  and  other  interests  here,  and  these  are  open  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States  ou  equal  terms  with  the  citizens  of  Canada. 

L.  Edwin  Uudley,  Consul. 

Vancouver,  January,  1899, 


vieroKiA, 

deferring  to  circular  of  August  5, 1898, 1  bug  to  state  that  since  the 
report  made  ftom  this  consulate  October  13,  1897,'  there  have  been  no 
material  changes  in  the  commerce  and  industries  of  this  consular 
district,  save  such  as  have  been  noted  iu  reports  forwarded  from  time  to 
time  during  the  past  year.  No  variation  has  been  ma<le  in  charges  for 
wharf  privileges  or  licenses  of  any  kind,  and  the  general  status  remains 
the  same  as  in  1897. 

The  lookedfor  prosperity  and  general  business  revival  anticipated 
this  year  did  not  materialize.  The  travel  incident  on  the  discovery  of 
the  Klondike  gold  fields  set  in  with  the  beginning  of  the  year  iu 
immense  volume,  and  tor  three  months  seemed  to  increase  day  by  day. 
Every  vessel  that  could  be  purchased,  or  leased,  or  patched  up,  was 
pressed  into  the  service  to  carry  enthusiastic  prospectors  and  their 

1  Commercial  EeUtiont,  lt596-97.  Vol.  I. 
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imiMNlimenta.  Not  only  were  the  trausportation  compHuies  over- 
biudeoed  with  buBiness,  bat  the  merchauts  of  Victoria  enjoyed  aa 
imuietise  trade,  which  was  largely  iiicreiiaed  by  the  fact  that  the 
miners'  licenses  were  to  be  obtained  at  the  custom-house  in  this  city, 
necessitating  the  calling  at  Victoria  of  many  who  would  otherwise  have 
"passed  by  on  the  other  side."  But  with  the  spriug  the  rush  subsided 
as  quickly  as  it  had  started,  and  trade  fell  ott'  proportionately,  while 
the  vessels  so  lately  crowded  to  excess  were  actually  ooiui)elled  to 
withdraw  from  the  service  owing  to  the  lack  of  buaiuess.  However,  a 
fair  amount  of  travel  has  been  going  north  all  through  the  snmmer 
months  and  a  number  of  steamers  are  engaged  regularly  in  plying 
between  Fugct  Sound  and  this  port  and  Alaska. 

Victoria  has  daily  connection  with  the  United  fitates  by  means  of  a 
flrst-class  steamer  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Baitroad  line,  which  makes 
the  run  to  Seattle  in  five  hours,  to  Fort  Townseud  in  three  hours,  and 
to  Tacoma  in  seven  hours.  Numerous  other  steamers  also  touch  here 
en  route  to  the  cities  of  Fuget  Sound,  which  with  San  Francisco  steam- 
ers ftiriiish  regular  service  every  fifth  day.  The  service  to  Alaskan 
ports  averages  twice  a  week. 

HABBOR   IMPB07¥:MENTS   AND    SHIPPING. 

No  important  improvements  have  been  made  during  the  past  year  in 
the  Harbor  of  Victoria,  which,  while  accommodating  coasting  steamers 
and  sailing  vessels  of  fair  proportion,  has  not  sufficient  depth  of  water 
for  deep-sea  vessels.  A  oomprehensive  plan  to  deepen  and  improve 
Victoria  Harbor  and  its  approaches  and  reclaim  tide-water  land  in  the 
heart  of  the  city,  involving  an  expenditure  of  $-1,000,000,  has  been  pre- 
pared by  a  loci  architect,  and  is  strongly  indorsed  by  the  local  press. 
Bat  the  scheme  requires  substantial  aid  from  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment, which  has  not  been  secured;  consequently,  nothing  has  been 
done  in  relation  thereto,  although  strong  hoi}es  are  indulged  that  the 
plan  will  altimately  be  consummated. 

Extensive  improvements  have  been  made  t«  what  is  known  as  the 
"Outer  wharf,"  situate  at  the  entrance  to  Victoria  Harbor,  during  the 
past  year.  Additions  have  been  made  to  each  of  the  wharves  situate 
at  this  point,  till  now  eight  ocean  steamers  can  dock  there  at  the  same 
time.  The  depth  of  water  is  always  ample  at  low  tide  for  the  largest 
steamships  that  traverse  the  Faciflc  Ocean.  The  eastern  wbarf  is 
now  120  feet  wide  and  1,000  feet  long,  and  has  a  freight  warehouse  GO 
by  721  feet.  The  western  wharf  is  100  feet  wide  by  750  feet  long,  and 
the  freight  warehouse  thereon'is  60  by  550  feet  It  is  claimed  that 
these  warehouses  are  now  the  largest  and  most  complete  on  the  I'acidc 
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It  will  be  aeen  that  three-fourtha  of  the  vesaels  cleariDK  ontward 
from  tills  port  carry  the  flag  of  the  United  States. 

In  addition  to  tlie  above,  during  the  same  period,  1,491  British  or 
Oanadian  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  533,389  tons,  cleared  ttom  Victoria 
for  different  ports  along  the  coast. 

The  clearances  of  vessels  from  Victorift  dnring  the  past  four  years 
ending  Jane  30  were: 
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The  past  year  shows  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  vessels,  bnt  an 
increase  of  tonnage. 

The  clearances  of  vessels  from  I^anaimo,  the  great  coal  port  of  the 
ooast,  during  the  past  three  years  have  been  as  follows: 
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The  Imports  Into  this  consttlar  district  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne 
30, 1898,  reached  the  total  of  «3,504,757,  of  which  »1,8M,276  came  direct 
from  the  United  8tates.  The  records  of  the  cnstom-hoase  show  how 
dependent  Tanconver  Island  is  on  the  United  States  for  its  daily  fbod. 
All  the  live  stock,  animals,  eggs,  bay,  cocoa,  plaster,  salt,  condensed 
milk,  etc.,  imported,  come  from  the  States,  and  as  the  popnlation 
increases  this  fact  lunst  become  more  prominent,  as  agricalture  is  not 
and  probably  never  will  be  an  important  element  in  the  economic  condi- 
tion of  this  island. 

The  importations  of  bicycles,  famitnre,  tiuirare,  etc.,  present  a  nota- 
ble increase  this  year.  United  states  manufactures  of  these  articles 
are  preferred  as  superior  in  esBeatiat  respects  and,  despite  the  tarifiT, 
are  almost  universally  used.  Especially  is  this  true  in  regard  to  bicy- 
cles, and  the  trade  is  steadily  increasing.  The  same  may  also  be  said 
of  musical  instruments,  mattresses,  electric-light  apparatus,  gunpow- 
der, sporting  goods,  etc. 

The  printing  presses  and  type  used  on  the  island  are  almost  entirely 
of  United  State.«  manufacture,  and  as  population  and  business  increase 
this  must  prove  to  be  a  good  field  for  the  type  founders  of  the  United 
States. 
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Imp«rU  lalo  eonvtUr  Hatriot  of  riolorja  AiriKf  jUoal  ysor  oMdiaf  J%it*  SO,  1S3S. 
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[tKj)tirl»  into  coiuular  dutrieti  of  riatoiia  during  JUcal  y«aT  endiiig  Juut  SO,  I, 
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EXPORTS. 
The  bulk  of  the  exports  from  thi»  island  cousists  of  coal  and  gold 
duBt,  The  former  is  mined  ou  the  island,  where  most  exteneive 
deposits  exist.  The  exports  of  coal  for  1898  reached  *2,625^7,  of 
which  (2,433,757  were  disposed  of  inthe  markets  of  tiie  United  States. 
The  gold  bnlUon  and  dast  exjiorted  were  brought  here  by  miners  and 
others  from  the  Klondike  regions,  and  nearly  $300,000  was  sent  to  the 
United  States  for  asaaying  and  coining. 


Exp«rti/ro»  consular  dUtricl  of  Fioloria  during  ;!<oa(  year  ending  June  SO,  1808. 
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Tbe  salmon  pack  of  British  Oolumbia,  in  which  many  buaineas  men 
of  Victoria  are  largely  intereBted,  amounted  this  year  to  scarcely  one- 
third  the  catch  of  1897.  That  was  an  exceptionally  good  season,  the 
pack  amounting  to  1,115,477,  while  this  year  tbe  yield  was  408,085 
cases. 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  quarantine  regulations  dnring  the 
past  year. 

Several  stem-wheel  steamers  were  constructed  here  during  the  early 
spring  for  navigation  on  the  Stikine,  Skeena,  and  other  rivers  to  tbe 
north,  leading  to  the  Klondike  region.  More  were  planned,  but  tbe 
rush  north  stopped  almost  as  soon  as  hostilities  were  declared  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  and  the  result  has  been  an  almost  total 
cessation  of  boat  building  for  the  present. 

Abraham  E.  Smith,  Consul. 

Victoria,  October  8,  i898. 


ONTARIO 

AMHERST BU ltd.  ■ 

I  find,  from  flgnrea  famished  me  through  the  courtesy  of  the  collector 
of  ooBtoma  at  this  port,  that  tbe  imports  for  tbe  year  1897  were  as 
follows: 

imports  into  Amha-ttbitrg  iUMet,  1S97. 

First  quarter $9,390 

Second  quarter I9,9S3 

Third  qaarter U,555 

Fourth  qnarter 24,861 

Total  for  1897 68,783 

Total  tor  1896 100,642 

This  shows  a  decrease  from  the  preceding  year  of  $31,760. 

ImporUf9T  AmkvrgOmrg  dUtrict,  firtt  Imif  of  18SS. 

Fi™t  onarter 914,106 

Second  qaartor  . 33,  S75 

Total 48,088 

Same  period,  1897 39,S73 

Inoreaee  for  1898 18,710 

The  above  imports  are  from  the  Unit«d  States.  Those  from  other 
foreign  countries  are  very  light. 

The  imports  are  varied,  and  cover  nearly  every  class  of  manufactured 
goods.  By  far  tbe  largest  single  item  is  iron  and  steel,  and  articles 
manafactured  therefrom.  In  spite  of  the  high  duties,  the  manufac- 
turers of  the  United  States  have  sold  in  1897  over  $26,000  worth  of 
iron  and  steel  bars,  tubing,  fittings,  stoves,  builders'  hardware,  jstc., 
jn  this  district,  containing  a  population  of  aboat  30,000,  and  1  con- 
sider that  the  trade  can  be  still  further  improved. 

The  importation  of  cotton  goods,  cordage,  millinery,  and  fancy  goods, 
hats  and  caps,  articles  of  manufacture  in  which  wood  enters  largely,  is 
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also  on  tbe  increaae.  Imports  of  bitimiinoDS  coal  are  foiling  off,  and 
those  of  trees  and  |il>(<it8  (amonnting  to  about  $3,500  iu  1897]!  are  now 
prohibited  on  account  of  the  San  Jose  scale. 

ExporU  to  llit  United  SMMfrom  Amheratburg,  1897. 

First  (inartor »8, 178 

SbcoiiiI  quarter 51,  SSI 

Tbtril<|uarter 41,331 

Fourth  i|uarter fi8,GS9 

Total  for  1H97 170,  W9 

Total  for  1896 280,214 

This  is  a  tlecreaae  from  the  preceding  year  of  $109,725,  largely  iu 
Inmber  and  other  forest  products. 

ExporU  to  Ike  OntUid  State*  from  Ai^eratbuTg.fint  half  iSOS. 

First  quarter 920,481 

Seoond  qnarter 93,619 

Total  first  half  1898 73,100 

Sanio  period  1897 60,029 

iDoreaw  fi>r  1898 13,071 

This  district  being  iu  such  close  proximity  to  the  United  States,  the 
lines  of  goods  ou  salb  are  practically  the  same  as  are  sold  at  home. 
While  the  excellence  of  many  of  the  articles  manufactured  in  the 
United  States  is  recognized,  tbe  Canadian  duty  impedes  their  importa- 
tion.   This  is  particularly  true  of  boot«  and  shoes,  bicycles,  textiles,  etc. 

No  meauB  of  transportation  have  been  opened  in  this  district  since 
the  last  annual  report,  and  there  are  no  regulations  or  laws  that  dis- 
criminate against  United  States  vessels. 

This  district  is  almost  purely  an  agricultural  one,  the  only  manu- 
facturing that  amounts  to  anything  being  the  making  of  elm  staves, 
which  industry  is  on  the  decline.  There  is  one  woolen  mill  mannfoc- 
turing  blankets  and  tweeds,  but  the  product  is  all  sold  in  Canada. 
There  are  several  cheese  factories,  but  none  of  the  pro«luct  is  exported 
to  the  United  States.    All  the  surplus  goes  to  England. 

There  was  a  mistake  made  in  last  year's  report  of  cheese  made  in  this 
district  in  18D6.'  The  official  report  shows  that,  instead  of  1,105,000 
pounds,  worth  $932,000,  as  reported  fW>m  this  consulate,  tbe  amount 
was  519,309  imunds,  worth  $42,042.  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the 
1897  ofScial  report. 

Chester  W.  Mabtin,  Consul. 

Amhebstbubg,  Augwt  30,  1898. 


BKUiE  VtljliE. ' 

Considerable  interest  is  being  manifested  in  the  mineral  deposits 
which  are  known  to  exist  in  this  consular  district,  but  which  have 
attracted  little  attention  for  the  past  twenty  years. 

Several  gold  mines  are  being  worked,  it  is  believed  successfully;  bat 
as  they  are  controlled  by  large  English  syndicates,  who  give  oat  no 
iuformation,  it  is  not  possible  to  state  tbe  results.    The  mineral  deposits 
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wbicfa  coDtaiD  the  gold  coDsiat  chiefly  of  mispickel,  witb  a  large  percent- 
age of  arsenic.  The  chief  difficulty  has  been  in  redaction  and  eepora- 
tioQ.    It  is  believed  that  lately  this  has  been  succesafully  accomplished. 

Iron  ore,  hematite,  and  magnetic,  as  well  as  some  bog  ore,  also  exist 
here,  the  iron  mines  at  Madoc  and  Marmora,  about  40  miles  north  of 
this  city,  shipping  several  carloads  daily  to  Hamilton,  Ontario,  to  be 
smelted. 

Mica  is  known  to  exist  at  several  points  in  this  coosolar  district,  bnt 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  indastry  at  Birds  Greek,  SO  miles  north 
of  here,  it  is  not  developed. 

Aotinolite,  which  is  nsed  for  rooting  purposes,  is  produced  to  a  limited 
extent,  a  portion  being  Bhipi>ed  to  Buffalo  and  Chicago. 

A  large  deposit  of  lead  is  being  worked  near  Qneensboro,  abont  40 
miles  north  of  this  city,  and  the  owners.  The  Calumet  Company,  of 
Ottawa,  I  understand,  are  abont  to  begin  operations  on  a  large  scalek 

Extensive  quarries  at  Crookston,  18  miles  north  of  this  city,  at  Fox- 
boro,  7  miles  north,  and  at  Point  Ann,  4  miles  east  of  Belleville,  produce 
excellent  limestone  in  courses  from  1  to  6  inches  in  thickness,  which  is 
extensively  used  by  the  Grand  Trunk  and  Canadian  Faoiflo  railways 
and  the  canals  and  other  public  works  throughout  Canada.  At  Point 
Ann  quarries,  blocks  100  feet  square  could  be  taken  out  if  they  could 
be  handled. 

Silver,  copper,  zinc,  molybdenam,  and  other  minerals  also  exist  in 
this  consalar  district,  and  I  am  collecting  data  for  a  comprehensive 
report  on  the  products  of  this  mineral  field,  to  be  forwarded  in  the  near 
ftitore. 

IBON   WOBKB. 

Frank  A.  Mitchell,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  has  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Belleville  to  transplant  his  rolling 
mills  (known  as  the  Thames  Iron  Works)  and  consolidate  with  the 
Messrs.  Abbot's  rolling  mills  of  Montreal,  and  begin  the  manufactnre 
ot  merchant  iron,  railroad  spikes,  nails,  spikes,  and  horseshoes.  The 
new  industry  will  be  established  in  this  city  under  the  name  of  the 
Abbot- Mitchell  Iron  and  Steel  Company  of  Canada,  Limited. 

Charcoal  iron  smelting  works,  recently  constructed  by  a  local  company 
at  Deseronto,in  this  consular  district,  will  commence  operations  within 
a  few  days.  The  ore  which  will  at  first  be  used  has  been  procnred  from 
the  Lake  Sux>erior  region  of  the  United  States,  but  proparatious  are 
being  made  to  smelt  the  ores  which  exist  in  abundance  in  the  northern 
townships  of  this  and  adjoining  counties,  within  30  miles  of  the  furnace 
and  on  tlie  lines  of  raiirmtd  wliioh  penetrate  the  interior  flrom  Belleville, 
Deseronto,  Trenton,  and  Kingston. 

TBASE. 

Statistics  of  the  various  lines  of  imports  and  exports  for  the  fiscal 
year  1898  can  not  he  procnred  in  advance  of  their  official  publication, 
which  has  not  taken  place;  however,  the  following  unrevised  state- 
ments hare  been  procured,  covering  four  out  of  the  six  customs  dis- 
tricts in  this  consular  district,  as  follows; 

ImporUfrom  the  Unittd  Slaitt  to  Iheporl  of  BelltvitU/or  ikefiBoal  year  e»4*d  JuntSO,  189S. 

Produce  uf  the  Unitcwl  States M61,529 

Foreign  goods  la  bond  via  United  Stntes 32,187 

Foreign  goods  puiDhasod  in  bond  in  United  Status 3,963 
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Prodncts  of  minM 

Prodnote  of  fiaheriM 

Prodncta  of  forest 

Animals  and  tboir  produce 

Animals  aud  their  prodnoe  in  b( 

AffrloDltnral  prodacta 

Agricultural  prodacta  in  bond  e 

HoDnfoctnree 

HiBC«llanooiiB , 


136 

; 63,467 

id  en  route  tu  F.nrope 136,070 

6,666 

ronte  to  Garope 47,013 

1L741 

100 


ToUl 267,633 

The  total  exports  of  tbe  port  of  Belleville  were  $977,274,  of  which 
$709,041  {mostly  butter,  cheese,  and  eggs)  went  by  the  St.  Lawrence 
River. 

Port  of  Ve$»ronto,  for  tht  ytar  endtd  June  SO,  189S. 


Untted  Statu. 

*za,§M 

O^UBriUl. 

Total. 

Fr» 

e,zu 

37,  Ml 

«.«!1 

"" 

' 

SUles. 

Onat 
BrlUIa. 

Atrta.. 

loUl. 

PS 

«Z40.4;7 
1,0!* 

wi.va 

ilia 

1M,73« 

212.  on 

7,  sot 

(U,T1S 

In^orl*  «iH«n»g  ike  port  of  FuiU>n,  far  At  y«ar  endtd  Jum  SO,  1S3S. 

M«dS«.U.. 

Othsr  conn- 
trte*. 

Total. 

vs 

%a 

M,797 

38.  «0 

}  the  United  States  were  «64,149;   other  countries,  S5S,941;  total. 


Import*  entering  tke  port  of  TrvK  ton,  for  the  gear  ended  June  Si 


(TnlMd  Stale*. 

Otber  IWBD- 
iri™. 

TotU. 

T^nfl.hU 

•17,B8S 

M.S1I 

_      _._ 

Of  the  $14,892  of  imports  from  other  roiiotries  than  tbe  United  States  the  valae  of 
fCoods  imported  in  iKindthroagfa  tlio  Untted  >St»t<'!>  nuiouuti'il  to  ¥6,747;  via  the  St. 
Lawrence,  94,001;  total,  »10,74N. 

Tho  exports  to   tbe  United   States   were  »150,36T;   to  other  ooan tries,  tE2,29Bi 
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MAJfUFAOTUBlNa  IN  CAKADA. 

Daring  tbe  post  twelve  montlis  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in 
the  mannikctaring  indnstriea  of  Oaiiada,  and  particularly  in  tbe  ProT- 
iace  of  Outario.    Tbe  cattses  appear  to  be — 

First.  Followicg  the  acceesiou  to  power  of  the  Liberal  party  in  1896, 
the  manafactarers,  fearing  a  redaction  in  the  tariff',  curdled  produc- 
tion; bat  that  fear  was  not  realized,  the  tariff  not  being  materially 
changed.  In  conseqnence  the  mannfacturers  are  now  pnshing  work  to 
replace  depleted  stocks,  and  great  activity  is  manifest. 

Second.  Pablic  works  are  being  energetically  prosecuted,  notably 
the  work  on  the  Sonlanges  and  Trent  Valley  canals,  the  deepening  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  canals,  the  parchase  of  the  Drammond  Coanty  Rail- 
way, the  reoonstmction  of  the  Victoria  Bridge  at  Uontreat,  the  con- 
strnction  of  new  railways  in  Nova  Hcotia,  and  tbe  conatraction  of  the 
Crow's  Vest  Paaa  Bailway.  These  and  other  public  and  private  enter- 
prises have  entailed  a  vast  expenditure  of  money  and  given  a  great 
stimulus  to  varions  linee  of  industry. 

Third.  Preparation  of  supplies  for  tbe  Klondike  gold  fields  and 
extensive  mining  operations  in  British  Oolnmbia  and  different  portions 
of  Ontario. 

HlCHABL  J.   HbNDBICK,  ContvL 

Beixeville,  2foz)ember  1, 1898. 


HASTniaS  MINEBAL  DISTKIOT. 

The  geological  formation  of  the  "Hastings  mineral  district,"  which 
extends  northward  from  the  Bay  of  Quinte — on  which  Belleville  is 
situated — for  a  distance  of  about  ICO  miles,  and  eastward  and  westward 
across  this  entire  consular  district,  consists  of  the  Trenton  limestoue 
fonnatiouj  extending  from  navigable  water  to  the  vicinity  of  Moira 
Lake,  a  distance  of  28  miles,  where  occurs  a  narrow  belt  of  "bird's- 
ey^  or  Black  Biver  limestone,  more  ahaly  than  the  Trenton,  the 
region  beyond,  consisting  of  Huronian  formation,  qnartzites,  conglom- 
erates, dolomites,  slates,  etc,  interspersed  with  syenites,  crystalline 
limestone,  gneiss,  and  granites,  iu  which  orthoclase  feldspar  is  the 
predominating  constitnent. 

The  whole  district  has  been  snbject  to  glacial  action,  and  the  valleys 
are,  in  most  cases,  covered  with  alluvial  soils  and  gravels.  The  min- 
eral deposits  are  found  at  or  near  the  conjunction  of  the  igneons  rooks 
with  the  metamorphicj  and  generally  within  50  miles  of  Belleville,  with 
railroads  extending  within  a  few  miles  of  tbe  mines. 


The  first  discovery  of  gold  in  qnartz,  in  the  Hastings  mineral  region, 
was  made  iu  the  summer  of  1863,  iu  the  township  of  Belmont,  county 
of  Peterborough.  For  some  time  previous  the  existence  of  the  pre- 
cious metal  in  tbe  Huronian  rocks  of  this  district  had  been  known  to 
the  offioera  of  the  geological  survey,  but  from  such  assays  as  had 
been  made  there  was  reason  to  doubt  its  occorrence  in  paying  quanti- 
ties, and  tbe  Oovemmetit  suppressed  the  fact,  in  tbe  public  interest; 
hence  this  discovery  passed  virtuulty  unheeded. 

In  the  autumn  of  1866,  however,  tbe  aspect  of  affairs  was  completely 
changed  by  the  discovery  of  an  extraordinarily  rich  deposit  of  gold  in  a 
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hill  OQ  tlie  farm  of  Jobu  Eichardsoti,  in  tUe  townsliii>  of  Madoc.  This 
property  was,  ia  July  of  that  year,  leased  by  local  miners  oamed  Her- 
bert Powell  and  NichoIaB  Snider,  who  some  weeks  later  commenced  to 
sink  a  shaft  for  copper.  At  a  depth  of  4  feet  from  the  surface  they 
found  a  pocket  of  black  sand,  and,  not  knowing  what  it  contained,  they 
took  it  to  a  jeweler  in  Madoc,  who  found  it  rich  in  gold.  At  a  depth  of 
16  fleet  a  mach  larger  pocket  containing  the  same  material  was  struck, 
in  a  sort  of  cave  1'^  feet  long  C  high  and  6  wide.  From  this  deposit  1 
gallon  of  the  sand  was  taken  and  was  sold  for  $2  to  two  men,  who 
extracted  from  it  gold  to  the  value  of  t:iOO.  From  a  soap  box  filled 
with  a  portion  of  the  contents  of  the  pocket  9I,00U  in  gold  was  taken. 
Other  pockets  of  the  same  character  were  found,  and  hero  and  there 
the  rock  wus  literally  studded  with  gold,  but  no  vein  conld  be  found, 
although  successive  leasees  expended  large  sums  of  money  in  the 
atteuii>t,  and  finally,  after  two  years  of  fruitless  labor,  the  BicfaardBon 
Liil  was  abandoned,  after  fortunes  liad  been  spent  and  ruin  brought  to 
many  in  vain  attempts  to  gather  wealth  from  its  elusive  riches.  Snb- 
sequent  attempts,  made  by  small  operators,  with  nothing  but  local 
knowledge  to  qualify  them  for  their  task,  resulted  in  an  equally 
disastrous  manner;  but,  no  doubt,  further  efforts  will  be  made  in  years 
to  come. 

The  result,  however,  of  the  discovery  of  the  historic  RichardsoQ 
mine,  although  disastrous  to  all  who  invested  their  means  in  its  devel- 
opment and  productive  of  considerable  loss  to  thousands  wlio  fiock^ 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  to  the  new  "  El  Dorado"  on  itA  fame  being 
spread  abroad,  was  of  solid  advantage.  It  caused  the  spread  during 
the  two  succeeding  years  of  an  army  of  prospectors  over  Madoc  and 
other  townships  east,  west,  and  north,  in  which  a  nnmber  of  prospects 
of  gold-bearing  quartz,  in  veins  of  fVom  4  to  12  feet  in  width,  were 
located.  What  has  proved  to  be  the  most  important  of  these  discov- 
eries was  made  in  1868,  on  lot  6,  iu  the  eighth  concession  of  Marmora, 
where  pieces  of  quartz  containing  nuggets  of  gold  were  found  on  the 
surface.  A  vein  of  over  6  feet  in  width  was  developed  by  excavating 
a  few  feet  below  the  surface,  and  traced  for  a  long  distance.  The  late 
Mr.  W.  J,  Gatlin^  (a  brother  of  the  inventor  of  the  Oatling  machine 
gun)  about  this  time  purchased  a  location  on  this  vein,  long  known  as 
the  "  Gatling  Mine,"  and  for  several  years  worked  it,  but,  owing  to  the 
refractory  character  of  the  ore,  without  pecuuiaiy  success.  Specimens 
of  these  ores  were  exhibited  at  the  Centennial  Exposition,  at  Fbiladel- 
pfaia,  in  1876,  and  there  awarded  a  medal  and  diploma. 

The  cause  of  failure  in  Mr.  Qatling's  operations  was  the  presence  of 
a  large  percentage  of  arsenic  in  the  ores,  which  assayed  from  $30 
to  #40  per  ton.  In  or  about  1876  Mr.  Bicbaril  P.  Rothwell,  editor  of 
the  Engineering  and  Mining  Journal,  of  New  York,  headed  a  syndi- 
cate which  purchased  the  Gatling  mine  and  some  properties  adjoiniDg, 
worked  them  extensively,  and  for  three  years  labored  unsuccessfhtly, 
their  separation  process — the  chlorination  process — proving  ineiQcient, 
the  greater  portion  of  the  gold  going  into  the  tailings,  from  which,  after 
the  com i>any  ceased  operations,  a  large  percentage  of  gold  was  recovered 
by  hand  working,  At  present  the  property  is  the  seat  of  the  chief 
gold-mining  industry  in  the  Hastings  mineral  district,  and  will  be 
spoken  of  more  particularly  in  its  proper  place. 

Following  the  discovery  of  gold-bearing  quartz  veins,  a  large  number 
of  prospects  were  opened  and  worked  contemxK>raneoasly  with  the  Gat- 
ling, but  all  proved  unprofitable,  although  equally  rich,  and  for  the 
same  reaeon.    Of  these  may  be  mentioned  the  Bean  and  Williams,  the 
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Feigel  (now  the  (Jrescent),  which  was  worked  for  three  years  by  John 
McFee,  of  Belleville,  the  Gillea,  the  Dale,  the  Gladatone,  the  iilooin- 
fleld,  the  Hawkeye,  the  Cameron,  the  Pearce,  and  the  Toronto  Com- 
pany's mine  in  Harmora,  the  Banuockbnra,  in  Madoc,  and  the  Barry, 
ID  £lzivir.  These,  together  with  the  Craig  mine,  in  Madoc,  and  other 
r«centdiBcoTerie8,areat  present  dormant.  Prospecting  has  been  going 
on  actively  daring  the  past  two  seasons,  and  it  has  been  found  that 
gold  exists  in  the  townships  of  Bawdon,  Hnntlngton,  Hnogerford, 
Madoc,  Marmora,  Elzivir,  Grimsthorpe,  Tador,  Lake,  WoUaston,  Lim- 
erick, Cashel,  Bangannon,  and  Faraday  in  the  coauty  of  Hastings,  in 
the  township  of  Kaladar,  in  Addington  Coanty,  In  Belmont  and  other 
townships  la  Peterborongh  Coauty,  and  in  the  coanty  of  HaliburtAu, 
a  region  of  some  80  by  30  miles.  As  the  district  is  penetrated  by  sev- 
eml  railroads,  with  a  nne  farming  country  to  the  south,  and  even  within 
ifa  borders  a  large  area  of  cultivated  land,  and  as  labor  and  iiiel  are 
abnndant  and  cheap,  the  conditions  are  as  favorable  as  could  be  possi- 
bly desired  for  the  economical  operation  of  the  mining  indastry. 


In  1896  a  new  era  dawned  on  the  gold-mining  indastry  in  the  dis- 
trict, when  the  Canadian  Gold  Fields  Company  (limited),  an  English 
company,  leased  the  properties  formerly  held  by  the  Consolidated  Gold 
Mining  Company,  in  Marmora.  After  testing  the  ore  by  the  bromo- 
cyanide  process  of  extraction,  by  which  they  found  they  were  able  to 
secure  92  per  cent  of  the  gold,  leaving  metallic  arsenic  to  the  value  of 
aboat  $25  pei'  ton  in  the  craahings  to  be  extracted  from  the  tailings, 
they  erected  the  necessary  works  and  not  only  proceeded  to  operate 
on  a  large  scale,  but  to  purchase  all  the  desirable  gold  properties  they 
could  secure.  Their  investment  up  to  date,  according  to  the  most 
reliable  authority,  amounts  to  aboat  $750,000.  In  April,  1898,  their 
reduction  works  were  destroyed  by  fire,  and  since  that  time  they  have 
been  occupied  in  replacing  them.  The  new  works,  which  are  nearly  com- 
pleted, wUl  differ  in  some  respects  from  those  which  they  will  replace. 
They  include  a  10-stamp  mill,  to  which  another  of  tbe  same  capacity 
will  be  added  in  tbe  coming  spring.  They  will  secure  the  coarse  gold, 
most  of  which  was  lost  by  the  former  method  of  separation,  by  amalga- 
mation, and  the  tailii>gs  will  be  put  through  the  bromo-cyanide  process 
for  the  fine  gold,  while  apparatus  for  extracting  the  arsenic  will  form 
part  of  the  plant  The  company  is  at  present  employing  200  men, 
which  number  will  be  doubled  when  the  works  are  in  operation.  The 
veins  (now  sunk  to  a  depth  of  180  feet,  showing  an  increase  in  widtli 
as  the  level  is  lowered)  consist  of  quartz  which  carries  a  mispickel 
containing  10  per  cent  of  metallic  arsenic.    It  assays  from  $11  to  $30  in 

fold,  averaging  $16  to  the  ton,  of  which  $11  x>er  ton  has  been  secured 
y  the  procesa  heretofore  in  use. 

The  Cordova  Exploration  Company,  another  English  concern,  is 
operating  what  has  been  known  as  the  "Belmont  Mine,"  in  the  town 
sliip  of  Belmont,  Peterborough  County,  a  few  miles  west  of  tlie  village 
of  Marmora  and  in  the  vicinity  of  where  gold  was  discovered  in  18C3, 
as  above  related.  The  ore  is  a  low-grade  quartz,  carrying  15  per  cent 
of  snlphurets,  and  yields  $8  per  ton.  The  concentrates,  which  carry 
mncli  gold,  have  not  yet  been  worked  up.  I  am  told  that  the  prodact 
la  $1,200  per  week.  A  10-stamp  mill  and  65  men  are  employed. 
What  is  known  as  the  "  Diamond  mine,"  in  the  township  of  Madoc, 
has  been  worked  for  some  time  by  Mr.  D.  E.  K.  Stewart,  of  Madoc,  the 
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owner.  Mr.  Stewart  states  that  the  ore  is  qoartz,  contaiDiDg  a  large 
percentage  of  uiispickel,  with  trex,  gold  in  nuggets  visible  in  the 
quartz  an<l  in  the  mispickel,  and  that  out  of  eight  samples  from  the 
vein  which  he  )iad  assayed  by  the  Trail  Smelting  Company,  of  Trail, 
Uritisli  Columbia,  the  lowest  assayed  92&  and  the  ricliest  9900  per  ton, 
and  that  the  provincial  assay  oSlce  in  this  city  fonnd  similar  results, 
lieports  are  rife  at  present  of  a  very  rich  deposit  of  gold  having  been 
found  on  this  property,  but  as  yet  1  have  not  been  able  to  verify  their 
truth,  and  state  the  fact  for  what  it  is  worth. 

With  the  object  of  assisting  miners  in  their  quest  for  gold  and  other 
minerals  in  this  region,  the  government  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  has 
established  in  the  city  of  Belleville  a  public  assay  oGBce  and  informa- 
tion bnrean,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  J,  Walter  Wells,  B.  Sc,  which 
has  proved  to  be  of  great  assistance  to  those  who  have  had  occasion  to 
call  on  him  tor  information  and  assays.  In  a  former  report  I  gave  infor- 
mation of  this,  together  with  tariff  of  charges  for  assays,  etc.' 

Another  establishment  of  a  useful  and  beneficial  character  is  the 
Toronto  Smelting  Company's  reduction  works  at  Madoc,  nnder  the 
management  of  Mr.  W,  A,  Huugerford,  who  has  been  engaged  in  min- 
ing in  this  district  since  18G7.  Custom  crnshing  and  assaying  are  done 
in  these  works,  which  are  also  turning  oat  arsenic,  matte,  and  mineral 
wool. 

Of  the  diffusion  of  gold  in  numerous  quartz  veins  thronghoat  this 
district  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  it  has  been  demonstrated  with 
equal  certainty  that  it  exists  In  the  great  majority  of  the  veins  In  pay- 
ing quantities,  provided  a  process  suitable  to  its  extraction  from  Its 
matrice  is  used.  The  deepest  siuking,  bo  fer,  is  180  feet,  in  the  old 
"Gatling;"  others  range  from  90  feet  to  mere  surface  blastings.  The 
troth  is,  as  no  donbt  has  been  noted  throughout  this  report,  uiat  this 
can  not  be  called  a  ''  poor  man's"  gold  field,  as  the  production  of  gold 
requires  large  oi>eration8  and  considerable  capital  to  make  it  snccess&l 
financially. 

ARSKNIC. 

The  extensive  deposits  of  mispickel,  or  arsenical  pyrites,  offer  induce- 
ments to  investors,  especially  to  those  having  practical  experience  in 
the  manufacture  of  arsenical  products  and  a  tliorongb  knowledge  of 
the  demands  of  the  trade.  The  mispickel  contains  46  per  cent  of 
metallic  arsenic  combined  with  iron  and  sulphur,  and  the  deposits  are 
mixed  with  gangue  minerals,  so  that  the  deposits  mn  from  1!^  to  40  per 
cent  of  metallic  arsenic.  The  area  in  which  deposits  of  arsenical  pyrites 
are  found  extends  from  Flinton  on  the  east  to  Marmora  on  the  west,  a 
distance  of  40  miles,  and  several  miles  north  and  south,  all  within 
Hastings  County  and  in  this  consular  district,  being  about  30  miles 
from  navigable  waters,  with  three  or  four  railroads  running  through  it. 
Keveml  deposits  containing  gold  have  been  worked,  and  in  the  "Gat- 
ling," as  related  above,  tbe  mispickel  is  still  abundant  at  a  depth  of 
180  feet. 

Arsenical  pyrites  is  the  raw  material  utilized  in  the  manufacture  of 
white  arsenic,  realgar,  ori)iment,  paris  green,  used  aa  vermin  destroy- 
ers for  cattle  and  sheep,  potato  bugs  and  plagues  on  vegetation.  It  is 
also  considerably  employed  for  hardening  lead  shot,  as  well  aa  in  other 
mann&ctures  too  numerous  to  mention. 

The  cost  of  extraction  of  white  arsenic  and  other  commercial  prod- 
ucts ftom  the  ore  depends,  as  elsewhere,  on  the  technical  skill  and 
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boBiness  abUity  of  the  managers.  This  district  lias  the  distinct  advan- 
tages of  cheap  labor,  abundant  sapply  of  wood,  wat«r,  and  farm  prod- 
acts,  and  convenient  railway  facilities  to  navigable  waters  and  the 
American  markets.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to  work  the  deposits 
for  arsenic,  as  the  German  and  English  products  have  heretofore  con- 
trolled the  markets,  bnt  as  the  snpply  from  those  soiirccH  is  falling  off 
iiiid  is  short  of  the  demand,  there  is  apparently  an  o|>cuing  for  the 
indastry  here,  and  it  is  claimed  that  tliitt  is  the  largest  deposit  of 
arsenical  pyrites  in  the  world. 


Although  tbe  existence  of  silver  in  promising  quantities  in  some  of 
the  gold-bearing  veins  discovered  in  the  Buronian  rocks  and  in  some 
of  the  deposits  of  galena  has  long  been  known,  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  mine  this  metal  in  the  Hastings  district.  In  the  northern 
part  of  the  township  of  MewIoc  is  a  vein  of  quartz  carrying  argentite, 
which  assayed  122  ounces  to  the  ton.  This  vein — in  the  Bloomfleld  gold 
mine,  a  mispickel  prospect — carries  silver  to  the  value  of  from  $40  to 
¥60  to  tbe  ton.  The  Khodes  vein,  in  Elzivir,  carries  fi-oni  »16  to  418 
per  ton  in  silver  and  from  $12  to  $18  per  ton  in  gold.  A  deposit  of 
galena,  the  extent  of  which  haa  not  yet  been  determined,  in  tbe  town- 
ship of  Barrie  has  tested  60  onnces  of  silver  to  the  ton.  The  galena 
elsewhere  in  this  district  contains  generally  a  certain  amonnt  of  silver, 
from  1  to  16  ouDces  to  the  tun. 


TbfflK  are  numerous  deposits  of  magnetic  iron  tu  both  the  Lauren, 
tiao  and  Hnronian  rocks  of  this  district,  the  extent  of  several  of  which 
has  been  tested  by  diamond-drill  borings  and  by  actual  mining.  The 
ores  vary  from  46  to  70  per  cent  metallic  iron,  .many  being  of  grade 
snitable  for  Bessemer  steel  manufacture,  while  otiiers  contain  small 
percentages  of  sulphur  and  phosphorus.  Hematite  and  bog  iron  also 
exist  and  are  being  produced  iu  tiiis  district. 

As  early  as  1820  in  Marmora,  and  1837  in  Madoc,  charcoal  fnniaces 
for  the  treatment  of  the  ores  in  these  localities  were  erected,  and  pro- 
duced both  pig  and  bar  iron  of  excellent  quality,  but  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation, viz,  $4  per  ton  over  rough  roads  to  Belleville,  the  nearest 
point  on  navigable  waters,  proved  too  high  for  profitable  working,  and 
the  fumaees  were  abandoned. 

In  1880  and  Kuccessive  years  shipments  were  made  from  the  Madoc 
mines  via  Belleville,  and  from  Coe  Hill  mines  via  (Jeutral  Ontario 
E^lway  and  by  vessel  from  Wellers  Bay,  to  the  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Ohio  furnaces,  but  the  imposition  of  75  cents  per  ton  dnty 
by  the  United  States  in  1800  (now  40  cents  per  tou),  along  with  tbe  pro- 
duction of  ore  iu  the  Lake  Superior  region  of  the  United  States,  put  an 
end  to  the  trade. 

In  1806  the  Bamilton  (Canada)  coke  blast  furnace  began  parcliasing 
ores  from  this  district,  and  steady  shipments  have  been  made  since, 
averaging  .'tUO  tons  per  week  at  present.  Hematite  and  bog  iron  ores 
are  known  to  exist  in  Madoc  Township  and  elsewhere,  but  have  not 
been  worked  to  any  extent,  until  recently,  since  1885. 

The  Deseronto  Iron  Company  is  completing  works  for  the  production 
of  charcoal  iron  which  will  have  a  maxinuini  capacity  of  70  tons  per 
day  and  will  be  under  way  by  January,  1809.  At  present  the  com- 
pany is  bringing  its  supply  of  iron  ore  from  the  Lake  Superior  region 
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of  the  United  States,  but  the  development  of  the  iron  miues  in  tbis 
Bection  of  Ontario  and  tributary  to  this  point,  by  way  of  the  Bay  of 
Qainte  Bailway,  the  Kingston  aud  Pembroke  Uailway,  the  Madoc  branch 
of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad  via  Belleville,  and  the  Central  Ontario 
Bailway  via  Trentou  will  eventually  lead  to  the  use  of  Oaoadifm  ores 
to  the  full  requirements  of  the  furnace. 

Shipments  are  being  made  from  the  following  mines  in  this  diBtrict 
to  the  Hamilton  fbruace,  viz:  By  Arthar  Coe  from  the  Welch  mine 
(hematite)  and  the  St,  Charles  mine  and  another  property  (both  mag- 
netic), all  ill  the  township  of  Madoc;  the  Wallbridge  mine  (hematite) 
in  MadoG,  and  the  Dufierin  mine  (m^iietic)  iu  Marmora. 


A  very  large  deposit  of  galena  in  Madoc  is  being  worked  by  the 
Calamet  Company,  of  Ottawa,  Ontario,  pre])aratiotis  having  been  made 
on  a  large  scale.  Galena  exists  iu  the  townships  of  Barrie,  Tudor,  Lake, 
Marmora,  and  Limerick. 

Purple,  yellow,  and  gray  deposits  of  copper  have  been  discovered  in 
Marmora,  Madoc,  BIzivir,  Lake,  Ohandos,  Barrie,  aud  Methuen  town- 
ships, but  although  they  range  from  7  to  ^^  per  cent  their  reduction  has 
never  been  engaged  iu  otherwise  than  experimentally.  One  mine  in 
Barrie  is  at  present  shipping  the  gray  sulphite  to  New  York  iu  small 
quantities. 

Some  deposits  of  mica  have  been  found  in  Huugerford  and  Faraday; 
in  the  latter  township  a  mine  is  being  worked  in  a  small  way.  I  have 
heard  that  a  gentleman  from  New  York  State  has  several  properties 
in  the  Eingaton  consular  district,  county  of  Frontenau,  which  are 
being  worked  at  a  handsome  proflt;  but  although  I  have  writt«n  to  him 
asking  information  regarding  them  be  does  not  seem  to  wish  to  give  it. 
Other  properties,  I  have  heard,  are  being  profitably  worked  in  that 
county. 


Qaarries  at  Bridgewater  and  Madoc  were  worke<1  for  some  years,  bat 
are  now  idle,  although  the  product  was  of  gowl  quality  for  bnilding 
purposes  aud  for  the  manufacturo  of  lime.  Marble  beds  also  exist  in 
Belmont,  Marmora,  and  Limerick. 

ACTmOUTB. 

This  mineral  is  found  in  the  townships  of  Ilnngerford,  Elzivir,  Grims- 
tfaorjK!,  and  Kaladar  in  veins  and  bodies  found  in  a  band  of  serpentine 
which  traverses  that  Imtality  for  many  miles.  The  only  workings  of 
any  considerable  extent  are  at  the  village  of  Bridgewater  and  in  the 
township  of  Kalatlar.  At  the  former  place  an  opening  was  made  OD  a 
vein  4  feet  in  width,  and  at  a  depth  of  40  feet  the  vein  had  widened  to 
10  feet,  while  the  quality  has  improved  with  the  depth.  For  several 
years  a  mill  for  the  grinding  of  actinolite  and  other  fibrous  material 
has  been  in  operation  at  Bridgewater,  and  its  product  is  shipped  to  the 
Unite4  States  for  rooting  purposes.  The  product  of  the  Raladar  mine 
is  sent  in  its  crude  state  to  Stat«n  Island,  Kew  York,  and  part  of  it  is 
used,  I  understand,  for  wainscoting,  it«  fireproof  qualities,  together 
with  it!>  very  handsome  appearance  when  ])oli8hed,  making  a  very  fine 
material  for  this  purpose. 
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COUUNDUH. 

Gomiidam  is  tliu  Iiardeat  Hubatiiii«e  fuaiid  id  a  native  state  nest  tbe 
diamond,  and  U  valuable  as  aD  abrasive.  The  deposits  in  this  neigh- 
borliood  extend  over  an  area  of  300  square  miles  and  are  nearly  all 
controlled  by  the  government  of  Ontario,  which  has  withdrawn  it  from 
sale,  and  it  can  only  be  acquired  by  lease.  Thin  was  done  with  a  view 
of  creating  a  home  industry,  and  any  person  Hhowing  that  he  baa  suffi- 
cient capital  to  otierate  will,  J  understand,  be  given  special  privileges. 
The  rental  for  the  tlrst  yeiir  will  be  t>0  cents  per  acre  and  for  subse- 
quent years  16  cents  i>er  acre.  Full  information  can  be  procured  by 
addresHing  Mr.  Archibald  Bine,  director  of  the  bureau  of  mines, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  or  J,  Walter  Wells,  B.  8c.,  assayer  of  the  bureaa  of 
mines,  Belleville,  Canada. 


Limestone  of  tbe  bettt  quality  abounds  in  this  consnlar  district.  Lar^ 
quarries  are  being  worked  within  a  few  miles  of  this  city,  trom  which 
atone  is  taken  for  bailding  pnrposes,  canal  and  railroad  coiistructioD,eto. 


In  but  two  localities  in  this  district  have  there  been  discoveries  of 
asbestus,  viz,  in  Elzevir  and  Marmora.  The  former  is  owueil  by  the 
Standard  Asbestus  Company  of  New  York,  of  which  ex-Governor 
Campbell,  of  Ohio  (now  of  New  York),  is  president,  and  the  latter  by 
the  North  American  Stone  and  Asbestus  Company  of  New  York.  The 
mineral  in  tbe  latter  vein  is  of  the  cbrysotile  variety  and  the  fibers  do 
not  exceed  one-tbird  of  an  inch  in  length.  In  tlie  former  it  is  abont  1 
inch  long  and  is  white  and  strong,  bat  in  barsh  to  tbe  toncb.  No  work 
is  at  present  being  done  on  these  properties. 


Massive  talc,  or  steatlta,  CNicurs  in  Elzevir  and  Kaladar,  and  the  foli- 
ated variety  has  been  discovered  in  Grimetliorpe  in  large  veins.  No 
extensive  workings  of  these  minerals  have  as  yet  been  attempted. 


Deposits  of  apatite,  or  phosphate  of  lime,  of  snimrior  quality  are 
numerous,  but  all  the  mines  are  idle,  as  the  products  of  the  Carolina 
and  Florida  mines  have  control  of  the  market,  rendering  operations 
here  unprofitable. 


A  considerable  quantity  has  been  found  in  the  northeast  comer  of 
Hntigerford. 

OTHER   METALS. 

Zinc  has  been  discovered  in  tbe  townships  of  Lake  and  Ilungerford. 
Bismuth,  molybdenum  and  nickel  have  also  been  found,  the  latter  being 
a  mere  trace  usually,  excepting  in  Cbaiidos,  where  it  seems  to  exist  in 
laying  quantities. 

UTHOaRAPRIC  STONE. 

A  belt  of  this  mineral,  which  is  found  in  Marmora  township,  has  been 
at  times  worked  by  various  individaals  and  companies,  chiefly  Ameri- 
cans, but  is  at  present  dormant.    In  lSt)3,  a  qaxny  100  feet  long  and  50 
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feet  wide  was  suuk  to  a.  ileitth  of  25  feet  by  the  North  American  StAne 
and  Asl>e.'4tus  Company  of  New  York,  and  was  favorably  prononiiced 
upon.    Stoues  6  feet  square,  withont  a  flaw,  have  beeu  taken  out. 


It  has  been  believed  by  praotJcal  operators  that  petroleum  underlies 
the  Trenton  limestone  in  the  sontheni  portions  of  this  uounty,  and  Bar- 
fiace  indications  have  beeu  pronounced  by  theui  favorable.  Itorings 
have  accordingly  been  made  from  lime  to  time,  but  without  succesH. 
At  present  the  Canadian-Amerirau  Oil  (Jompauy  of  Philadelphiii,  Pa., 
ia  making  a  test  in  the  city  of  Bblleville.  The  drill  has  ponetrated  to  a 
depth  of  over  (WO  feet  and  the  company's  experts  pronounce  themselves 
well  satisded  with  the  pnmpects.  At  the  depth  of  a  little  over  100  feet, 
a  granitic  rock  was  sti-nck  and  through  this  the  diilling  has  since  beeu 
continued. 


Marl  beds,  which  are  practically  inexhaustible,  exist  in  this  conBuIar 
district,  being  »jtnate  about  30  miles  north  of  Desenmto  on  the  line  of 
the  Bay  of  Cjiiinte  Railway.  These  beds  ai'e  practically  controlled  by 
two  companies,  the  liathbon  Company  of  Deseronto  and  the  Beaver 
Portland  Cement  Company  of  Ottawa,  the  former  of  which  has  a  manu- 
factory for  the  production  of  Portland  cement,  located  at  Napanee 
Mills,  clay  for  the  pnrpose  being  obtained  near  the  mills.  This  mill 
has  a  capacity  of  125,0(10  barrels  per  annum.  The  Beaver  Company  is 
building  works  at  Marlbank  whicli,  I  understand,  will  have  a  capacity 
of  400  barrels  per  day  of  Portland  cement  of  3U0  pounds  net. 

Michael  J.  Hbndbigs,  Coitgul. 

Belleville,  December  33, 1898, 


CHATHAM, 

In  conformity  with  instrnctionB  contuned  in  Department  circular 
dated  August  6, 1898,  I  submit  the  following: 

This  being  what  is  termed  an  inland  consolate,  and  there  being  noth- 
ing in  the  line  of  jobbing  and  wholesale  houses  within  its  bounds,  my 
report  will  partake  of  an  outline  of  the  general  business  and  industiiee 
of  Kent  County,  Ontario. 

In  the  matter  of  exports  the  tariff  act  approved  July  24, 1897,  has  had 
the  eftiect  of  shutting  out  from  our  country  such  commodities  as  barley, 
beans,  applen,  hay,  wool,  aud  other  products  of  the  I'arm.  And  while 
this  has  bden  a  detriment  in  one  way  to  the  Canadian  farmer,  it  is  not 
without  itB  benetits  in  that  it  has  taught  liim  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
diversified  farming,  which,  in  turn,  lias  been  the  means  of  inducing 
capital  to  seek  investment  by  starting  new  ent^'-rpriBes  to  consume  the 
resulting  produce.  For  example,  prior  to  the  enactment  of  the  tariff 
law  of  1397  large  quantities  of  apples  were  exported  to  the  United 
States.  They  are  now  purchased  by  three  evaporating  and  fruit  drjdng 
companies  recently  established  in  this  dty,  which  consume  hundreds 
of  bushels  daily.  The  best  grades  of  the  hardier  varieties  are,  however, 
packed  for  export  to  England,  la  which  maiket,  I  am  informed,  they 
command  a  good  price. 
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Tbere  in  one  extensive  canning  «<HtAbIiRhmeut  located  here  wkicb,  as 
to  tomatoea  alone,  bas  a  capacity  of  GOU  buubelu  j>er  day.  The  oatput 
of  tbis  one  article  will  reach  600,000  cans.  In  additioii  to  tomatoes, 
com,  beans,  and  peas  are  canued  by  this  same  concern.  N^early  the 
entire  product  of  this  plant  flods  a  ready  market  at  home.  Some  small 
sbipments  have  been  made  to  England,  and  as  a  result  the  demand 
exceeded  the  ontpnt,  and  this  plant  wilt  be  enlarged  next  year.  Impor- 
tations trom  the  United  States  in  this  line  are  materially  redaced. 

KentConnty  is  noted  for  its  eilible  beans,  which  were  largely  uxporled 
to  the  United  States  before  the  enforcement  of  the  1897  tariff.  The  Iosh 
of  tbia  market  is  replaced  by  the  heavy  demands  made  from  thu  mining 
districts  of  the  great  Noithwest,  as  also  from  France  and  England. 

Tobacco  is  being  extensively  cnltivated  in  this  district,  probably 
more  than  in  any  other  part  of  Canada.  While  the  crop  of  last  year 
was  large  and  satisfactory,  that  of  this  season  will  bo  at  least  100  per 
cent  greater.  Next  season  will  see  a  greater  acreage  set  apart  for  this 
industry.  Au  eSbrt  will  be  made  to  grow  the  plant  ased  in  mann- 
factnring  cigars  and  smoking  tobacco,  though  it  is  held  that  the  climate 
will  not  permit  it. 

Exports  from  this  consniar  district  for  the  six  months  ending  Jane 
30, 1898,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  in  ISO?,  Bhow  a  falling  off 
in  round  numbers  of  $41,000,  At  least  $34,000  of  said  amount  is 
accounted  for  in  beans,  hides,  and  wool,  shipments  of  which  ceased  with 
the  1897  tariff  law.  But  for  the  three  months  ending  September  30, 
1898,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  three  months  in  1897,  there 
was  an  increase  of  $28,S08,85,  owing  to  a  larger  es.port  of  staves  and 
bolts,  lumber,  live  stock,  fanning  mills,  and  bran. 

With  regard  to  imports,  I  cau  say  bat  little,  as  the  merchants  of  this 
city  and  district  purchase  from  wholesalers  in  Toronto  and  Montreal. 
There  is  one  exception,  however.  Dealers  in  glassware  purchase  their 
lamps,  lamp  chimneys,  and  table  glassware  from  American  bouses  direct, 
acknowledging  that  liiey  get  better  prices  as  well  as  better  goods  than 
in  any  other  market. 

The  tendency  of  trade  seems  to  be  in  the  direction  of  Great  Britain. 
This,  in  my  opinion,  is  largely  due  to  a  feeling  of  jealouny  of  and 
nnfriendliness  toward  the  United  States,  and  such  tendency  has  been 
recently  augmented  by  the  preferential  duty  extended  Great  Britain  on 
the  part  of  Gannda,  which  took  effect  August  1  of  this  year. 

The  spirit  above  indicated  is  summed  up  in  the  expression,  "  Let  us 
show  the  United  States  that  we  can  get  along  without  her  and  her 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise."  There  is  no  disguisiog  the  fact  that 
this  feeling  is  more  extensive  than  is  generally  understood  or  admitted 
on  the  part  of  those  in  authority,  who  would  doabttess  have  it  other- 
wise were  it  in  their  power. 

I  have  &eQuently  heard  this  statement  made:  "If  you  want  a  pair  of 
boots  or  shoes  of  good  quality,  fit,  and  finish,  you  will  have  to  go  to 
Detroit  to  get  them."  In  this  city  of  some  10,000  population  not  one 
store  carries  boots  or  shoes  of  United  States  manufacture.  The  result 
is  that  thousands  of  pnrchases  are  annually  made  in  Detroit  by 
Canadians.  Again,  a  short  time  ago  a  farmer  called  at  this  consulate 
and  asked  the  duty  on  pumps.  Having  a  copy  of  the  Canadian  tariff, 
I  gave  the  desired  iuformatiou.  After  figuring  a  while  the  farmer  said : 
"I  want  a  pump  of  a  certain  kind,  and  they  charge  me  $50  for  one  made 
in  Oanada;  but  I  can  and  will  go  to  Detroit  and  buy  one  of  American 
maonGuitnre,  which  suits  me  better,  pay  the  duty,  and  lay  it  down  iu 
Ofaatham  and  save  $14." 
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There  is  a  mistare  of  prejudice  and  jealoasy  whivh  is  supposed  to  be 
loyalty  to  Oaoadian  interests.  The  beet  element  bere,  hovever,  are 
in  ftUl  accord  with  tbe  United  States. 

Chas.  E.  Monteith,  Consul. 

Chatham,  October  33, 1898. 


There  haa  been  a  rem»rtable  increase  in  tbe  volume  and  vatae  of 
importations  irom  the  Unite<i  States  to  this  port  during  tbe  past  year. 
For  the  year  endiug  June  30, 1897,  the  totel  importations  from  the 
United  States  at  the  port  of  Niagara  Falls,  Canada,  amounted  to 
$144,177.  I'or  the  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  imports  from  the 
United  States  reached  a  total  of  4678,728,  an  increase  of  over  400  per 
cent. 

There  are  two  causes  for  this  great  increase.  The  first  andoubtedly 
lies  in  tbe  new  era  of  prosperity  that  Cauada  in  general,  and  tbe  Kiag- 
ara  frontier  in  particular,  is  now  eqjoyiug,  and  which  dates  fi-om  the 
spring  of  1897.  The  second  cause  lies  in  the  energy  with  which  United 
States  firms  are  enitivating  territory  that  has  for  various  canses  been 
neglected  in  recent  years.  Firms  that  have  never  attempted  hereto- 
fore to  develop  a  foreign  trade  are  now  sending  representatives  across 
the  border.  The  increase  is  not  specially  marked  in  any  one  line,  but 
applies  to  all. 

Previous  to  this  year  tbe  importations  and  exportations  have  closely 
approximated  each  other.  Tbe  exports  from  this  consular  district  to 
tbe  United  States  for  tbe  year  ending  Jane  30, 1898,  are  $150,432.64. 
Tbe  exportations  are  growing,  however,  the  total  for  the  quarter  ending 
October  31, 1898,  being  the  largest  for  any  quarter  in  the  past  seven 
years. 

The  principal  indnstries  of  the  district  are  canning  and  the  mannfao- 
ture  of  paper  and  wood  pulp,  cotton  goods,  haircloth,  saws,  bicycles, 
incandescent  lamps  and  transformers,  suspenders,  and  acetylene  gas 
machines.  All  report  a  decided  and  healthy  growth  within  the  past  year. 
Tbe  increase  in  output  ranges  anywhere  from  10  to  30  per  cent.  Tbe 
canning  industry  reports  an  increase  of  40  per  cent.  The  bicycle  works 
report  a  marked  decrease  in  prices,  but  the  increased  output  seems  to 
compensate.  Canada  has  made  great  strides  in  the  past  year  in  the 
manufacture  of  wheels,  and  the  imports  of  bicycles  from  the  United 
States  bas  been  somewhat  checl^ed  in  the  past  few  months.  There  is 
one  make  of  wheel  in  particular  which  dealers  claim  is  the  eqnal  of  the 
best  made  in  the  United  States,  and  as  it  is  sold  25  per  cent  lower,  it 
bas  a  decided  advantage.  Labor  and  materials  are  cheaper  here  and 
a  number  of  American  Louses  are  establisfaing  branches  in  Canada  to 
better  compete  with  the  home  manufacturers. 

Canadians  demand  a  good,  strong  wheel,  and  many  of  tbe  cheap 
bicycles  that  have  been  rushed  on  the  market  from  tbe  United  States 
have  injured  the  reputation  of  all  makes. 

For  bicycle  parts  and  fittings  Canada  wilt  for  some  time  to  come  be 
dependent  npon  tbe  United  States. 

The  ontput  of  the  cotton  mills  is  about  tbe  same  as  it  has  been  for 
two  or  three  years  past,  bat  a  healthier  tone  in  tbe  business  is  reported. 

I  have  been  making  a  special  effbrt  to  discover  some  line  in  wbicb  I 
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coold  reeomnienil  greater  activity  on  the  part  of  tJnited  Stat«8  maDn- 
^tarers;  bnt  being  right  on  the  border,  I  find  that  there  are  now  few 
opeDioga  that  have  not  been  recognized  and  taken  advantage  ot^ 
There  is,  however,  one  line  which  can  he  developed  with  very  satisfuc- 
toiy  resnits.  There  are  two  gradea  of  dour  ou  sale  in  this  Province — 
Ontario  flour  and  Manitoba  donr.  The  furmer  sella  for  about  the  same 
pric«a8  the  standard  grades  of  United  Htates  tiour,  while  the  Manitoba 
donr  averages  (1  more  per  barrel.  But  while  there  ia  little  difference 
JD  price  between  Ontario  Hoar  and  United  Statea  hour,  there  ia  no  com- 
parison  as  to  quality.  Ontario  soil  ia  not  adapted  to  the  raiatngof 
wheat,  and  the  Hoar  ia  nniformly  damp,  almost  sticky.  The  qaanttCy 
of  glateu  is  so  macb  smaller  that  it  takes  from  30  to  40  pet  cent 
more  doar  to  make  the  aaine  amount  of  bread.  This  ia  not  a  theory, 
bnt  has  been  demonstrated  by  autnal  teata.  The  Manitoba  floor  is 
much  better,  bnt  is  not  the  equal  of  standanl  United  States  brands 
and  is  higher  in  price.  The  difference  in  quality  is  explained  in  x>art 
by  the  Hoperior  mills  iu  the  United  States. 

Those  who  have  discovered  this  great  advantage  are  importing  single 
barrels,  the  duty  being  HO  cents  a  barrel.  All  that  is  needed  to  build 
ap  a  large  trade  is  intelligent  a<lvei  tising  of  the  great  saving  in  floor 
that  can  be  effected.    The  bread  is  also  of  superior  quality. 

The  Welland  Caual,  Oanada's  great  artiticial  waterway,  passes 
through  this  consular  district.  The  pant  season  has  been  the  most 
saccessful  in  its  history.  The  growth  in  the  volume  of  traffic  is  uniform 
and  8t«ady,  and  it  is  now  about  self  aupiiorting.  The  total  coatof  con- 
stroction,  ap  to  date,  has  been  (24,173,352.  A  minimum  depth  of  14 
feet,  via  the  Welland  Canal  and  the  St.  Lawrence,  is  promised  for  the 
navigation  season  of  1899,  and  that  will  permit  of  the  passage  of  ves- 
sels carrying  75,000  bushels  of  wheat  clear  from  Fort  Arthur  and  Dnluth 
to  the  Atlantic.  The  largest  cargo  that  can  be  taken  by  that  route  at 
present  is  18,000  basbela.  During  the  past  year,  only  one  bushel  of 
Manitoba  wheat  oat  of  Ave  reached  the  nea  by  the  St.  Lawrence  route, 
the  great  bntk  of  the  crop  going  by  way  of  Uuffalo.  If  Oanadiau  expec- 
tations are  realized,  the  Welland  and  St.  Lawrence  route  will  be  a 
macb  more  serious  competition  for  through  traffic  than  it  has  been  in 
tbepasr. 

The  resnlta  of  the  Britiah  preferential  tariff,  which  went  into  effect 
on  Augoat  I,  1808.  have  been  watched  with  intereat  all  over  Oie 
Dominion.  While  Great  Britain  is  granted  a  25  per  cent  differential 
rate,  the  trade  of  the  Dominion  with  the  United  States  is  not  being 
seriously  affected.  In  breadetaffs,  coke  and  coal,  hog  products,  dairy 
products,  seeds,  tobacco,  and  lumber  Englsind  does  not  and  can  not 
compete  with  the  United  States.  These  items  alone  reach  a  total  far 
greater  than  England's  entire  exports  to  Canada. 

Concemiog  railway  auppliea  and  raila,  the  following  table,  takeu  £rom 
the  Canadian  Y'ear  Book  (juat  iaaned),  is  aiguidcaut: 
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8ucb  a  record  as  that  in  four  years,  in  a  line  in  which  England  for  years 
was  supposed  to  he  impregnable,  gives  evidence  that  cvbl  a  preferen- 
tial tariff  win  not  tiiru  the  tide  that  has  set  in  bo  strongly  toward  the 
United  States.  I  am  iuforrned,  on  excellent  Huthority,  that  the  Grand 
Trniik  Baitway  offlcials  have  decided  to  discontinue  the  baildiug  of 
their  own  engines,  as  they  can  buy  them  cheaper  iu  the  United  States 
tliau  they  can  make  them. 

The  preferential  tariff  has,  however,  taken  considerable  trade  in 
woolens  away  from  Germany  and  returned  it  to  the  British  manafa«- 
turer.  Germany  is  making  heroic  endeavors  to  retain  the  Canadian 
trade,  and  in  many  cases  is  making  a  cut  iu  prices  for  goods  laid  down 
in  Oauada  which  fully  meets  the  ^vantage  Great  Britian  has  gained 
through  the  preferential  rate.  TheOermansarevery  enterprising,  and 
after  they  have  once  gaiued  a  foothold  in  new  territory  they  will  go  to 
almost  any  length  to  retain  it 

H.  W.  Bbush,  Oomul. 

OHFTOH,  October  31, 1898. 


COATICOOK. 

SITUATION  AND  RAILWAYS. 

The  consular  distnct  of  Coaticook  lies  along  the  eastern  part  of  the 
boundary  line  between  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  and  Canada.  The 
territory  is  traversed  by  four  railway  systems,  viz:  The  Gtaud  Tmnk 
Kailway,  the  Canadian  Paoi&c  Railway,  the  Boston  and  Maine  Hail- 
way,  ana  the  Maine  Central  Railway.  No  new  railway  lines  have  been 
constructed  the  past  year,  nor  have  any  been  projected.  As  this  entire 
subject  wa»  quite  fully  covered  in  my  report  (published  iu  Commercial 
Kelations,  18U6-97),  it  seems  uoneoe^sury  to  here  reiieat  the  information. 

IMPOSTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

The  foreign  trade  in  this  consular  district  is  entirely  with  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  The  statistics  embraced  in  ttiis  report  are 
compiled  from  the  official  records  at  the  principal  customs  irarts, 
Ooaticook  and  Stanstead.  A  comparative  statement  of  the  values  of 
the  imports  and  exporte  for  each  port,  separately,  is  given,  daring  the 
fiscal  years  ending  June  30, 1897,aiidJuLie30, 1898,  respectively,  includ- 
ing a  comparative  summary  showing  the  total  volume  of  such  business. 

A  consolidated  comparative  statement  is  submitted,  showing  the 
increase  and  decrease  of  the  values  of  the  various  articles  exported  to 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  at  the  above-mentioned  customs 
ports,  for  the  fiscal  years  ending  June  30,  1897,  and  June  30,  1898. 
There  is  also  a  comparative  statement  showing  the  values  of  the  imports 
and  expoHs  for  each  of  the  above-mentioned  |)ort8,  separately,  for  the 
first  six  months  of  1897  and  1898,  respectively,  with  a  summary  giving 
the  total  values  of  same. 

In  respect  to  the  imports  and  exports  at  the  port  of  Ooatioook,  the 
information  is  given  in  considerable  detail,  while  at  the  port  of  Stan- 
stead  it  was  not  possible  to  secure  as  complete  information. 

There  is  no  marked  change  in  the  volame  of  the  importations  to  this 
consular  distnct  from  the  Unitetl  States  and  Great  Britain  for  the  year 
1898.    The  total  value  of  importations  from  the  United  States  for  the 
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fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1898,  was  #514,179;  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1897,  $496,566,  total  increase  in  1898,  $18,613. 

There  was  qnite  a  noticeable  increase  in  the  valne  of  some  articles 
imporied  from  the  United  States,  such  as  animals,  agricultoral  prod- 
ucts, cotton,  wool,  iron  and  steel  and  manufacturers  of  same,  machinery, 
oils,  and  settlers'  efi'ects.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  value  of  impor- 
tations of  drugs,  dyes,  and  chemicals,  and  wood  and  mannfoctnres  of 
same. 

The  total  valae  of  importations  from  Great  Britain  for  the  fiscal  yewr 
ending  Jane  30, 1898,  wna  tTU,17u;  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 
1897,  48,355;  total  increase  iu  1898,  $21,820.  The  principal  articles 
showing  Bach  increase  were  animals,  cotton,  iron  and  steel  and  maou- 
factares  of,  wool,  and  worsted  yarn.  A  decrease  is  noted  in  the  value 
of  the  importation  of  oil,  none  faaviDg  been  imported  trom  Oreat  Britain 
this  year. 

The  total  valae  of  exports  to  the  United  Btates  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  Jane  30, 1897,  was  9655,833 ;  to  Great  Britain  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1898,  $42 1,879.  There  was  qaite  a  noticeable  percent- 
age of  decrease  in  the  value  of  esportations  to  tlie  United  States  of 
animals,  hay,  bark,  and  lumber  and  otlier  products  of  the  forest,  and  an 
iucrease  in  the  values  of  asbeatus,  sheep,  aud  wood  for  pulp. 

The  total  value  of  exports  to  Great  Britain  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
JuneSO,  1898,  was  $2,457,681:  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1897, 
$960,545;  total  increase  in  1898,  $1,497,136.  This  enormous  increase 
in  exports  to  Great  Britain  consisted  chiefly  of  wheat  and  grain,  in 
bulk,  and  wheat  flour,  all  for  transshipment  at  Portland,  Me.  By  refer- 
ence to  the  accompanying  statement  of  "increase  and  decrease  of 
exports  to  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,"  it  will  be  observed 
that  the  increase  in  the  value  of  exportatioos  to  <>reat  Britain  of 
wheat  alone  reached  the  large  sum  of  $1,241,945,  while  the  increase 
in  the  value  of  exportationg  of  other  grain  and  wheat  flour  amounted 
to  $371,155.  The  increase  in  the  item  of  butter  was  $18,293,  and  in 
eggs  $24,824. 

This  enormous  increase  in  the  value  of  ezportations  to  Great  Britain 
via  this  port  is  due  to  the  additional  facilities  provided  by  the  Grand 
Trunk  Bailway  system.  Alt  the  exports  to  Great  Britain  via  this  port 
(amounting  to  $2,457,681)  were  carried  by  this  railway  line.  Extended 
improvements,  iu  theway  of  elevators  and  other  railway  facilities,  were 
established  by  this  company  at  Portland,  Me.  I  understand  that  a 
very  large  proportion  of  this  business,  now  cleared  at  a  United  States 
port,  was  formerly  routed  via  Halifax  and  St.  Johns.  To  reach  the 
port  this  railway  line  passes  through  about  175  miles  of  United  States 
territory. 

I  have  not  attempted  to  compile  any  figures  to  indicate  the  direct 
financial  or  other  benefits,  direct  and  indirect,  accruing  to  the  United 
States  from  this  increased  bnsiness,  but  have  pointed  it  oat  as  a  matter 
which  1  believe  worthy  of  sx>ecial  consideration  and  examination. 


During  the  past  year  there  has  been  no  material  change  in  industrial 
conditions  in  this  consular  district.  Wages,  banks  aod  banking,  oom- 
niercial  discounts,  credits,  and  extension  of  sale  of  American  goods 
were  treated  in  my  report  last  year,  and  reference  to  the  same  here 
would  be  bat  repetition. 

Below  will  be  foand  the  various  statistical  statements  referred  to  as 
embraced  in  this  report. 
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JOBL  LiNSLET,  Cwtul. 


FORT  ERIE.' 

In  making  the  annual  consular  report  of  this  district,  T  wonld  preface 
it  by  saying  tbat  it  embraces  only  a  narrow  strip  of  the  Province  of 
Ontario,  from  Fort  Erie  to  L'ort  Rowan  on  Lake  Erie,  and  extending  100 
miles  or  so  into  the  country.  Its  local  commerce  and  industries  are  very 
limited,  as  there  are  no  large  cities  or  towns,  and  it  is  mainly  an  agricul- 
tural district,  But  owing  to  the  Welland  Oanal,  which  makes  a  water- 
way between  the  two  lakes,  and  the  luternational  Bridge  which  spans 
the  Niagara  River  between  Fort  Erie  and  Buflalo,  both  of  which  are  in 
this  district,  it  becomes  a  gateway  for  the  passage  of  immense  quanti- 
titlsB  of  goods  to  all  parts  of  the  Dominion,  and  also  to  the  United 
States,  consequently  the  imports  are  mainly  of  goods  in  transit. 

Hannfactares  are  not  exported  to  any  great  extent,  the  exports  to 
the  United  States  being  mostly  products  of  the  farm  and  ganlen,  as 
butter,  eggs,  poultry,  and  hay.  Horses  are  exported  in  small  numbers, 
and  there  Is  a  somewhat  increased  exportation  of  cattle,  lambs,  and 
calves  since  the  quarantine  laws  for  live  stock  have  been  modified  tn 
the  United  States,  but  the  high  tariff  now  operative  tends  to  greatly 
lessen  business  on  these  lines,  and  the  same  conditions  in  the  Dominion 
of  Canada  affect  importations  from  the  United  States.  The  most  impor- 
tant imports  in  bulk  are  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal,  agricultural 
implements  and  machinery,  coal  oil,  and  bicycles.  Small  quantities  of 
Dearly  all  manufactured  goods  constantly  cross  the  border. 


'In  Mplf  to  circular  of  Aognit  5. 
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AOBIGOLTUBK. 

Th6  condition  of  this  district  from  an  sgricnltoral  point  of  Tier  is 
(wrly  BatiBfactory  thiB  fUl,  tlioagli  tbe  mild  weather  in  winter  and  Tory 
early  Bpring  gave  a  better  promiBO  than  was  realized,  as  a  very  Berere 
dronght  in  July  affected  all  vegetables  and  grains  to  a  greater  or  leas 
degree.  The  potato  crop  was  less  tlian  the  average.  Corn  yielded  very 
poorly.  Hay  and  oats  were  good.  Fmit  trees  promiBed  well  in  spring, 
bnt  apples  and  plnms  were  much  affected  by  the  drought,  and  red 
cherries  were  nearly  rained  by  "black  knot."  Tbe  peach  crop  of  tbe 
Niagara  peninsula,  Dsoaliy  very  abundant  and  pro&table,  was  almost  a 
failure.  Among  the  indastries  of  this  district  the  narseries  at  tbe  vil- 
lage bf  Font  Hill  rank  among  the  most  extensive  in  Canada.  They 
occnpy  more  than  400  acres,  employ  in  the  season  several  hundred 
men,  and  the  business  is  constantly  enlarged  and  increased.  Yast 
qnantittes  of  ornamental  trees  and  shTuba,  fruit  trees  of  every  kind,  and 
all  manner  of  greenhouse  plants  are  produced.  The  principal  office  is 
at  Toronto,  bnt  tbe  basiness  extends  over  the  whole  country. 

Another  indostry,  now  sntall  but  gradually  increasing,  is  bee  culture. 
Qaite  an  extensive  apiwy  is  located  at  Bidgeway,  near  bere,  and  large 
qnantitiee  of  comb  and  line  extracted  honey  are  prodooed. 

NATDKAL  OA8. 

Nataral  gas  in  seemingly  inexhaustible  quantities  is  found  abont  10 
miles  from  Fort  Erie.  There  have  been  a  great  many  wells  pat  down 
within  a  radius  of  a  dozen  miles;  their  average  depth  is  800  feet  and 
diameter  of  bole  6  inches.  The  usual  flow  is  about  2,600,000  cubic  feet 
in  every  twenty-four  boars,  N'early  all  residents  of  tbe  village  use  it 
both  for  beating  and  lighting,  and  it  might  be  used  with  great  advan- 
tage for  manufoctaring  pnrposes,  if  there  were  any  establishments  here. 
This  gas  is  piped  to  the  Niagara  Biver,  and  there  carried  across  by  an 
8-inch  pipe  laid  on  tbe  bottom  of  the  river,  and  thus  a  portion  of  tbe 
city  of  Buffalo  get«  a  good  supply.  Bridgebnrg,  Fort  Erie,  and  Buffalo 
are  all  supplied  from  some  of  the  smallest  wells.  Tbe  future  of  this 
natural  product  can  hardly  be  estimated.  Though  there  are  no  factories 
of  account  in  this  district,  good  stores  are  found  in  alt  villager,  and 
some  of  the  larger  towns  show  quite  well-arranged  and  extensive  stocks. 

COMMUNICATION. 

Telephone  and  telegraph  connections  are  found  in  nearly  every  town 
and  village,  and  near  the  frontier  long-distance  telephones  are 
established. 

The  International  Bridge,  of  which  the  Canadian  end  is  within  a  few 
roda  of  this  consular  office,  forms  tbe  principal  channel  of  export  from 
this  section  of  tbe  Province,  It  was  built  in  1873,  Sir  Oassimer 
Qzowsky,  whose  death  has  recently  taken  place,  being  the  contractor. 
It  is  abont  half  a  mile  long,  15  feet  wide,  with  a  swing  drow,  measuring 
160  feet  on  each  side  of  center  pier.  It  is  now  simply  a  single-track 
railroad  bridge.  Three  main  lines  cross  it,  viz :  Grand  Trunk,  Wabash, 
and  Michigan  Central  j  also  tbe  Canadian  Pacific  cars  operated  by  otiier 
lines. 

On  account  of  tbe  steadily  increasing  traffic  and  tbe  very  heavy 
locomotives  and  loaded  trains  passing  over  it,  it  is  considered  inade- 
qnate  to  the  demand,  and  antiquated  lu  conatructiou.  Permission  has 
been  granted  by  both  Governments  to  rebuild  and  enlarge  it.  It  is 
thought  work  may  be  begun  within  a  year^  and  plans,  If  carried  out, 
call  tV>r  a  double-track  railroad  bridge  on  top,  with  foot  and  carriage 
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bridge  and  trolley-car  tracks  anderneatli.    WLen  this  is  done  it  will  be 
of  great  benefit  to  this  village  for  busiuess  and  residential  purirases. 

Two  steam  ferry  liues  ply  between  the  two  villages  of  Fort  Erie  and 
Bridgeburg  aud  Buffalo. 

The  Welland  Ship  Gaaal  traverses  this  district  troia  north  to  south, 
uniting  the  waters  of  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  and  it  is  a  portion  of 
the  system  of  inland  navigation  in  Canada  which  extends  2,260  miles 
from  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle  on  the  north  Atlantic  coast  to  Port  Arthur 
at  the  head  of  Lake  Su]>erior.  Tbe  canal  is  2Cj  miles  long,  100  feet 
wide,  and  11  feet  deep.  Through  it  pass  large  uambers  of  steamers, 
sailing  vessels,  and  barges,  mostly  for  freight,  but  owing  to  the  low 
ratesgivenon  tbe  railroads  the  business  done  by  the  canal  is  not  nearly 
as  large  aS  in  former  years. 

OssiAM  Bkdbll,  Consul. 

EoBT  Eeib,  October  14, 1898. 


KINGSTON, 

In  obedience  to  circular  from  Ibe  Department  of  Slate,  of  August  5, 
1898,  I  submit  my  report  on  tbe  industries  and  commerce  of  my  consu- 
lar district  for  the  six  mouths  ended  June  30, 1808: 

The  tendency  to  transship  grain  at  Prescott  and  Ogdensburg  con* 
vinced  the  citizens  of  Kingston  that  to  retain  the  business,  transship- 
ment conveniences  must  be  supi)lied. 

Bonuses  amouutiug  to  $00,000  were  voted  by  the  tarpayers,  and 
elevators  with  a  capacity  of  1,500,000  bushels  ha^'C  been  bailt  and  are 
now  in  use.  The  city  forwardera  report  that  the  elevators  have  ena- 
bled them  to  retain  tbe  forwarding  business. 

The  vehicle  works  of  this  place  close<l  down  in  June  and  the  company 
went  into  liquidation.  Stockholders  say  that  the  inferior  work  of  sur- 
rounding factories  and  American  competition  rendered  their  products 
unprofitable. 

Tbe  engine  works  have  juBt  changed  management.  The  cotton  mill 
is  asking  for  a  bouns  of  ¥2i),00U  and  exemption  itom  taxation  for 
twenty  years,  for  which  tbe  owners  promise  to  increase  their  output 
from  20,000  to  40,000  pounds  per  week;  otherwise  they  will  close  the 
foctory.  All  of  tbe  large  manufacturing  enterprises  of  Kingston,  with 
the  exception  of  the  woolen  mills,  give  evidence  of  embarrassment. 

Tbe  stone  dry  dock,  with  its  superior  fiicitttieH,  is  increasing  the 
importance  of  Kingston  as  a  place  for  the  docking  and  repairing  of 


Thetotalimportationsat  the  port  of  Kingston  for  the  year  ended  June 
30, 1897,  was  jll,ll47,429;  fur  tbe  year  ended  June  30, 1898,  $1,208,148; 
imports  from  United  States  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1897,  were 
$872,448;  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 18!t8,  $954,242.  The  great  bulk 
of  imports  is  from  the  United  States.  Tbe  leading  articles  are  manu- 
factures of  brass,  iron,  and  cotton.  Our  imports  will  not  be  shut  ont 
by  the  preferential  tariflf;  certain  classes  of  hardware,  bicycles,  dry 
goods,  and  many  other  articles  will  come  from  tbe  United  States.  The 
dose  souial  intercourse  between  tbe  people  of  this  district  and  those  of 
New  York  State  has  Americanized  the  customs  and  tastes  of  the  people 
here. 

Tbe  fact  that  the  exports  to  tbe  United  States  have  largely  decreased 
and  the  imports  from  the  United  States  increased,  indicates,  in  my  opin- 
ion, that  we  may  reasonably  expect  in  the  future  to  bold  tbe  trade  in  those 
cottons  which  are  not  furuishe<l  by  tbe  Cana4lian  mills,  and  tlie  hard- 
ware not  supplied  byOermau  and  Canadian  factories.    The  imports  firom 
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the  United  States  for  the  last  year  amonnted  to  9954,212,  while  the 
exports  to  the  Uuited  States  for  the  same  period  amonnted  to  only 
9138,296.  The  imports  are  increasing  and  the  exports  decreasing, 
which  stren^hens  my  opiniuD,  already  expressed,  that  Canada  was 
selling  her  products  largely  to  Europe  bat  baying  in  the  Uuited  States. 

The  Kingston  cotton  mill  manufactures  only  browu  cottons,  of 
weight  and  qnalities  as  follows:  Counts  of  warp,  21^  skeins;  counts  of 
wett,  15  to  21  skeins;  picks  per  inch,  wnrp  in  loom,  42  to  48  skeins; 
pinks  per  inch,  warp  on  table,  46  to  62  skeins;  picks  per  inch,  weft,  44 
to  62  akelcs.    The  yards  per  pound  range  from  3.31  to  6. 

M.  H.  TwiTCHELL,  Consul. 

Kingston,  October  is,  1898. 
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KiNGBTON,  October  31, 1808. 


.   H.  TWITOHBLL,   CoMuL 


COMMERCIAL   RELATIONS. 


Beviewiug  the  flscal  year  wbicli  ended  Jnue  30, 1898,  tbe  district  in 
whicli  tbe  Gnelph  consulate  is  situated  would  indicate  a  slight  improve- 
ment in  trade  in  general.  Tbe  fees  received  at  the  United  States  con- 
sulate here  shov  an  increase  of  $125,  and  tbe  Cauodiau  customs  receipts 
on  imports  at  this  port  an  increase  of  $6,707,94,  for  the  six  months  since 
January  1. 

Though  these  figures  show  beyond  a  doubt  that  there  have  been  more 
shipments  made  to  the  United  States  than  in  the  previous  year,  and 
that  far  more  has  been  imported,  a  thorough  examination  dispels  the 
belief  that  tbe  district  is  entering  ni>on  a  healthy  period  of  itrogress 
and  gives  rise  to  tbe  fear  that  the  next  few  months  will  show  a  corre- 
sponding  decrease  iu  all  quarters.  Tbe  liigh  price  of  grain  in  the  spring, 
caused  by  speculation  based  on  the  Spanish-American  war,  allowed  a 
few  shipments  of  bran  to  go  from  this  district,  i.  e.,  id  invoices  against 
12  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  increase  in  Canadian  cuBtoms  receipts  is  directly  ti-aoeable  to 
the  termination  of  the  "reciprocal  tariff"  which  existed  between  Can- 
ada and  all  the  most  prominent  countries  of  the  world,  except  the  United 
States,  from  April  23, 1897,  till  June  30, 1898.  The  merchants,  cogni- 
'  zant  of  its  approaching  termination,  naturally  imported  to  their  fullest 
extent  prior  to  June  30  from  all  countries,  except  Great  Britain  and  her 
colonies,  as  on  the  expiration  of  the  original  treaty,  which  allowed  the 
importer  one-eighth, or  12 j  per  cent,  i-cbate,  the  rebateon  goods  imported 
from  Great  Britain  was  increased  to  one-fourth,  or  25  per  cent. 

The  methods  of  pa<;king  and  marking, collecting  payments,  and  reach- 
ing the  purchaser  through  commerciiil  travelers  are  identical  with  those 
employed  in  the  United  States.  Commercial  travelers  of  any  country 
may  here  follow  their  vocation  without  the  payment  of  any  license  fee, 
and  they  receive  a  reduction  iu  ridlway  rates  both  as  passengers  and  on 
sample  cases.  Though  many  of  the  articles  of  all  kinds  used  through- 
out this  district  bear  the  mark  of  United  States  manufacture,  they 
are,  iu  the  mtyority  of  cases,  shipped  here  from  the  cities  of  Montreal, 
Toronto,  or  Hamilton,  where  they  are  imported  by  the  jobbers  or  tbe 
American  firms  who  have  a  Canadian  distributing  agent  There  have 
been  no  new  industries  started  in  this  district  daring  tbe  past  year, 
but  the  towns  west  of  here,  i.  e.,  Berlin  and  Waterloo,  to  which  1  drew 
attention  in  my  last  annual  report^'  coutiuae  to  increase  both  in  manu- 
facturing enterprises  and  population. 

Owing  to  the  "rate  war"  between  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  and  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Kailway,  which'lias  existed  for  some  months,  the  small 
towns  of  Canada  have  suffered  to  the  benefit  of  the  larger  cities,  as  the 
masses,  taking  advantage  of  the  cheap  rales,  have  made  their  purchases 
ill  the  cities,  where  formerly  they  patronized  the  merchants  of  their  own 
locality.  The  extent  to  which  the  cutting  of  fares  was  carried  may  be 
jadged  from  the  fact  that  prior  to  the  rate  war  the  fare  from  Guelph 
to  Toronto  and  return  was  t2.50j  it  has  this  summer  been  as  low  as  30 
cents. 

Tbe  cotton  textiles  used  in  this  district  are  all  either  supplied  by  ttie 
Dominion  Cotton  Company  or  the  Canadian  Cotton  Company,  which 
firms  are  closely  allied  and  contn>l  the  cotton  industry  throughout 
GaDad%  I  find  no  demand  for  diSbrent  goods  or  complafnt  of  those 
supplietl. 

Charles  N.  Daly,  Conaul. 

GUBLPH,  September  IS,  1898. 

■  In  reply  to  oiroalor  of  Auguit  &.  '  Commercial  Relations,  1697-96. 
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LONDON.  I 

The  Canadian  tariff  act  of  1897  greatly  Btimulated  the  mannfactur- 
]Dg  industries  of  the  Dominion.  Theoutpnt  for  tbepaet  year  has  been 
extensive,  and  fatore  itrospects  for  trade  are  extremely  good.  Iniimrts 
from  the  United  States  into  this  district  have  largely  inoreoaed,  and 
the  present  friendly  feeling  existing  toward  the  United  States  insures 
a  fnrther  increase  daring  the  coming  year. 

The  Quality  of  American  goods  imported  is  generally  flret-claas,  and 
in  most  lines  they  are  considered  superior  to  those  from  Enrone.  The 
increase  in  imports  from  the  United  titates  is  largely  in  the  following 
lines,  in  the  order  named:  Agricultural  implements,  bicycles,  iron, 
iodiau  corn,  and  hardware.  Other  importations  remain  abont  the 
same.  Many  lines  of  United  States  goods  are  successfully  competing 
vith  goods  of  home  manufacture,  and  are  selling  strictly  upon  their 
merits,  especially  high  grade  articles. 

The  city  of  London  is  largely  engaged  in  manafactaring.  There  are 
here  abont  CO  establish  men  ts,  some  of  which  are  very  extensive,  inolud- 
iDg  boiler  and  engine  works,  brass  and  iron  foundries,  st«ve  works,  boot 
and  shoe  factories,  furniture  factories,  barrel  and  stave  factories,  etc. 
Bitnated,  as  this  city  is,  nearly  in  the  center  of  western  Ontario,  it 
becomes  the  distributing  jwint  for  a  very  Igrge  territory.  Therefore 
the  domestic  trade  is  large  and  important.  The  city  is  in  the  midst  of 
a  fertile  and  productive  farming  country,  the  principal  industries  of 
which  are  stock  raising  and  the  extensive  mannfacture  of  buttei  and 
cheeee.  There  have  been  good  crops  for  the  past  three  years,  which 
were  disjKised  of  at  fair  prices,  and  the  hopeful  outlook  in  the  United 
States,  which  necessarily  affects  conditions  here,  makes  the  trade  excep- 
tionally good  at  present.  The  principal  exi>orts  of  this  district  are 
hides  and  skins,  breeding  animals,  barrels  and  staves,  butter  and  cheese, 
chairs,  school  furniture,  and  caskets. 

EXOELLSNOB  OF  UNITED  STATES  GOODS. 

UTot  only  does  the  quality  of  our  goods  recommend  them  to  the  Cana- 
dian trade,  but  the  style  and  finish  are  admired  above  those  of  other 
fomgn  manubcture.  The  tastes  of  the  Canadian  people  are  more 
strongly  Am«icau  than  European,  and  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  our 
commercial  laws  and  methods  of  business  are  similar  and  our  money 
and  currency  the  same,  they  prefer  to  trade  with  the  United  States.  As 
a  general  thing,  such  goods  as  are  imported  from  the  United  States 
arrive  in  good  condition.  In  the  line  of  boots  and  shoes  all  the  best 
goods  on  the  market  are  of  United  States  manufacture.  The  same  is 
true  of  furniture.  American  patterns  are  nsed  extensively,  and  much 
of  the  highest-priced  furniture  is  im]>orted  from  the  United  States. 
The  excellent  quality,  finish,  and  cheapoesa  of  our  bicycles  have  given 
them  an  extensive  sale  all  over  the  Dominion.  They  are  usually  sold 
under  the  name  of  the  jobber, 

AaBIOULTUBAL  MACHINERY  AND  BICYCLES. 

The  Deering  Harvester  Company,  of  Chicago,  has  its  main  ofiice  for 
this  province  here  in  London.  It  will  pnt  out  this  year  nearly  4,000 
implements,  while  the  Osbom  and  McCormick  companies  are  doing  an 
extensive  business  in  eastern  Ontario.    The  principal  Canadian  com- 

'  In  reply  to  cirouliir  uf  AnguBt  5. 
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paiiiee  are  the  Maasey  Harris  Co.,  Toronto;  Frost  &  Wood,  Smith  Falls ; 
Maxwell  Company,  St.  Marys,  and  Noxoti  Company,  In^eraoll. 

A  Jobber  of  T7uited  States  bicycles  here  iutbnns  me  that  he  will  dis- 
pose of  at  least  4,000  wheels  this  yenr.  There  is  a  demand  for  a  cheap 
wheel,  sacli  as  can  be  produced  only  in  the  United  States.  These 
wheels  are  giving  good  satisfaction.  Many  of  the  wheels  of  Canada, 
outside  of  the  high-priced  ones,  are  made  of  United  States  parts. 
The  American  wheels  generally  bear  the  stamp  of  the  Canadian  iob- 
ber,  but  otherwise  they  retain  their  name  and  identity. 

OPENING   FOB   CBBTAIN   LINES  OF   GOODS. 

While  there  are  nnmerons  factories  for  the  mannfactare  of  carriages 
and  buggies,  yet  there  are  no  up-to-date  styles  on  the  market,  and  I 
see  no  reason  why  the  latest  styles  of  vehicles  should  not  be  snccess- 
fiilly  introduced  here.  I  believe  our  manufacturers  could  pay  the 
duty  and  yet  put  their  high-class  goods  upon  the  market  here  at  snch 
a  figure  as  would  insure  large  salei^. 

As  to  our  com  products,  while  the  people  here  seem  to  be  familiar 
with  the  availability  of  this  graiu  as  au  article  of  human  diet,  yet  out- 
side of  canned  corn,  which  is  put  up  extensively  in  this  province,  one 
seldom  sees  it  in  any  other  form. 

Cotton-seed  oil  is  only  found  in  drug  stores,  and  sells  at  a  greatly 
advanced  price  over  the  same  product  in  the  States. 

Kerosene  oil  and  gasoline  are  of  ix>or  quality  and  high  priced,  while 
barrel  or  butter  crackers  are  an  unknown  quantity  in  this  part  of  the 
Dominion. 

TBANSPOBTATIOH   FACILITIBS, 

Besides  the  Canadian  Pacific,  Grand  Trunk,  Michigan  Central, 
Huron  and  Bruce,  Lake  Erie  and  Detroit  River  railways  and  their 
various  branches  which  center  here,  the  city  of  London  and  all  this 
part  of  Ontario  will  greatly  profit  by  a  new  and  important  car  ferry 
just  established  between  Couneaut,  Ohio,  and  Port  Stanley.  This  line 
opens  up  to  this  territory  the  coal  tlelds  of  western  Pennsylvania  and 
eastern  Ohio  by  direct  communication  over  the  Pittsburg,  Bessemer 
and  Lake  Erie  Kailroad  and  the  London  and  Port  Stanley  Kailroad. 
This  route  will,  in  time,  also  directly  reach  the  great  copper  and  nickel 
mines  of  the  celebrated  ir^udbury  district.  It  is  expected  that  this  new 
line  will  greatly  reduce  rates  and  thereby  lessen  the  price  of  coal  and 
other  commodities  shipped  tVom  the  United  States  throughout  western 
Ontario.    The  distance  from  t'onneant,  Ohio,  to  London  is  only  70  miles. 

COTTON   TEXTILES. 

Of  the  coarser  cotton  textiles  on  the  market,  most  are  of  Canadian 
manufacture.  A  few  brands  of  United  States  origin  are  seen,  snch  as 
Dwight  Anchor  white  sheetings  and  the  Amoskeag  A.  C.  A.  tickings. 

The  gray  cottons  of  Canadian  make  run  as  follows :  2.85,  3, 3^,  and  3 J 
yards  per  pound,  36  inch;  3}  and  4  yards  per  pound,  32  inch;  4^  yards 
per  pound,  30-inch. 

All  these  are  about  the  same  in  texture  as  muslins  in  the  United 
States,  and  are  put  on  the  market  at  about  1^  cents  per  pound. 

White  maslins  cost  21  cents  per  pound  and  tickings  24  cents. 
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TBADE. 
liital  importi /or  IKe  year  emded  June  30, 1897. 
Qaart«r  ended — 

September  30, 1886 WW.llS 

I>ecenibet31,1896 569,731 

M»rch31,1897 647,039 

Jnne3^1887 576,596 

Total 3,403,48* 

Total  imporltfor  the  gtar  mded  June  SO,  1808. 
Qnarter  mded — 

Soptember  30, 1897 t»n,fm 

Dooember31,1897 642,627 

MMoh31,1898 966,091 

June  30, 1898 710,043 

Total 3,136,840 

This  shoire  a  net  increase  over  1897  of  4732,356,  or  30^  per  cent. 

Total  importe/rom  (A«  UniUd  Statee/or  the  gear  ended  June  30,  1897. 

Qoarter  ended — 

September  30, 1896 •299,013 

December  31, 1896 357,021 

March31,1897 312,150 

Jane30,1897 421,133 

Total  ..^. 1,389,31 

Total  in^OTtsfivm  the  United  Slate*  for  the  fear  ended  Jnne  30,  18S8. 

Qoarter  ended— 

September  30, 1897 •376,306 

December  31, 1897 366,752 

Maroh31, 1898 '. 529,319 

June  30, 1898 533,646 

Total 1,801,923 

Showing  a  net  increaae  over  1897  of  •419,607,  or  30  )>er  ceut. 

TaUll  ttporlt  to  tie  United  Siatei,  na  ihotvn  by  coninlar  recordi,  for  tke  j/ear  ended  June 

30,  1897. 

Quarler  ended — 

September  30, 1896 $40,2ol.0B 

Dooember  31, 1896 115,929.48 

MarohSl,  1^ 157,302.42 

June  30, 1897 132,596.56 

Total MB, 079.51 

Total  tKoortt  to  tie  Cnited  Stale*,  ai  »S«w»  by  eomnlar  reeordt,  for  the  year  endtd  June 
SO,  I8S8. 

Qnarter  aided — 

September  30, 1897 •68,180.49 

December  31, 1897 71,524.00 

March  31, 1898 46,4&l.(» 

Jane  80, 1898 97,582.75 

Total 383,751.39 

Showing  a  deerease  In  1898  of  •162,328.22,  or  36  per  cent. 
0  B— VOL  1 L'3 


^dbvGoo^^lc 


354  COMUEBCIAL   BELATI0N8. 

PrinBipal  articUs  of  import  from  (he   United  StaUi. 

Coal,  cotton,  liaid'nare,  iron,  glaea,  paper,  bioyclea,  moohinei^,  agrionltatal 
inplemeufs,  books,  hate  Mid  caps,  rubber  goode,  drugs,  Jewelry,  woodeawaie,  BOBUt, 
molaases,  braaa  Booda,  cigar  labels,  breadstnffi,  b«ots  and  shoes,  fhiit,  hmsEM, 
pUt«d  ware,  leataer,  tabaooo  leaf,  Indian  com,  watoh  niovemente. 

Prineipal  artiaUi  of  import  from  fireat  Britaiii. 

Rice,  cotton,  hoaier;,  cnrtoiiui,  drugs,  fanov  gooda,  datnask,  hats  aoA  caps,  gloves, 

hardware  and  cutlery,  iron,  leather,  spioeB,  pIumbaKo,  oilcloth,  colon  and  paints,  wall 

paper,  etc.,  piokloB  and  sauces,  silk  fabrics,  ribbons,  velvet  and  velveteens,  gran i to, 

sugar,  dress  goods,  wool  clothing,  carpets,  liquors,  hides  and  skins,  tea,  soda  niscuit. 

Hbhet  S.  Otjltbr,  Consul. 

London,  September  27, 1898. 


The  United  States  is  rapidly  taking  the  place  of  Great  Britain  in 
supplying  articles  such  as  bicycles,  hardware,  machinery,  and  agricol- 
tural  implements.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  transportation  facilities 
between  the  United  States  and  Oanada  are  improving,  tbe  trade  here- 
tofore going  to  Great  Britain  is  fast  being  transferreil.  Aa  Oanadian 
firms  become  known,  they  get  better  terms  and  better  goods,  wMcih 
tends  to  increase  trade  between  Canada  and  the  United  States.  Great 
improvements  have  been  made  in  the  last  six  months  in  the  telegraph 
service,  and  the  long-distance  telephone  is  now  widely  used  in  Canada. 

Transportation  in  this  section  is  of  the  best,  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
Ottawa  rivers,  the  Grand  Trunk  Bailroad,  and  Canadian  Pacific  Bail- 
way  furnishing  all  necessary  means  to  insure  quick  and  rapid  transfer 
to  any  part  of  the  country ;  and  with  the  new  line  from  Ottawa  to  New 
York,  in  connection  with  the  Oanada  and  Atlantic,  the  system  seems 
perfected.  There  has  been  no  material  increase  in  freight  rat£S  daring 
the  sis  months  previous  to  June  ^0, 1898. 

Penny  postage  will  be  established  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
colonies  after  December  25,  1898.  Five  cents  is  charged  in  addition  to 
postage  on  all  registered  letters. 

Licenses  are  not  required  for  carrying  on  any  business,  except  for  the 
sale  of  spirituous  liquors.  Licenses  for  carts,  tracks,  and  peddlers  are 
in  some  casfs  granted  by  the  incorporated  townships,  and  in  others  by 
the  provincial  government. 

Commercial  travelers  are  not  required  to  take  out  license  iu  this 
district,  bat  they  are  in  some  parts  of  Canada.  No  marks  are  required 
on  goods. 

Tlic  information  requested  as  to  cotton  textiles,  etc,  can  not  be 
obtained  here,  as  the  local  dealers  trade  through  commission  bouses. 
John  E.  Hamilton, 

Commei-oial  Agent. 

MOBRISBURU,  October  35,  18'.)8. 

'  In  reply  to  cironlar  of  August  5. 
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There  are  practically  no  vholeaale  or  jobbing  houses  in  this  diatrict, 
and  few  direct  importers  of  (jooda  from  the  United  States.  A  large 
amount  of  merchandise  of  American  prodaction  or  manafactnre  is  con- 
snmed  in  the  district,  but  is  procured  &om  importers  in  Toronto,  Ham- 
ilton,and  Montreal.  Several  retailers  here  import  directly  from  England 
and  Germany  to  qoite  an  extent. 

Commercial  travelers  from  the  United  States  cover  this  district  more 
or  less.  In  ooDversing  with  leading  businefis  men,  however,  some  of 
whom  admitted  a  preference  for  "Yankee  drummers,"  the  claim  was 
made  that  it  was  nearly  impossible  to  maintain  satisfactory  business 
relations  with  them,  owing  to  the  inirequeucy  and  uncertainty  of  their 
Tisitti. 

Many  articles  of  United  States  manafactnre  are  now  used,  and  more 
could  be  added  by  systematic  and  energetic  exhibition  of  goods.  Che- 
nille curtains,  white  cottons  and  cotton  prints,  maslins  and  muslin 
prints,  cambrics,  fiaunelettes,  and  fleece-lined  underwear  come  largely 
irom  the  United  States.     Cotton  prints,  selling  at  from  4  to  12  cents  i>er 

f'ard,  are  very  po|iular.  Dress  goods,  mantle  and  garment  cloths  come 
argely  from  England  and  Germany. 

Some  boots  and  shoes  from  the  Unite^l  States  find  their  way  into  the 
district,  and  the  trade  could  readily  be  monopolized  if  it  were  pushed. 
Several  retailers  have  spoken  of  a  desire  to  get  an  agency  direct  from 
the  manufacturer  for  an  American  line  of  boots  and  shoes.  Canadian 
shoes  do  not  equal  ours;  they  are  not  so  stylishly  finished,  nor  do  they 
retain  their  shape  as  well.  By  exercising  care  and  striving  to  please 
the  retailers  there  is  an  excellent  market  here  for  manufacturers  in 
this  line.  American  boots  command  a  betterpricethau  Canadian  ones. 
Clothing  is  wholly  of  Canadian  ntannfacture,  but  quite  a  number  of 
hats  trom  the  United  States  are  sold  here. 

Articles  in  the  grocery  line  imported  from  the  United  States  are 
starch,  canoed  meats  and  soups,  dressings,  fancy  biscnits,  dessert 
preparations,  soaps,  and  washing  powders. 

Some  American  bicycles  are  used,  but  not  many.  Bicycles  are  rid(len 
here  by  all  classes.  Lamps  are  mostly  of  United  States  manufacture, 
as  wellas  table  glassware,  celluloid  goods,  toilet  cases,  and  fancy  articles, 
druggists'  lines  in  rubber  goods,  patent  medicines,  aud  machine  oils. 

All  sterling  silver  goods  aud  nearly  all  watch  movements  come  from 
the  United  States,  and  many  watch  cases,  clocks,  umbrellas,  andcanes. 

Typewriters,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  inferior  machines,  are 
entirely  from  the  United  States.  The  demand  fur  good, medium-priced 
machines  is  rapidly  increasing.  This  is  an  importantmarket  for  maim- 
factnrers  of  agricultural  implements,  and  one  of  the  great  firms  in  the 
United  States  is  an  active  and  successful  competitor  of  Canadian 
houses  despite  the  20  per  cent  duty. 

The  farmer  in  this  district  desires  the  latest  and  best  agricaltural 
implements.  The  demand  is  constantly  increasing,  and  this  is  s  prom- 
i8ii.g  field  for  high-grade  machines  of  United  States  manufacture. 
Mowers,  reapers,  binders,  cultivators,  spreaders,  and  straw  cutters  are 
now  imported. 

in  selling  goods  by  sample  great  careshonld  be  exercised,  and  goods 
when  delivered  shoiud  be  of  the  same  quality  as  the  sample. 

Orillia  is  a  subport  of  entry,  and  the  imports  for  the  sis  months 
ended  Jnne  30, 1898,  amounted,  approximately,  to  $700,000,  of  which 
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fully  70  per  cent  came  from  tbe  United  States;  but  much  of  that  was 
coal  (whicb  is  wholly  from  the  United  States),  and  a  considerable  valne 
was  in  household  goods.  There  are  a  large  number  of  settlers  from  the 
United  States  in  this'vicinity. 

The  principal  exports  from  this  district  to  the  United  States  are 
lumber^  shingles,  nickel  matte,  and  live  stock. 

Previons  to  the  eaa«tmeut  of  the  present  tariff  law  most  of  the  high 
and  mediam  grade  lumber  from  this  district  was  exported  to  the  United 
States.  That  trade  is  now  largely  restricted.  Until  quit«  recently 
the  lamber  business  was  very  dull  here,  but  mill  owners  now  claim  to 
have  secured  other  markets,  and  business  is  very  good.  It  is  said  that 
they  have  entered  markets  formerly  supplied  entirely  by  the  United 
States.  Shipments  are  made  from  this  district  to  Jamaica  and  other 
West  Indian  islands,  to  South  America,  Sonth  Africa,  England^  and 
Ooutineutal  Europe.  I  have  received  many  lettera  from  buBuesa 
houses  in  tbe  United  States,  asking  for  commercial  information,  all  of 
which  have  received  immediate  attention. 

Exports  from  this  district  for  the  six  months  ending  Jane  30, 1898, 
were  as  follows; 
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This  does  not  include  consular  agencies. 

Ebnkst  a.  Waeefibld, 

Commercial  Agent, 
Obuxia,  November  28, 1898. 


PALMEKSTON. ' 

As  the  consular  lines  of  this  district  do  not  correspond  with  the 
Canadian  customs  lines,  and  as  all  the  Canadian  customs  offices  in  this 
district — six  iu  number — are  merely  ontpcrts  of  principal  ofBces  at 
Stratford,  Qoderich,  and  Guelph,  the  recorded  imports  into  this  district 
can  not  be  separated  from  those  of  the  other  consular  districts  mentioned 
and  can  only  be  obtained  by  combining  the  imports  as  reported  from 
the  three  consalates  referred  to,  tbe  result  representing  tbe  four  consu- 
lar districts.  It  will  tbas  be  seen  that  tbe  consular  officer  here  is  at 
a  serioQS  disadvantage  in  regard  to  reports  of  this  character.  In  mak- 
ing up  this  report  for  1897  these  sis  oatports  were  visited  iu  turn,  but 
only  to  flud  that  statistics  were  not  kept  after  tbe  returns  were  made 
to  the  offices  to  which  they  were  subordinate.  Then  the  principal  offi- 
ces at  Stratford,  Godericb,  and  Guelph  were  visited,  only  to  find  that 
returns  from  outports,  when  received  there,  were  incorporated  into  the 
business  of  the  principal  office,  and  no  independent  returns  from  such 
outports  were  retained. 
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Attention  is  again  called  to  the  fact  that  probably  75  per  cent  of  all 
imported  goods  are  bonght  from  importers  doing  bnsineas  in  the  large 
commercial  centers  of  Canada,  so  that  even  if  the  detaUs  ooald  be 
obtaiued  from  these  ontports,  they  woald  indicate  very  little  as  to  the 
actnal  consnmption  of  imports  here. 

Palmerston  being  a  railway  junction  where  all  exports  are  registered 
for  porposea  of  tracing,  it  is  possible  to  find  their  value,  thongh  this 
can  not  be  done  accurately,  aince  the  values  of  exports  are  not  given 
in  the  records  on  file  in  snch  places,  and  waybills,  showing  the  valnes, 
are  only  to  be  found  at  the  head  omces  of  transportation  companies. 

The  principal  items  of  import  are  machinery,  coal,  rawhides,  grains 
for  seeding  puri)oaes,  leaf  tobacco,  wall  paper,  hardware,  cotton  goods, 
marble  and  freestone,  oysters,  refined  coal  oil  and  prodncts  of  petro- 
leum, broom  com,  electroplated  silverware,  galvanized  and  other  iron 
prodncts — snch  as  wire,  tubing,  hoop,  rod,  and  castings — steel  bars 
(round  and  flat),  drugs,  books  and  printed  matter,  electric  light  supplies, 
hops,  jute,  cloth,  jew^ry,  garden  seeds,  sewing  machines  and  bicycles, 
shoddy  wool,  school  supplies,  artificial  flowers,  gine,  printing  type,  oats 
for  milling,  and  corn  for  ensilage  and  for  grinding.  More  than  two- 
thirds  of  these  imports  have  been  from  the  TJuite^  States;  the  other 
third  came  chiefly  from  England,  and  only  a  very  few  ftom  any  other 
country.  The  principal  imports  from  Great  Britain  are  diy  goods, 
clothing,  water-proof  ganneots.  flir  goods,  silks,  fabrics,  bottons,  trim- 
miugs,  millinery  goods,  oilcloths,  linoleoms,  carpets,  rugs,  and  masical 
instruments. 

The  export  trade  of  this  district  with  the  United  States  has  been 
ftimished  in  the  quarterly  returns  ftom  this  office.  The  export  trans- 
actions with  Great  Britiun  and  the  rest  of  tlie  world  (outside  the  United 
States)  during  the  year  1897  and  the  first  half  of  1898,  to  June  30,  are 
tabulated  and  inclosed  herewith. 

United  States  machinery  and  the  higher  grades  of  American  wall 
paper  are  very  popular  here,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  our  hard- 
ware, ornamenta  for  cabinet  purposes,  posts  used  in  the  construction  of 
pianos  and  carriages,  locks  and  tools  of  all  kinds,  boots  and  shoes, 
cotton  goods,  surgical  iustruments,  chemical  apparatus,  patent  medi- 
cines, drugs,  jewelry,  veneers  of  wood,  and  books.  Owing  to  the  redac- 
tion in  duty  of  25  per  cent  in  favor  of  English  productions,  it  is  feared 
thattbwe  will  be  an  increase  in  the  consumption  of  the  goods  produced 
in  that  country,  as  well  as  the  other  countries  more  recently  included 
in  the  preferential  arrangement,  and  a  consequent  decrease  in  the  impor- 
tation of  United  States  products.  There  are  no  objections  to  Atneri- 
can  prodncts  or  the  manner  of  packing  or  preparing  them  for  market. 
Canadian  agricultural  implements  are  being  used  here  because  they 
are  cheaper.  No  one  claims  that  it  is  because  they  are  superior. 
IjOTOM  S.  Humt, 
Commercial  Agent, 

PalmbbSTOH.  Jfovember  t,  1898. 


oXiOOgic  • 


COUHERCIA!.  RELATIONS. 


FKOU  JANUARY  1  TO  JULY  J,  1887. 


thl 

JDLV  1.  1«8T.  TO  JANUAKY  I,  ISS8. 


700.000 

sw.eoo 

IM.gCO 

1 

1 

I 
IS 

Z'^ 

'Si 

!.«» 

■"■Sg 

872.11(7 

1  . 

JAHUARY  1  TO  JULY  I, 


b«r.l. 

400 
BO.  000 

sia.oDo 
10,  «a 

W.750 

IS 

03 
4M 

It 

loa 

121 

J 

•80Q 

0.900 

ioe,»o 

ar' ■--------:- 

v;/-v;.--"v.;.:-£X£:: 

,w 

Ml,«3! 

aY«ryIarg«qiuntlU«ofobewaud  butter  are  t>ken 
Canada,  vbntee  thsvara  rwblppsd  la  Bnglinil  h  mar! 
oradited  to  tbla  dmtrlat. 

t  F11II7  M  par  cent  of  tbeM  uticlu  an  far  ths  EagllBh  mu-kel. 


^dbvGoo^^lc' 


NORTH    AMERICA:   DOlflNION   OF   CANADA.  359 

PORT  HOPE. 

The  year  ending  Jane  30, 1898,  like  tbose  tbat  have  preceded,  has  a 
statistical  history  to  be  presented,  showing  the  flgares  of  the  past  year 
and  giving  the  problems  that  are  to  be  worked  out  in  the  fatare. 

The  year  has  Deeu  fairly  Buccessful  from  a  basiness  standpoint,  good 
crops  are  promised,  and  the  outlook  for  the  '9S  harvest  is  better. 

There  has  been  no  great  improvement  in  mannfactaring  interests  or 
building  in  this  district  outside  of  the  city  of  Peterborongh,  tlioagh 
railroacfe  have  prospered,  and  the  few  vessels  on  the  lake  in  this  vicinity 
have  Qot  been  idle. 

BABBOB   IMPBUVEMBHTS. 

Improvements  in  theexcellent  harbor  are  contemplated.  Tfaerebnild- 
ing  of  many  of  the  piers,  and  dredging  the  harbor  and  channels,  8o  tbat 
the  largest  vessels  on  the  lake  may  find  easy  entrance,  are  among  them, 

EXPOBTS  AND  IHPOBTB. 

The  declared  exports  in  this  consular  district  show  a  falling  off  of  63 
per  cent  over  those  of  1897.  This  is  made  up  from  numerous  articles 
of  mervbaudise,  barley,  pease,  lumber,  wool,  and  hides  showing  the 
greatest  losKes.  A  table  accompanies  this  report  giving  the  articles  and 
amounts  for  the  two  yearn. 

The  imports,  as  famished  thim  the  custom-house  in  this  place,  show 
a  slight  increase  over  the  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  but  the  change  in 
the  list  of  merchandise  brought  in  is  so  small  tbat  only  s  general  Num- 
mary is  given, 

A  considerable  amount  of  American  manufactured  goods  is  sold  in 
this  district,  tliough  only  a  limited  quantity  is  imported  direct,  as  the 
dealers  here  purchase  from  the  wholesalers  in  tiie  large  cities.  Several 
retail  dealers  are  showing  large  stocks  of  lamps,  chimneys,  etc.,  bought 
of  an  agent  and  shipped  direct  from  the  manufactarer.  This  plainly 
shows  that  American  goods  can  be  sold  in  Canada  by  soliciting  custom 
through  agents.  A  merchant  who  personally  imports  a  line  of  goods 
from  any  country  rarely  folia  to  announce  that  fact  through  bis  ^ver- 
tising,  and  to  give  him  that  opportunity  it  is  only  necessary  to  show 
him  the  goods.  The  superiority  of  United  States  articles  ia  wlmitted 
ou  all  sides.  The  clumsy  imitations  that  are  made  by  foreign  manu- 
facturers show  that  the  demand  is  for  the  neat  and  |>erfect  American 
article, 

NAVIQATIOH. 

There  is  a  Canadian  steamer  line  from  Oharlotte  (Boobester),  N,  Y., 
to  Cobonrg  and  Port  Hope,  running  daily  during  the  season.  The  dis- 
tance is  63  miles,  requiring  five  hours  for  the  passage,  and  the  fare  is 
$3.50  one  way.  There  is  a  heavy  summer  travel,  mostly  Americana, 
sportsmen,  and  summer  boarders.  A  steamer  tbat  could  reduce  the 
,time  by  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half,  with  a  proportional  discount  in 
fare,  would  bebailed  with  dehght  by  the  hundreds  of  Amerioan  visitors, 
as  well  as  by  the  thousands  of  Canadians. 

The  Kichelieu  and  Ontario  Navigation  Oompsny's  steamers,  between 
Toronto  and  Montreal,  have  for  years  made  Port  Hope  and  Gobourg 
calling  places  ou  their  daily  trips.  It  is  now  reported  that  next  season 
the  bwits  will  follow  the  south  shore  of  the  lake,  touching  at  Charlotte 
and  Oswego  for  American  traffic,  while  weekly  or  aemiweekly  trips  by 
other  boats  belonging  to  the  company  will  operate  the  old  route. 

The  Canadian  naTigation  laws  do  not  allow  a  foreign  vessel  to  carry 
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pasHengera  or  freight  between  any  two  Canadian  porta;  coDseqaeotly 
an  AmericaD  steamer,  coming  on  tbe  line  mention&d,  would  clear  from 
Charlotte  to  Port  Hope  via  Cobourg,  bnt  do  no  basQess  between  the' 
two  Oanadian  porta. 

POST  HOPE  AND  OOBOUSO. 

The  two  towns  of  Port  Hope  and  Coboarg  are  situated  on  the  shore 
of  Lake  Ontario  and  are  bat  C  milea  distant  from  each  other.  They 
have,  together,  a  popniation  of  10,000,  abonteqnally  divided.  They  are 
on  the  main  line  of  the  Grand  Tmnk  Kailway,  with  connection  at  Port 
Hope  with  the  Midland  Division  of  the  same  line.  There  is  alao  a 
gravel  road  between  the  two  villagea,  constmctcd  and  owned  by  a 
private  corx>oration,  and  for  riding  or  driving  an  nnimal  over  it  a  toll 
is  charged.  There  are  ronndabout  roads  by  which  the  tollgate  may 
be  avoided,  but  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  they  are  difficnlt  to  drive 
over. 

The  towns  have  at  times  proposed  to  bny  and  make  free  the  "  gravel 
road,"  but  an  agreement  aa  to  price  could  not  be  reached.  The  towns 
have  also  talked  of  bailding  a  beach  road. 

Sarveys  and  locations  have  been  made  for  a  branch  line  from  the 
Ganadiao  Pacific  at  Madoc  to  Oobourg,  bonases  have  been  granted  by 
tbe  Dominion  Government,  and  the  towns  through  which  the  road 
wonld  pass  have  voted  aid.  It  is  understood  that  the  bonds  for  its 
completion  have  recently  been  floated  in  England,  and  the  residents 
of  Ooboorg  look  for  its  early  completion.  The  road  wonld  be  about 
60  miles  in  length  and  wonld  run  through  a  rich  farming  country. 

Dnrine  the  prosperous  years  that  followed  the  close  of  the  civil  war 
in  tbe  TJnited  States  many  costly  mansions  were  built  in  both  Port 
Hope  and  Oobourg.  Business  depression  threw  many  of  them  on  tbe 
market,  and  they  were  bought  by  Americans,  tbe  result  being  that 
Cobourg  has  become  a  great  summer  resort  for  citizens  from  the  United 
States,  having  an  American  colony  of  nearly  five  hundred  the  present 
aeaeon.  Private  bouses  are  opened  to  visitors  and  several  summer 
hot«Is  are  filled.  Port  Hope  is  slowly  drifting  in  tbe  same  direction, 
as  more  Americans  come  to  the  town  every  summer. 

The  two  places,  although  located  so  near  each  other,  differ  moat 
materially  in  physical  character,  Cobourg  and  it«  surroundings  being 
very  level,  while  Port  Hope  is  bnilt  on  a  series  of  hills,  from  which  in 
any  direction  tbe  visitor  may  gaze  uiton  those  charming  views  that 
well  justify  its  name  of  the  "prettiest  town  in  Canada." 

The  intercourse  between  the  two  places  is  so  limited  as  to  occasion 
comment  IVom  a  stranger.  A  toll  road  does  not  encourage  travel;  tbe 
railroad  stations  are  located  too  far  away  from  the  busiaeas  centers; 
trains  are  not  ran  at  frequent  or  convenient  hours,  and  a  railway  fare 
of  4  cents  per  mile  seems  exorbitant; 

Neither  place  is  a  manufacturing  town,  as  the  word  is  understood  in 
tbe  United  States,  though  each  has  its  small  industries.  Port  Hope, 
hatt  extensive  water  power,  though  comparatively  little  is  utilized. 
The  upper  fall  is  estimated  at  100  horsepower,  and  there  are  fonr  of 
less  extent,  tbe  last  rating  over  75  horsepower. 

ELEOTBIG  CABS. 

It  aeems  to  mo  that  here  is  one  of  the  best  openings  on  this  contineot 
for  United  States  capital  in  iustaUing  an  electric  railway  plant.  Six 
miles  of  road,  passing  near  the  shore  and  beach  of  tbe  lake,  5,000  inhabi- 
tants at  each  terminal,  and  a  summer  increase  of  large  prc^rtions. 
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The  frsncMse  of  streets  and  outside  roads,  or  rigbtof  way,  can  be 
eecared  at  reasonable  rates.  Oatside  the  limits  of  Port  Hope  tbere 
voald  be  bat  a  f)-actionaI  )>er  cent  of  grade  along  the  whole  line.  It  is 
possible  that  the  water  i>ower  here  would  furniHb  all  the  force  needed 
to  operate  the  whole  hue. 

Harey  p.  Dill, 
Commercial  Agent. 
PoBT  Hope,  November  3,  1898. 


Value  of  apoTit  dtelarrd  from  i*e  Port  Hope  coxiiilar  district  for  the 
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CUSTOM-HOnSE  IMPORTS. 

The  amount  of  imports  at  the  Port  Ho]>e  customs  district  for  the 
years  ending  Jane  3U,  1897  and  i8!)8,  by  quarters,  is  as  jullows: 
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The  prjucipal  exports  from  this  district  consist  of  products  of  the 
forest.  The  followiug  figures  show  the  chief  exports  for  the  six  months 
ending  June  30, 189H,  and  also  for  the  corres]>ouding  time  in  1807: 


spruce pnip  oool cords.. 

Wood  [inlp  (dry  gmond) poDiido.. 


70,004,471 

!lt.Wl 

i,eTi,s>s 


Tlie  decrease  in  the  expoit  of  pulp  wood  is  said  to  be  caused  by  the 
fear  existing  at  the  time  of  cutting  that  a  duty  might  be  placed  on  it 
either  by  Canada  on  export  or  by  the  United  States  on  import.  In 
this  connection  I  would  say  that  spruce  timber  in  Canada  saitable  for 
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makiog  palp  seems  almost  unlimited.  1  am  informed  by  engineers, 
woodsmen,  and  timber  exi)ert8  who  bave  expIore<l  tlie  country  from 
here  north  to  Hudson  Baytbatsprucetimber  is  intersperBod  all  throngb 
tbe  pine  in  the  pine  belt,  similar  to  that  iu  Michigan  and  Wisconsin. 
The  pine  belt  proper  extends  about  100  to  150  miles  north  ft'om  the 
Sault  Kiver,  and  the  spruce  belt  proper  begins  at  the  northern  extremity 
of  the  pine  belt  and  extends  beyond  the  southern  extremity  of  Georgian 
Bay,  and  the  timber  is  much  thicker  and  larger  than  in  tbe  pine  belt. 

The  Canadian  collector  of  customs  here  gives  the  followiug  as  the 
principal  imports  through  his  office  for  the  sis  mouths  ended  Jane  3U, 
1898:  Coal,  121,430;  iron  and  the  manufactures  of  iron,  $11,138;  salted 
meats,  95,261;  kerosene,  $614. 

There  are  no  large  towns  or  cities  in  this  district,  and  the  imports 
from  the  United  Stetes  are  not  large,  but  the  followiug  articles,  solely 
because  of  their  snperior  qualities,  can  be  sold  here:  Furniture  of 
special  design  and  finish,  particularly  iu  oak;  the  best  grade  of  locks, 
lumbermen's  tools,  mechanics'  tools,  and  files  (those  made  iu  Pittsburg 
are  particularly  mentioned);  salted  and  canned  meats, cabbage, onions, 
QUts,  and  fruits  of  all  kinds,  green,  driMl,  and  canned,  except  applet 
and  grapes;  petroleum  and  all  lubricating  oils,  lamps,  nails,  gnni*, 
galvanized  sheet  iron,  barbed  wire,  tar  felt,  mauila  rope,  waste,  and  a 
variety  of  other  goods  in  iron  and  steel;  novelties  in  sterling  silver, 
and  jewelry,  clocks,  movements  for  watches,  gold  and  silver  plated 
ware,  and  tobacco. 

There  are  nobonaes  exclusively  for  Jobbing  in  thisdistrict,  but  because 
of  the  extensive  lumbering  and  niiniug  ludustriea  there  is  a  large  retail 
trade,  and  a  good  share  of  this  trade,  particularly  iu  lumbermen's  and 
miners'  supplies  and  hardware,  should  be  furnished  by  jobbing  bouses 
in  the  United  States. 

The  merchants  of  this  district  are,  as  a  rule,  responsible,  and  will 
not  object  to  the  time  that  merchant  in  tbe  United  States  would  be 
willing  to  give  them. 

Trade  conditions  existing  in  this  (Algoma)  district  should,  it  seems 
to  me.  apply  equally  to  the  districts  of  Nipissing,  Parry  Sound,  and 
Thunder  Bay. 

Gbo.  W.  Shotts, 
Commercial  Agent. 

Sault  Ste  Mabie,  October  6, 1898. 


AOEICULTURAL  PEODUCTIOH  OP  OHTABIO. 
The  auQual  report  of  the  bureau  of  industries  for  the  Province  of 
Ontario  for  the  year  1897  gives  the  following  figures,  sbowiug  tbe 
products  of  tbe  Province  for  the  year: 
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The  report  BbowB  that  the  average  crop  per  acre  of  1897  was  slightly 
larger  than  the  amage  crop  for  the  past  sixteen  years,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  pease  and  patatoes,  wbiob  were  smaller. 

It  aUo  shows  that  the  wool  clip  of  the  year  was  437,000  poands  short 
of  the  average  for  the  last  sixteen  yearB,and  that  there  was  137^362,016 
poandB  of  cheese  maoofactured  as  against  66,638,650  poands  in  18S7. 
Geo.  W.  Shotts, 
Commereial  Agent, 
SauKiT  Stb.  Marie,  Jamtarjf  28, 1899. 


ST.  THOMAS.  ■ 

This  district,  with  a  popalation  of  aboot  180,000,  is  practically  an  agri- 
caltnral  one.    Very  little  mauitfattaring  of  any  ciharairter  is  curried  on. 

The  exports  from  this  district  to  the  United  States  comprise  auimals, 
bran,  flax,  hides,  hoosebold  goods  and  settlers'  efl'ects,  and  staves;  to 
Great  Britain,  animals  and  animal  prodacts,  Hoar  and  wheat. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States,  as  per  records  of  this  cousnlate,  in 
detail  herewith  appended,  are  for  the  caleDdar  year  I$d7. 

Y«ar  ending  December  31,  1897 «258, 187.84 

FortiieSnCsixmontluof  1898,  ending  Jane  30 75,49T.2i 

From  Courtright  Agency: 

Ye«r ending  DecembM  31,  18*7 932,312.23 

For  the  first  sii  moQtliH  of  1898,  ending  June  30 6,182.10 

The  valoe  of  exports  to  Great  Britain  and  other  cotintriee  for  the 
same  period,  according  to  nuclassified  information  furnished  by  the 
collector  of  inland  revenne  for  tliis  district,  was: 


Period. 

QrMt  Brit- 
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Floor  was  the  principal  article  in  the  large  increase  daring  the  flrst 
six  months  of  1898,  its  export  for  the  June  quarter  alone  amounting  to 
$231,199. 

The  value  of  imports,  nnclassifled,  front  alt  countries  into  this  dis- 
trict for  the  year  1897  and  the  first  six  months  of  1898,  as  furuished  by 
the  collector  or  inland  revenne  for  this  district,  was: 
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The  principal  imports  fh>m  the  United  States  are  anthracite  and 
bitnminons  coal,  corn,  carpets,  mattings,  wall  paper,  moldings,  cotton 
goods,  hats  and  caps,  boots  and  shoes,  etc. 
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Were  it  not  for  tbe  duty,  American  boota  and  ahoeB,  ready-made 
clothing  and  other  articles  of  wearing  apparel  tronld  unquestionably 
hold  this  market  to  tbe  exclasion  of  domestic  manafactures,  because  of 
neatness  of  style  and  superior  flnish.  This  applies  also  to  table  cutlery 
and  fine  hardware.  As  it  is,  only  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  popu- 
lation, I  am  informed  by  the  dealers,  will  pay  the  difference  in  prices. 
Id  the  matter  of  bicycles,  tbe  United  states  makes  seem  to  be  more  thau 


holding  their  own,  and  I  attribute  their  popularity  to  tbeir  durability 

and  superior  fliiiBu,  a        ■■        ■     '•  

solicited. 


,  as  well  as  to  the  energy  with  which  the  trade  is 


With  reference  to  increasiDj;  the  demand  for  American  goods,  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  it  would  require  closer  figuring  and  more  .energetic 
soliciting  on  the  part  of  our  manufacturers  and  wholesalers,  and  the 
establishment  of  strong  representative  a^^encies  in  the  larger  cities,  by 
which  the  merits  of  our  goods  would  be  more  fairly  and  systematically 

E resented.  Under  existing  conditions,  I  am  informed  that  dealers 
andle  American  goods  only  in  a  gingerly,  half-hearted  manner, because 
there  Is  not  tbe  same  profit  as  there  is  in  pushing  an  inferior  article  of 
domestic  manufacture.  The  remark  is  frequently  heard,  "Yes;  we 
have  the  American  make,  but  we  regard  this  made  at  Montreal  (or  at 
Toronto  or  some  other  Canadian  manufacturing  center)  as  being  much 
superior;  in  fact,  we  prefer  it  in  our  own  family  use."  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, unchampioned  American  goods  have  not  a  fair  chance  in 
competition  with  n  less  meritorious  article  of  domestic  manufacture. 

Commercial  credits  and  rates  of  exchange  are  practically  the  same 
as  in  the  United  States. 

While  St,  Thomas  has  perhaps  an  advantage  over  any  other  place 
in  the  Dominion  in  the  way  of  railroad  facilities,  there  are  no  natural 
resources  to  induce  manufactariug  establishments  to  locate  here. 
There  is  neither  water  power  nor  raw  material  immediately  available, 
and,  with  tbe  exception  of  four  flour  mills,  the  St.  Thomas  Car  Wheel 
Works,  and  the  J.  H.  Hite  Handle  Factory,  no  manufacturing  is  done 
here. 

M.  J.  BuBKE,  Consul. 

St.  Thomas,  November  16, 1898. 
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This  district  embraces  a  vast  extent  of  territory  and  a  great  diversity 
of  industries  and  comniercial  interests.  Some  or  the  coaiitry  inclnded 
within  it  tH  Talnable  only  for  grazing  parpoBea.  or  for  its  timber  and 
minerals,  but  the  larger  part  consists  of  arable  plains  of  wonderful 
fertility,  capable  of  snpportiug  a  Itirge  agricaltural  i)opiilatioD  and  of 
producing  an  enormons  surplus  of  food  products  for  expoi-t.  The 
agricaltural  lands  of  the  district  now  within  reach  of  transportation 
lines,  and  available  for  settlement,  are  in  extent  more  than  twice  the 
size  of  ?fortb  and  Sonth  Dakota  combined. 

In  climatic  conditions  this  district  doeti  notdifter  materially  front  the 
Uahotas,  having  perhaps  a  better  natnral  water  supply  and  a  less 
excessive  fall  of  snow. 

IMMIGRATION. 

Much  of  the  country  is  but  sparsely  settled,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  agriuultural  land  is  ano<:cupied  and  uncultivated,  while  the  mineral 
resources  of  the  region,  known  to  be  of  great  extent  and  variety,  are 
jnat  beginning  to  be  appreciated. 

Inimigration  into  this  section  has  attained  considerable  proportions, 
and  is  growing  in  volume  rapidly  front  year  to  year,  owing  to  the 
liberal  policy  employed  by  both  tlie  Dominion  and  I'roviudal  govern- 
ments. There  is  a  well  orgauizeil  and  eqaippeil  immigration  baiean. 
Paid  agents  are  kept  in  many  of  the  States  of  the  Union  and  in  many 
of  the  European  couutries  to  advertise  the  advantages  of  this  region 
and  personally  solicit  immigrants.  A  free  homestead  of  ICO  acres  is 
given  to  everyone  who  will  occupy  and  caltivate  it.  Immigrant 
bouses,  or  hotels,  are  establisbe<l  at  the  principal  railroa<l  poiiits,where 
newcomers  are  housed  and  fed  until  they  can  be  permanently  located. 

Concessions  in  transportation  rates  are  made,  and  in  many  ways 
immigration  is  encouraged.  As  a  result  of  these  efforts,  aided  per- 
haps by  the  endeavors  of  the  United  States  (ioveniment  to  restrict 
immigration  into  the  States,  about  3r),00ll  agriculturists,  to  suy  nothing 
of  those  of  other  occupations,  have  located  within  this  consular  district 
dnriug  the  present  season.  Indications  point  to  a  much  larger  influx 
during  the  next  year. 

These  accessions  to  the  population  come  largely  from  the  countries 
of  northern  Europe,  and  many  of  tliem  would  be  rightly  classed  as 
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undesirable  in  the  United  States.  They  are,  however^  mach  less  so 
here.  Being  located  in  small  commanities  and  rural  districts,  remote 
lh>m  large  cities  and  centers  of  popnlation  and  wealth,  they  are  cou- 
strained  by  circumstances  to  devote  their  time  and  energy  to  honest 
toil  in  the  effort  to  make  a  living. 

AOBICULTUEB. 

All  cereal  crops  are  produced  here,  but  the  principal  one  is  wheat. 
The  wheat  crop  of  the  present  year  in  the  district  is  estimated  at 
3U,00(),000  bushels,  and  is  of  excellent  quality.  Much  the  greater  part 
of  it  will  be  exported  as  grain,  the  milling  facilities  of  the  distriot 
being  entirely  inadequate  to  its  manufacture  into  door.  Other  cereal 
and  vegetable  crops  are  abundant  for  home  consumption,  and  in  the 
case  of  rye,  oats,  flax,  and  barley  there  will  be  a  large  surplus  to  go 
abroad. 

The  commerce  of  this  district  in  animals  aud  animal  products  is  also 
important,  and  grows  in  volume  ftom  year  to  year. 

Their  export,  as  is  also  the  case  with  cereals,  is  principally  to  Europe, 
owing  to  the  customs  duties  laid  npou  this  clatis  of  imports  into  the 
United  States.  There  is,  however,  a  considerable  movement  of  young 
stock  cattle  into  the  United  States,  the  excellence  of  the  cattle  proidnced 
in  the  district  causing  them  to  be  much  sought  after  by  farmers  and 
ranchmen  of  the  Northwestern  States. 

The  invoices  of  such  cattle  exported  fcoin  this  district  to  the  United 
Statesduriugthe  fiscal  year  endingJune3<),  1898,  aggr^^ted  (404,086.12, 
and  the  trad^  is  steadily  increasing.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the 
shipments  is  classed  as  calves  and  yearlings.  . 

PI8HEBIBS. 

The  fisheries  on  the  numerous  fresh-water  lakes  in  the  district  oon- 
stitute  au  important  industry.  The  principal  plants  are  located  on 
Lake  Winnipeg  aud  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  but  all  the  lakes  and 
rivers  in  the  district  are  well  stocked  with  merchautable  flsb.  During 
the  summer  of  1897  the  fish  taken  at  the  principal  fisheries  at  Lake 
Wiunipeg  aggregated  3,000,000  pounds,  and  during  the  last  winter  "ice 
fishing"  resulted  in  a  catch  of  about  1,000,000  pounds  more. 

During  the  summer  of  1898  the  catch  at  Lake  Winnipeg  was  limited, 
by  agreement  among  the  principal  firms  operating  there,  to  3,000,000 
pounds,  although  throe  times  that  amount  could  have  been  taken  dur- 
ing the  season  with  the  apparatus  used.  The  laws  of  Oanada  guarding 
against  the  depletion  of  the  stocks  of  fish  in  Canadian  lakes  are  strict, 
and,  as  a  rule,  rigidly  enforced.  The  supply  of  fish  in  Lake  Winnipeg 
shows  no  sign  of  diminution,  but  at  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  which  lies 
on  both  sides  of  the  international  huundury,  and  where,  consequently, 
the  Canadian  laws  can  not  be  strictly  enforced,  the  stock  of  fish  seems 
to  be  greatly  depleted.  International  regulations  for  the  preservation 
of  fish  in  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  in  other  waters  crossed  by  the 
boundary  ought  to  be  inaugurated  and  entbrced  without  delay. 

The  price  of  fish  at  Lake  Wiuni)>eg  last  year  ranged  at  about  4  cents 
per  pound,  but  this  year,  since  the  catch  was  made,  all  the  plants  on 
the  lake  have  been  bought  up  and  consolidated  under  one  firm,  or  trust, 
aud  the  entire  catch  of  fish  was  sold,  with  the  bnsineas,  at  2J  cents  per 
pound.  The  product  of  the  summer  fishing  is  frozen  an  it  is  caught 
and  kept  in  cold  storage  until  winter,  when  it  is  marketed,  almost  the 
entire  cateh  being  exported  to  the  United  States. 
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MINBBALS. 

There  are  extensive  bitntninons  cobI  deposits  in  the  BoathweBt  part 
of  the  district,  but  hj  reaaon  of  the  distance  to  good  markets  and 
inadequate  transportation  facilities,  the  field  is  not  largely  developed. 
One  mine,  belonging  to  the  Alberta  Railway  and  Coal  Company,  at 
Letbbiidge,  Alberta,  has  been  mnning  steadily.  The  ontpnt  of  this 
mine  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1898,  was  122,000  tons,  of  the 
average  valne  at  the  mine  of  (2  per  ton. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  output  was  exported  to  points  in  the  State 
of  Montana.  The  Ciow's  Vest  Pass  Bailroad,  recently  built,  has  opened 
Dp  a  large  district  west  of  Lethbridge  and  near  the  international 
boundary,  rich  in  anthracite  and  bituminooa  coal  and  other  minerals, 
that  will  attract  attention  in  the  near  fature. 

Iron,  copper,  and  the  precious  metals  are  found  extensively  in  the 
western,  northern,  and  eastern  parts  of  the  district.  The  principal 
developments  so  for  made  in  mining  for  gold  and  silver  ace  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  district  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  Rainy 
Lake  and  Biver,  and  Seine  River,  in  the  western  part  of  the  province  of 
Ontario.  Tliat  country  being  comparatively  level,  with  an  abaodaot 
sopply  of  timber  and  water  and  a  moderate  climate,  and  being  easily 
accessible  to  established  lines  of  rail  and  water  transportation,  is  pecul- 
iarly favorable  to  mining  enterprises.  The  discoveries  of  gold  and 
silver  in  that  locality  are  comparatively  recent,  bat  iDvestments  made 
there  are,  in  many  cases,  showing  satisfoctory  returns,  and  develop 
ments  so  for  indicate  a  great  amount  of  high-grade  ore  and  promise 
prosperity  for  the  district.  The  customs  retame  already  show  a  con- 
siderable export  of  gold  and  silver  bullion  and  ores  to  the  United 
States. 

TBAMBPOBTATION. 

The  transportation  facilities  of  the  district  have  be<^n  much  improved 
of  late  years,  and  are  now  quite  satisfactory.  There  are  Svo  lines  of 
railroad  connecting  the  district  with  the  United  States,  and  another 
is  now  being  built,  running  southeast  from  Winnipeg  into  the  State  of 
Minnesota,  passing  around  the  south  end  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods, 
in  the  direction  of  Duluth,  which  city  is  its  objective  point. 

Tbe  city  of  Winnipeg  is  a  railroad  center,  there  being  no  less  than 
ten  lines  radiating  from  it  in  all  directions.  Among  these  are  the 
Canadian  Pacitic  and  the  Northern  Pacific,  each  with  a  number  of 
branch  lines.  About  250  miles  of  extensions  of  these  lines  have  been 
completed  this  year,  and  still  more  is  under  contract  to  be  built  next 
year. 

THE  CITY  OF  WIHNIFBG. 

The  city  of  Winnipeg  has  inaugurated  an  extensive  system  of  street; 
sewer,  and  other  improvements,  which  indicates  a  fair  degree  of  pros- 
perity. 

About  6  miles  of  macadam  street  have  been  laid  during  the  past 
summer,  also  some  stretches  of  block  and  asphalt  pavement.  The 
experiment  of  having  the  public  improvements  made  by  day  labor, 
instead  of  by  contract,  has  been  tried  and  found  very  satisfactory.  It 
has  proved  economical,  besides  giving  employment  to  many  who  would 
otherwise  be  idle  and  a  charge  on  tbe  public  charities. 

A  plant  for  furnishing  a  general  water  supply  is  now  being  built  by 
the  taty,  to  be  owned  and  operated  by  the  municipality,  and  will  be 
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ready  to  begin  operatious  about  the  begiuDiDg  of  tbe  year  1900.  An 
electric  ligliting  plant,  under  manicipal  ownership,  ia  also  in  contem- 
platioD. 

There  is  a  alieht  advance  in  the  rates  of  wages  paid  iu  this  connbry 
since  last  year,  ont  they  are  yet  below  the  rates  prerailiog  iu  tfaea<]ja- 
cent  States  of  the  Union.  Skilled  labor  in  the  varioas  trades  is  paid 
15  to.  20  cents  per  hoar;  railway  employees  get  from  $1  to  tl.75  per 
day;  clerks  get  &om  (25  to  $50  per  month,  bat  the  minority  get  less 
than  $36.  ifomeBtic  servants  are  scarce,  and  command  ih>ui  |10  to  $16 
per  moDtii. 

There  are  no  local  restrictions  on  United  States  salesmen  or  their 
business,  and  there  is  no  general  prejudice  among  the  people  or  the 
dealers  against  our  goods  or  manufacturee.  All  such  goods  stand 
strictly  on  their  merits  in  these  markets.  The  Canadian  customs  tariff 
as  administered  at  the  present  time  gives  a  differential  rate  in  favor  of 
Great  Britain  of  25  per  cent.  But  for  this  tariff,  which  is  heavy  on 
many  classes  of  goods  and  seemingly  intended  to  be  prohibitive, 
American  goods  would  entirely  control  the  markets  of  this  district. 
Ab  it  is,  and  in  spite  of  the  tariff,  the  imports  from  the  United  Stales 
are  large,  greatly  exceeding  the  imports  from  all  other  countries  and 
constantly  growing  in  importance.  A  modification  of  the  Canadian 
customs  duties  would  greatly  increase  the  volume  of  imports  &om  the 
United  States  and  would  undoubtedly  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  district,  however  it  might  affect  the  interests  of  the  manu- 
facturers and  importers  of  eastern  Canada.  The  foreign  commerce  of 
the  district  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  shows  a  handsome 
increase  over  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

I  am  unable  to  obtain  the  figures  sliowing  the  commerce  of  the  dis- 
trict as  a  whole  for  the  two  years  mentioned,  but  give  below  those  for 
the  Province  of  Manitoba,  as  illustrative  of  the  commerce  of  the  entire 
districts 

COIfMEROE. 

The  total  foreign  commerce  of  the  Province  of  Manitoba  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1897,  aggregated  $4,823,000,  of  which  $2,858,000 
represented  imports  and  $l,0()5,000  exports.  For  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1898,  the  total  commerce  amounted  to  $7,904,986,  of  which 
$4,432,184  was  in  imports  and  $3,472,801  in  exxwrts.  These  figures 
show  a  much  larger  proportionate  increase  of  exports  than  of  imports, 
principally  due  to  the  large  export  of  agricultural  products  to  Europe 
during  the  last  year.  The  foreign  trade  per  capita  of  the  population  of 
the  district  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  was  $40,  as  against  $24 
per  capita  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  total  value  of  imports  into  theProvinoeofManitoba  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1898,  was  $4,432,184,  of  which  amount  $1,305,440 
was  on  the  free  list  and  $3,126,744  worth  was  dutiable,  duty  being  col- 
lected to  the  sum  of  $907,050.24. 

Of  the  entire  amount  of  imports  into  the  Province,  $3,297,226  came 
from  the  United  States,  as  against  $777,968  irom  Great  Britain  and 
$1,134,958  from  all  other  countries.  Great  Britain  included. 

The  total  exports  from  the  Province  of  Manitoba  for  the  same  flsoal 
year  aggregated  $3,472,801,  of  which  the  sum  of  $2,091,395  was  classed 
as  products  of  agriculture^  $1,076,240  as  animals  and  animal  products, 
$210,210  as  product  of  fisheries,  and  $06,743  ae  manufactures. 

Of  the  manufactures  exported,  the  sum  of  $27,524  was  scheduled  as 
not  of  Canadian  manufacture,  and  consisted  principally  of  goods  of 
United  states  mwnfoctare  retarue<I  to  that  country. 
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I  am  satisfied  that  the  sale  of  many  kinds  of  American  goods  can  be 
largely  increased  in  this  district,  if  the  proper  effort  is  made.  Our 
maDufactnrers  and  dealers  make  a  serious  mistake  by  iiegl«ctlnf;  to 
establish  local  agencies  in  the  priocipal  cities  in  this  country,  where 
tbeir  goods  can  be  exhibited  and  sold,  and  by  not  patticg  more  travel- 
ing salesmen  in  the  field  to  advertise  their  goods  and  take  orders.  They 
rely  too  much  upon  sending ciicolars  and  advertisingmatter  of  various 
kinds  through  the  mails.  Very  few  goods  are  sold  here  upon  sach 
solicitatioD.  Canadian  merchants,  as  a  rule,  will  not  buy  goods  nntil 
they  have  seen  them  or  samples  of  them,  and  have  been  personally 
solicited  to  bay. 

W.  H.  H.  Gbaham,  ConauU 

WiHMiPBG,  November  9, 1S98. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

CAMPBBI.LTON. 

Since  transmitting  a  similar  report  to  the  Department  for  the  year 
ended  Jane  30, 1897,'  this  consular  district  has  been  reduced  iu  size 
about  one-half,  which  has  necessitated,  in  making  comparative  state- 
ments of  exports,  etc,  a  tabulation  of  the  two  years,  embracing  the 
area  withiu  the  present  district — the  extreme  northern  portion  of  the 
Province.  A  comparison  shonld  therefore  not  be  made  with  figures  in 
previous  reports  od  trade  and  commerce. 
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Summari/  of  axportt  for  the  yean  ended  June  SO,  1SS7  and  1898. 
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It  mil  bo  seen  b^  tlie  preceding  statements  that  there  is  a  decrease 
of  exports  from  this  district  amounting  to  $135,919. 

The  articles  which  show  a  decided  decrease  are  cedar  shingles, 
canned  lobsters,  and  fresh  and  salt  fish.  The  only  article  showing  an 
increase  of  any  importance  is  potatoes.  The  decrease  of  cedar  shingles 
is  due  to  low  qnotations  and  leas  demand  lor  them  in  the  United  States, 
together  with  the  duty  of  30  cents  per  thousand.  The  decrease  in 
exportation  of  fish  is  principally  due  to  poor  catches.  The  increase  in 
shipment  of  potatoes  was  due  to  a  larger  crop  and  somewhat  better 
prices  in  the  TJoited  Statee. 

The  condition  of  the  long  lumber  market  remains  about  the  same  as 
in  the  preceding  year,  i.  e.,  poor.  In  anticipation  of  the  market  remain- 
ing dull,  one-third  less  logs  were  cut  on  the  Bestigouche  Itiver  and  its 
tributaries  last  winter.  There  were  21,000,000  spruce  and  10,500,000 
cedar  logs  cut.  Reliable  information  has  oeen  received  that  the  cut 
will  be  stUl  less  this  winter. 


Satis&ctory  figures  and  information  could  not  be  obtained  to  formu- 
late a  statement  of  the  imports,  giving  kind  and  value;  but  the  imiwrts 
direct  would  not  indicate  the  consamption  of  goods  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, as  they  are  obtained  through  importers  and  houses  in  tiie  larger 
cities  of  Canada,  by  which  plan  they  can  be  purchased  at  a  lower 
figure  than  by  importing  direct  in  small  quantities  for  individual  use. 
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The  priDcipal  articles  imported  are  porb  and  beef,  canned  meatB,  ueta 
and  twine,  mill  macbioery,  wricnltaral  implements,  hardware  and  lobri- 
cating  oila  from  the  United  States;  woolea,  linen,  and  cotton  goods, 
vbiskiea  and  champagne  itom  Great  Britain ;  molassee,  sugar,  and  mm 
Jrom  the  West  Indies,  and  millinery  and  fancy  goods,  brandy  and 
champagne,  from  France, 

As  has  been  previoasly  stated  by  oousular  officers  in  Canada,  the 
chief  obstacle  to  the  iutrodnotion  of  United  States  goods  is  the  high 
tariff. 

INDUSTBIES. 

The  indostries  of  this  district  are  those  of  the  forest  and  fisheries. 
The  products  of  the  forest  consist  mostly  of  sprnce  planks,  boards, 
deals,  and  laths,  cedar  shingles,  aod  railway  ties.  The  spraoe  boards, 
etc,  are  exported  pi-incipally  to  Great  Britain,  and  the  cedar  shingles 
and  railway  ties  to  the  United  States. 

Three  sawmills  were  burned  daring  the  early  part  of  the  season,  viz : 

D.  Bichards's  mill,  containing  three  shingle  and  two  clapboard 
machines  and  one  planer;  employed  35  men.  Loss  on  buildings  and 
machinery,  tl6,000;  on  stock,  $3,000;  insuriince,  $9,000. 

F.  Staneiiffe  &  Go.'s  mill,  containing  three  shingle  machines;  employed 
15  bauds.    Loss  on  building  and  machinery,  $8,000;  inaarance,  $2,000. 

William  Doherty's  mill,  containing  one  rotary  and  one  gang  saw,  one 
lath  machine,  one  double  edger,  and  one  trimmer,  valaed  at  $15,000; 
no  insurance.    There  were  55  men  employed. 

All  of  these  mills  are  in  the  course  of  recoustraction,  with  more  or 
less  improvements  in  regard  to  safety  from  Ore,  and  improved  machinery. 

BESTIGOITOHE  AND  WESTERN  BA1J.WAY. 

The  projected  Bestigoaohe  aud  Western  Railway,  mentioned  in  last 
year's  report,'  has  become  a  reality.  The  road  is  being  built  by  a  joint- 
stock  company,  Messrs.  Malcolm  &  Boss  having  the  contract.  The 
Dominion  government  has  given  a  grant  of  $3,200  per  mile,  and'  the 
local  or  provincial  goverumcDt  $2,300  per  mile,  making  the  total  grant 
$660,000,  as  the  road  is  to  be  liJO  miles  long.  The  railway  will  nm 
across  the  northern  portion  of  Kew  Brunswick  from  Oampbellton  to 
Bt.  Leonards,  12  miles  above  Grand  Falls,  on  the  St.  John  Biver. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Bangor  aud  Aroostook  Railway  will  extend 
its  line  to  connect  with  this  road ;  aud  if  bo,  it  will  give  direct  aud  rapid 
transit  to  New  York  City  from  here,  cutting  oft'  about  180  miles. 

The  contractors  expect  to  complete  10  miles  of  the  road  before  the 
heavy  snowstorms.  Preparations  for  making  a  start  were  not  com- 
pleted until  late  in  the  sammer,  which  accoants  for  the  t^w  miles  of 
road  that  wiU  be  finished  this  year.  An  embankment  of  most  excel- 
lent gravel,  several  acres  in  extent,  which  is  within  4  miles  of  this  end 
of  the  road,  will  greatly  facilitate  the  building  operations  and  save 
many  Utmdreds  of  dollars  to  the  company. 

Jab.  S.  Bsnbdigt, 

Gommermal  Agent. 

Gajcpbellton,  October  31, 1898. 
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MONCTON.i 

Notwithstanding  the  efforts  to  foBter  trade  with  Oreat  Britatn,  Oan- 
ada  imports  a  large  percentage  from  the  United  States.  Among  the 
imports  are  bicycles,  boots  and  shotts,  cotton,  coal  oil,  Indian  corn,  and 
rubber  goods.  Following  is  a  brief  statement  of  imports  ftom  Great 
Britain  and  the  Cnited  States  into  the  several  ports  of  my  consolar 
district,  for  the  six  months  ending  June  30, 1808: 


Port. 

GrtM 
Britain. 

VnfM 

rbMtbtlB 

S.MI 

Our  tariff  is  apparently  a  great  barrier  to  exporting  either  raw  or 
mannfoctured  materials  to  the  United  States.  The  principal  exports 
are  tish,  canned  fruit,  berries,  plaster  rock,  lumber,  and  ship  knees. 
Pnip  wood  is  now  becoming  an  important  item  of  esportatioQ.  In  fact, 
its  manufacture  ia  rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  most  important  indus- 
tries. It  is  very  largely  shipped  to  the  United  States.  Considerable 
American  capital  is  invested  in  this  industry.  Following  is  a  synopsis 
of  the  exports  to  Oreat  Britain  and  the  United  States  from  t^e  several 
porta  of  my  consular  district,  for  the  six  months  ending  June  30, 1898: 


PdTt. 

OrMt 
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One  of  the  most  important  industries  is  the  Inmber  trade.  During 
the  winter  months,  large  gangs  of  men  and  horses  are  sent  into  the 
woods  to  cat  and  haul  the  logs  to  the  rivers  and  streams.  In  the  early 
spring,  these  logs  are  driven  down  the  rivers  and  streams  to  sawmills, 
where  they  are  manufactured  into  deals,  boards,  and  scantlings.  The 
greater  portion  of  this  lumber  is  sent  to  the  Bridsh  market.  The  lum- 
ber operations,  carried  on  as  they  are  winter  after  winter,  are  gradaally 
depleting  the  best  timber  lands,  so  that  the  importance  of  this  industry 
is  slowly  declining.  Lumbering  is  carried  on  for  about  eight  mouths 
in  the  year,  and  the  men  are  paid  from  $1  to  $1,26  a  day. 

Another  important  feature  is  the  rock  plaster  mining  of  Hillsboro. 
Last  year,  112  vessels,  almost  all  American,  carried  119,178  tons  of  roci 
plaster,  calcined  plaster,  and  terra  alba  to  the  United  States.  The 
company,  in  1897,  employed  225  men,  and  will  turn  oat  the  same 
quantity  of  material  this  year,  but  it  now  employs  only  about  190  men, 
at  an  average  of  11  a  day  for  laborers  and  from  $1.50  to  11.76  per  day 
for  coopers  and  carpenters.  The  fact  that  a  smaller  number  of  hands 
is  employed  is  not  due  to  decreased  basiaess,  bat  to  the  better  condition 
of  the  quarry. 

The  sandstone  quarries  at  Sackville  form  an  indostry  of  some  impor- 
tance. Building  stone  and  grindstones  are  tamed  oat.  The  annoal 
product  is:  Bmlding  stone,  2,000  tons,  value  $12,000;  grindstones, 
1,000  tons,  value  $8,000. 

'  In  reply  to  eirenlu'  of  Angagt  5, 1898. 


NOETH  AStEBICA:   DOMIOTON  OP  CANADA.  373 

Sixty  men  are  employed  from  May  to  November,  aboot  150  days,  at 
tl.50  a  day. 

Another  large  indastiy  in  my  consular  dlBtrlct  is  the  manofactarin^ 
of  engiDes,  boilers,  and  general  machinery.  The  priucipal  conoem  is 
The  Kobb  Engineering  Company,  Limited,  of  Amherst,  S^ova  Scotia. 
Tbis  company  baB  an  annnal  oa^nt  to  the  amount  of  1160,000.  One 
hundred  and  twenty  hands  are  employed,  at  an  average  of  about  $9 
per  week. 

The  manafactoring  of  stoves  is  largely  carried  on  by  the  Sackville 
Foandry  Company,  Enterprise  Fonodry,  and  Becord  Foundry  Machine 
Company.  These  employ  each  abont  100  men,  at  an  average  of  from 
$1.35  to  tl.50  per  day. 

Bhodea,  Curry  &  Co.,  of  Amherst,  Nova  Scotia,  mannfactore  railway 
cars,  carwheelB,  castings,  and  bnilding  materialB.  Their  aunnal  ont^nt 
IB  about  $300,000.  They  employ  175  meu,  at  an  average  of  from  $1.10 
to  $1.60  per  day. 

There  are  alBo  several  large  shoe  manu&ctnring  companies  within 
my  diBtrict,  the  principal  being  the  Amherst  Boot  and  Shoe  Company. 
LaBt  year'B  output  was  $470,575,  an  increase  of  $27,000  over  the  previ- 
ous year.  Its  annnal  saleB  include  about  $75,000  of  rubber  goods  and 
$200,000  worth  of  patent  leather  goods.  Tbis  is  a  steam  power  factory, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  United  States  machinery  is  used,  but  one-third 
of  ita  product,  especially  of  a  heavy  class,  is  hand  work. 

The  boot  and  shoe  factory  at  Shediac  employs  abont  70  men.  Its 
outpat  for  the  last  six  months  was  worth  about  $60,000.  The  output  per 
week  is  1,666  pairs,  everything  being  sold  in  Canada.  The  average  wage 
is  $4.50  per  week.  All  the  machinery  is  from  the  United  States,  and 
^ves  perfect  satisfaction. 

There  is  also  a  small  boot  and  shoe  factory  at  Sackville,  employing 
abont  25  hands,  with  a  quarterly  output  of  12,896  pairs.  The  average 
weekly  wage  is,  males  $10,  females  $3.  Tweiity-flve  per  cent  of  their 
work  is  machine  work,  all  their  machinery  being  of  United  States  make. 

The  Moncton  Sugar  Iteflnery  was  destroyed  by  fire  about  two  years 
ugo  and  has  not  been  rebnilt ;  but  the  barrel  factory  in  connection  there, 
with  is  still  in  operation.  Staves  and  headings  are  manu^tured  for 
the  two  refineries  belonging  to  the  same  company.  The  Acadia  Sugar 
Iteflning  Company,  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  It  uses  annually  2,600 
<!ords  of  hard  wood,  costing  about  $4.50  a  cord,  and  1,500  cords  of 
aprnce,  costing  about  $2.50  a  cord.  Fifty  men  and  boys  are  employed, 
ftt  an  average  of  $1.20  a  day.  The  yearly  outpnt  is  5,000,000  staves 
and  250,000  pairs  of  heads— value  about  $40,000. 

The  Moncton  Woolen  Mills  is  an  important  manufacturing  industry, 
employing  about  80  hands,  and  paying  men  from  $1  to  $2  a  day,  and 
women  fifom  60  to  76  cents  per  day.  For  the  six  months  ending  June 
30  last,  the  outpat  was  to  the  value  of  $75,000. 

The  Dominion  Cotton  Mills  Company's  mill  at  Moncton  reports  that 
the  total  oQtpnt  for  the  last  twelve  months  was  1,306,000  pounds,  val- 
aed  at  $196,000.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-five  bands  are  employed,  at 
an  average  of  $4.07  per  week.  The  coarser  classes  of  cotton  textiles 
are  27  inches  to  36  inches  in  width ;  42  by  52,  and  3  to  6  yards  per  pound. 

The  recent  invention,  known  as  the  "Cleveland  cylinder,"  has  been 
thoronghly  tested  by  the  Intercolonial  Railway  of  Canada,  with  liead- 
quarters  at  Moncton.  An  express  engine  has  been  fitted  with  tbis  cyl- 
inder, and  it  is  said  that  the  test  has  been  eminently  satisfactory.  For 
farther  details  regarding  this  iuveution,  see  appended  clipping  from 
the  Montreal  Star. 
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I  might  also  mention  the  ao-called  Salt  Water  Gold  Mining  Company 
at  Hillaboro,  New  Branewict.  It  la  an  American  company,  incorpo- 
rated in  the  State  of  Maine.  They  have  been  experimenting  for  the  last 
five  or  six  months  extracting  gold  from  sea  water.  1  have  been 
unable  as  yet  to  ascertain  the  results. 

GUSTATE  BeUTELSPAOHEE, 

Commercial  Agent 
MONCTON,  October  13, 1898. 


Mi.  a.  H.  PeteraoD,  late  of  Brandon,  Haoitoba,  but  now  of  Colbani«,  Ontario,  is 
at  the  Windsor,  wbore  he  arrtTtid  from  Ottawa  yesterday,  after  coDCladiog  airange- 
uients  with  the  Hen.  A.  Q.  Bluir,  minister  of  railways  and  canals,  for  use  in  the  con- 
nection with  the  Government  railway  of  the  Cleveland  cylindora  for  en^nes,  of 
which  great  tbin^  are  predicted.  The  locomottves  ou  this  road  will  be  fitted  ont 
with  the  new  device  as  rapidly  as  Dircumstoncea  will  permit. 

SpeakinK  to.  a  Tepreaentatlve  of  the  8tar  this  morning,  Mr.  Peterson  stated  that 
the  main  ^tures  ot  the  device  were  a  donble  piston,  large  central  exhaust,  and  the 
application  of  the  snction  of  indactive  principle  to  the  nozzle.  Each  cylinder  had 
two  piston  heads  on  one  rod,  and  oonseanently,  the  cylinder  was  longer  than  that 
ordinarily  in  use  on  locomotives.  Near  tne  center  of  the  cylinder  a  groove  was  cut 
in  its  wall,  of  sufficient  area  to  afford  an  ample  eihansl;  under  any  conditions.  Ae 
the  piston  passed  over  this  point,  the  exhaust  assumed  the  characteristic  of  an  ci:plo- 
n  rather  tban  anything  else,  opening  as  it  did  into  the  chamber  between  the  two 


pistons,  which  was  in  ooustant  communication  with  the  smokestaoks.  As  the  piston 
passed  back  on  the  return  of  the  stroke  and  covered  the  main  exhaust  port,  the  valve 
or  supplementaiT  exhaust  passed  out  through  the  nozzle  in  such  a  way  that  the  luaiu 
exhaust  operated  to  create  a  vacitam  in  the  cylinder.  The  valve  and  the  valve  motion 
of  the  ordinary  engine  could  be  used  In  the  device. 

In  answer  to  a  qneatioo,  Mr.  Pol«rson  remarked  that  the  devioe  was  a  Cana<lian 
Invention,  the  inventora  being  Heesrs.  E.  W.  and  W.  F,  Cleveland,  both  Canadian 
citizens.  Up  to  the  present,  Canadian  money  had  developed  it,  and  Canadian  nsaoo- 
factnrers  and  the  management  of  the  Intercolonial  Itailway  had  assisted  greatly  in 


bringing  it  up  to  its  proseiil  stage. 

The  advantages  claimed  for  th  v     . 

back  pressure  Is  overcome,  and  there  is  no  condensation.     If  water  could 


The  advantages  claimed  for  the  device   over  the  ordinary  cylinder  were:  The 


mutate  in  the  cylinder,  each  stroke  of  the  piston  would  sweep  it  into  the  exhanst. 
The  compressor  is  controllable  so  that  ii  beautiful  indicator  oiird  can  be  produced. 

The  speed,  said  Mr.  Peterson,  would  be  limited  only  hy  the  condition  of  the  rood 
and  of  the  reciprocating  parts  and  the  brakes.  There  was  no  reason  why  many  of 
the  roads  now  in  operation  could  not  run  their  trains  on  tbe  straight«r  portions  of 
their  lines  at  the  rateof  100  miles  an  hour.  The  device  farther  enabled  the  engineer 
to  get  bis  train  nnder  speed  promptly.  The  strength  developed  would  be  propor- 
tioned to  tbe  speed  and  wonld  greatly  increase  the  tractive  power  of  tlio  locomotive. 
The  resulting  smoothness  of  operation  following  the  applicatinu  of  the  device  to  au 
engine  on  the  Intercolonial  road  has  been  favorably  commented  on  bj  the  drivers 
who  had  used  the  engine,  and  who  explained  it  by  the  absence  of  opposition  In  the 


cylinder.  As  a  conseijnenoo,  Iliero  wasfor  less  strain  on  the  reciprocating  parts,  and 
tbe  wear  and  t«ar  on  the  roadbed,  as  well  as  the  cost  of  repairs,  wonld  be  Kreatly 
tedaeed.    A  saving  in  fuel  of  from  ^  to  40  per  cent  would  be  effected,  and  •  like 


saving  would  be  mode  in  water  evaporation. 

Mr.  Peterson  added  that  the  device  might  be  applied  to  anything  intended  to 
develop  steam  power,  such  as  portable,  traction,  electric,  stationary,  and  marine 
engines  and  locomotives. 

Engine  No.  6U,  hanling  No.  1  and  2  espreas  between  St.  John  and  Moncton,  is 
equipped  with  a  Cleveland  cylinder. 


^dbvGoo^^lc 


NORTH  AMERICA:    DOMINION  OF  CANADA.  375 

ST.  jonv. 

I  sabmit  tbe  foUoving  annual  report  of  imports  and  esportB  for  thin 
consnlar  district: 

Imports  from  the  UDited  states $1,285,260 

Imports  from  otbei  conntriee 3,534,158 

Total *,819,4I8 

Exporta  to  tho  United  States 3, 134, 231 

Exports  to  other  conntries 6,382,615 

Total 9,516,846 

The  above  is  for  the  year  eoding  Jnne  .10,  1897,  the  latest  official 
returns  published. 

VaWe  ^/eiporU  tiroHgh  thit  ofioe/or  year  ending  Jtn*  SO,  1S98. 

Lnmbet •1,094, 610 

SnndHea , 382,186 

Tot«l 1,476,796 

About  90  per  ceut  of  the  Inmber  gent  through  this  office  is  mannfac- 
tnred  by  United  States  citizens  from  timber  from  the  State  of  Maine, 
which  is  admitted  free  of  duty. 

DOCKS. 

There  have  been  erected  in  the  city  of  St.  John  during  the  last  year, 
one  wharf  320  feet  long,  fronting  on  the  harbor,  and  one  300  feet,  front- 
ing on  the  slip;  also,  four  large  warelionses,  each  320  by  70  feet 
erected  chiefly  as  terminal  facilities  for  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway, 
tbe  whole  costing  in  the  vicinity  of  $750,000.  This  harbor  is  of  sam- 
cient  depth  and  capacity  to  accommodate  the  largest  steamships,  and 
is  free  of  ice  daring  the  severest  winters.  The  present  elevntor  has  a 
capacity  of  360,000  bushels,  and  tlie  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  is  now 
erecting  another  one,  adjoining,  of  750,000  bushels  capacity. 

IBA  B.  Utbrs,  Cmtsul. 

St.,  John,  July  13, 18.98. 


ST,  STEPHEN. 

In  accordance  with  instrnctions  contained  in  circntar  dated  Angnst 
5,  1898, 1  snbmit  snch  information  as  can  be  gathered  from  this  consn- 
lar district. 

The  importations  of  this  port  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1808, 
were  $499,415,  and  the  exports  for  the  same  period  were  $299,055.  The 
imports  for  the  six  months  ending  June  30, 1898,  were  $233,651.  The 
exports  for  tbe  same  time  were  $154,9J8. 

Thelnmberindustryisan  important  one  in  this  district,  and  the  prin- 
cipal market  has  been  the  United  States.  The  dntlnees  of  building 
operations  in  the  United  States,  caused  by  the  recent  war  with  Spain, 
has  had  a  depressing  effect  on  the  Inmber  trade  here,  and  many  of  the 
manufacturers  have  turned  their  attention  to  the  markets  of  England. 
The  duty  on  Canadian  Inmber  has  also,  to  some  extent,  hindered  trade. 
The  export  of  wool  from  this  port  has  entirely  ceased  since  the  month 
of  May  last,  due  undoubtedly  to  the  low  price  of  wool  in  the  United 
States  market. 
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The  Dew  railroad  throagh  eastern  Maine,  known  as  tbe  Waslitngton 
County  Bailroad,  conDects  Calais,  Eastport,  and  many  other  shore 
towns  with  the  Maine  Central  Kailroad  at  Ellsworth,  Me.,  and  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Bailway  here  opens  ap  new  transportation  facilities 
to  shippers  along  the  coast  of  Maine.  Large  qaantities  of  sardines, 
smoked  and  pickled  fish,  etc.,  destined  for  Chicago  and  the  West,  are 
being  shipped  over  this  new  rente  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Kailway. 
Much  lower  freig^ht  rates  have  been  obtained,  and  no  doubt,  this  will 
cause  a  great  baainess  boom  iu  those  towns  which,  niitil  now,  have  been 
entirely  without  railroad  transportation. 

Herewith,  I  give  the  imports  to  this  port  for  August  aud  September, 
from  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  comparing  the  first  two 
months  of  "preferential  duty"  with  the  corresponding  months  in  1897: 
United  states: 

AngnBt,1897 $20,2*2 

September,  1897 2i,GM 

Totol «,876 

Angnrt,  1898 17,301 

BeptemW,  1898 W,759 

ToUl 52.063 

Gieat  Bcitain: 

AnguBt,  J897 2,069 

September,  1897 1,260 

Totol 8,329 

AngtiHt,  1898 3,320 

September,  1898 1,884 

Total 5,204 

This  district  being  on  the  border,  the  tastes  and  wants  of  the  x>eople 
on  both  sides  of  the  line  are  very  similar,  and  nothing  requiring  B|)ecial 
notice  has  arisen  within  the  past  yenr. 

Chahles  a.  McCttllough,  Consul. 

St.  Stephbm,  October  17, 1898. 


■WOODSTOCK. 

While  tbe  prevailing  Canadian  tariff  is  in  force,  it  is  impossible  ta 
record  any  startling  growth  of  United  States  trade  in  this  district'. 
Still, one  can  notbntbeimpresseil  with  the  idea  that,  with  a  fair  amount 
of  push,  business  can  be  increased. 

The  entries  at  this  jwrt  of  merchandise  fi^tm  tbe  United  States  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  were:  Dutiable  goods,  $45,316;  free 
goods,  $30,666.    Exports  for  the  same  period  were  982,888. 

These  are  the  official  figures  from  the  custom-house  in  this  district. 
I  am  unable  to  give  figures  of  imports  from  other  countries. 

Transportation  is  furnished  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Ilailroad,  con- 
necting at  Viwceboro  with  the  Maine  Central  Itailroad,  and  at  St.  Ste- 
phen, 90  miles  sonth  of  here,  with  various  lines  of  steamers.  This  place 
is  about  fifteen  hours  from  Boston. 

In  tbe  matter  of  freight  charges,  tbe  average  rate  of  dry  goods 
from  London,  England,  27s.  Gd.  ($C.Cd)  per  marine  ton,  is  the  lowest 
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tbat  I  have  foaod.  Thin  1  am  told  is  about  equiraleDt  to  5  per  cent  on 
heavy  and  10  per  cent  on  light  goods.  Bates  on  similar  goods  from 
Montreal  are  66  cents  per  handredweigbt,  against  60  cents  per  hon- 
dredveigbt  from  Boston,  which  shows  a  small  per  cent  in  favor  of 
United  States  markets. 

ITearly  all  the  Inmber  shipments  into  the  TlnitAd  States  have  been 
made  here  firom  logs  grown  in  the  StAte  of  Maine  (see  sec.  2<'>08,  Revised 
Statutes  of  the  United  States),  onr  tariff  practically  shutting  out  the 
production  of  this  conntry. 

There  is  a  decided  preference  among  consumers  for  American  goods 
of  various  kinds,  notably  boots,  shoes,  domestics,  furniture,  hardware, 
tools,  and  agricultural  implements,  one  firm  buying  a  plow,  made  in 
Now  York  State,  in  car  lots.  Credits  are  not  materially  different  from 
those  in  ^ew  England. 

A  canning  factory  is  in  active  operation,  having  been  recently  started. 

Wages  are  abont  the  same  as  in  neighboring  States,  with  possibly 
the  exception  of  domestic  help,  which  is  slightly  lower. 

A  local  tax  or  license  of  (9  a  year  or  $3  a  trip,  which  is  good  for 
three  months,  is  collected  here  of  all  commercial  travelers,  no  passports 
being  used. 

Banking  facilities  are  good,  there  being  branches  of  the  Bank  of 
Nova  Scotia,  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Halifax,  and  the  People's  Bank 
of  Halifax  located  here.  Exchange  on  Boston  or  New  York  is  one- 
eigbth  of  one  per  cent.  Credits  vary  from  thirty  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  days,  although  there  is  a  growing  tendency  to  shorten  time. 
Frank  O.  Dbnison,  Consul 

Woodstock,  September  13, 1898. 
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Tliis  consular  district  comprises  the  colony  of  Newfoundland,  having 
a  seacoast  of  nearly  2,000  miles;  and  Labrador  with  its  1,100  miles  of 
coast,  iVonting  the  Atlantic,  is  included  in  the  jurisdiction  of  New- 
foundland, and  is  the  summer  resort  of  20,000  of  its  flshennen.  Nature 
has  marked  the  island  as  one  of  the  world's  great  fishing  centers. 
A  distance  of  a  degree  from  the  shore  is  the  "Grand  Bank  of  New- 
foundland," which  extends  for  a  length  of  000  miles,  with  a  breadth 
of  200.  This  is  the  great  capital  of  the  cod,  and  is  alive  with  colonies 
of  tbis  fish.  Vast  shoals  of  the  bait  fishes,  caplin,  squid,  herring, 
follow  each  other  in  succession  throughout  the  season,  furnishing  food 
for  the  cod  and  drawing  them  shoreward.  The  interior,  though  of 
great  extent  and  covered  with  forests  relieved  by  nnmerous  lakes  of 
various  Bizes,JB  comparatively  little  known.  The  inhabitants,  estimated 
at  210,000,  all  live  in  the  bays  and  inlets  around  the  shore.  St.  Johns, 
the  capitfu  and  principal  town,  has  a  popniation  estimated  at  30,000, 
and  is  the  center  of  commerce. 

The  liBhericB  constitute  the  staple  industry  of  the  country.  On  the 
export  of  their  prwlucts,  the  colony  depends.  The  last  census  retnrns 
(1891)  show  that  out  of  a  population  of  202,000,  there  are  54,775  engaged 
in  catching  and  curing  fish;  while  825  are  engaged  in  Inmbering,  1,258 
iu  milling,  I,05S  in  factories  and  workshops,  and  8,686  in  other  employ- 
ments. The  prodncts  of  the  fisheries  constitute  about  four-fifths  of 
the  entire  exports. 
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The  cod  fisheries  greatly  exceed  those  of  any  other  oooDtry  in  the 
world.  The  annual  average  esport  of  cod  is  about  1,350,000  quintals  of 
112  pounds  each,  in  weight.  The  Dominion  of  Canada  exports  an 
average  of  450,000  quintals,  and  Norway  aboat  751,000  quintals.  The 
^Bgregate  annual  catch  of  cod  iu  North  Atlantic  waters,  by  American, 
French,  Canadian,  and  Newfoundland  flsbermen,  ia  estimated  at 
3,700,000.  This  enormous  catch  has  been  going  ou  for  ceDtorica.  The 
flshermen  who  catcb  the  flsh  also  cure  it,  with  the  assistance  of  women 
and  children.  The  process  is  thas  conducted  on  many  Imudreds  of 
different  Bakes,  and  those  who  buy  and  export  it  have  not  the  least 
control  of  the  cure.  There  ia,  conaeqaently,  a  want  of  nniformity  in  the 
cure,  and  no  means  of  caring  differently  for  different  markets.  In  many 
cases,  lack  of  means  and  of  proper  knowledge  operates  against  proper 
treatment.  The  resnlt  is  that  large  quantities  of  badly  made  flsh  are 
thrown  on  the  market.  The  suppliers,  who  have  made- advances  to  the 
fishermen,  have  to  take  the  fish,  whatever  the  care  may  be,  at  a  flxed 
valuation ;  and  generally,  a  fisherman  gets  as  much  for  imperfectly  cured 
fish  as  for  the  prime  article,  so  that  there  is  small  inducement  to  secure 
a  carefiil  and  honest  cure.  Oargoes  have  to  be  made  np  from  fish 
received  from  hundreds  of  different  hands,  aud  do  selection  can  secare 
uniformity. 

While  there  ia  difficulty  very  often  la  finding  a  market  for  manafoc- 
tnred  goods,  the  demand  for  cod  never  fails,  and  nnder  the  new  and 
improved  methods  of  cure  and  packing,  as  in  the  article  known  as 
"boneless  codfish,"  its  use  is  rapidly  extending,  while  every  portion  of 
the  fish  la  now  nsed  for  some  practical  purpose.  The  improved  method 
of  manufacturing  cod  liver  oil  haa  greatly  enhanced  its  value  irom  a 
medicinal  point  of  view.  The  fluest  glue  is  made  from  the  skin  of  the 
cod,  and  from  the  bonea  and  bead,  a  valuable  fertilizer.  Bailways  in 
cod-consuming  countries,  such  as  Brazil,  Spain,  and  the  Mediterranean 
countries,  have  cheapened  its  transport  into  the  interior,  thus  increas- 
ing its  consumption.  To  the  inhabitants  of  warm  countries,  the  dried 
cod  furnishes  a  palatable  article  of  food,  and  many  of  them  regard  it  aa 
indispensable. 

THE  SEAL  FI8HEBT. 

Next  to  the  cod  fishery,  the  most  valuable  of  the  Newfoundland  flah- 
eriea  is  that  of  the  seal.  While  the  cod  fishery  haa  been  prosecuted  for 
almost  four  hundred  years,  the  seal  fishery  ia  not  more  than  ninety  years 
old.  It  would  appear  that  the  attentiou  of  the  people  was  so  absorbed 
in  capturing  and  curing  cod,  that  tbey  neglected  the  treasures  which 
the  vast  ice  fields  brought  within  their  reach,  and  the  seal  herds  were 
left  to  bring  forth  their  young  amid  the  icy  solitudes,  undisturbed  by 
the  mnrderooe  gun,  club,  and  knife  of  the  hunter. 

THE  L0E8TBK  PISHBRT. 

The  last  ten  years  were  marked  by  the  development  of  a  new  indus- 
try, in  the  packing  and  exportation  of  lobsters.  From  a  small  begin- 
ning in  1873,  it  gradually  increased  till,  in  1888,  the  export  was  3,300,672 
pounds,  valued  at  $385,077.  Not  only  has  the  catch  increased  this 
year,  but  the  price  is  higher,  the  average  being  from  $9  to  $9.50  per 
case.  The  total  number  of  cases  (containing  l-Y>ound  tins,  48  to  the 
case)  exported  this  year  will  range  from  60,000  t^  65,000.  The  export 
of  last  year  was  54,000  cases,  but  the  price  was  not  ao  high. 
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SAUfON  FI8HEBT. 

The  export  of  preserved  sftlmon  firom  Nevfouudlaod  does  not  consti- 
tnte  a  large  or  important  item,  seldom  reaching  in  valae  tlOO,000  per 
annam.  Tbe  nalmon  are  either  pickled  or  pnt  in  hermetically  sealed 
tins.  Tbey  are  taken  for  the  moat  part  in  nets  in  the  coves,  bays,  and 
at  tbe  months  of  tbe  rivers.  The  season  for  taking  them  is  brief,  not 
exceeding  six  or  seven  weeks,  commencing  generally  in  the  end  of  May. 
Tbe  fisb  is  often  so  plentiful  in  St.  John's  during  this  brief  season,  that 
it  sells  for  five  or  six  cents  i>er  pound. 

THE  HERRING  PISHXRT. 

The  herring  fishery  of  Newfoundland  has  been  sadly  neglected.  Had 
It  been  prosecuted  with  skill  and  energy;  had  care  been  bestowed  on 
the  cnre  and  packing,  and  had  it  been  placed  years  ago  nnder  proper 
regnlations,  it  might  to-day  have  approached  the  cod  fishery  in  valae. 
The  chief  seats  of  the  herring  fishery  are  Fortaiie,  Plocentia,  St. 
George's,  and  Bay  of  Islands,  while  on  the  whole  coast  of  Labrador, 
the  finest  herrings  are  taken.  Daring  the  last  few  years,  the  Labrador 
herring  fishery  has  been  onremunerative. 

MINERAL  RESOURCES. 

Ab  a  mineral-prodncing  country,  Newfoundland  has  only  sprang  into 
notice  within  the  past  quarter  of  a  century.  Previous  to  that  date,  in 
fact  from  its  earliest  history,  there  appears  to  have  been  a  vagne 
impression  that  it  contained  rich  mineral  treasures. 

Ores  of  iron  are  very  common  in  many  parts  of  the  island,  and  com- 
prise nearly  all  the  usual  varieties;  magnetite,  hermatite,  specular  iron 
ore,  limonite,  ilmenite,  chromite,  siderite,  vivianite,  clay  ironstone, 
brown  and  yellow  ocher,  iron  pyrites,  pj'rrhotiue,  mispickel,  etc.  Of 
these,  magnetite,  hermatite,  clay  ironstone,  and  pyrites  are  the  most 
abundant  ores.  The  former  occurs  in  large  masses  in  the  vicinity  of 
some  of  the  copper  mines. 

Magnetic  iron  sand  is  of  very  common  occurrence,  both  in  this  island 
and  along  the  Labrador  coast.  Hermatite  occurs  with  the  magnetite  at 
different  parts  of  the  island.  Chromite  is  found  associated  with  the 
serpentine  group  of  rock,  wherever  displayed  in  the  island.  The  com- 
mon yellow  pyrites  (mundic)  occur  all  over  the  Island,  and  are  found 
more  or  less  disseminated  through  every  formation  that  goes  to  consti- 
tute its  rock  crust.  It  Is  very  hard  and  compact,  with  a  close,  even 
texture,  and  contains,  on  an  average,  about  2  to  4  per  cent  of  copper. 
Large  quantities  of  this  same  ore  have  been  mined  with  the  copper;  an 
immense  deposit  is  being  extensively  mined  at  Filleys  Island,  Notre 
Dame  Bay.  The  lode  is  said  to  average  (lO  feet  in  width,  and  con- 
tains 52  per  cent  of  sulphur.  This  mine  is  in  a  floarishing  condition, 
shipping  large  quantities  each  year  to  market,  principally  to  the  United 
States,  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  sulphnric  acid,  copperas,  etc. 

In  1895,  iron  ore  was  first  mined  on  the  island,  and  amounted  to  7&0 
tons.  The  returns  of  1897  show  the  export,  to  be  58,946  tons.  I  am 
told  that  the  export  for  1898  will  reach  100,000  tons. 

Id  addition  to  the  ores  already  named,  Mr.  J.  P.  Howley,  geological 
surveyor  of  Newfoundland,  enumerates  molybdenite,  antimonite,  man- 
gan^»e,  lead,  ashestus,  mica,  silver,  gold,  as  occurring  in  various  places, 
and  in  promising  quantities.  Building  and  ornamental  materials,  such 
as  granites,  ayenites,  sandstones,  limestones,  marbles,  serpeutin^s,  slates, 
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as  well  aa  a  variety  of  miueral  sabstanees  applicable  to  fine  arts  and 
omanieutal  purpoaeB  are  foaud. 

Kative  granite  ie  now  being  excluBivelf  osed  foi  building  pnrpoaes 
in  St.  JolinB.  There  is  an  abundance  in  the  ialand,  and  it  comes  in  a 
variety  of  plain  and  mixed  colors.  The  qnality  is  said  to  be  better  tban 
the  Aberdeen  (Scotch)  granite.  It  is  easily  quarried,  and  can  be  shipped 
without  cartage.     Vessels  can  be  loaded  trom  the  quarries. 

Goal  lias  been  mined  for  the  first  time  this  season  in  the  island;  for- 
merly, all  the  coal  used,  excepting  anthra^te,  came  from  Gape  Breton, 
Nova  Scotia,  The  Nevibundlana  Bailway  Ciompany  is  now  mining  all 
the  coal  it  uses,  and  is  getting  oat  about  30  tons  per  day.  It  is  expected 
after  this  season,  that  all  the  soft  coal  used  in  the  colony  will  be  mined 
in  the  island. 

Three  oil  wells  have  been  bored  within  the  past  month,  and  are  aver- 
aging 25  barrels  each  i>er  day.  The  depth  of  these  wella  is  136,  257, 
and  460  feet  respectively.  These  are  pump  wells;  the  oil  has  a  specific 
gravity  of  32  J  per  cent,  which  is  about  the  same  as  the  Feuusylvania  oil. 

There  is  one  palp  mill,  recently  completed,  now  in  operation,  and  the 
establidhment  of  others  is  being  considered. 

The  new  line  of  railway  across  the  island,  which  was  completed  this 
summer,hasdonemnch  toward  bringing  yewfouudland  into  prominence. 

Labrador,  of  which  there  is  little  known  mineralogically,  is,  in  all 
probability,  a  cuperiferous  region  also ;  many  rich  specimens  of  copper 
ores  have  been  brought  from  various  parts  of  the  coast. 

AGBIO0LTTJRAL  BBSOUBOES. 

The  prevailing  idea  is  that  Newfoundland  is  a  dismal,  fog-enveloped 
conntiy,  whose  savage  climate  and  poor  soil  preclude  all  attempts  at 
agricnltnre.  This  is  far  from  being  the  case.  It  is  true  that  there  are 
wide  tracts  on  the  island  irreclaimably  barren ;  othere  unfit  for  arable 
purposes,  though  excellent  for  grazing;  and  others  covered  with  marshes 
audwhat'theiieoplecan  "barrens."  Lakesand  ponds  occupy  one-third 
of  the  surface  of  the  whole  island.  The  agricultural  lands  all  lie  in 
belts,  and  mainly  along  the  valleys  through  which  the  principal  rivers 
run  and  on  the  seacoast.  Until  the  last  five  years,  the  people  gave  their 
whole  attention  to  the  fisheries;  now,  many  of  them  have  begnn  the 
cultivation  of  the  land,  which  is  excellently  adapted  for  root  crops. 
Potatoes,  turnips,  cabbage,  etc.,  which  have  been  supplied  by  the 
Dominion  of  Ganada,  are  now  being  furnished  by  the  farmers  in  the 
colony.  The  western  portion  of  the  island^  from  an  agricultural  point  of 
view,  is  by  far  the  most  imiiortant.  Its  climate,  too,  is  by  many  degrees 
superior  to  that  of  the  eastern  or  southern  shores,  being  entirely  out  of 
the  range  of  fogs. 

PIHANOBS  OP  ST.  JOHKS. 

CoiHolidaUd  accoKnt  o/reetipli  and  pagMtitl*  front  Jitf  1,  1S96,  to  June  30,  1SS7. 

DR. 

July  1,  1896.  To  baloDCM  ftnm  Jane  SO,  1896 «2I%332.4T 

JddbSO,  1897: 

TodntieH,  St.  John 8 »1, 317,  BIT.  13 

Dtitiag,  outporte 156,926.72 

iDterest  on  bomis 9,665.78 

1,484,229.63 

Harbor  inaat«n'  dnes 1,126.00 

SQrcbatgu 136.49 

Bnrveforof  sblppiog 2.fi0 


Coo^^lc 
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June  30, 18ST— Continned. 

To  too»l  diitilUtion »3,570.49 

HoapiUl  dQM 242.38 

ForeiKD  flshing  llc«nM« 6,117.89 

LloTfB  dne*  (enrvay) 3,675.35 

913, 869. 23 

Light  dne»,  St.  .lohnB 11,431.47 

Ught  dn«»,  ontporta 16,764.48 

38,195.96 

B»laJic««,  tIz: 

Fines  and  foTftitnrM 1,089.63 

Wreolced  jiiopertr 893.66 

OoodB  atMndonod  for  duty 356.06 

UDclaimed  gooda 160. 9t 

WarehoDM  rent 9.68 

Copr  Wright  dtttie* 6.66 

Dnttea  on  goods  exeteaiiiehtpif«t{«o 701.99 

Cnatomhonse,  Blanc  Sablou 315.19 

FlrereMrre  fhnd 1,359,92 

Saiiooaex  CIMucto 86.63 

5,27&2* 

Ontatanding  eredlt  IwUncea 2,004.96 

BecAived  from  Treaanry  accoant,  iialarieH,  inoidHntalH,  etc 106,1181.70 

T»tri 1,660,892.15 


July  1,  1896.  By  OQtport  bklsucee  from  Jnne  30, 1S96 «16,348.20 

Jane  30, 1897: 

BydraTTbacks 1,229.34 

Betnin  duties,  St.  Jotina 9108. 62 

Betoni  daties,  ontporta 3.60 

OreieutTie*,  St.  Joluu 3,414.06 

Over  entriea,  ontporta 5,692.47 

9,106.63 

LDmbeieertificatM....'. 14.00 

Inoidantals,  St.  Johna 6,165.30 

Ineideatala,  ontporta 6,354.36 

13,619.56 

Salariea,  Bt.  Johns — 

Offlceri 16,486.64 

Tide  waiters 16,462.39 

Boatmen 5,330.00 

37,277.93 

Salariea,  ontpvrta— 

Offieeis 37,702.47 

Tide  waiters 7,187.67 

Boatmen 3,473.35 

37,362.40 

Inspection,  ontport  nnatoniB 661.  OO 

Saperannnation 3,233.50 

Bfaipa  bnilt  in  the  colony 980.00 

Snrrey  Labrador  fishing  Teasels 1,244.60 

Protection  revenne,  sonthweet  coast 6,359.31 

Protection  rerenoe,  norUiweBt  coaat 1,863.60 

Labrador  reveiiDe  raniser 2,220.00 

Fuel  and  light 106.29 

Bnapense  aooonnt 1,296.13 

Cape  John 250.00 

Pnahthrongb 146.16 

Cash  tnnaferred  to  treoBory 1,030,712.74 

Bonda  tranafotred  to  treasury 471,715.80 

1,602,428.51 

Cash  paid  to  tieaanry,  aooonnt  hospital  dnea 7L31 

Cosh  paid  to  treaanry,  account  union  and  commeroial  bank 

DotM 330.60 

Ontport  debit  balances 34,761.46 

Total 1,660,892.16- 
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Dttaila  o/diUiet,  etc.,  0/  Ota  colony  of  Nea/oimdlaud  for  tlufi«Bal  year  eudad  JuneSO,  1837. 


Aitlcia  imported. 


Api>lea,  drisd poanda- . 

UaoDn,  buna,  WngnM.  unokedbear,  and 

Beef.  I"e»'  iiuds,  .Wiuid  booka,  bu- 

D(  InoludioK  iwMt 


BI«tult*nilbrMd 
<.rr.iiiy-       ■ 

Butter,  ote 


ipiwmtlng  buttv cWt. 


CaakB.  amp  t; ,  aecmiilliaiul ; 

46  gaUona  and  uuder nnmbflr. 

Otbf  iS  gallon! do... 

CaakataTBa.BecflndliaAdtDiaufiactiired: 
Capablflof  makiogcajikaDf  4&giJ- 

loua jud  upvaid-..-,-r- ---- 

Capalilfi  of  mBktnK  oaaki  under  U 
gallona 


CoffBOiRreen poi 

Coffee,  roaattd  ar  jirDuiid 

CoDfeotkmerj  (not  fnoluding  o 


Fsatheraaiid.featberbeda.L..poi]nda. 
Flah:  Codflah and haddoak. .quintals. 

Flour barTBiH. 

Fieah  meat  and  ponltcT pounda. 

Vrult,  dried  {oicepUng  dried  appUea), 


Jama  and  preaarrM.-. 


•cr.  grooved,  tangirad,  or  ploited. 


.'.'nUoDa! 


Sblnilet  ud  li 
XJndediied. 


Whiiky.. 
CordlA.. 


Timber.  Including  llgDum 

lObMKO; 

VanoCaotured  andparUjf  dl 


S  Ola.  per  gallon . 


fl.D5  per  barrel  ,, 


Ic^perp^and*': 


aflp  et  ad  vaL 


il.SO  p«r quintal... 
£E>  Ota.  per  barrel.., 
14  Ota.  per  poujid... 


BD  i>.ct.ad  val.  and  1 
eta.  per  poond. 

$3.50  per  tbfrnaanil     , 

|5  poT'tlKHUand...... 

7  Ota.  per  eaUon 

5  eta.  per  buabol ..... 

30  Ota.  per  barrel 

fleta.per  nlloD.w.., 

30  cIs.  pernuirrel 

|l.M  per  barrel 

ft)  eta.  per  thouauid. . 

13.20  per  gaUon 

•i'pergtiilan'!!!!!!!: 

12.30  per  gallon 

K .SO  per  gallon 

(S.ZO  per  gallOD 


S.Mporowt'-.'!!! 
D  p.  ct.  ad  val.  ai 
.Ola.  per  pound. 
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UelaiU  of  dtiHf,  t 


QowOiy. 

Rue  Df  duty. 

Tulue. 

Duly. 

a.B7S.M 

ba.h»l 

c«™u! do 

t  «i  v^ 

■Wiwui 

«T 

lion 

Hock,  BDrgUDdy  and  llgbt  Blik«n- 

UndeT  M  ninU  tbIiu.  .■■llinia. . 

433 
2.3M 

m 

gneln.  nd  LlalHn.Cipe.  Lialnn 

Au'°^kiidi'::'.'.'::.'.'.'...<k^!; 

M.0M.OO 

Tlplcl.Mrlvil,..' 

lSp.ct.adva] 

12tp.et.iidvil 

»p.et.»dTnl 

»p:ot:lldy^;:::::" 
«{I.ct:jdT^::::;:;: 

T.OO 

3. 33!.  00 
<B!.IMS.1I0 
31.990.00 

8.JS 

2,T«.7S 

s,2ja.w 

2,S7g,(M3.0D 

Leu  DvernDtriM,  dnwbiuikt.  n 


ForeJjpiflflberylicaiuM***,* 

Bnrvsyor  of  •falpplng  f«a*  .- 
Ught^uH 


HMPiUldUM  — 

Sarcbargva 

Llvfd'i  ■nrvttj  fb 


l.«TS,T«8.73 
S.IIT.DI) 


Dntlea  oolleeUd  nndoraotof  the  IcsUUtan.  Wlb  Vic.,  rap.  1 

Leu  oT«r«ntrlM,  dnwbMika,  and  letoiudntlM 

ForelKd  lUhlns  Uonuei,  ondar  ut  M.  TlCn  capi  t 

Harbin  Duwlar  a  dnaa,  nndar  Cona.  StaL  laecond  a«rl<al.  cap.  IK) 

flarTsyoTorahipplng  fsea.  oiidar  Oooa.  SUt.  (HGOdd  aerlMl.oaii.  111... 

U|litdiiM.>uidsrCraa.8lat[MM>ad>arleal,c«p. ) 

L<waldlatillatl<>B,BDdwH!tafIegUlBt(ire.«thTt(t.,cBp.l 

« — i.-ij j—j. —  -"it  (a«cmid  aariaa),  d^  11* 


S413B 

\".'.'.\".'.\'.'.'.\''."'"".  3.ST8.M 

Onnd  total l,eiS,)».U 


Hoaplt^  dwa.  ondsr  Coih.  liUt.  (a* 
BnnluugM, ondtr nth  irio..cap.I. 
Uoyd'a  aorvcy  fta,  oadcr  Coo*.  8tj 


i.GoogIc 


COMMEKCIAL   BEI^TIONS. 
Report  of  Nen/oandtanA  $U<m  staling  fleet,  1897. 


Sallsl  Usreh  ID  tiom- 

ArrlTad. 

»-•'-- 

Ton- 

be"  of 

s* 

V.liie  In 

K«eS 
cucrency. 

Mir.  29 

tS:S 

Apr.  21 

M6 
3SS 

MS 

1 

245 

287 

_12fl 

IW 
288 

Z24 

218 
2M 

1»2 

la'.ssB 

2,100 

l|903 
3.501 
3,328 

'«B 
M4 

ifl;Bn:79 

l!  cos!  83 
3,075.28 
2,  282.  SB 

i;8g«:i« 

2'060!b7 

5oi:»8 

i,5ii:as 

*t^?^ 

M.88 

Great.  Und 

SfSii-:::: 

Terra  Mo™.... 

I««uTd2dS"; 

4.  Ml 

»,» 

182,622.28 

aUwle  two  lrl|w. 
iilnidiceiglit!  Young  bsip>.  f3.25i  oU  liBriw.  |2.25i  liedl&liiinsra,  f2.8$ ;  young 
,  »2.25. 
g  tiBips.  (3.90;  Did  barps,  t2.2S;  liBdlabtaicis.  mM;  young  hoods,  CS.SO^  old 

NemfouKdland  eealfithtry  from  1885  to  189S. 


Momber    Kumbar 


Beturu  nmmber  of  veueli  Jitttd  oi 


Portcl«redft«n. 

"5r 

TODIUIKtL 

Crew. 

Drycod- 

flih(qula. 

Ul.). 

16 

to 

tea 

14 

K 

1 

871 

».»» 

ATnagantohpecTuael,  SVO  qnlntala,  of  112  ponoda  «chi  krangesatch  perm 


NOBTH   AMBKICA:   DOMINION   OP  CANADA. 


385 

4   in    Iks 


BBTKEKD. 

VaUaoalltr. 

UllDg  r««l^ 

3lM1D«1. 

Total. 

NanW.I     Ton. 

Ha<Dl»r. 

ToDit 

Hnmb.^. 

•t«„. 

. 

1 

i.m 

•its 

1 

M2,TK 
1^ 

» 

an 

£:'£ 

352 

ass,  410 
an,  ITS 

1,422 

l.K!> 

aM,Kft 

CLBABKD. 

812 
S 

"'IS 

i.osa 

2U 

JS3.M1 

1,088 

'*^™' 

3 

2,>M 

^•^ 

} 

i.T« 

^£» 

Ml 

TS.M2 
63,801 

2M 

ZS8.I8« 

284,228 

i.m 

1,0«T 

308,  (I2> 

Khick  bounlg  Am  been  paid. 

,am4im 

,™..,.»^ 

WlnrebnUt. 

T»^    rf^X 

lUtttar 

i^iM« 

02 

>8 

MS 

Gaeral  imporlt  info  lk«  eolong  of  Kewfoundlmd  for  ik»fi»e»l  fear  «»di*g  Jun»  30, 1S97. 

.^ 

TJnlM 
SlDgdom. 

DomiDion 
of 

CuiMla. 

United 
SIMM. 

Sf>1i>, 
Fortng.1. 
Italy. 

St. 
Pler«. 

»12,7IT 

1173 

60,  ni 
1,107 

i!,ga) 
)>;s50 

2S..30 
700 
216 

2,TJ7 
7,l»0 

11 

U8 

m 

i:8sa 
oa 

2» 

70.324 

»» 

NS 

is 

t»4 
1,1«S 

8.003 

SI 
1,783 
n.B20 

3,883 

■1 

t,«6 

Bwl«,print«d 

4.144 

Cioogic 
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ArUcleii. 

Kl"gd»»- 

Domloiou 

of 
C>iwd>. 

uuiud 

-fflr 

SSSi'i 

Pierre. 

Bullion 

8,2(0 
'i 

■m 

8,TW 

'•!S 

8,&B5 
700 

,i 

'ffi 

IM 
44 

785 
2.010 

6SJ 
IS.  401 

:i6 

1 

lo.isa 

1.380 

480 

fl80 

•2W 

1,184 

t,sn 

«■« 

B,eu 
iNis 

1,088 
8,249 

i 

''*72 
750 

B2;92S 

£0,180 

24^ 

Id,  016 

as 

1:!S 
S 

T,S30 
233 

24,891 

23 

62 

i.aro 

11,218 

2} 

5,JI0 
13,760 

iloii 

H,«0« 

*;iM 

281 

4.K0 
1,272 

6U 

80 

i,6«a 

M 

2.680 

28 

Sill 

lii 

11.81B 
1,96« 
MM 

am 

1,134 

IS 

^™& 

2.432 

4,506 

3,960 

11.171 

1,411 

!i 

LOM 

S,BB5 

7,»M 

W«,777 

!;|g 

' 

2U 

HbIIi: 

■S 

6.153 

4M04 

62.430 

6.i45 
S,SM 

TO 

MS 

708 

tl 

178 

It,  lot 

FnutunwlDsa 
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MaeU». 

,£X. 

^ 

United 
SUUn. 

lUlj. 

Plefi*. 

ti.oin 

S.C»T 

i| 

l.4g!> 

1M,TW 

e.7M 

671 

ISl 

2,80* 
«,3»7 

'»l 

1M,3M 
1,?™ 

sn 

m 

.i 

Ml 

i.au 

7.302 

..:S 

368 

tm 

•1 

1,»TS 

1,040 
S.1BB 

18 

71 
2.  Ml 

no 

•54,  KJ 

«,«t 

si 

13.  »1 

4.m 

M 
UR 

STB 
128,  H8 

788 

""^^d. 

811 
3.705 

11.  la 

<I.8(H 
1,H0 

l.«V7 
2,417 

is:m 

11280 

1,188 

^"*ss;;,„..». 

1 

33,  M7 

1.I88 

S2S 
04 

'•Ssi' 

'm 

«4 

330 
W 

M 

»6 

^^^z^, 

iS 

8 

B.SM 

14 

m 
«o 

36 

8,171 

8 

8.m 

IS 

38.03 

178 

i.Mo,m 

_!.  593.931 

1,136.008 

87.«ffr 

■ 

Gnnd  total  or  Import!  fur  flaol  jht  cndins  Jmie  30,  ISIM tS,«8,8t 

Gnodlotnlof  ImporU  for  Bool  jMroBdlBf  Jane  80,  1897 6,038,33 


Piom- 

Hoiobetof 
p««b. 

Declsred 

^li 

4,4M 
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General  txporU  of  Ika  oolong  of  Jleufoimdland  for  iktfltoalyear  eniUag  JwteSO,  18S7. 


AMIOlM. 

United 

■».- 

sut«. 

GrMOS. 

Ger- 
many, SC 
Plsrre, 

■",£:- 

TBtxX. 

firltiah 
W«gt  la- 

•■Si,. 

'"•"d.Kl  flH^i 

«1;SI 

•■as 

M,eeo 

ISO 
111,328 
4.300 

■Is 

ll,aB,OM 

4,J» 
340 

„.«j.jj. 

18.000 

4,Bse 

34.  SM 

1,705 
120 

AS 

6. 010 

sso 

5.000 

IS 

80.S16 

MlSISji; 

aso 

so,  310 

;i:| 

ira.og5 

15.000 
«l.05i 

24.110 

0,650 

lo^8e8 

114,735 

e!,MO 

353 

°"'6«i 

45.4TS 

4,207 

WO 

1.854 

1,SI>,273 

TO  110 

SJ3.Bie 

1,428,»01 

83,  m 

i.oftoia 

JDCludsd  In  Kewfoundlud. 


The  banking  basiuess  of  the  colony  U  conducted  by  three  of  the  lead- 
ing Canadian  banks— Bank  of  Monti'eal,  Bank  of  N'ova  Scotia,  and 
Merchants'  Bank  of  Halifax — which  were  established  in  NewfonndlaDd 
shortly  after  the  great  floancial  crash  of  1891,  at  which  time  both  the 
Newfoundland  banks  collapsed. 

The  money  in  circnlatioo  is  principally  of  the  issne  of  the  three  Cana- 
dian banks  represented  here,  except  in  amounts  below  $5,  which  is  ia 
silver;  and,  though  the  Government  also  issues  gold  coin  of  the  one 
denomination  (t2),  very  little  of  it  seems  to  be  iu  active  circulation. 
The  Government  recently  passed  a  measure  imposing  a  fine  of  9400  for 
the  issue  of  any  notes  below  $5  by  any  of  the  banks,  which  shut  out  the 
issue  of  Canadian  legiil  tender  notes  of  %1  and  $2  denominations  and 
compelled  the  circulation  of  the  silver.  Prior  to  that,  the  banks  had 
been  nsing  the  Canadian  legal  tender  qnite  freely,  and  silver  was 
becoming  a  drug  on  the  market. 

It  would  be  hard  to  estimate  accurately  the  amount  of  money  in  cir- 
culation, and  it  varies  greatly;  as,  for  instance,  in  the  spring,  when  the 
men  return  tl^m  the  seal  ftshery  and  are  paid  off,  and  again  in  the  fall, 
when  the  men  come  in  imra  the  cod  fishery,  the  amount  of  money  in 
circulation  is  quite  large;  betweenseasons,  it  becomes  greatly  reduced. 
At  the  time  the  Union  Bank  and  Commercial  Bank  closed  their  doors 
in  1894,  the  Cuiou  Bank  had  about  1700,000  and  the  Commercial  Bank 
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abont  (600,000  of  tlieir  notes  out,  and  if  tbat  can  be  takeo  as  a  basia, 
I  vould  estimate  the  average  amoout  of  ootes  in  circalatioD  at  about 
•  1,300,000. 

The  rates  of  exchange  are  one-foorth  of  1  per  cent  premiam  on  drafts 
on  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  one-fonrth  of  1  per  cent  discount 
on  cliecks  on  points  in  the  same  coantries.  English  exchange  rates  are 
goTerned  by  the  New  York  rates,  the  banks  here  receiving  cable  advice 
from  New  York  of  every  change. 

The  discount  on  United  States  bank  notes  is  one-balf  of  1  per  cent 
and  on  United  Estates  silver  4  per  cent.  American  gold  passes  current 
on  its  face,  and  British  gold  at  t4.86§  to  tbe  £1. 

There  is  considerable  American  and  English  gold  in  circnlation,  bnt 
it  is  growing  less  all  the  time,  as  the  people  are  rapidly  gaining  confi- 
dence in  the  bank  notes,  and,  as  they  are  niucb  more  convenient,  the 
demand  for  payments  iu  gold  is  diminishing. 

PBIOES,  WAOEB,  ETO. 

There  is  no  marked  change  in  the  price  of  commodities  in  this  cou- 
Bular  district.  The  cost  of  living  is  about  40  per  cent  more  than  in  the 
United  States  or  Canada.  This  comes  from  the  high  duty  imposed  on 
everything  imported  into  the  colony,  the  tariff  being  designed  for  reve- 
nue purposes  only,  not  for  protection.  All  expenses  for  making  and 
rei)airiDg  roads,  streets,  bridges,  breakwaters,  public  wharves,  etc.,  are 
defrayed  out  of  the  general  revenue.  The  provision  lor  the  poor,  for 
education,  for  the  maintenance  of  a  police  force,  and  for  the  whole  civil 
service,  is  also  chargeable  to  the  general  revenue.  The  Crown  lands 
and  the  jwstal  service  are  tbe  only  other  sources  of  revenue,  besides 
the  customs  duties. 

Wages  rule  as  follows;  For  laborers,  SO  cents  to  $1  per  day,  accord- 
ing to  the  work  performed;  for  female  servants,  from  $1.60  to  $3  per 
month,  besides  niaintenance  and  lodging.  There  are  no  male  servants. 
Factory  operatives,  from  26  cents  to  tl.50  per  day.  Clerks  in  stores, 
males,  from  $300  to  $600  per  year;  females,  from  $tjO  to  $300.  Dress- 
makers, from  $50  to  $400.  Millrners,  from  $200  to  $400.  Bookkeepers, 
from  $400  up  to  $2,000  per  annum,  according  to  the  extent  and  impor- 
tance of  the  business  placed  under  their  charge.  Railway  employees 
as  follows:  Surveying  engineers,  $76  per  month;  office  clerks,  from  $25 
to  $75  per  monUi;  laborers,  $1  per  day;  firemen,  $1.21);  brakemen, 
$1.20;  engineers,  $2;  machinists,  $1.60  to  $2.  All  lalrarera,  etc.,  have 
to  work  ten  hours  per  day.  Police  and  firemen  receive,  if  single,  $23.25 
to  $25.42;  married,  $28.65  per  month;  captains  and  sergeanta,  $35. 

TARIFF. 

The  customs  tariff  for  1898  averages  about  5  per  cent  more  than  the 
tariff  of  1897.  A  sworn  statement  on  all  import  entries  is  now  required, 
and  the  production  of  an  invoice  on  all  export  entries.  United  States 
traders  resident  in  the  colony  are  on  equal  footing  in  trade  with  colo- 
nists, as  to  taxes.  A  small  fee  is  exacted  by  the  municipality  of  St. 
Johns  as  a  license  to  trade  iu  the  city.  No  taxes  are  required  to  trade 
in  the  outposts  of  Newfoundland. 
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HABBOR  DUES. 

With  the  exception  of  ships  of  war,  coasters,  and  Newfoundland 
fishing  vessels,  all  vesaels  entering  the  port  of  St.  Johns  pay  harbor 
dnes  at  the  following  rates: 

VDBBels  under  60  toDB Freo. 

60  torn  and  unt  mora  than  100  toDB 92.00 

100  tons  and  not  mora  than  200  toDS S.80 

300  tons  and  not  mors  than  300  touB 4.00 

300  tons  and  not  more  thau  400  tons Q.OO 

Orer  400  tons 6.00 

These  are  payable  once  every  half  year,  between  the  Ist  of  Jan- 
nary  and  the  30th  of  June,  and  between  the  1st  of  July  and  Slst  of 
December. 

There  is  do  improvement  in  harbor  facilities.  The  Newfoundland 
Railway  proposes  making  a  deep-water  termirms  at  the  western  end  of 
the  harbor. 

There  has  been  no  extension  of  the  telegraph  or  cable  service,  except- 
ing the  telegraph  line  erected  along  the  Newfoundland  Bailws^. 

OOMMUWIOATIOM. 

The  transportation  facilities  in  Newfoundland  are: 
Internal. — By  railroad  to  the  northern  and  eastern  coasts  to  Exploits, 
Brook,  and  Hsjls  Bay;  thence  tbrongh  the  interior  of  the  coantry  to 
Bay  of  Islands,  Qeorges  Bay,  and  finally  to  terminus  of  line  on  the 
west  coast  (in  the  Golf  of  St.  Lawrence)  to  Fort  an  Basque,  connecting 
with  steamship  Sruee  for  North  Sydney,  Cape  Breton  (7  hours  sea 
voyage).  At  North  Sydney,  connecuon  is  made  with  the  Intercolonial 
Bwlway  to  St.  Johns,  New  Branswick;  Oanadian  Pacific  Bailroad  to 
Yanceboro,  Me.;  Maine  Central  Bailioad  to  Bangor,  Portland,  and 
Boston.  Tlie  time  from  St.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  to  Boston  is  72 
hours;  trains  connect  with  steamer  at  Port  au  Basque  for  St.  Johns 
three  times  each  week,  and  run  daily  between  SL  Johns  and  Placentta 

g6  miles)  in  Placentia  Bay,  connecting  at  Whitboorne  for  Harbor 
race. 

Ooa«tieiae. — By  steamer  to  eastern  and  northern  coasts;  also  by 
steamer  from  St.  Johns  soatbern  and  western  coasts  and  0-ulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  to  Bouse  Bay,  both  steamers  returning  to  St.  Johns  semi- 
monthly in  summer.  They  do  not  ply  after  the  Christmas  season,  on 
aoconnt  of  the  heavy  ice  on  the  coast.  A  steamer  runs  between  Sii. 
Johns  and  Battle  Harbor,  Labrador,  stopping  at  all  principal  places 
and  posts  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  and  Moravian  mission  stations 
on  the  Labrador  coast,  making  7  roand  trips  each  season,  nsnally  com- 
mencing about  Angust  1  and  ending  about  October  20.  There  is  no 
means  of  oommunication  with  Labrador  after  steamer  stops  mnning, 
exciting  by  mail,  which  is  carried  across  the  country  from  Qnebec, 
'  Canada,  three  times  each  winter,  in  sleds  drawn  by  dogs. 

Ocean  (foreign). — To  the  United  States^  there  are  two  lines  of  steamers: 
Bed  Cross  Line  from  New  York  via  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  semimonthly 
in  summer  and  once  a  month  in  winter  to  St.  Johns,  Newfoundland. 
By  the  Allan  Line  from  Philadelphia  to  Glasgow  via  St.  Johns,  also 
stopping  on  the  return  trip.  The  service  is  semimonthly.  The  time 
occupied  in  thevoyage  between  St.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  and  the  United 
States  is  aboat  five  to  five  and  one-half  days.  Bobell  and  Black 
Diamond  Lines  of  steamers  rnn  semimonthly  between  Montreal  and  St. 
Johns  during  the  season.    Navigation  is  open  firom  about  the  Ist  of  May 
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to  the  1st  of  November.  The  Fameas  Line  mns  from  Halifax  to  Liver- 
pool, calliDg  at  St  Johns  each  way  semimoDthly. 

IlTew  wagOQ  roates  opened  in  1898  are :  Boad  connecting  Port  an  Far 
with  railway  at  the  moath  of  river  St  George;  distance,  12  mites. 
There  is  a  r(»d  in  course  of  construction  from  the  l>ottom  of  White  Bay, 
dne  soath,  to  connect  with  the  railway;  distance,  35  miles. 

Freight  rates  via  railway  are  governed  by  rates  adopted  by  the 
Canadian  Freight  Association.  By  steamers  between  St.  Jobna  and 
Philadelphia,  they  average  $6  per  tou;  between  St.  Johns  and  New 
York,  f  5  per  ton ;  betweenSt.  Johns  and  Montreal,  $4  per  too;  between 
St.  Johns  and  Liverpool,  t3.80  per  ton. 

SATES  OP  POaTAOE. 

Letters  within  the  colony,  from  one  place  to  another,  3  cents  per 
ounce.  City  or  drop  letters  for  delivery  by  city  carriers,  1  cent  per 
onnce;  Dominion  of  Canada,  3  cents  per  ounce;  Great  Britain,  United 
States,  St.  Pierre,  and  all  places  in  the  Postal  Union,  5  cents  per  half 
ounce.  Letters  containing  gold  or  silver  money,  jewels,  or  precious 
articles,  or  any  articles  liable  to  customs  duties,  whether  registered  or 
not,  can  he  forwarded  by  post  to  any  country  outside  of  Newfoundland. 
Unpaid  and  iusufflciently  paid  letters  are  charged  on  delivery  doable 
the  amount  of  postage  remaining  unpaid.  Letters  redirected  to  places 
in  Newfoundland,  Great  Britain,  Canada,  and  the  United  States,  with- 
out being  taken  out  of  the  ^st-office,  are  not  liable  to  any  additional 
postage.  Newspapers  within  the  colony  are  free;  to  Great  Britain, 
Canada,  and  the  United  States,  1  cent  per  2  onnces;  postal  cards  for 
NewfouDdland,  1  cent;  Great  Britain,  Canada,  the  United  States,  and 
all  places  in  the  Postal  Union,  2  cents  each.  Parcel  post,  Unit«d 
Kingdom  and  the  United  States,  12  centa  per  pound;  maximum  weight, 
11  ponnds;  Canada,  16  cents  per  pound,  not  to  exceed  7  pounds. 


Water  rates  (town),  6  per  cent  on  appraised  rental;  vacant  lands,  6 
per  cent  on  appraised  rental;  sewage  rates,  oue-&fth  of  the  above  per- 
centage. An  annual  tax  of  1  cent  per  gross  tou  is  charged  for  every 
steamship  or  steamboat  or  steam  tug  entering  the  port  of  St.  Johns,  to 
be  paid  by  the  master  or  owner  once  a'  year.  Water  rates  (shipping), 
fi  cents  per  tou,  not  to  exceed  120.  payable  once  a  year,  on  all  vessels 
entering  the  port  of  St,  Johns.  Cfoal  duty,  30  cents  per  ton,  collected 
on  all  coal  imported  at  the  port  of  St.  Johns.  A  duty  of  21  cents  per 
ton  is  collected  from  every  merchant  ship  or  vessel,  according  to  its 
registered  tonnage,  which  may  enter  any  port  or  place  within  the  col- 
ony, except  in  the  case  of  coasting,  sealing,  or  flshtng  vessels  registered 
iu  the  colony.    The  duty  is  levied  once  a  year. 

MEWPOtmDIiAMTi  LIGHT  DUES. 

Payable  once  in  each  year  at  the  custom-houses,  by  foreign  ships  and 
by  foretgn-going  ships  registered  in  the  colony.  The  rate  is  24  («Qts 
per  ton.  Vessels  under  40  tons,  registered  in  the  colony,  $3.46  each. 
Fishing  vessels  and  vessels  plying  coastwise,  registered  in  the  colony, 
13  cents  per  ton ;  no  vessel  to  pay  over  tI15.  Since  the  Istof  July, 
1886,  the  collection  of  light  dues  on  account  of  Cape  liace  has  been 
abolished  by  Imperial  Order  in  Council. 
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BA.TBS  OF  PILOTAGE. 


For  vesBels  in  and  out  of  St.  Johns,  under  SO  tons,  $5.35;  from  80  to 
100  tons,  $6.70;  iVoiu  100  to  120  tons,  S7.35;  fi-oDi  120  t«  100  tons,  $8; 
{torn  160  to  200  tons,  $8.70;  from  200  to  240  tons,  $9.35;  from  240  to 
280ton8,$10;  from280 toSOO tons, $10.70;  from 300 to 350 tons, $13.35; 
from  350  to  400  tons,  $16;  from  400  to  fiOO  tons, $18.70;  from  500  to  600 
tons,  $21.35;  ^om 600 to 700 tons, $24;  from 700 to 860 tons,  $26.70;  over 
tbat  size,  for  every  additional  100  tons,  $1.35;  on  sailing  veBselB,  not 
to  exceed  $32,  Bteameis  pa;  pilotage  on  their  net  tonnage,  as  in  ttie 
case  of  sailing  vessels.  Strainers  employed  in  the  fisheries  of  the  colony 
are  exempt,  except  when  on  foreign  joyages.  Ooast  steamers  are  also 
exempt.  Subsidized  mail  steamers,  in  connection  with  the  colony,  pay 
at  the  rate  of  8  cents  for  each  horsepower.  No  steamer  shall  pay  more 
than  $40  at  one  time. 

All  coast  vessels  which  take  pilots  pay  one  half  of  the  above  rates 
of  pilotage,  in  proportion  to  their  tonnage.  The  above  scale  is  payable 
ou  the  registered  tonnage  of  all  snch  vessels,  before  going  oat  of  the 
harbor. 

Her  M^esty's  vessels  under  sixth  rate,  pay  $14;  under  fourth  rate, 
$26;  under  first,  second,  and  third  rate,  $34. 

TOWAGE  BATES,  ST.  JOHHS. 

Td  nod  out  of  harbor,  from  1  mile  outside  the  heads  to  consignee's 
wharf,  or  from  consiguee'a  wharf  to  a  mite  outside  the  beads,  the  ratos 
are  as  follows: 


ludereotuns M 


101tol25tOD8.. 

126  to  150(008.. 
161  to  175  tons.. 
176  to  200  tons.. 
201  to  326  tons.. 
226to250toD8.. 
251  toSOOtoua.. 
301  to360tonH.. 


451  to  500  tons.. 
501  to  550  tons.. 


601  to  700  tone 38 

701  to  800  tons 42 

801  to  900  tons 46 

900  to  1,000  tons 60 


Vessels  requiring  the  steamer  to  go  beyond  the  above  limits  aa  far  aa 
Cape  Spear,  pay  one-third  additional,  and  any  vessel  requiring  towage 
beyond  the  cape  to  the  south,  or  an  equal  distance  to  the  north,  will 
be  charged  by  special  agreement.  The  above  rates  apply  only  in  ordi- 
nary circnmstances.  Vessels  in  distress  or  otherwise  disabled  will  have 
to  make  sjiecial  contract  for  assistance.  V  easels  employing  the  steamer 
inward  will  be  taken  outward  on  their  next  voyage,  at  two-thirds  of 
the  above  rates.  Vessels  using  the  steamer's  hawser  pay  10  i>er  cent 
on  towage  rates  for  same. 

Oue-third  in  addition  to  the  above  rates  will  be  charged  during  the 
winter  season,  from  December  10  to  April  10  each  year. 

QUARANTINE. 

Whenever  a  board  of  health  or  pabtic  health  officer  acting  as  such 
may  deem  it  necessary  to  establish  qnarantine  for  the  ))arpose  of  check- 
ing or  preventing  contagious  diseases,  he  may  use  all  necessary  force 
to  prevent  anyone  entering  or  leaving  any  dwelling  house,  building, 
place,  boat,  or  vessel  where  quarantine  has  been  established,  except 
members  of  the  medical  or  clerical  iirofessiou,  oi-  under  the  direction  of 
the  board  of  health  or  public  health  officer. 
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HBBCHANT  SHIPPING  8BBVICB. 

Seagoing  ships  registered  in  this  colony,  their  ovnerB,  masters,  and 
crews,  are  sahject  in  respect  of  shiiiping  and  discharge,  agreements, 
wages  and  effects,  rights,  remedies,  and  penalties,  to  the  law  for  the 
time  being  of  Great  Britain  concerning  colouial  British  registered 
shfps  when  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  their 
respective  governments,  as  the  case  may  be.  The  master  or  owner  of 
every  vessel  registered  iu  this  colony  and  sailing  ou  foreign  voyages 
sbalJ,  before  the  entry  of  such  vessel  at  the  customs  at  the  port  of  St. 
Johns,  pay  to  the  receiver- general  the  sum  of  12  cents  per  month  for 
every  seaman  on  board  such  vessel,  to  be  applied  toward  the  support 
of  the  8t.  Johns  Hospital,  and  the  master  or  owner  paying  each  amount 
may  retain  the  same  from  the  wages  due  to  such  seaman. 

OBNBBAL  BBHABKS. 

There  is  no  law  in  Newfoundland  requiring  goods  to  be  marhed  so  as 
to  show  the  country  of  origin  or  manufacture. 

Passports  are  not  required  in  this  colony.  Commercial  travelers  are 
not  required  to  pay  license. 

"While  the  imports  from  the  United  States  into  the  colony  of  New- 
fonndland  show  an  increase  in  1897  of  $561,287  over  1896, 1  am  satis- 
fied, if  American  merchants  and  manufacturers  made  the  same  eftbrt  to 
secure  this  trade  as  do  those  of  Canada  and  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
imports  trom  the  United  States  would  be  largely  increased.  The  total 
import  in  1897  from  the  United  States  was  «2,135,008.  Of  this,  flour, 
IK>rk,  bacon,  salted  beef,  kerosene  and  olive  oil,  cordage,  leather,  and 
leather  goods  amounted  to  $1,618,614,  leaving  bnt  $316,399  for  other 
imports  from  the  United  States. 

There  are  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  extension  of  American 
goods  iu  this  market  with  the  opportunities  offered,  there  being  no 
preferential  duty  for  any  country,  and  shipments  from  Sew  York  and 
Philadelphia  being  regular  and  direct.  There  are  many  liu«s  of  oar 
goods  which  would  have  a  larger  sale  if  the  trade  were  properly  looked 
after.  The  imports  of  structural  iron,  railway  materials,  machinery, 
hardware,  manufactured  cottons,  rubber  clothing,  rubber  footwear, 
l>oots  and  shoes,  men's  furnishing  goods,  and  many  lines  of  groceries 
sliould  be  larger. 

I  am  told  that  the  traue  in  the  maritime  provinces  is  tboroaghly  can- 
vassed by  our  commercial  travelers ;  but  very  few  of  them  make  regular 
trips  to  KewfoQodland,  while  representatives  of  British  and  Canadian 
houses  make  regular  trips,  and  have  established  trade.  When  United 
States  firms  emalate  the  example  of  the  English  and  Canadian  houses 
and  send  competent  agents,  our  goods  will  find  a  stronger  foothold  iu 
Newfoundland;  but  not  until  then. 

Mabtin  J.  Cabtke,  Contul. 

St.  Johns,  November  5, 1898. 
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NOTA  SCOTIA. 


HALIFAX. 


In  compliance  vith  Department  of  State  circular  of  Augaat  6, 1898, 
I  submit  the  following  report  on  the  commerce  and  indnstries  of  the 
coDBular  district  of  Halifax  and  the  trade  of  tbis  port  with  the  United 


nCPOBTS  AKD  BXPOKTS. 

The  total  imports  of  Hali&x  port  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 
1898,  amounted  to  t4,807,737,  of  which  $2,914,067  were  dutiable  goods 
and  $1,863,670  f^e  goods.  Compared  with  the  imports  of  1897,  there 
was  a  decrease  of  over  27  per  cent  in  dutiable  goods  and  a  gain  of  over 
10  per  cent  in  free  goods,  a  decrease  in  total  imports  of  $954,088,  or 
over  16  per  cent. 

The  imports  trom  Great  Britain  for  the  two  years  mentioned  were — 

1897— Dntiable  goods m9,919 

Freegooda 707,998 

Total 1,6»7,917 

18S8— DntiftblBgoodB 986,148 

FroegoodH 131,683 

Totol 1,716,831 

showing  an  increase  in  imports  from  Great  Britain  of  $28,914,  or  a 
little  over  1.7  per  cent. 
The  imports  from  tbe  United  States  for  same  two  years  were — 

1897— Dutiablegood* $817,386 

Free  goods 433,070 

Total 1,250,466 

1898— Dutiable  goods 686,432 

Free  goods , 613,661 

Total : 1,298,993 

sbowing  increased  imports  from  the  United  States  of  $48,537,  or  a  gain 
of  3.8  per  cent.  It  is  to  be  noted  iu  this  conuection,  however,  that  in 
dutiable  goods,  there  was  a  decreased  importation  of  $130,954,  or  some 
16  per  cent,  wliich  was  overcome  only  b;  a  very  large  iucrease  in  the 
importation  of  free  goods. 


NORTH  AHBBICi.:   DOUIHlOIf  OF  CANADA.  395 

The  Jmporta  fttnn  ei\  other  coantries  vere — 

1897— DntUWe  good* »2,279,341 

FroegoodB 6*4,111 

Total 2,823,462 

189S— Dutiable  goods 1,272,487 

Freegoocb 619,426 

Total 1,791,913 

showing  decreased  imports  from  all  other  conntries  of  $1,031,539,  or 
over  36  per  cent,  nearly  all  of  which  was  in  dutiable  goods. 

Tlie  total  exports  fttim  the  port  of  Halifox  for  the  fiscal  year  of  1897 
amoouted  to  {6,435,726;  for  the  fiscal  year  of  1898,  to  $6,219,513,  a 
decrease  ot  over  3  per  cent 

The  exports  front  the  port  of  Halfax  to  the  0nited  States,  as  indi- 
cated by  the  invoices  certified  at  this  consulate  for  the  fiscal  year  1897, 
were  $693,327.17;  1^  $603,381.47,  a  decrease  of  $89,915.70,  or  15  per 
cent. 

I  give  below  a  partial  itemization  of  the  imports  at  this  port  from 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  for  the  fiscal  years  ended  Jnne  30, 
1807,  and  Jnne  30, 1898: 


ArUob-. 

T-,. 

Onat 

DbIM 

PirruBut  aooM. 

iiS 

ffi 

urn, 
lesT 

1«M 

I«M 
IWI 

IWT 
IBM 

im 
law 

ISM 
I8S7 
ISW 
1t«7 

IXK 
ISBT 

iwa 

1«M 

i«aT 

18B7 

1808 
IWT 
18W 
18BT 
■  §88 

ISOT 
ISSS 

'S 
J 

U,M3 

2^484 
1B,7U 

'B 

'■IS 

^8U 

t«:mi 

a;  773 

'■]s 

w 

ftiS 

Tbh,  all  kinds _ 

^i 

'flS 

,!■!!! 

1,178 
E13 

88,  SU 

1,IW9 

81.888 

Sim 

8,188 

:s 

883,  BM 

87,830 

is 

'iT, 

^■^, 

370,179 

D7B,  819 
8BS,1W 

888,433 

idbyGoOgIc 


COHHERCli.L   RELATIONS. 


Articlw. 

Y..r 

BriulD. 

rotted 

SUtw. 

™.  ««,.«. 

IBM 
B97 

m 

i 

m 

1M7 

i.ora 

1,0» 

1,038 

ndboad 

£80 

ISS 

iMfLnhuw. 

ft,  136 

4;^ 

10>.M2 

^■s? 

ftjyi 

l!l!'^ 

3.  US 
2tS.3M 

msOT 

MB,  278 

8M 

nm 

70,85! 

73l!«l 

ei£,Mi 

aDntubli  prior  to  April,  I8ST. 

The  cbaDgea  ia  exports  to  tlie  Uuited  btates  froDi  this  port,  as  iacli- 
cated  by  the  iavoices  (MjrtiHed  at  this  coiisuliir  offiee,  for  the  liscal  year 
eudedJaue  30,  1898,  as  compared  with  the  year  precediiig,  are  as 
follows : 


UeoroMS. 

IncruM. 

Appl«   

•til.  CO 

12.0lt.»0 
838.7(1 
l.l8t.M 

2,788:78 

62,318. 23 

11,380.08 

iM.38 

>,331.18 

"11 

ii 

181.00 

f,^ 

w... 

SiffiS  :::::::.:.::..::::::.::::::.:. 

i,s<a.M 

131,]M.3t 

' 
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The  exports  from  the  rest  of  this  consular  district,  not  lucladiDg  this 
port,  show: 


"•- 

r« 

11,  MS.  12 
W9.00 

1,  IVl.  77 
IH.IS 

M,  171 30 

ai.*is.« 

Vatat  of  a^pwlf  earUJied  at  Bridgtwattr  eoimilar  agenof. 


Fofao  of  txporlt  cerUJltd  at  Urtrpool  eottndar  agmcg. 


FoIm  ofexportt  emrtified  at  Lumathurg  eontitlar  agmtg. 


43,238.48 

7,268.47 
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The  imports  at  port  of  Halifax  for  th«  quarter  ending  September  30, 
1898,  were: 


QnatBrlt- 

s 

(hfaerwoB 

trtM. 

ToU. 

"as 

*iia,Mc 

11B,TO2 

m,m 

2J«,0TO 

313,778 

' 

The  total  exports  from  the  port  of  Ilalifax  for  the  same  quarter  were: 


'Hi' 

Not  the 

ToUl, 

wiB« 

■■SS 

aa.wi 

lM.23i 
lis.  368 

*S.7M 
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1.2M 
15.83! 
12.  *W 
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i4,2XI 

45,7(3 

i,»n,Tse 

iiw 

4100 

i.m.tM 
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The  exports  from  this  port  to  the  [Jnited  States,  as  indicated  by 
invoices  certified  at  this  office,  for  the  three  months  ending  Septemb^ 
30, 1898,  amonnted  to  4130,G9U.94,  or  $4,276  more  than  for  the  corre- 
sponding three  months  one  year  ago.  The  invoices  certified  at  the 
three  consular  agencies  of  this  district  daring  the  same  i>eriod  amonnted 
to  $73,338.06,  or  (66,614.13  more  than  for  the  corresponding  three  months 
of  last  year. 

The  following  table,  showing  imports  at  this  port  from  the  West 
Indies  for  the  fiscal  year  1898,  other  than  British  West  Indies,  may  be  of 
interest: 


Article.. 

5W 

ArtfclM. 

VrfnB. 

*s 

I  am  not  at  this  time  able  to  obtain  any  corresponding  table  of  exports 
to  these  islands  from  this  port.'  Very  nearly  all  the  ImjiortB  mentioned 
above  were  from  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico. 
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Below  are  ^ven  the  prices  of  certain  staple  commodities  at  Halifax 
ou  Septonber  15, 1898,  as  compared  with  piicea  of  same  oommoditieB  on 
September  16, 1897 : 


Floor.  HiunTtu.Uultolitti pCTburel. 

Com  iiMol.Bilifia, inMuid do... 

Mewpmli do... 

L«rd,  pkila,  pni« par  poniiil. 

MoUMok  Porto  Kico' V.V. '.'.'.'.'.'. '.'.'.'.'.'. '"'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. per  k'hUob' 

TaudbMM MrpoDDd. 

ImU«,Md.S do... 

Tobaooo.  io  bond da... 

Porto  Bloa,nv do... 

OnBDlatod do... 

Colfee.  Porto  Blea do... 

Dry  flod.  Large  Banks ._... poTqnintal. 

Haddock,  Cape  Braltm do... 

Benriiit,>bDn,No.1,  fall  spin ptrbaml. 

8aliuDn,>Io.l do... 

Bqttor parpoand. 

Fotoloe* porboihcl. 

Hide*,  green perponnd. 

Tallov.  lODgli do... 


:Si 


!Niiie  of  theae  oommoditiea  show  advances,  six  are  quoted  the  same, 
and  seven  have  declined  in  price. 

IMPBOTBMEMTH. 

A  wheat  elevator,  of  the  capacity  of  500,000  bnshels,  ia  now  in  process 
of  constmction  at  Halifax,  to  replace  one  barued  some  yeara  ago,  and 
to  give  betler  faciUties  for  the  shipment  of  grain  from  this  port.  A 
floating  elevator  will  also  be  placed  in  the  harbor  within  a  few  weeks. 

Last  Pebrnary,  the  Intercolonial  Railway  obtained  control  of  the 
I>rnmmond  Oonnty  Railway,  and  has  therefore  a  continaoos  line  to 
Montreal,  which  is  reached  by  a  mn  of  837  miles  in  twenty-seven  honrs. 
The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  has  rnnning  privilege  over  the  Inter- 
colonial to  St  John,  and  makes  the  mn  from  this  city  to  Montreal 
without  change  of  cars  in  twenty-six  hoars. 

SHIPPING. 

Dnring  the  calendar  year  1897,  the  arrivals  of  vessels  at  this  i>ort 
were: 


Knmbu. 

Ton«.g«. 

Honboror 

M« 

«1.7H 
t8.0«t 
10>,IH7 

M.M1 
1.7T8 

«w 

W7,7es 

' 

United  State*  rowel*  o(  aU  kind*  nubered  II 
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The  number  of  steamers  and  vessels  on  tbe  register  at  this  port  on 
December  31, 1897,  was  474,  with  net  tonnage  of  27,745.  Those  struck 
off  from  the  register  daring  the  calendar  year  1897  numbered  340,  with 
tonnage  of  16,797.  Those  added  to  register  numbered  11,  with  tonnage 
of  369. 

FISHEBIES. 

The  last  report  of  the  department  of  marine  and  flsheries  for  the 
Dominion  of  Caniida,  covering  the  fiscal  year  1897,  places  the  entire 
value  of  the  production  of  Canadian  fisheries  for  the  calendar  year 
1896  at  $20,407,424.  Of  this  total.  Nova  Scotia  is  credited  with 
*6,070,895;  New  Brunswick,  with  $4,799,433;  Prince  Edward  Island, 
with  $976,126;  British  Columbia,  with  $4,183,999;  Quebec,  with 
$2,025,754;  Ontario,  with  $1,605,674,  and  Manitoba  and  Northwest 
Territories,  with  $745,543. 

By  figures  just  obtained  from  the  same  department,  1  learn  that  dur- 
ing the  calendar  year  1897  the  production  of  Nova  Scotia  was  increased 
to  $8,090,346. 

The  details  of  the  total  provincial  production  were  as  follows: 

Cod,  all  kinds *2,81 

Haddock,  all  kinds 

HBkB,allkind« 

Pollock,  all  kinds 

Tomood 

Halibnt 

Floanders 

Salmon,  all  kinds 

Troat 

Smelta 

Herring 


818.162 

AlewiTM 

..        »56,860 

769,158 

E6l« 

250.521 

Bass 

1,365 

352.134 

Mackerel 

—        463,373 

6,067 

Lobsters 

..     2,191,363 

98,618 

Oyaters 

9,488 

Sqnld 

32,668 

76,184 

87,561 

15,071 

Fislioil 

76,853 

640,276 

Fish  nwd  as  bait 

131,936 

38,100 

Fish  used  as  manure 

11,755 

The  same  authority  places  the  total  capital  intereste<l  in  Canadian 
fisheries  in  1890  at  $0,826,251,  and  estimates  the  total  noinber  of  flsh- 
ermen  employed  at  75,237.  Kova  Scotia  ia  credited  with  $3,069,753  of 
the  above  capital,  and  the  number  of  fishermen  employed  for  tbe  prov- 
ince is  placed  at  24,975. 

The  total  value  of  the  lobster  catch  in  1896  was  $2,205,762,  of  which 
$1,322,905  was  credited  to  Nova  9cotin. 

A  comparison  of  the  catch  of  the  year  1896  with  that  of  1897  indi- 
cates a  very  large  increase  in  production,  presumably  due  to  the  large 
increase  in  number  of  men  and  amount  of  gear  employed,  and  to  the 
advance  in  price.  Canned  lobsters  for  export  sold  at  this  port  in  1888 
at$6  per  case;  in  1889,  at  $6.50;  in  1891,  at  $7.75;  in  189C,  at$8.50;  in 
1897,  at$*);  in  1898,  at  $  10. 

The  Halifax  Herald  of  October  13,  189S,  states  that  the  exports  of 
canned  lobsters  from  this  port  reached  a  total  value  in  1896  of  $1,407,- 
105;  in  1897,  of  $1,350,000,  and  {up  to  date  of  new8pai>er)  in  1898, 
$1,272,770;  over  70  per  cent  of  this  export  going  to  Great  Britain 
and  less  than  10  per  cent  to  the  United  States.  The  writer  of  the  news- 
paper article  above  referred  to  expresses  the  belief  that  the  maximnm 
lobster  catcli  was  reached  in  1897,  and  that  the  catch  of  1898  will  be 
some  10,000  cases  less  than  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  Dominion  government  has  recently  appointed  a  commission  to 
investigate  the  subject  of  the  lobster  fishery,  and  suggest  measures  for 
its  better  protection. 

The  manager  of  the  cotton  mills  in  this  city  refuses  to  answer  any  of 
the  questions  submitted  by  the  Department  relative  to  the  coarser 
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classes  of  cotton  textiles  maunfactured  or  coosuued  in  this  district, 
and  I  know  no  other  source  here  from  wbieh  the  information  could  be 
be  obtained. 

John  G.  Fosteb, 

ConHU  I-  0  enerja, 
Halifax,  October  31, 1898. 


In  compliance  with  circular  of  August  5, 1898, 1  have  ta  state  that  the 
baeiness  carried  on  in  this  district  is  largely  composed  of  themiDingof 
bituminoQs  coal  for  Canadian  conBumption  and  export  to  the  Eastern 
ports  of  the  United  States,  and  the  export  of  fresh  and  salt  fish,  canned 
lobsters,  small  qnantities  of  hard-wood  lumber,  spruce  piling,  ships' 
knees,  lambs,  green  hides,  grindstones,  and  building  stone. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  are  small  in  qnantit}*.  But  few 
representatives  of  United  States  business  firms  visit  this  portion  of 
Canada,  while  Canadian  firms  in  all  classes  of  manufactures  have  agents 
who  visit  the  merchants  here  frequently,  and  consequently,  it  is  anexcep- 
tion  when  goods  manufacture!'  in  the  United  States  are  seen  in  the 
stores  for  sale.  The  preferential  tariff  in  favor  of  Great  Britain  also 
affects  the  handling  of  goods  from  the  United  States  in  this  market. 
The  total  imports  from  the  United  States  into  this  consular  district,  dur- 
ing the  last  fiscal  year,  will  approximate  9200,000,  and  were  composed 
largely  of  machinery  for  mining  purposes  and  oil  wells,  mechanics'  tools, 
hard-pine  lumber,  jewelry,  corn  in  bulk,  com  meal,  bicycles,  kerosene 
oil,  cotton  goods,  hides,  and  a  few  other  articles  in  small  qnantities. 

Boots,  shoes,  textile  fabrics,  and  furniture  of  United  States  maun- 
facture  are  hardly  known  here,  goods  of  that  character  being  almost 
entirely  of  Canadian  manufacture. 

There  are  no  restrictions  in  regard  to  commercial  representatives, 
and  the  banking  facilities  are  good,  with  rates  of  excliange  fair.  Cana- 
dian firms  give  long  credits,  which  materially  help  them  to  control  and 
bold  the  trade.  Transportation  facilities  for  merchandise  between  the 
United  States  and  this  district  are  excellent,  both  by  rail  and  water, 
there  being  several  lines  of  steamers  sailing  from  the  United  States  to 
various  ports  at  regular  intervals,  while  large  numbers  of  sailing  ves- 
sels are  constantly  plying  between  the  two  countries,  redacing  flight 
charges  to  a  minimum. 

From  replies  received  from  the  agents  connected  with  this  consulate, 
and  ^m  my  personal  observation,  I  am  fiilly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
high  duty  imposed  by  the  Canadian  tariff  on  imports  into  tbia  country 
from  the  United  States  is  the  reason  for  the  small  amount  of  business 
transacted;  but  I  think  if  representatrves  of  reliable  firms  for  boots 
and  shoes  and  textile  goods,  such  as  calicoes,  ginghams,  woolen  dress 
goods  of  medium  weight  and  cost,  should  visit  and  solicit  trade,  a  good 
business  conid  be  built  up  in  a  short  time. 

There  are  comparatively  no  manufacturinff  industries  in  this  district. 
Ah  I  said  before,  the  principal  occupation  and  business  of  the  entire  dis- 
trict consist  of  mining,  fishing,  and  agriculture,  and  gootla  intended 
for  sale  in  this  country  should  be  of  a  strong,  durable  nature,  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  work. 

The  merchants  and  business  men  of  this  section,  withont  exception, 

express  themselves  as  desiring  closer  trade  relations.    Especially  is 

this  true  in  regard  to  fishermen.    Large  numbers  visit  ports  in  this 

c  »— VOL  1 26  ,  . 
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■Bland  for  shelter  and  repair,  aud  tbis  section  of  the  country  feels  keenly 
the  loss  of  trade  which  they  formerly  had  with  theiu. 

There  are  several  companies  now  formed  to  develop  new  bituminous 
coal  areas.  The  ports  of  shipment  on  this  island  are  New  Campbell- 
town,  Broad  Cove,  and  Port  Morien. 

The  Inclosed  statement  contains  a  list  of  goods  imported  &om  the 
United  States,  so  fai'  as  I  have  been  able  to  procure  it  from  the  coa- 
sulac  agents  and  collectors  of  customs  here. 

Geobge  N,  West,  Con«ul. 


AlUcl«. 

ValiH. 

Article*. 
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WINDSOR. 

In  obedience  to  instructious  ft-om  the  Department  of  State,  in  the 
circular  of  August  o,  18!)$,  1  submit  the  following  report.  The  circular 
says: 

The  Departmont  \n  not  so  miicli  concerned  as  to  obtaining  detailed  fiitni'M  with  the 
■tamp  ot'tifticial  accuracy,  oa  soouriLg  iiu  iuteUlgent  (turvey  of  Industrial  activity  aod 

Euueral  t«ndeDoies  of  trade.  The  buHiiiftw  mult  of  the  United  States  ore  (larticnlarly 
iterested  ia  learniiif;  whether  there  hoe  beeu  on  jiicrcaiie  or  deuTeoae  in  the  uore 
iiuportaot  tines  of  exports  and  imports,  ospecially  such  usuntai  into  the  trade  of  the 
United  States. 

In  other  words,  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  interested  in  find- 
ing a  foreign  niarhet  which  vri\l  relieve  the  home  market  of  its  surplus. 
Other  things  being  equal,  our  be^t  market  is  fonnd  among  a  people  like 
oar  own,  a  people  of  kindred  tastes,  wants,  fashions,  and  education. 
In  this  rpsprct  tlin  Canadians,  t'speciiilly  of  this  Province  and  consul^ 
diiiti'iut,  are  like  the  people  of  the  Uuited  States. 


r..,z.d.vCo(>t^lc 
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The  people  of  N^ova  Scotia  are  of  Anglo-Saxon  Block,  Englisli  speak- 
ing, aud  distinctively  more  American  iu  tlieir  tastes,  cultare,  and  fasb- 
ions  tbau  Englieh.  In  fact,  nearly  half  of  the  people  here  are  connected 
by  blood,  marriage,  and  bnHiness  with  the  people  in  the  United  States, 
and  consequently,  there  is  no  prejudice  against  our  markets  or  prodncts, 
but  if  anything,  a  preference  for  them. 

COMHEBCS. 

The  following  ligares,  taken  fVora  the  Statistical  Tear  Book  of 
Canada  for  1H97,  jaxt  published,  give  the  total  values  of  the  priuuijial 
articles  imported  and  exported  by  Canada  from  and  to  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  respectively: 

Exports  to  Great  Britain »77, 227,503 

Inipurts  from  Great  Britaia 2»,  339, 576 

Excess  of  export* 47,887,020 

luportsfroni  the  United  States 70,77B,316 

Exports  to  the  Cnited  Statee 19,373,472 

Exceae  of  imports 21,402,944 

Importa  from  the  United  State* 70,776,316 

Imports  from  Groat  Britain 29,339,678 

United  States  axcBSB  over  Great  Britain  imports 41,436,740 

From  these  figures  it  appears  that  the  balances  between  imports 
and  exports  were  as  follows: 

In  favor  of  the  United  states  against  Canada $21.i02,9H 

Agaiuet  Great  Britain  iu  favor  of  Canada 47,887,926 

Leaving  Canada  a  net  balance  of 26,484,983 

That  is,  Canada  out  of  her  f47,UOO,OUO  surplus  exports  to  Great 
Britain,  paid  oil'  121,000,000  sur[dus  exports  due  the  United  States, 
and  then  had  left  over  $26,00U,UOU  surplus  profits  derived  from  Great 
Britain. 

Canada  has  purchased  from  the  United  States  at  the  rate  of  $11 
per  capita,  and  from  Great  Britain  only  at  the  rate  of  $6  per  capita; 
during  the  same  year,  she  has  sold  to  Great  Britain  at  the  rate  of  |15 
per  capita,  aud  only  purchased  from  the  United  States  at  the  rate  of 
¥10  per  capita.    This  includes  goods  both  dutiable  and  free. 

Doling  the  same  year,  the  total  amount  of  duty  collected  on  British 
goods  was  $6,205,307,  or  31.20  per  cent;  ou  goods  from  the  United 
States,  $8,147,075,  or  40.96  per  cent. 

The  imports  of  free  goods  from  the  United  States  were  50  per  cent, 
while  only  30  per  cent  of  the  imports  from  Great  Bntaiu  were  on  the 
free  list. 

The  imports  into  Sov»  Scotia  from  all  countries,  for  1897,  were 
(7,657,232,  of  which  $5,177,037  were  dutiable  and  $2,480,155  were 
free. 

Uf  those  imports,  over  40  per  cent  were  from  the  United  States. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  at  this  i>ort  (Windsor)  for  the 
year  euding  June  30, 1898,  were: 

Dutiable  gouda $26,669 

Freegoo<lB 12,406 

Total  importations 14t^733 
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These  flgares  show  tbat  Canada  has  been  a  good  customer  of  the 
tJuited  States,  pnrcbasiug  from  as  more  goods  per  capita  than  any 
other  conntry. 

The  South  Sea  islander,  whose  only  article  of  clothing  Is  a  cheap 
cloth  tied  around  his  loins,  will  never  be  as  good  customers  as  the 
Canadians. 

In  this  Province,  all  kinds  of  improved  American  machinery  are  in 
use  and  demand,  such  as  mowiug  machines  and  agricnltnral  implements, 
wagons,  carriages,  bicycles  and  other  vehicles,  phonographs,  cloiiks, 
watches,  boots,  shoes,  hats,  caps,  sewing  machines,  machinery  for  saw- 
mills, cotton  mills,  fnrniture  factories,  printiug  offices,  cutlery,  hard- 
ware, barbed-wire  fenciug,  stoves,  ranges,  plumbers'  materials  and 
machinery,  electric-light  tlxtures,  canned  goods,  Indian  corn,  wheat, 
and  provisions  of  all  kinds.  Two  articles  could  be  more  extensively 
imported  and  sold  here  than  at  present :  Indian  com  and  American  oak. 

ludian  corn  does  uot  mature  iu  Canada,  and  therefore,  the  Americau 
corn  grower  has  uo  competition  in  the  Canadian  home  market.  Corn 
meal  would  sell  well.  American  oak  is  so  superior  to  the  Canadian 
that  it  is  especially  iu  demand  at  furniture  factories,  and  is  now  being 
shipped  in  carloads  by  rail  to  the  factories  of  Windsor.  It  is  also  nsed 
for  finishing  in  public  baildings,  churches,  schoolbooses,  and  the  more 
costly  private  dwellings.  In  price,  American  oak  ranges  from  $10  to 
$90  per  thousand  and  upward. 

On  nearly  all  these  articles,  there  is  a  tariff  of  from  25  to  35  per  cent 
ad  valorem,  and  since  the  1st  of  July  last,  there  has  been  a  preferential 
tariff  of  25  percentinfavorof  Great  Britain  against  the  United  States. 

The  books  of  this  consular  district  and  of  the  collectors  of  customs 
here  show  a  falling  off  in  both  exports  and  imports  daring  the  past  year. 
The  Dingley  tariff  bill  affects  the  export  of  a  large  number  of  articles 
to  the  Uuited  States,  such  as  lumber,  coal,  aud  agricultural  products. 
The  people  here  are  begiuuiug  to  manufactare  for  themselves,  and 
rapidly  learoiog  to  raise  their  own  foods  and  fbruish  their  own  home 
markets. 

The  American  exx>orter,  to  bold  the  field,  mast  compete  with  both 
the  Oanadian  home  market,  and  the  Canadian  preferential  tariff  in 
fovor  of  Great  Britain. 

MANUPACTUBBS. 

The  Dominion  Cotton  Mills  Company  (Limit«d)  has  eight  factories 
located  in  the  different  Provinces  of  tJlie  Douiuiou,  all  in  active  and 
profitable  operation.  One,  probably  the  smallest,  located  here,  fhr- 
nisbes  the  following  statement  of  production,  cost,  etc.,  for  the  fiscal 
year: 

Cotton  consumed 1,275,000 

Yards  of  clotb  manufactured 4,333,000 

Value $196,095 

Handa  employed ,,  200 

Number  of  looms 270 

Number  of  spindles 11,000 

Wages  per  month 93,600 

Wages  per  yeu 942,000 

About  one-half  of  the  cloths  made  consists  of  sheetings  aud  drills, 
designated  gray  cottons,  and  are  disposed  of  in  the  markets  of  China, 
while  the  other  half  is  sent  to  another  factory  of  the  company,  the 
Magog  mill,  and  printed  and  finished  for  the  Canadian  market. 

Many  of  the  machines  in  the  mill,  the  superintendent  informs  me,  are 
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of  tbe  old  style;  the  best  machinery  with  moderu  iiiiproTements  in  of 
0Bitecl  States  make.  Tbe  cotton  ased  at  tbis  mill  is  all  grown  in  the 
tTnited  States. 

The  Windsor  ForDltare  Factory,  which  was  totally  destroyed  by  the 
great  fire  at  tbis  place  o  year  ago,  has  reorganized  its  coiiii>aity  and 
rebuilt,  with  the  latest  aud  best  macbinery  froai  the  United  States. 
The  capital  is  aboat  $40,000,  and  aboat  30  bands  are  employed. 

The  Windsor  fonndiy,  which  was  also  destroyed  by  fire,  is  abont 
rebuilt,  and  soon  will  be  tuiuiiig  oat  stoves,  raoges,  and  varions  other 
castings. 

In  addition  to  these,  there  is  a  fertilizer  factory  and  bone  mill  and  a 
selenite  plaster  factory. 

There  are  nlso,  near  Windsor,  extensive  mills  engaged  in  the  mannfac- 
tnre  of  Inmber,  most  of  which  is  shipjied  to  Soath  America  and  Great 
Britain.  Formerly,  much  of  it  went  to  the  United  States,  bnt  this 
export  has  ceased. 

AOBIOULTUBE. 

Tbe  chief  agricultural  products  are  hay,  apples,  and  potatoes;  there 
is  bnt  little  export  of  hay,  bnt  the  apples  are  shipped  in  large  quanti- 
ties to  England,  and  some  few  to  tbe  United  Stat^  The  cost  of  trans- 
portation and  sliippiug,  including  commission,  is  about  $1  per  barrel. 

Large  qnantities  of  potatoes  are  also  raised  in  GoruwalliB  Valley 
and  marketed  in  Cuba.  From  Kingsport,  from  60,000  to  80,000  barrels 
are  shipped  to  Cuba  annnaliy. 

In  the  Port  Joggings  agency,  the  fanners  are  keeping  more  cows  and 
entering  more  extensively  into  the  dairy  business.  At  St.  Nappan,  near 
River  Eebert,  there  is  a  cheese  factory,  and  tbe  output  seems  to  be 
large  aud  profitable.  It  is  situated  in  a  fine  farming  district,  near 
Amherst. 

UINES. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  tbe  production  of  the  mines  of  N'ova 
Scotia  for  the  year  1897 : 

Gold onDcew-         26,578 

Ironora tons..        56,334 

MnnniieBe  ore do...  100 

Coal  mined do...  2,320,916 

Coke  made do...        45,000 

Gypsum do...       125,000 

Of  these  minerals,  this  consular  district  produces  gold,  manganese, 
gypsum,  and  coal. 

There  were  mined  tbis  year  at  tbe  Joggins  mines,  in  Cumberland 
County,  70,000  tons  of  coal.  The  price  at  the  mines  was  12  and  (2.60 
per  ton.  The  same  coal  retails  at  Windsor  at  $4  per  ton.  Heretofore, 
much  coal  was  shipped  from  tbe  mines  of  Kova  Scotia  to  the  United 
States,  but  that  has  almost  entirely  ceased  since  the  passage  of  the 
tariB'  bill  of  1897. 

Mr.  Gilpin,  superintendent  of  mines,  in  his  last  report  of  tbe  gold 
mines  of  Nova  Scotia,  says: 

Until  a  fen  yean  ago,  the  loral  oapitaliet  wanted  somethinR  rich,  a  fortune  with- 
ont  labor,  extracted  from  a  golden  bunch  of  qaartr.  or  from  the  pocket  of  nn  inno- 
cent InveBtor.  Now,  however,  the  fact  is  recognized  that  gold  mining  i»  a  bosiness, 
not  necoUBiily  a  roseate  speculation,  and  veiue  and  depodits  ore  being  profitably 
worked,  on  bariuesH  principles,  which  a  few  years  ago  woold  have  been  epunied. 
Siano  tnii  principle  has  beeD  accepted,  it  ia  Bale  to  say  that  the  gold  interestiof  thia 
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Province  baTe  aa  aMnrml  future.  The  guaranty  "f  this  ia  the  fact  that  we  have 
local  investora  who  ean  miue  luid  mill  quartz  pntBtably,  on  a  amall  scale,  when  the 
quartz  cruahed  does  not  yield  over  92  per  ton. 

There  are  also  valuable  mmes  of  manganese  and  antimony  which  are 
now  idle,  and  which  coald  be  made  profitable  if  properly  taken  bold  of 
and  developed.  Enterprising  American  capitalists  would  do  well  to 
look  into  the  mines  of  Kova  Scotia. 

FISHERIES. 

The  fisheries  of  Xova  Scotia  coDRtitote  another  great  indnstry  and 
source  of  employment  to  her  people,  and  their  valae  is  greiiter  than 
tbose  of  any  other  Province  of  the  DomiDion.  The  export*  of  the  flsU- 
eries  in  1897  were  over  $4,500,000,  giving  employment  to  12,0(HJ  men 
(uid  8,000  fishing  boats.  Nova  Scotia  employs  an  many  men  and  boats 
ip  fiaheriea  as  all  the  other  Provinces  of  the  Uoiuinioo, 

BAITKIKO  AND  CUREENCT, 

The  oarrency  of  Canada  is  in  many  r«spects  like  that  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  decimal,  computed  in  dollars  and  cents,  and  not  in 
ponnds,  shillings,  and  pence. 

Practically,  paper  money  is  the  main  currency  in  use,  although  it  is 
supplemented  by  small  silver  and  copper  coins.  The  silver  dollar  is 
not  used  or  coined.  Canada  has  no  mint,  the  subsidiary  coin  being 
made  in  England. 

The  paper  money  consists  of  bank  notes  and  Dominion  notes,  the 
one  issued  by  the  banks,  the  other  by  the  government. 

Banks  are  bound  to  redeem  their  bills  in  gold  or  "Dominion  notes," 
and,  for  that  purpose,  must  always  keep  on  deposit  40  per  cent  of  their 
reserves.    The  government  or  Dominion  notes  are  redeemable  in  gold. 

The  Statistical  Year  Book  of  Canada  gives  the  whole  amount  of 
currency  held  by  the  banks  in  Canada,  in  1897,  as  follows: 

Specie  on  deposit $8,663,469 

Dominion  notee  ondepoait 15,921,435 

Dominion  notes  in  circulation 7,796,427 

Bank  notea  in  cirenlatlon 34,350,118 

Total  amount  of  bilb  and  specie 6^731,439 

While  Canada  has  the  decimal  system  in  her  fractional  silver  cur- 
rency and  paper  money,  she  has  no  gold  coins  in  which  to  redeem  her 
bills.    She  uses  English  sovereigns  or  the  gold  of  the  United  States. 

BAMK  IN  -wransoB. 

The  Commercial  Bank  of  Windsor  ftuDisbes  the  following  figures 
in  itsannaal  statement  of  January  31, 1808: 
Capital  stock  authorized,  $500,000. 

LIADILtTIBS. 

Capital  stock  paid  ap $348,380.00 

Bills  in  circulation 132,590.00 

licaervofund $11.1,000.00 

Proftt  and  loM 11,067.92 

124, 067.  n3 

Other  liabilities 736,591.52 

Totnlliabilities 1,341,032.44 

Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 
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ASflKTfl. 

Specie .'—      •19,T77.86 

Dominion  uotes 22,»74.00 

AU  other  aiwatB 1,299,4«).6B 

Total  Rsaeta 1,341,632.51 

Net  profit  for  year,  after  providing  for  bod  antl  doabtfUl  debt*,  $25,109.06. 

UNITED  STATES  HONEY  IN  CANADA. 

One  thing  worthy  of  note  is  that  paper  money  and  gold  of  the  TJnited 
States  circulate  on  a  parwith  Canadian  money.  Green  backs,  national- 
bank  notes,  and  stiver  certificaten  are  taken  at  the  banks,  the  railroad 
offices,  the  stores,  and  among  the  i>eople  aa  readily  as  their  own  banlc 
bills:  but  silver  coin  of  the  United  States  will  not  circulate  here  at  all, 
and  IS  only  taken  at  tlO  per  cent  discount. 

It  is  anomalous  that  a  United  States  silver  certificate  should  be  cur- 
rent here  and  pass  m  readily  at  its  face  value,  without  discount,  and 
yet  that  the  United  States  silver  dollar,  a  legal  tender  in  which  the 
certificate  is  payable,  will  not  pass  at  all,  or  only  at  a  disconnt  of  20 
cents  on  the  dollar.  The  banks  would  readily  receive  $1,000  in  United 
States  silver  certificates  at  par  on  deposit,  but  $1,000  in, United  States 
legaltender  silver  dollars  they  would  not  receive  on  deposit  at  all. 

There  was  but  one  time  during  the  last  eight  years  when  the  paper 
money  of  the  United  States  did  not  circulate  at  par  with  Canadian 
money,  and  that  was  during  the  Presidential  campaign  of  189C.  Imme- 
diately after  the  nomination  of  the  Presidential  candidates,  "American 
paper  money"  as  it  is  called,  ceased  to  circulate  here  at  par,  and  was 
taken  only  at  a  discount.  This  continued  until  after  the  Kovember 
election,  when  "American  money"  immediately  rose  to  par,  and  has 
circnlated  freely  at  par  ever  since. 

THE   WINDSOR   PIBE. 

On  the  17th  of  October,  1897,  the  town  of  Windsor  was  almost 
entirely  destroyed  by  fire  and  nearly  3,000  people  rendered  homeless. 
The  destruction  was  complete — stores,  business  houses,  factories, 
churches,  court-house,  custom-house,  and  consul's  oiSce  all  being  swejtt 
away. 

Winter  was  near  at  band  and  the  case  looked  desperate.  Kind  friends 
came  to  the  assistance  of  the  people  and  charities  flowed  in  like  water. 
In  a  short  time,  over  $70,000  in  money  and  goods  were  sent  to  the 
Windsor  sufferers.  These  contributions  came  firom  the  neighboring 
towns  and  provinces  of  Canada,  and  also  from  the  United  States. 

More  than  $1,000,000  worth  of  property  was  destroyed,  but  of  this, 
more  than  $800,000  worth  was  covered  by  insurance  which  has  alt  been 
paid  without  litigation. 

Of  the  town's  restoration,  tho  Windsor  Tribune  says: 

A  year  has  passed  and  a  large  part  of  the  towo  has  been  rebnilt. 

Over  200  bulldinga  bave  been  erected^  witfaont  counting  tbe  outbnildinga  or  ware- 
faoasee.  Of  theee  bnildings,  20  are  bnck,  and  contain  40  stores,  without  connting 
officee  or  balle. 

Tbe  wooden  bnUdinga  contain  some  43  storea,  tbe  rest  beine  dwellings — over  20 
being  doable  honaes,  and  3  tenements  of  4  bouses  eacb.  UeeiacH  theau,  tbe  court- 
boose  baa  been  rebnilt,  the  Wiudsoi  FnmiturH  Factory,  with  its  ^^a^ehollneH,  tbe 
Windwi  PI astor  Company's  mill  and  warelionses,  tbe  wood-workingmillof  Chiipelle 
Brotbera,  the  acbnolbouse,  the  post-otUce  and  government  military  drill  shed  at  the 
fort  are  all  nearing  completion.  With  a  few  eiceptions,  these  bnildings  are  all 
of  a  permanent  character,  and  many  are  of  a  character  which  wonid  dn  rn^dit-tn 

Joseph  T.  Hoke,  ContuL 
WiNDSOB,  October  29,  1898.  --.  . 
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PRiNCK  ?:dwabd  isi^nd. 

The  imports  and  exports  for  tlie  Province  of  Priuce  Edward  Iiiland, 
as  taken  from  "Trade  and  Xavigation,"  issaed  by  the  Dominion  Got- 
eronieut  for  tlie  fiscal  year  18%,  were: 
Imports : 

Dotialile $331,883 

Free 174, 7M 

T«t»l 496,587 

Total  exports 979,979 

Imports  rrom  UDit«d  States 132,498 

Exports  to  United  i^tates 444,058 

For  the  fiscal  year  1897: 
Imports: 

DutUble 8277,340 

Free 144,655 

Total 421,995 

TotBl  exports 1,314,607 

Imports  from  Uuitcd  StatiB 132,433 

Exports  to  Unite<l  States 430,287 

It  is  imjwasible  to  jirocure  tbe  correct  valne  imported  to  tliia  Province 
from  tbe  IJnited  States,  as  a  large  amoaiit  of  goods  is  imiK)rt©d  tliroiigh 
other  Canadian  ports,  and  sold  here. 

Woffes. — Laborers  receive  41  per  day;  domestic  servants,  $1  to  $10 
per  month;  clerks  in  stores,  $16  to  $50  per  month;  bookkeepers,  an 
average  of  $50  per  month. 

The  exi>ort»  from  this  Province  consist  mostly  of  agricnltaral  prodocts 
and  fish.  The  lobster  pack  continaes  to  be  a  very  important  factor  in 
the  trade,  and  although  tbe  cmstacean  is  decreasing  in  size  and  nnm- 
bera,  this  has  so  tended  to  enhance  the  valne  of  the  canned  article 
that  the  receipts  from  this  source  compare  favorably  with  those  of 
former  years.  During  this  season,  a  large  qnantity  of  these  goods  has 
been  exported  to  France. 

Mackerel  of  extra  quality  were  taken  during  the  past  year,  but  catches 
were  poor. 

The  transportation  facilities  in  summer  are  by  rail  to  Summerside, 
thence  by  steamer  to  Point  Durham,  or  by  steamer  from  Oharlottetown 
to  Pictou,  there  making  railway  connection.  The  Plant  Line  steamers 
make  weekly  trips  between  Boston  and  Gharlottetown,  while  steamers 
owned  by  tbe  Quebec  Steamship  Company  and  the  Black  Diamond  and 
Dabell  lines  call  here  from  Montreal.  The  steamer  Oity  o^  Ghent  makes 
weekly  trips  between  Qalifox  and  Gharlottetown.  During  the  winter 
season,  connection  is  made  with  the  mainland  at  Pictou  by  steamer  &om 
Georgetown. 

Prince  Edward  Island  has  210  miles  of  railway,  extending  from 
Gharlottetown  to  Summerside  and  Tignish  in  theweat,  and  to  Sonris  and 
Georgetown  in  the  east,  with  a  branch  line  to  Gape  Traverse,  the  lat- 
ter connecting  with  the  ice  boat  service,  which  is  performed  by  boats 
on  runners,  hauled  over  the  ice  during  the  most  severe  period  in  each 
winter,  when  the  steamer  is  unable  to  keep  up  regular  connection  with 
the  mainland. 

Fifty  per  cent  or  more  of  the  3belf  hardware  purchased  here  is 
imported  &om  the  United  States.  There  is  also  a  large  importation  of 
bicycles,  farm  implements  and  machinery,  ladies'  and  gentlemen's  hats 
and  caps,  etc.  Dry  goods  are  not  purchased  to  any  extent,  on  aooouot 
of  daties. 
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To  increase  trade,  the  wholesale  de^ei-a  of  the  Uuited  States  should 
be  represented  more  hy  their  commercial  travelers,  or  have  a  resident 
agent,  as  is  done  by  many  Loudon  dealers.  Credits  are  nsnally  sixty 
days,  bat  merchants  disconnt  bills. 

Uelh&b  J.  Vail,  Coiuul. 

OHAJiLOTTBTOWW,  AufftUt  12,  1898. 


QXTEBEC, 

Principal  artieln  of  wercftandiae  importtd  i»lo  QtUbee  daring  tie  ftar  e»^»g  Deamber 
SI,  18S7,  tkowins  tht  tluire  of  Ortat  Brilain  and  tht  Vnilei  SUlM. 


Alfl.  b«9,  md  porter,  in  bottlei  and  In  ouks 

Animila.  horaea,  homed  wttle,  abMp,  iwliie.  elo 

Hooks,  printed,  ate.,  printAd  nmiilc,  and  p»per  of  aUblnda-'"--' 

BnttflDi,  brnabn,  bracH.  com  1m,  and  oollaia.  etc 

Biaaa.  and  nanatteturca  of;  copper,  and  manufacturea  of 

Coal  anlfancIt«.bitiimlnoaa,  and  iwka 

Candles,  hU  ather.  iDclndinff  apenn ,. 

Csment.  Portland  or  Kouaii 

Cordaga  or  ail  kinda  .'. .' V.!!!!!!"!"!"! 

Carrlagea.  railway  cars,  btcyolsa.  etc. 

fjurpeu. BroawlK and  lapeatry,  etc,  whollf  of  wool  »mlcolton.. 
('attona,  tDannfactareii  ^,  blwhod,  danlva,  printed,  eto - 

l)ro(ra,  djea.  cbsmlcala,  patent  tnwlioin^is  eta 

Enrthenwaro.  bmwD,  white,  etc.,  and  clililB 

Fanoj  K«ods,  alabaat«r,  tieada,  toTji,  embroMeriea,  laoHi,  He 

nah,  freab,  aalled,  dry,  preaervnl  In  oil,  oyttera,et« 

Flu.  mannfaizliirei  of.  Ifoen,  brown,  dnek,  thread,  eW 

Fmlta,  gre'^n  and  dried , 

Fnra,  and  manafacturaa  of,  cap«,  hMt,  etc.,  far  drewod  ami  un- 

Ffrebriek,"ha(h.'imjiding.'Bricii^."Bte;;*;;!"!!i;; !!.'.'!.';!  J^'.!;! 
<!laH.  and  manatactnma  of, carboy*.  Imhimi.  wlodow  eImk.  et«... 

Glovea  and  nitla  oT  leather,  kid,  ootton,  allk,  and  woolw 

Outta  percha,  India  mbbrr,  Bamfactarea  of  boots,  doChlnc,  etc. 

Grain  oT  an  kinds:  Indian  com,  peaac,  bean*,  wheat,  Mo 

Hata,  oapa,  and  boimeta,  beaver,  Ielt.Btnw 

HldM',«w,'■^itodidiT.eio;!^'.'"I."I^"^^""^*'""^■.'.',*;^"^' 

Paiaaols,  nmbrellais  or  allk.  old 

Iron,  and  nannraoturea  ot:  ataal,  and  loannAuitnns  of 

Sewlnir  machines  - 

PiBlRHi,  all  other 

Railways,  baraorrall*,  tUhplatfS 

Cntlerj 

Jewell,  watches,  plalAd  warn  ^  Eold  andallvar.mmntkcloreaof. 

Lead,  and  mannf aoCnm  ot.  pig,  bum  ebot,  ote 

Leather,  and  nxiDofkctnrea  of;  sole  leather,  upper,  etc 

Laitl.  pork,  beef,  bacon,  and  bama,  and  all  other  mrat* 

Leaf  lobaoco,  nnmannfutnred .. 

Lnmber  and  timber--..- -.-...- 

HiliiBTT  Btoraa,  arms,  munttlonB,  eta 

Unslca]  Instranienta.  pianos,  orgaaa.  etc 

Uobwaee,  al™pe.etc 

Mmtard.  Bronnd 

Nets  and  aelnes  and  twlnea 

Oils,  mineral.  TeBetable,  andSahcdl - 

on  cloth  tktlloon.  oil  cloth  In  piece 

Bice 

Seeds  forasrlcnltonlpnrpoaes -.- ........................ 

Bdtln  balk  and  in  bag 

Silk,  andmanafactnnaof,  boaleij.  ribbons,  alothing,  eto 

Spletis,  gronnd  aadangrouiHl 

Spirit*:  Brand;,  genera,  gia,  whisky,  rnm,  ele 

Sugar  of  all  kfaida,  candy 

Tea.  blaok,  inven,  andJ^on 

Tobaoeo,  and  naoafaetarea  of,  olgan,  elo 

Tin,  and  manafactnres  of,  tluwareand  all  other 

Tin  plaleo.  and  tin  in  blocks,  ban,  eto 

v^^nhhanTtli^penune!^'J!.'^!'.".'.'.■,"I!;;■.'.■;;!;!■.;.■.";;^^;;': 

Winee  of  allUnds,  eirxot  sparkling  wine 

Wing  champagne,  and  all  other  ■parUlDK  wine 

Tsod,  and  msfliifkctares  of.  runitture,  els 

Wheat  flonr,  aad  floor  of  all  kinds 
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fi,411,4IM 

B,  Ml,  022 
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Value  of  imporit  aiui  r>jrpDrt*  0/  Mprehniiijiic  info  anrl  from  Qvebta  during  tteenly-four 
yeart,JhrM  January  1,  IH7i,  to  Decembar  SI,  1837,  iivMed  in  Itno  ptriodi  of  Iteelve  g»ar» 
each,  tkovlng  thf  counlriet  wAmum  imparled  and  to  which  ezporled. 
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Exportii... 
OnuidCatil.. 


aiportii  oTor  total  imporlii. 


OOMHEBCTAL  BELATIOMS. 

«ASP£  BASIN. 


FiaHBEIES. 


Co3. — This  fishery,  which  is  the  main  indnstrj  for  this  consular  dis- 
trict, is  gradually  falling  ofi'  year  hy  year,  both  in  quantity  and  price, 

Salmon. — This  fishery  has  been  better  daring  the  past  season  than 
for  years;  in  fact,  it  is  increasing  every  year. 

Smelt. — This  fishery  has  also  been  eacellent  daring  the  past  season. 
The  flsh  are  nearly  all  shipped  fresh  ftom  this  port  to  Falton  market, 
New  York,  but  I  am  unable  to  give  the  amount,  as  they  are  sent  in 
small  lots  of  under  $100  in  value  to  ditterent  parties. 

NAVIGATION. 

The  vessels  of  the  marine  police  force  comprise  six  steamers  and  two 
scbooaers. 

Four  United  States  steam  yachts  and  one  schooner  called  at  this  port 
during  the  past  year. 

This  port  (tiasp6)  was  open  to  navigation  this  spring  on  the  3d  of 
May  and  closed  on  the  lith  of  December,  1897.  The  light-ship  at  Sandy 
Beatrh,  which  is  at  tlie  month  of  this  harbor,  went  into  winter  quarters, 
and  the  harbor  light  was  extinguished  and  the  storm-signal  station 
closed  on  the  abov«  date. 

I  may  mention  that  a  vessel  arrived  here  on  the  ISth  of  December 
last,  and  loaded  and  sailed  on  the  22d  for  Bio  de  Janeiro.  This  is  the 
latest  a  vessel  was  ever  known  to  sail  from  this  port. 

PBTBOLBTTH. 

During  the  past  year,  very  little  was  done  toward  the  development  of 
petroleum  deposits  of  this  district.  In  Augnst,  1897,  lands  were  said 
to  have  been  purchased  with  a  view  to  the  formation  of  a  new  company 
and  immediate  prospecting  on  a  new  and  large  scale. 

Nothing  has  been  done,  and  it  seems  that  the  whole  business  is  a 
speculation.  I  have  not  heard  of  a  survey  of  the  land  having  been 
made  or  of  the  issue  of  letters  patent  for  the  same. 

The  old  company— the  Petioleum  Oil  Trust  Company — has  not  been 
doing  more  than  just  keeping  two  wells  going.  There  were  four  wells 
atworkin  the  beginning  of  1897.  All  the  finds  seem  to  turn  ont,  sooner 
or  later,  to  be  no  more  than  pockets.  At  first,  there  is  a  rush  of  oil  and 
gas,  and  then  it  dwindles  down  to  nothing.  This  is  the  district  in 
regard  to  which  I  made  a  special  report  to  the  UepartmBnt  in  July, 
1S97.    (See  Consular  tieports,  No.  205,  October,  1897,  p.  299.) 

THE  BAY  OF  OHALETIR  RAILWAT. 

This  road  has  been  completed  as  far  as  New  Carlisle,  about  100  miles 
from  Ga8p6  Basin.  The  president  of  the  company  is  now  in  England, 
trying  to  raise  money  to  complete  it  from  New  Carlisle  to  Gaap4^  Hasin. 
It  is  also  said  that  there  is  an  attempt  to  make  New  Carlisle  the  ter- 
minus of  the  railroad  aud  to  constract  su  artificial  harbor  there. 
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POST   CHABGE8   AND    WHARFAGE. 

The  only  port  charges  are  the  harbor  master's  dtteB,  which  are — 

For  every  ship  of  200  tous  or  nnder  (registered  tounage),  $1. 

For  every  ship  of  more  than  200  tons  but  not  more  than  300  tons,  42. 

For  ever;  ship  of  more  than  3(>0  tons  bnt  not  more  than  400  tous,  $3. 

For  every  ship  over  400  tons,  $i. 

Whar&ge  rates  are  from  SO  cents  to  $3  per  day. 


There  are  no  regulations  affecting  commercial  travelers,  and  they 
are  exempt  from  any  tax  in  this  district. 

I  may  mention  that  there  is  practically  no  maoafauturing  of  any 
kind  here. 


ArtldH. 

QuDtitf. 
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TBADE  WITH   OTHEB  CUUNTBIES. 

The  following  statement  sliovs  the  exports  and  imixirta  from  this 
couBuliir  district  to  foreign  couutries,  exclusive  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  189S.  It  has  bepn  condensed  £rom 
uustotn-house  entries  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1898: 

Foe  the  fiscal  year  eniliuK  Juao  30,  1898,  the  eKporto  of  Oiy  codSsh  were  19,392 

fuintala,  valued  at  977,571.  Tbey  were  uliipped  to  Barbados  (Went  Indiea),  Biai^il, 
talj,  SpatD,  andJeraef  (Oteat  Itritaiu).  Liiiuber  deaU,  etc.,  were  valued  at  ¥101,875. 
Mill  were  shipped  by  veaoels  under  the  Britiuh  Hug. 

The  iinporta  for  the  same  period  conaiet  of  jjeneral  merchandise,  valued  at  $175 ; 
nets,  liueH,  and  twine,  $837 ;  Hult,  $2,136:  sugar  and  iuo1ii«ses,  $2,822. 

From  the  oouBulur-aiKiify  district  at  FaapHbiac,  in  this  consulnr  diatriot,  for  the 
flscal  year  ended  June  30,  iS9H,  there  were  exported  -10,021  quintals  of  dry  codfish, 
valued  at  $160,086;  lombflr,  $105,165,  and  sundries,  $255. 

The  imports  viere:  Dry  goods  and  small  wares,  $15,000;  salt,  $10,000;  sugar  and 
molasBes,  $18,000. 

OaBp6  Basin,  on  accoaut  of  its  beautiful  scenery,  good  bathing,  and 
good  fishing,  is  becoming  more  and  more  a  fashionable  resort  for  tooriats 
and  sportsmen,  and  is  growiug  better  known  to  our  people.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  sooner  or  later  it  will  become  a  favorite  spot  for  summer 
residence. 

Aluab  F.  BiCKSOif,  Consul. 

Ga8p£  babik,  Avgtist  20,  ima. 


This  is  an  agricultural  district,  prmluciug  nearly  everything  the 
farmer  wants,  so  )ie  is  not  a  large  purcliuser.  The  market  for  mnch  of 
bis  produce  is  limited.  Milk  he  takes  to  the  butter  and  cheese  factories 
and  receives  his  proportion  of  the  profits.  Potatoes  of  excellent  quality 
are  shipped  to  Montreal  and  Ontario;  also  to  the  United  States,  when 
the  price  is  high  enough  there  to  staud  the  duty  of  25  cents  per  bushel. 
The  shipments  to  the  United  States  from  January  1  to  July  1, 1898, 
amounted  to  70,407  bushels,  valued  at  $!J1,503.6S.  The  lumber  shanties 
create  a  demand  for  hay  aud  oats. 

The  farmer  raises  wheat  enough  for  his  flonr,  some  rye,  barley,  pease, 
and  oats;  besides,  he  lias  a  small  patchof  tobacco  for  his  own  smoking. 
He  keeps  sheep,  and  the  wool  is  worked  up  at  home  iuto  clothing, 
blankets,  and  carpets. 

The  soil  is  very  good,  and  along  the  9t.  Lawrence  River  herring  are 
used  for  fertilizer;  also  what  is  called  hero  "varac,"  or  a  mixture  of 
seaweed,  sea  grass,  and  kelp  that  comes  ashore  after  a  storm.  It  looks 
strauge  to  see  tobacco  growing  so  tar  north. 

The  customs  of  the  x>oople  are  old-fashioned  and  primitive.  The 
grain  is  largely  cut  with  sickles.  Spinning  wheels  are  sold  at  all  the 
stores.  Hay  is  sold  by  the  load,  not  weight,  as  there  are  no  hay  scales 
iu  the  counlay. 

Most  of  the  goods  used  in  the  district  are  purchased  at  Quebec  or 
Montreal,  so  the  custom-hoose  here  does  not  show  the  amount  of  United 
States  goods  imported. 

The  following  American  goods  are  nsed,  and  more  might  be  sold  if 
pushed  by  agents  at  the  proper  time:  Sawmill  machinery,  saws,  and 
files,  esx>eciaUy  shingle  mill^  and  shingle  saws;  builders'  hardware, 


'  Ju  rujily  to  ctrvulur  uf  August  i». 
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scales,  California  fraita  and  wioeB.  Tbe  latter  are  better  and  cheaper 
than  any  wines  sold  here.  A  salesman  coald  work  up  a  good  trade,  by 
visiting  the  small  places  in  the  district. 

The  cartridge-4  and  rifles  used  are  nearly  all  manufactured  at  New 
Haven,  Conn.  This  itja  good  market  for  spurtsmao'H  goods.  All  kinds 
of  fishing  tackle  sell  well.  Nets  for  salmoo  and  herring  are  iu  good 
demand. 

Boots  and  shoes  of  a  grade  that  could  be  sold  for  about  $1  per  pair 
wholesale,  would  find  a  ready  market. 

AlmosteveryfarmerhaHagoodteam.  I  believe  a  gradeof  open  spring 
wagons  and  covered  phaetons  could  be  sold  in  considerable  numberii. 
An  Indiana  company  has  sold  wagons  that  cost,  delivered  here  and 
dnty  paid,  437,  and  they  were  better  and  cheaper  than  could  be  bought 
in  Canada.  The  vehicles  most  used  are  buckboards  with  a  cheap  cover 
over  the  front  seat.  The  retail  price  is  t45  for  single-seated  and  950 
for  double-seated  ones.  They  are  made  very  rougliJy,  and  could  be 
manufactured  iu  the  United  States  and  sold  here,  dnty  paid,  at  a  profit. 
Bicycles  and  fixtures  come  largely  from  the  United  States.  There  is  a 
good  market  for  a  moderate-priced  wheel  here. 

Cottons  are  nearly  all  maiinfactnred  iu  Canada.  I  find  a  few  fancy 
patterns  ftom  the  Cocheco  mills,  and  women's  dress  goods,  mixed  cotton 
and  wool,  come  largely  from  the  United  States. 

The  principal  imports  at  the  costom-house  here  are  honsehold  goods, 
belonging  to  people  who  have  been  employed  iu  tbe  UDit«d  States. 
From  January  1,  1897,  to  January  1,  1898,  $12,889  worth,  and  from 
January  1, 1898,  to  July  1, 1898,  $23,471  worth  were  imported. 


The  rate  of  wages  paid  iu  the  consular  district  of  Kimonski  is  as 
follows: 


CDDpenHllun. 

entrowl): 

f33.0Utu(60.m 

^K'r^™"'""'^^ 

Lumber  Ibuityueu: 

The  cost  of  living  here  is  as  high  as  in  the  United  States,  when  you 
live  as  welt.  There  is  nothing  tocompensate  for  the  lower  rate  of  wages. 
The  sawmills  mu  only  from  Uay  till  lilovember.    Sea^raas  is  cut  ih>iB 
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July  1  to  October  1.  The  lamber  shanties  ran  during  the  winter,  and 
lot;  driving  is  carried  on  for  about  two  months  in  the  spring.  Employ- 
ment is  not  continuons  in  any  of  the  indostries,  and  there  is  much  time 
lost. 

Charles  A.  Boaedbian, 

Comtneroiat  Agent. 
ElMOTJSHi,  October  35, 1898. 


SEIEBBROOKE.I 

The  city  of  Sherbrooke  is  situated  at  the  junction  of  the  Magog  and 
St.  Francis  rivers.  It  is  10<>  miles  east  of  Montreal,  140  miles  south- 
west of  Quebec,  and  the  third  largest  city  in  the  Province  of  Quebec 
It  has  a  population  of  11,000. 


The  declared  exports  from  this  consulate  and  its  agencies  at  Cook- 
shire  and  Megantic  for  the  first  six  months  of  1898  amounted  to 
♦289,750.92,  and  were  divided  as  follows: 


Artie..,. 

Tnlne. 

ArllilBS. 

VklDS. 

ls'i;jS:L£Cs;rb'^» 

"638.00 
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Miurlluieoiu.  lm<-kwli™t  flour,  drj 

t«6.11 
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It  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  furnish  a  statemeotof  the  imports  for 
the  first  half  of  the  year  1898. 


The  wages  for  labor  are  somewhat  lower  than  those  paid  iu  liTew 
England  for  similar  work.  Tbe  table  below  shows  the  price  of  labor 
at  the  present  time: 


Lboreni 

nsstis 

■ 

'In  reply  tu  circular  orAagiiatS. 
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TRAHBPOBTATION. 

The  transportatioQ  facilities  for  this  section  of  Canada  are  of  the 
best.  This  city  has  the  advantage  of  four  different  railway  lines — the 
Boston  and  Maine,  the  Canadian  Pacific,  the  Grand  Trunk,  and  Qaebec 
Central.    Freight  rates  are  low  and  competition  active. 

INTEODUCTION  OP  UNITED  STATES  GOODS. 

More  advertising  shonld  be  need  to  introduce  our  prodncts  into  the 
markets  of  Canada,  and  more  commercial  travelers  should  cover  this 
territory.  The  chief  obstacle  is  the  high  Canadian  tariff,  but  tn  spite 
of  this,  United  Stntes  goods  are  bound  to  come  to  the  front  when  prop- 
erly advertised,  and  when  the  knowledge  is  brought  home  to  the  con- 
earner  that  they  are  of  a  superior  grade  to  those  manafactured  here. 

Our  commercial  travelers  are  not  obliged  to  i>ay  any  license  fees  in 
this  Province. 

HIHES. 

The  copper  mines  of  the  Eastis  Mining  Company  are  located  at  Eustis, 
Quebec,  8  miles  south  of  Sherbrooke.  These  mines  are  in  active  oper- 
ation, and  this  company  shipped  ore  to  the  Cnited  States  during  the 
first  half  of  the  year  1898  valued  at  |1»,683.S5. 

The  asbestus  mines,  at  Black  Lake,  Tlietford,  and  Broughton,  pro- 
duce largely,  and  the  greater  portion  is  shippe<l  to  the  United  States. 

A  few  years  ago,  tliis  land  was  not  worth  more  than  $2  an  acre;  now, 
the  estimated  value  of  the  Thetford  asbestus  mines  is  $2,000,000. 

Gold  is  also  found  aloug  the  course  of  the  St.  Francis  fiiver,  though 
not  in  suflScient  qnantity,  as  yet,  to  jiay  to  mine  it. 

Iron  is  produced  at  Black  Lake,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 
chrome  ore  is  shipped  annually  to  the  United  States. 

LUMBBB. 

Lamber  and  its  manatitctnre  is  one  of  the  leading  indnstries  of  this 
Province.  Very  little  lumber  has  been  exported  to  the  United  States 
daring  the  past  year,  on  account  of  the  high  rate  of  duty.  The  cut  of 
last  winter  was  mostly  sent  to  South  America  and  England.  Some 
shingles  and  dapboards  have  been  exported  to  the  Unit^  States.  A 
redaction  in  the  tariff  rate  would  result  in  a  large  increase  export  of 
of  lumber  to  the  United  States,  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  recii>- 
rocal  trade. 

Paul  Lano,  Conaui. 

Shbbbeooke,  October  38, 1898. 


TnHEE  RTVBBS.' 


The  entries  at  the  custom-houso  for  the  district  of  Three  Rivers  show 
that  the  total  imports  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  were 
valned  at  1100,011,  of  which  (314,807  were  datiable,  and  $S5,201  free, 
the  daty  paid  amounting  to  $90,171.73. 


■  In  reply  to  circalat  of  Aa|[iiBt  6. 
— 2V  n,i„.db,GoOgle 


COHMEBCIAL  RELATIONS. 


Tbe  followiog  is  a  tabulated  comparison  of  these  flgares  ivith  those 
for  the  flaoal  year  eudiiig  Jane  30, 1897 : 


Ymt. 

Total 

imporU. 

Fordutj. 

Fr». 

Dntyp^. 

•118. 71« 
100.011 

•6I.4SS 

314.  SOI 

8i.2W 

These  flgares  show  an  increase  in  total  imports  of  $283,295,  of  which 
$253,314  was  in  dntiable  goods;  $29,981  iD  free  goods,  and  $67,704.22  in 
duty  paid. 

Of  the  total  imports,  the  United  States  famished  $302,022  dutiable, 
and  $84,378  free  goods,  or,  as  compared  with  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane 
30, 1897,  as  follows: 


..^s. 

Datiabl*. 
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It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  extraordinary  increase  in  imports  fix)m 
the  United  States.  Our  imports  increased  $290,247,  $260,560  of  which 
was  in  dntiable  goods,  and  $29,087  in  free  goods. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  articles  that  have  been  im- 
ported from  theUnitedStates,daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June30,1898: 
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As  this  district  is  situated  only  a  short  distance  from  the  large  cities 
of  Montreal  and  Quebec,  a  large  proportion  of  the  foreign  goods  con- 
sumed are  purchased  or  entered  at  these  ix>rts,  and  the  flgares  given 
above  can  represent  but  a  very  small  }>ortion  of  the  consumption  of 
American  goods  in  this  district. 

By  far  the  largest  item  is  that  of  iron  machinery,  of  which  $224,224 
was  imported.  Most  of  this  machinery  was  for  the  Laurentide  Fnip 
Company,  which  isconstractinganimmeusepapeTinillatOrand'Mftre, 
thns  paying  a  marked  compliment  to  the  excellence  and  latmr-savlng 
quality  of  American  machines. 

The  following  is  a  detailed  comparison  of  the  imports  for  the  fiscal 
years  ending  Juue  30, 1897  and  1898,  giving  the  coantry  of  import,  and 
tbe  tariff  under  which  the  same  were  imported: 
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The  above  statement  Bhows  that  notwithstanding  the  discriminatioD 
of  12^  per  cent  in  favor  of  British  goods,  from  August  1, 1897,  to  Aagast 
1, 1898,  the  exports  from  Great  Britain  to  this  district  have  (iitninished 
93,170.  France,  also  enjoying  a  tariff  preference,  has  not  been  more 
snccessfiil  in  increasing  her  exports.  A  couBiderable  decrease  in  the 
exports  of  Holland  and  Anstria  Is  also  noticed. 


Nearly  everything  exported  from  this  district  fluds  its  market  in  the 
United  States.  Of  the  total  exports  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1898,  amounting  to  $956,240.14,  the  United  States  consumed 
1(536,649.14,  which  compared  with  the  exports  to  Great  Britain  and  aU 
other  coautries  as  follows: 
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All  the  exports  to  Great  Britain  were  lumber;  tl7S,476  was  in  spruce 
deals;  $151,946  in  pine  deals ;  (47,862  in  planks  and  boards,  and  $17,627 
in  deals'  ends.  The  following  table  shows  the  exxM>rts  compared  with 
those  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1897: 
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The  above  shows  that  the  export  of  lumber  to  Great  Britain  has 
increased  bnt  very  little,  and  that,  notwithstanding  what  has  been 
daimed,  the  lower-grade  lumber  tbrmerly  exported  to  the  United 
States  has  not  yet  found  a  market  in  that  conn^y. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  declared  exports  fh>m 
this  district  (excluding  agency)  to  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal  year 
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eiidiug  June  30, 1898,  compared  with  the  fiscal  year  eudiog  Jane  30, 
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There  lias  been  a  decrease  of  $93,437.50  in  the  total  exports  to  the 
Uujted  States,  principally  in  pulp  wood,  wood  pulp,  and  lumber.  The 
high  duty  has  greatly  affected  the  lumber  industry  of  this  district. 
The  direct  exports  of  lumber  to  the  lJnit«d  States  have  mostly  ceased, 
ouly  $58,886.12  beiiig  shipped  this  year,  compared  with  $225,052.56  last 
year,  a  decrease  of  9166,166.44,  The  lumber  sent  to  the  United  States 
is  of  the  lower  grade;  the  better  being  sent  to  the  English  market. 

Owing  to  the  great  depth  of  snow  last  winter,  the  cut  of  logs  was  not 
as  large  as  uBual,  which  explains  the  decrease  iu  the  exportation  of 
pulp  wood. 

The  exports  from  the  consular  ^ency  of  Arthabaska  have  also 
decreased  considerably,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  statement: 

Declared  ralut  of  exporli  fron  Ikt  contnlar  agmof  of  AT0ia3>a»kn  U>  tkt  Unittd  Slattt 
during  the  final  ytar  ended  June  SO,  1S9S,  comportd  wilh  the  exfvrU  for  tk«  fiicali/tar 
ended  June  SO,  1837. 
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AQBICULTimE. 

This  consalar  district  embraces  within  its  limits  some  of  the  best 
farming  lands  in  the  province.  The  hoU  is  rich  and  level,  and  capable 
of  producing  all  the  cereals  grown  in  temperate  climates. 

The  farmers  have  been  blessed  with  a  very  fine  crop  this  year,  bat 
the  prices  have  generally  rnled  quite  low.  Klnch  hay  was  formerly 
exported  to  the  United  States,  bnt  its  exportation  has  been  completely 
stopped  by  the  high  duty  imposed  by  the  Diugley  tarit!'.  The  agricol- 
taral  interests  of  this  district  advocate  any  reasonable  concessions  to 
the  United  States,  providing  tbey  bring  aboot  lower  duties  on  agri- 
cultural prodacts. 

TBAnSPOBTATIOH. 

The  transportation  facilities  to  and  from  the  principal  points  in  this 
district  are  very  good.  The  Canadian  Pacific  Uailway ,  thedrand  Trunk, 
and  the  Canadian  Government  Railway  System,  connecting  with  the 
United  States  railway  system  to  all  points,  and  the  St.  Lawrence  Biver, 
with  its  many  connecting  canals,  furnish  speedy  and  cheap  means  of 
communieatioD,  which  should  greatly  encourage  trade  between  this 
district  and  the  United  States. 

POET  EEOULATIONS. 

The  harbor  of  Three  Rivera  is  very  good,  and  is  being  Improved  every 
year.  A  very  fine  dock  is  now  in  process  of  construction,  which  prom- 
ises to  give  much  better  accommodation  to  foreign  shipping. 

The  tonnage,  harbor,  and  wharfage  dues  levied  on  vessels  in  the  har- 
bor, and  on  goods  imported  to  and  shipped  from  the  port  of  Three 
Bivera,  are  as  follows: 

TOKNAOE  ilVKe. 

On  »1liiTerBtcameT8ortow1j(Mit8plyiii);in  or  to  the  harbor  of  Three  RiTera :  Whoa 
ftbove  20  tons  regieter,  91.50,  and  nben  nuder  20  tons  register,  91  per  royage. 

On  all  BcfaoDDers  and  bargee  of  frotii  25  to  80  tone  entering  aod  iieinK  the  harbor  of 
Three  Kivers;  For  the  first  trip  In  the  season,  3  cents  per  ton  register,  and  each  anc- 
oeoiling  trip  dnring  the  gewoD,  half  does. 

On  all  Bcbooners  anil  bargus  of  Trora  80  to  300  U 
For  the  tinit  trip  in  the  season,  3  cents  per  toa 
during  the  season,  half  dues. 

On  all  f;ii1f  ports  and  cieean  steamers  nsing  the  harbor  of  Three  Bivers  to  tAke  in 
or  (o  diBcharge  part  of  a  cargo :  If  that  part  cargo  does  not  exceed  600  tons,  3  oeute 
per  ton  on  Ihe  cargo  so  taken  in  or  discharged ;  if  above  BOO  tone,  for  each  dny  of 
twenty-four  lioiire  or  part  of  a  day  the  veesids  romain  In  the  harbor,  reckoned  from 
the  honr  of  their  nrrival  to  that  of  their  departure,  Sunday  excepted,  three-foarths 
of  a  cent  per  ton  register;  on  oil  other  reeselB,  per  day,  aa  aforesaid,  oue-half  of  a 


All  gooda,  wares,  and  merchandise,  including  lamber  and  goods  of  every  kind, 
impoTteil  or  exported  by  sea  te  or  Arom  any  ptiice  out  of  the  Frorince  of  Qnebec. 

Aud  all  ench  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into  or  exported  from  the 
•aid  port  of  Tliree  Bivera  to  or  from  United  States,  or  by  transit  from  any  other 
country  throngh  the  United  States,  whether  by  sea  or  otherwise. 

And  all  anch  goods,  wares,  and  merdiandiae,  including  produce,  live  stock,  etc,, 
imported  or  shippe<l  by  river  craft. 

And  all  timber,  logs,  Inmber,  and  wood  (;ooda  sent  to  or  directed  te  any  place  in 
or  out  of  the  Province  of  Qnebeo  for  transsliipmeot  or  any  other  purpose,  whether  by 
rail  or  by  water,  shall,  if  entering  or  clearing  at  the  cnstem-house  of  Three  Rivera, 
pay  to  the  colleoter  of  cnatomn,  and  in  nnv  other  rase  to  the  harbor  commiasiooere, 
acconliug  to  the  mles  of  articles  13  and  .'i^  of  the  by-laws,  the  following  rates : 

On  all  ipioda  and  merchandise  not  elsewhere  specified,  1  cent  per  100  pounds  weight. 
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hides,  cheese,  and  butter,  l>  cents  per  ton. 


On  bricks,  5  cents  per  thousand ;  cord  wood  2  cents  and  pulp  wood  3  cents  per 
cord ;  Inmber  and  timber,  3  cents  per  thouB&nd  feet  B.  M. ;  laths,  one-half  cent  per 
thonsand ;  shingles,  2  cents  per  thousand ;  railroad  ateepers,  15  oants  per  hundred; 
telegraph  poles,  25  cents  per  handred;  tanniug  bark,  5  cents  per  bundled  bundles. 


To  be  leTied  on  all  merchandise,  animals,  and  things  whatsoeTsr  landed  at  or 
shipped  from  the  commissi  oners'  wharves,  10  cents  per  ton :  All  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  not  else  where  specided.  Ten  cente  per  ton,  harbor  dues  included ;  Min- 
eral ores,  coal,  salt,  cement,  clay,  sand,  stones,  gypeuni,  snlphnr,  phosphate,  pis  and 
scrap  iron,  iron  casting,  chemicals,  pulp,  paper,  grain  of  all  kinds,  flour,  hay,  animaJa, 
rawoides,  cheese,  and  butter. 

Spteial. 

Lumber  and  timber,  10  oents  pet  thonsand  feet  B.  H. ;  pulp  wood,  7  cents  per  cord: 
flivwood,  G  cunts;  tanniug  bark,  10  cents  per  hundred  packets;  telegraph  poles,  50 
cents  per  hundred ;  railroad  sleepers,  2a  oents  per  hundred;  brloks,  10  cente  per 
thousaud ;  bsrbor  dues  also  jnclnded. 

On  alt  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  whatsoever,  the  quantitj  of  which  by 
weight,  uieauiirement,  or  other  mode  of  estimate  provided  for  in  the  tariET  can  not 
be  conveniently  asonrtained,  It  shall  lie  lawfol  for  the  oonuuissioneni  to  levy  a  rate 
of  one-Fourth  of  1  per  cent  of  the  value  thereof. 

The  ton  mentioned  in  the  tariff  of  wharfage  dues  shall  be  2,G00  pounds  weight,  or 
40  cubic  feet  meaeuremeut,  according  to  biirof  lading. 

aTAMVARD  V 


Ashes,  pot  or  pearl 3  barrels  to  1  ton 

Apples,  flour,  meal,  potatoes...... 9  barrels  to  1  ton 

Fish,  meats,  pitch,  tar . 7  barrels  to  1  ton 

Horses 2tol  ton 

Neat  cattle 3  to  1  ton 

Sheep 15  to  1  ton 

Swine 10  to  1  ton 

Each  entry  shall  pay  not  less  than  6  cents. 

Harbor  dues  and  wharfage  shall  be  charged  at  the  above  rates  on  all  merchandise 
discbarged  into  other  veesels  or  landed  on  the  whnrves,  whether  in  store  or  otherwise. 
Also  on.all  goods  shipped  from  off  the  wharves  or  out  of  the  stores. 

OOHHEBCIAL   LICENSES   AND   CBEDITS, 

There  are  no  e7>ecial  taxee  or  licenses  required  of  foreifniers  doing 
basiness  in  this  diatrict.  Americaua  are  at  liberty  to  come  aud  compete 
OD  the  same  coDditions  as  the  Canadians. 

The  basiness  methods  of  this  district  reqnire  lonjiier  credits  than  are 
nsuallf  pv«a  in  the  United  States,  l^inety  days,  and  in  many  instances 
as  moch  as  fonr  and  five  mouths,  are  given  by  Oanadian  and  British 
merchants,  vhieh  is  greatly  to  their  advantage  when  competing  with 
American  goods.  Longer  credits  should  be  given  by  American  mer- 
chants vishiug  to  do  basiness  in  this  district—the  sooner  the  better. 

OURBBHCT  AND  WAQES. 

There  has  been  no  change  lately  in  the  cnrrency  value.  The  rate  of 
exchange  is  ubont  the  same  as  last  year — one-eighth  of  1  i>er  cent. 
United  states  money  is  taken  at  ]iar,  and  there  is  considerable  in  circa- 
latiou  here. 
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The  vages  paid  in  tliis  district  are  quite  low,  and  the  supply  of  labor, 
with  the  exception  of  domestic  servaDts,  is  greater  thau  the  demuid. 
The  rates  are : 


C^ 

w^ 

ComnMnWwran 
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UNITED  STATES  GOODS. 

Our  goods  are,  as  a  gcDeral  rule,  badly  introduced  in  this  district. 
Onr  manufacturers  rely  too  exclusively  on  Canadian  wholesale  houses 
to  introduce  their  wares.  These  general  agents  usually  represent  many 
firms,  many  lines,  and  many  countries.  Their  efforts  are  as  divided  as 
their  lines  are  varied.  They  have  a  general  interest  in  all  the  goods 
they  handle,  coupled  with  a  natural  penchant  for  Canadian  and  British 
goods*  This  natural  penchant  and  general  interest  often  blocks  the 
way  of  superior  American  goods.  Our  manufacturers  slioald  send 
special  agents  to  study  the  wants  of  the  Canadians  and  to  push  the 
sale  of  their  wares.  These  agents  woald  have  a  particular  interest  in 
their  special  line,  and,  providing  they  are  endowed  with  "American 
push,"  could  certainly  doable  their  sftles  in  a  few  months. 

Ubbain  J.  Ledotjx,  Consul. 

Thbee  Ritbbs,  October  24,  1898. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT. 

TTDder  date  of  November  1, 1898,  Consul  Ledonx  sends  the  following 
editorial  from  the  Montreal  Daily  Star  of  October  20: 

THB  PRKPKRKNTIAI.  TARIPP. 

1898,  we  tuwl  ft  tariff 

!  most  otiier  (coods  m»de  t 

It  American  pnxlncte.     As  most  or  our  patcbases 

_  .    . .   .     .     ._.    Jniteil  StfttM,  this  was  expecteil  to  invreaeeonr 

patroQHge  of  the  enporters  of  the  beloved  mother  coiinCry  at  the  expense  of  the 
merchautfi  and  maDnfactnierH  of  the  American  Kepublic. 

DDrinf!  this  important  year,  onr  importn  from  Great  Britain  did  inoreaae.  They 
ailvaDced  from  a  little  over  $29,300,000  in  the  prerions  ;ear  tu  more  than  $32,300,000 
last  year.  Bnt  it  was  hardly  at  the  expense  of  the  American  exporter,  for  our  pnr- 
cbaaea  from  the  United  States  i^ew  horn  961,500,000  in  1896-»7  to  r78,100,OOO  in 
1K97-88.  That  Is,  onr  imports  increased  all  aronnd  with  a  rush;  bnt  the  British 
exporter  secnreil  very  mnch  less  than  his  fair  shara  of  the  increase,  let  alone  ^ttinK 
more  than  an  eqnal  share  of  it,irhicli  was  the  avowed  purposeof  the  FieldiD^  tariff 
The  result  was  pteoleel;  what  might  have  been  looked  for  if  the  taiitf  had  diHcrim- 
iuated  in  favor  of  the  United  States  and  agaiuet  Oteat  Britain 

This  in  the  more  remarkable  in  Tiew  of  the  fact  that  while  onr  exports  increased 
markedly  to  Great  Britaiii  and  the  world  in  general,  (bey  actually  decreased  to  the 
United  States.  The  Dio^loy  bill  was  emiuently  successful  in  killing  that  portion  of 
onr  trade  which  consists  in  the  sale  of  Canadian  produce  to  American  buyers;  and 
this  mnst  have  had  a  depressing  oQ'ect  on  the  other  section  of  our  trade  with  the 
American  people — i.  e.,onTpurchases  from  them.    Still,  these  pnrchases  increased  over 


the  preceding  year  by  $16,500,000,  while  at  the  same  time,  our  pnichaiteB  from  thkt 
"nuMt  favored  ooonlry,"  Britain,  incceasad  by  only  aomethimg like  43,000,000, 
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"CiSl 

847.60 

«» 

MANITOBA. 

-»-•■ 

8100.00 
17"751.1l 

8100.00 

lo.ios.zs 

$12,701.00 

t28.I23.00 
100.00 

"■■" 

C'.i 

H10lc 

NOBTH  AUEKICA:   DOMINION  OF  CANADA. 


HAXTTOBA— Contliind. 


Qo«rt«f 

"dtog- 

JuulM. 

Toul. 

Sept.  30. 

Dsc.Sl. 

naMcw-contuiHd . 

i^S 

*831.ia 

tUT.M 

m».i> 

14,000.17 

»ia.o«B.ii 

!4,1I14.W 

n.  013. 40 

AnMrlem  goads  retamad 

3.380.00 
(00. 04 

4,441.00 

3,«0fi.  13 
MM.UO 

a,  210. 37 

'{■S!S 

a,T21B0 

a.o«o:oo 

32,773.84 

00,018. 90 

*3,175-M 

110.307:15 

2,43S,0U 

I2,e01.M 

m.DM.» 

IT.4M.M 
10,  MS.  00 
13,IS«.0U 

W.BTt.M 

cm.  00 

M,"si9.14 

J4;»T1.00 

334.70 

3,732.4* 

0.820.30 

i,47<.M 

1,901.00 

»!SS 

1,180.00 

moo 

4,030.00 

1U,330.M 

7>g,TV7.M 

207,16«.KT 

"■"•■'■ 

W0,«74.4» 

NEW  RRVNa^VlCK. 


"""d^IToZT. 

13,400.38 

84,788.00 

•3,T&7.0a 

38,201.00 

IS.  00 

130.00 

"■Si 

2».00 

e4.B»B.oo 

800.00 

400.00 

77.  MI.  38 

80.370.00 

S4.208.S2 

04,041.08 

204. 038.  28 

311.S0 

lOS.OO 

7,88&.e2 

i,"oio.oo 

1,118.00 

1031.40 
4. 151 70 

«.8n.to 

1M.7B 

1.218.80 

i,0U.'22 
0,205.17 

15,140.10 

14. 770.  TO 

8,»50.90 

»,»so.so 

fmertan  loga  und  Id 

33,808.30 

243.00 

IS,  on.  70 

14.140.20 

18.357.04 

28.843.01 

■ORCTOII. 

isioo 

1.418.2a 
1,817.  SO 

S4S.O0 

TiA: 

814.  so 
6,859.82 

l,tSLS8 

14.00 

888.07 

j.oiaio 

2,a37.» 

I,»0.SO 

"'"S'pl-Ur 

J«0.^ 

»SS.GO 

0. 048.  IS 

3,TTT.0O 

•i.z.n 

UuidnMCtdutn 

C.oo^i 
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COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


NEW  BRinff8WICK-( 


Artldu. 

endlng- 

TeUl. 

Sept.M. 

!>«.». 

Uu.ai. 

Jd»30. 

Hiiier>U-C<n>llDD«l. 

120,035.40 
20m.  60 

100.00 

1,085.00 

i;«o.oo 

•"'mI'ts 

•40.105,40 
0.5W.K 

?'.;:ifet'""'" 

i,«>s.oa 
lotoo 

^%^ 

(30.00 

805,00 

1.620.00 

314.00 

2;  335.15 

4SZ.00 

SO.  00 

iss.oo 

8,040,00 
»;il27.13 

470.00 
1.548.50 

6,403.05 

wSoi: 

340.00 

ijo.oo 
4,««e.«s 

G,011.2a 

I:~ 

718.50 

4,000.09 
1.577,17 

ilm":!! 

B«rd«,bUukg,et« 

US.2S 

80.00 

4T,  aa.  14 

«0,2»4.58 

0,750.58 

30. 301. 78 

140,  TO,  00 

NtWCASTLK. 

Amerlan  gMd*  retanwd 

Tlih: 

m.oo 

10.00 

».«8.71 

5T.W7.M 

80.00 

1.012.4.'i 

I,0«S.27 

9,707.*) 

10,224.10 

5T3.30 

.  m.70 

1,307.20 
2:20<LB1 

2, 328.  as 

530.00 

•ss 

s.se«.5o 

42. 045.  M 
1.009. -.5 

1ft  487.82 

IS. 020. 40 
a;B2S.03 

assij 

IbKi^""'^' 

5,220.28 

l.3IB.3» 

si.4tG.eo 

52,J47,lr7 

00.026.80 

03.272.84 

WCBIBDCTO. 

»,00 
BIO.  so 

40.00 

8.000.02 

854.15 

20.00 

7,40i00 

Ml.  80 

0.000.97 

8,178.15 

20,  UO 

W,    AKDUWi. 

.,.» 

2.850.00 
2T.600.00 

^  075. 00 
31.011,00 

oSSS.  retained  to  Kii  ifuittd 

4,046.00 
03,00 

010,00 

30,425.00 

4.106.00 

BT.  JOHK. 

057,81 

170,40 

1.810,00 

o;  548, 10 

352.60 

2UO.0O 

325: 00 

835,00 

122,  H3 

2.042.W 

48.081!  10 

7,4Sl,B7 

6,372.00 

1.^50 

456.00 

10. 400. 90 

■■S:S 

1, 7^7.  GO 
1,315,00 

fSi!? 

330.22 

n'mug 

S,58;t.80 
M.8J0.8a 
4030.50 

2:346,50 
18,142,48 

NORTH   AMERICA:   DOMINION   OF   CANADA. 


427 


NEW   BRUNSWICK -Cod  ([□  OS 


Articli* 

Q.««, 

BOdlBg- 

Total, 

S«pt.30. 

1100.31. 

M>r.31. 

Juki  30, 

ST.  JOHB-COIltiUIKd. 

0,884.23 

aw,  00 

•4».00 
«,*2«.41 

»1,2»7,00 

tI12.N) 
13.7ftl.B7 

OOS,M 

ft,4as.oa 

fS,lB9.<3 

t.ta.x 

'is 

TW.M 

SU.OD 

m.K 

7SO.00 

2:117:77 

i,«ji,» 

s.m<ii) 

3,1M.80 
T90.10 

Kclatoed  American  good* .... 

*^SM30 

w.toLia 

I.Tftl.M 

S,5M9T 
2,72«.28 

2,13S,00 
822,800.82 

^-^i„ 

».M3.Bl» 

a:  Maw 

.4;t£S 

218,  K 
JSB.BU.T9 

2,s3b:oo 

N1,T5«.*0 

Msai-u 

W'.ITft.m 

414,034. 40 

1,470, 708. 2» 

Agr^««lpr<^u«.. 

I05LSO 

M.0O 
VM.OO 

Anln.nl*;'" 

100.  (W 

80.00 

1W.O0 

IM.OO 

iji.00 

240.00 

411.00 

moo 
eu.oo 

tioodii  retamed'to  the  ijnitsd 

m.oo 

9».W 

1.063.00 

770.00 
137.00 
683.00 

1BO.O0 

U.O0 

5T.O0 

SW.00 

2,400.00 

1.272. 00 
0M.00 

30.00 

».<. 

100.00 

SOlOO 

osoioo 

400  00 
4,050.00 

iw.oo 
I,  ISO.  00 

2M.6a 

BS.OO 
3.iO0.IM 

S,«D(I.OD 

1.8H0.OO 

00,00 

0,  860,00 

is 

MO.  00 

404,00 

2SO.O0 
4,442.00 

7,»1.(» 

3.  aw.  00 

2.036.06 

17,027.00 

11,219.00 

1S.3M.M 

13,0O!;.OO 

10.081,00 

»,J1S.00 

t.S«.DI> 

i,ios.oo 

».0i5,00 

^mu 

1M.S0 

22t!oo 

2,O30,TS 

117,50 

804,00 
IDS.  DO 

urn!  00 

8M,00 

nS!S 

812,60 

IdmlM 

3J,B10.7S 

COMMEBCIAL   RELATIONS. 


NBW  BRUNSWICK— CouUnoMl. 


Arllclt*. 

Qn^tormdln,- 

ToUl. 

Sept-W. 

DetM. 

Mw.81. 

Jnneao. 

81,007.00 

578. 3U 

240.00 

4,045.70 

mss 

487.03 
61.30 

81.007.00 

(2,200.00 

Trao-M 

1,8%.  00 

"•^S 

"•as 

1,036.00 

177.50 

!!.423.50 
848.00 

1,800.00 

Me.  80 

^s.'Sili::^:^^' 

310.00 

218.80 

4M.0O 

*3.Mg.M 

t3.oa8.w 

ii.w5.ia 

17,fl!7.t« 

Amerlcw     loga    (Haliw.  St. 

Bu.oa 

7M.0O 
2.608.03 
724.00 

4  814.00 

1,140,00 

8,708.50 

8,054.00 

10.24S.33 

4,042.03 

28.  ML  St 

NEWrOTTNDLAND. 

BI.  JOHNS. 

*4e.««.o« 

10:M8.(B 

U.  050. 00 
US.  00 

41.420.47 
•0.870.00 
2,««4.40 

«14,740.B8 

a  022. 84 

7,500.00 

407.00 

tsu 

8,070;57 

K%m.ia 

101.«Si.Bl 

*4,740,07 

10.802.84 

NOVA  aCOTIA. 

^^L». 

»I,18S.7S 

•l.S!W.M> 

8372.60 

»1E 

83,117.75 

^^:;::::::::::::::::: 

1, su.ro 

4.T78.W 

M,0«8.7« 

ails.  60 

4,833.60 
S.2S 

4207.70 

22.  MB.  10 

.,«!:!! 

2.I73.M 

1.320.60 

8,020.75 

11,61J.6» 

S.U4.7S 

0,19«.2a 

20.806.10 

7oo!hi 

20.360.00 

10.00 

30,000.00 

i,eB«.oo 

200.00 

7.8M.00 

2.000.00 

7,880.00 

30,090.00 

21.710.00 

UICHIT. 

102.60 
1B7.50 

,.«.- 

1. 058.00 

NORTH  AMERICA;    DOMISIOH  OP  CANADA. 


NOVA  SCOTIA-Conllnoed. 


ArOol«. 

ernllDg- 

S.PCM. 

Deo.  31. 

M^.31, 

JoneSO. 

ToUL 

WHM 

tl21-9« 

C71fi.» 

WUiM 

1.035.00 

4M.0D 
100.  W 

121.50 

B.  050. 60 

Sra'!".;:::;:.:::::;;;:-; 

l,118.» 

1,M0.00 

i  »o.  re 

550. » 

i,«ig.oo 

1.  too.  00 

aSSSife:::::::::::::::::. 

IW.W 

»TO».TB 

3!O.00 

2.  MS.  00 

2.046.1X1 

ton.  at 

i.a!i.(» 

4.001.20 

l.DW.OU 

40.011 

1.SW.W 

l.«H.» 

SZO.UO 

e,  830.  20 

12.550.45 

1.SWI.O0 

188.(10 

4.  MO.  00 

'«$ 

i».n) 

sou.  00 

270.00 

i.  018. 00 

lis.  00 

5.077.M 

2.(na.io 

io,m.o» 

8,  MO.  00 

DIOBT. 

100 

13.00 

a.  00 

2.00 

u.i)o 

8.00 

'"ilf.but.    .. 

IS3.DD 

j,sa.oo 

i.Ma.00 

1,*)J.I)0 

4.  an.  DO 

2.3M,00 

7  812.00 

3,17; 

101 

2a,*3i 

1,2I£.U0 

44.  UO 

t.8fie.oo 

*,TglOO 

888.00 

ii.wtoo 

■•"as 

a,  123.  00 
124.  DO 

so.  00 

^oo 

so.  00 

4S.00 

3,tK.«0 

e,!i»i» 

1,710.00 

7.184.00 

4S,UftMI 

ss,m.iKi 

MT&OO 

24.745.00 

FAUMJ, 

T,41S.J3 

tm.ii 

Curtuge 

»«.■« 

SMOO 

«.an.2g 

7M.'m 
4.374.10 

i,'o«3:m 

1.770.00 
U,  481.1! 

s,M8:e8 

FKh^ 

!»,««».  SI 

ai.ouff.ai 

401.  HI 

BMk* 

■iSM 

COUUEBCIAL  BBLATIONS. 


NOVA  SCOnA-CoDUiiiuid. 


ArtlclM. 

Quart*- ending— 

Total. 

B«pt.80. 

Dad.  31. 

MH.ai. 

Jnoa  30. 

Flail— CoiitiDne<): 

SS!! 

Ml.  08 
7M.» 

ass 

ti.soa.4T 

10.014.78 

»1».887,»2 

200.00 

010.34 

'A'i 

90.00 
8.Ja2.TJ 

273,30 
4,701.07 

230.60 

i,tlS.«8 

slosiue 

4.376.83 
7,884.00 

21,608.04 

«7<.48 

140.60 

214. 76 

260.00 

120.00 

S03.IU 

Its.  80 

3,  ooo.es 

12«,1IS.M 

ITS.MT.aO 

103.008.57 

S5.3S5.08 

«-"- 

S.438.TB 
0.211. 00 

«5Q.«I 

112.00 
Si.  IK 

iSS 

8.006.00 

4. 828. 60 

387.50 

700.00 

1,ML70 
M.OO 

1U.0S 

SI.  71 

10, 345. » 

7.2»S.ai 

1SS.06 

B.  063.71 

Slab:       ""''™"" 

8.IM.«0 

4,642.00 
1,300.00 

2,mo.«o 

TM.90 
l,lrW.3B 

245.18 

a.m.00 

NS:S 

120.45 
14.4SS.M 

7,B33.M 

4.1M.W 

3.802.06 

lJ.fl33.81 

3.042.00 

4.404.00 

20.4^.41 

i.»7y«s 

«... 

33.80180 

"•iio^w 

IfkOO 

3t.618.10 

148.25 
a68.1D 

8.088.12 

8.342.00 

4.404.00 

30.487.11 

luoDUBH  ai.unM.a 

1. 00 

i,m.oa 

^^.% 

"■SS 

4.380.00 

2,0H.U 

P*M«WO. 

7.m.oo 

•■■^s 

3,608.00 

12,383.00 

■^ss 

albiiagenojU  theUogdalen  Iiiluida  vudlgcDntlnned  I>MeinbeT31,t3»T. 


KOETH  AMEBICl :   DOMINION  OF  CANADA. 


NOVA  SCOTIA-CoDtlDiwd. 


^^ 

Quarter  Mdiiif- 

8«pl.M. 

I>ee.ai. 

Ibr.tl. 

June  80. 

Totol. 

•M.0O 
1,050. 00 

•tSiS 

11,412.00 
3,152.00 

8.084.00 

10,  548.  DO 

10.  «ai.  DO 

818.00 

11,337.00 

*3.5fie.0D 

8,8W.IW 

IM.OO 

3, 20).  00 

«T,M 

12.508.00 

3.229.00 
I.4M.00 

U2.0D 

330.00 

*.«!;» 

tsis 

82B.00 

7,203.00 

2H.6o 

288.00 

M.  813. 00 

18.tBS.00 

.1,040.00 

33.842.00 

K,  803. 00 

<     US 

}         1.71»,» 

41,038.50 
404.00 

loiioo 

r       2S,I48.SB 

ie«.oo 

i:  314. 50 

'!i:S 

M,00 

81.00 

1S7.0O 
0,788.50 

2.BM.00 

232.32 

3S2.00 

1.500.00 

1,002.00 
13.23 

13.22 

A'i 

S.  282. 13 

*1.0M.M 

6.T31.1S 

040.32 

43.085.50 

00,300.98 

POM  BAWat,BUn. 

90.00 

100.  w 

3M.O0 

WO.  00 

TM.BO 
«,  808.00 

US.  00 

80.00 

020.00 

HarHDg.  Aftlted  and  fiwh. . 

MtS^rtl'™" 

IB.  0*2. 08 

758.30 

28,708.58 

^S 

11,311.00 

20,800.30 
1,403.00 

3B.1W.50 

1,423.00 

SBo.oe 

702.60 

1!».20 

280.00 
BO,  00 

409.  «D 

30,  Ml. » 

8,902.00 

w.w 

31,0«.7» 

«,«.o™™. 

80.00 

12S.00 
*,02S.OO 

U3:00 

"■I??!: 

1,400.00 
2,533!  00 

Wood,  and  muurutiin*  dT; 

11,  aw!  00 

■■aii! 

2,1S7.00 
2. 807. 00 
0.1*8.00 

X'^kSST'^" 

2^m™ 

128.00 

33.00 

25.00 

21.8)12.00 

lS.3Si00 

0.454.00 

1(,  252.00 

PnOWABH  iHD  WiUiCB. 

'■ffi^ 

3,582.00 
220.00 

12,102.30 
803.50 

COMMERCIAL   RELATIONS. 


NOVA  SCOTIA— OoDtiiiDsd. 


■ 

QMrWrendlug- 

S*pt.  80. 

l.».Sl. 

Uu-.Sl. 

JdmBO. 

«aw^H*».«*^ci.^. 

*i.sat.GO 

400.00 

I1.4U.90 

t38».B0 

♦3,702.00 

ToUI 

8.'OM.S0 

1.U0.BO 

$380.00 

7.108.00 

17,168.00 

17.00 

i.2ai.ii 

iiiM 

laliTsiso 

1.338. 00 

8,268.80 

J.TI8-W 

BU.oa 

Z3S.O0 

S'prir"™''*"^'"' 

i.  6*6. 66 

■  ibIoo 

IB.  00 

B1.00 

B,m89 

1,164.  W 

1, 8*3.  to 

M.S70.00 

33.338.80 

BTDireT. 

18,878.00 
&,Z34.00 

IS;!! 

I1.KIB.KI 

12,8*3.00 

27.328.70 

81,»1S.30 

80.206.00 

FW.^                 

LDbalfn— 

8.0*1.50 

It,  930.00 

aiosilsB 

8;  261. 00 

'•'TS 

Sa,  lOT.  10 

«,8SS.OO 

2*,  MO.  OS 

37,offr.oo 
eio.oo 

40.00 
«*1.10 

17,  KB.  70 

»,85«.B0 
28,30160 

110.888.08 
108;  02*.  60 

™»- 

HODHhold  goods  uid]wn»nal 

3OT.00 

II 

so2.a 

OK.  60 

«,7«.B0 

38.3S8.10 
IIO.SO 

307.00 

at,  OK.  76 

112. 27*.  36 
1.  111.  61 

(6;*38.6« 

TtBMODTH. 

l.SM,e9 

0.130.46 
12.880.00 

*680:7O 
ZT.M 

e.403,O.T 

3,*S3.M 

FiBb.  pickled,  dried,  elo. ; 

!.S15.00 

SOU.  00 

1,201:00 
1,G«4.00 
317.  M 
1,812.  SO 

1.ST3.M 

«,«os.oo 
m.oo 

»».0I> 

"■'io.T«6."M 

1,802.00 

SIS.  BO 
2,tt4.00 
1,M».76 

3BB.00 

1.623.60 
S.*««.00 

*07.60 

1.803.60 

i.JM.00 

002.00 

23L00 

'""^^r^.r!^.:.... 

MO.00 
400.00 

5s 

JT.OO 

160.00 

5*7.00 

1!!! 

6*.  70 

M.aii.11 

Z7,S8S.S8 

ao.«i.B7 

86,772.11 

m.tM.n 

NORTH  AUEBICA:   DOMINIOH  OF  CANABA. 


ONTABIO. 


QurMr 

«rftog- 

TotaL 

aapt.30. 

Deo.  31. 

Mar.ll. 

Jim«80. 

(1M.W 

81,683.16 

81,371.38 

•SIS 

623.60 

lis.  00 

178.  S8 

1.110.00 

is:  186.98 

tl,513.00 

1,720.88 

».iii:S 

i».m.n 

s,sao.4i 

«CI.Bfll.68 

20.  an.  73 

i7,iao.M 

T,  80S.  88 

21,130.15 

68,633.01 

•0.00 

8,613.00 

1.625.00 

S*,1M.T0 

■■■■n.'M^OT 

!:S:S 

101.06 
S,768.M 

1.911.U 

"■StS 

n.3is.8] 

1,788.85 

4»i:S 

«»■!:!! 

i.«i.'66 

111.118.33 

186.73 

070.07 
1,778.01 
'  310  00 
1.7SS.78 

ML  00 

131.00 
2.878.80 

^s 

^is 

^gS:?S 

0,853.31 

40,6H.ll 

7,630.06 

m.ii 

78.59 

ToUl 

111,  MS.  M 

!OT,BT«.W 

80,6(2.28 

UU,  617.  IS 

578,027.18 

510.00 

170.00 

680  00 

Ell.OO 

1,100.00 
8,3a3!i5 

8.300.60 

1,300.00 

S,BS8.00 
10,806.76 

l.ULX 

"■SS 

ilfM.^ 

100.00 

1311.60 
13.810.80 

^ffi:lg 

ss 

1.328.50 
U,  603. 11 

1,738.00 

3,000.10 

S;m:?S 

i.SS5.00 
SW.>3 

i,  817. 20 

United   BtatM    prodniita  »- 

110.00 

loaoo 

Tow 

17,B«a.«S 

B2,830.U 

6, 380  26 

23,016.18 

83,731.83 

' 

UftOO 

361.00 

oooioQ 

16,000.00 

881. 08 

g^^- 

26.000.00 

178,00 
1,000.00 
£870.00 
S,1«.00 

Si 

1.800.00 
8.715.00 
8.8K.00 

1,660.00 
lo:iU.0O 
30,180.00 

8.310.00 

"■Jii'oo 

858.00 

>-SS! 

375.00 
317.00 

30.00 

UO.DO 

'•mS! 

I^»™«lAn-ric«««-, 

««.00 

888.00 

9,257.00 

18,864.00 

17,  SOL  00 

37,562.00 

81,067.00 

O  E— TOL  1— 


COHUEBCIAL  EBLATIONS. 


ONTABIO-CsnUnnad. 


Azlld«. 

Qn»n»r 

ndlng- 

Total, 

Sept.  30. 

Dao.Bl. 

MK.ai. 

Juno  30. 

»rock™^ 

t5,UI>.Tt 

•(,088.17 
t,UO.O0 
10,290.18 

aw.  00 
zoo!  so 

1.190.81 

18.11L5S 

376.00 

"•as 

21.279. 93 

•'SSg 

17,887,73 

1.899-80 

6;»6s,«2 

8.205.78 

11.177.17 

II.  160.  M 

Retumad  Dnlted  Stalw  prod- 

1,110.88 

8HL00 

ug.oo 

s<,aM.Ti 

11.27B.W 

31,280.83 

28.317.10 

CHArHAK. 

l.lOl.M 

''»47.» 
8.830.03 
320.00 

821.80 

0.381.00 
119.00 

■■SE 

8.iib;.oo 

1WS.00 

■■!S:S 

293.70 

•■'SS 

s% 

182.  Ot 
M.0O 

B.  US.  S6 
3S0.38 
300.00 
1.380.00 
EMROO 
13.  OK,  16 
135.09 

^^t^J^i^goo^.... 

128.00 

160.00 

i^S 

WD.  00 

2i.st9.sa 

S.  788. 25 
31. 919. 99 

81.003.18 

iii.oo 

1M.00 

1S2.W 

B.  too!  00 

•■ss 

10,880.11 

1,3»1.T5 

180.78 

87,721.  OT 

10.028.70 

21.627.11 

58.889.83 

CtiFK*. 

103.78 

80.00 

178.00 

285.00 

ia-go 

115.00 

'•bS:SS 

3,»0«.1>0 

^^n 

112.88 
379,91 

173.01 

G2>:7G 

ISO.OO 

BBltt 

110. 83 

800,00 

LOSO.OO 

8,811,78 
887,« 

3.100.00 

SI.  OIL  » 

887.10 

Kowmed  Am^cMi  (^irf«. . . . 

4Si 

in.  78 

181.70 

Wi.2S 

312.50 

M.  Mi.se 

20.196.M 

8,331.18 

7,657,»1 

81.079.21 

idbyGoOgIc 


NORTH  AMERICA  :   DOMIinOll   OP  CANADA. 


ONTABIO— CddUd  iHd. 


AltlolM. 

Qn«r««M.dlDg- 

Sept.M. 

Dso.31. 

Mw.SI. 

Jiu»3a. 

Total 

dBl.OO 
4,S7B.»0 
tH2.«0 
4,80*.  IS 

1,170.00 

807.23 
4H.82 

1.  oil  00 

840.00 

6.700.03 

50.00 

OS), 05 

11. 308, 16 

7.338.06 
5.054.00 

13, 010.  IB 

moo 

1,471.33 
404.82 

Si!  00 

CO.  00 

.86 

30.44 

a.  170. to 

ii,iee.»s 

7,101.02 

10.188.07 

34,715.50 

1U.00 
I,»«B.O0 

1.535.00 

3,002.00 

1,004.00 

144.00 

225.00 

SSS 

878,00 

144.00 

1,903.01 

t^-^ 

2,700.70 

iloaoioo 

11, 014. M 

11,231.32 

2,278.00 

3,900.70 

20,330.34 

S.26 

6.25 

80.75 

1,371. » 

2,  584.  00 

526-00 

01,  980.  S) 

a!  201:2s 

2,  MR.  00 

5:90 
3.00 

810.70 

OB.  75 

awtioo 

186.00 

2M.O0 

33.586.17 
1. 050.30 

2:oo«:oo 

42.W4.02 

i,Me.40 

1«,  010.41 

42:00 

T,  S40!  72 
2.00 

37.60 

'•■•tu 

OT.ib" 

9,407.57 

3,00 
0.418.55 

84B.70 
(30,70 

4.B74.U 

'iSS 

72. 7*101 

77,488.04 

480.44 

54.9W.12 

155,704.47 

1.444.5S 

6,7*1.02 

1 

mSS 

AmaHungoodinUnrDed 

moo 

1,010.00 

4,812.81 

320.00 

'90,00 

[,550.08 

113,888.85 

»s;i 

4o.uo.'ia 

1,000.00 

0,884.00 

427.60 

■00.00 

4i'o6 

107.70 

tin 

2.342.23 

4,227.90 
11, 500. 00 

31 

17&75 

1, 133.04 
032.30 
800.00 
768.20 
300.00 

1,007,87 
6«,.0O 

300.00 
•,849.00 

l.TST.OO 
1, 000. 00 

380.00 

720.00 

I  Ml' So 

Op^ 

],4«L0« 

?SiS;Kfci-u:"-:--::-- 

Loon.  00 

i,*iM.'io' 

i.~i8i.'7s' 

1,115.00 

N^SS 

1.MO.0O 

20.00 

200.00 

1,196.00 

m-ao 

107.96 

COMUEBCUL  RELATIONS. 


ONTAiaO-CDDtlDiuil. 


Artlcln. 

Qurtw 

ending- 

Total. 

Sopt*^ 

Dec.!!. 

M«r.81. 

JniMSO. 

roBt  CBi>— wntiniwd. 

*ais.oo 

«!! 

8720.00 

I.MD.OO 

i-SSS 

SoIktH  knd  bone  trmpplngg. . . 

"■!$« 

8,000.00 

506.408. 82 

•8S,S50.M 

•5.882.87 

27. 4*7.  OS 

WET  WIU^-. 

2,»n.io 

118.  M 

1,801.06 

026.00 
16.880.00 

1,200.00 

«;2oo.oo 

».^» 

3D,aiB.oo 

5. 807.50 

62,002.80 

ItatSrnBd  AmeriMii  iaoit  of 

30S.IW 

b.m.6a 

is,  BO.  00 

3M(».M 

11,«0.*0 

18,630.00 

26.2««.«6 

OAI.T. 

US.M 

2,732.00 

'StlS 

IN.  00 

»o.oo 

2iB23.00 

moo 

..SIS 

-   2,080.37 

'SS 

161.00 

],MO.I» 

Ml.  00 
l.TWl-OO 

i.M7.00 

1,038.01 

*-i^:S 

Fniita,pMr«»ndpliiinii 

1,7W.00 

BZ3.00 

85.00 

ISS 

so3.oa 

to.  00 

«3«.Q0 

13,883.00 
4W.0O 

43.00 

i.»moo 

3,883.66 

374. 00 

740.00 

g,Baa.oa 

S,«3S.OO 

262.28 

i;o3a.oo 

Returned  Ameri™!  giiii*. — 

110.00 
1,ST0.00 

458.00 

851.81 

"-JSiS 

.aw.  60 

228.00 
2,250.00 

101.06 

^t^n 

2,a».oo 

i,7so.oo 

i'68i.50 

2a.asg.6o 

83,288.00 

IK,  130. 00 

ig,«7i.ai 

04.408.81 

OUUJH. 

3.  HO.  00 

TOO.  SO 

1,BJ7.B0 

400.00 

lOfi.K 
8*7. 1» 
200.00 

170.00 
M.00 

6.426.00 

66roa 

•.381.06 

i'sis-w 

^moo 
iM«!oo 

l,2SS.0O 
46.00 

'■Is 

uoiss 

1,183.38 

Ik  610.  M 

16.700.90 

Is  682. 46 

84.  OS 

2,62^86 

7*0. 1» 

2,os«.ai 

8,470.83 

»,m.M 

80, 870. 04 

14.788,70 

21,002.26 

76,  US.  01 

S.1ST.T1 

318.00 
400.00 

NSS 

40.00 

NORTH    AMEEICA  :    DOMINION    OF   CANADA. 


ONTABIO-timllnued. 


Article.. 

B«rt.ao. 

De«.». 

Uar.Sl, 

j™m. 

HAim.TO»— conUnned. 

•Ml.  00 
1M.00 

a,m.zi 

2,614.78 

*^M 

6,808.07 

iisj.66 

88.08 

2.280.00 

1281. » 

2S.0O 

804.00 

moD 

1,*7B.0T 
893.  so 

•.Ma  00 

818.  OO 
814.00 
],J00.00 

1.000.00 
1,»70.« 

12,400.00 

39100 

OWOO 

BOS.  00 
200.00 

ie.l0T.M 

2i.«O.0O 

•,010.91 

14,882.76 
50.001.00 

Horus  1  Canadian  and  Ameri- 

MM.  00 

1,(6100 

0,110.00 

8.771.30 

moo 

MO.  00 

«i8.oa 

7*0.00 
6U.80 
B,»0«.O5 

S13.00 

IZ:^ 

3,UM.24 

17,180.32 
8.800- 20 

476.00 

soioo 

14T.00 

aMee.67 

B.0S».t6 

It,  318.00 

i7»:7« 

52,527.01 

««:!! 

ww^i;ii;i;d:;:;::::::::: 

0.M4.U 

8;4«:«8 

mmw 

41. 015.  W 

64, 038.88 

«4,u«.6a 

1. 100. 61 

■••is 

9,2K.2i 

3,  BTS.  17 
1,070.81 
I,1N>.00 

8a»:D0 

788.17 

4.  moo 

1.123: 31 

1.239.S7 
B, 071, 10 

1,008.0« 

25.00 
T02.g0 
7S-00 

S,UB.»4 

"■ffiS 

381- OU 

ON.n 

■iX 

•■^.s 

•H.U 

8,017.88 

flOl.OO 

..8«,00 

M,m.m 

B1,1«4.M 

14,716.45 

38,  DM.  78 

138.208.00 

A^UI<nbr»dlDgpan»»i 

1,830.00 
200.00 
t8t.00 

ioe.00 

8,413.00 
SU.M 

«».Da 

4,881.76 

leoioo 

17.004,75 

300.  OO 

i,»«i.oo 

Sins 

5.410.00 

430.00 

meo 

mii 

EECIAL   EELATI0N8. 


ONTAIUO-CootlDnad. 


.^. 

ftlMTtn 

raidlng- 

Sept.  SO. 

D«.ll. 

M.r.  31. 

JiuieSO. 

Total 

"»»-™"-"' 

•n2.M 

tsu.ss 

tiss 

•040.00 

i3,ioi.'io 

^go.» 

f.Z.S 

10,341.13 
7,1)00.00 

e,4U.oo 

43. 018. 38 
2,512.00 

7.  OSS.  00 

0,400.00 
380.04 
400.00 

1. 071!  00 

'S-JSS 

20,143.00 

E<>r>«  for  ^Ing  iiud  eibiU- 

TS&.S3 

^JSU 

1.00L42 

830.87 

tsts 

4U.08 

K8.W 

itv.oo 

8,»T4.0* 

4.313.42 

4,484.48 

^'Ssoo 

16,081: 75 

3,000.00 

sSs 

1,M5.00 

3.811.00 

523.00 
4.348.48 

538.30 
12,283.40 

a,iM3.<[i 

M,lW.tf 

71.124. 00 

48,404.05 

in,883.76 

1,1M.M 
370.00 

].2t8.KI 

388.  OO 

»».00 

wo.  00 

283.00 

■■ffiS 

3,n>.82 

ULOO 

«7.» 

•■sz 

278. » 

110.00 

>o«.oo 

8SO.00 

Sisi'c-i^if,'™^.":'.'""':! 

1,110. 00 

300.01) 

76.00 

300.00 

i.M&aD 

4,s4a.oe 

1.0S6.S0 

LOW.  82 

14,083.31 

HAPANIB. 

170.00 
1.217.00 
1:405.00 

iliosioo 

'Sl 

8,813.00 

3.U8.00 

a,2S2.M 

3,740.50 

4.013.00 

7,211.10 

220.00 

1S.1W.00 

11. 03100 

l>.«M,7S 

io.on.» 

50. 830. 36 

i.2ii:i2 

344. 334.  R& 
1,«31.» 

245  «. 

4« 

7.401 
W2.M0 
3,704 

4!SS 

^\S.^ 

1,2M.47 

1,172.85 

70.00 

40.00 

i»(i,»ra.47 

347,g34.M 

230,B».01 

3.47M2 

S83;8iS.iO 

7,043.00 

1,686.00 

1,416.  SB 

B.08S.U 
1.180.00 

O.OK.H 
513.00 

8Uii«l- 

l^7M.» 

3a.  004.  SB 

"'■■i;ia.» 

n.>n:n 

NOBTH  AMERICA:   DOMINION  OF  CANADA. 


OKTABIO-CrattBDad. 


AMlole.. 

QtiBtor 

«dtag- 

M«r.3l. 

JuolO. 

TotA 

Sept.  30. 

D«.31. 

•1-.S:S 

*}:SS:5 

PM-M 

24^444.'l3 

MOAWA. 

4.130.00 

^S!! 

"■iS!! 

430,12 

iD.uj.(io 

uo-w 

HO.  00 

en.  00 

2,810.00 

000.00 

8.000.00 

44:14«:dO 
^3^.60 

I.0S2.00 
334.00 
4SS.00 

i».ia.n 

1,483.60 

'^Ss 

m-ta 

1,031.00 

"■^iS 

138.00 

8«,604.8e 

1.SSI.0O 
4(W.D0 

481.30 
300.00 

7.644.01 

1,811.60 

237,28 

170.00 

1,600.73 

'•SS5 

2,783.00 

0,840.  le 

3,008.47 

U.WO.tT 

343.60 

81,966.06 

114.30 

3.O4O.00 
1,076.00 

4:600.30 

101.46 

siB.oe 

462.00 

B4S.00 
lit.  00 

WS.7B 

402.00 

344.00 

lie.  00 

130.00 
300.  H 
1.906.02 
1,481.26 

''"^M 

233.03 
i*.6t7.M 

1,004.04 
18, 000. 28 

aoa.00 

2.803.89 
40,780.8! 
B,  346. 00 

iSSS 

810,  Oil.  IS 
176,  too.  93 
m  307.  TO 

111:383. 40 

100,313. 03 

604.00 

S.BD3.M 

B.M«,e2 

180,400.01 
07.735.00 
4,600.75 
11,753.47 

2,«0g.48 
208.681.63 

'4:0*7.76 

206.20 
10,U>.B3 

1.000.00 

240  00 

677:33 

411.  70 
1,112.00 
1,100.24 

1.070.0J 

0.338.30 

ISLOO 

140.06 

2^218.00 

U.12S.M 

2.740.01 

ass 

8,070.73 
a.Z34.3t 
1,001.50 

21.291.44 

l,0O2.K 

1.761.20 
221.48 

4,466.28 
4,636.04 

1,633.80 

lirs 

380,«S4.80 

290,144.63 

290,514.00 

404,387.23 

1,8«5,««0.11 

rAutMsaioK. 

30.00 
480.00 

Sirl'.'^.'rrr^r^. 

102.00 

I.4W.O0 

840. !S 

8. 28a!  It 
047.00 

703.00 
1,000.60 

240.00 

li  000.26 

a.i«a.ia 

1,232.03 
hSOO.OO 

6,217.06 

Hog. 

1,10«>,«I 

COUMEBCIAL  BELATIOKS. 


ONTABIO-ContlDiwd. 


Axtll 

«.dfi.g- 

lotaL 

BeptM. 

Deo.  SI. 

Har.Sl. 

Jnne80. 

PAUBMTOW— oontlniied. 

*3«S.OO 
IM-DO 

•1, 088. 00 

•^JSS 

8180.00 

2,815.00 

180.00 

M.WT.7S 

n.  047.  GO 

•lOT.lO 

i.'E2i.ao 

4,529.20 

70.Wl.S8 

100. 280.  ig 

10,831.15 

8,033.10 

lg^^^B.8I 

""■■ 

4TS.00 

j 

2I:SS 

Mi.  00 

418.00 

480.00 
785.00 
215.00 

8o!oo 

1,MS.M 

770.00 

J.  725. 00 

82S.Va 

758.00 

088,00 

ffiUS 

itsSiSSjii-iiiiii- 

3.438.00 

12,642.00 
200.00 

"■mS 

10.00 

20.00 

T,OM.«0 

16,1S2.00 

2. 872.00 

2,808.00 

77,871.00 

PBTBMBOBODOH. 

ffir"^"*""" 

S7S.00 

008. 00 

7K»:00 
"-100,00 

87S.00 

■■■  2^e2«.00' 

■■S:« 

882.00 

2,078.00 

"■"i,M8.00' 

447.00 

080.00 
4,984.00 

8.800.00 

as 

240.00 

7.11».00 

248.00 
20.00 

7.ML0O 

""S 

118.00 

08a  00 

105.00 

'•S:S 

1,178.00 

2. 881.00 

1«,M0.<» 

fl.7W.0O 

lE.OST.OO 

41,748.00 

Amarlcu  good!  ntnrsed 

3G0.00 

2:10 

'moo 

0B1.8H 
70!.  00 
28.00 

2.10 
1,818.60 

700.00 
41.80 

100.00 

87.04 

285.00 

8.00 

7S.0D 
Z.g«2.74 

U  088. 81 

3,880.81 

4=;4i|a 

113.40 

«.B4S.68 

IS,  043.  Oft 

24. 836. 86 

^888.61 

82.513.13 

^^.f^.,T-^."::: 

1,183.00 

3,857.00 

Joos-oo 

108.00 

850.00 

KS 

ixj- 

1,830.00 

SO.  00 

8, 478!  00 
Kti.  00 

480.00 

aw.  00 

844.00 
8,711.00 

3,848.00 

I.IM.OO 

188.00 

700.00 
18,128.00 
2,018.00 

«,4ss.oo 

"■ss-ss 

14.70100 

4;  OR.  08 

NORTH   AUEBICA  :    DOMimON  OF  CANADA. 


ONTABIO— Continued. 


AitlolM. 

Qo^rtwaudlng- 

TM. 

Sc^SQ. 

Dm.M. 

Mar.  11. 

,.«,.. 

«i»,moo 

«10,llt.00 

-■^■s 

«S 

M8a..o 

'^1I:I!S 

■•■•■   'eiio" 

4,800.00 

age.00 

i,oBi.oo 

I.OTB.IW 
<88.00 

Im.v, 

M,«a.iw 

40,103.00 

4B.osi.oa 

175. 801. 00 

pom  Bowiii. 

1.400.00 

'■SSSS 

^fa.ataTeaBii  haullog 

Bai.oo 

024.  so 
0.030,90 
l.B7B,00 

8,I27.W 
MS.  00 

l.OM.W 
543.00 
034.08 

ISS.DO 

3.441.00 
1. 100. 00 

'?SS 

iso.ou 

187.00 

131.60 

903.70 

■■a;£ 

401.00 

813.15 

i.SBi.eo 

14.  IMS.  W 

B.900.U 

7,W1.03 

e.i4s.S5 

30.010.21 

toar  nuuT  *iid  er.  thoiub. 

a,wa.N 

4,TTB.S0 
1.2M.00 

«S 

5.008,75 

"■!£:!S 

a,SS3.3S 
138.00 

i.  518.80 

"Z^ 

10.W.0O 

:,M4.0T 

2.TJ0.8T 

waoo 

8.78S.00 
1,416.00 

880.00 
81, 033.  OO 

1.633.50 

moo 

MO.  00 

l.TOa.18 

ffl.OT».0« 

je.2».4» 

"■Sg 

B,  tee.  00 
i.m.n 

1,7M.I7 

473.80 

S6S.0D 

M.  901.  IT 

108. 830. 03 

21,831,08 

58,875.11 

230,378.33 

at.  utuBiNBa. 

ISO.  00 

160.00 

340.00 
036.00 

3,130.00 

"SS 

4,413.80 

500.26 

>o.u 

g™i.,5;ffu^-,;ipoii.o;^i;i- 

1.800.80 

1.800.80 

S,  SSI.  00 

3H.K 

SS'-cO^.^r^^r.::: 

OOiW 

*^S 

840.74 

3.170. 70 

Lssoloo 

3, 040.  as 

1;  800. 00 

'SSS 

3,890.00 

m.50 

t,  047.00 

4,180.50 

0,000.00 

iglS 

i,b;s.io 

280.00 

TO.  00 

a»,oo 

823.80 
3,830.05 

1, 014.  so 

io,  402.' 04 

14.751.30 

Total 

00,844.43 

COMUEBCIAL   BEIATIOHS. 


ONTARIO— CDuUnnetl. 


QuBtwendiiig- 

Tottd. 

Artlol«. 

S.pt.M. 

Dec.  SI. 

Uu.ai. 

Jane  30. 

-'-'-■"—■ 

40.00 

••S:S 

360.00 

W.00 

m£S 

30,728.80 

1,880.00 

£,i>aoo 

1,706.73 

stSs 

7S,ass.oa 

94,S7S.U 

86,800.00 

758.016.82 

1:S;S 

8,000.87 

22,723.57 
2,042.20 

«1S 

i&.ia7.is 

10,800.00 

50, 078. 06 

":: 

102.437.10 
U,  110. 46 

B^S^u^M^i^i;;'^'- 

s£^?.t'Z  b^^ai^  ^d 



18,808.81 

18,308.31 

i«,joe.Bi 

40,801.00 
883.86 

076.  DO 
7.080.78 

aoioo 

131.13478 

I:^S! 

121168.08 

888.1(7 

(W.7M.U 

180,337.08 

BO,  450. 27 

880.100.54 

3, 078, 704.  OS 

«««!. 

MO.OO 
1.20 

4,23J.M 
680.00 

tss 

32,831.42 
2.^00 

It 

SO.  00 

80.00 

It.  00 

^^oo 

1.082.00 

i.827,00 

80.00 

1. 760. 84 

1,768.84 

^«08.SB 

B.S78.J2 

471.00 

I7.750v40 

20. 108.48 

41,803.20 

»6,441.87 

TORONTO. 

|nln»l.rorbr«dingpnrpow. 

as 

6.216.00 
6,  SOS.  00 

10,123.00 
1,411.W 

21,426.00 
81047.40 

40.711.00 
20:270.71 
21.708.88 

m,m.ta 

JT.iM;oO 

7,600.00 

S,3SO.D0 

113.80 

1,140.00 

Es 

84,806.00 
1,008.80 

1.140.00 
3.776.00 
81060. 7> 
■,342.64 

i'i76.'« 
7».ll 

020.82 

1,016.61 

B1,4IB.TS 

«,W0.8O 

47, 288. 00 

1,113.69 

1400.00 
23.418.00 
4.3*8.46 

"AS 

10.013.60 

2,818.^ 
a,  220.81 

ai.oii'Ki 

■•£S 

1.668.22 

6,020.00 

"■SS:!! 

ooo.oo 

3,708.82 

«;BS2.7t 

ii|4n!oo 

U.Sa!,.Qb 

8,214.83 

1,820.00 
Mll7.3a 
10,882.00 

1, 780. 00 

ilssaij 

i,7W.7B 

iiSiS 

1.M0.M 

1,348.86 

170.00 
4,388.1s 

1,046.00 

4,«e3.4e 

ie,17Kt8 

NORTH   AJIEBICA:   DOMINION  OF   CANADA. 


OKTABIO-CintliiBad. 


ArtldM. 

Totd. 

S«t.M. 

De*n. 

Hu.  81. 

JdmH. 

fS,!M.81 

*8.2M,n 

MO.  DO 

-M.Me:ii 

l.TVT.M 

i,in.« 

i,iai.M 

1,  ITS.  IT 

T.iSiS 
20,T36.79 

8i:wj.M 

t,Mo.oa 

a.iss.so 
io,i8g.ia 

Itotnn»d  AaMrieuigoadi .... 

e,aMi.iB 

IViS. 

LBTrn 

IKS 

>.uo.u 

lii 

S,8n.T« 

4.11T.MI 

«:iiD.n 

l,««D.9t 

^szi.oo 

44,  180.11 

rnw.w 

zai,««e.H 

1U.SU.W 

1SS.0S0.W 

880,418.41 

.,».l 

g£^ 

M.DO 

TB.OO 

■■■ts 

IW.OO 

«80.00 

wioo 

MS.  00 
1,<IH.00 

m-oo 

i.ii«.oa 

1,ML0« 

i.Ma.oo 
4.Toe.Ba 

S,!O0,(» 
18.WB1I 

i'MiJi 

4,818.11 

19,788.01 

tio.og 

e.oie:T4 

U>.8ia.4t 

u&oo 

ITO.OO 

a,«w.sB 

1. 340.00 

sw.u 

I.BT8.T1 
18,00 
14.00 

«o.oo 

"■ISS 

M.n 

WW.  00 

■•Its 

l.lt&.00 

4M.n 

MI.  BO 

10,OM.« 

nin-m 

BiO».M 

SI,  •40.10 

IWM 

1.100.00 

1,701.60 

70!.  so 

1,0D1.W 

11,710.00 

'•■ffiS 

*T7.7H 

am.  DO 

ig,U6.18 

W,  781.  BO 

1,932.  TO 

fsTTlO 

affiS 

1,8U.01 

"■•SiU 

38,118.18 

i».da 
i.tfo.oa 

10.00 
IM0.00 

lis.  00 

U,Tn.4» 

I4,>H.H 

8.»i».Tg 

88,175.71 

WAUUDBHDn. 

8;8M.18 

iffiS 

"•tS.S 

'si 

i,s*.n 

3.<Mg.W 

1,511.00 

1,000.00 

T.1IM.41 

SS.4B1.11 

lll,7»0.» 

K,T30.T8 

■witxroH. 

•■^S! 

1,001. 00 

COMMERCIAL   RELATIONS. 


OTTTABIO-Cmitliioed. 


ArtlalM. 

QoHterandtag- 

Total, 

SeptSO. 

Dee-L 

Mar.Bl. 

JdmOO, 

-™""->»"»^ 

*;«58.02 

2,808.  BO 

ft,  880. 00 

"*■»" 

181,623.06 
12,168.48 

u.80i.ie 

20,715.87 

10.878.00 

17,054.03 

»I,»47.I8 

Araeticati  gooild  retumod 

••SiS 

»;S 

11,  OS*.  80 
1.735.00 

ii,o»«,ie 

1,828.00 
440.00 

32,810.76 

eM,i5 

278."m 

776.00 
100.00 

a«.oo 

i.  TOO.  00 

28(1.00 
2.32a.M 

1.1T7.00 

'«.S 

704.  BO 
748.80 

4,600.61 

563.00 

3,120.43 

ai.Mo:oo 

iLOSoioo 
a,tBo:oo 

us,  DO 
5,608.00 
1,411.87 

26,670.00 
2,784,90 

14,805.00 
8,870.24 

25,545.00 

83,725.00 

le.  415.00 

400.00 

47,840.00 

aim  85 

ISS 

1,015.60 
1,371.82 

1:SS 

3SI.00 

i.m.m 

Gi6,'B8 
480.00 

£.778.00 

150.00 

3,388.00 

3;8J8.W 

i.m.M 

7*2.  sn 

28,088.25 

17,087.78 

16,888.41 
8.37L68 

'^^S 

•ooioe 

2u:oo 

0,026.75 

45,087.16 

48,081.  M 

9M.tG 

1.681.40 

420.68 

lis.  110.81 

74.680.38 

100.268.51 

151,526,60 

400,483,88 

wDfaaAM. 

0.00 

1,232,00 

'■'ooiS 

1,620;00 

086.00 
838.00 
•OS.OO 

2,288.00 
3;  418.00 

110.00 

181.00 

li 

140.00 

234.00 

ii,m.oo 

25,873.00 

07.00 

18,211,00 

!«,08e.00 

1,370.00 

47,816,00 

PRINCE  EDWAXLD  ISLAKD. 


•501,00 

♦SM-M 

.11 

•2.00 

70,00 

•62  00 
68.40 

77.00 

■•".£3 

1.00 

FnUt,pnHrvad 

L60 

NOBTH  AUEEICA:   DOMINION  OF  CANADA. 


PBINCIC  BDWABD  ISLA2fD— Contloiwd. 


<)!««« 

«KllDg_ 

Total. 

Artiela*. 

aepLM. 

Deo.  31. 

Hu.31. 

Jane  30. 

""»««— »™'- 

'iSSw 

0,UG.70 
16.00 

H240.B0 

2:703.50 

-ii,fii.» 

8880.18 

M7.T4 

1,3B4.M 

t.M 

3.m.M 

H,*3T.OT 

3,823.00 

1,466. 03 

t.TS 
IS*.  01 

m.»o 

1,700.00 

2&^30 

^^■fo 

12.00 

630. 00 

SSSl 

1,4*1. 13 

83.16 

],NI.S7 

3.00 
31. 173.  K 

ia(r»S.OO 
e,TO».M 

3H.60 

31,708.36 

03.00 
13.  DO 

2.830.73 

34,173.27 

30.03 
H.W 

&9O.0O 

104.00 

080.00 

10.60 

1.010.00 

3,010.06 

m.84a.ti 

!»,461» 

3,636.06 

74.008.18 

201. 026. 43 

QEOBOrrOWH. 

800.00 

300.00 
l.l.  800.  SO 

IBS.  00 

000. 00 

10,171.30 

186.00 

16,850,30 

"""^ 

ill.  OB 

1,583.  so 
11,014.00 

10.  w 

30.00 

GS3.S0 

«,M«.S0 

11, 733. 00 

300.50 
20.  SO 

ii 

»iS 

13,»M,eo 

18,J8S.O0 

t.ei4.M 

34,647.64 

''™™"" 

1,0*3.00 

1,2S&00 

60.00 
203.02 

CiW.00 

3,03S.K 

'■■as 

bmI'K 

1M.£S 
102.60 

3.»».ao 

556.60 

83.00 

lS,tl«.37 

15.614.37 

MT.M 

1.031.  S3 

8, 356. 60 

^^^ 

1,332.60 

(1,006.10 

10,813.97 

».337.11 

4  643.43 

•■"'■" 

' 

idbyGoOgIc 


[ERCIAL   RELATIONS. 


AitiolM. 

Qa«t«> 

HldiBg- 

S«irt.W. 

Deo.  SI. 

Uu.ll. 

JnaeOOv 

QUO. 

"™^- 

•ii.4M.m 

e3.181.TB 

«1>.<W8.M 

W2.781.00 
101.00 

iGO.oa 

888,858.78 

BOO.W 
303.00 

BS0.7B 

170.00 

910.00 

i.iaaoo 

•''SrSS 

80,  oa 

171.83 

BOO.  00 

1S,1M.8S 

ij,m.M 

ajsn 

B,IM.*0 

1,387. 00 

•■sts 

301.80 

3,850.08 
^280. « 

8,877.70 
MO.  00 

2,tl«.gB 
1,«1.00 

JS?:!! 

'{K!! 

I,424.«« 

moo 

1,827.11 

SS:i 

u^03 

SSS.0O 

•«.« 

7,088.60 

602.00 

S07,01 

1108.01 

66^007.53 

aa,»8T.«7 

80.73a.B6 

78,133^17 

300. 352.  U 

otutnoooK. 

"'SSi™ 

M8.00 

4,su.oo 

0.731.00 

fl,«o.oo 
a.80»,oo 

101.00 

jImoIoo 

617.00 
5,730.00 

'■ZZ 

.!SS 

11,118.00 

181.00 

1,M1.00 

210.00 
111.00 

7EO.0O 
0,116.00 
1,1S6.00 

tss:s: 

8.300.00 

88,200.00 
1.B70.00 

1,782.00 

losioo 

gisss.tssr'.'^:-: 

1:^00 

389.00 

e.«i.oo 

i.m.i» 

1,833.00 
18;M8.00 

SrasliSSTfrr^:-.::. 

107.00 

U8.00 

1,178.00 

1,009.00 

3,883.00 

1,800.00 
33,135.00 
4058.00 
8,503.00 

^°a^ 

i;  038.  00 
3.1O0.O0 

5,175.00 

180.00 
7,817.00 

SOS.  00 

888.00 

170.00 

111.00 

115.00 

B1.I1S.00 

40,  too.  00 

S3.T3O.00 

81,881.00 

176,858.00 

cHAm.u<fti  at.»tmoB. 

100.00 

'isi.oo 

1.111.08 

l.*3t.l7 

3.8U.S8 
I3,S8S:m 

87.108.05 
810.10 

^-ss^ 

' 

•■ffiS 

BIB.  00 

NOBTH  AMEEICA:   DOMINION  OF  CANADA. 


Arttaka. 

a.pt.». 

QuTtor 
Dm.  SI. 

EBdiEg- 

Mar.3L 

JDUSD. 

AslniBU— CoDtllilMd . 

•"■li!:S; 

lOE.OO 
B.  488. 00 

308.00 

•Siaoa 

«>o.oo 

Produce  ud  proiMou:  Po- 

4,  BIS.  00 

I,W7.00 

4,03T:oo 

8,068.00 

4.  Ml.  11 
3S7.00 
0.108.00 

2,548.00 

1,  DOB.  80 
S,mOB 
8,844.00 

I3,580.8S 

2.SM.0S 

12,818.00 

moo 
sw-oo 

"■ffiS 

58,  SOS,  IS 

47.818.50 

88,868.80 

1T.JB4.7B 

100.830-40 

180.00 

4,«LD0 
542.80 

11,743.88 

wn.Do 

638.80 

l,4ffi.00 

l,180,«0 

8*3.30 

3,801.10 

1,814. 07 

8. 008. 97 
007.00 
SM.BO 

1,830.68 

Botnniad  UDitod  Steteg  Koodg 

200.00 

UD.OO 

Total 

E,sas.«T 

«,m.40 

4,840.77 

1310,60 

18.  MO.  43 

o*Hrt  BABM. 

4,8M.W 

187,00 

3,an.a 

(s,m.*tt 

11,283.00 

11.SM.48 

OMfraX.. 

ISLM 

181.82 

8.00 

3.008.80 

8. 380. 70 

203.80 

770.88 
5M.27 

.g§ 

i.  iii'oe 
1, 878.  n 

202.50 

1.793.70 

SIS 

42,080.0* 

StO.M 

400.8? 
18,038.88 

1,BS8.08 

».flU.14 
881.83 

""m!* 

'■JSS 

MO.M) 

4B,iee.ii 

82,705.11 

18,180.47 

08,874.72 

TO.MS.,1 

GSO.OO 
1,4S3.00 
Hiss.  OS 

203.00 
4,021.00 

o;  883. 00 

2.58(.0O 

tils 

10.007.60 
10,738.06 

283.' 70 

7.848.60 

4.883.00 

187.00 

388.70 

MM.  80 

14,«>8.M 

10.470.00 

T.  848. 60 

7.807.70 

47.125.60 

2«.gS 

2S7.60 

■■S:S 

3.427.00 

570.00 
801.80 

21,701 

10,080.00 

lOO.OO 

00 

'■!StS 

aaai.oo 

7.381.00 

8,134.00 

iM8a.oo 

2,438.00 
10.23).O0 

028.00 

oo 

Sifi'-iii 

448  COMMEBCIAL   RELATIONS. 

Statemmit  ihoaing  tht  valueof  exporU  declared /or  the  Uitited  Staisa  at  fh«  tereral  eoiuitlar 
ofieei  in  |A«  Dowinion  of  Canada  dttrxng  the  year  ended  June  SO,  i^SJ— Coutinned. 

QUXBEC— GonUuDBd. 


<lo«rt«Midtog- 

TotaL 

AltlokM. 

B^IO. 

D«.31. 

Uar.81. 

June  80. 

MMijmcu^iontinned. 

SS 

^is 

S«Xii 

*z.z 

•67I.60 

4306.00 

18.00 

36.089.00 

SI.  728. 00 

20,060.30 

27,813.46 

TTtM 
790.00 

eis.u 

B,  342.10 

340.00 

16,608.71 

1.104.81 

15,814.13 

il 

B.  118. TO 

1,101.81 

2,no.oe 

ioa.8« 

82.81 

180.  B7 
004.83 

6,140.74 
401.24 

340.' W 

177.41 
2.188.10 

1,070.00 

••as 

4,184.30 

8,801.04 
6.107.00 

=TS:li 

m.oo 

0,050.81 
2:i«>.M 

7m!do 

1,875.  »0 

4,M>T.0S 
31.488.12 
9:324.» 

'ISS 

7,278.89 

1.784.03 

1,404.03 

0,383. 36 
S,  347,81 

0.»tO.TS 

7,«<0.gl 

»,3s 

m^oo' 

lias 

3,471.88 

70.00 
090.00 
714,00 
1,200.00 
711.44 

'■fflS 

":sl 

4aaM) 

2,184.40 

1,080.  HI 

1.608.10 

116.00 

U1.68 

eim.^ 

780:78 
0,064.84 

'••Si! 

440.81 

1.116.87 

1,787.81 
^180.00 

010.80 
4.688.46 

.?;Si:S 

1.088.88 

1,00».M 

'■SMS 

184.80 

804.00 

47i:ii 

(ST.  10 
2M.T11 

1, 333.40 
0M.O0 

a.  000. 00 

1,080.01 

i^SJ-w 

iiioo 

6. 167. 00 
1.405.00 

'ffil 

Sfio.oo 
3sz.ca 

1,581.60 

060.00 

12.401.30 
147.00 

LIUIOO 

48,071.41 

10,004.10 

11.018.  SO 

1,841.60 
a.  887. 88 
U.  416.01 

"SlULM 

Bnw.h;.M 

U.1>4.U 

NORTH  AHBBICA  :  DOMINION  OF  CANADA.  ^ 


QUEBEC— ConUniMd. 


ArttBlDL 

QiMrta-endhig- 

Total. 

B«pt.SO. 

Dso.31. 

M..3I. 

J.n«30. 

*48e.78 

3i 

•ss 

•isg.u 

851.  ST 

ST.  as 

180.00 
800.00 

■■ss 

i.eit.ii 

•ss 

'iS;l! 

8,888.88 

167.00 
S*47B.ao 

i,  738. 81 

■■is 

7.«7.7i 

183.83 

1.02a.N 

^Sli 

13,MM.M 

i,Ke,ia 

2,'«38.U 

13,8>0.^3 

800.00 
4,011.48 

moo 

160.00 

308.U 

MO.  00 

4ra.a2 

3GO.00 

ns.  00 

I.ITO.OO 

NSS 

a.U6.18 

4BJ.M 

HI.  00 

■'Si 

tM.io 

MT.ai 

tta.nii 

7.668.  IS 

706.00 

8,«83.11 

i,30i.as 

2.741.87 

Haioi 

470.00 
428. 1> 

■80.07 

3.167.84 

83T.sa 

133.18 
34.813.68 

183.  is 

2.32J.08 

is.mog 

lM,2g 
1,0«1,M 

3.M2.67 
He6B.7S 

38:dw:«8 

105.00 

11,873.18 

410.00 

1,U2.» 

i^r. 

mot 

1.181.M 

2.SS8.S8 

8,813.00 
1,814.48 

•.•13.00 

HO.  00 

114.00 

260,31 

I.  BOB.  00 

SBO.SO 

]7t.0CI 

isiw 

283.88 

»ss 

i«.„ 

las 

,«S:S 

••ss 

ISas!wmn»d :.. .:::::... 

Cod.ilc 


COHMBBCU.L  EELATI0H8. 


™-. 

SW«.M.    '^ 

QiuTtor 

Bnding- 

ToUl. 

D«.31. 

Uu.31. 

Jon.  SO. 

TId: 

•MS.  00 

272.00 

28,3S5.BI 
133.00 

•SIS.  OS 

»M,383,T7 
108.  oo 

•5^B18.45 
180.80 

wiiiiM 

2*8.00 
3. 122.73 

41*.  20 

8*.  31*.  3* 

84. 978. 8* 

i,«o;oo 

331.00 

2,021.00 

838.20 

*W.*8 

23.8».-S2 

"SS 

1S0.» 

200.00 

2I1,SM.8S 

IIT.OO 

M.GO 

'&% 

821.  *8 
2.*10.«7 

'StS 

»0.00 

SM.«a.w 

»l.e07.21 

»«.3M.1S 

80*.M8.*S 

P**""*^- 

LM 

.It 

.18 

1  u 

n.8S 

1.00 

663.00 

i,s«:oo 

1.400.60 
8.32*.  18 
t.»83.B8 

B.00 

2.8!S.a» 

a.«« 

21.829.71) 

14,479.83 

a  913. 07 

11.718.4* 

83,7*1.1* 

UUBOK. 

i:o«3.M 

12.882.10 

1,4?;.  to 

3,4I».85 

818.28 

220.15 

S2S.00 

740.08 

2M.00 

i,oto.» 

3*.00 

420.00 

'■IJS 

1,117.12 

080.71 

2.2SO.S0 

S»&70 

10.278.83 

IT,  68*.  20 

^^ri^::::: 

298.88 

2.75S.1S 
4.7t2;«« 

6.m.a 

4. 171  IS 

7.  ioi'ss 

218.  SS 

22,123.32 

3«0.13 
2SM.>a 

I, as*,  so 
3,soo.oo 

l,*3a.3S 

2,001.48 
2;02S.I» 

802.80 

si! 

^.^■fr 

sss 

«E,12S.>7 
28, 158. 88 

3S 

13,008.3* 

i3.*8».ie 

8.13S.77 
t,*71.1* 

«e.oo 

7*S.0O 

t,l22.«8 

2,  DM.  00 

2,2!5.00 

MW.00 
188.00 
417.88 

'^Ss 

«a.07 

a».3S 

11*.  *S 

&!£:« 

»2.JT3.« 

80.3Sa.V2 

S7.230.02 

88,  MB.  28 

177,802.78 

NORTH  AUEBICA:   DOUNION  of  CANADA. 
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QUEBEC— CDDtilDtd . 


..u^. 

QQ«t.r 

ending- 

B.i.t.3«. 

Dec  31. 

Mar.  31. 

JlU»30. 

»«™,. 

•a 

S£ 

»«.IIC 

$I».Ot 

210.00 

450.00 
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MEXICO.' 


Since  my  arrival  here  last  year,  I  have  endRavored  to  persoDally  iDfonu 
myself  aa  to  tbe  resources  of  this  Itepablic,  and  while  it  is  iiot  easy  to 
obtain  official  iuforniatiun  that  will  give  all  the  data  I  desire  up  to  the 
30th  of  Jane,  1S98, 1  have  to  ackuowledge  with  appreciation  a  cordial 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  departments  to  facilitate  my  work  Id 
every  consistent  way.  In  some  cases,  the  special  reports  1  herewith  sab- 
mit  have  been  either  prepared  by  the  department  iiitereste<l  and  trans- 
lated by  my  orders,  or  where  I  have  prepared  them  they  have  been 
compiled  from  official  data  which  is  complete  and  accurate,  and,  when 
I  have  deemed  proper,  sabmitted  to  the  com|)eteut  authorities  for  their 
approval.  While  desiring  to  give  to  this  country  proper  credit  and  to 
elucidate  the  advantages  of  certain  kinds  x'ossessed  by  Mexico,  and  by 
no  other  Latin  American  Itepublie,  I  have  endeavored  to  avoid  exag- 
gerations and  have  taken  rather  a  conservative  course,  refusing  to  cer- 
tify to  the  extraordinary  profits  which  are  estimated  as  realizable  from 
investments  here,  especially  in  the  tropical  portion  of  tliis  Itepublic, 
feeling  that  in  this  way  I  am  serving  the  best  interests  of  both 
conn  tries. 

It  has  seemed  to  me  nnjnst,  both  to  such  of  onr  own  people  as  may  be 
contemplating  investments  here  and  to  the  clean,  energetic,  and  digni- 
fied administration  of  President  Diaz  and  his  cabinet,  to  make  any 
assertions  that  I  am  not  fully  prepared  to  prove,  and  while  I  believe 
that  there  are  great  opportunities  here,  that  the  soil  possesses  enor- 
mous capabilities  and  great  natural  resources,  yet  I  would  suggest  a 
careful  personal  verification  of  all  statements  made  in  newspapers  or 
elsewhere  regarding  Mexico,  and  a  study  on  the  spot,  before  invest- 
ments are  made,  of  the  conditions  attendant  on  the  exploitation  and 
conduct  of  all  agricultural  enterprises,  the  price  of  the  land  oEfered,  the 
price  of  labor  and  its  abandance,  the  climate  and  hygiene,  and  trans- 
portation facilities  of  the  locality.  I  wouhl  furthermore  suggest  that 
all  persons  that  contemplate  locating  in  Mexico  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
Spanish  before  coming;  and  if  colonies  are  to  be  established,  the  agent 
of  the  prospective  colonists  be  given  sufficient  time  in  which  to  study 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  a  number  of  localities, 

I  give  at  the  end  of  the  report  a  summary  of  the  colonization  laws, 
which  allow,  under  certain  conditions,  the  free  introduction  of  the 
effects  of  the  colonists.  Unless  these  couditions  are  strictly  complied 
with,  the  colonists  are  likely  to  have  trouble  at  the  frontier  and  to 
begin  their  journey  onpleasaotly.  There  was  a  time  when  indiscrimi- 
nate immigration  was  encouraged,  but  this  is  no  longer  the  case;  since, 
while  President  Diaz  has  adopted  a  broad,  progressive  policy,  he  will 
receive  and  welcome  only  desirable  immigrants  who  have  satisfied  the 
authorities  as  to  tfaeir  antecedents. 

That  the  laws  of  Mexico  protect  the  investor  will  be  seen  from  the 
rights  that  the  constitution  of  Mexico  (art.  33)  gives  to  foreigners. 
"  Foreigners  have  in  this  Kepublic  the  same  civil  rights  possessed  by 
natives,  except  that  the  Government  reserves  tbe  right  to  ex{iet  any 
foreigner  regarded  as  dangerous  or  nndesirable."  As  a  matter  of  course, 
the  Government  rarely  avails  itself  of  its  rights  in  this  respect,  and  1 
know  of  but  one  instance — that  of  an  anarchist — of  an  expulsion  under 

'Inieplf  to ouonlar of  Augusts. 

n.iizsd  by  Google 
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this  article  dnriofi;  my  period  of  ofQce.    (See  law  on  foreigners  and  their 
naturalization,  at  end  of  report.) 

For  the  acqniaition  of  national  or  nnlocated  land,  real  estate,  and 
vessels,  foreigners  are  not  obliged  to  reside  ia  the  Bepublic,  but  are 
merely  anbject  to  the  Mexican  laws.  A  principle  of  international 
reciprocity  reqnirea  a  Federal  law  to  modify  or  restrict  the  civil  rights 
of  foreigners.  Foreigners  may  take  up  their  residence  in  the  Kepnblic 
and  enjoy  practically  all  the  rights  of  Mexicans  without  losing  their 
citizenship,  and  are  exempt  from  military  service.  In  the  law  of  May 
30,  1893,  the  Mexican  Congress  decreed  that  special  privileges  and 
rights  should  be  conferred  upon  enterprises  that  should  guarantee  the 
investment  of  capital  in  any  new  industries  in  the  Sepublic;  among 
others,  the  exemption  from  direct  Federal  taxes  for  ten  years  of  all  such 
enterprises,  and  exemption  at  the  time  of  the  initiation  of  the  establish- 
ment ^om  all  import  duties,  of  any  class  whatsoever,  on  machinery, 
apparatus,  tools,  building  materials,  and  everything  necessary  for 
factories  and  buildings.  The  Mexican  Congress  decreed  on  June  6, 18S7, 
a  law  by  which  coal  mines,  oil  wells,  iron  mines,  and  quicksilver  mines 
were  exempted  from  all  taxes  except  the  stamp  tax.  This  same  law 
confers  upon  the  President  the  power  to  make  contracts  and  grant 
special  privileges  and  franchises,  and  to  make  ample  concessions  to  all 
enterprises  that  exploit  mining  industries;  and  also,  in  article  II, 
exempts  from  taxation  for  ten  years  all  establishments  for  the  manu- 
fitctore  of  wines  and  silks  and  for  hsh-culture. 

LAND  LAW. 

In  the  law  of  the  15th  of  December,  1883,  Congress  granted  to  the 
Execntive  i>ower  to  occnpy,  and  to  denounce  and  alienate  nnlocat»d 
lands,  and  to  make  coIoniKUtiou  contracts.  In  this  dei^ree,  the  right  is 
granted  to  denounce  or  locate  nnlocated  lands,  with  the  provision  for 
foreigners  that  they  can  not  avail  themselves  of  this  general  right  in 
the  frontier  States.     (See  law  referred  to  annexed  to  re|>ort.) 

Referring  to  the  public  lands  law  and  its  effects,  I  have  to  state  that, 
owing  to  the  former  unsettled  condition  of  the  country,  it  has  been  dif- 
ficult to  establish  boundaries ;  hence  the  det^artment  of  encouragement, 
which  is  perfecting  its  laud  titles  rapidly,  is  not  desirous  of  inducing 
investments  of  capital  without  thorough  investigation  into  the 
titles  of  the  land.  In  my  opinion,  great  care  should  be  taken  in  the 
acquiring  of  public  lands,  and  I  would  advise  buyers  to  pay  a  little 
more,  if  it  is  possible  to  thus  obtain  an  indei>endent  title.  The  laws  of 
Mexico  regard  all  children  as  coheirs,  that  have  been  recognized  by  the 
father,  where  no  will  is  made.  Many  old  deeds  are  unobtainable,  and 
it  is  imperative  that  all  titles  bo  examined  carefully,  through  a  good 
attorney.  I  may  say  that  the  attorneys  of  Mexico  are  very  skilled  in 
their  profession,  and  that  an  uuqnaUfledly  favorable  opinion  from  any 
of  the  reputable  lawyers  here  is  a  practical  safeguard  against  any  subse- 
quent attack  ux>on  the  title  to  property.  All  opinions  are  given  in 
detail,  with  the  reasons  therefor,  and  formed  after  a  thorough  stady  of 
the  documents  making  up  the  title.  It  i^  customary,  furthermore,  to 
recite  each  former  transfer  in  conveyances,  so  that  any  defect  is  ^n- 
erally  known,  and  titles  which  are  passed  on  as  good  are  seldom  dis- 
puted afterwards. 

Life  and  property  are  as  safe  in  Mexico  as  in  any  other  coontiy  where 
similar  conditions  prevail.  The  taws  are  respected;  and  of  the  notarial 
system,  where  records  are  preserved  for  hondreds  of  years,  I  can  not 
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apeak  too  highly^  A  ootar;  public  bas  to  pass  tbroagh  a  regular  coufbo 
of  Btndy.  Grave  responsibility  rests  npoii  bim,  and  for  all  errors  be  is 
pereooally  liable.  Wbere  ignorance  of  law  is  apparent,  be  roast  so 
explain  to  persons  appearing  before  bim  wbat  tfaey  are  aboat  to  do,  tbat 
tbey  evidence  entire  comprebension  of  and  give  intelligent  consent  to 
all  acta  of  wbicb  be  takes  official  cognizance. 


Witb  regard  to  mines,  tbe  Government  passed  mining  laws  dated  4tb 
of  June,  1892,  and  25tb  of  June,  1892,  in  wbich  valuable  (Vancbises  are 
granted  to  tbe  discoverers  of  (or  tbose  deooanciTng)  mines  or  mining 
regions:  they  are  given  tbe  ownership  of  tbe  mines,  snbject  to  a  slight 
tax,  and  exemption  from  the  principal  taxes  for  ten  years. 

There  is  also  a  law  of  the  6th  of  Jane,  1891,  ia  which  the  Govern- 
ment is  empowered  to  grant  special  ft'anchises,  sacb  as  the  right  to 
condemn  property  for  public  nses,  for  tbe  parpose  of  conveying  water 
from  distant  points,  the  right  of  discovery  or  denanciation  of  water- 
falls, either  with  the  idea  of  nsing  the  power  direct  or  for  the  trans- 
mission of  tbe  power  only,  or  of  the  water  itself,  or  for  irrigation 
purposes. 

The  varioas  mining  laws  are  given  below : 

VXSISa  LAW   OF   THE  DNITBD   STATBS   OF  MEXICO. 
BacnoN  I. — About  miiui  and  mining  proptrly. 

AitT.  1.  Mining  property  in  tbe  United  Statea  of  Mexico  shall  be  goTemed  br  the 
following  prinoiploB,  to  be  iegnUt«d  b7  the  exeontiTe  GoTomment  in  •ccorduKW 
irith  ibi  oonBtltndonal  facnlties. 

Abt.  2.  Subject  to  the  present  law  are  those  mineral  enbatMices  which  con  not  be 
worked  nnleaa  previone  oonoesaion  be  obtained,  and  tboae  for  whoeeextrkotlon  work 
is  required  which  ma;  put  in  danger  the  llTee  of  the  workmen,  the  safety  of  the 
works,  or  the  stability  of  the  sur&oe. 

Art.  3.  The_iumeral  substances,  for  working  which  a  previous  concession  is 
reqnired,  are  those  which  are  hereafter  enumerated,  whatever  be  the  nature,  shape, 
or  silQation  of  their  respective  ore  hodien : 

(a)  Gold;  plaliDnm-  silver;  quickBilver;  iron,  except  marsh  ores;  loose  sarface 
ores,  and  ochers  which  are  worked  as  coloring  matter;  lead;  copper;  tin,  except 
Qoattin;  zinc;  antimony;  niokel;  cobalt;  manganeBo;  bismatta,  and  arsenic ;  whether 
found  in  native  state  or  mineralizud. 

(b)  Precioas  stones,  rock  salt,  and  snlphnr. 

Abt.  4.  Tbo  owner  of  the  ^oand  can  work  freely,  without  necessity  for  a  spe- 
eial  cooceBsiou  in  an;  case  whatever,  the  following  mineral  substancas : 

The  mineral  combustibles;  oils  and  mineral  waters ;  the  rocks  of  tbe  ground  in 
general,  whether  tbey  serve  directly  or  form  part  of  materials  for  constrnction  or 
ornamentation ;  the  matter  which  iormH  the  gronnd,  aa  earths,  sands,  and  claya  of 
all  binds;  the  mineral  substances  excepted  fVom  conceesiou  in  Art.  3  of  this  law  and 


generally,  all  those  that  are  not  mentioned  In  the  i 
Snperflcii 


Snperflcial  or  subterrnneons  excavations,  wliinh  tbe  working  of  any  of  thesn  enb- 
■tances  may  require,  sboll  always  be  eabject  to  tbo  regulations  which  ore  decreed 
for  order  and  seonrity  ir  " — ' — 


said  tax  is  established. 

Art.  6.  The  newly  aoqnired  primordial  mining  title  will  be  given  by  the  depart- 
ment of  development  according  to  tbe  regnlations  of  this  law. 

Art.  7.  Mining  property,  except  in  the  case  of  placers  and  snperGciat  ore  bodies, 
is  nnderttood  to  be  only  nndergroand  and  does  not  inolade  the  surface,  which  con- 
tinaes  nnder  the  dominion  of  its  owner,  except  tbat  part  of  tbe  same  which  the 
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pTOTiBions  of  the  ra^fttioae,  wben  tbe  ground  is  nnoccapied  and  after  previona 
raqaest  for  the  amplLfloalion  of  th«  coocMsion. 

In  order  to  eater  into  another's  field,  the  consent  of  the  owner  is  abHoIntelynecBB- 
•ary,  exoapt  in  coees  of  legal  right  of  iray. 

Art.  9.  Thewater  hrongbt  to  the  Bnrface  and  coming  from  sobterrftneonsworkinKB 
of  mines  belongs  to  tlie  owners  of  the  same,  and  the  regnlationa  of  the  oommon  lav 
have  to  he  ohserred  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  owners  of  the  gronnd  throagh  nhicb 
these  waters  pass. 

Art.  10.  The  vrork  done  for  opening  and  ntilizing  mines  and  placers  fa  for  pnblic 
benefit;  therefore,  in  case  of  uonagreement,  forcible  expropriation  isan  be  proceeded 
with  for  the  ground  ncGeBsary  for  this  object. 

Art.  11.  Ths  mining  ooncessiontBt  is  free  to  make  arrangements  with  the  owner* 
of  the  enrface  gronnd  for  the  ooonpation  of  the  siirfaos  he  needs,  in  order  either  to 
work  placers  or  anperSoi*!  ore  bodice  or  to  ostablisb  buildings  anil  other  mining 
requirements,  but  in  case  both  parties  <Io  not  come  to  an  agreement  in  regard  to 
extent  or  price,  the  expropriation  will  be  proceeded  with  through  the  local  judge  of 
first  instance,  the  following  proceedings  being  observed  until  Art.  27  of  tbe  coustitn- 
tion  be  regulated ; 

I.  Each  part;  nhall  c 
their  valuation  within  eight  days'  ti  .  .  . 
appointment.  If  the  appraisers  do  not  agree,  the  judge  will  name  a  third  expert  ai 
umpire,  wboshallgivehis  decision  within  the  peremptory  time  of  eight  days,  counted 
from  appointment.  The  judge,  taking  into  acconnt  tbe  opinions  of  the  experts,  and 
the  proofs  which  both  parties  present  to  him  whilst  the  experts  ara  preparing  their 
statements,  shall  Sx  the  superficial  extent  and  the  amount  of  the  indemnity  within 
the  next  eight  days  fallowing. 

II.  In  case  the  owner  of  tbe  ground  which  needs  to  be  occupied  does  not  name  his 
appraising  expert  within  eight  davs  after  being  not! Bed  by  the  judge,  this  function- 
ary shall  officially  name  an  appraiser  to  represent  the  int^est  of  the  owner. 

III.  In  case  it  be  nncortain  or  doubtful  who  is  the  posseBsor  or  owner  of  tlie 
property  which  has  to  be  occupied,  the  judge  shall  decide  as  amount  of  indemnity 
the  sum  resulting  from  the  appraiaements  of  the  expert  nikmed  by  the  conoesslouaire 
and  of  the  one  which  he  himself  appointed  in  representation  of  the  legitimate  owner, 
and  shall  make  deposit  of  said  amonnt  in  order  that  ths  some  be  delivered  to  the 
oorresponding  party. 

IV.  The  experts  In  making  their  appraiaements  shall  base  these  on  the  valoe  of 
the  sarface  gronnd,  the  damage  which  immediately  results  to  the  property  and  the 
rights  of  way  which  are  to  be  established  on  the  same. 

Art.  12.  Mining  property  and  other  ordinary  property  bonndiug  on  it  shall,  as  the 
ease  may  be,  have  the  privilege  of  and  be  subjeot  to  legal  right  of  way  as  regards 
firee  passage,  conveyance  of  water,  drainage,  aud  veutilation,  and  the  judges  shall 
conform  ia  their  dooreea  regarding  the  same  aud  the  oorresponding  indeuinilies  to 
the  legislation  of  each  Stat«,  federal  district  of  territory,  unless  the  same  be  modi- 
fled  hj  the  following  rnling : 

I.  The  legal  right  of  nay  of  drainage  oonefsts,  on  the  one  hand,  in  the  obligation 
which,  according  to  Art.  21  of  this  Taw  the  owner  of  a  mining  field  is  under,  to 
indemnify  the  owner  of  auothiir  field  for  the  dumage  done  to  him  by  not  keeping  up 
the  drainage  of  the  subterraneous  workings  or  not  draining  sufQcieut  to  keep  the 
water  from  flowing  from  one  to  the  other;  on  ttie  other  hand,  in  the  obligation  which 
all  owners  of  mining  lielda  are  under  to  permit  the  passago  through  ttieir  gronnil  of 
tunnels  or  odita  whose  exclusive  and  necessary  object  is  the  drainage  of  one  or 
varions  workings. 

II.  The  drainage  tunnels,  when  not  made  on  the  strength  of  the  contract  author- 
ized liy  Art.  23  of  this  law,  can  only  be  undertaken  by  the  owner  or  owners  of 
mining  fields  to  whom  the  tunnel  is  on  absolute  necessity'. 

HI.  In  the  case  supposed  by  the  foregoing  clause,  all  the  owners  of  mining  fields 
which  derive  benefit  f^om  the  drainage  olitainedthrou^h  the  tunnel,  shall  be  obliged 
to  pay  their  part  of  the  indemnidcation,  in  proportion  to  the  benefits  received, 
takiuKinto  consideration  the  nature  and  tihe  condition  of  the  mine. 

IV.  The  driving  of  a  tniinei  shall  not  be  commenced  withont  previous  permission 
given  by  the  department  of  development,  aftorhearing  the  opinion  of  the  respnctive 
mintng  agent  and  after  examination  and  approval  of  the  drawings,  in  which  the 
dlreetfon  and  the  section  of  the  projected  tunnel  shall  bo  detailed. 

V.  The  paying  ore  found  while  drivioB  the  tunnel  shall  belong,  fa  case  it  is 
encountered  in  lawfiitly  conceded  mining  fields,  to  the  owners  nf  these,  and  if  found 
in  nnoocupied  gronnd  it  shall  be  divided  amongst  the  owners  of  all  thn  fields  which 
are  benefited  by  the  tnnnel.  In  tbe  proportion  established  by  the  foregoing  Clause  III. 

VI.  If,  when  a  tunnel  is  being  driven  and  one  or  more  veins  are  diHcoverodiu 
nuoccnpied  ground,  a  request  be  made  for  the  gtunt  of  the  respective  fields  or  of  the 
UDOoonpled  surplus  ports,  then  the  orders  ot  Articles  H  and  17  lelatlre  to  this  law 
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shall  bo  applied,  considetini  those  vho  nndertook  t«  drive  the  tannel  as  exploren, 
iu  oooordaDCB  with  the  ttnarpart  of  Art.  13.  ~ 

VII.  Onoe  thepermiMion  mentioneil  in  the  foregoing  clause  IVhavinK  been  given 
by  the  department  of  development,  only  in  virtne  of  a  special  contract  can  other 
persons  but  those  who  receive  benefit  from  the  tunnel  be  considered  ns  members  of 
the  nndertnkiDg. 

VIII.  Whilst  the  tnnnel  is  being  drivpn  in  his  or  their  respective  properties,  the 
owners  of  mining  fields  which  are  crossed  fay  the  drainage  tunnel  can  appoint  n  con- 
troller in  their  eonlidence,  vhoae  fnni^tions  shall  only  extend  to  watching  the  work 
and  giving  notice  to  the  mining  agent  or  the  Jndge,  as  the  case  may  reqoite,  of  any 
abnso  he  may  observe. 

rx.  In  places  where  the  drainngn  tunnels,  throngh  whatever  mason,  commni  ' 
with  mini!  workings,  bars  shall  he  put  np  which  impede  roadway  or  pastagn  oi 
«s  the  oommnnicattiiQ  is  mode. 

X.  Only  in  virtne  of  a  u u an im one  understanding,  expressed  in  a  public  docnroent, 
between  the  parties  interested  in  a  general  drainage  tunnel  in  accordance  with  the 
foref;Ding  Clanse  III,  can  the  tunnel  lie  need  for  any  otlier  object  but  drainage.  In 
this  ease,  under  penalty  of  nnllity,  all  particulars  regarding  pansoge  or  transit  indi- 
cated in  the  foregoing  Clanso  IX  shall  1>e  stated  in  the  contract. 

Xf.  The  mines  newly  opened  m  places  where  they  may  be  benefited  by  general 
drainage  tQunelB  already  existing,  will  bo  subject  to  the  provisions  of  Claoses  III, 
VII,  VIII,  IX,andX. 

XJI.  The  le^al  right  of  way  for  ventilation  consists  in  the  obligation  of  every 
owner  of  miniug  fields  to  perniit  that  owners  of  Deighboring  fields  to  communicate 
with  hie  nndergronnd  workings,  so  that  the  commnnicatiou  may  produce,  as  a  nec- 
essary result,  tiie  ventilation  which  coalcl  not  be  obtained  in  otner  ways  except  at 
great  expense, 

XIII.  Upless  by  special  contract  to  the  contrary,  made  in  a  poblio  document  by 
the  owners  of  the  properties  giving  and  receiving  the  benefit,  there  shall  always  bo 
placed  a  barreil  grating  to  impede  transit  or  passage  at  the  bonndory  line  at  the 
leapeotive  properties. 

XIV.  When  a  commnnicatiou,  ditFcrent  from  the  one  described  In  Clanse  XII, 
aetoolly  ventilates  one  or  more  workings,  this  service  of  producing  ventilation  shall 


not  give  a  right  to  the  miner  who  made  the  communication  to  exact  indemnity  from 
the  owners  of  the  other  workings  that  have  been  ventilated,  nor  shall  these  on  their 
side  ooqaire  a  legal  right  of  way  which  burdens  the  milling  property  which  fur- 
nished the  ventilation. 

XV.  If,  while  driving  workings  opened  for  the  purposes  mentioned  iu  Clanse  XII, 
paying  ore  bo  foand,  Uie  provisions  applicable  lu  the  case  of  Clause  V,  VI,  and 
VIII  sTiall  be  observed. 

XVI.  AUothe  provisions  of  Clanse  IV  shall  be  observed  as  far  as  they  suit  the  case. 
XVIf.  All  the  expenses  occasioned  by  the  wuikfngs  which  may  have  to  be  made  in 

order  to  obtain  ventilation  and  those  for  keeping  them  in  fntnre  in  good  condition, 
shall  be  exclusively  fnr  account  of  the  party  who  reijueeted  theeetabUshment  of  the 
right  of  way  (of  ventilation). 

XVIII.  For  the  establiithmeDt  iu  future  of  a  legal  right  of  way  to  the  benefit  of 
one  mining  property  and  to  the  burden  of  another,  there  Hhall  be  necessary  either 
the  consent  of  the  owner  of  the  burdened  property,  stated  in  a  public  document  or 
in  a  declaration  signed  and  ratified  before  the  judicial  authorities,  or  an  administra- 
tive resolution  agreed  to  by  the  interested  jiartiee,  or  a  judicial  decisiou. 

XIX.  The  owner  ol^mining  fields  who  wishes  to  aci[uire  a  legal  right  of  way, 
which  does  not  receive  the  conxent  of  the  party  who  considers  himself  burdened  by 
the  some,  shall  apply  to  the  department  of  development,  which  shall  decide  within  - 
the  space  of  time  and  with  the  formalities  established  by  the  regulations,  whatever 
it  judges  opportune,  always  hearing  beforehand  the  dissenting  party.  In  coseeither 
the  latter  or  the  petitioner  does  not  agree  to  the  administrative  resolution,  the  right  is 
reserved  to  them  to  apply  to  the  respective  local  tribunals  within  the  time  specitled 
by  the  regulations.  The  decision  shall  be  communicated  by  the  tribunal  which  gives 
the  same  to  the  department  of  development. 

XX.  In  case  the  administrative  decision  be  favorable  to  the  petitioner  and  adverse 
to  the  opposing  party,  it  can  only  be  acted  upon  immediately  by  the  petitioner  giv- 
ing bonds  satinfactory  to  the  department  of  development,  fur  the  indemnification  of 
any  damages  in  case  the  opposing  party  receive  judgment  in  his  favor  in  the  courts. 

XXI.  The  ruling  of  the  three  preceding  clausea  is  applicable  to  all  cases  iu  which 
that  which  is  ordered  in  the  other  clauses  may  give  rise  to  judicial  con  teals. 

Skctio^I  II. — Abovl  exploration),  MMngfialdt,  and  mineral  conceitiotu. 

Abt.  13.  Any  inhabitant  of  the  Republic  can  Rreely  make,  in  government  ground, 
exploration  conducive  to  the  discovery  of  mineral  bodies,  bnt  i(7 instead  of  borings, 
excavations  should  be  mode,  these  shall  not  exceed  ten  meters  in  extent,  eithwu 
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leofftlv  DOT  in  depth.  KoliceDse  shall  be  aecesMr;  fur  this  work,  bnt  prevloDS  notice 
sbaTl  be  ([iven  to  the  respective  auttioritiea  (icrordinB  to  the  provisiona  of  the 
resulatioDs. 

lu  t^onnd  of  privBte  property  no  miniii)(  exploratlonH  can  bo  mode  without  the 
permiBsion  of  the  owner  or  his  representative.  In  cose,  however,  that  this  permis- 
sion can  not  be  obtained,  it  can  be  requested  from  tlie  respective  ndminislrative 
authorities,  who  shall  l^ive  the  same  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Tegu- 
latiouH,  bands  being  pravionsly  given  by  tlie  e:cplorer  fur  tlie  damage  which  ma;  be 
cansed,  after  the  authorities  liavo  heard  the  owner  of  the  groaud  ot  his  represeo- 

Inside  of  private  b 
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populated  places,  public  works,  ]>ublic  buildings  or  fortifications,  or  in  tbeii  Deigh- 
borhood.  The  regulations  shall  fix  in  all  tbene  caees  the  luiuimuni  distance  within 
which  said  works  of  investigation  can  be  allowed. 

During  three  mouths'  time,  which  can  not  be  prolonged,  coonted  from  the  date  of 
the  notice  of  the  permission  or  of  the  administrative  resolution  mentioned  iu  this 
article,  only  the  explorer  shall  have  the  right  to  receive  mining  fields. 

Akt.  14.  The  unit  of  ooncessiou  or  the  mioiug  field  (pertenencia)  in  future  shall 
bo  a  solid  block  of  unlimited  depth,  defined  above  ground  by  thut  part  of  the  surfaoe 
which  iu  horizontal  projection  gives  a  square  with  sides  100  meters  long  an d  bounded 
underground  by  the  four  vertical  planes  corresponding  to  the  same. 

This  unit  of  mining  field  (perteneucia)  is  indivinihle  iu  all  contracts  concerning 
mining  concessions  or  ownership  of  the  same. 

Art.  15.  Hlxcept  as  regards  the  final  disposition  of  article  13  of  this  law,  the  con~ 

'--B  shall  belong  and  shall  always  he  given  to  tho  first  applicant,  and  shall 

~,  in  all  coses  iu  which  there  is  sufficient  freo  ground,  the  number  of  lii'~' — 
ilch  the  interea' 
h  the  dispositio 
which  form  his  grant. 

In  case  there  remain  b etwee 
Ing  a  space  less  thim  the  nnit 
petitioner. 

SkCTIOK  ni. — About  tie  node  of  ao^HJrinjr  ntinini;  conceeliojia. 

Art.  16.  The  department  of  state  and  of  of  development  shall  name  iu  the  States, 
Territories,  and  in  the  Federal  district  special  agents  in  its  service,  before  whom 
the  applications  for  mining  oonoesHtune  shall  bo  presented.  These  agents  are  author- 
ized to  collect  fees  according  to  the  tarilF  to  be  Uxcd  by  the  department  mentioned. 

Art.  17.  The  agents  of  the  department  of  development  shall  receive  the  applica- 
tions for  mining  ooncessions  and  shall  note  down  immediately  on  the  register  the 
day  and  hour  of  presentation.  They  shall  tlierenpon  proceed  with  tho  publication 
of  the  application  nnd  tho  meosuromont  of  the  fielclH  (pertenencias)  by  the  expert, 
or  the  man  whom  they  shall  appoint,  and  in  case  there  be  no  oppositiim,  they  shal! 
send  a  oopy  of  the  proceedings  and  of  the  niiip  to  the  department  of  development  for 
the  corresponding  apjiroval  and  the  extension  of  the  titles. 

The  regnlationa  shall  iiz  the  time  within  which  these  acts  have  to  take  place,  and 
■hall  detail  the  mode  of  procedure  of  Uie  agents. 

Art,  18.  The  approval  of  the  ])roceediiigs  being  obtained  and  the  title  to  the 
property  having  been  given  in  favor  of  the  concessionaire,  the  latter  outers  into  poe- 
■ession  of  the  mining  fields  without  further  formality. 

Art.  19.  The  agents  of  the  department  can  not  eospend  tho  proceedings  for  any 
reason  whatever,  nnless  there  be  opnonltion.  When  once  the  time  which  is  fixed  by 
the  regnlotions  expires,  tlioy  Bbiill  be  obliged  immediately  to  send  the  protocol  of 
the  proceedings,  in  whatever  condition  it  may  be,  to  the  departmeut  of  development, 
so  that  after  examination  it  declare  may  the  tardy  ajiplicant  rejected,  should  the 
ranltbehis,  or  hold  the  agent  respouHible,  if  through  him  the  c.ise  has  been  delayed. 
The  tardy  applicant  can  not  again  petition  for  the  snnie  cnnciwiiun. 

Art.  20.  When  opposition  ie  made  by  tlieowncr  of  the  snrliice  ground  to  the  request 
for  any  miniuK  concession  or  to  the  making  of  tho  rc.npective  measnromeiita,  and  he 
claims  that  the  ore  deposit  does  not  exist,  and  if  there  be  found  indication  of  a 
deposit  on  the  surface,  or  any  excavations  or  workings  of  exploration  in  the  deposit 
itself,  tho  agent  of  the  department  of  development  shall  disregard  tho  opposition.  In 
case  that  no  indications  of  an;  ore  body  exist  on  the  surface  of  the  ground  (uid  there 
be  no  excavations  or  workings  on  the  same,  tlion  a  proceeding  aualogons  to  Section 
II  of  this  law  shall  be  followed,  tho  proper  Judge  deciding  vniether  or  not  the  con- 
cession shall  be  granted.  His  decision  can  l>e  appealed  from  iu  both  cases.  The 
decree  shall  be  communicated  to  the  department  of  development, 

AsT.  21.  The  agents  of  the  department  of  development  shall  suspend  proceeding* 
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3,  and  shall  tend  tbe  protocol  to  th«  Judge  of  flnt  instuiae 
....  .    ihe  legAl  ileciaioD.    Jodioi*!  »i)tboritiM  shall  adTi»e  the 

departmsnt  of  developmeDl  of  tneir  deciaion. 

Skction  IV.—GentralprovUion*. 

Art.  22.  The. working  of  niiDeral  aiibntaticea,  whether  they  helong  to  those  that 
are  acquirpil  through  a  conoeealon  nccording  to  this  law  or  to  those  that  beloiiK  to 
the  owner  of  the  surface,  shalHiesubjecttoall  the  diapositioan  which  tho  provisions 
of  this  law  may  dictate,  in  regard  to  police  regnlntious  and  the  security  of  the  work- 
ings themselvi's,  but  if  tho  ovrners  conform  to  the  regulations  they  will,  on  tfan  other 
hand,  have  complete  liberty  of  indu atrial  action — to  work  in  the  way  that  auits  them 
beet,  to  hurry,  delay,  or  suspend  for  mure  or  leas  time  their  work;  to  employ  the 
number  of  workmen  they  wish  and  wherever  it  anita  them  beat,  and  finally  to  follow 
whatever  system  as  regards  workiuga,  extraction,  drainage,  or  ventilation,  they  con- 
eider  moat  suitable  to  their  own  intcrcsta.  The  ownera,  however,  remain  reaponai- 
ble  for  the  accidents  which  happen  in  the  mines  on  account  of  their  being  worked 
ba<ny,  and  for  damages  occasioned  to  other  properties  by  reason  of  not  tuing  out 
wat^,  or  any  other  circnmatance  which  may  impair  the  intereeta  of  others. 

Art.  23.  When,  in  order  to  hnrry  the  worK  in  the  mines  of  a  locality,  the  neces- 
sity ariaea  for  making  drainage  tiinnela,  the  execntion  of  theae  works  ahall  be  a 
matter  of  contract  between  the  intereated  pnrtiea. 

Art.  24.  The  partnerships  or  companies  formed  for  working  mines  ahsll  be  gov- 
erned by  the  disposition  of  the  Commercial  Code,  except  m  regards  aaaociatlons 
which  are  not  admlasible  in  mining  affairs. 

Art.  25.  The  contracts  for  fnm ish in g  money  to  tho  miner,  known  as  "avfo,"  shall 
In  fatnre  have  the  character  eithr.r  of  partnership,  in  which  case  the  provision  of 
the  foregoing  article  shall  be  observed,  or  of  mortgage.  The  mortgage  in  mining 
matters  can  oe  freely  given  in  accordance  with  the  regnlationa  of  the  Civil  Code 
of  the  Federal  diatrict,  bat  the  indtvianbility  of  the  mining  field  (pertenenciaa), 
established  in  Article  11  of  this  law,  shall  he  taken  into  account  and  the  regnlationa 
of  the  Commercial  Code  aa  regards  the  rcEiater  ahall  be  obaerveil,  and  for  this  puT- 
poBo  a  special  book  of  mining  operations  ahall  be  opened.  The  holder  of  the  mort- 
gage ahall  always  have  the  right  to  pay  the  tax  mentioned  if  '  -.t;~i-  ^  »'  »i>i-  i  — 
ana  shall  throngh  this  payment  acqnire  a  right  of  preferenct 
mine  in  regard  to  hia  own  mortgage. 

Art.  26.  The  mortgage  may  be  divided  into  mortgage  bonds  to  name  or  to  bearer, 
either  in  the  titles  which  conatitnte  the  debt  or  by  a  later  document.  In  every  ooss, 
it  ahall  contain  the  dispoaitirms  organiiting  the  representation  of  the  holders  of  the 
bonds.  These  dispositions,  and  also  those  relatinK  to  the  amonnt  of  thedebt,  to  the 
conditions  of  the  same  and  to  the  gnarantee,  shall  appear  in  print  on  each  of  the 
mortgage  bonds. 

The  botdern  of  the  mortgage  bonds  con  only  take  action  against  the  debtaror  the 
mortgaged  property  throngb  their  common  tepreaentatlve,  whoae  acla  as  regards 
"-   '~  'ights  shall  be  obligatory  on  all  the  holders. 


Art.  27.  The  trials  by  oourt  in  mining  matters  shall  take  place  and  be  decided  ir 
the  Federal  district  and  Territories  and  in  each  State,  before  the  jndgea  and  tribu 
nala  which  there  are  competent  according  to  the  regnlationsof  the  Commercial  Code, 


and  that  which  ia  preacnbed  in  Chapter  9,  Title  1,  Book  4,  of  said  Mercantile  Code 
shall  be  obaerved,  baaed  on  this,  that  tho  first  expeune  of  the  administTatioD  indi- 
cated in  the  second  clause  of  Art!c!n  1030  of  thesamecodeisthepaymentof  the  tax. 

Art.  28.  The  new  tax  which  shall  bo  paid  by  all  mining  connessioos,  with  the 
exception  of  those  which  are  expressly  exempt  by  contract,  ahall  be  a  Federal  tax 
on  the  property,  and  shall  be  eatabliahed  by  the  reapective  special  law. 

A«  regards  the  other  taxes  on  mining,  the  diapositiona  of  the  law  of  Jnne  R,  ISST, 
shall  be  observed. 

Art.  29.  Default  of  oayment  of  the  property  tax,  levied  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations  and  procednre  of  the  law  which  eatablishee  the  same,  shall  conatitnte, 
ftom  the  date  this  present  law  goes  into  force,  the  only  reason  for  forfeiture  of  min- 
ing property,  which  in  this  case  remains  free  of  all  hunlen  and  shall  be  conceded  to 
the  flrat  applicant,  in  accordance  with  the  pro  visions  of  this  law  and  ita  regnlationa. 

Art.  30.  The  induatrial  branch  of  mining  shall  lielong  to  the  department  of  atate 
and  of  development,  colonization,  and  industry,  whicn  therefore  can  dictate,  in 
accordance  with  the  regnlationa  of  thialaw,  all  the  meaaurea  it  Jndgea  neceaaary  for 
the  promotion  of  the  proaperity  of  the  mining  indnatry;  and  which  shall  watch  that 
the  said  law  he  enforced.  It  ahall  name  the  inspecting  mining  engineers  it  may  think 
necesaary,  to  visit  the  workings  of  mines  or  niinerol  substuiUcea,  to  study  the  some, 
to  make  inveatigationa,  and  to  fulfill  in  gi'ncral  whatever  commisaious  the  depart- 
ment may  give  them,  in  accordance  with  the  details  prescribed  by  the  regnlations. 


460  COMMEBCIAL  RELATIONS. 

Art.  31.  Th«  ezecotive  GoverDmeDt  aliall  fix,  according  to  the  t«rmH  of  Article  SI 
of  the  Fedeniil  constitution,  the  governmental  nnntRhnienta  wbich  tboee  incur  -who 
inftloge  the  dUpoeitious  of  the  regulations  which  it  issnes  for  the  enactment  of 
this  law. 

TlieoScial  tranaKTesaionsfomhich  the  agents  of  the  department  of  development 
are  responsible  shall  be  Judged  by  the  Judges  of  the  correeponding  district  accord- 
inK  to  the  respective  laws. 

The  ordinary  tranagressiona  committed  in  tbn  mines  remain  subject  to  tbc  oorre- 
ejiouding  territorial  Jodges;  this,  lioweveriBhall  not  interfere  with  tbe  governmental 
ptiiiishnient,  should  the  aduiiniatrativo  Federal  authorities  impose  same. 

Akt.  32.  The  oBtabliahment  and  working  of  milla  and  all  kinds  of  metallurgiRnl 
woikH  ahull  be  guided  b;  the  regulatioua  of  the  common  law,  and  as  regards  taxes 
bj  tboae  of  the  law  of  June,  1887, 

Art.  33.  There  remain  exempt  from  taxea  thoao  parts  of  the  tnnncla  aitnated  ontalde 
of  pro|Mrtiea,  when  theae  are  destined  eKclusively  for  the  ventilfiling,  draining,  and 
extracting  of  minerala  that  do  not  proceed  from  the  said  tunnela. 

SacTiON  V. —  Trantilory  pToritioiu. 

Art.  1,  The  deDoanceueutB  of  mioea  or  surplus  ground  (demosiaa)  which  are  in 
procedure  when  thia  law  gots  into  force  ahall  be  continned  and  substantiated  and 
shall  be  decided  according  to  the  pro^'istOIIa  of  the  same. 

Art.  2.  The  Burplas  ground  or  open  upases  Kxinting  between  neighlwring  mining 
propertiea  and  which  have  not  been  denouuced  when  tbis  law  takes  eflect,  eball  col- 
reapond  and  shall  be  given  to  the  firat  party  who  applies  for  the  same. 

Art.  3.  The  contracts  for  the  exploration  nud  workini;  of  mining  zones  made  wilh 
the  department  of  state  and  expedition  of  development,  colonization,  and  industry 
which  are  in  force  when  this  law  takes  ofl'ect  and  in  virtue  of  which  the  concesaion- 
airea  are  complying  with  the  respective  stipulations,  shall  remain  in  force  for  the 
whole  time  of  their  duration,  if  the  oonoess  ion  aires  so  deaire.  The  con  cc«aioD  aire 
can,  liowever,  within  a  year's  time,  counted  from  the  date  thia  law  goea  into  force, 
choose  the  proviaions  of  t1>e  new  law,  and  as  soon  as  he  makes  declaration  to  thia 
ctTect  before  the  department,  he  shall  be  relieved  by  tlie  same  from  the  obligationa 
which  aaid  contracta  impoaod  on  bim,  and  shall  receive  again  the  correepondiog 
deposit.  ReTuaining  aubjecl  to  thia  law  and  its  regulations  only,  he  aball  acquire 
and  coiiaerve  perpetually  bia  mining  couceasiouB  oa  long  as  payment  is  made  of  the 
Federal  property  tas. 

Art.  4.  Existing  mining  propertiea  which  are  being  worked  or  are  held  by  apecial 
permit  (amparo)  when  this  law  goea  into  force,  notwithataoding  that  they  are  not 
)ti  accordance  with  the  same,  shall  remain  in  exiatence,  and  the  luiiiea  ahall  be  gov- 
erned by  the  former  meaaures,  though  these  be  different  from  those  now  established. 

Ah  regards  the  tax,  however,  the  unit  mentioued  in  Article  IG  of  tbis  law  ahall 
serve  aa  a  baaia. 

The  owners,  however,  can  ask  foe  a  lectilication  of  the  concession  and  for  a  new 
property  title. 

Art.  S.  The  oontrocte  for  furnishing  money  to  the  miner  ("avfo")  and  nil  those 
relating  to  mining  bnsiuesH  which  are  in  uxialeuce  when  this  law  takes  efTect,  shall 
be  governed  by  their  respective  atipulations,  as  regards  points  which  may  have 
been  omitted  bv  the  mining  law  which  was  in  force  at  tbe  tim<i  tbeae  contracts  were 
made;  but  it  shall  be  iDdiapenaable  to  the  validity  of  the  futni'e  operations  wliicli 
have  their  origin  in  theae  contracts  that  these  be  registered,  according  to  the  dispo- 
aitiona  of  Articlua  24  and  26  of  this  law,  within  a  year's  time,  counted  from  the  date 
ittakea  effect. 

Therefore,  whenever  a  mining  business  is  transferred,  under  whatever  pretext,  to 
a  third  owner,  the  latter  shall  be  rospooHiblo  for  tbe  obligatioos  resulting  from  said 
contracts,  supposing  that  any  question  in  court  xboulil  ariae  from  the  same. 

Art.  I>.  The  work  which  is  lining  dono  in  the  mining  Ii«ld  (pertonencia)  of  another 
owner  in  accjjrdanco  with  tlio  law  atill  iu  force  can  not  be  proseciiteil  after  the  date 
on  which  the  present  law  takes  elTect,  unless  it  have  the  oonaent  of  llie  owner  of 
this  field. 

FINAL  PROVISIONS. 

Only  article.  This  law  will  go  into  force  in  the  whole  Republic  o 
and  from  that  date  the  mining  code  of  November  22,  li"'  ---*  "■- 
and  provisions  relating  to  tbe  anme,  shall  be  aboliabed. 

Article  10  of  the  law  of  June  G,  1887,  shall  be  abolished  from  the  date  of  the  pro- 
mulgation of  thia  law. 

Mzxico,  ^iiH«  4, 1S93. 
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The  President  of  the  Gepnblio  has  been  plesMd  to  Rend  me  the  followiug  deoree: 

Porfirio  Dlmt,  oonstitiitioiial  I'reeideiit  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  tnokDe  hDown 

to  their  inhabitants  that  tbe  Confrraas  of  the  Union  has  thought  well  to  decree  ae 

The  ConKiwe  of  tbe  United  States  of  Mexico  decrees : 

Art.  1.  In  Mccordauce  with  the  proviaione  of  tbe  articles  lelatinf;  to  the  new  min- 
ing law,  there  shal]  be  establiiihea  a  Federal  profierty  tax,  which  shall  consist  of  two 
parts — one  part,  which  has  to  be  paid  once  only  in  stamps,  to  bo  fixed  to  aU  titles  of 
mining  property ;  and  another  part,  which  has  to  be  paid  yearly  for  each  one  of  the 
mining  nelds  ol  which  a  grant  is  compoeed. 

As  regards  the  tax,  the  mining  field  ("pertenencia")  or  nnit  of  conoession  shall  be 
that  eetabliabed  by  Art.  U  of  the  new  mining  law.  Conaeqaently,  all  old  and 
new  mining  flelds  existing  in  the  Bepnblic,  whatever  be  their  extent,  sliaJl  be  volaed 
according  to  this  unit. 

For  the  fractions  of  mining  fields  that  amount  to  one-half  or  more,  the  tax  shall  t>e 

Eid  as  if  they  were  whole  fields,  and  nothing  shall  be  paid  for  tbe  fraction  that  is 
8  than  one-half. 

Art.  2.  Within  the  anprorogabie  space  of  time,  oonnted  from  the  promalgation  of 
this  law  nntil  the  Slst  of  Octol>er  of  the  present  year,  every  owner  or  actoal  pro- 
prietor of  mines,  whatever  title  he  may  have,  sbaU  be  obliged  to  present  his  docn- 
ments  to  the  office  of  the  treasnry  which  the  rej^nlations  of  this  law  mav  determine, 
eo  that  the  new  stamps  of  ownenhip  of  the  mines  mny  bo  fixed  t«  the  title,  and 
aoconnt  ma;  be  taken  for  tbe  payment  of  the  nnnaal  oonlribntion  of  the  number  of 
miTiing  fields  (pertenenciaa)  wfiioh  form  the  property,  a  eoneeponding  register  being 
opened  for  tbis  purpose. 

Tbe  titles  which  the  department  of  promotion  shall  extend  in  fntnro  in  aeoordance 
with  the  new  mininf^  law  must  carry  tbe  stamps  corresponding  to  tbe  same.  These 
stamps  shall  be  furnished  by  the  party  receiving  tbe  grant  and  shall  1>ein  proportion 
to  the  mining  fields  ( pertenenciaa)  which  the  j^rant  contains. 

Art.  3.  The  property  stampa  of  tbe  mines  shall  be  of  the  value  of  ten  dollan  and 
be  affixed  to  tbo  titles  of  the  property,  one  for  each  mining  field  of  ten  thooitaod 
Miaare  meters,  the  rule  established  in  Art.  X  to  be  followed  as  regards  the  fractions. 

lltese  stamps  must  be  canceled  by  the  office  of  the  treasury  authorized  to  receive 
the  titlts  which  were  extended  up  to  the  30th  of  June  of  tbe  present  year,  tbe 
department  of  promotion  canceling  those  belonging  to  tbe  titles  which  are  extended 
in  accordance  with  tbe  new  mining  law. 

Akt.  i.  From  tbe  Ist  of  July  of  the  present  year,  all  owners  or  proprietors  of  mines 
shall  be  obliged  to  pay  the  sum  of  ten  ilollars  annually  for  each  one  of  the  fields 
(pertenencias)  of  which  tileir  grants  are  aouiposed. 

The  amount  of  the  tax  shall  be  the  same  whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  the  snb- 
stance  which  is  being  worked,  on  the  nuderataiidingthat  the  mine  has  been  aoqnired 
thmugh  it  en  ODD  cement,  or  by  special  K^'i^nt'  i'efore  the  date  on  which  the  new  mining 
law  takes  eifeot,  anil  that  in  future  it  shall  be  acquired  by  grant  and  titje,  In  aooord- 
aiice  with  the  new  law. 

Only  those  mines  shall  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  the  annual  contribntion  on 
mining  fields,  and  of  the  stamps  on  tbe  titles  of  the  pniperty,  which  have  lipen 
expressly  freed  from  the  same  by  contracts,  made  with  the  Execative  Govemment  in 
virtue  of  tbe  authority  given  by  the  legislature  and  approved  by  tlie  same.  The 
exemption  shall  only  laet  for  tbe  time  stipulated  in  the  ooutrao^  without  oppor- 
tunity for  prorogation. 

Art.  6.  The  yearly  property  tax  on  mines  shall  be  paid  in  three  advance  payments 
(luring  each  lisoal  year,  this  payment  to  be  made  during  tbe  first  month  of  each  cue- 
third  part  of  tbe  year,  in  the  office  of  tbe  treasury,  whioh  tbe  regulations  of  this 
law  shall  determine  and  to  which  the  taxpayers  are  obliged  to  go  in  order  to  make 
their  payments,  withont  further  need  of  notification  or  any  other  excuse  on  which 
they  might  found  delay. 

AsT.  6.  Faiinre  of  presentation  of  tbe  title  which  secures  the  possession  of  the 
mine,  within  tbe  time  fixed  in  Art.  2,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  equal  to  the  amount 
of  tbe  stamps  which  the  title  has  to  carry,  if  the  same  be  presented  within  the  two 
months  following  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed.  For  every  additional  two 
months  that  the  presentation  is  delayed,  the  holder  shall  incur  a  fine  equal  to  the 
amount  of  the  stamps. 

The  concealment  of  the  unmbec  of  mining  fields  shall  be  punished  with  a  fine 
equal  to  double  the  amonnt  of  tbe  stamps  which  the  title  oiicbt  to  have  had  for  the 
conceded  mining  fields  (pertenencias),  to  which  shall  be  added  double  ^e  amount 
of  the  yearly  tuc  for  the  whole  of  the  time  that  the  same  has  not  bean  paid.    This 
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shall  not  intorfera  with  the  civil  or  criminal  responsibility  to  which  the  concealer  is 
iable  sutd  to  which  he  shall  be  subjected  in  due  time. 

Failure  to  pay  tbe  annnal  property  tax  within  the  first  month  of  each  one-third 
part  of  the  year,  shall  cause  the  owner  to  incur  a  Hue  amounting  to  fifty  per  cent  of 
the  amount  of  the  tax,  in  cnse  he  pay  during  the  second  month. 

If  the  payment  be  made  iu  the  third  month,  the  fine  shall  be  eqnal  to  the  amount 
of  the  tax.  When  once  this  last-named  space  of  time  has  expired  withoat  the  tax 
and  the  aoonmnlated  fines  beiuK  paid,  tbe  ntinine  property  shall  be  lost  to  the  owner 
without  recourse  whatever.  Tuo  department  of  the  treasury  shall  make  the  corre- 
sponding declaration  and  shall  publish  the  same  iu  the  official  paper,  ao  that  any 
other  party  may  petitiou  for  tbe  property. 

Art.  7.  When  the  owner  of  the  mine  sells  the  same,  ho  shall  give  tbe  Tespeottve 
notice  for  annotation  in  tbe  rejcister,  aud  the  bill  of  sale  which  is  given  shall  carry 
the  stamps  which,  according  to  the  stamp  tax,  it  should  have. 

Art.  8.  In  case  it  no  longer  suits  any  person  or  company  to  continue  working  the 
mine  or  mines  wbich  he  or  it  may  possess,  tbo  correepoudinK  office  of  the  treaeiiry 
shall  be  advised  in  writing,  so  that  the  tax  itiay  be  settled  up  to  the  date  of  tiie 
notification,  and  tbe  correapondiug  annotation  ho  mode  iu  the  register. 

Mexico,  Jtint  6, 1391. 


MINING  REGULATIONS. 
ThePresident  of  the  Republic  has  been  pleased  to  address  me  the  following  deoree: 
Porfirio  Diaz,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  to  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  be  it  known:  That  by  virtue  of  the  constitutional  faculty 
vested  in  the  Executive,  and  iu  conformity  with  article  1  of  the  law  of  Jnne  i  of 
the  present  year,  I  have  seen  fit  to  decree  the  following: 

REOULATIONS   for  ADHINISTRATIVK    PROCBSniMCS   REOAltDINO   IflMMG. 

CllAPTKR  L^Ofagenli. 

Art.  1.  The  s^ial  agents  dependent  on  the  department  of  public  works  and 
appointed  by  said  department,  wherever  jud|ced  necessary  aceorJing  to  article  16tb 
of  the  law  for  any  mining  district,  shall  receive  and  transmit  all  petitions  for  min- 
ing oonoessions  and  extensions  presented  to  theui  aud  shall  exercise  all  the  other 
functions  marked  out  by  tbe  law  and  its  rejinlations. 

In  the  event  of  any  doubt  of  the  proper  application  of  the  law,  the  agents  shall 
consult  the  department  of  public  works. 

Art.  2.  At  the  time  of  making  tbe  appoiutmcnt,  the  jurisdiction  of  each  agent 
shall  be  oleurlv  defined,  uud  the  same,  as  well  as  any  subsequent  amuudment  thereof, 
published  in  the  Diario  Oficial,  the  Government  ofticiat  organ. 

Akt.  3.  The  following  requirements  mnut  be  complied  with  in  order  to  fill  tbe 
positiou  of  agent  of  the  department,  viz:  The  applicant  mnst  be  a  Mexican  citizen 
in  tbe  poHsession  of  his  legal  rights,  and  he  must  fill  no  other  Government  position 
iu  the  Stote,  Territory,  or  Federal  District. 

Art.  4.  With  each  agent  appointed  at  tbe  several  mining  districts,  a  number  of 
BubnlituteH  shall  be  designated  in  proportiou  to  tho  magnitude  of  business  developed 
in  that  distriot. 

These  snbetitntea  must  possess  the  same  qualifications  as  the  agenta  themselves, 
and  will  represent  the  latter  during  any  temporary  or  permanent  absence,  as  well  as 
on  all  occasions  where  legal  impediment  may  occur,  the  subetitnte  being  prevlonely 
colled  upon  by  the  respective  sfionte. 

Art.  5.  Legal  impedimento  to  tbe  at'tiou  of  agents  shall  beconside.red  us  set  forth 
in  Sections  I  to  IX  and  XII  of  article  1132  of  the  Ciimmercial  Code. 

Art.  6.  In  case  of  death  or  serious  illness  preventing  the  agent  from  notifying  his 
sabstitnte,  tbe  latter  shall  enter  into  the  formor's  functions  without  loss  of  time, 
giving  the  department  dne  notice  thereof  through  the  mail,  or  by  telegraph  where 

Art.  7.  The  mining  agents  shall  give  the  public  due  notice  as  to  thpir  place  of 
busiuess  and  hours  devoted  thereto,  which  business  shall  not  be  inteimpted  except 
on  Sundays  and  national  holidays. 

Art.  8.  The  agents  shall  receive  no  other  fees  for  their  services  than  tbose  set  forth 
by  the  respective  taTitF,aud  in  any  case  nnt  specified  thereii  they  shall  consult  with 
'ne  department  as  to  the  amount  to  be  charged. 

Art.  9,  During  tbe  first  ten  days  of  each  month,  tbe  agent  mnat  forward  to  tho 
department  of  public  works  a  detailed  report  of  all  petitions  fbr  mining  ot 
presented  to  hiin  during  the  previous  month. 
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ChaFTEE  II.— Of  explonMmi: 

Art.  10.  Ettch  and  every  inh&bitant  of  the  Rapnblio  ahall  have  the  right  to  cany 
oD  iDin«»l  eiploratiom  on  aoy  wction  of  national  lauds,  due  notioe  thereof  being 
given  tiie  ^gent  at  Uie  reepeotiTB  zone,  as  pTeacribed  by  law.  The  notification  mmt 
be  tendered  in  duplicate,  BpeclfyiD^  therein  the  limite  oF  the  zone  to  be  explored. 

The  agent  ehaU  return  the  ezploriag  party  a  copy  of  said  notification,  apedfyinff 
thereon  the  date  and  honritwaapreMiited  and  warning  him  that  any  digfpngahoiila 
be  done  strictly  iu  conformity  with  article  13  of  the  law  and  14  of  these  re^nlationa. 

Art.  11.  If  tiie  explorationa  are  to  be  made  on  private  property,  the  exploring 
party  shonld  first  obtain  dnepermissionltomtbeownerof  the  property,  or  his  attor- 
ney, who,  if  anthorixiug  it,  will  give  tlie  explorer  a  written  statement  speoifyinK 
thereon  the  limits  of  the  gronnil  to  be  explored,  lliis  statement  mast  be  presented 
to  ttie  respective  agent,  who,  after  making  the  proper  entry  in  the  reoord,  shall  retom 
it  to  the  exploring  party,  naming  the  date  and  hour  when  presented. 

Art.  12.  If  the  owner  of  the  property,  or  his  representative,  ihonld  fail  to  grant 
the  permission  called  fur,  the  exploring  party  shonld  ap^Iy  to  the  agent  for  same, 
stating  at  the  same  time  his  secnrity  therefor.  This  pt^tition  shall  be  presented  by 
the  agent  to  the  owner  of  the  property,  who,  failing  to  protest  within  «  fortnight 
ahall  be  understood  to  grant  his  consent.  At  the  expiration  of  the  aforesaid  flft«en 
days  the  agent  shall  ^opt  the  proper  proceedings,  fixing  at  the  same  time  the 
amonnt  of  security  which  mnst  be  given  by  the  exploring  party  and  a  tf —     ' 

tilirty  days  for  presenting  the  same.     The  security  once  produced,  tt ' 

give  the  explorer  a  written  acknowledgement, '--  *' 

section  to  be  explored. 

Art.  13.  During  a  term  of  three  months,  not  to  be  prorogued,  from  the  date  of  the 
notification,  penuisslon,  or  adniinistrative  proceedings  referred  to  in  Articles  10,  11, 
and  12  of  these  regulations,  the  agent  shall  admit  of  ni>  other  petition  for  the  site 
of  explorations  or  the  limits  thereof  than  those  proceeding  from  the  exploring 

Art.  U.  The  exploring  party  or  parties  shall  not  carry  on  the  work  of  exploration 
in  the  vicinity  of  towns  or  inhabited  places,  nearer  than  fifty  meters  from  the  exte- 
rior bonndaries  of  public  and  private  buildings  and  outhouses  belonging  thereto. 
The  same  distance  shall  be  observed  with  regard  to  Buy  public  edifice  or  constmction 
of  any  kind,  but  this  shall  be  reduced  to  thirty  meters  frooi  the  linen  bordering  on 
highways,  railroads,  and  canals.  With  regard  to  fortified  placee,  no  work  of 
exploration  shall  be  carried  on  within  one  kilometer,  reckoned  from  the  outer  linos 
of  same. 

Ch&ptbr  in. — On  eonoMftou. 

Art.  is.  The  petitions  for  concession  of  claims  or  extensions  must  be  presented 
in  doplioate  to  the  respective  agent.  Theee  petitions  shall  olearly  express  the  num- 
ber of  claims  wanted,  their  situation  on  the  ground,  and  the  relative  position  of  said 
ground  with  regard  to  the  corresponding  municipality,  fixing  the  most  notable 
jioints  of  the  locality  for  identification  and  specifying  at  the  same  time  the  mineral 
substance  to  he  developed.  Should  the  agent  Judge  the  petition  as  lacking  clearness 
and  accuracy  on  any  point,  he  shall  have  the  right  to  qnestion  the  petitioner  in  order 
to  obtain  the  same,  all  such  information  being  affixed  to  the  duplicate  petition  la 
the  presence  of  said  petitioner.  Ignorance  or  inability  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner 
to  atTont  the  desired  information  shall  be  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  registering  the 
petition  or  suflioient  caase  for  suspending  the  proceeding. 

Art.  16.  The  agent  shall  admit  no  other  petition  for  the  same  sitenntil  thedeparV 
ment  of  public  works  has  given  its  tinal  decision  on  the  provision  for  each  petition. 

Art.  17.  On  presentation  of  a  petitinn  to  the  agent,  this  fnnctionary  shall  proceed 
to  register  the  same  in  the  presence  of  the  petitioner,  stating  on  the  margin  of  both 
petition  and  duplicate  thereof,  as  well  as  in  the  ofOclal  register  duly  anthonzed  by 
the  department,  the  date,  hour,  and  numerical  order  of  presentation.  The  petitions 
must  be  registered  strictly  in  the  order  of  dates  and  hour  of  day  preeented,  leaving 
no  space  in  blank  between  the  inscriptions. 

Art.  18.  In  the  event  of  two  or  more  petitions  for  olaims  or  extensions  on  the 
same  site  being  presented  at  the  same  time,  the  decision  shall  be  cast  by  lots. 

Art.  19.  Within  three  days  following  the  presentation  of  a  petition  for  conoeasion 
of  mining  claims,  the  agent  shall  appoint  a  titled  expert,  or,  if  snch  is  not  to  be 
foand,  a  practical  surveyor,  to  take  the  measurements  and  draw  the  plans  of  the 
claims  and  estenaions  solicited,  expressing  clearly  thereon  the  monuments  markiiifc 
said  elaiius,  aa  welt  as  those  of  all  other  claims  within  an  area  of  100  meters  all 
around.  The  agent  may  appoint  the  surveyor  suggested  by  the  petitioner,  provided 
aaid  surveyor  meet  all  tbe  requirements  prescribed  by  law. 


ri-nodi,Go(5glc 


464  COMMEKCUL  RELATIONS. 

Abt.  20.  Within  the  next  eight  Attja  following  the  appointment  referred  to  in  th« 
foregoing  article,  the  enrreyor  mnst  commnnicate  with  the  respective  agent,  statiog 
whether  neaocepts  the  appointment  or  otherwise.  Jf  in  the  first  case,  he  Bfaonld  also 
•tate  that  arrangementB  had  been  condnded  between  himself  and  the  petitioner  as 
to  the  amount  of  fees  to  Le  collected.  The  agent  shall  thereupon  make  the  proper 
entry  in  tbe  respective  provision. 

At  the  request  of  the  petitioner  the  agent  may  extend,  on  one  single  occasion,  tbe 
aforesaid  period  of  eight  days  to  another  eight. 

Art.  21.  Un  making  tbe  entry  referred  to  in  tho  foregoing  article,  the  agent  shall 
fix  a  period  not  exceeding  sixty  days  for  the  presentation  of  drawings  referred  to  in 
article  19,  accompanied  by  an  explanatory  report  by  the  enrveyor ;  the  agent  shall 
then  proceed  to  draw  up  an  extract  in  duplicate  containing  tho  following  data: 

I.  The  petition,  specifying  in  a  clear  and  precise  manner  the  name  and  dwelling 
of  the  petitioner,  aud  the  nnoierical  order  of  the  correeponding  title. 

I!.  Tne  name,  tesldenoe,  and  acceptance  of  the  enrveyor  appointed. 

Ill,  Due  notice  that  within  a  period  not  to  exceed  four  months  tram  the  date  of 
said  extract,  the  title  shall  he  finally  substantiated  at  the  respective  agency. 

A  copy  of  tbe  note  shall  be  published  in  the  bulletins  fixed  ou  the  exterior  of 
edbh  agency,  the  petitioner  furnishing  the  revenne  stamps  necessary  for  said  pobli- 
cation.  Tlie  notice  shall  remain  on  the  bulletin  boards  for  a  period  of  one  month, 
due  entry  thereof  being  made  in  the  corresponding  title. 

Another  copy  of  the  notice  shall  bo  handed  tbe  petitioner,  who,  at  his  own  expense 
and  risk,  and  within  forty  days  after  tbe  date  of  said  notice,  shall  have  tho  same 
published  three  consecutive  days  in  the  official  paper  of  the  respective  State,  Terri- 
tory, or  Federal  district,  copies  of  which  issnos  must  bo  delivered  at  tbe  agency  by 
the  petitioner,  in  order  to  have  (he  same  attaohed  to  the  correB|ionding  title. 

AfiT.  22.  Tbe  publication  of  tbe  notice,  as  stated  in  the  previous  article,  shall 

Qions  to  all  such  as  may  deem  themselves  justified  in  protesting  against 

n  of  the  petition  in  question. 

Akt,  23.  On  makiug  the  entry  referred  to  in  Article  20,  the  agent  shall  hand  the 
expert  a  certified  copy  of  his  appointment,  which  ninst  close  with  the  warning  that 
whosoever  may  resist  or  oppose  the  execution  of  any  work  undertaken  by  the  expert 
shall  make  himself  liable  to  the  penalties  established  in  Article  901  of  the  Penal 
Code  of  the  Federal  district,  or  the  law  of  the  respective  Btate. 

Aht.  24.  Shonld  tbe  experts  meet  any  opposition  or  positive  resiataace  In  tbe  exe- 
cution of  the  previons  article,  they  may  call  the  local  authorities  to  their  assistance. 

Art.  'Z5.  The  exports  shall  pay  due  attention  to  all  remarks  otferad  by  the  peti- 
tioner, OS  well  08  hy  those  who  have  opposed  or  may  oppose  the  petition;  but  they 
shall  reserve  their  vieirs  on  the  snb.ject  for  the  written  report  referred  to  in  Article 
21,  the  prpsentatiou  of  which,  within  the  period  therein  stipulated,  shall  be  for  the 
Huie  account  and  responsibility  of  said  surveyor,  as  well  as  all  damages  that  may 
spring  from  the  nondelivery  of  said  reports  aud  maps. 

Art.  26.  OpjMsition  to  the  concession  of  a  petition  for  any  of  the  following  roa- 
eoDsahall  only  he  admitted  dnring  the  four  months  etipnlated  in  Clause  111  of  Article 
31,  viz: 

i.  By  the  dissent  of  the  property  owner. 

II.  By  invasion  or  trespass  on  adjacent  claims  or  extensions. 

III.  By  prior  rights  or  petition  regarding  the  claims  or  extension. 

Art.  27.  On  receipt  of  a  protest  to  nny  petition,  the  agent  eball  notify  the  peti- 
r  by  means  of  a  written  notice  placed  on  the  bulletin  boards  during  three 
icntive  days,  expressing  thereon  tbe  names  of  the  claimant  and  opponent, 
respectively,  as  well  as  tlie  numerical  order  of  tbe  corresponding  title,  wherein  due 
entry  shall  be  made  of  said  publication. 

Art.  28.  Save  in  tbe  event  of  the  petitioner  notifying  the  agent  that  he  dceists 
from  bis  claim,  the  latter  shall  have  the  opponent's  proteet  preserved,  on  file  until 
tbe  surveyor's  report  and  plans  arc  presented. 

Art.  29.  On  presentation  of  these  documents,  tbe  asent  shall  proceed  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  parties  to  take  place  within  the  next  hftecn  days,  publishing  said 
summons  oil  the  agency  buUotius  daring  three  consecative  days,  and  expressing  the 
niiniher  of  the  provision,  names  of  the  parties,  and  date  and  timo  of  day  appointed 
for  tbe  meeting.  At  this  meeting,  it  shall  be  the  agent's  mission  to  bring  about  a 
cumpromise  between  the  dissenting  parties,  in  order  to  avoid  legal  complications. 
Of  all  these  particulars  due  entry  shall  bo  made  in  the  rospective  provision. 

Akt.  30.  If  tne  opposition  should  spring  Ttom  the  land  owner,  and  the  expert's 
report  should  point  to  indications  of  mineral  deposits  ou  tbe  surface,  or  any  eiplont- 
ttons  in  said  deposits,  the  agent  shall  carry  tbe  administrative  proceedings  on  the 
provision  to  a  conclnsioci,  so  that  the  department  may  iasne  the  proper  title  in  favor 
of  the  petitioner,  since  this,  according  to  articlse  7  and  llof  thelaw,  is  either  simply 
accountable  for  tbe  nndurground  operated  upon,  or  otherwise  leaves  to  tlie  jurintlc- 
tion  of  the  oonrta  the  extension  aud  appraisements  of  the  sorface  oconpied  t>y  the 
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miner.  At  the  conclusion  of  these  prooeedinge,  which  shall  be  dnl;  placed  on 
record,  the  aseiit  ah»ll  notii^  the  puties  that  they  are  at  liberty  to  hare  reoonTM  to 
the  osnal  tribnnals,  according  to  Article  20  of  the  law. 

&BT.  31.  In  any  other  of  the  oases  of  opposition  enumerated  in  Article  26,  should  the 
agent  he  nnsnocessfnl  in  Lringing  the  parties  to  a  oompromise,  he  shall  at  once  sa»- 
pond  all  farther  proceedinn  ana  delirer  the  respective  proTision  to  the  petitioner, 
who,  on  his  own  responsibility  and  within  a  reasonable  term  appointed  by  the 
agency,  mast  present  it  before  the  corresponding  local  jndge  of  flist  instance. 

Art.  32.  If  any  ressonable  opposition,  liased  on  canees  not  provided  for  in  article 
26,  Hhoiitd  he  produced,  the  agent  shall  Himj>ly  affix  the  same  to  the  corresponding 
provision,  wlthont  snepending  the  proceedings  on  this  account. 

Art.  33.  Id  the  event  of  any  opposition  being  made  after  the  delivery  of  the  sur- 
veyor's maps  and  report,  hot  before  the  einirat ion  of  the  four  months  stipnlated  in 
Clause  III  of  Article  21,  the  proreeilingB  referred  to  in  Articles  20  to  32  shall  be  con- 
tinued withont  Interruption,  this  being  the  only  instance  (aside  troia  the  reference 
to  the  tribunals)  where  the  a^ent  may  delay  the  substsntiation  of  the  provisions  for 
thirty-ilvo  days  after  the  said  four  months,  provided  the  opposition  bo  mode  within 
twenty  daysof  the  expiration  of  the  above-mentioned  four  months. 

Akt.  34.  If  the  fonr  months  referred  to  in  Article  26  should  have  transpired  with- 
out any  opposition  being  made,  or  in  the  event  referred  to  in  Articles  30  and  32,  or 
should  the  provision  be  returned  hy  the  tribunals  with  a  Judgment  in  favor  of  the 
petitioner,  the  agent  is  strictly  enjoined  to  forward  to  the  department  of  pnblio 
works,  within  the  next  fifteen  days  following  and  nnder  registered  cover,  copies  of 
the  provision  and  maps,  nuless  the  petitioner  should  nndertalce  to  be  the  bearer  of 
those  documents,  in  which  case  the  agency  shall  give  dne  notice  thereof  to  the 
department, 

AST.  35,  The  petitioner  shall  fumishtheagency  with  the  sjnonnt  of  revenue  stamps 

luired  for  iesaingthe  title.     These  stamps  shall  accompany  the  copies  of  provision 

d  maps  forwarded  to  the  department  nnder  registered  cover,  and  will  be  returned, 
throngh  the  agent,  to  the  petitioner,  if  the  department  should  disapprove  thn  provi- 
sion and  couseqnently  refuse  the  title.  If  the  petitioner  should  so  desire  he  may 
appoint  tho  party  who  must  deliver  the  stamps  at  the  department. 

Art.  36.  Anf  omission  orneglect  in  presenting  the  petitions,  famishing  the  stamps, 
or  printed  notioee,  payment  of  fees,  or  nonappearance  at  tho  meetings,  aod,  in  gsn- 
eral,  of  any  reqairement  mentioned  in  tbis  chapter,  impntsblo  to  the  claimant  or  the 
opponent,  respectively,  shall  imply,  on  the  pE^  of  the  former,  the  relinquishing  of 
all  claims  and  hie  petition,  and  on  the  latter  that  he  desists  from  his  opposition,  and 
consequently  acknowledgiss  the  legality  of  the  petitioner's  claims. 

Abt.  37.  After  due  consideration  and  ajiprovftl  of  the  provision  by  the  department. 
the  proper  title  shall  be  issued  and  forw^*ded  to  the  agent,  who  must  deliver  the 
same  to  the  petitioner  with  a  copy  of  the  maps  duly  stamped  hy  the  department  of 

t'Dbtic  works,  this  department  fumishing  that  of  Dnance  with  a  detailed  report  on 
ho  concessions  granted. 
Should  the  provision  meet  the  disapproval  of  the  department,  the  agent  shall  be 
notified  thereof  in  order  that  any  errors  or  deficiencies  may  bo  rectified,  within  the 
term  appointed  by  the  department,  provided  said  errors  or  deQciencles  are  not 
chnigsable  to  the  petitioner  or  the  agent  himself,  in  which  case  a  dilTareut  course 
sb»ll  be  adopted,  in  accordance  with  £t.  19  of  the  law. 

Chaftkr  IV.— Gassnil  Um§. 

Abt.  38.  The  work  to  be  performed  on  the  ground  hy  the  expert,  according  to  Art. 
19,  must  conform  with  the  scieutilio  proceedings.  Tlie  expert  mnst  determine  the 
magnetic  deviation  of  the  eorapaas,  if  this  iustrament  is  used  to  measure  the  direc- 
tion of  sides.  The  expert  shall  mark  some  of  the  vortices  in  the  perimeter  by  means 
of  permanent  monumenta  on  the  ground,  gathering  all  the  necessary  information 
besides,  in  order  to  verify  said  measaremetits  when  desired. 

The  expert  shall  designate  npou  the  ground  the  spots  where  the  monuments  ought 
to  be  constructed,  as  set  forth  in  Article  11. 

Art.  39.  The  maps  of  tho  respective  claims  must  be  neatly  and  acourately  drawn 
on  strong  paper  for  the  better  preservation  of  said  docnments.  The  copies  thereof 
may  he  produced  on  tracing  cloth.    The  maps  mnst  be  made  in  decimal  proportions. 

Art.  40.  The  selection  and  survey  of  the  claims  upon  the  ground  confer  no  rights 
to  the  oconpation  of  same,  bnt  shall  serve  simply  to  show  the  limits  embraced  in  the 
mining  oonoession  thus  obtained.    For  the  final  acquisition  of  the  surface  required  \, 
by  thepetltioner  for  the  development  of  his  mining  concession,  or  that  covering  the 
total  area  of  his  claims,  he  mnst  either  arrange  with  the  owner  of  the  property  by 


correaponc 
«  prescribed  by  Article  11  of  the 
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Art.  41.  The  monamente  to  be  flsed  on  the  gronnd  mnst  meet  the  following 
reijuirecaents ; 

I.  Tbeir  positiou  most  be  permanent,  as  thej  are  intended  to  make  spots  not  to  be 
cbanged  aa  long  as  the  cuucension  for  the  otaimB  undergoes  no  modi&oatioD.  Their 
constraction  must  be  solid  and  tbey  shall  be  kept  in  good  repair. 

II.  A  sufficient  aamber  of  them  sball  be  erected  in  the  most  convenient  places,  so 
that  from  any  one  monament  tbe  preceding  as  well  as  the  following  one  may  easily 
be  seen.  Care  sbould  be  taken  to  distinguish  the  same  in  shape,  color,  or  any  other 
oharacteristio  mark  &om  those  of  adjacent  claims. 

Art.  42.  The  eon casioaairxe  of  mining  claims  shall  not  ovoratep  the  limits  marked 
in  their  respective  ooncenions  (as  prescribed  by  Article  8  of  the  law),  eioept  in  the 
event  of  waste  lands  existing  near  their  property,  dne  petition  for  theexMnaion 
thereof  being  provionsJy  presented  to  the  respective  agent,  who  shall  proceed  in 
this  cose  oiaotfy  in  the  same  manner  as  prescribed  in  these  regnlstioDS  for  the  con- 
cewion  of  mining  claims.  A  like  process  shall  be  adopted  in  the  substantiation  of 
petitions  for  the  ratification  of  claims. 

Art.  43.  The  possession  of  a  legal  concession  is  indispensable  for  the  development 
of  all  mineral  sabstancea  ennmeiated  in  Article  3  of  the  law.  Therefore,  no  manner 
of  work  tending  to  the  development  of  mines  or  deposits  of  said  substances,  whether 
on  the  anrfaoe  or  under  ground,  shall  be  allowed  without  the  same  being  protected 
by  means  of  a  legal  title  thereto,  duly  registered. 

AsT.  44.  All  petitions  of  couaesaion  for  the  dBvetopment  of  any  substance  not 
eunmeratod  in  Article  3  of  this  law  shall  be  rejected,  the  deveLoptneut  of  said  anb- 
stance,  according  to  Article  i  of  the  same  law,  being  the  oxcluaive  right  of  the  land 
holder. 

Art.  46.  In  compliance  with  Clause  IV  of  Article  13  of  the  law,  a  petition  for  tbe 
ooneaponding  license,  accompanied  by  a  horizontal  projection  and  profile  of  the 
adits,  reduced  to  a  proportional  deaimsl  scale,  and  all  other  particulars  that  may  be 
deemed  pertinent  thereto,  shall  be  preemited  to  tbe  respective  agent.  Said  agent 
shall  forward  to  the  department  the  corresponding  petition  and  maps,  together  with 
hie  report  on  tbe  subjeot. 

The  department,  on  receipt  of  these  documents  and  all  farther  information  that 
may  b«  deemed  ueoeasarp,  shall  proceed  to  render  its  decision. 

.^T.46.  The  owner  of  mining  olaima  who  should  be  refas«d  the  ooiuentof  the 
party  that  ought  to  reuder  tbe  l^gal  service,  shall  present  to  the  departniont  (iucom- 

C"  mice  with  Clause  XIX  of  Article  12  of  the  law)  tbe  corresponding  protest  in  the 
m  of  a  petition,  embracing  all  the  neceaaary  information  on  the  snbject. 
The  department,  la  oonformity  with  the  agent's  reports  thereon  and  nrevioas  hear- 
ing granted  the  dissenting  party  or  bis  attorney,  shall  render  its  deoiuon  within  the 
period  previously  eatabliehed  for  that  purpose. 
Art.  47.  If  the  petitioner,  or  the  party  who  ought  to  render  the  service  referred  tu 


n  Clause  XIX  of  Art.  12  of  the  law,  should  deem  the  department's  judgment  nnfa- 
vorable  to  his  legal  rights  and  interests,  he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  appeal  from  this 
decision  to  that  of  tbe  respective  Judge,  provided  said  appeal  be  made  within  two 


months  from  the  date  of  the  administrative  deoisio 

Art.  48.  In  places  within  the  Republic  not  embraced  in  tbe  Jurisdiction  of  amining 
M^ent,  the  pntitiou  for  coucesaiona,  aa  well  as  the  notices  and  concessione  tbemselvee, 
■hall  be  presented  to  the  postmaster  of  the  locality,  who  shall  flle  aaid  dooomenta, 
expressing  thereon  tbe  date  and  time  of  day  presented,  and  shall  notify  the  depart- 
ment of  public  works  through  tbe  mail,  and  by  wire  where  such  means  are  obbdnable. 

Art.  49.  The  postmaster  shall  receive  and  file  the  petitions  for  conoessious,  or  the 
concessions  themselves,  only  in  snch  caaes  where  his  residence  lies  beyond  the  juris- 
diction of  any  mining  agent. 

Akt.  60.  The  department  of  public  works  shall  publish  in  the  Diario  Official,  the 
Federal  offlcial  paper,  every  six  months,  the  number  of  titles  isaued  dnring  that 

Art,  51.  The  special  book  referred  to  in  Article  25  of  tbe  law  shall  be  kept  by  snoh 
parties  as  are  designated  in  Article  IS  of  the  Commercial  Code  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed for  in  said  code,  Chapter  1,  Title  II,  Book  I. 

Art.  62.  It  la  the  right  of  every  iudividnal  to  insoribe  his  titles  for  future  oon- 
oessiona  or  actual  property  in  the  Commercial  Itegieters,  aa  sanctioned  by  Art.  36  of 
the  Commercial  Code,  in  coses  where  the  proper  regialer  is  not  kept. 

Art.  53.  It  is  oompnlsory  for  all  miniRg  corporatioDS,  as  well  as  fbr  the  erediton 
thereof,  to  regiater  their  transactions,  as  stipulated  in  Articles  26  of  the  law  and  5 
of  the  by-laws. 

Art.  M.  All  mining  oorporationa  are  obliged  to  register  the  location  of  their  min- 
ing elainta,  as  well  as  the  residence  or  residences  of  the  company,  at  the  department 
or  Indicfal  district. 

Art.  55.  If,  through  the  extension  of  olaima  oi  other  causes,  any  doubts  should 
arise  regarding  the  plaoe  where  the  registering  should  he  effected  in  oooordaiioe  with 
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Chaptbr  V.—Bg-Uues. 

Akt,  t.  The  Agents  atudl  reoeive  in  the  BtrlGtoBt  namerio*!  order,  as  per  inveDtory 
thereof,  all  the  provisiona  found  in  the  present  mining  offices,  on  taking  poaMSsiou  uf 
them;  and  all  pruvisioui  pending  resolution  shall  be  given  due  course,  aspreecribed 
lu  Art.  ],  Title  V,  of  the  law. 

Akt.  '2.  All  claims  in  the  coarse  of  pablteatioii  shall  be  placed  on  the  bulletin 
boards  after  the  agent  has  daly  complied  with  the  prmoriptiuu  expressed  in  Article 
21,  said  notice  being  again  pnoliehed  in  the  official  paper  referred  to  in  the  last- 
itieutioned  article. 

Aht.  3.  When  the  proviaione  of  denonneement  have  been  dul.v  advertised,  though 
the  appointment  of  the  erpert  ibonld  be  still  pending,  the  agent  shall  proceed 
exactly  as  in  the  cue  of  a  new  petition  for  oonoession,  without  making  a  new  entry 
in  the  register, 

Akt.  4.  With  regard  to  provisions  where  the  surveyor  lias  been  appointed  bnt  has 
not,  as  yet,  presented  the  maps  and  report,  the  agent  shall  proceed  in  like  manner 
MB  in  the  case  of  new  iietitions,  without  making  a  new  entry  in  the  register. 

Art.  6.  With  regard  to  provisions  where  the  maps  anil  report  liiive  been  duly  pre- 
eented,  the  agent  shall  proceed  to  draw  a  note  indnplicate  coutajning  tlie  following: 

I.  Copy  of  the  petition,  clearly  expreasing  thereon  the  name  and  lesidence  of  toe 
petitioner  and  numerical  order  of  the  corresponding  doeamont. 

II.  The  expert's  report. 

III.  Notice  that  a  term  not  to  exceed  two  months  from  the  date  of  said  note  will 
be  allowed  fur  the  substantiation  of  the  provision  of  the  agency. 

Art.  6.  In  thu  event  of  provisions  on  deuouncemeut  wliere  auy  opposition  should 
have  occarred  before  delivery  of  the  maps  and  report,  l.be  agent  shall  proceed  in 
aecordunco  with  Article  27  and,  if  required,  as  prescribed  in  Articles  28  to  32. 

Art.  7.  With  regard  to  provisioDS  where  there  may  have  be«n  any  opposition, 
the  expert's  maps  and  report  being  delivered,  or  where  the  apposition  takus  place 
within  the  two  mouths  stipntated  in  Article  5  of  these  by-laws,  the  proceedings  shall 
be  analogous  tothosein  Articles  2ti  to  32,  the  agencies  having  tke  right  to  the  thirty- 
flve  days'  extension  granted  in  Article  33. 

Art.'S.  Tbesameproceedinglasin  Articles  27  to  33)  shall  be  adopted  with  regard 
to  provisions  undergoing  the  twenty  days'  probation,  expressed  in  Article  78  of  the 
Mining  Code  of  November  22,  ISM.  The  agents  In  tbeir  administrative  capacity  can 
notrender  their  decision  in  the  same  manner  and  spirit  as  the  correapanding  tribunal. 

Art.  9.  At  the  expiration  of  the  two  months  referred  to  in  Art.  5  of  these  by-laws, 
or  in  any  event  provided  for  iu  Art.  31,  the  agents  aboil  proceed  in  conformity  with 
the  prescriptions  of  said  article. 

Art.  10  For  this  one  occasion,  the  three  days  stipulated  in  Art.  19  shall  begin  to 
count  from  tiie  date  that  the  agent  shall  announce  that  the  office  and  bnsineas  per- 
taining thereto  are  open  to  the  public. 

Therefore  let  this  be  printed,  published,  and  circulated  for  the  fDlhllnient  thereof. 

Hxxico,  June  95, 1S9S. 

TARlVr  FOB  THK  PAYHKNT  OF  FEES  TO  TRK  MINIKO  aORNT, 

I.  For  the  inscriptions  in  the  notice,  or  in  the  concessions  of  explorations  referred 
to  in  Arts.  10  and  11  of  the  "Regulations  or  legal  proceedings  regarding  mining" 
an<l  the  corresponding  entry  in  ttii!  records,  one  dollar. 

II.  For  the  proceedings  on  each  concassiou  oF  exploration  referred  to  in  Art.  12  of 
saiil  regulations  and  entry  thereof,  two  dollars. 

III.  For  registering  each  petition  of  mining  coiioeesion,  or  extension  thereof,  or 
rectiBoatlon  of  saiue,  and  entry  in  ttio  records,  one  dollar. 

IV.  For  the  pnblioation,  incmorials  and  notes  on  provisions,  at  the  rale  of  twenty 
cents  for  each  ten  lines  or  fraction  thereof,  liesides  ten  cents  for  the  title  page  cover, 
ing  the  documents  to  be  paged. 

V.  For  the  transcription,  checking,  and  legalization  of  testimonies,  certificates, 
and  other  copies,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  I'or  each  10()  linee  or  fraction  thereof.  For 
the  search  of  a  provision  or  sny  other  ducuiuent  from  the  archives,  one  dollar. 
When  the  solicitor  can  not  furnish  sufficient  data  on  the  subject  and  documente  of 
over  a  year's  date  most  be  searched,  one  dollar  for  everv  year  thus  reviewed. 

VI.  For  the  searcbing  of  expedients  or  any  other  kind  of  document  from  the 
archives,  one  dollu'. 

Til.  For  every  kilometer  traversed  in  any  direction,  fbr  the  proeeontiou  of  any 
tntnsactiou  in  oonnection  with  his  office,  twenty-Bve  cents. 
Till.  For  examinations  of  any  kind,  five  dollars. 
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IX.  For  iDspeotiona,  Tielts,  or  axaminatioiu  of  aDdeTgroniid  works,  fire  dollara 
for  erery  100  meten  in  depth,  or  fl^action  thereof,  and  five  dollars  for  the  corre- 
epouding  report. 

X.  ¥oT  his  appearance  at  meeting  not  exceeding  an  hoar  in  duration,  three  dul- 
lan,  and  one  dolloc  more  for  ever;  hour  extta  or  mtction  thereof. 

Mexico,  JuneXS,  1832. 

With  the  ubjeot  of  obviating  any  difSonltiea  that  might  arise  in  difFerent  loc»li- 
ties  of  the  national  territory  in  complying  with  thu  provisions  of  Articles  3  and  6 
of  the  regulations  of  June  30  last  of  the  mining  tax  law  (Ley  de  Impnesto  &  la 
Minerfa),  owing  to  the  distance  at  which  mining  properties  may  be  situated  from 
their  respective  federal  tax  oCQcos  (Jefatiiras  de  Hacienda),  and  to  the  difficnlt 
means  of  oommiinicatioii,  the  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States  has  seen  lit  to 
determine  that  in  such  instances  the  nearest  fomeato  agent— subject  to  the  fee& 
which  for  the  peTformonce  of  this  doty  will  be  designated  by  the  proper  depart- 
ment, and  which  will  bo  payable  bv  the  parties  interested — is  authorized,  to  receive 
the  manifestations  prescribed  in  the  above  referred  to  Article  3,  and  copy  of  the 
original  and  last  transfer  title  papers,  which  he  will  duly  compare  and  legalize, 
together  with  the  manifestation  constitating  the  proceedings  in  the  matter,  whiob 
shall  be  forwarded,  accompanied  by  the  report  which  he  must  render,  bearing  on 
the  accuracy  and  limits  of  the  dependencies,  to  the  proper  Jefe  de  Hacienda,  In 
order  that  the  latter,  after  making  the  necessary  entries,  may,  withnnt  further  pro- 
cedore,  carry  out  tlie  provisions  of  Article  1  of  the  regulutions.  The  ''fomento" 
agents  will  be  careful  to  affix  and  cancel  the  stamps  which  the  law  prescribes  on 
the  original  titles,  retaining  the  latter  in  their  poasession  until  final  determination 
is  had,  when  they  shall  be  returned  to  their  owners  with  the  respective  nomber  and 
date  of  entry  in  the  reKietar  of  federal  mining  taxes  (Uegistro  de  Impaesto  Federal 
i  la  Mineria)  noted  thereon,  and  which  will  ^  duly  transmitted  by  the  propel  Jefe 
de  Hacienda. 

Mexico,  Aiig%»t  IS,  189t, 

Depaktmeht  op  Statb  Ain>  Trbasuky  a 
The  President  of  the  Bepnblio  has  seen  fit  to  approve  the  following 
Bbgclationb  of  the  Mininq  Tax  Law  of  Junz  6, 1892. 


Am*.  1.  The  tax  established  by  this  law  is  applicable  bo  the  mining  properties  now 
existing  or  which  may  hbreafter  be  authorized  by  the  department  of  public  works 
(secretaria  de  fomento)  in  oonformity  with  Article  3  of  the  law  of  the  4Ui  of  the 
cnrrent  month.  The  mining  properties  defined  in  Sections  III  and  IV  of  Article  1  of 
the  Mining  Code  of  November  22,  1884,  are,  in  so  far  as  refers  to  taxes,  not  subject 
to  the  present  law,  being  liable  only  to  that  dated  June  6,  1S8T,  and  such  others  as 
may  be  now  in  force. 

Art.  2.  The  tax  upon  titles  shall  be  paid  by  afSxing  to  the  last  deed  of  transfer 
(traslativo)  that  may  bepreseat«dby  the  interested  party,  the  corresponding  amonnt 
of  document  and  bonk  stamps  (dooumentos  y  libros)  iu  conformity  with  A^ole  S  of 
the  law,  the  same  to  be  canceled  as  therein  presoribed. 

Art.  3.  All  owners  and  present  holders  of  mines  comprised  iu  those  referred  to  in 
Article  1  are  obliged  to  present  to  the  proper  "  Jufatnrade  Hacienda"  in  the  States 
01  to  the  "administracionesde  renta«")n  the  Territories,  within  a  term  which  shall 
not  be  extended,  expiring  on  October  31  of  the  present  year,  and  under  penalty  of 
the  fines  which  ma^  be  applicable : 

I.  The  original  titles  of  possession,  pnrsnant  to  Articles  4,  section  6,  of  the  ordi- 
nances of  May  22, 1683,  and  9  of  the  Mining  Code  of  November  22, 1SS4. 

II.  The  laet  deed  transferring  ownership,  in  the  event  of  the  present  owner  or  pos- 
eeseor  being  the  assignee  of  the  original  denonncer. 

III.  A  dealaration  in  duplicate,  nnder  oath  of  alteiring  the  truth,  which  shall 
express  In  detail  the  name  and  place  of  residence  of  the  owner  or  holder,  and  in 
SQoh  cases,  that  of  the  company  and  its  manager  or  representative;  the  location 
and  extension  of  the  dependencies,  and  surplus  grants  in  conformity  with  the  latest 
measurements,  sxpressing  whether  these  are  contiguous  or  interrnpted;  the  amount 
of  all  dependencies  aud  sarplas  grants  taken  poesassion  of;  the  oonverslon  of  this 
amount  into  hectares,  aeoordiag  to  the  terms  of  Article  14  and  traueltorj  Article  4 
of  the  law  of  June  4th  of  the  cnrrent  year,  and  the  reduction  the  petidoner  may 
desire,  if  any,  in  conformity  with  Articles  4,  transitory,  of  the  law  cited,  and  8  oi 
that  of  Jane  6th,  1883. 
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preaeutation  at  tbe  titlM  referred  to  in  the  foregoins  utiele  bM  for 
e  identification  of  the  mine  >nd  the  veriHcation  of  tbe  exaotneaa  of 
f  tbe  dependencies  into  hectftres. 

AST,  5.  The  offices  inentione<l  in  Article  3  will  retnm  iibniedifttelj  to  the  inter- 
ested party  the  duplicate  of  the  declaration,  after  baring  noted  thereon  the  date  and 
boor  at  which  tbe  same  was  presented,  affixing  to  tbe  last  title  tbe  proper  vtampa. 

Art.  G.  Within  tbreedaj'BSDbseqaent  to  that  on  which  the"JofatarB  da  hacienda" 
or  "  adinlniilrscif'iu  de  rentas"  maj  have  affixed  the  Btanips,  the  docnmenta  or  pro- 
ceedinn  (expediente)  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  treasury  department  (secretaria  de 
hacienda)  together  with  a  report  in  which  eonh  office  shall  present  and  enbataiitlate 
its  opiDion  as  regards  the  exactness  of  tbe  declaration  made  by  tho  person  interested. 

Art.  T.  Upon  tbe  receipt  of  the  doCDtneots  or  proceedinjcH  (expediente)  by  the 
treaanr^  department  (secretaria  du  hacienda)  in  the  manner  rjte<l  in  the  last  preced- 
ing article,  the  latter  will  determine,  after  bavinf;  procured  snub  information  thereon 
as  it  may  deem  e>t8<intia1,  whether  the  declaration  shall  be  accepted  or  rejected. 

Art.  8.  As  provided  in  Article  6,  should  tbe  department  find  the  declaration  to 
be  exact,  it  will  return  the  tltle«  to  tbe  proper  "jefatura  de  hacienda"  or  "adminia- 
tr*ci6iiderentaa,"iii  order  that  either  of  the  latter,  as  the  eaee  may  be,  may  delirer 
the  same  to  the  interested  person  and  certify  npon  tbe  duplicate  referred  to  iu  Arti- 
cle 5  the  fact  that  the  tax  nae  been  paid. 

AsT.  10.  Within  three  days  snbgeqnent  to  tbe  notiScation  to  the  interested  party, 
in  the  event  provided  for  in  tbe  foregoing  article,  the  latter  shall  manifest  whether 
or  not  be  agrees  to  the  number  of  dependepcios  determined  by  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, it  being  understood  that  his  acceptation  thereof  will  be  taken  for  granted 
shonld  notice  to  the  contrary  not  be  received  within  the  term  indicated. 

Art.  11.  Should  the  party  in  interest  not  be  satisfied  with  the  nnmber  of  depend- 
encies (pertenencias)  determined  by  tiie  treasury  department  (secretaria  de  hacienda), 
the  latter  shall  designate  an  expert,  who,  with  tbe  docameutary  proceedings  (expe- 
diente) in  bis  posseeaton,  will  make  an  examination  of  the  property  ana  mineral 
possessions,  presenting  within  the  term  of  forty  days  a  report  thereon  which  shall 
be  employed  by  the  said  department  as  a  basis  upon  wniob  to  render  a  definite 
decision  iu  the  matter. 

Art.  12.  Basing  the  same  apoR  the  report  made  by  the  expert  appointed,  tbe 
treasury  department  (secretaria  de  hacienda)  will  render  a  detiuite  decision  in  the 
premises,  retnmingtbeproceedinge  to  the  proper  "Jefatura  de  hacienda"  or  "admin- 
istraciiSn  de  rentas,"  where  the  stamps  corresponding  to  the  amount  locking  will  be 
duly  affixed  and  ■  memorandnm  miule  of  the  duplicate  declaration.  Iu  tbe  event  of 
canse  existing  therefor,  the  petitioner  sball  be  bound  over  to  the  proper  jailicial 
Bothoritiea,  In  confbrmity  with  Paragraph  II,  Article  6,  of  the  law  of  Jane  Gth,  1893. 

Art.  13.  In  any  concession  which  may  be  boreafter  authorized  by  tbe  department 
of  public  works  (secretaria  de  fomento),  after  having  duly  affiled  to  the  titles  tbe 

aier  stamps,  tbere  sball  be  rendered  to  the  treasury  department  (secretaria  de 
enda)  tbe  information  prescribed  in  Article  37  of  the  regulations  of  June  25, 1H92. 

Akt.  14.  Tbe  concessiouairea  of  mineral  zones  not  deairing  to  avail  themselves  of 
irivilegea  conceded  to  them  by  the  seconil  part  of  transitory  Article  3  of  the  law 
.  _  .  e  4tb  of  tbe  current  month,  are  required  u>  appear  before  the  treasury  depart- 
ment (eecretarfa  de  hacienda)  with  a  declaration,  in  duplicate,  conforming  to  Ihe 
reiinirements  of  Article  3  of  tbe  present  regulations,  and  in  which  tbvy  will  also 
stAta  tbe  date  of  their  respective  concesaions  and  whether  or  not  they  have  incorpo- 
rated within  the  limits  of  sncb  zones  mineral  dependencies  distinot  from  those 
conceded  bytheir  contracts. 

Art.  15.  The  treasury  department  (secretaria  de  hacienda),  in  view  of  tbe  declara- 
tion filed  with  it  in  conformity  with  tbe  prescriptions  of  the  preceding  article,  will 
Te<|neet  a  report  thereon  n«in  tlie  department  of  public  works  (secretaria  de  fomento), 
rendering  its  decision  in  accordance  with  tbe  information  oommuaicated  by  tbe 
latter  (lepartment,  and  issuing  to  the  party  in  interest  a  certificate  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  tbe  final  paragraph  of  Article  4  of  tbe  law  dated  the  6th  instant. 

Art.  16.  For  the  same  purpose,  tbe  concession  aires  of  zones  wbo  may  hereafter 
incorporate  within  the  limits  of  such  Eones,  dependencies  (pertcDoncius)  foreign  to 
those  conceded  by  their  contract,  are  required  te  present,  withiD  eight  days  subse- 
quent to  that  on  which  they  receive  notice  from  tbe  department  of  public  works 
(secretaria  de  fomento)  that  such  incorporation  has  been  accepted,  a  declaration  in 
duplicate  to  the  treasury  department  (secretaria  de  hacienda),  which  latter  depart- 
ment will  issne  the  certificate  provided  for  in  tbe  foregoing  arilole. 
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interior  rent  stamps  (MtampillaB  de  la  renta  interior),  the  faoe  thereof  to  1>ear  a 
Btamp,  diagonally  placed  therein,  reading:  "Mining  tax"  (impuestominero). 

Abt,  18.  The  stamp  officers  (admioistradoree  ptinoipales  de  la  renta  del  timbre) 
will  receive,  as  sole  fee,'two  per  cent  of  the  gross  amonut  realized  from  the  sale  of 
Btamps  for  Che  payment  ot'  the  aonnal  mining  tax. 

Akt.  19.  The  stamp  ofUces  (admiaistradores  principales  de  la  renta  del  timbre) 
will  keep  a  register  of  the  minims  sitnated  in  tbeir  respective  districts,  by  aid  of  the 
data  which  the  treasury  department  (secretaria  de  ttacienda)  will  rnmish  for  that 
purpose. 

Art.  20.  Theowuersorholdersofminea  will  make  their  payments  in  Che  principal 
or  district  Bul>tax  office  (admiuistraci^n  principal  6  sabalterna  del  timbre)  corre- 
apODding  to  that  in  which  such  iiiineH  luay  be  located;  the  treasury  depariment 
(secretaria  de  haolRudn),  howover,  may  modify  this  rnle  in  instances  whore  it  may 
be  deemed  e<]nitable  and  convenient  to  do  so,  in  such  case  advising  the  general  office 
(adminiatraciiin  general),  that  the  latter  may  transmit  information  thereof  to  the 
proper  district  branch  of  the  {irincipal  tax  office. 

Art.  2t.  The  principal  stamp  oflicerH  (ailitiiniBtradores  principales  de  la  renta  del 
timbre)  will  reignire  thesnbofBces  or  agencin  to  forward  tliem  tlie  stub  of  tlie  stamp 
sold  for  eooh  mine,  affixed  to  pa^os  on  which  they  will  state  for  which  mines  roHpec- 
tively  the  stamps  have  btien  nold,  and  whether  the  sale  correBponds  to  the  extension 
of  the  property  detailed  ou  the  titles  and  indicated  on  the  duplicate  thereof  retnmed 
lu  accordance  with  Articles  8  and  12. 

On  the  receipt  of  these  pages  or  sheets  by  the  principal  stamp  officers  (adminis- 
tradores  principales)  thev  will  notify  the  treasury  department  (secretaria  do  haci- 
enda), to  which  they  will  nlan  forward  at  the  end  of  each  fiscal  year  all  such  stamped 
paxes  or  sheets  received,  corresponding  to  ouch  mining  negotition. 

Art.  'J2.  Each  one  of  the  quarterly  payments  refer^  to  in  Article  5  of  the  law 
must  be  made  previons  to  July  31st,  November  30lh,  and  March  31sC  of  each  year. 
For  this  purpose,  the  respective  principal  or  substauip  office  (administracidn  prlnoi- 
pal  6  suhaltema  del  timbre)  will  deliver  to  interested  parties  a  printed  ticket  or 
placard  containing: 

I.  The  title  or  heading:  "Mining  tax"  (inipttesto  minero). 

II.  The  name  of  the  State  and  mnnicipaliCy  U  which  the  office  issaing  the  ticket 
or  placard  may  correspond. 

III.  The  name  of  the  mine ;  nnrabor  of  dependencies  (pertenencias)  for  which  the 
tax  is  paid;  mnnioipality  in  which  the  same  is  located;  name  of  owner  of  company 
which  may  he  in  possession  thereof,  and  the  registry  number  of  the  titles. 
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V.  Threeblank  columns  destined  to  receive  the  stamps  corresponding  to  each 
quarter,  which  stamps  are  to  be  duly  cancelled. 

The  interested  parties  are  required  to  place  the  ticket  or  placard  referred  to  in 
th<H  article  in  a  visible  part  of  the  office  of  ibe  negotiator  or  owner  of  tlin  mining 
properties,  with  the  ittampe  accrediting  the  payment  affixed  thereto. 

Art,  23.  Upon  any  quarterly  paymont  Iwconiiug  due,  as  pnivided  for  in  the  fore- 
going article,  and  upon  the  stamp  office  (adminiatracit'in  prinoipal  de  la  rents  del 
timbre)  being  advised  that  such  payment  hus  nut  been  made,  it  will  communiiaie 
the  fact  to  the  fumento  ageut,  in  order  that  the  latter  may,  during  one  month,  tix  a 
notice  thereof  on  the  Lnlletin  board  (tabia  de  avisos)  mentioned  in  Article  21  of  the 
rngnlations  of  June  25,  1892,  which  notice,  as  regards  the  creditors  of  the  mines,  will 
operate  as  a  citation  to  avail  themHelves  uf  the  privileges  iudicated  in  Article  25  of 
tbe  law  of  the  4th  instant. 

The  payment  of  tbe  tax  by  thexe  creditors  can  not  bo  eflTecteil  until  the  notice 
referrad  to  has  been  placed  upon  tbe  bulletin  board  (tabIa  de  avisos)  of  the  depart- 
ment of  public  works. 

Art.  21.  If  within  the  disl.rict  of  any  principal  stamp  office  (adminiBtroeifin  prin- 
oipal del  timbre)  there  shonld  happen  to  bo  uo  fomento  agency  to  which  the  notice 
mentioned  in  tho  preceding  article  can  be  given,  the  said  adninistracion  principal 
will  notify  the  creditors  of  the  mines  through  the  respective  district  court  (juzgado 
del  distrito),  ascertaining  iireviously  in  the  proper  commercial  registry  office  (regis- 
tro  del  comercio)  the  names  of  such  creditors. 

Art.  25.  Upon  the  expiration  of  the  terms  referred  to  in  the  ilnal  part  of  Article  6 
of  the  law,  and  the  tax  still  remaining  unpaid,  the  principal  stamp  offices  (odiui- 
nlstraciones  principales  de  lo  renta  del  timbre)  will  immediately  advise  the  treaanry 
department  (secretaria  de  hacienda),  in  order  that  the  tatter  may  at  once  declare  the 
lose  of  tbe  property,  and  the  department  of  public  works  (secretaria  de  fomento) 
dispose  of  the  mine.  This  mling  will  be  published  in  the  Diario  Otlcial  (Official 
Daily). 

Art.  26.  Tbe  notice  prescribed  in  Article  7  of  the  law  will  be  made  in  writing,  by 
the  party  in  interest,  to  the  principal  stamp  office  (admin istraci^D  principal  de  la 
renta  del  timbre)  throngh  uie  proper  local  snbomee  or  agency.     The  principal 
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adminiatration  will  ndvlse  the  treaanry  ilepartnieiit  (HMretarfa  de  hoeiendk)  thereof 
for  entry  la  the  re^ater. 

Art.  2T.  The  uotificatlnui  referred  to  in  Article  S  of  tbe  law  will  lie  m»de  also  u 
preaoribed  in  the  Ifutt  precedin];  articlt*.  Tbe  principal  adminiatratian  willtnuiamit 
ttie  aanie  to  the  treasnry  departmeDt  (aeeretarfa  de  hacienda)  that  the  tatter  may 
make  eotry  thereof  in  the  reKiater  and  order  their  palilieation  in  the  Diario  Oflciol 
(Official  Daily),  and  effect  the  neceaaary  liqaldation,  which  it  will  coromnnioate  to 
the  proper  principal  administratioD  tbat  the  latter  may  return,  in  aoeh  inetancea, 
the  amouut  which  may  be  dae  tbe  petitioner. 

Art.  28.  The  oonceaaionairea  of  itonca  referred  to  in  Articlea  14  and  16  of  this  law 
are  raqnired  to  eommanicate  with  the  treaaury  department  within  the  flrit  ten  days 
of  the  flacai  year,  that  the  tatter,  while  in  poeeeeainn  of  the  dminnicnta  mentioned  in 
■aid  articles,  may  iaane  the  Toucher  exempting  ttiein  from  payment  of  tbe  aonnal 
mining  tax  (impneato  annal  de  mineria)  during  the  current  flacai  year. 


For  the  pieaeDt  year  only,  the  payment  of  the  quarterly  amount  maturing  in  July 
next  will  not  be  required  in  that  month,  but  can  bo  maile  on  any  day  during  the 
months  of  August,  Beplember,  and  October;  or  the  two  quarterly  payments  which 
will  matnre  on  the  30th  of  NovemtMr  next  may  be  effected  together  previous  to  that 
date. 

MZXICI).  June  SOtk,  1891. 


r  THR  Dkpartmrnt  op  Pdbuc  Works  to  Mininr  AnBNTH. 


ing  law  goea  into  for< 
.  roETeBsive  ideas,  as  well  aa  on  the  ai    ,         ,  .  . 

the  law  Itself,  in  ordeT  that  the  applloatiou  of  the  aame  and  its  respective  regulation 
lU^  not  offer  any  practical  diffloultiee. 

Taking  into  cooaideration,  hotreTor,  that  in  the  traneitory  period  now  entered 
apon  some  donbta  and  uifflcnlties  misfat  ariae,  this  office,  in  order  to  avoid  them, 
deems  it  advisable  to  make  certain  observations  to  yon  relative  to  the  promineui 
points  of  aaid  law  aud  ita  Urat  reeulation. 

Ae  yon  will  see  f^m  Article  S  oi  the  new  law,  tbe  detailed  specifloation  of  articles 
that  require  a  special  concession  to  be  worked  is  otear  and  decisive,  and  cannot  for 
that  reason  give  rise  to  any  doubt  as  to  the  request  for  conceetlous  that  can  legally 
be  preaBnt«d. 


pentionera  or  wbether  they  represent  a 
as  many  pertenenciaa  as  be  may  deaire. 

Although  it  baa  endnsvored  to  make  the  alepa  which,  according  to  the  law,  have 
to  be  taken  In  regard  to  proapeeting  eiuiy,  while  alao  giving  the  proapeotoranmcient 

giarantee,  I  recommend  tbat  yon  on  your  aide  bo  especially  careful,  when  exact- 
^  the  guarantee  to  be  given  by  tbe  proapector,  to  take  Into  occonnt  the  true  prej- 
udice that  may  really  l>e  caused  to  tlie  owner  of  the  property,  with  tbe  view  of 
prudently  estimating  the  amount  of  saiil  guarantee  so  ae  not  tomake  it  exoessive. 

In  the  registration  of  requests  for  concessions,  an  effort  has  been  made  to  give  the  . 
petitioner  every  kindofsccnrity,  with  tbe  objeot  of  avoiding  tbe  frequent  complainte 
which,intbisreapoot,oociirredaadertheaystem  of  denouncement,  when  th  e  require- 
ments fixed  by  the  law  in  thi a  matter  ore  complied  witb,  anfflcient  publicity  shall  be 
given  the  request,  thns  relieving  tbe  agents  of  tlie  respuDaibility  held  by  the  mining 
deputation  owing  to  the  manner  in  which  tbe  publicatioua  were  made ;  and  leaving 
It  to  the  petitioner  and  sneh  persons  as  may  lor  any  reason  whatever  be  interested 
in  the  matter,  to  look  after  the  part  ttiat  may  concern  them. 

As  the  indication  and  measurement  of  the  pertenenoias  on  the  spot  is  of  great 
importauoe,  1  reemnmend  you  to  endeavour  tbat  the  experts  b.  whom  yon  you  entrust 
these  operations  fiilly  nndeistand  their  tasks  and  tbe  responaibilitiee  which  they 
will  Inenr  through  exeenting  their  work  badly.  This,  occonling  to  Artiele  19  of  the 
regnlatlon,  not  only  refers  to  regularly  inscribed  experts,  but  also  to  pnrely  practi- 
cal ansa,  and  JtRve  rise  to  the  provisions  of  Articles  38  and  39  of  the  reonlatioii,  which 
ar»in  accordance  with  the  ruling  law  of  land  messnrements  of  the  2nd  of  Angnst, 
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«TS  will  now  Dot  be  pat  t«  the  expeiues  which  the  presence  of  said  suthoritie*  for- 
merly cauMd,  wUhoDt.  however,  depriving  the  operations  of  all  their  neceaaaTy  legal 
force,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  operotion  is  iu  reality  reduced  to  teohaioal  work 
and  doea  not  iDvoire  the  taking  of  property  or  diBcarding  of  riehts,  hecaate  these 
are  safely  gnaided  by  the  proTisioDs  of  the  law  and  the  regnlation.  The  expert 
hears,  during  his  operations,  the  character  of  a  legitimate  trust  from  the  pnblic 
AuthoritT,  OS  per  the  provisions  of  the  regulation. 

It  luw  Deea  endeavored  to  make  the  steps  necessary  to  pnt  a  request  for  a  mining 
oonoesaion  tbrongh  as  easj  as  possible,  and  also  that  they  should  materially  differ 
from  thoae  that  Bad  to  be  taken  according  to  the  old  law.  It  will  be  yonr  dnty 
to  see  that  the  steps  ■(»  complied  with  within  the  time  specified  hy  the  regnlatioD, 
estraoffloiallf  indnoing  the  petitioners  to  carry  them  throngh,  withoot  the  latter, 
however,  beln^  obligatory  on  the  part  of  the  a^ent.  I  will  also  call  yonr  attention 
to  the  advisahility  of  pointing  out  to  the  petitioners  the  facilities  which  the  law 
offers  to  bona  fide  parties  in  aciiairiDga  minoproperty,  at  the  same  time  that  it  pre- 
vents the  speculator  ftom  preventing  the  aoiinisition  of  the  conceasion  by  other 

In  order  to  avoid  any  doubts  or  perplexity  with  regard  to  the  petitioners,  experts, 
...  .».»»..._   _.  ™»ii  ..  ....n  '^""culties  that  may  arise  in  the  sending  of  *'—  ">■"!-" 

>  this  ministry,  I  reqnest  yon  to  M  e 

n  the  wording  of  the  eztractx,  leoords,  i  

loonments,  aa  well  as  to  he  very  careful  in  their 
arrangement. 

It  is  adviaable  to  inform  yon,  in  order  that  yon  may  notify  the  petitioners  for  min- 
ing coiicessiouB,  that  they  need  not  have  an  attorney  or  other  representative  in  thta 
capital  for  the  purpose  of  reoeiving  the  title  to  their  property ;  because,  as  soon  aa 
the  documents  have  been  approved  and  the  correBPonding  stamps  furnished,  iu  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  regnlation,  the  title  wilt  be  forwarded  to  the  petitioner 
through  the  respective  agent  of  pnblic  works,  without  any  extra  expense  being 
Incurred  by  the  interested  party. 

In  conformity  with  the  uasis  which  governs  this  taw,  and  as  the  miner  is  not 
compelled  to  begin  his  development  work  within  a  stated  time,  ho  is  at  liberty  to 
make  orrangemeote  with  the  owner  of  the  land  as  to  the  time  most  suitable  for  lach 
commencement,  in  order  to  give  greater  scope  to  his  development  work,  thus  avoid- 
ing the  expense  of  taking  possession,  which  is  not  obligatory  by  the  law,  it  being 
snfflcient  in  order  to  acqnii^  the  preference  to  have  the  documents  anproved  under 
the  actual  state  of  the  common  legislation  of  the  entire  repnlilic,  and  the  correspond- 
ing title  will  be  issued,  which  Is  ampIysufBcienttoenforceall  judicial  rights.  Such 
puties.aa  are  desirous  of  being  put  Iu  possession  of  what  they  haveocqalred  with 
greater  celerity,  will  in  fntnre  have  to  apply  to  the  Judicial  antboritiea  for  such 
purpose. 

Taking  into  oousidetation  that  the  law  as  well  as  the  regulation  only  anthoriEee 
the  agents  in  their  dealings  to  exercise  purely  administrative  and  clearly  defined 
fnnctions,  this  office  trusts  that  the  work  of  the  agents  will  be  carried  out  more 
expeditionsly  than  was  the  caae  with  the  mining  depntations,  and  that  thereby  the 
development  of  the  mining  industry  will  be  greatly  enhanced. 

This  office  feela  confident  that  yonr  iutalligence,  your  zeal  for  the  pnblio  welfare, 
and  your  competency  to  discharge  the  duties  with  which  you  have  been  entmsted 
will  prevent  any  difficulty  iu  the  application  of  the  provigions  of  the  regnlation  and 
will  facilitate  the  aoquiaition  of  mining  properties  iu  conformity  with  the  principles 
of  the  new  law. 

Mrxico,  July  Utf  18$t, 

{Cmularfio. !.] 

Thlsof&oe  having  consulted  the  treasury  as  to  whether  the  mining  agents  appointed 
will  re(]nire  credentials  for  the  despatch  of  their  business,  has  received  the  follow- 
ing decision : 

"This  office  has  received  your  attentive  oommnnicatiou  No.  194  of  the  6th  instant, 
in  which  f  on  inquire  whether  the  ^ents  appointed  by  the  office  nndec  your  charge 
will,  in  virtue  of  the  new  mining  law  of  .Tune  i  last,  require  credentials  for  t£e 
despatch  of  their  business. 

"  In  answer,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  conformity  with  the  previous 
resolution  of  the  25th  of  September,  1888,  which  was  brought  about  by  a  similar 
case  of  officials  or  employees  who  merely  received  emoluments,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  issue  credentials  to  the  luiniug  agents  in  the  States  and  Territories  for  the  despatoh 
of  their  business,  and  to  cancel  a  ten -dollar  stamp  on  same." 

Which  I  communicate  to  yon  for  your  information  and  consequent  ends,  with  the 
nnderstanding  that  a  torm  of  two  months  is  granted  you  in  which  to  provide  your- 
self with  said  document. ' 

Hbxico,  July  tt,  1891.  ^ 
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[Cinolur  So.  3.] 

Owing  to  the  cum  bariDg  a 
having  presented  the  corraBp-  „       .  ...... 

number  of  pertenecciBaaaked  for,  and  aa  the  agent  enquired  from  this  office,  irhether 
Uie;  Bhonid  be  looked  upon  ae  having;  renonuced  the  flrst  petition  and  made  to  pre- 
Mnt  a  new  one,  the  President  of  the  Kepnblic,  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred, 
decided  ae  follows:  That  in  case  the  declaration  for  an  increase  or  reduction  of  per- 
tanencioa  ie  made  by  the  petitioner  before  the  publication  of  the  extract  referred  to 
in  Article  21  of  regulation  for  prooedaie  in  raining  matters,  it  will  be  anfflolent  that 
•Qch  maaireetHtion  appeare  in  the  petition,  in  duplicate,  and  in  the  reglater  book, 
the  eorreepouding  extract  being  piibllehed  together  with  such  modinoBtion,  and 
without  the  neceaait;  of  making  a  new  petition ;  but  tf  the  alteration  is  asked  for 
after  tbe  palilication  of  the  extract,  then  the  renooocement  haa  to  be  carried  ont 
and  a  new  petition  preeented. 

Mbxico,  Augatt  I,  1891. 

[ClrcDlar  No.  4.| 

The  miniuK  agent  of  this  office,  at  Honterev,  in  a  commnnl cation  dated  the  fltb  of 
July  last,  aekedaa  to  the  steps  be  shonld  take  with  regard  to  petitions  for  concee- 
elons  already  admitted  and  which  tbe  petitioners  rnnoance.  In  reply,  this  office  in  a 
communication  dated  3Dth  of  Hame  month  informttd  him  as  follows: 

"Ah  a  decision  of  tbe  refi:rence  made  by  you  iii  co mm nni cation  dated  the  IBth 
instant,  I  have  to  inform  yon  tliat  the  renonnoement  ran  be  made  before  or  after  the 
pobiioation  iu  person  or  by  writing;  if  it  ia  before  the  pnbli cation  and  in  person,  it 
will  be  sufficient  if  this  is  noted  on  the  documents,  and  the  intereat«d  party  shonld 
sign  such  entry,  BO  that  it  can  be  archived  with  the  respective  docnmenta;  and  if 
the  renouncement  is  made  .by  writing,  it  will  be  filed  with  the  docnmenta  that  are 
archived.  Incaaethe  renouncement  ta  made  daring  tbe  pnblication  of  tbe  notices, 
ttie  ooneaponding  notice,  that  is  being  pnhliahed,  will  be  taken  ftom  the  board  and 
the  ateps  indicated  will  be  taken  whether  the  renonnoement  is  made  In  peraon  or  by 
writing.  Lastly,  I  have  to  inform  yon  that  In  tbe  atatements  which  the  ngnncies 
have  to  make  monthly,  aa  to  the  petitions  for  conoeeslona  whieh  have  been  made 
during  the  preceding  month,  these  renouncements  have  to  appear." 

Ukxico,  ^Hf  utt !,  189S. 

[Ctronlu  No.  S.] 

It  ia  of  the  greatest  interest  to  this  office  to  have  exact  Information  aa  to  the  move- 
ment in  the  mining  business  under  thejnristliction  of  your  agency,  becanse,  in  view 
of  the  number  of  petitions,  as  well  as  the  quantity  of  pertenencias  naked  for,  a  clear 
idea  can  thus  be  formed  of  the  importance  of  the  various  minerals  of  the  oountry, 
and  this  office  will  then  be  able  tu  Jad^e  as  to  the  steps  that  abould  be  taken  In 
order  to  favor  the  development  of  tbe  mining  lodastry. 

In  order  with  the  greater  facility  to  be  able  to  collect  tbe  information  which,  in 
conformity  with  article  0  of  tbe  ruling  regulation,  the  ogenta  have  to  remit  to  this 
office,  statement*  or  bliink  forms  have  been  prepared,  of  which  I  send  yon  the  neces- 
sary copies,  iu  which  the  siibjecta  regarding  which  information  is  required  are  clearly 
stated,  and  I  must  rciiuest  you  to  be  moat  regular  iu  sending  in  these  forma  when 
filled  np,  ns  well  as  to  be  exact  in  the  information  given  in  them. 

Said  information  shonld  commence  together  with  the  data  which  belong  to  the 
present  fiscal  year,  anil  be  continued  afterwards  in  conformity  with  the  indication 
of  the  already  referred  to  article  9  of  the  regulation. 

Mexico,  Augiut  1, 18SS. 

[CircnUr  Vo.  0.) 

As  it  is  of  considerable  interest  to  this  office  to  know  the  prices  and  the  consamp- 
tion  of  articles  employed  in  the  mining  industry,  I  send  you  some  blank  forme, 
which  have  been  drawn  np  for  this  purpose,  ao  thai  you  can  supply  the  data  therein 
indicated,  informing  you  that  the  data  in  regard  to  cousnmption  shonld  correspond 
with  the  total  consumed  iu  all  tbe  mining  camps  within  the  jurisdiction  of  your 
i^enoy. 

I  cantion  you  to  use  the  greatest  exactitude  and  regnlority  in  the  preparing  and 
monthly  sending  of  these  forms,  starting  with  thoee  correapondiug  to  tbe  present 
flncal  year,  and  that  tbe  data  dealt  with  be  made  out  according  to  tbe  decimal  system 
of  weighUi  and  meosuree. 

HaxiCO,  A»gMt  9,  18SS. 


^dbvGoo^^lc 
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[CironlirNo.  T.) 


In  Tiew  of  nn  inquiry  made  to  tbia  offlco  by  one  of  ila  mining  kgente  ha  to  the 
■pplioation  of  the  strnup  law  with  regard  to  the  regjatry  books  that  have  to  I)b  kept 
in  the  aKsncies,  said  iDijuiry  waa  referred  to  the  depsTtmeut  of  the  treMor; ,  who 
reaolved  as  follows; 

"  Paragraph  5'2,  annex  LI  of  Aiiicle  6  of  the  law,  doee  not  state  that  the  books  and 
indeiaa  of  miuinK  depntationa  have  to  be  hnbilitated  (stamped),  bntontheoontraiy 
exempts  thera  fyoiu  the  ini]iost,  and  coDiieqiientlj  from  tbe  aathorir.ntiou  (of  U)« 
stamp  offloe),  and  althongb  the  registry  to  be  kept  by  tbe  asents  uf  the  departmoDt 
of  fomento  and  to  which  the  preseat  enquiry  refers  in  of  public  interest,  becenseits 
entries  give  and  deline  rightii,  Htill,  as  the  agencies  are  considered  as  federal  offioea, 
tbe  biMtks  to  be  kept  by  them  ore  looked  upon  as  similar  to  those  in  the  other  office* 
and  only  require  an  oBlcial  autborization— i.  e.,  thatoftbe  department  of  fomento — 
in  accordance  with  Article  IT  of  the  regalation  for  administratlTe  prooednre  in 
mining  matters,  dated  the  25tb  of  Jnly  last." 

Mbxico,  Augual  10,  ISSS. 

[CiTOallirI.-o.  a.] 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  carrying  ont  of  tbe  decision  in  the  oircalnr  of  this  offlce, 
date  32d  of  Jnly  last,  with  regard  to  the  credentials  to  be  issiiwl  to  the  mining 
agents  of  this  ministry,  yon  sbould  deposit  with  tbe  poat-offlce  of  your  locality  the 
snm  of  thirteen  dollars  and  twenty  cents,  which  Is  tbe  amount  of  the  stamp, 
reqaisition,  and  copies  of  said  credentials,  adviaing  this  offlce  when  the  deposit  la 

If,  on  receipt  of  the  present  circular,  yon  ahoatd  already  have  sent  to  this  office 
the  required  $10  stamp,  you  will  then  merely  deposit  with  tbe  post-oSce  referred  to 
the  remaining  $2.20  for  tbn  expanses  iuouTred  for  the  requisition  and  copies  of  tbo 
credentials  mentioned,  which  will  be  forwarded  to  yon  in  due  oonrse,  as  soon  aa  yov 
comply  with  the  prescriptioua  of  the  present  circular. 

Hbxico,  Aagiat  SS,  IS9Z. 

[Circular  No.  >.] 

Under  date  of  tbe  15ttk  instant,  tbe  treanury  department  notifies  this  offloe  as 
follows: 

"la  view  of  the  reasons  set  forth  by  the  miners  of  Tasco  do  Alarcon  in  a  petition 
made  to  this  olBce  tinder  date  of  tbe  22d  of  July  last,  tht>y.  sh  well  as  the  chiefs  of 
hacienda,  administrators  of  tbe  Htamp  utUce,  and  other  corrimponding  iifflcee,  have 
in  answer,  by  means  of  a  circular,  been  notilied  of  tbe  following  resolution  r 

"In  order  to  obviate  the  difflcultics  that  may  arise  in  various  parts  of  tbe  national 
territory  in  carrying  oat  the  prescriptions  of  articles  3  and  5  of  the  regnlatlons  of 
tbe  30th  of  June  last,  of  the  law  of  imposts  on  mining,  owing  to  the  distance  of 
Bomo  mining  camps  fVom  the  respective  hacienda  office,  the  President  of  the  United 
Heiicaa  States  baa  deigned  to  di-eide,  that,  in  each  caxea,  tbe  nearest  agent  of 
fomento  shall,  by  means  of  the  payment  of  the  fues  whirh  for  this  transaction  are 
filed  by  the  correeponding  officii  nud  which  huve  to  be  collected  from  the  interested 
partiea,  be  authorized  to  receive  the  manifentatinn  prescriijod  by  said  Brticle  3,  and 
a  copy  of  tbe  original  titlM,  as  well  oh  tbe  latter  onea  referrtug  thereto.  Thia 
copy  will  be  examined  and  legalized  and  together  with  the  manifestation  will  form 
the  docnmenta  which  tbe  agent.  Jointly  wiCn  tbe  report  to  bu  made  as  tci  the  eiaet- 
ncns  and  reduction  of  the  perteneneios,  will  send  to  the  corresponding  hacienda 
office,  so  that  the  latter,  without  any  further  operations  than  that  of  taking  not«, 
can  take  the  conrse  laid  down  in  article  5  of  the  regulation ;  the  agents  of  fomento 
will,  however,  be  carefnl  to  affix  and  cancel  tlie  legal  stamps  on  the  original  titles, 
retaining  them  in  their  ponsessiou  until  llnal  decision  is  given,  in  order  to  return 
them  to  the  owners,  after  indicating  on  tbeiu  tbe  or<ler,  number,  and  date  of  the 
annotation  and  the  registration  of  the  federal  mining  Impost  that  may  have  been 
fixed  npon  them,  by  the  re-ipectivu  truusury  oltice. 

"""■"'■  ■ tifledyon  for  the  reqniremente  neeexsary. 


"I  have  tbebnnor  to  advise  yon  of  it  in  order  that  you  may  notify  the  agenta 
nnder  your  Jurisdiction  and  Indicate  to  them  the  fees  which  they  ought  to  collect 
and  the  steps  they  have  to  follow  in  the  operations  recommended  to  tbeii 


Which  I  communicate  to  you  for  your  information,  notifying  yon  that  over  and 
above  the  fees  for  examination  and  authorization  of  titles,  flzed  by  tbe  tariff  of  the 
r«gulallon,  you  should  collect  the  sum  of  $2  for  revising  tbe  reductions  of  the  old 
pCTteoencias  to  the  new,  in  conformity  with  the  law,  and  for  the  corresponding 
r«port,  to  be  made  by  the  respective  treasury  office. 

In  case  anjr  error  or  discrepancy  in  the  conversion  of  the  perteoenctaa  shonld  occnr 
In  this  reviaiuD,  yon  should  call  tbe  attention  of  the  interested  parties  to  ii^  BO  that 
they  can  make  tbo  dne  rectification  and  amend  their  manifeatatlons;  aod  If  they  do 
not  agree  to  this,  you  shonld  make  a  note  of  it  in  the  report. 

TAm\tM,  Amgiat  SO,  ISOJ.  ,  (.  lOOOlc 
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Ai  one  of  the  miaing  agents  baa  consulted  this  office  with  reipect  to  the  few  that 
should  bo  rotlected  for  the  certified  copiea  of  plans  which  they  have  Co  iMae,  It  has 
beeo  decided  that,  whoreaa,  in  accordance  with  article   21  of  the  regulations  of 


n  >Dil  aDthurir-ation  referred  to,  the  i 

In  case  the  intenwtvd  parties  desire  to   have  a  copy  of  the  plans  filed  in  the 

archivee  of  the  a|;i:nciB8,  it  can  be  granted  them  or  the  persons  di«ignated  for  siicta 

parpoae  to  mabe  saiil  copiea  within  the  premises  of  the  agency,  the  agent  collectiDK 


for  the  examiafttiOD  and  aathnriKation  the  same  fee  of  fl, 

(ClrauUrNo.11.] 

In  view  of  the  iuqniries  recently  made  by  some  mining  rtgents,  asking  for  instmc- 
tlons  with  respect  to  the  steps  they  should  taku  In  such  cnaea  where,  In  virtne  of  the 
provisions  of  the  mining  law  of  the  4th  of  .lune,  1892,  petitions  nro  presentoit  to 
them  [or  amplifying,  rectifying,  or  reducing  niinioK  propartifs,  the  ■'reaideut  of  the 
Kepiiblii',  to  whom  I  conunanicated  these  inquiries,  has  deigned  to  issne  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions; 

"  when  the  ampliSeatlon  of  tha  unmber  of  pertencnolaa  of  a  mining  conceasion  is 
desired,  the  petition  shonld  be  made  solely  in  regard  to  the  new  pcrtenencias  that 
it  is  wished  to  acijulro  la  the  same  manner  as  if  a  new  conoeasioii  weco  asked  for, 
it  lielng  neci^Hsary  to  issue  the  corresponding  title  to  the  new  portion  of  property 
asked  lor.  The  plan  made  by  the  itipert  shoald  lie  for  the  new  portion  of  property, 
duly  connectinK  it  with  the  old  onu,  and  the  landmarks  shonld  be  placed  on  the 
division  linen  or  the  new  property,  in  coufonnity  with  the  provisioDS  of  the  respec- 
tive reunlatlon. 

"In  the  case  of  rectification,  when  it  is  merely  a  question  of  rerifying  the  measure- 
ments of  the  peitenencias  on  the  land,  in  order  tii  make  them  agree  exactly  with  the 
title  to  the  property,  then  the  steps  to  be  taken  wilt  be  the  same  as  for  a  new  con- 
cession, and  the  landmarks  shonld  be  placed  in  conformity  with  the  regulation ;  bnt 
as  it  is  not  necexaary  to  issue  a  new  titlf^  the  matter  will  be  settled  tiv  Ibt  agent 
handing  to  the  interested  party  a  certified  copy  of  the  steps  taken,  which  the  latter 
will  attach  to  his  title  of  the  property.  But,  if  on  asking  for  a  rectification,  it  is 
desired  to  correct  the  errors  that  may  exist  In  the  title  to  the  property,  then  the 
issuing  of  a  new  title,  in  conformity  with  the  law,  will  be  proceeded  with,  and  con- 
seqaently  all  the  steps  necessary  for  a  new  concession  will  previously  have  to  be 

'*  WbsD  a  rednction  ofperteneiicias  is  asked  for,  which  have  besnacnnired  in  accord- 
ance with  the  new  law,  this  does  not  neeesHitatu  the  issne  of  a  new  title  to  the  prop- 
erty, and  the  agent,  before  whom  the  petition,  togothur  with  the  respective  title,  la 
presented,  will  name  an  expert  who,  at  the  expense  of  the  interested  party  and 
within  the  time  which  the  agency  may  deem  neofissary,  will  make  a  plan  of  the 
redueed  property  and  place  the  oecessaiy  landmarks  in  conformity  with  the  regnla- 

"Theogentwillmakeanoteof  the  rednction  asked  for  and  effected  in  the  registry 
of  petitions  for  conceeslons  of  the  agency,  as  well  as  on  the  title  to  the  property, 
which  he  will  deliver  to  the  interested  party,  together  with  a  certified  copy  of  the 
steps  taken,  and  the  matter  will  be  determinated  by  a  notification  of  the  reduction 
made  being  at  once  seut  to  the  respective  stamp  office  " 

Incase  it  is  annestlonof  the  rednction  of  per  tenenc 
thelth  of  Jnne,  1892,  similar  steps  will  Iw  taken,  the  sl 
when  necessary,  by  the  provisions  of  Circular  No.O  f^amtfaisofBce  of  Angast'^O. 

The  agent  shoald  give  the  corresponding  particulars  of  all  oases  that  occur,  in  lue 
monthly  report  which  he  has  to  send  to  this  office. 

Hsxico,  S^i«mber  S,  189t. 

[CJnnlu  No.  11.) 

This  office,  under  date  of  Jnly  30  lost,  addressed  the  following  commnnication  to 
the  foreign  office  i 

The  new  mining  law  of  Jnne  4  this  year  does  not  in  any  of  its  articles  put  any 
restrictions  against  foreigners  acquiring  mining  properties  in  the  Republic.  Not- 
withstanding this,  the  law  of  February  1,  1856,  as  to  the  acquirement  of  properties 
by  foreigners,  is  still  in  force,  as  well  as  the  one  of  Illay  28,  1886,  regarding  foreign- 
em  and  naturalization,  in  accordanoe  with  which  this  office  has  been  granting  the 
permits  to  acquire  real  estate,  inclnding  mining  properties  as  it  is  thus  prescribed 
regarding  them  in  article  6  of  the  mining  code,  which  has  ceased  to  be  in  force. 


476  COMUEBCIAIi  RELATIONS. 

In  view  of  this,  I  shftll  feel  oblif^ed  if  yoa  will  advise  this  offlo«  whether  foretgu- 
en,  who  wish  to  acqaire  minea  within  the  frontier  zoiies  of  20  leagues  are  obliged 
to  •elicit  the  corrMpouding  permit,  according  to  the  termB  presoribod  bj  the  law  of 
Febrnary  1, 1866, 

In  case  yon  are  of  this  opinion,  this  ofBce  taken  the  llbert;  of  pointing  ont  tc  ]ron 
the  advantage  of  fixing  the  steps  for  the  solioitation  of  the  permit  within  the  tune 
Hpecified  bf  the  mining  law  in  force  for  obtaining  the  title  to  a  mine,  becanse,  m 
said  time  can  not  he  extended,  it  might  ocoar  that  the  foreigner  may  not  aucceed  in 
obtaining  the  conceaslon,  and  will  thns  lose  the  right  to  the  peitenenciashesolicited, 
owing  tc  his  not  having  obtained  the  permit  to  acquire  the  property  tvithin  tlie 
proper  time- 
In  order  to  avoid  these  diRlcalties,  sbonld  year  ofSoe  approve  of  it,  it  mi^ht  be 
decided  that,  when  a  foreigner  preeentfl  his  petition  for  a  mining  concession,  he 
should,  more  or  leaa  at  the  same  time,  send  in  his  petition  for  a  poraiit  to  this  office 
tbtungh  the  respective  governor,  so  that,  when  the  time  comes  for  issuing  the  title 
to  the  property,  the  corresponding  permit  will  then  have  be«u  granted  or  reAued. 

To  this  commnnioation  the  foreign  ofBce  replied  as  follows: 

"Mexico,  Angnst  13,  1X92. — Itnhe  note  of  what  yon  are  good  enongh  to  common]- 
cate  to  me  In  yonr  dispatch  relative  to  permits  solicrited  by  foreigners,  who  wish  to 
acquire  mines  within  the  frontier  zones  of  20  leagnes. 

"In  answer  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  foreigners  have  still  to  aak  foe  per- 
mits according  to  the  foreieners'  law,  beoanse  this,  being  of  a  special  uatnre,  can 
not  be  looked  upon  as  abolished  by  tbo  new  mining  law,  wLicli  is  of  a  general  char- 
acter and  doex  not  contain  any  proviso  that  can  bo  oousidered  as  ezprcMly  abolisb- 
ingthis  requirement;  bnt  this  office  finds  no  objection  to  the  practice  proposed  by 
the  oSce  under  yonr  charge,  on  the  contrary  considers  it  useful,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  delays  and  diffioultiea  indicated." 

Mexico,  SepUmbtr  5, 189S. 

[ClioalwMa.13.] 

InqniriM  having  been  made  by  varions  mining  agents  as  to  whether  petitions  for 
concesHion  can  be  admitted  wheo  presented  by  persons  in  charge  of  mining  oompa- 
niea  holding  merely  a  letter  of  authority,  this  office,  taking  into  aoconut  that  it  is  a 
question  of  execnting  a  mandate,  which  it  is  necessary  should  be  authorized  by  a 
power  of  attorney  in  due  form,  consideTS  that  the  presentation  of  the  latter  must 
always  be  insisted  upon.  Bnt  in  order  to  facilitate  the  interested  parties  in  com- 
plying with  said  requirement,  aud  in  order  that  they  should  not  lose  theopportnnity 
to  present  their  iietitinn  for  a  concession  lu  due  time,  those  made  in  the  narae  of 
other  persons  may  be  admitted  when  the  person  presenting  same  gives  a  guaranty 
and  undertakes  to  produce  a  legal  power  m  due  foriti  at  the  latest  within  sixty  days, 
which  according  to  article  21  of  the  legnlation  of  the  mining  law  ie  the  time  fixed 
for  the  expert  wherein  to  present  the  plan  and  respective  report.  The  nndertakins 
must  be  duly  entered  in  the  doeuments,  as  well  as  the  note  that  If  SDch  time  shoald 
elapse  without  the  power  being  preaented,  it  will  be  to  the  detriment  of  the  Inter- 
eeted  party. 

Mbxico,  Ocloba- 15,  1892. 

[Circniw  No.  U.] 

As  the  general  management  of  the  stamp  office  have  issued  a  circnlar  relative  to  the 
stamps  necessary  for  mining  exploratiou  permits,  eiven  by  the  owners  of  lauds  in 
order  to  make  explorations  according  to'  article  13  of  tho  mining  law,  as  well  as 
concerning  the  notices  when  reference  is  made  to  national  lands,  this  ofQce,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  said  permits  nod  notices  do  not  form  part  of  the  documents  nor  are 
registered  in  the  books  wherein  i«qne8ts  fur  concessions  are  entered  at  the  agenoiee, 
begs  the  treasury  to  be  good  enon^li  to  explain  the  natare  of  the  order  given  to  the 
stamp  managers,  furthermore  taking  into  acoonot  the  befbre-mentioned  reasons  laid 
before  it  for  consideration  relative  to  the  advisability  of  facilitating  minins  explora- 
tions, in  order  to  further  the  development  of  this  important  branch  of  the  public 
wealth. 

followini 
tothisoffi--- 

"The  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  has  deigned  to  decide  that  the 
nature  of  the  order  given  by  this  office,  under  date  of  Angnst  15  last,  relative  to 
the  use  of  stamps  on  permits  granted  for  making  explorations  in  search  of  minea, 
shall  be  understood  as  follows: 

"When  these  permits  are  given  unconditionally  by  private  parties,  with  regard  to 
lands  of  their  own  property,  they  iiro  not  Hiibject  to  a  stamp  tax;  but  when  th^ 
contain  stipulations  of  any  nntiire  wliatMwver  they  will  be  considered  as  oontcaota, 
and  must  bnar  a  60-cent  stamp  oii  each  sheet,  according  to  Annex  A,  pHagTaph  29, 
article  6  of  the  law  of  March  31,  1887. 
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"The  Preaident  has  likeiriie  been  pleased  to  decide  that  tbe  notices  which 
according  to  article  13  of  the  miniDfi  law  liave  to  be  given  to  the  aiithoritiea  throuKh 
wbom  mining  eiplofationa  are  made  on  national  lands,  are  not  anbjeot  to  the 
resnectlve  imnost.'' 


This  office  having  consnlted  the  treasnry  aa  to  whether  the  explanatory  notes 
which  the  eiperts  have  to  send  in  with  the  plans,  as  well  as  the  copies  of  the  doou- 
ments  which  the  agents  remit  to  this  office,  should  be  stamped,  tbe  treasury  depart- 
ment has  in  answer  forwarded  to  this  office  the  foUowing  report  drawn  up  by  the 
general  niamagemeiit  of  the  stamp  office: 

"  The  accountant's  office  of  this  management,  to  whom  I  referred  for  examiuatiun 
joni  commnntoation  No.  16T9  of  September  10  last,  hoe  given  tbe  following  deciHion : 

''  'Information  is  asked  as  to  whether  stamps  should  1>e  affixed  to  the  explanatory 
notes  which  tbe  experts  have  to  send  In  with  the  plan,  accurdieg  to  article  21  of  the 
mining  law,  and  whether  they  have  to  be  used,  and  of  what  value,  on  the  copies 
of  the  documents  which  the  agents  draw  up  and  which  will  begin  to  be  received 
shortly. 

"'The  acconntant's  office,  similarly  to  the  departmeutoffomeuto,  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  explanatory  notes  of  the  plans  do  not  require  stamps,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  they  are  not  needed  on  the  pUuis  themselves,  according  to  Part  II  of  paragraph 
41,  article  6  of  the  law ;  neither  should  stamps  be  used  on  the  copies  of  documents, 
inasmuch  as  on  drawingnpthesedocaments  they  have  to  bear  the  stamps  prescribed 
in  Part  I  of  the  same  paragraph,  as  well  as  because  these  copies  are  and  must  be 
looked  upon  ss  office  voochera. 

"  Snch  is  the  opinion  of  the  accountant's  office,  bnt  the  general  manager  will  be 
pleased  to  decide  what  he  may  deem  expedient. 

"And  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  it  to  yon  in  regard  to  the  aforementioned  report, 
advising  you  at  the  same  time  that  this  general  management  entirely  agrees  with 
the  opinion ^ven  in  the  above  decision,  hut  yonr  department  will  decide  upon  what, 
under  the  circumstances,  it  may  deem  most  expedient. 

"The  President  of  the  Republic  having  given  a  similar  opinion,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  it  to  you  in  answer  to  yoni  oommuntcalion." 

Hkxico,  Ootofter  19,  I89t. 

[Clrculu  If  o.  IS.] 

As  the  case  has  appeared  that  some  of  the  owners  of  mines  are  not  in  poseee- 
SJon  of  the  respective  original  titles,  owing  to  their  having  been  mislaid,  nor  are 
they  to  be  found  in  the  archives  received  by  the  mining  asencies  fzota  the  exterior 
depntotions,  tho  President  of  the  Keptiblic,  in  order  to  avoid  the  detriments  that  might 
arise  to  the  owners  from  not  presenting  said  titles  within  the  time  specified  by  the 
treosniy  law  as  to  mining  imposts  in  article  2  and  in  article  3  of  the  legolation,  baa 
decided  that  reference  be  maide  to  Congress  who  issued  the  law  which  was  approved 
on  the  31st  ultimo.  Mining  owuers  finding  themselves  in  the  circumstances  men- 
tioned sbonld  petition  the  respective  mimug  agency  for  the  ratiticatiun  of  the 
mining  concession  which  tbey  may  have  or  wish  to  preserve,  and  said  petition 
should  go  through  the  tiame  course  as  If  it  referred  to  a  new  concession  on  pnhlio 
lands,  without  any  other  modification  than  that  of  making  a  note  in  the  petition  to 
the  effect  that  it  is  desired  to  remedy  tbe  want  of  a  title  to  the  mining  ooncession 
which  the  owner  had  acquired  prior  to  the  now  law. 

Mkxico,  Jfonesiier  II,  lS9i. 

((nntnlsr  Ko.  17.] 

This  office  having  consulted  with  the  treaaury  as  to  stamps  on  the  copies  of 
nominations  of  experts,  the  latter  office  has  replied  as  follows : 

"In  answer  to  commnnication  of  tho  5th  instant  ftom  your  office,  stoting  thatvati- 
ODB  mining  agents  had  oonsultod  you  as  to  whether  the  copies  of  the  nominations 
given  to  experts  in  accordance  with  article  23  of  the  regulntlon  of  the  mining  law 
ehould  bear  stamps,  and  in  the  affirmative  of  what  denomination,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  in  the  cose  referred  to,  such  copies  should  bearalO-c«nt  stamp,  in 
accordance  with  Annex  A,  Paragraph  XXXI,  article  6  of  the  Btanip  law  in  force, 
which  expressly  refers  to  titles  uid  nominations,  and  none  of  the  other  annexes 
referred  to  In  said  communication  oan  bo  applied  in  this  case." 

Mexico,  November  It,  189S. 

[Cinnilar  No.  is.] 

Under  dato  of  the  2d  inetont,  the  treaaury  advises  this  office  as  follows; 
"  In  answer  to  a  telegraphio  inqniry  Itoni  the  chief  of  the  treasnry  in  the  Stato  of 
Zaoateoae  aa  to  whether  the  nuuiifeatalions  soliciting  reduotioua  of  pertenenciaa 
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presfliited  to  the  inining  agent  should  be  stamped,  this  ilepartment  has  to-day 
replied  by  wire: 

"■JRequesta  for  redDction  of  minini;  perteaencios  are  ssbjeot'to  stunpof  60  oenta 
per  sheet.'" 

Which  I  oommunicale  to  ;ou  for  yunr  iDformation. 

Mexico,  Novanber  IS,  lS9g. 

[Clronlnr  No.  ID.] 

In  order  to  aid  the  minors  in  fnrnisbing  the  stamps  thut  have  to  be  affixed  to  their 
titles  to  mining  properties,  in  uiicordancii  nith  article  1  of  the  law  of  imposts  on 
mining  of  the  6th  of  June  of  the  cnrreut  jear,  this  office  addressed  the  department 
of  oonimuni(!BtionB,  renuestingit;  to  issue  orderHtotbe  local  post-office  to  receive  the 
amonntsthat  intereeted  parties  may  liaod  in  for  such  purpose.  In  answer,  the  depart- 
ment of  commsnications  has  replied  as  follows : 

"Orders  have  already  beer  given  to  the  general  post-office  to  iustract  the  local 
offices  in  the  interior  to  receive  the  amounts  that  minurs  may  band  in  for  staupe  on 
their  titles  to  property." 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  it,  iu  answer  to  your  dispatch  of  the  20th  of 

[ClT0ulwMD,a}.1 

The  mining  agent  at  Zimapan,  State  of  Hidalgo,  has  addressed  the  followiux 
inqulrytothisomce: 

"Some  miners  in  this  district,  complying  with  the  proscriptlonsof  article  3  of  the 
regulations  of  tlie  law  of  imposts  on  mining,  and  circular  No.  9  of  the  SOthof  Augnst 
last,  have  pruHcuted  tbeir  original  mining  titles  for  revision  to  this  agency.  Several 
of  them  have  supplied  the  necessary  stamps  to  legalize  their  titles,  but  the  greater 
number  of  the  miners  decline  to  supply  the  stamps  aud  even  demand  the  return  of 
the  titles,  statiug  that  the  legislative  chambers  have  voted  a  law  proroguing  tha  - 
presentation  of  snoh  titles  until  the  30th  of  June,  1893.  In  view  of  the  foregoing,  I 
.  request  yon  to  advise  mo  whether  I  am  to  return  the  titles,  and  other  documents  pre- 
sented, to  the  interested  parties,  or  whetlier  I  am  to  exact  the  corresponding  stomps, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  aforesaid  docameuts  have  already  been  tiled  aud  revised 
in  this  agency."  ' 

The  foregoing  inquiry  was  referred  to  the  treasury,  who  gave  the  following 
decision : 

"This  office  haa  taken  due  note  of  ^our  dispatcb  No.  3681,  3d  section,  of  the  Ttb 
iustoDt,  iu  which  you  inclose  the  inquiry  received  from  Hr.  Jesus  Cervantes,  acting 
mining  agent  at  Zimapan,  Hidalgo,  aud  iu  answer  I  have  tlie  honor  to  inform  yon 
that  ttie  extension  of  time  granted  by  the  law  of  the  31st  of  October  last  for  the 
presentation  and  registration  of  mining  titles  is  only  applicable  to  casus  where  mine 
owners  wore  nndoiibtedly  unable  to  make  tbe  prBseiitatioa  earlier;  and  ior  this 
reason,  the  mining  agent  at  Zimapan  shonid  proceed  in  accordance  with  the  steps 
laid  down  iu  tbe  law  of  the  6tU  of  Jnne  last  aud  its  regulation,  as  well  as  in  the 
circular  of  the  Ist  instant." 

Hkxico,  November  IS,  189t. 

[Clniu1arMa,21.1 

In  Older  to  prevent  the  absence  ftom  the  mining  agencies  of  the  officials  under 
whose  charge  they  are,  and  aa  it  happened  that  suuie  of  the  agenta  have  absented 
themselves  temporarily  withont  giving  the  corresponding  advice  to  this  office,  it  is 
decided  that  iu  future,  when  agents  have  to  absent  themselves  for  more  than  eight 
days,  they  may  do  so  by  previously  calling  in  tbe  respective  acting  agent  and  giving 
dne  advice  to  this  office.  Should  a  longer  absence  he  necessary,  they  will  first  have 
to  solicit  the  permission  of  this  office,  indicating  the  reason  for  such  absence  and 
the  time  needed,  ao  that  a  corresponding  decision  may  be  taken. 

Mexico,  Nonentber  SO,  1893. 

ICireulsrNo.  22.] 

„  — ,_.,ed  fr. 

agents  are  obliged  to  provi 
department  answered  as  followi 

"Ah  a  result  of  your  inqniry  made  tu  this  department  in  commnuioation  of  the 
29th  of  Ootober  last,  as  to  whether  acting  mining  agents  are  obliged  to  provide 
themselves  with  credentials,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  officiate  and  receive 
salary  only  when  the  inourobents  are  aocidently  prevented  through  illness  or  leave 
of  absence,  I  bogtoiuform  you  that  said  ugeuts  are  not  obliged  to  provide  tbemselvee 
with  rredeutials,  in  view  of  tbe  circumstant'e  that  the  salary  they  draw  is  accidental 
and  tbe  time  during  which  thoy  officiate  is  very  short,  not  exceeding  two  uumthtt." 
,     Mexico,  November  2S,  1S9S. 


NORTH  AMERICA:   UEXICO. 


(CiKultt  Mo.  23.) 


Aa  it  U  neoeHaary  that  tliii  office  shoiild  hav«  «sact  iufonuation  bs  to  the  petitiona 
for  reduction  or  rectification  of  perteneuclas  tbftt  bftve  been  or  nimy  be  presented  to 
fOD,  yon  BhoDld  gire  detaila  of  each  petition  when  the  TMp«ctive  atopa  are  teimi- 
nated,  explaining  in  said  iletaila  as  to  which  caaeprarided  R>rin  eircaUr  No.  11,  of 
the  3d  of  SepUimbei  loat,  iaaned  from  this  i)Qi>e,  the  petition  in  question  refers  to, 
and  oleo  as  to  what  ateps  may  have  been  taken  up  to  the  time  of  sending  in  the 

Mexico,  Jjimary  10, 1S9S. 

[ClnDlar  No.  M.J 

OwioK  to  ita  having  happened  that  the  offlco  boa  been  obliged  to  iisne  mining 
titles  which,  besides  seventl  complete  hectares,  contain  fractional  hectares  not 
reacbiugone-bolf,  and  in  some  coses  titltis  for  fractions  or  less  than  hftlf  a  hectare, 
this  same  ofiioe,  taking  into  consideration  that  article  1  of  the  law  of  .luly  6, 1892, 
exempts  each  fractioiisfrumthe  payment  of  the  annual  impost,  consulted  the  depart- 
ment uf  the  treaaiiry  as  to  whether  this  exemption  lilcewise  has  reference  to  the 
stamps  that  have  to  bo  aOixcd  to  mining  proj>Brtiee, 

The  decision  which  said  department  of  the  treasury  baa  giviin  to  this  iniiniry,  is  to 
(he  eSeot  that  fractions  of  less  than  half  a  hectare  should  be  considered  exempted 
fVomtbetai  impoet>d  on  complete  pettenencias ;  bat  in  order  to  legalize  titles  oom- 
priaing  mining  properties  of  this  nature,  they  sliould  be  claasili^  in  accordance 
with  Annexes  A  and  B,  Paraj,'rnpb  LXXXFV,  of  the  tariff  of  the  ruling  stamp  law, 
and  this  has  reference  not  only  to  oases  relating  to  concessions  which  oompriee 
sereral  hectares  and  ftactlonal  hectares  not  reaching  oae-half,  but  also  to  such 
concessions  as  are  only  for  a  fraction  leas  than  tiatf  a  hectare. 

Thns,  the  stamps  which  the  parties  interested  have  to  provide  for  the  iaane  of 
titles  to  properties  comprising  complete  hectares  and  fractions  of  hectares,  have  to 
be  at  the  rate  of  $10  for  every  pertenencia  or  oomplete  hectare,  as  well  as  for  every 


18  the  property  or  whether  it  ie  an  exceaa 
iH  perteneuciae,  a  stamp  of  $5  ia  required  on  the  first  shtiat  of  the  title  and 
another  stamp  of  50  oenta  on  the  second  sheet,  in  accordance  with  Annexes  A  and 
B  of  Paru;raph  LXXXIV  of  the  ruling  stomp  low. 

Which  1  commnnicale  to  yon  for  youi  information,  and  so  that  when  petitions  for 
conceasioDS  are  presented  to  you  which  comprise  complete  pertenenciaa  and  fractions 
less  than  half  a  hectare,  or  when  they  refer  to  quantltiea  leas  than  the  half  of  a  per- 
teDcncia,  yon  may  advise  the  parties  interested  as  to  the  decision  of  the  department 
of  tbe  treasury,  eo  that  they  in  due  coarse  cau  provide  the  atampe  that  ale  required 
for  tbeir  titles  to  property  us  per  the  resoLation  afoiesoid. 

Hxxico  Febntaiy  16, 1893. 

[Circular  No.  3S.| 

As  It  has  often  jappened  that  in  the  copies  of  doonmentR  sent  by  the  mining  ogenta 
to  tbie  oBloe  in  aocord'tnoe  with  article  37  of  the  regnlations  of  the  ruling  law,  the 
copy  of  the  extract  Torerred  to  in  artLcle21  of  tJiesama  regulation  is  omitted,  mention 
being  merely  made  of  it  in  the  dooumsnts,  this  office,  taking  into  consideration  the 
importance  of  strictly  observing  the  provisions  regarding  the  framing  of  the  extract 
contained  in  above  article  31of  the  regulation,  reqaeats  you  not  to  moke  the  omlaaion 
referred  to,  and  on  eendlng  in  the  copies  of  the  documents  to  Include  the  copy  of 
tbe  respective  extracts  snbaeanent  to  the  proof  of  the  nomination  of  the  expert 
having  been  accepted,  as  laid  down  in  tbe  aforesaid  article  21  of  the  regulatiim. 

Mkxico,  February  tl,  1893. 

[Clnnlar  So.  21.] 

As  some  difficnltiea  have  arisen  with  regard  to  the  sending  to  this  eopltal  of  tbe 
■tamps  that  ore  required  for  the  titlea  to  mining  properties,  and  which,  according 
to  tbu  iuetr actions  on  the  subject  given  in  circalar  No.  19  from  this  office,  of  Novem- 
ber 14  last  year,  tbe  miners  were  to  deposit  with  tbe  local  poat-offloe,  thia  aome 
office  conaolted  with  tbe  treosuiy  as  to  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  miners 
depositing  the  value  of  the  stomps  required  for  their  titles  with  the  stamp  office  in 
each  district,  and  that  tbe  general  revenue  office  in  thia  district,  after  receiving 
advice  from  the  corrceponding  local  office,  would  then  deliver  aoid  stamps  to  this 
department. 
To  this  inquiry  the  department  of  the  treasury  answered  as  follows: 
"I  hod  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  January  30  last,  In  which 
yoa  are  pleased  to  consult  with  thia  office  as  to  wheth«r,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
miners  in  the  payment  of  the  stamps  required  for  their  titles  to  property,  the  value 
of  such  stamps  could  be  deposited  wlta  the  stamp  offices  in  the  same  duttiot  aa 
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the  mining  ageaoiss,  And  wh«tlier  the  general  revenue  office  in  this  oapital  conid, 
after  reoeiring  odrlce  from  the  respective  office,  in  dne  conrse  delivec  to  four  office 
tbe  stamps,  the  valno  of  which  had  Leen  deposited.  In  reply,  I  hare  the  honor  to 
inform  yoa  that  there  is-  no  objection  to  the  carrying  ont  of  wiiat  yoa  propose, 
because,  on  tbe  value  of  the  stamps  required  for  mtuing  titles  being  paid  in  any  of 
the  revenue  oflScea,  they  can  be  delivered  by  the  general  office  in  this  capital,  in 
view  of  the  certifloate  that  will  bo  iMuod  by  the  office  whore  the  deposit  is  made." 

Which  I  commuDlcate  to  you  fur  ynor  information,  and  bo  that  when necesitary  you 
can  notify  the  parties  interested  of  this  new  decision,  advising  them  at  the  same 
time  that  the  said  circular  No.  19  is  canceled  for  the  present. 

Mkxigo,  Ftbrmars  S5, 1S92. 


The  Boil  of  a  large  part  of  the  Kepnblic  is  'esBentially  mineral,  and 
almost  all  classes  of  mines  exist — gold,  silver,  copper,  lead,  qaivkailver, 
and  also  salphor  ia  the  volcanoes  of  Popocatepetl  and  Citlaltepetl. 
Eich  placer  mines  are  foand  in  some  portions  of  the  Kepublic,  and 
these  are  almost  in  their  infancy,  since  it  is  only  very  recently  that 
foreigners  coald  visit  the  remote  portions  of  the  Uepublic,  where  they 
are  most  nameroas,  on  acconnt  of  the  hostility  of  the  natives  dwelling 
there;  bat  the  present  Government  has  now  Bi.ch  thorongh  control  of 
these  outlying  States  that  it  is  possible  to  develop  this  industiy  largely, 
and  without  the  hardships  that  accompany  explorations  into  the  gold 
fields  of  the  far  North. 

I  herewith  attach  a  fall  list  of  the  mineit  of  the  Bepablic,  prepared 
by  the  direction  of  Jose  Yves  Limantonr,  minister  of  the  treasury. 

MMtg  prapfrUet,  Julg,  1S9S. 
XtiXSat  FOR  EACH  STATS. 
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JflwlMf  propertiet,  July,  1898. 
Kfanutf  OF  lUHKS. 
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Gold  and  ■llm . . 
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Tbcn  were  no  UUm  annulled  dnrlng  Jnl;,  WM. 

Since  July  1, 1S98,  a  great  imptovement  has  taken  place  in  ttie  treas- 
my  departmenfe  Btatisticat  borean;  data  ia  rapidly  given  form,  and  I 
rary  for  this  reaBoh  i^om  the  asual  tnle  by  giving  in  the  foregoing  bible 
the  nnmber  and  extent  of  the  mines  denonnced  daring  July;  189£^  in 
addition  to  those  legally  taken  possession  of  prerions  to  that  tune.  As 
will  be  seen,  the  tvo  tables  referred  to  are  arraDged  so  as  to  show  both 
the  nnmber  of  mines  in  each  State  of  this  Hepubtic  and  also  the  kind 
of  ore  contained  therein.  As  is  well  known,  silver  mines  predominate, 
though  there  are  many  that  contain  both  gold  and  silver,  and  qoite  a 
nnmber  of  gold  mines. 

One  of  the  consequences  of  the  depreoiation  of  silver  has  neceeBarily 
been  an  increase  in  gold  prodactiou  throaghont  the  Republic  While 
gold  was  quoted  at  par  with  silver,  even  with  a  depreciation  of  the 
latter,  a  country  producing  as  much  silver  as  Mexico  had  no  interest 
in  discovering,  exploring,  and  working  the  gol(^  placers,  which  exist  in 
great  number,  while  it  could  easily  have  access  to  and  exploit  the  sil- 
ver veins. 

Therefore,  the  gold  produced  in  Mexico  daring  many  years  was  simply 
that  fonnd  with  silver,  and  hardly  any  reealted  fsom  the  working  of 
aorlferoas  streams  or  other  gold  placers  which  were  workable  per  se; 
but  as  soon  as  silver  began  to  go  down  decidedly,  the  rise  in  gold  stimu* 
lated  the  prodnction  of  this  metal,  and  the  coonb^  has  never  produced 
as  mnoh  as  it  now  does. 

By  this  it  most  not  be  onderstood  that  the  abnndant  prodnction  of 
this  preeioas  metal  is  owing  only  to  its  rise  io  value.  It  would  be 
nqjnst  not  to  recognize  the  inflaence  brought  to  bear  upon  it  by  legis- 
lation. 

OOLD  PSODUOIION. 

Ever  since  1886,  when  silver  began  to  i^ll  to  an  alarming  extent,  the 

Government  nnderstood  that  it  would  be  useiU  to  stimulate  the  pro- 
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dnction  of  gold  by  facilitatiTig  the  exploration  and  working  of  the 
placers,  and  conceding  special  franchises  and  concessioQa  to  companies 
guaranteeing  to  work  them  with  sufficient  capital.  This  was  the  opin- 
ion of  competent  persons  who  were  charged  to  study  the  crisis  and  the 
means  of  remedying  it,  and  when,  in  18^^  things  came  to  such  a  state 
that  there  occurred  almost  a  panic,  the  GoTemment  laid  before  Con- 
gress the  law  of  the  4th  of  June  of  that  year.  This  law  authorized 
the  Executive  to  grant,  during  one  year,  concessions  for  exploring  and 
working  placer  and  auriferous  mines  to  companies  who  guarantee  to 
invest  a  capital  of  $500,000  during  the  first  three  years  and  $1,000,000 
in  five  years.  In  exchange,  these  companies  enjoyed  a  reduction  of 
the  annual  mining  tax  up  to  10  per  cent,  and  were  exempt  from  all 
other  federal  tax  except  the  stamp  tax;  they  could  also  introdace  into 
the  country,  free  of  duty,  the  necessary  machinery,  tools,  etc.  Three 
large  contracts  were  executed  under  this  law,  and  they  have  been 
exactly  fulfilled  in  all  details.  They  were  for  the  exploring  and  work- 
ing of  mines  in  Oaxiiea,  Sinalua,  and  Lower  California. 
The  following  table  will  show  the  increase  in  the  production  of  gold ; 

1892-93 »1,289,907 

1893-94 1,22*,  631 

1894-95  (ander  the  Iftw) 4,744,542 

1895-96 6,054,078 

1896-97 0,861,126 

1897-98 7,684,182 

These  values  are  at  par.  According  to  the  average  rate  of  exchaoge 
of  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  gold  exported  represents  nearly  916,000,000 
(Mexican). 

Taking  into  account  that  which  is  exported  snrreptitionsly,  there 
beiog  certain  portions  of  Mexico,  such  as  the  Territory  of  Lower  Cali- 
fornia, where  it  is  very  difficult  to  control  the  output,  on  account  of  the 
l^ge  extent  of  seacoast,  it  is  not  an  exaggeration  to  calculate  the  pro- 
duction during  the  last  year  at  $19,000,000  (Mexican). 

It  would  thus  seem  that  this  is  a  prosperous  branch  of  production, 
greatly  increasing,  and  giving  promise  of  a  brilhant  future.  The  rail- 
road through  Guerrero  will  help  to  develop  even  more  this  branch  of 
national  riches. 

As  a  complement  to  what  refers  to  the  production  of  precious  metals 
and  their  progress,  I  give  the  table  which  follows,  of  the  production  of 
silver : 

___  1885(4r6aM> $157,828,478 

,886-1890 199,208,201 

.892-1896 226,247,459 

.896-97  (flscal  year) 63,688,503 

897-98  (flacftl  year) ffi,119,606 

According  to  these  tables  the  amoaot  of  prodnctiou  of  precious 
metals  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  calculating  the  gold  at  100  per  cent 
premium,  rises  to  the  respectable  figure  of  $80,119,606. 


The  following  table,  prepared  by  the  minister  of  the  treasury,  shows 
the  imports  into  Mexico  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1898,  aa 
compared  with  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jane  30, 1897.  As  will  be  seen, 
in  spite  of  the  establishment  of  factories  here,  there  was  an  actuu 
increase  of  $1,399,397  in  imports  during  the  fiscal  year  1897-98,  and 
this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  $2,600,268  worth  of  American  corn  was 
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imported  in  1896-97,  oving  to  the  partial  failure  of  the  corn  crop  in  thia 
Kepnblic,  whereas  in  1897-98  only  •iS.OSS  worth  of  this  cereal  was 
brought  into  the  country.  The  increase  might,  therefore,  be  estimated 
on  the  basis  of  normal  coDditioos  as  nearly  $1,000,000.  The  table  fol- 
lowing this  statement  of  imports  shows  what  part  thereof  i^ame  from 
the  various  countries  competing  for  Mexican  business,  and,  as  will  be 
noted,  49  per  cent  came  from  the  United  States,  showing  a  decrease  of 
4  per  cent  for  the  fiscal  year  1896-97. 

The  reason  for  this  decrease,  aside  from  the  diminution  in  com 
shipments  to  Mexico,  is  that  our  exporters  are  not  paying  the  atten- 
tion to  the  commercial  customs  of  this  Republic  that  is  given  by 
manofacturers  of  other  nations,  principally  England,  France,  and  Ger- 
many. The  business  conditions  of  Mexico  are  noteworthy,  and  it  will 
be  of  much  pecuniary  benefit  to  our  merchants  to  study  them.  In  the 
first  place,  there  are  very  few  concerns  doing  business  here  that  have 
not  ample  capital  to  carry  out  all  contracts  into  which  they  may  enter. 
Failures  are  very  rare  indeed,  and  when  they  do  occur  are  careiftilly 
investigated  by  the  aathorities  in  the  interests  of  creditors,  and  any 
attempts  to  deft'aud  are  severely  punished.  Book  entries  are  regarded 
as  sacred.  All  books  kept  by  business  houses  are  known,  and  small 
stamp  tases  paid  on  them,  and  thus  a  sort  of  surveillance  is  kept  over 
them  by  Government  autiioritiee.  All  this  tends  to  keep  ap  a  high 
stADdard  of  commercial  credit,  and,  now  that  the  commercial  agency  of 
B.  G.  Dnn  &  Go.  has  extended  its  operations  to  this  Republic,  exact 
knowledge  of  the  standing  of  the  business  houses  here  may  be  obtained. 

As  the  terms  of  our  American  merchants  are  often  very  rigid,  it  is 
hard  to  reach  an  agreement,  and  mnch  trade  which  by  the  exercise  of 
a  little  tact  and  judgment  could  be  handled  by  American  merchants, 
goes  elsewhere.  For  instance,  terms  nsitally  offered  by  European  mer- 
chants are  four  to  six  months'  time,  whereas  American  houses  often 
require  that  the  total  amount  of  their  invoices  be  placed  in  some  bank 
in  the  United  States  before  the  goods  are  shipped. 

With  good  local  agents  on  the  ground  familiar  with  the  language  and 
the  character  of  the  buyers,  the  question  might  be  easily  settled.  The 
superiority  of  many  kinds  of  American  goods  is  readily  admitted  here, 
and  Mexican  buyers  are  desirous  of  dealing  with  the  United  States  and 
would  do  so  more  extensively  than  at  present  if  trading  facilities  were 
ofiiered  them.  I  do  not  suggest  that  the  full  time  offered  by  other 
nations  be  always  granted,  since  we  have  many  goods  that  this  Republic 
mast  have,  and  these,  of  course,  can  be  sold  practically  on  our  own 
terms;  but  I  do  say  that  the  business  methods  of  Mexico  should  be 
carefully  studied.  Buyers  and  sellers  should  acquire  mutual  confidence, 
and  where  that  can  not  be  attained,  no  business  shoald  be  done.  A 
happy  medium  between  extended  time  and  the  requiring  of  a  de]>o8it 
before  shipment,  would  seem  to  be  to  ship  to  reliable  manufacturers' 
agents,  have  them  import  the  goods,  and  then  deliver  them  and  collect 
and  remit  therefor  according  to  contract. 

A  few  words  as  to  the  value  of  contracts  in  Mexico.  Once  an  abso- 
lute understanding  is  had  between  buyer  and  seller  and  the  agreement 
reduced  to  writing,  there  is  seldom  any  controversy,  as  a  contract  or  a 
preliminary  contract  (known  here  as  a  "minuta")  is  regarded  as  bind- 
ing, even  though  the  only  legal  forms  required  are  the  affixing  of  a 
50-cent  stamp  and  the  depositing  of  the  minuta  with  a  notury  public, 
to  be  reduced  to  a  pnblic  deed  when  one  of  the  interested  parties 
requires  it. 
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IMPORTS  INTO  THE  MEXICAN  REPUBLIC  IK  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  OF  1897-98.a 


]y«r<.ld.., 


Live  BDlnuls  not  ■pBCined 

Stone  boneii,  more*,  wid  oolta  of  01 

Piga  Bnd  voune  piiji 

Cattloand  thoiryonnEoalvea 

Mules 

AjiiiD«lgrsfiMnaCap«ia«] 

Combed  vwil 

All  kinds  of  hides  not  tannBd 

FekCbera  for  ornamenta 

TariODs  kinds  of  s&DB«ges  aod  hkm  of  tbe  Uiigh  ■  - 


idshellflBh... 


Fork  lard.. 


Saw  Bilk  of  aU  kinds 

ArtlclfMof  laatber  not  apeclfled 

Laalhsr  banda  for  raacblnery  not  irlth  Uia  cornapoi. „ 

Leatlierbands  or  tmnds  ofcows'halr  aooompaulfd  by  tiksir : 
Calhkln.  patsnt  leather,  kid.  ohamois,  and  other  pre] 

Plain  aiHrembroldei«d  kid  gloves  not  lined 

All  hind*  of  harness  for  cauhss  and  tritgont 


fSSS^' 


Bhoea,  either  of  leather  1 


clnlh  Ql 


Caadlca 


SO  oentimeliira  ii 
I  not  specified... 
inotapeclfled ... 
arl  aruclea  not  ■ 


Oats  in  the  Eraln  ... 
Cocoa  of  all  lloda... 


imis,  and  otbsr  flben  not  Bpeci&ed.  In  skelnB  or  baokled  — 

ickled 

.  hemp,  agaTs,  "iitle."  beniqiien  and  Kew  Zealand  fiber,  n 

'   ™l^BwitboMsheil""^".'"!!"!'"J^'"^"'^"-^"".l". 


relniported  wlUi  the  ooDBsntof  Uie  tnaaary  depuiment . 


Wood '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

FoJdin' '. '.'.'.  '.'.  '"".'.'.'.'.'. '-'.II '.'.'.'.v. 

Vlrgtola  tobaoDo,  rav 

Olive  oil  Ifi  bottles  or  cans 

OrdlDor;  and  refined  sugar 

AUkindtorcncken'!"!!!!!!!!!! 
Whoat  floar  and  of  othsr  cersala . . 
Flour  pastes 


a  Valnea  eipressed  in  go 


li,m 

218.  Ml 
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D  wood,  worked  is  plecea,  beuu.  boiirda.  uid  anUnar; 
Ordinaiy  oonatrBcllon  wood  in  durelalled  biunli . 

>r  luKwked' 


WoodeD  bamla.  aet  up  or  knocked  davn,  with  their  hoo 
OrdiiuuT  wooden  boiea  (or  pwktne.  H( 

BailnadUM 

fiaba,  poatA,  ud  ■pokes  of  wood  for  carri&geB  . 
Poalt,  oioulDgB,  Knd  Makes  for  telegnph  u  -*  * 

Baadlea  foiteob 

Aloe  osbls,  also  of  lianp,  and  othra  Aben  meaaiidng  S  eentimelsrs  or  in< 

AJan,  hemp,  and  other  Sbwaosble.  Inolndlng  cotton,  whan  meaanrlDB  V  or  m 

oeaUineier*  in  dlamfltar 

Bagaof  Jnle  doth,  sgare,  "iitle."benlqn«iiDrhamp,  to  which  (ractkin 


•M 


oloth,  agaTe,  "Ixtle,"  hanlqaeih  or  hemp,  a 


nrdinglo  fraction 


Willow  and  ooids  eioeeding 

diameter 

Tobaooo  Id  olgarattea. 


:(»edlng  1  eentlmeter  lii 


Ditara  of  ordlnarr  wood,  painted  or  Tamlshed.  as  well  as  those  of  ■ 
bent  wood,  even  it  thej  tuve  looking  glusea  or  cdtsts  of  marble. .. 
nltnroof  fine  or  Botnnion  wood  covered  with  One  irood,Botapholsl 


FDmltni 

oYSnif  ther 
Fotnltnro  of  S 


~  leather 'or' goods  n< 

Famlmre  ooTsred  with  stlk  or  part  tllk,  even  if  they  have  glasses  or  at 


with  pearls  or  pre- 


Oold,  ■Orer.  or  plattnua  In  bnlllon  or  powder. . 
Jewehj.  md  aU  kl^da  of  silver  or  gold  and  ail\ 

sioas  atones 

Legal  gold  and  sJIreroolD  of  all  nations 

Baatsn  gold  Ibr  gliding 

C<qipBT,  brass,  bnmxe,  sad  white  metal  staeela 

Ccpper  metals  not  treated 

Ci^er  metals  not  treated  and  copper  bnnchea  having  at  most  SO  per  cent  ol 

Wire  of  copper,  brass,  or  wbltematal 

Copper  wire,  ininlated,  for  electric  Ught 

Wfav.spaogieil,  drawn  or  metal  leaf,  gilt  or  plated 

Aniijesof  copper.bni8ii,1][oDEe.  and  white  metal  aotspeclded 

AU  kinds  of  bronze  or  brass  fomlture,  e*aa  If  with  glasses  and  mirlits  tops. 


Sleel  In  aqnan  bus  or  oyllndij 


ir  oatagoD  shaped. . , 


Steel  In  oyllndilcal 

Inmorateelw1rewhaeedIaDiBteris]essthaaHo.2eo( 
Iron  or  steel  wire  of  1  millimeter  or  leas  In  diameter.. 
Iron  galtantoed  wire  ft>r  telegraph  and  telepboDSS.-- 

Iron  wire  (Or  tencea,  with  the  books  to  secure  It 

Iron  wlrefbrftmcea 

Plows  wltii  their  plowsbaras... 


mwlrowithhooki 


js  with  their  nails  to  a«niT«  handles,  ai 

CMila  of  iron  or  steel  win  oridiBliiaB'l-I'-.I--.I....--'"-I-'."".I"i-!~^"'l' 

Iron  piping  of  all  siies,  efenif  tinned 

Kakea,  aej^lm  alcklea,  hacklei,  shoTela,^wlnnowiai[  forks,  epadss  and  plok. 


axes,  and  oommon  ohopplDg  knives  withont  sheaths,  (aragriaaltare... 

Iron  in  bars  of  first  fnsloii,  or  In  powder  or  pieces 

Hoop  lion,  roondiron,  sqaaTelroD,  plattnsand  half  roiiDd.. 

Bgture  Iron  and  T-lron 

Sbast  Iron,  sWated  and  In  tUoa  for  roofing,  even  If  painted  or  galvanlied . . . 


.  In  plain  a! ^ 

Wl  l(pBlnled  or  g^vaniied 

p  to  K  centimeters  long  b;Moe 


lated  or  in  11 


13S,3«S 
2«,;il3 
2,300 
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Tin  BbMM  mne  than  K  centlmetara  long  and  aver  40  otDthnateTa  irids,  of  >1 

■1mm.  and  the  •Uuuped  ilde  punted  orpDllahed ■ 

Inmf>rBtaelraiUtplDfl,fh>£B.uea.  etc.,fornilr«da..... -^ ^^ 

Iron  beamauid  ^rden  rorroofa 

Anchan  for  ship*,  with  tbelrohaloaor  iritbont  th«in 

Tin  artlclat,DTOf  tluned  iron,  or  nicklsd  wholly  or  In  part,  of  ohaUrariralgbt 

ArtlEleg  oflmuoreiiaiDDled  Bteei,  whoiiy  or  Id  part,  of  an;  veighc 

Iron  or  slcel  uilolea  not  apeol Bed,  when  their  wBlght  doaa  not  exceed  lOkQo- 


Irvac 


eclfled.  w 


ladlas 


Dlhplr  irelghCei 


leBlr- 


IT  marble  covers-  - . 


non  hydraullo  lime.  Koniui  oe 


Notpartfl. 
Paiiaed  .. 


material,  ttor  botUlag  v: 


aleohela,  liqno. 

Croelnr;  aaa  poroelaln.  flEnrad,  not  epeclfled — 

Olaaaand  oiTatal  pleoea,  ngured,  not  «peclfled _..... 

Olaaa  or  erratal  olilwjta.  engraved  or  worked,  not  speolfled 

OlaM  or  orjatal  oUecta  decorated  with  gold,  ailver,  or  ooloia,  not  apeoifled  ■  ■ 

All  aiiea  of  plain  glaaa  or  crystal 

O-laaa  and  cryelol  Dot  apecifled ,.... 

Glaaa  or  or;  ilal  aheeta.  beveled,  engraTed.  or  decorated,  or  with  eommoii  Beta 

monntingB  to  tDBtalD  them  and  Join  them  soaa  tobrm  gUsawlndowB.... 


816.  SOT 
17,336 

430.  aa 

l«.8flB 


Cotton  ;Bra  on  tpoola  n; 
Gnitainii.  bed>preadi,  ai 
Cotton  laoea.  cotton  nel 

lace,  not  apedfled .... 
Cotton  lioe  and  nettli 
Cnrtalni.  bedapreadi. 

with  their  Btripe  to 


;  of  all  el 


It  manofMtnrea 


Baw  eotton  or  white  gi>oda  ofpUin  weeve. 
warp  and  woof  in  a  aqnare  of  5  milllmet«n 
Cotton  gooda : 

B«w  or  white  of  plain  weave,  having  m 
woof  In  a  apace  i  mllllmBtera  aqnare  . 
Fainted,  alsnipcd,  or  dyed,  of  plain  weave,  not  having  more  than  30  threadB 

Id  warpanfwouf  InaapweKmlUlmcleraaqnaiv 

Stamped,  paintBil,  ordyeit.Df  plain  weavn.  having  more  than  10  thniai]*  In 
J .  <_ _.i.,._.. —  square 


ton  lace 

irea  ftvm  net  or  cottoi 

ipeolBed!'. 
Lneii«Liioi,tobatu1lt 

Ing  30  thmads  for  the 
thieada  In  warp  and 


Baw,  whtte,  oi 
"olof  pla 


mill]  mete 
work. 


Artioleaof 

meDtaafi.- 


ly  other  m 


dderad . . 
linen,  or 

ipeclfled.  aJ^Dgb  o 


.  -,  - ., n  froDta.  oollarB.  and cofih. ....... 

Fringe,  braid,  pnaaemenledr,  edglne,  tape,  and  ration  meab 

Cotton,  open  work  or  onbroidored  Btripa,  embroidered  with  ootlon,  UDcm,  wool, 

Tammade  (rf  Uneo,  hemn.or  ooior  aimiiarflbera '.'..'. 

Linen  or  honjp  thread,  white,  raw.  or  colore,  common  er  fine,  inolodlag  h 
twiated  Ihi«ailor  BlUhiokDeaB«a,lnapools,reel*,orBkdDS 

Cmunon  goodg  of  Jntf^  agave,  "title,"  heneqneu,  or  hemp, either  whll&  dark, 
or  colored,  of  all  kindacf  weave*,  having  M  tfareada  toUia  warp  and  woof, 
in  a  nquare  of  2  centlmetrea 


1, 131. 240 
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T  OOOM — OODtiDEied. 


, _tle,"  hmioqneTi.  Nnw  Ze»l«ndflber,oi 

ilored,  of  &U  wcbth.  bHvtug  3S  thruuls  to  tbe  nup 
'  — ^timato™. »  »qiiMe  mi-" '  -'■'-'•  — i-i ■- 


duk. 

nnf  3  DHitliDflton.  a  M\ ^ 

lIIbt  flben, 
wtaiu,  aiTK.  or  coioreu.  or  plain  n 
mod  vciof  lakcqUAreof  BmiUlmf 

Goods  of  liasn,' hoi)' 

plalD  weaTO.  bav 

of  5iiilllilnBlor8.._ 

Goods  of  linen,  hemp,  uid  otber  aliolLir  flbcn,  ubite, 

plain  VHtve.  and  oponwork  or  bit  ' 
wonrtedof  woolen  thread,  eTenif  i 
Woolen  eoodaof  all  weavlnea.  evea 

or  mixed  with  allk  or  ImltAIlon  in        , .     . 

too  and  np  to  ISO  cruna — 

Woolen  eoada  of  alTweavei.  even  If  embroideml  wl 

-—■ '  —h  (Ilk  or  imitation  metal,  and  the  »qn 

.(B  orcnrled  wool  and  hemp  warp  or  o 

g«  of  woolen  tripe,  with  the  warn  of  h 

e,  braid,  paaaeiuenlerfe,  edging,  tape,  ana  wool 

xlaallD  of  wool  and  rtibber  and  ov«f  l  MintlnicUni  n 

Baady-oud*  clothes,  not  specified, 


•vlngnptg 


ildersd  with  wool,  cottoi 


•ewed.  of  all  kinds  i 

All  kinds  of  aiVk  Vwids' 
Silk  eoods  for  alfQug  fl< 
ArtlclBii  at  Dot  or  other 


with  a> 


ilgiing  OT 

iW,'cott<in,"or\!Bi-. 
meter  weighing  over 


I  belonging  to  them. 


silk  good*  notapecillBd... 


Ml'miiad  wM  allk  onl;  In  Uie  warp  i 

Gooda  tutTioK  a  ailk  warp  and  the  wooT  being  of  ootton,  llneii,  oi 

Silk  ortlDleB',  mixed  with  wtttonilliim,' or  wmlDt^'si^ 
hsTS  embroideries  or  omaments,  ao  long  aa  the;  are  not  of  Imjtat 


101,419 
18,020 

703.  MO 


woolen,  or  allk 


r  only  In 


impty  capsules  of  gelatin  or  wafer 

k  and  bicarbonate  of  eoda  and  of  pc 

AlknlliiecTUiltM....' 

Colora,  in  powder,  cry  atala  or  prepared , 

'    Chlocidsca  llms,  soda,  and  potaah 

Uedidnal  drags,  andcfaemliaU  and  pkarmaoeutloal  prodoota,  not  specUled... 

BedandwUIephoflpboms 

Hyposulphite  of  soda 

Conoenlnted  lye* 

All  kinds  of  leaven 

Medicinal  puitM.  paatillea,  andJelUea 

Dry  pboto^pbio  platea 

Qiunlneand  the  other  alkaloids  derived  from  It 

Gammon  table  salt 

Saltpeter  or  ultnte  of  potaeb  or  of  soda 

Canallc  soda  and  potash 

Sulphates  of  copper,  iron,  end  ammonia -i'--'--.-'-- ^ 


70,  S7l 

!S5.08e 

0,454 

312.350 


AlooboL  In  clay  or  gtasa  bottlee 

Beer  and  older: 

In  bottles 

In  buiels 

Bitten 

Uquon 

Bm  and  vblta  vlim,  tuwoodco  veuela... 


Waala  papar  and  paatea  of  Tegetable  dbera.  not  dyed,  for  factories,  and  per- 
ftoralid  at  diatauoea  not  leas  than  10  rentlmeters 

P^M,  slaed  or  half  siiad : 

White.  withoBt  gloea,  for  printing  books  nnd  newspapers 

WUte,  wltbont  floes,  forprtntlng,  dltsrlng  paper,  and  blotting  paper  ■ - 
WhUe  and  poUaSed,  or  dyed,  for  printing,  and  paper  for  packing,  oalaiw 
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FiTEB  ua>  ITS  FmnraB—Doatliiiied. 

PH$«r,  «lHd  or  hair  siKd— CoDtlDued, 

Vblu,  poUihed.  Tor  prJntliiK  booki  lud  nempapan,  and  dyed  paper  tot 

piintiiig,  tnoing paper,  filtering,  blottlni,  andoopjlng  paper,  aba  Uwoe 

Tracing  paper,  cnpylnK,  preu  paper,  Uuae  paper 

Sliod  paper,  for  »ritlDg 

Biawn  paper  for  wnppjDga.  eran  if  irlthtar 

Broirn  paper  for  paaklng.  and  all  paper  for  thli  purpose  not  «pealfl< 
rDrme— printed,  engraied  or  bthographed,  for  tnnk  blll>.for  the  ba 

llebed  In  the  RepubUo,  Imported  with  the  prevtaut  permlailou  of  the 

TreaauiT  Departeumt 

Paper  witli  monognun,  name,  or  heading  printed,  lithographed  or  engraved. . 

roushed,  painted^  marbled,  or  embeaaeirpaur 

Common  paper  for  walla,  «o  long  aa  It  Is  not  gilded,  plated,  nor  with  velvet. . 

Wall  paper,  with  gold,  ^TSr,  or  TClvet,  In  wEola  orb  part 

Cigarette  paper 

Cot  paper  for  notes,  letter*,  or  doonmenta,  aa  well  aa  raled  paper  for  letter*, 

documeoli,  aoooants,  or  mnala 

Common  cardboard  of  all  thlckneBaen.  beaten  orlDBheeta... 
Common  cardboard  ot  an;  tlilckneas.  of  raw  pnip,  not  color 

»heeU 

Artlcleeof  paper  or  cardboard  not  ipeoiBed 

Uiawiiig  and  writing  boolig  with  gamplea.  forpciniar;  u*e 

Prluted  plotureg.  engraved  or  llthographnl.  cdl  planting*,  aod  p 

paper  or  cardboard,  erenff  with  bame.  aolongaaltia  nat<' 
Book*  and  muals  printed  or  In  mannaoript,  with  oardbcaid.  k 

line  binding 

AUklndaofplarwnl' 

Globea  for  Inoandeacenteleotrio  light 

Frimea  for  umbrellai  or  paraaola  wboae  handiM  are  not  of  gold,  allver,  or 

Crane*  and  der^oia  '.'///////////".'.'.'.'. 
All  kind!  of  tools  and  materials  for ' 
Solentlfiii  InsCrunientsnot  spedOei' 

Steiuncnglnea  and  repair  plecea 

Uachlnea  and  apparstna  for  any  objeol  not  apeeUed,  with  loose  repairplsoea, 

and  airaneod  fur  other  eaglnea.  that  are  not  for  oranka,  pedala,  or  lever*... 
Uachlneaand  apparatos,  with  their  loose  or  repair  pieoei,  for  induitiiea,  agrl- 

oultare,  mlninK.  and  art*,  arranged  to  be  moved  by  cranks,  pedala.  or  levers. . 
Wall  or  pocket  watches  of  all  kinds,  even  If  with  small  ornament*  of  oonunon 

Pocket  waiohee  of  Bllver  or  otb'er  matwials,  eioept  f^,  and  without  ^m. , 

'Wagons  and  cart*  withoat  springs 

Wagons  and  carte  with  springs 

Wagons  and  cosoho.  of  aU  k^da  for  railroad* 

All^lnd*  of  carriagos  not  apeoilled  wboas  weight  does  not  exceed  SOO  kilo- 
grams and  Is  more  than  iEWkllognims 

aH  kind*  flf  boats 

Veloolpedea ■ 

ASIU  AND  EXPLOalTK. 

Firearm*  of  all  kinds : 

Repetition  ormjbarge,  end  repair  pleoe* 

Not  of  ropellllon  or  recharge,  and  repair  piece* 

Cartridee*,  loaded  or  not.  for  firearm* 

Uynarafte  and  other  eiploalves  not  specified 

Powder  for  n^nes 

■OBCKLtANBOm. 

Artlcleeof  gatta-perchBDOtapeclDed, a*  wellaa  of  oellulold ■ 

Subber  bands  for  machinery  Imported,  together  with  the  ooneapondlng  ma- 

Transmfa^on  band*  not  apeoliled,  Doming  with  Uielri«speoUve  machinery  ... 

Complete  buildings  of  Iron,  steel,  and  wood 

Soap  not  perttamed 

AaMstna  ebeeta,  oardboaid,  and  tow  with  tar.  for  roodng 

All  kinds  of  perTDmery 

Paintings  on  paper,  olotli,  Rlasa,  porcelain,  wood,  or  metal,  even  If  with 

frame,  eo  long  as  It  i*  not  or  gold  or  allver , 

Felthata.  Panama  hata  and  their  imllathma.  not  trimmed 
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^.a—. 

ig»&4T. 

ISVT-W. 

•SiS 

».1W 

' 

BECAPITOLATIUN. 


Fnngoodi. 

°c.«- 

To»l  Impor- 

»T,MS,7*2 
fcM7.2M 

^ISiw 

f43,KH,«n 

2.«i)e,iu 

1,I0^0M 

l,3MI,Bn 

/Mporto  in  tA«  Aepw^Iio  during  IheJUeal  yaara  1897-98  and  1896-97. 
KteUHS  OF  AUOUHTS  PASSIKO  THBOUCU  IH£  CUSIOM-HOU8B3  NAMED. 


0,-t™.ho.«.. 

i«r^. 

UM-ffT. 

MOT-W. 

KMSl. 

taU,4TB 

■?» 

908.871 

'El 

«,S»I,1W 
ttISM 

.    isi.sdft 

flO«.2T& 

IMilM 

HI 

7,4iT.«as 

M.W3 
ISO,  MB 

^IVz 

178,027 
(I2.1C7 

iw.rro 
i.oJa,5« 

111  879 

gus^ 

•^-^^S 

a,va,iin 

U,  201  OK 

Covntria  from  K\ieh  ivtp^yrti  \ave  oovu.a 


CoiutrlH. 

IKW-M. 

1M8-87. 

U0T-S8. 

1808-07. 

»4.781.ra 
787 

lis 

802 
24.883 

™S 

2«Q 
8,160 

8^903 
Si:>67 

m:S23 
132,728 

8IM.11S 
MOSltM 

1881278 
a*.  018 

ai( 

"■•S 

8.818 
88 

IS.SM 

1. 786 

158,' 782 

•210.846 

"■ffi 

«,1B7 
^^ 

71  m 

21,  m 

2.080,189 

is 

i^^'^"^":::::: 

'1-S 

«3.80S,tf2 

importa  la  gold  and  ot  eiporU  1b  aUrar. 

'.Otitic 


490 


COMMERCIAL   RELATIONS. 


The  exports  from  the  Republic  of  Mexico  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1898,  were  largely  in  excess  of  those  for  the  flsoal  year  189U-97, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  table  next  following. 

It  is  trne  the  war  in  Oaba  is  acconiitable  for  some  of  the  large 
increases,  as,  for  example,  that  of  $1,000,000  worth  of  cattle  and  $2,000,- 
000  worth  of  tobacco  exported  over  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  and 
$1,000,1)00  worth  of  henequen,  on  account  of  the  intermption  of  trade 
with  Manila.  The  exportatiou  of  a  cargo  of  wheat  &om  Tampico  to 
Liverpool  marks  a  new  era  in  the  agricnlttiral  progress  of  the  Itepnblic, 
eiuce  it  was  the  initial  shipmeut  of  that  cereal,  as,  while  wheat  has 
seldom,  if  ever,  been  imported  into  this  Bepublic,  on  account  of  the  high 
duty,  the  country's  prodaction  has  heretofore  not  been  more  than  suffi- 
cient for  its  needs.  There  was  also  a  large  increase  in  the  exportation 
of  coffee,  and  in  this  connection,  I  will  call  attention  to  the  excellent 
average  quality  of  the  collte  raised  in  this  Bepnblic,  as  well  as  to  the 
good  grade  of  tobacco. 

Everyone  that  has  fairly  tested  the  Mexican  cigars  is  pleased  with 
them,  and  they  have  the  advantage  of  being  aweet  all  the  way  through, 
BO  that  the  last  half  is  as  good  aa  the  first.  An  arrangement  by  which 
Meucao  tobacco  and  some  other  articles  could  be  admitted  into  the 
United  States  on  favorable  terms,  and  in  return  certain  of  our  goods, 
such  as  cotton,  packiug-hoose  products,  coal,  steel  rails,  machinery, 
furniture,  wire,  and  nails,  be  allowed  to  enter  Mexico  at  reduced  rates 
of  duty,  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  both  countries  and  stimulate 
trade  relations.  There  are  many  articles  that  can  even  now  be  pro- 
duced here  to  advantage  and  exported  profitably.  Among  them  are 
broom  root,  on  which  there  is  no  duty  imposed  by  the  United  States; 
rare  and  costly  woods,  like  mahogany  and  rosewood,  and  many  others 
common  in  Mexico  but  little  known  out  of  the  country;  coffee,  which 
is  now  allowed  to  enter  the  United  States  free  of  duty;  many  kinds  of 
delicious  fruits,  some  of  which  have  not  even  been  beard  of  in  onr 
country;  silver,  gold,  and  other  ores;  cattle,  bides,  vanilla,  rnbber, 
chicle  gum,  beans,  garbanzos  (chick  pease),  istle  (a  fiber  resembling 
hemp),  cotton-seed  meal,  bones,  hides  of  wild  animals,  and  many  other 
artides  capable  of  exportation,  in  which  trade  must  be  developed  by 
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Anieltt  wtwe  raportoMoK  inarea—d  or  d«ore<ued  oeer  fS,000  dtriiig  the  JUcal  fear  of 
1837-98  at  oom^arad  wiUt  like  )Uoai  gear  of  IS96-97—CoatinaisA. 
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EBOAJPITm^TION. 


PTBdmuniBtaU. 

Other  arUclM. 

Meijoiui 
cuirmoy. 
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SUtODur- 
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'  The  following  table  la  interesting,  as  showing  the  moTement  to  the 
United  States  and  Europe  through  the  varions  Mexican  costom-honses, 
during  the  last  fiscal  year  and  the  year  before: 


IgOT-SS. 

1S98-97. 

OoaWm-hoose. 

M«lMD 

United  Statu 

Meilou 

DnitadStaM* 
cnmdo;. 

eu,800 

■SSSiS 

aw 

1,370,220 

as 

7,021, 7« 

.,i':S 
"IKS 

i.e7a,Tg» 

is 

IT,  T7B,  2W 

^T^616 

3i.<ai 

8SB.»4!i 

iwIm* 

1M,1«« 

'■•!!::!! 

8.21S,M.3 
U.MO 

MSS 

2(7,720 

12,  WO 
130,  B7S 
SU.BDtt 

lolasi 

7M,13a 

u,7is,iige 

lollM 

"■as 

•as 

SB 

8.7St 

■ii 

408,  Tn 

•■S:K 

as 

ill 

626.  wa 

!:S:!S 

1M.3S7 

2W:B83 
1.  IM.  <13 

"Sis 

«,'»» 

S.  877, 139 

1,810.70* 

1]S,7W 
21,081 

2M.0U 

"ii 

iiffi 

883,871 
1,716,121 

«s,!S;S 

I1.7BB,M3 

aia,G«a 

iaB,»7».T«9 

»,<«.... 

]ll,Ste,404 
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The  following  table  shows  the  proportion  of  exports  to  the  Tarions 
countrieB,  and,  as  will  be  seen,  ont  of  ♦128,972,749  ($59,069,619)worai 
of  exports  in  1897-99,  $94,974,616  ($43,498,374)  went  to  the  United 
States,  or  73  per  cent  of  the  total  amonnt  exported  from  Mexico,  as 
against  77  per  cent  in  1896-97. 

As  will  be  seen,  the  export  basiness  of  the  United  States  has  not 
kept  pace  with  the  increase  in  the  general  exports;  some  other  coim- 
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tries  have  greatly  increaaed  their  purchases  of  Mexican  goods,  for 
example : 

France,  which  in  1896-97  boaght  of  Mexico  bnt  $1,873,522  ($670,743), 
bought  in  1897-98  $5,320,016  ($1,904,587),  an  increase  of  $3,446,494 
($1,233,844).  Holland,  which  is  reaching  oat  for  trade  here,  increased 
from  $67,906  ($20,730)  in  1896-97  to  $719,322  ($257,517),  an  increaHe 
of  $661,416  ($236,787).  Caba  shows  the  most  notable  increase,  from 
$53,503  ($19,155)  in  189ft-97  to  $2,152,544  ($770,611)  in  1897-98.  This 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  Oaba  had  to  have  certain  Mexican  products, 
and  that  the  advantage  in  favor  of  Spain  was  greatly  diminished. 

Germany's  increase,  thongh  large,  waa  not  so  remarkable,  being 
$2,578,989  ($923,278),  while  the  small  Kingdom  of  Belginm  abont  keeps 
pace  with  England,  since  the  former  increased  $421,765  ($150,992), 
whereas  the  latter,  with  its  position  of  second  only  to  the  United  States 
(thongh  at  a  great  distance),  increased  only  $496,111  ($177,249).  The 
Mexican  dollar  has  not  varied  mncb  dnring  the  last  six  months  of  the 
fiscal  year — only  a  few  points,  whii^h  fluctuations  have  caused  no 
inconvenience  of  any  kind. 


TBAIT8POBTATION. 

A  significant  fact  iB  that  whereas,  until  recently,  all  rates  to  New 
York  proper  were  made  by  water  from  Tampico  or  Vera  Cmz,  I  have 
lately  noticed  overland  shipments  of  even  snch  bulky  commodities  as 
broom  root,  an  evidence  that  the  railways  are  awakening  to  the 
importance  of  the  export  trade  from  Mexico. 
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TJNITID   BTATEB-MSXICAN  PRRIOBT  RATES. 

It  is  beyond  the  purpose  of  tbis  report  to  nndertake  to  name  all 
rates  between  the  two  conntries,  but  I  have  endeavored  to  give  a  gen- 
eral idea  of  the  rates  charged  on  the  commodities  commonly  imported 
and  exported.  Both  freight  and  passenger  rates  are  determined  here, 
aa  in  the  United  States,  by  traffic  associations  presided  over  by  a 
chairman,  and  the  rates  named  by  him  are  reasonably  stable,  thongb, 
as  is  castomary,  subject  to  change  with  or  without  notice,  as  may  be 
stipulated.  All  intending  shippers  ehoold  eommuuicate  with  the  rail- 
way and  obtain  rates  on  the  goods  they  expect  to  ship  before  making 
sale  of  same.  The  main  purpose  of  these  rates  and  the  Klexicau  classi- 
flcatioD  is  to  aaggust  what  articles  are  dealt  in  in  this  Republic.  The 
extent  may  be  determined  by  a  careful  study  of  the  imports  and 
exports. 

The  following  rates  are  in  United  States  currency  per  100  pounds, 
carload  lots: 
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I  also  give  passenger  rates  effective  at  present  by  water  from  ] 
Tort— 
To  Ten  Craz  or  Tampico: 

FlntclsM 

Second  olaM 

Third  clMB 

To  Heiico  City  hj  Ward  line  to  Yerft  Cmz : 

FlntolBBs 

BecondolHB 

Tblrdelaw 

Bound  trip,  New  York  to  Mexico  City  and  retmn 
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The  SoathwesteTD  Freight  Bureau  Tariff,  No.  4,  effective  January 
27, 1898,  which  I  send  herewith,'  givea  the  rates,  rules,  and  reguhi- 
tions  applying  on  freight  forwarded  between  St.  Lonia,  Denver 
(Colo.),  Kansas  City,  Memphis,  Little  Kock,  Fort  Smith,  Nashville, 
Louisville,  Chicago,  Oincinnati,  Milwaukee,  Dayton,  South  Bend,  Ma- 
con, Middleshoro,  Omaha,  Detroit,  Cleveland,  and  Pittsburg,  and 
points  in  their  respective  territories  described  herein.  Also  points  in 
Texas  and  City  of  Mexico,  San  Lais  Fotosi  and  Monterey,  and  common 
pointa 

This  tariff  is  gODcrally  referred  to  principally  for  south-bound  busi- 
ness, but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  on  account  of  its  limitations  and  the  con- 
stant changee  often  made  in  some  unnoticed  corner  of  a  BUpplemeut, 
it  is  used  as  a  basis  only,  and  all  shippers  contemplating  business  with 
Mexico  should  write  to  the  proper  persons,  stating  when  they  intend 
to  ship  and  what  commodities,  and  obtain  a  rate  hereupon. 

LAND  TEANSPOETATION. 

Xii«4  transportation  from  and  to  the  United  Stateit  tkrough  the  frontier  etutoni-hotuat  of 
theBepvbtie  during  the  fiscal  year  of  1S97-9S  at  oompared  with  tkefitoal  ytar  of  1896-97. 
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ICEXIOAN  BAILWATS, 

So  many  of  our  people  are  interested  in  railway  supplies,  that  I  have 
thought  a  list  of  the  principal  railways  in  this  BepubUc,  showing  their 
length  and  location,  would  be  of  service.  It  is  true  that  the  principal 
systems  have  their  purchasing  agents  in  the  United  States,  and  the 

■  Filed  tat  reference  in  Biuean  of  Foreign  Commerce,  Depulment  of  State. 
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smaller  sjBtemB  are  imitating  the  othera  vhen  they  can,  bnt  a  good  deal 
of  basineBa  may  be  worked  ap  by  writing  dealers  id  the  City  of  Mex- 
ico, appointing  agents  here,  and  getting  active  and  reliable  corrrespond- 
ents  in  the  smaller  centers  traversed  by  the  railways. 

I  shall  make  a  practice  of  advising  the  Department  of  any  new  rail- 
way coDcesaions  that  may  be  granted  iu  this  Bepnblic,  bo  that  sach  of 
oor  people  as  may  bo  interested  may  Lave  an  opportunity  to  inform 
themselves  in  the  premises.  Aa  a  general  rule,  all  railways  are  repre- 
sented in  tbe  City  of  Mexico,  as  the  Government  has  an  active  saper-  - 
vision  over  those  that  have  received  sabventions,  and  a  general 
knowledge  of  tbe  operations  and  conditions  of  all.  The  official  in  charge 
of  this  work  is  Don  Santiago  Mendez,  Bubsecietary  of  the  department 
of  communications,  City  of  Mexico. 

Table  of  the  priaoipal  railroadi  in  the  if«|>i<iliii. 
RAILWAYS  or  BTANDABD  UADGE. 


Hexioui  Canml;  Frmn  a  Fuo  to  Cttr  of  Ueihw  (1,224  mll»).     BnnauD.,  uius 
TaiDidoa,  Inpnalo  to  AmeCA,  Lerdo  to  Sta  Fedru,  Sllaoto  UatO.  Tulk  to  PkchDU 

Uaxlon  InteniDllaul:  Fnm  Ciadad  Porflrto  Mu  to  Durueo  (UD  miles).  BnuMbu: 
S«bliiM  ta  Boodo.  UotioloTk  to  Ciulro  Glenegu.  EorniM  to  Sui  Padro,  Fedrirenw  lo 
Teludmw.  If  ■tunoroo  U  Zaragaza 

BonoTft:  Nocaln to QoKTinu  .--.- -.-.--.-,,.-..., 

lIaiit«reT>i>dIl*ili3uOiilr;  IreTiAo  to  IuldIoo ..-. 

MaileaiiRallira]':  l(eil<iotoVBnCnic(za3iiil1ei|.    Bnnchea:  A^icoa to Puebl*, OmetoHo 

Natknial  Txhunt^peo :  Oovenimeut  likUroiJ.  now  Icued  by  B-FMnon  &  Sod.  Coituonl-' 
oo.  lo  SiUns  Crur;. 

Uciico.  CDsmaviica  and  the  FuiOc:  HmIbo  to  CuerniTau  (TG  mile*),  Poeiit*  da  IitU  to 
Lo*  AmalM  (21  mlltw) 

Mcxii»ii  Martharni  BsmIdd  to  ainmt  Hojiidi 

OuaderoaiidUuna:  Caudaio  t«  nmr  galla 

IUoaruds.BleiTBllBd»and  tliePBclflo:  Cludad  Jaam  to  Tenuu 

Uerldaandltuuiuil;  MaridRtoItumal 

Cordoba  to  Tuilepee:  C<mlob«to  Uatzoiango 

HerldaJind  Fivkiho:  Uarldato  Frogrsao 

Wettoni:  Allsta  loCullaoa 

Chlhu>hDauidPuiBa(iD«n»truetton):  W««t  of  CWhnahim 

Lower  California  (III  oODitnictlon):  San  Qnlnlln  to  BloColorada 

Total 


NARItOW-HACGE  LINES. 


MeileanKatliiniil:  Lando  to  Uexlco  City  (g<0 miles}.  Bnocheg:  Acambaro  to  Faticnara, 

Ifeiieo  to  Kl  Salto.  MatanioriM  to  Sau  Mlga«l 

iDterauanic;  Ueiiw  lo  Vera  Ciub  iUO  mllei}.    Branobea:  Loi  Reysita  Fuentedalitla, 

LoaArcoatoTlanonalplcaD,  VlrreyettoSan  JoaD 

UsilcutiolltberD!  Paabla  to  Oaiaoa 

VeraCnHasd  Alvando:  VeraCmito  Alvarado 

Hidalgo  and  NorthireaUni:  Meiieo  to  Faobuca  (TO  mUaa).    Kwiebw:  lepa  to  Sototlan. 

Sao  Aitoatlii  tolvola 

KIchoaean  and  Paidflo:  Manvatio  to  Zllacnaro- 

Federal  Biatrict  R.  K.,  (Valley  and  TlalMm  linea) 

Vaneagaud  Klo  Verde:  Vanegai  to  Uitahuala 

BanUaieoaaiidKaiitla:  iian  Uarroa  toHultaliUapan  (W  milea).    Branrhea;  To  San  Juan 

deloo  Llanoa 

TolDCaaadBauJiuindalaaHuertaa:  Tolaoalo  San  Jnan 

Uaxlcan  National  CaDttractJnfl  Co. ;  UamanlllD  to  Collma  (U  milea),  Zaoatacaa  to  QlocaU- 

•nle  (30  milea) ., 

Tolaoaand  Tenaneo:  Tolaoato  Tauango 

Caaadero  (2  reet) :  Caiadaio  to  Nado 

Jalajia  and  Oiiaaba  |ln  conaltucUon).  UDth  of  Jalapa 

OoaiiajDateaadDotarea;  Rincon  to  hacienda  of  San  Luis  do  la  Pu 

UeridaandPeto:  If erida  to  Santa  Uarla aagai  faclorr 

Marlda  and  Valladolid:  Merlda  to  TIdd,  andVaBcb  to  "— ^-- 
Ueridaaod  Campeche:  Merlda  to  Campeche,  andbian 

Campeobeand  Lama;  Campeoheto  Lerma 

ilaxacaCoai  Bv;.:  Tlacolepeolo  On^napan 
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Table  of  the  principal  railroad*  in  Ike  Bepvblic — Continaed. 


IS  Blandard-gange  linen - 4.2M 

la  nuiron-gimge  llDea 2,«36   . 

Total.3Bliii« t,Ka 

There  have  been  a  iinmber  of  railway  extensions  spoken  of  during  tbe 
last  year.  The  most  itiiportant  is  of  the  Monterey  aud  Mexican  Gulf 
Railway,  from  Tanipico  or  near  by  to  the  City  of  Mexico,  via  Pachuca.  An 
important  enterprise,  that  of  a  canal  to  unite  southern  Mexico  (begin- 
ning at  a  point  on  the  Tehnantepec  liailway  not  far  from  Salina  Cruz) 
with  the  neighboring  Bepablic  of  Gnatemala,  has  been  given  a 
concession. 

During  tbe  last  six  months,  the  railway  system  has  increased  by  more 
than  314  kilometers  (195  miles),  of  which  62^  (36.8  miles]  jiertain  to  the 
Mexico,  Cneruavaca  and  Pacific  Railroad ;  60  (37.2  miles)  to  the  Mexican 
Central  on  its  branch  flrom  Jimenez  to  Hidalgo  del  Parral;  40  (24.8 
miles)  to  the  Mexican  National  between  Patzcuaro  and  Urnapam;  25 
(15.5  miles)  to  the  International  on  its  branch  between  Beata  and  Mon< 
terey,aiid  the  remainder  to  otherline8,among  which  may  be  mentioned 
that  which  has  lately  joined  the  capitals  of  Yncatan  and  Campeche,  an 
event  which  has  with  reason  been  celebrated  with  r^oicings  by  both 
States.  Recently,  the  line  between  San  Juan  Banttsta  and  the  Gonzalez 
River  was  inaugurated. 

Tbe  railway  system  of  the  Repnblic  now  measures  12,403  kilometers 
(7,707.3  miles),  including  234.7  kilometers  (145,8  miles)  of  state^iwned 
tramways. 

Some  of  the  companies  have  either  execnt«d,  or  have  in  preparation, 
not«worthy  works  on  their  lines,  such  as  the  completion  of  the  tunnel 
between  Dolores  and  Catorce,  which  is  2,212  kilometers  (1.37  miles)  in 
length;  the  i^ermanent  station  building  of  the  Mexican  Sonthent  at 
Oiixaca;  and  the  plans  for  the  introduction  of  electrical  traction  on 
certain  of  its  lines,  presented  by  the  Federal  District  Railway 
Company. 

On  account  of  the  severe  damage  periodically  suffered  by  the  provi- 
sional bridges  of  the  Tehnantepec  Railroad  over  the  river  of  the  same 
name,  a  new  location  of  the  road  at  that  i>oint  has  been  undertaken,  so 
thnt  the  line  may  cross  the  river  under  favorable  conditions  and  by  a 
metric  bridge. 


As  will  be  seen  elsewhere  in  this  report,  an  important  factor  in  the 
budget  of  Mexico  is  the  revenue  derived  from  the  stamp  tax,  which  I 
apjtend  in  full.'  The  present  generation  of  Americans  can  remember 
two  things  distinctly:  The  abolition  of  the  stamp  tax  from  checks  and 
the  gradual  reduction  of  same  on  articles  of  general  consumption,  and 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments;  and  the  boys  of  to-day  have  seen, 
on  account  of  the  Spanish- American  war,  a  return  to  the  old  method  of 
raising  revenue  by  the  stamp  tax,  though  it  may  be  only  for  a  short 
time. 


'  Filed  for  reference  in  Bnrean  of  Fonigii  Commerce,  Department  of  State. 
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The  Mexican  generation  of  to-day  has  seen,  first,  its  cnrreDcy  on  a 
par  witli  gold,  and  for  a  time  silver  dollars  even  at  a  premioin  over  the 
American  dollar,  and  then  at  first  a  gradual,  then  a  sadden  perceptible 
downward  tendency,  ontil  one  knew  not  where  the  decline  in  the  mone- 
tary standard  would  stop,  and  the  country  saffered  on  account  of  the 
uncertainty,  jnst  as  the  TJnited  States  snffered  from  the  fear  of  free 
silver.  It  is  a  tribnte  to  the  recnperative  power  of  Mexico  that  with 
the  rapid  redaction  i  a  the  purchasing  power  of  money  and  the  increase 
ill  the  expense  of  living  at  the  same  time,  there  has  now  been  for  more 
than  ten  years — in  fact,  ever  since  the  present  chief  magistrate,  Pres- 
ident Porfirio  Diaz,  obtained  thoroogh  control  of  this  Kepablic — abso- 
late  financial  good  faith  and  solvency,  with  constantly  increasing  credit 
to  the  nation,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

With  this  prompt  meeting  of  all  obligations,  has  come  a  great  tnfinx 
of  foreigners,  attracted  by  opportunities  oflered  here  to  large  capital, 
and  by  the  guaranty  of  a  stable  government. 

The  department  of  the  treasury,  with  nearly  4,000  employees,  at  the 
bead  of  which  is  the  able  financier  Josti  Yves  Limantour,  well  known 
and  universally  respected  both  here  and  abroad,  presents  a  spectacle 
in  its  workings  that  is  worthy  of  attention. 

That  the  perfect  financial  order  of  this  Bepublio  has  been  attained 
only  after  much  effort,  and  that  therefore  the  present  condition  of 
Mexico  is  the  more  noteworthy,  will  be  seen  fh>m  the  following  short 
sketch  of  the  financial  history  of  the  country: 

A  brief  account  of  the  debt  of  Mexico  Is  as  follows :  In  1823,  immedi- 
ately after  the  independence  of  the  Bepablic  was  assured,  the  Govern- 
ment, seeing  the  necessity  for  improvementa  in  the  country,  sent  a 
representative  to  England,  and  the  first  bonds  were  floated  in  that 
country  in  1826.  Through  troubloaa  times,  the  Mexican  Government 
faithfully  recognized  and  liquidated  according  to  its  ability  the 
English  debt.  The  interest  was  paid  as  well  as  might  be  expecte<l, 
and  whenever  the  rate  was  reduced,  so  as  to  make  the  burden  less 
oneroQB  on  the  Mexican  people,  valuable  considerations  were  given  to 
compensate  for  the  redaction,  such  as  the  monopoly  of  certain  com- 
modities raised  and  certain  privileges  controlled  by  the  Government. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Maximilian  and  the  French  debts,  classsfl 
in  thesamecategory,  no  attempt  at  repudiation  was  ever  made;  and  the 
matter  of  that  four  years'  episode  in  the  history  of  Mexico  is  too  well 
known  for  me  to  say  more  than  that  the  loan  in  question  was  nsed  to 
destroy  the  Republic,  as  far  as  was  possible,  and,  such  being  the  object, 
the  loan  has  never  been  recognized  by  the  succeeding  republican  gov- 
ernments that  have  ruled  uninterruptedly  since  18C7. 

In  1888,  a  loan  of  £10,500,000  was  taken  by  foreign  bankers.  This 
was  secured  by  20  per  cent  of  the  duties  on  importations  and  exporta- 
tions,  and  the  entire  product  of  *<direct  contributions,''  and  also  some 
other  taxes,  known  as  "predial,  patents,  and  professional;"  and  the 
agreement  was  that  the  proportion  of  the  duties  so  set  apart  should 
amount  to  at  least  10  per  cent  more  than  the  qnantity  required  for 
interest  and  a  sinking  fund.  If  the  customs  receipts  failed  to  provide 
this,  the  portion  of  them  so  set  apart  was  to  be  iuoreased.  This 
£10^600,000  was  used  to  refnnd  all  the  ontstanding  indebtedness  of 
the  Bepublio.  This  loan  draws  6  per  cent  interest,  and  j  per  cent  for  a ' 
sinking  fhnd,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  totally  extinguish  the  debt 
in  a  term  of  years.  Of  this  loan  of  £10,500,000,  at  the  time  it  was 
made,  when  it  was  still  in  the  nature  of  au  experiment,  the  syndicate 
nnderwriting  it  took  £3,700,000  at  70  per  cent;  but  snch  was  the  snc- 
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oesB  of  tbe  issue  in  the  principal  stock  exchanges  of  Europe,  that  the 
average  price  at  which  tbe  bonds  were  taken  by  tbe  public  was  81,  and 
the  bankers  in  charge  of  the  matter  were  glad  to  use  their  right  of 
option  to  take  the  rest  of  the  loan,  £6,800,000,  at  86^  per  cent,  and  this 
latter  issue  was  all  sold  at  a  good  profit  to  the  syndicate.  This  was 
the  first  undeniable  evidence  t«  the  world  of  Mexico's  prosperity  and 
increased  credit. 

The  next  loan  was  for  the  purpose  of  building  the  Tehnantepec  Itail- 
way,  which  unites  the  two  oceans  at  about  tbe  narrowest  point  on  the 
isthmus.  This  railway  is  owned  by  tbe  Mexican  Government,  and  bids 
fair  to  be  a  liok  in  tbe  great  chain  of  railways  that  will  connect  the 
United  States  with  the  South  American  republics,  and  thus  greatly 
increase  the  trade  relatioDS  between  the  two  great  races.  The 
loan  was  for  £2,700,000,  bears  5  per  cent  interest,  and  is  gasa- 
anteed  by  the  receipts  of  the  Tehnantepec  Railway.  This  loan  is 
convertible,  if  desired  by  tbe  Mexican  Government,  at  the  rate  of  2  per 
cent  per  annum;  whereas  the  two  others,  of  which  I  shall  now  Bpeak, 
are  payable  at  the  option  of  tbe  Government,  after  a  notice  of  six 
months  to  the  bondholders,  at  any  time  after  the  Ist  of  January,  1898. 
This  same  proviso  also  applies  to  the  llrst  loan  of  £10,500,000.  The 
third  loan,  of  £6,000,000,  was  made  in  1890;  interestat  6  percent;  one- 
fourth  per  cent  as  a  sinking  fund,  secured  by  12  per  cent  of  the  duties 
on  imports  and  exports,  witli  the  same  10  per  cent  additional  clause. 
This  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  on  favorable  terms  the 
subsidies  given  to  the  Mexican  and  Mexican  ^National  railways,  and  of 
liqoidatiug  some  floating  indebteditess;  and  such  was  tbe  improved 
credit  of  the  nation,  that  it  was  sold  to  the  public  at  more  than  03^. 

The  fourth  and  last  loan,  for  £3,000,000,  was  made  in  1893,  at  6  per 
cent,  with  one-fonrth  of  1  per  cent  as  a  siukiog  fund;  was  secnred  by 
12  per  cent  of  the  customs  receipts,  with  the  10  per  cent  protection 
clause,  and  this,  as  well  as  the  loans  of  £10,500,000  and  £6,000,000, 
may  be  paid  at  any  time  at  the  option  of  the  Mexican  Government  after 
January  1, 1898,  though  they  all  have  many  years  yet  to  run,  if  this 
conversion  should  not  be  desired.  This  last  loan  was  to  complete  the 
Tehnantepec  Railway,  to  pa;  off  floating  indebtedness  that  had  accn- 
mQlat«d  during  a  succession  of  short-crop  years,  and  to  reimburse  the 
Government  for  the  continued  fall  in  silver,  which  at  that  time  was  not 
foreseen  and  provided  for  in  tbe  budget,  as  was  done  last  year.  Silver 
sold  at  2  for  1  at  the  time  of  making  up  the  budget,  but  a  fall  of 
10  per  cent  was  allowed  for  in  the  estimates  by  the  clear-sighted  min- 
ister of  the  treasury,  so  that  when  the  fall  actually  came,  there  was  no 
embarrassment. 

The  total  interest  payments  on  the  exterior  or  gold  debts  is  $14,000,000 
in  MexJcan  money  per  annum,  bat  of  course  grows  less  each  year,  owing 
to  the  gradual  extinction  of  the  debt. 

The  interest  on  the  interior  or  silver  debt  amounts  to  less  than 
14^000,000  silver  per  annum. 

The  whole  interest,  including  the  sinking  faudj  is  about  $19,500,000, 
and  all  the  other  expenses  of  tbe  Government,  to  judge  by  recent  years, 
amount  to  $30,500,000,  all  computed  in  silver.  The  receipts  from  cus- 
toms duties  and  other  taxes  amply  provide  for  all  expenses.  The 
•  continued  and  thorongli  development  of  tbe  conntry  by  railways  and 
the  indacements  offered  to  capital  will,  in  my  opinion,  render  the 
security  more  and  more  valuahle  each  year;  and  the  love  of  peace,  so 
thoroughly  taught  to  his  people  by  President  Diaz,  will  make  any 
serious  iut^nal  dissensions  highly  improbable  in  tbe  future.    The  whole 
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est^rioT  or  gold  debt,  oalcnlated  ap  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  1897-98 
at  $6  to  the  £i,  is  aa  follows,  according  to  the  figures  iumished  me  by 
the  treasury  departmeot : 


Loan  oj  1888— £.10,600,000,  6  per  ent,  payable  i%  gold. 

On  JDiieSO,  1897,  there  remained  to  be  written  off 950,716,700 

In  the  fiacAl  ycu  of  1697-98,  there  were  written  off 395,500 

On  Jnne  30, 1S9S,  there  remained  to  be  written  off 50, 330, 200 

Loan  of  1890— £.6,000,000,  6por  cent. 

On  Jnne  30, 1897,  thei«  remained  to  be  written  olT 39,490,600 

In  the  li»cj  real- 1897-98,  there  were  written  off 113,100 

On  Jnne  30,  1898,  thereremained  to  be  written  off 29,377,500 

Loan  of  189S— £.3,000,000,  6p«r  cent. 

On  Jnne  30, 1898,  there  rvmaiDod  to  be  written  off 14,848,800 

Id  theHsoal  fear  1897-9K,tbBre  wore  written  off 50,900 

On  June  30,  1X98,  there  remained  to  be  written  off 14,797,900 

Tebnantepeo  loan,  £2,700,000,  at  5  per  cent 13,500,000 

On  Jnne  30,  1897,  the  total  of  the  three  loans  of  1888,  1890,  and  18^ 

amonnteilto 95,055,100 

Total  written  off  on  the  three  loans  do  ring  fisoal  jearof  1897-98 559,600 

On  Jnne  30,  1898,  there  remninnd  to  be  written  off 94. 495, 600 

Total  of  Tehnantepec  loan,  which  nert  ;ear  will  begiq  to  be  written  off.  13, 500, 000 


Total  of  exterior  or  gold  debt  on  Jnne  30,  1898 107,995,600 


The  following  shows  the  silver  or  interior  debt: 
laene  of  consolidated  bonds  of  3  per  cent,  circulation,  approximatolj,  on 

Jane  30, 1898 51,000,000 

Itnut  of  E  per  ctnt  converMle  bmuit. 
First  series : 

Bonds  issued 919,985,800 

Written  off  np  to  Jnne  30,  1898 101,900 

19,880,900 

Second  series: 

Bonds  issued 19,990,400 

Written  off  np  to  Jnne  30,  1898 131,700 

19, 858,  700 

Third  series : 

Bonds  issued  ap  to  Jane  30,  1898 3,108,000 

Total  issneof  S  per  oent  bonds  np  to  Jane  30,  1898 42,847,600 

Exterior  debt,  in  goU,  np  to  Jnne  30, 1898 107, 9M,  800 

Interiordebt,in«llver,  nptoJnne30,  1898 41,668,334 

Total  (United  State*  cnirencr) 14^  66%  931 

n.iizcdbvGoOgle 
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Taking  the  gold  debt  of  9107,995,600  (United  States  carreDoy)  and 
reduciDg  the  silver  or  interior  debt  of  (93,817,600  at  the  rate  of  0.444, 
in  effect  on  Jcne  80, 1898,  we  have  a  total  gold  debt  of  1149,663,934, 
which,  if  again  rednced  to  Mexican  silver  at  the  Bame  rate  of  exchange, 
amoants  to  9337,043,179  in  Mexican  silver.  This,  divided  among  the 
population  of  12,570,195,  as  obtained  &om  the  official  censas  of  1895, 
with  the  small  estimate  of  430,805  added  for  increase  in  the  last  three 
years,  or  13,000,000  in  all  (no  allowance  being  made  for  the  fact  that  it 
ifl  difflcalt  to  obtain  full  flgnres  fixim  certain  Indian  tribea  whose  super- 
stitions are  opposed  to  stating  the  namber  of  individaals  in  their  fami- 
lies), gives  a  national  debt  of  925.93  silver  per  capita;  the  average 
annu^  interest  on  which  may  be  estimated  at  aboat  6  per  cent — 91^ 
f^ver  per  capita. 

A.  noteworthy  fact  is  that,  with  the  exception  of  this  national  debt 
and  the  debt  of  the  City  of  Mexico  (the  latter  authorized  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  concluding  the  great  drainage  work,  which  it  is  expects 
will  make  this  city  one  of  the  mOst  healthful  in  the  world),  there  is 
almost  no  municipal  or  State  indebtedness  in  this  Bepublic;  in  fact,  I 
know  of  but  one  city,  San  Luis  Potosi,  that  has  any  debt,  and  that  is 
small;  and  of  but  one  State,  Jalisco,  that  has  even  made  a  contract 
for  a  loan.  In  the  case  of  Jalisco,  the  loan  (of  $1,500,000  gold)  is  as 
yet  only  a  contract,  and  is  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  tborongb 
system  of  waterworks  in  the  principal  city  of  that  State,  Onadaliyara, 
one  of  the  most  beautiful,  clean,  and  agreeable  places  in  the  Bepnblic, 
and  a  part  of  this  consular  district. 

Below,  I  give  foil  particulars  of  the  debt  of  the  City  of  Mexico.  As 
will  be  seen,  it  aiuonnta  at  present  to  911,000,000  gold.  The  work  of 
the  drainage  canal  and  the  sewerage  system  (the  contract  for  the  latter 
having  been  let  during  the  last  year  to  a  French  company)  is  to  be 
completed  daring  the  next  three  years. 

The  municipal  loan  of  912,000,000  at  5  per  cent  interest  was  made  in 
Loudon  with  the  Trustees,  Executors,  and  Securities  Insurance  Gorp(»- 
ation.  Limited,  who  took  the  same  at  70  per  cent,  with  obligation  on 
the  part  of  the  municipality  to  pay,  each  quarter,  9180,000  gold.  There 
is  also  to  be  paid  9450  gold,  each  quarter,  to  the  fluancial  agent  as 
commission,  and  one-fonrth  per  oeut  to  the  IS'ational  Bank,  also  as 
commission. 

The  following  payments  have  been  made: 
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A  little  over  twenty  years  ago,  in  1876,  the  municipal  receipts  did 
not  greatly  exceed  9700,000.  In  1897,  these  receipts  amounted  to 
93,079,074  (91,610,366). 
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The  fiscal  value  of  town  and  country  property  in  the  Federal  district 
was  estimated  at  (76,000,000.    It  now  passes  •120,000,000  ($62,760,000). 

The  number  of  commercial  establishmeots  in  1876-77  was  3,000;  at 
the  present  time,  it  is  abont  8,000. 

These  facts  are  snfBcient  to  demonstrate  the  developmeat  of  the 
locality.     It  has  followed  the  general  progress  of  the  Kepablic. 

The  »3,079,074  (|1,610,356),  to  which  I  have  jaet  referred  and  which 
corresponds  to  the  year  of  1807,  represents,  distributed  aiaonf;  the 
330,698  inhabitants,  which,  according  to  the  last  census,  form  the  town, 
a  charge  of  $9.33  ($4.88)  per  capita,  which  is  considered  a  very  low  esti- 
mate, as  the  general  opinion  is  that  many  persons  escaped  from  the  cen- 
sus. Even  admitting  this  figore  of  $9.33  ($4.88)  per  inhabitant,  the 
burdens  of  the  municipal  erpeuses  on  the  people  are  much  less  than  in 
many  of  the  prineipal  cities  of  Enroi>e  and  the  United  States,  and  this 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Mexico  is  realizing  one  of  the  greatest  of 
improvements,  greater  than  many  that  the  richest  and  most  advanced 
cities  of  the  world  can  show,  and  which  will  place  her  on  a  level  with 
any  of  them  so  far  as  regards  hygiene.  It  will  be  understood  that  I 
speak  of  the  works  of  draiuage  and  public  health,  whose  importance  can 
not  be  exaggerated. 

The  sources  of  revenue  of  the  municipality  amount  to  the  sum  of 
$3y079,074  f$l,610,356). 

Those  that  have  provided  the  greatest  amounts  are : 
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The  other  principal  sources  of  revenue  are  public  amusements, 
$90,178  ($47,174);  tobacco  factories,  $91,541  ($47,895);  pawn  shops, 
$67,714  ($56,414),  etc,  which,  with  others,  complete  the  total  mentioned. 

As  regards  municipal  expenses,  I  will  say  that  daring  the  last  year 
they  amounted  to  $3,086,663  ($1,61^325) ;  that  is  to  say,  $7,589  ($3,9C9) 
more  was  spent  than  the  amount  of  receipts,  but  the  deficit  was  made 
up  out  of  an  existing  cash  balance  &om  the  Ist  of  January,  1807. 

The  principal  expenses  are  as  follows: 
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As  will  be  obserred^he  largest  amount  corresponds  to  the  payments 
made  to  the  N'ational  Bank,  mostly  for  the  interest  of  the  city's  debt. 

The  total  applied  on  this  debt  (interest  and  sinking  fund)  amounted 
during  the  year  to  $1,525,832  ($798,010),  and  as  $350,000  ($183,050) 
were  owing  to  said  establishment,  the  total  of  payments  ought  to  have 
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been  $1,876,832(1981,060).  As  only  11,390,417  ()671,888)  waapeid, 
there  existed  on  Janaary  1, 1898,  ^balance  of  $536,000  ($306,000)  in&Tor 
of  the  bank. 

ADMINISTRATION   OP   UUKICIPAL  KEVKNCKB. 

I  have  received  from  the  office  of  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Mexico  a 
atatemeut  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  city  in  1898,  which  shows 
the  balance  made  by  the  office,  with  the  different  sonrces  &om  which 
the  reveune  proceeds,  and  which  constitute  the  fxinds  nnder  its  care, 
and  the  distribntion  dnring  January  to  June,  1898,  as  follows: 
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Federal  reveimes  are  divided  Into  three  groapn:  (1)  Doties  on 
importations  and  exportations;  (2)  internal  revenue;  (3)  reveooe  from 
pablio  property,  sacli  as  telegraph  receipts,  p<Mtage  stamps,  etc 

Among  the  taxes  that  have  produced  the  greatest  profits  to  the  Gov- 
emment  is  the  stamp  tax  (which  hiis  already  been  spoken  of),  on 
account  of  the  considerable  increase  in  the  general  business  of  the 
conntry.  The  existing  law  in  regard  to  importation  is  that  of  Jaly  12, 
1891,  with  snbseqoent  amendments.  Those  relating  to  exportation  are 
as  follows : 

Law  of  12th  of  December,  18S3,  and  3d  of  December,  1894,  relating 
to  dyewoods  and  woods  for  constraction. 

Daty  on  the  exportation  of  "rais  root"  (broom  root],  chicle,  bene- 
qnen,  coffee,  skins,  istle,  orchilla,  which  vary  trom  152  cents  to  3  cents 
a  kilogram. 

Tonnage,  light-boase,  storage,  navigation  patents,  consnlar  certifi- 
cates, etc. 

Of  the  daties  imposed  by  the  different  States,  30  per  cent  is  paid  to 
the  Federal  Qovemment. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  GovemiDent  ftt>m  all  sonrces  in  1897  were 
nearly  $52,000,000  ($23,920,000),  and  the  following  flgnres  as  to  the 
bndget  will,  I  think,  prove  of  interest,  if  the  three  coTamns  are  com- 
pared, as  showing  the  conservatism  of  the  Government  estimates.  In 
an  address  to  the  Chamber  of  Depnties  on  December  14,  1897,  an 
interesting  table  was  read,  giving  a  history  of  the  operations  of  the 
fiscal  year  1896-97 ;  and  by  deducting  the  expenditares  of  $48,330,305.:!5 
($22^1,940}  ftY>m  the  receipts,  $61,600,628.75  ($23,690,281)  pins 
$2,819.17  ($1,297)  additional  receipts,  we  see  how  the  surplus  of  that 
fiscal  year  of  $3,170,123.60  ($1,468,257)  is  arrived  at.' 

■TheredaotioDsliftTe  been  made  on  the  boalsof  thevalnstioiiKivenbytbe  United 
State*  DinotoT  of  the  Mint  January  1,  1888—46  cento.  II  Bhonld  be  noted  tbat  the 
ezohange  haa  decreased  since  the  eitlmatea  for  (he  year  1897-46  were  made;  bnt 
In  order  to  aroid  confbelon  in  comparing  (he  eatimatee  for  the  tvo  years,  one  tb1ii»- 
tion  bM  been  adopted  in  makiug  the  rediictlonB.  The  United  State*  eqaivalents  are 
theiefore  approximate. 
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The  OoTemment  has  never  seen  St  to  tax  nnimproved  land  to  any 
great  extent,  bo  that  for  any  improvemente  in  the  coontry  that  may  seem 
advisable,  this  great  reeoaroe  voald  be  available. 

I  also  call  attention  to  the  foUowiug  table,  showing  the  amoaut  and 
percentage  applied  to  each  branch  of  the  Government: 
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This  gives  a  complete  comparison  of  the  appropriations  for  the  fis- 
cal year  1896-97,  and  those  estimated  as  neoeaaaiy  for  the  fiscal  year 
1897-98.  By  stadying  the  varioos  items,  the  significance  of  almost 
every  increase  or  decrease  will  be  apparent,  and  the  result  is  an  excellent 
indication  of  the  growing  prosperity  of  Mexico. 

The  otlicialstatoment  of  the  minister  of  the  treasury  and  secretary  of 
state,  shows  that  the  revenues  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897, 
were  151,500,628.75  ($23,690,281),  whereas  the  expenditures  were  more 
than  three  millions  less,  showing  a  surplus  for  the  year  of  $3,170,123 
($1,458,267),  which,  added  to  the  surplus  of  the  year  before,  makes  a 
surplus  of  $7,754,975  ($3,567,289)  in  the  treasury  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  of  1897-98,  and  this  in  the  face  of  a  decline  in  silver,  which,  however, 
was  anticipated  in  the  calculations  of  the  able  minister  of  the  treaaary, 
Jos4  Yves  Limantoar,  so  that  it  did  not  talie  the  Oovemmeut  unawares. 
The  budget  for  the  past  fiscal  year  places  the  receipts  at  $52,109,500 
($23,970,370)  and  the  expenditures  at  $20,000  ($9,200)  less,  bnt  these 
calculations  are  made  very  conservatively,  and  the  treasury  is  likely  to 
again  show  a  surplus. 

The  official  estimate  of  the  detailed  expenses  of  the  Government 
from  the  badget  for  1898-99  is  as  follows : 
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For  further  details,  I  refer  to  the  Bulletin  of  the  American  Bepnblica 
for  May,  1898,  pages  1887  to  1694.  Also  to  pages  1918  and  1919,  in 
which  reference  is  made  to  the  last  message  of  President  Diaz  and  to 
the  report  of  the  miniBter  of  the  treasoiy.  ,  ~  , 
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GENERAL  NOTES  OK  MEXICO. 

The  climate  of  the  Bepnblic  varies  from  coJd  to  tropical  heat,  and  it 
is  owing  to  this  circumstance  that  the  prodacte  of  the  Boil  are  so  varied ; 
hence,  theconntry  offers  exceptional  indaoements  to  laborions  and  intel- 
ligeDt  immigrants  and  to  capitalists,  from  the  great  profits  that  are  to 
be  expected.  Most  of  the  fortunes  of  Mexico  are  derived  fCom  planta- 
tions whose  owners  rarely  see  them,  and  wtio  enjoy  large  revenues  from 
them  and  are  able  to  live  where  they  choose,  mnch  after  the  fashion  of 
the  landed  class  in  the  South  previoas  to  lb60,  except  that  the  evil  of 
slavery  is  nnknown,  and  the  people  are  contented  and  happy.  Their 
wants  are  few,  tbey  make  good  workmen,  are  docile  and  easily  managed 
if  treated  with  faamanity,  and,  once  you  succeed  in  gaining  their  con- 
fidence, they  are  excellent  factors  in  the  success  of  an  enterprise.  Strikes 
among  them  are  very  rare,  and  such  a  thing  as  the  interference  by 
employees  with  the  operations  of  a  factory  or  other  enterprise  by  force, 
is  ankaowD  and  punishable  by  severe  penalties.  The  result  of  this 
state  of  things  is  that  large  manufactnring  enterprises  are  being  started 
everywhere  in  the  Republic,  and  they  are  doing  well,  increasing  their 
operations,  and  the  failure  of  any  of  them  is  practically  nnknown.  In 
fact,  failures  of  any  kind  are  very  rare.  Most  of  the  business  men  are 
making  money,  and  the  stocks  of  goods  in  the  large  shoim  in  the  City  of 
Mexico  will  compare  favorably  with  those  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  liu-ge 
capitals  of  the  world,  although  the  mammoth  department  store  is 
unknown  here. 

To  return  to  the  resources  of  the  soil.  All  that  is  produced  in 
Europe  and  America  can  be  profitably  raised  in  some  part  of  Mexico, 
and  all  that  the  country  requires  is  large  immigration  to  develop  its 
great  natural  resources.  The  maguey  plant,  which  has  been  cultivated 
extensively,  can  be  put  to  many  different  uses.  The  Indians  make  a 
rough  sort  of  cloth,  workiug  with  it  as  with  cotton  or  any  other  textile 
plant.  Out  of  its  fiber,  they  make  many  different  sorts  of  stuffs,  and  all 
these  without  the  aid  of  moderu  appliances.  Besides,  from  the  juice 
of  the  maguey  is  made  a  sort  of  liquor  called  mescal,  much  liked  by 
the  natives  and  said  to  be  very  efficacious  in  certain  maladies.  From 
the  same  maguey  Juice  the  well-known  pulque  is  made,  which  is  to  the 
native  what  beer  is  to  the  German  and  cheap  red  wine  to  the  French 
laborer.  A  splendid  quality  of  paper  is  also  made  from  the  fiber  of 
this  plant. 

Among  the  cereals  are  com,  wheat,  barley,  rice,  and  all  known 
breadstuffs.  The  olive  and  the  vine  can  be  cultivated  profitably  in 
some  of  the  States  of  the  Republic.  The  excellent  results  of  coffee 
planting  in  Mexico  are  so  well  known  as  to  need  no  mention;  but  it 
may  be  well  to  state  that  fveii  this  industry  is  comparatively  in  it-s 
infancy,  as  well  as  the  raising  of  cocoa,  and  that  extensive  properties 
admirably  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  coffee,  cocoa,  tobacco,  vanilla, 
indigo,  cotton,  sarsaparilla,  heneqnen,  ixtle,  jallap  root,  sugar  cane, 
rubber,  chili,  beans  of  all  kinds,  lentils,  artichokes  (equal  to  the  best 
French),  pineapples,  cocoanuts,  and  vegetables  of  all  kinds  can  be 
bought  at  ridiculously  low  prices,  from  the  x>oint  of  view  of  other 
countries  where  these  industries  are  highly  developed.  The  sugar 
industry,  although  in  its  infancy,  has  given  good  resnits  where  it  has 
been  tried.  There  is  also  a  well-paying  business  to  be  developed 
through  the  culture  and  judicious  cutting  of  valuable  woods,  such  as 
rosewood  and  mahogany.  The  various  uses  to  which  they  could  be  put 
wonld  exceed  the  scope  of  this  rejiort,  which  is  a  sketch  of  the  country 
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in  general,  thongb  special  reports  will  be  sent  from  time  to  time  to  the 
Department  on  indostries  that  seem  of  interest. 

Cattle  raising  is  one  of  the  principal  industries  of  Mexico,  since  the 
soil'in  many  portions  is  very  well  adapted  thereto — as  also  to  sheep 
raising — and  not  only  are  dairy  farms  now  becoming  quite  common 
and  the  results  from  them  excellent,  but,  besides  supplying  the  require- 
ments of  the  Republic,  large  quantities  of  beef  cattle  have  been  shipped 
out  of  the  couutry  this  last  year,  and  sold  at  high  prices  on  a  gold  basiti. 

Silkworms  have  been  imi>orted  lately,  and,  so  far  as  the  experience  of 
those  interested  goes,  the  industry  will  be  profitable. 

The  developmentofagriculturohasnatunilly  produced  a  largedemand 
for  agricnUural  implements,  and  with  the  increased  purchasing  power 
of  the  people  there  has  ariseo  a  market  for  cotton  and  woolen  manu- 
factures, and  factories  are  springing  into  existence  at  many  points,  some 
accessible  to  the  railways  and  some  even  iu  oat  of  the  way  places,  all  of 
which  seem  to  be  doing  well.  The  writer  has  seen  paper  mills,  glass 
works,  china  mann&ctories,  manufactories  of  stamped  ^ods,  and  many 
others. 

As  an  example  of  the  favorable  laws  that  must  eventually  atlract 
colonists  to  Mexico  iu  large  numbers,  attention  is  called  to  the  princip^ 
claoses  of  the  law  of  December  15, 1893,  in  which  it  is  enacted  that 
colonists  may  purchase  bodies  of  land  consisting  of  as  much  as  2,500 
hectares  (0,250  acres)  at  prices  that  are  each  year  established  by  the 
Government,  which  last  year  were  as  follows : 
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The  payment  for  these  lauds  will  be  extended  by  the  Government  to 
cover  a  period  of  teu  years,  the  payments  to  begin  iu  the  second  year 
after  the  occupation,  or,  if  cash  is  paid,  a  reasonable  coucession  in 
price  is  granted.  For  ten  years  after  their  arrival,  colonists  enjoy  the 
following  privileges;  Exemptionfi^mmilitaryserriceand  from  all  kinds 
of  taxes,  except  municipal  taxes,  which  are  very  small;  exemption  from 
imiiort  duties  on  provisions,  agricultural  implements,  machiuery,  tools, 
constmction  materials  for  Iiousee,  furniture,  and  cattle  for  farm  use  or 
for  cattle  raising;  exemptiou  from  export  duties  on  all  fruits  raised 
which  the  said  colonists  wish  to  export  (this  last  exemption  is  personal 
and  nontransferable) ;  exemption  from  taxes  for  stamps  for  the  legaliza- 
tion of  signatures  and  passports  that  the  colonists  may  have,  in  order 
to  prove  that  they  are  desirable  immigrants  and  have  a  good  reputation 
in  their  own  conntry,  a  certificate  in  regard  to  which  is  required  by  the 
Mexican  Government.  As  may  be  seen  from  the  foregoing,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  is  extremely  liberal  in  its  treatment  of  the  right  sort 
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of  immigrants,  and  uow  tUat  this  ftwit  is  becoming  generally  known,  it 
ia  not  aureaaonable  to  suppose  that  immigration  will  greatiy  increase 
and  ttiat  the  prosperity  of  the  conntry  will  become  more  and  more 
apparent  to  the  world. 

1  would  not  advise  Americans  withont  some  capital  to  seek  their 
fortones  in  Mexico,  since  the  same  reasons  that  often  render  invest- 
ments  here  extremely  proDtable  make  conditions  all  the  harder  for  our 
laborers,  accnstomed  to  good  wngee  and  comforts  which,  as  employees 
of  others,  they  could  not  obtain  here.  Wages  are  low  in  general 
throagliont  this  Bepublic,  and  have  not  increased  Id  proportion  to  the 
valne  of  lands  and  some  exportable  products. 

Furthermore,  I  would  not  advise  anyone  to  come  here  to  locate  with- 
ont some  knowledge  of  Spanish,  for,  especially  in  the  small  towns  and 
theconutry,  a  man  unacquainted  with  the  language  would  be  at  a  great 
disadvantage. 

FUEL. 

The  fuel  question  has  aroused  much  interest  here^  especially  daring 
the  last  ten  years,  and  the  Mexican  Government  has  viewed  with  appre- 
hension the  destruction  of  the  forests  in  the  federal  district  and  the 
states  adjacent,  fearing  changes  in  climate  and  rainfall  were  the  moan- 
tains  to  be  laid  bare.  In  the  tropical  parts  of  Mexico  this  question  is 
not  so  momeiitons,  as  the  growth  there  is  so  luxuriant  that  the  trouble 
is  rather  to  suppress  it.  It  is  well  known  that  comparatively  little  coal 
that  it  will  i)ay  to  mine  has  been  found  in  this  Bepublic,  aTid  what  has 
been  develops  profitably  is  located  not  fitr  f^om  the  Bio  Grande.  It 
wonld  appear  that  the  nnmerouH  companies,  that  have  announced  their 
intention  to  provide  the  City  of  Mexico  and  other  cities  in  this  Bepublic 
with  electric  power  brought  from  a  distance  will  supply  to  a  great  extent 
the  lack  of  cheap  fuel.  The  street-car  system  of  the  City  of  Mexico  is 
in  process  of  transition  from  mule  and  steam  power  to  electricity,  and 
many  of  the  manufacturing  plants  that  now  use  wood  or  coal  will  follow 
the  example  of  the  street  railway. 

This  does  not  mean  necessarily  that  there  will  be  any  decrease  in  the 
importation  of  coal  trom  the  United  States,  since  there  is  a  great 
demand  for  American  coal  all  over  this  Bepublic,  and  during  the  fiscal 
year  1897-98,  the  importations  amounted  to  $924,423  (Mexican),  as 
against  |381,dG7  for  the  fiscal  year  previous.  Coal  is  Eidmitted  fi«e. 
There  are  many  ways  by  which  it  can  be  brought  into  this  Republic, 
and  the  trade  with  the  CTnited  States  seems  likely  to  increase,  if  proper 
effort  is  made  by  our  people  to  secure  it. 

LINEN  HILLS. 
Among  the  manufacturing  interests  that  have  been  developed 
recently,  I  find  linen  mills  coming  into  prominence,  and  whereas  in 
former  times  all  the  flax  used  came  from  Ireland,  it  is  now  produced 
in  several  States  of  this  Bepublic  and  has  given  excellent  results.  The 
mills  will  contract  for  all  that  is  raised  at  a  fair  price,  and  they  have 
gone  to  considerable  trouble  and  expense  to  stimulate  the  native  pro- 
duction of  iiax,  which  is  now  increasing  rapidly,  altboagfa  as  yet,  not 
nearly  supplying  the  needs  of  the  linen  manufacturers  of  Mexico. 

SALT  INDtJSTBT. 
American  salt  manafEtcturers  from  time  to  time  write  this  consulate- 
general  for  information  regarding  the  salt  trade  in  Mexico,  the  number 
of  salt  mines,  nnd  their  locality.  I  have  carefully  investigated  this 
matter  and  Hud  that  there  are  no  salt  mines  now  in  operation,  properly 
BO  called.    There  are  varioos  enterprises  for  the  evaporation  of  salt, 
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either  near  the  coast  or  inland,  where  salt  marsheB  are  fonnd-  It  may 
be  of  interest  to  onr  people  to  bo  informed  of  the  locatiou  of  these 
plants;  I  therefore  give  them  by  States.    The  principal  ones  are: 

In  Sinaloa:  Chametia,  district  of  Bosajio;  Hnisache,  district  of 
Mazatlan;  Centa,  district  of  Gosala;  Higneras,  Altata  Jaqnisahnato, 
district  of  Sinaloa;  Comichi,  district  of  Fnerte. 

Lower  California:  Isia  del  Carmen. 

Oolima:  Cnyntlan,  Caalota,  and  Cnalatilla^  municipality  of  Man- 
zanillo;  Gn^abel,  Goayango,  municipality  of  Union;  Pascnalee,  San 
Fantaleon,  Vega,  and  Carrizal. 

In  Tamanlipas:  Municipality  of  Matamoroe,  San  Fernando,  Soto  la 
Marina,  YilleHaa  Aldama. 

In  Ohiapas:  Istapan,  department  of  Ghiapa;  Tonsla,  department  of 
Tonala;  salt  water  in  small  lagoons  or  in  waters  of  little  depth. 

In  Zacatecas :  La  Laganilla,  hacienda  of  Eapiritu  Santo,  department 
of  Finos.    Villa  de  Cos. 

In  San  Luis  Potosi :  PeSon  Blanco. 

In  Puebla:  Municipality  of  San  Kicolas,  district  of  Chalchicomnla; 
manicipali^  of  Fiastla,  district  of  Acatlan;  municipality  of  Ohila,  dis- 
trict of  Ghiantla;  municipality  of  Tehoacan  andof  Zapotittan,  district 
of  Tehoacan. 

ABEA  Ami  POPULATION. 

Below  I  sabmit  a  table  showing  the  area  and  population  of  the  States 
Of  the  Kepublic,  according  to  the  census  of  1895,  as  compared  with  that 
of  1879: 
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METEOROLOGICAL. 

Tlie  following  table,  prepared  by  the  meteorological  observatory  of 
the  City  of  Mexico,  sbowa  the  met«orologi(!a.l  conditions  of  the  principal 
Mexican  cities  daring  several  years,  their  elevation  above  the  sea  level 
being  marked  in  meters,'  and  the  temperature  under  the  centigrade 
scale: 
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BANKING  IN  MEXICO. 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  banking  law  of  Jnne  3, 1896,  the  banking 
bnsinesB  of  thia  Kepnblic  was  done  principally  by  the  four  banks  of 
this  capital.    A  short  sketch  of  each  is  here  submitted. 

The  Bank  of  London  and  Mexico  cotnuienced  its  operations  in  Mexioo 
under  the  name  of  Bank  of  London,  Mexico  and  Booth  America,  in  the 
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year  18G4,  without  a  federal  conoessioD,  as  according  to  the  legislation 
tben  in  force  it  was  not  necessary.  On  tbe  22d  of  Jane,  1864,  its 
director  solicited  and  obtained  the  inscription  aud  register  of  the  bank 
-  according  to  article  53  of  the  Commercial  Oode  of  the  16th  of  May, 
1864,  and  in  March,  1866,  its  statutes  were  translated  and  registered. 

When,  according  to  the  stipalations  of  the  Commercial  Code  of  April 
20, 1884,  it  became  necessary  to  obtain  a  federal  <!oncea8ion,  that  of  the 
Employees'  Bank  was  transferred  to  it,  modilied  according  to  the  con- 
tract of  May  11, 1886.  On  the  21sb  of  August,  1889,  a  new  contract 
was  esecntetl,  changing  the  name  of  the  bank  to  that  of  '*Bank  of 
London  aud  Mexico,"  at  the  same  time  making  other  modi&catioas  to 
the  contract  of  the  11th  of  May,  18S6.  Up  to  1891,  it  had  a  capital 
of  11,500,000,  which  was  in  that  year  increased  to  $3,000,000,  Mex- 
ican money.  Becently,  the  capital  stock  was  further  increased  to 
910,000,000,  without  any  expense  to  the  stockholders,  as  the  reserve 
fund,  which  amoanted  to  about  $2,000,000,  was  used  to  complete  tbe 
new  capital  up  to  96,000,000,  and  was  issned  to  the  regalar  stock- 
bolders  as  a  stock  dividend.  The  balance,  to  complete  the  96,000,000 
of  new  stock,  was  offered  to  the  public,  the  snbscriptious  unonntiDg  to 
922,000,000,  or  917,000,000  more  than  was  wanted. 

The  contract  of  Aagnst  16,  1881.  by  which  the  Mexican  National 
Bank  was  established,  was  re- formed  on  the  15th  of  May,  1884,  permis- 
eion  being  granted  in  said  contract  to  combine  wit£  the  Mercim- 
tile  Mexican  Bank  and  change  its  name  to  "National  Bank  of  Mexico." 
Present  capital,  920,000,000. 

The  "Banco  Hipotecario"  was  established  by  virtue  of  a  conceBsioD 
dated  May  22,  1882.  This  concession  was  re-formed  on  the  Slst  of 
August,  1888,  changing  its  name  to  the  present  one  (The  International 
and  Mortgage  Bank  of  Mexico)  and  increasing  its  capital  stock  to 
95,000,000. 

The  national  "  Monte  de  Piedad"  was  established  on  the  25th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1775,  with  a  capital  of  9300,000  given  by  Don  Pedro  Romero  de 
TerreroB.  Formerly,  it  had  the  power  to  issue  notes,  but  this  power 
has  since  been  revoked  and  all  notes  redeemed. 

As  will  be  seen,  the  existing  banks  are  prosperous  and  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition,  bat  the  demand  for  increased  facilities  is  such  that  new 
banks  are  being  formed,  and  the  operations  of  the  old  ones  increased 
and  extended  in  various  directions. 

The  business  was  so  profitable  that  the  great  banks  established 
branches  in  many  parts  of  the  Bepablic,  and  saccessfully  resisted  for 
many  years  the  enactment  of  any  law  that  should  curtail  their  privi- 
leges. Itwasonly  by  making  certain  concessions  to  the  National  Bank 
of  Mexico  that  the  Government  coald  properly  pass  a  law  extending 
the  privilege  of  tbe  ieenance  of  notes  to  other  corporations.  The  old- 
est bank,  the  Monte  de  Piedad,  has  now  been  brought  under  the  abso- 
lute control  of  one  of  the  large  banks,  and  is  in  consequence  inactive, 
so  that  there  are  in  the  City  of  Mexico  but  two  banks  that  issue  notes 
which  pass  current  all  over  this  Republic,  and  one  that  issues  mort- 
gage bonds. 

In  1896,  a  commission  was  appointed  by  the  Mexican  Government  in 
which  these  banks  were  given  full  representation,  and  a  new  banking 
law  enacted,  of  whichi  append  a  translation  in  fall.' 

As  will  be  seen,  the  privilege  of  issnance  of  notes  in  the  City  of 
Mexico  is  confined  to  the  Banco  de  Londres  and  the  Banco  Nacional, 
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and  tboagb  this  privilege  ia  granted  to  the  banks  to  be  established  in 
the  States  of  this  Bepnblic  oatside  of  the  capital,  yet  these  are  not 
permitted  officially  to  establish  redemption  agencies  for  their  notes, 
and  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  the  notes  of  State  banks  occupy  the 
same  position  in  the  pnblic  mind  as  those  of  the  banks  of  the  capital, 
though  they  are  now  circnlatiiig  more  freely  than  ever  before.  There 
are  a  great  many  private  banking  hoases  in  the  City  of  Mexico  and 
elsewhere  in  the  Republic  of  high  standing,  that  do  excellent  business. 
Daring  the  last  fiscal  year,  an  American  bank  has  been  established  here 
which  seems  to  be  doing  well. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  condition  of  all  banks  in  this 
Bepablic,  organized  nnder  the  Mexican  banking  law  or  under  special 
concessions,  on  June  30,  1898: 
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The  banks  marked  (")  have  been  established  since  the  issaanceof 
the  bulking  law  nf  March  19,  1897. 

Besides  these  banks,  several  have  been  organized  since  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year,  and  doubtless  before  long,  each  State  in  this  Bepablio 
will  have  one  bank,  in  order  to  obtain  certain  advantages  which  the 
first  bank  in  a  State  receives  according  to  the  terms  of  this  law.  The 
establishment  of  these  banks  will  make  the  transaction  of  businees 
mnoh  easier  than  heretofore,  and  do  away  with  the  extraordinary 
exchange  charges  that  have  been  prevalent,  especially  when  life  and 
proper^  were  not  so  safe  as  they  are  now.  At  this  time,  drafts  can  be 
drawn  on  many  distant  points  at  a  slight  expense,  and  oompetitioa  is 
redncing  even  this  charge. 

The  terms  of  the  concession  lately  granted  to  Chihnahna  capitalists 
are  here  given  in  full,  for  the  reason  that  this  is  a  "refactionary"  bank, 
the  first  of  this  class  to  be  organized.  This  bank  will  ent«r  a  different 
field  from  those  now  in  existence  and  will  be  an  important  addition  to 
the  banking  facilities  of  the  city.  It  Is  empowered  to  issue  certain 
classes  of  seoarity  other  than  bank  notes. 
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The  following  are  the  principal  provisions  of  the  eonceesion: 
Art.  1.  MeBBiB.  Ramon  Akazor,  Eariqae  C.  Creel,  Oaillermo  Verhmeren,  Antonio 
V.  HBmandoz,  and  Carlos  Braoho  are  empownred  to  eatabliah  a  "Banco  Refaccio- 
nario"  in  this  oity,  unci  Baid  bank  may  uDgagu  in  all  kindaof  banking  IranaactionB, 
with  the  ezoeption  of  those  that  are  eipressl;  prohibited  by  thiB  oonceaaion  and  by 
article  96  of  the  general  banking  law,  and  in  other  respects,  shall  be  subject  to  the 
general  terms  of  tlie  bankiDg  law  and  the  fuiloninc  provisions: 

I.  The  name  of  the  bank  ahall  be  "  B»iico  Refacoionai'io  Hexioano." 

II.  The  share  capital  is  flxed  for  the  present  at  $1,000,000. 

III.  The  domicile  of  the  bank  shall  be  the  City  of  Mexico. 

IV.  The  "Banco  Refaccionario  Heziuano"  may  establish  foar  branches,  to  be  sit- 
uated at  Bach  cities  as  it  may  deem  expedient. 

V.  In  order  to  establish  other  branches,  the  bank  must  obtain  the  aathoriuttion 
of  the  department  of  finance,  and  mast  increase  its  capital  by  $100,000  for  each 
new  brancli. 

VI.  To  cuarautee  the  establishment  of  the  bank,  a  deposit  of  $100,000  in  3  per 
cent  consolidated  debt  bonds,  has  been  made  in  the  general  tieasnry  of  the  federation. 

VII.  This  deposit  of  $100,000  shall  bo  returned  to  the  bank  as  soon  as  it  beglna 
operations. 

VIII.  The  "Banco  Refaccionario  Mezioano"  shall,  dnring  twenty-flve  yean, 
counted  from  March  19,  1S97,  enjoy  all  the  exemptions  and  diminutions  of  taxation 
granted  by  articles  121  to  1^  of  the  general  banking  law,  to  which  it  Is  entitled 
according  to  article  128  of  said  law. 

IX.  Any  transfer  of  the  concession  not  expressly  approveil  by  the  department  of 
finance  shall  be  nail  and  Toid,  with  the  exception  of  the  transfer  mentioned  in  arti- 
cle 10  nf  the  banking  law. 

S.  This  concession  shall  last  for  forty  years,  counted  from  March  19,  1897. 

XI.  The  loans  which  the  bank  may  make  under  the  powers  Eranted  to  it  by  Sea- 
tion  I  of  article  88  of  the  general  banking  law,  shall  not  in  Uie  agzregate  exceed 
the  amotint  of  capital  actually  paid  up  and  the  amoant  of  bonds  (bonos  de  c^a) 
which  It  may  have  in  ciioulation. 

XII.  Outside  of  the  case  mentioned  in  said  Section  I  of  article  88  of  the  law  of 
March  19,  1897,  the  bank  may  not  transact  loan  and  discount  operations  rnuning  for 
more  than  Bii  months,  and  not  guaranteed  by  two  responsible  signatures. 

XIII.  The  amount  of  bonds  which  the  bank  may  put  into  circulation  shall  never 
exceed  five  times  the  capital  aotnalty  paid  up,  nor  muy  it  at  any  time  exceed  the 
amount  of  specie  and  bullion  which  the  bank  holds  in  ite  vaultB,  added  to  the  value 
of  the  immeoiately  realizable  or  negotiable  securities  which  it  has  on  bond.  For 
the  purpose  of  this  article,  the  following  are  held  to  be  immediately  realizable  or 
negotiable  securities. 

(a)  Commercial  notes  running  for  a  period  of  time  which  shall  not  exceed  the 
term  of  the  bonds  issued,  as  a  consequence  of  the  transaction  or  traQsacUone  that 
have  been  performed. 

<i)  Mortgage  bonds  issued  by  banks  or  by  mercantile  corpora tions. 

(o)  Bonds  of  the  Mexican  Government. 

Id)  Bonds  or  any  other  secnriticiB,  provided  that  they  are  quoted  on  one  or  other 
of  the  home  markets  or  in  the  bourses  of  London,  Paris,  Berlin,  ur  Now  York,  and 
provided  they  have  paid  dividends  or  interest  with  entire  regularity  for  at  least  two 
years  nrior  to  the  date  on  which  they  are  acquired  by  the  bank. 

Xlv  •  During  the  first  five  years,  counted  from  the  date  on  which  the  bank  opens 
for  business,  it  shall  enjoy  entire  freedom  of  action  as  to  the  minimum  amount  of 
bonds  which  it  shall  circulate,  but  sft«r  that  period,  the  bank  must  maintain  con- 
stantly in  circulation  an  amount  which  shall  at  least  be  equal  to  its  paid-up  capital. 
If  the  latter  does  not  exceed  $500,000;  andif  the  capital  exceeds  that  sum,  the  amount 
of  bonds  in  circulation  must  be  I'D  per  cent  of  such  capital,  with  the  proviso,  how- 
ever, that  the  total  of  the  bonds  shall  not  be  less  than  half  a  million  dollars. 

XV.  At  any  time  subsequent  to  the  period  of  five  years  above  mentioned,  when 
the  bonds  ontetnnding  do  not  amoant  to  the  required  fignre  during  one  hundred  and 
eighty  oonsecutive  dayp,  or  during  one  hundred  and  Bichty  days,  even  though  inter- 
rupted, if  they  occur  within  a  period  of  one  year,  the  bank  shall,  even  though  it  is 
to  continue  doing  business,  cease  to  enjoy  the  jranobises  in  the  matter  of  taxation 
grantod  by  the  general  banking  law,  after  an  auuouncement  to  that  effeot  has  been 
made  by  the  department  of  finance  and  the  bank  bos  been  heard  in  its  defense. 

XVI.  The  bank  may  not  issue  certillcat«s  of  deposit  payable  at  Bight  to  bearer. 

XVII.  The  bonds  which  the  bank  may  put  Into  circulation  shall  set  forth  thetiuM 
in  which  they  are  to  be  paid  and  also  the  rate  of  interest  which  they  bear.  They 
sballbeof  $100,  $600.  and  $1,000  denominations,  and  be  payable  both  to  bearer  and 
to  given  individuals  by  name.  They  shall  have  coupons  for  the  payment  of  interest 
when  the  time  for  which  they  are  to  run  exceeds  six  montlis,  ana  the  form  or  model 
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aeoording  to  vhieb  they  are  to  be  print«<l  nhnll  hty  inbinitted  for  Approval  to  the 
tin  mice  dei>artment. 

XVIII.  Thepriacipal  and  inlereat  repreeimted  b;  tbe  bonds  in  circnlatiun  shall 
enjoy  with  retpeot  to  payment,  over  all  other  olaima,  the  same  prefeience  >a  is 
granted  to  bank  notea  by  article  25  of  the  general  bankino;  law, 

XIX.  Tbe  bank  muy  not  pledge  its  boiidHortbenuteaittiandiaoonntedaaseonrity. 

XX.  Neither  officere  nor  omplciyees  of  thu  fedenil  axecntive  may  be  membera  of 
tbe  iroonflil  of  admini strati im  nor  managers  of  tbe  liaiiic  or  its  branohes,  Thispro- 
hibition  applies  to  fanctionaries  aud  einployeaa  of  the  executive  department  of^tbe 
States  in  wbiob  the  bank  niay  (^stablinh  branches, 

XXI.  In  order  to  comjiensaie  the  Gorcmnieiit  for  the  expense  of  supervision,  tbe 
bank  shall  hand  over  in  quarterly  inatallmeots,  In  advance  and  in  cash,  lbs  sum  of 
$3,000  per  year. 

XXIi,  Any  controversy  that  may  arise  with  the  Hexiceu  Oovemment  in  regard  to 
this  contract  shall  be  inbmitted  to  the  decision  of  tbe  federal  tribunals  of  the 
Bepublic,  with  tbe  exception  of  soch  cases  as,  ftoooiding  to  the  law,  h>ve  to  be 
settled  by  administrative  action. 

Art.  3,  Messrs.  Ramon  Alcazar,  Enriqne  C.  Creel,  Unillermo  Verhmeren,  Antonio 
V.  Hernandez,  and  Carlos  Bracbo  accept  the  concession  for  the  establishment  of  tbe 
"  Banco  ItefaccionarioMexicano"  according  to  the  terms  and  subject  to  the  conditions 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  article,  and  m  entire  conformity  with  the  laws  and 
enactments  on  the  snbject. 

Done  in  tbe  City  of  Mexico  on  October  12, 18S8,  in  two  oopies,  to  which  have  been 
attached  at  the  expense  of  the  interested  parties  tbe  documentary  stomps  payable 
OD  the  capital  of  $1,000,000,  and  signed  by  Lie.  Jooqnin  D.  CnsuBus  on  behalf  of 
Hessrs.  Ramon  Aloozar,  Enrique  C.  Creel,  Qnillermo  Verbmeten,  Antonio  V.  Hernan- 
dez, and  Carlos  Bracho. 

The  Boggestioii  of  an  ioternatioDal  bauk  to  be  eetablisfaed  in  tbe 
United  States,  with  braochea  here  and  eUewfaere,  has  aronsed  much 
interest  here,  and  the  ultimate  pasoage  of  tlie  bill  now  pending  is 
expected  by  buBineBs  men  here  to  prove  another  Btroug  bond  of  union 
to  the  two  countrieB. 

Bank  failnrea  are  unknown  in  this  Repablic,  and  the  Government  has, 
attached  to  each  bank,  an  inspector  whose  dnty  is  to  exercise  a  strict 
supervision  as  to  the  notes  issued,  and  other  operations.  In  fact,  he 
must  sign  all  bank  notes  to  make  them  valid. 

So  great  has  been  the  success  of  the  Banco  Nacional,  that  whereas 
tbe  stock  is  quoted  at  IMJ,  a  large  advance  over  a  year  ago,  only  45 
per  cent  of  the  par  value  was  ever  required  from  tbe  shareholders,  and 
it  is  anlikely  that  more  will  he  called  for,  though  they  are  bound  to  pay 
np  to  the  par  valne  of  the  stock  if  required.  This  fact  constitutes  an 
important  element  of  ttie  strength  not  only  of  this  bank,  bnt  of  others 
more  recently  organized,  as  it  is  the  cnstom  here  to  suhscribe  for  all 
the  capital  stock  at  tbe  start,  and  to  call  for  only  what  money  can  be 
Qsed  to  advantage  in  the  business. 

The  security  required  by  the  banks  here  is  of  such  a  natnre  and  the 
formalities  so  difBcuIt,  that  not  many  American  business  houses  can 
comply  with  them,  and  in  consequence,  the  extension  of  American 
interests  is  not  so  rapid  as  it  should  be.  If  there  were  bonded  ware- 
booses  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  whose  certificates  could  be  negotiated,  it 
wonld  be  a  means  of  facilitating  basiness  aud  at  the  same  time  woald 
seem  to  promise  good  results  to  tbe  fonnder,  provided  they  are  property 
conducted. 

An  important  order  was  issued  by  the  treasary  department  here  at 
the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  that  has  just  closed,  forbidding  the 
banks  to  count  as  cash  on  hand,  notesof  their  own  or  of  any  other  bank, 
so  that  the  statements  of  cash  on  hand  for  the  last  half  of  the  fiscal  year 
represent  actaal  specie.    The  following  table  represents  the  condition 
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of  tbe  Bank  of  London  and  Banco  Kaeional  on  September  3i 
that  of  the  other  banks  named  on  Angnst  31, 1897 : 
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If  to  the  reserve  cash  on  hand  of  thew  eleven  Mexican  banks  of  iasae, 
vo  add  the  reserve  of  the  Banco  Hipotecario  and  Monte  de  Piedad,  tbe 
money  in  sight  existing  in  the  Bepablic  will  be  as  follows: 


Whiofa,  added  to  the  former  total,  giTes  945,665,466. 


The  capital  employed  in  banks  of  issue  at  the  s 
30, 1897,  was  as  follows: 


e  dat«,  September 


(Vftlnn  tn  legal  Heilcu  lUTer.] 
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Still  to  ba  paid  In H,liio,O00 

Add  to  this  the  anthorized  capital  of  the  International  Mortgage 
Bant  of  $5,000,000,  and  we  have- 


Still  due 16,680,000 

The  increase  in  capital  nnder  the  operations  of  tbe  new  law  is  quite 
noteworthy,  since,  as  will  be  seen,  on  Jnne  30, 1898,  nine  months  after 
the  statement  published  above,  the  combined  authorized  capital  of  the 
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banks  amounted  to  $48,600,000,  or  a  gain  of  $4,600,000,  owing  to  the 
establishment  in  that  time  of  toe  followiDg-oamed  banks: 

BMk  of  Cwdioila n,m,dix> 

Bank  of  Sonors 500,000 

WeBternBuik  of  Mexico 600,000 

Heicutile  Bank  of  Vera  Cnu 2,000,000 

Total 4,800,000 

Of  which  there  ii  stiU  to  be  paid  io,  though  snbacribed— 

Bwik  of  CoahnUa *700,000 

Bank  of  Sonora 250,000 

WoBMm  Bank  of  Mexioo 250,000 

Hetcuitile  Bank  of  Vera  Cnu 1,00(^000 

Total 2,000,000 

Leaving  a  net  lucreiiBe  in  paiil-np  capital  for  the  year  of  t2,4OO,D00. 

The  uev  mle  of  the  treaaary  department  natorally  broaght  down  the 
cash  (specie)  on  hand  considerably,  bo  that  on  Jannar;  31,  1898,  the 
total  cash  (specie)  on  hand  was  (34,798,186, 

8ince  that  time  np  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1897-98,  there  has 
been  a  gradnal  increase  in  cash  (specie)  on  hand  in  the  banks,  as  follows : 
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May  SI «),IW«,Oie 

JaueSa «,3T«.062 

As  will  be  noticed,  there  was  a  steady  increase  of  specie  each  month, 
and  where  this  record  ends,  the  totals  were  only  t3,SOO,000  below  the 
high  point  reached  on  September  30, 1897,  before  the  new  ruling  of 
the  treasnry  department  explained  in  the  foregoing  pages. 

There  are  several  explanations  for  this  steady  increase:  The  expor- 
tations  of  grain,  beans,  and  cattle  to  Cabaatgood  prices,  and  heniqnen 
to  the  United  States  at  higher  prices  than  ever  before  reached,  on 
account  of  the  interraption  of  trade  with  Manila.  If  the  items  of  the 
increase  are  studied,  there  will  be  seen  a  decentrali/^tion  movement, 
and,  in  spite  of  the  fiwt  that  the  banks  in  the  capital  at  tbe  beginning 
of  the  year  had  six  times  more  specie  than  all  the  State  banks  pnt 
together,  the  increase  in  the  State  reserves  was  about  equal  to  half  of 
the  increase  in  the  specie  reserves  of  the  city  of  Mexico. 
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BeloT  is  given,  in  detail,  the  voiidition  of  all  the  fioancial  establish- 
ments of  the  Bepoblifi,  on  the  30th  of  Jane,  1898: 

C<mA,  1S9S. 

Pin&DCi&l  establlshmenla  of  the  capital: 

Natiooal  Bank $21,383,287 

Bank  of  London  and  Mexico 11,192.260 

Mortgage  Bank 1,009.199 

Monte  de  Piodad ^,706 

Total 33,670,462 

Spei^,  1S9S. 
Banks  of  isane  in  the  StatM: 

Commercial  Bank  of  Chihnahna «21I,786 

Bank  of  the  State  of  Mexico 111,666 

MinlDR  Bank  of  Chihnahaa 1,078,472 

Mercantile  Bank  of  Ynoatan 706,594 

Bank  of  Yucatan 1,495.645 

Bank  of  Nnevo  Leon 861,759 

Bank  of  Sonera 162.403 

Bank  of  Zacatecas 519,714 

Bank  of  Sinaloft 131,858 

Bank  of  DuraDgo 444,855 

Bank  of  Coahollft 299,524 

Bank  of  Saa  LniB 634, 8^ 

Bank  of  Vera  Crnz 1,046,459 

ToUl 7,706,600 

Total  cash  on  Juno  30 41,376,052 

£anit  iwu«  up  to  June  SO,  1898. 

National $24,107,737 

London 17,474,699 

Mortgane  (bonda) 3,816^900 

Darango 651,131 

Coabnfla '**^'££ 

Commercial  Bank  of  Cbihnahua 286,069 

Merioo 168,216 

Mining  Bank  of  Chihnahna 1,491,668 

SanLnia *26,516 

Sonora 242,000 

VeraCroz 1,506,920 

Zacatecafi *l*-?5* 

NnevoLeon 1,473,209 

Mercantile  Bank  of  Yucatan 1,177,668 

Bank  of  Yuoatau 2,740,184 

■^-.1 56,627,3M 

Total  note  iwne      Ml  banka  in  the  Bepnbllc 66,837,304 

Id  specie  on  band,  ail  banks 41,376,0'>' 

JtfoBMuml  of  tpede.  ,_, 

On  Janoarv31 Mr'^S.wf 

On  FebmarySl 36,471,996 

On  March  31 36,638.1^ 

On  April  3» 38,979.^1 

OnMiySl _ ''"■^■S^ 

OnJnneSO 41.376,062 

Monthlg  inereiue.  ..^ 

January  over  December '. SSS'kiIi 

Febmuy  over  Jan  nary 'i?™ 

March  over  Febraary.. 1-'*JIS 

April  over  March.... 2,S4ftM6 

May  over  April ^'^M 

June  over  May 378,007 


Total  Increase  in  six  months.. 


7,48^W6 
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''  The  amoniit  of  notes  issued  by  theae  banks  of  issne  is  so  strictly 
regulated  by  law  (see  articles  16,  17,  and  18  of  chapter  2  of  the  bank- 
ing law),  that  the  expansion  of  the  banks'  carrency  in  1897-98  is 
not  unfavorable,  bat  is  rather  an  excellent  indication  of  commercial 
activity. 

There  are  some  interesting  claases  in  the  concessions  of  the  older 
banks  that  almost preclnde  a  rnn  on  them.  Forinstance,  the  fact  that 
notes  issued  by  a  branch  bank  need  not  be  redeemed  at  the  home  office, 
and  that  ail  payment  of  demands  on  the  bank  may  be  made  in  silver 
dollars  by  oiieman  over  the  counter,  so  that  the  transfers  could  be  made 
between  branches  and  the  home  office  in  plenty  of  time  to  provide  for 
emergencies.  The  great  safeguard  here,  however,  is  the  thorough  saper- 
vision  exercised  by  the  Government  and  the  confidence  placed  in  the 
personnel  of  the  banks  by  the  community. 

It  is  not  the  custom  in  Mexico,  however,  to  deposit  largely  in  banks, 
not  from  lack  of  confidence  but  because  people  keep  their  inoneyin 
strong  boxes,  at  home,  or  invest  or  spend  it  before  they  deposit  it  The 
stamp  tax  on  checks  and  drafts  has  much  to  do  with  this,  and  will 
doubtless  be  abolished  from  checks  when  practicable,  bo  as  to  encour- 
age the  habit  of  using  the  banks  for  deposit. 

From  8  down  to  6  per  cent  is  the  usual  rate  charged,  and  only  out- 
aide  brokers  and  professional  money  lenders  get  more,  and  then  on 
secnrity  that  the  banks  would  probably  not  accept,  as  they  are  very 
conservative  and  their  rales  have  not  varied  much  in  many  years, 
thongh  the  rate  of  interest  has  steadily  decreased  here,  as  elsewhere, 
with  the  increased  security  of  life  and  property. 

Bank  directors  here  perform  their  work  seriously,  and  every  piece  of 
paper  offered  for  discount  is  carefully  acratinized,  and  few  bad  debts 
are  made,  though  payments  are  sometimes  delayed. 

All  accounts  are  kept  in  Uezican  currency,  as,  though  much  Ameri- 
can money  is  used,  the  banks  wish  to  make  the  proms  on  exchange 
both  ways,  and  will  not  open  gold  accounts.  For  this  reason,  many 
persons  settling  here  still  keep  account  with  banks  in  the  United  States. 

The  principal  banks  here  keep  accounts  in  New  York,  London,  Paris, 
and  Berlin,  but  seldom  in  other  cities  in  the  United  States,  and  New 
York  exchange  is  the  only  kind  easily  salable. 

This  division  of  accounts  is  rendered  necessary,  as  many  of  the  mer- 
chants here  are  foreigners,  and  there  are  comparatively  few  American 
merchants,  except  in  certain  lines,  such  as  bicycles  and  typewriters, 
although  there  are  many  American  brokers  and  manufacturers'  agents, 
and  the  railways  are  generally  managed  by  Americans,  and  the  class 
of  American  immigration  is  improving  all  the  time. 

THE  LAWS  OF   MEXICO. 

Now  that  the  eyes  of  investors  and  travelers  are  tnrned  toward 
Mexico,  one  of  the  natural  inquiries  of  persons  that  think  of  making 
this  country  their  home  is  what  protection  they  will  receive  and  what 
are  the  laws  that  regulate  the  business  interests  of  the  country.  In 
the  commercial  code  of  Mexico,  now  in  general  use  throughout  the 
Bepablic  (copy  of  which  I  send),*  provision  is  made  for  most  of 
the  necessities  of  business,  from  organization  of  companies  of  various 
sorts  to  bankruptcy  proceedings.  As  stated  elsewhere,  failures  are 
very  rare  here,  and  the  man  that  endeavors  to  profit  by  his  business 

•  Filed  foe  reference  lii  Bnrean  of  Forelgu  Commerce,  Depftrtment  of  State. 
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troubles  is  likely  to  softer  the  penalties  itrovided  for  F<ach  proceedings. 
A  moat  careful  scrutiny  into  his  affairs  for  along  time  back  is  made  by 
expert  aceountants  appointed  by  the  court,  and  woe  to  tbe  offender  If 
any  of  his  books  are  suppressed,  altered,  or  in  any  respect  deficient. 

I  have  bad  many  times  to  answer  questions  as  to  tbe  value  of  contracts 
here,  the  main  points  of  difference  between  American  and  Mexican  law, 
to  what  extent  precedents  are  given  weight,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to 
answer  some  of  them  in  this  report,  and  to  conclude  this  portion  of 
same  with  a  few  notes  made  by  a  noted  attorney  here,  who  has  proposed 
them  for  this  report,  on  some  of  the  most  interesting  themes. 

Contracts  are  of  great  valne  here,  and  they  are  prepared  with  mnoh 
care,  every  point  that  either  of  tbe  interested  parties  can  foresee  being 
provided  for.  This  is  rendered  necessary  by  the  fact  that  nothing  is 
ever  taken  for  granted  in  Mexican  business  dealings — nothing  led  to 
chance,  nor  are  any  precedents  in  analogous  coses  taken  into  account: 
Kot  even  the  supreme  court  of  the  nation  publishes  it«i  decrees  for 
reference.  Bach  case  is  decided  according  to  the  law,  and  all  laws 
are  codified.  The  judge  hands  down  his  decision,  based  on  his  inter- 
pretation of  the  law  governing  the  cose  in  point,  explaining  the  reasons 
for  his  decision  with  great  minnteness.  In  civil  cases,  janes  »re  never 
called,  because  it  is  usually  the  privilege  of  litigants  to  call  for  experts 
when  they  desire. 

The  training  to  be  nndergone  by  lawyers  here  before  they  are  admitted 
to  tbe  Mexican  bar  is  very  strict.  Eleven  years  of  hard  study  is  gen- 
erally reqnired,  and  it  is  rare,  indeed,  that  any  applicant  seeks  admis- 
sion by  reason  of  "sufficiency"  of  legal  knowledge  (as  they  do  in  the 
United  States)  in  lieu  of  the  customary  time  devoted  to  study,  lectures, 
court  practice,  eto. 

The  scope  of  this  report  will  not  admit  of  my  going  beyond  the  space 
devoted  to  each  department  of  the  Mexican  Oovemnient,  so  I  shall  not 
add  more  than  the  monographs  prepai'ed  for  this  report  at  the  request 
of  the  minister  of  justice  of  Mexico,  except  to  say  a  word  ns  to  the 
"baudo,"  or  decree  of  the  executive,  promnlgiited  at  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  1897-98,  which  made  a  change  in  the  laws  regarding  military 
service,  and  practically  rendered  the  service  obligatory,  should  the 
nation  so  require.  Heretofore,  many  men  called  on  to  serve  their  conn- 
tiy  as  soldiers  haveasked  for  "amparo,"  or  protection,  i.e.,  saspension 
of  jadgment  and  immunity  from  military  service. 

1  feel  that  this  report  would  not  be  complete  without  a  reasonably 
full  explanation  of  the  excellent  notarial  system,  so  I  herewith  submit 
ashortacconntof  same,  prepared  by  the  well-known  Mexican  attorney, 
Francisco  Alfaro: 

I.  The  organic  Inn  of  notaries  aBdactnariesof  tlie  rederal  district  divides  them 
into  notaries  aod  actnariea.  The  first  are  sstablished  Tnr  tbe  purpose  of  redacing 
acts,  oootracts,  qdiI  teataments  to  a  public  instniinent  Id  those  oaseii  pre8oriI)ed  bf 
law.  Tbe  last  named  are  pnblio  fDQ0tionari«8  who  authorize  the  decrees  lasoed  by 
jadges,  arbiten,  ancl  arbitrators,  and  who  malie  all  writings  ordered  in  oivii  anits 
and  iu  acts  of  volant«r;  iiiiisdlctioD. 

II,  It  is  Impossible  for  tlieni  to  exercise  the  profession  of  both  notary  and  actuary 
at  the  aame  time. 

RBqDISITKS   FOK  NOTAKIKS  AND  ACTOARIBS. 

1.  Id  order  to  obtain  the  title  of  notarT  it  is  necessaiv — 

(o)  To  have  passed  the  stndiea  ordered  by  the  law  of  public  instruction  or  bs  a 

(b)  Tobs  Mexican  by  birth  or  Datnralizntion  (in  this  case  the  applioant  mnst  prove 
having  lived  for  seven  yean  Id  the  oountry)  and  be  in  fiill  exereUe  of  his  righto  m 
a  citizen. 

(cj  To  l>e  25  years  old. 


^dbvGoo^^lc 


NOBTH   AUEBICA:   MEXICO.  523 

(<l)  To  hftTfl  no  phrfliiwl  impvdlBieDt  to  the  Bxercise  of  liia  profSBtlon  and  to  h&Te 
hail  DO  eorpoial  pnnlihnient  inflioted  on  him ;  to  be  of  regalar  hahits,  oonstwitly 
obMrrlnft  snoh  oondnct  m  to  Inspire  tha  pnbllo  with  the  DOn£donoe  thAt  ia  repoaed 
in  Dotarie*  by  the  natiou. 

(f)  To  proTe  his  knowledge  of  law  by  the  oertifioAte  of  hia  examination  and  eabmit 
the  Topoila  of  seren  witneuea  of  well -known  honeaty,  and  who  miut  be  iawyen, 
notama,  or  hnBinen  asents,  to  cartify  that  he  is  of  regular  hablte,  ete.,  and  all  other 
requisitAS  eatabllehed  by  law. 

3.  In  order  to  eierciae  the  profewioa  of  a  notary.  It  ia  ueoeeaary  that  the  depart- 
ment of  Jnatice  slioiild  decree  the  "flat." 

3.  It  is  the  exciuBive  privilege  of  notaries  to  aatborize  all  kinds  of  pnblie  inatra- 
menls  in  their  "protocoloa"  (notary's  register)  in  accordance  with  law. 

KOtaby'h  reqibter. 

This  is  a  register  or  book  in  which  the  notary  enters  the  first  or  origioal  wtIIidk 
of  the  act  or  contract  which  be  haa  before  him,  being  the  soiirce  from  which  all 
oot^ee  for  the  interested  parties  ore  taken. 

The  regiatem  are  composed  of  books  oont^ning  five  "pliegos"  (a  pliego  has  4 
pages)  put  one  inaide  of  the  other  and  sewn  together,  and  the  paper  moat  have  the 
■tamp  proscribed  by  law.  Only  40  linee  are  flowed  on  these  pagee,  at  the  same 
distance  one  flrtna  the  other,  and  with  even  handwriting.  No  spaces  are  allowed  in 
blank,  and  all  tfaa  acta  oi  controcte  i«dDced  to  public  writing  most  be  nnmbared 
oo&t«cntively.  To  tliie,  are  added  tbe  doeamenta  and  prooeadiuga  forming  part  of  It 
and  neceaiary  for  it  to  be  Knuted.  Thepageamnat  be  numbered,  signed,  and  sealed 
b7  the  notaiT  owner  of  tSa  legister.  The  nnmbering  most  be  in  writing  and  in 
nnmliera,  ana  the  regiatei  mnat  be  oloaad  every  aix  months — that  is,  in  Jane  and  in 
December  of  each  year — the  notary  writing  the  number  of  iDstnimante  it  contains 
and  also  the  nnmher  of  pages.  He  conolndea  by  stating  that  he  baa  not  granted 
more  in  that  period  of  aix  months,  thereto  pntting  the  date,  bis  seal,  and  eigiiatnia, 
which  is  an  indispensable  reqnlsite,  so  that  the  notary  may  open  nia  protocol  or 

A  notary  can  not  lasne  iuatrnmenta  in  the  register  of  another  notary,  noleas  with 
the  permission  in  writing  of  the  saperior  tribanol,  which  tribunal  can  only  grant  it 
in  ease  of  sickness  of  a  notary;  if  this  is  not  oomplied  with  the  reaponaible  notaries 
are  suspended  in  their  profession  for  one  year,  and  they  must  pay  the  damages 
caneed,  aa  all  Inatrnments  grsBtad  by  the  notary  who  is  not  deeienated  and  anthor- 
issed  to  do  so  acoording  to  law  are  nail.  Tlie  registers  are  bound  every  aix  months, 
and  the  instramenta  £ay  contt^n  mnat  he  detailed  in  an  index  in  which  are  stated 
tlte  nnmber  of  tha  inatroment  and  the  nnmber  of  pages  on  which  it  commences  and 
enda.  The  intereeted  parties  most  sign  in  the  index  If  the;  know  how  or  eon  do  ao, 
bnt  the  iDBtramental  witnesses  and  the  notary  must  always  aigo,  after  having  aigned 
the  register.  Any  contravention  of  this  arrangement  is  pnniBbed  by  law,  the  former 
by  Boapeneion  darinj;  tfarea  to  six  months  and  the  latter  by  removal.  If  the  docu- 
ments are  closed,  tfaia  ia  noted  in  the  register,  giving  the  number  under  which  tbey 
stand  in  the  register,  date  of  its  granting,  name  of  the  witness  Hnd  of  the  grantor. 
The  notary  mnat  send  copies  of  all  public  instruments  to  the  jadiciul  archives,  and 
no  one  can  Infotin  himself  of  the  contents  nnleaa  by  Judicial  order  and  for  the  pnr- 
poss  of  comparing  it  with  the  registeron  petition  of  the  intereetvd  party:  the  copies 
of  the  instmments  mnst  l>e  sent  under  sealed  cover,  on  which  most  be  written  that  it 
is  a  testament,  the  name  of  the  grantor,  date  of  lie  granting,  and  Dumber  it  has  in 
the  register. 

When  notaries  iasne  copies  of  pnblio  instruments  anthoriied  by  thorn,  thsy  most 
do  so  with  their  seal  and  signature,  writing  at  the  end  and  in  the  margin  of  the 
register  the  nnmber  of  pagea,  name  of  interested  party  to  whom  it  has  been  granted. 


ingtng  the  legal  provisionB,  they  wi 
.   If  itreenltanullon  account  of  wai 


of  legal  requisites,  they  will  be  obliged  to  pay  the  damages  and  coeta  cauaed,  besidea 
ondergoingtlie  punishment  imposed  by  law  for  other  fanlts  or  crimes. 

All  protests  of  bllla  of  exchange,  drafla,  and  other  mercantile  obligations,  through 
want  of  acceptance  or  of  p»ment,  must  be  made  by  notaries  on  the  day  following 
that  they  come  dne,  before  6  p.  m.  unless  it  is  a  holiday,  In  this  case,  it  will  be  made 
on  the  following  week  day. 

All  pahltc  mstmments  iBSued  by  notaries  in  aooordanoe  with  law  stand  good  in 
•Mae  of  Buita  or  othenriae. 

The  not^aa  are  ao  bound  to  keep  the  secrecy  of  all  public  instruments  exeonted 
by  them  that  tha  law  pnniahM  the  notary  who  maliciously  gives  over  to  persons 
bkTiug  no  right  thereto  any  doouiiient  which  should  be  private ;  or  if  be  give  a  copy 
of  it,  or  let  them  read  it,  he  will  Im  punished  with  two  years'  imprisonment 
and  a  fine  of  the  second  closa  if  a  third  party  is  injoied,  or  if  the  gnilty  party 
oeted  through  motives  of  interest.     In  thie  lost  cose,  be  will  be  obliged  to  return 
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irb»t  ho  Teeeived  for  bja  transf^TMsioD,  and  tbie  Bam  will  b«  added  to  tho  fine.  If 
tlie  diunikge  caused  has  Dot  Ueeo  of  great  couseqaence,  be  will  be  arraeted  tot  a 
period  of  eigbt  days  to  six  montliB,  acoordiar  to  tbe  opinion  of  tbe  judge,  and  a  fioe 
of  thesecoiio  class  will  be  impoBed  on  him.  Notaries  can  oni;  antAorlze  docnmentB 
in  the  plaoe  conoeded  to  tbem  by  the  "  fiat ; "  elsewbere,  tbeir  acts  bare  no  valae 
whatever.  The  geDeral  ralea  (besides  that  Bstabliabed  by  law)  for  doonmeuta  or 
pnblioinstmmeDls  tobe  valid,  aretbe  following: 

1.  Capacity  to  aot  of  tho  ooatraoting  parties; 

2.  Mutual  BgreeuieDt;  and 

3.  A  licit  object;  that  ie  to  say,  nothing  contrary  to  law  or  good  onstoma.  Finally, 
the  falsification  of  cloonments  issued  by  notaries  is  pniiished  liy  six  years'  imprison- 
ment  and  a  Sne  of  fcom  $200  to  $2,000,  bosidea  remoral  and  inoapacity  to  again  All 
any  other  office  ot  employment. 


a  OF  FORBioNBRa. 

[Prepimd  by  FrBDolaoo  Alfaso,  attorney  at  liir.] 

AS  the  foreign  press  baa  spoken  of  a  certain  bond  that  is  required  from  foreignras 
in  Mexico,  1  wisb  to  state  that  collections  may  be  made  either  personalty  or  bv  means 
of  an  attorney;  but  whether  because  some  of  tbe  treaties  with  foreign  aieudly 
nations  are  Inaomplete,  or  whether  on  aocoubt  of  the  reciprocity  which  gorenie 
international  law  when  there  are  no  treatieH,  or  becaune  tbe  local  law  prescribes  it, 
as,  for  instance,  in  tbe  Federal  District,  tbe  fact  is  that  in  Mexico  there  exists  for 
foreigners  the  bond  called  jndicatiiin  solvi,  sanctioned  by  tbe  Farllaroent  of  Paris, 
raqniredfortheflrsttimeiuEuropeon  the  4tb  of  January,  1562,  and  known  ioHexico 
ever  since  1834.  This  bond  is  re<)uirod  in  England  and  In  some  of  tbe  North  American 
States.  The  judicatam  solvi  bond  is  required  from  foreignets  in  the  tribunals  of 
Mexico  in  case  it  is  required  from  Mexicans  in  tbe  United  States,  as,  for  example,  in 
the  State  of  Texas.  Nevertheless,  when  the  suit  for  tbe  collection  of  foreigners' 
claims  is  instituted  by  an  attorney,  such  a  bond  ia  not  reqnired.  If  up  to  now  it  has 
been  exacted,  it  has  been  because  Do  foreigner  of  the  few  Itoni  whom  it  has  t>eeu 
demanded  has  applied  to  the  supreme  law  or  federal  constitution,  which  is  aboveall 
other  laws  and  Bgaiuat  all  those  who  treepaas  against  tbe  rights  of  nian.  This  law 
gives  to  foreigners  the  same  rights  as  to  Mexicans ;  oonsoqiiently,  the  law  demanding 
theiudioatum  aotvi  bond  is  anticonatltutional,  and  should  not  be  complied  with. 

The  piooeeding,  therefore,  is  that  establiahed  for  mercantile  suits. 

II.   UKKCAMTtLB  SUITS. 

These  suits  treat  of  and  decide  all  controveraieB  arising  fi'om  commercial  tisoB- 
actiona.  These  con  arise  between  regularly  established  mercbanta  or  between 
persona  who  from  time  to  time,  with  or  without  a  iixed  estabtiabiuent,  should  con- 
duct any  mercantile  operation,  provided  thoy  are  legally  competent  aorording  to 
the  common  laws  on  tfiia  subject.  Tho  law  proterting  com  met  c  c(  iletormioes  that 
persons  nnder  21  years  (the  age  of  m^oritj  commonly  est  ablisheil  bylaw)  and  more 
than  18  can  deal  in  commerce,  after  lej^al  emancipation,  majority  of  age  being  given 
them  by  the  tribunals,  or  on  authorization  by  tbose  undci  wnoseKnardiauabip  or  par- 
entage they  are  according  to  law.  The  minor  merchant  can  in  no  ease  enjoy  tbe 
privileges  and   immunities  conferred  on  minors;  ao  tbat,  us  tbe  law  clearly  deter- 

lesa,  considered  as  being  of  af; 

I.  All  purchases,  traoafers,  I 
tion;  all  necessaries  of  life,  articles  of  furniture,  or  merchandise,  either  in  tl 
natural  state  or  after  they  have  been  manufactured. 

II.  Purchase  and  sale  of  real  estate,  when  they  are  made  for  the  purpose  of  cj 
mercial  speculation. 

III.  Purchase  and  sale  of  portions,  aharcs,  and  obligatio 

IV.  The  contracts  relative  to  obligations  of  the  nation 
value  common  in  commerce. 

V.  Companies  of  purveyors  and  providers. 

VI.  Purchase  of  public  and  private  buildingg  and  works. 

VII.  Companies  of  factories  and  manufactories. 

Till.  Transportation  companies,  either  for  passengers  orfreight,  by  land  or  by  sea. 

IX.  Libraries;  editorial  and  printing  establishments. 

X.  Commission  houses,  ageuciea,  corameTcial  business  offices,  and  establisluneDta 
for  public  auctions. 

XI.  Establishments  for  public  amnsemeots. 

XII.  OpecatioDB  of  mercantile  eommissioDS. 

XIII.  InteTVBntioii  in  nwrcantile  bnsiaess. 
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XIV.  Banking  aperatloiu. 

XV.  All  coDtracts  regarding  maritime  comnerce  and  .nterior  anil  exterior  nari- 
gatiau. 

XVI.  AU  kiads  of  inBurance  contracts. 

XVII.  Deposits  on  account  of  commerce. 

XVIII.  Deposits  in  general  warehouses  and  all  operations  made  on   warehoose 
eertiGcat«e  aod  obligations  issaed  L;  the  samK, 

XIX.  Cbeoks,  bills  of  exchaLge,  or  remittanoes  of  mono;  from  od«  market  to 
auottier,  between  all  kinds  of  people. 

XX.  Notes  or  other  ohligatlons  to  order  or  to  bearer,  and  the  obligations  of 
marchaata,   nnlesa  it   is   proved  that  they  arise  from  a  cause  entirely  foreign  to 


XXI.  Obligations  between  merchants  and  bankers,  unless  they  are  of  a  purely 
oivil  natnre. 

XXII.  Contracts  and  obligations  of  morehanta'  employees,  as  far  as  regards  the 
baainew  of  the  merchant*  who  employ  them. 

XXIII.  Alienations  which  the  merchant  or  cnltivator  may  make  on  the  product* 
of  his  estate  or  bis  land  in  cultivation ;  and, 

XXIV.  Any  other  act«  of  a  similar  character  to  those  already  enumerated.  In 
caae  of  doubt,  the  commercial  natnre  can  be  decided  by  a  Judiaial  decree. 

It  is  well  to  mention  that  when  a  commercial  act  Is  carried  out,  of  the  class  speci- 
fied by  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  and  this  contract  should  give  rise  to  a  snit, 
the  proceedings  will  he  carried  on  in  accordance  with  the  mercantile  law,  which  Is 


often  more  rapid  than  the  civil  suits,  if  the  party  executing  the  conimeroial  act 
in  the  defendant.  In  the  contrary  case,  the  proceedings  will  be  according  to  the 
etipnlations  of  common  law.  The  mercantile  proceedings  may  be  by  agreement, 
being  as  short  as  the  interested  parties  may  desire;  but  otherwise  they  will  t>e  purely 
mercantile,  and  in  the  absence  of  laws  applicable  to  the  case  the  stipulations  of  the 
looij  law  will  be  carried  ont.     The  mercantile  Euits  aooording  to  law  are : 

I.  Ordinary. 

D.  Executive, 

III.  Special  bankrupt  snita. 

They  will  all  be  carried  on  by  means  of  writings  andpetitlonE,  and  the  snit*  for 
■mall  amount*  will  he  thoae  in  which  not  more  than  $200  is  concerned.  The  plead- 
ings mnst  have  ttampa  affixed  aooording  to  the  stamp  tax.  In  commercial  matters, 
the  law  does  not  shorten  or  lengthen  suits  when  treating  of  complaints  against 
merohants,  as  it  doe*  not  require  the  lirst  notice  to  be  peraonal.  Couseqiiently,  if 
tbedefendant  is  not  present  or  has  no  person  to  represent  him  legally,  and  the 
proceedings  should  be  urgent  or  the  delay  prejudicial  according  to  the  opinion  of 
the  judge,  the  absent  party  will  be  represented  by  the  public  prosecutor.  I4»ver- 
theiess,  if  any  person  sbonld  present  himself  to  defend  the  absent  party,  he  will  lie 
«dinitt«d  as  "jndicial  attorney"— that  is  to  say,  as  if  be  were  aa  attorney— hut 
in  order  to  do  Uiis,  he  must  give  a  bond  guaranteeing  that  the  interested  party  will 
rerything  he  does  and  will  pay  whatever  judgment  the  court  decrees,  and 


agree  toi 
ijl  costs 


and  expenses  incurred.    The  bond  will  be  passed  upon  by  the  Judge  ii 

"■■  -'  '-       "    'ofhi-    *■  '-' 


le  of  the  colitigant,  and  with  no  other  appeal  than  that  ol  bia  uSclal  reapoubi- 
Dility.  The  surety  will  renounce  all  legal  benefits — that  is  to  say,  he  eao  in  no  way 
oppoae  himself  to  the  fulQllment  of  his  obligations. 


Tbe  fliet  writing  mnst  be  accompanied  bf — 

I.  The  dooament  or  docnptent*  with  which  thu  litigant  present*  himself  in  the 
■nit,  that  is  to  say : 

(a)  If  treating  of  a  private  individual  or  a  merchant,  the  jndicial  power  of  attorney, 
mentioning  whether  it  is  general  or  apticial;  in  this  lost  i^uae,  stating  what  la  the 
bneiness  in  quBHtiou.  Tbe  aignature  of  the  notary  authorizing  it  must  be  legalized 
by  the  foreign  functionary  who  may  have  power  to  do  so,  and  in  turn,  thia  signature 
mast  ho  legalized  by  means  of  a  certiftcate  ftum  tbe  HexicoD  minister  or  any  of  the 
representative*  or  consuls  of  Uexico. 

(6)  If  tbe  plaintiff  is  a  society,  company,  or  corporation,  the  power  of  attorney 

Siven  by  tbe  president  or  representative  of  said  enterprise  must  contain,  besides  a 
eclaration  whether  it  ia  general  or  special  and  atatement  of  tbe  class  of  business  in 
this  last  case,  the  insertion  of  the  acte  and  relative  part  of  the  statutes  which  author- 
ize him  to  do  so  j  the  act  anthorlzing  the  representativeof  the  company  to  give  powers 
of  attorney,  and  that  part  of  tbe  statutes  referring  to  the  exercise  of  this  privilege. 
It  must  also  contain  a  certificate  proving  the  legal  existence  of  tlie  company  or 
oorporatton. 

(c)  If  the  right  which  the  party  claims  ehonid  proceed  from  any  act  of  cession 
becaose  tbe  claimant  transferred  it  to  another  person,  said  cession  most  be  certified 


526  COMUERCIAL  BBULTI0N8. 

bf  ft  aotsry,  and  it  mnat  be  prnperly  legftlised  in  the  aame  Wky  «•  the  pMcading 
dDoameata. 

(d)  The  Judicial  power  of  attorney  thas  BtrengtheDed  moet  oontain  all  kinds  of 
powerB  to  appeal  tomiyof  the  tribunals  of  Mexico,  with  all  the  legalizationa  alreftdy 
mentioned.     In  case  it  mentioned  odIj  the  oertifioate  referriuf;  to  the  act  of  Inoor- 

Ctratioa,  it  will  be  neceesar;  to  prove  the  legal  existence  of  the  euterprfae  with  the 
galization  b;  the  Mexican  representative  at  the  foot  of  aaid  aot.  The  stipnlationa 
oontalued  in  eaid  power  of  attorney  may  be  detailed  ob  follows:  "So  that  he  maj 
collect,  demand,  and  receiTe  what  is  owed  to  the  grantor  of  the  power;  that  h« 
may  reject  witneBee8,inetitate  interrogiitoriei  (qaeationspnt  to  the  oolltigMit  under 
oath  to  tell  the  truth),  make  nppeaU,  interpose  the  appeal  of  ooaMttioii  and  'unparo' 
(protection  or  enspeDsioD  of  juclgment),  and  Id  general  do  t^l  that  the  laws  alloir, 
whether  he  exercises  civil  or  criminal  acts,  in  the  proper  case  declviag  the  bonk- 
mptey.  He  may  also  couipromiHe,  attach  and  name  arbiters  or  arbitrators,  giTing  all 
kinds  of  iuatrnments,  as  well  as  all  receipts  for  what  be  rwoiTee,  as  the  grantor 
declaTDB  that  be  agrees  with  everything  his  attorney  may  do." 

II.  If  the  right  treated  of  ie  based  on  foreign  laws,  their  existence  most  be  proved 
in  Mezloo,  as  also  that  they  ore  applicable  to  the  case.  The  means  for  proof  estab- 
lished by  law  are : 

(1}  Judicial  or  extrajudicial  oonfession ;  (2)  public  and  solemn  instnunents ;  (3) 
private  documents;  (4)  expert  opinions;  (5)  Jndioial  inspection  or  inveeUgatiou ; 
(6)  witnesses;  (7)  public  opinion;  (8)  conjeotnres.  • 

In  Hexicui  law,  there  are  precautionary  stipulations  protecting  oreditors  of  mer- 
chauts,  and  they  can  be  appealed  to : 

(o)  When  there  it  reason  to  feai  that  the  person  against  whioh  a  claim  is  mode  or 
ie  to  be  ma<1e  will  absent  or  hide  himself. 

(b)  When  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  goods  on  which  a  claim  is  exercised  will 
be  secreted  or  will  deteriorate. 

(o)  When  the  suit  is  personal, 
ertiea  than  those  on  which  a  ola 
hide  or  alienate  them.    Thaee  provisions  alfeot  not  only  the  debtor,  bnt  also  the 

Sirtners  and  managers  of  foreign  properties.  The  provisions  to  whioh  I  refer  con  be 
ctated  as  acts  requitius  previous  judicial  decision  before  the  final  Jadgment  or 
after  the  respective  suit  lias  been  entered,  but  the  person  denianding  the  precau- 
tionary decree  must  prove  his  right  to  act  and  the  necessity  for  the  protection  he 
solicits.  Said  proof  may  consist  of  documents  or  the  deolaiations  of  competent  wit- 
nesses. These  decrees  will  consist  in  the  "arraigo"  (the  prohibition  for  the  defend- 
ant to  leave  the  place  where  the  suit  is  carried  on  without  appointing  an  attorney 
duly  instructed  and  provided  with  the  neoessaiy  ezpensea  for  the  salt)  and  In  the 
attachment  of  the  properties  belonging  to  the  same  defendant.  In  this  lost  cose,  a 
bond  is  required.  If  tlie  defendant  does  not  obey  the  orders  of  the  Jndge,  he  is  pnn- 
ished  by  the  penal  authorities. 

III.  The  proceedings  allowed  by  law  against  sentences  of  first  Instance  are  appeal 
and  caseation ;  at  the  appeal  con  not  be  interposed  when  the  hnsiness  treated  of 
does  not  exceed  91,000;  tne '■  cassation  "  can  be  interposed  against  any  Judgment 
within  the  time  ftsed  by  law. 

IV.  After  what  I  have  above  said,  I  must  finish  this  report  by  giving  an  idea  of 
the  mercantile  suits.  Tbere  are  two  kinds — the  ordinary  and  the  executive  suits. 
The  first  named  requires  that  the  ground  for  claim  be  presented,  as  well  as  the  docn- 
ments  forming  its  bases.  The  defendant  can  interpose  dilatory  exceptions  (those  that 
serve  to  delay  the  answer  to  the  claim)  within  the  strict  term  of  three  days.  If  there 
should  be  opposition  to  this  term  for  answering  and  giving  proof,  it  can  be  extended 
to  ten  days,  hut  no  more,  after  which  the  allegations  are  made  and  the  Jodge  pt«- 
nonncee  jadgment.  If  there  are  no  allegations,  or  if  they  are  made  after  the  Judg- 
ment jnst  spoken  of,  which  is  when  the  defendant  must  answer  the  charges,  the  ca- 
dence will  be  required  if  the  nature  of  the  case  should  so  necessitate  it.  The  same 
also  will  be  done  if  peremptory  exceptions  are  interposed.  The  term  allowed  for 
evidence  shall  not  exceed  forty  days,  and  within  this  time  the  jndge  can  specif  the 
time  he  considers  proper.  After  this  the  proofs  are  published,  even  tbongh  some 
proofs  are  pending,  as  rogatory  letters,  to  receive  witnesses,  etc.  A  term  of  ten  days 
will  then  be  allowed  for  each  party  to  ptead;  after  thia  time  has  passed,  the  Jndge 
calls  the  parties  to  hear  Jadgment,  which  will  be  pronounced  within  nfteeu  days 
following  this  last  notification. 

The  exeeuttve  suit  talces  place  when  the  claim  is  founded  on  any  of  the  following 
documents : 

1.  Final  jndgment  or  unappealable  arbitral  Judgment. 

2.  Pnblie  instruments. 

3.  Judicial  oonfessiou  (made  before  the  Jndge)  answering  intenogatoriea  (which 
are  queetlone  on  nertinent  facta  which  must  bs  answered  before  the  Jndge  on  oath 
to  tell  the  troth). 
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4.  Bills  of  exchange,  dntfto,  notes,  etc.,  and  other  commercial  obligations  spolwD 
of  in  law.  It  is  necessary  that  the  signature  be  testified  to  before  the  Jndfj^,  bat 
this  is  not  necessary  iu  ordering  the  seuuie  of  property  of  the  acceptor. 

5.  Insnrance  policies. 

6.  The  decision  of  the  experts  appointed  to  fix  the  amonnt  of  the  damage  done. 

7.  Invoices,  current  accounts,  and  any  other  commercial  oontTaots  signed  and 
jDdicially  arbnowledged  hy  the  debtor. 

When,  the  claim  is  presented  ineiecutiTesnit,  the  Jndge  orders  the  debtor  to  imme- 
(lintel;  pay,  or  his  property  is  attached  to  such  an  extent  as  will  pay  the  creditor 
the  amoant  of  his  claim,  as  well  as  the  costs,  expenses,  etc.  Wtthln  three  days 
after  the  attachment,  the  debtor  can  prexent  bis  defense  if  he  should  have  any 
exeeptione  to  interpose.  If  this  is  done,  the  time  for  evidence  will  he  fifteen  days. 
At  the  end  of  this  term,  the  Jndge  orders  the  evidence  tc)  be  made  public,  -whore  the 
litigants  may  see  it,  and  the  papers  in  the  case  to  be  delivered  for  five  days  to  each 
party  bo  that  they  may  make  their  answers.  Eight  days  afterwards,  the  ^udge  pro- 
noDueea  judgment.  Thie  Jndgaient  may  decree  the  sale,  by  public  aoctiun,  of  the 
property  attached,  or  that  it  does  not  beloDR  to  the  executive  snit,  leaving  the 
claimant  ft«e  to  anpeal  to  the  common  suit.  If  the  properties  are  to  be  sold  by 
auction,  tbey  will  be  approved  by  brokers  or  esperbi,  and  a  third  expert  will  lie 
appointed  in  case  of  disagreement.  The  Orst  two  will  lie  appointed  by  tne  litigauta 
and  the  latter  by  the  judge. 

Finally,  claims  of  foreigners  can  be  collected  in  bankrupt  snits.  Hegarding  this, 
nothing  more  can  be  said  than  that  they  are  subject  to  the  diminution  or  the  amount 
owed  by  the  common  debtor,  and  the  properties  once  secured  by  a  provisional  assignee 
appointed  by  the  court,  and  the  olaims  once  acknowledged,  there  will  be  a  final 
assignee,  who  will  prepare  a  classification  of  claims  which  if  accepted,  will  end  the 
suit,  and  if  not,  there  will  follow  a  lun^  suit.  The  mle  is,  the  vote  of  a  majority  of 
thecreditors  to  which  the  creditor  who  is  not  preferred  most  yield;  if  he  is  preferred, 
he  must  be  paid  in  full.  Some  creditors,  for  instance,  may  recover  the  goods  sold 
by  them  if  tne  said  goods  are  in  bales  or  packages,  so  as  to  allow  identification. 

LEQAI.  PBOCEDUBE  IK  HBXIOO. 

The  tribanaU  of  the  city  of  Mexico  are  eight  "minor  coarts;"  five 
"civil  courts;"  five  "correctional  coartB;"  oae  "superior  trihuDal  of 
tfae  district,"  composed  of  four  "departments;"  two  "district  courts;" 
two  "circuit  tribanals;"  the  "supreuie  court  of  Justice  of  the  nation," 
divided  into  three  "departments,"  and  the  "Jury." 

The  minor  courts  try  civil  cases  in  which  the  amounts  involved  do 
not  exceed  t500.  Their  judgments  are  not  appealable,  but  they  are 
"casable"  (revocable  on  writs  of  error).  The  civil  courts  try  all 
civil  oases,  whatever  may  be  the  amounts  sued  for,  in  excess  of  9500, 
of  the  ordinary  exeootive,  summary,  or  commercial  class,  treating  of 
interdictory  verbal  Judgments  or  of  the  execution  of  the  judgments 
of  arbitrators;  all  this  related  to  a  contested  Jurisdiction.  They  have 
besides,  the  confessed  or  voluntary  Judgments  which  embrace  provi- 
sional alimony,  the  declaration  of  tbe  state;  the  appointment  of  guard- 
ians to  whom  are  given  certain  powers;  the  appointmentof  a  "curator," 
to  whom  guardians  are  accountable ;  the  sale  of  property  of  those  under 
age  or  incapacitated  tCom  acting  and  transactions  pertaining  to  their 
rights,  ad  perpetuam  information,  the  po\>er  to  contract  and  appear  aa 
a  party  to  a  lawsuit,  and  to  be  able  to  give  the  consent  of  their  rela- 
tives or  guardians  to  contract  matrimony.  They  have,  besides  con- 
tested and  voluntary  Jurisdiction^  a  mixed  jurisdiction,  to  which  belong 
bankruptcy,  either  voluntary  or  involuntary,  and  hereditary  and  intes- 
tate suits. 

The  correctional  courts  try  those  misdemeanors  and  crimes  which 
are  not  punishable  with  more  than  two  years'  imprisonment.  Their  sen- 
tences are  appealable.  They  are  to  interpret  law,  and  for  that  reason 
judge  according  to  the  proper  law  goveniiDg  the  case,  which  is  tbe 
Penal  Code. 

The  criminal  courts  try  all  crimes  which  call  for  pDnisbment  of 
more  than  two  years,  bnt  the  judges  are  to  instruct  the  jury;  and  for 
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this,  vhen  the  trial  lias  been  cioucludt^,  the  accused  is  broagbt  before 
tbe  jury  to  declare  whether  be  is  guilty  or  not  guilty,  and  with  aggmvai- 
iog  or  extenaating  circataatatices.  Then,  the  Judge  of  iDatniction 
asBumes  the  power  of  piououuciiig  the  sentence,  acquitting  or  condenm- 
ing  the  accuBed,  accordlug  to  clear  and  precise  rules  which  are  clearly 
established  in  the  Penal  Code,  His  sentences  are  appealable  and 
"casable,"  since  appeal  and  "cassation"  are  ordinary  resources. 

The  judges  of  the  correctional  as  well  as  those  of  the  criminal  courts 
can  give  liberty  on  bail,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Code  of 
Feu^  Proceedings,  and  can  give  absolute  liberty  to  the  accused,  if  dur- 
ing the  hearing  of  the  case  the  evidence  or  cause  disappears  which  has 
brought  about  the  order  of  formal  imprisonment,  which  must  be  ren- 
dered within  seventy-two  hours  from  the  time  the  accused  has  been  at 
the  disposal  of  the  court  for  the  preparatory  declaration. 

The  term  of  seventy-two  hours  can  not  be  extended,  according  to  the 
federal  constitution;  and  after  this  period,  if  the  accused  has  not  been 
given  his  liberty,  not  having  the  decree  of  formal  imprisonment  pro- 
nounced against  bim,  the  judges  and  wardens  of  the  prison  in  which 
the  individual  is  detained  without  the  formality  mentioned — i.  e.,  the 
decree  of  formal  imprisonment,  which  is  appealable — incur  a  criminal 
responsibility.  The  superior  tribunal,  divided  into  four  departments,  as 
already  said,  conducts  the  recourse  of  appeal  and  "  cassation  "  (appeal 
by  error)  thus;  The  first  department  is  composed  of  five  magistrates, 
who  try  the  recourse,  "appealed  by  error''  being  interposed  against 
the  decrees  of  the  minor  judges  of  the  federal  district  or  against  the 
decrees  that  pass  on  the  recourse  of  appeal,  even  if  these  judgments  are 
pronounced  in  the  federal  district  or  in  the  territories. 

These  decrees  are  pronounced  in  the  federal  district  of  Mexico  by  the 
third  and  fourth  departments,  in  civil  matters,  and  by  the  second  depart- 
ment'iu  peual  matters,  siuce  these  are  the  ones  who  revise  the  decrees 
of  the  judges  to  whom  I  have  referred,  if  the  recourse  of  appeal  is 
brought  before  them.  The  recourse  of  appeal  by  error  is  opposed 
against  a  decree  pronounced  by  the  three  departments  of  the  superior 
tribunal  for  violation  of  civil  and  penal  law  and  by  violations  of  dvil 
and  penal  proceedings  law,  and  is  tried  by  the  first  department.  The 
four  departments  of  the  "pleuo  tribunal"  (tribunal  complete)  decide 
upou  the  petitions  for  provisional  liberty  of  criminals,  and  dictate  the 
measures  that  are  found  necessary  for  the  judges  to  comply  with  their 
obligations,  to  atsBure  the  speedy  administration  of  justice. 

In  relation  to  the  district  judges,  it  must  be  stated  that  they  have 
mixed  jurisdiction;  they  try  all  matters  in  which  the  federation  forms 
a  part  or  is  interested,  aud  consequently,  they  also  try  any  defalcation 
with  which  a  Government  employee  is  charged,  or  any  crime  committed 
by  a  railway  employee,  of  count«rfeitiug  money,  of  outrage  upon  the 
representatives  of  foreign  nations,  as  well  ns  civil  suits  in  which  the 
Federal  Government  is  the  actor  reus  or  opponent.  They  have  jurisdiu- 
tionover  extradition  cases  and  those  treating  of  marine  rights;  but  the 
great  power  tbey  have  besides  is  to  try  the  suits  of  "  amparo"  (protec- 
tion), suspending  any  act  of  any  authority  violating  the  rights  of  man 
guaranteed  by  the  federal  constitution.  Consequently,  they  protect  all 
that  live  in  Mexico,  whether  Mexican  or  foreigner;  suspend  an  order  of 
a  judge,  of  the  superior  tribunal,  of  a  governor,  or  of  the  President  of 
the  Republic,  if  be  violates  any  rights  guaranteed  by  the  constitution, 
as  also  they  can  protect  against  au>  law  given  by  a  congress  of  a 
State,  or  by  the  congress  of  the  union,  composed  of  the  Ohambw  of 
Deputies  and  Seuators,  if  it  is  contrary  to  the  federal  conatitotioD. 
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Tbe  flaapeosioiL  of  Jadgmeiit  can  be  decreed  before  the  flnal  hearing  of 
the  case,  but  this  and  the  judgment  they  pronoauce  is  sabjeot  to  revi- 
siOD  by  the  sapreme  court  of  justice  of  the  natiou,  before  a  complete 
tribnual,  in  which  "the  preflident  of  the  conrt  has  the  right  to  give  a 
double  vote  in  case  of  equality,  which  decides  the  case.  The  circtut 
tribanals  try  cases  appealed  by  persons  that  deem  themselves  ii^ared 
by  the  decrees  of  the  district  Judges. 

The  supreme  federal  tribunals  are  competent  to  pass' on  the  decreee 
of  the  circuit  tribunals:  and  if  there  is  interposed  against  them  the 
recourse  of  '^  suplica"  (old  Spanish  reoonrse  corresponding  to  appeal  by 
error),  such  "suplicas"  are  examined  by  the  second  and  third  depart- 
ments, in  torn,  of  the  sopreme  court  of  the  nation.  They  try,  as  tri- 
banal  of  appeal,  controversies  that  are  based  upon  the  application  of 
and  obedience  to  the  federal  laws,  in  which  the  federation  might  be 
interested;  controversies  between  two  or  more  States  of  the  same 
federation;  those  between  one  State  and  one  or  more  residents  of 
another  State;  suits  relating  to  civil  or  criminal  procedure  that  are  a 
consequence  of  contracts  mwle  with  a  foreign  power;  caaes  coueeruing 
diplomatic  agents  and  consuls.  The  same  superior  coart  of  justice  tries 
fh>m  the  first  instance  those  controversies  that  occur  between  one 
State  and  another  and  those  to  which  the  nation  might  be  a  party.  It 
also  solves  tbe  questions  of  jurisdiction  that  arise  between  federal  tri- 
banals, between  these  and  those  of  the  States,  or  between  those  of 
one  State  and  those  of  another. 

EXTBADITION. 

A  matter  that  has  excited  much  interest  among  both  Americans  and 
Mexicans  is  the  uncertainty  about  the  extradition  treaty  between  the 
two  cOQUtries,  and  for  this  reason  I  here  give  the  Mexican  law: 

EXTR&DITIOK  LAW  Or  MXXICO.* 
[TnimDlgited  Mk;  IB,  IWT.— TnuilaUDii.] 
CsAPTBB  l.—Of  extradittmt  eat*. 

Art.  1.  Extrftditioa  shall  take  plaw— 

I.  Id  the  oasM  aitid  lOMUier  prescribeil  by  treatiea. 

II.  Hhoald  there  be  no  intern ational  coDvention  on  tbe  anbject,  saoording  to  the 
preHcriptions  of  this  law. 

Art.  2.  Extradition  can  only  be  granted  by  Tlrtne  of  international  offenses  of  an 
ordinary  natare  in  their  fbnr  degrew  of  pnnlBhable  attempt,  criminal  attempt, 
fmBtTat«d  offeuBe,  and  oonanmniaMd  offenm,  aa  defined  in  the  Penal  Code  of  the 
federal  district  of  Mexico,  and  which  nay  not  be  oomprised  within  the  following 
exceptions : 

I.  Acts  which  are  not  paniahable  in  the  State  that  may  demand  the  extradition. 

II.  Acts  whioh  can  only  be  poniahed  by  fine  or  imprisonment  np  to  one  year  In  the 
federal  district  of  Mexico. 

III.  Aote  which  in  conformity  with  the  law  of  the  State  maUng  the  demand 
inflict  no  greater  ponlshment  than  a  fine,  exile,  or  Imprisonment  for  ute  term  of  one 

IV.  Acts  which  can  not  be  proMonted  in  the  federal  district  of  Mexico  by  the 
pablio  proeecntoF,  except  by  virtoe  of  an  action  commenced  by  the  raal  partf 


injnrt 
V.  . 


.  Acts  whioh  are  no  longer  panishablo  owing  to  prescriptiou  of  the  action  or 
of  the  pnalatuuent  in  oonformity  with  IJie  Penal  Code  of  said  distriot,  or  with  the 
appropriat«  le^islatioD  of  the  state  malcing  the  reqnisition. 


*  Note  by  Burean  of  Foreign  Commerce,  March  SO,  1890.     The  extradition  treaty 
with  Mexico  expired  in  Janoary,  1899,  and  a  new  treaty  is  now  pending  ratification. 
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B  the  only  persons  who  may  be  e 


L  as  OKKiaTBtinE  oiraumBtaDoeB,  shall  not  be  the  Bubject-matter  nf 

„ JD  pToae«ainea>  aniem  the  defeDdant  shall  volantarilf  consent  to  be 

tried  for  sack  offenses,  ot  if  haTinE  remained  within  the  territory  of  said  State  for 
more  than  two  oonsecutive  monttis,  in  perfect  liberty  to  leave  it,  he  ahonJd  not 
ftTsil  himsoif  of  that  right. 

B.  That  the  accnsed  shall  bebronghttotTial  before  a  competent  oonrt,  established 
by  law  before  tbe  coTumisslon  of  the  offense  with  which  he  is  charged,  and  that  he 
aball  be  tried  and  sentonoed  in  due  course  of  law. 

G.  That  be  will  be  beard  on  his  own  behalf,  and  that  all  legal  resources  shall  be 
oocoided  to  him,  even  when  already  condemned  throngh  nonappearanoe  or  default. 

D.  Lastly,  that  the  extradition  of  the  same  defendant  shall  not  be  granted  to 
another  State,  bat  In  the  eioeptlonal  cases  specified  in  sabdivision  A,  Section  I,  of 
this  article. 

II.  The  offeosee  to  which  said  subdiTieion  A  refers,  are — 

A.  Aota  committed  prior  to  the  extradition,  omitted  in  the  petition,  or  having  no 
relevancy  to  those  speoiQed  therein. 

B.  Offenses  of  a  religious,  political,  or  military  nature  and  those  constitnting 
smnggling,  even  though  connected  with  the  common  offense  that  may  have  given 
rise  to  the  extradition ;  it  being  understood  that  smuggling  conststs  in  the  importa- 
tion, exportation,  or  trafBo  of  merohandiee  in  contravention  of  the  fiscal  laws. 

Abt.  5.  The  Executive  of  the  Union  may  grant  a  new  requisition  made  by  the 
state  that  may  have  obtained  the  extradition,  in  order  to  have  the  defendant  anr- 
rendered,  tried,  aud  punished  in  conformity  with  this  law,  for  an  offense  not  included 
within  the  terms  of^the  prior  requisition ;  bnt  in  such  a  case,  the  proceedings  set 
forth  in  this  law  shall  he  observed  aa  far  as  it  may  be  possible. 

Art.  6.  Bhould  there  be  proceedings  pending  or  a,  Judgment  outatanding  in  this 
Republic  against  the  defenaant  demanded,  for  an  offense  of  a  different  nature  to  that 
which  ^ve  rise  to  the  requisition,  bis  extradition,  if  legal,  must  be  deferred  until 
such  defendant  shall  have  been  acquitted  or  shall  have  undergone  his  sentence. 

Art.  7.  If  the  extradition  of  the  same  person  be  demanded  l>y  two  or  more  states, 
and  if  legally  it  ought  to  be  granted  to  all  oi  any  of  said  states,  the  defendant  ahall 
be  surrendered — 

I.  To  the  state  demanding  him  in  conformity  with  an  international  convention. 

II.  Should  several  states  claim  the  extradition  by  virtue  of  international  conven- 
tions, then  to  the  state  in  whose  territory  the  offense  may  have  been  committed. 

III.  When  said  clrcnmstances  eball  concur,  then  to  the  state  that  may  demand  the 
defendant  for  an  offense  deserving  a  more  severe  punishment. 

IV.  Ifan-- ' ._._..._.=__._  __L__.  ,.., — 

if  there  is  i 
designate. 

A^.  8,  The  state  to  whom  the  extradition  of  an  individual  shall  have  been  granted 
may  surrender  him  to  another  state  that  may  have  already  made  its  reqaisition 
in  conformity  with  this  law  and  has  not  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  preference  in 
conformity  with  the  foregoing  article. 

Art.  9.  Whenever  the  extradition  of  a  defendant  shall  have  been  granted,  no  ihr- 
ther  steps  must  be  taken  regarding  any  requisition  made  by  another  state  for  the 
surrender  of  the  same  person,  unices  such  person  shall  return  to  the  Bepublic  after 
the  extradition  gran tetl  may  have  produced  ito  effects. 

Art.  10.  I.  The  extradition  of  criminals  who  may  have  been  slaves  in  the  country 
where  they  have  committed  the  olFense  charged  shall  not  be  granted. 

II.  No  Hexicnn  shall  be  surrendered  to  a  foreign  state,  save  In  oases  considered 
exceptional  by  the  Executive,  who  may  so  detertiiine. 

III.  Persona  naturalized  in  the  Republic  shall  bo  surrendered  to  a  foreign  govern- 
ment claiming  them,  if  their  extradition  is  asked  within  two  years  after  the  time 
when  they  became  naturalized. 

AST.  11.  Whenever  the  mtradition  of  a  Mexican  demanded  in  consequence  of  an 
ofTense  committed  by  him  in  a  foreign  territory,  and  included  in  article  2  of  this  law, 
shall  have  been  refused,  the  Executive  of  the  Cnion  shall  refer  his  ease  to  a  oompe- 
tent  court  of  the  Republic,  so  that  he  may  be  tried  therein,  if  posaible  kooordlng 
to  Ian. 

Chapter  U.~0/ ike  prooeedingi. 

AST.  12.  Applications  for  extradition  shall  always  be  made  throDgh  the  diplo- 
matic channel. 

Art.  13.  In  esses  of  urgency,  the  provisional  arrest  of  the  defendant  shall  be 
granted  by  the  Executive  of  the  Union  upon  request  therefor  made  by  post  or  tele- 
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jnpriaonniant  of  the  accaiied  haa  been  isaaed  bjr  a  competeat  authorit;,  and  contain 
k  piomise  of  reciprocity  and  of  preeenting  the  reqaisitioD  with  proofe  of  law  and 
fiwt  npon  which  it  is  baaed. 

Art.  14.  If  within  a  reasonable  time  fixed  by  the  EiecntiTS  of  the  Union,  to  be 
made  known  to  the  state  making  the  reqnUitiou,  and  not  exceeding  three  months, 
the  reqnieitian  is  not  presented  to  the  department  of  foreign  relations,  the  prisoner 
Hhall  be  granted  his  abgolnte  freedom,  and  be  shall  never  ogsia  be  arrested  on  the 

Art.  16.  I.  If  the  request  for  the  arrest  of  the  deAndant  and  the  reqnisltloD  of 
«xtradition  ehall  comprise  the  seiKnre  of  documents,  money,  or  other  articles  that 
may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  aocaeed,  the  same  snail  be  retained  and  deposited 
with  an  inrentory  thereof  by  the  agents  of  the  Oovemment,  all  of  which  snail  be 
delivered  to  the  state  demanding  them,  shoold  the  extradition  be  granted  in  its 
laTor,  or  they  shall  be  returned  to  the  defendant  if  he  is  set  at  liberty. 

II.  Heverthelees,  the  rlgbt  to  the  articles  seised  of  a  third  party  not  implioated  Id 
the  oharge  shall  not  be  affected  in  any  way. 

Art.  16.  The  do«ument4  that  mast  bo  fbrnished  with  the  reqaisitjon : 

I.  Hnst  prove  the  existence  of  the  corpu*  dtHeti,  and  funiish  evidenoe  of  the  iden- 
tity, and  at  least  presumption  of  the  gnilt,  of  the  person  whose  extradition  is 
demanded,  in  snch  manner  that  his  arrest  and  proseontjon  micht  be  ordered  in  oon- 
formity  with  the  laws  of  the  Bepnblio,  hod  be  committed  ute  oCTense  within  its 
territory. 

II.  They  mnet  prodnoe,  ae  far  as  relevant,  the  text  of  the  fbreign  law  referring  to 
the  offense  and  to  the  panuibment  applicable  thereto,  with  a  dnly  certiSed  statement 
to  the  effect  that  such  law  in  in  force,  and  must  contain  a  copy  of  the  Judgment  or 
sentence,  if  the  latter  had  been  rendered. 

III.  They  must  be  legalized,  so  that  their  aathentioity  may  be  duly  proved. 

lY.  If  drawn  in  a  foreign  language,  a  translation  of  the  same  into  Spanlali  must 
be  fbmished. 

Art.  17.  I.  When  the  requisition  shall  have  been  received,  snch  reqaisition  with 
the  documents  aocompaoyiiiK  the  same  shall  be  sent  to  the  district  Jadge  within 
whoee  Jurisdiction  the  defendant  may  be  found. 

II.  If  tbe  residence  of  the  dofundant  is  not  knoTU,  the  requisition  for  his  extra- 
dition wiUk  the  docnmcnte  rt^lativo  thereto  shall  be  sent  to  the  corresponding  (<■ 
Ittmo)  district  Jadge  in  thin  capital,  who  will  be  tbeonl^  one  competent  to  hear  the 
ease,  whatever  the  place  may  be  where  snch  defendant  is  discovered. 

III.  Whoever  may  be  the  district  Judge  to  whom  the  requisition  for  extradition 
is  referred,  no  challenge  or  rocuBatlon  for  the  proceedings  shall  be  allowed. 

Art.  is.  The  petition  of  the  foreign  government  and  the  order  for  tbe  defendant's 
arrest  Issned  by  the  department  of  foreign  relations,  in  conformity  with  the  provi- 
sions of  this  law,  shall  legally  Justify  the  district  judge  in  issnlug  an  order  ua  the 
eonfirmatlon  of  the  imprisonment  of  the  defendant. 

Am.  19.  For  the  purpose  of  having  the  arrest  effected,  the  Jndge  shall  have  the 
right  to  issne  direct  orders  therefor  to  the  political  local  authorities  of  t^e  district. 
Territories  or  States  of  the  Union. 

Art.  20.  When  the  arrest  shall  have  been  effected,  the  district  Jndge  mnst  make 
Uie  defendant  appear  before  him,  and  after  informing  htm  of  the  requisition  and 
documents  annexed  thereto,  must  allow  the  following  defences  only : 

I.  That  the  requisition  is  contrary  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  treaty 
mentioned  therein,  or  in  thie  law.  if  no  treaty  be  in  foroe. 

II.  That  the  defendant  iH  not  tne  person  whose  extradition  is  asked. 

III.  That  the  extradition  Is  illegal,  beoanite  if  granted,  some  one  or  more  of  the 
rights  secured  to  all  persons  under  the  oonatitutlon  of  the  Repablicshali  be  violated. 

Art.  21.  I.  Such  defences  may  be  alleged  by  the  defendant  or  by  his  legal  repre- 
sentative within  the  period  of  three  days,  and  proofe  to  sustain  the  same  mnst  be 
presented  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  eufDcient  time  to  be  further  allowed  fiir 
the  transmission  of  n:  ~ 

II.  Within  the  earn 
snnh  officer  shall  always  be  a  party  ii 
extradition  cases. 

Art.  23.  I.  When  the  time  allowed  for  the  presentation  of  proofs  shall  have 
expired,  the  Judge  mnst  set  a  day  for  the  hearing  of  the  pleadings  of  botli  sidee 
within  a  term  or  Ave  days,  and  withont  any  fiirther  proceeding  shall,  within  three 
days  thereafter,  set  forth  bis  opinion  as  to  whether  the  extradition  should  be  granted 
CI  denied. 

II.  Hie  Judge  shall  on  bis  own  motion  pass  npon  the  defences  stated  in  article  21 

even  if  not  aUege'  '  ~  ""-  '-'' — -■--'   --'  ' — -' '  j..i  j.  i- --. 

whether  the  act  9 „        

tiie  aatboritleB  of  the  Kepablic. 
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Art.  23.  The  terms  mentioned  in  articles  21  and  32  Are  peremploiy,  and  can  not  be 
snapended  or  extended,  exoepting  through  the  aotion  of  vU  miyw. 

Art.  24.  The  jnd^e  shgill  eloae  the  prooeedings  with  an  order  stating  that  the 
{urested  defendant  la  at  the  diapoaal  of  the  department  of  foreign  relations,  and  the 
reoord  abajl  therenpon  be  forwarded  to  suoh  department.  The  j  adge  shall  have  said 
order  served  npoii  the  officer  in  oharge  of  the  prison,  so  that  It  ma;  have  its  fall 
force  and  effect. 

Art.  2S.  Upon  receipt  and  examination  of  the  Jadioiol  record,  the  Exeontlve  of 
the  Union  sbaJ]  determine  whether  the  extradition  is  to  be  eranted  or  denied,  and 
the  aoid  Kxeontive  shall  have  the  power  in  any  ooaa  to  decide  differently  from  the 
Judge's  opinion. 

Art.  26.  1.  If  the  decision  shonld  be  against  the  requieition,  the  offloer  who  may 
have  the  prisoner  in  charge  shall  be  dnl;  notiflod,  and  he  shall  aet  the  defendant  at 

II.  If  the  ExeontiveshaaldgranttheTec|ulBition,  bis  decision  shall  be  mode  known 
to  the  prisoner  or  to  his  legal  representative. 

Art.  27.  J.  No  other  remedy  is  given  against  the  decisian  granting  an  extradition 
excepting  the  writ  of  amparo'  fh>in  the  iMeral  jadiciary,  as  jirescribed  in  article  102 
of  the  oonstitution,  and  this  proceeding  will  only  bo  available  if  resorted  to  by  the 
defendant  or  bislegal  representative  wRhin  the  piirind  of  three  days  after  thenotifl- 
eation  of  the  Qovemment's  deoision,  saoh  time  not  to  be  extended  in  any  event. 

II.  No  remedy  for  the  other  jndioial  or  administrative  deoisiunsorpraoeedingBOon 
be  Mlowed. 

Art,  28.  Any  petition  for  the  writ  of  amparo  shall  at  onoe  be  dismissed  if  pre- 
sented after  the  period  stated  in  the  foregoing  article. 

Art.  29.  After  the  time  granted  for  the  repetition  of  that  writ  has  elapsed,  and 
the  defendant  or  his  legal  representative  shall  not  have  ashed  it  in  due  form,  or  if 
the  writ  of  amparo  shall  have  been  denied  by  the  snpreme  conrt  of  .Instioe,  the 
department  of  loreign  relations  shall  notify  to  the  went  of  the  forel|ni  state  the 
decision  favorable  to  the  extradition,  and  shall  order  the  prisoner  to  be  delivered  np 
to  Baid  oeent. 

Art.  80.  If  the  foreign  state  shall  allow  the  period  of  two  months  to  elapse  after 
the  time  when  the  prisoner  was  placed  at  its  disposal,  wlthont  taking  him  out  of  the 
conntry,  auoh  prlsonershallregainhisfreedom;  and  he  shall  not  be  again  arreati^dnr 
snrrendered  to  the  same  state  by  reason  of  the  offense  that  gave  rise  to  thereqoisition. 

Art.  31.  I.  The  extradition  may  be  carried  into  efToct  Dy  the  aid  of  tho  Govern- 
ment officers,  if  so  asked  by  the  state  having  obtained  each  extradiciun. 

II.  The  intervention  of  such  officers  shall  cease,  as  the  case  may  be,  at  the  frontier 
lino,  on  board  of  the  vessel  reoeiving  the  prisoner,  or  at  a  place  in  the  interior  of  the 
oonntry,  where  the  extradition  agent  of  such  state  shall  take  the  defendant  on  his 
own  rasponsibility. 

Csaftkr  III. — SuppUmeKtarg  proo««iingi. 

Art.  32.  I.  No  extradition  shall  take  place  without  the  aathority  of  a  treaty, 
nnlesB  the  Kovemment  demanding  it  shall  promise  strict  reciprocity  and  flill  com- 
pliance with  the  other  reqnirements  contained  in  this  law. 

II.  The  Bxecntive  of  the  Union  may  make  a  similar  promiae  whenever  a  foreign 
state  shall  require  it,  in  order  to  grant  an  extradition  which  may  not  be  obligatory 
onder  the  provisions  of  international  a^reenients. 

Art.  S9.  The  department  of  foreign  relations  shall  make  known  the  provisions  of 
this  law  to  the  departments  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  other  countries,  and  ehoil 
always  send  a  copy  of  the  same  with  uie  note  communicating  that  the  extradition 
was  granted. 

Art.  31,  All  expenses  inonrred  by  reason  of  any  demaikd  of  extradition  mav  be 
made  by  the  federal  treasni?  on  acooont  of  the  foreign  government  who  shall  have 
presented  snch  demand,  and  said  expenses  shall  be  collected  from  that  government 
even  if  the  extradition  is  not  sranted. 

Art.  35.  I.  The  courts  of  Heiioo  when  demanding  an  extradition  of  persons 
uainst  whom  criminal  proceedings  are  pending  therein,  ss  well  as  the  governors  of 
the  States  of  the  Union  who  may  ask  the  extradition  of  fugitives  from  Jostice  deliv- 
ered to  the  Exeoative  to  serve  their  terms  of  sentence,  shall  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions contained  in  articles  1,  2,  3, 12,  and  16  of  this  law. 

II.  The  provisions  of  art.  31  regarding  a  foreign  government  are  applicable  to  that 
of  a  Mexican  State,  whenever  they  ask  for  an  extradition. 

Art.  36.  The  Execntlve  of  the  Union  shall  endeavor  to  embody  in  all  extradition 
treatlM  that  it  may  negotiate  hereafter,  all  tlie  benefits  and  cautions  referred  to  in 
this  law. 

'Protection.  Redress  for  a  wrong  made  to  the  applicant  by  any  aathority,  imply- 
ing violation  of  amy  right  of  man  sanctioned  by  the  constitntion. 
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POBBIGN  DBPAET5CENT. 


At  my  reqnest,  tbe  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  tlie  Bepnblio  of 
Mexico,  Ignacio  Mariscal,  has  been  good  enoagh  to  prepare  the  follov- 
ing  memorandum  of  this  branch  of  this  Government,  which  may  be  of 
interest: 

The  department  of  foreign  relations  is  nnder  the  direction  of  a  eeoretar;  of  state, 
oBHiRted  iy  an  under  secretaiy  or  cliief  clerk,  and  ia  di Tided  into  five  bnreaoa,  namely : 

1.  Bureau  of  America,  Asia,  and  Anstralla,  wtkloh  deale  with  all  matter*  having 
political  retatioiiH  with  tbuae  continents. 

2.  Bareau  of  lilurope  and  Africa.  This  has  the  same  charaoter  u  the  preceding  in 
all  matters  oonceming  onr  relations  with  those  two  ooDtinente. 

3.  ChaacellsTy  bnrean,  a  resistering  and  recording  office. 

4.  Cousiilar  buiean.  ThiBdetLlBwith  all  matleie  pertaining  t«  the  eonsnlar  service 
not  included  in  the  above  bureauR. 

5.  Archives  andlibraiy.  Tbistakeeuareof  the  library  belonging  to  the  department 
and  keeps  all  the  Ulee  of  the  ofBce  that  are  nut  in  actual  nse. 

Annexed  to  the  department  of  foreign  relations  in  the  office  known  as  "the  pnblio 
archives  of  the  iiatiou,"  a  burean  that  keeps  all  the  land  deals  that  have  been 
recorded  irom  the  beginning  of  the  colonial  period  np  to  the  year  1821 ;  also  a,  record 
of  polltiaal  and  bis^rioal  oventa  belonging  to  that  period.  In  recent  ye^rs,  all 
Ueiican  periodicals  have  l>een  sent  to  this  office,  where  there  are  kept  oomplete  files 
of  all  Jonmals  that  have  been  pahliahed  in  Mexico. 

The  diplomatic  oorps  contains  the  following  grades:  Envoy  extraordinary  and  mlu- 
later  plenipotentiary,  minister  resident,  charge  d'affaires,  firal  secretary  ef  legation, 
•econd.  Moretary  of  legation,  third  aecretorv  of  legation,  attach^,  all  appointed  by 
the  Frealdent ;  the  ministers  approved  by  the  8enate. 

The  traveling  expenses  for  this  personnel  are  as  foUows:  For  a  minister,  30  eenta 

akilometerto'^"-"* .  ..  -  .       ^       .- 

aO  cents  a  kilo 
a  kilometer. 

The  consular  corps  ii  appointed  by  the  Ptealdent,  the  consnla-genetaL  eabject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Senate. 

The  consnlar  service  is  filled  by  oonsult-general,  conaola,  ▼io»-«ansala,  oommeicial 
agentfl,  and  chancellors. 

There  is  no  liuiit  aa  to  the  time  of  service,  nor  an;  reatiictloii  as  to  nationality. 
However,  the  most  important  places  are  filled  by  Itesican  citizeae,  either  sent  from 
Mexico  or  chosen  among  residents  of  the  city  where  the  office  is  established. 

In  general  terms,  the  department  of  foreiga  affairs,  throDgb  it*  legation  or  consn- 
lar officers,  attends  to  Mexican  sailors  or  those  who,  destitnte  of  reaoarces,  wish  to 
retam  to  their  native  conntry,  provided  their  condition  of  extreme  poverty  is  not 
due  to  any  improper  oanse. 

Promotions  among  the  personnel  of  the  department  oocnr  after  an  examination  by 
a  jury  formed  of  the  chiefs  of  bnreaas.  To  these  examinations  ore  admitted  any 
persons  that  wish  to  enter,  thongh  they  may  not  belong  to  the  department. 

Among  the  personnel  of  the  department  tbere  is  a  society  for  mntnal  aid.  At  the 
death  of  each  member  bis  family  receives  tbe  sum  of  •400.  Besides,  the  department 
grants  a  month's  salary  of  the  deceased. 

All  the  personnel  of  this  department  may  enjoj  each  year  a  vacation  of  fifteen  days. 

The  office  hours  are  bom  8.30  a.  m.  to  2.30  p.  m. 

To  the  boys  who  are  employed  as  "meritorioa"  are  given  alasaes  of  penmanship, 
French,  and  English  by  professors  paid  by  the  department.  These  classes  are  given 
in  the  morning,  before  the  busy  bonrs  of  the  barean  begin. 

The  department  publishes  a  monthly  bnlletin  oontainTng  all  matters  that  refer  to 
this  branch  of  the  pnblio  service. 

The  appointees  for  consular  offices  are  nsnally,  when  practicable,  men 
that  have  been  trained  in  the  department,  and  are  selected  becaaae  of 
their  fitness  for  the  position.  Thi<  system  of  competitive  examinatioDB 
has  not  been  established  by  lav,  bat  by  the  personal  initiative  of  Mr. 
Mfffiscal,  and  the  office  is  well  condnoted  in  the  ftill  sense  of  this  term. 

EDUOATIONAX  SY8TBM. 

The  following  was  prepared,  at  my  request,  by  the  miiuBter  of  jus- 
tice and  pablic  instruction,  Lie.  Joaqaiu  Baranda,  and  may  prove  of 
interest: 
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Depend  npon  the  general  director— KiDdergarten,  from  4  to  6  jeaiBi  primary 
obligatoty,  lour  yeara^  ttota  6  ti>  12;  primai;  saperior,  two  years,  from  12  to  11. 

Upon  tbe  board  of  directors — Preparatory,  four  years,  from  14  to  16;  proiaaaional 
•□boolt— law,  medioine,  eDgineeriiig,  mines,  etc. 


Tbe  new  law  of  compalsory  eduoation  dates  from  June  3,  1896.  This  lav  created 
tbe  general  direction  of  public  iaatruotion,  for  tbe  management  of  tbe  aebools  of  the 
federal  district  and  territories. 

Before  tbis  date,  the  education  of  tbe  people  was  in  tbe  bands  of  tbe  General 
GoTemmaDt  and  of  tbo  \niarA  of  aldermen  of  every  city  and  town.  Theee  boarda 
appointed  a  committee  of  one,  two,  or  three  members  fur  that  purpose,  and  sa  this 
board  is  elected  ever;  year,  the  new  and  more  entbusiastfc  members  bronght  to  the 
ednoational  field  new  ideas,  pTogrammes,  methods,  and  changes  in  the  personnel  of 
'      '      "' '"  '     '    '    nge  naturally  unsettli  '    " 

the  general  direction, 
8c'ho«U;  their  oonditi 

is  superior,  through  the  preferen^.  „ ^  . 

tbe  beat  positions  to  the  pnpils  of  the  normal  schools  for  young  girla  and  boys. 

Organiialion  of  citg  a»d  cotinfry  achoolt  in  tht  federal  diitrlel. — The  management  of 
the  school  system  is  under  the  general  direction  of  public  instruction.  Its  objeot  is 
to  extend  public  primary  instruction  nnder  an  equal  plan,  both  acjentifio  and  admin- 
iatrative.  Its  members  are  appointed  during  good  behavior  and  efBoienoy  by  the 
President  of  the  Republic  through  tbe  minister  of  publio  instmotion.  The  per- 
sonnel of  this  general  direction  is  formed  of  the  fallowing  officers :  Qeneral  direotor, 
Dr.  Luis  E.  Ruiz,  $5,000;  secretary,  Manuel  CerTaiit^s  Imaz,  $2,401.75 ;  first  officer, 
J.  M.  Rodrlgnei  y  Cos,  $1,803;  second  officer,  Oregorio  Torres  Quintero,  (1,500; 
Hiird  officer,  ElUeo  J.  Graoja,  {1,500;  medical  inspector,  $1,200  to  $1,500;  there 
are,  besides,  six  inspectors  of  schoola,  at  $1,803  each;  inspectors  of  special  branches, 
such  as  maeic,  drawing,  gymnastics,  manual  labors,  $1,000;  employees  In  charge  of 
tbe  compulsory  education,  9602. 

The  dnties  of  the  genersl  direction  of  primary  instruction  are  tbe  following : 

To  direct  the  scientific  march  of  education,  taking  care  of  the  exact  complianoe 
of  the  laws  and  relative  by-laws. 

To  act  as  advisory  counsel,  and  to  report  to  the  minister  of  ioatruotioa  in  all 
matters  relating  to  primary  education. 

To  give  to  the  teachers  Ml  information  in  relation  to  ptiuoiples  and  methods  of 
teaching,  in  accordance  with  the  best  pedagogical  doctrines  adapted  to  the  offloial 
programmes. 

To  ftct  as  inspectors  of  the  eiaminationsof  the  public  schools  and  private  schools 
that  have  accepted  tbe  legal  programmes,  personally  or  through  representativea. 

To  take  the  greatest  interest  in  the  eduoation  of  Indians,  snggeeting  to  the  Oov- 
erameot  the  best  means  for  that  purpose,  espeoially  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  dlstiiot 
and  territories. 

With  the  help  of  the  political  authorities,  to  oblige  vagrant  children  to  sabmit 
to  compoleory  education,  and  indicate  to  theOovemmeutthe  best  means  for  that  end. 

To  form  the  statistics  of  pnblio  instmction. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  general  director  are; 

To  present  to  the  minister  for  resolntlon  all  snbjeota  In  relation  to  primary  eda- 

To  give  orders  to  the  inspectors,  principals,  and  teachers  for  the  beet  service  of  the 
schools. 

To  prepare  every  month,  after  the  report  of  the  principal  of  the  school,  the  sohed- 
ale  of  expenses,  and  to  provide  the  school  with  furniture,  apparatus,  libroriea,  etc., 
in  aocordanoe  with  the  indications  of  the  minister  of  inatmotton. 

To  appoint  a  board  of  inspection  for  compulsory  education  for  the  different  wanle 
and  towns  and  direct  their  organization. 

To  propose  to  the  department  of  instmotion  the  appointment,  promotion,  dismis- 
sal of  all  employees  of^the  general  direction  and  of  the  schools. 

To  promote  the  association  of  teachers  for  tbe  purpose  of  studying  all  questions 
in  regaid  to  the  improvement  of  teaching  methods. 

To  personally  Inspect  the  schools  for  the  supervision  of  methods  and  teaching, 
discipline,  and  hygiene. 

To  De  ia  oommnuication  with  all  centers  of  education  of  tbe  States  of  the  Bspnb- 
lie  and  of  foreign  oonntries. 

To  impose  a  nne  on  all  persons  in  charge  of  children,  who  do  not  comply  with  tbe 
law  of  compulsory  education. 

To  settle  all  disputes  between  teachers  and  parents. 
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To  obause  the  IcMiation  of  the  schoola. 

To  eetobliHh  relaUons  with  the  Statei  of  the  anion. 

To  endesTor  to  establish  thronghont  the  nnion  a  nnifonn  oonventional  eyatem  of 
isBtTDotion,  baaed  ou  the  fundamental  prinoiples  of  primary  instruotioD. 

To  report  to  the  minUter  of  pnblio  tnatmotion  annaallj  on  the  aotnal  atate  of 
primary  ioBtruction,  with  the  reforms  that  iu  the  Judgment  of  the  general  direotion 
oaght  to  be  made,  the  reenlt  of  the  examinations,  works  of  the  taaohera,  material 
improTamenta,  etc.,  of  the  aohoola. 

To  annoally  present  n  project  of  eipenaea  for  the  next  flsoal  yeOT. 

To  keep  a  record  of  the  ibifillmeDt  of  their  dnties  by  the  teachers,  for  the  erantlng 
of  penaions^  which  are  given  after  thir^  years  of  aernce.  If  the  profesBor  ^sires  to 
Gontinae  hia  aervioes,  his  salary  Is  donbled. 

According  to  the  federal  constitution,  every  State  directs  its  ayatem  of  edaoation 
according  Ui  the  relative  article  of  the  constitation.  Instmction  tbronghont  the 
whole  Rf^nblic  is  gratnitona  and  obligatory. 

In  none  of  the  achoola  of  the  nation  are  the  profeaBots  allowed  to  tieat  of  religlona 
snbjeots  or  to  teach  any  religion.  Parents  who  desire  their  children  to  receive 
religions  lustraction  are  obliged  to  intrnst  their  chlldten  to  profeeeon  directing 
pariah  Bchoola  OT  those  established  by  the  clergy,  oi  else  send  them  to  private  schools, 
which  are  mostly  Catholic.  Ail  of  these  schools  mnst  be  inspected  by  a  tepreaenta- 
tive  of  the  general  direction,  and  adapt  themselves  to  the  legal  programme. 

Papils  ofoll  schools  (private  or  pnblio)  and  those  who  leoelve  ednoatlon  at  home 
are  obliged  to  puss  an  examination  before  ths  repreeenlativea  of  the  general  direo- 
ilon  even  year.  If  the  patents  lUl  to  complv  wltb  this  requisite,  they  are  Uned 
tfom  $1  to  96,  ot  snffer  imprisonment  if  they  do  not  pay.  They  are  also  fined  or 
imprisoned  if  their  children  do  not  attend  school.  Compalsory  edaoation  is  for 
obudran  ftom  6  to  12  years  of  age. 

The  owners  of  fiMtoriee  or  farms  ore  forbidden  to  receive  children  under  12  years, 
nnless  they  show  a  certlAoate  proving  that  they  have  finished  their  compnlsorv 
education.  Thev  may  reodTe  tnem  outside  of  ordinary  school  hoars,  or  establlsL 
a  school  where  tn^mayreoeive  instruction  for  three  hours  daily,  la  case  of  resist- 
ance, the  owner  will  be  fined  from  $2  to  95  for  the  first  time,  and  In  ease  he  again 
disobeys,  from  9&  to  910. 

In  the  little  towns  where  it  ia  not  poasible  to  establish  two  sehoola,  the  teacher 
receives  the  boys  in  the  morning  and  the  girls  in  the  afternoon,  or  vice  versa. 

The  President  of  the  Republic  appoints  all  teachers. 

There  are  two  schools  for  every  1,000  Inhabitants — one  for  boya  and  one  for  girls. 
A  school  generally  has  i  teachers,  each  having  under  his  charge  50  pupils.  In  all 
elementary  schools,  the  tuition,  school  books,  and  ooceasoriea  are  free. 

Kvery  year,  the  children  are  examined  during  the  month  of  November.  The  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  la  mode  hv  the  Preaident  of  the  Bepnblic,  there  being  eight 
prizes  for  every  elementary  souool  and  twelve  for  every  primary  saperior. 

The  constitution  forbids  all  kinds  of  corporal  punishment,  and  the  conatitntlons 
of  the  Bohools  also  forbid  all  degrading  puuisbments. 

In  the  primary  schools,  nearly  all  branches  ore  taught  iu  oral  lessons,  very  fbw 
hours  befng  devoted  to  book  stndy  and  to  recitation.  The  object  Is  to  avoid 
meohauical  processes. 

Acoordiug  to  the  last  eenans  of  the  federal  district,  the  population  Is  calculated  at 
481,606.  There  are  about  76,000  ohUdren  from  6  to  12  years  old  in  the  federal  ills> 
trict.  In  189T,  51,606  pupils  were  registered  in  the  official  achoota.  This  is  about 
10.56  per  cent  of  thepopnlation.  The  mean  attendance  was  of  abont  26,716  pupils, 
liiere  are  211  days  of  school  during  the  year.  Every  year.  9517,751.36  are  spent  in 
salaries  of  professpis.  Hen  and  women  teachers  receive  the  some  salaries.  There 
ore  325  schools  in  the  district  depending  upon  the  general  direction ;  35  [ler  cent  are 
men  teaohersand66per  cent  women.  The  total  expenses,  excen ting  salaries,  amoimt 
to  9233,548.76 ;  91.63  ia  spent  annnally  per  inhabitant  and  938.79  annaally  pei  pnpll, 
13  cents  being  spent  per  pupil  per  day. 
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The  Balwies  of  teoohera  of  gnpoior  imtmotion  are  aa  follows : 


OatatdsoC 

olty. 

Inthadt;. 

wi.eo 

ttl.§0 

•"■S^S 

sto.oc 
iei.eo 

303.  W 

8«h«la  foe  both  »i«: 

Dc;,  T&laed  Juairy  1,  IBM,  tij  the  UnlUd  SI 


w  Dln»lor  of  the  Hlot,  at  4T.T  oi 


The  ptinuipalB  and  aasistanta  of  the  primary  •choolBeBtftbllafaed  Id  the  1,100  Qurmnl 
ftchoolB  h&Te  salRrlea  as  foIlowB: 

Dirootor JliSOO 

Snbdireotor 1,200 

AMUt&ntfl , 723 

Nenrly  all  the  teachers  in  the  Dormal  school  for  young  ladieB  receive  the  Mune 
salaries  as  those  of  the  noraoal  Bcbaols  for  yonng  men,  excepting  the  lady  director, 
who  reoeiTea  $1,500. 

Normal  for  male  taachere :  The  following  pTofbasors  get  a  salary  of  91,200  a  year 
for  an  hour  eaob  on  an  average,  for  lectnree  or  praotioal  eieroisea:  Spanish  lan- 
guage, history,  civics  and  political  economy,  matbematios,  natural  philosophy  and 
chemistiy,  natural  history  and  objective  teaching,  physiology,  hygiene  and  medi- 
cine, geography  and  astronomy,  drawing  and  penmanship,  psychology,  logic  and 
morals,  aohool  management,  woodworkinB,  and  ironworking. 

Assistant  professors  for  laboratory  work  of  experimental  scienoes  and  professors 
of  French  and  English  receive  $803,  and  the  profesaora  of  gymnastics  and  military 

In  the  federal  district,  the  pnblic-scbool  system  is  absolalely  emancipated  from 
partisan  politics  and  reUgions  qnestions,  and  is,  besides,  diBassooiated  from  municipal 
business.  The  Government  appoints  the  best  men,  regardless  of  their  nationality, 
politics,  religion,  or  local  tendencies. 

The  salaries  of  primary  teachers  hare  improved  a  grest  deal.  In  the  city,  a  few 
teachers  have  seen  their  salaries  ourtailed  la  order  to  obtain  iiDiform  emoluments. 

The  law  forbids  that  a  person  may  have  more  than  one  position  In  public  aervioe, 
with  the  exception  of  the  employees  of  the  department  of  pnblic  instrnotion,  who 
may  hold  two.  For  instance,  the  director  of  the  normal  school  and  Ave  profbason 
are  actnally  members  of  congreH,  with  a  salary  of  $3,000  liesides  what  they  get  as 
professors. 

Competitive  examinations  are  held  only  in  a  few  professional  schools,  snob  as 
those  of  medicine,  commerce,  etc.  In  the  primary  schools,  academioal  knowledge 
and  octaal  ability,  in  the  Judgment  of  the  director,  are  what  determine  the  promo- 
tion of  ttie  teachers. 

Teachers  are  exempt  fh)m  all  duties  that  may  interfere  with  their  services,  snch 
as  service  in  the  army,  on  the  Jury,  etc. 

I'Togramme  of  tinixtt. — Spanish  (reading  and  writing),  arithmetic,  ontlines  of 
natural  pbitoeophy,  natural  history  (objective  teaching),  practical  geometry,  draw- 
ing (of  simple  natural  objeota),  singing,  gymnastics,  military  training  for  bOTS, 
mannal  woik  for  girls.  The  scholaatio  year  is  compoeed  of  two  handred.  days,  five 
days  in  each  week. 

The  primary  superior  instrnotion  is  the  bridge  between  elementary  and  preparatory 
branches. 

The  studies  are  morals,  civics,  and  law  notions,  Spanish,  French,  and  Engllab, 
arithmetic,  algebra,  and  bookkeeping,  physics  anil  chemislry  and  natnrtj  history, 
physiology,  b^giene,  domestic  medfcjiie,  geometry,  nnivereal  geography,  geography 
of  Meiioo,  universal  history,  history  of  Mexico,  ideas  of  political  economy,  mannal 
work  for  boys,  domestic  occupations  for  girlH,  mechanical  and  ornamental  drawing, 
cali^raphy,  sint-inn,  hy^eiilc  exercises,  military  drill.  This  proglwwne  is  oorriMl 
out  in  four  courses  of  six  months  each. 
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Th6  eoednoation  of  both  aexes  i«  very  ntra,  uid  ia  only  used  In  Protestant  aohools 


or  UuMe  whiMe  lack  of  popnlatlon  doM  not  permit  separate  sohools  for  t>o&  seies. 

In  th*  preparatory  aad  professional  sohools  of  li~  "" '"'""     '"    '"' — 

allowed  to  Miter  with  the  same  rights  as  yonng  m 


y  aad  professional  schools  of  law,  medicine,  eto.,  yonng  girls  are 


As  yet,  Uie  direction  has  not  established  a  systematical  anthropologioal  examina- 
tion of  diltdren,  in  order  to  decide  which  children  oaght  to  go  to  sohools  for  feeble- 
minded children,  and  for  the  formation  of  classes  where  the  clMsiSeatlon  depMids 
OD  the  different  degrees  of  development. 


school  of 
school  of 

and  Indantries 


OTHKR  SCHOOtA  AND  IKSTITUTK8  SUPPORTED  BT  T 

Preparatory  school  for  all  professional  careen ;  school  of  iniisprndence; 
medicine;  aDatamo-pathologleal  moseam;  academy  of  medicine ;  snperioi 
commeraej  school  of  Hne  arts;  oonservatory  of '"    "' — '  ~'  — ' ' 


to  foreign  countriea,  to  improve  their  knowledge,  at  the  expense  of  the  Government. 

The  College  of  the  Vizcainaa  Is  enbsidized  by  the  Oovemmeut  with  CIS.OOO,  and 
the  Society  of  Nataral  History  with  $1,000;  the  Government  also  prints  nsenil  books 
when  the  anthor  has  not  the  means  to  do  so  himself. 

Paoper  and  criminal  children  receive  eilaoation  in  the  poor  asylnm  and  in  theoor- 
reotional  school.  There  are  also  aohools  estahlieheii  in  the  prison  of  Belen,  There 
is  a  school  for  deaf  and  dnmb,  asylam  for  the  blind,  military  academy,  eooiety  of 
geography  and  statistics,  medical  national  Instltnte,  and  geological  insutate. 
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I  must  Bay  a  few  words  regarding  the  exteosive  work  now  being  done 
at  the  ports,  the  coiupletiou  of  wbicli  meaua  so  inacU  in  the  substantial 
increase  in  the  trade  and  couse<iueut  prosperity  of  this  Eepablic. 

The  outer  works  iu  the  Vera  Cruz  Harbor  improTements  are  almost 
concluded,  and  the  metallic  pier,  180  meters  (196.2  yards)  in  length  by 
224nieterB  (24.5  yards)  in  width,  has  been  completed. 

Work  on  the  new  custom-house  building  at  Tampico  contiones,  as 
well  as  on  the  protecting  embankment  on  the  right  side  of  the  P&naco 
River. 

At  Ooatzacoalcoa,  the  bar  has  been  cut  by  means  of  a  canal  8J  meters 
(9.2  yards)  in  depth  between  tides,  and  of  a  width  saflBcient  to  afford 
easy  entrance  to  large  vessels. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  details,  the  Gtivemmeut  pier  at  Frontera 
is  completed. 

The  breakwater  at  the  port  of  Santa  Rosalia  has  been  completed  for 
a  distance  of  400  meters  (136  yards). 

At  Mazatlan,  work  has  been  prosecuted  on  the  construction  of  the 
Olas  Altas  sea  wall,  and  a  strengthening  embankment  has  been  formed 
behind  it. 
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Coinage  In  Ihe  HfftrtHt  nint»  of  tht  Bepublic  during  thtfitoal  fear  1SS7-9S 

SILVER. 
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I  here  submit  a  tratinlation  of  the  regulations  for  the  collection  of 
the  coinage,  stamp,  refilling,  smelting,  assay,  and  parting  dues,  which 
the  reveime  laws  levy  on  precioas  metals  and  mineral  substances 
containing  the  same;  also  a  translation  of  the  law  relatiDg  to  the 
w^ghtB  and  measures  of  Mexico.' 

POSTAL  STATISTICS. 

The  earnings  of  the  postal  department  during  the  fiscal  year  of 
1897-»8  were  Sl,409,528,  being  an  increase  of  t62,366  over  those  of 
the  preceding  year.  The  postage  stamps  sold  in  the  year  1894--95 
(which  was  the  last  in  which  the  interior  rate  for  letters  was  10  cents) 
amounted  to  (1,300,905,  while  the  sale  during  the  year  1897-98,  under 
the  new  rate  of  5  cents,  amounted  to  $1,309,570,  thus  showing  that  in 
the  space  of  three  years,  the  amount  of  correspondence  hns  doabled. 

The  dealings  in  postal  drafts  increased  during  the  last  fiscal  year  by 
31i  per  cent  over  the  previous  year,  the  amount  being  11,212,217. 

Itnring  the  fiscal  year  1897-98, 8  new  local  offices,  2  branches,  and  55 
agencies  were  established.  Ten  offices  were  authorized  to  handle  postal 
packages,  and  174  were  empowered  to  issue  and  pay  postal  drafts. 
The  ambulatory  railway  service  was  introduced  on  some  new  sections 
of  the  Mexican  National,  on  the  Hidalgo  Kailway,  and  ou  the  Fenin- 
salar  Bailway  of  Yucatan. 
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Tbe  amoont  of  coireapoDdence  haudled  duriDg  the  last  fiscal  year 
was,  aocordiDg  to  data  farDished  by  the  department  of  statistics  and 
onommed  letters,  86,700,000  pieces  Id  the  inland  service,  and  more 
than  26,000,000  in  the  foreign  service. 

TELEGRAPH  UNES. 

During  tbe  last  fiscal  year,  a  number  of  new  telegraph  offices  have 
been  opened  to  the  pablic.  A  new  line  baa  been  Strang  between  £sp6T- 
anza  and  Tehnacan,  and  the  lines  betveen  Banamiehi  and  Arizpe  and 
Teapa  and  Pichncalco  have  been  incorporated  into  the  federal  tele- 
graph system,  having  previoasly  belonged  to  the  States  of  Sonora  and 
Chiapas,  respectively. 

The  substitution  of  copper  for  iron  wire  in  the  eastom  section  of  the 
Bepubllc  has  continued. 

A  general  map  of  the  telegraph  system  for  technical  and  managerial 
purposes  having  become  a  necessity,  one  was  ordered  to  be  made  by 
the  Mexican  Government,  and  it  has  now  been  completed.  This  map 
is  of  great  utility  not  only  to  the  management  but  to  the  pablic,  as  it 
gives  an  accurate  idea  of  the  present  state  of  the  communication  facili- 
ties by  electricity  in  the  Bepublic. 

The  advantage  of  constant  telegraph  service  has  been  extended  to 
thirty-six  more  towns,  thus  increasing  the  earnings  from  this  source. 
The  total  namber  of  messages  sent  over  the  lines  in  the  fiscal  year 
1897-08  was  2,086,050.  During  the  half  year  firom  January  to  Jane, 
1898,  there  was  an  increase  of  2i  per  cent  over  the  same  period  of  last 
year. 

The  interior  press  service,  which  practically  amounted  to  nothing  a 
year  ago,  is  now  of  coasiderable  volume,  and  it  may  be  said  that  its 
existence  is  now  assured. 

On  April  1  last,  the  service  of  telegraph  drafts  was  inaugnrated  and 
operations  of  this  line  axe  on  the  increase,  amounting,  as  they  do,  to 
tl50,000  per  month.  It  is  expected  that  in  time,  this  service  wilt  become 
of  the  greatest  importance. 

The  shops  which  are  now  fully  installed  supply  the  federal  lines  with 
a  good  many  articles  and  apparatus  which  formerly  came  firom  abroad. 

In  regard  to  the  flnancial  aspect  of  the  telegraph  lines,  their  proceeds 
increased  fi-om  (698,000  in  the  fiscal  year  1806-97,  to  $860,000  in  the 
year  which  has  just  ended,  a  large  part  of  tbe  increase  being  made  np 
of  the  proceeds  of  tbe  international  service  inaugurated  in  January  last, 
of  the  service  of  market  quotations,  which  has  doubled,  and  of  the 
telegraphic  draft  service. 

TAXES. 
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In  a  personal  couTorsation  with  President  Diaz,  he  outlined  a  plan 
for  the  increase  in  the  pay  of  the  army  and  a  material  reduction  in  the 
nnmber  of  men  employed,  which  will  greatly  better  the  class  of  soldiery 
and  be  productive  of  bene&t  to  the  Republic  in  every  way.  There  are 
various  matters  somewhat  beyond  the  scope  of  this  report,  which  I  shall 
treat  of  hereafter  in  special  communications  to  the  Department.  Bome 
of  them  are  reports  that  some  of  the  departments  here  have  been  g:ood 
enongh  to  offer  to  prepare  especially  for  the  United  States  Qovemment. 
Some  of  them  are  matters  that  I  think  worthy  of  attention,  and  on 
which  I  am  now  preparing  data  from  various  Bourcee. 

Ardbew  D.  Bablow, 

Ootuul-Qeneral. 

Mexico,  November  33, 1898. 


CoLONizATioM  AMD  Natdrauzatiom  Laws  of  thb  Ripubuc  of  Mexico, 
Chaptkb  I.— Of  tk«  »%rvty  of  land*. 

Akt.  1.  With  the  object  of  obtaining  the  lands  necossaT;  for  the  eatabliehment  of 
oolonlsts,  the  Ezeontive  shall  cause  to  be  snryeyud,  ineasnred,  subdivided,  and 
appraised,  the  pnbllo  or  nattonol  landawhichma;  exist  in  the  Repnbllo,  nomiuatlng 
for  this  purpose  the  body  of  eDgineera  which  he  may  consider  necessary,  and  deter- 
tninisg  the  aystem  uf  operations  which  are  to  I>e  followed. 

Abt.  2.  The  subdiTiaioiiBBhalllnnocaseezceed  2^500 hectaiea,  this  beinc  the  great- 
est area  which  can  be  adjudicated  to  a  single  individual  of  age  and  wiu  the  legal 
capacity  to  make  oontracta, 

AicT.  3.  The  tanda  aurreved,  meoBnntd,  anbdivided,  and  appraised  shall  be  ceded 
to  foreign  immigranta  and  to  the  citizens  of  the  Kepnlilic  who  may  wish  to  eetabliah 
tbemaelrea  upon  them  aa  colonists,  nnder  the  following  ooDditiotia: 

I.  By  sale,  at  the  value  of  the  apprajsemeDt  made  by  the  eiigineera  und  approved 


by  the  department  of  fomento,  in  Installments  covering  ten  yeara,  commencing  f^om 
theseconayearof  theHettlement  of  the  ooloniat. 

II.  By  sale,  mailing  the  fall  payment  in  cash,  or  in  leas  terms  than  those  mentioned 
in  the  previous  section. 

III.  Under  a  gratnitons  title,  when  the  colonist  ma;  solicit  it;  but  in  this  case,  the 
area  shall  not  exceed  100  hectaies,  nor  shall  be  obtain  the  title  except  when  he  may  Im 
jnatified  in  that  he  has  pieaerved  the  property  in  hia  power  and  hoa  cultivated  it,  in 
whole  or  in  part  not  leas  than  the  teutb  part,  during  Qve  consecutive  years. 

Akt.  i.  Aa  soon  aa  the  Executive  mar  have  the  lands  suitable  for  coloniiatlonpnr- 
poees,  with  the  oonditione  which  Article  1  eatablishea,  he  ahall  determine  which  artt 
to  be  colonized  at  once,  publishing  the  plan  of  them  and  the  prices  at  which  they 
may  be  sold,  eudeavoring  in  every  case  that  the  aale  or  cession  to  which  the  previous 
article  refers  may  be  made  In  alternate  lots.  The  rest  of  the  londa  ahall  be  reserved 
to  be  sold  under  the  condittons  which  this  law  establiahes,  when  tbey  niny  be  aotio- 
ited,  or  when  theEzeoativemay  determine  to  do  so,  who  can  hypothecate  them  with 
the  object  of  obtaining  funds  which,  together  with  the  proceeds  of  the  aale  of  the 
lands,  have  to  be  applied  ezclndvely  to  carrying  out  the  scheme  of  colonisation. 

ChaPTBB  II.— 0/(A»ooIlMl(«(». 

Abt.  5.  In  order  to  come  nudei  the  head  of  a  ooloniat  and  to  have  the  right  to  the 
ftaochises  which  the  present  law  grants,  the  immigrant  who  is  a  foreigner  must  come 
to  the  Bepnblic  with  a  certifloate  firom  the  eonaular  or  Immigration  agent,  iasned  at 
the  eolioitatlon  of  such  Immigrant,  or  of  the  company  or  concern  autboriied  b;  the 
Executive  to  bring  colonists  to  the  Kepublic. 

If  the  soliciting  party  reside  in  the  Republic,  he  mast  apply  to  the  department  of 
fomento  or  to  the  agents  of  such  department,  who  may  be  authoriied  to  admit  col- 
onists to  the  colonies  which  may  be  founded  in  the  Republic. 

Abt.  6.  In  every  case,  tbe  soliciting  parties  have  to  preaent  certificates  fh>m  the 
reepective  ofSoials  certi^ing  as  to  their  good  habits  and  business  which  they  have 
been  oDaaged  in  before  making  the  application  to  be  admitted  as  eolontste. 

Abt.  7.  The  coloniata  who  may  establish  themselves  in  the  Republic  will  enjoy  for 
ten  yeote,  ooonted  from  the  date  of  their  establishment,  tbe  following  exemptions 
and^vilegea: 

I.  Sxamption  &om  military  service. 

II.  Exemption  from  all  class  of  taxes,  except  muniaipal.  ^ 
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III.  Exemption  from  import  tuiil  interior  dnties  on  pFOviBionB,  a^onltntBl  impls- 
ments,  tools,  nuMhinery,  chattela,  constructioD  materials  for  Iioaaea,  furniture  for  nse, 
and  breeding  or  blooded  animals  of  pare  blood  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  oolonies. 

TV.  Personal  and  nntransfeiatile  exemption  from  export  duties  upon  the  fruits 
which  tbiiy  May  produce. 

V,  PremiiimB  for  notable  labors,  and  bounties  and  especial  prot^cIiOD  for  the  intro- 
duction of  a  new  method  of  cultivation  or  industry. 

VI.  Exemption  from  the  dues  of  legalization  of  HiEnatores  and  the  Isanance  of  pass- 
ports which  the  consnlar  agents  mav  giant  to  the  Individuals  wh«  may  come  to  the 
Bepnbiic  as  colonists,  in  virtue  of  tne  oontrscts  made  by  the  Oorenunent  with  an; 
Oompany  or  companies. 

Art.  8.  The  department  of  fomento  shall  determine  the  qnanttty  and  claas  of 
goods  which,  in  eaoh  case,  may  be  introduced  free  of  duties;  and  the  department 
or  iluanoe  shall  regulate  the  manner  of  making  the  introdnotions,  in  order  to  prevent 
frand  or  smuggling;  however,  witboat  impeding  the  prompt  dispatch  of  the  goods. 

A»T.  9.  The  colonists  who  may  establish  themselves  upon  lands  bare  of  trees  and 
who  may  prove  that  on  a  part  of  their  lands,  not  less  than  a  tentb  part,  they  have 
planted  trees  to  an  amount  proportioned  to  the  area  two  years  before  the  termina- 
tion of  the  period  of  eiemptions,  will  enjov  the  right  of  immunity  from  taxation  of 
the  lands  fr .  one  veor  more,  and,  ia  general,  they  will  have  a  year  more  of  exemp- 
tion for  eaoh  tenth  part  upon  which  they  may  p]an,t  forests. 

Art.  10.  The  colonies  shall  be  eetablished  under  the  monicipal  management,  being 
subject,  for  tbe  election  of  its  officials  and  for  the  establiabment  of  taxes,  to  the 
general  laws  of  the  Kepublic  and  those  of  the  State  wherein  they  may  be  found. 
The  department  of  fomento  can,  nevertheless,  establish  agents  in  the  colonies,  with 
the  object  of  giving  better  direction  to  the  labors  and  of  exacting  the  reimburse- 
ment of  the  sums  which  may  be  owing  to  the  federation  nnder  whatever  character. 

Art.  11.  The  coloniata  shall  be  obliged  to  complete  the  oontracta  which  thev  may 
make  with  the  federal  Goverjiment,  or  with  the  individuals  or  companies  whlon  may 
transport  and  establish  them  in  the  Repablic. 

Abt.  12.  Every  foreign  immigrant  who  mavvestablish  himself  in  a  colony  shall 
ixdloate  in  the  act  of  establishing  himself,  before  the  federal  agent  of  oolonication 
or  before  the  respective  notary  or  Jndge,  if  be  intends  to  preserve  his  aationality, 
or  if  he  may  wish  to  obtain  Mexican  citizenship,  whioh  the  third  part  of  artlole  30 
of  the  constitntion  of  the  Republic  conoe<les  to  nim. 

Art.  13.  The  coloQists  will  be  considered  as  tiaving  all  the  rights  and  obligations 
which,  in  eaoh  ease,  the  federal  constitution  concedes  or  imposes  upon  Mexicans  and 
foreigners,  enjoying  the  temporary  exemptions  which  tbe  present  law  grants  them: 
bnt  In  all  tbe  oaestions  which  may  arise,  of  whatever  class  they  may  be,  they  shall 
be  snbjeot  to  tne  decisions  of  the  tribunals  of  tbe  Bepnblio  with  absolntie  exolosion 
of  all  foreign  intervention. 

Art.  14.  The  colonists  who  may  abandon,  without  dnly  jnitlfled  caose,  the  lands 
which  ma;  have  been  ceded  to  them  b;  sole,  for  more  than  one  year  and  before  the; 
may  have  paid  for  them,  shall  lose  the  right  to  said  lands  and  to  the  part  of  the 
price  the;  ma;  have  paid  on  them. 

In  the  cue  of  Section  Til  of  Article  3,  abandoning  the  land  or  failing  to  cnltiTate 
it  for  more  than  six  months,  without  dul;  Jnstifled  canae,  will  cause  tbe  right  to  the 
gratnitoas  title  to  be  lost. 

Aitr.  16,  In  those  places  designated  by  the  federal  Oovemmeut  for  new  towns,  a 
lot  shall  be  granted  free  to  ihe  Mexican  and  foreign  oolonlsts  who  maf  wish  to 
establish  themselves  as  founders ;  but  they  shall  not  acquire  the  ownership  to  said 
lot,  except  when  they  may  prove  that  before  the  expiration  of  the  first  two  yean 
they  have  built  a  house  thereon,  losing  tbe  right  of  acquirement  in  the  contnuy 
ease.    The  allotment  shall  be  made  as  far  as  possible  by  alternate  lots. 

Art.  16.  Mexicans  who  may  reside  in  foreign  countries  and  who  may  wish  to 
establish  themselves  in  the  deserted  parts  of  tbe  frontiers  of  the  Kepnblio,  shall 
have  the  right  to  gratultons  cession  otlands,  nnder  the  conditlona  of  Section  III  of 
Article  3,  up  to  200  hectares  of  area,  and  can  eqjoy  for  fifteen  years  the  exemptions 
which  the  present  law  grants. 

Art.  it.  Tha  Executive  is  anthoTizsd  to  assist  the  colonists  or  immigrants  in  thoao 
cases  whioh  he  may  think  convenient  and  witli  subjection  to  the  amounts  which  may 
be  provided  in  the  laws  of  approprlatiotis,  with  the  ezpenseB  of  transportation  of 
themselves  and  their  baggage  b;  sea  and  into  the  interior,  for  one  time,^  and  to 
where  the  railway  lines  may  terminate,  with  maintenance  for  fifteen  days  in  those 
places  which  be  may  determine;  and  with  tools,  seeds,  materials  for  bouses,  and  ani- 
mals for  breeding  and  working  pnrposes ;  such  sums  advanced  being  payable  b;  them 
under  the  Mune  conditions  as  the  valne  of  the  lands. 


^dbvGoo^^lc 
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(uid  dMoriptioD,  and  for  the  truuportfttion  »f  ooloniats  and  thetr  eatablishment  o 
mch  iMidB. 

AST,  19.  In  order  to  obtain  tho  proper  antltority,  the  eompatiiea  have  to  designate 
the  pnblio  lands  whioh  they  wi*h  to  cotooize,  the  approximate  area,  and  the  nnmber 
of  coloniats  which  the;  have  to  eatAbliah  on  them  in  a  fixed  time. 

Art.  20.  The  proceedings  of  the  snrvey  or  measurement  will  be  anthoriEed  by  the 
judge  of  the  district  in  whose  jorisdiotion  the  pablio  land  may  be  located,  and  at 
onoe  conoladed,  And  if  there  be  no  contesting  party  it  will  he  delivered  to  the 
oompftny,  in  OTner  that  it  ma;  present  them  to  the  department  of  fomenlo,  with  the 
other  oonditiune  to  which  Artiote  18  refers.  However,  if  there  ahonld  be  a  contest* 
ing  ptirty,  the  oorreaponding  trial  will  be  proceeded  with,  in  which  a  representatlTe 
of^he  trusary  department  will  talce  part. 


Art.21.  As  oompensation  for  the  expenses  which  the  companies  may  Incur  in  the 
enTTe;  of  the  pnblio  lands,  the  Eiecative  can  concede  to  them  up  to  the  third  part 
of  the  lands  which  they  may  measure,  or  of  their  value;  bat  with  the  exact  condi- 
tions that  they  must  not  alienate  the  lands  which  may  be  conoecled  to  them  to  for- 
eigners not  authorised  to  acquire  them,  nor  in  greater  oresa  than  2,500  hectares, 
nnder  the  penalty  of  iosiiig  In  these  two  cases  the  portions  which  tbciy  alienate  con- 
trary to  these  conditionB,  and  which  shall  puss  at  once  to  the  ownenhip  of  the  nation. 

Abt.  22.  The  lands  surveyed  by  the  companies,  and  with  the  exception  of  thos* 
wfaich  may  be  ceded  to  tbera  as  compensation  for  the  expenses  of  the  snrrey,  will 
be  granted  to  the  ooloniBla  and  be  reserved  nnder  the  terms  and  conditions  which 
Articles  3  and  4  of  thin  law  establish. 

Art.  33.  The  anthorizations  which  the  Rxecntive  grants  for  the  snrvey  of  pnbllc 
lands  eb^l  be  without  effect  and  without  the  right  to  prorogation,  when  the  reepeo- 
tive  operations  may  not  have  been  commenced  within  the  anextendable  term  of  three 
months. 

Art.  24.  The  Executive  can  malce  contracts  with  companies  or  corporations  for  the 
introdnction  to  the  Repnblio  and  the  establishment  in  it  of  colonists  or  foreign  immi- 
grants, nnder  the  following  conditions: 

I.  The  companies  must  fix  the  etaet  time  within  which  they  have  to  introduce  a 
deterniineti  nnmber  of  colonists. 

II.  The  colonists  or  immigrants  have  to  fulfill  the  conditions  establiithed  in  Arti- 
cles 6  and  6  of  the  present  law. 

III.  The  bases  ofthe  contracts  which  the  eompanies  liave  to  make  with  the  eal> 
onistt,  must  be  arranged  with  respect  to  the  provisions  of  this  law  and  most  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  approbation  ofthe  aepartmeDt  of  fomento. 

IV.  The  companies  hare  to  gnarantee  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Execntive  the 
fulfillment  of  the  obllgHtions  which  they  may  asenme  in  their  contracts  in  those 
oases  which  are  inbject  to  forfeiture  and  Qne. 

Art.  25.  The  companies  which  nay  contract  with  the  Execntive  for  the  transpor- 
tation to  the  Bepnblic  and  the  establishment  of  foreign  colonists  in  it,  will  enjoy 
fi)r  a  term  not  exceeding  twenty  years  the  following  franchises  and  exemptions : 

I.  Sale  npon  long  time  and  redaoed  price  of  waste  or  pablic  lands,  with  the 
OXclnsive  object  of  colonizing  them. 

II.  Exemption  of  taxes,  except  those  pertaining  to  the  stamp  tax,  with  respect  to 
ttie  ea^tal  invested  in  the  basinees. 

III.  Exemption  of  port  dues,  except  those  established  for  improvements  of  snch 
ports,  with  respect  to  the  ships  which  for  acooant  of  the  companies,  may  coudnot 
ten  families,  at  the  least,  of  colonists  to  the  Repnblio, 

IT.  Exemption  of  import  dnties  with  respect  to  the  tools,  machinery,  coustmc- 
tion  materlalB,  and  work  and  breeding  animals,  used  exolnsively  for  an  Mfricultural, 
mining,  or  indnetrial  colony,  whose  formation  may  have  been  aathorized  by  the 
EiecDtive. 

V.  Bonnty  for  a  family  established,  anil  aDother  for  a  ftmlly  disembarked;  a 
bounty  for  a  Uexican  family  established  Iti  a  foreign  colony, 

VI.  Transportation  of  the  colonists,  for  account  of  the  Government,  over  the  lines 
of  steamships  and  snbsidizad  railways. 

Art.  2ti.  The  foreign  colonization  companies  shall  always  be  considered  as  Mexi- 
cans, and  must  have  their  domicile  in  some  of  the  cities  of  the  Republic,  withont 
prejudice  to  those  they  can  esCablish  iu  foreign  countries,  and  being  obliged  to  con- 
stitute a  part  of  their  hoard  of  directors  in  the  country,  and  to  have  one  or  more 
attorneys  in  the  said  Republic,  amply  empowered  to  treat  with  the  Execntive, 

Art.  27.  All  the  <)nestiona  which  may  arise  between  the  Qovemment  and  the  com- 
panies will  be  decided  by  the  tribunals  of  the  Kepnbllo  and  in  accordance  with  Its 
IftWB,  without  the  intervention  of  uuy  foreign  diplomatic  agent. 
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Chapter  IV. — Gmeral  pror>\aioni. 

Art.  28.  The  individnalii  who  may  devote  n  part  or  the  nhole  of  lands  of  thsir 
owaerihip  to  the  ooloQizBtion  of  ten  familins,  at  the  least,  of  foreign  jnunigrants, 
have  the  right  to  obtain  for  the  colonies  which  the;  may  eatabllihoa  them  the  same 
IranehisM  and  exemptions  vrbioh  the  ootonists  established  by  the  GoTemment  enjoy, 
alvays  proTided  that  they  anbjecl  thomitelvea  to  the  coaditions  which  the  Kieonlive 
may  fix  in  order  to  assure  the  future  of  the  colony,  and  always  proridod  that  amongst 
these  conditions  is  to  be  included  the  one  requiring  the  colonists  to  acquire,  by  pur- 
ohaee  or  oeuion,  a  tract  of  land  for  cnltlvatiun. 

The  Executive  obji  fhraish  foreign  colonists  to  individuals,  attpnlatinK  with  those 
the  oonditiona  nnder  which  thay  hare  to  establish  them,  and  can  assist  uiem  akoby 
paying  the  expenses  of  transportation  of  the  colonists. 

Art.  29.  Theoolonization  of  the  islands  of  both  seas  shall  be  mode  by  the  (Meral 
Execntlre  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  law ;  the  Government  reeerviug  always. 
In  each  island,  an  area  of  50  hectares  for  public  nee.  In  the  osse  that  the  island  may 
not  hATe  a  sufBcient  area  to  mahe  the  separation  provided  in  this  artiule,  tbere  will 
be  no  sale  of  lands  therein  and  it  can  only  be  rented  for  a  short  time. 

In  the  colonies  which  may  he  established  on  the  islands,  there  will  always  be  a 
number  of  Mexican  families  whieh  may  not  1>e  less  than  half  of  the  total  nomber  of 
the  colonized  families. 

Art.  30.  The  Executive  is  authorized  to  acquire,  by  purchase  or  cession,  the  lands 
of  private  parties,  always  provided  ho  may  deem  It  oonveaient,  for  the  pnrpoee  of 
establishing  colonise  on  thetn,  and  subject  to  the  amounts,  which  may  be  provided 
for  in  the  laws  of  appropriatiou  for  public  expenaes. 

Akt.  31.  All  the  laws  prior  to  the  present  with  reepectto  colonisation  are  repealed. 

Hkxico,  DtefMbar  IS,  1SS3. 


RltaULATIONS. 

Art,  1.  In  conformity  with  SectiouIIIof  Article  7  of  the  law  oftbelSth  of  Decem- 
ber, 1883,  and  Section  IV  of  Article  35  of  the  same  law,  the  following  articles  lor  the 
use  of  recognized  colonists  and  colonization  companies  are  ^ee  of  dnty : 

Foodilaffi.—OU,  garlic,  dry  peas,  rice,  oatu,  common  and  refined  sugar,  coffee  of  all 
classes,  saltod  and  smoked  meat,  hams,  barley,  onions,  beans,  l^its  and  ftesh  vege- 
tables, ordinary  oraokers,  chiok-peas,  wheat-flour  and  that  of  cereals  of  all  classes, 
ooudensed  milk,  lentils,  com,  lard,  buttrr,  ground  mustanl,  potatoes,  pastHes,  pep- 
per, common  and  table  salt,  tea  of  all  classes,  vinegar  in  earthen,  glass,  or  wooden 
reccptacleB. 

Stone  and  earth. — Clay  piping,  bricks  okhei  than  refractory,  pavlDg  flags  and  slate 
Mies  of  all  classes  and  dimensions  worked  on  one  face  only,  with  the  exception  of 
those  of  marblo  and  alabaster,  grinding  or  whet  atones,  plain  glass  for  windows  and 
doors,  sulphate  of  lime. 

Wagon  maitrial, — Wheelbarrows  or  hand  carts  of  ail  classes,  rarts  and  wagons  of 
all  classes  and  sizes,  iron  and  steel  axles  and  separate  wheels  for  the  same. 

Leailier  goodi. — Harness  for  carts  and  wagons  of  all  kinds. 

Draff,  ilaroh,  iron,  stsrf,  and  other  ni«t(>I>.— Woven  and  barbed  wirn  for  fences;  hook 
nails  and  doorknobs;  iron  and  brass  hinges  of  all  classes;  iron,  sleel,  or  brass  key- 
hole plates  without  plating  or  gilding;  iron,  Bteel,  brass,  copper,  or  bronze  locks  of 
all  classes;  nails,  brads,  taoka,  screws,  boltt,  and  nntH,  and  rivets  of  iron  or  zinc: 
channel  iron  and  sheet  iron  for  roofs;  bellows;  Iron  or  brass  hook  hinges  of  all 
classes;  tools,  and  iron,  brass,  st«el,  or  wooden  implements,  or  composeif  of  these 
materials,  as  well  as  stakes  and  bandies  for  tools;  iron  ovens  for  cooking  and  stoves 
with  the  correspniidiiig  iron  pipes;  iron  shoes  for  animals;  windmills  of  Iron  or 
wood,  or  of  both  mat«r]al8,  for  drawing  water  f^om  wells;  pulleys  of  iron  or  wood, 
or  of  both  materials:  Iron  beams  for  the  construction  of  houses;  corrugated  iron  or 
zinc  for  roofs ;  machinery  and  accessories. 

MitaellarteoiuarticUi.—OBldingK,  brooms,  Inmber,  hair  for  plastering,  doors  and 
windows  of  wood  and  of  wood  and  glass,  tents,  and  tout  poles. 

Art.  2.  The  colonists,  upon  their  arrival  in  the  Republic,  and  for  one  time  only, 
will  enjoy  exemption  from  duties  on  their  new  furniture  or  that  nsi'd  if  it  be  orili- 
nary,  according  to  the  class  of  the  eolouist,  as  well  as  on  huusehold  articles  of  all 
classes  which  they  may  bring  for  the  pnrpose  of  eatahiishing  themselves. 

Art.  3.  The  department  of  fomento  shall  dctermiue  what  colonies  shall  he  entitled 
to  the  free  introductiun  of  provisions,  with  the  limitations  and  for  the  time  whisb 
It  may  Judge  convenient,  in  aooardance  with  Article  4  of  the  said  law. 

Art.  4.  The  colonists,  whose  character  as  such  may  bo  rrcognlzed,  can  make  tba 
importation  of  those  articles  which  are  free  of  dnty  under  these  regnlations  or  tho 
general  laws  governing  custom-houses,  either  directly  or  through  the  agencies  of  tba 
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oolontsfttioD  coDiiMU)ies,  or  tbronBh  coDuniMion  merobftiits,  bnt  with  HabJ«otloii  to 
the  proTiBiona  which  nre  hereinafter  eipreuad. 

Art.  5.  The  ooloniHtu,  through  UieniHelve!)  or  throogh  their  agents,  ihall  petition 
the  rsprewintative  uf  tlie  departiHenl  uffumeoto  askiDs  the  importation  of  the  artiolei 
which  the;  may  need,  wbetbec  tlje;  ma;  be  free  under  these  regnlatiuiia  or  under 
the  liiWH  snTeming  caltoiu-hoileeB,  occompanjing  the  petition  with  a  Jiat  in  dupli- 
cate, la  wLich  they  sliall  detail  with  cleanieea  the  clow  and  qnality  of  the  articles 
which  they  desire  to  Intruduoe  into  the  country. 

This  list  shall  be  psesed  upon  b;  the  repreeentatiTc  of  the  department  of  fomento, 
and  if  he  flads  tbat  ft  complies  with  the  law,  he  Bbnli  place  the  corresponding  authori- 
zation at  the  foot  thereof,  sendiog  at  once  ft  copy  to  tile  cantorn-hoase  through  which 
the  importation  is  to  bo  made,  preMrriuK  another  copy  in  his  arohlvee,  remitting 
still  aiiotlier  oopy  tu  the  department  of  fomento,  and  delivering  to  the  petitioner  a 
oertiticate  for  his  protection. 

Wheretheremaynotbeanyrepregentativea,  the  deportment  of  fomento  shallinvest 
some  federal  employee  with  that  character. 

Art.  6.  The  importations  which  the  colonists  mft^r  make  thmngh  themselves  or 
tbrongh  their  agents  must  be  included  in  a  oonsnlar  iovoice,  without  other  articles 


appearing  iti  it  which  am  dutiable,  whether  or  not  thoy  may  be  for  the  same  color 

Art.  7,  Once  the  importation  is  etTeot^d,  the  agent  or  the  colonists  flhall  furmuiaio 
(be  petitions  for  the  disnatch  of  the  articles  for  whirh  the  cuatom-houne  laws  pro- 


If  tbej  agree  with  the  document  or  documents  antborizod  by  the  renreaenta- 
tive  of  the  department  of  fomento,  the  delivery  of  the  goods  will  be  made;  but  if 
any  difference  be  found  to  exist,  the  matter  ahiill  pioceod  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Article  3SR  of  the  cnHtom-honss  laws. 

Aht.  8.  The  representatives  of  the  department  of  fomnnto  shall  see  that  the  agents 
of  the  colonization  companies  give  thiim  prcvioua  notice  of  the  colouiata  who  are  to 
arrive,  and  the  oustom-housea  through  which  the  goods  aie  to  be  iutroduced  into  tbo 
conntry,  in  order  that  they  may  communicate  it  to  the  rsspective  custom-honse  offl- 
eiale.and upon  the  arrival  of  the  coloniat«,  there mny  be  no  diificultles  with  ro«pei-t 
to  tlA  dispatch  of  the  furnitnro  and  honnebold  efferls  which  Ihey  may  bring  for  the 
parpose  of  establishing  themselvea.  In  said  notice,  the  names  of  the  colonists  shall 
be  clearly  stated. 

Art.  9.  If  the  representatives  of  the  department  of  fomento  may  be  la  the  piiinte 
where  the  colonists  introduce  their  elTects,  they  shall  be  present  at  the  dinpatoh  of 
the  fumitnre  and  household  goods,  with  the  oliject  of  niiLkitig  the  respective  proof 
of  the  exemption  of  duties  which  Article  2  concedes;  but  if  tuoy  not  be  tberf,  the 
coricsponding  collector  of  the  port  shall  mnke  such  proof.  In  case  it  is  believed 
tbiit  the  artiolBs  which  the  colnnii<ts  may  import  are  sujierior  in  clnsa  and  quality  to 
that  conceded  in  the  BaidArtirle2,  the  collectors 'will  proi'codiu  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Article  180,  Heotion  IV,  of  tho  euatom-honne  laws. 

Art.  10.  The  representatives  of  the  dcpiirtuient  of  fomento  shall  see,  undi>r  the 
moat  strict  responsibility,  that  the  colonists  are  not  alloweil  permission  to  Import 
more  goods  than  those  which  may  be  absoliituly  necessary,  taking  for  this  nurpose 
ftn  accoout  of  th  eqaantltioH  conceded,  and  an  account  of  what  they  may  ordinarily 
Deed,  both  with  respect  to  provisions  and  objects  for  the  constmrtion  of  honses, 
agricultural  jiursiiits,  etc. 

Art.  11.  If  it  should  happen  that  any  of  the  colonists  or  their  agents  abuse  the 
concessions  mode,  for  ihe  ])urpoee  of  selling  or  trafflckiug  in  goodn  whicb  they  may. 
have  introduced  into  the  country  free  of  duty,  the  represnntative  uf  tbe  department 
of  fomento  shall  make  it  known  at  once  to  tbe  .iudgo  of  the  respective  district,  in 
order  that  he  may  propt^  with  the  inveatigatioii  of  tlie  subject;  and  iu  case  the 
offense  is  proven,  bo  will  he  punished  in  accordance  with  Article  371  of  the  costom- 
honse  laws. 

Tbe  collectoiB  of  the  ports  shall  alao  have  tbe  same  obliKationa. 

Abt.  12.  The  repreaentativBit  of  tliu  department  of  fomento  shall  keep  a  register, 
in  which  shall  appear  the  number,  in  snccenHive  order,  of  tlie  petitions  of  the  colo- 
Dista,  the  date  of  presentation,  tho  date  of  remission  to  the  nietom-houHe  where  the 
introdnctlon  la  to  he  made,  the  name  of  this,  tbe  number  of  packages  contained  in 
the  petition,  the  contents  in  general,  the  name  or  namea  of  the  colonists,  and  the 
name  of  the  agent,  if  there  ahonid  he  ouc. 

From  tbe  register,  an  extract  shall  be  remitted  monthly  to  the  department  of 
fomento. 

Art.  13.  Abo,  the  said  repreNcntatives  shalikeep  a  rfgister  in  detail  of  the  qnnnti- 
liee  of  goods  concedeil  to  each  colonist,  as  well  as  tho  number  of  persons  of  which 
his  family  may  be  composed,  ii  he  has  one,  msklni;  a  calculation  eacti  six  months  of 
the  quantities  of  provisions  he  lias  obtained  tiiid  of  tbo  corresponding  consumption, 
and  also  of  other  objects  for  the  conatractiou  o(  tiousos,  agrii'iiitural  pursuits,  eto. 
Tboy  shall  remit  to  the  department  of  fomcnlo  evi-ry  air  inoutha  a  cojjy  of  the  reg- 
ister, with  a  certified  stntement  of  the  rnqiiiremeuta  of  the  colonists,  in  order  that 
the  said  department  may  mnke  tbe  obsers  atioiis  which  it  may  deem  Just  and  deter- 
mioe  the  best  means  of  conducting  the  matter  iu  the  future. 
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TRAMSTTORY. 


In  order  to  ooniply  with  the  oontract  mado  on,  the  llth  of  December,  188G,  v  Ith 
Gnillenno  Andrade,  theMehall  be  f^s  of  duty,  beaidea  the  goods  of  which  the  pro- 
viouB  artiole  treata,  and  odIv  for  the  ooloniata  which  may  be  oomprebended  ia  Hid 
oontract,  ready-made  clothing  (inclndlDg  hats  and  Bhoea},  whioh  they  may  noelTO 
for  their  nee. 

Mexico,  July  17, 1889. 


[ClronUr] 

With  the  object  of  avoiding  difScultieB  nhich  may  arise  with  reapeotto  the  lntn>- 
dnctioa  of  breeding  and  bloodecl  animala,  which  the  cnlimiiiatioii  compaulee  or  the 
ooloniatB  may  make  In  Tirtiie  of  the  excmptlnnn  which  the  l:tw  concodea  to  them,  the 
Preaiuent  of  the  Hepublic  hoa  seen  fit  ti>  ilecidi)  that,  in  accurdance  with  the  provi- 
eiona  of  ArticlsH  7  and  35  of  the  law  of  the  J5th  of  December,  1683,  the  colunuation 
oompanioa  sud  the  oolonlate  upon  importing,  iu  oonformity  with  the  raspeotive con- 
traols.  breeding,  blooded,  and  work  auiiuaU  which  they  may  bring  to  the  cnnntry 
intended  exolusiTely  for  the  colonies,  are  subject  to  the  prescriptions  of  Artdclu  8  of 
the  suid  law  in  the  following  manner,  agreed  upon  between  the  departmenta  of 
finance  and  fomen to: 

In  order  that  the  companies  and  the  colonists  may  enjoy  the  exemption  of  duties, 
they  shall  previously  petition  this  department,  in  each  case,  for  the  respective  per- 
mission  to  introduce  animals,  presenting  the  corroBpouillus  invoices  whioh  specify 
the  number  and  olaaa,  to  the  end  that  this  department.  In  view  of  the  importance  of 
each  colony,  may  anthorize  the  introduction  which  it  may  deem  prudent. 

Thne  invoices  shall  contain  all  the  data  which  maybe  necessary  for  the  iudentifi- 
oation  of  the  animals  that  may  be  imported  before  the  permit  is  received  from  the 
department  of  finance.  It  will  be  the  obligation  of  the  representatives  of  the  depart- 
mentof  fomento  to  exact  that  permit  from  the  colonization  companies  and  the  colon- 
ists, before  proving  and  authorizing  the  dispatoh,  to  which  Articles  of  the  regulatlous 
of  the  ITth  of  July,  1889,  refers. 

The  oompaniea  and  colonists  are  strictly  prohibited  trota  doing  anything  in  connec- 
tion with  the  introdnotion  into  the  country  of  breeiliug,  blooded,  and  work  aaimala 
which  may  thwart  the  objecta  of  the  provtsiona  of  this  circular,  notice  hereby  being 
given  that  in  all  those  cases  in  which  this  prohibition  may  hare  been  infringed,  tbe 
offending  parties  will  BDffer  the  penalty  which  the  general  cnstom-honae  lawsirapoee 
upon  tjiem. 

.  UXXICO,  Jvne  9, 1893. 


Law  on   FORBIONRKB  and  THWB  NATUHALi;tATION. 

Chapter  1,-0/  MexiooMt  and  fi/reigner: 

Art.  1.  Shall  he  considered  as  Mexicans — 

I.  Those  bom  wi^in  the  national  territory,  whose  father  is  a  Mexican  citizen, 
either  by  birth  or  by  uaturaltzation. 

II.  Thoee  bom  within  the  national  territory  of  a  Mexican  mother  and  a  father  not 
legally  acknowledged  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Republic ;  also  thoee  bom  ftom 
unknown  parents  or  whose  nationality  may  be  unknown. 

III.  Those  bom  without  the  Bcpnblic  from  a  Mexican  father  that  has  not  for- 
feited hia  citlzenahip.  Should  the  fikthor  have  forfeited  his  citizenship,  hia  ohildren 
■hall  be  held  at  foreigners;  but  they  will  have  option  to  adopt  the  Mexican  nation- 
ality within  one  year  from  the  dar  on  whioh  they  will  attain  21  years  of  age,  pi«- 
vided  they  make  the  requisite  declaration  before  the  diplomatic  or  consular  agents 
of  the  Bepnblio,  if  they  reside  in  some  foreign  country,  or  beibre  the  department  for 
foreign  alTaita,  if  they  reside  within  the  uuticmal  territory.  Should  the  sons,  to 
whom  reference  is  made  in  the  foregoing  section,  reside  within  the  national  terri- 
tory, and,  when  becoming  of  legal  age,  accept  any  pnblio  eiuployment,  or  serve  in 
thearmyorthe  national  guard,  that  circumntance  will  be  sufBoient  to  hold  them  as 
Mexican  citizens,  without  further  formalities  being  required. 

IV.  Those  bom  without  the  Rppublic  from  a  Mexican  mother,  the  father  being 
unknown  and  the  mother  not  having  forfeited  her  nationality  aecordlnc  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  law.  Should  the  mother  have  become  naturalized  In  a  foreign 
country,  her  ohildren  sh^l  be  held  as  foreigners,  but  they  Hhall  have  the  right  to 
adopt  the  Uaxican  citizenship,  provided  they  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
SeoUon  IIL 
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T.  ThaMarioMig'who,  li*Tlng  forfeited  thetr  etllBwirfitp  »cootdliigtotiieprorialon« 
of  thiB  lAW,  mas  rooorer  it  by  complying  with  tlie  leqninmcnta  establiinad  by  tlw 
aame,  m  the  e*8e  may  be. 

VI.  The  foreign  womui  that  nuaries  *  Mezioan,  provided  she  wiJl  retain  the  H«x- 
loan  nationality  even  In  her  widowhood. 

VII.  Thoee  bom  withoat  the  Repabllo,  bnt  who,  being  eetabllabed  within  ita  limit) 
In  1S21,  swore  altegi once  to  the  declaration  of  indepeodeneey  hare  oontinned  to  rwlde 
within  the  national  territoir,  and  hare  not  ehanged  their  nationality. 

Till.  Tlie  Uezioana  who,liring  within  the  tenitoriea  oeded  to  the  United  State* 
by  the  treaties  of  Pebniary  2, 18&,  and  Norember  30, 1863.  and  having  fDlfiUed  the 
conditions  required  by  said  tieatiea  In  order  to  retain  th«lr  Uezlean  oiUsenahip. 
Under  ■Imitaroironmetanoeaahall  be  considered  the  MezlnMia  who  oontinno  to  reaide 
within  the  territoiiesaotaallybelontrtng  to  Qnatemala,  and  theoitiieusof  the  latter 
Repnbllo  living  within  the  territorlea  now  belonglDg  to  Mexico  acoordltiK  to  the 
treaty  of  September  27, 1883,  prorided  said  ettlzens  oomply  with  the  provisioiu  of 
Article  S  of  said  treaty. 

IX.  The  tonigatn  that  i 

Xk  The  foreigners  that  m«u  wwu.>.«v  .»•  «.«>— wv  *.  <»■>*■  •><«  «wfF.>v«.v,  ^.^wouvu  vo^j 
sbaU  not  make  a  fonnal  declaration  of  wishing  to  retain  their  nationality.  At  the 
time  of  acqnlrtng  real  estate,  and  before  the  exeontlon  of  the  oonespondinK  title 
deed,  the  forelKner  shall  state,  before  a  notary  public,  or  before  the  local  Jadge, 
whether  it  is  his  intention  to  become  a  Mexican  citizen  acooiding  to  Beotion  ni, 
Artioifl  80,  of  the  Constitution,  or  to  retain  hla  nationality.  Bald  autament  uhall  be 
oompiised  in  the  deed. 

Should  he  adopt  the  Uexloan  citizenship,  or  should  he  omit  to  make  any  declara- 
tion on  the  subject,  """ ' =-■-=-    — •-  "--  ' ■  '--  »---^   - 

affairs,  in  order  *~  ' 
Hoxioan. 

XI.  The  fbreignera  that  may  have  children  bom  in  Mesioo,  provided  fhay  do  not 

f  refer  to  retain  their  condition  of  roreiirners,  most  at  the  time  of  regiaterius  the 
Irthof  a  child,  stat«  before  the  Jndge  of  {he  civil  register  what  their  intention  Is  on 
this  aobject,  and  the  same  shall  be  written  down  on  the  act  of  registration.  Bhonld 
they  be  willing  to  adopt  the  Heiioan  nationality,  or  Bhonld  they  omit  to  make  any 
deolaratiou  on  the  anbjeo%  they  may  apply  within  one  year  to  the  department  for 
foreign  affaire  in  order  to  folflll  the  reqnitemenU  of  Article  3,  that  tl  .y  may  be  eon- 
si  dered  Hex  i  cane. 

XII.  The  foreigners  that  may  be  In  the  service  of  the  Mexican  Qovanimant  in 
some  official  capacity,  or  that  may  aooept  titles  or  pttblle  Unctions,  provided  that 
within  one  year  IVom  the  day  on  which  they  accepted  said  titles,  or  said  pnblic 
fonctions  were  co.  ferrrd  npon  them,  or  on  which  they  have  began  to  serve  the  Hez- 
icsn  (loremment  in  toaio  offlclal  capacity,  they  apply  to  the  department  fbr  fbretgn 
affairs  in  order  to  Ailtlll  the  requirements  of  Axtiole  2,  that  they  may  be  oonsid«i«d 
aa  Mexicans. 

Akt.  3.  Shall  be  considered  as  foreigners: 

I.  Thoee  bom  abroad  who  are  the  snbjects  of  foreign  governments  and  have  not 
become  natnralized  in  Mexico. 

II.  The  children  of  a  foreign  father,  orof  a  foreign  mother  and  an  unknown  fatiier, 
' — D  within  the  national  territoiy  until  they  reach  the  time  when,  according  tr  *' — 


III.  ThoBeabnentfi^m  the  Bepnblicwi  tboni  leave  or  license  from  the  Government, 
or  on  account  of  Btndiea,  orof  pnbilcinteieRts,  or  for  the  eetablishmeat  of  commerce 
or  Indnstrr,  or  in  the  exercise,  of  a  profession,  and  who  shall  allow  ten  years  to 
elapse  withaat  applying  for  a  license  to  prolong  their  altaence.  These  licenseaor 
leaves  of  Bbsence  shall  never  exceed  five  years  eacb  time  they  shall  be  applied  for; 
and  after  the  Orst  has  been  granted,  and  in  order  to  obtain  a  new  one,  it  will  be 
ueceasary  to  allege  just  caases  for  such  an  extension  of  time. 

rV.  The  Heiican  ^vomea  who  shall  marry  foreigners  Mid  who  may  retain  their 
condition  of  foreigners  even  dnrlng  their  widowhood.  The  marriage  onee  dissolved, 
the  Mexican  woman  may  recovsr  her  nationalitv,  provided  that^  besides  establishing 
her  reaidence  within  the  territory  of  the  Hepnbllo,  she  makes  a  declaration  before 
the  jDdge  of  the  civil  register  at  the  plaoe  of  ber  reaidence  that  she  wishea  to 
recover  her  Mexican  nationality. 

The  Mexican  woman  who,  according  to  the  laws  of  her  hnsband'a  nationality, 
does  not  acquire  his  nationality,  shall  retain  hers. 

The  change  of  nationality  of  the  hosband  posterior  to  the  marriage  Impllea  a 
change  of  the  same  natiouuity  in  the  wife  and  the  minor  children,  provided  they 
reside  in  the  conntry  where  the  hnsband  or  the  father,  respectivelv,  has  become  aat- 
nralised,  with  the  exception  oontaioed  in  the  preoeding  paragraph. 
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V.  Th«  HexicBiiu  who  ahnll  become  natural ixed  In  foreign,  oonntiiea. 

VI.  Tho»e  who,  without  licenae  or  permlMlon  from  Congreu,  shall  offlolAllr  aerre 
a  foreign  government  in  any  political,  admlnietratlve,  jadioial,  miLtary,  oi  diplo- 
matic capacity. 

V[.  Those  who,  withontpreTionalicenseorpermiBslonftoniCongrwB,  shall  accept 
decotatloua  or  foreign  titles  OI  honors,  eare  those  conferred  as  Uterar;,  soientiflo,  or 
LiiinanitarlaD  distinctions,  which  may  be  accepted  freel;. 

Art.  3.  In  urder  to  deternino  the  place  of  birth  in  the  dtOeTeut  cases  pointed  ont 
in  the  foregoing  articles,  it  in  hereby  d?-'lared  that  Mexican  national  ships,  witboat 
any  distinction,  shall  be  considered  au  i>fiion&l  territory.  Those  bom  on  board  shall 
be  held  as  bum  witbin  the  Republic. 

Art.  4.  In  virtne  of  the  right  of  foreigo  residence  enjoved  by  diplomatic  agents, 
the  children  of  ministers  and  emploTeen  iil  Mexioao  legations  abroad  shall  never  be 
regarded  as  being  bom  without  the  Republic  of  Mexico. 

Art.  5.  The  nationality  of  alieais  juris  la  regulated  by  the  law  which.  anUiorizes 
their  atatna ;  consequently^  ^H  those  that  may  be  coustitnted  in  the  Republic  aooord- 
ing  to  Its  laws  shall  be  Mesloaa,  provided  that,  besides,  they  shall  have  legal  domi- 
cl^  within  the  territory  of  aaid  Republic. 

Foreign  alienis  Juris  shall  ei^oy  in  Mexico  all  the  righto  granted  by  the  laws  of 
the  country  of  their  domicile,  provided  those  righto  do  not  oouHict  with  the  laws  of 
Mexico. 

Cbaptbk  II. — Of  szpatHatum. 

Abt,  6.  The  Mexican  Repablio  aoknowledges  the  right  of  expattiatton  as  nataral 
and  inherent  in  every  man,  aud  necessary  for  the  enjoyment  of  Indivldnal  liberty.  It 
therefore.  Just  as  it  permits  its  inhabitanto  to  eieiciae  aald  right,  leaving  them  at 
liberty  to  quit  the  country  and  to  aettle  abroad,  alao  protects  thu  rii^t  of  foreign- 
en  of  all  nationalitiea  to  come  and  Battle  within  its  Jnriadiction.  The  Repnblia, 
Uierefore,  will  receive  the  citizens  or  Bubjeets  of  other  atates,  and  will  giaut  them 
naturalization  papers  according  to  the  proviaionB  of  the  preseut  law. 

Art.  7.  The  expatriation  and  the  oonaequent  naturalize  lion  obtained  in  a  fbreign 
country  will  not  impede  the  extradition  of  a  criminal  and  his  being  subjected  to 
trial  and  punishment,  according  to  treaties  and  the  practice  of  International  lans 
and  the  laws  of  the  country.  , 

Art.  8.  Naturalized  Mexican  citizens,  although  residing  abroad,  ahall  have  right 
to  the  same  proteclioD  from  the  Ooverumeut  of  Mexico  that  Mexican  citizens  oy 
birth  have;  and  said  protection  ahall  be  equally  eflective  both  in  their  persons  aud 

EToperty.  But  thia  provision  does  not  refer  to  whatever  respoo  si  bill  ties  they  may 
ave  incurred  iu  the  irnative  country  before  their  naturalization  as  Mexican  citiKens; 
and  they  shall  be  liable  to  said  respouaibilities  whenever  they  return  to  their  native 
country,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  same. 

Art.  9.  The  Mexican  Qovemment  shaU  protect,  through  the  means  authorized  by 
the  law  of  nations,  all  Mexican  citizens  abroad.  The  Prasident  of  the  Republic,  aa 
he  mav  deem  it  proper,  shall  employ  said  means  as  far  as  they  shall  not  constitate 
acta  of  hostility;  but  id  case  dinlomatic  intervention  sbonldfail  and  shoaldsuoh 
means  grow  ineffective,  or  should  the  cause  of  complaint  conetitoto  ench  a  grave 
insult  to  Mexico  that  it  wonid  call  for  more  serious  measures,  the  President  ahall  at 
once  inform  Congress,  sending  all  documenta  relative  thereto,  for  ito  deoision  on  the 
subject. 

Ajit.  10.  The  naturalization  of  a  foreigner  shall  be  annulled  by  his  residing  in  bis 
native  conntiy  during  two  years,  unleaa  that  atay  be  due  to  the  discharge  of  some 
ofBcial  oommissien  ftom  the  Mexican  Government,  or  to  a  special  permfision  firom 
the  same. 

Craptbr  lU.—Ofnatiirali£atio». 

AST.  11.  Any  foreigner  muy  become  naturalized  in  Mexico  who  complies  with  the 
requisites  established  by  the  present  law. 

Art.  12.  At  least  six  mootha  before  asking  for  naturalization,  the  foreigner  shall 
petition  the  board  of  aldermen  (ayuntamieuto)  of  the  place  of  his  residence,  stating 
that  it  is  his  wish  to  become  a  Mexican  citizen,  and  that  ho  is  willing  to  renounce 
bis  foreign  nationality.  The  board  of  aldermen  (ayuntamieuto)  shall  fbrnisb  him 
with  a  certified  copy  of  his  petition,  the  original  of  which  is  to  be  duly  filed. 

Art.  13.  After  six  months  have  elapsed,  and  when  the  foreigner  has  nninter- 
luptedly  resided  within  the  Republic  two  years,  he  may  ask  the  federal  Government 
to  furnish  him  with  nalaraiizatiou  papers.  In  order  to  obtain  said  papers,  he  shall 
have  to  appear  before  the  dtatrict  Judge  of  his  district,  and  there  promise  iu  writing 
to  furnish  proofs  of  the  following  facts : 

I.  That,  according  to  the  laws  of  hia  own  country,  he  has  the  full  enjoyment  of 
<dvil  rights,  being  of  legal  age. 
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II.  That  he  bas  ruided  within  the  Repalillc  at  l«aat  two  jean,  And  that  his 
bflbavior  has  heeu  good. 

III.  That  he  bus  a  trade,  an  indaetry,  a  profeeaion,  or  that  he  geta  an  Inoome  wbicb 
enables  him  toohtaia  the  aeoeMariee  of  life. 

Abt.  U.  To  his  petition  to  tbedistriot  jadge,  be  eball  Join  the  oertlfled  cop;  that 
waa  delivered  him  hy  the  board  of  aldermen  (aynotamiento),  referred  to  in  Article 
12;  also,  a  formal  reDunciation  of  all  allegiaoce  to  foielEn  powen,  and  eipeciallf  to 
the  conntry  whose  Bubjeut  bu  was;  and  a  teDanelation  of  an;  protection,  DOtcouung 
from  the  Mexioan  laws  and  anthoritieB,  and  of  all  rights  granted  to  foreigners  by 
special  treaties  or  ti;  the  lav  of  nations. 

Art.  15.  The  distritt  Judge,  after  the  petitioner  baa  ratified  hln  petition,  shall 

order  the  heariag  of  witnesses— with  th"  '   ' "'~     "■-  "---■ ■—      - 

the  points  speoitTed  in  Artide  13;  and,  i 
aUermen  (a;uatamleDto)  to  inform  hiu 
in  Article  12. 

The  jndge  shall  admit  all  other  proofs  that  the  InterMted  part;  may  fbmish  on 
the  points  speoiHed  in  Artiole  13,  and  Hball  ask  the  flacal  proaecntar  for  a  report  on 


iflain 
(sending  hie  petition  tbronKh  the  district  jndge),  asking  for  thn  naturalization 

Eapers,  ratifying  bis  rennnciation  of  his  foreign  nationality,  and  formallT  promis- 
ig  his  adhoBlon,  olmdience,  and  snhmission  to  the  laws  and  the  authorities  of  the 
Mexican  Republic. 

Art.  it.  Foreigners  in  the  service  of  tbe  Heiioan  national  merchant  marine  may 
become  naturalized  upon  proof  of  their  having  performed  snob  service,  one  year  of 
Bcrvica  on  shipboard  in  lien  of  tbe  two  .years'  residence,  as  required  by  Article  13, 
being  enough.  For  the  prosecotion  of  all  the  neoeaeary  legal  routine  In  these  cases 
of  nalnrslizatlon,  an;  district  Judge  residing  at  any  of  the  ports  where  the  vessel 
ma;  tooch  shall  be  competent.  The  hoard  of  aldermen  ( ay nntam lento)  of  any  of 
said  ports  shall  be,  liliewise,  competent  to  receive  tbe  petition  referred  to  in 
Article  12. 

Art.  18.  The  provisions  of  Ai-ticlea  12, 13,  li,  16,  and  16  do  not  hold  good  as  regards 
foreigners  becoming  naturalized  as  per  law,  and  those  who  have  the  right  to  adopt 
Mexican  citlsenship.  Conseq^nently,  tbe  children  of  a  Mexican  man  or  woman  who 
have  forfeited  tbeii  citizenship  (to  whom  reference  is  made  In  Sections  III  and  l\ 
of  Article  1) ;  tbe  foreign  woman  who  marries  a  Mexican  (see  Section  JV  of  tbe  same 
Article) ;  the  sons  of  a  foreign  father,  or  of  a  foreign  mother  and  an  unknown  father, 
bom  within  tbe  nationai  territory  (as  per  Section  II,  Article  2);  and  a  Mexican 
woman,  the  widow  of  a  foreigner  (as  per  Section  IV,  Article  2),  shall  be  held  as  nat- 
nrdiied,  as  regards  their  legal  statns,  by  simply  complying  with  the  leqnirements 
speoifled  in  those  provisions  and  without  resorting  to  new  iormallties. 

Abt.  19.  Foreigners  comprised  in  Sections  X,  Xl,  and  XII  of  article  1  may  apply 
to  the  department  for  foreign  affairs  for  their  natnrallz.atioti  papers,  within  the  time 
specified  in  said  eections.  They  shall  Join  to  their  petition  the  document  proving 
that  they  have  acquired  real  estate,  or  that  the;  have  bad  children  bom  to  them  in 
Mexico,  or  that  they  have  accepted  some  public  employment,  as  the  case  may  be. 
The;  shall  also  inclose  the  rennnciation  and  prondse  required  b;  Articles  14  and  16 
for  a  common  naturalization. 

Art.  20.  The  absence  in  a  foreign  country  with  tbe  leave  of  the  government  shall 
not  interrupt  the  residence  required  by  Article  13,  provided  said  alMence  does  not 
exceed  six  months  in  two  ;ears. 

Art.  21.  No  naturalisation  papers  shall  he  granted  to  sobjecta  or  citimns  of  any 
nation  with  which  the  Repabllo  of  Mexico  may  be  in  a  state  of  war. 

Art.  22.  Nor  shall  natntalization  papers  be  granted  to  persons  snspected  or  con- 
victed In  an;  foreicn  country  of  being  pirates,  slave  traders,  incendiaries,  counter- 
feiters or  ^rgers  of  bank  notes  or  other  cnirency,  murderers,  kidnappers,  or  robbers. 
The  naturalization  obtained  by  a  foreigner  through  ftaud  and  in  violation  of  the 
law  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Abt.  33.  Nataialization  papers  shall  be  isaaed  ftee  of  all  charges,  and  no  fee  shall 
be  collected  for  the  same  nnder  any  circumstaDoes  whatever. 

Abt.  34.  Tbe  act  of  becoming  naturalized  being  of  an  essentially  personal  charac- 
ter no  powers  of  attorney  shall  be  admitted  for  that  purpose,  unless  they  are  exe- 
cuted ad  boo  for  said  act,  and  contain  the  renunciation  and  promise  which  the 
interested  outy  ought  to  make  personallj^,  as  per  Artiolea  II  ana  16 ;  but  in  no  case 
whatever  snail  a  power  of  nttomey  aobstitute  tbe  actual  presence  of  a  foreigner  in 
the  territory  of  the  Republic. 

Art.  25.  The  condition  of  native  or  of  foreigner  is  untransferable  to  tliird  persons; 
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therefore,  neither  can  the  natiTS  enjoy  the  righta  of  the  foreigner,  hoe  can  tJie  latter 
profit  by  the  franobiBes  of  the  former  by  roaeou  of  the  one  or  the  other  oonditioD. 

Art,  26.  The  chanite  of  nationality  shall  never  prodnoe  a  retroaotive  effect  The 
acquiBitiou  and  the  rehabilitation  of  the  rights  or  Hexioan  citizenship^  shall  not  go 
into  force  and  produce  their  effects  until  the  day  following  that  on  which  every  one 
of  the  formalities  ami  requirements  of  the  present  law  for  obtaining  natnrallEatlon 
have  been  complied  with. 

Art.  27.  Colonista  coming  Into  the  conntty  by  virtae  of  contraoto  executed  by  the 
Oovemment,  and  whose  transportation  and  eettling  eipenaes  shall  he  paid  by  the 
Qovemment,  shall  be  considered  as  Moxicaa  citizens.  On  their  contract,  agreeing 
to  come  to  Mexico  as  colonists,  they  shall  formally  declare  that  it  Is  their  resolution 
to  relinquish  their  primitive  nationality  and  to  adopt  the  Mexican  citiseosbip. 
When  BBttline  in  the  colony,  they  shall  make,  before  the  proper  authority,  the  rennn- 
eiation  and  the  prooiise  as  required  by  Articles  13  and  16;  and  the  same  ahall  be  for- 
warded  to  the  department  for  foreign  affairs,  when  the  naturalizatioa  papers  shall 
be  isBoed. 

Art.  28.  Colonists  ooming  into  the  country  by  tfaemselTes,  and  fot  their  own 
account,  or  being  brought  by  companies  or  private  corporations  not  subsidized  by 
the  Oovemment,  and  immigranta  of  all  deBoriptione,  may  become  natnralized,  as  the 
case  may  be,  aecording  to  the  provisions  of  the  present  law.  The  colonists  that 
have  Bottled  up  to  date  must  abide  by  the  same  law,  u  for  as  it  does  not  oonfliet  with 
their  acquired  rlKbts  as  per  previous  oantracts. 

Art.  29.  The  toreigner,  naturalized,  shall  become  a  citizen  of  the  Kepublic  of 
Mexico,  OS  Boon  as  he  Bhall  comply  with  the  conditions  reqnired  by  Article  34  of  the 
constitution.  Ab  regards  bis  legal  status,  he  shall  be  on  just  the  same  footing  as 
boin  Mexican  citiKens;  and  ho  ahall  only  be  disqualified  to  fill  those  ofitoes  or  to 
exercise  thoBe  rights  that  the  laws  required  to  he  filled  or  to  be  exercised  only  by 
those  bom  within  the  territory  of  the  Kepublio. 

Chaftbr  IV.— 0/  tte  rigktt  ani  Um  obligalieiu  of  for»iffner». 

Art.  30.  Foreigners,  in  Mexico,  shall  enjoy  oU  the  civil  rights  which  belong  to 
Mexicans,  and  all  the  guaranties  granted  by  Section  I,  Title  I,  of  the  oonetitnuon, 
subject  to  the  power  reserved  to  the  Exeontive  of  banishing  any  foreigner  whose 
residence  in  the  Republic  may  be  considered  as  pemlcioDS. 

Art.  31.  For  the  acquisition  of  vacant  or  public  lands,  of  real  estate,  and  of  Tea- 
sels, foreigners  ahall  not  be  obliged  to  reside  within  the  territory  of  the  Bepnblio, 
but  they  must  abide  by  the  resCnctiona  imposed  npon  them  by  the  taws  in  force,  it 
being  understood  that  auy  lease  of  real  estate  made  to  a  foreigner  for  a  period  of 
time  exceeding  ton  years  shall  be  eonsidered  as  a  transfer. 

Art.  32.  The  Federal  law,  only,  shall  modify  or  restrict  the  civil  rights  enjoved 
by  foreigners  in  obedience  to  the  principle  of  international  reolprooity,  that  uiey 
may  be  Bubieot,  within  the  RepabUc,  to  the  same  inabilities  that  the  laws  of  their 
respective  countries  impose  upon  Mexicans  residing  therein.  Consequently,  the 
provisions  of  the  oivil  and  prooednre  codes  of  the  district  on  this  subject  are  to  be 
considered  as  Federal  laws  and  shall  be  binding  throughout  the  Repablio. 

Art.  33.  Foreigners,  without  forfeiting  their  nationality,  may  reside  in  the 
Republic  for  all  lawful  purposes.  The  ooqnisitiou,  change,  or  loss  of  domicile  shall 
be  ruled  by  the  laws  of  Mexico. 

Art.  31.  When  a  declaration  suspending  individual  gaaraaties  shall  be  made,  in 
the  terms  allowed  by  Article  29  of  the  constitution,  foruignera  shall  remain  on  the 
same  footing  as  Mexicans,  sulyec*  '"  *''-  "■■'"rjuini,.  nf  t.tin  lonr  iloMni-im.  aaSi\  ana. 
pension,  with  the  exception  of^tt 

Art.  38.  Foreigners  participating  U j. , .   - . 

bauished  i^om  its  territory  as  pernicious.  They  shall  be  under  the  laws  of  Mexico 
for  any  offense  or  trespasB  against  the  same,  and  tboir  rights  and  obligations  during 
a  Btate  of  war  Bhall  be  regulated  by  the  law  of  natlous  aud  by  the  treaties. 

Art.  39.  The  laws  whicheatablished  the  matriculation  of  foreigners  are  hereby  abro- 
gated. It  appertains  only  to  the  department  for  foreign  affairs  to  issue  naturaliza- 
tion papers  t-  any  foreigner  soliciting  them.  These  papers  shall  constitute  the  legal 
presumption  of  the  citizenship  of  a  foreigner,  but  they  will  not  exclude  proof  to  the 
oontrary.  The  deSniteproof^of  a  determined  nationality  shall  be  made  before  the 
oompetent  tribunals  and  by  the  means  established  by  the  laws  and  treaties. 

Art.  40.  The  present  law  does  not  concede  to  foreignera  the  lights  denied  them  by 
the  law  of  nations,  by  the  treaties,  or  by  the  laws  uctnally  in  force  in  the  Mexican 
Eepublic. 

Chapter  V.~jyanMitors  dupoaitiont. 

Art.  1.  Foreigners  that  may  have  acquired  real  estate,  having  ohildren  bom  to 
them  in  Mexico,  or  that  have  discharged  any  public  olSce  and  to  whom  reference 
has  been  made  in  Sections  X,  XI,  and  XII  of  Article  1  of  the  present  law,  shall  be 
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nnder  the  obligation  of  atAtitifc  in  writing,  to  tbo  politioul  mittiority  at  tbelr 
respective  plscee  of  reaidenM,  within  three  months  from  the  publiuatiou  ol'  the  pres- 
ent law  (onleu  they  hiive  done  bo  previoualy),  whether  they  winh  to  obtain  the 
Hezicnn  natioDality  or  to  preserve  their  condition  of  foreigners.  lu  the  lirst  case, 
they  shall  have  to  ask  ut  cmcefur  their  niitnraliEali on  papers  in  the  manner  provided 
foriD  Artide  19oftlie  present  law.  Shonld  they  omit  to  nuke  the  abuve-Dieotioned 
statement,  they  ehall  be  held  as  Meiioana,  excepting  tboee  coms  in  wbicb  an  ofBoial 
declaration  hoA  been  mailo  on  this  subject. 

ABT.  2.  Colonists  settled  within  the  territory  of  tlie  Bepnblic,  to  whom  referenoe 
baa  bt-en  made  in  the  last  paragraph  of  Article  28  of  the  present  law,  shall  malee 
their  written  statement  in  tlie  eame  terms  required  hv  the  preceding  article,  setting 
forth  the  nationality  nuder  which  they  wish  to  be  held;  and  they  shall  also  aslt  for 
their  natnralization  papera,  aa  reqaired  by  eaid  nrtii^le,  in  case  tliey  adopt  the  Mexi- 
oao  nationality. 

Art.  S.  The  Executive,  on  Issoing  the  regulations  necesaaiy  for  carrying  into  eflfeot 
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t  anii  nafjonal  landt,  nt 

general  regulaUen*  fvr  WoliAng  and  mIIIh;  eame. 

Art.  1.  The  lands  dealt  with  in  this  law,  which  are  national  property,  shall,  for  the 
porposee  required,  be  divided  into  the  following  categoriea; 

I.  Vacant  lands. 

II.  Surplus  lands. 

III.  Excess  lands. 

IV.  national  lands. 

Art.  2.  Vacant  lands  are  aXl  those  in  the  Bepnblio  which  have  not  been  pnttoany 
public  nee  by  the  antboriCy  duly  empowered  by  law,  or  ceiled  by  tlie  eame  authority 
on  on  onerous  or  gratuttooa  title  to  any  pereon  or  corporation  having  anthorlt;  to 
acquire  same. 

ABT.  3.  Surplus  lands  are  those  beld  by  private  persons  on  primordial  title  tmd  to 
a  greater  extent  than  specified,  laob  snrplua,  however,  being  within  the  boandariee 
mentioned  in  the  title  and  consequently  oonfosed  with  the  areu  fur  which  a  title 
iaheld. 

Art.  4.  Excess  lands  are  those  held  by  private  persons  daring  twenty  years  or 
more,  outside  the  boundaries  indicated  in  t&e  primordial  title  they  may  possees,  but 
adjoining  the  lands  comprised  in  same  title. 

Art.  5.  National  lands  are  suob  vacant  land*  as  hare  been  dlacovered,  surveyed, 
uid  measured  by  official  commiseions  or  duly  anthotized  oompaniee,  and  which  have 
not  been  legallv  disposed  of. 

Snoli  vacant  lands  will  also  be  considered  national  lands,  as  have  been  denonnoed 

_  ,  ,  s'that  the 

Burvey  and  measurement  of  tlie  lands  has  been  made. 

Art.  6.  Everf  inhabitant  of  tb»  Bepnblic,  of  a^  an 
tract,  ha«  the  right,  in  virtue  of  the  terms  of  this  law,  .  ..     -      - 

and  exoeee  lands  in  every  part  of  the  national  territory  and  without  restriction  aa  to 
extent;  but  natives  of  nations  adjoining  the  Bepnblic,  and  Buoh  who  have  been  nat- 
uralized in  such  countries,  can  on  no  account  acquire  vacant  lands  in  the  States  that 

. .  .  .D<diiae  granted  by  this  article  does  not  cancel  the  modifications  already 
established  by  ruling  laws,  with  regard  to  the  acquirement  by  foreigners  of  immov- 
able property  in  tlio  Bepnbtio. 

Art.  "i.  The  obligation  hitherto  imposed  on  proprietors  and  poueesors  of  vacant 
lands  te  people,  limit,  and  cultivate  them  hereby  ceases  to  exist,  and  the  persons 
who  may  not  have  complied  with  the  obligations  imposed  in  this  respect  by  preced- 
ing laws,  shall  be  exempted  from  all  penalties  without  the  necessity  of  making  a 
special  declaration  in  each  cose,  and  without  the  nation  at  any  future  period  being 
aole  to  examine,  revise,  or  amend  the  titles  already  issned,  and  much  less  recover 
the  Isnda  embodied  iu  same,  for  the  mere  omission  to  people,  limit,  and  oultivate 

Art.  8.  Tlie  prohibition  also  oeasaa  to  esiat  which  has  been  imposed  on  surveying 
oompanies  of  vacant  lands  by  article  21  of  the  law  of  December  15, 1883,  or  by  any 
other  legal  regulation,  to  diepoee  of  the  lands  whleh  have  fallen  te  them  in  compen- 
sation for  the  suTvsyliig  expensee,  in  lots  or  fractiouB  exceeding  3,600  hectares ;  and 


"%rfi; 
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if  Aaj  8ftl«  ehonld  hftve  been  made  in  lota  or  TritctioUB  of  a  larger  qiumtitr,  thU 
Hball  not  be  ooneidered  aa  a  reaeon  for  aullilio>tioQ,  nor  can  the  nation  foe  this 
reaaon  tit  any  time  recover  the  lands  ttaa  sold. 

Art.  S.  The  vacant  lands,  with  the  esoe^tioa  of  the  instance  provided  for  in  the 
fuUoning  nrticl(>,  can  odI;  be  sold  after  being  denounced,  and  by  means  of  the  atepH 
prescribed  br  this  law,  and  at  the  prices  fixed  upon  in  the  special  tairiS,  and  which 
the  fedcriil  Executive  will  sanction  in  confonnity  with  Article  12. 

Art.  10.  Tbe  snrp''"x  i^nd  ezcees,  as  well  as  vacant  lands,  held  by  private  perBons 
dnring  twenty  years  and  more  without  primordial  title,  but  with  a  legal  transfei  in 
fee,  isinud  by  prirato  p»r4oae  or  by  pnlilio  authorities  not  empowered  to  sell  vacant 
lands,  can  aiso  be  acquired  by  denouncement  or  by  direct  arrangement  made  with 
the  departneut  of  fomeeto,  ia  accordance  with  the  prescriptions  of  this  law. 

Akt.  11.  The  national  lands  can  only  be  disposed  of  by  tbe  department  of  fomento 
at  the  prices  and  under  the  conditions  it  may  decide  apon  in  each  cose,  taking  into 
consideration  the  quality  and  locality  of  tbe  lands  and  the  parpoaee  for  which  they 
are  to  be  nsed.  These  prices  can  in  no  case  be  lees  than  those  given  for  vacant 
lands  in  the  tariff  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  and  lands  can  only  be  disposed  of 
on  a  gratnitona  title  in  caaea  where,  for  reasons  of  public  ntllity,  reword  of  servioea, 
or  othor  motives,  the  law  oTpressly  authorizes  it. 

Aat.  12.  The  KxecutivB  of  the  Union,  by  means  of  the  decree,  to  be  pnbllsbed  in 
the  month  of  January  of  each  year,  will  fix  tbe  taiifi'  of  prices  of  vacant  lands  in 
each  state  and  in  the  federal  diatriot  and  territories. 

This  tariff  will  be  in  force  during  the  fiscal  year  Immediately  anbseqnent  to  its 
publication. 

Art.  13,  Two-thirds  of  the  price  obtained  by  the  sale  of  vacant,  snrplna,  or  excess 
lands  shall  belong  to  the  federal  treaanry,  and  one-third  to  tJie  treaanry  of  the  state 
in  which  the  lands  may  be  situated;  hut  neither  the  Federation  nor  the  state  oan 
refuse  to  accept  payment  in  legitimate  bonds  or  erodita,  representing  their  respective 
debt,  sbouLd  the  acquirer  of  the  land  desire  to  moke  the  payment  in  anoh  manner. 

The  price  of  vacant,  surplus,  or  exoeae  lands  situated  in  the  federal  district  and 
territories,  as  well  as  tbe  price  of  national  lands,  wheresoever  they  may  be  situated, 
shall  belong  exclusively  to  the  federal  treasury. 

Art.  14.  The  following  can  not  he  sold  on  any  title  whatever,  but  will  always  be 
under  the  jurisdiction  or  the  federation : 

I.  The  shores  of  the  sea. 

II.  Tbe  maritime  zone,  with  an  extension  of  20  meters  reckoned  from  the  edge  of 
the  water  at  high  tide  and  along  tbe  coast  of  tbe  continent  and  the  islands. 

III.  A  zone  of  10  metera  on  both  banks  of  navigable  rivers  and  5  metan  on  the 
banks  of  smaller  rivers, 

IV.  The  lands  on  which  monnroental  rnlna  may  be  fonnd,  togeOier  with  sacb 
anperficial  area  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  their  preservation. 

ART.  15.  The  vacant  lands  on  islands  in  both  oceans  can  be  sold  on  the  same  terms 
as  other  lands  of  national  propertv ;  but  on  every  Island,  over  and  above  the  marl- 
time  Eone,  an  area  of  at  least  5C  heotarea  will  be  reserved  fbr  townships  or  other 
public  usea;  and  in  case  the  island  la  not  so  eztensive,  then  the  entire  island  will  be 
reserved  for  such  pnrpwte. 

The  islands  in  navigable  rivers,  lakes,  and  lagoons  can  not  be  sold  nntll  surveya  by 
experts  have  been  mule  and  information  obtained  &om  the  head  political  authority 
of  the  respective  state,  district,  or  territory,  to  the  effect  that  there  is  no  impedi- 
ment to  the  sale. 

Art.  If!.  The  lagoons,  expanses  of  water,  and  ponds  of  national  property  which 
are  not  navigable  oi  likely  to  become  so,  as  well  as  tbe  lakes  formed  by  the  over- 
flow of  the  tide,  can  be  sold  according  to  this  law,  after  the  aurveys  by  experta  have 
been  made  and  infomiatioD  obtainedTroTii  the  competent  marine  authorities  or  from 
the  head  political  authority  of  the  respective  state,  district,  or  territory,  proving 
that  no  Impediment  exists  to  the  sate. 

Art.  17.  The  landa  referred  to  in  this  law,  the  aoqnisltlon  of  which  are  solie- 
ited  for  the  purpose  of  establisbinK  salt  works,  or  which  may  be  snitabla  therefor, 
can  also  be  aold  in  accordance  with  the  prescriptions  of  this  law,  bnt  the  depart- 
ment of  fomento  can  have  them  specially  appraised  and  fix  the  sale  at  higher  prices 
than  those  of  the  ruling  tariff,  whenever  such  oonrse  should  be  deemed  convenient. 

Art.  18.  The  department  of  fomento  can,  in  order  to  exploit  the  vacant  lands  and 
aa  long  as  no  application  for  purchase  has  been  made,  celebrate  cqntraots  for  leaae. 

Cartnenhlp,  or  other  arrangements,  whereby  the  title  Is  not  tranaferred,  •■  well  as 
tsne  regnlationa  by  which  the  exploiting  of  woods,  rosins,  and  other  products  of 
said  lands,  indicating  the  penalties  which  iulVingers  of  auch  regulations  incur,  and 
without  prejudice  to  the  prosociitioB,  administratively  or  judioiallv.  In  oonfofmity 
with  the  lawB,of  anyone  trespassingon  or  exploiting  vacant  lands  witnont  permission. 
The  leHseee  of  such  lands  can  have  tbe  right  expressed  in  their  contract,  to  bay  the 
lands  at  a  certain  price  at  any  time  when  a  person  may  aolieit  tbe  pnrobMe.    Snch 
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_,  _Ti  aDoh  terms  tbst  they  do  sot  lmp«de  tlie  eole  of  tbe  vacant  laads  referred  t  , 
and  the  laDda  most  be  deliTei«d  to  whoever  ma;  bave  deoounced  aad  Euiq aired  them, 
ftt  tbe  latest  six  moaths  after  tbo  correspoDdinE  title  hai  been  inHiied . 

In  likemanner,  every  permit  Issued  iD  acooraaace  with  Bdministrative  regulations 
for  tbe  exploiting  of  vaoant  lands  or  tbisir  prodncta  aball  be  cousider«d  as  granted, 
with  the  eonditinn  of  beinK  canceled  as  soon  *a  tbe  land  may  be  ocqaired  in  con- 
fonoity  with  this  law,  without  any  other  right  on  tbo  part  of  the  holder  of  the  per- 
mit, than  to  claim  whatever  expenses  he  may  hare  been  pnt  to  in  proportion  to  tbe 
time  bis  contract  mav  still  have  to  run. 

Art.  20.  IlieadjDdication  of  vaoant  and  national,  as  well  aa  of  sarplua  and  excess, 
lands  obtained  in  oonfonnity  with  the  steps  and  formalities  laid  down  in  this  law 
gives  the  acquirer  possoMion  of  the  land  as  against  tbe  nation  and  such  private 
persons  who  may  have  given  their  approval  of  tbe  adfadication,  or  who,  white 
opposed  to  same,  may  have  been  judicially  defeated.  With  regard  to  third  parties 
whomay  not  havereoelved  aheanng,  the  property  can  on);  be  acquired  by  prescrip- 
tion or  other  legal  title. 

Akt.  21.  The  federal  Executive  shall  have  the  right  to  temporarily  reserve  the 
vaoant  lands  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  preservation  or  planting  of  forests, 
maintaining  or  snbdoing  of  Indians,  or  oolonization,  on  such  t«rmB  as  are  prescribed 
by  law, 

Ckutxx  II. — Stgarding  tJie  moniur  of  oo^iriR^  tkt  landi  refeirtd  to  1»  M»  lav. 

Aat.  32.  In  order  to  carry  ont  the  matter  relating  to  vacant  lands,  agencies  will 
be  established  in  the  states,  federal  district,  and  territories,  persons  nominated  by 
the  department  of  fomento  being  in  charge  of  snob  agencies.  The  number  of  these 
agents  will  vary,  the  territory  within  which  they  are  to  exercise  their  functions 
being  clearly  denned,  and  for  every  agent  one  or  mora  substitutes  will  be  named. 
'I'hev  will  not  receive  any  salary  fbim  the  federal  treasury,  bnt  will  charge  their 
emolnments,  in  accordance  with  the  tariff  issned  by  the  department  of  fomento,  for 
such  purpose. 

Art.  23.  The  denonnoement  of  vacant  lands  must  be  made  to  the  agent  of  the 
department  of  fomento  within  whose  territory  tbe  land  is  situated,  and  the  denounoer 
must  present  a  written  document  in  dnpllcate,  clearly  specifying  the  location  of  the 
land  and  the  boundaries  which  separate  it  from  any  other  property. 

Art.  24.  On  the  document  being  presented,  the  agent  shall  register  the  some  in  a 

Zcial  booh  and  in  the  presence  of  the  denonncer,  indicating  the  day  and  hour  of 
presentation  in  the  book,  as  well  as  on  the  docoment  and  ita  daplicate,  tbe 
latt«r  being  at  once  letomed  to  tbe  denonncer  for  the  preservation  uf  his  righta. 

Art.  26.  Within  fifteen  da^s  following  tbe  presentation  of  the  document  of 
denonnoement,  the  agent  will  investigate  whether  tbe  land  denoanced  has  Deen  snr- 
veyedorisreBervedforfbresta,  coloni7«tion,  orsabdningof  ludinns,  or  for  any  other 
reason  is  in  the  poaseesion  of  the  public  treasury.  In  case  none  of  the  foregoing 
cases  occur,  he  will  proceed  to  admit  the  denoancement  and  pose  it  through  the 
conrse  laid  down  In  the  regulations  of  administo^tlve  procednre. 

Akt  26.  Tbeagenl«  will  not  pass  tbe  denoanoements  presented  to  them  regarding 
landa  denounced,  forwhich  titles  have  been  given,  hut  in  all  cases  they  will  register 
such  denounoements,  and  the  decisions  they  may  oome  to  regarding  the  throwing 
out  of  a  denoancement  will  be  subject  to  the  revision  of  the  itepattment  of  ibmento 
in  accordance  with  the  established  regnlations. 

Art.  27.  Every  denouncement  of  vaoant  lands  will  be  pnblishsd  both  in  the  local 
paper  of  the  town  where  the  agency  Is  situated,  as  well  as  in  tbe  oflBoial  periodic*! 
of  the  capital  of  the  state,  district,  or  territory  within  whloh  anch  lands  may  be 
■itnated,  and  for  tbe  time  and  in  the  form  that  may  be  specified  by  the  regulations. 

The  expenses  of  such  publication  shall  be  paid  by  the  denouncer,  as  well  as  tbe 
meaanremeut  aiid  snrvey  of  the  lands,  which  shall  in  eaoh  case  be  carried  ont  after 
notifying  the  adjoining  proprietors,  by  a  licensed  surveyor,  who  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  denonncer  with  ttie  approval  of  tbe  agent. 

Akt.  28.  Bhonld  tbe  vacant  land  which  has  been  denounced  be  bounded  on  all 
aides  by  private  property,  it  may  preserve  its  actual  :Bgure,  whatever  that  may  be. 
Should  it  only  be  bonnded  in  part  by  lands  of  this  class,  the  sides  which  maybe 
newly  laid  oil  shall  be  rectilinear,  and  the  angles  shall  he  as  little  aoute  and  aa 
obtuse  OS  may  be  possible.  If  it  should  be  entirely  surrounded  by  vaoant  lands,  the 
flgore  shall  form  a  eaoare. 

When  the  vacant  land  denounceil  la  close  to  private  property,  the  boundaries  of 
tbe  latter  shall  be  adopted  for  tbo  land  denounced,  or,  should  the  denoanoer  prefer 
it,  a  distance  of  not  leas  than  1  kiliinii'tcv  sball  lie  left  between  the  two. 
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AiiT.  29.  The  plan  of  tbe  land  denonnoed  having  been  prepued,  the  •dtt«tb  made, 
and  the  perioda  aaving  elapsed  as  determiDed  by  the  regiilatioas  for  procedure,  and 
always  provided  that  within  snch  period  do  oppoeition  should  have  beeo  presentod, 
tbe  agent  will  take  a  copy  of  the  proceediDSs  and  of  the  plans,  with  the  objaot  of 
foTwardine  the  same  to  the  department  of  fomeato  for  revision,  tbrough  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  ceapective  state,  who  will  report  on  the  saUJect  aa  he  may  deem  most 
convenient. 

Art.  30,  The  department  of  fomento  having  revised  the  oopies  of  the  proceedings 
and  of  the  plan,  and  finding  that  all  the  requisite  steps  as  deoiandedby  tbe  low  and 
regulations  have  been  complied  with,  and  that  the  measntements  and  anrveys  have 
been  carried  out  in  due  form,  the  said  department  will  adjudioato  the  land  to  the 
denonncer  und  will  notify  him  to  pay  the  price  thereof,  in  order  that  a  title  may 
be  isaned  to  him  for  the  ownership  of  the  same.  Tbia  notification  will  be  made  by 
the  agent  before  whom  tbe  deuooDoement  has  been  made,  always  provided  that  the 
denouncer  does  not  reside  in  the  capital  olty,  or  haa  not  aathorised  any  person 
therein  to  represent  him. 

Art.  31.  The  price  of  the  vacant  land  denounced  will  be  that  which  is  determined 
by  the  tariff  in  force  at  time  of  the  deno nn cement,  and  sball  be  paid  within  the  two 
months  fallowing  the  decision  of  the  department  of  fnmento,  nnder  which  the  land 
is  adjudicated.  Shoald  this  period  lapse  witboiit  the  presentation,  in  said  depart- 
ment, of  the  vouchers  proving  such  payment,  the  denounoer  will  lose  all  the  rights 
whidi  he  ma;  have  acquired,  and  tbe  lands  will  be  incorporated  with  the  national 
lands.  If,  on  the  conti'ar;,  each  vonchers  should  be  preaented  in  doe  time,  the  title 
to  tbe  land  will  be  made  ont  and  delivered  to  the  denonnoer. 

Art.  33.  If,  on  tbe  conclusion  of  tbe  proceeding  for  denouncement,  the  department 
of  fomento  abuuld  consider  that  tbe  land  in  question  onght  to  be  reserved  for  public 
use  or  for  any  of  the  objects  authorized  nndeT  the  present  law,  it  will  have  power 
to  refuse  the  adjudication  of  the  same  to  the  denonncer  and  to  add  it  to  the  national 
lands ;  but  in  such  case,  the  denonnoer  will  be  indemuiSed  for  the  expenses  which 
he  may  have  incurred  in  the  denouncement  and  meaenremBot  of  the  land  and  in  the 
course  of  tbe  proceedings  iu  the  department. 

Ari'.  S3.  The  agents  will  suspend  all  proceedings  as  soon  as  any  opposition  la  pre- 
aented  relating  to  tbe  land  in  question,  when  it  is  formulated  in  such  a  manner  that 
theexact  area  of  the  lanils  can  not  be  detenuined,  Sboold  the  opposition  clearly 
refer  to  only  one  specitic  part  of  tbe  land,  the  adniinietrativo  proceedings  will  oon- 
tiuue  so  far  as  relates  to  tbe  laud  not  iucluded  In  the  opposition,  always  provided 
that  the  denooncer  so  petitions ;  and  with  respect  to  that  whirb  ia  affected  by  the 
opposition,  the  proceedings  will  be  carried  before  the  district  court  of  the  atate, 
district,  or  territory  in  wLich  the  lands  are  situated. 

Art.  34.  The  opposition  suit  will  be  investigated  with  intervention  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  attorney  as  representative  of  the  public  treasury,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  of  procedure  provided  by  the  laws  in  fedenil  c]uestiona,  for  summary  decisions, 
tbe  decision  of  tbe  conrt  of  second  instance  allowing  no  appeal. 

Art.  35.  Tbe  fioal  decision  which  may  be  pronounced  with  respect  to  an  opposi- 
tion will  always  contain  a  speciflo  declaration  with  respect  to  costs,  and  a  copy 
thereof  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Innd  agent  in  order  that  he  may  add  it  to  the 
ad  mini  strati  ve  proceedings.  Hhould  the  decision  he  entirely  adverse  (o  the 
denouncer,  the  denouncement  will  be  considered  as  not  made  iu  so  for  as  it  attaoks 
the  rights  of  the  oppo&er;  and,  lastly,  if  it  should  be  entirely  adverse  to  the  latter, 
the  denouncement  will  be  allowed  to  run  its  coarse  as  if  no  oppoeition  hod  been 
presented. 

Akt.  36.  The  department  of  fomento  will  have  power  to  refnse  tbe  adjudication  of 
vacant  lands  when  these  are  denounced  along  the  river  banks  or  water  courses,  and 
when  through  such  deuoun cement  these  should  be  rendered  useless  by  depriving 
the  adjoining  proprietors  of  access  to  the  river  or  water  course,  Iwcanse  as  for  as 

Eoesihle,  all  Fots  wnlch  may  he  formed  out  of  vacant  lands  orossmg  a  streiun  ataall 
ave  free  access  to  the  same. 

Art.  37.  The  aaents  can  only  suspend  denonncement  proceedings  by  reason  of 
opposition ;  but  for  no  other  reuaon  and  in  no  other  case  will  they  be  allowed  to 
suspend  such  proceedings  oi  to  extend  the  periods  speoilled,  and  once  these  are  con- 
cluded they  shall  take  a  copy  of  tbe  proceedings  in  their  order  of  presentation,  and 
shall  forward  the  snme  to  the  department  of  fomento,  so  that  it  may  declare  the 
ahandonmeut  by  tbe  tardy  denonn<:er,  making  the  agent  responsible  for  the  same. 
Once  the  denouncement  shall  Lave  been  declared  lapsed,  be  will  not  be  allowed  to 
denounce  the  same  vacant  laud  within  one  year  of  his  iirst  denouncement  having 
been  so  declared. 

Art.  38.  The  exccM  and  aurplns  lands  of  a  property,  as  well  oa  tbe  lands  referred 
to  by  ArticlolOuf  the  present  law,  may  he  aci|Lilreit  by  denouncement  after  fulfilling 
the  provisions  of  the  previous  article,  or  by  direct  application  to  tbe  department  or 
fomento,  which  has  authority  to  make  arrangemeuts  in  everything  that  leftn  to  tbe 
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uatianal  interesta,  eithor  declaring  that  do  vaeuit,  aseew,  or  Hnrplas  lands  exist 
within  thebonndftTieaof  apropertj,  or  else  determiDiDg  that  ourh  vauaol,  excess,  or 
earplue  lands,  if  foand,  should  be  ailjadioated  to  the  owner  of  said  property. 

AJrr.  39.  The  following  requisites  wLU  be  iadispensable  for  the  eseoation  of  the 
HettlementB  referred  to  in  the  prevloas  artiole ; 

.    iq-.^.i  !.._...  :.       .         leated  by  ft  iiconeert  Biirves 

IK  drawn  to  the  scale,  an  .      ... 

filiations, 
e  consent 

of  all  and  each  of  the  adjoining  owners  to  the  boundaries  which  the  plan  shows  for 
the  lands  un  which  the  sottlennDt  is  to  be  made,  or  that  if  any  diflerenoe  shonld 
have  arisen  with  reapect  to  ench  bonndaries,  it  has  been  decided  by  a  final  sentence 
and  is  claaaed  as  a  settled  qaestion. 

The  law  will  coniideias  asuffloient  proof  of  the  oonsent  of  the  a^oiuing  proprie- 
tors any  one  of  the  following  oondttions: 

(a)  A  public  instrnmant  ezocnted  before  a  notary  or  judge  authorized  to  execute 
pnhlio  instrnments. 

(b)  Appearance  before  a  judge  of  first  instance. 

(e)  Appearanoe  before  the  land  agent  of  tbe  dietriot  in  which  the  property  is  sit- 

III.  That  the  original  titles  shonld  be  presented  in  legal  form,  or,  if  reqaired,  the 
■ubeeqaeut  transfers. 

IV.  That  the  last  deed  or  transfer  shonld  also  be  presented  in  legal  form,  after 
having  been  dnly  recorded  in  the  property  registry  of  the  district  or  canton  in  which 
the  lands  in  qneation  are  sttnated. 

V.  That  the  original  or  certified  oopy  of  the  report  rendered  before  the  district 
oonrt  shonld  be  presented,  proving  the  occupation  of  the  laud  or  of  the  excess  or 
Rorplns  lands  dnring  tbe  period  required  under  this  law. 

Art.  40.  Once  the  reqni""'*"  .i~".~..-i— i  i."  ji.~  w— ..;««-  . 

thedepartment  of  foment.       ,, .     .      .. 

within  tbe  limits  of-arertatn  property,  or  adjudicate  such  vacant,  exoese,  or  surplus 
lands  that  may  be  therein  found  to  the  possessor  of  tile  aaihe,  on  payment  of  the 
price  specified  by  the  tariff  which  is  in  force  at  the  time  when  anch  lands  were  peti- 
tioned for,  and  with  the  rebates  which  this  law  grants  to  panons  in  possession 

Art.  11,  The  national  lands  will  be  sold  by  the  department  of  fomento,  for  cash  or' 
on  time,  and  at  prices  agreed  upon,  always  provided  that  they  shall  in  uo  case  be 
lower  than  those  which  are  speciiled  in  the  tariff  in  force  at  the  time  of  making  the 
sale.  After  receiving  the  reports  which  it  may  deem  necessary,  the  department  of 
fomento  will  be  empowered  to  grant  or  deny  tbe  sale,  and  even  to  Krant  time  for  the 
payment  of  the  price;  but  in  this  latter  osee,  no  title  will  bo  issued  to  tbe  pnrcbaeer 


IS  lands  will  be  entitled  to  a  rebate  of  66  per  cent 
e  in  possession  of  surplus  and  vacant  lands,  uuder 
a  deed  of  transfer,  and  ocoapation  for  more  than  twenty  years,  will  bo  entitled  to  a 
rebateof  50  peiceoton  tbe  above-mentioustl  tariff  prloe,whiletberebate  will  only  be 
S3  per  cent  for  the  occupiers  of  vacant  lands,  under  a  deed  of  transfer,  with  posses- 
sion for  more  than  ton  years  and  less  than  twenty. 

Art.  43.  For  the  tennof  one  year  from  tbe  date  on  which  this  law  comes  into  force, 
only  tbe  occupiers  of  vacant,  excess,  or  surplun  lauds,  to  whom  the  previons  article 
refers,  will  be  allowed  to  petition  for  the  possession  of  the  same,  aner  which  time 
such  lands  will  be  liable  to  denonnoement  by  any  other  person,  thongh  such  denonncer 
will  hare  no  right  to  a  rebate  in  the  price. 

After  the  lapse  of  the  year  above  mentioned,  even  in  the  cose  of  the  land  being 
denounced  by  a  third  party,  the  occupier  will  have  the  right  of  prefereoce  in  the 
atiiudication  of  tbe  land  in  qneetiou,  always  provided  that  he  avail  himself  of  such 
rij^bt  before  the  statement  is  forwarded  by  tbe  rcHpective  agency  to  the  department 
of  fomeuto,  and  on  condition  of  bis  paying  eipenses  incurred  in  the  denonncement. 

Art.  44.  From  the  dateon  which  this  law  takes  effect,  all  laws  or  resolutions  which 
prohibit  the  preemption  of  vacant  lanils  are  revoked.    Any  person  will,  therefore 


Lud  tbn  nature  of  the  title  which  protect  him, 
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Chaptbr  IV, — Of  t)ie  grand  regittry  of  property  in  the  Republie, 


originAl  titles  lo  v 

of  Mttlementa  already  mode  o 

fomento. 

Art.  46.  The  grand  registry  of  property  in  the  Repoblio  will  be  apnbllo  office,  and 
all  pablio  or  private  persona  wlio  may  bo  demand  it  will  be  allowed  to  examine  and 
aeb:  for  certified  or  plain  oopiea  of  the  record  and  plana  which  are  there  kept. 

Art.  47.  The  recording  of  titles  in  the  grand  registry  of  property  in  the  Republic 
will  be  entirely  voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  owners  and  occnpiers  of  landB,  and  for 
that  very  reason,  the  omission  of  snoh  record  will  -not  deprive  them  of  any  of  the 
rights  which  pertain  to  them  In  accordance  wiUi  the  laws  iu  foroe,  but  they  will  not 
enjoy  the  privileges  which  are  conoeded  to  holders  of  registered  properties. 

Art.  48,  All  titles  to  properties  nhtob  are  recorded  in  the  grand  registry  of  prop- 
erty in  the  Republic  will  be  considered  by  the  federal  Government  as  perfeot,  irre- 
vocable, and  exempt  from  every  class  of  revision .  Consequently,  with  respect  to  the 
government  and  anthorities  of  the  nation,  the  effect  of  tbe  record  will  be  snah  that 
none  of  these,  whatever  may  be  their  rank,  nor  any  of  their  agents  whatever,  will 
at  any  time  be  allowed  lo  demand  tbe  presentstion  of  the  original  titles  or  docn- 
ments,  and  still  lesa  subject  them  to  an  inspection  or  revision  of  any  class  whatever, 
as  the  simple  certificate  of  registry  will  serve  the  purpose  of  a  perfect  and  irrevocable 
title,  and  under  no  pretext  wUl  any  rectification  of  the  area  of  tbe  registered  property 
be  allowed. 

Art.  49.  With  rpspeottothedenouncementaof  land  which  are  inolnded  within  the 
limits  of  a  property  recorded  In  tbe  grand  registry  of  property  of  the  Republic, 
whether  the  denouncement  is  made  on  the  plea  that  such  lands  are  vacant,  exceu,  or 
earplug  lands,  the  registry  will  serve  tbs  purpose  of  declaring  the  denouncement  at 
once  to  be  entirely  iuadmissible,  and  it  shall  tie  so  declared  as  soon  as  tbe  certificate 
of  registry  is  presented,  but  without  prejudice  to  tbe  revision  of  saoh  declaration 
by  the  department  of  fomento,  as  provided  in  Article  26. 

Art.  60.  With  respect  to  the  adjoining  proprietors  of  an  estate  of  land  which  ie 
recorded  in  the  grand  registry  of  property  in  the  Kepnbllc,  snoh  registry  will  have 
the  same  effect  as  that  which  the  laws  attrihate  to  a  valid  and  perfect  title,  as 
long  as  a  judicial  decision  is  not  proaoanoed  and  ordered  to  be  exeoated,  deolanng 
the  record  void  or  snbjeot  to  moditioation  In  that  part  which  conoema  the  opposing 
neighbor. 

JjtT.  51.  The  following  persons  will  not  be  allowed  to  petition  for  the  voiding  of 

I.  Any  person  who  may  have  consented  to  the  bonndaries  specified  for  tbe  property 
and  set  down  in  the  plan  which  has  served  for  the  regiittry,  whether  snob  consent 
bas  been  given  personally  or  by  any  one  of  the  predecessors  or  ownen  prior  to  tbe 
person  making  sucb  opposition. 

II.  Any  person  who,  having  opposed  the  determination  of  a  speotflo  bonndary 
before  the  registry  of  the  property,  has  lost  the  ease  in  a  court  of  law  underaspecifio 
sentence. 

Art.  62.  The  effects  attribnted  to  the  registry  of  property  in  the  prMedios  articles 
will  not  free  the  poHsesaoTS  of  land  front  the  obligation  of  allowing  the  limits  or 
bonndaries  of  tbe  same  to  be  identified  by  the  Government,  by  its  agenta,  or  by  pri- 
vate persons  who  may  have  an  interest  ttierein,  in  oil  thoae  oases  in  which  snob 
identification  is  carried  out  in  aooordance  with  law. 

Art.  53.  No  registry  of  land  or  property  will  be  verified,  except  by  a  speoLal  reso- 
lution of  the  department  of  fotnento,  which  reaolutlon  wiU  be  preeervM  with  Uie 
plan  of  the  estate  or  laud  in  question. 

Art.  64.  Every  registry  will  lucliidit: 

I.  The  name  of  the  porson  who  petitions  for  it. 

II.  The  name  under  wbirh  tbe  estate,  property,  or  land  which  it  is  desired  to 
register  is  known,  or  that  which  bas  been  given  to  it  by  the  proprietor. 

III.  The  situation  of  the  estate,  property,  or  land  with  relation  to  the  politioal 
division  of  the  national  territory,  setting  forth  at  least  tbe  State,  dietrict,  oanton,  or 
mnnioipality. 

IV.  The  boundoriea  of  the  estat«,  property,  or  land  iu  the  whole  of  its  perimeter, 
specifying  as  far  as  possible  the  fixed  points  which  can  be  easily  identified,  or  arti- 
ficial monuments  of  a  solid  and  permanent  construction. 

V.  Date  and  extracts  of  all  the  original  titles  which  serve  as  a  basis  for  the 


D  favor  of  the  person  peti- 

Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 
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VII.  All  the  other  dat»  and  circoDUtuiom  that  may  be  demanded  by  the  admluii- 
trative  regDlatioiw. 

Art.  5S.  The  department  of  fomento  will  not  grant  the  rogUtry  of  a  property 
'   DDtil  the  following  requisites  have  been  fulfilled  with  reepeot  to  the  same: 

I.  A  declaration  extended  by  the  .aome  departniant  that  every  interest  of  thn 
nation  is  satlefled,  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  the  property  or  land  in  qnaation. 

""'"'  '"  '  ■-    -      -     -..  [igthBr«„ 

1  which  the 

Itl.  PreaentatioD  of  the  plan  of  the  land  or  property  with  all  the  requiaitea  that 
are  demanded  by  Section  I,  Artiele  39. 

IV.  Proof  of  the  consent  of  each  and  all  the  adjoining  propriaton,  with  the 
bonndariea  apeoilied  for  the  land  in  the  plan  In  the  form  aa  set  iVirth  In  SeoUoo  II  of 
the  above-mentioned  Article  39,  or  proof  that  the  adjoining  proprietor  who  dlBputea 
the  bonndary  has  been  duly  defeated  before  the  conrta. 

Art.  5^.  Each  inscription  will  have  reference  toons  eole  estate  or  property,  and 
oouneqnently  no  inscription  will  be  allowed  to  include  any  lanik  whatever  which 
are  not  nnited  and  constitttte  one  sole  property,  although  they  may  belong  to  one 


not  be  necessary  that  it  ahonid  be  Issued  in  the  name  of  the  person  who  exhibits 
the  same,  bnt  the  proprietors  of  lands  will  have  the  right  to  petition  that  the  name 
of  the  person  in  whose  favor  an  inscription  haa  been  made  nhonld  be  changed,  pre- 
senting at  the  same  time  to  the  grand  registry  of  the  property  of  the  Bepnbno  a 
public  inatmment  showing  that  they  are  the  legitimate  snoceasors  to  the  private  or 
general  title  of  the  penon  in  whose  favor  the  inscription  ia  made,  always  provided 
that  BQch  document  be  duly  inscribed  in  the  pnblio  registry  of  property  In  the  dis- 
trict or  county  in  which  sncfa  lands  may  be  eitnated. 

Art.  58.  In  oaae  any  land  or  property  already  registered  ahonid  in  any  way  be 
BnbdiTided,  the  correapondlng  note  is  to  be  made  on  the  original  inacription,  and  a 
new  registry  made  with  reapeet  to  every  fraction  or  subdivision  that  may  have  been 
transferred  to  another  owner,  always  provhled  that  at  the  opeaing  of  the  new  regis- 
try, the  interested  party  shall  not  omit  to  present  and  recori!  the  plan  of  the  suM: 
vision  in  question,  and  that  the  proper  annotationsshall  be  made  on  the  original  plan 
of  the  divided  jiroperty. 

Abt.  59.  Outside  of  the  coses  of  tranafer,  diviaion,  or  subdiviHion  of  a  regiat«red 
property,  as  referred  to  in  the  two  preceding  articles,  an  inscription  may  only  be 
altered,  modified,  or  canceled  in  accordance  with  a  final  sentence  which  has  been 
classed  ae  the  termination  of  a  question  and  has  been  pronounced  by  a  competent 
Federal  Judge  or  tribunal  with  respect  to  the  bitnation  of  the  land  treated  of,  and 
declaring  that  the  inacription  woe  void  or  that  it  must  he  alt«red  or  modified.  The 
only  legal  reason  for  declaring  thenullity  or  modification  of  an  inscription  shall  be 
the  proof  of  its  having  been  granted  nmler  error  or  fraud,  or  that  the  previona  requi- 
sites eatabliahed  by  law  have  not  been  fulfilled.  The  Government  attorney  will 
always  be  beard  In  these  suits  and  be  considered  aa  a  party  to  the  same. 

Art.  60.  The  department  of  fomento  will  notify  the  land  agents  of  the  propartleB 
which  may  have  been  inscribed  in  the  grand  regiatry  of  propnrty  in  the  Republic, 
and  which  may  besitnatcd  within  the  timits  of  their  Jurisdiction,  inorder  that  under 
no  pretext  will  they  udmit  a  denonncement  of  the  same  or  of  any  part  of  the  lands 
which  tbey  include. 
'--  -    A  tax  wil 

,>nblic,  and  tbiatax  will  be  p:        _  .^  .,     .  .._    ,_ 

in  which  each  inscription  ia  made  and  in  accordanoe  with  the  following  tariff: 

For  the  properties  that  measure  leas  than  10,000  hectares  a  tax  will  be  paid  at  the 
rate  of  1  cent  per  hectare,  always  provided  that  in  no  caee  shall  the  tax  omonnt  to 
less  than  $2. 

The  properties  which  meaanre  more  than  10.000  and  tees  than  50,000  hectares  will 
pay  the  above-mentioned  tax  of  I  cent  per  hectare  on  the  Hret  10,000  and  half  a  cent 
per  hectare  on  all  the  excees  above  that  area. 

On  those  properties  which  ma;  measnre  more  than  60,000  hectares,  the  tax  will  be 
paldas  above  specified,  and  one-quarter  of  a  cent  for  each  hectare  that  ma;  exoemt 
EO,000. 

Theee  taxee  will  be  paid  on  one  sole  occasion,  bnt  dnea  will  be  collected  according 
to  the  tarifT,  which  will  be  approved  by  the  department  of  fomento,  on  all  certified 
copies  which  may  be  issaed  of  an  inscription  or  of  tbe  annotations  to  the  same,  in 
cosoof  a  change  of  proprietors  or  division  of  the  Innd,  and  auch  taxes  will  also  be 
paid  in  levenne  stamps. 

Art.  62.  The  chief  of  the  bureau  of  the  grund  registry  of  property  In  the  Repub- 
lic will  ezeonte  a  bond  for  not  less  than  SIO.OOO  In  snswer  for  the  loaaea  which  tbe 
public  treaanry  or  private  individnala  may  suffer  through  &and  or  omisaion  in  the 
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inaoriptions  that  hs  n 

with  respect  to  the  re  „  .  ,  . 

only  cease  when,  in  apite  of  suoh  Dbseryatioaa,  the  order  Bhoold  ba  repeated. 

Chapter  V. — General  prorintnw. 

Art.  63.  The  titlea  isaned  by  competent  aathority,  in  accordance  with  the  lawa, 
and  eapeoiHlly  those  which  the  deparCmeiit  of  fomento  may  have  ezeouted  Bince  the 
coming  into  forceof  thelaw  of  the  20th  of  July,  1863,  are  declared  exempt  fh>m  every 
cluH  of  revision,  snch  titles  expressly  confirming  and  ratifying  all  that  refers  to  the 
iDtereet  of  the  pnlilie  treosnry,  and  they  shall  not  In  future  be  nnlliSed  or  modified, 
except  on  acconnt  of  error  or  fraud,  dnly  declared  by  the  competent  tribunals  of  the 
federation,  in  a  judgment  which  hoa  the  authority  of  aanttled  question.  Neverthe- 
leaa,  the  above-mentioned  titlea  will  only  protect  the  lant  a  included  within  the  area 
to  which  they  refer,  and  within  the  boundaries  therein  specified,  and  can  not  be 
extended  to  any  greater  area  or  to  any  other  booodaries. 

Akt.  61.  The  transfers  of  vaoaat  and  national  lauds  made  by  the  department  of 
fomento  by  way  of  compenaation,  are  also  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed  under  the 
aforementioned  conditions  and  so  far  as  concerns  the  interest  of  the  public  treasury, 
as  well  as  the  declarationa  made  by  the  same  department  certifying  that  cert^n  pro^ 
ertles  do  not  oontai  u  vacant,  excess,  or  surplus  lands;  and  snon  transfers  and  declara- 
tions can  onl^  be  declareil  null  ana  void  tnroDKb  a  final  decision,  pronounced  by  tbe 
competent  tribunals  of  the  federation,  deolarliiK  that  they  have  been  obtained  by 
error  or  frand. 

Aht.  66.  HLvery  original  title  to  vacant  lands  which  may  hare  been  issned  by  com- 
petent anthority  and  in  compliance  with  all  the  Tsquialtes  iu  foroe  at  Uie  time  of 
such  isane,  is  perfectly  legal  and  valid,  and  therefore  reqnlres  no  revision,  ratiSoa- 
tion,  or  conflrmation  of  any  class  whataoever,  always  provided  that  snch  title  ahonltl 
agree  with  the  area  and  specifled  bonndariea  of  the  land,  or  that  any  errors  therein 
should  have  been  rectified  by  an  arrangement  carried  ont  with  the  competent 
authority. 

The  above  provision  does  not  modily  the  others  of  'Qie  present  law  in  reference  to 
properties  which  are  inscribed  in  the  grand  regiatry  of  property  in  the  Rspnblio, 
the  poBsesaora  of  which  will  only  be  obliged  to  permit  the  venfloation  of  the  bonnd- 
aries,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Article  52. 

Aht.  66.  I'he  engineers  wbo  may  mahe  the  surveys  of  vacant,  national,  exoesa, 
or  surplos  landa  will  be  responsible  nnder  the  civil  code  to  tbe  public  treasnry 
for  the  loss  and  damage  which  they  may  oanse  to  the  same  by  their  negllgenos  or 
ignorance  in  tbe  exeoution  of  tbelr  work,  and  withont  prejudice  to  the  penalties 
which  they  may  inonr  in  case  of  error  or  fraud,  in  acoordanoe  with  the  pcnial  laws 
on  the  subject. 

Art.  67,  The  prohibition  and  legal  incapacity  now  attached  to  eominnnitlea  and 
civil  corporations  for  the  possession  of  real  estate  will  continue  to  subsist;  and  the 
governments  of  the  states,  with  the  help  of  the  federal  authorities,  will  oontinuo  to 
survey  and  subdivide  the  lands  forming  town  commons  or  town  sites  amongst  the 
residents  of  their  reepeotive  towns,  always  provided  tbat  such  operation  has  not 
already  been  carried  out ;  and  they  will  snbjeot  tbttmeelvea  to  the  boundaries  stipu- 
lated in  the  oonceaaions  granted  to  the  towns,  either  by  tbe  Spanish  Government 
durlne  the  colonial  period,  or  by  the  state  governments  daring  the  period  when 
they  disposed  of  tbe  vacant  lands.  In  case  tbe  conoeaaion  should  not  specif  either 
the  area  or  the  bouudaries  of  said  lands,  a  square  leagne  will  be  assigned  to  each 
town,  in  accordance  with  the  old  provisions,  always  provided  that  there  should  be 
enongh  vacant  lands  to  make  that  reserve  without  invading  private  property  or,  on 
the  other  hand,  taking  a  larger  area  from  the  vaoant  lands  than  that  expressed  by 
the  oonceaeion. 

Aht.  68.  If  an;  township  should  possess  excoM  or  surplus  lands  nnder  tbe  title  of 
common,  it  can  be  allowed  to  enter  into  on  arrangement  on  the  same  condition  as  a 
private  person. 

Art.  69.  la  order  to  petition  for  the  arrangements  mentioned  iu  the  praoeding 
ortlcM,  as  well  aa  to  defend  the  town  commons,  lands,  and  forests,  from  a  legal  de- 
nouncement, and  also  to  anbdlvide  the  same  between  the  individuals  who  have  a 
right  thereto.  Judicial  penouallty  is  conferred  on  the  town  connoils  or  mnnicipal 
corporations  of  iJtie  Bepubllo,  whatever  may  be  their  denomination  under  tbe  local 

AJrr.  TO.  The  department  of  fomento  will  iaane  the  regulations  for  the  ntlllzatlou 
of  the  forests  and  vacant  lands  which  may  be  temporarily  reserved  in  acoordanoe 
with  the  authority  conceded  to  the  federal  Executive  nnder  article  31  of  the  present 
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pnrpoM  ompowerad  bv  tftw,  will  b«  constdered  aa  oontrory  to  law  and  aa  not  fon- 
Btitntiiig  any  raepoDaibility  whatever  on  Ibe  part  of  the  public  treaeary . 

Art.  72.  No  person  will  be  alloned  to  oppose  aurveyi,  or  the  ezeoutiou  of  any  act 
by  order  of  a  competeol  aathoritj,  that  may  be  necoMary  to  verify  the  truth  or 
legality  of  the  denonncement ;  bnt  nheneTer  the  jnclgioeDt  prononnced  io  tbe  rnae 
declares  tbftt  the  land  deooaaced  ie  not  vacaut,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  the  oiraer 
will  have  a  right  to  DompeDiutiou  for  the  loss  And  damage  oauaed  by  the  denounce- 
meot,  withoat  prejudice  to  the  criminal  action  tljat  may  be  taken  in  acoordatico 
with  the  la  we. 

The  aboveproviiion  does  not  in  any  way  modify  those  contained  in  articles  4S  and  49. 

Abt.  73.  TDe  simple  fact  at  having  deiionnoed  land  as  vacant  does  not  grant  any 
right  to  take  poaseasion  of  the  same,  until  the  title  is  legally  granted  in  the  furin 
and  with  the  requisites  that  are  astahlEghed  nndei  this  law. 

TKHPORARV  PROVISIONS. 

Art.  74.  The  procedin^^  with  leapect  to  the  denonncement  of  vacant  land  which 
may  be  pending  at  the  time  thin  law  comes  into  force  will  continae  to  be  followed 
before  the  district  judges  who  have  taken  cognir.auce  thereof,  and  will  be  prose- 
cuted and  decided  in  conformity  with  the  laws  which  were  in  force  when  Bnch  pro- 
ceedings were  commenced,  without  prejudice  to  tbe  rights  of  the  denonnnexfl  to 
retire  their  denouncements,  in  order  to  preaent  them  afresh  before  the  correapciuding 
land  agency  in  cose  no  opposition  hns  been  presented;  but  should  sucb  opposition 
have  been  made,  the  proceeilings  will  bo  carried  on  in  accordance  with  the  law. 

Art.  75.  The  district  judges  and  circuit  tribunals,  before  whom  may  be  pending 
ftny  matters  referred  to  by  the  preceding  article,  will  remit  to  the  departiueDt  of 
fomento,  within  the  month  following  the  date  on  which  this  law  comes  into  force,  a 
return  of  the  papers  which  may  exist  In  their  offices  with  respect  to  vacant  lands, 
•etting  forth  the  nwna  of  the  denounrer,  the  land  denounced,  the  name  of  the  per- 
son opposing  (in  case  there  be  any),  the  last  step  token,  antl  the  data  on  which  this 
took  place. 

Art,  76.  The  district  courts  and  oironit  tribunal*,  which  mar  have  taken  oogni- 
zanoe  of  questions  referring  to  vacant  lands,  will  proceed  ex  oMcio  to  cairv  nut  ''be 
provisions  of  Article  21  of  the  law  of  the  22d  of  July,  18(i3,  and  if  :hd  circulars  on 
the  subject  of  the  27th  of  July,  IS68,  and  the  26th  of  October,  1884,  declaring  as 
kbandoned  the  denoancements  in  which  no  steps  have  been  taken  without  abowing 
a  legal  motive  for  such  suspension,  and  ordering  the  reepective  paperu  to  be  passed 
Into  the  arohivea. 

Art.  77.  The  proceeding  with  respect  to  denoitnoeuiente  of  varaiit  lands  which 
may  be  pending  hefbre  the  department  of  fomento  at  tbe  time  when  this  law  comes 
into  force,  will  be  decided  in  accordance  with  the  laws  in  force  at  the  time  when 
BDoh  proceedings  were  commenced ;  bnt  the  compensations,  declarations,  and  arrange- 
ments which  may  not  be  deduitely  decided  at  that  date,  will  be  made  subject  to  the 
mles  established  by  this  law. 

Art.  78.  The  staff  and  salaries  for  the  office  of  the  grand  registry  of  property  in 
the  Uepnblic  will  be  as  follows: 

One  director $3,000 

One  first  officer 2.000 

One  second  officer 1  800 

Two  clerks,  at  $600 1,200 

One  keeper  of  the  archives 1,200 

Abt.  79.  This  law  takes  effect  throughout  the  Itepublio  on  tbe  1st  of  July  nf  the 

Geaent  year;  and  the  law  of  tbe  20th  of  July,  1863,  ns  well  as  all  others  that  may 
in  force  with  respect  to  vacant  lands  are  resciuded  from  that  date. 
Mexico,  March  26,  1891. 

MEXICAN  PATENT  LAW. 

Oonsnl-General  Barlow  also  BeDds  tbe  followiDg: 

iDasmacb  as  almost  innumerabJe  in<)uiriea  are  coming  in  as  to  tbe 
Mexican  lavr  of  patenta,  it  is  tboaght  that  the  pnblicBtioii  of  a  transla- 
tion of  BDOb  law,  together  with  explanations  as  to  the  mode  of  obtain- 
lug  patents,  may  be  found  asefnl.  The  Mexican  patent  law  was  pro- 
mulgated on  the  7th  day  of  June,  1S90,  and  amended,  only  so  for  as  its 
Article  33  is  concerned,  on  June  2, 1896.  That  artide,  in  the  original 
law,  required  that  proof  should  be  given  within  live  years  Irom  tbe 
o  E— VOL  1 36 
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date  of  the  pateut  that  the  ohjecta  or  processes  protected  thereby  were 
mannfactared  or  employed  within  the  Itepublic;  otherwise  the  pateat 
wonld  become  null  and  void.  The  amendiog  law,  as  will  hereafter  be 
seen,  provided  for  certain  extra  fees  to  be  paid  every  five  years,  in  lien 
of  mannfacturing,  etc. 

With  the  exception  of  certain  merely  "  transitory"  articles  or  clansea, 
the  following  is  a  translation  of  the  entire  Mexican  law  as  to  patents: 

AST,  1,  Any  Hexioan  or  foreigner  who  ia  the  inventoF  or  improTer  of  any  iadna- 
try  or  art,  or  of  objootH  destined  therefor,  has  the  right,  hy  virtue  of  article  28  of 
the  ooDHtitutiou,  to  the  exclusive  use  thereof  during  a  certain  numbei  of  years, 
nnder  the  rulea  and  regulatioaa  prescribed  in  this  law. 

In  order  to  acquire  this  right,  a  patent  of  invantion  or  improvement  must  be 
obtained. 

Art.  2.  Every  discovery,  invention,  or  improvement  that  may  have  lor  it«  object 
a  new  induatrlai  product,  a  new  mauuer  of  production,  or  the  new  application  of 
means  already  known  for  the  attainment  of  a  result  or  of  an  industrial  product,  are 
euBceptible  of  being  paten  ted.  Chemical  or  pharmaceutical  products  are  lilcewiseaaa- 
ceptible  of  being  patented. 

AitT.  h.  An  inventiou  or  improvement  shall  not  be  conaldered  new  when,  JD  this 
country  or  abroad,  and  prior  to  the  petition  fot  the  patent,  it  may  have  received 

Eublicity.    The  caae,  howev^,  is  excepted  when  the  publicity  may  have  been  made 
y  a  foreign  authority  empowered  to  issue  patentH,  and  when  the  inventiou  oi 
improvemeotmayhave  been  presented  in  eipoeitiona  held  within  the  territory  of  the 
Republic  or  abroad. 
Art.  i.  The  following  can  not  be  patented: 

I.  The  inveutiona  or  improvements  whose  working  shall  be  contrary  to  tbe  lawa 
forbidding  them  or  regarding  public  eeeurit;. 

II,  Bcientlflc  principles  or  diacoveriee,  when  they  are  merely  speouiative  or  are  not 
put  into  practice  by  means  of  a  machine,  apparntue,  instruments,  mechanical  or 
chemical  prooeedliiga  of  a  practical  industrial  character. 

Art.  5.  The  oonoession  of  a  patent  does  not  guarantee  the  novelty  or  tbe  UBefnl- 
uess  of  the  object  to  which  it  lelates,  nor  does  it  solve  questions  that  may  arise 
tbereftom.  Consequently,  it  must  be  granted  without  previous  eiiuiiinatian  as  to 
the  novelty  or  utility  of  the  invention  or  improvement,  or  of  the  snfiloieucy  or  iusnf- 
fieiency  of  the  descriptione  that  may  accompany  the  petition. 

Art.  6,  Tbe  conoesaion  of  a  patent  can  only  be  made  with  reference  to  one  object 
or  industrial  prooesa.  When  two  or  more  can  be  combined  among  themselvee  to 
"""iuce  the  same  industrial  result,  there  must  be  aaked  tbe  number  of  patents  that 
may  be  necessary  therefor. 

Art.  7.  The  rights  granted  by  virtue  of  the  patents  issued  in  the  Republic  for 
objects  or  ptooesaee  that  may  bave  been  or  may  hereafter  be  protected  by  foreign 
patents,  ore  independent  of  the  rigbte  that  tbe  same  may  grant,  and  of  the  effects  or 
Tesults  that  they  may  produce. 

Art.  8.  The  effects  of  a  patent  are : 

I.  To  deprive  every  person,  without  permiaaion  from  tJie  owner  of  tbe  patent,  of 
the  right  to  produce,  through  industrial  means,  the  object  of  the  invention,  or  to 
place  it  In  the  market,  or  to  sell  it. 

IT.  With  referenoe  to  a  proceaa,  machine,  or  any  other  manner  of  working  an 
inatrument,  the  effect  of  the  patent  is  to  deprive  others  of  tberij;ht  to  apply  the  proe- 
eee  or  to  nae  the  object  of  the  invention,  without  the  permission  of  the  owner  of 
Hie  patent. 

Art.  9.  The  patent  does  not  produce  any  effect  whatever  as  re^aida  a  third  party 
who  was  already  secretly  working  or  had  mode  the  preparations  necessary  for  work- 
ing within  the  Republic  the  invention  or  process,  before  the  preseulation  of  the 

Art.  10.  The  scope  of  the  patent  does  not  comprise  tbe  objects  or  proilucte  that 
mav  cross  in  tranait  the  territory  of  tbe  Sepnblio  or  may  remain  within  its  territo- 
rial waters. 

Art.  11.  f  he  right  of  petitioning  for  a  patent  for  objects  or  processes  that  may  be 
proteot«d  by  foreign  patents  can  only  be  graut«d  to  inventors  or  improvers,  or  to 
thali  legitimate  representatives. 

Art.  12.  Inventors  shall  have  the  period  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  tbe  pat- 
ent, within  which  they  shall  have  the  eicJostve  right  to  petition  for  patents  for 
]mprovemeuta. 

AKT.  13.  Patents  may  be  granted  for  twenty  years  fioni  the  date  when  the  same 
shall  have  been  issued  ;  nevertheless,  wtien  the  p:itcnts  shall  be  asked  tor  objects  or 
processes  already  protected  by  foreign  p]iioMts,  tliu  terriis  of  their  duration  can  not 
exceed  what  may  be  wanting  for  the  expiration  of  the  hrst  patents  issued  In  &vor  of 
the  petitiaoers. 
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Abt.  14.  The  term  of  a  pfttent  mav  be  ezteaded  for  five  years  at  the  diBcretioa 
of  the  Esecntive.  The  eiteaaion  oi  the  term  of  a  patent  of  iavention  inTolTw 
the  extension  of  the  term  of  the  snppleineDtarf  patents  of  improTement  relative 
thereto. 

Art.  15.  On  pa;iuent  of  a  fair  indemniJi cation,  the  Emcativo  may  appropriate  a 
patent  on  the  ^oiinil  of  public  policy  or  on  account  of  the  pattinteil  article  being  of 
•Dch  a  nature  that  its  tret  ute  is  capable  of  proving  an  inportaiit  source  of  public 
wealth.     However,  tbis  can  only  be  done  under  one  of  the  following  ci roams tanoee: 

I.  When  the  patentee  refuses  to  allow  bts  patent  to  be  worked. 

II.  When  the  macbiue,  apparatus,  instraiueDt,  or  process  is  capable  of  being  pro- 
duced or  ased  in  the  country. 

The  r^nlationa  will  determine  the  formalitiee  and  procedure  to  be  observed  in 
tbe  appropriation  of  pat«ntA  for  tbe  publis  good. 

Art.  16.  la  order  to  obtain  the  protection  of  this  taw,  application  inuat  be  made 
in  doe  form  to  the  department  or  enooiiiagement  (fomeoto),  to  wbicb  tbe  power  to 
grant  patents  belongs. 

Art.  17.  The  tirst  applicant  for  a  patent  aball  have  in  his  favor  the  presumption 
of  being  the  first  inventor,  and,  moreover,  enjoys  thii  riffht  of  possession. 

Art.  18  InveDtors,  whether  citizens  or  foreigners,  who  are  unable  to  apply  per- 
sonalty to  the  department  of  encouragement,  may  appoint  attorneys  in  fact  to  aot 
for  them,  both  in  obtaining  the  patent  and  in  lavrsuits  and  other  matters  relative 
thereto. 

Citizens  may  appoint  an  attorney  in  fact  by  a  common  letter  of  sothorization,  bat 
foreigners  must  grant  a  legnlar  power  of  attorney  duly  protucolizeil. 

Tbe  etTects  of  tbe  power  of  attorney  cease  with  the  iaane  of  the  patent,  unless  it 
be  otborwiae  stated  in  the  power. 

Art.  19.  The  petition  for  the  granting  of  letters  patent  shall  be  published  in  tbe 
official  journal  of  tbe  federal  Government  during  a,  period  of  two  months,  at  inter- 
vale of  ten  days. 

Art.  20.  During  the  period  of  time  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  article,  opposition 
prooeediugs  may  be  Instituted  by  anyone  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  granting  of 
the  natant  solicited. 

After  the  said  period  of  time  has  elapsed,  no  proceedings  by  way  of  opposition 
will  be  allowed. 

Art.  21.  Opposition  proceedings  can  only  be  iustitnted  on  either  of  tbe  following 

I.  That  the  alleged  invention  or  improvement  is  not  properly  patentable  under 
the  provisions  of  this  law. 

II.  That  such  alleged  invention  or  improvement  has  been  taken  from  descriptions, 
drawings,  models,  devices,  npparatnses,  or  methods  invented  ))y  another,  or  from 
processes  already  reduced  to  practice  by  anotber,  or,  in  general,  on  the  ground  that 
the  applicant  is  not  the  original  inventor  or  his  legitimate  repress utativK. 

Art.  22.  If  two  or  more  persons  claim  tbe  same  inveutlou,  the  first  inventor  or 
improver  of  the  object  or  process  in  respect  of  whioli  it  is  sought  Khali  be  entitled  to 
tbe  patent,  but  if  the  priority  of  invention  can  not  be  determined,  the  putent  shall 
be  granted  to  tbe  first  petitioner. 

Art.  S3.  If  opposition  proceedings  be  institnt«d,  as  determined  by  Articles  20  and 
21,  the  department  of  encouragement  shall  auuimoii  tbe  parties  and  endeavor  to 
reconcile  their  conflicting  claims.  But  if  tbis  is  not  obtained,  the  department  shall 
suspend  all  further  executive  proceedings  and  ghall  transmit  all  tbe  evidence  in  the 
case  to  the  proper  judicial  authority.  The  party  innti tilting  opposition  proceeilinge 
■hail  be  allowed  two  months  to  mahe  good  bis  action  in  court,  but  if  he  fail  to  do  ho 
within  this  time,  bis  Claim  shall  be  disallowed. 

Art.  24.  All  final  decisions  come  to  by  the  judicial  authority  shall  be  transmitted 
to  tbe  department  of  enconrageinent,  that  they  may  be  duly  enforced. 

Art  25.  Tbe  decrees  of  the  department  of  enconragement  granting  n  patent  can 
only  be  canceled  by  a  jndiolal  decision,  and  only  owing  to  the  nullity  of  the  patent. 

Art.  26.  At  the  expiration  of  the  two  months  referred  to  in  article  19,  anil  after 
tbe  OoTemraent  tax  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  nation,  the  letters  patent 
shall  be  issued  witb  reference  to  the  invention  or  improvement  sought,  provided 
always  tbat  letters  patent  covering  tbe  same  invention  have  not  previously  been 
granted  by  tbe  department  ol  t  n  courage  men  t. 

Art.  27.  Letters  patent  shall  1>n  issued  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  sbalt  have  sub- 
scribed thereto  tbe  signature  of  tbe  President  of  the  Ropnblic,  be  countersigned  by 
tbe  secretary  of  enconraKement,  and  bear,  besides,  tbe  great  seal ;  furthermore,  they 
must  contain  in  clear  language  a  description  of  tbe  discovery  or  improvement 
patented. 

Tbe  letters  patent,  with  one  of  the  copies  of  the  drawings,  samples,  modela  and 
other  matters  under  seal,  together  with  the  documents  presented  with  the  petition, 
duly  ceitiflcd  by  the  subsecretary,  shall  constitute  the  title  of  property  of  the  per- 
son who  may  obtain  the  patent. 
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Art.  38.  Letters  pa^nt  ahall  be  recorded  in  a,  special  register,  wherein  the  appro- 
priate  eutries  relative  thereto  shall  be  made. 

Abt.  29.  All  letters  patent  tbat  may  be  isBaed  shall  be  published  in  the  official 
jonmal;  and,  fnrtliermure,  every  year  a  cmecial  hook  shall  be  pnblishecl  which  most 
contain  a  clear  and  exact  description  of  the  inventions  or  improv«mentB,  as  also 
copies  of  the  drawings. 

Art.  30.  AU  pcodncta  proteot«d  by  letters  patent  shall  bear  a  mark  stating  that 
fact  and  the  nnmber  and  date  of  the  lett<}rB  patent. 

Aht.  31.  Letters  patent  shall  require  the  payment  of  a  fee  amonntiDg  to  from  fifty 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  payable  in  Mexican  dollars  or  in  Donde  of  the 
national  consolidatsd  debt. 

Art.  32.  In  case  of  the  Hxteoaion  referred  to  io  article  14,  a  new  fee  shall  be  paid 
in  conformity  with  the  foregoing  article. 

Art.  33.- The  owner  of  letters  patent  for  an  invention  or  improvement  tonat  prove 
before  the  department  of  encouragement  at  the  ead  of  each  hve  years  of  the  dnra- 
tiou  of  (be  patent,  bo  oh  to  proaervo  it  for  another  five  years,  that  he  has  made  pay- 
ment into  the  eentiral  treasury  of  the  federation  of  fi  fty  dollars  as  an  additional  fee 
at  tlie  end  of  the  first  five  years ;  seventy-five  dollars  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  and 
one  hundred  dollars  at  the  end  of  fifteen  years.  AU  these  payments  must  he  made  in 
Mexican  dollars.  The  time  within  which  these  i)ayments  have  to  he  proved  shall  be 
two  niuntbs  after  the  t«rm  of  five  years,  which  time  can  not  be  extended. 

Art.  34.  The  department  of  enoonragpment  sbatl  make  an  entry  in  the  registry  of 
letters  patent,  of  tne  fact  that  the  requirement  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  articles 
has  bi-cii  complied  with. 

Art.  35.  Letters  patent  are  null  and  void: 

I.  Whenever  they  may  have  been  issned  in  contravention  of  whnt  is  prescribed  in 
Articles  2,  3,  and  4.    Nevertheleea,  when  lettera  patent  shall  have  been  obtained  ii 


valid  in  bo  far  as  iC  relates  to  whatever  lie  may  he  entitled  to,  provided  it  does  not 
infringe  the  provisions  of  the  following  subdivision  and  tbat  no  frand  shall  have 
been  committed  upon  making  the  petition.  In  this  case,  the  patent  shall  be  limit«d 
towliat  it  should  ODtycoroprlse,  the  proceodingsrelating  thereto  being  in  conformity 
with  what  is  prescrilied  in  Article  39. 

II.  Whenever  the  object  for  which  the  patent  has  been  asked  is  different  from  that 
which  is  obtained  bjr  virtue  of  the  letters  patent. 

III.  Whenever  it  is  proved  that  the  main  object  sought  iu  the  petition  for  the  let- 
ters patent  is  comprised  within  one  of  the  cases  referred  to  in  Subdivision  II  of 
Article  21, 

The  prooeedings  to  invalidate  letters  patent  have  to  be  commenced  within  the 
term  ot  one  year  after  the  date  wlien  the  patent  shall  be  pnt  in  operation  in  the 
Republic. 

Art.  36.  An  action  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  letters  patent  invalid  before  the 
courts  may  be  instituted  at  the  instance  of  a  party,  or  by  the  att«rney-general. 

Whoever  may  work  or  have  in  operation  the  same  industry  shall  have  the  right  to 
interpose  an.  exception  and  take  part  iu  the  proceedings  of  opposition. 

Art.  37.  Letters  patent  shall  lapse— 

I.  Whenever  the  term  for  which  th(^y  were  granted  shall  have  terminated  and  may 
not  have  bettn  citended. 

II.  When  they  shall  be  given  up  in  part  or  in  their  entirety 

III.  Whenever  compliance  shall  not  h;ive  been  maile  with  the  provisions  of 
Article  33. 

Art.  38.  The  department  of  encouragement  shall  declare  the  invalidity  of  the 
patent  in  the  two  first  cases  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  article;  in  the  tbiril  caae, 
this  Clin  only  be  done  by  the  court  at  the  instance  and  request  of  the  attorney- 
general,  or  of  an  intereHted  party,  by  instituting  an  action  or  excepting. 

Art.  39,  The  declarationn  of  nullity  and  lapse  of  letters  patent  sliall  lie  pnhtisbed 
in  the  ofHcial  journal  of  the  Federal  (iovemment  and  entered  in  the  register  of 
inscriptions  of  the  department  of  enronragement. 

Art.  40.  The  deti-rmi nations  of  nullity  and  lapse  of  letters  patent  prodnce  the 
efi'ect  of  subjecting  the  inventious  or  improvements  to  public  nse. 

In  case  of  giving  up  letters  patent,  if  only  a  portion  of  tbe  same  is  given  Dp, 
the  public  hns  merely  the  right  to  use  the  portion  thiv  abandoned,  the  letters  pal«at 
remainini;  valid  as  to  the  rest  thereof.  The  abandonment  shall  be  mode  by  writing 
anil  be  entered  In  the  regi8t«r. 

Art.  41.  The  ownership  of  letters  patent  may  be  assigned  by  any  of  the  nieana 
eetablished  by  law  with  regard  to  jirivate  property,  bnt  no  act  of  assignment  or  any 
other  that  implies  the  modilication  of  tbe  right  of  property,  shall  be  pre)adlcial  to 
tbe  rights  of  third  parties,  if  the  same  shall  not  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  th« 
depariment  of  enconragement. 
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Art.  43.  ETerything  retkCing  io  thecrimu  urforj^ecy  of  letters  patent  Hhall  be  aab- 

iect  to  tbe  proviaioDB  of  the  Penal  Code  of  the  federu  iliatrlct,  and  to  those  estab- 
ished  by  too  eod«e  of  procedure. 

The  COB bhI- general  adds: 

The  foregoing  proTiaiooB  woaUl  tenni  to  bi;  AiifDcienrI}'  eie.at,  ami  it  only  remaina 
to  give  a  few  hinta  as  to  tbe  uii'thodH  nhiuli  should  be  I'luplu.vrd  by  a  iiutirMident 
foreigner  In  ordur  to  obtain  n  patent,  lu  tbx  lint  place,  hi<  Liinetapiioiiitim  attorney 
Id  fact,  who  reaidea  in  Mexico  City  cir  is  prepare<I  to  come  to  the  city  in  order  to 
apply  for  tbe  pat«Dt.  Cue  ahould  be  taken  to  give  tbe  full  noma,  addresa,  und 
ocoupatioD  of  both  the  inventor  and  the  attorney.  The  power  of  attorney  mnsC  be 
executed  in  tbe  presence  of  and  be  attested  by  a  notary  public.  Afterwards,  the 
chief  cleric  of  the  conrt,  or  some  other  oEBcial  bnving  this  duty  coat  upon  him,  must 
certify  to  the  fact  that  the  notary  is  such  and  as  to  theKenuineuesaof  the  lattereeiE- 
natnre.  Then,  the  docnment  in  taken  or  forwarded  to  the  Mexican  consul,  so  that  he 
may  "legalize,"  as  it  is  cal1t)d,  the  signature  of  the  chief  clerk,  or  other  official 
allnded  to.     Without  this  tegali  nation,  the  power  is  worthlese  here. 

When  the  power  of  attorney  airivca  in  Mexico  City,  it  ii  taken  to  the  department 
of  foreign  affairs  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  Mexicun  cimsal's  signature  legalized 
in  torn.  Then,  an  application  has  to  be  mude  to  oue  of  the  coiirta  nere  to  have  the 
power  pTOtocolized  by  a  notary.  It  is  nnnt'ceasary  to  detail  the  various  BlejiB 
whereby  the  prot«coltzation  is  effected,  bat  it  should  be  Htated  that  the  entire  ptoo- 
eas  costa  from  thirty  to  forty  dollaie,  Mexican,  including  the  translation  of  the 
docnment  into  Bpaoiah. 

It  ia  hardly  oeceaaary  to  state  that  tbe  deaoription  of  the  invention  as  well  a^  tbe 
petition  for  lettcts  patent,  etc.,  must  all  be  couched  in  Spanish.  The  Donreaidetit 
foreigner  shonld  send  his  attorney  a  complete  description  of  hia  invention— such  » 
descriptiou  aa  wonld  be  sufficient  in  tbe  United  States  or  in  England — and,  in  proper 
cases,  accompany  same  by  tbe  nsnal  drawings  in  duplicate.  All  measarements,  etc., 
should  be  put  in  accordance  with  the  metric  sjstem,  the  use  of  _which  bas  recently 
been  made  compulsory  in  Mexico.  With  reference  to  the  drawings,  vrbich  need  not 
be  of  any  particular  size,  care  should  be  taken  not  to  insert  any  English  words  od 
same.  If  it  is  deeired  that  any  words  should  be  used  iu  ooDnectinn  with  any  figure, 
■aoh  words  may  be  written  in  pencil  on  one  of  the  copies,  in  such  a  manner  that  they 


can  be  easily  erased  aud  the  Spanish  equivalents  sntistituted  ii 

Much  trouble  and  delay  will  De  saved  by  careful  attention  to  the  hitite  al>OTe  given . 

As  stated  in  Article  5  of  tbe  law,  no  examination  is  made  as  to  the  novdty  or 
utility  of  the  invention,  or  tbe  sufficiency  or  insufficiency  of  the  description.  The 
reapooaibility  as  to  these  points  Is  thus  thrown  on  the  applicant. 

It  1b  only  In  the  oaee  of  a  patent  oovering  the  same  iuveutioa  having  already  1<een 
Issued,  that  the  department  oan  refuse  to  isaue  a  pateut  properly  applied, for  aud 
anoppoaed  (see  Article  26.) 

Article  15  would  aeem  to  contemplate  tbe  issneof  regalatioDsaapplemeatary  to 
the  law.  As  a  raattor  of  fact,  however,  there  have  been  no  such  regalatioQa  framed, 
a*  yet,  and  none  would  appear  to  be  necessary,  inasmncb  as  tbe  law  itaelf  la  full, 
elear,  and  explicit. 


cniiirAiiT'A. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION. 

Obihnabna  ban  24,UOl)  iiihabitaiits.  Of  tl>e  (HIO  foreigners  io  the  city, 
more  than  half  are  AmericauB.  The  Aiitericaus  haudle  about  one-halt 
the  busioees  done  by  foreigners  in  the  distrivt. 

Tbe  city  is  Bituated  on  the  Mexican  Central  Bailroad,  226  miles  south 
of  El  Paso,  Tex.  This  railroad  traverses  Mexico  north  and  south 
&oni  El  Paso  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  1,224  miles.  The  altitude  of  Ohi- 
bnahaa  is  6,400  feet,  and  tbe  chmate  is  eqnahle  and  healthful,  without 
extremes  of  heat  or  cold.  The  city  is  lighted  by  electricity,  and  is  pro- 
vided with  horse-car  lines  and  sewerage.  Tlie  principal  public  build- 
ings are  the  Catholic  Cathedral,  the  State  capitol  ("Palacia"),  and  the 
"Hospital  Porflrio  Diaz,"  In  this  hoapitul,  a  number  of  our  conntry- 
men,  sick  and  destitnte,  have  received  medical  treatment  and  care  and 
food,  gratis. 
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The  govranuneDt  of  the  city  is  bo  similar  to  that  of  cities  of  like  size 
in  onr  own  country,  as  to  rendw  description  nnuecessary;  aud  the 
same  ia  true  of  the  State  governmetit  and  the  administration  of  justice 
generally.  There  is  an  iron  foundry,  and  manufactories  of  clothing, 
carpets,  soap,  and  ice,  and  a  brewei7.  A  furniture  factory  will  be 
started  soon.  Some  of  tliese  have  concessions  in  the  nature  of  exemp- 
tion irom  taxation  for  from  ten  to  fifteen  years. 

INDUSTRIES. 

The  principal  sources  of  wealth  in  this  district  are  stock  raising  aud 
the  mining  of  precious  metals,  silver  predominating.  The  exports  of 
ores  and  bullion  (gold  and  silver)  to  the  United  States  amouated  to 
$2,430,289.51,  United  States  currency,  for  the  last  fiscal  year.  The 
United  States  duty  on  the  lead  contained  in  these  ores  is  aansing  the 
erection  of  smelters  and  reduction  works  in  Mexico,  and  is  preventing 
the  shipment  of  greater  quantities  of  ore  to  the  United  States.  The 
exports  of  neat  cattle  for  the  last  fiscal  year  amounted  to  il3i,i56,59, 
United  States  currency. 

The  cotton  and  cotton  fabric  for  the  clothing  manufactories  here 
come  from  the  United  States.  The  woolen  dotb  is  chiefly  made  in 
Mexico,  except  fine  woolens,  which  come  from  Europe. 

This  is  not  an  agricultural  district,  the  rainfall  and  water  for  irri- 
gation being  insufficient.  But  little  of  any  article  of  food  is  prodaced 
in  excess  of  the  frauts  of  the  people. 

BAILBOA.D8. 

A  new  railroad,  the  Chihuahua  and  Pacific,  is  now  being  constructed, 
commencing  at  Chihuahua  atid  running  in  a  westerly  direction.  The 
first  section  of  200  kilometers  (125  miles)  is  to  be  completed  by  Decem- 
ber, 1899.  This  first  section  of  the  road  is  to  receive  a  subsidy  fK»m 
the  general  Government  of  $11,179.80  per  mile  in  Mexican  bonds,  equal 
to  $5,152  per  mile  in  United  States  currency.  This  section  of  125 
miles  also  receives  a  bonus  from  the  State  of  Chihnuhua  equal  to 
$2,208  per  mile,  United  States  currency.  This  railroad  will  penetrate 
a  rich  mineral,  timber,  and  cattle  country,  and  wilt  open  a  netr  and 
inviting  field  for  our  merchants  and  manufacturers. 

The  Mexican  Central  is  constructing  another  railroad  westerly  £rom 
Jimenez,  a  town  117  miles  south  of  Chihuahua  on  their  line. 

This  road,  in  its  general  direction  and  the  character  of  country  to 
be  opened  to  the  world  by  it,  is  so  like  the  one  above  mentioned,  that 
a  description  of  the  one  serves  for  the  other. 

FBIOE    OF   LABOR. 

Unskilled  laborers  on  the  railroads  and  in  the  mines  and  factories 
here,  earn  $1  per  day,  Mexican  money,  equal  to  45  cents  United  States 
currency.  Skilled  laborers  receive  about  the  same  pay  in  Mexlcao 
money,  that  such  laborers  receive  in  our  country  in  United  States 
moDey. 

IMPOSTS  FBOH  THE  UHITBD  8TATBS. 

The  principal  articles  of  Amencau  production  and  manufacture  im- 
ported into  this  district  are  mining  and  agricaltnral  machinery,  hard- 
ware, wagonsj  carriages,  household  furnltore,  blooded  animals  for 
breeding,  eewing  machines,  com  (in  seasons  of  failure  of  crop],  gro- 
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ceries,  (ancb  as  bacon,  lard,  canned  gooda,  and  crackers),  boots  and 
slioes,  bats,  and  dry  goods  geiieraUy. 

I  bare  no  means  of  learning  the  total  value  of  the  articles  imported. 

PROSPECTS  FOB  INCBBASE  OF  TRADE  WITH  THE  UNITED  8TATES. 

I  am  convinced  that  there  bas  been,  daring  the  last  fiscal  year,  an 
iBcreaae  in  the  basinCRS  and  industries  of  this  district  over  preceding 
years,  and  that  the  Americans  are  gaining  ground  commercially. 

The  supposed  prejudice  against  our  people,  because  of  a  var  fifty 
years  ago,  is  no  barrier  to  trade;  but  there  are  two  obstacles  worth 
mentioning.  One  is  the  ignorance  of  onr  solicitors  of  trade,  who  visit 
Mexico,  of  the  language,  modes  of  thought,  and  business  methods  of  the 
Hexicans,  A  man  trying  to  sell  goods  through  an  interpreter  has  about 
as  mnch  chance  of  success  as  one  courting  a  woman  in  the  same  way. 

Another  obstacle  is  the  disposition  of  niany  Americans,  not  always 
modestly  manifested,  to  reform  and  *' Americanize"  everything  with 
which  they  come  iu  contact. 

W.  W,  Muxs,  Consul. 

Chihuahua,  July  18, 1898. 


CIUDAD  JTTAREZ.' 

This  city  is  the  most  important  plaire  and  practically,  the  only  town 
in  the  district.  It  has  a  population  of  8,0U()  persons.  The  rest  of  the 
population  of  the  district  is  made  up  of  miners  and  employees  upon 
tbe  cattle  ranches. 

INDUSTRIES. 

Mining  and  cattle  raising  constitute  the  chief  iodnstries  of  the  Oiadad 
Jaarez  consular  district.  Ores  and  live  stock  form  the  bulk  of  the 
exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  operations  of  the  present  law  of  Mexico  prevent  the  establish- 
ment of  industries  in  tbe  ft-ee  zone.  The  product  of  such  establishments 
would  be  subject  to  tariff'  duties,  whether  shipped  to  the  United  States 
or  into  Mexico. 

The  Juarez  smelter,  constructed  and  operated  by  American  capital, 
is  the  only  industry  in  this  city.  Two  hundred  tons  of  ore  per  day  are 
concentrateil  at  this  plant.  Its  capacity  is  being  steadily  increased, 
and  the  company  expects  very  soon  to  operate  two  atlditional  smelters 
or  furnaces.  The  gold,  silver,  and  lead  ores  reduced  and  concentrated 
at  this  smelter  iire  shipped  to  the  United  States.  Some  of  the  product 
also  goes  to  Europe. 

Aside  from  the  smelting  and  concentrating  works  recently  established 
in  Giudad  Juarez,  there  is  no  miinufacturing  of  any  kind. 

MINERAL  RESOURCES. 

The  opening  of  the  new  mineral  country  in  the  States  of  Ohihuahua 
and  Sonora  by  the  construction  of  the  Kio  Grande,  Sierra  Madre  an<l 
Pacific  Railway,  was  the  cause  of  the  erection  of  the  Juarez  smelting 
plant.    The  raw  material  is  drawn  principally  from  mines  tributary  to 
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this  uew  liue.  TLe  road  raDS  150  miles  Ronthwest  to  Gasaa  Grandes, 
and  now  hauls  ores  to  market  from  about  tweuty-flve  mines.  All  the 
machinery  used  iu  the  coDStractiou  of  the  Juarez  smeltet  came  from 
the  United  States. 

Mining  ilevelopment  in  this  district  is  fp>iQK  steadily  forward.  In  the 
Casab  Grandes  country,  many  valuable  strikes  are  being  reported,  and 
there  is  »  steady  stream  of  prosjiectors  pounng  into  tbe  Sierni  Uadre 
Mountain-s.  The  mining  laws  of  Mexico  are  liberal  enough  to  warrant 
a  persistt^nt  search  for  treasure,  and  protection  and  secarity  are  certain 
where  a  valuable  claim  has  rewarded  tlie  labors  of  the  prospector. 

The  machinery  used  in  the  mines  recently  opened  in  the  Uasas 
Grandes  country  cornea  from  the  United  States,  and  principally  firom 
Youngstown  and  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  from  Chicago,  Pittabarg,  and 
St.  Laais. 

THE  MOBHOn  COLONIES. 

In  the  southwestern  portion  of  this  consular  district  there  are  thriving 
colonies  of  Mormons  who  number  about  7,000  persons.  They  cultivate 
the  valleys  where  irrigation  is  possible,  and  are  now  developing  the  tim- 
ber resources  of  the  Sierra  Madre  Mountains.  They  have  established 
a  canning  factory,  sawmills,  and  minor  industries;  but  the  output  ia 
consumed  by  the  people  in  that  section  of  tbe  country.  They  are  also 
engaged  in  mining  and  ran<;hiDg,  and  cattle  and  minerals  are  the  only 
exportatiuns  from  their  colonies. 

CATTLE   BAISING. 

The  tables  printed  below  show  the  quantity  and  vatoe  of  the  live 
stock  and  minerals  exported  from  this  district.  The  cattle  basiness  ia  the 
main  reliance  of  tbe  people  living  in  the  northern  section  of  the  State 
of  Chihuahua.  It  has  thrived  for  the  past  two  years,  and  prices  are 
still  maintained  so  as  to  be  i)rofltable  to  the  ranchmen  and  stock  deal- 
ers. Kansas  City  ia  the  principal  market  for  live  stock  exported  from 
this  district. 

TRACE    WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

For  the  first  six  months  of  1838,  the  United  States  exported  through 
Ciudad  Juarez  81,731,371.  Machinery  and  iron  manufactures  formed 
the  principal  items.  Machinery  entered  at  this  port  amounted  to 
(276,373,  while  iron  manufactures  aggregated  the  sum  of  (393,436, 
Lumber,  coal,  drugs,  explosives,  wood  manufactures,  furniture,  and 
canned  goods  were  the  other  items  of  chief  importance.  These  goods 
are  distributed  throaghout  the  Uepnblio. 

According  to  statistics  furnished  by  the  collector  of  customs  at  El 
Paso,  Tex.,  the  total  imiiortations  from  Mexico  at  that  port  were 
(3,824,197.  The  merchandise  all  passed  through  Ciudad  Juarez,  which 
is  across  the  Hio  Grande  Giver  from  El  Paso.  Live  stock  and  minerals 
were  the  principal  objects  imported. 

The  Unit4.'d  States  practically  controls  the  trade  in  this  portion  of 
Mexico,  with  the  exception  of  dry  goods  and  notions.  These  areimported 
from  Kurope;  and  while  articles  of  clothing  lauded  in  tbe  free  zone  and 
handled  by  the  merchants  are  cheaper  in  price,  they  are  also  inferior 
in  quality  to  similar  products  from  the  United  States.  Shoes  and  cot- 
ton goods  are  supplied  by  manufacturers  in  Mexico ;  but  there  ia  a  field, 
in  this  district,  tbougtt  somewhat  limited,  for  articles  of  this  kind  maaa- 
fiwtured  in  the  United  States. 
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Baeiness  honees  in  the  United  States  who  send  representativee  to 
Mexico  to  develop  trade  nhonld  always  selei-t  men  familiar  Dot  only 
with  the  language,  but  the  cuBtuma  of  the  Mexican  people.  Unleae 
both  are  aaderatood  by  the  commercial  traveler,  his  rival,  who  repre- 
BentB  Eoropean  establishments,  has  a  decided  advantage,  for  be  is 
iitvaiiably  conversant  with  the  Spanit^h  tongue,  and  takes  into  account 
the  value  of  a  thorough  underfltaoding  of  the  methods  of  Mexican 
inerchanta  and  their  manner  of  transacting  hnsiness.  He  is  careful  to 
iastruct  bis  employeia  to  ])ack  the  goods  a  certain  way,  and  to  fill  the 
order  to  the  least  detail  as  the  mercbants  expect,  wheo  they  make  their 
purchases. 

Tbe  reports  from  all  sectioDB  of  Mexico  are  favorable  to  a  steady 
development  of  trade  and  iodustries.  A  Btable  goveromeut  and  pro- 
tection for  capital  is  doing  much  to  develop  tbe  resources  of  the  coun- 
try. With  proper  enerfrv  and  direction  commercial  liouBea  in  the 
United  States  will  be  enabled  to  secure  a  greater  share  of  the  trade  of 
Mexico  than  is  now  enjoyed,  especially  in  clothing,  cotton  textiloB,  and 
hardware.  Trade  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  is  increasing 
every  year,  but  it  is  larger  with  European  concerns.  It  is  within 
the  range  of  easy  possibility  for  our  merchants  to  more  evenly  balance 
the  exports  with  the  imports.  The  disparity  at  present  is  too  great  to 
be  pleasing, 

EXPOETS. 

The  following  tables  show  the  quality,  the  quantity,  and  kind  of 
merchandise  exported  from  this  oonsolar  district  from  January  to  July, 
189S,  compared  with  the  ezportatioiu  from  January  to  July,  1897: 

DeeltiTed«ip«rU/r<mtk«e<ntiulaTiittrieto/CiadadJ*aret,M^iieo,tothe  United  Staltt 

during  th»  Jtrit  «ix  Monlhg  of  1S37  and  189S. 
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Charles  W.  Eindbioe,  Conral 
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CrUDAD  PORFIRIO  DIAZ.' 


Tnule  has  improved  somewfaiit  in  the  last  year.  The  city's  territory, 
generally  speakiug,  is  confined  to  the  free  zone,  which  exteuds  to  aboat 
12  miles  from  the  Bio  Grande. 

The  area  of  agricultural  lauds  is  being  greatly  increased.  There  are 
now  about  JO^OW  acres  under  cnltivation  around  the  city,  and  crops  of 
cotton,  corn,  wheat,  and  beans  are  raised.  The  coal  fields  are  being 
gieatly  developed,  especially  by  the  Fuente  Coal  Company,  a  report  of 
which  is  given  further  on. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  most  noteworthy  improvement  is  an  immense  irrigating  diteh, 
which  is  now  being  dug,  about  GO  miles  northwest  of  the  city.  It  will 
irrigate  about  26,00U  acres  of  farming  land.  The  length  of  this  ditch 
is  13  kilometers  (a  little  more  than  8  miles),  including  a  tunnel  a  mile 
and  a  qaarter  long.  A  double  conduit,  half  a  mile  in  length,  with  pipes 
6U  inches  in  diameter,  will  cross  the  Oregono  Arrozo.  All  the  pipe,  as 
well  as  the  implements  and  machinery  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
ditch,  have  been  recently  purchased  in  the  United  States.  The  ditch 
at  the  base  is  oyer  13  feet  deep. 

There  will  be  nearly  50  miles  of  lateral  ditches.  The  water  will  be 
taken  from  a  small  river  near  by,  and  there  will  be  power  enough  to 
run  a  hirge  cotton  factory  and  three  other  mills,  which  the  owner  con- 
templates building.  The  owner,  I  am  reliably  informed,  will  buy  all 
the  necessary  material  and  machinery  in  the  United  States.  The  cost 
of  the  ditch  alone  will  be  $1,000,000  (Mexican  money).' 

A  new  building,  the  Presidencia  Municipal,  is  being  constructed  here. 
It  is  to  be  furnished  throughout  with  material  from  the  United  States, 
and  is  to  cost  about  $15,000. 

A  new  street  sprinkler  was  recently  purchased  from  a  South  Bend, 
Ind.,  firm,  at  a  cost  of  $1,100,  Including  duties. 

TheMexican  International  liailroad  Company,  an  American  company, 
having  its  headquarters  here,  is  building  a  straetore  on  the  depot 
groiinds  which  is  to  be  (iO  by  32  feet,  outside  measurements.  It  is  con- 
stnicted  of  brick,  on  rock  and  concrete  foundations,  with  rock  trim- 
mings. It  is  to  be  used  for  general  purposes,  such  as  school  rooms  and 
lecture  halls,  and  will  cost  about  $.1,000  (Mexican  money). 

The  company  is  also  constructing  a  new  shop  building,  90  by  280  feet, 
which  will  be  divided  into  a  machine,  blacksmith,  and  boiler  shop,  at  a 
cost  of  about  $30,000. '  It  will  be  equipped  with  modern  machinery  and 
all  modern  appliances.  The  power  will  be  steam,  electricity,  and  com- 
'  pressed  air.  The  shops  will  have  outside  walls  of  gray  rock  from  the 
Castano  quarry,  and  dividing  walls  of  brick,  with  roof  trusses  of  steel, 
supported  by  iron  columns  and  covered  with  Fleteher  patent  roofing. 

TARIFF   BATES,    COMMEBCE,   ETC. 

The  import  dnties  remain  the  same — 17  per  cent  of  the  regular  duties. 
The  Mexican  International  Railroad  Company  is  just  completing  an 
extension  from  Keata  to  Monterey,  and  through  these  extensions 
improving  the  facilities  for  transportation. 
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AOBICULTUBE  AND  HININQ. 

The  land  is  made  prodactive  throagh  irrigation,  and  an  increased 
area  is  being  opened  up  in  this  maDoer,  each  year.  The  cotton  crop 
this  year  vill  be  abont  7,000  bales.  Track  Harming  is  carried  on  very 
finccessfully,  but  only  to  the  extent  of  supplying  this  city  and  Eagle 
Pass,  Tex. 

The  coal  fields  are  being  very  extensively  worked,  and  that  industry 
is  assuming  large  proportions.  The  Goahnila  Coal  Company  makes 
abont  13,000  tons  of  coke  per  month,  and  is  the  only  company  in  the 
Bepublic  of  Mexico  in  this  branch  of  indnstry.  It  also  takes  out  abont 
3,500  tons  of  coal  a  month. 

The  Alamo  Goal  Company  takes  out  11,000  toua  a  month,  and  the 
Fnente  Goal  Connpa.ny,  8,000  tons.  Abont  11,000  tons  are  shipped 
monthly  to  the  United  States.  These  mines  are  all  owned  and  con- 
trolled by  the  Mexican  Intematioaat  Railroad  Company, 

POSTAL  AND  BXPBESB  BATES. 

In  the  free  zone,  the  letter  rate  is  5  cents,  Mexican  silver,  for  each  15 
grams  or  fraction  thereof  (2  J  cents  )7nit«d  States  currency  per  oue-balf 
oonce);  for  a  registered  letter,  15  cents  extra.  The  Wells- Fargo 
Exprera  Company  has  permisHJon  to  carry  letters,  and  sells  stamped 
envelopes  for  15  cents  each,  Mexican  silver. 

OutHide  of  the  free  zone,  the  letter  postage  is  10  cents  for  each  15 
grams  or  fi-action  thereof,  and  15  cents  extra  for  a  registered  letter. 

To  the  United  States  and  Canada,  the  letter  rate  is  5  cents,  Mexican 
niver,  for  each  15  grams  or  faction  thereof;  for  each  postal  card,  2 
cents. 

To  other  countries  in  the  postal  nnioit,  for  each  15  grams  or  fraction 
thereof,  10  cents;  for  each  postal  card,  3  cents.  To  countries  not  in  the 
postal  union,  for  each  15  grams  or  fraction  thereof,  20  cents,  Mexican 
stiver. 

There  is  no  law  requiring  goods  to  be  marked  so  as  to  show  the 
country  of  origin  or  manufacture.  However,  I  am  informed  that  the 
numbers  on  boxes,  packages,  etc.,  usually  show  the  place  from  which 
they  are  shipped,  as  well  as  origin  and  place  of  manufacture. 

EXPOBTS  AND  IMPOSTS. 

The  exports  and  imports  vary  hut  little.  The  principal  article  of 
export  is  coat. 

I  give  below  a  report  from  the  Mexican  custom-house,  showing  the 
importations  for  the  six  months  ending  June  3U,  189S. 


Month. 

V«lueof 

DDtlH. 

im.iM.oo 

140.B3O.OO 
322,427.00 

aai.szs.oo 

SS4.:i35.l» 
203.925.00 

>SS»»-M 

1.854. 64a.  00 

Ghas.  p.  Snydbb,  Consul. 

CiDDAD  POBFIBIO  DiAZ, 

December  16, 1898.  CcIOqIc 
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DURANGO.' 

EXPORTS   AND   IMPOBIS. 

Diirango  beiog  au  inlaud  city,  witli  no  cuatom-house,  there  is  no . 
official  means  of  obtaining  information  as  to  tbe  imports  to  this  COD- 
sular  district  from  the  United  States.  I  feel  warranted  in  saying^  bow- 
ever,  from  personal  observation,  that  tLe  trade  has  almost  doubled 
within  the  last  yenr  or  so.  As  in  all  parts  of  the  liepablic,  the  tendency 
heretofore  has  been  to  import  everything  from  Europe,  but  with  the 
increased  number  of  Americans  coming  here  to  do  business,  and  the 
energy  of  some  American  dealers  at  home,  this  tendency  is  fast  being 
overcome,  and  Mexico  is  now  getting  most  of  her  foreign -bought  gooda 
from  the  United  States.  However,  I  do  not  consider  that  we  should 
divide  Mexico's  trade  with  Europe^  we  should  have  all  of  it.  We  are 
ber  uoxt  door  neighbor,  with  every  facility  for  supplying  her  wants. 
The  only  hindrance  is  the  inactivity  of  our  manufacturers.  The  field 
is  not  i>roperly  worked,  but  the  fault  is  fast  being  remedied. 

The  exports  from  this  consular  district  to  the  United  States  for  the 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1898,  show  an  increase  of  $130,618.55  over 
the  previous  year.    The  amounts  for  the  two  periods  follow : 

1897 $891,568.51 

1898 1,022,187.06 

The  exports  for  180S  are  divided  aa  follows: 

SilTorbuUion *565, 088.23 

Gold  bnllion 285,966,78 

Lead  bullion 73,259,10 

Other ortiolee,  chielly  buaiis,  cotton- seuduaku,  skintt,  horua,  andboreeliair  97, 872. 95 

IMDUSTBmS. 

The  principal  industry  of  this  conntry  is  mining.  The  State  of 
Dnraugo  baa  of  late  years  come  to  the  front  as  one  of  the  first  silver- 
producing  sections  of  the  world.  While  some  gold,  lead,  and  other 
minerals  are  taken  out  at  almost  every  mine,  the  main  product  is 
silver.  The  amount  of  work  done  aod  the  importance  of  some  of  these 
may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  at  several  mines,  from  600  to  800  men 
are  worked  in  shirts  day  and  night. 

Besides  mining,  attention  is  given  also  to  the  timber  and  lumber 
business,  stock  raising,  and  farming.  In  the  western  and  mountainous 
part  of  this  State,  I  am  told  there  is  an  almost  inexhaustible  supply  of 
good  timber — mostly  pine,  though  some  cedar  and  other  useful  woods 
are  found.  Sawmills  are  located  at  different  points  in  the  timber 
region,  and  do  a  good  business  so  far  as  the  limited  means  of  transpor- 
tation will  permit.  This,  however,  is  a  great  drawback  to  the  lumber 
industry.  In  fact,  it  cau  hardly  be  considered  an  industry  until  such 
time  as  the  timber  section  is  opened  up  by  railroads.  1  have  just  been 
informed  of  a  recent  purchase  by  an  American  concern  of  some  200,000 
acres  of  this  timber  land. 

In  the  way  of  stock,  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  and  goats  are  rfused  princi- 
pally. Of  course,  with  horses  is  included  the  irrepressible  burro  of  the 
Mexican,  which  is  the  most  useful  of  animals  in  a  conntry  like  this. 
Heclimbsmouutains  thatarealmostimpassableeven  tomao,  and  takes 
sapplie»  to  and  brings  away  ore  from  mining  camps  where  a  wagon  or 
other  vehicle  was  never  seen. 

I  In  Toaponse  to  ciTculor  of  Angnit  5,  1898.  .,  . 
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Farming  is  carried  on  here  on  a  very  limited  scale.  The  products  of 
this  immediate  vicinity  are  chiefly  corn,  beans,  and  the  smaller  trains. 
The  latter,  however,  can  hardly  be  considered  at  present,  tfaeir  calti- 
Tation  having  hardly  passed  the  experimental  stage  aa  yet.  In  the 
lower  or  eastern  part  of  the  State,  and  that  part  of  the  State  of  Coahnila 
included  in  this  eousular  district,  considerable  cotton  is  grown. 

THB  CITY  OF  DUBAITaO, 

Dorango,  the  capital  of  the  StatA  of  the  same  name,  has  a  population 
varionsly  estimated  between  ^,000  and  60,000.  PerhapB,  a  fair  rating 
wonld  be  half  way  between  tbo  two  extremes.  The  city  has  a  State 
and  a  municipal  palace,  three  banking  houses,  and  two  American  hotels, 
one  of  which,  the  San  Carlos,  is  modern  in  every  respect  and  as  well 
appointed  an  establishment  as  will  be  fonnd  in  almost  any  city  of  the 
size  in  the  TJnit«d  States.  It  has  been  opened  within  the  last  month. 
There  are  also  some  four  or  five  Mexican  hotels.  Mercantile  houses 
are  very  difl'erent  from  those  in  the  United  States.  Here,  if  you  want 
a  ponnd  of  candy,  a  sheet  of  writing  paper,  or  a  cooking  stove,  you  go 
to  a  hardware  store  for  it.  Of  these  there  are  Ave  or  six.  The  dry 
goods  stores  do  not  keep  snch  a  diversified  stock.  They  are  some  ten 
or  twelve  in  number.  Of  the  grocery  storeti,  there  are  none  here  that 
would  be  considered  first  class,  according  to  the  American  idea,  although 
there  are  a  dozen  or  so  that  outrank  the  common  establishments. 

The  present  municipal  a^lministratiou  has  lately  taken  up  the  matter 
of  city  improvement,  and  as  a  consec)  nence,  Durango  can  now  l>oast  of 
plazas,  alamedas,  and  ddveways  equal  to  any  in  the  ICepublic.  The 
city  is  lighted  with  modern  arc  lamps,  a  very  recent  improvement. 
There  are  three  electric-light  plants  in  the  city,  an  ice  factory,  one 
American  furniture  factory  and  several  Mexican  factories,  two  iron 
foundries,  a  steam  lauudry,  a  cotton  factory,  a  planing  mill,  and  a  Hour 
mill. 

RAILBOAQS, 

Thereis  at  pra^nt  bat  one  railroad  running  into  Dnrango^tbe  Int«r- 
nacioual  Mexicano.  There  is  much  talk  of  extending  the  road  across 
the  Sierra  Madre  to  the  coast.  In  fact,  the  surveying  party  is  at  pres- 
ent out  iu  the  mountains  running  the  line  for  the  proposed  extensiou. 
"While  the  coat  of  this  work  will  be  heavy,  I  expect  to  see  the  road  iu 
operation  within  the  next  few  years,  notwithstanding  the  opinion  of 
many  people  here  that  it  can  not  be  boilt.  This  will  open  up  a  region 
hitherto  almost  unknown,  besidea  bringing  us  within  a  few  hours'  ride 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  advantages  wliich  would  accrue  from  its 
construction  can  hardly  be  calculated.  I  believe  that  if  this  connection 
is  made,  it  wiir  shorten  by  six  or  eight  days  the  time  from  Australia  and 
Southern  Asia  to  New  York. 

OLIMATTO   CONDITIONS. 

I  doubt  if  the  climate  of  Durango  ia  excelled  by  any  in  the  world. 
In  summer,  the  temperature  is  never  above  70°  or  72°,  and  in  wiiit«r 
never  below  30°,  and  very  seldom  even  that  low.  While  this  is  nither 
.  high,  it  should  not  be  inferred  that  it  is  a  mountiiinous  country  here. 
The  city  is  situated  upon  a  high  plateau  (i,30))  feet  above  the  son  level, 
and  the  mountainous  region  is  about  a  day's  ride  on  horseback  ftom 
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here.  It  is  one  of  the  most  bealthfiil  cities  in  Mexico,  and  offers  &r 
greater  indncemeDts  to  the  health  seeker  than  many  of  the  famed  resorts 
in  the  United  Btates. 

WAI.TBB  H.  Faulkmeb,  Consul. 
Ddbamgo,  November  13, 1898. 


JjJi.  PAZ. 

Considering  the  depopulated  condition  of  thie  conealar  district,  it 
vonld  be  impossible  to  prepare  as  compreheDsive  a  statement  of  its 
trade  and  industries  as  would  be  desirable  for  information  of  general 
iuterest 

TBADB  WITH  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

Foreign  trade  is  carried  on  almost  entirely  with  the  United  States, 
the  exports  consisting  mainly  of  silver  bullion,  hides,  pearls  and  pearl 
shells,  salt,  sngar,  fish  fins,  fruits,  etc.,  while  the  imports  include  gen- 
eral merchandise,  lumber,  and  macliinery. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  imports  and  ex]>ort8 
for  the  fiscal  years  1897  and  1898: 


IraportH- 


The  condition  of  the  mines  iu  this  district  continues  normal.  There 
are  only  two  companies  in  operation — one  the  Santa  itosalia  eop|>er 
mines,  employing  some  3,000  hands,  and  the  other,  the  Frogreso  Silver 
Mining  Company,  of  Triunfo,  with  about  1,200  miners.  These  two  con- 
cerns are  in  reality  the  mainstay  of  the  couutry.  The  Santa  iiosalla 
mines  have  a  continuous  output  of  &om  800  to  1,000  tons  of  copper  per 
month,  and  as  they  also  contain  a  considerable  amount  of  gold,  this 
enhances  the  valne  of  the  production.  The  copper  is  generally  shipped 
to  Europe  via  New  Orleans,  and  sometimes  by  sea  oa  sailing  vessels. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Bosalia  Company,  which  is  a  French  corpora- 
tion, receives  maguiflcent  profits  from  these  mines,  which  produce  low- 
grade  ores,  bnt  in  immense  quantities,  which,  combined  with  the  low 
cost  of  production,  the  miners'  wages  being  payable  in  silver  while  the 
products  are  sold  for  gold,  gives  them  a  decided  advantage. 

In  the  mining  business,  it  is  thought  there  is  an  extensive  field  for 
prospectors  on  this  peninsula.  The  conditions  for  prospecting  are  quite 
favorable  and  miners  can  be  obtained  at  $1  to  $1.50  per  day,  Mexican 
silver.  There  are  a  number  of  outcroppings  and  mineral  ledges  tlirongb- 
ont  the  district  which  appear  promising,  and  would  warrant  an  exami- 
nation by  competent  mining  engineers. 

'  la.  EsapODBe  to  circalsr  of  August  5,  ItJdS. 
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AOBIOULTUBB. 

The  agricnltnral  parsnits  of  this  country  are  still  in  a  very  primitive 
state,  and  altlioagh  tbe  laniis  produce  all  HOrttt  of  cerealu,  fruits,  sugar 
oaoe,  coffee,  etc.,  no  efforts  have  been  made  to  extend  this  important 
industry  beyond  the  caltivation  of  those  spots  watered  by  natural 
springs.  The  sugar  production  from  such  places  in  the  last  season  waa 
estimated  at  from  3,000  to  3,500  tons,  with  a  profit  to  the  producer  of 
from  (25  to  930,  Mexican  silver,  per  ton.  There  is  no  qnestioo  that  if 
irrigation  should  be  extended,  either  by  a  system  of  dams  or  artesian 
wells,  the  abundance  of  irealth  which  the  soil  could  produce  would  be 
incalculable.  Tlie  amount  of  land  now  uncultivated  is  vast,  and  the 
price  per  acre  does  not  exceed  tl,  and  in  many  in8tances,it  ia  less. 
Artesian-well  projects  have  been  amply  discussed  here,  and  it  is  tfaoaght 
that  by  boring,  water  could  be  obtained  in  many  localities;  but  the  lack 
of  capital  and  enterprisehas  deferred  these  projects  indefinitely.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  country  affords  very  favorable  opportunities  for  tbe 
right  class  of  people. 

PEABL  PI3HEBIE8. 

The  pearl  fisheries  of  this  coast  were  considered  at  one  time  of  some 
importance,  but  owing  to  the  lack  of  systematic  working,  they  have 
become  almost  extinct.  The  shell  ia  small  and  of  medium  quality,  but 
the  pearls  are  generally  of  fine  quality  and  luster.  The  prevalent  opin- 
ion is  that  the  mother-of-pearl  oyster  can  be  cultivated  like  other 
bivalves;  in  fact,  there  is  now  a  small  bed  under  caltivation.  out  of 
which,  after  two  years'  growth,  ]0,000  oysters  were  taken,  yielding  9.100 
in  pearls.  While  this  is  merely  a  small  experiment,  it  demonstrated 
that  the  project  is  feasible,  and  to  what  extent  it  could  be  carried,  would 
only  be  a  matter  of  capital  and  enterprise. 

There  ia  a  party  here  from  New  Tork  now,  experimenting  and  study- 
ing tbe  habits  of  the  oynter,  with  tbe  object  of  trying  to  transfer  them 
into  waters  of  tbe  United  States. 

JAB.  VrosoA,  Tice-Conaul. 

La  Paz,  September  S5, 1898. 


MATAMOBA8.I 

BITDATIOM. 

Matamoras  is  sitnated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Bio  Grande,  some  26 
miles  from  its  mouth,  166  feet  above  the  sea  level,  in  longitude  97°  26' 
west  from  Greenwich  and  latitude  25o  63'  north. 


It  was  tbe  first  port  in  the  zona  libre  (1861),  and,  situated  upon  the 
border,  has  had  a  very  eventful  history.  Besides  many  internecine 
quarrels,  it  has  witnessed  the  outbreaking  of  all  the  revolutions  of 
iuqrartance.  Itcalizing  this  fact,  and  in  order  to  lessen  the  possibility 
of  any  sudden  uprising  in  the  future,  a  full  garrison  of  troops  is  con- 
stantly msiintaiiied  here,  and  this  city  has  been  made  the  headquarters 
of  the  fourth  military  zone  of  the  Mexiciin  Government. 


'In  rMijODbu  tu  uiiciilikrorAugaal5,  1898. 
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A  glance  at  tlie  records  of  this  consnlate  is  safflcient  to  reveal  the 
t'ai^t  tbat,  during  the  civil  war,  MataiDoras,  a  city  whose  population  was 
then  estimated  at  from  40,000  to  50,000  inhabitants,  was  one  of  the 
principal  commercial  ports  of  the  world.  At  that  time,  the  entire  trade 
of  the  interior  of  Mexico  was  carried  on  throngh  this  city.  Bat  the 
lawless  acts  of  an  indigent  class,  nuder  the  guise  of  patriotism,  have 
many  times  plunged  this  section  into  chaos,  and  this  ha»  htid  its 
influence  in  impeding  commercial  prosperity.  The  principal  cause  of 
the  steady  declioe  of  trade,  however,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Amer- 
ican rail^ys  to  the  npper  border  now  carry  all  ttie  importations  into 
the  interior,  and  have  left  this  city  comparatively  little  save  what  is 
necessary  for  local  consumptiou. 

EXPORTS   AND  IMPORTS. 

The  marked  decrease  both  in  imports  and  exports  dnriDg  the  past 
year,  has  been  largely  due  to  the  anomalous  condition  of  aflairs  caused 
by  the  Spanish-American  war,  during  which  time  the  Oovernmenf  s 
withdrawal  of  ships  caused  a  complete  sus[>eu8ion  of  traffic.  However, 
frequent  rains  have  rendered  irrigation  wholly  unnecessary,  and  fraits, 
sugar,  cotton,  and  corn  have  been  produced  in  abundance.  The  cot- 
ton formerly  exported  to  the  United  States  or  Europe  now  goes  to  the 
interior,  where  there  is  a  good  and  annually  increasing  market.  The 
present  tariff  and  high  market  price  on  this  side  have  also  had  an  influ- 
ence in  decreasing  the  trade  in  cattle,  which  is  the  principal  article 
exported. 

The  principal  imports  for  home  consumption  alone,  consisting  of 
wines,  liquors,  lumber,  breadstuffs,  groceries,  and  canned  goods,  cotton 
and  woolen  goods,  hardware,  etc.,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane 
30, 1898,  amounted  to  $189,740,  Itseems  strange  that,  situated  on  the 
border,  one-third  of  this  amount,  consisting  principally  of  liqnors, 
woolen  goods,  and  hardware,  is  imported  from  Europe.  The  principal 
exports  are  cattle,  horses,  mules,  hides,  hair,  skins,  bones,  cotton  seed, 
etc.  Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  they  amounted  to 
$109,727.74,  which  shows  a  decrease  of  $41,0f;6.78  as  compared  with  the 
exports  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1897. 

TRANSPORTATION  FACILITIES. 

The  existing  transportation  facilities  here,  internal  and  coastwise,  are, 
in  a  manner,  suflicient  for  the  present  tratflc,  but  are  wholly  iuadeqaate 
for  the  development  of  trade  and  commerce  of  which  this  region  is 
capable. 

I'rimitive  methods  are  employed  in  order  to  carry  snpplies  to  the 
interior  towns,  while  those  situated  along  the  border  have  the  advan- 
tage of  the  river  and  also  of  the  only  railway  here,  which  is  called  the 
Matamoras  and  Monterey  road.  It  is  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
Mexican  National,  and  is  completed  as  far  as  San  Miguel,  The  equip- 
ment is  fair,  and  it  has  the  appi;arance  of  being  well  managed. 

At  Brownsville,  however,  is  the  Hio  Grande  Railway,  with  its  eastern 
terminus  at  Point  Isabel.  As  the  anchorage  for  ocean  steamers  is  off 
Brazos  Island,  in  Laguiia  Madre,  3  miles  from  Point  Isabel,  all  freight 
has  to  be  taken  from  the  stiiiis  in  lighters.  Likewise,  that  which  is 
intended  for  Matamoras  is  landed  at  Point  Isabel,  and  consequently 
passes  through  the  custom-house  at  Brownsville,  for  the  old  Mexican 
port  of  Bagdad,  at  the  month  of  the  Kio  Grande,  has  long  since  been 
closed,  and  the  river  is  navigable  only  for  small  vessels. 
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nOUMEBCIAL  CBBDII8. 

It  is  oostomary  to  allow  the  merchanta  here  a  credit  of  thirty,  sixty, 
or  ninety  days.  The  legal  rate  of  interest  for  the  State  of  Tamaalipas, 
aod  the  rate  oaoally  employed  in  most  transactions,  is  1  per  cent  per 
month, 

nmnsTBiES. 

The  JDdaatrial  actirity  of  Matamoras  and  of  this  consnlar  district, 
on  account  of  the  unsettled  political  conditions  in  the  past,  a  lack  of 
native  capital  and  enterprise,  and  poor  transportation  focilities,  has 
been  retarded,  so  that  at  present,  the  principal  factories  consist  only  of 
two  cotton  ^ns,  an  ice  factory,  a  sugar  refinery,  a  tannery,  several  soap 
&ctories,  brickyards,  and  a  tew  small  tobacco  Stories. 


This  is  andoabtedly  one  of  the  richest  agricultural  regions  of  Mex- 
ico, and  the  vast  natural  resonroes  haye  long  lain  dormant.  It  lies  on 
what  wonld  be  the  moat  direct  ronte,  by  500  miles,  from  Houston,  Tex., 
to  Mexico  City.  Irrigation  is  in  its  infancy,  and  possibly  on  account 
of  its  isolation,  Matamoras  has  few  modern  improyemente,  such  as 
electric  lights,  waterworks,  etc. 

Realizing  these  conditiuns,  and  the  fact  that  many  yaloable  privileged 
concessiotia  could  be  easily  secured,  I  hope  in  the  near  fntore  to  call 
the  attention  of  some  of  our  agriculturists,  capitalists,  and  manufac- 
tnrers  totbe  existing  conditions  here,  in  detail,  and  to  show  where  the 
investment  of  a  little  American  capital  and  the  intelligent  application 
of  labor  will  result  to  their  immediate  advantage. 

P.  Mebbill  Griffith,  Consul. 

Matahobas,  October  0, 1898. 


MAZATT.AN.' 

Bat  little  is  known  in  the  commercial  centers  of  the  United  States  of 
Mazatlan,  its  bnsiness,  or  its  future. 

The  total  sales  of  merchandise  for  six  months  ending  Jnne  30, 
1898,  were  almost  $18,000,000  ($8,136,000  in  gold),  an  increase  of  over 
13,500,000,  silver,  over  the  corresponding  six  mouths  of  1897.  There  is 
no  American  firm  here  eng^ed  in  the  general  mercantile  business.  It 
is  mostly  done  by  German, French,  and  Spanish  establishments.  They 
all  carry  very  large  stocks  of  general  merchandise,  and  most  of  them 
are  branches  of  European  houses.  Their  agents,  residing  in  their  native 
land,  send  large  sailing  vessels  here  semiannually. 

Many  years  of  hard  work  and  close  attention  to  the  wants  and  wishes 
of  the  Mexican  people  have  enabled  German  and  French  houses  to 
secnre  a  solid  hold  on  the  business  of  this  State.  Germans,  especially, 
by  their  great  energy  and  activity,  almost  oontrol  the  sale  of  general 
merchandise.  Even  in  the  line  of  pianos,  all  of  which  should  have 
been  sold  by  the  United  States,  official  reports  for  1897  show  tliat 
almost  9500,000  worth  were  made  in  Germany. 

'  In  rMponie  to  oircnlftr  of  Angoat  5,  1898. 
0  B— TOL  1 37  ,-  I 
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From  thirty-flve  years  of  acdve  basioess  experience  I  have  alvays 
favored  the  creation  of  a  department  of  commerce,  the  head  of  which 
should  be  a  member  of  the  President's  Cabinet,  and  from  what 
knowledge  I  have  gained  in  the  consular  serTice,  1  see  the  necessity  of 
it  still  more.  Many  foreign  nations  have  such  a  department.  In  Mex- 
ico, it  ia  called  the  department  of  promotion  of  industries  and  commerce, 
and  has  done  much  to  improve  the  commercial  condition  of  this  country. 
France  baa  such  a  department,  always  in  close  touch  with  the  French 
boards  of  trade.  Bnssia  has  a  splendidly  organized  commercial  depart- 
ment, at  the  head  of  which  are  two  ministers  of  commerce,  one  in  charge 
of  Basaiao  interests  in  the  far  East,  and  the  other  for  the  continent  of 
Europe. 

It  will  require  an  enormous  amonnt  of  energy  and  enterprise  for  the 
TTnited  States  to  do  a  successful  business  with  Mexico.  Gircnlars  and 
advertising  will  not  do  it.  Personal  solicitation  and  determined  push 
are  the  only  means  by  which  Americans  can  secore  business  here. 

BUSIirKBa  OPPOETDKITIES. 

I  would  suggest  to  those  wishing  to  extend  their  trade  with  Mexico, 
to  send  small  consignmento  of  carnally  selected  and  assorted  goods  to 
well-known  and  responsible  houses.  I  think  this  would  be  the  right 
stop  to  secure  a  favorable  reception. 

Although  Mazatlan  is  situated  near  to  the  United  States,  it  is  a  ^t 
that  hardly  30  per  cent  of  her  imported  goods  come  from  the  States. 
Manufacturers  of  mining,  agricnltural,  and  sugar  making  machinery 
should  have  ofSces  here,  with  men  of  experience  and  good  biisiuess 
habits  at  their  head.  Mining  is  one  of  the  chief  and  most  profitable 
industries  of  this  State,  and  is  steadily  on  the  increase.  Some  of  the 
nearby  mines  pay  immense  profits.  The  S^jo  mine  and  one  owned 
by  the  Gchegoreno  Company,  pay  to  their  owners  over  tl,000,000  per 
annum. 

Deep-well  boring  is  almost  unknown  here,  and  a  fortune  awaits  any- 
one who  would  snccessfdlly  start  and  carry  on  this  business. 

The  city  needs  a  good  flour  mill,  as  well  as  a  large  pai>er  mill,  and 
the  Govemm^t  would  grant  a  very  liberal  concession  to  anyone  starting 
them. 

COTTON  GOODS. 

Onr  large  Eastern  cotton  mills  should  control  the  importation  of  all 
cotton  gowls  at  this  place;  but  at  present,  the  United  States  supplies 
but  26  per  cent,  while  England  ships  more  than  3'i  per  cent.  If  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  exporters  would  organize  branch  houses  in  the 
most  important  trade  centers,  trade  would  be  established  in  a  few  years. 

From  personal  information,  I  find  that  American  exporters  have 
injored  their  trade  prospects  a  great  deal  by  ignoring  the  ousiness  cus- 
toms and  methods  of  the  Mexican  merchants,  and  trying  to  force  their 
own  methods  upon  them. 

HABBOB. 

Mazatlan  has  over  16,000  inhabitants  and  is  rapidly  growing.  It 
will  soon  have  the  finest  harbor  in  Mexico,  as  such  is  the  detormination 
of  the  Mexican  Government,  They  have  appropriated  1115,000,000  for 
this  purpose,  but  owing  to  the  general  depression  in  e^  branches  of 
industry,  work  had  to  be  postponed. 
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BA1LBOAD8. 

There  are  no  railroads  here  now;  two coDoessiousbave  been  panted, 
one  for  a  road  to  ran  via  Jiosario  to  the  United  States,  wiiicb 
will  open  np  the  richest  mineral  and  agricultural  district  of  the  State, 
and  the  other  for  a  road  to  be  coostracted  Id  the  opposite  direction. 

CITY  IMPBOTEMBKTS. 

Several  lar$;e  commercial  blocks  are  being  bnilt,  and  a  fireproof  mar- 
ket, wbitih  will  be  the  largest  and  finest  iu  Mexico,  is  now  beingerected 
at  a  cost  of  4^00,(100.  There  are  three  large  banks  in  the  city,  while 
nearly  all  the  wholesale  houses  have  a  banking  department  connected 
with  them. 

There  are  two  electric-light  plants,  a  system  of  waterworks,  two  ice 
plants,  and  a  street-car  line. 

Mazatlan  pays  over  one-half  of  all  the  taxes  collected  in  the  State. 

INDUSTBIES, 

The  American  firm  of  Felden  Brothers  operates  large  carriage,  wagon, 
match,  harueas,  and  ice  plants,  and  employs  over  300  men.  One  of  the 
most  profitable  plants  is  an  immense  foundry,  owned  by  a  Spanish  firm, 
which  annually  declares  an  enormous  dividend. 

There  are  five  large  tobacco  factories  in  Mazatlan.  Three  of  them 
make  4,500,000  cigarettes  and  3C,U00  cigars  weekly.  They  employ  over 
3(>0  men  and  girls,  who  earn  about  75  cents  (Mexican)  each  per  day. 

Seven  shoe  factories  make  an  average  of  1,260  pairs  of  shoes  daily, 
which  average  about  41.50  (Mexican)  per  pair.  They  employ  about 
200  men  and  women.    Most  of  them  do  the  work  at  their  homes. 

EXPOHTATION   OP   DTBWOOD. 

There  were  96,198  quintals  of  dyewood  shipped  to  the  United  States 
from  1886  to  1893,  valued  at  «196,173  (Mexican). 

Among  the  above  woods  were  ebony,  white  aab,  and  red  cedar.  Since 
1893,  no  wood  has  been  imported  into  the  United  States. 

All  the  dyewood  exported  from  here  is  by  Qerman  and  French 
houses.  It  is  sent  to  Havre  or  Hamburg.  The  most  important  dye- 
woods  exported  are  Brazil  logwood,  mora,  and  yellowwood.  There 
are  three  houses  engaged  in  this  trade,  which  export  about  3,000  tons 
of  Brazil  logwood,  valued  at  tl8  to  $22  (Mexican)  per  ton,  and  3,000 
tons  of  mora,  valued  at  $8  to  $12  (Mexican). 

COTTON  GOODS. 

A  la^e  and  well-equipped  cotton  mill  is  doing  a  thriving  business 
here.  They  make  cotton  goods  similar  in  weight,  texture,  and  pattern 
to  those  made  by  the  smaller  mills  iu  the  South  (United  States). 
Both  the  imported  and  the  domestic  article  are  sold  for  almost  four 
times  their  price  in  the  United  States;  standard  American  prints 
costing  from  4  to  4i  cents  sell  here  for  18  cents  per  yard,  and  other 
goods  in  proportion. 

Statistics  are  everywhere  difficult  to  obtain,  proprietors  of  all  estab- 
lishments being  generally  niiwilling  to  furnish  any  information.  Even 
the  cnetom-honse  has  refused  to  give  a  statement  of  the  imports  and 
exports  of  this  port,  pending  specific  directions  from  the  state  depart- 
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FREIGHTS,  TAXES,  ETC. 

Yew  Atnerican  goods  are  sold  here,  besides  bardware  and  machinery. 

A  recent  law  gives  all  ireight  ia  any  x>ort  in  Mexico  to  Mexican  ves- 
sels. Any  excess  which  those  vessels  can  Dot  carry,  can  be  shipped  by 
American  vessels.  Commercial  travelers  need  no  passports,  but  have 
to  pay  a  very  heavy  tax  for  the  privilege  of  selling  goods  by  sample  in 
this  city.  The  tax  varies  irom  $50  to  9300,  according  to  the  class  and 
value  of  the  goods  to  be  sold.  Most  of  the  traveling  men  refnae  to 
comply  with  this  law. 

In  Mexico,  everybody  pays  a  direct  tax,  from  the  street  porter  to  the 
largest  merchant.  All  commercial  account  books,  documents,  checks, 
receipts,  and  notes  muBt  have  revenne  stamps  »ttacbed.  I  wish  to 
vaU  special  attention  to  the  remarkable  fact  that  business  failnrea  and 
fires  are  almost  mikaown  here,  none  having  occurred  for  the  last  fifteen 
years. 

DBTELOPHEKT  OF  QEBMAN  TRADE  WITH  MEXICO. 

In  concluBion,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  our  manufacturers  and 
exporters  to  the  tremendoas  activity  of  (German  shippers  in  the  Mex- 
ican markets  and  the  increase  of  their  merchant  marine,  their  ships  iitl 
manned  by  Geiman  sailors.  We  should  not  allow  ourselves  to  be 
excluded  from  a  market  which  should  belong  to  as,  and  which  we  can 
have  if  we  will  only  work  bard  enough  foi  it. 

Loms  Kaiser,  Consul. 

MazATLAH,  October  5, 1898. 

Shipmenl  of  ort  and  bullion /rtm  Ike  coittular  dittricl  of  Maeatlan  from  July  1, 1897,  to 
July  1,  1S98. 

Bitver  and  gold  bare DDtuber..  3,128' 

Ores Biwka..  15,993 

Weight  of  b«« kiloB..  71,142,^1 

Weight  of  orae do....  1,115,188,341 

Valoe  of  silver  and  gold  hara  and  ores M,  329, 300. 40 

Silver  coin 848,474.00 

Goldooin 6,067.60 

Total  value 5,178,841.90 


SUFPLEilEXTARy  REPORT.' 

While  the  eyes  of  the  American  importer  and  manufacturer  are  turned 
toward  our  newly  acquired  possessions,  with  a  view  of  extending  our 
commerce  there,  it  is  well  not  to  neglect  those  foreign  countries  to 
whose  trade  America  is  justly  entitled.  The  commerce  of  Mexico,  by 
OUT  own  fault,  is  slipping  into  the  hands  of  the  ever  active  nation  of  Ger 
many.  While  this  is  painfully  true  of  the  wtiole  of  Mexico,  it  is  eepec- 
ially  the  case  with  the  western  coast.  Though  so  close  to  the  Cniteii 
States,  hardly  30  per  cent  of  the  imports  comes  from  our  coautry. 
Germany  is  putting  forth  an  immense  amount  of  energy  to  increase  its 
commerce  with  Mexico,  secured  by  many  years  of  patient  toil  and  close 
attention  to  the  wants  of  the  people. 

'  This  report  was  written  at  the  reqaeat  of  a  St.  Louis  Jonmal,  to  whiob  a  copy 
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There  is  a  ^ood  field  here  for  the  establishmeDt  of  a  large  wareboase 
for  the  Bale  of  all  kinds  of  mining,  a(^cttltaral,aDdiiagar-maDnfoctariDg 
machineiy. 

Hazatlan  is  the  most  important  city  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in  the 
State  of  Siualoa.  It  has  over  16,000  inhabitantB,  and  the  sales  of  mer- 
chandise, as  reported  to  the  tax  collector  for  the  last  year,  were  valaed 
at  $40,000,000,  an  increase  of  47,000,000  over  the  previous  year.  This 
large  and  very  profitable  basiness  is  mostly  in  the  hands  of  Germane. 
There  are  also  French  and  8paniard»,  bnt  not  a  single  American  firm. 

Mazatlanis  to  this  coast  what  Chicago  is  to  the  West,  and  is  improv- 
ing very  fast.  The  Mexican  Government  has  lately  granted  a  very  lib- 
eral concrasioD  to  build  and  operate  two  lines  of  railroad,  starting  from 
here  and  running  in  opposite  directions  through  the  State. 

Prominent  railroad  men  inspected,  last  month,  a  proposed  line  from 
Darango  here,  and  a  French  agent  has  been  looking  over  the  field,  with 
a  view  to  establishing  a  line  of  st«amerB  irom  here  to  France. 

There  are  good  banking  and  telegraph  ^ilities,  and  street-car  lines; 
also,  large  wagon,  cotton,  match,  cigar,  chocolate,  trunk,  and  soap  fac- 
tories, two  ice  and  two  electric-light  plants,  and  a  first-class  foundry. 

All  factories  that  are  mn  on  strict  bnsiness  principles  pay  from  26 
to  30  per  cent  profit  on  capital. 

Some  of  the  largest  and  best-paying  mioea  in  Mexico  are  located  near 
here,  two  paying  the  owner  over  tl,<MK),000  profit  each  per  annum. 

There  are  hardly  any  American  goods  on  the  market  except  bard- 
ware  and  machinery  of  all  kinds,  of  which  there  are  good  stocks. 

I  can  not  procnre  the  total  amount  of  import  and  export  of  this  port, 
except  in  gold,  silver,  and  lead  ore,  the  valueof  exports  of  which  during 
the  last  fiscal  year  was  $4,329,300.40  (Mexican). 

There  is  also  a  large  export  trade  in  alligator  skins,  dried  bides,  salt 
fish,  shrimps,  tortoise  shells,  cofi'ee.  feathers,  and  cocoanut-oil  cakes. 
The  climate  is  very  healthy,  and  almost  a  paradise  &om  November  to 
Jnne,  when  hundreds  of  invalids  come  here. 

In  order  that  Americans  may  secure  a  foothold  here,  I  would  suggest 
the  opening  of  branch  stores  in  the  most  important  commercial  centers 
of  Mexico.  It  would  also  pay  to  send  well-assorted  sample  lines  of 
merchandise  to  the  best-known  houses.  It  is  hardly  any  use  to  send 
circulars  and  price  lists;  send  yonr  best  salesmen,  who  can  speak 
Spanish. 

The  sewing  machine  manufacturers  took  the  proper  steps  to  get  a 
good  footing,  by  opening  an  office  in  every  available  city,  pntting  only 
the  beet  men  in  charge.  They  have  doubled  their  business  in  Mexico 
in  the  last  year.  This  country  offers  a  splendid  field  for  capi^  with 
basiness  experience  and  energy  to  back  it. 

Louis  Ejjseb,  Ootuul. 

Mazailas,  October  30, 1898. 


SALTILLO.i 

SXPOBTS  AND  IMPOSTS. 

Id  spite  of  tbe  war  and  yellow  fever  quarantines,  which  have  tended 
to  interrupt  traffic,  there  has  been,  during  tbe  first  half  of  18d8,  a  con- 
to  oiroalar  of  Angnat  5, 1896. 


COUHEBCUL  BEI(A.TIONS. 


Biderable  iQcrease  in  the  leadiog  exports  from  this  district  to  the 
United  States,  as  Bhown  by  the  following  comparison : 


18»7^                1                 1898- 

ArU^lM. 

Heilun    1  "Jl"*!       MtHcu 
o«r»BO,.    ^^'^^I   ourrBBoy. 

DnlUd 
StaUi 

t2U,  330.70     «ltO,3£l  1  |30S,5>g.<B 
M.  378. 08  1       4a.S3e\     129,  SM.  41 
«,ITI.«bI      *».eSi\      31,773.73 

ilonin          He       s.sit.a& 

•138  S83 

433.189.10      221,MD      47e,ll»e.W 

mi» 

I  In  MeiicBD  oor 


Dhe  tnoraftw  does  not  appew  In  ths 

_..  r«r  flaring  the  period.    AcoorfliDff  10 

e  Uailoui  dollar  in  the  first  ili  montlu  of  1897  vaa 


United  St»te«TroMurjeallinat«s.thfi 

ta.Gil:  in  the  correaponding  period  of  IBDU,  40.493. 

There  has  been  no  marked  development  in  imports,  as  a  whole.  <Jer- 
tain  lines,  notably  bicycles  and  railrMad  constrnction  material,  show  a 
decided  increase.  Importation  of  textiles  and  fnmitare  has  decreased, 
owing  to  the  establishment  of  home  manufactones.  Trade  in  boots 
and  shoes  is  practically  anchanged.  While  United  States  goods  are 
superior  in  style,  and,  at  least,  eqnal  in  quality,  these  goods  are  not 
desired  by  the  native  popnlation,  and  many  resident  Americans  prefer 
to  pay  a  native  shoemaker  $3  (Mexican)  for  a  substantial  pair  of  shoes 
rather  than  purcha.se  an  imported  article,  a  little  mote  stylish,  bat  of 
no  gi-eater  durability,  at  $10  or  $12  (Mexican). 

TBANSPOBTATION  FACILITIES. 

Transportation  facilities  to  points  in  my  district  are  excellent,  and 
are  constantly  growing  better.  The  Mencan  National  Bailroad  gives 
qaick  service  from  Laredo,  Tex.  During  the  past  year,  the  Coaboila 
and  Zaoatecas  Kailroad  has  been  bnilt,  and  is  now  in  successful  opera- 
tion, between  this  city  and  Concepcion  del  Oro  (in  the  State  of  Zaca- 
tecas),  a  rich  mining  district.  Final  surveys  have  been  made  and 
ground  has  been  broken  during  the  past  month  on  the  Coahnila  Central 
Railroad,  the  construction  of  which  now  seems  to  be  assured,  and  which 
will  connect  Saltillo  with  Trevino,  tapping  the  Mexican  International 
and  the  Monterey  and  tinlf  railways  at  the  latter  point.  The  conces- 
sion for  this  road,  which  is  being  bnilt  by  American  capitalists,  carries 
with  it  the  guaranty  of  a  tlOO,<WO  modern  hotel,  to  be  built  at  Saltillo. 

INDUSTRIES. 

As  transportation  facilities  increase  indnstries,  are  springing  up, 
largely  capitalized  by  Americans.  We  have  three  flour  mills  here  at 
present — one  of  them  equipped  with  the  latest  roller  process — and  all 
turning  out  a  good  grade  of  flour.  Another  flour  mill  is  projected  and 
will  probably  be  built  within  the  next  twelve  months.  The  machinery 
for  all  of  these  mills  comes  from  the  States.  There  are  also  two  cotton 
mills,  which  are  at  present  manufacturing  cotton  textiles  of  the  quality 
and  texture  required  by  the  people,  at  a  lower  price  than  the  same 
goods  can  be  imported.  In  fact,  at  least  one  of  these  mills  is  a  large 
buyer  and  importer  of  raw  cotton  i^m  Texas  and  neighboring  pointo, 
for  manufactnre  here. 

The  low  price  of  silver,  the  high  tariff,  and  the  failure  of  manu&c- 
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tutors  of  the  United  States  to  cater  to  local  tastea,  as  also  the  allowance 
of  comparatively  short,  credits,  have  all  tended  to  build  ap  native 
maoufactories. 

WHT  THE  UNITED  STATES  DOES  NOT  OONTBOL  THIS  MABKXT. 

1q  coDcIa»ioD,  allow  me  to  say  that  while  Mexico  offers,  at  our  very 
doors,  a  most  desirable  market  for  our  sorplas  prodacta,  and  while  we 
can  manufacture  a  better  grade  of  machinery,  tools,  etc.,  than  any  other 
country  in  the  world,  this  market  is  being  supplied  from  foreign  sources, 
because — 

First.  Mauniactnrera  in  the  United  States  have  not  yet  generally  sent 
competent  Spanish-speakiii^  representatives,  familiar  with  the  customs 
of  the  country,  to  secure  the  trade. 

Second.  Because  they  have  insisted  on  doing  basiness  in  their  own 
way,  and  have  not  conformed  themselves  to  the  slower  methods  of  the 
people  with  whom  they  were  dealing. 

Third.  Because  they  have  not  catered  to  the  pecnliar  local  demand. 
If  the  Mexicans  have  wanted  plows  with  one  handle,  they  have  insisted 
on  selling  them  their  plows  with  two  handles. 

Fourth.  Because  the  tariff  has  enabled  the  Germans  and  English  to 
import  to  this  country,  goods  which  could  be  sold  at  a  profit  of  60  per 
cent  above  the  actual  price  on  similar  goods  imported  from  the  United 
States;  as,  for  instance,  enameled  ironware  (which  the  Germans  make 
lighter  in  weight  and  apparently  equally  serviceable),  cutlery,  and  toilet 
articles. 

Ghas.  Bubb  Towls,  Consul, 

Saltillo,  November  1, 1898, 

TAMPICO.i 

Tampico  is  only  important  in  the  world  of  commerce  sa  a  port  of 
entry  and  shipment. 

The  2ity  produces  nothing,  bivs  no  manufocturing  industries  except 
an  oil  refinery,  and  of  itself  consumes  no  more  of  the  merchandise  of 
the  world  than  its  population  of  14,000  eats,  drinks,  and  wears. 

The  country  adjacent  and  tributary  hereto,  though  naturally  rich  in 
soil  and  with  a  fine  climate,  suffers  th>m  drought  fluently,  thereby 
making  the  products  of  the  farm  an  uncertain  &ctor,  and  retarding  the 
development  of  the  country. 

As  a  port  of  entry  and  shipment,  its  importance  to  the  Republic  of 
Mexico  is  great.  Having  no  rival  port  to  the  north  and  none  of  impor- 
tance within  200  miles  to  the  south,  the  supplies  and  merchandise  to  and 
from  the  rich  and  populous  interior  mast  uecessaril;^  pass  through  here^ 
and,  as  such  a  port,  Tampico  will  grow  in  shipping  and  in  general 
importance  with  the  growth  of  the  interior. 

The  statistics  of  shipments  presented  herewith,  as  taken  from  records 
of  tibts  consulate,  do  not  show  the  trae  amount  of  trade  through  Tam- 
pico to  the  United  States,  because  the  bnlk  of  the  products  of  the  inte- 
rior, from  Mexico  Gity,  on  the  south,  to  Ohihaahna  and  Monterey,  on 
the  north,  though  shipped  on  steamers  from  this  port,  are  invoiced  in 
the  various  consulates  covering  the  districts  of  production,  so  that  to 
get  even  an  approximate  value  of  shipments  to  the  United  States 
through  Tampico  the  statistics  of  consulates  north  of  Mexico  City 
should  be  consulted. 
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The  flgares  for  this  coosulate  from  Janaary  to  July  are — 

Gold. 

i8ff7 $290,608 

1898 408,861 

Tbe  shipments  consisted  principally  of  buUioo,  skins,  hides,  and 
honey.  Thirty  to  forty  carloads  of  tomatoes  were  shipped  by  rail  to  tbe 
United  States,  and  an  increased  acreage  prepared  for  this  year  would 
indicate  growth  of  this  export, 

The  money  value  in  gold  of  all  goods  received  at  Tampico  daring  the 
first  six  months  of  1898,  was  as  follows: 

United  States •■ »710,568 

England 367,628 

Oarmuiy 256,959 

lYanoe 180,166 

Total 1,515,321 

From  this  It  will  be  seen  that  receipts  from  tbe  United  States  almost 
eqnaled  in  valae  tbe  receipts  from  all  other  nations  combined. 
The  principal  items  imported  from  the  United  States  were — 

QoUL 

LnnbeT  tuid  piling $13(^000 

Coke 1U,B32 

Coal 90,CT2 

Oil,ornde 109,376 

MlBoellaneons 266,689 

Total 710,668 

Saml.  E.  Magill,  OonsuU 
Tampico,  October  22, 1898. 


IMPORTS  INTO  TAMPICO  IN  1898. 

Oonsal  Magill  sends,  ander  date  of  Febraary  3, 1899,  the  following, 
tables  of  imports: 

six  monUit,  Jnlr.  ISM. 
to  Jannuy,  18M. 

-,-.      United  8UI 


Fiscal  yMT  1SII7-M. 


Venublfl  pn>diiota 

Mineral  pnx!  acta 

TeitllM *..- 

MsoWnerj 

Paper  and  appUsnoea.. 

AnDaaDdViplaaiTMi'!' 
Chemical  products  — 
UlscAllaiiKiiu 

Total 

United  StatM 

BnclBud 

OerrnaDj 

Spain,  ^'^".'i;;;';;;^^^^ 
^■™.-;-:; 

ADBtria 

HolUikd 

Otlicn '"".'.'".'.'. 

Total 


W,1W 


1M,«>0 

71  aa 


KT.OSl 
<S,208 
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LOCATION. 

The  consalar  district  of  Tazpan  Ilea  between  the  districts  of  Vera 
Oroz  and  Tampico,  and  iiiclades  aboat  60  mileB  along  the  coast  toward 
Tampico,  60  miles  toward  Vera  Ornz,  and  60  miles  inlaiid  from  the  coast. 

TfaetownofTaxpan  is  nearly 200  yearsold.  ItisbniltbackOmilesfrom 
the  golf,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tcxpaci  River,  which  would  be  navigable 
for  large  ocean  steamers  were  it  not  for  the  sand  bar  formed  across  the 
mouth  of  the  rivei'.  Oc«an  steamers  are  loaded  in  tlie  open  gnlf  &om 
lighters.  Small  Tessels  from  Texas  and  Louisiana  rnn  here  regularly, 
Ekod  discbarge  and  take  on  cargo  for  30  miles  np  and  down  the  river. 

inBTTBTBlBS. 

There  is  bat  little  agricaltare  in  this  district,  althongh  the  lands  are 
rich  beyond  description.  Everybody  is  engaged  in  robbing  the  land 
of  its  valuable  timber — cedar,  mahogany,  dye  woods,  zapapote,  and 
chicle.  Their  extravagant  and  wasteful  methods  are  already  telling 
apon  the  amount  of  exports.  This  is  most  noticeable  in  the  case  of 
chicle,  on  account  of  the  wholesale  hacking  and  unnecessary  bleeding  of 
the  trees.  The  product  of  chicle  has  fallen  ofFfh)m  $661,746.«1  in  the 
year  1893  to  $169,359.M  in  1897,  partly  because  of  shrinkage  in  yield 
and  partly  because  some  1^600  chicalaroa  have  left  here  annually  for 
the  last  three  seasons  for  virgin  chicle  forests  in  the  State  of  Yucatan. 
Ohicalaros  are  not  satisfied  to  work  more  than  three  to  five  mouths  of 
the  year;  the  balance  of  the  year  they  must  spend  in  carousing  and  hilari- 
ous living,  and  they  go  where  the  yield  will  afford  it. 

When  this  prodigal  method  of  business  and  profiigate  manner  of  liv* 
ing  ceases,  and  the  people  turn  their  attention  to  the  soil,  more  true  - 
wealth  wiU  be  enjoyed  and  a  greater  export  trade  will  then  be  possible. 

Cocoannts,  bananas,  lemons,  oranges,  pineapples,  cocoa,  coffee, 
vanilla,  rubber  and  tobacco,  ilsh,  oysters,  turtle,  and  shrimps  are  abon- 
dant;  bnt  no  use  is  made  of  this  wealth  beyond  local  consaroptaon. 

BXPOBT8  Ajn)  ntPOBTB. 

Both  export  and  import  trade  are  on  the  increase  at  this  port,  barring 
the  one  item  of  chicle  and  a  temporary  suspension  in  the  shipping  of 
coffee,  on  accoant  of  the  low  prices  bow  prevailing. 

The  exports  of  this  port  go  mainly  to  the  United  States.  The  com- 
plete list  appears  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

The  imports  are  divided  between  the  United  States,  France,  Germany, 
Spain,  and  England.  Imports  from  the  United  States  are  increasing 
in  the  lines  of  lumber,  hardware,  cutlery,  wire  fencing,  sewing  machines, 
American  clocks  and  musical  instruments,  drugs,  patent  and  other 
medicines,  perfumery,  toilet  articles.  Some  wines  and  most  of  the  sur- 
gical instruments  sold  here  are  of  French  make.  Germany  sells  many 
lines  of  goods,  German  local  merchants  favoring  their  fatherland  with 
their  orders.  At  one  time,  much  of  the  hardware  and  cutlery  sold  were 
of  German  make,  on  account  of  the  low  price.  To-day,  a  German 
machete  can  not  be  sold  at  any  price  if  the  parchaser  knows  it. 

The  peon,  who  can  not  read  a  word,  has  learned  to  tell  an  American 
blade  by  blowing  his  breath  upon  it.    He  also  avoids  the  swan  stamped 


'  In  rMpODse  to  olioolar  of  Angnit  5, 1698. 
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on  Germac  blades.  I  do  not  think  an  American  blade  coald  be  aold 
here  if  a  swan  were  stamped  on  it.  Spain  also  receivoB  a  share  of  the 
Mexican  trade  through  the  Spaniah  merchants  who  live  here.  English 
goods  have  a  fair  sale. 

HOW  TO  INCBBASE  AUBBJGAN  TEAJ)£. 

American  gooda  are  in  good  repute,  and  more  conld  be  sold  if  Span- 
iBh-s]>eaking  agents  ftom  oar  coantry  woald  be  sent  here,  in  place  of 
Spanish  printed  circalars.  There  is  nothing  in  the  way  of  selling  Ameri- 
can goods  in  this  market,  if  we  will  only  show  oar  goods  and  posh  for 
the  trade,  as  the  French  and  dermaos  do.  The  langaage  is  the  only 
obstacle. 

A  mild-mannered,  easy-going  person  is  the  one  who  will  sell  goods 
to  these  people.  A  man  exhibiting  the  rnshing,  "lightning  express" 
method  we  have  of  soliciting  business  at  home,  wotdd  be  a  worse  failure 
in  this  mauana  country  than  he  who  could  not  speak  a  word  of  Spanish, 
and  worked  entirely  through  an  interpreter. 

We  should  send  goods  in  our  own  ships.  To  send  American-made 
goods  iu  foreign  ships  with  foreign  crews,  offloers,  and  masters  is  very 
mnch  like  sending  the  gospel  by  uubelieTers,  sarages,  and  heathen,  and 
expecting  spiritual  success. 

NEED  OF  BETTBB  TBANSPOBTATION  FACILITIES. 

There  are  no  arbitrary  cnstoms  or  port  regulations  here.  Everything 
works  smnothly.  A  weekly  line  of  steamers  to  touch  at  this  port  is  all 
that  is  lacking.  With  a  liberal  policy  toward  this  port  iu  the  way  of 
weekly  service,  the  trade  at  this  port  A'om  now  on  will  show  a  satisfac- 
tory increase. 

When  the  Hidalgo  Railroad  fix>m  the  City  of  Mexico  to  this  place  is 
completed  and  the  sand  bar  In  the  mouth  of  the  river  removed,  the 
short  distance  to  the  capital,  and  the  natural  fertility  of  the  countiy 
will  make  Tnxpan  the  gnlf  gate  and  chief  port  of  Mexico,  and  its  beach 
the  resort  and  wateriug  place  of  the  capital  city. 

A.  B.  Jones,  Consul. 

TuxPAJf,  September  5, 1898. 
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SUFPLEMENTABY  REPORT.' 

I  have  interviewed  the  leading  mercbants  in  different  brancbes  of 
trade  in  tbis  place,  tonchiug  tbe  qnestions  of  the  obstacles,  if  auy,  exist- 
ing in  tbe  path  of  trade  between  Mesico  and  tbe  United  States^  tbe 
countries  from  which  tbey  boagbt  their  goods,  why  they  preferred  to 
buy  them  in  remote  markets  rather  than  in  our  country,  and  whether  tbe 
American  system  of  packing  was  inferior  to  European  methods.  The 
consensus  of  opiiiioD  with  regard  to  packing,  was  that  United  States 
exporters  bad  been  greatly  at  fault  daring  past  years,  but  recently, 
tbey  had  improved  and  their  methods  would  now  compare  favorably 
witb  those  of  any  other  people. 

Tbe  suggestions  ofl'ered  upon  the  subject  were  that  goods  should  be 
packed  as  light  and  as  strong  as  possible,  and  be  adapted  for  mule-back 
transportation,  for  there  are  no  roads  or  railroads  in  this  district,  and 
pack  mules  are  used  all  the  time. 

All  were  unanimous  in  saying  that  tbe  greatest  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  iacreasing  our  traffic  lay  iu  the  failure  of  our  merchants  and  ship- 
pers to  acquaint  themselves  sufficiently  with  tbe  requirements  of  Mexi- 
can tariff  lavs,  so  as  to  avoid  fines  and  double  duties,  witb  tbe  attend- 
ant trouble  and  expense. 

Mexican  tariff  rates  are  not  for  revenue  only,  but  for  revenue  and 
protection^  and  are  almost  prohibitory  on  such  goods  as  the  Adminis- 
tration wishes  to  have  manufoctnred  at  home;  and  when  doable  or 
triple  duties  are  collected,  our  merchants  must  stand  the  loss.  Then 
they  blame  tbe  Mexican  customs  officers  when  the  real  trouble  lies  in 
ignorance  of  tariff  requirements. 

9ome  commodities  are  datiable  by  weight  and  some  by  length:  some 
pay  on  gross  weight  of  the  package,  some  on  legal  weight,  and  some 
on  net  weight.  Gross-weight  packages  shoald  be  as  light  and  as 
strong  as  possible.  Legal  weight  includes  tbe  goods  and  all  inside 
wrappings— everything  but  the  outside  case — e.  g.,  the  straw  packing 
around  crockery  and  glasswiire,  ete.  Net  weight  is  the  weight  of  the 
article  itaelf,  exclusive  of  the  bottle,  can,  or  wrapper  containing  it. 

I,  Kovember  25, 
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The  duty  on  hardware  in  most  lines  is  on  gross  weight;  on  shoes, 
according  to  length  in  centimeters.  Most  of  the  hardware  sold  here  is 
of  American  make. 

Drags  are  imported  chiefly  from  France.  Some  come  from  America, 
but  more  conld  be  sold  here.  Surgical  iaatruments  are  almost  all  of 
French  make.  The  reason  for  the  French  predominance  m  this  market 
is  that  nearly  all  medical  ftudCDts  in  Mexico  nse  BVench  books  and  are 
accustomed  to  the  French  surgical  and  pharmaceutical  names. 

Dry  goods,  woolens,  and  silks  mostly  come  from  Manchester,  Fug- 
laud.  1  asked  several  dealers  why  they  bought  silks  in  Europe  when 
the  United  States  was  manufacturing  and  selling  the  same  articles 
nearly  all  over  the  world.  They  answered  that  they  had  not  been 
aware  of  the  fact.  Many  of  the  cassiuieres  are  from  France.  Mexico 
is  beginning  to  make  oassimeres — very  pretty  imitations  of  the  French 
article.  Most  all  of  the  cotton  goods  sold  in  Mexico  are  manufac- 
tured at  home,  and  the  dnty  is  very  high.  About  the  only  cotton 
goods  coming  into  this  district  Irom  the  United  States  are  ducking  and 
canviw.  Linen  goods  come  from  England  and  France.  American  hats 
are  very  popular  in  Mexico,  and  are  worn  by  the  business  men  and 
residents  of  cities  and  towns.  The  rancheros  still  wear  the  Mexican 
broad -brimmed,  pointed,  high-crowned  sombrero. 

American  shoes  are  very  popular  with  the  wealthier  classes,  who  can 
afford  to  buy  them,  on  account  of  their  superiority  in  material  style, 
and. make.  A  large  ]>ercentage  of  the  people  in  this  warm  climate  go 
barefooted,  and  some  wear  only  sandals  to  protect  the  soles  of  the  feet. 
The  Mexican  leather  is  injured  in  their  process  of  tanning,  and  the 
shape  of  the  shoes  gives  bat  little  protection  to  the  foot.  A  person 
woald  hesitate  to  kick,  with  a  Mexican  shoe  on,  almost  as  mnch  as  il  he 
were  barefooted.  American  shoes  woald  have  a  better  sale  if  more  of 
them  were  foand  in  stock. 

The  tariff  laws  applying  to  shoes  shoald  be  studied  before  putting 
goods  on  this  market. 

A.  B.  Jones,  Gotuul 

I'DXPAM,  November  25, 1898. 


VERA  CRUZ.I 

OOMMEBCIAI.  DEVELOPMENT. 

While  the  value  of  imports  of  Mexico  hiis  been  increasing  constantly 
in  the  last  few  years,  a  stady  of  statistics  reveals  that  the  nature  of 
the  imports  has  entirely  changed.  A  few  years  ago,  almost  every  com- 
modity for  life  and  comfort  could  be  found  in  the  freight  list  of  incom- 
ing steamers;  but  at  the  present  day,  a  wonderful  development  of 
domestic  indastries,  made  possible  by  a  high  protective  tariff,  coQpled 
with  the  advantages  of  very  cheap  labor,  and  the  depreciation  of 
silver,  has  taken  place.  The  last  decade  has  witnessed  the  erec- 
tion of  extensive  manufacturing  plants  in  almost  every  section  of 
the  country.  The  State  of  Vera  Crnz  has  been  particularly  progress- 
ive, and  its  great  wealth  of  water  power  is  being  utilized  to  operate 
a  number  of  milts  and  factories,  especially  in  the  district  of  Orizaba, 
which  has  unrivaled  climatic  advantages.  Extensive  cotton  and 
jate  mills,  utilizing  over  10,000,000  pounds  of  raw  cotton  imported 
from  the  United  States,  breweries,  ice  factories,  stamping  mills,  and  a 

'Id  TDBpoiue  to  circular  or  Angnst  5, 1898. 
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nnmber  of  other  factories,  priscipally  owned  and  operated  by  the  Ori- 
zaba ludastrial  Company,  are  working  to  their  fullest  capacity,  and  I 
am  informed  that  the  ontpat  iB  not  equal  to  the  demand. 

Under  the  management  of  Governor  Dehesa,  who  is  one  of  the  moat 
Miergetio  ofQcials  of  the  Republic,  I  anticipate  that  in  a  few  years,  this 
State  will  produce  a  larger  quantity  of  manufactured  goods  of  variouB 
kinds.  He  has  now  opened  what  might  be  called  a  "special  bureaa  of 
information,"  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  circular  letter  just  issued : 

Xalapa,  Statx  ok  Vbra  Crdz,  Mexico, 

OiU)ber  15,  1S98. 

Govemor  Teodoro  A.  Deheaa,  of  tbe  8tat«  of  Vera  Cmz,  Mexico,  liiia  within  the 
past  yuar  oHtablished  in  Xalapa  a  special  bareaa  of  informatioD,  tliroDgh  wbicli  it 
IS  proposed  to  famish  Bach  persoDB  as  may  bo  ioterested  any  general  or  epecifio 
information  that  may  be  desired  respectinft  the  State  of  Vein  Cmz. 

AmoDK  the  Stutea  of  the  Mexican  Reptililio,  there  is  prubablv  none  more  adran- 
tBgeonsIy  sitnated  or  more  richly  endowed  by  nature  than  the  State  of  Vera  Craz. 
Possessed  tbroaghoat  its  whole  extent  of  a  soil  of  snrpaflsing  fertility,  and  enjoy- 
ing every  variety  of  olimato,  from  tiopioal  in  the  low  landn,  changing  eradnally  jd 
the  ascent  of  the  slopes  to  salt  the  requirements  or  tastes  of  the  iiidlvidual,  to  a 
climate  in  the  hiuh  altitadee  visited  in  the  winter  by  froxt,  luculitieH  may  readily 
bo  chosen  especially  adapted  to  the  most  Hncoeasful  cultivation  of  any  of  the  prud- 
ncte  of  the  torrid  and  most  of  those  of  the  temperate  zones.  Itorderlng  for  ita 
wbole  length  the  Unlf  of  Mexico,  and  extending  southward  to  the  Isthmus  of 
Tehnantepeo,  it  occupies  the  territory  thronffh  which  the  tide  of  travel  and  trade 
ia  destined  to  pass  to  and  from  the  South  American  States.  Well  provided  with 
railroads  and,  in  the  lower  levels,  with  numerous  navigable  rivers,  the  producer 
finds  easy  access  to  the  seaports  of  the  Oulf  coast  and  to  Salina  Cruz  on  the  Pacific, 
while,  by  different  lines  of^  railway,  the  interior  of  the  country  can  be  quickly  and 
cheaply  reached.  The  State  Is  also  well  provided  with  water  power,  furnished  by 
the  nnmerous  perennial  moantain  etreaine  that  descend  to  the  coast.  Abnndant 
water  powpr  is  obtainable  for  manufactories  of  any  description  or  magnitude. 

The  State  is  developing  rapidly,  aod  ie  now  about  to  receive  fresh  impetus  throarh 
the  projection  of  several  new  lines  of  railway,  and  through  the  Improvementetothe 
harbors  of  Vera  Cruz,  Coatzacoalcos,  and  Salina  Cruz.  That  of  Vera  Craz  ia  almost 
completed,  vessels  being  now  able  to  receive  and  diecbarge  cargo  &om  the  city's 

The  design  of  the  borean  Is  to  frimiah  withont  charge,  reliable  Information  from 
official  sources  to  any  who  may  wish  to  aoqaaint  themselve*  with  the  advantages 
offerird  by  the  State  of  Vora  Cruz,  with  the  view  of  inveatluK  in  lands,  engaKing  in 
agricultural  or  mechanical  pursnita,  opening  cbanoels  of  trade,  or  developing  m  any 
form  the  resources  of  the  State,  and  also  to  advise  those  who  may  visit  the  State 
toi  such  purposes. 

Inquiries  may  be  addreoaed  to  Alexander  M.  Qaw,  special  agent,  Xalapa,  State  of 
Tera  Cmz,  Mexico. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  products  of  the  local  factories  in  some  cases 
bave  not  attained  the  same  degree  of  excellence  as  similar  American  or 
European  prodacts,  they  are  turned  out  at  so  low  a  cost  of  produc- 
tion that  it  is  impossible  for  the  foreign  articles  to  compete,  handi- 
capped as  they  are  with  the  import  duties  and  comparatively  high 
transjKirtation  charges  from  the  seaboard  to  the  inland  markets, 
which  leaves  the  domestic  articles  an  nnobstructed  field.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  are  factories  in  Mexitio  whose  products  compare  most  favora- 
bly with  kindred  goods  made  abroad ;  for  instance,  the  jute  bags,  such 
as  are  used  in  bagging  raw  centrifugal  sugar,  and  other  like  substances. 
I  believe  they  are  superior  to  the  Calcutta  twills,  Barcelona  sacks,  or 
any  other  I  have  ever  seen.  The  price  is  a  trifle  higher  than  the  Cal- 
cutta, but  much  cheaper  than  the  Barcelona  bags. 

COTTON  GOODS 

Oommon  prints  and  low  grades  of  cotton  textiles  from  abroad  are 
nearly  excluded  from  the  markets  of  Mexico,  and  will  remaio  so, 
SB  long  as  the  present  schedule  of  daties  is  maiotained.    It  is  a  &ot 
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worthy  of  mention  that  whatever  the  cost  of  production  may  be  (wbich 
I  have  not  been  able  to  aeeertaiu],  Mexican  products  are  aoii  to  the 
coDsnmers  in  the  United  States  at  about  the  same  price  as  the  same 
class  of  goods  are  sold  to  the  consumers  here;  hence,  the  profits  to  the 
manafaeturers  are  much  greater  on  account  of  cheap  labor  paid  in 
cheap  money.  The  only  exception  to  this  rule  is  where  some  foreign 
house  is  competing  on  some  special  article. 

AMBBIOAN  OOAL. 

It  is  gratifying  indeed  to  report  that  the  prejudice  heretofore  enter- 
tained against  American  coal  is  fast  subsiding.  Coal  burners  admit 
that  it  pays  them  better  to  use  American  than  English  coal,  an  what- 
ever superiority  may  be  claimed,  justly  or  unjustly,  for  the  latter  is 
ofi'set  by  the  cheaper  price  of  the  former.  The  consnmptiou  of  coal  in 
Mexico,  though  increased  of  late  years,  still  falls  short  of  the  possibil- 
ities as  soon  as  certain  adverse  conditions  can  be  remedied.  Many 
districts  accessible  to  the  railroads  still  cling  to  the  idea  that  it  is 
cheaper  to  bum  wood.  The  reasons  given  are,  first,  the  scarcity  of 
good  stokers,  and,  second,  the  higher  cost  of  coal.  I  have  the  authority 
of  an  expert  engineer  who,  being  entirely  disinterested  in  the  matter, 


The  price  of  coal  can  be  reduced  very  materially.    In  the  port  of 
Yera  Cruz,  the  handling  of  coal  is  extremely  slow  and  entirely  iuade- 

Suate  to  the  requirements  of  modern  shipping.  One  hundred  tons  per 
ay  is  aboat  the  average  discharge  of  a  steamer  during  the  season  of 
"northers,"  from  September  to  April.  This  is,  of  course,  very  slow 
work,  and  brings  with  it  higher  rates  of  ocean  freights.  There  is  no 
coal-handling  machinery  in  tbti  port.  Ships  discharge  to  lighters,  and 
I  am  informed  that  it  costs  from  $1.25  to  91-50  per  ton  of  1,000  kilos 
(2,200  pounds)  to  discharge  the  coal  and  put  it  on  railroad  cars.  It  is 
surprising  that  a  modern  coal  yard  has  not  been  estabhshed  here  by 
the  coal  merchants  of  the  States,  as  such  an  investment  could  bat 
yi^d  splendid  results. 


Notwithstanding  the  general  decline  in  exportation  during  the  war, 
Mexican  leaf  tobacco  and  cigars  not  only  held  their  own  but  increased 
remarkably.  The  following  figures  will  illustrate  the  difi'erenoe  in 
favorof  Mexican  exporters,  viz:  March  quarter,  $25,652;  June  quarter, 
$73,396;  and  September  quarter,  $141,652  in  leaf  tobacco,.and  $1,703, 
$1,983,  and  $3,257  in  cigars.  The  gain  to  Mexico  I  would  account  as 
loss  to  Cuba.  However,  from  the  present  indications,  it  appears  that 
the  tobacco  trade  has  come  to  stay.  It  is  the  opinion  of  people  who 
understand  the  art  of  cultivation  and  curing  tobacco,  that  attention 
should  be  called  to  the  excellent  quality  of  Mexican  tobacco  to  be  used 
for  wrappers,  in  competition  with  the  Cuban  product,  which  has  here- 
tofore held  first  place  in  the  world's  market.  On  account  of  the 
revolution  in  Cuba,  large  areas  which  were  devoted  to  the  planting 
of  tobacco  have  prodaced  nothing,  and  planters  and  laborers  have 
migrated  to  Mexico  in  considerable  numbers.  Thesti  men  are  all 
enthusiastic  over  the  richness  ot  the  Me:«icAn  soil,  the  abundance  of 
water,  the  cUmate,  and  other  lavorable  conditions  they  have  found  here. 
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The  state  of  Vera  Oruz  appears  to  possess  particnlarly  fitvorable 
coDditioDS  for  the  raisiiig  of  bigh-grade  tobacco,  which,  on  acconnt  of 
its  lightneBB,  floeness,  color,  and  flavor,  is  splendidly  adapted  for  wrap- 
pers, and  Is,  in  conseqoeDce,  cotomanding  a  good  price  in  the  markets. 
It  is  claimed  that  tobacco  for  wrappers  of  the  very  best  quality,  bring- 
ing as  niach  as  S4  gold  per  pomid,  conld  be  produced  in  these  weu- 
favored  regions,  particalarly  in  the  high  grouuds  near  Oznmaciu, 
which  has  vater  on  both  sides,  and  where  the  soil  contains  from  80  to 
85  per  cent  of  sand  and  from  5  to  6  t>er  cent  of  white  clay,  the  balance 
being  decomposed  vegetable  matter.  The  last  tobacco  crop  of  the 
OzQmacin  district  and  of  the  Naciooal  Valley  averaged  from  3  to  4 
arrobas  (75  to  100  pounds)  per  thousand  plants,  and  was  aold  for  from 
80  cents  to  91  per  pound.  The  total  cost,  including  seeding,  nursing, 
harvesting,  curing,  etc.,  and  interest  on  the  investment,  was  less  than 
16  cents  per  poand,  which  left  a  very  handsome  profit.  On  account  of 
very  &Torable  climatic  conditions,  the  crop  will  be  this  year  of  an  even 
better  qoality,  and  as  there  was  no  need  of  fresh  seeding,  it  is  calculated 
that  the  crop  can  be  prepared  for  market  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  12 
cents  per  pound.  When  the  plants  are  quite  small,  the  buyers  pay 
80  cents  i>er  pound,  bnt  the  planters  believe  that  the  real  price  shonld 
be  tl.20  when  ready  for  shipment,  about  the  end  of  February  or  the 
beginning  of  March. 

It  is  calculated  that  the  San  Andres  Taxtla  district  will  produce  this 
year,  300,000  arrobas.  Althongh  inferior  to  the  product  of  Oaxaca,  this 
tobacco  is  of  excellent  qnality.  In  that  district  it  is  calculated  that  a 
plantation  of  76  acres,  in  which  1,000,000  tobacco  plants  can  be  culti- 
vated, would  give  a  crop  worth  962,000.  Deducting  the  cost  of  plant- 
ing, etc.,  at  the  rate  of  93  per  arroba,  there  remains  a  net  result  of 
$60,000  for  tobacco  alone,  not  counting  tlie  many  by-products  of  great 
value,  which  a  good  planter  would  produce  without  materially  increasing 
bis  operating  expenses. 

THB  HABBOB  OF  TBBA  OBTTZ. 

Since  my  last  report  on  the  harbor  of  Vera  Oruz,  the  oonstructiou  of 
the  jetty  has  been  progressing  rapidly.  The  breakwater  wall  inclosing 
the  bay  and  shutting  off  the  northern  channel  is  practically  fioished, 
affording  a  perfectly  safe  anchorage  for  vessels  of  deep  draft.  A  new 
pier  has  also  been  finished,  and  is  now  being  used  by  mcoming  sb'am- 
ers  of  various  nations.  The  Ward  Line  (Sev  York  and  Gaban  Mail 
Steamship  Company)  has  obtained  a  concession  from  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment to  build  a  wharf.  A  good  test  of  the  effectiveness  of  the 
north  breakwater  wall  was  made  on  the  I5th  of  October  ultimo,  when 
a  most  severe  "  norther  "  raged  for  twenty-fonr  hours.  All  tbe  ships  in 
the  harbor  remained  firm  in  their  moorings,  and  a  large  steamer  moored 
alongside  of  the  new  pier,  and  did  not  appear  to  be  laboring  at  all. 

Two  substantial  light-honaes  have  been  dedicated  to  the  marine 
service  by  the  Mexican  Government. 

BAILBOABS  PBOJ£:OTED. 

From  the  monthly  circular  of  the  management  of  the  steamboats 
plying  on  the  rivers  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Vera  CruK,  some 
interesting  particulars  about  the  railroad  prospects  in  that  wonderfdlly 
rich  agricnltural  region  are  obtained. 

The  lease  of  the  Tebuantepec  Isthmus  Bailrosd,  which  is  the  property 
of  the  Federal  Government,  to  the  Pearson  Oompany  is  an  accom- 
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pliehed  £act,  and  the  recoDstraction  of  the  entire  line  from  the  Gnlf  to 
the  Pacific  is  to  be  aDdertsken  in  the  near  Aitore.  Under  concessions 
from  the  Federal  Government,  the  Pearsons  are  now  building  a  branch 
line  from  Jaile,  a  station  on  the  Tehuant«pec  line,  to  San  Jnan  Evange- 
lista,  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  San  Jnan  River,  and  expect  to  have 
this  line  m  fnll  operation  before  the  end  of  December  next.  From  San 
Jnan,  two  branches  are  contemplated,  one  to  San  Andres  Tnstla  and 
the  other  to  San  Nicolas;  the  former  will  branch  off  from  the  latter  at 
a  point  oil  the  San  Jnan  River  near  La  Oera.  Under  the  concession, 
the  line  may  extend  from  San  Nicolas  to  Tlacotalpam  and  Alvarado, 
but  it  is  not  yet  settled  whether  the  extension  will  be  built,  as  the  river 
famishes  ample  transportation  facilities.  The  Pearsons  intend  to  con- 
stract  and  operate  a  complete  system  of  transportation  for  the  entire 
Onlf  coast,  and  to  carry  out  this  intention  are  even  now  having  surveys 
made  to  determine  the  advisability  of  building  a  nulroad  from  Playa 
Vicente  to  Paso  Nuevo,  which  would  bring  some  of  the  richest  Oaxaca 
districts  into  rapid  communication  with  the  coast. 

Regarding  Playa  Vicente,  it  is  learned  from  the  same  aatfaority  that 
during  last  month,  a  steamboat  went  up  the  Teseochaoan  Kiver,  the 
southern  branch  of  the  Papaloapan,  to  Playa  Vicente,  and  entered 
the  Mansa  River,  and  then  proceeded  a  whole  day's  journey  up  to  the 
plantation  of  the  Kio  Mansa  Company,  a  Scottish  enterprise.  This  feat 
has  been  considered  impossible  of  accomplishment  heretofore,  but  will 
no  doubt  be  repeated,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  planters  in  that  por- 
tion of  Oaxaca.  The  plantation  alluded  to  is  capitalized  for  $800,000, 
silver,  and  has  600,000  coffee  trees,  which  yielded  last  year  at  the  last 

Cting,  2,000  sacks  of  cofiEee.  Italso  contains  a  large  quantity  of  rub- 
trees  and  large  pastures  devoted  to  stock  raising. 
From  this,  it  would  seem  that  the  Pearson  management,  in  oonjanc- 
taon  with  the  well-organized  river  steamboat  company,  intends  to  con- 
trol transportation  in  the  coast  district.  The  combination  will  have  a 
competitor,  however,  in  the  Vera  Cruz  and  Pacific  system,  to  be  built 
under  the  conceasion  obtained  by  A.  B.  Mason  tbroagh  a  transfer  of 
the  old  Bead  and  Campbell  coiicoesiou,  for  the  extension  of  the  Mexican 
Southern  from  Oaxaca  to  the  iBthmus.  This  line  will  start  from  or  near 
Cordoba,  on  the  Mexican  Railroad,  and  will  either  absorb  or  run  parallel 
to  the  "Agricola"  line  from  Cordoba  to  Motzerongo,  touch  Tuxtepec, 
Oaxaca,  where  the  Papaloapan  will  be  crossed,  and  connect  with  the 
Isthmus  line  at  Santa  Lucrecia,  about  40  kilometers  from  Julie.  Engi- 
neers have  been  at  work  for  some  time,  and  it  is  said  that  constmction 
will  begin  next  month.  As  the  main  portion  of  the  Pearson  system  will 
be  completed  within  the  next  eighteen  mouths,  it  will  have  a  consider- 
able start  over  its  competitor,  and  may  establish  complete  control  over 
the  [stbmus  portion  of  the  territory  before  the  other  can  possibly  reach 
it  At  all  events,  the  Vera  Cruz  coast  and  theGulf  sideof  the  Isthmns 
will  in  a  very  short  time  be  provided  with  excellent  transportation 
facilities,  which  means  that  the  lauds  in  that  section  will  rise  rapidly 
in  value. 

AMEBIO&N   OOLOTILES. 

Tfae  vast  torritor;  lying  between  the  Golf  and  mountain  range  begias 
to  attract  the  attention  of  the  American  farmers;  a  fair  sprinkling  of 
them  are  now  at  work,  and  from  the  best  information  1  have  it  is  no 
longer  an  experiment,  bat  an  accomplished  fact  that  the  results  are 
flattering.  One  of  these  settlements,  I  am  informed,  has  constructed  a 
public  highway  to  the  shipping  point  for  the  transportatioD  of  their 
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prodacts  which  ia  effected  by  mdaos  of  AmericaD-manafactared  wagons, 
quite  a  novelty  in  this  State.  Another  of  the  settlers  reports  to  mo  a 
sale  of  com  of  $400,  Mexicoii  cnrrency,  from  20  acres,  and  is  confident 
his  rice  will  pay  Mm  *1,000  to  $1,200  from  10  acres  of  land.  Another 
said: 

Give  me  Amaricui  labor-savin f;  ImplenentB  nnd  American  loada  and  wagons,  and 
I  anit  tbe  oity  and  go  to  fanuioE,  because  I  know  I  can  raise  almost  anytbing  in 
this  climate  and  have  a  good  market  to  sell  in ;  with  the  present  Mexioaa  system  of 
tranaportatien,  I  should  never  undertake  it. 

There  is  no  doabt  in  my  mind  that  it  would  be  well  to  send  United 
States  wagons  to  this  port.  Several  shipments  of  wheat  from  Mexico 
are  recorded  at  Vera  Crnz. 

LAND  LAWS. 

For  anch  persons  as  may  want  to  come  to  settle  in  Mexico  the  fol- 
lowing in  regard  to  foreign  landholders  may  be  of  interest: 

On  the  11th  of  March,  1S12,  the  President,  Santa  Anna,  issued  a 
decree  under  which  foreigners  were  permitted  te  hold  land  in  the 
Repablic  ander  certain  restrictions  as  to  residence  (abolished  by  the 
lawof  the  28th  of  May,  1886),  and  others  no  longer  existing.  Article  10 
of  that  decree,  however,  is  as  follows: 

In  the  departments  (States)  wbioh  are  not  on  the  ftontler,  bat  which  have  coasts, 
the  foreignBT  can  only  acqaire  country  property  (land)  at  5  leagues  distance  from 
the  coast. 

On  the  1st  of  February,  1850,  the  provisional  president,  Comonfort, 
issued  a  decree  which  prohibited  foreigners  from  acquiring  real  estate 
in  the  frontier  States  or  territories  within  20  leagues  of  the  boundary, 
without  the  previous  permission  of  the  supreme  Qovernment,  and  pro- 
vides that  foreigners  who  desire  to  obtain  land  within  said  limit  must 
present  a  j>etition  to  the  department  of  public  improvements  (Fomeuto), 
accompanied  with  a,  report  of  the  governor  of  the  State  or  territory  in 
which  the  real  estate  ia  located. 

It  has  been  argued  by  very  prominent  lawyers  of  this  country  that  the 
laws  imposing  said  limits  are  no  longer  binding;  that,  in  fact,  they  were 
abrogated  by  the  Mexican  constitution,  which  guarantees  the  "rifrhts 
of  man"  to  foreigners  aa  well  as  to  citizens.  Blackstone  defines  those 
"righte"  as  follows:  "The  rights  of  man  consist  in  the  free  use,  dis- 
posal, and  enjoyment  of  all  his  acquisitions,  without  any  control  or 
diminution,  save  only  by  tlie  laws  of  the  land."  Judge  Hall  in  his  work 
on  "The  laws  of  Mexico,"  now  out  of  print,  quotes  this  definition  in 
snpport  of  his  contention  that  said  laws  are  no  longer  applicable,  but 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  saving  clause  is  a  distinctly  dangerous  one. 

Then,  it  has  also  been  argued  that  the  Presidents  named  exceeded 
their  powers  in  imposing  the  limitation  in  question,  and  that  in  any 
case,  the  Federal  Government  had  no  control  over  the  snbject-matter, 
which  control  was  vested  in  the  States.  On  the  other  hand,  some  emi- 
nent lawyers  here  contend  that  the  limitations  still  apply;  that  they 
have  not  been,  directly  or  indirectly,  repealed  by  the  constitution,  and 
that  they  are  countenanced  by  tbe  principles  of  international  law. 

Article  fi  of  the  public  lands  law  of  the  26th  of  March,  1894,  after 
statingthateveryinhabitantof  theBepublic  has  the  rightto"  denounce" 
national  lands,  goes  on  to  say:  "The  privilege  granted  by  this  article 
does  not  repeal  the  restrictions  (modifications)  already  established  by 
the  laws  in  force  with  regard  to  the  acquisition  by  foreigners  of  real 
estate  in  the  Itepublic."  There  are  no  other  restrictions  than  those 
C  E— VOL  1 38 
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referred  to,  in  respect  to  foreigners  holdinfr  real  estate  in  this  Republic; 
consequently  this  article  mnst  refer  to  such  restrictions. 

Then  there  has  been  a  ruling  by  the  department  of  public  improve- 
meiitB,  on  the  point  The  department  was  asked  to  advise  "whether 
foreigners  who  wished  to  acquire  mines  within  the  frontier  zone  of  20 
leagues,  are  obliged  to  petition  for  the  corresponding  i>ermit,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  the  lat  of  February,  1856,"  Min- 
ister Leal  replied : 

Foreigners  are  still  obliged  to  solicit  permits  id  accordance  with  the  law  as  to  fgr- 
eiiniB'^r  because  sncli  law,  beinK  of  a  special  nature,  can  not  be  considered  annulled 
by  tbe  new  mininK  law,  which  is  genenil  in  character  and  does  not  contain  auf  pro- 
vision which  can  be  looked  npou  as  eipresslf  abolishing  said  reqnlcemenU. 

As  no  doubt  a  prndent  foreigner  will  decide  to  recognize  the  decrees, 
it  may  be  well  to  state  that  the  modas  operandi  is  as  follows:  Aa 
regards  the  frontier  limit,  the  governor  of  the  State  in  which  the  land 
is  located  is  flret  approached  by  means  of  a  petition  to  the  department 
of  fomento,  supported  by  the  testimonials  of  prominent  people  and  a 
report  of  the  Mexican  consul  as  to  the  status  of  the  applicant.  The 
governor  returns  the  papers  to  the  applicant,  at  the  same  time  signi- 
fying his  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  application.  The  papers  are 
then  handed  to  the  department  of  public  improvements  (fomento),  and 
after  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  has  reported  as  to  the  matter, 
the  application  is  granted  or  rejected  by  the  minister  of  the  former 
department,  it  may  be  stated  that  no  respectable  applicant  has  any 
difficulty  in  getting  the  desired  permission,  but  the  same  is  always  per- 
sonal; that  is  to  say,  it  is  never  granted  to  corporations,  but  to  indi- 
viduals only.  In  case  of  corporations,  the  usual  course  is  for  the  direc- 
tors personally  to  apply  for  and  obtain  the  pi^rmission.  Of  course,  it  is 
not  necessary  for  the  heirs  of  any  individual  who  has  secured  the  per- 
mission to  likewise  apply  for  it. 

As  regards  the  coast  limits,  the  difficulties  are  greater,  inasmuch  as 
the  permission  of  Congress  is  necessary  in  this  case.  The  usual  petition 
has  to  be  presented,  which  should  be  supported  by  testimonials,  etc., 
as  to  the  character  of  the  applicant,  unless,  indeed,  he  be  wdl  known. 
In  this  case,  too,  the  application  will  be  granted  as  a  matter  of  course 
to  a  respectable  applicant.  It  is  important  to  remember  that  a  coloni- 
zation concession  is  a  sufficient  permission,  and  that  colonists  coming 
in  thereunder  are  under  no  necessity  to  make  the  application  referred 
to.  Strangely  enough,  the  decree  as  to  the  coast  limits  is  often  disre- 
garded by  foreigners,  while  that  relating  to  the  frontier  is  always  recog 
nized.  There  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  tor  thinking  that  if  one  is 
valid  the  other  is  not.    Both  practically  stand  or  fall  together. 

PEOMOTION  OP  UNITED  STATES  TRADE. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  reiterate  the  suggestions  contained  in  ipy 
last  annual  report,  concerning  tbe  means  of  increasing  oar  commerce: 

1.  Strictly  adhere  to  the  rules,  regnlatious,  and  tariff  laws, 

2.  Do  not  send  Inferior  articles,  unless  the  contract  specially  calls  for 
them. 

3.  Do  not  send  salesmen  to  Mexico  who  can  not  speak  Spanish  and 
are  unwilling  to  conform  to  the  modus  operandi  of  Mexican  dealers  in 
buying,  packing,  shipping,  etc. 

The  tables  of  imports  and  exports  hereto  attached  will  be  of  value 
to  Americans  at  large  and  merchants  in  particular. 

Wii.  W.  Canada,  Consul. 
Tbra  Cruz,  November  5, 1898. 
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Bciui  ■DdoottOD-^^  Mkeud 

Z1B.4T 

xo.ss 

»,S:S 

M,OW.OT 

M.T«£.2R 
2M.M 

U,  421. 24 

CMtle  hide*  ud  goat  *kUu 

!:!tlf 

Z.T31B3 

1,488. 70 
J,18».W 

4,84«.2t 

75!.  M 
7,t3C3S 

ii.Big.za 

714.78 

1:ig:S 

342.10 
44fi.3B 

iT.eojJsj 

c^^wT-i^i^-wc-;^' 

SM.OI 

MS.  30 

gSEfrSaWMSii- 

1T4.B2 

^M4:ls 

2,3»4.41 

Dnnliiiu,  fun,  ud  hoiM- 

'■sa 

a,2ni.78 

4,485.13 

nn.H 

8,075.38 

2,SM.ll 

US.8B 
A71T.M 

^d«..kiD^-dho»h^... 

11, 010.  M 
1S«.B0 

!,U1.M 

B,67LB8 

"■!£!: 

%^ 

184.81 

5S.ii.d-h.^v 

SU.W 

8M.'W 

»BS.M 

■,188.87 

HB.10 

ia6i.67 

?&£ 

144.48 

^ffi^E;::;;;;;;;: 

It.  311 00 

i4,ua,oo 

COMMERCIAL    RELATIONS. 


ArClBlas. 

Quarts 

ondtng- 

Total. 

8«pt.m 

Bco.31. 

Mwr.Jl. 

JO116  30, 

„™„„„.o„„^. 

•ss 

Total 

»109.150,7(1 

(U0.B8T.5* 

100,875.30 

n2e.IKt.30 

45S,I75.»8 

AlllsBtor  peu  iced 

.OS 

64.14 
09,00 

S.-0 

1»2.48 
^  13«,flB 

fl7i:B0 



70.08 

Cuflco 

1,100.90 

8san 

!,W7.« 

''1OU.OO 
19,331.23 

■•'Si; 

5,  Ml.  30 

58,344.11 

i.m.oa 

55*.  00 

50.00 
308.80 

Rubber 

82.05 

■.!^ 

74.01 

47.0a 

001.88 

13.32 

.23 

i,moo 

'  b:48 

2S.  522:39 

"■lis:!!:;:;::::::::::::;- 

^IH 

4.941.00 

1.088.37 
205,  HO 

S:I":» 

wS^^"" 

4.020.60 
34.004.75 
1. 327. 20 

Cedar  and  maliaguiy 

J.««-« 

89,286.57 

^£M 

i,  iiiei 

41.89 

4,672.28 

157.36 

3.792.25 

471.13 

*,2a3.3* 

M7.1D 

3g,2ftl.97 
B4,00 

124,107.03 

IM,HM.3U 

Amcrlpiin  goods  retiiriipd 

560.00 

1,098.  :(4 

3,390.08 

939.90 

10.005.00 
4. 188. 80 
57,284.00 

S3a30 

4.4S3.71 

33!  T4 
17,229.21 

i:*«23.« 

n|54o!B2 

'200!  12 

^ZTs 

IS,  953.54 

22,802.71 

14.573.01 
130, 020. 21 

Silver; 

2Ua.594.75 

254,«M,8fl 

344.621.12 

220,160.33 

1.  iss.  as 

1,IM.59 

1,528.68 

1,809.01 

a7».64 

1,840: 62 
18.56 

7,071.30 

27.20 

809.44 

4,014:84 

1.M6.W 

''"1 

'"•'^^ 

e.m'.w 

7.W1.50 

8,209.48 
19.04 

9.034.23 

(1.60 
40,098.10 

25,007-08 

22.818.42 

44,494.67 

5!,BS8.» 

_3I^fl.8^ 

J7.S74.42 

W,  281. 09 

idbyGoOgIc 


NOBTH    AMERICA:    MEXICO. 


ArticlBI. 

Qairlar 

enillng- 

loU. 

S«pLM. 

Deo.31. 

M„.31. 

JaueSO. 

tsat.K 

•412.  .0 

iSsEiS"."!;:;;:-.::::: 

4.S1T.*1 

2.mu7 

tl.  080.14 

12.346,83 

T.' 770.' 27 

■"■76;jw.fli 

UrauKH 

860.57 

KSSid'S'Z 

aw.  TO 

5.04 

27.18 

I'Sa 

SalphKs.allveTdnJgoid 

5rS„-:;::::: ";::::::: 

::::::::;:::: 

;:::::::::::: 

2.(08.67 

'"... 

I3.11U.3T 

70,115.52 

»,3U.16 

2.486.M 

104,035,86 

125,110 
8.  430,  70 

'^?";]" 

20.453.7T 

3.2:>0.:(4 

15.066.04 

lOfl-K 
175!  00 

■5».D0 

125.  OU 

2.0(5.00 

U3,M 

106,00 

T«t«l 

I«,2I1.BH 

21.110.72 

0,««S.IJ 

iwissaou 

50,623.07 

BnUion: 

245;«05;00 

ZU.MJ-OO 

a.m.m 

263.886.00 

1.020, 282,00 

6,870.00 
46,853,00 

Pmlti 

40,564.00 

20.00 

iii-oi 

444.60 

WM.OO 

301.00 

3.4a5.aa 

3.041,00 
4,405,00 

141.621-00 
502,  27,1,  OU 

22,  i:w,  00 

2,22LO0 

2.236.00 

3.  MO.  00 

2.468.0U 
26.783,00 

«lf7!7Bt!flU 

1:m™ 

JJ.  841.00 

Orta: 

338.00 
W.  620. 00 

132.080.00 

B5L60 

sioloo 

17,581.00 
773.00 

lO-iTsiou 

].««).  00 

tslmoo 

w:mw 

111.636,00 
34.015.00 

3.501,00 

|?^'"»"'-^"--" 

Mi'ii 

128.00 

502.00 

1&3.0D 

5,813.00 

3J.00 

'•as 

266.00 

ToUl 

4O2.O33.00 

543,184.00 

1.4TH.  363.00 

1,233,003,00 

3.650.613.00 

273.66 

,  Bl 

liswiii 

1.504,05 

2,173.68 

4i5.aa 

3.110.M 

S73.0B 

237.6': 

■,;;;;■ 

11  ii 

4705  63 

Qoia.^t!^ 

?;i^:JJ 

813.00 
8,085.48 

7,238,02 
M,  8*8. 31 

COMMERCIAL  EELATIONB. 


QD.rt*r 

ndtnH— 

Total. 

Sept.ao. 

Deo.  31. 

M«.8l. 

Juno  30. 

LA  rjiz-contlnu«l. 

lis 

.MO.  81 

138.72 

WS.07 

'eoaijT 

232.08 

'mTS 

20s;  76 

418.00 
1,280.00 

157,813:84 

S50.50 

70,128.12 

000.35 

228.20 
7>«.e7 

"'is 

ass! 33 

377.00 
318.05 

210, 80S.  07 

174,721.06 

lg2. 087.73 

H  752. 04 

22.483,1X1 

7.700:00 

2,824.00 

£<o!oo 

7.00 

1,003.00 

4,343.00 

10,178.00 

48,285.00 

281.00 

758.00 

972.00 

15.00 

S,  440.00 
7,600.00 
311,00 

OS.  00 

4.831. 00 

3,S9S.OO 

408.00 

3,823.00 

1,357.00 

Kiioo 

7,930.00 
130.00 

0,068.00 
208.00 
118.00 
23.00 

2S4.0O 

H.0O 

15,140.00 

23,340.00 

31,322.00' 

35.S03.00 

AmoTlaiin  goods  rstorned    . . . 

7,0U,72 
297,  bib!  75 

5,SB0.60 

U.  332. 41 
2,247.87 

S1S:S 

81, 032.  W 

BnUUE.gold^diilvoc 

282.151.68 

"11 

237,  239.  71 
14.2BO.50 

270,325.18 

1,087,030, 28 

7.043.18 

■374:50 
372.00 

^'moo 

880.00 

2,000.00 

9,013.18 

M4.21 

!S» 

mio 

...SiS 

2.4I1.U 

32,889.03 

""-Sir. 

3.i,-at.32 

07.00 

OR,  135,  34 

41.833.70 

''"«■(« 

210.60 

250.00 

tOO.N 

8.00 

100.00 

20.00 
234,443.11 

IM.OM.OO 
300.00 

113,190.00 
3,477.00 

180,248.52 

On*.  BUioiou 

2.  BOO.  00 

^680.00 

t.m.90 

2,SI».B8 

NOSTH    AMEBTCA:    MEXICO. 


Artlol.it 

Q»n.r 

ending- 

TdML 

BipptM. 

Dm.  11. 

itu.il. 

•100.00 

•IM.OO 

I'li-t  until  uid  pilntlDSi 

WB-W 

100-00 

*S0.80 

4. 836. 81 

*-SS:Si 

1.SM.W 

ea3.4ii.M 

48S,»I.4> 

8UI.883.87 

600,247.32 

1,008,803.32 

"™™"- 

8B.7S 
81.70 

38.  M 
S.  748. 73 

.Si 

»8.mra 

imai 

S0.00fcOT 

60,006.00 

17M8 

M.U 

88.00 
180.88 

7,080!  88 
80,013.32 

7.788.31 
4.178,8*8.93 

3.478.70 

32.000.4* 

ISS.IO 

18,800.47 

■  ib:7«s:o5 

12,818.31 

10,733:87 
4.307.880.48 

"■SS 

1,740:211:18 

68. 182.  W 

(.65 

IK.  30 
1,7«<».S8 

KI.2S 

2.080.00 

114, 880.82 

£183.83 

1.711.72 

381.30 

8, 067. 34 
823: 067.63 

TI,M1.«8 
1.470.30 

13,307.410.56 

«""^ 

1.883.00 

1.853.00 

iB,tn.w 

14.428.00 

7:236,00 

7;  moo 

1S:S 

18.7*7.00 

is:»8i:<» 

gffilt.rf^.r'^-"*"™'-- 

«-S:S 

•3,678.64 

121.21 

'is 

170.00 

1.S71.M 

3,087.00 

138.00 

UkDhiner;,  Amertcui,  ra- 

178.00 
S.  370. 00 

838.00 

3, 800. 00 
2.010.00 

2, 810. 00 
7.W3.00 

83^042.00 

11.880.00 

31.290.00 

170,133.00 

188.00 

i.sei.oo 

3.411.00 

42;  408:  M 

803.00 
18.3K1.08 

61.863.00 
380.00 

8,178.80 

107.00 

100.35 
400.00 

ne«  (ndlrwd),  Amiirlaui,  n- 

110.00 

841.00 

204.00 
286.00 

moo 

480.00 

17>,««&.IU 

808,380.88 

138,800.34 

166,800.60 

AmeriuD  piodacta  ntnrned.. 

S,  832, 00 

70,  500. 01 
4.830.00 

0.774.00 

11,478.80 

11.031.00 

80.316.60 

6. 717. 08 

8M0a.K< 

COMMEBCIAL   RELATIONS. 


J'alue  of  exportt  aeclartd  /or  Ihe  United  Statei  a 


dnrtng  the  year  ended  June  SO,  1898 — Continned. 


tular  offUiei  In  Mexico 


ArliilM. 

Q««ter 

endlng- 

Tot«l. 

Bept.aO. 

Deo.  31. 

Utr.SI. 

Jane  30. 

tB,B9<.0a 
14,50!.  IS 

10,077.60 

41088.00 
MO.  00 

ti,eis.oo 
i:7;*.oo 

»a7.7S7.0S 
1*,S07.«) 

B3t.M 

6,117.66 

8,062.05 
6.088.00 

OOT.IO 

318.  M 

13,42iaB 

I.BU.10 

1.643.60 
8,860.64 

8.8SII.M 

19, 133.  M 

28,282.32 

1.  BOS.  00 

■■K 

7B6,B8 

1.322.72 

87S.O0 

3,744.43 
300.30 
68.00 
83.00 
20.88 

■as 

10.00 
M.00 

l!M.2fl 

171.  IB 

1,056,30 
1B3.4S 

8,s;j,7« 

m:6o 

1,118.47 

HIdpHRndikmB: 

1. 070.  TO 

a!  53 

ii!oo 

2,481.84 

420.00 

11.  M 

17.04 

174.00 

M5.3G 
83*. » 

i,8ii.»e 

810.00 

80.16 

3. 89 
3.3«7.1t 
1,4»«.00 

7,077.78 

1,418.80 

toa.u 

PAHIUL. 

1.781,31 

606.42 

1,732.31 

SOS.  41 

1,287.73 

HidM,  w«n«itea.  b«r. 

B.M3.B7 

8,Ba.n 

101.30 

600,00 
i,  125.  IB 

10.  tea.  M 

118.36 

11,206.61 

1 

LSI 

T1.0i 

n.m.ta 

•;■« 

ns-K 

1.013.88 

33.381.03 

SM7s.ao 

*"'S:g 

15.BM.a7 

SB.  TOO.  77 

40.418.43 

"^Vkm 

807.14 

173.31! 
33.0Bi;«5 

•11 

111.  44 

J:"I:S 

33,I3«.B9 

n.m.tB 

United  States  goodi  rein  mad . 

BW1.00 

1 

818,068.72 

NOBTH  AMERICA:   MEXICO. 


QDUter 

DdlnK- 

JUM  30, 

StptW. 

Dm.  31. 

Um.31. 

BOaai  MOJADA, 

ai.-m.46 

.sSii 

$184.  TIG.  44 

8242,308.48 
881380.47 

00 

i,*S«.oe 

WT.M 
4W.0O 

4,271.00 

3.IGS.00 

181.80 

'■^ 

4,'tm.m 

15,«W.O0 

m,3H.oo 

ii.ws.w 

8,751.  oe 

sea,  00 

4. 54*.  00 

4.IB7.0O 

••ffi;S 

183,221.00 
587.  UO 

8S3.D0 

1,077.  CO 

1,680.00 

i.  7  J  6. 66 

1.348.00 
19.870.00 

1,257.00 
234.00 

iB,«7j:oa 
lo^oo 

872.00 
30.S18.00 

3.901.00 

ii'lMM 

7Tfl.0O 

81,007.00 
B7S.O0 

°^^™ 

8,500.00 

a>,  173.00 

88,317,00 

21,814.00 
58,181.  oil 
10.872.00 

18&.00 

34.ns.oo 

14,347.00 

70.820.00 

3Ji.DD 

3,476: 00 

817.00 

828.00 
B7.00 

6.TS8.00 

8,722.00 

xz 

350.00 
8,00 
20.00 

4|2S8!r>0 

1,472;  00 

78B.00 

is,ai2.oo 

14,  Ma:  00 

«l;i^SS 

TBS.  00 

1.875.00 

'27*:  OS 
4,eSfl.»7 

■■si 

431.S2S.0O 

485,581,00 

i8;43i:8i 

'   28.' M 
64.072:58 

27,430.87 
44,828.38 

211.781 
14: 001 

r 

288.  B! 

m.i8 

T-"" 

105.70 

KtI.B5 

2.OIW.0II 

0,789.61 

1,38».7R 

5;786;j3 

2.8B9.50 

T78.M 

134:28 

900.03 

2ia,o»i 

7,782.83 

13.  M 

28.80 

B.  308.  30 

llU.8M.t7 

W.SMI.7M 

185. 375.  4S 

148,8)1.04 

YOACRtn. 

887. « 
*55!33 

02.44 

828.00 

AnwHou  good!  ntnTiMd  . . - 

873.  OB 
M4.02 

WJ.OO 

1.703.50 
28.78 

la,  100.83 

COMMEBCIAL  EELATI0H8. 


Articles. 

Quarter 

endiDB- 

Total. 

Rept.30. 

Dec  31. 

M«r.Sl. 

Jumbo. 

ve».c«.^^ti.-ed. 

MH.M 

>,83b!o« 

3:  mis 

83.338,23 

83,350.45 

•IS,  103. 00 
20.  W 

u!  131. 38 

14, 740!  08 
(0.42 
4.44 

34: 393.38 

03.  IS 
383,!>I>8.MI 
*,  082.88 

eiB,O18.B0 

i,mo3o.ii 

706, 031- 1» 

"■""..■^SS 

ConsV  Bnrt  fell,  hilt,  .nl^,  ett . 

02.21 

Sf. 

18S.8I 

*.8a 

303.00 

878.80 

'nz 

363.04 

uiii 

44:10 

388. 4S 
1.000.88 

75.48 

si'aj 

750.21 

S.  012, 84 

2.028.32 
3.918.86 

tn.K 

08.  M 

Ulnenilii: 

40  00 

.iffiS 

40  80 

2.748.40 

113,003.40 

6,387.84 

6.2)n.84 

10,085.32 

4.41J.M 

3.878.80 

Carina  Budtlgaras 

143.20 

48.73 

318.78 

073. » 

PlnntB! 

403.34 

54.55 

4.057.38 

vm.es 

3,001.72 

8.837.  IS 
11.807.67 

»iibl>«r: 

3.2M.43 

'•ttS 

123.48 

33.31 

moo 

3*2.78 

408.74 

136.308.54 

36:003.06 

^'"li^^u. 

878,41 

40. 1!IS.  OS 
28.722.31 

28!  02 
1.7*8.80 

103,75S.30 
1.437.B1 

402.00 

112.020183 
204,J48.41 

584.08 
13:3113:83 

28^47^6. 

1,078.06 
00,083.30 

5,153:0* 
818.00 

^"1^: 

l.T0i:86 

73,300.64 
1: 886. 78 

2O,207,« 

2.700.82 
S.414.t8 

10,168.77 
593.78 

374.30 

3.33 

»:407:m 

816:43 

603.30 
1,002.48 
11,167.11 

8,314.31 

108.70 

2.083.34 

700,308.33 

I.183,e»3.S3 

1,038.436.88 

8«2,814.8I 

3.081. 00 

0,310.07 

13,281.30 

24.38 

220.*  SI 

114,031.83 

116.174.(0 

48.7^:73 

S9,m;.so 

10,438,09 

■""■3o;27i:ra 

1,1«.10 
■"■■88,318: 87" 

60,030.38 

7i,70e,48 

CEKTBAL   AUERICA:    BBITIBH   UONDUUAS. 


CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

BRITISH   HONDURAS. 

I  give  below  a  report  on  imports  to  this  colony  for  the  last  year,  and 
on  some  of  the  conditions  existing  here. 


ImporU  /rem  Dviled  StaUi  to  BttUe,  1897. 

ArtlBlM. 

V.inB. 

Artiales. 

Vdne. 

A«.M       .taH 

110,251 

M,767 
13,810 

*,171 
2,713 

m 

3M 

«.eo3 

S,SK 

i-X 

IS 
J 

lis 

fl;S78 

lS.2Tfi 
17,183 

f3,Ul 

"■mi 

Oils; 

'%^ 

■^S 

'^-'^Si™.  

^^ 

J,SU 

Tobacfo: 

lZ.g5S 

'■Z 

2.i4a 

Z.K1 

The  total  imports  into  this  colony  were  $1,422,097  during  1897.  Dur- 
ing 1896,  they  were  $1,462,637,  and  in  both  yearB,  the  proportion  from 
the  Gnited  States  was  some  55  per  cent.  This  coald  be  increased  in 
many  lines,  if  the  colony  were  visited  more  frequently  by  the  American 
"  drammer." 

The  mail  steamers  iYom  New  Orleans  are  now  under  the  British  and 
Norwegian  flags,  and  there  h^is  not  been  an  American  vessel  at  this  port 
since  May  13, 1898;  bnt  the  Breakwater  and  StUlioater  will  reaame  run- 
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ning  when  no  longer  ne«(1ed  by  the  Government,  and  tbese  two  vesBels 
will  agaiu  display  the  flag  of  the  United  States  in  Central  American 
waters. 

TUe  future  progress  of  this  colony  will  depend  upon  the  bnilding  of 
railroads,  thus  opening  the  back  country,  and  the  renewal  and  improve- 
meut  of  the  mahogany  and  logwood  trade,  for  so  many  years  the 
chief  industry  of  Biitish  Honduras.  That  there  should  be  any  argu- 
ment against  a  railroad  is  indeed  strange,  but  until  all  can  agree  as  to 
route  and  terminals,  conllictiiig  interests  and  opinions  will  delay  the 
construction,  as  they  have  in  the  paat. 

The  American  contractor  has  been  in  evidence  here  during  the  past 
year.  An  iron  bridge,  which  has  been  built  over  the  Behze  River,  a 
newpost'Officebni]ding,nownearIycompIeted,andalarge  church-school, 
well  under  way,  represent  United  States  enterprise,  and  more  will  follow 
in  the  near  future. 

W.  L,  Atbry,  Consul. 

Belize,  July  IS,  1898. 


Declared  trportafrotn  Belize  to  Ike  United  Slatci  du.Hng  ike  year  ended  June  SO,  1 


AniolM. 

Qtmt.er 

end  tog— 

TaUl. 

SoptM. 

Deo.  SI. 

MK-.31. 

Jonea). 

n. 

«IB.M2.75 
4, 210,  It 
l.Ua,33 
iMT.OO 

13,«21.40 
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COSTA  HICA. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  detailed  tabulated  statement  of  all  the  articles 
imported  into  Costa  Rica  during  the  year  1806,  f^om  the  United  States, 
Great  Britain,  France,  and  Germany, 

More  than  03  per  cent  in  weight,  and  more  than  85  per  cent  in  value 
of  all  articles  imported  into  Uosta  Bica,  come  &om  the  four  countries 
named  above. 
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I  bave  thought  this  informatioQ  woald  be  of  much  valne  to  the 
maDa^tarers  and  merchaats  of  the  llDited  States,  as  it  shows  (1)  the 
extent  of  the  market,  (2)  from  what  oonDtries  this  market  is  supplied, 
and  (3)  the  relative  price  at  which  these  articles  are  furnished  by  our 
priDcipal  commercial  rivals. 

The  commercial  statistics  for  1897  have  not  yet  been  published. 

John  0.  Caldwell,  Consul. 

Sak  Josk,  October  23,  1898. 
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23 

M 

^t,:::::.:;:: 

J 

ii 

» 

'i 

11 

Onbn; 

i»i 

IB 

u 

»n 

S« 

w 

• 

81.711 

3.00 

u 

to 

B«3 

Ml 

at 

31t 

1 

an 

Ul 

*« 

tio 

" 

11 

30 

it 

QatUfxnibMiiiii, 

a 

P 

2S« 

M 

S 

S 

B 

ao 

«* 

* 

83 

eu 

U1 

»* 

ST 

1.802 

iw 

10 

43 

"« 

102 

002 
««0 
H 
Ui 

8,BE4 

m 

l.SSO 

Bllk»dwMl 

H«5iS^ 

as 

DM 

2«« 
X 

'i 

u 

i,«n 

US 

W 

121 

* 

1 

MtJ 

9n 

ta 

0. 

ISO 
K 

?? 

tu 

a 

to 

m 

'S 

■■s 

1.418 

1,838 

IMT 

«.tM 

2.630 

730 

1.400 

'■i 

MIB 

3.887 

S.4Z1 

»B 

M 

103 

ii 

w 

7M 

82 

!80 

I,S75 

IM 

OB 

■•s 

80 

HSZCSSiSJ'!;::::- 

MO 

BM 

1.418 

i,ui 

Hi 

i'iio 

180 

43 

ii 

41 

Total  imporlationf  ii 


COMMERCIAL  BELATI0N8. 


tiDited  SlmUs. 

Oreat  BriUln. 

r™oe. 

QenMny. 

Ello- 

Vulae, 

gruna. 

Vmlne. 

KUo. 
grsnu. 

Value. 

Kilo- 

Valiu. 

HJd<<a: 

*.152 

*4.1S1 

^ 

100 

f34< 

2U 

30 

1,N8 

80 

20 

2 

18 

'«i 

on 

1 

101 

IB 

888 

088 

80 

80 

SI 

7»0 

18 

SO 

770 

'••s 

o»a 

88 

22 

2« 

0 

18 

B 

426 

117 

80 

SO 

58 

80 

42 
8.873 

618 

u> 

ii» 

78 

440 

100 

25 

M 

L' 

IM 

18 

as 

m 

00 

'asi 

« 

2.181 

241 

B.08S 

124 

*'j 

148 

T 

10 

150 

701 

1,888 

BW 

3.  DBS 

1,180 

"•tj^™**- 

. 

8 

OS 

221 

as3 

M7 
12 
82 

118 

438 

261          lis 

7|         J3 

IT 

13 

14 

48 

3») 
108 

» 

41 

200 
820 

l»7.8i8 

243 

10, 3M 

is,ei)2 

23,207 
AM 

LOTS 
IM 

••s 

BI 

O2STI0 

03 

480 

837 

70 

H  1       Ul 

fc!'f^:;------ 

ST 

2.W8  I       8» 

2.020    s,aB 

10.831 

a.  MS 

"■a 

2M 

^ 

(.444  ;     1.B11 

i,'i7«         438 

CENTBAL   AMERICA :   COSTA  RICA. 


United  3Ut». 

GrMtBiiUln. 

f™ 

«. 

0™«.y. 

Artlclf^ 

Kilo. 
gnaat. 

Valoe. 

Kilo- 

KiBnu. 

TaliM. 

Kilo. 
g«in». 

V-ue. 

grwd.. 

^-.lu. 

«» 

»7 

•u 

ISi 

>.M1 

1 

Ml 

5S 

l.CSO 

att 

13« 

z2a 

Ml 

N8 
1,030 

^^^:::::i::: 

1,310 

3,208 

•^u :::;::;: 

■ 
u 

■J 

40S 

m 

■a.3n 

7S« 

34 
M3 

■■a 

3,37S 

s 

M 

712 

4] 

so 
ss 

•TO 
''l55 

ess 

«st 

•« 

113 

521 

187 

287 

007 

S3 

"-ii..„ 

13S 

1 

6 

2SB 
428 

■'1 

2» 

2B 

122 

'1 

ns 

30 

» 

' 

J 

I.VU 

as 

m 

40 
293 

IM 

78 

IS 

2.m 

Luterni: 

2« 
•S 

toe 

790 

134 
BS,530 

.|           3 

4.  too 

UO 

OS 

m 

1 

236 

632 
IK 

SM 

200 

ioB 

!«a 

210 

7J 

480 

5.(1*7 

S«T 

iw 

S72 

" 

72 

10 

a» 

..« 

lSS".*^ 

lioi 

1.0S1 

12S 

71 

«4I 

1.281 

2i 

»5 

838 

5«0 

20 

a 

1K1 

s 

s 

310 

2< 

CklDi^lc 


COMMBECIAL  BBLATI0N8. 


TJniled  Statea. 

Great  BHtaia. 

FruM. 

G«m»j. 

Aniclea. 

Eilo. 

va... 

Kilo- 
gmma. 

value. 

Kilo. 

grama. 

vain.. 

SUo. 
gnma. 

Valne. 

10 

is 

38 

«Z1 

10 

-    »|      n 

Wl 
87 

s 

TOT  [       6T5 

BB 

a,«j 

l,tM 

138.  tM 

72.33* 

1S8 
l.MH 

•.S73 

7,fl3S 

! 

Bt 

87B 

«t 

S.2M 

«,8M 

33 

1.507 

LlnSS'*""'*^'™"""'"' 

IN 

aru 

isi 

set 

as 

IT 

■^^sr*^ 

*7 

n 

1,110 

327 

744 

!1 

1 

Is 

31,768 
5« 

72 
Oil 

2U 

2,078 

80 

IS 

2M,(32 

S,3Q0 

IS 

13 

IM 

3T4 

W,«H 

31,881 

IB.  880 

7,«08 
3.411 

e.B» 

8.407 

S7» 

3M 

*^^/~- 

«"Siig  

W 

398 
it 

» 

Bg 

30 

7« 

2S 

IZ,t21 
1.7» 

a 

=■•!! 

l,wa 

IQ 

81 

AS 

33 

For  cDttlng  gntsi 

For  cutting  fodder 

For  cDtting  hair 

For  eottlng  tobacco.... 

3,«1  1       SU 

IS 

S.TH4 
8,030 

mm 

m 

3 

27 

so 

'  70 
12,B7B 

m 
at 

10 
«7 

1.477 

FormaklngVkkii.... 
For  making  eandlea.... 
Foe  making  Icecream.. 

For  nuking  butter 

Forpreulngba}' 

For  putting  on  onpao  lea 

ForihSl^'mr"7':" 

ul        s 

4B1 

11 

BOS 

BM 

11 

I,2U 
1,0B« 

I,l» 

87 

ewi 
iti 

117, 74» 

«,s»s 

..IS 

148 

94 

ti,4is 

IfaiUfclnbBlk 

ui 

iw 

CENTRAL  AUEBICA:   COSTA  RICA. 


Cnlted  SUtM. 

Q»tB 

ritaln. 

Ptmm. 

Germ 

Kilo- 
gnam. 

u>y. 

Artloka. 

^ 

Viloe. 

^. 

VJne. 

,S2S,.  j  ^'"»- 

VbIu«. 

^^ 

«) 

,.g! 

145 

•29 

IS 

•3> 

1.1W 

801 

82,118 

UBl«rlaIi: 

328 

SSS^:::::;;::;:::::: 

.     9,M0 

l.ISS 

S:3 

!:S 

• 

fo 

18.000 
T0,B70 

16,000 

MK 

JM 

SO 

IS,30( 

8,408 

'•-' 

4IT 

2 

1 

i,2ei 

1 

'1 

aaa 

lis 

H 

4.371 

M 

223 

<1 

SaSKifiS-f.::::: 

4S 

814 

900 

Pljted,  for  coffin. 

2.TB8.7M 

•2.S30 

71.BTI 

a,  OK 

B 

M 

IStlSBiMohtae 

1S.8S7 

».«>0 

'■a 

21t 

8,517 

309 
82 

IM 

WoodsD,  for  iris  ind 

1 

418 

7,«« 

i,Ho 

4.30? 

•  «1 

la 

■■'S 

2. 407 

148 

HS^' 

U8 

ISO 

40 
£3 

1 

» 

770 

»5 

^; 

=s 

ITS 
3 

81 
2 

«~iiC^- 

i 

.J|        J 

383 

1»1,T« 

M 
2,183 

11,  su 
4,104 

IIT 
03 

8.724 
32 

180 

1,838 

25 
420 

^^ 

2,012 

1,2»B 

1,S75 

84 

ss 

60 

217 

4H 

240 

028 

at 

1,US      4.001 

B,m 

W,68T 

2;  084 

is 

28 
2«1 

OS 

Total  imporlafioni  it 


COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


Utiitfd  SutM, 

QfMt  BdUlD. 

f™™. 

0«m«.y. 

ArtlctoB. 

Kilo- 

g»nu. 

V^ue. 

Ello- 

V»lo<,. 

Kilo- 

VHue. 

Kllo- 
grann. 

Vkiue. 

Milk: 

lg,37T 

lis 

3,012 

253 
N,  ITS 

1.1S2 
1.008 

50 

IB,  718 

t.m 

•1.730 

2.1W 

*4oe 

ST6 

«>fi 

to 

30 

13 

a 

3*0 

i.au 

800 

6.065 

s,*»> 

10.07* 

5,17* 

2.135 

1,115 

'« 

161 

100 

MorMn: 

w 

2 

" 

It 

225 
27 

I,  BOS 

2 

«4t 

10 

« 

!10 

01 

e,7w 
11 

t,e2s 

8.101 

17« 

w 

«2 

g 

1 

3 

1 

3 

« 

1811 
826 

3SG 

3,850 

S3 

31S 

33 
90 

10.376 

13 

050 

MSB 

207 

i,W2 

167 

37 

*T 

«. 

813 

80 

822 
88 

UoBllii: 

4» 

335 

11.377 
2.017 

10.316 
201 

231 

^ 

'     T 

2 
2.008 

Nulla; 

'ow 

-,9 
«M 

B.1B* 

1,83» 

135. 1«« 

' 

* 

1*5 

m 

3 

iii 

NecMOre»  (Bmall  liaga  for 

117 

34 

102 

28 
163 

7« 

las 

•55 

2 

10 

-J 

2S5 

ii 

336 

*3 

10 

M 

61 

Naming  iMtlks: 

J 

20« 

W 

180 

8 

•    2 

03 

K! 

12 

4.212 
«.3M 

<43 

Ottmatl 

0.603 

1.250 

336 

23 

CBKTKAL   AMERICA  :    COSTA   RICA. 


Total  imporlationt  ii 


raltMl  StatM. 

Grwtll 

rlulD. 
Tmlae. 

Fruiee. 

Kilo-     1 
grH,,..,   [ 

">-- 

Kilo- 
inn*. 

V^o. 

^llo- 

gram.. 

VUo. 

V.1U.. 

o«t« 

93.  BH 

*2.7I8 
4>S 

8 

3,  SI 

LlTl 

415 

tM 

741 

*42 

""^Almond 

u 

ii 

33 

4M 
T.2M 

era 

1.720 

Ii 
!:| 

124 

32 
240 

3.481 

to 

18« 
1,180 

4.7113 

8sa 
i.m 

138 
301 

i»i 

i,na 

l,7Si 

979 

46S 

»3 

1,118  1 

...«l 

• 

is 

34.214 

2,843 

1I,8S8  1 

771 

IM 

130  1 

1,254 

417 

"S 

3,ire 

93 

.,..| 

144 

31 

33 

44 

433 

U 

33 

317  1 

4S1 

40* 

m 

IS3 

80  j 
860 

4S 

11 

t77 

IJS 

"! 

" 

12 

28 

333 

8,4S3 

tm 

132 

117  1 

""      88  1 

is 

7B 

33S 

It 

^'S 

2,424  1 

1 

KO 

101 

ml 

181 

118 

^?Siy»a 

59 

30 

I 

12.734 

32» 

18,  «1 

I.J7I 
•1 

2,218 
10 

44S 

1.382 

3,886 

,,i 

31 

m 

23 

^::::;:;;:;:::;;;: 

1 

3.230 

1,118 

448. 

SO 

49 

72S] 
1 

pBlntlDU,  glided  >Dd 

50.092 

3.460 

39,700  1 

378* 

47 

06 

'■"■ 

3.788 

2,735  1 

3.934 
18.921 
28,131 

US 

BgS 

3.378 

5.821 

1.768 
S,S8> 

1.0(8 

■,s; 

98 





^T' 

1 

i! 

48 

15 

624 

Total  imporlatUntB  inf. 


COMHEBCUL  BBLATlONa 


DnlMdSUM, 

QntA  BrtUln. 

'—■ 

Gcmun;. 

Artichs. 

^r.. 

T«hw. 

Kilo, 
gnmi. 

T.li». 

Kilo, 
gram*. 

Trfiu. 

Kilo- 

VdDB. 

P.p.r-C«t™„ed. 

8.271 

S 

GtO 
12 

8» 

■S 

lU 
2 

«SB2 
IB 

IJ 
SB 

12 

1 

1 

711 

M3 

«74 

827 

M 
138 
33S 

Si 

M 

M 

38B 

gSSi"'  -: :: 

384 

87 

14 

8 

Its 

1 

* 

7 

3 

18.827 

IS,  GIB 

M 
11.  »M 

M,41> 

8.222 

33 

78 

131 

se 

0.820 

8.871 

107 

l.MB 

190 

2.864 

B3ft 

77,808 
10.70* 

1.10ft 

m,M 

31,301 

t.110 

■80 
832 

2,778 
47 

%«» 

2,821 

IB 

1ft 

13 
«> 
484 

81 
284 

PHClU«.,IIl«dJClllRl 

4,170 

2M 

lao 

201 

2» 

78 

84 

•s 

^™cS~ 

20 

u 

S.MM 

7 
M 

102 

il 

IM 

(0 

00 

P«ai: 

S2 

1 

■■I! 

1 

88 

G.UB 

245 

87* 

87 

B,MS 

S.MS 

130 

178 

37S 

IBS 

SB 

,s 

1.487 

81 
9 

^^..I 

2.8M 

U8 

8 

3 

IB 

7 

1 

i 

11 

ns 

22 

462 

7,10S 

7,820 

8M 

l.OM 

283 

< 

ID 

«0 

18 

12 

d 

1 
8,818 

M8 

100 

ssa 

20 
27 

tx 

70 

831 

m 

28,  IM 
1.IB 

'iso 

1.1»1 

24B 

Piotnru: 

ass 

1.300 

714 

2,184 

BOt 

SPr!;::::::::::::::: 

CEFTBAL   AHEBICA :    COBTA   RICA. 


United  BUM. 

OnM  BrlUis. 

Fr«,«. 

a«m^y. 

ArUeka. 

Kilo- 

glMil. 

V-^ 

Ello- 
CrUH. 

Valua. 

Ello. 
gruiB. 

V«lM. 

Kil»- 

VJoe. 

"-S^ 

rar 

ID 

tu 

i 

W 

11.  MB 

lOTB 

sot 

481 

•^ 

18 
85 

3 
10 

£SiSSf!'.T.:::::: 

ii 

•13 

ME 

m 
w 

m 

IM 

71 

1« 

w 

OTT 

2 

PUl.: 

8T 

1.1« 

U 

IM 

» 

48 

» •! 

"1    " 

U8 

413 

197 

»• 

Si 

■n 

Plpi""^"' 

■■1! 

MO 

re 

80 

» 

IW 

74 

TO 

w 

i 

as 

3 

» 

».o» 

84 

"'•SSi-w.«. 

743 

1.1M 

H 

M 

S.001 

MS 
OS 

MS 

lOi 

z 

i.no 

87 

in 

i44 

48 

»S1 

1» 

1.48U 

ii 

10 

SrSiSr'^.'':: 

m 

4S 

S77 
E8 

13 

384 

UO 

n 

307 

» 

••s 

IMS 

118 

3.ni 

801 

78 

FlDlh: 

8 

17 

1.72) 

■a 

1 

7.880 

i,m 

i.m|  1,783 

188 

40 

JI 

44 

111         s 

47 

IS 

M 

i« 

issas^---'-'-- 

la 

W8 

Ml 

» 

M4 

m 

114  1     iio 

396 

Ml 
480 
U 

US 

B|           1 

Ig.3tt 

1!6 
(93 

1 

Woedao 

Coo'^lc 


626 

Total 


COHHEUCIA.L   BELATIONS. 


Tutted  Stitt«a. 

GnaCBriMln. 

Fnii«. 

Gwnuuir. 

Artlole.. 

Eilo- 

g»m«. 

r«lue. 

Kllo- 
gnuui. 

V»lB6. 

KllD. 

gnma. 

VtltK. 

KJIo- 
gnuu. 

Value. 

Z7 

w 

18 
M8 

UO 

*u 

i».m 

1,318 

7,878 
BIB 

87 

tiw 

M 

53 

844 

» 

111 

40 

236  1         T7 

» 

■      IS|           0 

1» 
031 

fSSISSU::::: 

■   IB 

«0S 

25 

1,158 

433 

St 

sa 

180 

Pullp-.^ 

10 
11 

2,MQ 

SI 

m 

Wl 

271 

83 

p.SSi'"".:-:- 

^£r^ 

M 

31 

4S 

lis 

05C 

J| 

z 

3.1M 

W 

C3 
11 

S-'S" 

LkBoche 

144 

iia 



07« 

138 

1I.T«S 

m 

10,038 

"1 

'  M 

'b«3 
IM 

i.e6T 

1.S1S 

a 
ut 
n 

!S 

1.3M 

18 

13 

9fi 

fiMtrapa: 

3«< 
1,«M 

a,(B7 

1.485 

111 

w 

30 

B..^.olothii.(. 

3.Mb|    G,43a 

«SB 

1,330 

M 

110 

1,104 

i;S! 

on 

W8 

ii 

2OT 

8 

11,37* 

11.1 

IT 

100 

818.  SIO 
183 

S 

17 

SO 

83 

3S 
10,^ 

aw 

SI 

34 

MO 

'303 

as 
•u 

71 

303.877 

83,063 

..S!     .iS 

],«) 

1,118 

HI 

llfl 

* 

1 

« 

CENTBAL  AMEBICA:   OOST&  BICA. 


United  BUM. 

QiMtBiiUln. 

Ftmmx. 

Otnouiy. 

ArOBbm. 

Klla- 

Valu. 

Kilo. 
gnint. 

Trine. 

Kllo- 

VUoe. 

Kilo- 

Trine. 

' 

110 

«^W 

> 

. 



80 

43 

TO 
IS 
IS 

» 

S 

ira 

•> 

8,881 

i,m 

8S 

'■S 

•s 

£0 
843 

SI 

1,284 

688 

146 

380 
337 

^"fiSli.W.ci^      

<B 

4t 

16 

43 

at 

« 

1,063 

1! 

821 

156 

450 

281 

m 

1! 

13. 0» 

«4 

600 

1.B81 

i,S 

^ 

3,3M 

'  80 
1.I8» 

m 
m 

IB 

<8« 

8,877 
IW.ilT 

au 
iw 

113 

.3 

321.710 
641 
4M 
47 

1,338 

117.  sat 

*,Stl 

■•« 

4,408 

■6 

Ml 

StD 

10 

«,13« 

a,T»4 

77 

87 

34 

316 

Z83 

7 

1,187 
3M 

481 

los 

£ 

I.I 

*S1 

101 

1.881 

3«0 

Bl 

17.330 

4.14S 

16,472 

ll.21> 

S,588 

12,541 

1,810 
811 

'•S 

238 

,1 

slS?^         

3U8 
»4 

30G 

■■"! 

164 

3« 

(.8M 

lis 

M 

18 

S.HI 

IS 

88 

U 

738 
8*5 

'11 

S3 

333 

TO 

183 

■s 

111 

M 

oea 

40 

BG 

W 

37 

1.S44 

77 

*"c2ih 

■"i 

K 

27 
13 

::::::[::::: 

a.  870 

1.060 

8,326 

Coo^^lc 


COMMERCIAL   RBLATI0N8. 


Total  imporlaHont  into  C 


t  BHIaim,  Awim,  amd 


Unllad 

Utea. 

GnatB 

Value. 

KJlD- 

grams. 

ViJue. 

Artiolea. 

Kilo- 
gmm.. 

2a 

Kilo- 
gnioa. 

VrtM. 

^-X"^'            

M 

?, 

•55 

«M 

m 

«8 

f20t 

601 

m 

loa 

105 

8,309 

1,278 

7M 
48 

VJ 

« 

298 

70 

15 

so 

ISJJ":'°'"'™ 

1,'545 

2S2 

3ie 

(7 

loe 

4,356 

3M 

I,S31 

m 

1,791 

8*8 

5 

7,»43 

18,831 

^""p^iM 

ai3 

12« 

iSXjToo'Jr^'' 

1,002 
24» 

i 

75 

l,B7U 
737 

380 

1,008 

BIS 

42 

3ft 

SO 

20 

'I 
228 

834 

870 

Bbi.K'B';."?/':^::::: 

10 

» 

11,823 

"S... 

3 

6 

18^  111 

5,'*™ 

e,7(!« 

1.19B 

31. 891 

"a 

2.»e 
iw 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT. 

I  transmit  Bueh  ioformation  as  I  faave  been  able  to  obtain  of  the 
imports  of  CoBta  Bica  for  the  year  1897,  and  exports  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1898. 

IMPOHTS  FX)E  18»7. 

The  total  valoe  of  imports  was  $1,576,146,  of  which  33.64  per  cent 
came  from  the  United  States,  an  increase  of  0.66  per  cent  over  the 
year  1896.  A  ftill  list  of  the  importations  for  1897  has  not  yet  been 
published. 

Export!  in  firit  ilx  MowllU  of  1898,  compared  utUh  the  tame  period  of  t8S7. 
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The  entire  export  of  coffee  for  the  year  1898  is  estimated  at  18,500,000 
kilofH'ams  (40,785,100  pounds),  which,  as  will  appear  n-om  the  following 
table  of  exports  for  the  last  sixteen  years,  is  the  largest  crop  ever  r^sed 
in  this  coontry: 
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The  crop  of  1899,  on  account  of  excessive  rain,  will,  it  is  believetl,  be 
tlie  smallest  for  many  years. 

The  rate  of  excbange  has  steadily  increased,  iiiitil  it  has  now  readied 
200  per  cent 

John  C.  Caldwell,  Contul. 

8ah  Joas,  Sovember  16, 1S98. 


GUATEMALA. 

During  the  year  1897,  the  commerce  of  thia  Bepnblic  fell  far  below 
that  of  1806.  A  combination  of  canses  led  up  to  thiis.  Extraordinary 
expenses  had  bee'u  incurred;  tlio  Central  American  Exposition  (an 
nnfortnnate  venture)  cost  enormonalyin  cash,  entailed  a  bonded  indebt- 
edness of  $1,000,000  and  gave  no  returns.  The  receipts  fell  far  short  of 
paying  rnnning  expenses.  Fablic  buildings  and  improvements  on  a 
magnificent  scale  were  undertaken,  and  while  these  will  for  all  time 
redonnd  to  the  credit  of  Guatemala,  and  are  monuments  of  beauty  and 
utility,  it  is  most  nnfortanate  that  the  time  of  payment  should  have 
come  just  when  the  country  was  in  extreme  financial  difficulties.  The 
foil  in  the  price  of  coffee  was  one  of  the  most  potent  causes  of  the  dis- 
tressingly hard  times,  for  in  this  industry  the  wealth  and  labor  of  the 
country  are  employed,  and  from  its  export  the  Government  has  derived 
a  great  revenue.  There  was  a  lack  of  public  confidence,  money  became 
scarce,  the  banks  were  embarrassed  and  their  transactions  as  limited  aa 
possible,  merchants  dared  not  make  ventures,  and  it  may  almost  be 
said  that  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  business  was  practically  sos- 
pended.  The  cessation  of  work  on  the  Northern  Eailroad  and  theinabil- 
ityof  the  contractors  to  get  pay  for  work  done  created  a  vast  amount  of 
trouble,  and  caused  actual  distress  to  the  subcontractors  and  employees. 

Daring  the  first  part  of  the  year,  ominous  signs  of  political  troubles 
portend^  the  revolution  which  cnlminated  in  September,  and  for  the 
lialance  of  the  year,  trade  and  commerce  were  paraly/.ed. 

At  the  present  time,  predictions  of  better  times  are  freely  made.  The 
Government  is  making  wise  and  energetic  efforts  to  relieve  the  situa- 
tion by  economy  in  all  departmeuts  of  the  public  service,  by  enacting 
laws  tending  to  the  development  of  the  agricultural  resources  of  the 
country,  and  to  the  more  equal  distribution  of  the  burden  of  taxation 
among  all  classes. 

The  United  States  has  steadily  maintained  and  increased  her  lead  in 
imports,  and  in  some  important  lines,  her  gain  has  been  most  gratifying, 
as  I  will  show  later  on  in  this  report. 

AGEl  CULTURE. 

Guatemala  has  an  almost  perfect  climate,  is  well  watered,  and 
extremely  rich  in  natural  resources^  but  because  of  its  monu  ainoas 
character  and  the  peculiar  charactenstlcs  of  the  people,  its  agricultural 
resources  remain  practically  undeveloped,  except  in  the  one  branch  of 
coffee  raising.  The  varying  degrees  of  ^titude  and  temperature  are 
remarkable.  From  the  two  belts  of  tiie  "tierra  calientes"  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts,  where  all  tropical  vegetation  is  most  exuber- 
ant, to  the  "  tierra  frio,"  10,000  feet  above  the  sea,  where  severe  frosts 
are  experiraiced,  the  country  is  jagged  and  broken  by  volcanic  action. 
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There  are  no  plateaus  of  anv  great  extent,  bat  many  valleys,  aU  enor~ 
moasly  prodnctive,  and  footliills,  also  extremely  fertile.  As  the  roads 
from  tbese  vaUeys  are  difflcalt  mountain  trails,  produce  has  to  be 
transported  by  pack  mules  or  by  the  Indians,  and  when  the  distance 
to  market  is  great,  this  is  not  profitable.  The  Indians,  who  constitute 
the  laboring  class,  are  an  idle  and  nnambitious  people.  Bounteous 
nature  in  this  favored  clime  supplies  them  with  food  and  clothing,  and 
exacts  but  little  labor  in  return.  With  this,  they  are  content,  and 
therefore  independent.  Hence,  the  labor  problem  is  a  serious  one,  and 
as  coffee  raising  has  been  by  tar  the  most  profitable  branch  of  agricnl- 
ture,  all  the  available  labor  has  been  employed  in  it.  The  Indians,  who 
prefer  to  make  a  poor  living  by  independent  production  rather  than  a 
better  one  by  &ir  wages,  sapply  the  markets  with  its  fhiits  and 
vegetables. 

Until  the  past  year,  the  cEltivation  of  coS'ee  has  given  enormons 
profits  and  stimulated  investments  in  coS'ee  lands,  until  most  of  the  best 
lands  have  been  developed,  or  aru  held  at  very  high  prices.  The  prin- 
cipal districts  of  the  coffee-growing  industry  are  found  in  the  depart- 
ments of  QneKaletiango,  San  Marcos,  Ohimaltenango,  Santa  Bosa, 
Betalhulea,  Escuiiitla,  Zacapa,  and  Alta  Verapaz.  In  these  districts 
are  found  the  conditious  esseutial — an  elevation  of  from  2,500  to  4,500 
feet  above  sea  level,  and  great  depth  of  virgin  vegetable  soil.  So  prof- 
itable has  been  this  industry  for  ten  years  past,  that  large  fortunes 
have  been  made,  and  a  condition  inaugurated  closely  resembling  that 
in  the  oil  regions  of  the  United  States  after  the  first  discoveries.  Fin- 
queros  seem  to  have  gone  mad  with  their  prosperity,  and  have  indulged 
in  the  utmost  extravagance  and  luxury.  A  few  weeks  or  mouths  on 
their  fincae,  and  the  balance  of  the  year  in  Europe  or  in  travel,  seems 
to  have  been  the  rule.  Tlie  result  has  been  (I  am  speaking  generally, 
of  coarse)  that  magnificent  incomes  have  been  used  up,  and  even 
anticipated  by  loans,  and  now  that  the  price  of  coffee  has  ^ne  so  low, 
and  Guatemala  is  struggling  with  the  hardest  times  sbe  has  ever  seen, 
the  financial  difficulties  of  the  finqueros  are  as  muked  as  those  of  all 
other  classes. 

There  is  another  condition  that  should  be  noticed.  During  the  pros- 
perous times,  many  people  undertook  the  development  of  coffee  ttncas 
largely  upon  borrowed  capital,  and  as  the  prevailing  rate  of  interest 
here  is  1  per  cent  to  IJ  per  cent  per  mouth,  they  are  not  now  able  to 
pay  unless  they  have  an  especially  good  piece  of  land  and  personally 
manage  their  estate  upon  economical  and  correct  methods,  and  many 
fincas  have  been  and  will  be  sold  under  mortgages. 

The  coffee  from  the  high  and  humid  districtsof  Coban  and  Betalhuleu, 
and  perhaps  some  of  the  other  districts  of  Guatemala,  is  the  highest 
grade  of  mild  coffee;  is  always  in  demand,  and  will  always  command 
the  highest  prices  in  the  markets  of  the  world.  It  is  known  that 
the  districts  of  the  world  where  superior  mild  coffee  can  be  raised  are 
limited.  In  Java,  where  much  of  this  class  of  coft^  comes  from,  the 
lands  are  worn  out  in  the  older  sectionx,  and  the  yield  baa  grown  mate- 
rially less  with  succeeding  years.  Every  expedient  has  been  resorted 
to  to  renew  them,  but  I  am  informed  that  no  fertilizer  has  yet  been  dis- 
covered which  will  fully  restore  to  the  land  the  peculiar  qualities  it 
requires  for  the  growth  of  coftee.  The  oldest  cofi^  districts  of  the 
world  have  been  entirely  abandoned,  for  this  reason.  Brazilian  coffee 
is  strong  and  heavy.  It  is  the  opinion  of  exiwrts  that  the  price  of  Gua- 
temalan coffee  will  not  go  lower,  and  there  may  be  a  rise  of  40  or  60  per 
cent  in  the  next  four  or  five  years.    I  am  inclined  to  this  belief,  becwise 
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inTestigation  ehowB  that  there  has  been  an  ebb  and  flow  in  coffee  prices 
in  time  periods  of  from  five  to  seven  years.  It  is  now  certainly  at  the 
ebb.  The  last  cycle  of  high  prices  of  these  coffees  lasted  from  ffovem- 
ber,  188C,  to  about  May,  1897. 

I  am  firmly  convinced  that  coffee  raising  will  continae  to  be  a  highly 
profitable  industry  in  this  country  to  those  who  own  the  best  lands  in 
the  best  districts.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  cheap  coffee  land  here 
now;  that  is,  lands  that  are  peculiarly  suited  for  its  cultivation.  Any 
one  coming  to  Guatemala  and  buying  cheap  land  will  meet  with  failure. 

One  CHballeria  (120  acres)  of  the  fine  land  of  the  Betalhnlea  district 
will  give,  one  year  with  another,  at  least  1,800  quintals  [a  quintal  is 
100  pounds]  of  coffee  of  fine  mild  grade,  and  at  the  lowest  jirice  for 
which  it  has  been  sold  on  the  flnca — say  20  cents  per  pound,  silver,  or 
8  cents,  gold,  with  exchange  at  150  ])er  cent — would  give  $30,000,  silver, 
or  $14,400,  gold,  per  caballeria.  The  cost  of  raising — that  is,  keeping 
land  <^ean,  harvesting,  and  cleaning — will  not  exceed  one-half  this 
selling  price.  Coffee  crops  in  this  conntry,  especially  in  this  district, 
never  fail;  but  every  other  year's  crop  is  better — that  is,  one  year  the 
place  would  probably  give  2,100  quintals  and  the  next  1,500  quintals. 
The  crop,  however,  never  fails,  at  least  it  has  not  failed  in  this  district 
for  thirty  years. 

It  takes  about  tliree  years  to  bring  land  into  condition  for  bearing. 
The  cost  of  clearing,  planting,  and  keeping  clean  each  caballeria  for 
three  years  vonld  be  about  $15,000  silver.  The  fourth  year  one  would 
have  about  h^f  a  crop,  and  from  the  fifth  year  on,  average  crops  would 
be  obtained.  From  the  sixth  to  the  twelfth  year,  such  land  as  I  have 
mentioned  would  give  an  average  yield  of  perhaps  2,000  quintals  per 
year;  but  the  average  from  the  fourth  year  to  the  eighteenth  or  twen- 
tieth would  be  about  1,800  quintals  per  caballeria. 

Daring  the  next  year  or  so,  the  hard  times  will  force  much  of  this 
land  into  the  market,  and  for  a  young  man  with  capital  and  capacity 
for  affairs,  there  will  be  golden  opportunities. 

The  cost  of  producing  coffee  in  this  country  varies  not  only  in  the 
different  zones  (regions],  but  also  from  plantation  to  plantation,  depend- 
ing as  it  does  on  the  quiility  of  the  soil,  the  height  above  sea  level,  the 
age  of  the  plantation,  and  the  facilities  to  secure  sufficient  labor. 

The  average  cost  price  ranges  between  10  and  15  pesos  ( $1.40  to  $6.60) 
per  quintal  (100  pounds),  without  counting  interest  on  the  capital 
invested,  as  in  this  item  all  planters  are  difl'erently  plnced. 

During  the  past  few  years,  speculation  in  coffee  ]ilantations  went  so 
for  and  such  fabulous  prices  were  given  for  these  lands,  that  interest  is 
now  an  overcliarge  against  the  price  of  production. 

The  value  of  coffee,  free  on  board,  was  from  21  to  25  pesos  ($9.24  to 
$11),  the  export  duty  this  year  being  from  $3.40  to  $4.10  a  quintal. 
This  variation  is  on  account  of  the  difi'erence  in  the  price  of  exchange, 
as  one-half  of  the  duties  is  payable  in  KngUsh  gold  or  its  equivalent. 
Even  these  prices  allow  a  fair  margin  of  profit;  but  only  a  few  of  the 
growers  have  been  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opjiortunity.  Unfortu- 
nately for  the  great  majority,  they  have  been  forced  by  their  contracts 
to  ship  their  cofi'ee  abroad  for  sale  at  ruinously  low  prices  in  gold. 

The  poor  market  for  the  grain  and  the  low  price  abroad,  combined 
with  high  commissions  and  capitalization  of  interests,  have  brought,  as 
a  natural  consequence,  very  small  payments  to  foreign  creditors  this 
year.  This,  with  the  bad  prospects  for  coffee  for  the  coioing  season, 
has  caused  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  foreign  creditors  to  renew  the 
annual  loan  of  money  in  order  to  ra^e  the  crop. 
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If  the  growers  do  not  get  the  money  abroad,  it  will  be  impossible  for 
them  to  obtain  it  at  home,  on  acconnt  of  unsettled  conditions  of  busi- 
ness, and  if  sufficient  funds  are  not  secured  in  time,  they  will  lose  the 
coming  crop,  which  is  expected  to  be  a  heavy  one.  Of  course,  the  fear 
of  losing  all  may  force  creditors  to  advance  enough  sums  to  harvest 
the  coming  crop.    On  this  hangs  the  success  of  the  season. 

The  reduction  of  the  export  duty  to  1  peso  (44  cents)  in  currency 
per  quintal  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  producers,  as  the  whole  sav- 
ing, over  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  in  this  money,  will  go  to  them. 

Taking  everything  into  consideration,  the  export  for  1898-99  should 
amount  to  50,000,000  pounds,  moreorless,  bat  natorally,  the  advantage 
will  be  all  with  the  creditors,  as  the  growers  owe  already  the  fall  value 
of  tills  crop. 

Id  Guatemala,  as  in  Brazil,  and  all  other  coffee-prodncmg  coontries, 
the  cost  of  production  must  be  brought  to  a  mnch  lower  level  to  con- 
form with  the  lower  prices  now  in  force.  With  greater  care  in  the 
selection  of  ground  and  economy  in  working,  the  cost  of  production  can 
be  very  much  reduced.  Above  and  beyond  all,  a  decided  reductioa  Id 
the  price  of  labor  is  required ;  not  so  much  in  the  wage  of  the  day  labor- 
ers, as  in  the  enormous  first  cost  of  obtaining  them,  in  the  way  of  pres- 
ents to  petty  officials  and  other  similar  methods.  Salaries  of  employees 
mast  also  come  down  in  proportion.  Commissions  and  interest  must  be 
reduced  to  a  minimum  figure,  and  the  plantations  considered  as  some- 
thing else  than  a  gambling  scheme,  or  a  meaua  to  produce  a  Ibrtuoe  in 
a  few  months  without  work. 

It  is  patent  to  all  observers  that  before  very  long,  a  considerable 
proportjou  of  the  plantations  will  have  to  be  abandoned  on  account  of 
unfavorable  conditions  of  soil  and  climate,  which  preclude  working  at 
a  profit.  This  once  done,  interest  will  naturally  come  down,  the  possi- 
bility of  specalation  being  elimiuated. 

If  the  Oovernmeut  of  this  Republic  does  not  wish  the  industry  to 
be  ruined  a  great  change  in  i^rariau  legislation  mast  take  place; 
more  protection  must  be  given,  and  the  abuses  connected  with  the 
securing  of  labor  rooted  oat,  for  laborers  are  now  protected  in  every 
case  by  local  and  department  autborltiee  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
employer. 

When  these  difficalt  and  painfiil  evolations  are  over  Guatamala  will 
perhaps  export  less  coffee,  but  it  will  doubtless  be  of  better  quality, 
and  the  cost  of  prodnction  will  be  mach  less — conditions  favorable  to 
the  merchaut  as  well  as  to  the  producer  of  the  grain. 

Cacao  and  rubber. — These  are  indigenous  to  Guatemala,  and  can  be 
grown  throughout  tlie  tierra  calientes  or  hot  lands  of  the  coast.  In 
I'ormer  years,  considerable  rubber  was  exported,  taken  from  wild  trees, 
bat  the  destructive  methods  employed  by  the  Indians  in  gatliering  it 
800U  destroyed  the  trees,  and  but  little  is  now  obtained.  The  efforta 
being  made  by  the  Government  to  stimulate  such  indostries  will  cause 
more  attention  to  be  paid  to  this,  and  the  production  will  increase. 
There  is  considerable  available  laud  which  can  be  secured  very  cheaply. 
It  is  useless  to  attempt  cultivation  at  an  elevation  of  more  than  500 
feet  above  sea  level;  it  has  been  attempted  here,  and  while  the  trees 
grew  and  flourished,  they  yielded  do  sap  and  were  entirely  unprofitable. 
Low,  moist  land  is  requisite,  and  in  the  tropics,  such  land  is  always  more 
or  less  unhealthy  Pernicious  fever  is  usually  prevalent,  and  to  a  white 
man  it  is  deadly.  The  tree  takes  about  seven  years  to  mature,  and  is 
thereafter  very  profitable,  at  present  prices.  The  land  is  cheap,  but 
clearing  and  planting  is  expensive^  Where  the  rubber  tree  grows  is 
usually  found  a  heavy  forest  of  logwood,  mahogany,  ebony,  and  other 
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tropical  trees  of  enormons  size,  and  a  tangle  of  shrabB  and  vineB.  My 
opinion  is  that  in  these  cheap  lands,  it  woald  prove  more  advantageoos 
simply  to  clear  ont  the  anderbrosh  and  smaller  trees  and  plant  the  rab- 
ber  seedlings  in  all  the  available  spaces,  rather  than  attempt  clearing 
and  planting  an  entire  grore  of  rabber  trees.  Considerable  cacao  is 
grown,  bat  none  exported,  the  home  market  consuming  it  all  at  good 
prices. 

Sugar. — ^Tbe  rich  volcanic  soil  of  the  valleys  of  Guatemala  is  espe- 
cially snited  for  the  caltivation  of  sugar  cane,  and  there  are  many 
extensive  plantations  scattered  thronghont  the  country.  The  Central 
Bailroad  is  lined  with  them.  The  consumption  of  sagar  in  this  Bepnb- 
lic  is  enormous,  and  the  home  demand  has  been  sufficient  to  make  the 
businesB  a  profitable  one.  Recently,  however,  the  price  has  fallen 
owiog  to  overproduction,  and  for  the  first  time,  an  effort  has  been  made 
to  export  it.  The  Pacific  Mail  has  made  a  $1  per  ton  rate  on  qnantities 
sufficient  to  load  a  steamer,  and  considerable  has  been  sent  to  San 
Francisco.  Should  it  prove  that  sugar  can  be  successfolly  exported,  it 
will  create  an  enormous  industry  here. 

Fruits. — Tropical  aud  subtropical  frnits  flourish  throughout  the 
country,  but  none  are  exported  except  the  banana.  I  believe  that  the 
country  in  the  vicinity  of  £1  Rancho  de  San  Augustine,  the  present 
terminus  of  the  N^orthem  Railroad,  is  well  suited  for  growing  oranges 
and  grape  iruit,  and  as  the  port  is  bnt  800  miles  from  Mew  Orleans,  it 
would  seem  to  me  that  they  conld  be  profitably  exported  to  the  United 
States.  From  the  district  a  little  nearer  the  coast  $77,600  worth  of 
bananas  was  sent  to  Kew  Orleans  last  year. 

Other  produota. — A  good  quality  of  tobacco  is  raised  in  the  easteni 
districts,  where  about  2,500  acres  are  nnder  cultivation.  This  is  prov- 
ing profitable,  and  more  attention  will  be  given  to  it  in  the  future.  lu 
the  high  lands,  wheat,  barley,  oats,  and  potatoes  are  grown,  but  not 
nearly  enough  to  snppty  home  consumption,  and  large  quantities  are 
imported.  Peruvian  bark,  vanilla,  and  sarsapariUa  are  produced  and 
exported  in  small  quantities.  But  these  industries  are  dormant,  await- 
ing capital  and  enterprise  to  develop  them.  The  climate  and  soil  of 
portious  of  Guatemala  are  well  suited  for  the  cultivation  of  ramie  and 
other  fiber  plants,  as  I  pointed  ont  in  my  report  to  the  Department  on 
the  15tb  of  April  last.' 

FINANOB. 

The  national  revenues  for  1807  amounted  to  912,479,742  silver,  a 
decrease  from  the  income  realized  the  previous  year  of  (2,671,000.  To 
a  large  extent,  this  loss  was  in  import  duea,  attributed  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  admission  of  many  articles  duty  iree  daring  the  time  of 
the  Central  American  Exposition;  but  without  doubt,  the  depreciation 
of  silver  and  rise  in  exchange,  the  fall  in  the  value  of  coffee,  lessening 
the  power  of  the  people  to  purchase,  the  revolutionary  movements  and 
lack  of  confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  Government,  had  much  to  do 
with  it. 

The  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Republic  are  given  by  the  minister 
of  hacienda  in  bis  memoria  recMitly  issued,  as  foUows : 

ABSBT8. 

Fandi  in  national  trcMnry $1,013,201 

Famituro 89,645 

Nut  iODsI  property 1.082,066 


'  Printed  in  Special  Conanlar  Beports,  Ko.  XV,  Part  I. 
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SilTW. 

Dolits 106.510 

Tax  on  real  OBtato 11,368 

Obligations  due 1(^909 

Finos _._ 1,271 

Stampi,  NortJiem  Itailrond 316 

D&nke  of  Onateniala,  balaocM 133,811 

Deposits  (giiarftntood) 82,080 

Revenue  mjoiMJUer  and  Thompsun  loan 1,266,615 

Coat  o(  Northern lUilroad 11,332,226 

Iztapa  Branch 137,108 

Port  of  Iztapa 1,031,611 

VariouBorwlits 116,398 

Total 18,180,118 


Bsponses  oonueot«<l  with  Eovotnment  offloe 2,557,511 

Direction  of  railways,  public  works,  u to ^389,368 

Bonds  of  floating  debt 383,760 

Loan  of  three  mill iona 1,211,695 

FloAtiug  debt  (imbonded) 28,515 

Eshibition  bonilB 1,011,000 

Eitooiied  debt  account  4  per  cent 18,813,600 

Miller  and  Thompson  loan 2,571,875 

Loans  from  banks,  May,  1897 1,575,000 

Loon  of  September,  1897 1,118,303 

Bonds  on  Verapaz  Railroad 208,596 

Foreign  syndicate  of  bondholders 1,837,500 

Other  debts 6,185,871 

Total 87,086,131 

The  lock  of  confidence  in  the  financial  sitaation  was  greatly  increafied 
by  the  Goverument  IsBuing  a  decree  iu  May,  saspending  the  redemption 
of'  the  then  outstanding  bank  bills  ia  silver.  Exchange  rose  rapidly, 
and  freqnently,  the  merchants  who  wished  to  make  remittances  were 
totally  unable  to  buy  from  the  banks  at  any  price.  It  was  found  that 
the  banks,  as  a  rule,  with  one  esoeptiou,  had  decreased  their  silver 
reserve,  and  having  large  oatstanding  paper  circulation,  were  naturally 
in  a  very  precarious  condition.  Their  danger  was  greatly  augmented 
by  the  fall  iu  the  price  of  coffee  and  the  resulting  reduction  in  the 
value  of  the  plantations,  for  the  planters  and  merchants  who  had 
obtained  advances  upon  shipments  of  coffee  were  unable  to  meet  their 
obligations.  It  waa  these  banks,  in  the  main,  who  had  made  the  large 
loans  to  the  coffee  planters  secured  by  mortgages  upon  their  estat^ 
which  I  have  mentioned  under  the  heading  of  agriculture.  These  loans 
iu  prosperous  times,  with  rates  of  interest  at  12  to  IS  per  cent  per 
annnm,  yielded  great  dividends,  and  bank  Ktock  commanded  phenome- 
nal values,  but  this  ruinous  system  has  not  only  brought  bankruptcy 
to  many  planters,  but,  has  also  as  a  logical  sequence,  deeply  involved 
and  compromised  the  banks. 

The  exigencies  of  the  Government  have  compelled  large  loans  &um 
the  banks,  distribnt«d  as  follows: 

The  International W,  200,000 

Agricola  Hipoticario 80(^000 

Bank  of  OuaMmala 1,000,000 

Ocoidantfl 600,000 

Amerioano 200,000 

Colombtauo 500,000 

Total 1,900,000 

Hfiiizcd  by  Google 
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Tbe  value  of  bank  stock  has  depreciated  enortnonely,  certaiuly  more 
tfaaa  &i)  per  cent,  altboagh  forced  sales  are  about  the  only  criterion. 
Exception  might  be  made  of  the  Americano,  whose  stock  has  been  in 
demand  at  about  $700  per  share  of  $1,000  nominal,  $600  paid  np. 

Tbe  Banco  de  Occidente  has  lately  suspended,  but,  as  its  assets  are 
largely  ia  excess  of  its  liabilities,  it  will  probably  resume.  The  Oov- 
ernment  has  aided  it  by  a  decree  requiring  that  taxes  and  sums  due  the 
Government  must  be  paid  in  Occidente  bills.  This  measure  will  keep 
so  much  of  that  bank's  paper  in  circnlatioa  that  it  will  be  impossible  to 
make  a  raid  on  it,  until  it  can  retire  saffideut  of  its  bills  to  enable  it 
to  meet  all  that  may  be  preseuted  for  redemption  in  silver. 

The  great  problem  confh>DtiDg  the  Grovemment  is  the  commercial 
and  fluanci^  situation  of  the  country.  The  14'ational  Assembly  recently 
appointed  a  special  committee  on  finance,  and  the  result  of  their  delib- 
erations is  embodied  in  a  report,  fk-om  which  I  have  taken  the  ibllowing: 

The  committee,  in  the  flrat  place,  drew  a  comparison  between  the  two 
periods  of  18S6  to  1892,  and  1892  to  1897.  On  the  I5lh  of  March,  1892, 
the  consolidated  debt  of  the  Republic  amounted  to  (gold)  $10,890,895. 
To-day  it  amounts  to  $7,537,400;  being  a  diminntion  of  $3,353,495. 

This  arises  principally  fh}m  the  discharge  or  reduction  made  under 
the  arrangement  with  tbe  foreign  bondholders,  which  amounted  to 
$3,267,658.  What  has  really  been  paid  off  from  this  debt  is  $426,600 
gold,  which,  reckoning  exchange  at  the  rate  of  150  per  ccmt,  equals 
$lJ-66,600  silver. 

The  unconsolidated  debts  amounted  on  December  31,  1897,  to 
$21,341,925  silver.  On  March  15,  1892,  they  were  $6,485,872,  less 
$1,156,500  paid  on  the  consolidated  debt,  leaving  an  increase  of  debt 
daring  the  six  years  from  1892  to  1897,  of  $13,699,553.  If  to  this  is 
added  the  product  of  the  national  revenue  during  the  same  six  years, 
we  will  have: 

1883 98,860,489 

18«3 10,122,752 

18M 11,851,025 

1895 14,191,667 

1896 15.150,741 

1887 12,179,741 

Total  i-evennei 73,066.415 

lncrewe  in dal)t 13,699,663 

Total 86,755,968 

This  was  absorbed  in  the  six  years  Stom  1892  to  1897,  in  tbe  exi)enses 
of  the  public  administration  and  interest  on  debt. 

Making  a  similar  computation  for  the  six  previous  years,  1SS6  to  1891, 
we  have: 

Eztem»l  debt,  gold,  December  31, 1885 $4,210,000 

Same,  Miirch  15, 1892 4,516,500 

Inoreaoo,  gold 315,500 

Internal  debt,  diver,  Deo«robor  31, 1885 6,442,162 

Bame,  March  15, 1892 12,830,268 

Incroaae 6,387,806 

Intenal  converted  gold  debt,  9345,500,  at  uzchanf(e  of  50  per  cent 9,581,707 

15,969,613 
Increaee  of  eitemal  gold  debt,  $345,500,  at  150  i>er  ceut  exchange 8<»,  750 
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TutaliDoreaMordebtfnrml8S5tol8IKi,  iuHJIver 16,833,263 

Addini;  tbe  proililct  ol'  tbe  tazea: 

urn $3,669,6*7 

1887 i,  47^56* 

1888 e,(»t,4U 

1889 6,1S±800 

1890 7,309iU2 

1891 8,688,536 

62,175,392 
SiiyeM«,  I892tol8ff7 86,756,968 

iDCieMe  in  expeaditnre  ^m  1892  to  1897 34,580,568 

Or,  rongbly  estimated,  (5,763,600  of  increase  eadi  year. 

Tbia  increase  ia  ezpenditore  has  lielped  to  aggravate  tlie  criaes 
brought  about  by  the  recent  fall  in  tbe  price  of  the  only  considerable 
article  of  export,  and  tbe  situation  has  nov  become  disastrous. 

Tbe  average  rate  of  exchange  for  tbe  year  1897  vas  165  per  cent 
premium,  for  sight  dialls  ou  New  York. 

OOHHBROB. 


controlled  the  fo;-6ign  trade  of  Gnatemala,  aud  for  the  past  four  ymuv, 
tbe  total  imports  have  been  sapplied  by  these  nations  in  tbe  following 
proportions:  In  1891,  the  United  States,  26  per  cent;  Germany,  13  per 
cent;  Great  Britain,  21  per  cent.  In  1895,  the  United  States,  36  per 
cent;  Great  Britain,  21  per  cent;  Germany,  23  per  cent.  In  1S96,  the 
United  States,  31  per  cent;  Great  Britain,  23  per  cent;  Germany,  22 
per  cent.  In  1897,  the  United  States,  33  per  cent;  Great  Britain,  21 
per  cent;  Germany,  21  per  cent. 

There  are  no  manufactories  in  this  Bepablic,  although  the  Indiansin 
the  department  of  Qnezaltenango  weave  in  a  most  primitive  manner 
fobricB  of  cotton,  which  form  the  dresses  of  the  women  of  the  lower 
class.  Sometimes,  thia  cloth  is  partly  silk,  of  artistic  design  and  bril- 
liant colors.  Oigars  and  cigarettes  are  also  manufactured,  as  well  as 
common  soap,  bnt  there  are  no  manufoctories  run  by  steam  or  water 
power,  aud  practically  all  manufactnred  goods  are  imported. 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  tbe  memoria  of  tbe  minister  of 
hacienda,  shows  tbe  distribution  of  Guatemala's  trade  for  tbe  years 
1896  aud  1897: 
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Ootton  goods,  cloth  and  thread,  are  far  the  most  important  in  point 
of  valae,  and  Great  Britain  has  ever  maintained  first  place,  Germany 
occapying  second,  and  the  United  States  third.  lu  18m,  Great  Brit- 
ain's share  of  this  line  was  73  per  cent  of  the  whole,  Germany's  17  per 
cent,  and  the  United  States  6  per  cent.  In  1895,  the  ratio  stood :  Great 
Britain,  57  per  cent;  Ciermany,  21  per  cent,  and  the  United  States  8  per 
cent.  In  1896,  Great  Britain  had  58  per  cent,  Germany  14  per  cent,  and 
the  United  States  10  per  cent.  In  1897,  Great  Britain  had  58  per  cent, 
Germany  18  per  cent,  and  the  United  States  15  per  cent,  showing  a 
contiuuons  gain  for  ns.  A  little  more  attention  to  the  desi^s  and 
bright  colors  reqnired  by  this  market  and  personal  attention  by  travel- 
ing men  who  speak  Spanish,  and  onr  rank  can  be  easily  raised. 

In  woolen  goods  and  silk,  onr  trade  is  very  small,  Germany  standing 
first  in  the  former  and  France  in  the  latter. 

Hardware,  Iron,  and  steel  in  all  its  forms,  agricnltnral  implements, 
machinery,  electric-light  flxtnree,  glass,  paints,  oils,  etc.,  are  largely 
used,  and  the  United  States  has  a  fair  share  of  this  trade. 

Galvanized  corrngated  sheet  iron  is  qnite  extensively  sold,  but  our 
manufacturers  have  paid  little  attention  to  this  branch,  and  most  of  it 
comes  from  Great  Britain. 

Galvanized  barbed  fence  wire  is  in  demand,  most  of  it  coming  from 
the  United  States  and  Germany;  more  from  the  latter  coantry  than 
seems  warranted  by  oar  capacity  to  produce  it.  Freight  {torn  San 
Francisco  is  abont  910  per  ton. 

This  will  never  be  a  good  market  for  agricultural  machinery,  on 
account  of  the  mountainous  character  of  the  country;  but  such  farm 
tools  as  hoes,  axes,  picks,  shovels,  machetes,  and  forks  are  aseil  in  large 
quantities.  Hoes  have  the  greatest  sale,  because  they  are  nsed  on  coffee 
fincas  in  clearing  the  land  of  brnsh  and  weeds.  They  should  be  large, 
of  the  finest  steel,  and  have  a  round  eye  for  the  handle.  The  axes  must 
also  have  round  eyes,  instead  of  the  oval  form  used  in  the  United 
States.  The  latter  does  not  sell  well  here,  for  the  Indian  insists  on 
making  his  own  helve.  These  articles,  ns  well  as  machetes,  shonid  bo 
especially  made  for  this  trade.  Hunting  knives  in  ornamental  sheaths 
sell  extensively. 

The  United  States  snpplies  most  of  the  builders'  hardware,  but  there 
is  not  a  great  demand  for  it  at  this  time. 

The  manufacture  of  sugar  is  assuming  large  proportions,  and  there 
is  and  will  be  a  good  market  for  the  requisite  machinery'.  This  can  also 
be  said  of  machinery  for  preparing  coffee. 

Almost  everything  in  the  line  of  groceries  comes  &om  the  United 
States.  There  is  a  large  sale  for  canned  goods — vegetables,  meats,  and 
preserves.    Condensed  milk  and  evaporated  cream  are  increasing  in 


In  general,  it  may  be  said  that  the  bulk  of  United  States  goods  is 
too  good  for  this  market.  They  shonid  be  made  to  sell  cheaply,  bat 
shonid  be  showy  with  colors  and  tinsel.  Most  of  the  granite  ware 
comes  from  Germany,  because  of  the  low  price;  but  it  is  so  light  and 
cheap  that  it  can  not  last  long. 

The  total  exports  in  1897  were  $19,775,860,  made  np  snbstantinlly  of 
three  items,  viz :  Ooffee,tl8,875, 700;  bananas,  $77,600;  hides,  t205,193. 
The  bananas  went  entirely  to  the  United  States,  and  more  than  half  of 
the  hides  to  the  same  country. 

As  I  have  previonsly  reported,  the  coffee  crop  this  year  is  larger  than 
last  year,  bat  the  price  has  been  far  lower,  and  $3,473,923  less  was  real- 
ized than  in  189«. 
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Aaiounl  of  ooffee  asported  and  ooantrie*  of  detHnatio*  in  1896  and  IS97. 
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I  give  below  a  table  ahowiog  the  amoonta  of  cuBtoms  daties  collected 
for  the  years  1896  and  1897: 
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TBADE-MABE8  AND  PATENTS. 

The  laws  of  this  coantiy  provide: 

Tbe  mftunfarturerB  of  conntrieB  witb  which  the  Repnblic  hns  in  force  O) 
upon  tbe  Bubjoet,  may  register  their  marks.  '  '  '  loonier  that  foreign  marka 
may  enjoy  the  gaaraiitii^s  tliat  this  lav  afforda,  tbej  muBt  be  regi8ter«d  ia  conformity 
with  the  respective  treaties. 


And  as  to  patents : 


<r  foreifjners  that  h&ve  a  year  of  domicile  in  tbe  ci 


this. 


nallc. 


e  treaties  that  permit 


There  is  at  present  no  treaty  or  conveiitioii  existing  between  the 
tJuited  States  and  Oaatemala  concerning  these  matters,  and  therefore, 
our  citizens  can  not  regiuter  their  trademarks  or  obtAiu  patents  for 
their  inventions. 

BAILB0AD8  AND  STBAH8HIP  LINES. 

The  Northern  Bailroad,  from  Puerto  Barrios  to  Onatemala  Cily,  will 
have  an  extension  of  195  miles,  of  which  133  are  already  completed 
and  ill  operation.  When  this  road  is  finished,  it  will  connect  with  the 
Central  at  this  capital  and  form  a  transcontinental  line  &om  tbe  Atlan- 
tic to  tbe  Pacific  Ocean,  carrying  goods  without  transsbipment.  At 
present  all  work  of  construction  is  suspended,  and  owing  to  tbe  finan- 
cial difficulties  of  the  country,  will  probably  not  be  resamed  by  the 
Government.  The  National  Assembly  has  authorized  the  President  to 
sell  or  lease  tbe  road  npon  such  terms  as  will  insare  its  completion  at 
an  early  date.  The  use  of  this  road  will  necessarily  reduce  freight  on 
both  exports  and  imports,  as  Puerto  Barrios,  the  Atlantic  terminus,  is 
connected  with  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  New  York,  and  European  ports 
by  several  lines  of  steamers.    The  ^ew  Orleans,  Belize  and  Boyal  Mail 

Coo; 
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Steamship  Oompany,  owned  by  Mocheca  Brothers,  of  New  Orleans,  Is 
the  principal  line,  and  haa  a  monopoly  of  the  frnit  trade  on  that  coast 
of  the  Bepnblic.  Its  steamers  make  weekly  trips  from  New  Orleans 
to  Puerto  Cortez,  Honduras,  toncblug  at  Puerto  Barrios  and  Livingston, 
in  Guatemala. 

On  the  Pacific  aide,  there  are  two  re^lar  lines  of  steamers  touching 
at  the  ports  of  San  Jos^,  Champerico,  and  Ocds.  First,  the  Pacific 
Mail,  which  runs  between  San  Francisco  and  Panama.  There  are  five 
regular  sleamers  per  month  on  this  line,  and  extra  steamers  run  when- 
ever there  is  an  accumulation  of  coffee.  The  bulk  of  tlie  coffee  is 
shipped  to  Europe  or  New  York  via  the  Isthmus  of  Pauama.  The  rate 
of  freight  from  this  Bepnblic  to  London,  Hamburg,  New  York,  or  San 
Francisco,  is  about  tlS.SO.  The  sea  freight  on  merchandise  from  San 
Franciscoor  Eorope  is  about  tlO;  wharfage  about  ¥X50j  agency  right, 
t3.50;  freight  on  Central  Bailroad,  |8;  total  to  city  of  Guatemala, 
about  924. 

The  Cosmos  Line  of  Hamburg  runs  a  steamer  once  a  month  around 
Cape  Horn.  The  freight  rate  on  eofi'ee  is  about  $18.50  to  either  Loudon 
or  Hamburg;  the  rate  on  merchandise  &om  Hamburg  is  about  the  same 
as  that  charged  by  the  Pacific  Mail.  This  line  is  a  formidable  com- 
petitor of  the  Pacific  Mail  for  the  coffee  trade. 

The  subvention  recently  given  by  this  Bepublic  to  the  Compania  Sad 
America  de  Vapores  and  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company,  which 
I  reported  in  April  last,'  will  influence  foreign  commerce.  It  is  au 
efl'ort  on  the  part  of  Chile  to  secure  a  share  of  the  trade  of  Central 
America,  }ier  products  being  almost  the  same  as  those  shipped  fh>m 
the  United  Stetes.  The  Chilean  Government  gives  a  sabsidy  of  950,000 
and  Guatemala  gives  $15,000  per  year.  The  steamers  are  to  mn  as  far 
north  as  Oc6s,  Gaatemala,  and  must  tonch  at  Guatemalan  porta  at  least 
once  a  week. 

The  Guatemala  Central  Railroad,  firom  Guatemala  City  to  the  port 
of  San  Jos<^  on  the  Pacific,  a  distance  of  75  iniles,  is  controlled  by 
American  capital,  and  has  been  a  very  successful  and  profitable  enter- 
prise. It  is  ably  managed,  and  practically  all  of  the  employees  in  the 
operating  department  are  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  rate  of 
Creigbt  on  imports  averages  tS  per  ton,  gold,  while  passenger  rates  are 
8  cents  per  mile,  first  class,  and  1  cente  per  mile,  second  class,  Guate- 
mala onrreacy.* 

A.  M.  B^AVPUt,  £ongul-Oeneral, 

Guatemala,  May  28, 1898. 

'Bm  AdvMMSbMtB,  No.93,April21;  ConsiiInT  Reports  No.  213,  June,  1898. 
*The  vKlae  of  the  Ceutml  Americnn  peso   w;tB  eetiiD«t«d   hy  tli«  Uuited  States 
Director  of  the  Mint.  Juiaar;  1, 18tW,  at  43.S  ceota. 
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DBCLARBO  XXPORTS-GUATEUALA. 


Value  of  txport*  declared  for  the  XJnittd  SUtU*  al  the  leveral  oonmlar  ogleei  m  Quate- 
mala  during  the  year  ended  June  SO,  1898. 
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The  exports  frotD  this  coDsnlar  diatrict  for  the  six  months  ending 
Jnne  30,  1888,  were  as  follows: 

G^d. 

Coconimtti ail,2BO.T7 

BanaDM 11,883.56 

PlmtainB 9,363.54 

Sandries  (tropical  frnit) 10^815,11 

Totol 13,313.98 

I  am  unable  to  state  whether  there  is  an  invreaae  in  exports,  as  no 
record  of  the  exports  has  been  kept  in  this  oflttie  by  former  codsqIs. 
llie  imports  are  very  hard  to  determine,  as  the  castom-honse  state- 
ments do  not  present  them  in  an  available  form.  I  have  sought  other 
sources  for  information,  and  would  estimate  them  at  t50,000,  of  which 
about  (40,000  worth  comes  from  the  United  States. 

The  imports  con»<ist  of  meats  (canued  and  salted),  cotton  goods, 
woolen  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  iiardware,  lumber,  hats,  caps,  floor, 
corn  meal,  crackers,  canned  iVnits,  canned  oysters  and  fish,  lumber 

>  la  replf  to  circulur  of  August  5. 
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(hard  pine),  fiirnitare,  woodenvare,  coal  oil,  sosar,  batter,  cheese,  can- 
dles, lamps,  glassware,  rope,  and  notions  in  general. 

All  goods  sbonld  be  packed  in  as  light  paokAges  as  possible,  as  the 
tariff  is  levied  by  the  gross  weight,  and  in  some  instances,  the  duty  on 
the  packiages  is  more  than  the  cost  of  the  goods.  Oatmeal,  corn  meal, 
and  cereals  pat  up  for  table  use  shoald  be  in  air-tight  packages,  as  in 
ttiia  climate  they  soon  siioil,  and  are  a  losa  to  the  merchant.  Especially 
is  this  true  of  oatmeal  and  corn  meal.  If  corn  meal  oonid  be  pat  in  5 
to  10  pound  tin  cans,  air-tight,  eo  that  it  would  keep,  the  trade  would 
be  materially  increased;  as  it  is,  but  little  is  used.  In  regard  to  candles, 
there  are  none  sold  Irom  the  United  States,  for  the  reason  that  they  ran 
together  and  are  a  loss  to  the  merchant,  while  those  from  England,  pat 
np  in  tin  cauBi  keep  well.  There  would  be  a  good  trade  in  this  line  if 
the  goods  were  properly  packed. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  goods  comes  to  this  country  via  Belize, 
British  Honduras,  on  acconnt  of  the  better  condition  of  transportation, 
there  being  a  regular  mail  line  each  week.  If  a  similar  line  coolil  be 
established  from  Kew  Orleans,  via  Utitia  and  Geiba,  it  would  increase 
the  trade  with  this  district.  Merchants  now  order  their  goods  via  Belize, 
British  Honduras,  and  as  there  are  English  honses  representetl  there, 
they  buy  more  or  less  goods  of  them;  while  if  they  coald  order  direct 
and  know  when  the  goods  would  arrive,  they  would  purchase  in  the 
United  States.  As  it  is,  sometimes  two  or  three  weeks  pass  and  not  a 
ship  arrives  from  the  United  States. 

If  an  agency  or  bonded  warehouse  were  opened,  where  merchants 
could  order&om  samples,  it  would  benefit  onr  trade.  There  are  several 
articles  which  are  sold  here — for  instance,  thread,  lace  iuBertiou,  etc. — in 
which  the  English  have  all  the  trade.  In  cotton  goods,  some  English 
lilies  are  sold,  bat  the  majority  is  American.  The  finer  grades  and  best 
qualities  are  chiefly  used.  The  heavier  grades  are  not  sold  in  shirt- 
ings. The  cottons  used  for  sails  and  tickings  are  all  American.  This 
market  will  use  twice  as  much  of  a  flrst-class  as  of  an  inferior  article. 
On  the  island  of  Utilla,  where  the  English  and  not  the  Spanish  language 
ie  used  in  the  schools,  books  from  the  United  States,  if  iutrodncMl, 
would  be  exclusively  used. 

The  best  qualities  of  all  classes  of  goods  sell  here,  and  those  from  the 
United  States  lead,  except  in  the  line  of  woolen  goods,  which  are  chiefly 
of  English  maunfacture.  Fine  light  goods,  to  be  ased  for  trouserings, 
etc.,  are  in  demand;  those  heavy  in  weight  are  not  ased,  the  thick  cot- 
tons taking  their  place. 

The  finish  and  style  of  all  American  goods  are  flrst-elass,  and  attract 
the  coBlomer's  attention.  American  whisky  is  always  used  when  it  can 
be  had,  and  our  beer  is  sold,  eo  for  as  I  have  seen,  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  others. 

Pickles  of  all  kinds  should  be  in  bottles  and  attractively  labeled. 
Those  sold  here  are  put  up  in  England.  Cornstarch  should  be  prepared 
ID  2-oance  packages;  that  sold  is  English,  and  is  labeled  corn  Soar. 

OUBBBNCY,  TASIFP,  ETC. 

The  currency  used  is  the  silver  peso  or  sol,  and  it  is  now  worth  13 
cents,  but  all  busitiess  transactions  are  on  the  gold  basis.  All  values 
are  fixed  on  the  gold  standard,  and  United  States  money  is  held  to 
have  the  same  value  as  gold. 

There  are  no  rates  of  exchange,  as  there  are  no  banks.  The  fruit 
steamers  draw  siglit  drafts  ou  their  firms  in  New  Orleans.    The  great 


~.(H>'^lc 


654  COMMERCIAL    RELATIONS. 

drawback  to  trade  is  tbe  tariff.  While  the  published  rates  are  so 
much  a  pound,  there  are  additional  charges  which  make  the  tariff 
aboat  double.  For  instance,  a  party  bought  2j  kega  of  uails  ia  the 
States.  When  the  duty  was  paid,  they  cost  28  pesos,  or  II11.20  gold. 
Another  party  brought  froin  the  United  States  $78  worth  of  farnitareL 
the  duties  per  published  rates  being  ii6.32  pesos;  5.04  pesos  were  charged 
for  weight,  plus  30  per  cent,  plus  20  per  cent,  plus  $10.50  for  paper  at 
custom-house,  making  the  total  59.42  pesos,  or  123.76  gold. 

The  railroad  syndicate  has  stopped  operationa,  and  whether  it  will 
recommence  is  not  known. 

There  is  no  license  charged  for  carrying  on  business,  and  no  taxes 
are  levied  escept  on  personal  property  lor  municipfll  roads  and  schools. 
Laud  is  not  taxed. 

The  quarantine  laws  are  rigidly  enforced  against  all  alike.  Any 
Gommandant  may  send  a  vessel  into  quarantine,  where  it  will  be  held 
tor  fitleen  days. 

There  ie  no  merchaut  marine  in  this  country.  The  vesaels  are  small 
schooners  and  sloops,  which  do  a  coasting  trade;  none  of  them  are 
larger  than  75  or  100  tons. 

Commercial  travelers  can  go  and  come  without  lioease,  but  have  to 
have  their  samples  pass  through  the  custom-house. 

There  are  no  laws  requiring  goods  to  be  marked  to  show  couutry  of 
origin. 

The  exports  from  this  country  are  wholly  to  the  United  Btates,  and, 
80  far  as  I  can  learn,  no  other  country  receives  any  of  the  tropical  fruits. 

Some  of  the  finer  timber  may  be  exported  to  other  countries,  but 
from  tbe  east  coast  and  Bay  Islands,  it  all  goes  to  the  Uuitad  States. 

There  are  no  agricultural  implements  of  any  kind  used,  except  the 
machete,  which  is  manufactured  in  the  United  States. 

Benjamin  Johnstoh,  Ootuul. 

Utilla,  October  1, 1898 


SITFPLEMBNTARF  REPORT. 

Trade  for  the  month  of  October  has  been  satisi^tory ;  the  movement 
of  oocoanuts  bas  been  large  and  prices  firm.  Tbe  supply  is  greater 
thau  the  demand,  but  holders  of  cocoanuts  are  holding  for  better  prices. 

A  recent  storm  has  done  great  damage  to  banitna,  plantain,  and 
oocoanut  trees.  The  bananas  are  ruined  for  the  present,  and  it  will  be 
one  or  two  months  before  firuit  can  be  cut  again.  The  same  is  bue  of 
plantiiius,  and  15  or  20  per  cent  of  the  coooanut  trees  have  been  blown 
down,  which  will  have  a  material  effect  on  the  supply  of  nuts.  Tbe 
storm  was  the  heaviest  ever  known,  and  lasted  for  about  three  weeks. 
Nearly  all  the  sloops  and  schooners  in  the  bay  went  ashore,  bnt  only 
one  was  lost.  Four  steamers  sought  refuge  in  this  bay  until  the  storm 
was  ended  and  were  not  damaged. 

B&NJAMIN  JOHHSION,  C'orwvt. 

Utilla,  NoBember  1, 1898. 
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NICABAGUA. 


I  have  been  anable  as  yet  to  collect  the  statiatics  of  exports  and 
imports  np  to  June  30, 1898,  owing  to  tbe  fact  that  the  boreaa  of  sta- 
tietics  of  this  GoTerument  was  closed  in  1897,  aft«r  the  statistica  for 
1896  were  prepared.  The  bureaa  was  snppresBed  for  economical  rea- 
sons. 1  hope  to  be  able  to  obtain  them  at  a  later  date.  I  am  able  to 
Btate,  however,  that,  owin^  to  bad  crops,  low  silver,  and  the  revolu- 
tions, the  basineas  now  done  in  this  country  is  less  than  half  that  of 
1896.  The  present  imports  and  exports  can  be  calculated  by  dividing 
the  figures  herein  given  for  1896  by  two.  This  may  serve  to  give  an 
idea  of  the  valae  of  Nicara^au  trade,  and  of  what  classes  of  goods  are 
boaght.  Coffee  has  been  the  greatest  article  of  export  forthelaat  two 
years;  the  present  crop  is  very  light.  Eubber,  for  the  same  period,  has 
been  almost  nothiDg,  owing  to  a  law  enacted  in  1897  forbidding  the  cut- 
ting of  rubber  for  ten  years  on  all  lauds  belonging  to  the  Government, 
which  leaves  very  little.  However,  many  planters  are  now  putting  in 
rubber  trees  as  shade  for  their  coffee,  and  also  planting  rubber  on  low 
lands  and  river  bottoms,  where  coffee  does  not  flourish.  In  a  few  years, 
the  crop  will  be  greatly  increased  and  will  not  be  subject  to  the  above- 
mentioued  law.  With  the  decrease  of  crops  and  exports,  silver  has 
been  shipped  oat  of  the  country,  exchange  lias  risen  to  200  per  cent 
premium  and  higher,  and  the  country  has  been  flooded  with  paper 
money — Government  notes — which  iire  very  difBoult  to  use  as  a  medium 
of  business.    The  financial  crisis  here  is  very  severe,  and  the  only  hope 
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of  the  people  is  in  the  construction  of  the  Nicara^an  Canal  by  the 
United  iStates  Government,  which  may  again  bring  prosperity. 

I  inclose  a  coudensed  statement  of  the  trade  of  Nicaragaa  for  the 
year  1896. 

Chester  0oi<ai.d8oit,  Consul. 

Managua,  October  25,  18'Jtl. 


:  THE   YRAR   ENDINO  JUN 

Imports  to  and  exportt/rom  yioaragua. 
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Exporl»  from  N%oaragua  to  the  United  Slatet. 

Coffee $647,650.00 

Hides 21,286.74 

UeerskuiB 12,173.86 

Gold: 

BriokH 41,689.00 

Dnat 8.350.16 

Silverooin 268,710.50 

Rubber 7,852.70 
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NailB 1,981,80 
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Cotton  Bhirta 2,235.00 
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Bmiis 1.112.00 
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Canned  meats 3,241.60 

Confectionery 2,011.56 
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Utensils  forocieuce 3,955.04 

Toilet  soap 3,488.32 

Kertmeueoil 47,089.71 

Lamps 6,828.06 

Perfumes 7,2H.45 

Paints 3,556.94 

Pianos 1,376.40 

Ewin 3,976.04 

Scales 1,630.32 

Rope 5,434.64 

Machetes 6,842.74 

Corn ^087.60 

Potatoca 6, 02a  84 

Condcnxvd  milk 1,468.46 

Wine 60,174.38 

Bicycles 2.134.00 

Whisky 1,377.87 

Calico 11,734.34 

Watctiea 2,349.91 
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BAN  JUAN   DEL  NORTE. 

I  sabmit  herewith  a  tabulated  statemeut  of  exporte  uitt  imports  of 
the  Itepablic  of  Nioaragaa  for  1897,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  the 
conrtesf  of  the  distinguished  director  of  the  fiscal  statistics,  t^e  Hon. 
Brasmo  0  alder  6n. 

This  table  is  exclusive  of  the  importations  and  exportations  of  San 
Joan  del  Norte  (Greytown),  that  being  a  free  port;  but  all  of  the 
exports  and  all  of  the  imports,  except  for  local  consamptioo,  are  sap- 
posed  to  pass  through  the  custom-house  at  El  Castillo,  though  it  is  noto- 
rioos  that  a  vast  d«il  of  smuggling  is  done,  and  probably  to  a  greater 
degree  than  at  any  other  port  in  the  Bepublic.  Many  of  the  imports 
to  Oreytown,  not  noted  in  this  report,  go  to  Oosta  Rica,  St.  Audreai 
Island,  aad  other  convenient  points  on  the  coast. 

The  imports  into  Nicaragua  in  the  year  1897  were«l,8d9,533  ($838,486) ; 
the  exports  9418,062  (tl87,476),  as  foUows: 


ImporU. 

Eiport.. 

Sllw.     1     Gold. 

eanr. 
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«,2U,»0    wtm 
273.013       121,  m 
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The  table  foils  also  to  show  the  exports  and  imports  of  San  Juan  del 
Sur,  the  total  of  which  should  not  be  less  than  that  of  £1  Oalo.  Com- 
plete and  detailed  statistics  for  this  port  and  consular  district  for  1898 
will  probably  foe  availufole  by  January  or  Febtaary,  1899,  and  will  be 
submitted  in  a  supplementary  report.  For  want  of  data,  I  am  unable 
to  compare  the  imports  and  exports  for  years  between  189o  and  1897; 
nor  is  there  any  satisfactory  explanation  why  the  imports  should  have 
fallen  from  $4,116,855  iii  1895  to  about  *1,869,633  in  1897;  and  the 
exports  from  $4,994,519  in  1895  to  aboQt  $418,054  in  1897. 

Despite  tlie  heavy  depreciation  in  coflee  values,  about  100  per  cent, 
exjwrts  should  show  very  little  if  any  shrinkage,  because  it  is  generally 
understood  that  the  number  of  coffee  tree^  in  cultivation,  the  acreage 
of  banana  lands,  and  the  production  of  gold  mines  have  been  steadily 
augmented;  and  railway  transportation  facilities  have  been  added  to 
year  by  year.  Political  conditions,  making  onerous  military  preparation 
necessary,  are  probably  the  chief  contributory  causes  to  the  decrease  in 
production  and  exportation,  and  of  the  commercial,  financial,  and  agri- 
colmral  paralysis.  It  is  phenomenal  that  the  country  has  been  able  so 
long  to  withstand  a  general  commercial  aud  financial  crash,  as  it  would 
seem  that  a  limit  to  the  credit  represented  by  this  unvarying  excess  of 
imports  over  exports  would,  sooner  or  later,  be  reached;  and  the  fact 
that  there  has  been  no  total  collapse  demonstrates  the  existence  of 
abnormal  latent  fiirce. 

Foreign  exchange,  to  meet  in  part  the  indebtedness  of  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  the  country,  as  represented  by  the  difierence  in  the 
unfavorable  trade  balance,  has  been  forced  to  a  liigh  rate  of  premium, 
varying  according  to  locality  from  15U  to  225  per  cent  of  Government 
currency  and  silver.  Immigration,  labor,  and  a  greater  |>opulatiou  are 
the  crying  needs  of  the  country,  and  though  the  soil,  climate,  and  gen* 
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eral  natnral  conditaons  combine  in  presenting  a  most  attractive  and 
inviting  field  to  those  who  would  realize  the  niaximnm  yield  for  the 
minimum  expenditure  of  effort,  thejealoasy  of  a  portion  of  the  native 
popnlace,  despite  the  broader  and  more  liberal  views  soaght  to  be 
inculcated  and  practiced  by  the  Government,  is  a  barrier  to  immigra- 
tion; and  however  much  the  intelligent  and  more  progressive  men  of 
thecountry  may  strive  to  sorronTid  the  foreigner  (immigrant)  with  liberal 
and  intelligent  aafegnards  and  guaranties,  nnfortunately,  it  is  too  often 
true  that  he  is  made  to  realise  that  he  is  in  the  country  merely  on  suffer- 
ance. Many  of  the  people  have  yet  to  learn  that  in  order  to  secure 
desirable  immigation,  their  attitnde,  the  laws,  and  their  application  most 
be  friendly;  that  they  mast  recognize  the  fact  that  it  is  the  desirable 
immigrant  who  confers  the  favor,  and  not  the  conntry  in  permitting  him 
to  enter;  that  the  immigrant  having  the  whole  world  from  which  to 
choose,  and  having  chosen  to  contribute  his  energies  to  the  improvement 
of  a  particular  locality,  should  be  welcomed  and  treated  as  a  colaborer; 
and,  that  instead  of  feeling  and  acting  as  if  apprehensive  of  his  enjoying 
greater  privileges,  the  native  should  make  sure  that  he  does  not  enjoy 
less.  Such  friendly  reoognitiou  and  treatment  would  soon  induce  a 
strong  tide  of  desirable  immigration,  and  develop  the  waste  places  in  the 
vast  regions  of  a  territory  unexcelled  and  rarely  equaled  in  any  part  of 
the  world,  for  productive  soil  and  healthful  and  agreeable  climate.  This 
would  solve  the  labor  problem  and  usher  in  an  era  of  peace  and  pros- 
perity. 

ABTIOB  TO  EXPOBTEBS. 

Trade  conditions  of  Oreytown  and  Nicaragua  do  not  differ  in  any 
material  sense  from  those  of  Central  and  South  America  generally.  A 
small  percentage  only  of  the  best  grade  of  any  oonntry's  goods  can  be 
advantageously  placed  on  the  markets  here.  A  great  majority  of  the 
people  are  content  that  an  article  is  cheap;  they  are  wholly  unable  to 
distinguish  between  the  clumsy  imitations  and  trash  of  German  mana- 
facture,  and  the  genuine  and  more  staple  products  of  the  United  States, 
England,  and  France.  There  is,  however,  a  fair  percentage  who  are 
not  only  capable  of  discrimination, 'but  who  insist  upon  having  only 
the  highest  grade,  the  finest  and  best  qaalities;  but  that  percentage  is 
BO  small,  except  in  the  larger  cities,  that  it  is  hardly  worth  catering  to. 

Ju  the  staple  lines — groceries,  dry  goods,  and  hardware — it  depends 
largely  upon  the  opportunity  given  the  local  merchant  to  bny;  and 
when  a  preference  is  expressed  by  the  consumeT,  it  is  usually  for  the 
American  article  if  it  is  known;  but  the  local  merchant,  all  things 
being  equal,  will  naturally  prefer  to  handle  the  manufactures  of  his  own 
country,  and,  as  a  rule,  greater  opportonities  and  better  terms  are 
given  and  more  pains  taken  by  the  European  manufacturer  and 
exporter.  The  old,  old  story  of  our  inferior  packing,  as  compared  with 
European  methods,  recurs.  If  onr  exporters  conld  see  the  rough 
handling  to  which  the  articles  are  subjected,  the  breakage  and  dam- 
age, and  the  excessive  freights  and  customs  charges  (dnties  here  are 
collected  by  weight),  owing  to  the  ignorant  and  unskilled  packing,  they 
would  possibly  appreciate  tbefact  that  packing  for  foreign  shipment 
demands  a  method  different  from  that  in  vogue  for  shipments  to  "the 
next  railway  station"  at  home.  Compactness,  strength,  and  lightness 
are  the  main  poiuts  to  be  studied  in  packing  for  foreign  shipment.  Bnt 
I  venture  little  in  saying  that  few  consular  reports  have  been  written 
in  the  past  ten  years,  which  did  not  contain  something  specific  relative 
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to  the  nnakiUftil,  oiiTieldy,  ansafe,  and  expeoaive  packing  of  American 
exporters. 

Another  feature  of  thin  qoestion  may  be  referred  to.  AmericaQ 
cloth  maDobctnrerB  often  find  it  difflcolt  to  deal  direcUy  with  Soath 
and  Oentral  American  raerchaDts,  becaoBe  in  print  cloths  they  will  not 
pack  assorted  patterns  in  a  case,  nor  vill  they  in  any  goods  pack  cases 
m  the  shape,  size,  and  weight  suitable  for  pack  males,  a  greater  part 
of  the  goods  broaght  to  these  coontries  being  intended  for  reshipment 
to  the  interior. 

Still  another  featnre  in  onr  method  of  handling  foreign  trade  desarres 
CTiticism.  It  has  been,  and  still  is,  the  cnstom  for  American  manofac- 
tnrers  to  operate  largely  through  commission  merchants,  probably 
becaase  it  saTca  troable,  in  that  it  is  more  simple  and  less  directly 
expensive,  the  commiBBion  merchant  and  not  the  manufacturer  being 
burdened  vith  the  details  of  investigation  as  to  credits,  sales,  collec- 
tions, etc.,  and  becanse  in  this  way,  they  come  in  contact  with  bat  one 
buyer,  who  may  represent  nnmerous  cnstomers.  This  method  is  the 
bane  of  oar  foreign  trade.  It  mnst  be  conceded  that  the  closer  and 
more  intimate  the  association  between  the  producer,  the  manufacturer, 
and  the  consomer,  the  better  it  ia  for  alt  concerned,  and  middlemen 
amount  to  but  so  many  obstacles  to  this  union.  The  commission  mer- 
chant, representing  various  manufacturers,  is  not  often  disposed  to  posh 
a  jMulicalar  line,  and  his  want  of  enthusiasm  in  this  respect  may  rea- 
sonably entail  the  loss  of  the  customer;  besides,  many  of  the  manofiMj* 
tnrere*  statements  of  discounts  are  never  allowed  to  reach  the  foreign 
buyer.  'Sot  being  personally  interested  in  building  up  a  certain  line,  it 
is  hardly  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  commission  mercbuit  will  oe 
as  eager  as  the  manofactarer  to  please  all  castomers. 

If  it  is  the  purpose  of  oar  manufacturers  to  successfully  compete  with 
EnropeauB,  the  middleman  mnst  be  eliminated. 

£T[I10PEA.N   GOODS   IN   TBANBIT. 

Whatever  the  merits  of  our  customs  laws  permitting  the  shipment  in 
transit  of  European  goods,  I  am  tx)nvinced,  l^m  exjMrience  and  obser- 
vation, that  the  effect  is  to  facUitate  European  commerce  at  the  expense 
of  that  of  the  United  States. 

Milliona  of  dollars'  worth  of  goods  are  annually  sent  to  the  various 
American  porta  of  entry  from  Europe,  either  for  immediate  transBhip- 
ment  or  to  be  held  in  bond  and  shipped  to  Oentral  and  South  America, 
the  Weat  Indies,  and  Mexico,  in  direct  competition  with  American 
goods  and  manu^turea.  Under  this  system,  it  is  practically  as  con- 
venient for  a  merchant  doing  business  in  Greytown  to  purchase  Eoro- 
pean  goods,  at  European  prices,  in  bond  in  the  United  States,  as  it  is 
to  purchase  American  goods  in  the  aame  port  By  far  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  goods  now  bought  in  Europe  for  immediate  transshipment, 
or  bought  and  bonded  and  afterwards  sold  for  transshipment  to  cus- 
tomers in  Central  and  South  America,  the  West  Indies,  and  Mexico, 
would  be  bought  in  the  United  States,  were  onr  customs  law  in  that 
particular  made  less  convenient  for  the  European  exporter.  I  submit, 
Airther,  that  the  present  aystem  atimulatea  and  affords  far  more  sub- 
stantial aid  to  European  than  it  doea  to  American  ahipping.  Indeed, 
matters  have  come  to  sach  a  pass  that  it  is  well  known  that  a  shipment 
of  goods  can  be  made  tcom  Liverpool,  Hamburg,  Havre,  or  almost  any 
other  European  port  to  Central  and  Soath  America  via  Kew  York  at 
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almost  the  aame  rate  of  freigbt  as  from  ^ew  York  to  Oeutoal  and  Soath 
America.  The  fact  is  that  the  privilege  of  transshipment,  as  It  is 
developed  to-day,  more  than  any  other  one  agency,  affords  material 
assistance  to  foreign  bottoms;  and  it  is  nodoabtedly  trae  that  foreign 
bottoms  discriminate  against  the  United  States. 

NEED  OF  P08TAL-P1.R0BLS  BTBTBH. 

The  lack  of  postal  parcels  and  postal  money-order  facilities  between 
Kioara^a  and  the  United  States,  is  keenly  fBlt.  Nicaragoa  has  postal- 
parcels  treaties  with  France,  England,  and  Germany,  bat  none  with 
the  United  States. 

A  postal- parcels  arrangement  is  distinctly  wanted,  and  to  be  efficient 
and  advantageous,  there  should  be  also  a  "postal  money-order" 
arrangement.  The  one  would  be  helpfnl  to  the  other ;  and,  considering 
the  lack  of  banking  facilities  between  the  two  conntries,  the  saccess 
of  the  former  would  depend  largely  upon  the  existence  of  the  latter. 
The  mail  facilities  between  the  United  States  and  Nicaragua  are  not 
the  best,  but  sucb  as  they  are,  they  are  quicker,  safer,  and  more  direct 
than  those  between  any  European  country  and  Nicaragaa.  It  is  rea- 
sonable, therefore,  to  believe  that  with  au  iutelligent,  comprehensive, 
and  liberal  "postal-parcels  packet"  and  postal  money-order  system, 
the  mail-order  business  between  the  United  States  and  Kicaragna 
would  soon  swell  to  very  respectable  proportions,  and  that  a  great 
benefit  would  thus  be  conferred  upon  the  people  of  Nicaragua  and  our 
merchants. 

TIUDB  METHODS. 

Merchants  and  manufacturers  hoping  to  do  business  here  are  under 
the  decided  disadvantage  of  there  being  no  agencies,  through  which 
the  commercial  standing  of  a  customer  may  be  learned.  Itwould  seem 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  they  are  practically  reduced  to  the 
alternatives  of  selling  0.  O.  D.,  trusting  largely  to  lu(;k  and  experi- 
ence, or  sending  safe,  intelligent,  and  practical  nieu,  thoroughly  posted, 
not  alone  as  to  the  competition  from  home  rivals  they  must  meet,  but 
also  that  from  Europeans,  which  will  be  fonnd  sharp  and  strong  in  every 
commercial  house  in  Central  and  Soutli  America.  If  the  latter  policy 
is  pursued,  the  salesman  should  not  forget,  from  the  moment  he  Iraards 
the  steamer  leaving  home,  that  he  ban  left  the  railroad,  with  its  bustle, 
and  hurry,  and  exact  schedules,  and  that  he  is  about  to  enter  into  that 
mysterious  lajid  of  "mucho  calor,"  and  "maiiana,"  where  that  stir- 
ring Yankee  phrase,  "Time  is  money,"  is  regarded  with  good-natured 
incredulity  or  passive  indifference.  He  must  be  endowed  with  tact  and 
the  power  of  patient  perseverance.  He  will  come  in  coutact  with  the 
mo»t  obliging  and  courteous  class  of  people  tfais  side  of  France;  but  he 
mast  forget  the  old  habit  of  drawing  bis  order  book  aud  pencil  the  first 
thing  on  entering  au  office  or  store.  That  follows  naturally  and  easily 
after  several  personal  chats,  distributed  over  a  period  of  several  days. 
In  selling  goods  in  Central  and  South  America  the  race  is  certainly 
neither  to  the  swift  nor  the  strong,  The  salesman  should  have  ample 
time  to  systematically  canvass  the  field  and,  iu  this  way,  to  select  one 
or  two  safe  customers  in  each  town  or  city.  After  the  first  bill,  it  will 
require  but  ordinary  business  courtesy,  attention,  and  rionsideration  to 
hold  a  customer.  After  a  customer  has  been  thus  secured,  I  think  cat- 
alognes  and  circulars  and  price  lists  may  be  of  some  interest  to  bim 
and  profit  to  the  sender. 
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It  is  only  tliroagiL  ^rsonal  intercoarse  tbat  the  American  exporter 
can  hopu  to  obtain  an  intelligent  idea  of  the  pecnliar  wants  of  a  people, 
whoae  coBtouiB  are  distinct  trom  those  with  whom  he  has  had  lifelong 
bneinesa  relations.  I  have  often  heard  criticism  of  the  castom  of  some 
exporters,  to  combine  in  sending  oat  representatives.  Manafactarere  of 
several  lioes  will  make  np  a  pool  and  send  oat  a  man  as  an  experimeDt 
The  criticism  is  that  those  tirats  must  be  small  and  weak  coDcemswho 
can  not  afford  to  employ  their  own  representatives,  and  I  confess  that 
this  combination  salesman  often  cots  a  very  Indicroas  flgare. 

I  imagine  that  few  merchants  in  the  United  States,  carrying  any* 
where  ftvm  920,000  to  160,000  worth  of  goods,  would  tolerate  the  rep- 
resentative of  a  honse  not  able  to  have  its  owa  independent  salesman. 
Nor  is  it  nnoommon  forAmericau  merchaDts  and  manufactarers  to 
think  that,  having  sent  a  lot  of  beaattfal  catalogaes  (dreams  of  art), 
the  Government  should  do  the  rest;  and  the  conanlar  serviee  has  been 
maligned  by  these  gentlemen.  I  am  sure  that  every  minister  and  oon- 
sill  in  the  service  r^oices  whenever  his  eyes  behold  a  piece  of  Ameri- 
cau  goods  in  nse  or  for  sale  iu  a  foreign  country,  and  1  am  also  certain 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  name  even  one  such  official  who  does  not 
delight  in  an  opportunity  to  assist,  in  every  way  possible,  to  increase 
the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country.  But  when  the  consul  is  deluged 
with  oatalognes  and  price  lists,  knowing  that  no  personal  representative 
of  the  article  catalogued  has  ever  "biased  the  way"  for  him  by  meeting 
the  would-be  customers  personally,  he,  realizing  the  utter  absurdity  of 
BQch  a  policy,  feels  not  a  little  inclined  to  despairingly  consign  the 
pretty  and  often  costly,  but  useless,  matter  to  the  wastebasket.  Again, 
if  I  gave  advice  regarding  persons  and  firms  with  whom  to  do  busiueas, 
and  eS)>eoially  to  whom  credit  should  be  given,  I  would  remark,  as  to 
a  native  in  basiuess,  however  wealthy  the  man  or  firm  may  be  to-day, 
to-morrow,  on  account  of  some  political  offense  or  indiscretion,  he  may 
be  proscribed  or  banished,  and  hia  business  impaired. 

1  call  attention  to  these  matters,  not  in  a  spirit  of  nnfriendly  criti- 
cism, bat  as  a  recital  of  &ct8  to  jnatify  my  snggestion  that  where  the 
practice  of  revolntion  prevails,  commercial  stability  can  not  exist; 
and  that  if  our  mannfactarers  and  exporters  secure  only  a  fair  per 
cent  of  the  trade  of  the  English,  German,  French,  and  Spanish  doing 
bneiness  in  Central  and  South  America,  they  should  have  no  just  canae 
of  complaint.  The  good  faith  and  integrity  of  the  native  merchant 
are  not  qnestioned.  It  is  his  precarious  tenure  of  political  inunn- 
nity  that  is  responsible  for  the  conditions  I  have  described.  Sfor  is  a 
criticism  of  the  Government  intended.  There  are  many  difficulties 
with  which  every  South  and  Central  American  Government  has  to 
contend — vast  territory,  sparsely  settled,  and  ptoorly  equipped  trans- 
portation and  telegraph  facilities,  and  a  brave  and  cbivalroas  people, 
impatient  of  any  grievance,  whether  genoine  or  fancied,  I  would  sug- 
gest, farther,  that  when  credits  are  given  and  notes  for  the  same  are 
executed,  the  better  policy  would  be  to  have  the  notes  payable  in  the 
country  and  at  the  place  of  business  of  the  debtor.  Tbis  would  obviate 
the  delays  of  execution,  translation,  and  transmission  of  docnments,  and 
would  render  all  necessary  legal  proceedings  more  direct,  prompt,  and 
probably  more  satisfoctory.  When  accounts  are  evidenced  by  notes  or 
when  an  account  is  closed  by  note,  it  would  be  best  to  appoint  an 
agent  in  the  place  of  business  of  the  debtor,  and  give  him  a  fi^  power 
to  collect  or  sue  for  the  same. 

Much  is  said  nowadays  about  the  necessity  of  learning  Spanish  iu 
order  to  do  bnainess  in  Spanish  America.    It  is  not  my  purpose  to  deny 
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the  advantage  of  a  knowledge  of  tbe  language  of  any  ooontiy  in  vhioh 
one  proposes  to  travel  or  to  transact  bnsinesa,  but  in  order  to  deal  wiUi 
the  progressive  and  safe  merchants  of  Central  and  Sonth  America,  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  absolutely  nooessary,  because  those  merchants  are  as  a 
rule,  foreigners,  and  nearly  all  of  them  speak  English.  Besides,  the 
day  must  come  when  every  citizen  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  vill 
speak  English,  and  a  wider  knowledge  of  this  language  would  Increase 
the  demand  for  English  and  American  wares. 

Much  is  also  said,  in  this  conneotioD,  about  Germany's  increase 
in  foreign  trade  and  their  knowledge  of  languages.  It  is  true  that 
Germans  (at  least  those  who  emigrate  and  engage  iu  oommeroial  pur- 
suits) usually  understand  several  langnagesj  but  I  am  sure  that  Die 
real  secret  of  their  foreign  commercial  success  lies  largely  in  the  colo- 
nizing schemes  fostered  by  their  Government,  and  to  the  fact  that 
Qerman  merchants  are  to  be  found  in  strong  representation  in  every 
important  commercial  town  and  city  of  Central  and  Sonth  America, 
the  West  Indies,  and  Mexico.  German  clerks,  bookkeepers,  and  mer- 
chants are  everywhere  in  Central  and  South  America  in  a  much 
greater  proportion  than  either  English,  French,  or  American;  and  the 
German  merchant,  more  than  any  other  nationality,  gives  preferenoe 
to  the  wares  of  his  native  land. 

TBANSPOBTATION. 

The  transportation  £acllities  of  Nicaragua  have  undergone,  and  are 
undergoing,  advantageous  changes.  The  national  railway  system  is 
being  extended,  and  branch  lines  are  being  constructed.  Within  the 
past  three  years,  alwut  26  miles  have  been  bailt,  and  the  work  pro- 
jected is  being  prosecuted  with  commendable  zeal.  With  this  26  miles 
completed,  the  national  railway  line,  with  spurs  and  side  tracks,  is 
about  126  miles  in  length. 

A  railroad  is  being  gradually  extended  from  the  Bio  Grande  River 
in  the  direction  of  the  Matagalpa  (coffee)  district.  An  option  for  a 
contract  between  Messrs.  Cragin  and  Eyre,  of  New  York  and  Chicago, 
and  the  Kicaraguan  Government,  for  an  interoceanic  canal,  given 
October  28, 1898,  and  to  become  effective  October  20, 1899,  in  the  event 
of  the  lapse  of  the  present  canal  contract,  provides  for  the  construction 
of  an  interoceanic  railway,  within  three  years  after  the  company  iias 
been  organized,  and  also  for  bailding  of  other  lines  of  railway  through 
all  parts  of  the  country,  and  for  purchasing  existing  lines.  The  con- 
tract includes  an  absolute  grant  of  400,000  hectares  (988,100  acres]  of 
land,  and  an  option  to  purchase  1,000,000  hectares  (2,471,000  acres) 
additional,  at  1  peso  ($0,448)  per  hectare.  On  September  28, 1897,  a  con- 
cession with  an  ordinary  privilege  to  navigate  Lake  Nicaragna  and  the 
San  Jnan  River,  and  an  exclusive  privilege  tonavigate  the  Silico  Lagoon, 
and  to  construct  tramways  and  railroads  the  length  of  the  liue,  when 
it  is  found  necessary  to  avoid  the  obstructions  of  the  San  Jnan  River, 
was  given  to  the  Atlas  Steamship  Company,  a  powerful  English  corpo- 
ration. This  concessiou  farther  provides  that  the  Government,  daring 
the  period  of  thirty  years  for  which  the  concession  is  given,  shall  not . 
extend  aid  to  any  other  steamship  company  which  may  be  established 
on  Lake  Kioaragaa.  This  concession  has  been  transferred  to  the  Carib- 
bean and  Pacific  Transit  Company,  Limited,  an  offspring  and  "feeder" 
of  the  Atlas  Steamship  Company,  and  a  short,  narrow-gange  railroad 
from  the  Silico  Lagoon  to  the  junction  of  the  Colorado  and  San  Joan 
rivers  is  under  coDBtmction. 
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The  water  in  tbe  Ban  Jaan  Biver,  betweea  its  jauotiou  with  the  Col- 
orado Kiver  and  Greytown,  dnring  about  three  months  in  the  year, 
becomes  too  low  for  navigation,  and  tbe  purpose  of  tbe  Silico  Lagoon 
ilallroad  is  to  overcome  that  obstacle  to  the  auinterrupted  transporta- 
tion facilities  of  the  company  between  Oreytown  and  Uranada. 

Tbe  Silico  Kallroad  will  be  6^  miles  in  length,  3  feet  6  inches  gauge, 
with  an  average  grade  of  1 J  per  cent,  and  enrves  varying  from  10  to  16 
degrees.  The  rails  weigh  35  pounds  to  the  yard.  The  estimated  quan- 
tity of  cnts  and  embankments  is  120,000  cubic  yards.  On  the  first  mile, 
at  the  Silico  end,  are  some  very  heavy  through  cuttings,  varying  in 
length  IromlOO  to  800  feet  and  &om25  to  i5  feet  deep.  Great  difficulty 
haa  been  experienced  in  the  construction  of  the  road,  because  of  the 
beavy  and  constant  rains,  and  becaase  all  of  the  work  in  being  done 
by  hand.  About  3  miles  have  been  finished.  Work  hsis  practically 
been  suspended  nntil  next  spring  (about  March),  wht^n  the  dry  season 
is  popularly  supposed  to  set  in.  The  company  will  tbeu  have  two  years 
within  which  to  complete  the  work.  The  Government  gives  a  sabsldy 
of  5,000  pesos  (12,243)  for  each  mile  completed. 

Tbe  estimated  cost,  inclnsive  of  rolling  stock  and  equipment, 
wharves,  warehouses,  et«.,  is  £20,000  ($97,330),  bat  this  estimate  is 
probably  too  low.  The  bar  at  Greytown  has  been  and  is  a  source  of 
great  danger,  expense,  delay,  and  incouTenience  to  both  passenger  and 
freight  trafDc,  bat  the  Government  has  had  a  flue  dredge  built,  with 
which  it  will  be  able  to  keep  open  and  clear  the  bar  and  harbor. 

With  the  completion  of  the  Silico  Lagoon  Railroad  and  the  opening 
of  the  bar,  it  is  thought  that  the  Caribbean  and  Pacific  Transit  Com- 
pany will  afford  a  more  regular,  safe,  systematic,  and  rapid  method  of 
handling  both  local  and  through  freighttj,  which  should  tend  to  the  devel- 
opment of  tbe  Atlantic  Coast  division,  and  should  make  San  Juan  del 
B'orte  (Qreytown)  the  most  important  commercial  port  of  the  Kepnb- 
lic;  and  if  a  company  acquires  tbe  national  railway  system  from 
Corinto,  on  the  Pacific,  to  Granada,  on  Lake  Nicaragua  (as  now  seems 
probable),  and  cooi»erates  with  the  Caribbean  and  Pacific  Transit  Com- 
pany, it  would  be  possible  to  divert  a  reasonable  proportion  of  the 
CeBtral  AmericaD  freights  from  tbe  Panama  ronte. 


There  is  bat  one  bank  doing  business  in  Nicaragua,  the  London 
Bank  of  Central  America,  Limited.  Its  principal  place  of  business  is 
at  Managua,  the  capital,  and  it  has  agencies  in  the  principal  cities  of 
the  Bepnblie;  but  the  relations  existing  between  it  and  the  Government 
are  not  cordial,  and  the  recent  extraordinary  session  of  Congress 
granted  a  contract  to  Dr.  Salvador  Oastrillo,  authorizing  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  bank,  as  follows : 

[TruiUtloD.I 

The  Nfttionftl  LeglelAtive  Aieembly  decntes : 

Firtt.  Tbe  ratification  of  tho  contract  between  the  exeantive  power  of  the  Btate 
and  Di.  Don  Salvador Caatrillo,  in  the  folloiriiig  terms: 

The  minlBter  of  pnblio  worlcs  of  the  Supreme  GoTemment,  eapeoially  anthorized. 
by  the  President  of  the  State,  for  one  partv,  and  the  other,  Dr.  Salvador  CaBtiillo,  for 
hunMlf  and  for  his  awociatea,  have  agreed  to  the  folloiring  contraot  for  the  estab- 
lishment  of  a  bank ; 

Articli  I.  Dr.  CaatriUo  and  big  aMociates  are  to  fonnd  in  the  State  a  aommeTcial 
bank,  to  be  known  aa  the  "  Bnnf^o  Americano-NioaragUenso." 

Art.  2.  The  principal  oSce  and  the  center  of  operations  of  the  bank  will  be  in 
HaDOEoa,  bnt  the  geoeral  stockholders'  meeting  may,  within  six  months  after  it* 
orgouiiation,  open  bnuich«a  in  the  eitiea  of  San  Jn«)  del  Norte,  Granada,  and  Leon. 


COUMBRCUL  BELATIONS. 


ART.  4.  ine  DanK  wtii  angage  m  tne  loiiowing  uperaiiuns:  Aavanoamon 
OD  Batiafaotorf  guaranties;  receipt  of  deponitH ;  iaeiie  of  bills  pajrable  to  1 
and  at  aiffht;  buying  and  selling  domeatio  aiirl  foreign  letters  of  eichanzt 
graph  orders,  and  whatever  other  operations  are  common  to  bAnkio^  establ 


will  establish  agenoies  wherever  it  ma;  be  considered  coDveuient. 
Art.  i.  The  trank  will  engage  in  the  following  uperatluns:  Advanoament  of  ftaoda 
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ige  and  tele- 
Lblishments. 
'  A'rt.  5.  The  capital  uf  the  bank' shall  be  two  million  and  a  bal?  pesos  silver,  or 
1,000,000  pesos  gold,  divided  into  2,000  eUares  of  1,250  pesos  each,  and  may  be  aag- 

ment^il  by  consent  of  the  gener*'  -■■-'-•--■•' — '  — — .i-_  _ ;»i.  -i 1  _*■  .i._ 

Supreme  Oovemnient.     The  ban 
the  capitkl  has  beeu  subecrilied. 

Abt.  6.  The  value  of  the  shares  shall  be  paid  in  the  current  metallic  money  of  the 
country,  in  calls  not  to  exceed  10  per  cent  each,  and  with  intervals  of  one  month 
between  each  call. 

Only  the  half  of  the  nominal  capital  may  be  called :  the  other  half  shall  remain  as 
an  nltimate  reserve,  to  be  called  upon  in  case  it  should  become  neoeeaary  to  cover  the 
respoDsibilities  incurred  by  the  bank. 

AitT.  7.  The  shareholder  who  does  not  complete  his  qnota  on  the  final  day  fixed 
shall  pay  a  fine  of  2  per  cent  on  the  nomiual  vaine  of  the  share ;  and  if,  thirty  days 
atler,  the  payment  has  not  been  ma<le,  the  share  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  bank,  with 
the  {>ayment«  previously  made.  Those  members  who  desire  at  ouce  to  pay  the  full 
SO  per  cent  of  their  shares  may  do  so,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  a  bonus  of  1  per  cent 
of  the  nomiual  value  of  their  stock.  The  payments  made  on  calls  shall  be  indsrsad 
ou  the  bock  of  the  ehiires.  Said  sharee  are  personal,  and  shall  be  transferred  with 
the  written  approval  of  the  board  of  directors  previous  to  bein^  registered  In  the 
book  kept  for  that  purpose  b;  the  bank.  If  ihe  transfer  is  made  in  favor  of  a  abue- 
holder,  it  will  be  sufflcient  lu  advihe  the  board  of  directors,  in  order  that  the  entry 
may  be  made  in  the  respeotive  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

Art.  9.  The  bank  shall  be  exempt  for  ten  years  from  oontribationa,  taxes  or 
imposts,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  whether  flsool  or  local,  ot  of  whatever  other 

Art.  10.  The  bank  may  emit  bills  payable  at  sl^^ht  and  to  bearer,  bat  must  alwaya 
maintain  In  the  safes  of  its  branches  or  aKeucies  of  the  State  nut  lees  than  40  per 
cent  of  the  value  of  the  bills  in  circutation  in  gold  or  silver  mone^. 

Abt.  11.  The  bank  shall  be  obliged  to  exoliauge  metal  for  its  bills  o] 

Akt.  12.  The  billa  issued  by  the  bank  shall  be  as  follows:  "One,"  '' nve,"  "ten," 
"twenty-five,"  "(ifty,"and  "one  hundred"  pesos,  bearing  the  signatnrea  of  the 
director-manager  and  of  the  cnsbier  of  the  bank,  and  executed  so  ue  to  gaarnntee 
against  oonnter felting,  and  to  bear  the  seal  of  and  to  l>e  registered  in  the  national 
treaanry.  Tbe  bills  that  become  damiwed  shall  be  replaced  by  new  bills,  burned  in 
the  presence  of  the  chief  cashier  and  reoorded  in  one  aot,  as  is  done  with  the 
national  bills. 

Akt.  13.  Tbe  falsification  of  bills  of  the  bank  shall  be  considered  the  same  aa  tbe 
falsiflcation  of  public  documents  and  the  same  penalties  shall  be  applicable. 

Art.  14.  The  responsibility  of  the  members  of  the  bank  shall  be  limited  to  the 
nominal  value  of  tbeir  shares. 

Art.  15.  In  case  of  the  death  or  aheence  of  a  shareholder,  his  legal  representative 
shall  have  the  right  to  8)ieak  and  vote  in  the  general  stock  holders'  meetinn. 

Art.  16.  All  shareholders  of  the  bank  may  participate  in  the  general  stookholders' 
meetings,  and  sessions  may  be  held  with  tfvo- thirds  of  the  sntworibed  stock  repre- 
sented. In  case  of  a  second  citation  for  a  general  stockholders'  meeting,  in  default 
of  the  reapoase  of  tbe  stipulated  two-thirds  to  the  first  citation,  tbe  aession  will  be 
beld  with  those  who  do  respond.  Every  citation  for  a  general  stockholders'  meet- 
ing shall  be  made  through  the  ofQcial  periodical,  and  shall  not  be  for  less  than  eight 
days  before  the  meeCios.  The  board  of  directors  may  forcibly  convoke  an  extraor- 
dinary general  etockholdete'  meeting  by  written  petition  signed  by  eight  members 
(abacebolders). 

Art.  it.  In  ageneralmeetingof  stockholders,  each  share  has  the  right  to  one  vote^ 
and  those  stockholders  not  present  may  be  represented  b,v  another  shareholder,  with 
written  power  to  that  effect.  Besolutlons  of  the  general  stockholders'  meeting  will 
be  voted  upon  and  adopted  by  an  absolute  ma.jority  of  the  votes  present. 

Art.  is.  Tbe  general  balance  of  the  bank  shall  be  made  on  the  lost  day  of  Febm- 
ary  and  the  last  day  of  August,  and  shall  be  published  iu  tbe  otUcial  periodical  and 
submitteA  to  the  ordinnry  general  stockholders'  meeting,  with  the  semi-annual  report 
of  the  managing  director  in  tbe  months  of  March  and  September. 

Art.  19.  The  management  of  tbe  bank  shall  be  by  a  managing  director  and  a 
board  of  direct«rB,  eleat«d  by  the  stockholders  at  a  general  Btochnolders'  meeting. 

Art.  20.  The  managiuE  director  ia  to  be  assisted  in  theadmiuistratlonof  the  baA 
by  three  shareholding  directors,  to  be  selected  by  the  stookholden  at  »  gWMirkl 
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stookbolden' TOMting.     N'oonQBhsll  be  employed  iathebknk  wboh»sb«eDd«eUred 
to  be  in  a  bonkrnpt  sMte  or  who  has  troiufcirred  bis  realty. 

Art.  31.  The  managing  director,  with  the  three  shorelioldiiig  dii«cton,  will  form 
the  board  of  diraeton,  whloh  ah^l  meet  daily,  with  not  lew  than  three  memben 
present. 


. i,  npon  the  rt . „ „ , , ^ .  . . 

ordinate  employeee  and  to  fix  their  compemtatioii ;  aecoud,  to  formalate  the  rules 
for  the  interior  oondnct  of  the  bank,  and  BDoh  modiflcat'ooH  as  may  be  foand  euen- 
tial,  which  shall  be  anbmitted  to  the  general  stockholden'  loeetiDg  for  approval: 
third,  to  give  notice  of  the  calls  and  dividend ;  foartb.  to  convoke  the  ordinary  ana 
extraordinary  general  stookholdeis' meeting;  and  fifth,  to  approve  the  traoefere  of 
Stock,  and  to  make  complete  those  tfainge  tlwt  are  not  herein  provided  for  in  repte- 
sentatioD  of  the  bank. 


Art.  23.  The  aignature  of  the  bank  shall  be  by  the  managing  director,  to  w 
also  will  correspond  the  Judicial  representation  of  the  bank,  li'or  the  aocide 
failure  of  the  managing  director,  one  of  the  directors,  by  his  order,  will  aet  ii 


Art.  2i.  The  general  atoekholdeis'  meeting  shall  fix  the  amount  of  the  oompenaa- 
tioD  to  be  pa^d  the  managing  director. 

Art.  25.  The  minlater  o?  fluance^  in  person  or  by  delegates,  may  aealst  in  the  monthly 
balances  to  verify  the  existence  in  gold  or  silver  money  of  the  amount  required  in 
relation  to  the  buls  In  circulation,  nt  to  demand  extraordlDary  examinations  when 
it  Isjudged  oonvenieut,  and  if  it  resnlU  that  there  ie  not  in  the  safea,  In  metal,  40 
per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  bills  in  climlation,  the  bank's  operations  sbsll  be  sus- 
pended until  the  said  40  per  cent  has  betn  reestablished ;  and  if  it  results  tbat  the 
bills  in  circulation  ore  not  effectively  guaranteed,  the  bank  will  be  compelled  to  go 
Into  liquidation. 

Aht.  26.  The  profit*  of  the  book  shall  be  distribnted  as  follows :  Five  per  oent  of 
value  of  the  net  profits  to  create  a  reserve  fund,  and  the  reet  to  be  divided  propor- 
tionately between  the  ahsreboldere. 

Akt.  'IJ.  The  bank  in  its  Judicial  actions  shall  enjoy  the  following  prlvilegee: 
(1)  The  JnTtediction  of  the  mercantile  or  commercial  law.  <2)  Exemption  from 
the  payment  of  Judicial  fees.  (3)  In  bankruptcy  proceedings,  the  credits  to  its 
fitvor  enall  be  considered  for  the  purpose  of  preferenoe  the  same  sa  the  credits  of 
the  national  treasury. 

AST.  28.  If  convenient  for  the  Qovernmeut,  the  bonk  in  those  places  in  which 
branches  are  eatablished,  and  at  Its  principal  office,  shall  carry  the  current  account 
of  the  Government  as  cashier  without  charge,  and  the  bank  shall  pay  interests  the 
some  as  for  individual  deposits ;  it  shall  accept  for  collection,  and  wiuiont  exacting 
commissi  on,  the  promissory  notes  and  other  documents  that  the  Government  m*^ 
have  for  collection ;  it  shall  facilitate,  free  of  cost,  the  transfer  of  Qovemment  fhn& 
between  the  principal  olBoe  and  the  branch  oIBces  or  between  the  branch  ofiicw 

Art.  29.  The  bank  shall  publish  monthly  in  the  offlclsl  periodical  a  statement  of 
its  condition,  and  each  six  months  the  general  balance  and  the  report  of  the  board 
of  directors  uiall  also  be  published. 

Airr.  30.  The  bank  shall  not  make  loans  on  deposits  of  its  own  stock. 

Art.  31.  The  society  (company)  formed  by  the  "  Banco  Amerioano-NioaragUense" 
•hall  be  for  the  term  of  twenty-five  vears,  nnlees  a  general  stockholders'  meeting 
should  resolve  to  go  into  liqnidation  before  the  oi^irstion  of  that  term,  for  which 
purpoee  four-fifths  of  the  stock  intereste  must  vote  in  the  affirmative. 

Ajit.  32.  The  bank  shall  be  forced  ioto  liqnidution  in  case  that  any  of  its  six 
mouths'  balances  show  the  loss  of  the  reserve  and  of  30  per  cant  of  it4  oapital.  It 
-will  also  l>e  forced  into  liquidation  when  it  fails  to  perform  any  of  its  obligations  In 
oonfbrmity  to  artioles  4  and  II,  and  when,  admonisoed  by  the  minister  of  nuance,  it 
persists  in  the  nonperformance  of  its  obligations  daring  the  period  fixed  by  the 
minister. 

Art.  S3.  Whenever  the  bonk  finds  it  neoessary  to  go  into  llqnldatlon,  a  general 
■taokholders*  meeting  wlU  desi^at«  the  person  or  persons  to  liave  charge  of  the 
same  and  the  manner  of  its  liqaldatioo;  and  if  tne  liquidation  is  forcible,  the 
Goveimneut  shall  nominate  a  ropresentative,  who  shall  supervise  the  some, 

Abt.  34.  In  DO  case,  aliall  the  rate  of  discount  of  the  bank  exceed  10  per  cent  per 
annum,  or  ttie  rat«  of  interest  for  loans  exceed  12  per  cent. 

AltT.  SS.  The  present  contract  constitutes  the  law  of  the  "Banco  Amerioano- 
Hieoragnenee,"  and  it  can  not  be  modified  except  by  agreement  of  a  general  ttook- 
holderr  meetug,  in  which  a  two- thirds  voteof  the  subscribed  stock  shall  participate, 
irltli  the  approval  of  the  Government  sud  ratification  by  the  Congress. 

Abt.  36.  The  bank  shall  be  establixhad  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  rati- 
floaUon  of  the  present  contract,  which  period  may  be  extended  for  one  year  at  the 
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option  of  the  executive  of  the  State;  and  in  coae  «oaplete  pBrfbnmuioe  shall  be 
lacking,  all  of  the  concessions  heroin  authorized  shall  be  forfeited. 

Akt.  37.  llie  domicile  of  the  bank  shall  he  in  Xicartwua;  however,  the  eocietf 
(company)  which  shall  be  established  may  inoorporate  in  any  of  the  states  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

The  Qoveinmeiit  having  read  the  terms  of  the  fore^ing  contract,  and  having  found 
it  to  conform  to  the  instrnctiona  Riven,  gives  its  approval. 

Hanaoua,  October  g?,  1898. 

BXFOBT  DUTIES  AND  TA££S. 

The  Nicaragaau  export  duties  are:  On  coffee,  2  peaoa  {10.877)  per  100 
poands;  oil  rubber,  10  pesoa  ($4.48)  per  100  ponnds;  oa  ballion,  1  peso 
($0,448)  per  ounce.  Tfaese  articles  are  imported  into  the  TJnitm  States 
free  of  duty. 

The  following  decree  was  promulgated  after  my  report  was  written, 
but  its  importance  prompts  me  to  send  it  as  a  part  thereof: 


?.  ;    TAX    ON   KXPLOeiVKS, 

The  President  of  the  Bepnblio :  In  cousideratinn  that,  notwithstnniling  the  efforts 
made  bj  the  Oovamment  to  maintain  the  national  credit,  in  view  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  foreign  and  domestic  debt,  the  tendaney  to  antagonize  and  deprcciata 
the  bUIs  of  the  national  treMar;  continues,  and  it  is  the  daty  of  the  administration 
to  dictate  efficacious  measures  to  render  permanent  snd  unalterable  the  valoe  of  the 
paper; 

In  consideration  that,  owing  to  the  distance  between  the  city  of  Blnefields  and  the 
other  towns  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  the  supply  of  powder  !□  the  fiscal  offices  is  irreg- 
ular, stimulating  contraband,  diminishing  the  receipts  from  its  Balej  and  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  merchants  of  that  zone  have  solicited  authority  to  sell  powder, 
offering  to  pay  a  privilege  tax ; 

In  consideration  that,  fur  the  proposed  acoamnlation  of  fnnds  for  the  aichanse 
and  amortization  of  tUe  treasury  notes,  it  is  indispensable  that  other  articles  should 
be  t^ed; 

Considering,  further,  that  most  of  the  transactions  in  the  said  locality  are  made  in 
gold,  it  is  decreed  ua  follows : 

Art.  1,  Permission  will  be  given  to  the  merchants  of  the  Atlantic  coast  to  sell 

fiowder,  lead,  and  fulminating  tubes  (percussion  caps)  upon  the  payment  of  a  priv- 
lege  tax  of  25  pesos :  but  not  mure  than  50  pounds  of  powder,  2vO  poands  of  lead, 
and  1,000  caps,  shall  be  kept  hy  any  sstablishmeut. 

Art.  2.  The  application  Bball  be  written  and  presented  to  the  respective  authorl- 
tiea,  accompanied  by  a  personal  bond  payable  to  the  said  fnoctionnrles,  which  shall 
be  a  public  document.  Theae  requisites  having  been  complied  with,  the  lioenae  will 
he  granted. 

Art.  3.  The  bond  to  which  the  forgoing  article  refers  shall  be  held  for  payment  of 
any  flnes  imposed  for  violations  uf  the  law,  and  for  other  liabilities  resalnng  from 
the  sale  of  the  articles  herein  Bpeoifled,  in  conformity  with  the  rules  goveroing 
frauds  against  the  treasury,  and  for  whatever  illegal  use  there  may  be  made  of  tbe 
articles  enumerated. 

Art.  4,  The  fiscal  employees  shall  keepnnhandasufflcient  quantity  of  the  articles 
specified  to  snpply  those  who  have  license.  They  are  liable  to  a  fine  of  50  pesos  for 
each  infraction  of  this  clause. 

Abt.  5.  The  minister  of  finance  shall  provide  the  rsepective  fiscal  employees  with 
receipt  books  for  tbe  liceDses  to  which  article  1  refers,  which  shall  be  numbered  and 
registered  for  its  proper  control. 

Art.  G.  The  payment  of  the  privilege  tax,  and  of  those  that  correspond  to  aaoh 
particular  article,  shall  be  effected  iu  coined  silver  only. 

Art.  7.  For  each  turtle  exported  through  the  port*  of  the  Atlantic,  50  cents,  gold, 
shall  be  paid. 

Art.  8.  For  each  kilo,  and  fraotion  thereof  in  proportion,  of  gold  exported,  17 
pesos  gold,  or  the  equivalent  in  coined  silver,  when  the  exportation  is  affected  by 
the  ports  of  the  Pacific. 

Abt.  9.  After  this  date,  the  exportation  of  rubber  in  the  Repnblio  will  be  reestab- 
lished under  an  export  duty  of  12  cents,  gold,  for  each  kilo,  or  the  «qnlTal«ntin 
coined  silver,  if  the  exportation  is  by  tbe  Pacific. 
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AxT.  10,  The  receipts  ftum  the  duties  Bpecified  id  the  precediag  arttoles  will  be 
trwiBferred  b;  the  respeolive  oCBcee,  moDthl;,  to  the  general  treaaaTy. 

Art.  II.  The  employee  who  diverts  theae  tandB  to  other  ohaonele  will  incnr  »  fiue 
equivalent  to  donble  the  amoQDt  so  diverted,  without  releaae  ftom  pnniihmetit  for 
the  dereliction. 

Art.  \2.  These  imposts,  aa  well  a<  the  dntiea  to  be  paid  by  Mr,  H.  C.  Emery  for 
the  exportation  of  T7oodB,  in  conformity  with  article  4  of  the  contraot  celebrated 
March  5,  1898,  shall  create  a  reserve  fund  for  the  ezohange  of  the  treasury  bills  or 
for  their  amortization. 

Art.  13.  The  general  treasury  will  open  a  special  aooounl  for  the  fnnda  collected 
under  the  decree. 

Abt.  14.  The  violators  of  this  law  shall  be  panished  according  to  the  regulattons 
legardlng  fiscal  l^ands  applicable  thereto. 

Art.  16.  That  this  decree  may  become  opetatire  fhim  the  date  of  its  publication, 
ever;  disposition  antagonistic  to  It  ie  horeoy  abollalied. 

Masxqva,  Ihemtter  9, 1B98. 

William  B.  Soebby,  ContuL 
San  JuAn  DE:l  ^OKTB,  December  1, 1898. 


DBCLARED  EXPORTS,  NICARAQUA. 


.^ 

quutei  endiDK- 

Total. 

Bepi.30. 

Dm.  SI. 

iii.li. 

June  3D. 

MAK^aVA. 

I101.00 
1T,«W>.I9 

as 

MW7.S0 

sis 

MU1.B2 
24,7M.M 

tsts 

fK>0.00 

31160.77 
1.747.T6 

«,s»i.oa 

SO.O0 

80, 300.  SO 

11,774.06 

"US 

li-io 

19,BM.76 

IS.  MS.™ 

U.MS.U 

<7,520.U 
13,000.00 

170,809.01 

But  JCU  ML  BOBTB. 

100.00 

180.00 

87,100.18 

».ioi.ae 

M,g7S.U 

2,607.00 

100.00 

MO.  00 

7,0«.30 

ss 

.ss 

80S.  00 

»,010.75 

4,m.»o 

5.2M.S0 

a7,ST».tS 

ii,2M.aa 

"•*S:S 

A^.a 

!.a».»i 

1 88101 

2iZ.TM.SS 

■■ss 

uiw 

IU.O0 

101.00 

1, 087.60 

■-■iiiiw 

i.ua.so 

M.00 

a,«7.oa 

800.  SO 

8,808.70 

ni.w 

i,'moo 

1.838.00 

20.600.60 

idbyGoOgIc 


668  COVUEBCIAL  RELATIONS. 

SAIiVADOB. 

V«,huof  ti^portt  ieelartd  ai  Sa»  Salraior  for  the  f'nited  Statti  during  tit*  f  tar  muted  Jmme 
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WEST  INDIES. 

BBITIBH  WEST  INDIES. 

BAHAUA8. 

The  general  trade  of  the  Bahamas  darms  the  year  1897  showed  a 
variation  from  that  of  1S96  so  small  as  to  be  remarkable,  as  appears 
from  the  sabjoined  statement: 
ExpoTta  *nd  importo  for — 

1897 »1, 830,740.06 

1896 1,6M,  176.84 

OoDsideriug  that  1896  was  an  exceptionally  good  year  for  trade,  this 
showing  IB  not  bad. 

TBAJ>E  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

As  usual,  the  condition  of  trade  between  this  colony  and  the  United 
States  was  qnite  satisfactory,  there  being  a  small  increase  over  1^6, 
when  the  trade  was  above  the  average. 

Trade  with  the  United  Statea: 

1894 »l,0i*,767.Ti 

1886 1,121.635.08 

1896 1,180,683.00 

1897 1,191,489.05 

These  figures  indicate  the  steady  growth  of  trade  between  the 
Bahamas  and  the  United  States;  and  the  large  proportion  we  have 
obtained  is  shown  by  the  snbjoined  statement : 


Among  the  many  items  going  to  malce  np  the  imports  from  the  United 
States  may  be  mentioned:  Ale  and  porter,  $2,0U0;  bicycles,  910,000; 
bntter,  (22,000;  cattle,  911,000;  coffee,  90,000;  com  meal  and  hominy, 
928,000;  coal,  93,000;  flour,  9124,000;  lard,  99,000;  lamber,  99,000; 
meat,  sal  ted  and  fresh,  938,000;  machinery,  $13,000;  fertilizers,  96,000; 
oats,  94,000;  oil,  910,000;  vegetableH,  98,000;  rice,  93,000;  shiugies, 
96,000;  sugars,  916^000;  specie,  $10,000;  tobacco,  920,000;  cotton, 
linen,  woolen,  and  silk  goods,  995,000;  earthenware,  glassware,  and 
ftimitare,  994,000:  hardware  and  tinware,  912,500;  preserved  fruit 
and  meats,  931,000. 

We  have  also  taken  exports  from  this  colony  as  follows:  Coffee, 
917,000;  sugar,  unrefined, 99,000;  tobacco, 92,000;  turtle  shell,  93,000; 
hemp  or  sisal,  921,000;  barks,  95,50<i;  marine  carios,  91,500;  n'ape 
fruit,  916,000;  oranges,  910,000;  pineapples,  9120,000;  preserved  fruits, 
921,000;  sponges,  9306,000,  etc. 

The  trade  of  this  colony  with  the  United  States  is  well  looked  after 
by  certain  American  firms  who  have  studied  the  wants  of  the  people, 
and  who  are  enterprising  and  accommodating.  Regnlar  and  frequent 
steam  commnnicatiou  assists  materially,  a  British  and  an  American 
line  running  to  and  from  New  York,  the  two  making  three  trips  per 
month. 
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PBTTITS. 

The  fruit  crop  of  1897  was  mach  above  the  average,  and  fair  prices 
on  the  whole  were  obtained.  In  fact,  iLe  declared  valaes  were  50  per 
cent  more  than  in  1896,  which  year,  however,  was  nnder  the  average. 
The  valne  of  the  piDCapples  shipped  in  1897,  all  going  to  the  United 
States,  was  $119,623.45;  that  of  oranges  was  $16,740.65,  and  that  of 
grapeirnit  was  $16,098.90.  Grape  fxnit  has  come  into  great  demand 
daring  the  last  year  or  two,  and  it  promises  in  the  near  fntnre  to  be 
quite  an  addition  to  the  list  of  exports.  Nearly  three  times  as  mnoh 
was  shipped  this  year  as  last,  and  prices  ran  np  to  $40  per  thousand, 
oranges  averaging  only  about  $6  per  thousand.  There  was  a  decrease 
ID  the  export  of  canned  fmit,  that  shipped  in  1897  being  worth  only 
$20,288.46,  as  against  $32,527.68  in  1896.  A  canning  factory,  started 
with  Baltimore  capital  in  1896,  was  abandoned  in  1897  as  an  unprofita- 
ble investment.  Since  the  disasters  to  oranges  in  Florida,  by  reason 
of  fbost,  have  been  considerable,  inquiry  has  been  made  as  to  land  in 
this  colony  suitable  for  orange  cultivation  (the  Bahamas  being  below 
the  frost  line),  and  some  Americans  have  boaght  small  tracts  for  that 
purpose.  Theindnstrymightreadily  be  largely  developed  by  men  who 
an)  competent  and  who  have  capital. 

SISAL  HEHP. 

This  iodostry,  developed  a  few  years  ago  by  Sir  Ambrose  Shea,  then 
governor  of  the  colony,  continued  depressed  during  most  of  1897,  not 
having  recovered  from  the  bad  results  due  to  the  unfortunate  selectioD, 
by  many  investors,  of  lands  unsoited  to  the  culture  of  the  plants  New 
investors  are  profiting  by  the  mistakes  of  the  others,  and  their  planta- 
tions promise  well.  Prices  of  fiber  ruled  low  all  through  the  year,  which 
added  to  the  disoonragemeDt  of  the  growers,  and  the  quantity  exported 
in  1897  was  no  greater  than  that  shipped  in  1896.  Inward  the  end  of 
the  year,  prices  began  to  improve,  and  at  the  present  time,  they  have 
reached  such  a  figure  as  to  greatly  euconrage  all  interested,  and  exports 
are  increasing.  I  am  still  of  the  opinion,  originally  expressed  conoem- 
ing  this  industry,  that  it  will  show  a  steady  and  permanent  increase 
until  it  becomee  a  reliable  and  valuable  source  of  income  to  this  colony. 

THB  SPONGE  TRADE. 

The  500  small  vessels  and  the  5,000  people  employed  in  the  gathwing 
and  shippiug  of  sponges  continue  to  find  steady  and  remunerative 
employment  This  industry  remains,  as  it  has  for  many  years,  the 
mainstay  of  the  colony  in  value  and  importance.  The  quantity  of 
sponges  shipped  in  1897  did  not  equal  that  of  1896,  being  1,255,137 
pounds  as  against  1,586,372  pounds  in  1896;  but  the  market  value  of 
the  article  increased  so  much  that  the  value  of  the  shipments  in  1897 
showed  an  increase  over  1896  of  $43,895.83. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  steady  development  of  the 
industry : 

SpongM  sbipped  in — 

ISM »287,B51.TO 

18» 828,80i.H> 

1896 8M.  629.36 

1897 *38,525.18 

The  United  States  continues  to  take  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the 
sponge  product,  the  amount  ia  1897  being  $306,102.85,  as  against 
$287,235.50  in  1896.  The  balance  of  the  shipments  for  1897,  viz, 
$132,422^,  went  to  Great  Britain,  France,  Hollaod  and  Gennaof. 
Prices  of  sponges  have  ruled  high  during  the  entire  year. 
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A  HEALTH  SBSOBT. 

The  eqnable  and  mild  climate  of  the  Bahamas  has  long  been  noted 
for  its  Mneticial  effects  in  cases  of  lang  and  throat  troubles,  the  islands 
famishing  a  pleasant  residence  for  those  who  desire  to  avoid  the  cold 
weather  from  November  to  April.  As  a  consequence,  many  people 
come  here  every  winter.  The  number  of  strangers  who  came  to  Kassan 
during  the  winter  of  18d7-dS  was  much  in  excess  of  that  of  any  previous 
season,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  fine  passenger  steamer  called  the 
Miami,  belonging  to  Henry  M.  Flagler,  made  regular  and  frequent 
trips  during  the  months  of  January,  February,  March,  and  April 
between  Kassan  and  the  port  of  Miami,  in  Florida,  shortening  the  sea 
voyage  from  eighty-four  honrs  from  Kew  York:  to  fifteen  hoars  ftom 
Florida. 

The  hotel  accommodations  proved  insa£9cient,  and  many  private  fam- 
ilies opened  their  houses  for  lodgings.  Negotiations  looking  to  the 
building  of  a  large  hotel  in  Nassan  were  opened  between  Mr.  Flagler 
and  the  colonial  authorities.  These  have  not  yet  been  completed,  bat 
there  is  little  doubt  that  within  a  short  period.  Nas&aa  will  have  supe- 
rior hotel  acGOmmodations,  which,  with  the  soathern  passenger  service, 
is  all  that  is  needed  to  bring  the  Bahamas  much  prosperity  as  a  winter 
resort. 

PBBSEKT  CONDITIOir. 

The  present  condition  of  the  islands  is  fair,  with  an  outlook  for  yet 
better  times  in  the  near  future.  Its  relations  with  the  United  States, 
both  trade  and  social,  will  become  closer,  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  both 
commuuitiea.  The  people,  products,  and  manufactures  of  onr  country 
are  regarded  with  decided  favor  in  this  colony,  as  Indeed  they  have 
been  for  a  long  time  past. 

Thob.  J.  McLain,  Consul. 

Nassau,  May  30, 1898. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT.' 

The  course  of  trade  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 1898,  was  very 
steady,  as  indeed  is  usually  the  case,  the  situation  of  tbe  colony  making 
sndden  fluctuations  iu  business  uncommon. 

Both  the  export  and  import  trade  of  the  Bahamas  is  now  practically 
monopolized  by  the  United  States,  at  least  from  75  to  80  per  cent  of  it 
having  come  under  onr  control;  and  this  proportion,  I  may  add,  is  being 
steadily  increased. 

The  reasons  for  this  condition  of  affairs  are  easily  apparent.  In  the 
first  place,  we  are  very  near  the  Bahamas,  and  our  communication  with 
tbem  is  frequent.  New  York  is  but  three  and  a  half  days  away,  and 
with  that  port  there  are  three  steamers  per  month  the  year  through. 
In  addition,  numerous  sailing  vessels  ply  to  and  fro  between  Nassau, 
£ey  West,  Jacksonville,  and  other  Southern  ports. 

Again,  freight  charges  and  passenger  rates  are  reasonable,  exchange 
is  abundant,  New  York  merchants  fill  orders  promptly,  giving  reason- 
able credit,  and  American  goods  are  deservedly  popular  by  reason  of 
superior  quality,  style,  and  finish. 

When  to  these  considerations  we  add  the  fact  that  the  United  States 
fbmishes  a  good  market  for  all  this  colony's  exports,  tbe  proceeds  of 

'  In  retponie  to  circular  of  Angaat  6. 
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which  are  v«ry  certain  to  beiDvested  in  oar  food  prodaots  and  our  mana- 
factares,  there  seems  to  be  do  mystery  at  all  as  to  why  we  control  the 
tradeof  theBabamas.  1  have  had  the pleasare of  wituessiDgoiii  trade 
with  this  colouy  grow  from  40  per  ceut,  in  1877,  to  80  per  cent  in  1898. 

I  judge  that  the  exports  and  imports  of  the  Bahamas  daring  the 
year  ended  Jane  30, 1898,  may  be  safely  stated  at  about  $1,500,000,  of 
which,  say,  about  $1,200,000  was  controlled  by  the  United  States. 

There  are  no  railroads,  manufactories,  or  mines  in  the  colony,  and 
therefore  there  is  no  demand  for  articles  employed  therein;  while  the 
rocky  nature  of  the  soil  preventfl  the  use  of  agricaltnral  machinery  to 
any  extent. 

The  shipbuilding  industry  is  carried  on  to  a  limited  extent,  being 
confined,  however,  to  small  vessels,  averaging  i)erhapB  30  tons,  employed 
in  tbe  sponge  and  turtle  industries,  and  in  iiiterinsular  commnnicatioD. 
Most  of  the  materials  used  therein  are  brought  from  the  United  States. 

The  machinery  used  in  cleaning  sisal  fiber  is  imported  from  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  the  engines  and  the  boilers  for  the  same. 

The  banking  facilities  of  the  colony  are  adequate  to  the  demand; 
exchange  is  abundant,  and  reasonable  discounts  are  readily  obtainable^ 
the  ordinary  rate  of  interest  being  6  per  cent. 

There  is  ample  circulating  medium,  abont  ooe-half  the  money  afloat 
being  American  gold  and  greenbacks.  The  rest  consists  of  British 
silver,  local  bank  notes,  and  British  gold.  American  gold  and  paper 
money  are  at  par  with  British  gold,  but  our  silver  is  subject  to  4  per 
cent  discount. 

In  regard  to  the  packing  and  shipping  of  merchandise  to  this  colony,  I 
may  say  that  the  practice  in  vogue  is  entirely  satisfactory  and  there  are 
no  complaints.  The  same  methods  are  to  be  observed  as  are  followed 
in  making  shipments  of  goods  Irom  New  York  to  any  one  of  our  Southern 
ports,  such  as  Charleston  or  New  Orleans,  by  coasting  steamers.  As  to 
thematter  of  cotton  textiles  consumed  in  tbe  Bahamas,  they  may  be  said 
to  consist  of  substantially  such  as  are  sent  by  our  leading  jobbers  to  their 
trade  in  our  Southern  States,  with  respect  to  width,  count,  and  weight. 
In  fact,  the  needs  and  tastes  of  the  Bahamas  are  quite  similar  to  those 
of  our  own  Qulf  States.  Nearly  all  this  class  of  trade  has  gone  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  United  States,  as  the  resnlt  of  judicious  efforts  on 
tbe  part  of  those  interested  in  our  export  trade. 

The  war  with  Spain  had  a  tendency  to  unsettle  trade  relations  during 
tbe  first  half  of  1898,  the  regular  steamers  of  the  Ward  Line,  which 
were  the  Bahamas  mail  contrHct  boats,  being  taken  by  our  Government 
for  trausport  service,  their  places  being  very  indifferently  filled  bysach 
foreign  tramp  vessels  as  could  be  obtained  in  the  emergency.  The  local 
steamer  AntUia  (British)  assisted  materially  in  keeping  up  trade 
facilities  during  this  period. 

Mr.  Flagler'  has  just  concluded  a  contract  with  the  government,  by 
which  he  becomes  the  owner  of  the  colonial  property  called  the  RoyiU 
Yictoria  Hotel,  which  is  to  be  remodeled,  refurnished,  and  put  in  cod- 
ditioii  for  tbe  winter  season  of  1898-99.  It  is  also  understood  that  ht 
will  build,  without  delay,  another  large  hotel  to  meet  expected  reqaire- 
ments  in  the  near  future.  Last  winter,  there  were  some  2,000  visitors 
here,  against  an  average  of  500  in  ordinary  years. 

It  is  expected  that  under  Mr.  Flagler's  influence,  Nassau  will  now 
take  its  proper  position  as  one  of  the  most  popular  winter  resorts  in 
this  quarter  of  the  globe.  This  will  more  than  ever  bring  these  islands 
under  American  influence  and  control,  both  commercially  and  socially. 

'  Seo  previous  ri'port. 
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There  is  mucli  apprehension  felt  by  the  colonists  lest  their  frnit  and 
BpoDge  trade  may  be  serioaaly  injured  by  the  new  relations  which  Oal>a 
and  Porto  Rico  are  to  bear  toward  the  United  States,  and  this  fear  has 
induced  them  to  welcome  with  great  (gratification  anything  that  gtrea 
promise  of  developing  their  resources  in  the  way  of  a  health  and  winter 

""°^  Thos.  J.  MoLain,  Cmmil 

Nassau,  September  20,  1898. 
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BABBAIW8. 

While  the  trade  of  Barbados  did  not  show  any  appreciable  Increase 
in  1897,  it  iB  Btill  encouraging  to  report  that  there  has  been  no  marked 
decrease.  The  exports  exceeded  those  of  1896  by  $90,674.28,  while  a 
decrease  of  $200,940  took  place  in  the  imports, 

The  total  qaantity  of  sngar  exported  vaa  67,609  hogsheads,  and  this  ie 
considered  to  have  been  a  fair  average  annual  ontput.  If  the  prices 
obtainable  ten  years  ago  for  sugar  bad  been  realized  on  the  crop  of  1S97, 
the  sugar  industry  of  the  island  would  be  in  a  prosperous  condition  and 
the  future  free  from  anxiety.  But  unfortunately,  however  prodnctire 
the  soil  may  be,  and  especially  suitable  for  the  |p-owing  of  the  sugar 
cane,  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  all  these  advantages  are  out- 
weighed by  the  prevailing  low  prices,  which  make  the  manufacture  of 
sugar  here  unprofitable;  and  In  this  extremity  the  planter,  unlike  bis 
confrere  in  the  neighboring  colonies,  has  no  other  industry  to  which 
be  can  turn  his  attention.  The  very  formation  and  topographical  fea- 
tures of  the  island,  which  tend  toward  its  sanitation,  do  not  adapt  it 
for  the  cultivation  of  cocoa,  arrowroot,  and  fruit,  which  grow  so  readily 
in  other  West  Indian  islands.  There  are  limited  areas  on  which  these 
articles  can  be  produced,  bat  locally  not  with  profit  to  the  planter. 

Mining  for  what  is  known  as  maujak,  a  species  of  glance  pitch,  has 
been  attended  with  some  success,  and  greater  developments  are  hoped 
for.  It  is  asserted  by  some  people  here  that  thereis  a  vast  subterranean 
lake  of  liquid  asphalt  in  the  vicinity  of  the  maujak  deposits,  bnt  it  has 
not  yet  been  located. 

The  total  of  maujak  exported  in  1897  was  to  the  value  of  $18,800;  of 
this  amount.  $12,967.50  went  to  the  United  States. 

The  total  imports  decreased  from  $5,244,435.60  in  1896  to  $5,043,495 
in  1897,  Consequent  on  this  decrease  in  the  total,  the  amonnt  imported 
from  the  United  States  in  1897  shows  a  decrease  of  $175,880  from  that 
of  the  previous  year. 

The  chief  imports  from  the  United  States  were  floor,  bread,  com, 
commeal,  salt  beef^  bacon,  pork,  nnd  lumber.    Nearly  all  the  foodstaff 
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came  from  the  United  States,  upon  vhicb  market  Barbados  ia  almost 
eDtiiely  dependent  for  its  food  supply.  This  is  recognized  firom  tbe  fact 
that  the  valne  of  tbe  articles  composing  food  and  drink,  imported  from 
tbe  United  States  in  1897,  vas  91,263,896.63,  as  against  9483,755  from 
Great  Britain.  In  nnmanubcfaired  articles,  I  find  that  tbe  amount 
imported  from  Great  Britain  in  1897  was  9658,786.72,  while  only 
9116,600.26  came  from  the  United  States.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  as  I 
have  little  doabt  that  oar  conntry  can  easily  compete  in  many  articles 
ID  this  branch  of  trade,  and  would  hold  the  market,  if  proper  pains  were 
taken  to  introdnoe  the  goodainto  this  coautry.  American  boots,sboes, 
bats,  and  men's  furnishing  goods  are  comparatively  nnkuown  in  the 
Barbados  market,  and  it  is  with  difBcnlty  that  the  people  can  be  made 
to  believe  that  these  articles  can  be  imported  from  the  United  States  in 
a  better  tjoality  and  at  a  lower  fignre  than  those  now  sold. 

There  ib  a  marked  conservatism  observable  in  the  importation  of 
goods  here,  traders  exhibiting  great  unwillingness  to  purchase  a  diftier- 
ent  class  of  goods  from  that  n8«l  hitherto,  in  tbe  fear  tbat  they  will  not 
please  tbe  public. 

There  are  many  articles  which  I  am  of  the  opinion  conld  be  Imported 
flvm  the  United  States  to  advantage.  American  canned  goods  are  not 
known  as  widely  as  tbey  sbonld  be,  while  American  preserves  are  nnob- 
tfuaable,  and  the  Siime  may  be  stud  of  our  table  butter;  but  antil  onr 
exporters  adopt  tbe  British  system  of  sending  representatives  to  jilace 
tbe  goods  on  tiie  market,  and  obtain  agencies  for  them,  I  am  afraid  littJe 
increase  will  take  place. 

I  receive  a  great  many  letters  from  oar  merchants  and  manufacturers 
asking  for  information,  and  inclosing  trade  oircalars  and  price  lists. 
These  matters  always  receive  my  prompt  Litteution.  The  merchants 
here  receive  many  circalars  and  lists,  but  from  my  observation  and 
experience,  such  methods  are  of  little  or  no  value.  Importers  here  give 
them  little  attention,  and  they  mast  be  convinced  by  practical  demon- 
stration that  American  goods  are  superior  and  cheaper,  before  they  can 
be  induced  to  abandon  trade  relations  with  the  mother  country,  which 
bave  existed  so  lon^  that  they  have  apparently  become  fixed  principles 
with  the  Barbados  importers. 

In  1898,  cement  to  the  value  of  915,936  was  imported,  and  of  this 
amount,  only  961  worth  came  from  the  United  States,  There  is  a  fine 
opportunity  here  for  our  exporters  of  cement. 

United  States  bicycles  are  preferred  to  those  of  other  countries,  and 
all  the  loading  makes  can  be  bad  at  reasonable  prices.  About  800  are 
in  daily  use. 

American  carriages  also  bold  the  market,  and  vehicles  to  the  value 
of  927,600.60  were  imported  from  the  United  States  in  1897. 

The  number  of  vessels  which  entered  at  the  custom-house  here  in 
1897  was  2,394,  of  which  378  were  steamers.  This  number  does  not, 
however,  represent  the  total  number  of  vessels  which  called  during  that 
period,  as  in  the  statistics,  no  notice  is  taken  of  those  vessels  which  only 
reported  and  did  not  make  fonnal  entry  at  the  custom-house.  The 
total  number  of  American  vessels  which  entered  was  164, 

Tbese  figures  show  that  Barbados  is  still  preeminently  tbe  shipping 
port  of  the  West  Indies,  there  being  no  other  port  in  these  waters  where 
a  third  of  this  number  of  vessels  entered  daring  that  period.  The  geo- 
graphical position  of  the  island  makes  it  an  extremely  convenient  port 
of  call  for  sailing  vessels,  and  shipmasters  have  not  been  slow  to  find 
this  oat.    Bere,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  vessels  from  all  parts 
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of  the  world  can  be  fonnd,  some  seeking  charters,  otbers  loaded  with 
the  products  of  China,  Japan,  Aastralia,  Sew  Zealand,  Booth  AMca, 
SoDth  America,  and  other  far  diatant  ports,  awaiting  orders. 

The  Barbados  Bailway  Company,  which  suspended  operations  iu  1897, 
has  not  yet  been  resuscitated.  The  suspension  of  traffic  has*  been  a 
sonrce  of  great  incoavenience  to  the  planters  and  others  residiug  in 
the  country  districts,  who  used  the  line  for  conveying  the  produce  to 
town.  The  owners  of  the  manjak  mines,  in  the  northern  district  of  the 
island,  have  felt  the  loss  of  the  service  severely,  as  the  maujak  has  now 
to  be  transported  in  carts,  at  great  expense,  over  a  rugged  part  of  die 
island  to  Bridgetown, 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  an  opening  here  for  one  of  our  large 
electric  companies,  to  lay  down  a  light  electric  railroad  around  the 
island.  The  distance  covered  wonld  be  about  60  miles,  and  the  country 
ia  very  suitable  for  a  line  of  this  description.  The  town  and  suburbs 
are  yet  lighted  by  gas,  while  mnle  cam  are  used  in  the  streets,  I  have 
very  little  doubt  that  if  this  matter  were  placed  before  the  legislature 
of  the  island  in  the  proper  light,  electricity  would  soon  be  in  general 
use  throughout  the  island. 

During  the  year,  a  factory  was  opened  for  the  mauafoctore  of  tobacco 
from  American  leaves  imported  here,  it  being  fonnd  that  the  tobacco 
could  be  manufactured  from  foreign  leaves  and  sold  at  a  cheaper  rate 
than  the  American  manufactared  article,  the  import  duty  on  the  latter 
being  much  heavier  than  on  the  raw  leaf.  The  factory  is  managed  by 
an  American,  and  is  in  active  operation.     It  is  said  to  be  a  sacoesB, 

The  health  of  the  island  was  excellent  during  1897. 

The  revenue  for  1897  was  (923,530;  expenditure,  (862, 755. 

The  amount  expended  on  education  in  1897  was  #53,650, 
-  The  total  imports  for  1897  were  #5,0^,495;  exports,  (3,680,815. 

The  value  of  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1897  was  (1,809,540; 
exports  to  the  United  States  in  1897,  (2,147,635. 

Valne  of  (A«  prinoipal  artuilet  importtd  from  Ae  I7liM«d  StaUt  In  13S7. 
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Frimiipal  arHdei  txporled  lo  Iht  United  Stattt  in  1S97, 

UaoJak •12,967.60 

HoImm* 13,610.00 

Sugar 2,038,610.0I> 

Oiippfng  it*  1897. 

8TEAUBBS. 


M.Uoi»«litj, 

IT. 

»h«. 

SAILING  VESSELS. 
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Barbados,  Jitiy  IS,  1898. 


9.  A.  Macaxxihteb,  Contul. 


SVPPLEIiENTARY  BEFOST. 

Id  compliaoce  with  the  reqairementa  of  the  Department's  oircalar  of 
the  5th  of  Aagnst  last,  I  submit  the  foliowiug  report  on  the  commerce 
and  indnstries  of  Barbados  for  the  six  mouths  ending  June  30, 1898. 

Annexed  hereto  is  a  statement  from  the  colonial  records,  access  to 
which  has  been  generously  accorded  by  the  snthorities.  The  system 
adopted  does  not  admit  of  accurate  valuations  until  the  close  of  the 
colonial  fiscal  year,  bat  the  data  obtained  is  sufficiently  explicit  for  all 
practical  purposes. 

The  reveuue  of  the  island  for  the  half  year  ended  June  30, 1898,  vas 
4479,730,  being  a  decrease  of  |945  from  the  corresponding  period  la 
1897. 

Thirty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  aeventy-one  hogsheads  of 
sugar  were  exported  daring  the  half  year,  of  which  38,466  went  to  the 
United  States;  36,585  puncheons  of  molasses  were  exported  during  the 
same  period;  of  these,  24,841  puncheons  went  to  Canada,  11,563  pan- 
cheons  to  the  United  States,  and  181  to  Great  Britain. 

In  my  annual  report,  I  alluded  to  the  fact  that  the  Barbados  Bailway 
Company  bad  suspended  operations.  The  company  has  now  been 
bongbt  out  by  the  bondholders  at  a  judicial  sale,  and  a  new  and  lighter 
line  will  shortly  be  laid  down,    I  understand  that  some  of  the  rolling 
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stock  win  be  of  American  maQafactme,  and  woaltl  point  out  to  oar 
exporters  that  there  is  probably  an  opening  for  introdaclog  American 
railroad  material. 

The  prices  of  American  food  staffs  increased  considerably  during  the 
late  war,  but  have  aow  regained  their  normal  level.  A  considerable 
portion  of  the  food  stuffs  imported  here  daring  that  period  found  its 
way  to  Spanish  ports.  It  was,  however,  very  difflcait  to  obtain  evi- 
dence of  the  exportation.  These  shipments  at  one  time  cansed  a 
scarcity  of  food  stuffs,  but  frequent  aud  large  importations  soon  stocked 
the  market. 

The  American  carrying  trade  suffered  greatly  during  the  war,  as  all 
these  importations  were  brought  in  British  steamers,  aud  the  unmbei 
of  car  sailing  vessels  which  called  here  during  the  half  year  was  about 
one-third  of  the  number  for  the  same  period  in  18UT. 

I  give  herewith  statistics  which  show,  as  accurately  as  possible,  the 
trade  of  the  island  for  the  half  year : 

1,  tchlBh  are  lubject  le  ad  caloTMn 
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Valat  of  arUnle*  Azporloi  to  the  Urtiud  8tat«»from  Janaarg  I  to  June  30,  1 
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SAHL.  a.   MA0AI.LI8TEB,  CoHtUl. 
Babbados,  Oetober  8, 1898. 


BERMUDA.! 

The  oommercd  of  Bermada  is  -vety  limited.  There  are  do  mannfoo- 
toriee,  save  a  few  Btnall  mills  for  preparing  arrowroot,  grown  in  the 
colony.  There  are  no  railwaye.  There  is  a  local  telegraph  and  a  tele- 
phone company.  The  Halifax  and  Bermnda  cable,  rnnning  to  Jamaica, 
via  Tnrks  leland,  connecta  the  colony  with  the  onter  world.  Banking 
fbcilitiea  are  furuished  by  the  Bank  of  Bermnda,  Limited,  and  the  pri- 
vate banking  house  of  N.  T.  Bntter&eld  &  Son.  There  is  also  a  savingB 
bank,  with  two  branches. 

The  poand  sterling  is  reckoned  at  (4.S0  American  gold.  A  commis- 
sion of  1  per  cent  is  generally  charged  for  cashing  checks  or  drafts  on 
the  United  States. 

The  tariff  is  for  local  levenne;  it  is  5  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  all 
goods,  excepting  on  spirits,  wines,  cigars,  and  tobacco,  which  are  taxed 
according  to  the  packages  and  qnality. 

Commnnication  with  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  is  supplied 
by  the  Qnebec  Steamship  Company,  which  daring  aboat  five  months, 
covering  the  winter  season,  rnns  a  weekly  steamer;  the  rest  of  the 
year,  one  twice  a  month.  Pickford  &  Black  send  a  monthly  steamer 
lit)m  St.  Johns,  via  Halifax,  to  Demerara  and  intermediate  ports^calliug 
at  Bermuda.  The  steamer  Beta  makes  a  monthly  trip  from  Halifax, 
calling  here,  at  Turks  Island,  and  Kingston,  Jamaica. 

Occasional  tramp  steamers  from  England,  Canada,  and  the  United 
States,  and  also  sailing  vessels,  with  cargoes  of  lumber,  hay,  feed,  ice, 
etc.  (retnming  in  ballast),  visit  these  islands. 

The  colony  is  largely  dependent  on  the  army  and  navy  of  the  Empire, 
Bermuda  being  an  important  naval  and  military  station,  for  its  pros- 
perity; also  upon  the  Influx  of  visitors  from  abroad  during  the  winter    . 
season. 

For  the  maintenance  of  the  large  body  of  men  in  both  branches  of 
the  service,  for  the  16,000  inhabitants  and  the  visitors,  nearly  all  the 
food  supplies,  including  canned  goods,  are  imported  from  the  United 
States.  From  British  America  comes  a  fair  proportion  of  cattle  feed. 
Live  stock  is  brought  on  the  steamers  from  New  York.  The  island 
produces  but  little  beyond  the  onion  and  potato  crops  that  are  shipped 
to  the  United  States  in  the  spring  months,  and  lily  bulbs  later  on.  Data 
in  regard  to  these  productions  have  been  furnished  the  T>epartment.* 
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The  trade  of  the  colony  is  purely  local,  and  is  coudncted  by  retailers. 
Dry  goods,  snch  as  shirtings  and  sheetings,  are  largely  imported  from 
the  Uoited  States.  Here  as  elsewhere,  American  goods  are  preferred, 
as  containing  less  "filling"  or  "staffing"  than  the  English  malEea.  We 
also  fbrniBh  certain  lines  of  prints  and  cotton  dress  goods,  bat  woolen 
and  Bilk  fabricSj  novelties,  etc.,  are  brought  from  Qreat  Britain. 

Hardware  is  im|>orted  from  Enfrland;  agricnltnral  implements  from 
tbe  United  States,  but  there  is  little  trade  in  this  line,  there  being  less 
than  3,000  acres  under  cultivatiou. 

As  to  packages,  marks,  and  nambers,  it  may  be  said  that  bayere 
from  Bermuda  select  their  stocks  for  a  retail  trftde  and  do  not  interest 
(ihemselves  in  sach  matters. 

W.  Maxwell  Gbbbhb,  Consul. 

Bekmuda,  August  31, 1898. 


Total  import*  and  exporU/or  IA«  colony  <tf  Bermuda  for  ik«  ytari  1896  and  1897. 
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In  reply  to  the  circalu-  of  the  DepartmeDt  of  State,  dated  Augmt  5, 
1898,  with  regard  to  commerce  aud  iDdoBtrieB,  I  heg  to  state  that  do 
marked  changes  have  occurred  at  St.  Georges  since  my  report  of  Sep- 
tember 29, 1897,'  other  than  the  dredging  and  deepening  of  "The  fi^ar- 
rowa"  in  Ships  Ohaonel,  leading  from  east  end  of  said  channel  to  Grassy 
Bay  Anchorage  at  tbe  west  This  improTement  greatly  facilitates  the 
pilotage  of  large  vessels  from  and  to  sea. 

Wm.  D.  Fox, 
Vice  Commeroial  Agent. 

Si,  Geobqss,  October  25, 1898. 


LEEWAKD  ISLANIW. 

ANTIGUA. 

From  a  commercial  point  of  view,  the  year  1896  was  one  of  the  most 
anfortnnate  aud  depressing  in  the  history  of  the  capital  of  the  Leeward 
Islands.  This  condition  was  due  to  the  continued  mlsfortanea  that 
attended  the  cultivation  of  the  solitary  staple  of  Antigua,  viz,  sugar. 
Uroaght,  aggravated  hy  the  ravages  of  death  dealing  iuaects  in  the 
cane,  resnltcd  in  a  large  dimination  of  the  marketable  crop,  while  these 
conditions  were  in  turn  aggravated  by  the  low  price  of  the  staple  in 
foreign  mark  eta. 

It  needs  but  a  glance  at  the  statistical  data  embraced  in  this  report 
to  realize,  more  eloquently  than  the  words  can  picture,  the  evil  times 
that  have  foUen  upon  the  island.  Bat  four  aliort  years  ago,  ita  exports 
to  all  countries  exceeded  for  a  given  year  9800,000,  Two  years  later, 
io  1896,  when  these  figures  had  been  rednced  some  25  per  cent,  or  by 
Dearly  1200,000,  the  belief  was  expressed  by  planters  and  merchants 
alike  that  bedrock  in  the  period  of  depression  had  been  reached. 
These  hopes,  however,  were  not  realized,  tbe  exports  for  1897  showing 
a  farther  fulling  off. 

It  may  be  properly  added,  in  this  connection,  that  the  exhibit  for 
the  current  fiscal  year  ending  in  December,  1898,  will  be  still  more 
unsatisfactory,  owing  to  a  continuation  of  the  conditions  that  were 
reBponeiblc  for  the  short  cropa  of  preceding  years.  For  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  island,  widespread  destitution  has  prevailed, 
especially  among  the  colored  element,  of  which  the  bulk  of  the  popula- 
tion is  composed.  Gases  of  sickness  as  well  as  deaths,  due  primarily 
to  starvation,  have  been  so  numerous  as  to  furnish  material  for  an 
appalling  mortnary  record,  which  wonld  have  been  greater  bat  for  tbe 
public  relief  afforded  by  the  Government  and  supplemented  by  system- 
atic private  charity.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report,  however,  as 
a  silver  lining  to  the  cloud,  that  the  prospects  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  for  many  years  to  come,  are  eminently  more 
raoonraging. 

The  financial  stringency  has,  in  ameasore,  t>een  lessened  by  tbe  actioa 
of  tbe  Home  Government  in  appropriating  a  considerable  sum  toward 
meeting  the  deficiency  in  the  island  treasury.    Further  relief  is  prom- 
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ised  by  the  establishineiit,  in  the  immediate  future  (also  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Home  Uovernment],  of  a  central  factory,  which  will  giva 
a  decided  impetus  to  peasant  proprietorship,  or  the  taking  up  by  natives, 
for  the  purpose  of  sugar  planting,  of  small  allotments  of  lands  now  oat 
of  caltivation.  Finally,  the  planting  of  large  areas  of  estates  with  new 
canes,  coupled  with  the  bountiful  rains  of  the  sammei  and  fall  of  1898, 
justify  the  prediction  by  veteran  planters  at  this  writing  (October,  1898) 
that  the  crop  of  1898-99  will  be  one  of  the  largest  of  the  past  decade. 

BBCBBASE  IN  IMP0BT8. 

It  was  but  logical  that  the  conditions  heretofore  referred  to  should 
have  had  a  prononnced  effect  apon  the  imports  of  the  island.  The 
total  for  goods  brought  in  for  domestic  consumption  and  use  showed, 
for  1897,  a  falling  off  of  S350,000  as  compared  with  1894,  and  of 
approximately  $45,000  as  compared  with  1896.  Of  this  latter  loss, 
nearly  930,000  was  borne  by  the  TJnited  States. 

Here  again  the  extent  of  the  destitution  is  evidenced,  by  the  nature 
of  the  imports  that  show  the  most  marked  decline.  The  masses  were 
without  money  and  could  not  purchase  the  necessaries  of  life.  As 
compared  with  1896,  the  imports  of  pork  fell  off,  in  round  figures, 
some  tI2,000;  of  beef,  (13,000;  of  dried  fish,  93,000;  of  lard,  9600;  of 
general  groceries,  9600;  of  butter,  9800,  and  so  on  through  a  long  list. 
On  the  other  hand,  several  items  show  an  increase;  notably,  bread  and 
biscuits,  95,500;  corn  meal,  93,000;  rice,  9575;  hams  and  bacon,  $500; 
white  and  spruce  pine,  9300;  boots  and  shoes,  9500;  kerosene,  92,700, 
and  soap,  91,200. 

With  improved  local  conditions,  the  prospects  are  that  trade  with 
the  United  States  will  be  veryJargely  increased  daring  the  coming  year. 
There  are  already,  in  fact,  pronounced  signs  of  a  diversion  of  imjMirts 
from  Great  Britain  and  other  countries,  in  favor  of  the  United  States. 
One  large  general  store,  established  during  the  present  year,  is  pur- 
chasing fully  70  per  cent  of  its  supplies  in  the  New  York  market,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  it  is  one  of  a  chain  of  stores  owned  and  operated 
by  capitalists  residing  in  Great  Britain.  Another  firm  long  established, 
and  which  had  hitherto  dealt  exclusively  in  fancy  breadstuffs  with  Eng- 
lish manufacturers  of  world-wide  reputation,  has  within  a  few  months, 
entirely  transferred  its  patronage  in  this  line  to  American  houses. 

United  States  butter  is  beginning  to  rapidly  supplant  the  Danish  and 
Canadian  products,  and  placards  extolling  our  meats,  groceries,  and 
breadstufis,  and  advocating  their  use,  are  for  the  first  time  on  record 
being  prominently  displayed  In  and  about  the  retail  stores  and  whole- 
sale warehouses. 

These  citations  might  be  continued,  but  it  Is  suflScient  to  say,  in  brief, 
that  the  indications  point  in  a  most  pronounced  degree  to  a  8t«adUy 
increasing  demand  for  American  products.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
add  that  these  conditions  would  be  decidedly  accentuated,  in  the  event 
of  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  the  Leeward 
Islands  being  satisfactorily  ooncloded. 

nUREEMOT. 

The  circulating  medium  remains  of  the  same  character  as  in  past 
years,vlz,  notes  of  theOolooialBankof  thedeuominationof  95,eqaiva- 
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lent  to  the  $6  notea  of  American  currency,  or  20b.  lOd.  of  Bnglish  money, 
and  Engliah  fractional  silver  and  copper  coinage;  gold  is  ao  rare  as  to 
be  something  of  a  cariosity. 

No  inconsiderable  amount  of  American  money  is  received  here  qoar- 
terly  from  natives  employed  in  the  United  States,  who  take  this 
method  of  i-emittiug  to  their  families  in  order  to  save  the  cost  of  bank 
drafts  or  postal  money  orders.  These  notes  are  accepted  by  many  of 
the  stores  at  the  full  face  valae  of  100  cents,  or  4s.  2d.  to  the  dollar,  the 
tradesmen  in  torn  using  this  American  carrency  for  the  purpose  of 
remitting  to  the  United  States  for  goods  purchased.  Hence,  for  por- 
ohasing  purposes,  the  American  dollar  maintains  its  fiill  eqoivaJent 
here. 

TBAJTBPOBTATIOH. 

The  oceanic  transportation  &oilities  of  the  island  remain  the  same 
as  in  previous  years.  The  stAamships  of  the  English  Boyal  Hail  and 
of  the  Halifax  and  West  Indian  Line  mn  on  a  regular  schednle,  which 
is  rigorously  maintained. 

Direct  oommnnioation  with  the  United  States  continues  to  be  con- 
fined to  the  Quebec  Steamship  Line,  the  boats  of  which  ran  at  irregular 
intervals.  As  one  result,  the  mail  service  from  the  United  States  is  of 
the  most  unsatisfactory  character,  and  an  improvemoit  is  imperatiTeiy 
demanded,  as  an  ai^uDct  to  the  advance  in  commercial  relations  wit^ 
onr  countiy. 

It  has  frequently  happened  dnring  the  past  few  months,  that  mail 
matter  post  marked  in  Washington,  N^ew  York,  and  Ohioago  on  a 
given  date,  and  matter  mailed  on  the  same  date  in  the  interior  of  Ger- 
many, Austria,  and  other  continental  countries  and  transmitted  via 
New  York,  has  reached  here  in  the  same  mail  bag.  In  one  flagrant 
inBtance,  two  letters  mailed  on  the  same  date,  one  in  Chicago  and  the 
other  in  Vienna  (the  latter  being  in  addition  held  for  one  week  in  the 
Sew  York  post-office  awaiting  the  departure  of  a  mail  steamer)  reached 
here  contemiwraneonsly.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  in  cabling  their 
orders  the  local  buyers  rely  largely  upon  the  latest  editions  of  the  varions 
price  lists  or  prices  current,  a  more  regular  and  satisfactory  mail 
service  with  the  Eepnblic  is  an  absolute  necessity. 

At  the  present  time,  it  is  possible  to  get  price  lists  from  Ijondon  of  later 
date  than  from  the  United  States,  although  the  length  of  the  voyage 
is  two  weeks  in  one  case,  as  against  eight  days  in  the  other.  It  ia  sug- 
gested that  additional  mails  might  be  dispatched  from  New  York  by 
steamships  calling  at  St.  Thomas  or  Jamaica,  and  thence  brought  to 
the  Leeward  Islands  by  the  boats  of  the  Boyal  Mail,  on  their  weekly 
north-hound  and  south-boand  tripe. 

EXPLANATOBT. 

In  the  sommarized  statement  of  imports  annexed,  the  aggregate  valne 
of  the  goods  brongbt  in  from  the  United  States  is  stated  at  4220,186.88, 
as  against  $211,896.56  for  1896.  The  itemized  return  of  values  which  fol- 
lows, however,  shows  a  total  of  but  1182,185.88  for  1897,  or  a  difference 
between  the  summarized  and  itemized  reports  of  $29,710.68.  The  amiar- 
ent  discrepancy  is  explained  in  the  foct  that  the  itemized  return  gives 
the  &ce  invoice  value  of  the  goods  in  Kew  York,  while  the  summarized 
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return  shoTB  the  a«taal  value  of  the  goods  wheu  entoied  at  ADligua, 
with  freight  aud  other  chargeB  added.  Iq  previons  yewrs,  the  net  Mew 
York  cost  only  has  been  reported. 

Henbt  M.  Hunt,  Contul. 
Antigua,  October  lo,  1898. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  BBPOBT. 
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«381. 211.81 

88.078.81 

HsNBT  M.  Httwt,  Consul. 


TRINIDAD.' 

The  commercial  conditious  bave  been  more  or  less  affected  by  the 
revolution  in  Veiiezuel^  the  eBtablishmeut  of  a  qnarantiue  againBt 
Venezuelan  ports,  and  the  unsettled  couditiou  of  the  sugar  marbeta. 
The  flret  two  elements  inSneuced  the  wholesale  exp4Hrtine  interests, 
caasiog  a  large  stock  of  goods  to  accumulate  in  merchants'  hands  here.  ■ 
The  last  condition  affected  the  sugar  interest,  which  is  the  largest  and 
most  extensive  of  this  island. 

The  qaelling  of  the  revolution,  withdrawal  of  the  quarantine  roles 
with  certain  restrictions,  a  general  improvement  in  the  spirit  of  com- 
mercial reciprocity  between  Venezuela  and  this  colony,  and  the  present 
strong  tone  of  the  sugar  market,  should  have  the  effect  of  stimulating 
business  and  reestablishing  a  general  state  of  prosperity. 


■  Id  rep]y  to  olroal^  of  Aognst  6,  If 
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The  QDsettled  state  of  trade  for  the  past  six  months  has  natnrally 
affected  the  public  credit  and  coDsequently  redaced  the  purchasing 
power  of  the  people.  The  prospective  revival  of  hnslness  will  largely 
relieve  this  state  of  affairs.    Money  can  now  be  had  at  the  nsnal  rates. 

TBADE  JOUBNALS. 

I  forward  herewith  copy '  of  a  trade  journal  pnbliahed  here,  which 
may  afford  a  source  of  information  to  our  roanofacturera  and  exporters, 
as  it  gives  the  rates  of  exchange,  the  immigration  tax,  harbor  dues, 
trade  allowances,  rate  of  export  dnty  on  asphalt,  a  list  of  arrivals  and 
departures  of  vessels  with  imports  and  exports,  together  with  comments 
on  the  existing  conditions  of  the  local  markets,  and  prices.  Uopies  of 
this  journal  may  be  had  gratis  by  addressing  the  Trinidad  Shipping 
and  Trading  Company,  Limited,  aud  requesting  tbem  to  forward  same 
by  each  mail. 

iMPOaxs. 

A  careful  comparison  of  the  statistics  for  the  six  months  ^ding 
June  30, 1898,  shows  so  slight  a  variation  from  those  submitted  last 
year,  that  I  will  not  burden  this  report  with  a  repetition  thereof. 
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This  table  shows  a  decrease  of  2,878  hogsheads  of  sugar,  6,553 
puncheons  of  molasses,  350  paocheoDS  of  mm,  35,577  pounds  of  cocoa, 
6,420  pounds  of  coffee,  and  2,239,384  cocoaoats,  while  asphalt  aloue 
increased  in  tonnage  shipped  during  1897. 

With  a  view  to  furnishing  accurate  detailed  trade  statiatics,  I  forward 
herewith  the  annual  report  of  the  collector  of  customs*  for  the  year 
ending  December  31, 1897. 

UKITED  STATES  MANTTPAOTTTEEB. 

This  market  having  for  years  been  more  or  less  supplied  from  Amer- 
ica, there  remains  little  to  be  said  regarding  the  advent  of  new  articles. 
I  note  the  arrival,  however,  of  golf  clubs  of  American  manafactnre,  the 
flnish  and  quality  being  excellent,  aud  in  some  respects  superior  to  those 
of  European  make. 

NEW  ENTERPRISES. 

In  this  line,  I  bave  only  been  able  to  learn  of  some  experimental  work 
by  a  firm  here  with  a  view  to  refining  cocoanut  oil  so  that  it  will  not 
become  raucid  i^m  age.  Should  they  snoceed,  I  shall  endeavor  to  report 
fully  on  this  subject  There  has  also  been  incorporated  the  Trinidad 
Brewing  Company,  but  at  present,  it  is  impossible  to  give  any  data 
regarding  the  extent  of  the  undertaking.    The  city  of  Port  of  Spain,  I 

'  Filed  for  rafeienoo  ii 
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ConuiMroe,  Deputment  of  8t*te. 
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am  inrormed,  wiU  adopt  in  the  oear  future  a  general  underground  sew- 
erage system.  There  may  then  be  an  opening  for  American  plumbing 
and  sanitary  appliances.  There  is  aome  talk  of  establishing  a  shoe 
factory  hera,  and  I  believe  an  agent  has  been  dispatched  to  the  United 
States  ^th  a  view  to  looking  into  the  cost,  etc. 

HABBOB  BBGULATIONS. 

All  vessels  bringing  cargoes  to  this  colony  are  subject  to  a  tonnage 
charge  of  8  cents  per  ton  in  and  8  cents  oat.  Vessels  arririug  in  bal- 
last pay  an  artivu  fee  of  $2.40  and  8  cents  per  ton  on  outward  cargo. 

FABCEL  POBI. 

The  recent  establishment  of  a  parcel  post  will  andoabtedly  have  a 
beneficial  effect,  as  it  enables  residents  here  t«  send  to  America  and 
secure  special  goods  not  procurable  here,  with  a  minimum  amount  of 
trouble  and  iDconveuience. 

TBANSPOBTATION  FACILITIBS. 

These  are  ample  to  meet  all  demands;  steamers,  ranning  as  per  my 
report  of  last  year,'  bring  goods  here,  where  they  are  distributed 
throughout  the  colony  by  rail  and  boats. 

PACKING   AND  HABKINU. 

On  this  subject,  there  remains  little  to  be  said  other  than  to  note 
comments  on  packing  cotton  prints,  which  will  be  found  under  the 
heading  of  cotton  goods.  All  other  American  goods  coming  to  this 
market  are  satisfactorily  packed,  so  far  as  I  can  learn. 

BOOTS   AND    SHOES. 

American  shoes  are  sold  to  a  coustderable  ext«nt,  but  not  nearly  as 
largely  as  might  be  if  goods  were  made  in  shapes  peculiar  to  thin 
market.  American-made  shoes  are  neat«r  iu  appearance  and  wear 
fully  as  well  as  European  makes,  but  few  of  the  Spanish  and  creole 
clabses  buy  them  on  account  of  the  American  shajies,  which  are  very 
difTerent  fttim  those  tbey  are  accustomed  to  wearing.  I  would  suggest 
securing  samples  and  duplicating  the  shapes,  which,  with  the  superior 
finish,  appearance,  and  weariug  (qualities  of  onr  goods,  I  believe  would 
eventually  secure  the  market  here  to  United  States  mannfacturers. 

COTTON  OOODS. 

IXncks  and  twills  find  a  ready  sale ;  the  cottons  lack  a  finish  peculiar 
to  Manchester- made  goods.  The  threads  of  the  Manchester  cottons 
are  finer,  and  the  goods  are  finished  with  a  dressing  that  leaves  them 
heavy  and  smooth  to  the  touch,  and  while  the  wearing  quality  is  con- 
ceded to  be  no  better  than  that  of  American  makes,  they  certainly  look 
better  and  sell  better.  The  same  applies  to  cotton  prints,  with  the 
additional  drawback  that  the  print  in  the  goods  does  not  look  as  well 
as  those  from  Manchester;  then,  again,  the  patterns  of  American  prints 
u«  not  bright  or  varied  enough  to  suit  this  market,  aud  assorted  pat- 


1  Commercial  IteUtiunB,  lSSG-9},  Vol.  I. 
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terns  shoald  be  pauked  in  oases,  instead  of  one  patteru  fllltng  a  ease. 
In  tbis  connection,  I  woald  suggest  the  procuring  of  samples  and 
endeavoring  to  duplicate  tbe  quality  and  flnisb  of  popular  goods,  as  buy- 
ers here  are  ready  and  willing  to  purchase  of  American  textile  makers, 
and  some  orders  liave  been  taken;  bat  the  goods  find  a  slow  market, 
while  thousands  of  cases  of  Manchester  cottons  are  annually  sold.  1 
Tonid  suggest  to  American  makers  of  cotton  goods  that  they  correspond 
vitb  the  Philadelphia  Musenms  and  secure  samples,  data,  etc 

Altin  Smith,  Consul. 
Tbimidad,  December  SO,  1898. 
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da:nish  west  indies. 

ST.  THOMAS. 

The  United  States  leads  in  the  aggregate  imports  at  tbis  port, 
altboagh  in  dry  goods  and  hardware,  the  great  exporting  nations  of 
Europe  far  surpass  as — the  logical  result  of  their  efforts.  In  provi- 
sions, the  merchant  of  the  Danish  West  Indies  have  been  sought  by 
those  interested  in  American  trade,  and  the  great  bulk  of  this  trade 
comes  from  America.  It  would  be  the  same  with  dry  goods  and  hard- 
ware, if  energy  were  displayed  and  an  attempt  made  to  obtain  the  trade. 
English,  French,  and  German  hoases  have  their  commercial  represent- 
atives on  the  ground  to  show  samples  and  take  orders.  The  United 
States  is  at  least  ten  days  nearer  to  the  Banish  West  Indies  tfaau 
Europe,  and  with  goods  equal,  and  in  most  cases  superior,  to  those 
sent  here  &om  Europe,  the  United  States  ought  to  lead. 

All  that  is  needed  to  bring  about  this  change  is: 

First.  For  the  American  manufacturer  to  acquaint  himself  with  what 
is  needed  for  this  climate.  It  has  been  said  that  certain  makes  of  cot- 
ton, silk  and  worsted  or  woolen  goods  have  been  asked  from  America  by 
merchants  here,  but  could  not  be  obtained.  Either  the  goods  were  not 
manufactured,  or  the  merchant  here  did  not  know  where  to  send  for 
them. 

Second.  The  Amerioan  merchant  should  make  arrangements  to  allow 
dry  goods  and  hardware  samples  to  be  examined  and  orders  taken. 
With  this  syst«m,  I  feel  sore  that  the  merchants  of  the  United  States 
would  lead  those  of  all  others  combined  in  dry  goods  and  hardware,  as 
they  DOW  do  in  provisions:  but  the  market  must  be  songht,  and  it  will 
be  the  seeker  who  will  find.  Let  the  United  States  merchant  display 
his  own  goods.  There  Is  a  demand  for  anything  American  on  the  i>art 
of  masses  of  the  people. 

The  valne  of  the  importations  coming  into  the  three  ports  of  entry, 
St.  Thomas,  Ohnstianst«d,  and  Frederioksted,  daring  the  last  year, 
was  91,142,038,  which  shows  clearly  the  importance  of  these  islands  to 
the  dealers  in  the  United  Stated. 

Uahlon  Yas  Hobnb,  Contul. 

St.  Thomab,  October  13, 1898, 
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COMMEBCIAL  RELATIONS. 


CHRISTIANBTED. ' 

Inportt  from  April  1,  1897,  to  March  SI,  ISS8. 


CouDlrln  of  origin. 

VllDH. 

ts 

1I1.4S1 

Export*  froM  JpHl  1,  1897,  to  MareK  SI,  1898. 


To- 

SuB>r. 

K 

GiUona. 

■D. 

Malum. 

Poaud*. 

TaJoe. 

Tdue. 

Galloni. 

Tdoe. 

ei.KKi 

8S.»«I 
B,53B.6B7 

s,  ess,  US 

ti.D8«.3a 

l.l«i.W 

OT,  oio,  ta 

£.ST« 

sltao 

i.D«t 

soft 

OW.H 

<,«ie 

718.  re 

IS.  200. 70S 

2SO.flOO,33 

11. ». 

I.SU.flJ 

10.881 

FREDEItlCKSTED." 

or(«  of  FrederioUtedfor  thefitcal  year  1897-98. 
IMPOHTa. 


>Ton.- 

Dutiable.       Fres. 

T.,U. 

Dnty. 

»H.»87 

■a.u,7 

70,837 

134,  MI 
7.(W7 

ass 

"*"* 

•"» 

Ml.  TIB 

si,in 

Biportf.1  Ift- 

Sngar. 

Bum.              ,          UoluM. 

V,loe. 

D.t,. 

Til««- 

Datr, 

V.lue. 

Oatj. 

^i 

1.KM 

^730 

*1 

V.iuo 

4.SM 

S3 

■"■'" 

1<,0» 

10.  «M 

m 

S,3*0 

'ForwftTdeil  from  CoDBnlar  Agent  Blackwood  throngh  Conanl  Van  Home,  of  St. 
Tlioinaa,  nnder  date  of  Octolier21,  1898. 

"Forwarded  from  Ciinialar  Agent  Moore  throngh  CodbiiI  Vftn  Horae,  of  St.  T. 
under  date  of  October  SI,  1898. 
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DANISH  WEST  INDIES  AND  DUTCH  WEST  INDIES. 


^■tlaiuUtf. 

StMimn.            ;      SklliDK  VKHela. 

Tol^. 

NBmb«. 

"™^' 

Nnaibm.;  Toiuuige. 

Number. 

TOBB^. 

AjDsrlM 

» 

I.IM 

W 

1    lU 

W 

».078 

CLEARED. 

2 

1.R64 

^ 

«s 

n,oTg 

DUTCH  WEST  INDIES. 

Caracao,  bftvin^  do  interior  oonntry  or  dependencies,  can  not  be 
counted  of  ereat  Value  to  onr  export  trade,  escepting  for  tbe  food  sap- 
ply;  not  can  this  be  extended  beyond  tbe  regairements  of  its  popula- 
tion. Most  of  tliis  snpply  comes  from  the  United  States,  as  veil  as 
carriages,  bicycles,  and  the  cheaper  class  of  hoase  fnraitare,  sheetings, 
printe,  and  canvas  for  sailcloth.  Fine  goods  for  ladies'  wear  are  chiefly 
imported  from  Earope,  as  is  also  cassimere  for  men's  garments. 

Tbere  is  no  demand  for  machiDery  here,  as  there  are  no  factories, 
mills,  or  railroads. 

Daring  tbe  past  year,  an  electric-ligbt  plant  and  st«am  bakery  bave 
been  installed,  tbe  macbinery  being  sapplied  fh>m  the  Unit«d  States. 

Tbe  present  year  has  been  one  of  great  financial  distress  for  Ouravao. 
Smallpox  in  Yenezaela  has  prevented  steamers  and  sailing  vessels 
tonching  here,  with  their  neaal  passengers  and  fireight  for  transshipment, 
and  the  two  principal  sources  of  income  to  tbe  mercbant  and  laborer, 
supplying  ships  and  transferring  cargo,  bave  been  cat  off.  The  absence 
of  tbe  large  number  of  passengers  who  asnally  call  here  has  left  all  the 
hotels  empty.  All  the  protite  resulting  fi-om  this  trade  bave  been  lost. 
Money  that  was  in  circulation  at  the  first  of  the  year  has  been  sent 
away,  mostly  to  pay  obligations,  and,  sinee  none  has  come  in,  com-  - 
merce  is  in  a  deplorable  condition.  In  addition  to  tbe  trade  depression, 
the  season  has  been  very  dry,  bat  little  rain  having  fallen.  Tbe  shallow 
surface  wells  bave  dried  ap ;  the  crop  of  native  corn  has  been  a  failnre, 
and  many  cattle  and  goats  have  died  on  tbe  estates  for  want  of  food 
and  water.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  many  American  windmills  irri- 
gating tbe  grass  fields,  the  loss  wonid  have  been  much  more  severe. 
These  mills  have  been  introdaced  within  the  past  few  years,  and  are 
doing  mnch  good  to  the  dry  soil  of  the  island. 

L.  B.  Smith,  Consul. 

OuBA^AO,  November  18, 1898. 


^dbvGoO^^lc 


COMMERCIAL   RELATIONS. 


DECLARED  EXPOKTS,  DUTCH  9 


An\t\e. 

Qni^r 

ending— 

Tot.1. 

Sept.  SO. 

W.WB.M 

DecSI. 

Uw.81. 

IgmSO. 

"■■""""" 

«S 

•tSS-W 

cc«K*o. 

1,  BSD.  86 

1,BTL»I 

•w-n 

I.TOZ-M 

it.w.w 

.,S;!i 

8.M 
900.18 

ii,342.>e 

!.»(»;  20 
6,011- SO 

■     s.m2* 

S,8BB.73 

tSB-SI 

7,114.80 
U.20 

ia,wi.<g 

TflO-M 

B,16J.™ 

iikw 

8.Btn.» 

11,730.72 

«i.io 

Xl(l8.ia 

M,16B.*S 

"■- 

-ju,nT.ai 

M.881M 

»e.l86.M 

FRENCH  WEST  mDIES. 
GTJADEIX>UPE. 

The  fl8cal  year  in  thia  colony  coireapondB  with  the  csleDdar  year, 
begiuDiiig  January  1  and  ending  December  31.  The  accompanying 
tables,  which  Show,  in  tabnlar  form,  the  movement  of  exporte  and 
imports  for  tlie  year  1897,  have  just  been  published.  It  will  be  noticed 
at  ODce  that  the  two  tables  do  not,  appareotly,  coirenpond  in  the  state- 
ment of  tLe  amount  of  native  prodacts  exi)orted,  the  detailed  state- 
ment showing  nearly  $300,000  more  than  the  main  table.  The  detailed 
table  evidently  contains  the  reexports,  among  which  is  an  item  of 
$17G,121.2iJ  in  coin. 

The  most  important  fact  shown  by  these  tables  is  that  the  imports 
are  in  excess  of  the  exports  by  the  very  considerable  sum  of  (813,8^4.64. 
Under  these  circnmstances,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  flnancial  condi- 
tion of  the  colony  should  be  as  bad  as  it  is. 

It  nill  be  noticed  also  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  exports  goes  to  France 
or  its  colonies,  the  foreign  export  trade,  which  includes  that  with  the 
neighboring  English  islands,  amoanting  to  the  insignificant  sum  of 
$6,496.  On  the  other  hand,  the  greater  part  of  the  imports  comes 
itom  other  countries  than  France.  Thus,  flour  and  alimentary  grains, 
kerosene,  animal  products,  live  animals,  and  wood,  amounting  to  over 
$1,000,000,  come  chiefly  from  the  United  states,  while  France  sends 
vines,  flah,  textiles,  eto. 

From  the  detailed  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  France  pays  about  doable 
the  price  for  coffee,  here,  that  is  paid  in  the  other  colonies.  Sugar  is 
also  heavily  protected  by  bounties. 

The  sugar  crop  of  this  year,  just  finished,  was  larger  than  that  of 
last  year,  but  no  accurate  statistics  are  avfulable. 

It  is  probable  that  next  year  will  disclose  a  still  greater  disproportion 
between  the  imports  and  exports,  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  colony. 
Loms  H.  ATHfi,  OotutO. 

Guadeloupe,  August  4, 1898. 


FKBMCH 
Import*  and 


WEST   INUIE8:   GUADELOUPE. 
txportt  of  Guadeloupe  for  the  year  1897, 


AUdmdIbi;  gnlB*  uid  flour  . . 


Frodncta 

Aim*  ud  ■amninmaa  . . 
Chnoicul produola ,._... 
Clolhlnc 

ColoDlitl  produBta 


Fiindtnre 

Qold.  aUTur,  and  onl 
HidM  and  leather  ■  ■ 
Jewelry,  olooka,  eta 
Llqnon,  vine*,  ate  ■ 


HlMwUueoiu 

Moalcat  loetmmente . 
OUa  and  Tefatable  Jnli 


fottin?  and  eUm  — 
SBllB,«irdaire,  eto.. 
Ship  ekandlery 


•IU.SI1.21 

U.lMiTB 


3.354.m 

ie.s2&ai 

«.7T5.00 


IS,  810. 00 
IDuioo 


277,71 

37, 431. a 

121,008.81 
•B.  121.0! 
7,231.1! 

K.KlS.a 


Altmentarj  gralna  and  floor-  -  ■ 


Uve 

PrDdnota  ........ 

ChentlBa]  producta    . 

ClothloK 

Coal,  karoaens,  aio  .- 
Coin  (BoMaod  allTar) 
Colonial  piodaeta. . .. 


K". 


Frulta  and  (Wflda.. . 


Papar 

PirttMT  and  j[Ua* 
Ship  ehaadlery  — 
Taitilaa 

Wood...;;;;!'.;." 

Total 


Eieeai  oT  Impon*  aver  < 


OTereiporta... 


ti3.as 

'"i«;«i' 


■.tta.fio 

"'Msi'ii' 


3«a.»} 


7,118.00 

tiioo 

18,804.00 


1.119.  IS 

"iiiBs;™ 


M.40 

"ji.'oo' 


l.SBl.BS 
1.072.21 
1, 434. 00 
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COUMEBCIAL   RELATIOHS. 
Detailtd  italemtnt  0/ coUmUtl  prodmeU  exported. 


Unit  of 
quantity. 

Export.. 

Arttcle. 

loTnoM. 

ToPr«iioh«l<ml«. 

QDutltT. 

T.li.fc 

QotDtitr. 

T.ine. 

:"i^;E 

110,  OBT 

ass 

0,  malts 

77.380.00 

1,118.90 

1,00.  too.  00 

»:mi.oo 

H 

coogwh.1....:::::::-.:::::::::: 

H.GOO 

t.M0.OT8 

laoa 

Kilogmm 

72,  »M 
1.US 

«-»Si,        

KUonam 

Z.MS.G12.W 

01. 971.  X 

quuiUtj. 

Export.. 

..-. 

AMldB. 

TofonlgBoonnlriM. 

QnMtitJ. 

V.lne, 

QuoUtT. 

TJBe. 

tnUb. 

, 

'••sas 

•.MT 

oomoo 

ll.«8;76 

OUT 

♦M7.00 

W 

U.7S 

tm 

i«e.7e 

,«i:lSS 

*^w 

s-ss 

S.TVLW 

TmllU 

do 

•.TOMS 

a.iM.00 

aUPPLEMENTABT  BEPOBT. 

I  inclose  a  tabular  statement  of  the  exports  of  prodaets  of  this  colony 
for  the  flra't  six  months  of  the  cairent  year,  as  compared  vith  those  m 
the  corresponding  period  of  1897, 

Lonis  H.  Ayk^,  Contut. 

Guadeloupe,  August  6, 1898. 


Exporli  ofprodueti  of  GuadeUmpt  fi-om.  Jatmary  1  to  Junt  30, 1898. 


Unltofqtuui- 
Utj. 

y 

ToF«nct 

■omJ«ii.ltoJui.»Wl,IB 

». 

Artiota. 

'isr 

S,i"S^ 

Tol«L 

iuHrtta 

^•™3S* 

8. 001  on 

t,0n.07J 

1:S 

S71.BI0 

111 

Ponada 

«I3 

7.030 

308 

1,»B1 

7(m« 

i.7n 

8,«7S 

FRENCH   WEST  INDIES:   GUADELOUPE.  727 

Eiforls  ofprodiutt  of  Guadeloitpe  from  Jimuarf  1  to  Jvu  SO,  IStS—CooXHaaaA. 


quuitltr. 

FmbiJui.  KoJaneM,  IWT. 

ArOcle. 

TeFnuM. 

m,ra 

To 
FrcDCh 

OOloDlM. 

To 

Total. 

onrisn. 

InlIDlg>T. 

iMutU. 

FwikU... 

if 

nil  Ira 

,»s 

1-- 

ier 

11I.JM 

i.jii 

.■:""Si-::: 

StMM 

ni.ni 

181.838 

•IS 

B5.S3e.3«8 

4S,Bi> 

B.l»3 

tfT 

M.M6 

1-U.fAt 

r^'~^;r.:::::- 

9e.C28 

8.aH.4M 

•.B72 

e."oTO 

1S.1H 

i,m 

FIHAN0E8  OF  OUADELOUPE. 

I  sabmit  a  farther  report,  iu  continaaiice  of  tfaat  of  September  24^' 
npon  the  UnaDcial  conditione  prevailiiig  here. 

As  a  baeiH  for  this  report,  I  inclose  a  trauslatiOD  of  a  long  letter  of 
Senator  Alexander  iHoac,  of  this  colony,  addressed  to  tlie  minister  of 
finance,  aud  which  has  been  pnblished  in  two  unmbers  of  "I/lDd^- 
pendant,"  a  newspaper  published  in  this  city.  Senator  Isaac  rather 
exhaDHtively  examines  some  phases  of  the  situation,  and  his  remarlcs 
are  valuable  as  coming  ftom  one  who  has  sat  in  the  French  Senate  for 
nearly  a  score  of  yeara.  He  very  clearly  exposes  the  precarions  posi- 
tion of  the  bank  and  of  the  flnauces  of  the  colony  in  general. 

Ab  the  object  of  the  letter  is,  partly  at  least,  political,  a  certaia 
iiigenaoDsnesB  in  his  manner  of  stating  apparent  facts  may  be  ander- 
Btood,  bat  reqairea  some  comment  and  explanation.  Thas  he  states 
that  the  bank  is  "iu  accord  with  the  essential  conditions  of  its  fanda- 
mental '  charter."  It  is  well  knows  that  the  bank  bills  are  circolating 
at  a  disconut  and  are  never  redeemed  at  sight. 

Again  he  draws  a  comparison,  favorable  to  the  bank,  of  its  legal  lia- 
bility limit  aud  actual  liability.  But  the  latest  monthly  statement  of 
the  bank  shows'that  the  liabilities,  October  31,  were  16,012,696.72 
franes,  or  within  673,411.68  Iraucs  of  the  limit. 

Again,  he  says  that  the  "fractional  currency  enjoys  the  privilege  of 
forc^  circalation."  This  is  not  strictly  accurate.  The  fractional  cur- 
rency does  circulate  among  the  people,  becanse  it  is  the  only  money 
attainable  since  the  copper  coins  have  been  practically  withdrawn. 
Bat  the  post-office,  the  treasury,  and  all  Government  oBlces  refuse  to 
receive  this  fractional  carrency  at  all.  Thus  if  a  sum  has  to  be  paid, 
say  of  8,196.50  francs,  the  extra  li  half  iraucs  must  be  paid  in  copper 
coin,  or  in  a  5  franc  bank  bill  for  which  change  may  or  may  not  be  given 
at  the  option  of  the  receiving  Government  offlcer. 

The  most  interesting  thing  in  the  letter,  however,  is  the  frank  acknowl- 
edgment that  "the  State  has  been  speculating  in  exchange,"  and  the 
expose  of  the  deadly  "  eudless  chain,"  by  which  both  the  bank  aud  the 
colony  have  bcwn  deprived,  first,  of  all  coin,  and  second,  of  large  sums 
of  money. 

It  is  impossible  to  stady  the  financial  question  here  without  taking 
into  serious  account  the  political  and  sociological  conditions  prevailing. 
The  race  question  is  the  most  powerful  factor  in  all  the  problems  of  the 
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colony.  Both  the  -whites  and  the  blacks  are  torn  by  Intenial  diBsensionB 
and  divisions.  Farticalarly  of  intereat  is  the  animosity  ezistinif  between 
the  partisans  of  the  sugar  manufacturers  and  their  opponents.  Each 
Bide  accuses  the  other  of  being  responsible  for  all  of  the  evils  which 
oppress  the  country,  and  the  only  thing  certain  is  that  both  are  selfish 
in  their  aims. 

They  resort  to  various  expedients  to  hide  the  fact  that  they  bankrupt. 
They  always  make  their  calculations,  for  example,  in  all  budgets,  esti- 
mateB,  and  statements,  in  coin  francs,  while  for  the  greater  part,  the 
actual  transactions  are  in  paper  francs  at  widely  varying  discounts. 
Coin  francs  and  paper  at  all  sorts  of  discounts  arc  added  together,  and 
the  totals  called  coin  francs. 

I  have  been  trying  ever  since  my  arrival  here  to  get  a  plain  statement 
of  the  actual  debt  of  the  colony,  bat  in  vain.  A  debt  which  is  to-day 
acknowledged  to  exist  you  are  told  to-morrow  has  disappeared,  Aft^ 
strennons  effirrts,  yon  will  later  discover  that  some  resolution  has  been 
passed  authorizing  such  and  such  a  department  at  some  future  date  to 
aak  for  a  loan  from  some  other  quarter,  and  forthwith  the  whole  trans- 
action is  carried  fVom  the  debit  to  the  credit  side  of  the  page.  Actual 
assets  and  possible  future  profits  are  added  together  and  the  result 
treated  as  an  asset  in  hand,  while  debts  are  diminished  by  hoped-for 
reductions,  and  the  diflference  is  set  down  as  the  extent  of  the  liability. 
As  is  plainly  to  be  seen  in  the  senator's  letter,  there  is  no  contingency 
so  much  to  be  dreaded  as  a  settling  up.  How  long  that  contiDgency 
can  be  averted  is  the  main  problem,  and  not  how  to  get  down  to  actual 
business.  Meanwhile,  certain  classes  are  profiting  to  make  great  per- 
sonal fortunes,  and  these  fortunes  are,  I  am  conviflced,  the  secret  ofthe 
seeming  vitality  and  elasticity  of  trade  with  outside  countries. 

Witlml,  all  classes  are  dissatisfied.  It  is  gravely  questioned  whether 
the  bank's  charter  will  be  renewed  next  January  for  another  year.  One 
rumor  has  it  that  it  will  not  and  that  the  bank  of  ludo-China  will  take 
its  place.  Others  say  that  within  three  months,  exchange  will  be  as  low 
as  15  per  cent,  while  others  predict  40  per  cent.  I  think  the  tower 
figure  the  more  probable. 

LO01S  H.  Aym^,  Consul. 

Guadeloupe,  November  23, 1898. 


[Xxtnota  bum  letter  of  Senator  luao,  of  Qntdsbupe,'  to  the  ralnhtsr  of  Adbucb.] 

The  diffioult  position  in  which  the  Btmk  of  Gnadeloape  for  the  poat  three  or  foni 
yeare  hiM  foimd  itself  may  be  due  in  a  meaaaie  to  bad  admin iatnttlon,  bnt  it  ia 
above  alt  to  be  attribntcd  to  eoonomio  pertorbstionB  and  to  natural  oircnmatancee 
impossible  for  anyone  to  bave  foreseen.  This  sitnatton  is  beginning  to  improve, 
thanks  to  the  efforts  of  a  new  administration,  wbioh  is  manifesting  a  firm  deeire  to 


repair  past  faults.     TbuH  the  bank  has  lately  lowered  notably,  from  35  per  sent  t«  26 
per  cent,  ite  premium  on  dralto  on  Paris.    There  is  reason  to  hope  that  it  will 
be  able  to  do  atiU  better,  on  oonditlon,  always,  that  the  privileges  of  wbioh  it 


need  shall  not  be  refused  it.  If  it  is  desired  to  help  it  and  not  to  stop  its  revival, 
there  should  not  be  exacted  ftom  it.  while  it  keeps  level  with  its  obligations,  dutiea 
which  are  beyond  its  power  to  perform- 
Yon  know,  Mr.  Hinistor,  the  i61e  of  our  colonial  banks.  It  is  they  that  aid  oom- 
merce  and  agriculture  in  the  oonntriee  in  whieh  tbey  operate;  through  them  long 
since  has  there  been  realized,  in  the  colonies,  that  agrionltnral  or^it— "or£dit- 
agricole" — which  it  has  been  so  difScult  to  introduce  in  France;  witbont  tJiem 
oolonial  produotion,  which  has  no  reserva  capital,  would  soon  fall  to  pieces.  To 
enable  them  to  render  the  services  for  which  they  were  created  the  legisUtor  has 
accorded  tbem  the  privilege  of  emitting  money,  stipulating  that  their  bills  should 
be  redeemable  at  sight  to  bearer,  and  In  amoant  snoald  never  exceed  three  times 
their  coin  reeerve.  Up  to  the  present,  tne  Bank  of  Oaadeionpe  has  been  in  accord 
with  the  essential  conditions  of  ite  fundamental  charter.  It  pobmbscb  actually  a 
ooln  reserve  of  3,081,658  frsnos.    Total  bills  in  cirunlation,  6,769,026  Crauos.    For  iU 
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drmfti  it  tuM  »  credit  of  5,389,000  francs  on  the  Co mptoir  National  d'EHoompte,  Knar- 
unteed  by  3  per  cent  T«deeaiable  bonds—" tit r«a  do  rente  3  per  cent  amortiOMble" — 
which  are  depo«ited  with  the  comptoir,  and  which  represeat  a  capital  of  more  than 
7,000,000  francs.  On  Jane  30,  1838,  this  credit  bod  been  drawn  on  for  2,074,819.73 
franca.  Th«balanoesbeingre7iilarl3'made,thesaleofdrana,  If  nothing  new  occurs 
to  prer«it,  is  not  therefore  menaced. 

Tlieiaw  and  regnlations  liave  fixed  for  tlie  operations  of  the  establishment  alegal 
debt  limit.  ThU  limit  was,  Jane  30,  1838,  16,686,108.40  franos,  while  the  actuat 
UabiUties  were  13,080,965.49  tnaet. 

Theee  are  not  symptoms  of  a  desperate  situation  or  sncb  m  ahonld  occBsion  extra- 
ordinary pieoaatioDs.  Nevertheless,  anj  bank,  however  well  aitaated,  may  fail,  and 
it  Is  nataral  that  the  State  should  have  exacted  gaarantisH.  It  exacted  anch  guar- 
anties when  it  limited  to  1,500,000  franca  the  maximnm  balance  in  bills  to  be  held 
by  the  treaanry.  And,  on  this  subject,  it  may  be  ashed  if  this  credit  limit  of  banks, 
proportioned,  do  donbt,  to  the  initial  importance  of  these  establishments,  is  gnffl- 
oiently  In  touch  with  the  actual  needs  of  the  situation.  A  circnlar  from  the  depart- 
ment of  marine  and  colonies  of  November  24, 1SS2,  thus  defines  the  character  and 


"^6 


.  n  determiniUK 
the  balance  of  bank  bills  to  be  held  by  colonial  tieaanries,  a  more  rational  baais 


than  the  condition  of  the  total  balances  of  the  local  treasarers,  which  in  no  way 
depends  upon  or  ia  oonnected  with  the  guaranties  which  the  bauks  should  slve,  or 
with  the  amoanta  of  the  billa  they  are  permitted  to  issue.  The  department  believes 
that  In  the  conditiona  of  the  banka  themselvea,  there  should  be  aought  the  basis  for 
the  qnantam  to  be  determined,  and  not  in  the  amount  of  a  continually  varying 
balance,  and  proposes  to  fii  thia  quantum  at  ous-half  of  the  capital  of  uieee 
establishments  of  colonial  credit." 

Thus  is  explained  the  fliiue  for  the  three  banks  of  Onadeloupe,  Hartintqne,  and 
B^nnion,  of  which  the  social  capital  is  3,000,000  francs,  a  common  maximutn  of 
1,500,0CX)  francs.  Bnt  the  real  situation  of  a  oommercial  establishment  in  not  deter- 
mined by  it«  social  capital ;  it  seems  more  natural  that  it  should  be  measured  by  itv 
!__/  — -J.-.  — iresented  by  certain  valuable  assets.     Now,  this  latter  capital, 


lapital  ropr 
m1  Dy  bonas- 


repnwentedDy  bonds — "titrea  de  rente" — is  not  the  same  for  the  three  coloniea 
7.000,000  francs  for  Quadeloape,  6,798,000  francs  for  Martinique,  and  4,100,000  francs 
for  Reunion.  The  nniformitysought  for  by  the  authors  of  the  instructions  is  therefore 
reduoed  (o  great  inequalities. 

It  should  be  added  that  the  adoption  of  a  fixed  maximum  common  to  VArioas  eatab- 
tishmenta  presenta  thia  inconvenience,  that  it  does  not  take  into  sufficient  account 
ciroumatances  which,  without  in  any  way  affecting  the  solidity  of  a  bank,  may  acci- 
dentally, aa  we  have  lately  aeen,  oauae  Ite  bille  to  Bow  into  the  treaanry.  It  would 
Hurelv  be  more  reasonable  that  the  capital  in  bonda  ahould  be  taken  as  the  basis  on 
which  to  calculate  the  maximum  in  paper,  as  hoa  heretofore  been  adopted,  as  witness 
tha  scoouDts  of  the  committee  of  surreillunce  for  the  fixing  of  the  legal  limit  of 
debts  by  application  of  the  law  of  Jnne  24,  1874,  article  4,  section  6,  aud  of  the 
decree  of  April  15, 1863.  These  remarks  find  place  here  natnrally,  and  the  existing 
faets  do  not  make  them  nntlmely.  There  ia  nothing  to  indicate,  in  fact,  that  the 
guaranties  of  the  State  have  in  Onadeloupe  undergone  any  diminution. 

*  *  *  The  law  desires,  no  one  denies  it,  that  the  holders  of  the  bills  should 
have  theright  to  demand  redemption  thereof  at  sight,  lint  it  is  also  undeniable  that 
bank  inatitntions  can  not  operate  nnleaa  this  right  is  exercised  with  the  greateat  of 
moderation.  Should  it  happen  that  the  bill  holders,  either  being  doubtful  or  with 
epflculatt re  views,  should  rush  to  the  bank,  demanding  the  redemption  of  their  bills 
in  coin,  nulesa  aome  limit  was  opposed  to  their  demiuidB,  disastrous  liquidation 
would  ensue  in  48  hours. 

Such  an  event  would  be  of  the  gravest  danger  in  a  amall  country,  and  becansa 
the  Oovemroenl  understood  this  it  created  the  fractional  currency  issue,  the  object 
of  which  is  to  protect  the  statutory  coin  reserve  of  the  bank  against  redemption 
demands  against  it  in  times  of  financial  crisis,  when  otherwise  it  would  be  utterly 
exhausted.  This  fractional  currency  enjoys  the  privilege  of  forced  circulation,  as 
was  formally  decided  by  a  declcion  of  the  court  of  Guadeloupe  May  26,  1837,  and 
can  be  issued  in  redemption  of  bills. 

*  *  *  All  of  the  difficulties  owe  their  origin,  in  great  part,  to  the  fact  that  the 
State  has  been  drawn,  probably  by  force  of  drcnmstaaces — I  am  not  recriminat- 
ing— into  speculating  on  exchange,     •     •     * 

Our  coloniea  are  not  the  only  ones  that  have  been  touched  by  this  crisis;  the 
British  posseaeiona,  to  mention  these  only,  have  been  equally  hart,  and  the  English 
Government  has  seen  the  need  of  coming  to  their  aid  with  powerful  subsidies 
backed  by  important  reorganization.  Under  the  circumstances,  it  is  intolerable 
that  onr  coloniea  should  be  exposed  throagh  simple  matters  of  bookkeeping  to 
an  aggravation,  ineparabte  pernaps,  of  the  difficulties  through  which  tbey  are 
■trugf^g. 
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IMPORTS  INTO   QUADELOUPB. 


Throngh  tbe  kindness  of  the  principal  Oovemment  broker  here  I 
have  been  able  to  construct  a  comparative  table  of  imports,  from  tbe 
United  States  for  the  past  five  yeai'B.  From  this  table  it  can  be  seen 
that  since  1891,  and  particularly  during  1898,  there  has  been  a  decline 
in  imports  of  live  animals,  beef,  biscuits,  butter,  corn,  flour,  hams,  her- 
ring, lard,  lumber,  and  pork.  These  diminatiotis  in  amounts  are  not 
due  to  competition  by  France  or  other  couutries,  but  represent  an  actual 
decline  in  amounts  consamed,  due  to  the  impoverishment  of  the  conu- 
tr;.  But  three  articles  show  an  increase — beans,  pease,  and  ehooks. 
The  first  two  articles  were  for  years  supplied  by  France,  but  the  com- 
petition of  the  tJuibed  States,  furuishiug  better  beans  and  pease,  and  at 
a  lower  price,  transferred  the  whole  trade  to  the  United  States.  The 
increase  in  the  imports  of  shooks  is  readily  understood. 

It  ia  also  to  be  noticed  that  nothing,  practically,  but  food  stofl's  is 
imported;  no  textiles,  machinery,  or  manufactures  of  any  kind.  All 
of  this  is  due,  as  I  Lave  frequently  reported,  to  the  extraordinary  politi- 
cal, social,  and  financial  conditions  prevailing  here.  Ot  late,  these  have 
been  still  farther  emphasized  for  the  worse. 

The  figures  in  the  table  are  not,  it  is  true,  ofllcial,  bat  [  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  their  accuracy.     In  view  of  the  decided  hostility  to 
American  goods,  it  is  sorprising  that  the  decline  has  not  been  greater, 
aud  this  is  an  additioual  proof  of  the  high  character  of  oar  gotMls. 
Ix>uis  H.  AYll£:,  Coiuul. 

Guadeloupe,  January  14, 1899. 
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MARTLNIQUE. ' 

The  trfMie  movemeDt  of  Martinique  daring  1897  was  depressed  iu  oom- 
pariBon  with  that  of  1896.  StatiBtica  show  a  great  dimiuatioD  in  both 
exports  and  imports,  the  latter  far  exceeding  the  former. 

The  demoralized  conditson  of  trade  in  general  was  bronght  about 
mainly  by  the  poor  prices  obtained  for  sngar,  the  second  principal  export 
to  rnm,  and  the  diminished  demand  for  the  latter.    The  ttrst  six  months 
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presentod  an  alanniBg  state  of  afilairs,  tbe  Bank  of  Martiniqiie  refae- 
iDg  to  advance  loans  to  the  planters,  as  was  previoasly  done,  with  a  lien 
upon  their  first  crops.  This  action  might  have  resnlted  in  a  panic,  bnfc 
for  tbe  timely  intervention  of  the  anthorities.  As  it  was,  many  planters 
became  insolvent.  Upon  the  7th  of  April,  the  French  Oovei'nment 
decided  to  pay  a  bounty  upon  sugar  exported  from  Martinique,  but  it 
was  some  time  before  this  measure  had  its  effect,  and  the  entire  year  of 
1897  was  marked  by  a  deplorable  condition  of  affairs. 

The  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Uartinique 
is  confined  almost  entirely  to  food  staffs,  which  have  the  benefit  of  a 
special  and  exceptional  tariff,  brooght  about  by  the  fact  that  this  island 
is  so  &r  removed  from  its  mother  country  and  so  near  to  the  United 
States,  that  it  looks  to  us  for  food  to  a  great  extent.  Tbe  articles 
on  which  we  are  given  the  benefit  of  the  minimum  tariff  are  canned 
meats;  fruits,  fresh  or  in  their  natural  state;  common  wood,  rough, 
squared,  cut;  sawed  woods  (undressed),  staves,  coal,  apples,  pears, 
and  mineral  oils.  The  following  articles,  included  under  the  head 
of  food  stuffs,  are  specially  admitted:  Salted  and  pickled  pork  and 
beef  in  barrels,  smoked  meats  and  tongues,  flour,  biscuits,  meal,  corn, 
lard,  lumber,  rice,  pine,  kerosene,  coal,  staves,  fertilizers,  rum  and 
sugar  shooks,  and  matches  of  wood  or  other  substances. 

Formerly,  there  were  certain  classes  of  dry  goods,  calicoes,  drillings, 
long  cloths,  etc.,  imported  from  the  United  States,  but  they  were  not 
adapted  to  local  tastes,  and  since  no  efforts  were  seemingly  put  forth 
by  our  manufacturers,  this  tra^le  was  transferred  to  the  English  and 
irench,  who  paid  particular  attention  to  the  local  desires.  The  duty 
on  this  sort  of  goods  imported  here  from  the  United  States  is  extremely 
high,  being  60  to  80  per  cent  of  value  based  upon  maximum  tariff,  while 
England  pays  but  an  average  duty  of  50  per  cent  based  on  minimum 
privilege,  and  France  bat  an  octroi  duty  of  6  to  8  per  cent. 

Tbe  high  rates  of  duty  levied  here  on  most  goods  from  tbe  United 
States,  whether  from  a  minimum  or  maximnm  standpoint,  are  not  bene- 
ficial to  Martinique,  which  has  no  manufactures  to  protect. 

Agricultural  implements  were,  before  the  general  tariff  took  effect, 
imported  from  the  United  States  in  considerable  quantity,  but  at 
present,  this  line  has  greatly  decreased,  owing  to  the  enormous  duty. 
France  and  Belgium  import  them  here,  the  latter  country  enjoying  the 
minimum  duty.  Carriage  fixings  are  almost  wholly  imported  from 
the  United  States,  even  under  the  high  duty.  Sowing  machines  are 
imported  to  some  extent,  and  the  American  machines  are  popular;  yet 
of  late  there  seems  to  have  been  a  deviation,  and  the  French  machines 
worked  by  the  hand  are  more  employed.  Bicycles  are  used  bat  little,  the 
roads  being  too  rugged.  American  wheels  are  preferred,  bat  their 
importation  suffers  from  the  high  doty,  which  is  almost  prohibitory. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  American  manufactures  are  handicapped 
by  the  high  tariff  levied  upon  most  of  our  importations,  and  it  eeems 
that  a  broad  commercial  treaty  between  France  and  the  United  States, 
in  which  Martinique  and  the  other  French  colonial  possessions  shall 
be  included,  is  the  only  way  for  our  manufacturers  to  gain  a  foothold 
hOTe.  When  sncb  a  treaty  is  made,  it  behooves  our  manufacturers  to 
follow  closely  the  methods  of  Europeans,  who  take  pains  to  please  and 
to  make  their  presence  felt.  The  American  manafacturers  who  have 
done  business  in  this  island  have  no  doubt  been  lax  about  some  things — 
their  agents  in  most  cases  not  being  able  to  speak  French  and  the  cir- 
culars  being  in  English,  which  is  not  understood  to  any  great  extent 
here.  On  tbe  other  hand,  foreign  manufacturers  send  agents  who 
speak  the  language,  and  their  circulars  are  printed  in  French. 
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CTTKEBNCT. 

The  cnrrency  in  use  her©  is  very  poor,  the  paper  money  being  flimsy 
and  poorly  printed,  while  the  metal  money  (ontside  the  small  amount 
of  gold  in  circnlation)  is  of  copper  and  iiiclcel,  600,000  ftanca  of  the  lat- 
ter being  introdaced  in  November,  1897.  This  money  is  purely  colonial, 
and  will  not  pass  in  Onadelonpe,  the  nearest  French  island  colony. 
United  States  gold  calls  for  a  premium,  ranging  from  10  to  17  per 
cent,  pins  the  par  valne  of  $1  at  5  i!raucs  25  centimes. 

POBT  BEGULATIOrfS. 

In  port  charges,  there  is  no  discrimination  as  to  nationality,  and  they 
are  abont  the  same  for  both  the  ports  of  Fort  de  France,  the  capital, 
and  St.  Pierre,  the  commercial  center.    The  rate  is: 

Stamp  on  iDw&rdmaDifMt 90.05 

Permit  to  load  and  luload .96 

Passport 1.15 

Sanitary  dnes,  per  ton 08 

Moorage  dnes,  iakmg  lines  anliore  (optional} i.60 

Wat«Ttax,  per  ton 03 

Navigation  duet. 

Pilotage  for  vessels  inward  and  outward : 

150  or  nnder  200  tons tlS.65 

200  or  nnder  250  tons 19.06 

250  or  under  300  tons 22.18 

300  or  ander  350  tons 25.68 

350  tone  and  upward 29.15 

Lighterage  dues,  per  vessel 3.80 

Buoy  dues,  per  ton 03 

On  pilotage  or  lighterage  dues  and  buoy,  10  per  cent  additional  charged, 

called  naTigation  dnea. 
Stamp  for  outward  manifest  and  clearance,  per  vessel .16 

iKttrprtler't  feet. 

150  or  under  200  tons 97.6* 

200  or  under  300  tons 9.65 

300  or  under  *00  tons 11.48 

400  or  under  600  tons 13.32 

500  or  nnder  700  tons 15,34 

TOO  tons  and  upward 19.05 

The  mles  of  the  principal  ports  of  Fort  de  France  and  St.  Pierre 
are  abont  the  same  as  are  those  of  the  minor  ports  of  Francois,  Trinity, 
Simon,  and  St.  Marie.  The  entering  and  departing  Teasels  are  nnder 
the  supervision  of  the  harbor  master.  Pilotage  is  obligatory  when  the 
vessel  comes  from  a  foreign  port,  bat  not  when  going  from  colonial  port 
to  port. 

Quarantine  is  strict  when  vessels  come  from  an  infected  port  and 
lasts  from  fifteen  to  twenty-three  days,  providing  no  new  cases  appear. 
When  the  case  is  serious,  the  vessel  is  sent  to  the  "lazaretto"  at  Pointe 
de  Bonte,  at  the  south  of  the  island,  across  the  bay  from  Fort  de  France, 
where  the  cargo  is  discharged,  ftimigated,  and  the  passengers,  if  any, 
placed  under  supervision. 

The  harbor  of  Fort  de  France  is  better  than  that  of  St.  Pierre,  being 
almost  landlocked.  There  is  a  dry  dock  393  feet  in  length  and  119  feet 
at  the  exterior  groove,  with  a  width  of  lllj  feet.  Length  of  blocks, 
360jfeet;  draft  of  water  above  the  liueof  the  tnb,24i  feet.  There  isa 
movement  on  foot  by  the  authorities  to  enlarge  the  dock. 


COMUERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


COMWUWTOATION. 


Tbere  is  a  telephone  aysteta  on  the  island,  the  principal  line  heioj; 
from  St.  Pierre  to  Fort  de  France.  Two  cable  lines  have  Btations  here, 
the  West  India  and  Panama  Telegraph  Oompany,  Limited,  and  the 
Gompagnie  Francaise  des  Gables  Telegraphiqaes;  the  former  reaching 
New  York  via  St.  Oroix,  Jamaica,  Bermnda,  and  Halifitx,  while  the 
tatter's  connection  with  fTew  York  is  via  Haiti. 

Regarding  transportation  conditions,  the  steamers  of  the  Qoebeo 
Steamship  Company,  the  Gompagnie  &^n^rale  Transatlantiqae,  and 
the  Koyal  Mail  Packet  Company  call  twice  every  month  at  Mar- 
tiniqae,  while  small  veaaels  visit  the  different  ports  of  the  island,  carry- 
ing commodities.  Between  Fort  de  France  and  St.  Pierre  the  smaU 
steamers  of  the  Steam  Yacht  Company  make  daily  trips,  carrying  pas- 
sengers and  commodities.  Merchandise  to  be  transported  to  the  interior 
is  carried  by  small  carta,  donkeys,  and  npon  the  heads  of  men  and 
women.  There  are  no  railways  in  Martinique,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  tramway  at  St.  Pierre. 

Passports  are  not  required  from  persons  coming  to  tbe  island,  and 
they  are  not  molested.  Goods  coming  fi-om  foreign  coQDtries  are  not 
required  to  show  country  of  origin.  ^^^  l.  Dabtb,  Consul 

St.  PrKKBB,  October  1, 1398. 

SUPPLBMBNTART  BBPOBT, 

Mr.  Testart,  acting  vice-consnl  at  St.  Pierre,  writes  noder  date  of 
December  26,  1898: 

I  transmit  statistics  for  the  first  six  months  of  1898,  which  reached 
this  consulate  only  a  few  days  ago:  also  those  for  the  last  six  months 
of  1897. 

The  imports  from  tbe  United  States  for  January  1, 1898,  to  Jane  30, 
1898,  show  more  favorable  results  than  those  for  the  last  six  months  of 
1897,  the  cause  of  which  may  be  assigned  not  only  to  tbe  opening  of  tbe 
sagar-crop  season,  when  stores  and  shops  on  the  large  sngar  estates 
have  to  be  replenished,  bat  also  on  account  of  tbe  oonsamption  being 
more  active  than  during  tbe  latter  part  of  the  year,  when  exports  are 
reduced  to  a  minimum. 

The  statistics  alluded  to  show  tbe  principal  items  imported  from  the 
United  States,  with  their  quantities  and  values,  as  well  as  the  total 
imports  and  exports  fVom  this  island,  and  the  shipping  for  the  last  six 
months  of  1897  and  first  six  months  of  1898, 

I  may  add  that  tbe  course  adopted  by  the  new  director  of  the  Har- 
ttnique  Bank  has  caused,  in  an  indirect  way,  a  certain  impetus  to 
trade.  Previous  to  his  arrival,  drafts  were  sold  bimonthly,  and  lim- 
ited amoants  drawn  on  each  occasion.  Fifteen  per  cent  premium  was 
]iaid  by  purchasers  of  90  day  sight  drafts;  the  consequence  was  a 
restriction  of  tbe  imports.  The  new  director  immediately  put  the  pre- 
mium at  10  per  cent,  and  subsequently  at  8  per  cent.  In  my  opinion, 
there  will  be  a  forther  decline  in  premium  when  the  sugar  crop 
commences. 

Another  change  has  been  brought  about  by  the  same  manager,  since 
the  early  part  of  December,  by  the  emission  of  checks  for  large  and 
small  anionnts  to  suit  the  wants  of  the  people,  and  a  proportionate 
premium  is  paid  as  follows: 

PsroaaL 

ForeO-dByaigbtchecki 8} 

For  30-ds7  H[gl]t  cheoka 9 

For  aight  ohecks 9} 
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Nioety-day  sight  drafts  are  isened,  as  before  mentioDed,  at  8  per  cent. 
These  checks  are  drawn,  according  to  the  desire  of  the  pnrohaser,  on  the 
"Oomptoir  National  d'Escompte,"  at  Paris,  and  on  its  varioiia  branches 
in  alt  the  departments  of  France. 

These  cIieckB  coald  formerly  be  obtained  only  from  the  national  treas- 
ury, in  the  form  of  post-ofBce  money  orders  on  the  chief  department  of 
the  post-offlce,  at  Paris,  and  commanded  S  per  cent  above  the  bank  rate 
on  90-d&y  sight  drafts. 

On  Jannary  4, 1899,  Mr.  Testart  adds  that  the  Bank  of  Martinlqae 
has  rednced  the  rate  of  premiam  on  90-day  sight  drafts,  on  Paris,  fr'im 
8  to  6  per  cent.  The  rate  of  disconnt,  on  the  other  hand,  has  been 
increased  from  6  to  7  per  cest. 

Importifor  t)it  la»t  »ix  vumOu  of  i897. 
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CoMparative  values  of  txporti  for  the  la»i  aix  nualAf  of  the  yean  1S97  a»d  1896. 
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E^orU  of  tie  jninoipol  native  produtla  for  th^Jtrtl  »ix  menAf  of  1898  9*d  1897. 
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TRADE  OP  MARTIMIQUE  IN  1898. 

I  forward  statistica  on  the  exports  and  imports  of  Martinique  for  the 
jear  ended  December  31,  1898. 

In  the  first  table  will  be  seen  a  decrease  in  the  native  staple  export^ 
that  of  sagar,  to  an  extent  of  3,264,834  kilos  (7,182,636  pounds).  The 
decrease  of  the  past  year  is  attributed  to  the  diminution  in  cane  culti- 
vation, occasioned  by  the  continued  low  prices  upon  the  Baropean 
markets  during  the  year  of  1897.  The  same  conditions  have  existed 
at  tinadeloupe,  the  sister  island. 

The  total  general  impoits  have  also  suffered  a  decrease,  as  well  as 
the  total  general  exports. 

The  commercial  movement  (inward)  of  the  island  shows  ao  increase 
in  value  of  imports  and  an  increase  for  1898  over  1897  of  imports  ttom 
the  United  States,  amoanting  to  882,594  francs,  or  (168,113;  the  com- 
mercial movement  outward  shows  an  increased  aggregate  of  exports 
for  1898  to  foreign  countries  other  -than  the  United  States,  but  a  de- 
crease in  the  exports  to  the  United  States  equivalent  to  3,028,267  francs, 
or  over  half  a  million  of  dollars. 

Regarding  the  maritime  movement  (inward)  for  1898,  a  decrease  is 
shown  in  the  total  number  of  vessels. 

The  last  table,  showing  exports  from  the  United  States  to  Martinique 
of  food  stuffs,  is  for  the  city  of  St.  Pierre  only.  The  total  of  the  island 
I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  up  to  the  present  time. 

The  council  general  has  restored  the  export  duty  on  rum  to  one  and 
one-tenth  centimes  per  liter. 

Geo.  L.  Darte,  ComuI. 

St.  Pisbre,  March  ?,  1899. 
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BANITABY  DUBS  AT  HABTINIQUE. 

I  aend  traDslatioti  of  tbe  changes  that  have  occnrred  in  the  collectioD 
of  SBuitary  does  in  this  island,  in  virtue  of  the  deoree  of  June  16, 1898, 
as  foUows; 

The  Donnoil  geaeral  of  Martin iqnej^tin|r  in  Tirtne  of  tbe  powers  conferred  by 
article  93  of  the  decree  of  Uarch  31,  1897,  nuAee  tbe  following  decision : 

Art.  1.  From  md  after  Jatiiiu;  1, 1898,  the  MtnitHy  doea  will  be  collected  in  Ibe 
island  as  follows: 
a.  Kecognition  dnea,  onarriTal,  withontdistinotion  of  nationality: 

Sbips  plying  coaatvise,  p«r  not  ton  regiater tO.009 

Sbipa  plying  between  the  lalanda 019 

SblpB  or  Magoing  Teeaela OSS 

Steamers  calling  at  different  ports  of  the  island : 

FcNreacb  paasenger  embaihiug  or  dlaembarking 198 

Per  ton  of  goods  landed .  028 

Hones,  mulee,  oxen,  etc.,  will  be  counted  at  tbe  rate  of  3  tons  per 
head;  2-wheel  oaniagea  at  3  tone;  4-wheel  carriages  at  4  tons. 

h.  Harbor  dnee  payable  by  ships  in  quarantine,  per  day  and  per  ton 005 

Ships  whiob,  owing  to  tbe  aanitary  condition  of  tlie  island,  diacharge  their  ca^ 
wiUiont  commnnioatiDg  with  tbe  shore,  aDd  aak  for  sanitary  guards,  so  as  to  obtain 
a  eertiflcate  of  noncommnnloatian,  will  have  to  pay,  in  OKcesH  of  the  aforementioned 
dnee,  the  wages  of  the  sanitary  guard  stationed  alongside  the  nhipa. 
c.  Maintenance  In  sanitary  stations  and  iazaiettoe,  per  day  and  per  peraon : 

Pirat  class 10.386 

BMonddaas 193 

Third  class 1« 

FonrthohMa 006 
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d.  DIalnfMtinK  doM: 

(1)  Disinfection  of  dirtj  clothM,  wearing  ftpparel,  nhip's  bedclothes, 
and  »1I  other  artiolea  of  luggage  eouaiderod  as  ooutaniiusted: 

Per  first-claas  pMMDger •.  19S 

Per  seoond-elMB  paesengw 008 

Per  third  and  fhiiTth  filniwi  nanntingw 048 

Per  Mulor  (olBoen  Inoladad) 018 

(3)  Disinfectfoaof  merohuidlBe: 

DiaiDfection  applied  on  board  ships,  per  ton  register OOB 

Goods  laoded  for  dialnfectioD: 

Herohaudlse  packed,  pet  100  kilo* 096 

Dry  hides,  per  100  pieces 198 

Small  hides,  nnparlced,  per  100  pieces 0B6 

fS)  Disinfectionof  rage  and  drills,  per  100  kilos 098 

(I)  Ship's  disinfection,  for  the  entire  ship,  per  rsgliterud  ton OOS 

If  disinfiMtian  is  only  for  the  oontuninated  portion  of  the  ship,  tiie  charges  are 
redaced  to  half.  The  charges  for  disinfeotion,  as  stated  in  paragraphs  1, 2,  and  4, 
hereabove  mentioned,  can  be  rednced  to  half  if  the  ship,  having  on  iKiard  a  saoitarj' 
offloer  appointed  and  accepted  b;  the  government  of  the  oonntry  to  which  the  ship 
belongs,  and  a  disinfecting  apparatns  the  security  and  efficiency  of  which  have  been 
proved,  can  prove  that  aU  sanitary  and  dininfecting  meaan res  have  been  regalwlv 
applied  daring  the  voyage,  according  to  paragraphs  of  Title  V  of  the  decree  of  Harcn 
31, 1697,  on  marine  sanitary  police. 

All  SMtitary  ohargea  have  to  be  borne  by  the  shipowners.  Charges  made  either 
lor  handling  and  transportation  oi  for  the  application  of  ohemical  disinfectants  are 
also  to  be  borne  by  the  shipowners;  InoBBeof  ran  and  drills,  the  charges,  according 
to  enstom,  are  borne  by  the  owners  of  the  merohandise. 

Abt.  2.  Ships  plying  aronnd  the  Island,  mail  steamers  of  the  Compagme  Trans- 
atlantjqae,  of  the  BoyalUail,  and  other  ateamers  whiohmsvinfntnrebereoognized 
•s  mail  caniere  by  the  Preuoh  Govenuuenl^  ace  exempt  frinn  tbs  charge  of  recognition. 
Abt.  9.  Ships  that  have  paid  the  charge  of  rsoognltion  in  one  of  the  ports  of  the 
island  are  exempt  ftom  any  tbrther  cbargee,  on  entoring  other  ports  dnrin|[  the  conise 
of  the  same  trip. 

Art.  4.  Soldiers  and  sailota,  children  nnder  7  years  of  age,  Indigents  sent  off  at 
Qovemmenut  expense  or  throagh  orders  from  consuls,  are  exempt  t>om  sanitary  dnes. 
Art.  5.  Ships  that  call  in  the  same  port  more  than  once  a  month  may  enter  into 
eontraot.  so  as  to  pay  a  sabecrlption  fee  of  50  fi;ancs  ((9.66)  per  month. 

Abt.  6.  Are  exempt  from  all  sanitary  charges  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
pwagrapba: 

(1)  Hen  of  war  and  ships  belonging  to  the  several  servioM  of  the  State. 

(2)  Ships  in  distreas,  provided  no  aanitary  rcsnlatioua  are  applied  and  they  do  not 
efieet  any  commercial  tranaaction  while  in  the  narlKir. 

Abt.  7.  The  payment  of  the  sanitary  dues  mentioned  in  Article  I,  nnder  headings 
A  and  B,  is  conUded  to  the  care  of  the  customs  authorities 

The  ouer  aanitary  doea  are  oolleoted  as  provided  In  Chapter  VII  of  the  local  decree 
of  July  6,  1887. 

A.  Testabt,  Vice-Oatuid. 

Habtinjqub,  October  25, 1898. 


aZUTBRAI.  REPORT. 

I  transmit  herewith  mj  annnai  report  for  the  year  1897-98,  with 
repons  from  Aax  Cayes,  Jaomel,  and  St.  Marc. 

COMUKBOE. 

I  can  add  bat  little  to  what  has  already  been  reported  on  the  Bnbject 
of  [iDited  States  trade  with  this  country,  its  possibilities  and  drawbacks. 
I  think,  however,  that  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the  development  of  the 
trade  between  the  two  conntries  lies  in  the  indifference  shown  by  oar 
mauafoctorers  to  the  desires  of  the  people  of  this  country.    The  tastes 
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of  the  Haitien  people  differ  from  those  of  the  South  Americans  and 
inhabitants  of  the  other  West  Indies,  even  fit>m  those  of  Martiuiqne  and 
Gaadelonpe,  althoagh  the  same  language  is  spokeii.  Oar  mannfac- 
torers  should  not  fail  to  note  the  preference  for  certain  colors  and  pat- 
terns of  cotton  goods,  and  the  manner  of  potting  them  up  for  greater 
foeility  in  handling  by  the  retailer.  Another  fact  that  is  often  over- 
looked is  that  the  French  language  is  the  one  in  common  nse  here; 
therefore  all  catalognes,  descriptive  circulars,  etc.,  shonid  be  in  that 
langnago. 

The  total  value  of  importations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September 
30,  1897,  was  $5,476,138.49,  divided  among  the  different  hatioDS.  of 
which  the  United  States  leads,  as  follows: 

United  StBtM •3,489,968.86 

Ftmco 942,683.47 

Qenn&ny 629,259.27 

England 809,230.00 

Other  oonatriM 203,976.89 

Total 5,474.188.49 

It  Is  to  be  observed  that  while  the  importations  fo>m  France  for  the 
past  year  have  fallen  lower  than  during  any  period  since  1890,  those 
mim  England  and  Germany  have  gained  notably. 

The  American  trade  in  the  hardware  line  is  being  slowly  supplanted 
by  the  German  trade. 

Onr  provision  trade  holds  its  own.  I  note  with  satisfaction  a  new 
departure  made  by  a  New  York  house  in  catering  to  the  taste  of  this 
market,  in  the  line  of  table  butter.  The  day  may  not  be  far  distant 
when  the  American  article  will  supplant  the  Danish,  to  which  it  is 
mach  superior. 

The  accompanying  table  will  show  the  quantity  of  the  principal  pro- 
visions imported  here  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1898, 

Co/fee.— -Coffee  being  the  principal  article  of  export,  it  is  bat  nataral 
that  the  heavy  decline  in  the  price  daring  the  past  two  or  three  years 
in  the  European  market  shonid  be  felt  here,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  crop  of  1896-97  was  excellent,  yielding  about  75,000,000 
pounds.  To  this  decline  may  be  attributed  the  severe  ftnancial  distress, 
that  has  for  the  past  few  years  prodaced  such  disastrous  effects  on  the 
trade.  A  severe  drought  also  has  visited  several  sections  of  the  coun- 
try during  the  past  two  or  three  years. 

Of  the  75,000,000  pounds  of  coffee  exported,  9,322,427  poniids  have 
been  shipped  to  tlie  United  States,  representing  a  value  of  C1,00S,397, 
nearly  eqnallng  the  importation  &om  that  country  during  the  same 
period,  which  amounted  to  $1,276,684. 

The  coffee  crop  of  1897-98,  it  is  estimated,  will  give  60,000,000  poands, 
of  which  there  had  been  exported  up  to  June  80, 1898,  but  14,990,731 
pounds.  The  very  low  prices  (falling  at  one  time  as  low  as  36  francs 
and  averaging  46  ft-ancs  i>er  100  pounds)  has  caused  exporters  to  bold 
back,  hoping  for  a  rise. 

nniusTBiEs. 

This  is  essentially  an  agricaltaral  country,  but  cultivatioQ  is  carried 
on  in  a  very  primitive  and  imperfect  manner.  The  commonest  of  oar 
improved  agricultural  implements  are  unknown.  There  is  a  wide  field 
here  for  extension  of  agriculture  and  stock  breeding. 

There  is  also  an  excellent  opening  for  American  capital  in  the  pro- 
posed railways.    German  capitalists  have  succeeded  in  soppluiting, 
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more  or  less,  the  French  and  Bnglisb,  and  are  striviitg  hard  to  monop- 
olize the  field. 

The  working  of  the  various  mines  of  coal,  copper,  aod  iq>n  with 
improved  machinery  voald,  I  think,  yield  good  retarns  to  capita 
invested. 

John  B.  Trbbes, 

Vice-  C»n*ul-  Oeneral. 
Port  ad  Peihce,  December  16, 1898. 
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FrnduM  erporttdfivm  Oetobtr  1,  1896,  (o  SeptenAtr  SO,  1897. 
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AUX  CATTC8. 

I  giro  below  a  detailed  statement,  sbowing  the  imports  ftom  the 
United  States  to  this  port,  and  a  detailed  statement  of  the  exports 
from  this  port. 

Bnsiuess  in  this  island  dnring  the  past  year  has  satfered  a  great  deal 
oving  to  the  financial  crisis  which  has  dow  been  existing  for  nearly 
two  years.  Imports  and  exports  have  greatly  decreased  with  the 
violent  flnctnations  of  exchange.  The  value  of  the  staple  articles  of 
export — coffee  and  logwood — hare  depreciated  in  the  European  and 
American  markets,  and  this  has  also  been  one  of  the  chief  causes  of 
the  continuation  of  the  crisis  In  the  country. 

The  law  re  judicial  liquidation  passed  two  years  ago  has  been  greatly 
misinterpreted,  and  a  great  deal  of  harm  has  thereby  been  done  to  the 
credit  of  the  country,  and  European  and  American  firms  have  had 
severe  losses  to  sustain  through  its  execution. 

Exports  firom  Anx  Cayes  from  July  1, 1897,  to  July  1, 1898,  were  as 
follows;  Coffee,  55,232  bags,  weighing  7,936,554  pounds;  logwood, 
5,056,000  pounds;  hides,  80  bundles,  weighing  12,687  pounds;  copper, 
13^590  pounds;  wax,  806  pounds;  and  tortoise  shell,  127  pounds. 

With  the  exception  of  some  of  the  coffee,  exports  have  gone  to  the 
United  States,  where  the  market  was  better  than  in  other  conntrles. 

Gooit  imported  btio  Aux  Cayet/^M  iko  Vniled  Stattt/rom  Julg  1,  1SS7,  to  JWIjr  1,  I83S, 
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Goodi  importtd  into  Ata  Cage*  from  tb«  Unilad  StaUt,  etc. — ContdiiiiML 
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H.  E.  RoBEETS,  Conmlar  Agent. 


JACUEL. 

£  give  below  atatement  of  erporta  and  imports  of  the  port  of  Jacmel 
duriQg  the  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1898.  This  report  shows  that,  whereas 
the  qnantity  and  value  of  prodnne  e:tported  has  not  varied  much  duriug 
the  past  two  yparn,  the  imports  of  goods  of  all  sorts  has  decreased 
aa  much  as  $230,000.  This  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  difScalty  ia  obtain- 
ing credit  abroad,  on  acoount  of  the  prevailing  commercial  crisis.    In 
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addition  to  tliis,  the  gradaal  fall  iu  valae  of  coffee  and  logwood  shows 
tbat  an  early  improvement  in  the  affairs  of  the  conntry  is  haidly  to  be 
expected. 

The  imports  of  dry  goods  amoouted  to  (103,665,21  j  provisions  from 
the  States,  (218,434.94;  a  total  of  $322,100.15. 

The  exports  were:  Coffee,  13,918,309  ponnds;  logwood,  1,000,000 
poands;  goat  hides,  3,802  pounds;  orange  peel,  sotton  seeds,  20,630 
poands,  and  shelle,  327  poands,  of  the  valoe  of  (1,708,150.60. 

Skipping. 


So. 
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47 
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J.  B.  Vital,  Goneular  Agent. 
JA.OIIBI',  December  21,  1898. 


ST.  MARC. 

There  has  been  no  notable  change  in  commerce  dnriug  the  past  year. 
Conditions,  instead  of  improving,  have  grown  worse. 

Laat  year  at  this  time,  the  principal  exports  were  qaoted  at  a  good 
price  on  the  Enropean  markets,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the  withdrawal 
of  paper  money  would  bring  confldence  and  benefit  trade,  bat  owing 
to  the  low  prices  of  coffee  and  the  high  duties  imposed  npon  it,  the 
difficulties  of  the  withdrawal  of  paper  money  would  be  felt. 

The  crop  in  my  district  is  abundant  this  year,  and  the  qnality  is  good. 

The  greater  part  of  business  here  is  done  with  the  United  States, 
and  provisions  are  the  principal  goods  imported. 

Ttus  year,  all  the  logwood  and  roots  have  been  shipped  to  Europe, 
where  the  prices  are  mnch  higher  than  in  the  United  States.  Since  the 
month  of  January,  there  has  not  been  one  sailing  ship  under  the  Amer- 
ican fiag  taking  logwood  or  roots.  The  Haitian  brig  Union  has  been 
the  only  ship  that  cleared  for  the  United  States,  in  January  and  June, 
with  less  than  500  tons  of  wood  for  the  two  trips  together. 

Cotton  and  coffee  are  generally  shipped  to  Europe. 

Charles  Miut,  Cotutular  Agent. 

St.  Mabo,  August  2, 1898. 


CAPE  HAITIEN. 

Beplying  to  Department  circnlar  dated  August  5, 189S,  I  submit  the 
following  report,  with  the  accompanying  statement  of  exports  and  im- 
ports for  the  consular  district  of  Cape  Haitien,  including  the  consular 
agencies  of  Port  de  Pais  and  Gonaives.  As  bearing  upon  this  rejwrt 
tud  embradug  matter  called  for  in  the  circular  refened  to,  I  beg  to  call 
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attentioD  to  reports  &om  this  consulate,  dated  respeotiyely  Jnly  16, 
1898,  and  August  20, 1898.' 

The  general  coarse  of  trade  here  and  the  needs  of  the  market  have 
been  so  well  stated  in  the  reports  from  Port  an  Prince  and  from  this 
district,  published  in  Commercial  Relations  of  the  United  States,  1896 
and  1897,  Vol,  I,  pages  747-760,  that  I  do  not  deem  it  worth  while  to 
recapitnlate.  There  are,  however,  a  few  facts  omitted  and  some  new 
features  arising  f^om  later  coudition8,.that  may  be  boUi  interesting  and 
usefuL 

OUBBBHCT. 

Probably,  the  greatest  distarbmg  element  in  the  business  world  here, 
and  in  many  respects  the  most  serions  problem  the  merchante  and 
indeed  the  Government  of  Haiti  have  had  to  grapple  with,  has  been 
the  wonderful  elasticity  of  thecarrency.  The  flnctnations  began  about 
March,  1896,  with  the  death  of  President  Hyppolite.  The  premium  on 
gold  varied  trom  20  per  cent  to  27  per  cent  until  May  12  of  that  year, 
when  it  rose  to  30  per  cent.  On  June  J,  it  was  40  per  cent  In  July, 
it  rose  as  high  as  58  per  cent,  but  in  December  declined  to  43  per  cent. 
It  steadily  advanced  during  the  early  months  of  the  year  1897,  rising 
as  high  as  83  per  cent  in  June,  declining  again  until  yovember,  at  the 
end  of  which  month  it  was  88  per  cent.  It  rose  to  92  per  cent  by  the 
end  of  December;  daring  January,  1898,  it  varied  between  89  and  110 
per  cent,  falling  to  95  per  cent  by  the  end  of  the  month.  Sow  began  a 
steady  and  rapid  rise.  On  February  9,  it  was  105  per  cent,  but  by 
March  12,  it  had  bounded  to  175  per  cent,  reaching  the  high-water  mark 
of  205  per  cent  at  the  end  of  April.  By  the  end  of  May,  it  had  declined 
to  190  per  cent,  and  was  down  to  145  per  cent  at  the  end  of  June.  A 
law  passed  in  September  of  the  present  year,  authorizing  the  negotia- 
tion of  a  loan  for  the  purpose  of  retiring  the  paper  currency,  and  the 
belief  in  the  nltimate  sacceas  of  the  undttrtaking,  have  caused  a  gradual 
decline  in  the  premium  to  about  100  per  cen^  where  it  is  practically 
stationary  at  this  writing. 

IMPOETS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Tbe  chief  articles  imported  into  this  district  &oin  the  United  States 
are  flour,  pork,  cod&sh,  bloaters,  butter,  alewives,  cheese,  onions,  lard, 
tobacco,  kerosene,  blue  denims,  cliecks,  and  cotton.  The  American 
denim  has  proven  its  superiority  to  ail  others,  and  has  almost  exclusive 
command  of  the  market.  American  axes  are  preferred  by  the  log- 
wood cutters  in  the  vicinity  of  Port  de  I'aix.  Better  prices  in  Europe 
stimulated,  to  a  considerable  extent,  tbe  cultivation  of  cotton  in  the 
plains  about  Qonaives.  lu  addition  to  the  articles  mentioned  in  tbe 
accompanying  statement,  small  quantities  of  wax,  molasses,  goatskins, 
and  tanned  leather  are  exported.  The  apparent  discrepancies  in  the 
figures  referring  to  logwood  and  logwood  roots  may  be  due  to  the 
greater  or  smaller  quantities  of  straight  wood  reported  from  the  agen- 
cies, which  is  not  only  more  valuable  than  the  roots,  but  carries  a 
heavier  duty.  Both  the  logwood  and  the  cofi'ee  obtained  in  tbe  vicinity 
of  Gonaives  are  said  to  be  of  superior  quality,  and  command  better 
prices  than  those  exported  trom  other  parts  of  the  district. 

LEiniBL  W.   LiTIKQSTOIf,  CoMUl. 

OA.PB  HAiTiBit,  November  30, 1898. 

'Printed  in  AdTsnce  Sheets  Nos.  184  and  231  (Ang.  4  Mid  Bent.  28)..  Conanlar 
BaporM  Nob.  216  (September,  1888,)  and  218  (Norember,  1698.) 
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MrreluiudUeetporUd/fvm  and  imp<n-led  Into  t\e  oanMular  diMlriet  of  Capt  ifalHaJt,  jnebut- 
ing  tht  coiwalar  agtnoia  of  Fort  de  Paix  and  Gtmaivct,  for  Iht  rix  nonlA*  eiuled  June 
SO,  1S9S. 

EXPORTS. 
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OOHMEBOB. 

The  exports  of  the  foar  leading  articles  from  this  conenlar  district 
for  the  six  months  ended  Jane  30,  1898,  exclasive  of  exports  to  the 
United  States,  and  also  for  the  six  months  ended  Jane 30, 1897,  were: 
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From  an  analysis  of  the  above  flgares,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the 
flrst  six  months  of  1898,  the  expoite  amoanted  to  2,799,270  poands, 
valned  at  $456,542.40,  and  for  a  like  period  of  1897,  to  3,079,722  pounds, 
valued  at  $393,744,  a  difference  in  weight  in  favor  of  1897  of  280,452 
poands,  with  a  difference  in  valae  ia  favor  of  1898  of  $62,798.40.  I 
have  been  nnable  to  obtain  the  separate  valaes  of  the  above  exports; 
bnt  with  313,600  poands  of  tobacco  and  243,626  ponnds  of  coffee  in 
fbvor  of  1897,  and  only  1,430  poands  of  sagar  and  275,344  poands  of 


1  In  aompliHice  with  Dopartment  ciroDlar  of  Angtut  5. 
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cacao  in  fJavor  of  1898,  it  would  seem  that  tlie  latter  ardele  mast  con- 
siderably lead  any  other  in  value. 

From  MacoriB  and  Azna,  the  other  two  ports  of  this  oonBolar  dis- 
trict, there  were  no  exports  of  the  above  articles  for  the  periods  covered 
in  the  foregoing  except  to  the  United  States. 


The  following  are  the  imports  of  the  several  ports  of  tliis  Bepnblio 
for  the  six  mouths  ended  Jane  30, 1898,  and  also  for  the  six  mouths 
ended  June  3U,  1897,  values  only  being  given,  and  those  £n>m  Europe 
and  the  United  States  compared: 
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Adding  the  two  half  years  together,  we  may  make  a  fair  estimate  of 
the  annual  imports  of  the  liepublic  for  the  year  1897-98,  as  follows: 
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From  the  above  figures.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  United  States  leads 
all  Earope  iu  its  auuual  exports  to  this  Kepablic  to  the  value  of 
4636,403.05,  and  all  the  world  for  more  than  half  a  million  dollars.  Its 
exports  to  this  Bepablic  for  the  year  1896-97  were  41,098,636,  which 
showed  a  gain  of  about  430,000  over  the  previous  year.  If  the  above 
estimate  for  the  year  1897-98  be  correct,  it  will  show  a  gain  of  484,416.13 
over  the  preceding  year. 

This  showing  must  be  very  gratifying  to  onr  merchants,  especially 
when  it  is  not«d  that  the  languages  of  the  island  are  both  contiDental, 
and  but  very  few  speak  Enghsh;  yet,  I  feel  certain  that  by  a  little  more 
energy  and  tact,  the  showing  can  be  considerably  bettered,  even  under 
present  conditions.  As  might  be  supposed,  large  quantities  of  drills 
and  cotton  goods  arc  used  here,  coming  from  England  and  the  United 
States,  but  the  greater  part  from  England,  mainly  because  of  cheap- 
ness.   The  American  grades,  though  better  than  their  British  rivals, 
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are  dearer;  and  cheapness,  withoat  regard  to  altimate  economy,  seems 
to  give  to  its  ixissessor  superior  advantages  in  the  straggle  for  the  mar- 
kets of  tropical  coantries.  Certainly,  the  shrewdness  of  oar  manttfiM- 
tnrers  will  eoahle  Chem,  withoat  stronger  hint  than  is  here  given,  to 
overcoDie  the  disadvantage  against  which  their  goods  now  contend  in 
this  market 

Wardrobea,  chairs,  and  settees  are  the  principal  articles  of  household 
fomlshiuge  here,  and  in  this  line  of  goods,  which  now  comes  mostly 
from  £arope,  I  am  qnite  sure  our  mauofactnrere  conld,  by  a  little  effort, 
largely  increase  their  sales.  A  very  large  majority  of  the  provisions 
now  come  from  the  United  States,  and  with  Porto  Bico  in  our  posses- 
sion, and  our  wholesale  merchants  well  established  there,  it  would  seem 
an  easy  matter  for  them  to  control  this  branch  of  trade.  The  distance 
between  the  nearest  coast  lines  of  Santo  Domingo  and  Porto  Bico  is 
only  about  60  miles,  while  the  distance  from  i^ew  York  to  Santo 
Domingo  is  abont  1,200  miles.  The  same  reasoning  might  apply  to 
other  branches  of  trade,  especially  general  dry  goods  and  hardware, 
as  the  habits  and  costoms,  likes  and  dislikes,  wants  and  necessities  of 
the  Porto  Kicans  and  Dominicans  are  very  similar,  and  these  can  be 
better  known  and  more  readily  snpplied  by  oar  fhtnre  wholesale  Porto 
Bican  mercbante  than  they  now  can  by  Xew  York  dealers. 

mDUSTBIES. 

The  production  of  sugar  is  the  leading  industry  of  the  Dominican  por- 
tion of  this  island.  There  are  seventeen  sngar  estates  iu  this  consnlar 
district,  and  the  caue  of  this  year's  crop  is  exceedingly  good,  which, 
together  with  an  increased  acreage,  promises  an  increase  of  output  over 
last  year  of  from  8,000  to  10,000  tons.  Last  year's  crop  produced  a  little 
over  48,000  tous,  and  the  crop  now  ripening  is  estimated  to  produce 
68,04%)  tons.  Eight  of  these  sugar  estates  are  owned  by  Americans,  six 
by  Italians,  one  by  Germans,  one  by  Porto  Bicans,  and  one  by  Ameri- 
cans, Englishmen,  and  Italians. 

Tobacco  is  grown  quite  extensively  in  this  consular  district,  and  it  is 
said  to  be  of  a  quality  nearly  equal  to  the  celebrated  Havana  product. 
iNearly  all  of  the  tobacco  is  grown  in  the  interior  and  formerly  passed 
through  this  city  but  owing  to  competition  of  the  railroad  from  Santiago 
to  Puerto  Plata,  on  the  north  coast,  a  large  amount  has  been  diverted 
to  that  port.    oWmany  s«'ems  to  be  the  chief  market  for  this  product. 

The  cacao  crop,  which  has  been  rapidly  increasing  for  the  last  ten 
years,  has  not  failed  this  season  in  its  annual  augmentation,  but  prom- 
ises to  surpass  former  records.  During  the  six  months  ended  June  30, 
1898,  there  were  shipped  from  the  port  of  Sanchez  18,887  bags  of  cacao, 
all  for  Europe,  and  1,286  bags  of  coffee  for  the  same  market. 

The  banana  industry  is  also  a  growing  one.  The  Samana  Bay  Fruit 
Company,  whose  plantations  are  near  Sanchez,  is  meeting  with  deserved 
sacoess.  Its  steamers  make  from  three  to  four  trips  per  mouth,  carrying 
each  trip  from  15,000  to  18,000  bunches  of  bananas  to  the  States.  These 
bananas  are  of  superior  quality  and  command  the  highest  prices  in  our 
markets. 

Mahogany,  lignnm-vitse,  logwood,  honey,  wax,  hides,  bananas,  and 
sugar  are  exported  chiefly  to  the  United  Stotea,  the  latter  two  exclu- 
sively.   Coffee,  cacao,  and  tobacco  find  a  market  in  Germany  and  other  ^ 
European  countries. 

Notwithstanding  the  instability  of  the  currency  and  the  high  rate  of 
exchange  (now  2W)  per  cent),  the  commerce  and  industries  of  this 
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Bepnblio  are  in  a  fairly  prosperoas  oonditioD.  It  is  believed  that  the 
rate  of  eschange  will  decline  considerably  when  the  Bn'gar  season  opens, 
as  a  large  amount  of  current  money  will  then  be  required. 

Nearly  every  mail  ftom  the  United  States  brings  to  this  office  private 
letters  of  inquiry  as  to  the  size,  population,  goTernment,  climate,  prod- 
acts,  etc,  of  this  island,  hence  the  following  general  observatioDS : 

The  island  of  Santo  Domingo,  which  includes  Haiti,  has  an  area  of 
28,000  square  miles,  with  a  population  of  1,200,000.  It  lies  aboat  70 
miles  te  the  southeast  of  Cuba,  with  the  Windward  Passage  between, 
while  to  the  east  is  the  Mono  Passage.  In  area,  the  Dominican  Be- 
public  comprises  about  two-thirds  of  the  island,  leaving  to  Haiti  about 
one-third.    In  population  these  proportions  are  reversed. 

Beferring  now  to  this  Uepnblic,  the  population  is  much  mixed,  Span- 
iards and  those  of  mixed  blood  being  largely  in  the  m^ority,  at  least 
in  the  cities  and  towns. 

The  government  is  republican  in  theory  and  is  patterned  somewhat 
after  our  own;  but  in  practice  differs  materially  in  respect  to  the 
influence  and  power  of  the  executive,  which  here  seems  to  control 
rather  than  to  advise  or  suggest  legislation.  Its  laws  conform,  in  the 
main,  to  the  Code  N^apoleon.  The  people  generally  respect  and  obey 
the  laws.  High  crimes,  such  as  murdei',  arson,  burglary,  and  the  like, 
are  seldom  committed,  and  Judge  Lynch  has  never  held  a  session  of 
his  court  here. 

CLIMATB  AND  PRODUCTS. 

The  climate,  though  tropical  and  warm,  is  generally  healthy;  the 
soil  of  the  mountain  slopes  and  VE^leys  is  uniformly  rich  anu  prodno- 
tive.  The  natural  resources  of  the  country  are  vast  and  vuied,  and 
Its  products  may  be  increased  with  scarcely  any  other  limit  than  labor 
expended  in  that  behalf.  There  is  evidence  of  mineral  weallj^  in 
various  parts  of  the  island.  Iron  ore  is  abundant  and  easy  of  access. 
A  large  quantity,  recently  taken  from  a  mine  near  by,  now  lies  at  tbe 
wharf  in  this  city,  and  from  ite  appearance  I  would  take  ft  to  be  of 
the  very  best  qufdity.  Gold  has  been  found  in  considerable  qnanti^ 
recently,  and  it  is  said  that  many  years  ago,  the  mines  were  extensively 
worked.  From  what  I  have  seen  of  the  samples  recently  taken  tem 
"wasbiugs,"  I  believe  tliat  patient  exploration  by  practical  miners 
would  yield  a  rich  reward.  Petroleum  has  been  found  near  the  port  of 
Azua,  and  is  believed  by  many  to  exist  iu  paying  quantity. 

O.  L.  Maxwell, 

Consul-  QeneraL 

Sajjxo  Domingo,  November  J,  1898. 
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SOUTH  AMERICA. 
abgentin:e  bepubuo. 

BUTINOS  ATBES. 

I  am  ia  receipt  of  a  circtUar  fiM>ia  the  Department  of  State,  dated 
Aupiat  5, 1898,  instmctiag  me  to  report  od  the  commerce  and  indus- 
tries  of  my  consular  district,  and  herewith  tranamit  the  following 
statistics  and  the  data  therewith  connected : 

Import  an4  export  for  IS^, 

QiM. 

TotBlimportB «9ft,  388,918 

Total  exports 101,169,299 

Diatribat«d  as  follows : 
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UoHcdSt 


S.S4S,H8 

io.ft43.in8 

11,019^  STB 


CniUdEI 


Urunaj-.. 

BblpiiHi£farord 
8iutdi7  Imports. . . 


Total  imports  for  first  aix  montliB — 


Gold. 
.  W9, 703, 779 
.    49,663,375 


The  imports  and  exports 
as  follows: 


81,632,825 

for  tlrst  six  mouths  of  1898  were  distributed 
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The  foregoing  flgares  shov  an  increase  la  the  export  for  1898  over 
that  of  1897,  of  some  917,000,000  gold.  This  is  accoonted  for,  in  part, 
by  the  large  increase  in  the  tooDage  of  wheat  in  1898  over  that  of  1897, 
demonstrating  that  the  commissioa  appointed  by  the  Government  for 
the  purpose  of  exterminatiDg  the  locusts  was  snccessfitl  in  a  large 
degree  in  its  eSbrte  and  that  the  money  appropriated  for  that  porpose 
(some  $2,000,000)  was  veil  invested.  It  is  the  firm  intention  to  continae 
the  vork  of  the  commiBsion  until  the  dreaded  locasts  are  extermtniited. 

The  large  increase  in  the  value  of  grain  exports  also  conflrms  the 
above^  and  with  the  locusts  exterminated  and  the  return  to  agricnltarat 
porBUits  of  those  who  during  the  last  six  months  have  been  called  to 
perform  military  duty  in  the  field,  the  volume  of  gndn  exports  may 
reasonably  be  expected  to  show  still  further  and  larger  increase  daring 
the  first  six  months  of  1899. 

Generally  speaking,  there  is  no  donbt  that  in  estimating  crop  resnlts 
in  the  Argentine  Kepnblic,  the  weather  of  the  particular  season  is  much 
more  to  be  considered  than  any  differences  of  soil  or  of  agricnltore. 
Improved  systems  of  plowing  and  sowing  will  do  mnoh  to  gofwd  against 
totol  fulare  of  crops,  and  it  is  likely  that  the  scarcity  of  labor  at  har- 
vest, will  be  every  year  lessened  by  an  increased  inflnz  of  Italian  laborers 
from  Brazil,  aft^  the  coffee  crop  has  been  gathered. 

Value  of  grain  axportad. 
FitBt  six  months  of  yaar —  Q«U- 

1897 »13,600,000 

1898 29,234,810 

OratH  txported  fint  rix  moalAi,  ISSV  and  1S98. 


Article. 

IMT. 

ISW. 

8S.0M 

3a>,oao 

mooo 

«»T,88« 

The  following  are  the  principal  exports  for  the  first  six  months  of  the 
years  1807  and  1898: 


Article. 

IWT. 

]es& 

T™..         VJofc 

Tom.     1     VJne. 

2),000    •T.wo.on) 
3a,BM     i,«K.m 

1M,II00      1,«00,MW 

3iB,4aa        «aa,»a« 

«p. 

The  cereal  exports  for  1898,  up  to  October  21,  are: 

"fflMftt 


Calculating  the  floor  exports  as  wheat,  the  latter  woald  amount  to 
abont  700,000  tons,  as  against  100,000  tons  last  year,  a  difference  of 
nearly  $20,000,000. 
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UNTTGD   STATES   TRADE. 


Comparing  official  flgnres  for  the  two  half  years,  in  the  first  half  of 
1897  the  imports  vere  94,985,746,  aud  io  the  first  half  of  1898,  $4,431,998. 
Id  the  first  half  of  1897,  exports  were  $6,227,765;  id  1898,  12,818,987. 

United  States  manufacturers  have  not  yet  begtin  to  realize  the  value 
of  this  ooQDtry  as  a  market  for  their  goods,  or  to  Iteed  the  saggeBtions 
made  by  my  predecessor  as  to  the  methods  to  be  followed  in  secoring 
the  trade. 

Id  my  jadgment, United  States  manafacturers,  by  establishing  branch 
hoases  here  carrying  sufficient  stock  and  prepared  to  gi^^e  reasonable 
credit,  coald  eventually  secure  a  large  part  of  the  trade  which  is  now 
held  by  other  countries,  it  being  a  well-knowu  fact  that  they  can  com- 
pete with  any  others  so  far  as  workmauBhip,  style,  finish,  durability, 
and  prices  are  concerned. 

The  excellence  of  our  labor-saving  machines  and  apparatus  of  all 
kinds,  their  attractive  finish,  durability,  etc,  have  made  some  impres- 
sion, hut  still  more  may  be  made  if  the  suggestions  in  this  and  former 
reports  were  heeded.  Buying  from  samples  has  in  many  cases  in  the 
past  proved  unsatisfactory  to  the  purchaser,  as  also  has  the  custom  of 

Eaying  tor  goods  before  receiving.  The  banking  facilities  are  deficient, 
ut  should  and  no  doubt  will  be  improved  by  the  establishment  of 
American  banks  here  in  the  near  future. 

American  manufacturers  are  now  manifesting  a  willingness  to  mana- 
fitotnre  certain  patterns  and  quantities  of  goods  to  meet  local  pecul- 
iarities and  customs,  and  when  this  is  done  nniversally,  trade  witii  this 
country  will  increase  rapidly.  As  long,  however,  as  the  agents  sent 
here  to  represent  them  spenk  English  only  they  will  not  succeed.  No 
one  can  do  satisfactory  business  in  this  country  who  does  not  speak 
Spanish,  English,  and  French.  The  European  merchants  have  long 
since  known  this,  and  hence  they  do  the  business.  This  suggestion, 
if  heeded,  will  materially  increase  our  trade. 

SHBEP  AHI>  WOOL  mDUSTBIBS. 

The  following  statistics,  compiled  as  fiur  back  as  1830,  may  be  inter- 
esting: 
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Pwub. 
4.08 

ts 
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4.  so 

This  shows  that  while  the  nnmber  of  sheep  has  increased  elevenfold 
in  the  last  forty  years,  the  wool  clip  has  grown  fitt«enfold,  three  sheep 
now  yielding  more  than  foar,did  in  the  year  1860,  on  acconnt  of  improve- 
ment in  the  breeds.  Argentine  wool  has  a  ready  market  in  Enrope, 
chiefiy  in  France,  Belgium,  Germany,  and  United  States.  The  manu- 
facturers of  these  countries  send  buyers  to  Buenos  Ayres.     The  merino 


^dbvGoO^^lc 


SOUTH  ahebiga:  arqentine  kepublic.  759 

wools  of  A^entiua  can  sncoessfullr  compete  in  flnenesa,  staple,  and 
elasticity  iritb  tbose  of  any  part  of  the  world.  In  the  annual  oatpat 
of  the  conntry  can  scarcely  rival  Anstralia,  but  this  will  be  merely 
a  matter  of  time.  So  far,  a  certain  amount  of  carelessness  has  marred 
Uie  product,  so  that  the  proportion  of  mbbish  is  still  too  great.  Breed- 
era  in  general  will  no  doabt  learu  to  adopt  the  methods  of  Anstralia. 
In  the  introdnctiou  of  sires,  some  very  fine  samples  of  the  Merino  have 
come  from  the  United  States.  At  an  auction  some  two  years  ago,  one 
Califomian  Merino  was  sold  for  over  (2,000  in  gold.  Those  who  take 
care  of  the  Merino  breeds  have  established  a  repatation  for  fine  wool. 

There  is  a  splendid  cross  between  Lincoln  and  Merino  to  be  found  at 
present  in  this  conotry.  This  provides  such  an  excellent  fleece  that 
at  the  last  Paris  exhibition,  Argentina  took  no  less  than  lOii  prizes,  of 
which  23  were  gold  medals,  exceeding  by  fer  any  other  country  of  the 
world.  The  mediom-sized  carcass  of  this  cross  is  a'w  very  acceptable 
in  Europe. 

Judicious  crossing  and  knowledge  of  each  separate  property  are 

Sadnally  producing  excellent  results.  For  instance,  the  Jiomney 
OTsh,  quite  eqaal  in  size  to  the  Lincoln  and  farchardier  and  less  liable 
to  scab,  is  bonnd  to  take  great  prominence  among  importers  of  sirea  as 
BooD  as  the  present  eraze  for  Lincolns  becomes  a  bit  modified ;  an  event 
which  common  sense  shoald  dictate.  The  Romney  Marsh  gives  a  Seeee 
almost  if  not  quite  as  good  as  that  of  the  Lincoln,  crosses  qaite  as  well 
with  the  Merino  as  does  the  latter,  with  the  advantage  that  the  progeny 
is  not  so  delicate,  and  the  meat  of  the  "  capones  "  is  even  better  for  export. 
In  Bntre  Bios,  a  most  useful  cross  between  the  Bomseya  and  the  black- 
face has  been  arrived  at,  with  a  very  fair  fleece  and  excellent  carcass. 
The  best  of  these,  in  point  of  wool,  ia  the  Shropshire  Down,  It  has 
naturally  a  longer  and  better  qaality  of  wool  than  the  Oxfords  or 
Hampshires;  and  although  rather  inferior  in  size  of  carcass  to  these  two 
latter,  wethers  of  this  cross  obtain  a  high  price  for  export,  either  alive 
or  frozen.  The  same  remark  maybe  made  of  the  original  South  Down, 
although  since  this  is  the  smallest  of  all  the  Downs,  and  since  exporters 
boy  almost  solely  by  weight,  the  South  Down  cross  may  be  considered 
somewhat  of  a  aisadvaatage.  Oxfords  are  greatly  in  demand  by  ex- 
porters of  live  stock,  owing  to  their  size  and  the  consequent  price  they 
fetdi  in  the  Briti^  Isles.  The  same  is  even  more  true  of  the  Hamp- 
shire Down.  The  only  defects  this  latter  haa  are  that  he  has  the  closest 
and  shortest  stapled  wool  of  them  all,  and  also  that  for  crossing  par- 
poses  he  ia  daogeronsly  large  in  the  bone,  and  ouless  ewes  are  carefiilly 
selected,  many  deaths  may  occur  in  lambing.  I^evertheless,  be  poa- 
eesses  one  great  advantage  for  the  breeder,  and  that  is  the  marvelous 
rapidity  with  which  the  lambs  develop,  a  year-old  Hampshire  wether 
being  eqoal  or  superior  in  size  to  an  18-months  Lincoln.  Another  very 
useftil  sheep,  producing  a  very  fine  cross  with  the  Merinos,  ia  the  Leicea- 
tar,  the  result  being  a  fine  fleece  and  a  good  carcass.  Now  that  the 
export  trade  is  assuming  such  large  proportions,  the  breeder  shoald 
hfkt  in  mind  that  nowadays  it  is  not  wool  alone  that  brings  profite, 
and  this  remark  applies  particularly  to  those  situated  within  fairly  easy 
reach  of  a  railroad  station. 
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The  sheep  cecBaBofthe  Republic  was  taken  in  the  yearlSSS,  and  the 
foUowing  table  may  be  intereatiog,  as  compariDg  the  prodacing  capa- 
bilities of  each  proviiice: 


Fulonl 

^"^"^ 

IE 

45.000 

IE 

s«.ooa 

-:E 

48,000 
10.t«l 

I,IW.MM 
3M.O00 

IE 

Ml.  876 

B$,lU.9a« 

TbeenormoosprepoDderanceof  proportioain  Bnenos  Ayrea  is  chiefly 
dne  to  the  fact  that  this  province  has  been  worked  mnch  longer  than 
the  othen.  There  are  certain  districta  to  the  north  of  this  pTOvinoe 
where  conditions  are  no  v  so  propitions  that  irom  20,000  to  26,0UO  sheep 
per  square  league  can  be  raised  and  nartnred.  The  districts  of  Pergn- 
miDO,  San  FecUo,  Arrecifea,  Ourmen  de  Areco,  San  Antonio  de  Areco, 
and  Mercedes  are  the  principal  ones;  bnt  since  there  is  now  a  desire 
fi>r  lands  in  the  sonth  and  west,  represented  by  the  last  six  names  in 
the  table,  it  is  only  natural  to  suppose  that  in  course  of  time,  they  may 
rival  the  famous  Bnenos  Ayres  province  in  production. 

Here  is  a  return  averaged  on  three  years'  working  of  the  wool- 
producing  properties  of  the  various  classes  of  sheep,  on  one  of  the  flnit 
estancias  of  this  province: 

PonidipwbMd. 

NAgrettiotad  eiree 10.48 

Runbonillet  ewe* 8.70 

Bamliouillet general  flocks . ...... ............. ... 6.91 

Liciceater  ewes , 7.81 

Leicwter  general  flooka 6.29 

Lincoln  ewea 10.3( 

Firat-otau  Leicester  aad  Ramboaillet S.64 

Oeneral  return  from  35,000  bead 6.42 

It  will  be  observed  from  this  table  that  the  little  Negretti,  although 
half  the  weight  of  the  Lincoln,  has  surpassed  the  latter  in  weight  of 
wool.  The  same  comparison  may  be  made  between  Hambonillet  and 
Leicester.  Bnt  this  may,  to  some  extent,  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  Merino  wool,  owing  to  its  greasy  nature,  must  exceed  in  weight 
that  of  the  longer  class.  All  the  classes  have  given  a  good  result,  and, 
comparing  this  table  with  the  former  one,  1  am  bonnd  to  note  the 
improvement  that  can  be  made  by  care  and  perseverance. 

As  a  concluding  remark  it  may  be  stated  that,  counting  the  consump- 
tion at  8^  per  cent  and  the  anunal  increase  at  something  like  16  per 
cent,  and  presuming  that  the  proportion  will  remain  the  same,  the 
number  of  Argentine  sheep,  soon  after  the  end  of  the  present  century, 
should  be  abont  150,000,000,  with  every  prospect  of  a  still  { 
improvement  in  J'.aaaes  in  general. 
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THB  FBOZEH-MEAl;  TKABE  OP  BUENOH  ATBBS. 

The  first  company  Btarted  in  18S2  with  Britislt  capital,  the  chairman 
being  then,  as  now,  the  foremoet  British  financier  of  the  Biver  Plate, 
George  Wilkinson  Drabble.  It  was  styled  the  "Biver  Plate  Fresh 
Heat  Company,  Limited."  Its  worka  are  still  sitnated  at  Oampana, 
where  they  first  started.  This  company  started  freezing  under  the 
Haslam  system,  a  most  expensive  one  as  regards  consamption  of  coal. 
Sabseqneut  inventionB  have  considerably  economized  freezing  cost,  and 
the  compauy,  which  lost  heavily  at  first,  is  now  doing  well. 

The  second  concern  started  and  set  going  with  private  capital  was 
that  of  S.  G.  Sansinena  &  Oo.,  which  converted  the  greatest  portion  of 
its  grease  and  tallow  rendering  establishment  into  a  freezing  one.  The 
managers  also  lost  some  money  at  first,  owing  to  their  Hall  machines 
QOt  doing  as  much  work  as  was  expected.  But  with  the  energy  that 
distingtushea  the  Basque  people,  they  increased  their  capital,  laid  down 
m<»%  machines,  extended  their  premises,  and  increased  their  operations 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  now  estimated  that  the  "CompaBia  Sansi- 
nena de  Games  Congeladas"  Is  the  most  important,  as  regards  frozen 
mntton,  in  the  whole  world.  Later  on  the  Hall  system,  like  the  Has- 
lam,  proving  too  eziMnsive,  the  Lavergne  system  was  adopted.  This 
is  a  combination  of  forced  dry  air,  aided  by  pipes  containing  ammonia 
and  brine,  the  result  of  the  substitution  of  machinery  being  a  redaction 
of  coal  consamption  from  15  tons  to  3^  tens  daily.  In  1886,  a  third  con- 
cern was  started  at  San  Nicolas,  on  the  Biver  Parana,  about  25  miles 
below  Rosario,  and  a  fourth  was  started  in  the  same  year  at  Lima 
Station,  close  to  Zarate,  on  the  Bosario  line. 

Li  1885,  an  industry  had  started  under  the  auspices  of  the  Argentine 
Rural  Society,  the  shareholders  being  chieily  cattle  farmers  desirons  of 
finding  an  outlet  for  their  production.  Two  shipments  were  made, 
resDlting  in  heavy  loss,  the  carcasses  being  those  of  animals  ihim  five 
to  six  years  old  and  nnsoited  to  British  taste.  Besides,  the  freezing 
was  effected  on  board  ship,  thoroughly  proving  the  error  of  freezing 
anywhere  bat  on  shore.  This  concern  liquidated.  Another  firm  is  now 
seeking  capital  to  operate  in  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

The  toUa  capital  of  the  four  concerns  now  working  is  estimated  at 
nearly  16,000,000  gold.  All  are  working  as  companies,  three  with 
English  and  one  with  native  capital.  The  total  number  of  machines 
now  in  use,  principally  of  the  LavergneStem  system,  may  be  stated 
at  over  60,  <d  which  the  Bansinena  has  fonr  main  engines  and  a  total 
of  35  of  various  classes,  the  combined  horsepower  of  all  four  concema 
being  nearly  1,700. 

The  workmen  employed  number  some  1,300  or  over,  being  classified 
as  foremen,  earning  14  to  t6  paper  currency  daily;  slaughtermen, 
skinners,  skin-dressers,  and  general  workmen  receiving  on  an  average 
$3  paper  currency  per  day. 

The  supply  of  sheep  is  mostly  from  the  Province  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
although  a  certain  number  comes  ftom  still  farther  south,  and  some, 
also,  from  Entre  Kios. 

As  to  the  most  desired  class  of  sheep,  the  first  to  be  mentioned  is 
the  pnre  Hampshire  Down;  but  all  £he  Down  classes  are  in  demand. 
Lincolns  are  also  highly  esteemed.  There  is  a  mestizo,  a  cross  between 
Merino  and  Shropshire  black  face,  which  is  likewise  popular  in  both 
British  and  French  markets.  Steers  are  obtained  from  the  Provinces 
of  Bneno8Ayres,Oordoba,  Entre  Bios,  and  San  Juan,  bat  the  trade  is 
limited,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  necessary  olaas  of  ani- 
mal in  saflQcient  numbers.  ,  ~  ^  a  1 1  ' 
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The  average  Teight  of  the  "  wether  en  pie "  ia  about  50  kilos  (110 
pounds),  although  there  have  been  notable  exceptious ;  for  inBtance,  one 
18-month  black-faced  wether  produced  a  trimmed  carcass  of  over  120 
ponnds.  The  steer,  alive,  in  good  condition,  may  be  reckoned  at  some- 
thing  over  700  kilos  (\,5^  pounds),  with  a  carcass  of  350  kilos  (771 
pounds).    In  both  cases,  there  is  about  50  per  cent  difference. 

Tbe  cost  of  a  wether  may  be  reckoned  at  from  $6  to  (S,  paper  cur- 
rency; that  of  a  steer  of  good  weight,  at  about  $60. 

After  extraction  of  heart,  kidueys,  tongue,  etc.,  the  bare  carcass  is 
Bnbjected  to  the  freezing  process,  from  15=^  to  20°  (P.)  below  zero  being 
applied.  When  quite  hard,  the  carcass  is  sewn  up  in  thin  cotton  cloth 
and  transferred  to  place  of  deposit  and  thence  aboard  ship.  At 
Oampana  and  San  Nicolas,  the  steamers  receive  alongside  wharf;  in 
the  port  of  Bnenos  Ayres  two  small  steamers  transship,  and  at  Zarate, 
trolleys  or  re&igerated  cars  are  used.  Tbe  system  of  chilling  beeves, 
instead  oSfeeezing,  is  being  tried.  It  requires  far  less  work,  out  more 
care,  and  great  difficulty  with  this  system  has  been  encountered  on 
oroeeiug  the  equator.  It  will  take  some  time  and  experience  before  the 
Argentine  Republic  can  saccessfully  compete  with  the  United  States 
in  the  chilling  process. 

Bates  of  freight  vary.  Two  of  the  companies  ship  in  steamers  belong- 
iDg  to  their  agents  in  Liverpool ;  the  others  charter  from  two  or  three 
lines.  In  the  former  case,  2  shillings  (48  cents)  per  pound  is  paid,  in 
tbe  latter  about  4  shillings  (97  cents).  Great  Britain  does  by  &r  tbe 
greatest  amount  of  thecarrying  trade;  bntone  French  line  carries  a  large 
quantity  of  the  Sansineua  meat  to  France  and  England.  Stowage  is 
au  important  matter,  careful  stevedores  titting  the  carcasses  into  one 
another  so  as  to  economize  one-third  of  the  space.  On  arrival  at  port 
of  destination,  if  the  market  is  slack,  tbe  meat  is  dispatched  to  the 
different  towns  in  the  British  Isles  or  Franoe,  where  there  ate  freezing 
deposits,  and  it  is  retailed,  thus  avoiding  loss. 

The  residue  is  atilized  as  follows:  Entrails  are  sold  here  to  be  boiled 
down  for  tallow  and  grease.  The  long  gut  is  salted  by  German  and 
Italian  firms  for  aaasage  skins  and  strings  of  instmments,  and  sold 
under  the  name  of  catguL  Shinbones  form  knife  handles,  buttons, 
combs,  and  the  like.  Kidneys  and  hearts  are  frozen,  tongaes  salted  or 
froKU),  sheepskins  dried  and  baled  for  export,  horus  and  piths 
Aiported,  and  hoofs  boiled  down  for  glue  or  grease. 

The  present  rate  of  slanghter  is  set  down  at  about  2,500,000  sheep 
vearly,  having  greatly  increased  of  late. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  the  exportation  up  to  January  1, 1898: 
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The  profits  of  the  industry  have  naturally  varied  greatly,  according 
to  the  price  paid  for  the  meat  in  England,  one  company  earning  a 
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dividend  of  13  per  cent  in  1895,  and  in  1897,  nottaiog.  It  is  generally 
Rnpposed  that  13  per  cent  is  the  highest  dividend  ever  gained  in  this 
hnsinese,  bat  it  is  known  in  certain  circles  that  the  Barracas  establish- 
ment when  a  private  firm  gained  between  25  and  28  per  cent.  Lant 
year  waa  almost  without  profit  for  all,  the  very  best  of  the  concerns 
having  to  content  itself  with  a  meager  5  per  cent. 

There  is  now  some  talk  of  a  new  company  which  will  constmct  a 
factory  in  South  Barracas,  near  the  Uoca.  This  would  tend  to  show 
that  the  industry  in  general  is  progressing  and  remunerative. 

The  following  table  gives  details  as  to  the  firms  now  working: 
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During  the  year  1896,  a  marked  increase  took  place  both  at  Gam- 
pana  and  Barracas,  the  former  exporting  11,000,000  kilos  (24,250,600 
pounds)  of  frozen  meat;  260,000  kilos  (551,160  pounds)  of  preserved 
meat;  1,125,000  kilos  (2,480,175  poniids)  of  tallow  and  grease,  and 
3,012,000  kUoa  (6,640,255  pounds)  of  other  products,  with  a  total  value 
of  tl,035,000  gold;  the  latter  (Barracas)  exported  19,497,076  kilos 
(42,983,254  pounds)  of  frozen  meat,  produced  4,293,896  kilos  (9,466,323 
pounds)  of  tallow  and  grease,  and  2,130,562  kilos  (5,303,210  ponnds)  of 
other  products,  of  a  total  value  of  #2,709,000  gold. 

Other  articles  of  consumption  are  exported,  sncb  as  ducks,  turkeys, 
game,  aud  fish,  which  go  both  to  England  and  France,  principally  the 
Utter  country,  and  find  a  ready  sale. 

There  exists  some  difficnlty  in  obtaining  reliable  information  regard- 
ing the  actnal  working  results  of  three  of  the  companies,  as  their  reports 
and  balance  sheets  are  published  in  England,  but  considering  that  the 
industry,  started  fifteen  years  ago,  is  on  the  increase,  it  is  natural  to 
suppose  that  it  must  have  proved  remunerative. 

It  is  reported  that  the  present  rate  of  slaughter,  owing  to  improved 
prices  in  Europe  and  economy  of  exx>ense,  has  increased  to  the  annual 
number  of  600,000  at  Zarate,  800,000  at  Campana,  and  nearly  1,000,000 
at  Barracas.  Although  the  four  companies  of  the  Biver  Plate  have  not 
yet  equaled  in  quantity  the  exportation  of  Australia  and  New  Zeal- 
and, with  twelve  or  fourteen  companies  in  each,  it  is  to  be  doubted 
whether  either  of  these  latter  colonies  can  show  individual  concerus  of 
such  magnitude  as  exist  ou  the  Biver  Plate. 

In  view  of  the  pastoral  area  of  the  Biver  Plate,  the  quality  of  grasses, 
cheapness  of  land,  influx  of  capital,  improvement  of  breeds,  steady 
immigration,  and  extensionof  railways,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  Argentina  is  destined  to  attain  preeminence  as  a  meat  producer 
for  European  markets. 

LUUBBR. 

The  import  of  lumber  for  the  first  six  months  of  1897  was  136,137 
cubic  meters,  and  for  the  first  six  months  of  1898, 155,953.  The  new 
duty  of  10  per  cent  on  venation  added  to  sprnce  and  white  and  pitch 
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pine  Inmber  is  $3.50  a  thoasaiid,  m&kiiig  the  daty  $9.35  a  thousand. 
The  tariff  on  hlack  walnut  is  increased  to  $56  paper  a  thousand,  which  is 
practically  prohibitive.  White  ash  and  white  oak  are  increased  to  $10 
a  thousand.  This  duty  must  cause  a  serious  reduction  in  the  amouut 
of  lumber  imi>orted  uest  year,  and  a  lumber  famine  is  among  the 
possibilities. 

It  is  hard  to  eirplain  the  motives  prompting  this  large  inciease  in 
the  tariff  on  lumber,  for  large  quantities  are  necessary  to  continue  the 
improvements  projected  and  in  progress. 

This  tariff,  virtually  a  prohibitive  one,  will  decrease  rather  than 
increase  the  revenue,  and  paralyze  the  importation  of  lumber. 


The  export  of  Quebracho  wood  in  1897  amounted  to  114,000  tons, 
and  for  the  first  six  months  of  1898,  to  81,186  tons.  This  trade  is 
increasing,  and  a  good  quantity  of  this  wood  finds  its  way  to  the 
United  States. 

COTTON  TEXTILES. 

There  are  in  the  Argentine  Bepublic  four  different  woolen  factorieo, 
making  also  the  coarser  cotton  textiles.  They  receive  the  cotton  pre- 
pared for  the  weaver's  loom  from  the  TJniteid  States  and  England. 
The  goods  are  usually  woven  sixty  threads  to  the  inch,  65  centimems 
(26.6  inches)  in  width,  Hi  to  146  grams  (5  to  5.1  oances)  per  met«r 
(1.09  yards),  and  sold  fh>m  48  to  ^  cents  paper  (18  to  19  cents,  gold), 
per  meter. 

A  small  quantity  of  coarser  cotton  textiles  is  imported  fh>m  Ittdy. 
Dry  goods  and  clothing  are  imported  largely  from  England  and 
France. 

CBNTBAL  PBODUOE  XABKBT. 

This  market,  situated  in  this  city,  is  said  to  be  the  largest  in  the 
world.  It  is  certainly  the  largest  under  one  roof  without  partitions. 
It  is  of  an  irregular  form,  measuring  at  its  greatest  width  378  by  180 
meters.  It  is  built  mostly  of  iron,  except  the  flooring  and  stairs.  The 
brick  walls  are  not  meant  to  support  anything,  and  merely  form,  as  it 
were,  the  shell.  The  building  really  lests  on  some  2,500  iron  columns. 
The  roof  is  of  galvanized  iron  and  of  ribbed  glass,  which  style  is 
known  as  "the  weaver's  roof."  This  is  so  bnilt  that,  while  allowing 
plenty  of  light,  the  sun  does  not  penetrate.  The  building  is  traversed 
by  eight  roads,  four  of  these  being  for  railway  trucks  and  the  others 
for  loading  and  discharging  carts.  There  are  three  floors,  measuring 
a  total  of  119,000  square  meters,  with  a  total  capacity  of  160,000  tons. 
There  are  6,800  meters  of  railway  sidings,  which  give  standing  room 
sufficient  for  750  trucks.  The  quay  is  600  meters  long,  and  is  fitted 
with  hydraulic  cranes,  etc.  The  company  possesses  two  six-wheeled 
coapled  engines.  Thcae  are  used  for  ordinary  shunting  in  the  yard, 
but  all  other  work,  sach  as  placing  trucks  in  berth  ready  to  be  dis- 
chargedj  hoisting  bales  of  wool  or  bags  of  grain,  etc.,  is  done  by 
hydraulic  power.  There  are  four  40-horBepower  engines  and  accumu- 
lators, seventy-four  ^  ton  cranes,  forty-four  capstans,  and  forty-six 
hydrants,  the  working  pressure  being  750  pounds  to  the  square  inch. 

For  protection  against  fire,  there  is  a  powerful  pump  connected  with 
tbe  Biachnelo  River  by  means  of  a  12-inch  pipe,  which  throws  3  tooa 
of  water  per  miunte.    Specially- chosen  men  are  drilled  once  a  week  in 
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the  use  of  the  varioas  fire  apparatas,  while  for  night  servioe,  theie  is  a 
Btaff  of  tTenty-four  men,  composed  of  an  inspector,  an  engineer,  two 
firemen,  and  twenty  watchmen.  The  total  area  occapied  by  the  build- 
iug  and  railway  sidings  is  111,776  square  meters. 

It  is  now  twelve  years  ainee  the  company  was  formed  to  carry  on  the 
bnsiuess  of  a  central  produce  market,  but  the  first  train  of  goods  did 
not  enter  its  doors  till  May  20, 1890.  The  largest  number  of  bags  of 
oeretde  in  stock  at  one  time  was  S56,000,  or  about  69,000  tons.  In  regard 
to  wool,  the  greatest  amonnt  on  hand  has  been  16,000  tons,  average 
value  tIl,5(Kt,000  paper  currency.  Since  the  Ist  of  October  of  last 
year  to  this  date,  the  wool  received  here  has  amounted  to  124,000  tons. 
The  numbar  of  employees  during  the  aforementioned  period  averages 
514  men  daily,  all  told. 

MAVIQATION. 

There  are  in  this  consular  district  eleven  ports  of  entry,  which  I 
describe  as  foUows: 

(1)  Buenos  Ayrea. — Ships  of  over  21  feet  draft  have  often  to  wait  many 
days  for  sufficient  water  to  enter  or  leave.  There  are  projects  before 
the  Government  to  improve  these  channels,  which  some  day  may  be 
carried  out.  Dredging  alone  can  not  efTect  it.  The  deepening  of  the 
channel  is  mach  to  be  desired,  so  that  full  advant^e  of  the  fine  docks 
may  be  obtained  by  the  shipowners,  the  docks  having  a  depth  of  23 
feet :  the  channels  shoald  have  a  similar  depth.  These  (uwks  are  said  to 
be  the  finest  in  the  world. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  arrivals  and  departures  of  steamers 
and  sailing  vessels  for  the  year  1S97  at  this  port: 
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(S)  La  Plata. — This  ie  the  port  of  the  capital  of  the  province  of 
Buenos  Ayies.  It  is  in  a  direct  line  26  miles  east-sontheast  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  but  following  the  channels  the  distance  is  over  30  miles.  The 
depth  of  water  at  the  entrance  of  the  moles  is  about  23  feet,  and  in  the 
Grand  Dock,  22  feet  at  ordinary  tow  river.  The  distance  from  the  mole 
head  to  the  entrance  of  the  dock  is  3^  miles  in  a  direct  line.  The  dock 
is  without  gates,  and  a  steamer  can  proceed  direct  to  her  berth  or  to 
the  head  of  the  dock,  where  it  is  much  wider,  for  the  purpose  of  turn- 
ing.    Yarious  English  coal  companies  have  their  depots  here. 

The  mail  steamers  now  make  their  run  here  instead  of  to  Baenos 
Ayres,  owing  to  having  the  advantage  in  La  Plata  of  3  feet  more  water. 
Passengers  embark  and  disembark  with  ease,  the  railway  station  being 
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on  the  dock  Bide,  but  as  the  mf^orit^  are  boand  to  BaeDoa  Ajrres,  mnoh 
JDConTenieuoe  would  be  avoided  if  the  ships  landed  their  paBsengers 
here. 

The  following  are  the  trade  returns  of  the  port : 

In  1897,  there  entered  and  cleared  259  steamers  with  556,310  tons, 
and  822  sailing  vessels  with  63,843  tons. 

In  1896,  there  were  523  steamers  of  965,687  tons,  and  1,049  sailing 
vessels  with  148,788  tons.  Difference  in  favor  of  1896,  a64  st«amere  of 
409,307  tons,  and  227  sailers  of  84,945  tons.  This  shows  the  shrinkage 
of  trade,  due  to  bad  harvestB,  to  have  amounted  to  over  40  per  eent  in 
tonnage. 

(3)  San  Nicolas. — This  is  a  small  port,  at  which  ocean-going  vessels 
of  20  feet  draft  can  load  or  discharfce.  Two  important  indnstries  are 
a  large  distillery  and  a  freezing  establishment. 

{4)  Bakia  Blanco. — This  port  is  515  miles  trom  Bnenos  Ayres;  it  has 
a  bar  harbor  of  10  feet  at  low  water,  at  spring  tides,  and  a  rise  and  fall 
of  12  feet.  It  is  rapidly  rising  in  importance,  and  shipping  facilities 
are  short  of  the  reqnirements,  as  two  ocean  steamers  only  can  be  accom- 
modated at  its  wharC  Large  shipments  of  wool  and  grain  are  made 
here. 

(5)  Mar  del  Plata. — ^This  port  has  its  cnstom-hoose.  A  large  quan- 
tity of  fish  is  sent  to  Buenos  Ayres  daily,  and  the  potatoes  grown  in  the 
district  are  of  the  best  to  be  had  in  this  country. 

(fi)  Port  of  Oamptma. — This  port  is  70  miles  from  Boenos  Ayres.  The 
Bosario  and  Bnenos  Ayres  Railway  Company  has  its  priDoipal  shops 
here,  and  an  excellent  wharf  for  loading  and  discharging.  i?h6  Biver 
Plate  Frozen  Meat  Company  has  a  large  establishment  for  freezing,  and 
a  wharf  on  which  it  receives  stores  direct  from  England  and  ships  its 
productions.  Here  is  also  a  large  distillery  of  alcohol,  which  has  its 
own  wharf,  and  is  connected  with  the  railway.  The  principal  exports 
are  beef  and  mutton,  tongues,  sheep,  skiim,  and  tallow.  Grain  is  also 
shipped.    Coal,  iron,  rails,  and  railway  stores  are  imported. 

{7)  Zarate. — At  this  port  is  the  only  paper  mannfaotory  in  the 
Bepablic;  the  coarser  kinds  of  paper  are  made.  The  water  is  deep,  bat 
the  wharf  for  merchant  vessels  :s  very  small  and  inconvenient.  There 
is  a  custom-house. 

{8)  Las  Palinas. — At  this  port  is  a  large  meat  freezing  company, 
which,  in  1897,  exported  over  650,0()0  carcasses.  The  custom-faonae 
business  of  this  port  is  transacted  at  Zarate. 

(9)  Baradero. — This  port  has  a  castom-house,  and  its  exports  are 
principally  cereals. 

{to)  San  Pedro. — This  is  a  beaatifiil  little  town,  and  large  qaantities 
of  grain  are  shipped  fivm  here,  bat  ocean-going  vessels  have  to  anchor 
oateide. 

(11)  Villa  Gonstituoion. — S'ew  wharfs  800  meters  in  length  have  lately 
been  completed;  there  is  an  elevator  for  the  clearing  and  elassifying of 
grain,  with  an  endless  belt  to  convey  the  grain  direct  trom  the  elevator 
to  the  ship.  Depth  of  water  at  the  wharves  at  ordinary  low  river  is  18 
feet.    Principal  shipments  are  cereals. 

POST  DUBH. 

Steamers  or  sailing  vessels  pay  16  cents  gold  per  ton,  register,  for 
tonnage;  10  cents  gold  per  day  forton,  wharfage;  7  cents  gold  perton, 
light  dues,  and  the  sanitary  charges  are  1  cent  gold  per  ton,  aud  3  cents 
if  the  steamer  or  vessel  come  from  an  unhealthy  port ;  the  half  is  charged 
if  In  ballast. 
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Pilotf^e  is  compniaory,  or  if  the  vessel  arrives  withoat  pilot,  one- 
half  pilotage  has  to  be  paid  to  the  castotn-honBe.  The  rates  of  pilotage 
are  ft«m  976  to  $100  gold,  fix>m  Baeuos  Ayres  roada  to  the  docka. 

The  slingage  and  port  laborage  charges  have  been  changed  as  fol- 
lows; 


8lor.f.. 

aunm;-' 

Oitt,. 

1 

IS 

<7m(i. 

All  these  charges  are  per  mouth,  and  no  direct  dispatch  is  permitted. 

TARIFF. 

There  has  been  an  increase  iu  the  tariff  on  imports  into  the  Argen- 
tine Republic,  amonnting,  in  moat  caaea,  to  an  addition  of  10  pei  cent 
on  the  castom-hoose  valuation  of  the  merchandise. 

On  exports,  4  per  cent  is  levied  on  custom-bouse  valuation  of  the  fol- 
lowing: Tallow,  feathers,  wool,  hides,  horse  hair,  bones,  horns,  and 
mare's  oil.  All  other  exports  are  free  of  datj,  having  only  to  pay  a 
stamp  tax  of  1  per  cent  on  weight  declared. 

ELEOTBIOITT  AHD  HAOHINBRT. 

There  is  an  opening  here  for  electric  appliances  of  all  kinds  and  for 
bicycles,  to  which  machine  the  natives  have  taken  a  great  liking.  They 
pr^er  the  American  machine.  Huiidreda  of  devices  of  United  States 
orinn,  not  known  in  this  market,  would  undoubtedly  be  well  received. 

^ere  are  fire  electrical  companies  in  this  city,  with  a  capital  of 
$6,000,000,  and  electric  tramwaya  are  being  built. 

RALLWATB. 

Buenoa  Ayres  and  Rotario  Eaitwas. — The  present  title  of  the  BnenoB 
Ayrea  and  Kosano  Baiiway  is  somewhat  of  a  misnomer,  for  it  haa  long 
outgrown  its  name,  and  ia  now  the  direct  line  ftom  Buenos  Ayrea  to  the 
north  of  the  Bepnblic  The  line  haa  a  total  length  of  950  miles,  and 
employs  4,300  men ;  owns  109  enginea,  173  passenger  carriagea,  and  has 
ft  carrying  oapaci^  of  46,263  tons  and  4,400  wagons.  There  are  110 
stations  on  this  line,  and  2,579,306  passengers  and  892,030  tons  of  goods 
were  carried  daring  the  year  1897. 

Buenos  Ayrea  and  Pacific  Railway. — This  line  runs  in  an  east  to  west 
direction,  the  total  length  being  426  miles.  Sleeping  and  restaurant 
coaches  mn  &om  Boenos  Ayres  to  Mendoza.  The  road  employs  600 
men. 

Buenos  Ayres  and  Transandine  Railway  Company,  Limited. — This  line 
ia  not  yet  floished,  but  when  completed  will  be  very  popular,  as  it  is 
the  only  road  from  this  city  to  the  Pacific,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to 
overestimate  its  political  importance,  aa  by  providing  rapid  intercom- 
munication, it  tends  to  prodnce  a  better  and^staoding  between  the 
countries  concerned. 

Buenos  Ayres  and  Ensenada  Port  Railway  Company. — The  total  length 
of  this  road  is  211  kilometers.  The  service  is  excellent.  This  line  haa 
the  reputation  of  ruoning  the  foatest  trains  in  the  Sepnblic.    There  are 
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severa]  very  large  saladeros,  or  cattle-killiDg  establiBtaments.  Tb<eir 
prodncts  are  shipped  in  Spanish  vesselH,  which  in  turn,  bring  salt  for 
local  use. 

There  are  also  in  my  district  four  other  railvay  companies,  as  folio vs : 

Central  Argentine  Railway  Company. — This  line  has  a  total  length  of 
834  miles. 

Buenos  Ayres  Great  Southern  Railway  Company. — Total  length  of  line, 
1,479  miles. 

Bahia  Bianca  and  South  Western  Bailway  Company. — Total  length  of 
line,  234  miles. 

Argentint  Great  Western  Railmay  Company. — Total  length  of  line, 
319  miles. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  miles  of  railway  open  over  the  year 
1896  is  283  miles.  No  new  lines  hare  been  constmcted,  bnt  many  are 
projected. 

TRAHWAYB. 

There  are  10  companies,  and  the  lines  extend  393  kilometerB|'  816 
cars  and  10^92  horses  are  nsed,  and  4,889  persons  employed.  There 
is  also  the  Baenos  Ayres  Electric  Tramway  Company,  operating  from 
Bnenos  Ayres,  to  Belgrano,  about  10  miles  from  this  city.  This  line  ia 
eqnipped  in  the  best  and  most  sabstantial  manner,  and  it  is  to  be  noted 
in  this  connection  that  this  is  the  first  line  in  which  all  of  the  cars  are 
controlled  by  means  of  electric  brakes.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  all  the 
equipment  is  of  United  States  manufacture.  The  power  is  supplied  by 
a  750-horsepower  triple-expansion  engine. 

CITIZENSHIP. 

Foreigners  can  become  naturalized  citizenB  aftertwo  years*  residence 
in  the  Bepablic,  and  are  exempt  from  military  service  for  (en  years. 
All  pnblic  offices  are  open  to  tbem  except  those  of  President  and  Vice- 
President. 

ABEA   AND   POPULATION. 

The  area  of  the  Bepnblic  is  the  same  as  last  year.  The  population 
of  Boenoe  Ayres,  on  January  1 ,  1898,amounted  to 730,484.  The  increase 
of  population  is  due  to  immigration  and  the  decrease  in  mortality, 
owing  to  improvements  in  sanitary  regulations. 

WAGES  AND  PBIOBS. 

The  usual  wages  paid  in  the  port  of  Buenos  Ayree  for  loading  and 
unloading  ships  are  as  follows  (paper)  per  day; 

Wharf  hnnila W.OO 

Second  forsnien 5.00 

First  foTomen 8.00 

After  6  o'clock  p.  m.  the  rate  is  doubled.  The  foremen  are  paid  fr«m 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  work. 

The  value  of  most  commodities  remains  stationary,  the  rise  or  fall  in 
gold,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  not  affecting  prices.  Goods  are  sold, 
letau  and  wholesale,  for  paper  money. 

POST  AND  TBLBOBAPH. 

The  postal  circnIatioQ  for  1897  was  191,895,742,  an  excess  over  that 
of  1896  of  30,063,962. 


>  I  kil<imi)t«i;=0.G213T  mile. 
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The  length  of  telegraph  wire  throaghont  the  Bepablic  on  Jul;  1, 
1S98,  was  18,531  kilometers;  38  new  offices  were  opened  and  2  offices 
closed  daring  1897. 

The  receipts  at  the  p08<H>fflce  amounted  to  $3,032,970  in  1897.  The 
receipts  of  the  postal  telegraph  amoniited  to  $1,133,598  during  1897, 
an  increase  of  $214,971,  or  Oper  cent  on  the  postal  receipts  and  3^  per 
cent  on  those  of  the  telegraph  over  the  preceding  year. 

For  postal  rates,  see  annual  report  of  last  year  (Oommercial  E«la 
tions,  1896-97,  Vol.  I,  p.  780). 

The  telegraphic  messages  which  are  sent  by  national  lines  are  subject 
to  the  following  tariff: 

A  fixed  duty  of  30  cents  for  every  message  which  does  not  exceed 
100  words  and  3  cents  for  ever;  text  word,  to  which  will  be  added  1 
cent  for  the  constmotion  of  new  telegraphic  lines. 

For  telegrams  with  acknowledgment  of  receipt,  the  fixed  doty  will  be 
70  cents.     Urgent  telegrams,  three  times  the  tariff  for  each  text  word. 

Telegrams  dictated  in  languages  agreed  upon,  or  letters,  or  secret 
ciphers,  and  which  are  admissible  according  to  law  of  1875,  will  pay  a 
fixed  duty  of  20  cents  for  each  word,  or  lot  of  five  words  or  ciphers  in 
the  text.  In  legible  language,  as  well  as  in  secret  language,  double  will 
be  counted  for  every  auderlined  word.  When  a  cipher  or  number  is 
followed  by  a  letter,  it  will  be  considered  as  separate. 

BATES   OF   FKEIGHT. 

The  rates  of  freight  for  the  United  States  are  as  follows:  Dry  bides, 
IJ  cents  per  kilo  (2.2046  pounds);  bones,  $3.50  per  ten. 

For  Europe:  Live  animals,  ii'ora  $20  to  $25  per  bead;  frozen  meat, 
about  one-half  cent  per  kilo,  according  to  contract;  maize,  $4  per  ton. 


Oommercial  travelers  have  to  pay  a  National  Government  license  of 
$100  paper  >  a  year,  counting  from  January  to  December,  or  $50  paper 
more  than  last  year.  Oommercial  honaes  pay  licenses  according  to 
classification. 

BSYENDE. 

The  gold  revenue  for  the  year  1897  was  $31,226,100,  and  for  the  first 
six  months  of  1898  was  $16,673,354. 

The  internal  revenue  for  the  year  1897  was  $19,650,000,  and  for  the 
first  six  months  of  1898  was  $8,879,655. 

The  expenditure  of  the  Argentine  Republic  in  1897  was  $166,019,899 
paper;  revenue,  $162,311,600  paper. 

PATEHT  LAWS. 

The  patent  laws  of  the  Argentine  Republic  at  present  in  force  were 
promulgated  October  11, 1864. 

Subjects  for  patents. — New  discoveries  and  inventions  of  industrial 
application,  embracing  new  products,  new  methods,  and  new  applica- 
tion of  any  generally  known  means  of  reaching  certain  results  or  mana- 
facturing  new  producte. 

Term. — Patents  are  granted  for  five,  ten,  or  fifteen  years,  according  to 
the  merit  of  the  invention,  or  as  the  applicant  may  desire.    The  ratifi- 

■  The  Talne  of  tbe  paper  cnrreacy  ie  atated  in  a  anbaequeut  report  at  $2.50  paper, 
(Igold. 
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cation  of  foreign  patents  is  limited  to  ten  yeara,  bat  can  in  no  case 
exceed  the  term  of  tbe  original  foreign  patent,  with  which  it  concor- 
reuUy  lapses. 

When  the  term  of  application  for  an  ordinary  patent  exceeds  ten 
years  and  it  is  considered  cqnitable  by  the  commissioner,  the  papers  are 
forvarded  to  the  minister  of  the  interior,  vho  will  either  accord  or  limit 
the  term.     From  his  <Ieci8ion  there  is  no  appeal. 

Precantional  patents   are  granted   for  one  year,  this   term   being 

Govemment  fesa.— For  new  patents,  $82.66,  t206.66,  and  $361.66 
(paper  currency),'  must  be  paid,  according  to  the  term  granted,  of  five, 
ten,  or  fifteen  years,  respectively.  In  the  case  of  additions  or  improve- 
ments, one  quarter  and  a  half  of  these  respective  snms  must  be  paid, 
'  the  first  amount  if  the  applicant  is  the  grantee  of  the  original  patent 
and  the  second  if  it  is  some  other  person. 

TBADB-HABES. 

The  trade-mark  laws  of  the  Argentine  Bepnblic  bear  date  of  Angnst 
19,  1876. 

Duration. — ^The  term  accorded  for  the  exclnsive  eiyoyment  of  the 
rights  conferred  by  registration  is  ten  years,  renewable  indefinitely  for 
similar  terms  on  payment  of  the  prescribed  dniy  and  compliance  with 
the  nsnal  prescriptions. 

Oovemment  fees. — Registration  and  certificate  of  renewal  of  a  trade- 
mark, $41.33;  registration  and  transfer  of  a  trade-mark,  $20.67;  dupli- 
cate copies  of  certificates,  $1.13  and  cost  of  stamps  employed. 

BATBS  OF  EZCHANOE. 

Dnring  the  first  half  of  1898,  the  highest  rate  was  in  the  first  fort- 
night of  January,  namely,  48gd.  on  England,  and  the  lowest  rate  doling 
the  first  half  of  May,  namely,  47Ad. 

Bank  rates  to-day  are  as  follows:  On  England,  48d.  at  90  days;  on 
France,  5  francs  at  90  days:  on  New  York,  $1.06  at  sight;  on  Antwerp, 
6.06  francs  at  90  days;  on  Hamburg,  4.10  marks  at  00  days. 

Bank  disconnt  rates  stand  7^  per  cent  for  paper  and  6^  per  cent  for 
gold. 

KlHlMa  INDUSTEY. 

Sothing  new  or  interesting  can  be  said  in  regard  to  mines  and  mining 
in  this  country.  There  is  as  yet  nothing  to  report  for  the  amonnt  of 
money  which  of  late  years  has  been  invested  in  mining  machinery. 
The  different  gold-mining  companies  are  periodically  publishing  exag- 
gerated reports  of  what  they  are  doing  and  of  the  prospects  of  soon 
finding  the  precious  metal.  This  is  done,  I  suppose,  either  to  keep  up 
the  drooping  spirits  of  stockholders,  or  in  order  that  those  who  are 
carrying  heavily  may  unload  on  others,  who  may  be  induced  to  try  their 
fortones  in  an  indnstry  which  has  never  yet  paid  anything  on  the  capital 
invested.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  but  few  Americans  have  been  canght 
in  this  trap. 

SAI4ITABT  GOIfDITtON. 

The  sanitary  conditions  at  this  port  and  in  all  the  ports  in  my  district, 
as  well  as  in  this  city,  are  excellent,  No  epidemic  has  made  its  appear- 
ance, and  the  Glovemment  spares  no  money  in  keeping  the  streets 
clean.    The  water  supply  is  abundant  and  free  from  organic  matter. 


'See  footnote,  p.  769.  C  ilHHjIc 
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It  seema  necessary  that  some  reference  should  be  made  to  the  con- 
stantly increasing  number  of  letters  of  which  this  consulate  is  the 
the  recipient.  Every  mail  that  reaches  here  from  the  United  States 
briags  its  targe  quota,  Kot  infrequently,  the  number  received  by  a 
single  mail  reaches  70,  and  is  scarcely  ever  less  than  30.  A  large  pro- 
portion of  them  ask  for  reports  about  the  trade,  etc,  of  this  country. 
A  good  many  desire  information  for  the  purpose  of  coming  here  with 
their  families;  others  are  from  young  men  who  wish  to  find  employ- 
ment here.  The  first  prerequisite  for  obtaining  bu^feiness  employment 
here  is  a  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language.  It  is  the  medium  of 
all  transactions  and  interchange  of  thought,  and  it  is  money  thrown 
away  to  venture  here  without  snch  knowledge.  I  may  add  that  if  any 
Americans  persist  in  coming  herein  the  hope  of  bettering  their  con- 
dition, they  should  bring  enough  money  with  them  to  get  back  home 
again.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  as  I  know  by  actual  experience,  it 
will  only  require  a  short  sojonm  here,  where  labor  i»  cheap  and  paid 
in  depreciated  currency,  to  impress  them  with  the  blessings  they  have 
left  behind  them. 

There  seems  to  be  an  impression  in  the  United  States  that  there  is  a 
large  American  colony  in  this  country,  composed  of  families  perma- 
nently residing  here  for  the  purposes  of  trade  and  commerce.  This  is 
altogether  a  mistake.  There  are  a  few  permanent  merchants  in  Bnenos 
Ayres  who  are  engaged  in  the  export  or  import  trade  nith  the  United 
States,  but  the  greater  number  may  be  said  to  be  here  only  tempo- 
rarily. There  are  not,  perhaps,  150  Americans  in  the  whole  country, 
and  these  are  so  scattered  that  they  can  hardly  be  called  a  colony. 

D.  Mates,  Cotuul. 

BUKHOB  Atees,  October  39, 1898. 


FIKANCBS  OF  TSE  ABQENXINE  BEPUBLIC. 

Gonsol  Mayer  writes  from  Buenos  Ayres  December  2'J,  1898: 
The  budget  committee  of  the  chamber  of  deputies  appears  to  have 
done  its  work  conscientiously,  in  preparing  the  budget  of  national  reve- 
nue and  expenditure  for  1899.  It  disregarded  the  budget  presented  by 
the  ex-minister  of  tlnance  in  September  last,  which  was  based  upon  the 
conversion  of  gold  receipts  at  270  per  cent,  while  the  committee  has 
adopted  the  rate  of  20U  per  cent.  It  is  proposed  to  retain  the  impost 
directed  by  a  law  of  September  last,  of  10  per  cent  additional  upon  the 
value  of  the  bulk  of  all  imported  merchandise,  and  of  6,  4,  and  2j  per 
cent  respectively  upon  the  remainder,  the  rates  varying  according  to 
the  existing  daties.  The  tax  is  inequitable,  because  it  varies  between 
20  per  cent  and  100  or  more  per  cent  upon  the  duties  previously  paid, 
bnt  its  imposition  was  justified  last  year  by  the  necessity  of  providing 
for  the  defense  of  the  country,  and  its  continuance  is  defended  by  the 
necessity  of  covering  a  deficit. 

The  amount  of  the  floating  debt  on  November  6,  including  treasury 
bills,  was  $15,826,639  national  money  and  $22,891,763  gold,  against 
which  there  was  a  balance  in  cash  of  $6,040,622  nation^  money  and 
$1,020,132  gold,  leaving  a  balance  to  be  paid  of  $10,186,917  national 
money  and  $21,873,331  gold,  to  which  has  to  be  added  the  amount  due 
by  the  Government,  which  had  not  then  Ailfllled  the  formalities  neces- 
~«ftry  for  making  it  demandable.  The  committee  properly  advises  that 
this  demandable  debt  should  be  got  rid  of,  and  proposes  that  a  loan  of 
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$30,000,000  gold  should  be  obtained  gradually  and  at  short  dates,  apply* 
ing  to  tbe  iuterest  and  amortizatioD  the  annual  enro  of  t4,000,0U0  gold. 

The  estimated  expenditure  is  $26,920,632  gold  and  $98,946,052 
national  money,  beiug  (if  gold  be  converted  at  200  per  cent)  about 
$l,;iOO,000  national  mouey  lees  than  the  revenue.  The  ordinary 
expenditure  is  $1,318,350  more  than  that  of  this  year,  while  the  service 
for  tbe  payment  of  the  floating  debt  and  of  the  popular  loan  involves 
an  addition  of  $2,120,463  gold  and  $4,564,247  national  money.  The 
mariue  department  will  spend  $2,109,897  more  in  keeping  the  new 
ships  in  proper  condition,  and  the  new  ministry  of  agriculture,  the 
new  special  ofQce  for  the  alcohol  tax,  and  the  pensions  will  add  to  the 
budget  $1,&'»,6S3. 

On  the  other  h^nd,  the  expenses  of  the  ministry  of  the  interior  are 
reduced  by  $503,080,  principally  iu  the  post-ofQce  and  department  of 
hygieue  j  the  minister  of  education  spends  $700,118  leas  in  subventions, 
scholarsnips,  and  tbe  administration  of  the  national  council,  which  is 
to  pay  its  expenses  out  of  its  funds;  the  ministry  of  war  saves 
$338,524  national  money  and  $25,000  gold,  although  four  more  corps 
have  been  created,  by  reducing  the  administrative  expenses  and  the 
number  of  employees;  tbe  ministry  of  public  works  will  save  $665,000 
in  public  works  passed  to  the  extraordinary  budget,  and  $549,760  in 
salaries  and  expenses.  The  public  debt  absorbti  $21,308,331  gold  and 
$10,831,218  national  money;  salaries  are  about  $44,000,000  national 
money ;  general  expenses,  $36,750,000  national  money,  and  public  works, 
$18,(^50,140  national  money.  The  committee  advocates  ftirther  reduc- 
tions, as  follows:  Two  million  dollars  in  the  naval  department,  by  dis- 
arming the  ships  of  the  third  and  fourth  classes  and  half  disarming 
those  of  the  second  class;  $200,000  in  the  ministry  of  war,  by  redao- 
ing  the  army  by  2,000  men;  $2,300,000  gold  on  Belgrano  military  port 
and  the  Martin  Garcia  canalization,  by  giving  in  payment  fbr  tbe 
works  the  bonds  authorized  by  law.  It  is  also  suggested  that  the 
general  expenses  of  the  administration  might  be  reduced  by  $3,500,000 
more.  It  is,  however,  quite  safe  to  assume  that  congress  will  not  agree 
to  any  reduction  of  expenditure  which  involves  the  dismissal  of 
employees,  tbe  reduction  of  the  army,  the  disarming  of  the  fleet,  or  the 
suppression  of  subventions  or  of  public  works.  Indeed,  it  will  be  sur- 
]>rising  if  the  estimates  are  not  largely  increased  by  special  laws  passed 
during  next  session.  The  revenue  is  estimated  at  $41,870,867  gold  and 
$69,822,000  national  money,  being  $7,111,721  gold  and  $16,904,000 
uatioiial  money  more  than  that  of  this  year.  The  committee  advocates 
the  suppression  of  the  additional  duties  on  imports  and  of  all  the  duties 
on  exports,  showing  that  this  might  be  done  by  obtaining  a  loan  for  the 
execution  of  the  necessary  public  works,  estimated  at  $30,000,000  gold, 
and  by  obtaining  $500,000  gold  Ax>m  the  increase  of  duties  on  certain 
articles  which  are  not  prime  necessaries  of  life. 


COBDOBA. 

There  are  no  statistics  pablished  as  to  the  commerce  and  industry  of 
this  State.  I  receive  constantly,  and  have  distributed,  quantities  of 
circulars  from  business  houses,  but  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  results  from 
them.  Nine-tenths  of  the  wholesale  houses  purchase  in  Buenos  Ayres, 
because  the  larger  merchants  there  can  control  prices.  Long  credits 
are  the  rule.    The  foreign  houses  here  (Spanish,  Italian,  French,  and 
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Germaii,  in  order  of  importance)  havetfae  buainess,  simply  because  they 
grant  credits,  aud  are  supported  by  parent  establisbments  in  Bueuos 
Ayres  or  abroad ;  there  is  no  reason  why  a  United  States  honse  sliOQld 
not  do  eqnally  well  nnder  the  same  rnle.  On  account  of  the  results  of 
the  war,  united  States  stock  is  rising  in  the  eyes  of  this  people,  aud 
the  opportunities  for  trade  would  seem  to  be  good,  especially  in  Buenos 
Ayres  and  Rosario,  whence  it  could  be  rapidly  extended,  if  conducted 
on  principles  of  fair  profits  and  good  inalities.  This  is  a  favorable 
time,  also,  for  the  Chilean  boondary  question  has  been  settled,  and  this 
ooantry  will  soon  develop. 

John  M. Thome, 
COEDOBA,  October  3, 1898.  Vice-Cotuul. 

R08AItI0.> 

This  district  comprises  the  provinces  of  Santa  Fe,  Entre  Rios,  Cor- 
rientes,  and  the  eastern  (pampas)  portion  of  Cordoba.  The  port  of 
Bosario  is  the  one  through  which  passes  all  the  exports  and  almost  all 
the  imports  for  all  of  the  Argentine  Kepnblic  to  the  north  and  west, 
though  a  portion  of  this  domain  is,  theoretically,  in  the  vice-consulai- 
district  of  Cordoba. 

Nature  has  done  much  for  this  port,  and  man  but  little.  The  volume 
and  momentum  of  the  Parana  Biver  are  such  that,  with  little  or  no 
help  from  dredging,  there  is  the  whole  year  round  good  anchorage 
within  20  feet  of  the  banks  for  vessels  drawing  22  feet  of  water.  On 
these  banks,  bluffs  of  tenacious  clay,  (M)  to  70  feet  above  the  river,  are 
built  the  barraccas  or  warehouses,  in  which  the  hides,  wool,  hair,  grain, 
etc,  are  baled  or  bagged,  and  from  which,  through,  smooth  covered 
chutes,  or  often  in  suspended  troughs,  the  bags,  bales,  or  cases  of 
export  material  are  rapidly  slid  directly  into  the  holds  of  the  vessels, 
which  convey  them  to  their  foreign  destination.  In  many  places,  the 
railways  have  switches  running  alongside  platforms  on  these  high 
banks,  from  which  the  bagged  grain  is  shot  direct  from  the  estancias 
with  incredible  rapidity  into  the  hulls  of  the  waiting  steamers,  over 
the  slender -looking,  swaying  troughs.  Of  the  volume  of  this  traffic,  Z 
must  very  reluctantly  report,  I  am  unable  to  give  any  statistical  data. 
The  otBcials  of  the  port  either  do  not  keep  in  shape  for  separate  com- 
pilation a  record  of  their  export  trade  (which  I  think  is  probable),  or 
have  an  indisposition  to  ftarnish  it  for  our  ol!ilci»l  information.  I  have, 
after  the  most  strenuous  and  persistent  effort,  failed  utterly  to  obtain 
any  data  whatever  to  assist  me  in  this  report. 

POET  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

There  have  been  no  recent  changes  in  the  customs  rules,  port  regu- 
lations, quarantine  regulations,  or  wharfage  dues.  The  little  that  can 
be  accomplished  by  two  steam  dredges  that  are  constantly  employed  in 
loosening  the  rapidly  accumulating  sand  and  silt  of  the  river  bed,  to 
allow  it  to  be  carded  on  by  the  current,  is  about  all  that  is  being  done 
for  the  improvement  of  that  port,  many  permanent  improvements  being 
projected  but  not  accomplished,  which  is  probably  due  in  part  to  the 
financial  condition  of  the  country,  and  also  to  the  natural  disposition 
of  the  Hispano-Latin  race  to  not  do  anything  to-day  that  can  be  put  off 
till  to-morrow. 


'  In  reply  to  oironlar  of  August  S. 


oy  Google 
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TABIFP  OHAIfOBS. 

Of  cbanges  in  tariff  rates  on  imports,  there  have  been  recently  made 
the  following: 

Goods  fonnerly  paying  2J  per  cent  ad  valorem  nov  i>ay  5  ptx  cent; 
goods  formerly  paying  4  per  cent  ad  valorem  now  pay  S  per  cent;  gooda 
formerly  paying  5  per  cent  ad  valorem  now  pay  10  per  cent;  goods  for- 
merly paying  10  per  cent  ad  valorem  now  pay  20  per  cent;  gocnds  formerly 
paying  25  per  cent  ad  valorem  now  pay  35  per  cent  j  goods  formerly  pay- 
ing 50  per  cent  ad  valorem  now  pay  60  per  cent;  and  on  goods  paying 
specific  duties  there  is  an  advance  of  10  per  cent. 

TAXES. 

For  commercial  travelers  there  is  a  tax  of  $50  per  mouth  of  national 
money  (abont  $20  of  United  States  gold)  and  this  same  rate  is  charged 
to  any  commercial  hoase,  with  its  h^d  in  a  foreign  country.  Insurance 
agents  pay  $200  per  annum,  and  what  we  know  as  curbstone  brokers 
the  same.  The  owners  of  thrashing  macbiues  pay,  for  the  privilege  of 
operating  them,  as  follows: 

PeFMuinm. 

10  to  12  horsepower «aSO 

6  to  8  horsepower 300 

1  horsepow«r  or  less 160 

In  none  of  the  imposts  or  taxes  do  I  find  any  discrimination  what- 
ever against  the  United  Statea 

FREIQHT  BATB8. 

Freight  rates  vary  here,  as  everywhere,  according  to  the  demand. 
For  instance,  two  months  ago  they  were  firm  at  22s.  ($6.35)  for  Liver- 
pool; they  have  since  dropped  to  12s.  ($2.92)  and  are  now  firmer  at 
Ids.  to  17s.  ($3.65  to  $4.11). 

TRADE. 

Of  the  exports  to  the  TTnited  States  for  the  year  ending  Jnne  30, 
189S,  I  am  able,  i^m  the  records  of  this  ofilce,  to  report  the  following: 

[ValDw  In  United  SUIsa  gDld.] 

Bones ¥75,981.68 

CftUskins 21,B17.89 

CntUngs,  hide 1,441.15 

Feathers  (ostrich) 64.M 

OofttskinB 638,891.13 

Hair 166,614.11 

Hides 1,742,686.24 

KldskiDS 2,272.91 

HaoaskiDB 229.30 

Nutria  ikins 3,899.87 

Sfaeepskina 1,575.«3 

Woof 871,1*7.91 

Total 3,525,336.36 

I  have  also  been  able  to  compile,  from  nnofflcial  sources,  a  statement 
of  the  priuoipal  exports  of  the  entire  Argentine  Republic  for  the  first 
nine  months  of  the  current  year,  which  is  hereto  appended.' 

'  Replaced  by  a  statement  of  exports  for  the  entire  joar,  sent  b;  Consul  Ayers 
under  date  of  Jfaunary  23, 1899. 


^dbvGoo^^lc 
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Of  the  imports  into  this  disb^ict,  I  can  learn  nothing  with  positive 
or  even  approximate  esactness,  as  even  the  records  of  this  office  only 
show  what  bas  been  landed  at  this  port  from  the  United  States,  whereas 
much  of  the  supply  is  lauded  at  Bnenos  Ayres,  and  from  there  dis- 
tribated  throogb  the  provinces.  From  personal  observation  and  per- 
sistent inqairies,  I  am  enabled  to  report  thac  the  volume  of  trade  with 
oar  conntry  in  the  matter  both  of  exports  and  imports,  is  increasing, 
not  probably  with  great  rapidity,  bat  with  a  healthy  growth.  There 
seems  to  be,  on  every  hand,  an  awakening  to  the  advantage  to  the 
consumer  of  the  nearness  of  the  markets  of  the  United  Statra,  no  leaa 
than  of  the  general  saperiority  of  the  products  it  offers  for  sale.  It  is 
the  universal  verdict  of  traveling  representatives  of  American  firms, 
in  all  lines,  that  if  they  had  a  little  more  time  to  work  up  their  trade, 
or  fuller  samples,  or  could  give  a  little  better  terms  as  to  time,  etc., 
there  would  be  scarcely  a  Imiit  to  the  amoont  of  goods  they  could  sell 
here.  There  is  no  qneatioa  of  the  fact  that  our  goods,  machinery, 
implements,  hardware, fancy  groceries;  railway,  telegraph,  and  electric 
supplies,  and  last  bat  not  least  our  coal,  are  in  the  front  rank  of  popu- 
lar estimation,  and  with  a  proper  business  attention  to  the  wants  and 
requirements  of  this  peculiar  people,  the  United  States  can  stand  forth 
as  a  stalwart  competitor  with  the  other  producing  nations  of  the  world 
in  this  rich  market. 

Many  of  our  dealers  and  exporters  make  the  grievous  mistake  of 
sending  good  articles  on  orders  for  the  first  few  shipments,  until  they 
think  the  trade  is  secured,  and  then  allowing  the  quality  to  become 
deteriorated,  which  results  not  alone  in  the  loss  of  trade  in  that  article, 
but  also  in  loss  of  confidence  as  to  the  reliability  of  our  goods  in  gener^ 
In  the  matter  of  packing,  also,  there  is  frequently  too  much  laxneas. 
A  short  time  since,  a  large  shipment  of  railway  supplies  (car  material), 
in  all  337  packages,  came  to  a  railway  company  here  so  badly  cased  as 
not  to  stand  their  own  weight  in  being  lifted  out  of  the  ship,  resulting 
in  the  wreck  and  loss,  not  alone  of  the  goods,  but  of  the  reputation  for 
care  and  thoroughness  of  American,  manufacturers  and  shippers. 
Such  things  militate  against  our  country,  and  if  I  could  only  impress 
upon  our  manufacturers  the  absolute  necessity  of  practical  business 
judgment  in  packing  for  shipment  to  this  or  any  other  foreign  country, 
where  they  are  to  come  in  competition  with  the  careful,  painstaking 
methods  of  European  houses,  I  think  this  report  would  not  have  been 
written  in  vain.  As  to  the  necessity  of  a  closer  financial  relation,  that 
business  transactions  may  be  consummated  with  oar  own  banks  direct 
and  not  through  the  medium  of  English  banking  houses,  as  at  present; 
of  direct  lines  of  steamers  for  the  regular  and  rapid  transmission  of 
our  mails  and  goods,  with  sufBoient  subsidies  by  our  Government  to 
justify  perfect  regularity  of  service;  of  the  establishment,  at  a  central 
distributive  point,  of  warehouses  for  our  manufactured  goods,  with  res- 
ident agents,  who  would  grow  to  learn  the  people,  their,  customs,  their 
language,  and  their  financial  standiag,  and  with  a  system  of  credits 
that  would  enable  us  to  compete  also  in  that  regard  with  the  estab- 
lished European  houses,  I  ne^  not  reiterate  what  has  been  oft«n  and  bet- 
ter said  before,  and  what  is,  presumably,  the  chronic  cry  of  consuls  in  all 
the  Latin  American  ports.  These  matters  must  all  be  met  intelligently 
and  with  determination,  if  we  really  desire,  as  a  commercial  nation,  to 
have  onr  rightful  share  in  the  business  of  these  our  near  and  wealthy 
neighbors. 


^dbvGoO^^lc 
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Th«  time  of  tranBit  of  mail  bet^reea  Bosario  aDd  Tfew  Yorb  is  Qov 
about  thirty  days  by  slow  freight  steamer  direct,  or  thirty-five  days  by 
trana-Atlantic  lines  via  Ktiglaiid.  With  such  improved  service  as  might 
advautageoQSly  be  inaugurated,  this  time  conld  be  reduced  at  least  40 
per  cent,  with  corresponding  advantage  to  American  trade  and  interests. 

INDU8TEIBS. 

The  principal  indastries  of  this  district  may  be  enamerat«d  in  the 
order  of  importance,  as  follows :  Agriculture,  sheep  raising,  cattle  breed- 
ing, railways,  distilleries,  breweries,  tobacco  factories,  sugar  refineries, 
machine  shops,  and  wood-working  establishments.  All  but  the  first 
three  are  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  and  their  products  are  strictly 
for  home  consumption.  By  reference  to  the  tabular  statements  sub- 
mitted herewith,  it  may  be  seeu  what  of  the  products  of  the  farm,  the 
fold,  or  the  pasture  reach  the  United  States,  and  what  are  sent  toother 
countries  of  the  earth.  Within  the  scope  of  a  report  of  this  character 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  give  even  an  approximate  idea  of  my  impres- 
sions of  the  possibilities  of  production  in  agricnlture  and  its  collateral 
branches  of  sheep  and  cattle  breeding.  I  am  moved,  nevertheless,  to 
remark  that  this  fertile  district,  extending  over  an  area  Feoia  north  to 
south  of  750  miles,  and  from  east  to  west  of  almost  200,  as  level  as  any 
of  our  Western  prairies  and  as  free  from  stick  or  stone,  tree  or  shrub, 
watered  by  occasional  streams ;  with  a  soil  composed  of  a  layer  of  black 
vegetable  loam  from  C  to  36  inches  deep,  next  this  being  a  subsoil  of  a 
sandy-clayey  character,  and  under  this  still  a  bard  clay,  ordained  by 
nature  for  holding  the  rainfall  and  keeping  the  moisture  accessible  to 
the  grain  roots;  with  a  climate  ranging  from  57°  F.  in  winter  to  li°  in 
summer  on  an  average,  where  stock  does  not  require  housing,  where 
there  are  no  inclemencies  to  attack  the  comforts  of  man  or  beast  the 
whole  year  ronnd,  where  roads-are  easily  made  and  kept  and  ftee  from 
grades,  so  that  the  foreign  buyer  at  the  barrancas  on  the  river  bank 
can  easily  reach  a  market  place  for  the  crops  of  all  kinds  of  grain  the 
farmer  may  elect  to  cultivate,  offers  a  home  for  many  of  the  patient, 
overworkeii,  and  underfed  toilers  of  our  great  cities,  who,  with  only 
health,  strength,  and  energy,  and  the  skill  of  a  farmer,  may  even  without 
capital  make  for  themselves  homes  and  a  competence,  and  help  todevelop 
this  at  present  almost  wholly  uncultivated  Eden.  Here  grow,  with  no 
care  or  attention  after  the  crop  is  once  started,  foor  to  six  crops  annually 
of  the  magnificent  lucerne  (alfalfa).  The  very  ease  with  which  crops 
are  raised  seems  to  beget  a  lazy  lack  of  thrift,  and  the  denizens  seem 
to  lapse  into  an  indifi'erence,  which  I  am  convinced,  would  not  overtake 
American  farmers  in  the  face  of  such  opportunities.  The  larger  pro- 
portion by  far  of  the  farmers  of  the  Argentines  are  Italians,  with  little 
practical  knowledge  and  little  real  thoroughness  or  method  in  their 
tilling  of  the  soil,  yet  with  their  rude  appliances  and  slovenly  tillage 
those  fertile  fields,  of  whose  surface  not  a  tithe  has  been  tonched,  have 
yielded  in  the  past  year  enough  wheat  to  fnrnlsh  bread  for  the  millions 
of  the  llepablic  and,  as  the  table  of  exports  shows,  shipments  of  nearly 
700,000  tons  to  help  feed  the  balance  of  the  world.  What  this  one 
industry  would  arrive  at  under  careftil,  intelligent  fostering  can  only 
be  surmised.  The  crop  now  ripening  is  greater  in  acreage  by  fully  20 
per  cent  in  this  district,  and  although  it  has  been  somewhat  injured  in 
the  northern  portions  by  recent  frosts,  yet  by  reason  of  comparative 
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treedom  f^tn  iavaaion  by  the  locnst  peat,  the  yield  ia  varionaly  esti- 
mated at  from  25  to  35  per  cent  greater  tlian  that  of  1897.  Begarding 
the  locaats,  their  genas,  habits,  and  treatment,  I  hare  pleasure  in 
appending  hereto  an  article  from  the  Standard,  of  Buenos  Ayres,  which 
is  an  intelligent  and  exhaaatiTe,  thoagh  brief,  treatise  on  this  interest- 
ing bnt  deatrnctive  insect. 

As  to  the  sheep  breeding  indastry,  which  ia  next  in  importance  of 
those  of  this  district,  the  table  of  exports  shows  that  the  Argentines  are 
forging  to  the  front  aa  amongst  the  most  extensive  and  anccessfal 
aheep  breeders  in  the  world.  Among  the  sheep  prodacta  exported  in 
the  last  year  were  tallow,  over  21,000,000  kilos  (46,296,600  ponnds); 
wool,  over  151,000,000  kilos  (332,894,600  pounds) ;  akina,  over  17,000,000 
kilos  (37,478,200  ponnda),  and  nearly  2,000,000  frozen  wethers  as  mnt- 
ton.  Bnt  little  of  all  this  goes  to  the  United  States.  The  coarse  Cor- 
doba wool,  which  is  mostly  sought  by  oar  carpet  mannfactarers,  ia 
being  rapidly  bred  ont  of  the  market,  and  ia  supplanted  by  the  longer 
and  finer  wooled  LincolnandMerino,of  which  there  aremany large  and 
very  flne  docks  in  the  Argentines.  It  is  not  possible  to  dilate  as  fully  as 
I  should  like  on  the  unparalleled  progress  that  has  been  made  in  sheep 
fanning  here  within  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen  years.  A  writer  fully  cou- 
versant  with  the  subject,  after  an  exhaustive  review  of  all  its  phases 
of  development,  aaya  in  his  peroration: 


In  the  breeding  of  cattle  for  export,  also,  wonderfnl  progress  has  been 
made.  Where  the  wild,  sinewy,  and  useless  animals  formerly  roamed 
these  plains,  now,  under  intelligent  care,  herd  upon  herd  of  cattle  of  fine 
blood  browse,  useful  for  every  utilitarian  purpose  and  a  mine  of  wealth 
to  their  owners.  While  constant  and  valuable  additions  are  being  made 
to  the  great  herds  of  blooded  stock,  much  ia  being  exported^  as  the 
following  exhibit  will  show: 

Export*  0/  lire  tUKk,  firit  n JM  monf  A*  of  ISSH. 
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An  adjunct  of  the  cattle  industry  is  that  of  dairy  farming,  which,  as 
may  be  seen  by  reference  to  Miyor  James's  paper,  hereto  appended,  is 
becoming  of  constautly  increasing  importance,  for  reasons  anccinctly 
stated. 

In  Rosario,  there  are  aix  railways,  extending  to  the  north,  south,  and 
west.  They  are  owned  almost  entirely  by  English  capitalists  and 
operated  by  imported  employees.  The  shops  of  two  of  these  roads  are 
located  here  and  are  important  and  extensive  plants.  One  of  them, 
that  of  the  Central  Argentine,  occupies  a  space  of  about  2  square 
miles,  and  la  thoroughly  equipped  for  car  and  coach  building  and  engine 
repairing,  and  has  on  its  pay  roll  some  700  men.  Almost  all  the 
machines  are  English  made,  though  there  are  a  few  American  lathes, 
punches,  and  shears,  which  can  easily  be  picked  out  by  their  light  build 
and  better  finish.  Regarding  our  machinery  in  general,  I  have  been 
told  that  American  engines,  though  lighter,  will  do  more  work,  making 
much  more  rapid  revolutions  than  the  English;  but  require,  therefore. 
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more  care  in  lubrication,  etc.,  and  intelligent  atteiidaue«,  in  the  absence 
of  vbicb  the  engine  f^ils  and  is  condemaed,  not  tbrougb  ita  own  fanlt^ 
but  from  lack  of  proper  care.  American  thrasbing  machines,  being 
but  two-thirda  hb  heavy  and  doing  more  and  better  work  than  the 
English,  should  be  preferred,  but  for  the  same  reasou  are  more  liable 
to  get  out  of  order  than  the  more  clumsy  and  cumbersome  English 
machines.  For  this  reason,  they  have  failed  as  yet  to  supplant  the 
English  makes,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  American  machine  is 
sold  at  about  two-thirds  the  price  of  the  English  of  the  same  thrashing 
capacity.  If  painstaking  teachers  were  sent  with  our  machinery  to 
show  its  capabilities,  exhibit  it  at  fairs,  etc.  (men  who  can  speak  to 
thesepeople  in  their  own  language),  the  demand  for  American  machines 
for  agricultural  and  all  other  purposes  would  greatly  increase. 

Of  the  other  industries  of  this  district,  I  will  say  that  they  are  repre- 
sented by  many  large  and  well-conducted  establishments.  In  one  of 
the  cigar  and  cigarette  manufactories,  employing  about  300  bands 
(many  of  them  being  girls),  I  found  a  large  proportion  of  the  machinery 
to  be  of  American  manufacture.  This  is  a  model  ])lant.  They  consume 
a  little  more  than  3^  tons  of  tobacco  monthly,  iisiiigBahia  and  Virginia 
leaf  mostly,  immense  stocks  of  both  being  carried.  There  are  several 
large  distilleries  in  the  district,  besides  many  compounding  and  recti- 
fying establishments;  four  breweries  in  Rosario,  and  many  large 
machine  shops  for  ship  repair  and  such  heavy  work;  llouring  mills, 
with  latest  improved  American  machinery ;  fiiruiture  and  general  wood- 
working establishments,  in  all  of  which  some  of  our  machinery  is  in 
successfhl  operation,  with  a  prospect,  so  well  is  it  liked,  of  its  use 
increasing  when  business,  which  has  had  a  two  years'  season  of  unpre- 
cedented dullness,  begins  to  improve,  as  it  now  promises.  There  is 
also  a  very  extensive  sugar- re&niug  plant  here,  the  crude  sugar  being 
brought  down  the  river  from  the  northern  provinces.  Some  11,000 
tons  of  Argentine  sugar  have  been  exported  thus  far  this  year. 


An  instance  of  reward  for  persistent  effort  is  afforded  in  the  fact 
that,  after  many  years,  American  coal  is  beginning  to  be  used  by  the 
large  consumers  of  the  Plate  and  Parana  rivers,  and  is  giving  snch 
satisfaction  that  the  handlers  are  establishing  large  places  of  storage 
and  deposit  and  contemplate  putting  on  aline  of  steamers  to  transport 
it  to  the  various  storage  places  on  these  rivers.  An  English  railway 
ofBcial  told  me  candidly  a  few  days  ago  that,  after  a  fair  trial,  he  was 
convinced  it  was  a  better  coal  and  vonld  make  steam  more  rapidly  and 
economically  than  the  best  Cardiff'. 


Siuoe  the  inauguration  of  a  new  political  administration,  which  seems 
to  inspire  the  business  community  with  confidence  in  the  renewed  pros- 
perity and  prolonged  tranquillity  of  the  country,  the  currency  (paper) 
has  very  markedly  and  apparently  permanently  appreciated,  and  gold, 
which  two  mouths  since  was  quoted  at  275  to  286,  has  now  fallen  below 
260,  and,  in  &ct,  is  to  day  (October  26)  quoted  at  247. 

Begarding  the  inquiries  respecting  cotton  textiles,  I  will  say  that 
none  are  manufactured  in  this  district,  and  the  merchants,  handlers  of 
such  as  are  here  consumed,  avow  their  inability  to  furnish  the  precise 
technical  information  required  by  iustructions. 


r..,z.d.vCo(>t^lc 
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As  meager  as  I  feel  this  report  to  be,  it  yet  embodies  all  tbe  infonna- 
tion  on  ttie  points  tooched  that  I  have  been  able  to  obtain. 

Jatsxb  M.  ATims,  Contul. 
BoBABio,  October  36, 1^8. 


Prineipal  exporlt/ron  ArgntlittafoT  the  oalnujar  year  1398. ' 
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M  Attcb  Studard.) 


A  law  lias  been  recently  promuleated,  definiag  tile  means  to  be  adopted  by 
GoverumeDt  officials  and  citizens  of  tbe  Republic  for  the  destraotioD  -jf  loouHt^ 
tlie  entire  qneation  is  of  soch  momont  in  tbis  arricaltaral  country  that  it  sbODlt 


the  ' 

qneation  is  of  soch  momont  in  tbis  aKricaltaral  country  that  it  should  l>e 
properly  understood  and  not  passed  by  with  tbe  carelest  meDtiou  and  BDperficiat 
observation  that  is  meted  oat  to  many  things. 

First,  let  it  be  noted  how  little  was  tbooght  alioat  locnsts,  nntil  some  two  yeara 
ago  they  appeared  in  the  city  and  anborbe  of  Buenos  Ayros,  although  they  bad  rav- 
aged parts  of  Santa  Fe  during  several  yeara,  and  must  have  been  a  periodical 
scourge  in  tbe  country  in  earlier  days,  before  agricnlture  waa  of  imiiortance. 

Dwellers  in  town  oon  not  proptirly  anderatand  what  deetructiou  of  crops  means, 
and  it  is  natural  that  they  bear  with  iudiSeronce  about  what  ^eota  other  people  at 
a  distance,  bat  when  myriads  of  locostfl  clouded  the  sky  and  alighted  to  disHgure 
local  qiiintoa,  the  object  lesson  was  begun,  and  the  newspapers  were  frill  of  theories 
of  the  best  niQtbods  of  destmction,  altbouf^h  moat  people  nod  a  sense  of  the  Itnpo- 
teucy  of  hnman  action.  A.  few  weeks  previonsly,  the  leading  merchants  of  Bnenos 
Ayrea  had  formed  a  committee  and  anbscribed  fnnda  to  obtain  the  best  acientiflo 
advice  on  the  subject,  becnnae  it  ia  no  nse  to  treat  a  disease  till  it  has  been  properly 
diagnoaed.    There  waa  at  the  time  a  prevailing  Idea  that  our  locnsta  hadB<^ 


uent  breeding  gronnd,  from  whence  they  emerged  to  maraud,  althoneh  n 
''''ougbt  they  came  jrom  distant  lands,  possibW  (torn  Mexico  or  Africa.,  i 

■X  uaelesa  to  do  anything.    The  beat-informed  people  were  qnito  at  fault  about  the 


habits  of  lociiata,  until  Professor  Bmner's  intere«ting  and  modestly  written  book 
appeared,  givins  the  reanlts  of  information  gathered  by  the  merchants,  conunittee 
from  many  willing  obsorvera,  who  from  all  parts  of  the  Republic  answered  the 
tabttlateil  inquiries.  Although  further  study  is  neceaaary,  owing  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  undertakine  and  the  vaatnesa  of  the  country  to  be  explored,  Profesaor  Bruner 
was  able  to  eetablish  on  evidence  some  facta  that  are  in  tbe  highest  degree 
reassuring,  and  serve  to  save  uaeless  eipendituce  of  money  opon  many  impraoti- 
cable  methods. 

Tlio  large  migratorv  locust  of  tbe  Argentine  Republic  was  recognized  as  a  separate 
species,  unA  called  ''Bcbistocerca  Faranensis"  by  Burmeister  in  1861,  and  there  is 
now  no  doubt  that  it  is  peculiar  to  the  tomperate  regions  of  Routh  America  and  is  not 
a  world-wide  traveler.  That  being  the  ease,  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  know 
acciirati'.ly  ita  life  history  and  to  take  advantage  of  habits  that  render  it  relatively 
easy  of  destruction,  and  possibly  of  anniliiiation.  Most  locusts  of  North  America. 
like  tbe  "  tacura"  of  tbe  South,  of  this  country,  are,  so  to  speak,  grasshoppers  and 
hard  to  catch,  but  the  "Faranensis"  species  are  migratory  and  grogarioas,  and  trom 
their  habit  of  "bunching"  comparatively  easy  to  kill,  especially  during  the  tarlier 
stages  of  nxistonee.  We  will  not  attempt  to  define  tbe  methods  of  destmction, 
which  are  many,  and  it  is  very  inncb  a  consideration  of  their  most  convenient  and 
economical  applicntion;  bnt,  at  any  rate,  we  have  very  good  authority  for  saying  that 
the  excellent  work  already  done  has  had  an  ^preciahle  effect,  and  that  the  swarms 
now  appearing  in  the  north  of  Santa  Fe  are  fewer  and  smaller  than  last  year. 

The  Oovemment  commiasion  has  recently  published  some  revised  " inatruction " 
under  this  head,  and,  bearing  in  mind  the  excellent  work  done  and  tbe  study  of 
tbe  questioD  by  many  aubcommiaaiona,  it  is  regrettable  to  find  an  erroneous  state- 
ment to  the  effect  that  migratory  locnats  breed  eight  times  or  oftoner  every  year. 
This  statement  can  not  have  the  authority  of  Professor  d'Herculiiia,  because  it  la  on 
eetabliahed  entomological  fact  that  our  locust  is  normally  single- brooded,  although 
occasionally,  there  may  be  exoeptiona  to  this  rule.  Instead  of  inhabiting  a  perma- 
nent breeding  gronnd,  the  Bcbistocerca  Paranenais  hibematea  in  the  norUiwest  and 
comes  down  in  epriug  to  lay  cgga  that  develop  into  a  fresh  brood.  This  brood, 
after  a  period  of  continual  hard  eating,  develops  wings  and  ultimately  Ities  away  to 
remain  m  winter  iiuarters  about  seven  months  and  to  become  fully  developed  insects, 
thus  completing  the  cycle  of  life  in  one  year. 

The  rei.'ion  nioai  frei)uented  durinz  winter  seems  to  be  northeast  of  Cordoba  and 
Santiago  del  Eatero  and  the  north  of^SantaFe  and  Kutre  Rios,  bnt  not  theCbacoto 
any  great  extout.  These  regions  are,  so  to  speak,  near  at  home,  and  if  tbe  enerey 
olroady  displayed  in  many  quarters  is  continued  and  inoreaacd.  there  Is  little  doubt 
that  a  terrible  plagne  may  bo  averted,  or,  at  any  rate,  reduced  to  moderate  propor- 
tions, by  hard  work  and  natural  agencies,  and  without  waiting  for  any  heroic  or 
sensational  remedies.  There  is  no  doubt  that  many  crops  can  beeavedbynBlngthe 
methods  of  destruction  now  emplo^edj  and  It  will  be  a  great  pity  If  the  wo»  of 
destroying  locusts  is  hindered  by  indifference  or  by  neglect  of  an  obvious  duty, 
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Tbe  dairy  intereata  of  the  PioTince  of  8ant>  Fe  an  of  very  recent  growth,  and 
ma;  be  said  to  be  in  the  transitory  state  from  the  purely  pastotal.  The  inoentive 
has  not  been  bo  much  an  iucieased  demand  for  butter,  choeae,  and  milk,  though  this 
liaa  been  an  important  factor,  as  tbe  more  reoent  opening  of  the  European  markets 
for  Argentine  steera.  A  very  little  tuperienco  soon  proved  to  the  Argentine  eetnn- 
cioro  tnat  he  could  not  ship  steers  proBtftbly  to  ports  as  distant  as  Liverpool,  for 
instance,  without  taming  the  unimals,  and  this  necessitated  tame  dams,  and  the 
easiest  mode  of  aohieving  this  end  was  to  divide  tbe  herds  and  allot  a  more  or  less 
greater  number  of  cows  to  Italian  or  Basque  families  to  be  milked,  the  primary 
object  beine  the  speedy  aud  healthy  KTowtn  of  steers  for  enportation.  Tbe  cows 
were  milked  only  in  the  morning  anil  then  sent  to  the  pastures  with  their  calves,  the 
latter  being  separated  from  them  in  the  evening  and  conSned  iu  small  paddocks 
during  the  night.  This  system  appears  to  attain  thedesiied  result  Tbe  calves  are 
oontiuaed  on  a  milk  diet  much  longer  than  if  their  dams  were  not  milked  by  hand, 
aud  tbe  mixed  feed— milk  and  pasturage— keeps  them  in  a  thriving  condition  until 
the  cows  dry  np,  when  they  are  prepared  to  oontinae  tbeir  fciowth  on  grass  alone. 

At  first,  tliis  milk  was  made  up  into  cheese,  but  as  the  quality  was  not  suitable  for 
export  the  local  market  soon  became  overstocked  and  tbe  attention  of  the  producer 
was  turned  to  butter  making.  English  importing  houses  having  tbcir  purchasing 
agents  >n  tbe  ground  to  instruct  them  in  tbe  matter  of  making,  pac^king,  and  ship- 
""^g-  This  BjHtem  has  not  proved  as  profitable  as  would  be  supposed,  on  acoount  of 
I  isolated  positions  of  the  estanclas,  and  the  difficulty  of  making  shipments  of  a 
iform  quality,  apoint  of  considerable  importance  to  large  dealers  in  England.  The 
next  step,  obviously,  was  the  establishment  of  great  central  factories,  fitted  with  the 
most  edective  machinery  and  refrigerating  installations  known  to  sclenoe  and 
mechanics,  constructed  and  ovrnedby  the  wealthy  prodoce  dealers  of  London.  These 
were  erected  near  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  central  skimming  stations  were  estab- 
lished at  various  points  on  tbe  railways — a  great  English  company  bos  seven  teen  of 


s; 


le  Southern  Kail  way  alone— aud  from  these,  the  ortiam  is  sent  to  tbe 
factory  after  having  been  reduced  to  the  proper  temperatnre,  and  is  then  made  into 
butter  for  export.  One  factory  is  now  making  4  tons  of  butter  a  day,  and  is  estab- 
lishing skimming  stations  wherever  there  promises  to  beasatflcientiiaaiitityofniilk 
tojustify  the  expense.  One  is  now  being  erected  in  Las  Kozas,  in  thin  Piovince,  and 
doubtless,  there  will  be  many  more  springing  up  in  every  available  or  promising 
center  on  the  railways  running  through  the  rich  alfaJfa  districts  of  the  province  of 
[Janta  Fe. 

The  oows  w«  rarely  stall  fed  or  given  anything  to  eat  besides  the  pasture  of  the 
rich  fields  of  tbe  pampas.  Hero,  alfalfa  grows  more  luxuriautly,  perhaps,  than  iu 
any  part  of  the  wes'.em  continent.  There  are  fields  of  alfalfa,  leagues  in  extent — 
those  of  tbeBenttz  Brothers,  for  instance,  at  estancia  La  California,  near  LasKozaa, 
which  have  bettn  Judiciously  grazed  for  years,  show  no  sigus  of  deterioration. 

The  eetabiiehnieut  ander  my  charge— the  Carcarana  creaiuery- is  rather  excep- 
tional in  this  country,  from  the  fact  that  a  higb-class  cheese  is  made,  only  Jersey 
cows  and  grades  are  kept,  and  they  are  milked  morning  and  evening,  the  cslves 
being  orought  np  by  hand.  In  fact  it  is  worked  on  the  lines  generally  accepted  by 
dairy  farmers  in  the  States,  the  only  object  beiug  to  get  tbe  greatest  ifnontity  of 
rich  milk  to  be  made  into  cheese,  tbe  raising  of  steers  for  export  not  t>eing  even  a 
collateral  object.  The  oows  are  fed  on  ground  feed—maize,  bran,  enred  alfalfa,  etc., 
to  supplement  the  pasturage.  Cheese  is  made  to  meet  the  home  demand,  though  the 
export  of  the  prodnct  has  Deen  tried  aud  has  promised  success.  The  cheese  made  is 
that  known  as  Ameriosn  cheddar. 


8UPPLEMBNTJRT  REPORT. 

Sugar. — The  prodaotioa  of  sugar  in  the  provincea  of  TacnmaD  aud 
Salta^  ftom  Hay  to  September  of  cnTrent  year,  amoanted  to  58,885 
tooa,  of  vhich  60,762  tons  were  prodaced  in  Tucoman,  where  eagar  is 
the  principal  indastry. 

Freights, — Freight  rates,  though  quiet  on  account  of  tbe  descent  of 
gold,  are  firm.  The  latest  Is  now  21  shillings  (S5.10)  in  wheat  charters 
for  Febroa^  and  March  steamers. 

TToo^— Wool  stock  accau]ulatesqnietl7,with9,000,000kilo8(19,841,4UO 
ponods)  on  hand,  of  which  60  per  cent  is  heavy  crosa  Market  for  all 
grades  is  steadily  declining. 
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Cotton  goods, — Wliat  are  knowQ  as  cotton  (or  caiitoii)  flannels  all 
oome  from  tLe  United  States.  Tbe  other  cotton  goods  of  all  grades 
come  almost  exclasiyely  from  England  and  G^ermaDf . 

Agricultural  implemenU. — The  most  intelligent  and  thorough  of  the 
formers  of  this  district  are  the  Swiss-O^nuans,  and  these  obtain,  as 
rapidly  as  they  can  afford  to  buy  tbem,  American  agricnltnTal  imple- 
ments, including  threshers  and  engines.  It  needs  only  a  season  of 
tangible  prosperity  to  increase  this  well-estabUshed  demand,  which  our 
producers  should  be  ready  to  meet  here  on  the  gronnd. 

Immigration. — It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  Italian  Steamship  Com- 
pany, controlling  a  line  to  the  Eiver  Plate,  is  about  to  put  on  two 
additional  steamers  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  the  increased 
immigration  that  is  expected  here  from  Italy  this  year. 

Outlook  for  crops. — Mr.  H.  B.  Coffin,  an  American,  and  an  eminent 
authority  on  agricultural  mattors,  says,  in  speaking  of  the  outlook  fi>r 
crops  in  his  district  (Oarcarana),  "  the  condition  of  the  crops  is  good, 
although  late  frosts  would  destroy  from  10  to  15  per  cent  of  wheat  in 
flower.  If  locusts  come  now,  they  will  be  on  the  eve  of  depositing  their 
eggs,  and  will  do  but  little  harm.  The  yonng  take  forty  days  to  hatoh 
and  fifteen  to  twenty  more  to  be  able  to  do  harm,  and  the  wheat  will 
then  be  beyond  their  reach.  The  maize  in  January  will  be  more 
exposed."  As  Mr,  CofSn  is  a  member  of  the  National  Locust  Commis- 
sion, his  statements  are  quite  ex  cathedra. 

Coal. — Regarding  the  market  for  coal  here,  I  have  a  note  from  the 
resident  agent  of  the  only  United  States  coal  that  seems  to  have  effected 
an  entrance  here  in  competition  with  the  English  (or  Cardiff)  coats,  as 
follows : 

FocahinitBfl  coal  is  at  the  disposal  of  onr  inen.of-w»  at  the  following  ports :  Montft- 
Tldeo,  La  Plata,  Bnenoa  Ayrea,  Santos,  and  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  a  constant  snpplf 
will  be  on  hand  from  Jannary  1,  1899.  We  have  hrought  into  the  River  Plate  more 
than  16,000  tons  for  Argentine  raUways,  and  we  now  Iiave  10,000  tons  afloat  for  these 
markets.  * 

This  wedge  has  been  inserted  in  the  coal  market  by  the  company 
having  sent  a  competent  man  here  to  travel  and  work  up  the  trade. 
This  has  not  been  a  matter  of  a  few  weeks  or  months,  or  an  outlay  of  a 
few  hundreds  of  dollars.  Once  in,  on  equal  tarms,  the  product  will  proba- 
bly sell  by  its  superior  qualities.  The  same  rule  of  striving  for  trade 
in  many  other  lines  would  doubtless  bring  about  like  results. 

Eschange. — The  paper  money  of  the  country  is  rapidly  appreciating 
in  value,  the  fall  iu  gold  being  quite  sudden  enough,  under  less  frivora- 
ble  Bunonndings,  to  produce  a  financial  panic.  It  has  produced  a  quite 
perceptible  depression  in  bosiness  ventures. 

Jaheb  M.  Atbbs,  Consul. 

EosAElo,  November  10, 1898. 


ABOEHTINE  A0RICT7LTUSE  IH  1888. 

Consul  Ayers  writes  from  Bosario,  January  23, 1899: 
I  give  below  copy  of  a  report  made  by  Mr.  William  (Goodwin  to 
English  correspondents,  as  te  the  relative  condition  of  the  wheat  crop 
of  this  and  former  years.  We  agreed  that  a  revised  estimate  of  this 
season's  crop  would  foot  up  an  excess  of  2,000,000  tons.  Mr.  Goodwin 
says: 

Taken  all 
have  been  ni 
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etall;  satiafactory,  it  is  criiiHideied  that  the  loSM*  of  prevjona  lean  yeAra  hftve  been 
to  b  great  extent  covered,  so  that  a  fair  start  is  now  made  and  a  ayole  of  fjood  eea- 
eons  may  be  expected,  the  principal  asseta  carried  forward  being  a  splendid  crop  of 
wheat,  safe  in  stack,  nnlesa  we  have  heavy  rains  in  Jannarj,  aou  a  large  increase  in 
the  floclcB  and  herds,  with  prospect  of  good  maize  crops,  ae  well  aaplentifal  gTasMS. 

The  fall  in  the  price  of  gold  has  therefore  been  tempered  to  all  coDoemed,  and 
with  another  year,  new  conditionB  of  rental  and  credit  will  be  aettted  to  suit  the 
improved  cnrrency. 

Iiocnsts  do  not  cansa  so  mach  alarm,  now  that  the  possibility  of  lieeping  their  rav- 
agM  within  bounds  in  the  cultivated  districts  baa  been  demons tratoci,  and  since  it 
is  known  that  their  habitat  is  confined  to  the  Bennblic,  ho  that  when  they  can  be 
followed  to  their  hibernatins  quarters  the  proceks  of  eitermtnation  vrill  not  t>e 
impossible.  At  any  rate,  the  loenst  plagne  has  tanght  individnals  to  do  some  work 
for  public  good  withont  relying  altogether  on  the  Oovemment.  Thisni^w  departure 
resulted  from  the  action  of  a  lew  Buenos  Ayres  merchants,  who  subsnribeil  a  large 
■nm  of  money  for  tbo  expeneee  of  thuronghly  studying  the  life  history  of  t£e 
A^eutine  locust. 

So  many  disappointments  have  resulted  from  efforts  to  forecast  the  wheat  crop 
that  we  are  all  very  sby  of  saying  much  this  year,  and  the  conxcqiieiioe  may  be  low 
estimates,  but  it  is  now  probable  that  the  export  of  ISSQ  will  be  as  large  as  In  1894 
(1,600,000  tons)  and  may  reach  2,000,000  tons,  because  there  are  no  failure*  of  nop 
in  any  district  and  quality  will  be  Kenerally  good. 

The  feature  of  the  year  will  Im  too  crop  of  Buenoe  Ayres  province,  of  which  the 
moet  glowing  accounts  are  received,  and  if  the  yield  is  up  to  appearance,  this  item 
in  the  balance  sheet  will  be  of  Importance  in  the  present  export  as  «ell  as  in  Aitnie 
cultivation,  and  will  haeten  the  sontherly  trend  of  wheat  growing. 

The  fall  in  gold  cuta  down  the  paper  price  received  by  growers  very  severely,  hot 
there  will  be  a  saving  in  the  price  of  bags,  thrashing,  and  railway  freight  that  makes 
a  oousideralile  difference  on  the  other  side;  and,  after  all,  it  is  the  yield  that  most 
affects  the  result  of  a  crop  to  a  farmer. 

The  inclosed  table,  which  is  renlly  calculated  backward  ftom  the  exports  becsuae 
tliere  aro  no  reliable  statistics  of  acreage,  works  out  in  accordance  with  what  was 
generally  thought  to  be  the  yield  each  year,  showing  very  great  difference  in  variona 

It  is  not  likely  that  wheat  growing  can  tnoreaae  materially,  nnless  the  ImptoTed 
condition  of  the  oarrenoy  or  some  other  obvious  inducement  attracts  a  large  immi- 
pation ;  bnt,  on  the  other  hand,  there  la  no  reason  to  expect  any  fUling  of^becauae 
the  class  of  Italians  who  till  the  soil  ore  not  fitted  for  any  other  work,  and  will  go 


ments  of  iiring  are  so  small  that  they  can  get  along.    Aa  long  aa  cheap  land  and 
cheap  living  are  obtainable,  tbla  will  oe  a  wheat  growing  and  exporting  country. 

MMxe  wiu  alwaye  l>e  cultivated,  bnt  the  export  will  depend  more  on  tne  oondltion 
of  the  cattle  trade — always  Buppoaing  that  there  is  no  great  drought  and  conseqaent 
AUnieof  crop — than  on  prioea,  Decanse  stook  feeding  will  increasevery  largely  with 
the  improvement  of  the  olaas  of  animals  and  the  advent  of  mixed  farming,  and  it  Is 
moreoonvenienttoexport  maize  in  the  form  of  meat;  but  thefutnreof  wheat  export 
la  beyond  donbt,  beeanae  home  conanmption  can  not  increase  with  production. 

Calonlation  of  ArgeKUyu  wheat  cropl. 
(Copied  ftom  offlelal  report  of  oathorlud  grain  IsipecUir  of  Biier  Plate.] 
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In  compliance  with  Department  circalar,  I  tranemit  report  on  tbe 
commerce  of  Bolivia  for  the  first  six  months  of  1S98. 

B«eelpt>  of  "^  cMtaiH-hauoo  of  Arina  Awring  thejlrtl  »Us  ma»IJu  of  1S9S. 

[Vtiam  In  boUTlanoa.] 
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The  importation  of  the  cnstom-lionse  of  La  Paz  dariiiff  the  first  six 
moDtbs  of  1808  was  as  follows: 

BollTbauM. 

UltramariDe  articlea 149,908.03 

WuTehouBe  rent 0, 628. 19 

Local  taxes 3,283.43 

Keoogpitlona 68.  BO 

Sugar  and  molMsm 17,146.39 

Pemviau  brandj 767.04 

Additional  tax  of  20  per  cent.    29, 968.63 
Valne  in  United  States  cnrrenoj 


Chillim  bTandy 4.80 

Penalttw 1,068.10 

Foreign  alcnbol 27, 254. 40 

Pem^analcobol 1,966.20 

Policies  and  guides 620.00 


The  exportation  of  the  custom-bi 
months  of  189S  was  as  follows: 

BollTluoa: 

Silver,  coined 1,876.66 

Silver  ores 36.83 

Bobber 19,821.16 

Gold 243.17 

Tin  and  bismnth 1,088.99 

Valne  in  United  States  currency 


Total 236,452.70 

$98,483.00 

e  of  La  Paz  doriug  the  first  six 
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The  exchange  in  La  Paz  daring  the  first  six  months  of  1898  flnctoftted 
as  follows : 
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GSBA£DO  ZiXLEB,   VtoeOoTUUl. 
La  Paz,  January  SO,  1899. 


REPORT  FROM  CONSULATE-GENERAL  AT  RIO  DE  JANEIRO,  i 

Ou  accoant  of  the  absence  of  any  official  figures,  it  is  impossible 
to  give  a  detailed  statement  of  the  commercial  movement  of  Bio  de 
Janeiro  for  the  first  halt  of  the  correot  year.  A  fairly  correct  approxi- 
mation of  the  trade  will  demonstrate  that,  with  the  exception  of  one  or 
two  articles,  imports  have  very  considerably  decreased  in  quantities. 
This  fact  is  chiefly  dae  to  the  severe  financial  crisis  throagh  which  the 
United  States  of  Brazil,  or,  more  correctly,  the  coffee-producing  States 
of  Brazil,  are  now  passing.  The  serious  depreciation  in  the  value  of 
coffee,  caused  by  overproduction,  has  redaoed  the  purchasing  power 
to  such  a  degree  that  the  utmost  ei^onomy  lias  been  forced  upon  com- 
merce in  all  Its  branches,  and  principally  those  which  touch  foreign 
markets. 

A  modification  of  the  im[)ort  duties  stimulated  the  importation  of 
some  articles  during  the  firat  quarter  of  the  year,  particularly  cotton 
goods  and  Portngnese  wines.  But  the  alarming  depreciation  of  the 
Brazilian  currency  embarrassed  such  of  the  dealers  as  had  gold  obliga- 
tions maturing,  and  finally  led  to  various  failures,  or  suspensions,  in 
which  large  sums  were  involved.  In  most  cases  these  were  compromised 
privately,  and  by  this  action,  the  actual  amounts  involved  and  tbe 
names  of  the  parties  interested  were  not  allowed  to  be  published. 

Since  last  April,  when  the  lowest  point  was  touched  (5gd.  per  milreis), 
there  has  been  a  decided  advance  in  the  exchange  value  of  the  currency. 
This  improvement  is  chiefly  due  to  the  "moratorium"  obtained  by  the 
Brazilian  Government  in  June  irom  its  (Loudon)  creditors,  by  which 
arrangement  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  foreign  funded  debt  of 
Brazil  and  some  other  gold  engagements  has  been  postponed  for  three 
years.  Speculation,  ever  on  the  alertj  has  further  developed  appre- 
ciation in  the  value  of  the  milreia,  which,  on  June  30,  was  qnoted  at 
T^d.  In  other  words,  the  gold  value  of  the  paper  milreis  advanced 
from  11}  to  15  cents.  The  injurious  influence  of  theae  oonstant  flnotn- 
ations  in  the  currency  npon  commerce,  and  particularly  npon  the  import 
trade,  is  self-evident,  and  the  old  experience  repeats  itself — the  prices 
of  the  necessities  of  life  ire  very  slow  to  adapt  themselves  to  the 
increased  currency  value.    There  is  no  change  yet  noticeable  in  tiie 


'  In  reply  to  Departnient  circular  «f  Angoet  6,  1898. 
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prices  of  foodstoSb  or  olothiog.  It  may  bd  a  long  while  before  the  ben- 
efits reanlting  from  the  appreciation  of  the  currency  vill  reach  liie 
working  classes. 

It  is  probably  dae  to  recent  bitter  experiences  that,  DOtvlthatandlng 
the  present  advance  in  the  gold  valneof  the  Brazilian  coirency,  import- 
ers refrain  from  entering  into  large  ventnres.  Many  seem  to  fear  a 
reaction,  for  which  there  is  no  lack  of  precedent  in  the  later  history  of 
Bi'azil.  While  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  there  are  earnest,  and 
almost  pathetic,  efforts  made  on  the  part  of  Brazil's  leading  men  to 
eatablish,  or  reestablish,  this  country  on  a  sound  economic  basis,  it  can 
not  be  overlooked  that  they  have  to  contend  with  grave  difficulties, 
and  the  process  of  establishing  a  permanently  sound  and  solid  basis 
for  commerce  and  trade  must  necessarily  be  slow. 

Through  an  Infatuation,  similar  to  that  which  prevailed  in  our  South-  * 
eru  States  prior  to  the  rebellion,  when  "cotton  was  king,"the  Brazilian 
planters  in  the  great  States  of  Bio  de  Janeiro,  S^  Paulo,  and  Minas 
Geraes,  intoxicated  by  the  extreme  prices  that  were  ruling  in  the  coffee 
market  np  to  the  year  1896,  virtually  abandoned  the  production  of 
all  foodstuffs,  and  concentrated  ail  their  efforts  upon  coffee  culture. 
Hence  all  the  ordinary  articles  of  consumption  had  to  be  imported — 
imported,  not,  as  it  was  the  ease  with  our  Southern  States  before  I86I, 
from  different  sections  of  the  same  country  (one  part  of  the  nation  buy- 
ing from  the  other)  but  from  abroad,  which  required  payment  in  gold. 

When  the  coffee  prices  were  at  their  height,  affordiug  large  profits 
to  the  producers  and  dealers,  a  great  financial  "boom"  set  in,  which 
strongly  inflaenced  the  commercial  and  industrial  life  of  the  whole 
nation.  Fictitious  values  were  created,  large  responsibilities  and 
exi>eiiilitnre»  incurred  by  the  Government,  as  well  as  by  private  enter- 
priser, .tnd  when  coffee,  the  great  Brazilian  staple,  received  its  first 
serioas  check  in  1896,  the  trade  of  Brazil  was  unprepared. 

The  value  of  coffee  has  steadily  declined  since,  and  the  balance  due 
foreign  markets  has  been  but  slowly  reduced.     During  the  months  of 
March  and  April  of  the  current  year,  a  general  suspensmn  of  payments* 
seemed  uniileasantlynear  the  import  trade  of  Brazil. 

The  above-mentioned  financial  arrangement  of  the  Brazilian  Govern- 
ment averted  this  disaster.  It  isapparent  that  the  creditof  this  coantry 
has  suffered  badly,  bnt  also  that  the  severe  experience  of  the  past  years 
will  not  be  thrown  away  upon  the  Brazilian  people,  and  will  serve  as 
a  lesson  for  the  ftitore.  WhatAver  they  may  have  lost  recently,  the 
leading  men  have  not  lost  their  great  resources,  their  intense  love  of 
country,  and  their  ardent  desire  to  rehabilitate  Brazil  in  the  eyes  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  restore  to  it  the  confidence  this  country  has  always 
inspired  abroad  almost  from  the  first  moment  it  entered  upon  its 
national  existence. 

As  a  matter  of  necessity,  the  importation  of  some  articles  has  been 
very  much  reduced — for  instance,  Indian  corn,  which  Brazil  has  hereto- 
fore imported  in  enormoas  quantities  from  the  Kiver  Plate,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  two  crops  per  annum  can  generally  be  obtained 
on  its  own  soil.  As  to  the  other  articles,  only  the  quantities  required 
for  Immediate  consumption  appear  to  have  been  imported. 

The  present  period  is  certainly  not  very  favorable  for  an  attempt  to 
extend  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Brazil.  Not  that  I  wish  to 
discourage  intelligent  and  energetic  efforts  in  this  direction;  on  the 
contrary,  yow  is  the  time  to  sow  the  seeds  for  a  harvest  to  be  reaped 
when  the  times  become  better.  I  would  advise,  however,  for  the  present, 
the  utmost  prudence  in  new  transactions.    The  success  of  our  trade  in 
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Brazil  now  depends  less  on  the  acknowledged  saperiority  of  tbe  goods 
-with  which  we  come  to  this  market  than  od  tbe  ability  of  tbe  pros- 
pective Brazilian  buyers  to  pay  for  tbem. 

Owiug  to  the  precarioos  conditions  of  finance  and  trade  prevailing 
at  present  in  Brazil,  the  realization  of  the  cherished  project  of  estab- 
lishing an  American  bank  here  and  a  new  steamer  line  between  the 
TJoited  States  and  the  ports  of  Brazil  must  necessarily  be  retarded.  A 
much  reduced  import  trade  and  a  steamer  freight  rate  of  10  cents  per 
bag  of  coffee  (110  Iba.)  from  Rio  to  New  York,  are  facts  not  calculated 
to  stimulate  new  American-Brazilian  steamship  enterprises. 


As  to  the  Brazilian  tariff,  the  financial  conditioQ  of  the  Government 
has  forced  upon  it  a  change  nearly  every  year  for  the  last  eight  years. 
In  every  case,  the  duties  have  been  increased.  During  tbe  past  year  a 
mixed  commission  of  Government  officials,  merchants,  and  manufac- 
turers organized  the  tariff  that  went  into  effect  on  January  1, 1S9S,  a 
translation  of  which  was  transmitted  to  the  Department  of  State  by 
Minister  Conger  immediately  after  its  publication.' 

But  even  this  tariff  has  not  prodnced  the  requisite  revenne,  and 
another  increase  will  probably  take  place  in  a  very  short  time.  The 
present  Congress  will  undoubtedly  submit  important  changes,  among 
which  will  be  tbe  propositlou  to  collect  a  part  of  the  import  duties  in 
gold.' 

PATBKTS,  MBECHANDISE  MAEKS,  ETC, 

In  reply  to  the  circular  of  the  Department  of  State,  I  have  to  report 
that  there  is  no  legal  requirement  in  Brazil  causing  goods  of  for^gn 
manufacture  to  be  marked  with  a  stamp  of  origin.  Patent  rights 
are  granted  npou  application  through  the  recognized  agents  bere,  and 
most  articles  manufactured  in  foreign  conntriea  are  protected  by  their 
registered  trade- marks. 

Cottons. — It  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  accurate  information  regard- 
ing tbe  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  in  Brazil,  as  this  branch  of 
the  few  home  industdes  is  almost  exclusively  controlled  by  foreign- 
ers— Knglishmen,  Germans,  and  Frenchmen — who  guard  the  secret 
of  their  methods  very  jealously.  The  textile  industry,  particularly  so 
far  as  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  is  concerned,  has  made  some 
progress  lately  in  Brazil.  Cotton  weaving  is  well  established  here,  and 
most  of  the  larger  mills  spin  their  own  thread,  or  even  famish  it  to 
others.  A  large  quantity  of  thread,  some  of  it  dyed,  comes  from  abroad. 
But  since  1895,  the  import  of  cotton  goods  into  Brazil  has  8t«adily 
decreased,  from  S.5,000  packages  in  1895  to  26,000  packages  in  1897. 
For  1898,  the  decrease  ia  still  more  considerable,  due  partly  to  increased 
home  production,  partly  to  diminished  con.sumptioD,  forced  by  the  "  hard 
times."  The  import  duties  on  cotton  goods  collected  by  the  Brazilian 
Government  were  115,186,940  milreis  in  1896  and  88,187,113  iu  1897,  a 
decrease  of  26,999,827  milreis.  There  are  about  $16,000,000  invested  in 
the  Brazilian  cotton  industry,  which  employs  about  200,000  operatives, 
mostly  women  and  children.  The  wages  are  extremely  low.  Skilled 
and  experienced  men  earn  5  to  6  milreis  (75  cents  to  II),  children  1 
milreis,  and  women  from  3  to  4  milreis  a  day  of  ten  to  twelve  faoar& 
As  the  Brazilian  cotton  is  of  a  very  fine  quality  and  abundant,  it  will 

' Printed  in  Advance  Sheota  No.  Gi, Much  18i  CoDanlftr  ReporUNo.  212,  May,  1898. 
•See  Advance  8be«t8  So.  267,  November  7:  CoqbqUt  Reports  No.  221,  Janaary,  1899, 
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be  more  difficult  from  year  to  year  for  the  importers  to  compete  with 
borne  induBtry.  The  low  rate  of  eichange  is  particularly  favorable 
to  the  cotton  msnafacturers  here,  and  nearly  all  declared  dividends  for 
the  first  half  of  1898. 

Industries. — Excessive  daties,  stamp  taxes,  etc.,  have  almost  entirely 
banished  foreign  candles,  matches,  and  beer.  Iliey  gave  way  to  the 
"national"  prodoct.  The  material,  however,  for  those  "national" 
products  in  each  case  comes  from  abroad;  the  chemicals,  sticks,  and 
boxes  for  matches  all  come— or  nntil  very  recently  have  come — from 
Germany,  whence  come  also  the  malt  and  the  hops  for  the  beer  brewed 
in  Bio,  while  nearly  all  the  tallow  nsed  by  the  candle  makers  comes  from 
the  Kiver  Plata,  This  anomaly,  which  involves  a  serionsloss  in  revenue 
to  the  Government,  seems  to  attract  bnt  little  attention. 

In  connection  with  the  industries  of  Brazil,  I  desire  to  mention  two 
American  enterprises  recently  established  here,  each  of  which  conveys 
an  interesting  object  lesson — a  branch  of  the  Diamond  Match  Company 
and  the  refining  works  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company.  In  consequence 
of  the  very  high  duties  on  matches,  the  Diamond  Matuh  Company 
organized  a  stock  company  here  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
branch  factory.  Prominent  Brazilians  were  interested  in  the  enter- 
prise; machines  were  sent  from  the  United  States, and  the  manufactur- 
ing was  begun  on  a  large  scale,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
The  Brazilians  have  a  new  national  enterprise,  the  Diamond  Match 
people  the  majority  of  stock,  the  price  of  matches  has  considerably 
decreased,  and  the  profits  are  said  to  be  very  considerable.  I  have 
learned  that  similar  branches  have  been  established  in  the  Argentine 
Republic  and  in  Chile  and  Pern. 

A  gloomy  contrast  to  this  bright  picture  is  presented  by  the  venture 
of  the  Standard  Oil  Company.  This  company  erected,  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  Bio,  on  the  Ilha  do  Governador,  an  extensive  refining 
plant,  costing  about  $500,000.  The  works  were  put  in  operation  in 
January,  1897,  and  up  to  January,  1893,  refined  272,000  cases  of  crude 
oil  sent  from  the  United  States,  Their  very  prosperity  seems  to  have 
been  their  misfortune.  Special  demands  were  made  upou  the  manage- 
ment, and  refused,  when,  suddenly  and  without  warning,  ataritf  act 
passed  the  Brazilian  Congress  which  brought  the  fine  and  expensive 
works  to  a  standstill  with  a  jerk.  The  daty  on  refined  oil  was  lowered 
from  140  reis  a  kilo  to  70  reis.  The  plant  has  been  idle  since  the  1st 
of  January.  Whether  it  will  ever  resume  its  activity  depends  on  the 
next  Congress. 

UNITED  STATES  TRADE. 

As  yet,  American  merchants  and  manufacturers  are  far  from  having 
their  legitimate  share  of  the  Brazilian  import  trade,  and  they  have  to 
work  for  it  with  the  same  tenacity  and  thoroughness  as  their  European 
competitors,  who  came  here  many  years  before  them.  In  this  connec- 
tion, I  desire  to  reiterate  what  I  have  said  in  former  reports — the  prac- 
tice of  trying  to  attract  business  bycompiliug  comprehensive  catalogues 
is  absolately  aseless  here.  They  would  serve  their  purpose  only  if  an 
agent  who  speaks  the  Portugnese  language  ttuently  would  present 
them. 

An  American  trade  paper  published  here  in  the  Portuguese  lan- 
guage, or  ju<licious  advertising  in  the  local  press  of  Bio,  wonld  far  bet- 
ter serve  the  interests  of  American  trade.  Americans  must  remember, 
however,  that  Spanish  is  quite  as  much  a  foreign  language  as  English 
io  Brazil    So  many  of  those  that  come  here  trying  to  represent  Amer- 
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ican  iiif^erests  are  helpless,  because  they  speak  neither  Portngaese  nor 
French.  The  Europeans  doing  business  in  Brazil  as  a  role  speak  Eng- 
lish and  German,  besides  Portuguese  and  French,  which  fact  is,  of 
course,  greatly  to  their  advantage. 

I  inclose  a  list  shoving  the  quantities  of  the  leading  articles  imported 
in  1897  and  1898.  The  very  remarkable  decrease  in  the  imports  ia 
partly  due  to  diminiehed  cousumptioo,  partly  to  an  increased  home 
production. 

That  the  justly  celebrated  Americau  bams  cot  such  a  small  figure 
here  is  principally  due  to  the  fact  that  they  are  not  packed  appropri- 
ately for  the  Bio  market.  I  was  assured  that  a  great  many  of  the 
so-called  English  hams  sold  here  originated  in  Ohicago  packiug  houses. 
They  go  by  way  of  England  solely  for  the  parpose  of  being  repacked 
there  to  suit  the  Brazilian  climate. 

Of  the  53:2,437  tons  of  coal  imported  here  in  1897,  only  11,405  came 
from  the  United  States.  These  were  imported  for  the  gas  works,  and 
not  a  pound  went  to  a  dealer.  As  American  coal  need  not  fear  a  fair 
competition  in  this  market,  I  hare  endeavored  ever  since  my  arrival 
here,  last  January,  to  help  secure  for  it  its  legitimate  share  of  the  trade, 
and  1  think  I  will  soon  be  able  to  show  results. 

For  further  details  and  snggestions  as  to  trade  and  commerce  in  Bra- 
zil, I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  previous  reports  to  the  Department  of  State.' 
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EXOHANGB. 

The  table  of  exchange  valaeB  I  give  below  affords  ao  inlereating 
stady  to  finaQciers  and  exporters.  I  may  add  that  the  present  rate 
of  exchange,  low  as  it  still  is,  will  probably  not  remain  at  iUt  present 
flgare  very  long,  A  downward  movement  is  expected  by  mauy  toward 
the  end  of  November. 

Forrign  exekangt  at  Rio  in  18SS. 
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Jul)' '. . . 
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The  qaotations  on  London,  Paris,  and  Hamborg  are  the  extreme 
posted  rates  for  90  days'  sight  bills;  those  on  New  York,  for  bills  at. 
sight;  in  all  cases,  for  bauk  paper. 

TBANSPOBTATION. 

I  give  below  a  statement  of  steamship  lines  calling  at  this  port: 
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The  steamship  lines  to  and  from  the  United  States  have  formed  a 
trust  and  adopted  a  uniform  schedule  of  freight  for  the  transportation 
of  coffee  from  Santos  and  Bio  to  the  United  States.  Until  recently 
they  charged  40  cents  per  bag  of  60  kilos  (110  pounds),  then  they 
tedooed  their  rate  to  15  cents,  and  since  the  middle  of  September  their 
fireight  rate  is  10  cents  per  bag  of  60  kilos. 

POST  OHABGES. 

Light  dues,  100  milreis  (gold)  or  $5.40;  hospital  dues,  1.920  milreis 
(26  cents)  each  man  of  the  crew,  including  officers,  and  also  IS  milreis 
(92.52)  for  each  vesselj  pass  fees,  9.800  milreis  (11.37). 
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Stamp  duty  os  freight  (ootward),  i  and  10  per  cent. 

These  charges  are  all  in  paper  currency,  except  light  duea,  as  above.' 

POET  EEGULATIOHS. 

A  vesael  coming  in  has  to  wait  at  the  free  port  for  the  visit  of  health 
and  customs  officers,  who  have  to  examine  bills  of  health  issued  by  the 
Brazilian  consuls  abroad  and  to  receive  the  consular  manifests  and  all 
other  papers  referring  to  the  ship's  cargo.  When  all  has  been  found  in 
order,  the  captain  is  allowed  to  proceed  to  the  final  anchorage,  where 
the  discharge  can  begin  as  soon  as  all  the  custom  house  papers  aro 
ready.  Steamers  belonging  to  regular  lines  and  enjoying  packet  privi- 
leges can  begin  discharging  and  loading  as  soon  as  the  ship's  papers 
have  been  found  iu  order,  and  need  not  wait  until  the  custom  papers 
■  are  ready. 

During  the  winter  time,  i.  e.,  from  April  to  November,  vessels  are 
allowed  to  discharge  and  load  alongside  the  wharves  and  warehouses. 

Geueral  cargo  is  almost  always  disoharged  into  lighters  and  thence 
into  the  custom-house,  or  warehouses,  called  "  trapit^es." 

Bulk  articles  are  discharged  ou  shore  direct  during  the  winter  months. 
Oofiee  is  received  into  lighters  and  transported  to  the  vesBels. 

RAILWAY  OOHPANIES. 

The  Estrada  de  Ferro  Uentral  do  Brazil  and  the  Leopoldina  Railway 
Company,  Limited,  provide  means  of  communication  by  land. 

The  freight  on  goods  is  subject  to  charges  according  to  the  rise  or 
fall  in  exchange.  This  applies  to  both  the  above  lines.  Printed  tariffs 
are  issued  from  time  to  time. 

EuoBNE  Seegbb, 

Oonaul-  Qeneral. 
Bio  db  Janeiro,  October  15, 1898. 


BRAZILIAN  TRADE  IN  1898. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1898,  the  financial  horizon  of  Brazil  was 
covered  with  dark  clouds.  Everybody  seemed  to  feel  that  a  disaster 
was  approaching.  Political  diffiisulties  of  a  serious  nature  added  to  the 
dangers  of  the  already  critical  situation,  and,  to  cap  the  climax,  the 
price  of  cofl'ee,  Brazil's  great  staple,  went  steadily  down. 

England,  Brazil's  chief  creditor,  became  alarmed.  Brazilian  4  per 
cent  bonds  were  quoted  at  42J  in  London  iu  the  latter  part  of  April, 
and,  after  a  slight  reaction,  at  the  same  price  in  May.  The  foreign 
banks  here  withdrew  their  funds  as  fast  as  practicable,  and  are  said  to 
have  remitted  to  their  European  offices  not  less  than  £1,000,000  dnring 
the  first  four  months  of  the  year. 

There  was  no  doubt  that  only  heroic  measures  could  save  the  coun- 
try's finances  from  utter  wreck,  but  no  agreement  could  be  reached  as 
to  the  method  and  direction  to  be  adopted.  Some  of  the  rural  press 
and  a  certain  element  in  the  cities  were  clamoriug  for  a  suspension  of 
the  Interest  ou  the  foreign  debt     Importers  complained  that  the 
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national  tTeasury  was  absorbing  an  dxcessive  pait  of  the  excliange 
fdruistied  by  tbe  exports  of  the  coantry.  To  tbis,  the  official  organs 
replied  that  the  necessities  of  tbe  Government  abroad  (the  interest  on 
tbe  debt)  were  known,  and  the  imports  ought  to  have  been  curtailed. 
lu  tbe  month  of  May  a  committee,  appointed  by  an  influential  asso- 
ciation kuown  as  the  "Oentro  Commercial"  (headquarters  at  Kio), 
visited  President  Moraes  and  handed  him  a  memorial,  in  which  the 
sustwnsion  of  the  payment  of  interest  oq  the  foreign  debt  was  not 
exactly  advocated,  but  very  plainly  hinted  at.  President  Moraes 
answered  that  the  Government  was  snccessfnlly  negotiating  with  parties 
abroad  for  a  financial  arrangement  which  would  ameliorate  the  financial 
strain  under  which  the  nation  was  suflering.  From  this  declaration 
dates  the  beginning  of  the  improvement;  it  terminated  the  acute  stage 
of  the  crisis. 

The  result  of  those  negotiations  was  the  often  quoted  "moratorium," 
a  contract  between  the  Brazilian  Government  and  its  (English)  cred- 
itors, signed  June  IG,  1898,  which  provides  that  the  interest  on  tbe 
funded  foreign  loans  during  the  next  three  years  should  be  paid  in  five 
per  cent  bonds.  The  interest  guaranties  to  railroad  companies  oper- 
uLing  in  Brazil  with  English  capital  were  included  in  this  arrangement. 
It  would  be  an  exaggeration  to  say  this  contract  gave  universal 
satisfaction.  The  optimists  were  disappointed;  the  pessimists  more 
than  pleased.  It  was  certainly  the  best  that  Brazil  could  obtain,  and 
the  foot  that  the  exchange  market  was  relieved,  at  leaet  for  three 
years,  of  Government  interference,  to  the  extent  of  about  £3,000,000  a 
year,  was  a  decided  immediate  gain.  It  was  a  herculean  task  for  the 
minister  of  finance  to  annually  convert  enough  of  tbe  revenae — received 
in  irredeemable  and  depreciated  paper  money — into  gold,  to  meet  tbe 
requirements  of  tbe  foreign  debt. 

The  arrangement  with  the  London  creditors  necessitated  some  simi- 
lar measure  with  the  holders  of  gold  loans  in  Brazil,  and  in  June,  a 
decree  was  published  reconverting  into  bonds,  earning  5  per  cent  paper, 
some  140,0(10,000  milreis  that  in  1890  had  been  converted  from  5  per 
cent  paper  interest  to  4  per  cent  gold  interest.  A  premium  of  22  per 
cent  was  ofiFereil  tbe  holders  of  this  debt,  and  the  result  of  the  transac- 
tion was  guaranteed  by  the  banks  of  Bio.  It  was  perfectly  successful, 
for  only  some  600,000  milreis  were  presented  for  payment,  which,  in 
accordance  with  the  law  of  1890,  were  payable  in  currency.  This  recon- 
version left  only  the  18C8  gold  loan  and  the  1889  gold  loan,  both  held  in 
Brazil,  to  be  timted,  and  authority  to  enter  into  some  agreement  with 
the  respective  holders  was  granted  by  Congress  as  an  extra  clause  in 
tbe  budget  law  of  1890. 

The  following  table  shows  tbe  statp  of  the  funded  debt  of  Brazil  on 
BecemberSl,  1898: 

FoKJgu  total i:35,758,3M 

Bomeatic,  cnrrency milreis..     491,619,100 

Bomealic, gold,  loan  of  1868 do....      11,584,600 

Domestic, gold,  loanof  18T9 do....      24,679,000 

Domestic,  gold,  lo»n  of  1889 do....     109,694,000 

The  1897  loan  had  been  largely  transferred  to  Europe,  and  waa 
included  in  tbe  Londoa  contract.  Of  the  1889  loan,  only  18,350,000 
milreis  are  in  circalatiou,  tbe  balance  being  held  by  the  treasury,  which 
pnrebased  it  with  gold  deposited  by  banks  of  issue,  whose  privilege 
was  afterwards  canceled. 

Of  coarse  everybody  undeistands  that  the  "moratorium"  does  not 
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cooatitute  a  solatiou  of  Brazil's  great  flnancial  problem,  bat  merely 
an  opportunity  for  solntioD.  The  next  iinportaut  step  is  economy  and 
reform  in  the  National  Government,  and  President  Uampoa  Salles 
stands  publicly  pledged  to  it.  His  great  administrative  ability  is 
acknowledged  everywhere.  If  it  is  true,  as  generally  rumored  in  busi- 
ness circles,  that  since  December,  negotiations  have  been  pending  in 
Loudon  with  a  syndicate  backed  by  the  Bothschilds  for  the  sale  or 
lease  of  the  great  Central  Railroad  of  Brazil  (a  very  valuable  Govern- 
ment property,  although  for  various  reasons  uuproductive  of  late),  and 
that  these  negotiations  are  likely  to  come  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion, 
Brazil  will  leap  from  financial  misery  into  prosperity  at  once.  There 
would  be  a  sharp  and  sudden  rise  of  exchange  and  Brazilian  securi- 
ties, the  currency  would  reach  a  stage  of  reasonable  stability,  and 
commerce  and  trade  would  recover  from  their  feverish  condition  and 
become  normal. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  of  1899,  these  net  gains  are  appar- 
ent: Inauguration  of  governmental  reforms;  strongly  increased  confi- 
dence at  home  and  abroad;  and  a  fair  foundation  for  a  sound  money 
system,  through  the  10  per  cent  gold  duties  collected  nnder  the  new 
terid'  law. 


The  tariff  law  of  1898  evidently  favored  some  articles,  particularly 
mannfactUTes  of  cotton,  and  wiues  of  a  certain  alcoholic  degree, 
imports  of  which  increased  considerably  during  the  year,  even  before 
the  levying  of  10  per  cent  in  gold  on  foreign  imports  came  op  for  dis- 
cussion. In  other  articles,  the  receipts  nearly  all  show  a  decrease  as 
against  the  figures  for  last  year,  although,  either  because  of  the  rise  in 
exchange  during  the  last  quarter  or  because  stocks  became  very  much 
reduced,  there  was  an  increase  during  this  period.  The  imports  of  cot- 
ton goods  were  particalarly  large  in  November  and  December. 

Here  are  some  details  concerning  the  imports: 

Bean»  and  pease. — The  receipts  were  94,136  hags  of  foreign  against 
106,447  bags  in  1897-   TSo  quotations  are  furnished. 

Beer. — The  light  beers  of  native  production,  aided  by  the  daties,  have 
nearly  driven  foreign  beer  out  of  the  market.  The  total  receipts  in  1898 
vere  1,190  packages,  of  which  1,097  were  British,  against  3,045  pack- 
ages in  1897.  Guinness'  stont  was  quoted  from  229000  to  23«000  (93.16 
to  $3.22) '  per  dozen. 

Butter, — Fraice  suppUes  the  greater  part  of  this  article.  In  1898,  the 
total  receipts  were  ^,479  cases,  of  which  32,517  cases  were  French, 
which  were  quoted  at  2*600  to  3*060  (36  to  43  cents)  per  half  kUo.  In 
1897,  the  receipts  were  51,243  cases. 

Candles.  —  The  domestic  article  also  competes  sharply  with  the 
imported.  In  1898,  receipts  were  6,898  oases  against  10,962  cases  in 
1897.  Prices  ranged  from  840  to  860  reis  (11.7  to  12  cents)  per  packet 
for  common  to  940  to  960  reis  (13.1  to  13,4  cents)  for  the  better  qualities. 

Cement. — Belgium  is  one  principal  source  of  supply.  In  1898,  of  a 
total  importation  of  136,960  casks,  86,902  casks  were  Belgian.  In  1897, 
receipts  were  196,790  oasks.  Quotations  varied  from  19*000  to  21tOI»0 
(*2.66  to  $2.94)  per  cask  for  British  to  12*500  to  16*000  (*1.75  to  *2.10) 
for  Belgian. 

'Taking  the  market  Tklae  of  tte  BraiiliMi  milnia  H  li  eeuti. 
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Codn*h.—Tb!ei  receipts  in  1898  were  125,870  packages,  or  45,057  pack- 
ages Canadian  or  Newfoandland;  28,871  Norwegian,  and  51,942  sun- 
dnes,  the  last  being  for  the  most  part  Newfocndland  fish  shipped  via 
Kew  Y«rk.  In  1897,  the  total  imports  were  150,395  packages.  Daring 
the  year  Canadian  fish  varied  between  401000  to  OOtOOO  ({5.60  to  tS.40) 
per  dram,  and  Norwegian  from  509000  to  65(000  ($7,00  to  (9.10)  per 
case. 

Flour, — ^The  imports  of  foreign  for  1898  were  273,137  barrels,  against 
3^,533  barrels  in  1897.  The  two  local  mills  produced  the  eqaivalent 
of  645,250  barrels,  against  584,707  barrels  in  the  preceding  year.  Amer- 
ican flour  was  qnot«d  at  the  extremes  of  351000  to  80(000  (14.90  to 
(11.20):  Ktver  Plate  from  28(000  to  73(500  ($3.92  to  (10.29),  and 
domestic  flour  from  33(000  to  80(000  ((4.62  to  (11.20)  per  barrel. 

£ay.— Receipts  were  285,987  bales,  a^inst  286,033  bales  in  1897,  all 
from  the  Biver  Plate.  Extreme  quotations  were  125  to  250  reis  (1.7  to 
3.5  cents)  per  kilogram  (2.2  pounds). 

Indian  corn. — In  1898,  imports  of  foreign  were  422,286  bags,  against 
1,264,097  bags  in  1897.  Prices  for  River  Plate  corn  varied  between 
7(300  ((1.02}  and  I2(U0U  ((1.68)  per  bag  of  62  kilograms  (136  pounds). 

KerogeTie. — Receipts  were 430,286  cases,  against  475,767  cases  in  1897, 
and  extreme  quotations  were  8(500  to  16(000  ((1.19  to  (2.24)  per  case. 

Lard, — The  imports  reached  161,455  kegs  and  16,434  cases,  against 
128,285  kegs  and  13,735  cases  in  1897 ;  a  quantity  of  lard  in  pails  was 
also  received.  Prices  for  American  ranged  from  640  reis  to  1(200  (8.9 
to  16.8  cents)  per  pound. 

Pine,  pitch. — In  1898,  the  receipts  were  26,018,837  feet,  against 
25,940,429  feet  in  the  preceding  year.  Quotations  were  74(000  to 
87(000  ((10.36  to  (12.18)  per  dozen  of  378  Unear  feet. 

Pine,  ^ruce, — The  receipts  were  4,575,161  feet,  against  6,095,115  feet 
in  1897,  and  the  extreme  prices  quoted  were  83(000  to  90(000  ((11.62 
to  (12.60)  per  dozen  of  378  linear  feet. 

Pine,  white, — The  imports  amounted  to  5,174,312  feet,  against 
5,830,964  feet  in  the  preceding  year.  Extreme  quotations  were  180  to 
320  reis  (2.5  to  4.4  cents)  per  foot. 

Pork  and  bacon, — Under  this  head  are  included  only  the  supplies 
from  the  United  States.  A  considerable  quantity  of  English-cured 
bacon  is  received,  bnt  the  custom-house  appears  lo  have  included  it 
nnder  the  class  of  hams.  In  1898  the  receipts  were  18,102  barrels,  3,900 
half  barrels,  and  1,037  cases,  against  52,104  barrels,  14,207  half  barrels, 
and  9,777  various  packages  in  1897.  American  pork  comes  into  direct 
competition  with  tiie  native  article,  and  the  smaller  supply  most  prob- 
ably was  caused  by  an  increased  prodaction  in  the  oonntry.  Extreme 
qnotations  for  foreign  daring  the  year  were  1(380  to  2(100  (19.3  to 
29.4  cents)  per  kilogram  (2.2  pounds). 

Rice, — The  receipts  were  1,118,342  bags  from  Rangoon  and  11,982 
bags  via  Europe;  total,  1,130,324  bags,  against  1,237,277  bags  in  1898. 
The  extreme  quotations,  per  bag  of  60  kilos  (132  pounds),  were  from 
20(000  to  24(000  ((2.80  to  (3.36). 

Rimn.—Iti  1898,  the  imports  were  21,289  barrels,  against  21,346  in 
1897.  Prices  varied  from  21(000  to  26(000  ((2.94  to  (3.64)  per  barrel 
of  280  pounds,  according  to  quality. 

Sptrttt  of  turpentine.— In  1898,  the  receipts  were  9,380  cases,  against 
7,914  cases  in  the  preceding  year.  Extreme  quotations  were  1(000  to 
2(500  (14  to  35  cents)  per  kilogram  (2.2  poonds). 
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Wine. — The  imports  were  received  from  the  foUoTing  conntnea: 
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Only  the  cominoa  Porta^uese  and  Spanish  vinee  are  qaoted  in  the 
market,  and  the  extremes  in  1898  were,  per  pipe,  2501000  to  500$000 
($35  to  $70),  according  to  quality. 

The  following  were  also  imported : 
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Aa  I  have  reported  before,  an  American  firm  (the  Toms  Greek  Coal 
Company)  was  the  lowest  bidder  for  famishing  120,0(10  tons  of  coal  for 
the  Central  Railroad  of  Brazil,  owned  by  the  (iovernmeut,  bnt  it  some- 
how or  other  did  not  obtain  the  contract,  although  it  offered  all  the 
secority  requisite  for  the  lalflllment  of  the  contract  according  to  the 
official  specifications.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  in  the  near 
future  American  dealers  will  succeed  in  securing  a  fair  share  of  the 
Brazilian  coal  trade.  Unfortunately,  no  reliable  statistics  are  available 
here  I'Ogarding  the  import  of  American  manuf^tured  goods.  A  steady 
increase  in  this  direction  is  noticeable,  especially  in  machinery,  elec- 
trical goods,  glassware,  optical  instruments,  plated  and  metallic  ware. 


The  year  was  very  unsatisfactory  to  the  dealers,  or,  as  we  would 
call  them,  the  "jobbers,"  who  serve  as  middlemen  betweeu  the  factors 
^vhoreceive  the  coffee  from  the  planters,  and  have  only  a  slight  interest 
in  maintaining  prices)  and  the  exporters,  who  naturally  endeavor  to 
purchase  as  cheaply  as  possible.  The  dealers  are  therefore  called 
upon  to  lock  up  considerable  sums  in  the  purchase  of  coffee  fit>m  the 
factors,  and  must  await  the  demand  from  the  exporters,  thas  exposing 
themselves  to  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  market,  not  only  thatof  coffee, 
but  also  the  exchange  market,  the  fluctuations  in  which  are  incessant. 
The  monthly  extremes  of  prices  were  not  excessive,  save  in  April,  when, 
under  the  belief  that  an  import  duty  ou  coffee  was  immineat  la  tJie 
United  States,  a  sharp  demand  spmng  up,  which  caused  an  advance 
to  16$600  (»2.18)  per  arroba  of  type  No.  7,  bnt,  a 
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proved  baeelesa,  a  aerioas  declioe  eoBned,  The  extreme  prices  for  "So, 
7  daring  the  year  were  91000  to  151600  (11.26  to  92.18)  per  arroba, 
Agaiast  lOtSOU  to  16$000  ($\M  to  t2M)  in  1897,  and  13$500  to  21$700 
(|l^  to  t3.03)  in  1896. 

The  planters  showed  great  uneasiness  under  the  steady  decline  in 
prices,  which  has  now  extended  over  nearly  three  yeara,  and  raised  the 
usoal  complaints  that  they  were  reduced  to  poverty.  Wheu,  however, 
their  attention  was  called  to  the  very  large  amount  in  oarrency,  quite 
400,000,000  milreis  (t 56,000,000),  that  the  last  Bio  and  Santos  crops 
most  have  placed  in  their  hands,  and  it  was  suggested  that  their  cry 
of  poverty  might  produce  a  bod  effect  on  the  foreign  markets,  the  com- 
plaints decre^ed  and  finally  ceased.  What  the  past  crop  really  pro- 
duced as  a  net  result  to  the  planters  it  is  impossible  to  estimate,  but 
the  average  price  daring  the  calendar  year,  paid  by  exporters,  was 
about  114600  ($1.62)  per  arroba,  whicli  must  certainly  have  left  some 
profit.  A  long  extract,  published  from  the  report  of  an  agricultural 
company,  shows  that  o5,000  arrobas  of  cofi'ee  in  1898  produced  in  mil- 
rets  about  the  same  result  as  20,663  arrobas  in  1896 ;  or,  in  other  words, 
the  planters  had  produced  snfflcient  in  qnantity  to  offset  the  reduction 
in  price,  and  the  argument  that  speculation,  and  not  overproduction, 
waa  the  cause  of  the  recent  decline  in  prices,  was  refuted  by  these 
figures. 

The  wide  difference  between  official  crop  estimates  and  the  actual 
ontput  was  also  a  serious  factor.  The  past  crop  for  the  Rio  zone  was 
estimated  at  3,600,000  bags;  the  qnantity  sent  from  the  port  was 
4,721,000  bags;  the  Santos  crop  was  estimated  at  5,000,000  to  5,500,000 
bags,  and  6,053,000  bags  were  shipped. 

The  estimates  for  the  present  crop  (1898-99)  are  given  at  6,750,000 
bags  for  Bio  and  Santos,  and  are  aiidonbt«dly  too  low.  Information 
received  fh)m  well-inforuied  persons  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  follow- 
ing figures  will  be  more  nearly  tKirrect: 

8«itosdiBWet 6,000,000 

Rio  district 3,000,000 

Victoria,  Bfthia,  Ceara 1,000,000 

Total 10,000,000 

The  following  figures  show  the  movement  daring  the  past  three  years 
in  bags: 
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During  tbe  first  qnarter  of  the  past  year,  the  pOBition  of  the  market 
was  very  critical.  A  deep  seated  feeliug  of  diHtruat  was  apparent, 
which  indaced  everyone  to  convert  wliatever  carrency  he  poBsessed 
into  f^old  or  foreign  exchange,  and,  as  mentioned  above,  the  banks  were 
also  large  takers.  In  April.  1  milreis  was  exchanged  for  5g  pence  ster- 
ling,  and  when  May  opened  the  prospect  was  very  gloomy.  It  waa 
seriously  discussed  whether  debtors  npon  docnments  payable  in  gold 
were  not  justified  in  refusing  payment,  and  many  dealers  did  refuse, 
but  the  banks  holding  these  obligations  did  not  seem  inclined  to  pro- 
ceed to  extremities.  I^isconnts  were  not  to  be  obtained  and  some 
rather  important  fuilures  resulted,  bat  in  nearly  nil  cases  the  creditors 
either  accepted  a  compromise  or  granted  "extensions."  The  doubt  in 
most  minds  seemed  to  be  whether  the  Government  would  suspend  tbe 
service  of  the  foreign  debt,  confessing  its  ioability  to  pay  (in  whicb 
case,  whatever  foreign  money  had  not  already  left  the  country  woald 
have  been  withdrawn)  or  whether  the  service  would  be  continued  at 
any  cost.  lu  this  case,  a  further  issue  of  paper  money  was  inevitable. 
I'^nally,  in  May,  the  interview  with  President  Moraes,  to  which  I  have 
previously  referred,  took  place.  Immediately  thereafter  the  reports 
were  spread  regarding  the  negotiations  In  Loudon,  which  terminated  in 
tbe  contract  of  June  16,  and  the  exchange  market  showed  signs  of 
recovery.  Bat  the  speculators  for  lower  rates  seemed  incredulous  until, 
on  May  26,  the  terms  of  the  contract  were  virtually  known  here,  and  a 
panic  resulted  that  ruined  many  of  the  pnrchasera  of  bills  at  low  rates, 
and  considerable  losses  were  also  incurred  by  brokers  and  others  who 
bad  sold  to  these  speculators,  baying  bills  against  tlie  sales  in  order  to 
realize  profits,  and  who  found  themselves  with  these  purchased  bills, 
whicb  could  only  be  disposed  of  at  heavy  losses.  It  was  a  crael  les- 
son, but  served  to  clear  the  market  of  a  class  of  speonlators  who  bad 
certainly  exercised  a  bauettil  effect  on  rates. 

After  a  period  of  quiet,  the  speculation  for  higher  rates  commenced 
In  September  and  was  contiuued  all  through  October,  in  which  month 
the  Diilreis  was  sold  at  SJ  pence,  but  great  distrust  was  manifested  as 
to  the  result  of  this  speculation,  which,  based  on  sentimental  and  not 
commercial  reasons,  ultimately  resulted  in  the  decline  in  rates  that  was 
registered  in  November  and  December,  tbe  year  closing  with  the  gold 
value  of  the  milreis  very  undecided. 

It  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  tliat  tbe  currency  of  Brazil  is  irredeemable 
paper,  and  its  gold  vslue  depends  entirely  upon  the  supply  and  demand. 
When  a  large  business  is  done  in  produce  for  export,  the  shippers  have 
to  sell  their  drafts  on  foreign  centers  and  purchase  currency.  When 
im])orterB  have  obligations  to  meet  in  foreign  markets,  they  must  sell 
the  currency  which  has  been  obtained  for  their  merchandise  to  purchase 
gold  or  its  equivalent  payable  abroad.  Tbe  value  of  the  milreis  there 
fore  depends  almost  exclusively  on  what  is  known  as  the  -'balance  of 
payments"  (balance  of  trade),  and  it  is  upon  tbe  uncertainty  of  this 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  speculation  in  exchange  here  is  based. 
Now,  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  coffee  in  consuming  countries 
neutralized  the  increased  quantity  exported,  and  upon  coffee,  with  some 
assistance  from  rubber,  the  settlement  of  Brazil's  tbreign  indebtedness 
depends.  The  needs  of  the  Government  were  estimated  at  about 
£5,000,000  per  annum  for  meeting  its  foreign  engagements,  leaving  an 
insafflcient  amount  for  the  necessities  of  other  remitters  (merchuitaf 
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holderB  of  secoiities  vho  live  abroad,  etc.),  and  the  result  was  that 
there  vaa  always  competition  in  the  mu-ket  between  the  Oovernment 
and  tbe  other  exchange  purchasers,  which  naturally  tended  to  reduce 
the  value  in  gold  of  the  paper  mUreis  and  afforded  speculators  oppor- 
tunities of  which  they  were  not  slow  to  avail  themselves.  Under  tJie 
contract  for  suspending  the  cash  payment  of  interest  abroad,  the  Gov- 
ernment's annual  necessities  are  reduced  to  about  £3,000,000,  and  this 
amount,  or  at  least  the  greater  part  of  it,  it  proposes  to  employ  the 
importers  to  collect  by  the  payment  of  a  percentage  (10  per  cent)  in 
gold  on  the  duties  on  foreign  goods.  No  increase  in  the  actual  supply 
of  sterling  is  secured,  it  is  true,  but  the  competitors  in  the  money 
market  are  reduced,  and  fh>m  this, it  is  generally  expected  that  increased 
steadiness  will  be  imparted  to  rates  of  exchange.  It  is  too  early  to  say 
to  what  extent  this  purpose  will  be  reached,  but  already  there  appears 
to  be  less  tendency  toward  the  violent  fluctuations  which  are  the  specu- 
lator's delight  and  the  imjKnter'a  d  cm  pair. 

The  extreme  rates  for  bankers'  bills  during  the  year  were  the  follow- 
ing: 

London,  ninety  days &t  to8|  penoo  permilreis. 

Puis,  ninety  days 1S0T5  to  If^  per  franc. 

Hunbnrg,  ninety  days 1C32T  to  2909)4  per  mark. 

New  York,  at  sight 5»650  to  9$01I  per  dollar. 

SHIPPING. 

The  few  opportunities  afforded  vessels  to  secure  outward  cargoes  in 
Bio — owing  principally  to  the  exports  being  restricted  to  coffee,  an 
occasional  cargo  of  salted  hides,  aud  partly  to  the  monopoly  exercised 
by  the  English  steamer  trust  over  the  coffee  shipments — are  gradually 
reducing  both  the  number  and  the  tonnage  of  vessels  arriving  at  this 
port.  As  a  rule,  larger  steamers  are  displacing  the  small  ones  on  the 
European  routes,  but  generally,  thet<e  lines  only  use  Bio  as  a  port  of 
call,  and  terminate  their  voyages  at  the  Biver  Plate. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  arrivals  and  departures 
of  foreign  vessels: 
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MO 
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171.  OU 

B0<1,5M 

^ 

1,7*8,097 
1.8W.IS6 

sei     aw.  &S0 

S2« 

1.080.  S70 
L  723, 278 

I  am  obliged  to  add  a  very  unpleasant  postscriiit  to  the  foregoing 
report.    Doting  the  last  two  weeks,  the  Brazilian  currency  has  again 
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Bteadil;  decreased.  Since  Febrnary  17,  the  milreis  has  fallen  from  7-^ 
to  Qi  pence,  the  quotation  of  to-day,  February  25,  and  it  is  impossible 
to  say  when  this  will  end. 

EUGENB  S&EOBB, 

Oonaul-  OeneraL 
Kio  DB  Jawbieo,  February  35,  1899. 


THE  STATE  OF  PARAJSX. 

Coii8til-G«neraI  Seeger  sends  from  Bio  de  Janeiro,  under  date  of 
July  35,  1898,  the  following  description  of  Paran4,  prepared  by  Hr. 
EmilTbon: 

Tbe  area  of  the  State  of  Parang  is  about  280,000  square  kilometers 
(180,119  square  miles).  It  can  be  divided,  topographically,  into  three 
distinct  regions: 

1.  Tbe  coast  country,  low,  warm,  and  subject  to  fevers. 

2.  The  plateau  of  the  Campos  Oeraes,  eieparated  from  the  preceding 
by  the  mountains  of  tbe  Serra  do  Mar,  and  extending  eastward  to  the 
headwaters  of  the  Tibagy,  the  Traby,  and  other  tributaries  of  the 
Parang.  These  table-lands  have  a  mild  and  healthy  climate  and  a  very 
productive  soil. 

3.  The  basins  of  the  tributaries  of  the  ParauA:  This  region  has  an 
altitude  varying  from  200  meters  (654  feet)  on  the  margin  of  the  Paranii, 
to  700  meters  (2,289  feet)  on  its  eastern  borders.  The  climate  is  gen- 
erally warm,  tbe  soil  rich  and  suited  to  all  tropical  products. 

Of  the  nnmerouB  rivers  which  water  this  great  State,  the  Parana  is 
the  most  important;  from  the  falls  of  the  Sete  Quedas  up,  it  is  navig- 
able at  all  times.  It  forms,  with  the  Tibagy,  the  Piet^,  tbe  Paranapa- 
uemji,  the  Rio  Brilliante,  the  Toinheima,  the  Toahy,  and  the  Piquiry,  a 
large  system  of  navigable  water  courses. 

Tbe  Bio  Iguassii,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  is  navigable  only 
between  Pto.  Amazonas  and  Porto  da  Umao,  being  interrupted  in  its 
further  course  by  numerous  falls  and  rapids.  There  are  now  six 
steamers  trading  on  this  river. 

KATUBAL  PEODTJOTS. 


It  is  quite  impossible  to  give  an  accurate  description  of  tbe  mineral 
wealth  of  this  State,  no  systematic  exploration  of  its  territory  having 
been  made  until  now.  What  is  known  to-day  may  be  summarized 
thus: 

Diamonds. — These  gems  abound  in  the  valleys  of  tbe  Tibagy  and  of 
the  Tordao,  a  tributary  of  the  Iguassu. 

Gold. — This  has  been  found  in  various  parts  of  the  State.  The  engi- 
neers Jos^  and  f  ranoiscio  Keller  found  gold  as  well  as  diamonds  in  the 
Kio  Tibagy,  above  tbe  Aparado  Falls.  Some  samples  of  this  metal  have 
been  shown  in  Onrityba,  coming  from  Gampo  Largo,  Yotuverava,  Sa5 
Jos6  doe  Inihaes,  and  Kio  itfegro.  Auriferous  sands  were  formerly 
worked  in  the  beds  of  the  rivers  flowing  into  the  bay  of  Paranaga&; 
they  seem  to-day  to  be  completely  exhausted.  Some  silver,  too,  was 
found  iu  the  Serra  da  Prata,  south  of  Paranagufi. 

Iron. — This  metat  is  very  abundant  in  every  part  of  tbe  State.  In 
tbe  vicinity  of  Antonina  there  exists  a  mine  (about  12  miles  from  the 
city)  which  would  produce,  if  worked,  over  70  per  cent  of  pure  iron,  as 
good  as  any  from  Sweden. 
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tbe  Toaby,  where  it  occara  in  eaormoas  deposits  of  nearly  pare  met^. 
It  has  also  been  foand  on  tbe  margin  of  the  Paranapanema,  aod  in 
Onaivpaava,  od  the  banks  of  the  Uio  do  Cobre,  a  tribntaiy  of  the  Bio 
Piqniry. 

Lead, — In  the  Serro  Azal  region,  and  in  the  whole  valley  of  the  Bio 
Bibeira  de  Ignape,  there  have  been  fonnd  deposits  of  lead,  as  well  as  of 
tin  and  antimony. 

Quickailver. — Thiti  has  been  fonnd  in  the  immediate  Ticinity  of  Par- 
anagii^  and  near  the  Tibagy.  A  mine  of  Borne  importance  was  diaeov- 
ered  lately,  near  Palm  el  ra. 

Coal. — This  can  be  seen  in  large  deposits  in  Lapa,  SaO  Jos6  da  Boa 
Yiata  and  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  Ponta  Orossa  and  at  the  month 
of  the  Tofthy. 

Petroleum. — On  the  banks  of  the  Bio  Negro,  and  especially  on  those 
of  the  IgnasBlj,  there  exists  mach  petroleum  and  other  snbstances 
coming  from  bitnmiuons  schists. 

Alum. — This  abonnds  in  the  vicinity  of  Ponta  Orossa  and  of  Tibagy. 

Niter. — This  is  to  be  fonnd  in  large  qnntities  near  Jagnariahyva. 

Mineral  salt. — Dr.  Joad  Manricio  Fabre  discovered  very  rich  mines 
of  this  salt  on  the  banks  of  the  Toaby. 

Marble. — Large  deposits  can  be  seen  in  Paranagn4,  Gnarapnava, 
Cnrityba,  and  Serro  AznI.  Important  qnarries  have  been  opened 
lately  in  Arraial  Qnemado. 

Kaolin. — This  is  fonnd  in  the  snbnrba  of  Onrityba  and  near  the  villa 
of  IgnassA. 

Qranita  and  sandttones. — These  are  largely  distribnted  all  over  the 


The  State  of  Parang  possesses  an  opnlent  flora.  The  trees  and  plants, 
which  coald  be  of  inestimable  valae  to  the  yet  nndeveloped  indnstry  of 
this  State,  are  naraerous. 

Above  all  others  mast  be  noted  the  pinheiro  {Aranearia  bragilieTuig), 
the  monarch  of  the  Parani^  forests,  at  home  on  the  whole  extent  of  the 
plateau  of  Campos  Geraes.  Nnmerons  sawmills  have  already  been 
erected,  principally  in  the  district  of  Piraqaar&.  which  farnish  nearly 
all  the  lumber  ased  in  the  State.  With  some  initiative,  this  indnstry 
conld  readily  be  enlarged  and  its  prodact  And  a  ready  market. 

Beside  the  pinheiro  may  be  noted  for  the  excellency  of  their  timber, 
th^imhaiA  {BiffnofaapaTanaenai«),cedTo{Cedrellabrasiliensi9),  taroman 
{Cytharexylon  dnereum),  peroba  [Aspidospermvm  peroba),  angelim 
{Andira  antkelmintica],  ararib^  I^Araribd  precioaissima),  jacarandA 
{Machaerium  incorruptibik),  guar^uba  {Vicentia  cineinatd),  cannolas 
(Nectandra),  ipfS  {Bignonia  Tecoma),  geqaitibi  (Carianiana),  louro 
{Cryptocariaatnara),mou}olo{Pithecolobium),anKico{Aoaciavirginali»), 
cambar^  (Lantana  catnara),  cabinna  {Dalvergia  nigra),  carvalho  {Quer 
eus),  catingnft  (^Trichilia  catingud),  cajarSna  {Cabralea  cajarana),  fign- 
eira  brava  (Funu  doliaria),  8a88afi*az  {Ocotea'eymbarum),  gnaraet^ 
{Chrygophitlum),  massarandnba  ( ilftnnesopA  elata),  gaanandy  (Calopkyl- 
lum  brasilienns)f  omcaarana  {Mieaonyma  a^kernoideg),  aroeira  {Astro- 
nium  arundeuva),  gnarap4  ( Weimnannia  hirtu),  oleo  (Myroapermum  ery 
throxylum),  and  cip6  floraO  (Baukinia  paranaengii). 

Among  Uie  medicinal  plants  may  be  noted :  Salsaparilha  {SmiUsc  par- 
oniEtwM),  japecanga  {Smilex  japeeanga),  ipecacuanha  {CephtuJit  iptca), 
aveaca  {Adianthum  capillus),  artemisia  {Artemisia  vulgarit),  velame 
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(Croton  campestru),  cipft  mil-hotoBaa  [Ariatolochia  eymbi/era),  cip6Bumo 
{Anchietea  satutaria),  cip6-timbD  (Faulini  aprimata),  abatna  {Cooculwt 
cineraceua),  a^afrSo  {Zinziber  chrysanlhum),  gengibre  (Zinziber),  berra 
de  lagarto  (Ad^neropium  opi/erum),  losoa  {Artimitia  ahsinthum),  berva 
de  Santa  Maria  [Chonopodittm  ambrosidivis),  poejo  {Mentha  ptilejeum), 
BtramoDio  {T>ntura  stramonium),  cidr6  {Verbena  triphylla),  alfazema 
{Lavandula  spica),  salva  [Salvia  o;fficinalis),  malva  (Malva  rotundifolia), 
trapoeraba  { 'IVadeacantia  duiretica),  lierva  cidreira  {Melissa  oMoinalia), 
herya  de  Santa  Lnzia  {Euphorbia  brcuHiffnsis),  tanchagem  {Plantago), 
berva-tostao  {Bocakaria  hirsuta),  baunilha  [Vanilla  aromatica),  and 
espelioa  {Periantkopo-!ii^  espelina).  The  last  has  been  recommeDded  by 
Dr.  Maaricio  Faivre  as  n  Bpecific  aKaiost  epilepsy  and  poisoning. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  ttie  State  of  Parana  was  giren  officially  in  1892 
as  249,700,  bnt  in  all  probability  exceeded  these  dgares.  It  can  be 
stated,  in  all  secnrity,  that  the  present  population  is  not  less  than 
320,000  inhabitants.  Of  these,  56,000  are  foreigners,  living  in  38  differ- 
ent colonies  and  belonging  to  the  following  nationalities:  32,000  FoleSf 
5,000  German  Bnssians,  12,000 Italians, 3,000  Qermans,  and  4,000  others. 

Abont  60,000  more  are  foreign  born  and  live  principally  in  the  towns. 
The  capital  of  the  State,  Curitiba,  in  30,000  inhabitants,  connts  4,000 
Germans,  as  many  Italians,  abont  2,000  Poles,  and  2,000  to  3,000  othcTS — 
Portngaese,  Spaniards,  etc. 

The  immigration  of  European  eolonista,  thongh  small,  tends  to 
increase  rapidly. 

Immigration  has  been  as  follows: 


67 

6,  MI 

13,0*8 

The  population  of  the  principal  towns  of  the  State  is  approximately 
the  following: 

Cnritibft 30,000  '  Palmeira 2,600 

Paranagua 8, 000  ;  Carapo  Largo 2, 000 

rontaUroaaa 7,000  I  Morretea 2,000 

Castro 4,000  1  8&o  Jos«  do*  Finhaee 2,000 

AntoDina 4,000    Lapa 2,000 

Rio  Negro 3,000  |  SSo  Uatheoa 1,600 

Nearly  the  whole  population  of  Paran&  is  to  be  fonud  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  State.  Tbe  vast  and  fertile  regions  of  the  west  are  not 
inhabited  by  more  than  30,000  people,  not  inolading  some  tribes  of  sav- 
age Indians. 

AOEICULTDBE. 

The  agricnltnre  of  the  State  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  for- 
eign colonists,  who  cnltivate  principally  engar  cane,  corn,  beans,  pota- 
toes, wheat,  oats,  barley,  buckwheat,  alfalfa,  etc. 

In  the  Italian  colonies  of  the  vicinity  of  Onritiba,  much  progress  has 
been  made  in  vine  culture,  which  promises  to  be  one  of  the  principal 
industries.  On  the  plateau  of  the  Campos  Oeraes,  despite  the  fertility 
of  the  soil,  com  and  beans  are  the  only  products  of  importance,  thoagh 
it  is  often  necemarj,  in  order  tu  meet  the  home  consomptioQ  of  tluwe 
articles,  to  import  Irom  Santa  Gatbarina  nnd  Bio  Grande.  '~ 
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The  caltnre  of  coffee  has  taken  large  proportioas  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  8tate,  in  the  zone  adjoining  the  State  of  SaO  Panlo. 

Tobacco  grows  well  in  all  regions  and  gives  the  best  results. 

Some  attempts  have  been  made  to  acclimatize  the  silkworm,  and  the 
State  has  distribnted  premiams  to  enconrage  this  industry.  Some  sam- 
ples of  this  silk  have  already  been  sent  to  Europe,  where  it*  qaality 
has  received  fnll  acknowledgment. 

Cattle  roiaing,  though  important  already,  conld  be  made  one  of  the 
chief  resonrcesof  the  State,  owing  to  the pastorages  abounding  every- 
where. Some  30,000  head  of  cattle  are  annually  sent  to  the  markets 
of  Sai>  Panlo  from  the  interior  of  Paranii. 

EXPORTS. 

The  principal  article  of  exportation  of  the  State  of  Parang  is  the 
mate  or  tea  of  Para^ay.  All  of  it  goes  to  the  markets  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  Montevideo,  and  Chile,  where  it  has  taken  the  place  of  ordinary 
tea,  to  the  obvious  advantage  of  the  consamers. 

Mate  grows  naturally  on  the  whole  extent  of  the  plateau  of  the 
Campos  Geraes,  as  far  as  the  Parang  River.  This  indu^itry  is  yet  a 
primitive  one;  mate  is  sent  Irom  the  interior,  somewhat  dried  and  with- 
out any  preparation,  to  the  mills  of  Curitiba  (about  20  in  number)  and 
Antonina.  There  it  is  subjected  to  different  manipulations  to  dry  it 
thoroughly  and  reduce  it  to  powder  or  to  very  small  particles.  Packed 
in  barrels,  it  is  then  sent  to  the  La  Plata  markets. 

The  export  of  mate  in  the  last  few  years  has  been  t 

pDUDda. 

1891 40,604,726 

1892 42,885,636 

1893 45,785,122 

1894 40,281,576 

1896 54,31IS,65» 

1896 55,333,101 

1897 40,768,341 

The  export  of  lumber  to  Sao  Paolo  has  grown  of  late,  though  itis  yet 
insignificant  as  compared  with  the  home  consumption.  This  industry 
has  undoabtedly  a  bright  future,  owing  to  the  vast  forests  of  pinheiro 
that  cover  the  State.  Other  articles,  like  wax,  honey,  hides,  and  bones, 
are  beginning  to  beexported,  and  wilt  certainly  form  an  important  item 
in  the  next  few  years. 

IHPOBTB. 

The  wholesale  trade  of  Cnritiba  being  almost  entirely  in  the  bands 
of  Germans,  Germany  takes  naturally  the  first  place  as  to  the  value 
of  its  importations.  England  is  a  good  second,  while  France  and  Italy 
contribute  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  total  imports. 

The  United  States  furnishes  to  this  State  only  those  goods  of  which 
it  has  the  monopoly,  as  kerosene,  lard,  Sour,  etc.  (the  two  last  in  com- 
petition with  the  home  and  La  Plata  products).  Amongmauufactnred 
articles  worth  mentioning  are  a  few  agricultural  implements  and 
machines  {steam  engiues  and  sewing  machines  principally).  These 
goods  are  osnaDyDOt  imported  direct,  but  through  the  intermediary 
of  Bio  firms. 

A  good  deal  more  could  be  done  if  American  firms  would  pay  atten- 
tion to  southern  markets.  Instead  of  doing  what  Germans  and  English- 
men do — sending  travelers  able  to  speak  the  language  of  the  country, 
and  well  supplied  with  samples  of  all  their  goods,  with  full  powers  to 
Bell  and  conclude  arrangements,  and  giving  long  credits — they  content 
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themselves  with  sending  a  few  catalofraes,  throngh  tLe  agency  of  TSew 
York  ilrms,  and  expect  thereby  to  obtain  good  resnlts. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  United  States  trade  that  we  eater  into 
more  intimate  relations  with  this  country,  and  profit  by  the  experience 
of  other  nations.  Only  in  following  this  coarse  will  Americans  be  able 
to  win  that  predominance  that  belongs  naturally  to  them  in  the  South 
American  trade. 

The  value  of  the  foreign  goods  imported  through  the  port  of  Para- 
nagna  in  the  years  named  was: 


J892 493,062 

1893 264,868 

The  above  figures,  given  by  the  custom-boase  of  Parauagua,  must 
be  certainly  erroneous,  one  flrui  alone  importing  over  1,000,000  milreis 
of  goods  annually. 

In  the  first  nine  months  of  1896,  the  shipping  of  the  same  port  was 
355  vessels,  of  182,314  tons,  which  would  make,  for  the  year,  at  the  same 
rate,  475  vessels  of  243,000  tons. 

INDIT3TRIEB. 

The  manufacturing  industries  are  yet  ih  their  infancy.  Only  the 
capital  of  the  State,  Guritiba,  which  boasts  of  possessing  over  20 
matte  mills,  about  10  breweries,  and  several  other  industrial  establish- 
ments driven  by  steam,  may  be  able  to  claim  some  prominence  in  this 
branch  of  activity. 

The  following  table  refers  to  the  year  1896: 

Lift  of  emiHnemial  anil  <iidu«lHaI Jlrm*  In  the  eitg  of  Cariti^a. 


Indnitry. 

Nnmber. 

IndottiT. 

MDmber. 

nrj  goods,  hardware.  And  groceries 

Attom    .a  U, 
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Eight  miles  from  Oaritiba  there  are  over  20  limelciliis,  whicb  snpply 
the  capital  vith  this  important  boildiDg  material.  In  the  Bubarhs  of 
the  same  town,  about  21  potteries  are  ia  activity. 

OOMMUNICATION. 

The  Gompagoie  Ch-a^rale  des  Chemias  de  fer  Br^iliens,  which  owns 
all  the  railroads  of  this  State,  has  the  following  Hues  iu  operatiou : 

Tiom  Porauagua  toCaritibft 68.0 

From  Cuiitlba  to  Ponta  Unwoa 11«.6 

FromMomtM  to  Antonina Jl.5 

From  Beatinga  8«coa  to  Fonta  Amazonas 6.2 

Froiu  CapiTary  to  Bio  Negro 16.9 

The  surveys  for  the  constrnotioD  of  a  railroad  line  from  Guritiba  to 
Berro  Azal  have  already  been  concloded  by  the  same  company,  and  the 
preliminary  works  are  expected  to  begin  soon. 

The  construction  of  a  line  destined  to  connect  the  States  of  Sao  Paulo 
and  Bio  Grande  through  Parana,  has  already  been  initiated  by  the 
Sao  Fanlo  and  Kio  Grande  Railway  Company,  Thua  far,  the  two  follow- 
ing sections  are  open:  From  Ponta  OraB8atoGa8tro,37.2  miles;  Ponta 
Orassa  to  Traty,  68.3  miles. 

A  concession  has  fiirther  been  granted  for  the  construction  of  a  road 
to  Matto-Grosso,  throogb  the  vfdley  of  the  Traby,  but,  owing  to  the 
lack  of  the  necessary  capital,  nothing  has  yet  been  done  in  this  direction. 

There  are  in  the  State  780  kilometers  (4M.^i  miles)  of  macadamized 
roads. 

The  total  extension  of  telegraphic  lines  iu  Parana  is  981  kilometers 
(609.5  miles),  with  15  stations. 

FIELD  FOE  AMBBIOAN   CAPITAL. 

A  glance  at  the  map  of  southern  Brazil  will  show  that  the  coast, 
which  from  Gape  Frio  follows  a  westerly  direction,  begins  from  the  Bay 
of  Paranagua  to  take  a  southerD  course.  At  the  bottom  of  the  con- 
vexity He  the  cities  of  Paranagua  and  Antoniiia.  Both  places  are 
already  iu  railroad  communication,  through  Guritiba,  with  Ponta 
Grassa,  300  kilometers  (186.4  mites)  from  the  coast.  If,  from  this  place, 
the  road  would  be  prolonged  as  far  as  Jatahy,  on  the  Tibagi  river,  400 
kilometers  (248.5  milesj  away,  the  whole  of  the  navigable  system  of  the 
Upper  Parana  would  be  opened  to  the  trading  world. 

A  company  with  adequate  capital  could  easily  get  the  concession 
for  bnildiog  such  a  route,  and  put  on  the  navigable  ])arts  of  the  rivers 
five  or  six  steamers  for  trading  purposes.  Instead  of  asking  for  its 
enterprise  a  State  guaranty  of  7  per  cent,  it  could  obtain  vast  con- 
cessions of  land  on  each  side  of  the  road  and  of  the  rivers  explored.  It 
could  further  organize,  through  agents  in  Europe,  the  United  States, 
and  other  parts,  the  iiumigration  of  numerous  colonists  to  settle  on  its 
lands  OD  fair  terms.  Again,  it  could  exploit  the  natural  products  of 
the  region,  work  mines  through  other  concessions,  cultivate  coffee, 
cotton,  tobacco,  vine,  sugar  cane,  indigo,  cocoa  tree,  etc.,  and  begin 
many  other  enterprises. 

This  brief  summary  will  suffice  to  show  what  conld  be  done  here 
with  capital  and  energy. 
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TBADE  IN  PASANA. 

Gonsal-Oeneral  Seeger  wiitea  A-om  liio  de  Janeiro  Febmarj  11, 1S99: 

Tbe  conditions  of  trnde  in  tlie  State  of  Parana  are  ia  the  rnaiu  iden- 
tical with  those  of  other  Brazilian  States,  more  particularly  with  those 
of  Sao  Paulo,  whose  imports  and  exports  are  almost  esclosively  made 
throngh  the  port  of  Santos,  and  which  has  as  diatributing  center  for 
the  whole  State  the  city  of  Sao  Fanlo.  Like  its  neighboring  State, 
whose  topographical  features  offer  such  a  similarity  to  its  own,  Parana 
receives  all  its  imported  goods  through  one  seaport,  Paranagaa,  send- 
ing likewise  its  exports  through  the  same  port  (Antonina,  aa  a  place  of 
export,  being  bnt  a  dependency  of  Paranugua).  Ouritiba,  the  capital 
of  the  State,  acts  as  its  distributing  center.  As  Sao  Paolo  is  located 
on  the  table-laud  just  behind  the  Serra  do  Mar  and  connected  with 
Santos  (SO  kilometers  away)  by  railroad,  so  is  Ouritiba  connected  with 
Paranagua  by  a  road  of  111  kilometers,  its  topographical  aituation  being 
the  same. 

The  railroad  system  of  Parana,  which  to-day  reaches  as  far  as  Castro 
(250  kilometers  from  Cnritiba)  on  one  side,  branching  off  to  the  Bio 
Negro  toward  the  State  of  Santa  Catharioa  ou  the  other,  will  in  its 
further  deyelopment  follow  the  course  of  tbe  large  rivers  (Tibagy, 
Paranapanema,  Ivahy,  Tiqnira,  and  Igaassu)  which  flow  toward  the 
Parana.  It  is,  then,  more  than  natural  that  every  material  progress 
realized  in  tbe  State  will  beto  the  direct  beuefltof  Ouritiba,  controUing, 
as  it  does,  the  only  way  to  the  sea. 

The  trade  of  Ouritiba  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  Germans,  and  it 
can  be  said  that  of  the  total  imports,  three-fifths  come  from  Ger- 
many, oue-flfbh  from  England,  and  one-flft>h  from  other  parte.  Dif- 
ferent factors  contribnte  to  the  predominance  of  German  trade:  (1) 
Their  natural  trading  gifts,  {2)  the  large  Uerman  colony  of  Ouritiba, 
{3)  German  activity  and  initiative,  (4)  the  direct  commnnication  afibrded 
with  Germany  through  the  bimonthly  service  between  Hamburg  and 
Paranagua,  by  steamers  of  the  A.  0,  Freitaa  &  Go.  and  tbe  Ham- 
burg-tiouth  American  Line,  and  (5)  the  great  iinmber  of  commercial 
agents  visiting  the  State  with  large  assortments  of  goods. 

There  (;atne,  for  instauce,  in  the  last  three  months,  five  such  agents, 
representing  large  German  mannfactoring  concerns,  and  every  one  oi 
them  made  satisfactory  sales.  On  the  other  hand,  this  market  seems 
to  be  entirely  forgotten  by  American,  English,  or  French  maua£tc- 
turers. 

There  is  a  marked  difference  in  the  trading  methods  of  local  Brazilian 
and  German  firms.  While  Germans  receive  most  of  the  imported  goods 
directlyfrom  the  manufacturers  at  home,  Brazilians  couteut  themselves 

iwith  a  few  exceptious)  with  giving  their  orders  to  importing  firms  of 
Cto.  As  a  rule,  it  can  be  sivid  that  German  firms  have  always  on  hand 
a  larger  and  better  assorttnent  of  all  kinds  of  goods  (dry  goods  and 
hardware),  and  sell,  generally,  at  low  prices,  while  their  Brazilian  com- 
petitors confine  their  acti  vity  to  the  sale  of  articles  of  luxury,  dry  goods, 
and  specialties.  The  result  is  that  tbe  Germans  have  the  largest  ]>at- 
ronage,  while  Brazilian  stores  are  frequented  by  bnt  few  customers. 

The  trade  with  tbe  small  towns  and  settlements  of  the  interior  pre- 
sents different  characteristics,  which  it  is  well  to  note.  Hat^  being 
about  the  only  article  of  export  of  the  State,  plays  an  important 
rdle  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  The  small  traders  who  supply  them- 
selves with  t;oods  from  the  capital,  furnish  these  to  the  colonists  for 
remittances  of  mabi,  which  they  then  send  to  Ouritiba  in  payment  of 
their  dues.    Alore  than  half  of  the  business  is  done  in  this  way. 
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Payments  ore  generally  made  on  very  easy  tenua,  credits  of  six  to 
nine  months  being  nothing  an  common. 

Efforts  hare  been  made  to  export  difi'ereut  products  of  this  State — 
bides,  vax,  hair,  honey,  eto. — owing  to  the  lov  rat«  of  exchange.  The 
reaolts  thas  f^  hare  been  the  following:  The  flrm,  Barmester,Thon  & 
Co.,  exported  6,700  hides,  to  which  can  Txi  added  about  300  more  shipped 
by  another  firm,  giving  a  total  of  about  7,000  hides;  the  first  firm  haa 
also  sent  to  Europe  about  9,000  kilos  of  wax,  out  of  a  total  of  nearly 
15,000  kilos.  Of  the  other  articles,  the  qnautity  handled  haa  been  8o 
small  that  it  is  not  worth  mentioning. 

The  constant  flactnations  in  exchange  make  trading  in  these  goods 
onoertain  and  hazardous. 

The  possibilities  of  American  trade  with  Brazil  are  great,  but  in  order 
to  reach  its  natural  derelopment,  methods  different  from  those  hitherto 
ftollowed  most  be  adopted.    Of  these,  the  principal  are  the  following: 

First  The  establiebment  of  a  North  American  bank  in  Bio,  with 
branches  in  all  larger  cities. 

Second.  The  organization  of  several  Hues  of  navigatioD,  to  call 
regularly  at  the  different  Brazilian  ports,  with  freight  tarifTs  per- 
mitting them  to  enter  into  competition  with  foreign  compauies,  that 
is  to  Bay,  expenses  to  transport  American  goods  to  Brazil  should  not 
be  higher  than  those  to  which  English  and  German  goods  are  sabjected. 

Third,  The  location  in  all  commeroial  ceat«r8  of  Brazil  of  American 
firms  dealing  in  American  goods. 

Moreover,  United  States  manufacturers  must  make  up  their  minds 
to  send  to  this  country  traveling  salesmen  carrying  large  assortments 
of  all  manufactures,  with  liberty  to  deal  with  possible  customers  as  the 
conditions  of  each  particular  case  may  require.  These  salesmen  must 
not  only  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  conditions  of  Brazilian 
trade,  but  they  should  know  the  Portuguese  language.  A  knowledge 
of  German  is  also  very  important,  principally  in  the  three  southern 
States  (Parana,  Santa  Gatharina,  and  Bio  Grande  do  Sul),  where  the 
trade  is  principally  in  the  hands  of  Germans. 

Among  United  States  firms  showing  commendable  energy  may  be 
named  the  Singer  Mannfactoring  Company,  Besides  establishing  a 
branch  house  in  Bio,  whose  manager  keeps  in  touch  with  all  important 
centers  of  the  country,  they  constantly  send  illustrated  circulars  to  all 
firms  whose  names  they  can  get.  A  few  weeks  ago,  one  of  the  German 
firms  of  this  place  asked  lor  circulars  printed  in  the  German  language, 
and  they  at  once  seat  a  number  of  them  here. 

I  have  seen,  personally,  a  number  of  American  articles  imported 
from  Germany.  Why  shonid  the  trader  be  obliged  to  go  to  Germany 
in  order  to  obtain  goods  manufactured  in  the  United  Statesi  Amen- 
cau  goods  can  be  sold  largely  in  Brazil,  being  in  quality  and  price 
equal  to  any  others.  But  if  American  manufocturers  wish  to  open 
trade,  they  most  enter  into  direct  relations  with  this  country  and  keep 
themselves  always  in  touch  with  their  customers. 

TBADE  JN  SAO   PAULO. 

Under  date  of  February  18, 1899,  Oonanl-Gtr>.'«l  Seeger  adds; 

I  have  avoided  in  the  following  a  reiteration  oi' such  facts  and  figures 
as  are  given  in  the  very  elaborate  report  of  Consul  Fra^k  D.  Hill,  of 
Santos,  published  in  Commercial  Relations,  1896-97,  or  those  supplied 
by  Vice-Oonsal  Haugwitz.* 
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The  economic  and  conseqiiently  the  political  and  social  conditiona  of 
the  State  of  33o  Paulo  have  been  oudei^oiog  a  very  marked  change 
daring^  the  last  ten  years,  couimenclni;  with  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
and  intenaifled  three  years  ago  by  the  auexpected  and  very  material 
decline  in  the  price  of  coffee,  heretofore  the  exclusive  product  of  that 
great  and  prolific  State. 

From  18S7  until  January,  1S96,  the  coffee  prices  varied  from  13^  to 
18|  cents,  gold,  per  pound.  Then  the  following  rapid  decline  took 
place:  July  1, 1896, 13  cents;  January  1,  1897, 10^  cents,  and  April  1, 
1897,  7^  cents.  The  prices  for  the  harvest  of  18y?-^98  varied  from  5j 
to  7  cents,  and  the  quotation  on  February  1, 189A,  was  fi|  cents,  gold, 
per  ixiund.  Much  of  the  reduction  of  price,  however,  was  ofiaet  by  the 
increased  yield  of  the  harvest 

The  new  era  has  brought  healthier  conditions  than  those  that  pre- 
vailed before,  although  it  may  be  characterized  by  the  motto  which 
Tom  Paine  applied  to  the  period  of  a  man's  life  after  40:  "Hope  leas 
and  work  harder." 

Until  very  recently,  the  rich,  arable  lands  of  the  State  of  SSo  Paolo 
were  owned  by  a  comparatively  small  number  of  men,  vho  converted 
them  into  immense  coffee  plantations,  some  of  them  containing  from 
200,000  to  1,000,000  trees,  which  yielded  almost  fabulous  profits.  Ooodl- 
tions  apparently  extremely  propitious  soon  degenerated.  The  immense 
riches,  gained  almost  without  exertion  and  without  risk,  caoaed  laxa- 
riouH  living.  The  great  profits  earned  on  Brazilian  soil  were  mosUy 
spent  abroad,  in  Paris.  While  the  State  had  comparatively  little  ben- 
^t  from  the  profits  reaped  from  ita  soil,  the  rising  generation,  by  living 
abroad,  became  denationalized,  and  their  sympathies,  habits,  and  tastes 
were  foreign.  Meanwhile,  the  slaves  and  tenants  here  indulged  in  a 
haphazard  cultivation  of  the  soil,  only  half  realizing  the  benefits  which 
would  have  resulted  from  more  rational  and  intelligent  systems.  Uf 
course,  large  capitals  or  large  credits  were  required  to  maintain  anoh 
large  plantations,  and  as  none  of  tlie  original  owners  or  their  descend- 
ants were  willing  to  dispose  of  part  of  their  immense  holdings,  tenants 
or  farmers  of  small  means  coold  not  aspire  to  become  possessors  of  the 
soil  tUey  tille<l.  Landlordism  in  a  very  objectionable  form  prevailed  in 
the  great  coffee  States,  impeding  their  sound  economic  and  ethical 
devefopmeiit. 

Conditions  have  now  changed  for  the  better,  and  the  strong  decline 
in  the  price  of  coffee  will  prove,  on  the  whole,  a  blessing  in  disguise. 
Great  numbers  of  citizens  of  the  State  have  been  compelled  to  return 
fit>m  abroad  to  take  personal  care  of  their  property,  and  to  work. 
Their  children  will  be  identified  with  the  indostri^  and  political  fiitnie 
of  their  country. 

The  reduced  profits  will  necessitate  a  more  energetic,  prudent,  and 
rational  administration  of  the  fazendas.  The  fruit-bearing  trees  wiU 
receive  the  attention  to  which  thoy  are  entitled.  The  gathering  of  the 
crops  will  be  conducted  with  a  great  deal  more  care  than  heretofore. 
Betorms  will  be  inangarated  in  the  cleaning,  drying,  handling,  and 
sacking  of  tbe  product  of  the  harvest.  I  have  been  credibly  informed 
that  the  productiveness  of  many  of  the  fazendas  may  be  increased  in 
this  manner  more  than  25  per  cent,  and  the  value  of  the  marketoble 
coffee  to  a  corresponding  extent. 

Another  fortunate  feature  of  the  new  era  is  the  taut  that  many  of  the 
fazendaa  have  been  either  sold  in  their  entirety  to  English,  German, 
and  Belgian  atock  companies,  with  ample  means  for  a  rational  and 
modern  cultivation,  or  divided  into  amall  sections  and  sold  to  farmers 
of  limited  means.    These  people  make  the  most  of  their  moderate 
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means  and  endeavor  as  a  rnle  to  raise  enongh  by-prodacts  (cattle,  hogs, 
oereala,  beaoR,  niandioca,  sDgar,  frait,  and  the  like)  to  afford  them  a 
comfortable  living,  so  that  the  greater  part  of  their  coffee  liarrests  con- 
Htltotes  ati  accumulated  capital.  A  Boiall  farmer  and  his  family  can 
eaeilf  take  care  of  from  8,000  to  12,000  treea,  and  figuring  the  annnal 
product  of  a  tree  in  Suo  Paulo  at  3i  pounds,  his  profits  are  obvious. 
His  expenses  in  maintaining  a  coffee  farm  will  be  relatively  much  less 
than  those  of  the  large  facendeiro.  In  other  words,  coffee  culture  on  a 
30-acre  farm  is  relatively  more  profitable  than  on  a  1,000-acre  farm, 

Recently  it  has  been  asserted — of  course,  not  always  by  disinterested 
parties — that  coffee  planting  has  ceased  to  be  a  lucrative  occupation, 
and  that  consequently,  a  great  many  fazendas  would  be  abolished  till 
the  production  would  be  diminished  to  a  degree  more  in  proportion  to 
the  demand,  and  thus  a  gradual  increase  of  coffee  prices  would  be 
effected. 

After  a  careful  study  of  this  matter,  my  impressiou  is  that  the  prem- 
ises of  such  assertions  are  entirely  erroneous.  While  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  coffee  prices  in  the  near  future  will  not  be  any  higher . 
than  they  are  at  present,  I  have  no  hesitation  iu  saying  that  despite 
these  facts,  coffee  cnltore  will  continue  to  be,  at  least  so  far  as  the  great 
coffee  State  of  Sao  Faalo  is  concerned,  a  very  lucrative  business,  a  great 
deal  more  so  than  wheat  raising  or  corn  planting  in  the  nnited  States. 
Although  it  is  not  probable  that  the  Brazilian  coBee  planter  will  ever 
again  receive  from  invested  capital  a  yearly  income  of  over  0,0  per  cent, 
it  is  nevertheless  a  fact  that  there  can  hardly  be  found  an  agricultural 
venture  anywhere  which  will  yield  so  large  a  profit  with  comparatively 
little  risk  or  labor,  as  a  well  managed  coffee  plantation  iu  the  State  of 
Sao  Faalo,  even  at  the  prices  now  prevailing. 

in  this  connection,  I  ought  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  State 
of  Sao  Paulo  has  much  more  favorable  conditions  for  cofiee  culture 
than  any  other  coffee- growing  district  known,  the  rich  soQ  iu  the  west 
being  eminently  adapted  to  it.  Experts  have  told  me  that  no  recourse 
to  artificial  fertilization  is  necessary,  and  that  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo 
alone  could  easily  supply  all  the  coffee  reqnired  for  the  consumption 
of  the  world.  Few  people  know  how  much  of  it  this  State  supplies 
already.  Brazil  now  furnishes  two-thirds  of  the  cofiee  consumed  in  the 
world,  and  Sao  Paulo  furnishes  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  product  of 
Brazil.  The  assertion  so  frequently  circulated  of  late,  that  coffee  culture 
in  Brazil  is  ou  the  decline,  is  misleading  so  far  as  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo 
is  concerned.  The  Bio  district,  where  on  the  whole  the  soil  is  poorer 
and  the  climate  less  favorable  to  coffee  culture,  where  the'  trees  bear 
less  and  do  not  last  so  long,  may  be  considered  as  declining,  althoagh 
this  year's  harvest  is  estimated  at  not  less  than  last  year's,  namely, 
about  3^000,000  bags. 

But  in  Sao  Paulo,  coffee  culture  is  actually  on  the  increase.  In  the 
eyes  of  most  dealers  and  speculators  in  coffee,  it  is  almost  a  crime  to 
say  that  the  next  harvest  will  befavorabte,  and  many  interested  patties 
have  caused  reports  to  be  circulated  that,  owing  to  the  exhaustion  ot 
the  old  trees,  which  bore  such  an  abundant  harvest  last  year,  and  owing 
to  various  climatic  causes,  the  next  crop  (18118-99)  will  be  a  great  deal 
less  than  that  of  last  year.  These  annual  statements  of  the  prospective 
result  of  the  coffee  crop  are  very  similar  to  the  proverbial  prognostica- 
tions in  regard  to  the  Delaware  peach  crop,  which  has  suffered  by  frost 
as  long  as  I  can  remember. 

The  probable  shortage  of  the  yield  of  the  old  trees  will  be  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the  new  plantations  now  commencing  to  bear.  I 
am  informed  by  competent  aud  absolutely  disinterested  parties  that 
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the  Sao  Paalo  coffee  crop  of  1889-99  will  be  the  largest  ever  harvested 
in  that  State,  aud  that  it  will  likely  surpasa  (f,OOU,IXK)  bags,  which,  by 
the  way,  will  bring  the  result  of  the  jirazilian  coffee  crop  to  about 
10,000,000  bags.    Tbe  estimate  is  as  tollows: 

B*gB. 

8Mitosdietrict,SMPaulo,souUieruMliias,aadaBiaallpBrtuf  Rio.atk-ast.     6,000,000 

Rio  district 3,000,000 

Victoria,  Bshia,  andCeara 1,000,000 

Total 10,000,000 

The  bags  cootain  GO  kilos,  or  132  pounds. 

Dr.  Horace  M.  Laue,  president  of  the  well  kaowu  Mackenzie  College 
at  Sao  Paulo,  says  in  the  Brazilian  Balletia: 

It  ii  a  grttre  mUtako  on  the  part  of  tlie  BtaziliBQ  cofTee  taerohant  to  attempt  to 
tuiiiimieeti)eoiitputorcofr«efoT  tbe  puipoae  of  putting  up  the  price.  Tbe  enoTmoiiB 
prodncing  tapaoity  cau  not  beconcenled.     Climate,  soil,  imii     -■-    "-        ■■     - 


abttudant  labor  conspire  to  make  Brazil  tbe  great  colfee-prodaoiDg  conntry  of  the 


luit^itom  disi 
.      dnoiDg  connti, 
world.    Tbe  better  policy  would  be  to  stimulate  production  and  promote  consumption 

Since  tbe  abolition  of  slavery  the  gradual  sabstitution  of  white 
(Italian)  labor  and  the  consequent  change  in  tbe  system  of  planting, 
tbe  cofl'ee  production  of  tbe  State  of  Sao  Faalo  has  rapidly  increased, 
aa  is  shown  by  the  following  figures: 

18ST(lut  year  of  slave  labor) 1,800,000 

1896-86 4.836,000 

1896-87 5,918,000 

1897-98 5,521,000 

1898-99  (Mtiinat«d) 6,000,000 

The  Santos  zone  (Sao  Paulo,  southern  Minas,  and  a  small  part  of 
northern  BIqJ  comprises  about  600, UUO,UUU  coll'ee  trees.  Tbe  trees  bear, 
according  to  variety  and  soil,  when  from  3  to  5  years  old.  The  "Bour- 
bon" variety,  which  vas  recently  introduced  into  Brazil,  yields  on  the 
rich  soil  of  western  Sao  Paulo  a  good  crop  in  the  third  year,  "Java" 
in  the  fourth,  and  "Native"  in  the  fifth  year.  In  the  rich  "terra  roxa" 
of  Sao  Paulo,  acoffee  tree,  when  rationally  treated,  will  bear  &om  twenty 
to  thirty  years  and  longer. 

The  average  yield  of  a  coffee  tree  in  Sao  Panlo  is  3J  pounds ;  in  favor- 
able years,  a  great  deal  more.  In  other  cofi'ee 'districts — Mexico,  Java, 
Arabia — the  yield  is  only  a  little  over  1  pound  per  tree. 

Kotliinj;  can  be  more  erroneous  than  the  impression  prevailing  abroad 
that  tlie  Brazilian  cofi'ee  is  of  an  inferior  quality  and  nnpalatable.  In 
all  my  extensive  travels  through  Europe  and  America,  I  have  never 
found  a  better  coffee  than  the  one  served  in  the  many  restaorants  aud 
coffeehouses  here,  at  tbe  price  of  1  cent  per  cup. 

The  Brazilian  planters  have  spared  no  means  to  get  the  best  varieties 
of  coffee  trees  from  every  place  where  famous  kinds  exist,  and  the  culti- 
vation receives  more  and  more  attention.  But  they  sufier  from  the  fact 
that  in  the  markets  of  Europe,  as  well  as  of  tbe  United  States,  their 
line  product  is  sold  under  misleading  names — "  Mocha,"  "Old  Qover'a- 
ment  Java,"  "Guatemala,"  "I'orio  Bico,"  etc. — while  everything  that 
is  bad  or  damaged  in  the  cofi'ee  market  is  sold  under  tbe  name  of 
"Santos"  or  "  Bio,"  It  is  regrettable  that  measures  can  not  be  adopted 
against  practices  of  this  kind,  so  hurtful  to  a  very  large  class  of  pro- 
dncere. 

In  Europe,  as  well  as  in  the  United  States,  lovers  of  a  cup  of  coffee 
generally  order  "Mocha"  or  "Moi'ha  and  Java  mixed."  No  writer  of 
fiction  would  allow  his  heroine  to  sip  "Santos"  or  "iiio."  It  is  always 
"Mocha." 
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They  do  not  seem  to  know  that  there  is  Dot  enongb  "Mocha"  grown 
to  supply  New  York  or  Chicago  vith  coft^  for  a  week.  Once  in  a 
while,  a  shipload  of  coffee  is  sent  by  au  enterprising  dealer  from  Santos 
to  Aden,  tJie  seaport  of  the  Uocha  district,  whence  the  cargo  is 
resbipped  to  I'^orope.  Whether  this  is  done  to  improve  the  quality  of 
the  coffee  or  to  keep  np  the  Mocha  iUoslon,  I  do  not  know. 

The  conditions  of  commerce  and  trade  in  8a9  Panlo  are  iar  from  being 
satisfactory  at  present.  The  want  of  ready  cash  is  felt  everywhere,  and 
Interests  and  discounts  are  extremely  high — 1  to  1^  per  cent  per  month 
on  good  paper. 

How  mach  the  impart  trade  of  the  United  States  is  at  a  disadvan- 
tage in  European  competition  is  shown  by  the  following  figures,  cover- 
ing the  period  of  1896,  the  last  figures  available: 


Import.. 

EiporU. 

(mite*!*.. 

120,000,000 

30, 000,000 

M 

23 

280,000.000 

•  Tkklns  lbs  mctiwigs  ralne  ot  the  ■dlnli  In  18M  K 18  cenli  Unlud  State*  oamacy. 

The  export  consists  esclnsively  of  coffee,  upon  which  the  State  levies 
an  export  duty  of  II  per  cent. 

The  import  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Sao  Paulo  is  susceptible 
of  great  development,  if  rationally  and  energetically  pushed,  and  if  our 
manufacturers  succeed  in  obtaining  cheaper  freights.  In  regard  to 
transportation  facilities  and  freight  rates,  the  United  States  is  at  a 
decided  disadvantage  in  the  ports  of  Uio  and  Santos. 

Some  of  the  rates  charged  for  goods  from  the  United  States  by  Eng- 
lish steamers  are  almost  prohibitory. 

Dr.  Lane,  the  president  of  the  Mackenzie  College  in  Sao  Panlo,  who  has 
resided  in  Brazil  since  185.5,  told  me  that  in  1894,  he  imported  from  New 
York,  on  a  Lamport  &  Bolt  steamer,  school  fnrnitnre  valaed  at  94,000, 
and  bad  to  pay  J2,300  freight  on  it.  For  a  New  Jersey  cow  imported 
trom  the  United  States,  he  had  to  pay  9100  freight,  (twice  as  much  as  a 
steerage  passenger  pays),  while  cattle  from  the  river  Plate  to  England 
cost  at  that  time  $15  a  head. 

A  member  of  the  Lidgerwood  Manufacturing  Company  informs  me 
he  was  lately  prevented  by  high  Ireights  and  the  lack  of  shipping  facil- 
ities in  New  York  to  avail  himselfof  otherwise  very  advantageous  ofltera 
of  cast  iron  and  steel  from  the  United  States.  From  dealers  in  Ameri- 
can machinery,  I  hear  similar  complaints.  For  the  following  articles, 
among  others,  American  exporters  might  find  a  lucrative  mai  ket  in  Sao 
Paulo :  Agricultural  implements,  bicycles,  carriages  and  carts  [dump 
carts  and  sewage  carts),  coal,  clocks,  crystal,  cutlery,  electric  appli- 
aDces,  floor,  ftimitare,glassware,  kerosene,  lamps,  all  sorts  of  machinery, 
condensed  milk,  paper,  optical  goods,  plated  ware,  preserves,  rubber 
goods,  shoe  ware,  surgical  iustrumente,  watches,  willow  ware,  and  wooden 
ware. 

Id  the  maDofactnre  of  furniture  for  export  to  Brazil,  no  glue  should 
be  used,  but  only  nails  and  screws,  as  gined  furniture  will  not  with- 
stand the  combined  indneuce  of  heat  and  moisture  prevailing  here. 
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Tebicles,  for  the  same  reason,  and  also  on  account  of  the  bad  roads, 
must  be  built  mncb  heavier,  the  tires  to  be  1^  to  1^  iuches  larger  thaa 
those  in  use  in  the  United  States. 

Oollins's  axes  and  Ames's  shovels,  f^reat  favorites  all  over  Brazil, 
have  lately  suffered  through  cheap  and  worthless  imitations  (even  of 
the  package  and  the  labels)  fh>m  Belgium  and  Germany. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Sao  Paulo  merchants  handling  American 
goods: 

Hardware. — Zeremnier,  BfUow  &  Co.,  Lidgerwood  Mannfoctariug 
Company,  Hasenclever  &  Co.,  Companhia  Luptou,  Lion  &  Co.,  Bickser, 
Brenner  &  Co.,  Compania  Mechanica  e  Importadora,  A.  Trommelt  & 
Co.,  Karl  Yalais  &  Co.,  King,  Ferreira  &  Co. 

Cotton  goods, — D.  Heydenreicb  &  Co. 

Paper, — Van  Orden  &  Co.,  C,  F,  Hammett  &  Co.,  Camillo  S.  Rodriguez 
&  Co.,  E.  Sigueira  &  Co. 

Provi«ions. — Herman  tStoltz  &  Co.,  Francisco  Mnller  &  Co. 

Spirits, — Jo36  Weissohn  &  Co.,  Camillo  S.  Kodriguez  &  Co. 

Brugs, — Baruelt  &  Co. 

The  Santos  coffee  eicporCers  are:  Kaumanii  Ge|)p  &  Co..  Theo.  Wille 
&  Co.,  Ooet  Hayo  &  Co.,  E,  Johnston  &  Co.,  Zereuner,  Btilow  &  Co., 
A.  Trommel  &  Co.,  J.  W.  Doane  &  Co.,  Julian  Haugwitz,  Hard,  Baud 
&  Co.,  Henry  Waltzer  &  Co.,  Nosaack  &  Co.,  Lewis  Brothers,,  W,  F. 
McLanghliu  Si  Co.,  Arbuckle  Bros.,  Aretz  &  Co..  Kriijcbe  &  Co. 

Americans  in  search  of  information  of  a  scieiititlc  character  concern- 
ing Brazil,  and  especially  Sao  Fanio,  will  do  well  to  preserve  the 
addresses  of  the  following  noted  scientists: 

Senhor  Prof.  Orvillo  A.  Derby,  chete  da  commissaA  geographica  and 
geologia,  Sao  Paulo;  Senhor  Dr.  Horace  M.  Lane,  president  Mackenzie 
College,  Caixa  14,  Sao  Paulo. 

In  revising  the  above,  I  find  that  I  have  omitted  to  mention  a  very 
cbaracteriatio  fact,  namely,  that  of  the  83fl  Hteam.ship.s  which  during 
the  last  year  entered  Santos,  the  only  port  of  the  State  of  Sao  Fanlo, 
not  one  sailed  under  the  American  Hag. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  BRAZILIAN  MINISTER  OF  FINANCE- 

CoDBul-General  Seeger  also  sends  the  following,  under  date  of  July 
25-1898: 

Owing  to  the  financial  crisis  in  Brazil,  the  anunal  rex>ort  of  the 
Brazilian  minister  of  finance  was  awaited  this  year  with  more  than 
ordinary  interest. 

It  is  a  summary  of  the  accidents  and  difficulties  which  have  ham- 
pered and  jeopardized  the  financial  progress  of  the  Brazilian  Bepublic 
The  minister  is  exceedingly  frank  in  his  exposition  of  the  causes  which 
nearly  reduced  Brazil  to  a  snspeusion  of  its  payments,  and  did  force  it 
to  seek  an  extension  of  time  from  its  creditors.  An  abstract  of  this 
report,  with  some  comments  in  explanation  of  points  which  are  not 
readily  uuderstood  abroad,  will  be  read  with  interest  in  the  United 
States  by  those  who  are  endeavoiiug  to  extend  our  Ibreigu  commerce. 
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The  mJniBter  ntates  that  tbe  climax  of  tbe  flnanciftl  difficulties  was 
reached  in  1897  and  dnring-  the  first  half  of  the  current  year,  and 
among  a  number  of  causes,  enumerates  the  following: 

Bednced  prodnction  and  excessive  imports;  disturbances,  political 
and  military;  the  serious  decline  in  the  price  of  cofi'ee;  defects  in  the 
system  of  taxation,  the  revenue  being  almost  exclnsively  contribnted 
by  the  custom-houses;  want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  foreigners 
resident  or  having  material  interests  In  Brazil,  producing  a  steady  flow 
of  money  out  of  the  country ;  remittances  to  foreign  countries  by  alien 
artisans  and  laborers  employed  here,  and  to  nonresidents  of  rents, 
interest,  and  dividends  on  investments  in  Brazil;  budgets  badly  organ- 
ized, by  which  insnfBcient  appropriations  were  made,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  which  extraordinaty  credits  had  to  be  opened;  international 
misunderstandings;  variations  in  the  rates  of  foreign  exchange,  and 
consequent  speculation ;  the  absence  of  order  and  discipline,  which  has 
led  to  rioting,  and  culminated  in  tbe  attempt  on  the  life  of  President 
on  November  6, 1897,  and  the  murder  of  the  secretary  of  war;  specola- 
tion  abroad  in  the  securities  of  tbe  country. 

This  IS  a  sufficiently  long  list  of  causes  for  tbe  condition  of  the  Brazil- 
ian treasury,  bat  in  proceeding  with  the  reiwrt  the  minister  virtually 
concentrates  his  attention  upon  three  of  the  above-cited  points,  whidli 
are:  Exchange  difi'erences,  budget  deficits,  and  depreciation  of  tbe 
currency.  He  submits  to  the  President  of  the  Bepablic  various  ideas 
and  plans  which  he  thinks  would  materially  improve  the  conditions 
BOW  almost  unbearable  to  the  nation. 

To  understand  the  conditions  wliieh  give  rise  to  the  exchange  differ- 
ences in  Brazil,  it  will  be  necessary  to  explain  that  the  country's  revenue 
is  collected  exclusively  in  paper  money,  while  such  of  its  obligations  as 
Interest  on  its  foreign  debt  and  interest  guaranties  to  railway  and 
other  corporations  whose  capital  is  famished  by  foreigners  are  payable 
in  gold ;  the  expenses  of  its  diplomatic  corps  and  its  entire  civil  and 
military  establishment  abroad  must  be  met  by  the  purchase  of  foreign 
money  in  the  home  markets.  In  other  words,  the  Brazilian  Treasury 
is  in  direct  competition  for  rates  of  foreign  exchange  with  commercial 
debtors  to  foreign  markets,  and  these  rat«s  of  exchange  are  themselves 
regulated  by  the  produce  exported  from  the  Kepnblic.  It  has,  there- 
fore, been  the  practice  in  organizing  the  annual  budgets,  to  appropriate 
a  Bum  to  meet  any  diflerence  between  the  appropriations  made  for 
payments  in  gold  and  the  cost  of  these  snms  in  paper  money.  This  is 
what  the  minister  means  by  his  repeated  references  to  "  exchange 
differences,"  and  which  he  states  advanced  from  10,000,000  milreis 
(Jl,500,000)  a  few  years  ago  to  110,000,000  milreis  (•  16,500,000)  in  the 
last  budget ;  and  even  this  large  amount  was  not  sufficient  to  meet  the 
difference  between  the  real  cost,  in  paper,  of  the  Government's  remit- 
tances abroad  and  the  amonnt  as  appropriated  in  the  budget. 

Upon  this  question  of  "  exchange  differences"  a  large  portion  of  the 
report  naturally  centers,  for  this  great  expense  has  of  late  years  been 
a  constai't  drain  on  the  treasury. 

Tbe  report  discnsses  the  serious  decline  in  the  value  of  Brazil's  prin- 
cipal export,  coffee,  its  effect  upon  the  value  of  exchange,  and  specula- 
tive tendencies  resulting  therefrom. 

Foreign  exchange  is  conducted  in  Brazil  principally  through  the 
agency  of  five  banks,  three  British,  one  French,  and  one  German,  which 
have  a  practical  monopoly  of  the  business,  and  the  policy  of  these 
Institutions  has  been  to  furnish  no  drafts  on  foreign  markets  nnleas 
they  had  "cover,''  or  bills  against  produce.     Tbe  current   rates  of 
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excbange  are  nataraliy  affected  by  the  transient  saitply  of  or  demand 
for  foreign  money,  leading  speculators  to  boy  or  sell  wbat  they  oan  not 
pay  for  or  do  not  iMSsess  in  anticipation  of  a  rise  or  fall  in  exchange, 
as  the  case  may  be.  Tliis  affected  the  treasnry  also  as  a  competitor  in 
the  same  market,  and  the  minister  comments  upon  the  practice  in  some- 
what harsh  terms. 

For  many  years,  the  exchange  rates  here  were  artificially  sastained 
by  the  simple  pmeesa  of  borrowing  money  abroad,  which  relieved  tbe 
Government  of  all  necessity  of  entering  the  local  markets  to  secnre 
remittances,  or  at  least  reduced  this  necessity  to  sach  a  degree  that 
it  but  slightly  affected  tbe  balance  of  trade,  and  made  Brazil  a  pros- 
perous country.  Bat  on  account  of  grave  errors  committed  by  the 
first  financial  ministers  after  the  Bepablic  was  declared,  it  was  no 
longer  possible  to  contiune  the  former  system,  and  when  the  demand 
for  Government  remittances  was  added  to  that  for  commercial  purposes, 
it  soon  became  evident  that  the  exports  of  the  conntry  were  not  suffi- 
cient to  meet  these  combined  demands.  The  value  of  the  currenc7 
depreciated  more  and  more  until  1895,  when  the  treasury  raised  a  loan 
in  Loudon  of  a  nominal  value  of  £7,300,OUO,  producing  £6,000,000  net, 
after  having  negotiated  a  loan  for  £3,600,000  for  the  Western  Minas 
Bailway,  the  interest  on  which  is  guaranteed  by  the  Brazilian  Govern- 
ment, and  the  proceeds  of  which  were  to  be  paid  over  to  tbe  company 
here  in  currency.  These  transactions  seem  to  have  partially  met  tbe 
obligations  of  the  Government  abroad,  though  tbe  minister  states  that 
iu  January,  1897,  an  additional  loan  of  £1,000,000  was  obtained  from 
the  French  bank  here,  which  was  repaid  in  the  following  ]!foTember  by 
a  loan  of  £2,000,000  in  exchequer  bills  raised  in  Loudon.  According 
to  the  minister's  report,  the  foreign  funded  debt  has  been  increased 
ttom  £30,283,200  in  1889  to  £38,006,400  at  the  present  time. 

The  above  will  at  least  partially  explain  the  manner  in  which  the 
BO-called  "difierences  in  exchange"  have  so  enormously  increased,  antil 
the  country's  foreign  indebtedness  threatened  to  absorb  the  whole  of 
its  revenue. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  speculation,  ever  on  the  alert, 
assumed  that  baukruptcy  threatened  the  country,  and  a  campaign 
was  commenced  that  depressed  exchange  rates  almost  steadily  until 
the  value  of  the  paper  mitreis  on  May  11  was  no  more  than  6|d.  ster- 
ling, or  about  11|  cents  gold.  The  commercial  body  became  alarmed, 
and  a  general  suspension  of  payments  was  threatened,  when  about  one 
week  later,  negotiations  were  set  on  foot  in  London  for  the  relief  of  the 
treasnry,  and  the  gold  value  of  the  milreis  advanced  rapidly,  mining 
the  greater  part  of  the  specnlators.  Since  tbe  middle  of  May,  there 
bave  been  other  changes  in  the  value  of  tbe  currency,  but  as  a  rule  the 
fluctuations  have  not  been  serious  and  of  little  importance  to  legitimate 
trade. 

Budget  differences  are,  nnfortnnately,- Sequent  in  tbe  &iancial  history 
of  Brazil.  Either  the  appropriations  vot«d  have  been  insufflcientor 
the  ministers  have  uuderestimatod  tbe  necessities  of  various  services. 
Whatever  the  cause,  the  result  bas  invariably  been  a  very  substantial 
expenditure  in  excess  of  the  amonnt  appropriated. 

The  depreciation  of  the  cnrrenoy  is  a  subject  apon  which  the  minister 
publishes  a  contribution  from  an  expert.  He  submits  that  from  a  cir- 
culation of  about  211,000,000  milreis  iu  1889,  the  currency  had  increased 
to  about  712,000,000  milreis  in  1806.  This  vast  amount,  it  mast  be 
remembered,  is  irredeemable  paper  or  "token  money,"  of  no  intrinsic 
value,  and  only  used  us  a  convenient  means  of  barter,  and  its  value  is 
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regulated  like  that  of  any  other  comnindity,  by  the  laws  of  demand  and 
supply.  XliDS,  if  an  expOTter  of  prodace  wiahes  to  bay  gold — i.  e.,  ex- 
change his  paper  cnrrency  for  gold — the  amouiit  he  can  obtain  vill 
depend  upon  the  relative  abundance  of  each  kind  of  money ;  the  greater 
the  quantity  of  irredeemable  paper  in  circniation,  the  less  will  be  its 
valne,  aud  the  note  it  will  require  to  purchase  a  unit  of  gold.  So  the 
Brazilian  importer  who  mnst  satisfy  his  foreign  creditor  is  often  com- 
pelled to  pay  several  times  the  actual  amount  of  his  debt,  owing  to  the 
enormous  qusntityand  paltry  valne  of  the  paper  milreis.  The  minister 
seems  to  tbink  that  a  withdrawal  of  a  part  at  least  of  the  currency  is 
absolutely  indispensable,  hut  hesitates  to  effect  this  by  means  of  a 
loan. 

The  minister  prints  the  following  sammary  of  the  movement  in  1897, 
which  he  considers  a  fair  exponent  of  preceding  years: 
Talae  of  •iports,  eiclndiog  specie  and  exchange  drafta,  tb«  rolne  of 

the  milroiB  being  calculated  at  TiJd.  <15.6  cenfe) £26,^2,221 

Tslue  of  Importa,  at  aame  calculation 21,567,660 

Balance  of 6, 18i,G64 

This  was  in  favor  of  Brazil;  but  Government  remittances,  and  those  of 
individuals  for  rents,  revenne,  and  savings,  were  estimat<^  at£9,644,614, 
leaving  a  balance  of  triide  against  the  country  of  £4,460,050. 

These  figures  demonstrate  either  that  the  importation  mast  percep- 
tibly decrease,  or,  as  the  minister  hopes,  exports  must  increase.  I 
incline  to  the  belief  that  the  former  is  the  more  probable,  although  an 
increase  in  the  price  of  coffee  abroad  would  materially  inflneuce  the 
figures. 

The  minister  of  finance  proposes  the  following  means  to  extinguish 
exchange  differences,  balauce  the  budgets,  and  improve  the  value  of 
the  currency : 

First,  he  advises  the  creation  of  a  fand  abroad  by  the  alienation  of 

Eablic  properties,  or  an  extension  of  credit,  by  which  the  treasury  will 
erelievei!  of  all  necessityof  purchasingexchangein  the  local  markets, 
and  b^  the  conversion  of  the  internal  debt,  bearing  interest  payable  in 
gold,  into  one  whose  interest  is  payablein  currency.  This  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  to  a  very  considerable  extent  by  arranging  with  the 
foreign  creditors,  to  have  them  receive  their  interest  for  three  years  in 
funding  bonds,  and  the  Messrs.  Kothscbild  published  a  prospectus  in 
London  on  June  15  last  to  this  efTect;  and  it  is  further  proposed  to  con- 
vert about  124,000,000  milreis  of  Uovernmerit  stock,  which  was  earning  4 
per  cent  per  annum  in  gold, in  to  about  155,000,000  milreis  of  Government 
stock  earning  5  per  cent  currency — a  most  substantial  economy,  for 
unless  exchange  touches  17Jd.  ($0.;}53)  per  milreis,  there  will  be  a  gain 
for  the  Government :  at  present,  the  milreis  is  valned  at  about  7M. 
(«().146). 

To  balance  the  badgets,  the  minister  proposes  to  collectimportduties 
in  gold.  As  at  present  organized,  the  customs  tariffs  are  specific,  but  are 
based  upon  an  ad  valorem  collection  in  which  the  milreis  is  estimated  at 
12d.  sterling  (24  cents).  The  minister  argues  that  as  cost,  freight,  and 
foreign  charges  are  payable  in  gold,  there  is  no  hardship  in  collecting 
duties  in  the  same  specie.  He  points  out  that  the  payment  of  duties  in 
gold,bykeepiug  the  treasury  outofthelocalexchangomarkets.mnsttend 
to  improve  the  value  of  the  eurrenoy.  At  the  same  time,  the  minister 
advocates  an  increase  in  direct  taxation,  which  would  partly  serve  to 
relieve  the  custom-houses  of  their  present  duty  of  collecting  the  greater 
part  of  the  revenue  of  the  coantry.    Internal  revenue  is  already  col- 
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lected  on  tobacco,  matobes,  salt,  effervescent  naters,  and  beer,  bat  the 
minister  considers  an  income  tax  necessary,  although  this  vas  nyected 
by  tbe  Congress  in  its  last  session,  and  is  likely  to  meet  with  great 
opposition  if  it  is  again  proposed. 

To  enhance  the  valne  of  the  currency,  it  is  proposed  to  apply  funds 
to  the  gradual  withdrawal  of  paper.  This  would  certainly  improve 
its  value  by  creating  a  relative  scarcity,  but  tbe  scheme  has  many 
oppoueuts. 

To  summarize,  I  may  say  that  the  actual  financial  position  of  Brazil 
is  far  from  serious.  After  tbe  vicissitudes  through  which  Brazil  has 
passed,  a  period  of  quiet  and  recai>eration  is  ueceseary;  and  if  an 
earnest  attempt  is  made  to  retrench,  as  the  incoming  government  is 
virtually  pledged  to  do;  if  the  great  resources  of  the  country  are  ade- 
quately developed,  the  revenues  equitably  collected,  and  tbe  import 
trade  accommodated  strictly  to  the  legitimate  demand,  there  is  no 
reason  why  Brazil  should  not  emerge  from  its  present  crisis  stronger 
than  before. 


PAHA. 

There  is  a  broad  and  steady  expansion  of  trade  tbrongbout  tbe  (States 
of  Para  and  the  Amasionas.  Tbe  State  of  Para,  or,  more  correctly, 
"Gram"  or  "Gao-Para,"  takes  its  name  from  its  chief  town.  The 
founders  called  it  "Santa  Maria  de  Belem"  (St.  Mary  of  Bethlehem). 
The  town  is  still  called  "Belem,"  althongh  Para  is  the  more  general 
name.  When  the  Portuguese  sought  to  give  it  a  name  based  on  a 
local  characteristic,  they  found  from  the  natives  that  the  principal 
river,  near  which  the  city  is  located,  was  known  as  "  Parana- Asso," 
meaning  Great  Kiver.  They  took  this  to  be  the  native  name  for  the 
Amazon,  bat  subsequently  found  that  the  Tocantins  was  meant. 

The  Para  Hiver  is  connected  with  the  Amazon  by  a  labyrinth  of 
narrow  channels.  The  city  of  Para,  situated  only  about  100  miles  from 
the  moutb  of  the  Amazon  River,  is  the  key  to  an  enormous  stretch  of 
wealthy  country,  and  indications  are  that  it  will  become  the  Chicago 
of  South  America.  It  is  quite  true  that  Manaos  is  growing  by  rap'd 
bounds,  but  she  has  a  long  distance  to  travel  before  she  can  overcome 
the  lead  Para  has  secured. 

Tbe  population  of  the  State  of  Para,  according  to  the  censns  of  1896, 
amounted,  I  believe,  to  577,000  inhabitants.  The  city  of  Para  is  ronghly 
estimated  to  have  nearly  150,000.  The  last  censns  also  showed  that  the 
State  contained  9  towns  with  populations  of  over  10,000,  and  65  with 
populations  varying  from  1,000  to  9,000.  The  State  receives  its  taxes 
in  currency,  and  ia  not  affected  by  exchange,  as  it  has  no  estemal  debt. 

Over  150  steamers  are  employed  on  tbe  Amazon  and  its  tributages 
(about  one-third  of  these  vessels  belonging  to  a  British  company),  and 
the  number  will  be  increased  materially  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
These  vessels  numbered  only  103  three  years  ago.  Large  boats  go  np 
the  river  as  far  as  Iquitos,  nearly  3,000  miles.  The  internal  communi- 
cation afforded  by  the  Amazon  and  its  branohQS  is  so  complete  that 
railroad  and  terrestrial  means  of  transportation  are  not  needed,  exoept 
to  connect  parts  of  rivers  obstructed  by  rapids.  Commerce  at  Para 
has  developed  enormooBly  within  the  past  few  years ;  the  custom-bonse 
is  overwhelmed  with  work,  and  there  are  not  at  present  enough  stores 
to  receive  the  goods  as  they  arrive,  althongh  large  additions  have  re- 
cently been  made.    The  result  is  that  merchandisiB  is  generally  kept  in 
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lighters  Beveraldftys  aud  even  weeks,  before  it  can  be  received  iu  the 
custom -bouse.  This  state  of  affairs  causes  inconvenieuce,  and  exposes 
merchandise  to  deterioration.  It  is  not,  however,  due  to  iuefflcieucy 
oil  tbe  part  of  the  custom  house  offlcials.  On  the  contrary,  the  ofBcers 
In  charge  accomplish  a  great  deal  when  the  small  force  is  taken  into 
consideration. 

Both  lines  of  steamships  running  between  Para  and  Ifew  York  are 
increasing  tbe  number  of  their  ships,  as  they  are  entirely  unable  to 
carry  tbe  heavy  freight  billed  for  this  section  of  the  country.  A  short 
time  ago,  the  two  lines  made  one  trip  each  a  mouth ;  later,  a  bimonthly 
service  was  established;  now  three  trips  are  made,  and  I  am  reliably 
informed  that  on  the  1st  of  next  January,  weeuly  trips  will  be  made. 
Mo  better  evidence  could  be  brought  to  show  the  greatly  increased 
demand  for  United  States  goods.  I  learn  from  the  captain  of  every 
vessel  coming  from  Kew  York  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  any  one 
of  the  steamers  leaving  that  port  to  clear  the  freight  billed  for  Para  and 
the  Amazon.  This  statement  is  gratifying  in  the  extreme,  though  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  these  goods  caa  not  be  hauled  in  American  ships. 

In  the  absence  of  printed  statistics,  it  will  be  impossible  to  farnish 
an  absolutely  correct  list  of  imports.  American  trade  with  Brazil,  bow- 
ever,  has  increased  tremendously  of  late  years,  and  the  broad  expansion 
in  demand  can  not  be  regarded  as  other  than  encouraging. 

The  majority  of  merchants  here  require  from  ninety  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  days'  credit;  some,  of  course,  only  ask  for  half  of  such  time. 
Germans  stand  ready  to  meet  all  retjuireineuts  and  competition.  Our 
SHiesmeu  nuist  expect  to  encounter  sharp  competition.  A  study  of 
conditions  is  absolutely  necessary. 

FLOUR  AMD  FOOD  PBODUCTB. 

We  furnish  all  the  dour  to  this  community,  and,  I  am  proud  to  say, 
there  is  no  room  for  improvement  in  this  particular  article.  We  also 
supply  the  bulk  of  tbe  hams,  bacon,  lard,  and  other  articles  belonging 
to  this  class. 

BOOTS  AND  SHOES. 

United  States  boots  and  shoes  are  recently  securing  quite  a  foothold- 
German- American  agents  have  just  received  upward  of  0,U0O  pairs,  and 
one  advises  me  that  the  attractive  finish  and  superior  workmanship 
enabled  him  to  dispose  of  all  of  bis  consignment,  which  be  had  had 
made  especially  for  this  market  by  a  Boston  house.  This  same  gen- 
tleman has  gone  to  Boston  to  lay  iu  a  much  larger  line  of  shoes.  He 
intends  to  open  an  American  shoe  house,  couBning  himself  entirely  to 
these  goods. 

MACHINERY. 

There  is  a  broa<I  field  for  expansion  in  machinery.  This  line  of  indus- 
try has  made  rapid  strides  in  the  right  direction  daring  the  past  six 
mouths,  and  would  increase  much  more  if  our  manufacturers  would  take 
advantage  of  this  opening.  It  is  my  opinion,  after  a  careful  canvass, 
that  this  trade  could  be  indefinitely  increased  if  a  thoroughly  compe- 
tent agent  were  sent  to  the  spot,  one  with  long  experience  and  practical 
knowledge,  who  could  explain  any  article  he  represented  and  who  knew 
how  to  exhibit  his  ;;oods  to  advantage.  A  rich  harvest  wouid  follow, 
provided  tbe  proper  methods  are  adopted  for  introducing  these  articles. 
Sati»&ictory  results,  however,  can  not  be  brought  about  by  correspond' 
c  E— VOL  1 5a 
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encej  an  energetic  man  must  be  sent,  ouo  who  if  he  fails  at  the  begta- 
ning  will  not  become  discouraged.  It  is  a  common  occurrence  to  receive 
circular  letters  from  American  firms,  descriptive  of  their  wares  or  goods, 
requesting  distribution  among  the  various  mercliants  of  this  place.  In 
three  cases  out  of  four,  the  circulars  are  printed  in  the  English  language. 
Everyone  who  has  handled  American  machinery,  of  whatsoever  nature, 
praises  it  in  high  and  unmistakable  terms,  and  if  I  only  had  the  time 
they  would  seemingly  never  tire  of  telling  me  why  they  prefer  it  to  that 
of  any  other  country. 

WINBS  AND  LIQUOES. 

The  recent  development  in  the  United  States  beer  Jndastry  in  this 
district  is  unprecedented,  so  rapid  has  been  the  growth  of  the  sale  of 
"Sehlitz"  and  "Anheuser,"  both  American  manufactures,  within  the 
last  nine  months.  Our  gina,  whiskies,  brandies,  etc.,  are  also  gaining 
the  market.  It  appears  that  American  beer  is  suitable  for  this  climate, 
being  light,  and  it  is  unquestionably  gaining  ground. 

A  good  market  can  be  created  here  for  California  wines  and  Kentucky 
whiskies  and  brandies,  provided  the  agent  can  make  prices  and  terms 
of  credit  that  will  enable  him  to  compete  with  all  comers.  Tastes  and 
prevailing  customs  must  be  studied  at  every  turn. 

HABDWASE   AND    CUTLEBT. 

There  is  an  excellent  opportunity  for  trade  in  this  line.  Every  hard- 
ware establishment  in  Para  carries  some  goods  manufactured  in  the 
United  States.  Among  other  articles,  I  notice  the  famous  Colt's  and 
Winchester  repeating  riSes,  together  with  many  other  makes  of  less 
reputation.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that,  in  the  absence  of  statistics,  I 
can  not  show  exactly  what  proportion  of  exports  each  country  sends  to 
this  comer  of  the  world. 

I  am  convinced  that  builders'  materials  could  easily  be  marketed 
here;  also,  agricnitural  implements,  such  as  hoes,  shovels,  hayforks, 
spades,  hatchets,  and  axes.  Yale  locks,  hinges,  fastenings,  and  all  kindb 
of  cartridges  find  a  ready  sale.  A  general  line  of  hoosehold  utensils, 
in  my  Judgment,  would  quickly  get  a  foothold  bore,  and  a  nnmber  of 
otfaer  articles  which  belong  to  this  group. 

JBWBLET,    WATCHES,   SPECTACLES,   ETC. 

To  surrender  this  rich  field  to  our  German  competitors,  without 
even  a  struggle,  would  be  Ibolish.  I  have  devoted  considerable  time 
to  this  little  group  of  specialties,  and  I  would  make  the  following 
reco  mmend  ation  s : 

For  spectacles  or  eyeglasses,  I  observe  that  a  metal  known  as  "alloy" 
is  rapidly  gaining  favor;  in  fact,  a  minority  of  the  Jewelers  here  advise 
nie  that  it  will  be  diOicult  to  market  any  other  kind.  This  has  also 
beeu  verified  by  a  traveling  ageut  who  bandies  eyeglasses  exclusively. 

I  am  certain  that  a  market  could  be  created  here  for  a  cheap  line  of 
clocks.  Iuexi>er.sive  watches  would  sell  readily;  say,  for  instance,  one 
selling  for  from  $4.50  t«  $7  orashighas  $9.  Of  this  class,  a  steamship 
load  can  be  sold  here  and  up  the  Amazon.  One  would  also  have  no 
diflicntty  in  disiwsing  of  rolled -gold  or  cheap  plated  Jewelry. 

HIOH-CLA8S  OONFECTIONBRT. 

An  excellent  market  can  be  created  here  for  this  class  of  gooda 
There  is  not  an  establishment  in  Para  dealing  in  confectionery.    A 
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choice  line  of  fancy  or'  mixed  caodies,  together  with  a  fceneral  assort- 
ment of  other  articles  that  are  uaaally  carried  liy  simtJar  honses,  iDcInd- 
tag,  of  coarse,  a  soda  fountain  and  ice-cream  IVeezer,  would  probably 
meet  with  success. 

SEWING  AND  TYPEWEITINQ  MACHINES. 

I  believe  that  not  a  sewing  machine  can  be  found  within  the  limits 
of  this  city,  or  up  the  Amazon  Valley,  except  of  Uuit«d  States  inanu- 
factare.  1  have  made  a  carefnl  canvass,  and  discovered  that  ahuoat 
every  tailor  and  shoemaker  iu  the  city  of  Para,  as  well  as  a  large 
m^ority  of  private  resideuces,  owns  a  sewing  machhie  manufactured 
in  the  United  States;  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  entire  upper  Ama- 
zon is  amply  supplied  with  American  machiuos.  In  fact,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  trace  any  others. 

There  are  very  few  typewriting  machines  in  this  section  of  country 
that  are  not  of  American  make,  and  there  is  a  rapidly  increasing  demand 
for  our  machines.  This  line  of  goods  is  slowly  but  surely  finding  its 
way  into  offices  and  commercial  bouses;  there  is,  however,  ample  room 
for  expansion  iu  this  specialty.  A  rich  harvest  might  be  reaped  within 
a  very  short  time,  provided  a  shrewd  and  experienced  agent  promptly 
entered  the  field.  Oermau  agents  are  scattered  all  over  this  country, 
and  they  Hre  constantly  on  the  lookout  for  oiieniiigs  of  every  nature, 
never  allowing  a  chance  to  escape. '  The  sooner  these  goods  are  placed 
on  the  maket,  the  more  satisfactory  the  results  will  be. 


The  one  marked  development  in  this  district  within  the  past  six 
months,  I  hoar,  has  been  in  the  bicycle  trade.  The  United  States 
machine  was  brought  into  notice  in  the  following  way: 

it  appears  that  for  some  time  past,  the  adoption  of  a  bicycle  by  the 
entire  police  force  lias  been  rapidly  gaining  favor,  and  in  consequence 
thereof,  a  recent  special  session  of  the  board  was  called,  with  a  view 
to  putting  the  question  to  a  test  vote.  After  mature  reflection,  the  offi- 
cers of  said  board  decided  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  bicycle. 
A  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  ol'  three  experts,  with  instruc- 
tions to  carefully  canvass  the  Para  market  with  a  view  to  securing  the 
most  substantial  and  generally  superior  wheel  for  the  least  money.  The 
committee  advised,  in  the  strongest  terms,  a  wheel  made  in  the  United 
States,  adding  that  the  latter  clearly  outclassed  any  other  iu  the  mar- 
ket. The  wheels  were  forthwith  adopted.  The  gratitying  result  was 
that  the  public,  appreciating  the  test,  have  bad  their  faith  in  our  bicy- 
cles greatly  incr^ised.  The  favorable  decision  of  tlie  committee  will 
prove  an  exceptionally  valuable  card  to  American  manufacturers  in 
other  lines,  as  well  as  in  this. 

The  future  outlook  for  this  particular  industry  can  not  be  regarded 
as  other  than  encouraging. 

DKY  GOODS,  HOSIERY,  AND  NOTIONS. 

As  in  other  cases,  I  find  it  impossible  to  obtain  exact  information 
as  to  what  extent  we  supply  this  line  of  trade;  yet  I  feel  confident 
that  we  have  a  fair  share.  In  cotton  goods  of  the  coarser  and 
heavier  quality,  especially  in  blue,  the  work  of  American  mills  is  pre- 
ferred and  has  almost  wholly  supplanted  that  from  the  Manchester 
mills,  or  from  other  parts  of  Europe;  and  the  same  is  true  of  spool  and 
machine  thread,  twine,  and  cordage.    The  trade  in  hosiery  is  very  much 
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divided,  every  conntry  in  Europe,  as  well  as  tbe  United  States,  haying 
a  share.  A  line  of  flashy  silk  handkorcbiefs  would  sell,  I  believe, 
faster  than  anything  I  could  suggest. 


The  principal  import«r8  of  coal  are  the  Amazon  Steam  Narigation 
Company,  A.  Bernard  &  Co.,  tbe  Para  Gas  Company,  Booth  &  Co., 
Silva  Yolhote  and  Co.,  and  Companbia  nrbana  (Electric  Light  Gom- 
panyj.  There  is  but  little  coal  bronght  here  from  the  United  Statas, 
and  it  is  my  opinion  that  proper  steps  are  yet  to  be  taken  in  order  to 
create  a  demand.  Tbe  amonut  of  coal  in  port  at  present  is  roaghly 
estimated  at  more  than  five  times  as  much  as  was  ever  known  to  be  in 
storage  in  Fara  before.  Tbe  English  Government  bought  unusually 
large  quantities  of  coal  during  tbe  late  war.  Up  to  this  writing,  our 
coal  bas  failed  to  secure  a  substantia)  foothold.  I  believe  exports  from 
the  United  States  could  be  developed. 

CAKBIAGES   AND   WAOONS. 

Very  little,  if  any,  progress  has  been  made  in  this  line.  Most  of  the 
goods  are  of  home  make.  From  the  present  outlook,  1  should  not  tbiuk 
one  would  meet  with  much  encouragement  in  attempting  to  market 
wagons,  carriages,  and  other  vehicles  in  this  comer  of  the  world.  The 
same  is  true  of  furniture.  All  such  goods  are  manufactured  here, 
except  tbe  finest  grades,  which  are  purchased  abroad,  either  in  the 
United  States  or  in  Europe. 

DBUGS,  UEDICINGS,  ETC. 

The  terms  of  credit  given  by  European  bouses  are  so  easy  that  drug 
dealers  prefer  to  place  orders  there.  They  also  claim  that  tbe  packing 
is  more  satisfactory  than  ours.  Freights  being  cheaper  to  Kew  York 
than  to  Enrope,  there  is  no  reason  why,  by  adopting  the  proper  methods, 
our  manufacturers  should  not  succeed  in  getting  a  substantial  foothold 
here  in  the  distribution  of  various  drugs;  for  instance,  cures  for  chills 
and  fever,  rheumatism,  neuralgia,  headaches,  gout,  and  other  com- 
plaints common  in  the  tropical  climates.  It  is  |>ositively  necessary, 
however,  to  personally  study  the  market.  It  is  important  to  state  that 
during  my  term  of  office,  notwithstanding  many  drummers  represent- 
ing American  houses  have  cot^ue  here,  not  one  could  speak  the  Portu- 
guese language. 

LUMBER  AND  DOOR   SABHBS. 

In  this  specialty,  the  United  States  bas  the  market.  All  the  mate- 
rial for  manufacturing  boxes  to  hold  the  rubber,  nut«,  etc.,  exported, 
comes  from  the  United  States.  I  hear  that  a  demand  bas  recently 
arisen  for  window  frames^  doors,  and  a  number  of  articles  of  this  class. 
Whenever  one  branch  of  industry  begins  to  develop,  I  find,  upon  inves- 
tigation, that  it  is  due  in  almost  every  instance  to  energy  and  persever- 
ance on  the  part  of  tbe  representative  of  such  industry. 

SBADY-MADE   CLOTHINO. 

There  is  no  such  thing  as  an  establishment  in  Para  carrying  ready- 
made  clothing.    Everything  of  the  kind  is  made  to  order.    It  would 
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Beem,  however,  that  sach  goodn  coald  easily  find  a  market.  The  cheap- 
ent  line  of  clothing,  together  vitli  calicoes,  domestics,  and  fancy  goods, 
should  he  sent. 

HTJSICAT^    INSTBUHEMTS. 

There  is  an  unosoally  active  demand  in  Para  for  mnsical  instraments, 
including  both  those  for  house  and  street  music ;  and  there  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  golden  opportaoity  here  for  some  competent  salesman. 

ASPHALT  PATBHBNT. 

This  pavement  is  rapidly  growing  in  favor  here,  and  I  feel  positive 
that  this  industry  can  easily  be  developed.  I  have  studied  the  pros- 
pects and  had  interviews  with  those  who  are  in  a  position  to  know,  and 
I  believe  that  a  most  highly  satisfactory  harvest  will  attend  effort  in 
this  particular  branch.  A  considerable  amount  of  this  work  has 
already  been  done,  but  the  bulk  remains  to  be  completed  by  contract, 

MISOELLAKEOTJS. 

Iron  flttingB  and  oil  aud  distemper  paints  are  much  in  use  for  houses, 
and,  as  every  house  has  a  long  glass  corridor,  common  glass  for  window- 
panes  is  in  good  demand.  Tarpaulinsand  waterproof  canvas  can  easily 
be  marketed  here,  on  account  of  the  rainy  climate.  The  ordinary  water- 
proof can  surely  get  a  foothold,  provided  etTort  is  made  to  introduce  it 
in  this  market.  Goal,  machine  oil,  paint,  rope,  and  twine  are  in  demand 
for  the  largely  increasing  number  of  steamers  plying  up  and  down  the 
Amazon  and  its  tributaries.  I  observe  numerous  articles  of  United 
States  manufacture  in  this  market,  but  so  distributed  as  to  render  it 
impossible  to  even  approximate  to  what  extent  our  goods  have  been 
introduced.  Among  other  things,  I  see  scales,  balances,  hatchets,  axes, 
knives,  oils,  paints,  varnishes,  nails,  files,  and  sailcloth  (blue  drill)  fix>m 
the  United  States.  The  fast-growing  requirements  leave  ample  room 
for  improvement  in  the  export  of  various  lines. 

Enropeaits  furnish  this  market  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  can- 
ned provisions,  but  I  am  sure  that  the  United  States  has  a  fair  share. 

When  the  fast-growing  requirements  of  this  flourishing  district  are 
considered,  and  the  fact  that  there  are  no  signs  of  any  important 
resource  becoming  exhausted  for  a  century  to  come,  my  recommenda- 
tions may  not  seem  too  strong. 

NATURAL  RRSOURCES. 

The  chief  natural  products  of  this  State  consistof  rubber,  cocoa,  and 
nuts.  The  wealth  of  the  State  and  the  city  are  founded  on  the  first 
article;  the  other  two,  while  important,  not  sufficing  to  take  the  place 
of  the  important  industry  of  rubber.  Rice  of  excellent  quality  used 
to  be  grown  and  exported  from  here,  but  of  late  years  has  been  sadly 
neglected.  The  mass  of  laborers  subsist  on  manioc  (or  mandioca),  salt 
fish  from  the  Amazon,  and  jerked  beer&om  Uruguay  and  southern  Brazil. 
The  upper  classes  live  almost  entirely  on  imported  food.  The  island 
of  Marajo  contains  cattle,  but  not  siifGcient  for  the  demand  here,  and 
in  consequence,  large  ship  loads  of  cattle  come  this  way  monthly  from 
the  Argentine  Republic.  Flour,  bacon,  preserved  fruits  and  food,  bis- 
cuit, ham,  and  a  general  line  of  provisions  come  &om  the  United  States. 
Freeh  vegetables,  codfish,  and  many  articles  come  from  Portugal.    Per- 
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uambaco  snpplieB  sngar.  Caoe  grows  well  iit  tbiB  State,  bat  is  only  cul- 
tivated for  tUe  distillation  of  ram  for  local  consumption. 

France  always  consnmes  tbe  balk  of  the  cocoa  produced;  daring  tbe 
year  under  consideration,  her  share  was  something  near  3,500  toua,  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  dividing  tbe  remaining  500  tons. 

Nutg. — The  center  of  produGtio,u  of  nut«  is  along  tbe  banks  of  the 
rirer  Tocantius.  In  fact,  the  States  of  Para  and  Amazonas  produce  all 
the  Brazil  nats  exported.  The  amounts  and  distribution  are  contained 
in  the  following  table,  which  has  been  obtained  from  a  reliable  sonrce: 


X«r. 

Unibxl  Statss. 

44)370 
62.173 
119,344 

M.m 

91,3S2 
57.  ZM 

Eo^p. 

ToUl. 

HecMUtn. 

e«|«2 
35;  a» 

1U,6B1 

.a;  741 

auTis 

31.93« 

as 

HttUMtrt. 

Note.— One  heotolit«  is  eqnal  to  Sj  biuliBlB. 

I  find  it  impossible  to  obtain  accurate  flgares  for  the  six  montbsended 
June  30, 189S.  Itis  the  opinion  of  those  who  are  in  a  position  to  receive 
the  latest  and  most  reliable  information,  that  about  85,000  hectoliters 
were  received  at  this  port  within  the  firstsix  months  of  this  year,  which 
amount  was  about  equally  divided  between  the  United  States  and 
Europe. 

Woods. — The  vegetable  kingdom  is  well  represented;  the  plants  fiir- 
nish  gums,  resins,  nuts,  oils,  spices,  dyes,  building  and  cabinet  woods, 
aromatic  esHences,  etc.  A  list  and  description  of  even  the  chief  of  these 
would  be  too  lengthy  for  this  report.  Besides  over  200  varieties  of 
palms,  the  forest  contains  over  25,000  different  kinds  of  trees,  all  so 
scattered  that  it  would  be  difQcult  to  lind  more  than  two  or  tnree  of 
the  same  kind  in  1  square  mile.  It  is  perhaps  dne  to  the  inacces- 
sibility of  the  Amazonian  flora,  that  building  and  cabinet  woods  are  not 
exported.  There  are  many  varieties  of  elastic  gums  obtained  from 
several  orders  of  plants,  and  ased  for  different  purposes  in  commerce. 
Tbe  gums  are  commonly  divided  into  two  classes,  viz,  india  rubber 
and  gutta-percha.  The  principal  commercial  difference  is  that  india 
rubber  is  elastic,  whereas  gatta-percha  becomes  hard  when  kept  in  a 
cool  temperature.  For  tliis  reason,  the  latter  is  used  for  the  insolation 
of  submarine  cables.  The  best  quality  comes  from  the  following  places : 
Upper  Amazons,  Lower  Amazons,  Madagascar,  Akkra,  Central  America, 
Lagos,  Kongo,  and  East  Africa. 

Awfrfier.— The  first  scientific  description  of  tbe  South  American  rub- 
ber tree  was  made  by  Aublet,  a  French  botanist,  who  studied  the  plant 
in  French  Guiana.  In  1775,  he  named  the  tree  "hevea  gnyanensis." 
He  stated  that  it  is  called  "heva"  by  tbe  inhabitants  of  the  province 
of  Esmeraldas,  near  Quito;  "  siringa"  by  the  tiaripou  Indians;  "pao 
seringa,"  by  the  Portuguese  of  Para,  and  "caoutchouc"  by  the  Maina 
Indians.    "Siringa"  is  probably  of  onomatopuBio  origin. 

From  the  beginning  of  this  century  until  about  1865,  British  and 
German  botanists  named  the  rubber  trees  "siphonia."  In  1805,  Mailer 
reestablished  the  generic  name  givei.  by  Aublet. 
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Babber  was  first  introduced  from  Sontli  America  iato  Europe  in  1736 
by  tbe  French  astronomer,  La  Gondamiue.  He  reported  tbat  Peni- 
vian  Indians  nsed  it  for  various  porpoaes.  The  Indians  inhabiting  the 
Amazonian  forest  were  the  first  manufacturers  of  india  rubber.  An 
English  artist  discovered,  in  1770,  that  the  new  gum  was  admirably 
adapted  for  rubbing  out  pencil  marks.  He  wrote  a  paper  on  the  sab- 
jeot,  and  informed  his  contemporaries  that  a  cubic  inch  of  this  sob- 
etance,  costing  only  Ss.,  would  last  for  years.  It  was  used  for  no  other 
purpose  in  England  than  efiaciog  lead-iiencil  marks  for  about  half  a 
century  after  this  discovery;  hence  the  name  "rubber." 

The  material  was  first  manufactured  into  waterproof  clothing  in 
France  towards  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Later,  the  firm  of 
Macintosh,  of  Manchester,  manufactured  waterproofa  on  a  large  scale. 

The  "  hevea"  tree  is  not  conspicuous;  people  have  traveled  thousands 
of  miles  through  the  rubber  region  and  lived  for  years  in  the  centers 
of  the  industry  without  even  noticing  it.  The  newcomer  invariably 
expects  to  see  the  familiar  glossy,  dark-green  leaves  of  the  Ficus.  In 
appearance,  the  "hevea"  resembles  the  English  ash  more  than  any- 
thing else.  It  grows  to  a  height  of  upwards  of  60  feet.  The  leaves 
are  bifoliate.  The  blossoming  season  is  in  August,  and  the  fruit  ripens 
in  December  and  January.  The  seeds  should  be  planted  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  they  soon  lose  vitality. 

The  localities  where  rubber  trees  thrive  the  best  are  on  islands  and 
low  ground  near  rivers,  wheie  the  banks  are  periodically  inundated. 
Ground  that  is  above  water  at  all  times  or  that  has  no  drainage  is  not 
stiitftble.  The  peculiarity  of  this  rubber  tree  is  that  it  will  not  grow 
satisfactorily  on  cleared  or  opened  ground.  It  requires  the  shade  of 
other  trees  and  still  air  fh)m  the  time  that  its  growth  begins  until  it 
becomes  an  adult  tree.  Without  these  conditions,  the  supply  of  milk 
is  very  much  affected.  In  fact,  the  tree  has  beeu  known  to  die  soon 
after  the  clearing  of  ground  around  it.  No  cultivation  worth  fnention- 
ing  has  beeu  attempted  in  the  region  of  the  Amazon.  It  is  considered 
useless  to  invest  capital  in  cultivation,  so  long  as  the  Amazonian  forests 
show  no  signs  of  exhaustion.  The  "hevea"  requires  about  fifteen  years 
to  mature.  That  is  too  long  for  the  ordinary  investor  to  wait.  The 
area  that  is  known  to  produce  para  rnbber  amounts  to  at  least  1,500,000 
square  miles.  Further  exploration  will  no  doubt  show  that  this  area  is 
far  underestimated.  On  the  lliver  Aquiry  or  Acre,  one  of  the  tributa- 
ries of  the  Biver  Fnrus,  200  trees  yield  as  much  as  3  tons  of  rubber  per 
aoDum.  Great  quantities  of  "hevea"  are  known  to  exist  on  the  banks 
of  the  Japura,  but  tbat  district  has  not  yet  been  opened  up. 

The  Amazonas  Bubber  Estates  Company,  Limited  (recently  organized 
with  headquarters  at  London  with  a  capital  of  £300,000),  will  have  its 
branch  headquarters  atManaos.  The  director  and  his  assistants  are 
now  on  the  ground,  and  instructions  have  been  given  to  begin  the  col- 
lection of  rnbber.  The  company's  property  is  situated  nearly  500  miles 
from  Hanaos,  on  the  Kiver  Teffe,  and  comprises  90,000  acres.  The 
company  has  contracted  for  the  constrnction  of  a  steam  tug  to  ply 
between  the  estates  and  Manaos. 

The  State  of  Amazonas,  like  Para,  has  adopted  a  gold  basis  for  its 
budget. 

The  Rubber  Estate  of  Para,  Limited  (also  British,  with  headquarters 
in  England,  and  branch  office  here),  is  a  new  concern  with  a  capital  of 
£350,000,  owning  an  area  of  284  square  miles,  or  about  182,354  acres, 
containing  3,000  rubber  roads,  of  100  trees  each.  The  ontpnC  on  these 
estates  has  reached  in  one  year  322  tons,  and  with  proper  maoageinent, 
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I  am  adrised  by  tbe  most  cre<1ible  autliority  in  Para,  can  easily  be 
increased  to  eonaiderably  over  500  tuns. 

The  condition  uf  tbe  india-rubber  market  is  one  of  exceptional  actiy- 
ity,  marked  by  daily  and  even  hourly  Huctuationa.  Tbe  past  few  days 
have  developed  marked  signs  of  an  upward  tendency.  It  is  impossible 
to  calculate  in  advance  the  extent  of  the  Para  rubber  crop,  though, 
judging  from  the  present  outlook,  there  will  probably  be  a  very  large 
increase  over  that  of  last  year.  It  is  certain  that  1  he  rubber-producing 
area  in  this  Amazon  section,  recently  discovered  and  untonched,  is 
hundreds  of  times  larger  than  that  now  being  worked.  The  price  of 
crude  rubber  is  fixed  in  the  foreign  markets,  especially  New  Tork  and 
London.  The  buyer,  stationed  here,  carefully  watches  the  market,  and 
calculates  his  price  in  accordance  with  quotations  received  from  those 
cities.    It  is  very  difficult  to  make  a  correct  rate,  so  rapid  is  the  exchange. 

There  entered  this  port  during  the  fiscal  year  1897-9S,  22,357  tons  of 
mbber,  and  of  this  amount,  11,422  tons  were  shipped  to  the  United 
States  and  10,796  to  Europe.  Tbe  State  of  Para  does  not  produce 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  rubber  shipped  through  this  porL  the 
balance  coming  from  tbe  State  of  Amazonas,  as  well  as  from  Pern, 
Bolivia,  etc.  This  city  is  a  convenient  shipping  jmint,  on  account  of  its 
telegraphic  and  banking  facilities.  The  principal  bearing  areas  in  the 
State  of  Para  are  the  islands  in  tbe  liiver  Amazon,  near  the  city,  the 
principal,  Mar^o,  having  an  area  of  2,500  square  miles;  the  banks  of 
the  river  Tocantins;  tbe  banks  of  the  rivers  Xingu,  Jary,  aud  Tapajoe. 
Tbe  upper  and  lower  districts  of  the  Amazon  produce  the  same  kind  of 
rubber,  but  that  coming  from  tbe  upper  river  obtains  a  slightly  higher 
price,  being  dryer  by  the  time  it  reaches  the  port  of  shipment. 

The  collecting  season  in  the  Lower  Amazons  begins  when  the  waters 
have  subsided — about  July— and  euiis  in  January  or  February.  Ool- 
lecting  is  not  undertaken  ns  a  mlein  the  wet  season,  because  the  quan- 
tity of  water  that  accumulates  iu  tbe  forest  impedes  the  movements  of 
the  collectors,  and  the  rain  water  that  runs  on  the  trunks  of  trees  pre- 
vents tbe  clay  cups  from  iidbering  to  the  bark.  The  sap  is  also  weaker 
in  this  season. 

Tbe  collectors  employed  are  principally  Brazilians,  immigrants  from 
the  neighboring  States  of  Oeara,  Maranham,  and  Piaahy;  also  Porta- 
gnese  and  half-castes.  The  pure  South  American  Indian  is  of  very  little 
nse  as  a  laborer.  He  has  few  wants,  lives  by  fishing  and  hunting,  and  is 
less  dependent  on  labor  than  more  civilized  people.  There  are  many 
thousands  of  collectors  in  the  rubber  field,  yet  this  number  does  not 
supply  the  demand.  The  last  few  years  have  shown  a  steady  and  rapid 
increase  in  the  exports  of  rubber,  and  while  labor  has  also  gradually 
increased,  it  has  failed  to  keep  pace  with  the  fast-growing  demand. 
There  bas  been  a  marked  increase,  however,  in  the  lalwring  class  in  the 
last  six  months,  on  account  of  the  droughts  in  the  State  of  Ceara  aud 
thedistresB  in  the  once  flonrishing  Stateof  Maranham,  which,  in  former 
years,  derived  its  wealth  principally  from  cotton. 

The  governor  of  Para  has  recently  issued  an  order  directing  that  free 
passage  be  given  to  persons  who  wish  to  migrate  hither  from  the  droaght- 
atricken  regions  of  Ceara.  No  doubt,  the  efi'ect  will  be  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  rubber  gatherers  available  Ibr  tbe  Amazon  districts, 
which  has  already  risen  to  large  proportions,  tbe  last  steamer  from  the 
south  having  brought  about  1,200,  making  a  total  of  25,000  immigrants 
since  the  first  of  the  year.  Many  of  these,  however,  return  to  their 
homes  as  soon  as  they  have  accumulated  a  small  competence.    The 
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State  lias  tried  ttie  experiment  or  introducing  Spaiiisli  laborers,  bat 
Id  every  instance,  it  failed. 

Among  other  articles  used  in  the  india-rubber  industry  is  a  clay  fun- 
nel, in  shape  very  ranch  like  an  ordinary  toilet  water  jug,  without  a 
bottom  or  handle.  It  is  made  of  the  clay  that  is  found  in  most  parts 
of  the  Amazon  region.  The  fuel  used  in  the  funnel  consists  generally  of 
the  nnte  of  the  following  palms:  Xativename — "Uracnri,"  "Tncama," 
"luaja;"  botanical  name — AttaUa,  Aatrocaryum,  and  Maximiliana 
regia.  It  was  at  one  time  imagined  that  the  excellence  of  Para  rubber 
was  greatly  dae  to  the  kind  of  fuel  used  in  curing  it.  The  palms  that 
famish  the  fuel  were  accordingly  transplanted  to  Africa,  with  a  view 
to  making  Para  rubber  there.  The  experiment,  however,  has  not  met 
with  success.  The  reason  these  nuts  are  selected  in  Brazil  is  because 
they  emit  a  continuous  dense  smoke,  and  are  more  portable  than  other 
fnet  obtainable.  However,  when  none  of  the  palms  named  are  accessible, 
bark  and  twigs  are  used  as  fuel. 

Everyone  engaged  in  the  forest  carries  a  wood  knife.  Oneofitsuses 
is  to  cut  down  fuel  for  the  preparation  of  rubber ;  the  blade  is  about  26 
inches  long  and  about  2  inches  broad.  All  the  knives  are  imported 
ftom  the  United  States.  Owing  to  the  damp  climate,  the  blades  are 
electroplated,  thus  preventing  their  becoming  rusty  before  they  are 
marketed.  The  handles  are  made  of  wood,  and  are  carved  or  inlaid 
with  brass. 

The  rubber  collector's  ax  is  a  very  small  affair.  It  is  required  to  chip 
a  smooth  surface  on  tbe  bark  preparatory  to  attaching  a  cup  to  the 
tree.  Tbe  handling  of  tbe  ax  requires  great  skill  in  order  not  to  injure 
the  bark.  A  smooch  surface  ie  made  in  order  to  prevent  impurities 
from  mixing  with  the  sap. 

The  cu]>B  are  of  clay  or  tin.  The  former  are  attached  to  the  bark  by 
means  of  a  little  day.  Their  weight,  however,  makes  them  inconvenient 
to  carry  when  the  trees  to  be  tapped  are  separated  by  long  intervals; 
the  collector  then  prefers  to  carry  tin  cnps,  which  nre  much  lighter 
tlian  the  others.  They  easily  penetrate  into  the  bark  by  means  of  their 
sharp  edges,  and  hold  to  the  tree  without  the  use  of  clay.  The  use  of 
the  tin  cnp,  however,  is  to  some  extent  injurious  to  the  tree. 

Part  of  the  collector's  outfit  consists  of  a  light  gourd — large  enough 
to  carry  the  contents  of  from  500  to  700  cups.  A  clay  bowl  is  next 
required  in  order  to  receive  the  contents  of  the  gourd.  It  is  of  sufficient 
size  to  contain  the  product  of  several  days'  work  before  it  is  cured. 
The  calabash  tree  provides  calabashes  which  areerajiloyed  to  ladle  the 
milk  from  the  clay  bowl  into  tbe  mold.  A  broadbladed  wooden  pad- 
dle is  used  as  a  mold  and  is  made  locally.  This  completes  the  outflt  for 
the  rubber  collector.  All  these  articles  are  made  locally  with  the  excep- 
tion of  tbe  knives.  The  axes  and  the  tin  cups  are  manufactured  in  the 
towns  and  villages  of  the  Amazon  region. 

The  collector  has  to  use  his  knire  to  cut  his  way  tbrougli  the  nnder- 
growtb,  and  also  to  cut  down  a  sapling  occasionally  to  bridge  a  rivulet 
At  times  heis  knee  deep  in  ooze  or  up  to  his  waist  in  water.  On  arrival 
at  a  rubber  tree  he  chips  away  tbe  rongh  parts  of  the  bark,  makes  a 
more  or  less  smooth  surface,  attacbes  a  cnp  and  makes  a  small  gash 
above  for  the  sap  to  fall  into  tbe  cup,  and  repeats  this  process  in  a  line 
round  the  tree  until  he  has  attached  six  or  seven  cnps.  Then  he  pro- 
ceeds to  the  next  tree  and  does  tbe  same.  Ue  continues  this  process 
until  he  has  tapped  from  75  to  150  trees,  which  can  be  done  in  a  day  it 
they  are  not  too  for  apart.    On  tbe  following  days,  the  gashes  in  the 


^dbvGoO^^lc 


826  COMMERCIAL   RELATIONS. 

trees  are  made  a  trifle  lower  down  than  the  first  ooes.  Some  collectors 
tap  tbe  trees  in  the  morning  and  retarn  to  collect  the  sap  in  the  even- 
ing, vhereaa  others  tap  in  the  evening  and  collect  in  the  morDiag.  An 
expert  gathers  7  pounds  daily  in  the  Lower  Amazon;  iu  the  Upper 
Amazon,  three  times  this  amount  is  collected. 

When  the  accumulation  of  rubber  is  sufflcient — usually  in  three  or 
four  days — ttie  collector  liglits  a  fire  in  the  hnt  he  has  erected,  places 
the  funnel  over  the  fire,  poai-s  a  thin  coat  of  milk  over  the  paddle,  and 
holds  it  over  the  smoke  to  coagulate.  The  process  is  repeated  until  a 
lat^e  cake  has  been  formed.  To  release  the  paddle  from  the  cake,  it  is 
necessary  to  make  a  slit  on  one  side.  The  paddle  mold  makes  a  cake 
of  auiform  and  even  shape,  and  is  in  general  use  in  the  State  of  Para. 
In  other  parts,  a  spit  is  placed  on  two  upright  forked  sticks,  and  given 
a  rotary  motion.  By  this  meaus,  the  rubber  is  cnred  with  greater  ease. 
Paddle-smoked  rubber  is  decidedly  preferred,  as  it  is  drier  and  seem- 
ingly more  carefully  cured. 

Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  introduce  improved  curing  appa- 
ratus. TTp  to  this  writing,  however,  it  has  not  been  receiv^  with 
popular  favor,  because  the  common  method,  although  very  primitive, 
possesses  the  advantages  of  being  simple  and  inexpensive.  The  pro- 
cess of  curing  rubber  is  extremely  injurious  to  the  eyes.  Many  cases 
of  total  blindness  result  therefrom. 

There  are  three  grades  of  Para  rubber,  viz,  fine,  medium,  and  coarse. 
If  rubber  is  not  tiniform  and  contains  impurities,  it  is  classified  as 
medium.  The  coarse  quality,  or  "Semamby,"  consists  of  scraps  that 
have  not  been  cured. 

Insufficient  labor  is  the  most  serious  difBcnlty  in  the  mbber  industry. 
It  would  scarcely  seem  advisable  to  invest  money  in  rubber  estates, 
unless  the  owner  first  can  see  his  way  clear  to  obtain  sufflcient  labor 
with  which  to  collect  the  rubber.  In  reality,  the  genuine  owner  of  the 
produce  of  the  forest  is  the  collector,  not  the  landowner. 

As  a  rule,  the  landowner  makes  advances  to  the  collectors  for  their 
outfit,  food,  eto.,  and  in  return  receives  the  mbber  collected  by  them. 
He  sells  the  produce  on  the  collector's  account,  retaining  20  per  cent 
for  himself,  and  continues  making  advances  iu  such  munner  that  the 
collector  always  remains  in  his  debt  and  consequently  iu  his  service. 
It  frequently  happens,  however,  that  the  collector  takes  the  advance 
and  fraudulently  disposes  of  the  rubber  to  any  buyer  who  may  be  on 
hand.  A  great  deal  of  leakage  occurs  iu  this  way,  and  I  believe  no 
method  of  preventing  it  has  been  discovered.  This  is  another  of  the 
difficulties  of  thelanded  proprietor.  Oneof  themethodsiu  practiceia 
to  lease  the  trees  in  lots  of  75, 150,  or  200,  at  a  given  sum  per  annum, 
and  to  stipulate  that  the  lessee  shall  sell  the  rubber  and  purchase  all 
hissupplies  from  the  owner.  The  lessee  works  his  lot  to  the  utmost,  and 
usually  earns  a  handsome  profit  after  paying  the  reut,  and,  although 
the  owner  does  not  obtain  the  full  value  of  the  lots  rented,  he  makes 
up  for  it  by  charging  commission  on  goods  supplied,  ete. 

The  profits  of  the  rubber  industry  would  seeiu  to  be  large,  because 
the  employer  keeps  20  per  cent  and  makes  about  the  same  on  the  goods 
supplied  the  employees;  but  it  must  be  considered  that  out  of  100 
employees,  whose  outfit  and  traveling  expenses  have  been  advanced, 
at  least  76  die,  desert,  or  return  to  their  homes  on  account  of  illness. 
Tbe  expense  incurred  for  them  is  accordingly  a  dead  loss,  and  when 
this  is  deducted  Irotn  the  total  income,  the  profit  is  greatly  reduced. 

Tbe  "  aviador"  is  a  person  who  advances  supplies  and  capital  to  the 
rubber  collector  in  exchange  for  rubber.    The  principal  "aviador" 
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resides  at  the  chief  centers,  and  flDances  a  Dumber  of  smaller  "avia- 
dores,"  vho  travel  abont  in  the  rabber  industries.  The  exporters  of 
mbber  are  mostly  agents  of  United  States  and  British  importers. 
They  buy  from  the  "aviadores"  in  the  principal  centers. 

The  following  table  gives  the  monthly  entries  of  rubber  at  the  port 
of  Para,  for  the  tvelve  months  ended  Jaue  30, 1898: 
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The  following  list  shows  the  principal  centers  of  production  in  the 
State  of  I'ara,  and  output  during  the  year  189&-U7  (later  returus  not 
being  accessible  at  this  wiiting) : 
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The  prospects  for  the  crop  of  1808-99  are  promising,  for  the  rains 
have  not  lasted  as  long  aa  asnal,  and  collectors  can  set  to  work  earlier 
than  usual.  Two  large  steamsbipa  loaded  down  to  their  utmost  with 
immigrants  are  now  in  this  harbor,  on  their  way  to  the  rabber  fields. 


COMMUNICATION. 


There  are  foar  steamship  lines  that  place  Para  in  constant  and  rapid 
commnnication  witn  the  United  States  and  Europe,  besides  several 
Brazilian  lines  that  are  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade.  Two  of  the 
lines  are  British,  one  Italian,  and  the  other  is  Portuguese.    The  Bed 
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CnwB  Line  and  tlie  Booth  Steamsliip  Line,  Limited,  are  both  of  Liver- 
pool, thongh  each  has  a  branch  oflBce  at  New  Tork.  Their  combiaed 
fleets,  1  am  advised,  number  somatbing  near  forty  cargo  and  passenger 
vessels.  Tbe  steamers  start  from  Liverpool,  calling  at  Hamburg  and 
Havre,  Oporto,  Lisbon,  Madeira,  Para,  and  Mauaos,  stopping  at  the 
same  ports  on  the  way  back,  with  the  exception  of  Oporto,  Havre,  and 
Hamburg.  The  call  at  Havre,  I  understand,  depends  on  cargo,  and 
Hamburg  is  not  touched  on  the  return  voyage,  as  there  is  very  little 
cargo  for  that  port  from  Para  and  Manaos.  The  British  companies 
have  also  established  regular  lines  from  Manaos  and  Para  to  New  York 
and  back,  by  way  of  Barbados.  These  two  lines  do  all  the  carrying 
trade  between  tbe  United  States  and  northern  Brazil.  Both  lines  have 
been  established  for  over  thirty  years.  Neither  is  in  any  way  subsi- 
dized, as  1  understand,  and  if  they  have  obtained  the  greatest  share  of 
the  carrying  trade,  it  has  been  the  result  of  untiring  energy,  persever- 
ence,  and  excellent  management. 

The  Ligure  Brazilieira  line  of  Italian  steamers  possosses  three  modem 
steamers  that  ply  between  Genoa,  Lisbon,  Para,  and  Manaos,  calling 
at  Spanish  ports  on  the  way.  This  line  receives  a  subsidy  fixim  the 
Btat«B  of  Para  and  Amazonas.  The  Portuguese  line  belongs  to  the 
Arm  of  Andressen  &  Co.,  of  Oporto,  and  consists  of  two  or  three  vessels. 

The  fere  ftx)m  £uro[>e  is  only  $50,  while  that  from  New  York  to  Para 
is  $90.  The  difference  is  due  to  the  fact  that  considerable  more  com- 
petition is  in  force  between  here  and  Europe.  Tbe  fare  from  here  to 
Manaos  is  $20,  and  the  fare  f^om  Para  to  Iquitos,  Peru,  a  distance  np 
the  Amazon  of  nearly  3,000  miles,  is  tiS. 

As  already  stated,  the  New  York  lines  are  about  to  provide  increased 
carrying  facilities.  I  have  it  from  a  reliable  source  that  five  new  steam- 
ers, with  a  capacity  of  3,000  tons  each,  will  shortly  he  added  to  the 
present  fleeL 

The  French  line  of  steamers,  the  Messageries  Maritimes.  is  about  to 
establish  a  line  from  here  to  the  Kiver  Plate,  taking  in  Bio,  Montevideo, 
and  Buenos  Ayres.    This  commences  to  operate  next  month. 

The  Para  Braganca  Bailway  was  built  to  encourage  agriculture  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Para,  but  as  Brazilians  prefer  to  collect  rubber, 
and  immigrants  follow  their  example,  the  result  is  that  agriculture  is 
abandoned  and  the  railway  is  said  not  to  be  paying.  The  length  of  the 
road  is  seventy-odd  miles. 

A  concession  has  been  granted  a  foreign  company  to  build  a  railroad 
between  Alcobaca  and  Para  da  Bainha.  The  object  is  to  establish 
communication  on  tbe  Touantins  and  Aragoaya  rivers,  over  the  stretch 
which  is  obstructed  by  about  100  miles  of  rapids. 

The  Amazon  Gable  Company  has  established  cable  commnoicatioQ 
with  all  the  principal  ports  of  the  rivers  of  the  State.  The  line  to 
Manaos  is  one  of  great  importance.  The  commercial  development  of 
Manaos  depends  upon  it  to  a  considerable  extent. 

The  steamship  lines  running  between  here  and  New  York  advertise 
to  leave  Para  on  the  4th,  14th,  and  24th  of  every  month,  but,  unfortn- 
nately,  they  often  fail  to  leave  on  scheduled  time.  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars' worth  of  rubber  and  other  goods  were  purchased 
for  shipment  to  New  York  by  tbe  steamer  which  was  advertised  to 
leave  on  scheduled  time,  September  24,  1898,  but,  unfortunately,  the 
boat  failed  to  appear  until  four  days  later.  There  was  general  dissatis- 
faction, as  there  is  a  tremendous  shrinkage  in  rubber  every  twenty-four 
hours,  and  the  loss  is  heavy.  Perhaps,  if  the  press  would  take  hold  of 
this  matter,  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  stimulate  the  steamship  lines 
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to  either  leave  as  advertised  or  famish  a  anbatitute  steamer.  It  appears 
that  the  steamer  called  at  Manaos,  and  for  some  reason  or  other  vas 
delayed.  Meanwhile,  the  cable,  as  frequently  happens,  was  Dot  in  work- 
ing'order,  and  it  was  impossible  to  leam  the  cause  of  the  delay. 

The  rate  of  freight  from  Para  to  Now  York  is  25  cents  x>er  cabic  foot, 
or,  as  I  am  informed  by  merchants,  about  17  per  cent  less  than  it  is 
from  here  to  Europe. 

EXCHAKOE. 

The  rate  of  exchange  for  the  year  1898  has  ranged  from  5^  to  &^. 
The  market  lias  been  snbject  to  extreme  Huctuation  the  past  six  months. 
The  cable  not  being  in  good  working  order  at  times,  renders  it  all  the 
more  dangerous  to  rubber  dealers. 

GBNBBAL  BEKABKS. 

The  absence  of  proper  banking  facilities  is  sometimes  exceedingly 
awkward  for  Americana.  Why  can  not  the  United  States  inaugurate 
a  system  something  after  the  order  of  the  English  banksf  It  would 
greatly  simplify  mattera.  As  matters  now  stand,  wo  are  compelled  to 
seek  relief  throagh  Engliah  banking  hoases,  at  great  ineonvenience  and 
cost.  This  rich  field  is  surrendered  to  Europeans.  England  is  well  to 
the  front,  energetically  preparing  to  take  steps  to  increase  her  lead. 
The  amount  we  pay  our  competitors  for  carrying  charges  will  aggre* 
gate,  in  this  port  alone,  high  up  in  the  thousands.  We  are  actually 
fbmisbing  our  opponents  with  the  necesaary  tools  with  which  to  defeat 
oar  purpose.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  speedy  steps  wilt  be  taken  to  enable 
ua  to  be  on  equal  footing  with  all  comers,  and  the  sooner  the  better. 
With  measures  taken  to  remedy  the  prevailing  evil,  I  feel  confident  that 
in  tbe  not  far  distant  future  Americans  will  be  leading  in  the  field. 

If  the  few  thousand  miles  of  railroad  necessary  to  connect  this  coun- 
try with  New  York  were  completed,  it  would  give  the  United  States  a 
distinct  advantage,  and,  in  fact,  overcome  competition.  Exports  are 
handled  by  the  State  department,  and  tbe  revenues  belong  to  tbe  State 
of  Para.  This  department  is  splendidly  organized  and  most  admirably 
managed  and  iijitaes  regular  annual  statistics. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  administrator,  I  am  accorded  the  privi- 
lege of  supplying  ofBcial  information  with  regard  to  tbe  amount  and 
distribution  of  the  principal  exports.  I  am  indebted  in  a  measure  to  the 
various  merchants  throagh  thecity  of  Para  and  Manaos,  for  the  valuable 
and  indispensable  information  received  at  their  hands,  as  well  as  to  the 
chamber  of  commerce,  the  governor  of  Para,  and,  hiat  though  not  least 
(one  of  "Uncle  Sam's"  stanchest  and  most  loyal  friends,  yet  a  Brazilian), 
Hon.  Theo.  L,  Chormont. 

Export  duties  provide  a  trifle  more  than  three-quarters  of  the  reve- 
nae.  Out  of  two  million  and  odd  dollars  collected  on  exports,  one 
million  nine  hundred  and  some  thousand  was  collected  on  rubber  alone, 
which  is  taxed  to  the  extcntof  23per  cent.  Dnring  1897-98,  the  public 
expenditure  is  said  to  have  readied  18,975,853  uiilreis,  being  2,796,3li7 
milreis  in  excess  of  the  receipts.  Tbe  result  is  brought  about  by  the 
State  of  Para  spending  a  large  portion  of  its  revenues  in  public  works. 
Para  is  not  only  one  of  the  finest  cities  in  Brazil,  but  will  bear  favorable 
comparison  with  cities  of  its  size  in  most  parts  of  tbe  world. 

There  is  a  drummer's  license  law  here  of  (100,  but  I  am  told  that  it  is 
not  enforced.  At  least  a  drummer  is  scarcely  ever  called  upon  for  a 
license,  aaless  he  stops  over  indefinitely  and  qndertakes  te  locate  for 
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the  purpose  of  exhibiting  goods.  Eveu  theu  I  doubt  whether  a  license 
wonid  be  required,  especially  if  oue  can  rely  ou  the  information  I  have 
obtained  in  reference  to  this  subject. 

The  prevailingdiseasesare  yellow  fever,  beri  beri,  malarial  and  other 
complaints  prevalent  in  tropical  countries. 

Several  large  syndicates  have  passed  tbroagh  here  within  tbe  past 
six  weeks,  seeking  both  rubber  and  gold  fields.  They  are  composed 
principally  of  Europeans,  though  two  are  jrom  the  United  States. 

On  every  side  one  can  see  unusual  activity  in  Para,  such  as  erection 
of  hotels,  business-  houses,  the  fast  climbing  walls  of  the  new  custom- 
house, or  exchange,  as  it  Issometimes  termed,  which  will  beoompleted, 
it  is  said,  before  the  end  of  1900.  This  splendid  building  would  grace 
any  city,  being  made  of  solid  stone  and  marble  throughout.  Other 
public  works  will  be  begun  in  the  early  future,  such  as  the  erection  of 
markets,  Bchoolhouses,  and  warehouses,  street  paving,  drainage,  open- 
ing of  avenues,  sewerage  improvements,  etc,  and  possibly,  improve- 
ments to  tbe  port. 

The  iron  electric  posts  on  which  the  city  trolley  railway  will  be  oper- 
ated are  already  in  position,  yet  it  ia  difBcult  to  predict  the  date  on 
which  this  line  will  be  pat  into  operation,  action  having  been  suspended 
on  account  of  inauflScieut  funds  with  which  to  continue  the  work. 

Ou  the  11th  instant,  two  additional  steamships  reached  here  loaded 
with  American  coal. 

HOW  TO  EXTBND  UKITED   STATB8  TBAUE. 

The  methods  of  increasing  United  States  trade  have  already  been 
dwelt  npon.  It  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  establish  a  permanent 
agency  to  exhibit  American  goods  for  tbe  inspection  of  the  buyers. 
Broad  terms  of  credit,  such  as  are  offered  by  Europeans,  should  be 
allowed  customers.  Koue  excttpt  tlio  most  competent  agents,  speaking 
tbe  language  of  the  country,  should  be  selected,  and  they  should  be 
supplied  witli  samples  and  illustrated  catalogues.  If  United  States 
manufacturers  are  seeking  to  find  a  lunrative  field  to  market  goods,  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  this  district  and  siirroutiding  country  offer  many 
opportunities;  but  competent  men  must  bo  sent  t«  familiarize  themselves 
with  the  market,  study  the  possibilities,  the  banking  system,  the  pre- 
vailing customs,  methods  of  payment,  terms  of  credit,  the  shipping 
facilities,  ireight  charges,  tariffs,  etc.  illustrated  catalogues,  circulars, 
pamphlets,  etc,  will  not  do  the  work  alone  Agents  must  be  ou  the 
spot. 

Most  merchants  insist  on  seeing  samples  and  learning  the  exact  price 
an  article  will  cost  delivered  here,  fteight,  duty,  and  all  other  charges 
paid. 

TKUPEBAIURE. 

The  following  meteorological  statistics  were  obtained  from  the 
museum  of  this  city  (Para)  for  the  year  1897.  Whileit  is  said  that 
the  year  of  I8i>8  has  been  decidedly  cooler,  returns  lot  said  period  are 
not  accessible. 

OF. 

Hoan  raaximatn  temperature 87,6 

Mean  niiniiuiim  temperfttnte 71.9 

Mean  temperatnre TO.  8 

Maxim  nm  lemperstare 91.2 

Uiniuuni  tempeiatnie , 67.6 
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The  rain&ll  dnriiig  the  year  1897  amoanted  to  115  inches.  Kain  fell 
doriag  291  days  ia  the  year,  and  the  tnaximutn  during  one  day  aiuounted 
to  3  iuchea. 

The  wet  Beason  is  from  January  to  June,  when  it  osoally  ruins  three 
times  as  much  as  from  Jaty  to  December. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  prodace  of  the  State  of 
Maranham  daring  the  calendar  year  1807.  Later  returns  are  not  acves- 
Bible,  and  it  is  aUo  impossible  to  find  ont  the  proportion  each  country 
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The  import  duties  amoanted  to  sometliintc  like  700,000  milreis  on  the 
above  articlesj  export  dutieti,  300,000  milreis.  It  seems  that  1  will  not 
be  able  to  get  a  full  report  of  either  imports  or  exports  from  the  State 
of  Maranham. 

K,  K.  KsNUEDAY,  Consul, 

Paba,  October  13, 1898. 


Trade  in  thu  district  presents  a  number  of  peculiarities  at  this  time. 

Export  business  is  flourishing,  bat  there  is  little  profit  in  it  and  mnch 
risk.  This  is  in  part  due  to  the  great  decrease  in  the  prices  of  Brazil's 
staples  in  foreign  markets,  and  to  the  fluctuations  in  exchange  and 
consequent  losses. 

AH  prodncta  exported  are  purchased  for  houses  located  in  Babia  and 
having  numerous  agents  in  the  interior.  On  account  of  the  lack  of 
railroads,  prodncts  purchased  are  often  four  or  five  weeks  reaching 
here,  and,  because  of  the  lack  of  telegraphic  communication  and  the 
great  lengthof  time  taken  to  reach  the  interior  by  mail,  it  ia  impossible 
for  the  agents  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  head  of  the  bouse  aud  be 
informed  of  the  frequent  Unctuations  in  exchange.  As  a  result,  goods 
are  frequently  purchased  in  the  interior  tor  more  in  milreis  than  the 
gold  for  which  they  are  exported  will  bring,  and  for  the  past  few  months, 
the  exporter  has  either  been  a  loaer  or  has  had  bis  profits  cut  down  to 
almost  nothing. 


'  Ja  Topij  to  circular  of  August  5. 
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Import  basinesB  ia  at  a  Btandstill,  and  has  been  in  that  conditioii  for 
seventl  montha,  importers  buying  only  that  for  wbtch  tbey  have  an 
immediate  sale,  and  carrying  as  little  atock  as  possible. 

The  canse  of  this  stagnation  of  bnsineea  ia  said  to  be  due,  first,  to  the 
great  recent  fluctuations  in  exchange;  second,  to  the  decline  in  the  gold 
price  in  Brazil's  staples,  and  third,  to  the  drought. 

EXCHANGE. 

Brazil  is  virtually  on  a  paper  basis,  and  during  the  flrst  five  mo&tha 
of  the  year  exchange  had  a  constant  downward  tendency  nntil  May  13, 
when  the  milreis  reached  its  lowest  value  on  record,  and  was  worth 
about  11  cents  of  our  money,  or  23.3  per  cent  of  its  par  value.  From 
that  date  there  baa  been  a  steady  upward  tendency  until  to-day  (Octo- 
ber 15)  it  is  worth  17^  cents  of  our  money,  or  31.1  per  cent  of  ite  face 
valne,  having  iticreaseid  almost  11  per  cent  meantime  in  par  value.  So 
great  have  been  the  fluctnations,  that  in  two  days  the  milreis  increased 
25  per  cent  in  value,  while  in  a  few  hours  the  fluctuations  have  been 
from  one-eighth  to  IJ  cents.  United  States  currency. 

As  a  reault  of  the  rise  in  exchange  the  farmer,  producer,  importer, 
and  even  exporter  is  suffering,  for  what  affects  one  affects  the  other. 
The  main  staples  are  worth  less  in  gold  and  consequently  bring  less  in 
milreis,  having  a  greater  gold  value,  while  the  products  have  frequently 
cost  the  farmer,  producer,  or  exporter  more  in  milreis  than  he  can  get 
in  gold  when  selling.  True,  the  milreis  now  has  a  greater  gold  market 
value,  but  it  bays  no  more  in  the  market  here  than  it  did  when  at  a  lower 
rate,  and  it  has  the  added  disadvantage  of  scarcity.  Farmera  can  not 
purchase  as  much  as  they  otherwise  would,  thus  the  demand  is  less 
and  the  supply  has  fallen  off  proportionately. 

I  can  not  find  that  the  rise  in  value  of  the  milreis  is  based  npon  any 
firm  fouudation,  but  am  told  by  the  banks  that  it  is  due  to  the  faith  in 
the  new  financial  poJiciy  which,  it  is  rumored,  the  incoming  administra- 
tion will  adopt.  It  is  hoped  that  exchange  will  soon  reach  some  stable 
rate.  In  the  language  of  a  prominent  bank  manager,  "the  present  flno- 
taations  not  only  subject  firms  to  ordinary  business  risks,  but  make 
what  should  be  legitimate  business  a  constant  game  of  cards,  with 
the  accompanying  uncertainty  as  to  success." 

TBADE  HETHODB. 

That  even  the  little  business  that  is  being  done  here  is  worth  some- 
thing, ia  shown  by  the  effort  being  ma<le  by  the  German  and  Engliah 
concerns  to  get  it.  That  the  United  States  has  not  a  greater  proportion 
ia  due  to  its  lack  of  eftbrt  and  to  its  insistence  that  the  Brazilians  accept 
our  business  methods. 

Thechief  causes  of  complaint  against  our  merchants  and  manafao- 
turers  is  their  demand  for  cash,  their  faulty  packing,  their  rouodabont 
way  of  dealing,  their  inattention  to  what  seema  to  them  little  things, 
and  their  tefosal  to  cater  to  the  market. 

It  is  the  custom  of  the  country  to  get  from  thirty  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  days'  credit  for  purcliases  abroad,  and  you  can  not  induce  the 
merchants  to  buy  for  cash,  even  if  you  offer  large  and  liberal  discoants. 
Germany  and  England  eater  to  their  wish,  and  attach  time  drafts  to 
the  bill  of  lading  and  invoice,  and  forward  them  to  a  bank  here  with 
the  instructions  to  deliver  the  papers  against  acceptance  of  the  draft. 


^dbvGoo^^lc 
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The  English  anrl  GOTmaa  firms  also  inclnde  6  ]>er  cent  interest  for  the 
days  of  sight  of  draft,  and  add  two  months  for  the  time  consumed  in 
getting  the  draft  Iiere  and  in  the  retam  of  the  money  after  collection, 
making  an  allowance  at  same  rate  if  the  draft  is  met  at  any  time  prior 
to  its  fulling  dne. 

This  asking  for  time  for  payment  of  goodii  has  some  reason.  It  takes 
i^om  foar  to  eight  weeks  for  goods  to  arrive  here  after  ordered;  then 
tbey  remain  before  the  cuntom  honse  for  two  or  three  weeks,  awaiting 
their  tarn  to  be  discharged;  and,  having  arrived  in  the  cnBtom-house, 
it  takes  anywhere  from  two  to  six  weeks  to  get  them  oat  and  on  the 
market.  If  paid  for  in  advance,  the  merchant  would  be  without  the 
nse  of  his  money  for  all  this  time,  and  meantime,  exchange  might  have 
flactaated  so  mnch  that  had  he  paid  the  cash  with  the  order  he  would 
perhaps  have  paid  2  milreis  more  to  the  dollar  for  the  goods  than  they 
would  have  cost  him  on  the  day  he  put  them  on  the  shelf;  while  his 
Dest-door  neighbor,  who  ordered  at  the  same  time  and  is  to  pay  in  the 
future,  sells  for  less  in  milreis  than  the  goods  cost  the  one  who  paid 
cash.  Of  course,  shonld  exchange  have  fallen  in  the  meantime,  the 
reverse  would  be  true;  but  the  merchant  never  sees  it  that  way,  snd 
prefers  to  be  able  to  set  the  price  in  milreis  on  the  goods  on  the  day  the 
goods  areactuallyreoeived,  and  the  price  once  made  is  seldom  changed, 
Qo  matter  how  the  exchange  tlnctuates. 

Manufacturers  in  the  United  States  say  that  they  can  not  do  busi- 
ness on  this  long-credit  system,  on  account  of  their  need  for  cash  or 
because  they  have  no  way  to  ascertain  the  responsibility  of  firms  so  far 
distant.  If  the  first  reatton  holds  good,  they  should  not  attempt  to  enter 
the  Brazilian  market.  As  far  as  the  second  reason  is  concerned,  it  is 
the  experience  of  all  who  do  businees  with  this  place  that  there  are 
fewer  business  failures  and  less  money  lost  in  trade  with  this  district 
thau  wonld  be  the  case  in  a  similar  volume  of  business  in  the  United 
States. 

It  is  always  possible  to  find  tue  business  standing  of  a  firm  by  hav- 
ing the  home  bank  write  to  a  bank  here  requesting  information.  In 
this  way,  full  and  accurate  details  can  be  obtained  at  the  cost  of  the 
necessary  postage.  In  the  case  of  a  salesman  coming  here,  it  would  be 
veil  to  bring  a  letter  of  introduction  from  the  bome  bank.  Upon  pre- 
sentation of  the  letter  to  a  bank  here  he  will  be  furnished  with  suffi- 
cient information  relative  to  the  standing  of  the  firms  with  whom  he 
expects  to  do  business,  so  that  he  will  have  little  risk  to  run  so  far  as 
losses  are  concerned.  All  information  will  be  given  free,  with  the 
expectation  of  course  that  the  bank  giving  it  will  have  the  handling  of 
the  firm's  paper  here.  A  bank,  though,  will  give  another  bank  more 
detailed  information  than  it  would  give  a  private  individual. 

It  is  best  to  send  all  drafts,  ete.,  through  a  bank  and  let  it  do  the 
collecting,  on  account  of  its  greater  responsibility  and  its  better  knowl- 
edge of  the  business  firms,  as  well  as  its  punctuality  and  business-like 
principles;  aud  whatever  services  it  may  render  are  a  charge  against 
the  acceptors  of  the  draft. 

Bayers  here  want  to  deal  direct  with  producers,  and  in  this  line  oar 
merchants  make  two  mistakes;  first,  by  imagining  that  they  can  ajipoint 
someone  at  some  one  port  in  Brazil  either  sole  or  distribating  agent; 
and  second,  by  attempting  to  deal  from  the  United  States  by  second 
or  third  band. 

Each  port  in  Brazil  is  as  independent,  so  far  as  trade  relations  with 
other  ports  of  Brazil  are  concerned,  as  might  be  the  case  were  tbey  in 
different  hemispheres.  Such  national  products  as  are  protected  by 
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heavy  duties  are  obteined  from  home  markets,  but  all  goods  imported 
are  imported  direct  for  eacli  port.  This  is  both  because  the  merchants 
wish  to  figure  as  "sole  importers"  and  insist  on  the  lowest  possible 
price,  and  because  to  ship  from  a  foreign  port  to  some  one  port  aod 
then  resbip,  would  make  the  products  cost  very  much  more  in  the  eec- 
ood  port  than  could  possibly  be  the  case  with  direct  importation.  The 
trans-Atlantic  freight  would  be  the  same  to  any  port,  but  there  would 
be  the  agent's  commission,  extra  cost  of  handling,  perhaps  repacking, 
the  State  export  tax,  the  municipal  import  tax,  the  high  coastwise 
freight,  to  say  nothing  of  the  great  loss  of  time  that  would  be  frequently 
involved. 

As  an  example  of  the  tronble  to  which  onr  firms  frequently  pnt  pro- 
spective purchasers,  I  have  bat  to  relate  an  incident  that  recently  came 
under  my  observation.  An  importer  saw  a  novelty  brought  out  from 
the  United  States,  liked  it  very  moch,  and  thought  it  salable  here.  He 
wrote  the  makers,  who  referred  his  letter  to  their  sole  export  ageuta, 
who  wrote  that  they  could  not  give  prices,  as  they  had  put  the  Bra- 
zilian business  for  that  article  in  the  hands  of  a  New  York  commission 
house,  but  that  thoy  would  write  the  house  to  communicate  with  him. 
The  New  York  house  referred  to  does  a  large  business  here,  but  entirely 
in  sach  staples  as  fiour,  coal  oil,  tallow,  etc.,  which  it  cau  handle  to  a 
better  advantage  and  sell  with  larger  profits  and  less  expenditure  of 
energy  than  could  be  hoped  tor,  if  it  devoted  time  and  energy  to  this 
particular  novelty.  The  flnu  has  doubtless  not  had  the  time  to  write, 
or  is  still  referring  the  letter  to  some  subagent.  Meantime,  the  man 
here  is  purchasing  a  very  clever  Imitatioit  of  the  article  from  a  firm 
abroad,  that  was  glad  of  a  chance  to  deal  direct. 

The  above  is  but  one  of  a  number  of  examples  that  tend  to  prove 
that  while  our  manufacturer  of  small  capital  may  deem  it  advantage- 
ous to  deal  tbrongh  second  or  third  hands,  the  firms  here  can  not  be 
led  to  see  the  advantage,  and  things  so  handled  must  cost  more.  The 
commission  house  in  the  United  States  will  give  attention  to  those 
things  meeting  with  most  ready  sale,  and  the  export  agency  should  not 
be  of  such  exclusive  character  as  to  prevent  the  manufacturer  dealing 
direct,  should  the  occasion  arise.  Such  a  thing  could  easily  be  done  by 
allowiugtheagent  a  commission  on  sucli  sales.  If  there  has  to  be  a  com- 
mission agent  to  furnish  the  cash  for  the  sales,  it  would  be  well  for  the 
manufacturer  to  pnt  his  own  man  ou  the  road  to  show  the  goods,  and 
take  orders  to  be  seut  through  the  commission  agente.  Until  some- 
thing like  this  is  done,  our  manufacturers  can  not  hope  to  obtain  a 
large  or  profitable  market  in  this  section. 

Another  example ;  The  salesman  for  a  German  make  of  pencils  tells 
mo  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  commission  paid  middlemen  by  the  United 
States  manufacturer,  he  could  hardly  get  an  order  tor  iieneils  in  South 
America,  while  now  he  supplies  three-fourths  of  the  market.  He  says 
that  the  greatest  number  of  pencils  sold  are  the  cheap  unvarnished 
variety,  and  as  Oermany  has  to  go  to  Florida  for  her  pencil  wood  and 
has  the  cost  of  transportation  to  pay,  and  also  pays  a  royalty  on  Amer- 
ican machines  used  in  the  business,  the  G-ermans  could  not  compete 
with  our  manufacturers  who  are  not  subject  to  these  expenses  if  they  did 
rot  sell  direct,  while  all  sales  from  the  United  States  go  throagb  two 
or  three  hands,  each  one  making  a  profit.  As  a  result,  the  German 
firm  is  able  to  sell  for  less  than  the  pencils  can  be  obtained  ih>m  the 
Uuitetl  States,  and  still  make  a  profit. 

Packing. — Firms  exporting  to  this  market  should  study  the  tariff 
carefully,  and  such  articles  as  pay  duty  by  weight  should  be  packed  in 
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aa  light  a  case  oi  ])ackage  as  possible.  Some  firms  want  goods  packed 
ill  pecaliar  ways.  Foi  iustance,  some  waut  an  inner  air-tight  case  of 
tin  or  zmc,  some  want  cases  lined  with  cheap  mackintosh,  some  want 
cases  covered  on  the  outside  with  burlap,  and  others  will  give  no  direc- 
tions. English  and  German  firms  pay  a  great  deal  of  attention  to 
packing,  cater  to  the  wishes  of  their  cnstomers,  and  charge  thetn  ejttra 
tor  departures  from  their  usual  methods.  Our  flrmu  pack  aa  salts  their 
couveuieuce,  not  seeing  the  leasou  for  a  departure  from  their  custom, 
aud  not  even  making  a  change  when  requented  to  do  bo;  yet  it  is  atten- 
tion to  theae  seemingly  little  things  that  gets  busiuees.  If  no  packing 
directions  are  given,  common  sense  should  at  least  be  used. 

As  an  example  of  our  careless  methods  of  packing,  a  couple  of  months 
ago  one  of  our  firms  consigned  two  pretty,  yet  cheap  pianos  to  a  firm 
here.  When  thecrates  were  opened,  the  pianos  were  found  to  be  warped 
out  of  shape,  the  veneering  was  dropping  off,  the  keys  had  swollen 
and  were  bulging  in  all  directions,  and  the  felts  had  nearly  all  come 
off.  The  instruments  were  in  a  very  bad  condition,  and  it  cost  a  great 
deal  to  havethenirepairedso  that  they  would  be  at  all  salable,  and  they 
could  not  be  made  as  good  as  new.  All  of  this  trouble  and  expense 
might  have  been  saved,  if  the  shippers  had  put  the  instrnments  in  air- 
tight metal  cases  before  putting  in  the  wooden  cases — following  the 
custom  of  German  exporters. 

Of  lat«,  some  importers  have  been  having  their  cases  wrapped  in  bur- 
lap. There  having  been  many  losses  by  staling  during  tlie  transit  from 
maker  to  purchaser,  and,  it  seeming  Impossible  to  locate  the  theft,  tbey 
have  taken  this  precaution,  tliinking  that  any  tamj>eriug  could  be 
detected  and  perhaps  the  culprit  found.  While  I  would  not  advise  this  . 
method,  yet  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  securely  pack  cases,  and  bind 
them  with  wire  or  hoops  so  that  they  can  not  be  opened  except  with  a 
great  expenditure  of  time  and  labor,  and,  having  been  opened,  the  fact 
could  be  easily  detected.  The  losses  by  theft  from  careless  packing 
are  very  great,  and  tbongh  our  merchants  may  insure  all  goods  against 
loss  by  Are,  water,  and  theft,  yet,  to  tlie  importer  who  has  ordered  the 
goods  only  a  short  time  before  he  needs  them,  reimbursement  for  stolen 
goods  can  not  make  up  for  loss  of  trade.  In  packing,  aa  large  cases 
should  be  used  as  possible,  as  they  lessen  freight,  light«r^e,  and  custom- 
house storage  charges. 

Marking. — Cases  should  be  plainly  marked  and  numbered,  and  the 
invoice  should  show  exactly  what  is  in  each  case.  Onr  merchants  pay 
little  attention  to  these  details,  and,  iis  a  result,  the  importer  pays  duty 
on  a  heavy  case,  is  fined  because  he  can  not  state  the  exact  contents  of 
each  case,  or  is  delayed  because  he  does  know  the  weight  of  each  arti- 
cle which  is  taxed  by  weight,  or  can  not  say  in  what  proportions  each 
article  is  made.  As  a  result  of  negligenco,  some  of  our  firms  get  one 
order  and  wonder  why  they  can  not  get  another,  since  their  prices  are 
better  and  their  terms  as  good  as  those  of  any  European  firm. 

The  Germans  take  particular  pains  with  their  invoices,  and  include 
everythingthat  could  be  of  service.  With  them,  each  case  has  its  num- 
ber and  separate  invoice.  This  invoice  shows  number,  gross  and  net 
weight,  name  and  cost  ot  each  article,  together  with  the  classification 
of  each  article  in  accordance  with  the  Brazilian  tariff.  Then,  to  the  total 
cost  of  the  contents  of  case  is  added  the  itemized  statement  of  charges 
as  follows:  Freight,  if  any,  to  port  of  shipment,  drayage  and  other 
small  expenses,  maritime  freight,  consnl's  fee,  fee  for  obtaining  bill  of 
lading  and  stamps  for  same,  extra  packing  expenses,  insurance,  Brazil- 
ian impost  stamps  for  drafts,  commission  (if  the  business  is  done  through 
a  commission  house),  and  total  of  all  expenses.    Theu  follows  "Case 
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marked (No.  of  case),  sent  via eteamer  and  payable  against 

our  sight  draEl  of days  at Bank."    An  invoice  conveying 

all  of  tUis  information  is  made  out  for  each  and  every  case.  Such 
Information  impresses  the  buyer  with  the  buainesB-like  principles  ot  the 
bouse,  as  all  the  desired  information  is  given  in  detail  aad  the  invoice 
80  impresses  the  custom-house  authorities  that  they  pass  the  articles 
quicker,  with  less  trouble,  and  perhaps  at  a  lower  rate  of  duty  than  the 
same  things  would  have  cost,  with  just  the  plain  statement  which  our 
firms  send,  leaving  it  to  the  authorities  to  find  oat  the  composition  of 
the  articles  and  classify  according  to  their  wishes. 

Accompanying  the  Invoice,  which  (^hould  be  sent  by  mail,  should  be 
a  small  numbered  sample  of  whatever  textiles  there  may  be  in  each 
case.  The  sample  should  give  proi)ortiou  and  approximate  weight,  in 
accordance  with  tariff  regulations.  This  is  shown  by  the  custom-honse 
broker  to  the  inspector  when  requesting  the  dispatch  of  the  goods,  and 
the  conveoience  of  examination  may  lower  what  may  otherwise  be  a 
high  duty. 

Accompanying  a  case  of  textiles  should  be  a  reference  card  labeled 
with  the  name  and  address  of  the  "sole  importer."  This  serves  not 
only  as  a  sample  card  to  show  prospective  customers,  but  can  be  nsed 
for  reference  by  the  imi>orter,  who  frequently  keeps  his  stock  stored  in 
the  origiual  case  until  there  is  a  chance  for  sale. 

Oar  mauafacturers  think  that  because  we  manufacture  as  fine  goods 
as  can  be  found  in  any  market,  foreign  markets  should  bo  more  than 
satisfied  with  them  and  not  wish  an  interior  article.  Yet  there  is  a  very 
large  trade  in  inferior  articles,  and  the  purchasers  know  the  quality 
when  they  buy.  The  Germans  cater  to  every  whim,  and  not  long  ago 
a  salesman  showed  me  shirts  which  they  were  sending  to  this  market 
at  about  $  1  a  dozen  and  which  he  would  guarantee  would  fall  to  pieces 
before  they  were  washed  sis  times.  Yet  he  sold  a  great  number  of 
those  shirts  and  only  a  few  of  his  better  grades.  He  said  he  told  the 
buyers  of  the  worthlessness  of  the  cheap  shirt,  and  they  replied  that 
that  was  so  much  the  better,  as  the  shirt  looked  well  to  commence  with, 
and  the  fact  that  it  would  not  last  would  cause  them  to  sell  more.  So 
it  is  with  the  demand  for  cheap  cutlery,  the  edge  of  which  will  dis- 
appear after  the  first  use.  Germany  manufactures  better  articles.  In 
fiict,  these  poor  articles  are  not  in  stock,  but  have  to  be  manufactared 
after  the  receipt  of  the  order.  Almost  all  that  Germany  sells  is  by 
sample,  and  any  changes  the  buyer  wishes  will  be  made.  This,  together 
with  the  fact  that  the  articles  are  made  within  four  weeks  after  their 
receipt  in  Germany,  attracts  a  number  of  buyers.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  we  will  never  manufacture  such  truck,  yet  I  am  convinced  that  it 
would  pay  us  to  be  a  little  more  obliging  by  complying  with  requests  for 
assortments.  For  instance,  a  recent  American  salesman  could  bave 
sold  a  number  of  yards  of  prints  here,  but  his  firm  insisted  ou  Belling 
a  whole  case  of  one  design  and  color  instead  of  furnishing  an  assort- 
ment of  designs  and  colors.  The  buyer  here  insisted  on  an  assortment; 
indeed,  be  would  have  preferred  cases  made  up  of  half  pieces  and  each 
piece  of  different  color  or  design.  England  and  Germany  cat«r  to  the 
local  demand,  and  to  such  an  extent  is  this  assortment  idea  carried  that 
one  can  not  buy  at  any  store  enough  of  the  same  design  and  color  to 
make  more  thau  two  dresses.  There  may  be  half  a  dozen  piecee  of 
the  same  design,  bat  they  will  all  be  of  difierent  color.  Even  the  two 
largo  merchant  tailor  establishments  import  their  trouserings  in  one- 
trouser  lengths  and  all  different,  and  their  suitings  in  lengths  allowing 
not  more  than  enough  for  half  a  dozen  suits.    Of  course,  this  does  not 
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apply  to  sacb  staples  as  fall  blacks  or  bines,  bat  to  combinations  of 
colors  and  designs. 

BEST  WAY  TO  KEAOH  MARKET. 

Firms  are  constantly  asking  for  the  best  metboda  of  doing  basiness 
here.  The  best  woald  undoabtedly  be  for  a  namber  of  firms  represent- 
ing varioas  lines  to  combioe,  send  a  complete  line  of  samples,  rent  a 
showroom,  and  employ  a  good  man  who  can  speak  Portagnese  to  take 
charge  of  the  exhibition.  It  would  be  well  to  keep  a  small  stock  of  the 
most  salable  things  to  be  drawn  upon  to  fill  orders,  and  thus  avoid  the 
great  delay  frequently  occasioned  by  awaiting  the  arrival  of  goods. 

A  large  showroom  wonid  not  cost  more  than  $600  per  year,  and  a 
good  man  could  be  had  for  $2,000  and  expenses,  and  the  whole  expenses 
divided  among  the  different  firms  wonld  make  the  cost  to  each  very 
little,  while  the  benefit  could  not  be  overestimated.  This  manager 
eonid  either  go  to  nearby  points  or  have  prominent  merchants  come 
here  ftt>m  time  to  time,  and  could  not  only  control  the  Bahia  market  Id 
his  lines,  bat  make  inroads  into  other  markets  now  entirely  unknown 
to  the  United  States.  He  would  be  of  the  greatest  value,  if  he  did 
nothing  more  than  keep  his  firms  informed  as  to  the  ever  changing 
needs  of  the  market,  and  openings  for  new  and  profitable  lines. 

The  next  beat  method  would  be  the  employment  of  a  good  traveling 
salesman  with  as  full  a  line  of  samples  as  possible.  He  ahonld  not  be 
hampered  by  aet  instructions,  bat  shouhl  be  a  man  of  good  sense  and 
allowed  to  use  his  judgment  He  should  have  no  time  limit  for  any 
place.  It  takes  time  to  do  business  in  Brazil,  and  often  a  great  deal  is 
consumed  in  getting  merchants  to  come  and  view  samples,  even  after 
they  promise  to  do  so.  The  first  word  to  learn  is  "patience."  Business 
is  carried  on  here  very  difi'erently  from  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
merehant  at  home  can  have  no  idea  of  the  amount  of  trouble  and  worry 
a  salesman  is  subjected  to  here.  He  can  not  go  into  a  store  with  his 
samples  as  at  home,  but  has  to  invite  the  prospective  pnrehasei  to  come 
and  view  them,  and  the  latter  takes  bis  own  time  about  coming.  A  firm 
should  not  get  discouraged  if,  in  the  first  trip,  its  salesman  does  not 
even  make  his  expenses,  for  the  business  acquaintances  that  he  has 
formed  and  the  knowledge  he  has  gained  of  the  needa  of  the  market 
and  the  trade  methoda  of  the  places  to  which  he  has  been,  will  be  worth 
much  to  his  firm,  and  upon  his  next  trip  in  the  same  locality,  he  will 
probably  be  able  not  only  to  make  up  for  the  losses  of  the  first  one  but 
to  return  a  handsome  profit. 

Several  German  and  English  travelers  have  told  me  that  they  did 
not  make  expenses  on  their  first  visit.  One  of  these  has  just  left  after 
a  two  months' stay;  this  is  histhird  trip  and  very  little  bnsiness  is  being 
done,  but  he  has  orders  amonnting  to  $12,000  and  no  one  order  exceeds 
$5U0.  He  also  informed  me  that  this  is  a  market  for  an  abuudauce  of 
very  cheap  and  shoddy  things;  that  no  middle  grades  are  sold,  bat  a 
feir  quantity  of  fine  goods. 

Another  method  is  sending  out  catalogues,  circulars,  and  price  Usta 
printed  in  Portuguese.  Do  not  send  English  literature  under  any  cir- 
cnrastances,  and  do  not  have  some  novice  translate  the  English  into 
Portuguese  and  do  it  so  poorly  that  the  firm  will  beheld  up  to  ridicule. 
I  am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  shiploads  of  circulars  will  not  do  as 
much  good  as  one  salesman  knowing  the  language,  or  in  lieu  of  that, 
Spanish ;  all  the  English  he  may  know  will  be  of  no  particular  service. 

Becently,  there  has  come  to  my  knowledge  another  method  which, 
with  a  few  changes,  would  be  very  good.  A  firm  has  been  organized 
in  the  United  States  to  introduce  into  South  American  markets  the 
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products  of  mannfacturera.  The  manufacturer  pays  this  firm  a  ntated 
anm  per  year.  Such  Bamples  aa  are  deemed  best  are  supplied,  and  iii 
some  cases,  trial  «lii]>meiita  are  made.  The  iirm  has  an  office  in  ^'ew 
York  where  one  member  attends  to  the  correspondence,  superintends 
shipments,  etc.,  and  the  other  member  is  constantly  ou  the  road.  The 
traveling  member  goes  to  the  chief  citicB  in  South  America,  where 
he  finds  stock  or  8am])les  awaiting  him.  He  appoints  some  importer 
as  an  agent,  oxplainstbe  business,  and  leaves  the  samples.  The  ageot 
appointed  acts  as  a  local  salesman,  shows  the  goods,  and  takes  what- 
ever orders  he  can,  forwarding  them  to  the  head  Arm  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  goods  ordered  are  sent  direct  fh>m  the  manufacturer  to 
the  intending  purchaser. 

Should  the  importer  wish  to  buy  through  a  commission  houae,  the 
local  agent  bo  advises  the  firm,  and  the  agent  still  draws  his  5  per  cent 
commission.  All  that  the  manufacturer  wishes  is  to  receive  the  order 
from  some  source,  and  to  know  that  the  order  is  the  result  of  the  agent's 
effort  here,  though  it  is  possible  to  buy  at  a  slight  reduction  through 
the  local  agent.  The  charges  for  all  this  work  are  borne  by  the  vari- 
ous manufacturers,  so  that  there  is  but  a  slight  expense  for  each  one, 
and  the  method  has  the  advantage  of  having  a  man  on  the  spot  familiar 
with  local  needs.  There  is  recorded  in  the  laws  of  this  district  a  high 
license  fee  to  be  assessed  against  all  commercial  travelers;  but  there  is 
a  way  that  this  can  be  avoided,  which  information,  as  well  as  many 
other  facts  that  would  be  of  value  to  one  new  to  this  market,  can  be 
obtained  at  the  consulate. 

Two  of  our  greatest  needs  in  trade  relations  with  this  country  are 
the  establishment  of  an  American  steamship  line  and  branch  banks. 
This  district  is  dependent  entirely  upon  one  steamship  line  to  and  from 
the  United  States,  and  as  a  result,  rates  are  what  the  company  cares  . 
to  make  them.  There  are  a  number  of  European  lines  touching  here, 
and  accommodations  for  passengers  and  freight  are  much  better  than 
from  the  United  States. 

Freights  to  and  from  the  United  States  from  this  port  are  much  in 
excess  of  the  rates  on  the  same  line  to  Kio,  yet  Bio  is  three  days  farther 
distant.  The  chief  reason  for  this  is  that  there  is  more  competition.  I 
have  known  coffee  to  go  from  Kio  to  the  United  States  for  one-third  the 
price  charged  from  hero,  with  the  colfee  from  both  places  on  the  same 
steamer.  The  shippers  here  have  complained  against  the  unjust  dis- 
crimination, but  are  powerless  to  do  anything. 

In  September,  all  the  European  lines  advertised  a  reduction  in  freight, 
while  the  rate  from  the  United  States,  always  in  excess  of  that  from 
Europe,  remains  what  it  was.  All  of  this  operates  to  hurt  our  export 
trade,  for  even  though  oor  prices  for  goods  may  he  less  and  terms  as 
favorable  as  those  of  European  merchants,  the  freight  charges  make 
the  articles  cost  more  in  the  long  run,  while  the  slowness  of  the  steam- 
ers makes  Europe  a  week  nearer,  to  say  nothing  of  the  time  lost  on 
account  of  lack  of  frequency  of  boats. 

If  we  are  to  hoi*  for  foreign  trade,  we  should  have  our  own  line  of 
boats,  as  do  other  commercial  nations,  aud  should  patronize  it.  I  am 
sure  that  with  the  dissatisfaction  with  present  transportation  facilities 
that  seems  to  exist,  an  American  line  would  soon  obtain  patronage.  In 
fact,  I  have  been  frequently  told  by  firms  who  ship  almost  all  that  goes 
to  the  United  States,  that  they  wonid  agree  to  ship  only  by  the  Ameri- 
can line,  should  one  be  established.  The  present  line  has  collected  for 
freight  charges  alone  on  shipments  from  here,  for  the  year  ending  June 
.3(»,  1898,  the  sum  of  $137,724,  to  say  nothing  of  its  passenger  traffic  or 
the  freight  collected  on  goods  from  the  United  States. 


SOUTH   AMERICA:    BEAZIL.  839 

BANKS   AND  BAMKlIiO. 

It  is  impossible  to  tell  how  much  the  United  States  sells  to  Bahia, 
but  Bahia  sold  to  the  United  States  $2,785,361.44  last  year,  and  the 
paper  representing  all  of  these  transactions  passed  through  London, 
leaving  there  one-half  of  one  per  cent  besides  what  the  United  States 
lost  iu  local  bank  charges.  There  are  two  English  banks  here — the  Brit- 
ish Bank  of  South  America  and  the  London  and  Brazilian  Bank — and 
through  them,  about  all  of  this  business  is  done.  Thongh  these  banks 
do  an  exclusively  exchange  business,  they  make  enough  to  give  an 
annual  dividend  of  14  per  cent,  and  each  year  put  aside  a  good  large 
som  as  a  surplus  fund. 

I  would  not  advise  the  establishment  of  a  bank  here  to  do  other  than 
exchange  business  and  attend  to  collections;  but  with  branches  at  Para, 
Pernambnco,  Bahia,  Bio,  Santos,  Baenos  Ayres,  and  Montevideo,  I  am 
convinced  tliat  it  would  return  a  good  dividend  for  the  capital  invested, 
and  would  be  hailed  with  delight  by  the  exporters  and  importers  doing 
business  with  the  United  States. 

IMPORTS  AND  EYPOHTS. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  the  valae  of  the  imports  in  this  district,  so 
far  as  the  value  of  different  articles  and  the  origin  of  the  same  are 
concerned.  From  January  1  to  Juno  30,  I  ascertain  that  the  United 
States  monopolized  the  trade  in  coal  oil,  rosin,  turpentine,  and  barbed 
wire;  supplied  great  (jnantities  of  flour,  lard,  batter,  lubricating  oil, 
railroad  equipment,  and  watches;  did  a  considerable  trade  in  ta<iks, 
pencils,  blacking,  oars,  pitch,  cotton  goods,  phonographs,  and  numerous 
small  articles,  and  could  have  done  a  much  larger  business  along  these 
lines. 

England  sold  hams,  canned  milk,  lobster,  salmon,  all  of  the  coal  and 
whisky,  sewing  machines,  linseed  oil,  lead  and  lead  pipe,  iron  and  steel 
of  all  varieties,  white  lead,  copper,  tin,  shoes,  cotton  goods  of  all 
descriptions,  paints,  varnishes,  Jute,  hats,  and  much  small  wear. 

Argentina  supplied  corn  and  hay,  for  which  it  bad  an  exclusive 
market,  and  immense  quantities  of  wheat  and  soap  material. 

'Uruguay  sold  large  amounts  of  jerked  beef,  aud  Italy  supplied  can- 
dles, sweet  oil,  vermuth,  and  quantities  of  barreled  nine,  some  cotton 
goods,  preserves,  aud  cheese. 

Portugal  supplies  wines,  beans,  preserves,  sweet  oil,  figs,  iH>tatoea, 
onions,  and  sardines.  Newfoundland  has  a  monopoly  in  tbe  codfish 
trade. 

France  sends  wines,  particularly  claret  and  champagne,  butter,  glove 
leather,  buttons,  silks,  umbrella  Barnes  and  materials,  corks,  challies, 
clocks,  acids,  benzine,  perfumes  (large  quantities  of  which  are  used], 
glassware,  crockery  and  china,  acids,  and  many  chemicals. 

Holland  supplies  gin,  nearly  all  tbe  cheese  (there  is  an  immense 
amount  imported),  crockery,  umbrella  frames,  etc. 

Austria  supplies  flour,  steel,  manufactures  of  iron  and  steel,  glass- 
ware, crockery,  and  a  little  general  merchandise. 

Germany  fnmishes  large  numbers  of  fancy  colored  cotton  shawls, 
hosiery,  glass  and  its  products,  musical  instruments,  paper,  hardware, 
shirts,  knives,  pencils,, canned  goo<ls,  collars,  cull's,  and  haiulkercbiefs, 
aud  considerable  amounts  of  paraffin,  lead  in  pipes  and  blocks,  and  all 
kinds  of  manufactured  goods,  imitations  of  other  nations'  products, 
mostly  of  a  cheap  variety. 

Frequent  application  is  made  to  this  consulate  for  a  list  of  United 
States  products  that  might  be  salable  here.     With  proper  effort,  we 
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could  sell  cnuiieil  lobster,  HalmOD,  fruite.  vegetableB,  and  milk  (large 
4]uai]titie8  of  wliicli  conie  from  Europe),  bicycles,  rice,  cocoa,  ma- 
chinery for  cleaning,  roasting,  and  grinding  cofi^  and  preparing 
fiu'ina  for  market,  various  kinds  of  electrical  apparatus,  charcoal,  gas, 
coal  oil,  wood  and  coal  stoves,  |>icture-framQ  moldings,  bolts,  screws, 
naUs,  wheelbarrows,  cheese,  corsets,  suspenders,  lamps,  flue  shoes, 
printing  inks,  type  and  printing  mactiinery,  lead  pipe  and  block  lead, 
and  many  American  novelties.  In  any  of  these  lines,  with  proper  atten- 
tion to  business,  large  Hiiles  could  be  made. 

There  could  be  no  better  place  for  some  one  with  necessary  capital  to 
establish  the  following  industries,  which  are  so  protected  as  to  make 
importation  impracticable:  First.  A  factory  to  make  first-clasa  fhmi- 
ture  out  of  native  woods.  The  finest  of  woods  are  easily  obtainable, 
and  that  there  is  a  positive  liking  for  American  styles  has  been  shown 
by  recent  auctions,  when  second-hand  furniture  of  that  class,  after  four 
years'  use,  brought  three  times  its  original  cost.  Second.  A  factoryto 
make  sash,  doors,  blinds,  and  do  general  cabinetwork,  all  of  which 
is  now  done  by  hand,  with  crude  tools.  Third.  A  factory  to  make 
modern  shoes,  all  of  which  are  now  imported,  with  a  very  high  daty. 
Fourth.  A  pottery,  brick,  and  tile  factory,  there  being  an  abnndauce 
of  good  clay  and  kaolin  at  hand  and  a  large  demand  fur  all  of  these 
lines,  rifth,  A  paper  factory  to  manufacture  coarse  paper  from  plant 
pulp  or  finer  paper  from  rags,  there  being  a  number  of  plants  suitable 
for  the  former,  and  rags,  which  could  be  used  for  the  latter,  being  now 
entirely  thrown  away  or  destroyed.  Sixth.  Print  and  bleached  cotton 
mills.  There  are  none  here,  and  the  demand  for  both  kinds  of  goods  Is 
very  great.  The  native  mills  are  all  good  paying  investments  and  can 
not  supply  the  demand  for  the  class  of  goods  they  now  make.  Abun- 
dance of  cotton  is  near  at  hand.  Seventh.  A  small  manufactory  of 
modern  fireworks  would  pay  well,  ou  account  of  the  daily  demand,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  vast  amount  coasumed  on  the  many  feast  and  saint 
days.    The  class  now  on  sale  is  an  inferior  grade  of  home  manufacture. 


Coffee,  one  of  the  chief  exports,  Las  fallen  so  much  in  price  tliat  its 
cultivation  has  ceased  to  be  profitable,  and  many  large  planters  will 
not  even  gather  the  croi»  ready  for  harvest,  but  instead,  are  turning 
tbeir  attention  to  sugar  and  the  manufacture  of  native  rum  therefrom, 
for  which  there  is  always  a  good  local  market.  Other  planters  are 
devoting  their  time  to  rubber  and  cocoa  raising.  The  crop  to  be  gath- 
ered is  estimated  at  300,000  bags  for  the  country  directly  tributary  to 
this  port. 

Cocoa,  on  the  other  band,  has  so  increased  in  price  abroad  that,  even 
with  the  comparatively  high  exchange,  it  is  worth  more  in  inilreis  tlian 
was  the  case  this  time  last  year.  The  crop  being  harvested  is  esti- 
mated at  90,000  bags  for  the  Bahia  district,  but  will  probably  be  con- 
siderably more. 

Sugar,  on  account  of  the  drought  in  the  sugar-growing  region,  will 
bo  u  short  crop.  It  will  fall  far  short  of  the  actual  demand,  and  con- 
sequently, will  bring  a  better  local  price  than  one  could  hope  to  get  for 
export;  in  fact,  sugar  is  being  imported  at  present  to  meet  local  con- 
sumption. 

The  production  of  rubber  will  be  about  double  that  of  last  season. 
It  is  mostly  of  a  poorer  grade,  due  in  great  part  to  lack  of  proper  prep- 
aration for  the  market,  and  consequently  does  not  command  a  good 
l>rice. 
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Hides  and  skins  are  affected  by  exchange,  and  thongli  tbe  gold  prices 
remain  firm,  the  producer  is  making  little.  On  account  of  the  drought, 
great  numbers  of  cattle  and  goats  have  perished. 

Tobacco  has  also  been  afi'ected  by  the  drought,  and  there  will  be  a 
shortage.  7'bat  not  affected  is  of  a  good  quality  and  is  commanding  a 
better  price  than  heretofore. 

Piassava  and  coquillioe  are  commanding  good  prices,  but  the  people 
seem  to  be  content  with  that  which  nature  produces  without  any  eSbrt 
on  their  part,  and  as  a  result  the  supply  is  limited,  though  the  demand 
is  great. 

COTTON  GOODS. 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  there  is  no  particular  width  or  weight 
of  Qottou  sheetings  and  drills  iiecaliar  to  this  market.  Standard  Enro- 
peau  goods  are  bonglit  on  all  occasions,  though  the  purchaser  always 
wants  to  know  the  weight  per  meter,  as  the  duty  is  by  weight.  For  full 
iuformatiou  along  this  line,  this  consulate  is  preparing  a  special  report. 

Volume  0/  export*  from  JSakiafrom  Januarg  1  to  Jun«  SO,  189S. 
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Tahlt  showing  nationalilg  of  ikipi  earrging  exporti  from  January  1  to  Jim»  SO,  ll 
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Prom  the  above  ttible,  it  will  be  seen  tliat  Urugnay  and  tbe  United 
Statea  wore  tbe  only  countries  not  carrying  their  Imports  from  here 
nnder  their  own  flag. 

H.  W,  FuRNiss,  Conevl. 

Bahia,  November  4,  1898. 


PEBNAMBUCO.i 

If  properly  handled,  United  States  goods  will  cousUtate  a  large 
share  of  the  imports  into  Brazil,  There  are  many  openings  for  textiles, 
hardware,  nails,  etc.  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  necessity  of 
mu,kiiig  hinges  of  a  style  desired  and  used  in  this  country.  Agricul- 
tural machinery  slionld  be  brought  here  and  introduced  by  competent 
people.  Our  bicycles  are  being  introduced,  and  all  prefer  them,  though 
tbe  roads  are  in  such  bad  condition  that  there  can  be  uo  extensive  use 
in  this  district.  Small  hardware  is  in  demand,  but  must  be  made  to 
suit  the  trade,  and  well  put  up  in  proiwr  packages. 

This  la  an  opportune  time  ior  the  iutroductiou  of  United  States  tex- 
tiles, dealers  preferring  them  to  all  others,  even  on  thirty  days'  credit,  as 
against  four  mouths  &om  Europe.  A  concession  in  this  direction  would 
work  well. 

Our  boots  and  aboea  are  in  demand,  particularly  for  women  and 
children.  There  is  a  good  opportunity  for  tlie  introduction  of  our  files 
and  saws,  which  now  come  here  through  English  bouses. 

Tbe  chance  for  American  coal  was  never  better,  but  it  should  be 
screened.  Spruce  and  hard-pine  lumber,  suitable  for  packing  cases 
and  boses,  is  in  great  demand. 

The  extension  of  a  parcel-post  system  to  this  country  would  be  a 
great  boon,  and  open  up  new  lines  of  trade.  There  should  be  increased 
care  in  attending  to  orders  and  having  goods  properly  packed,  so  that 
they  will  not  arrive  damaged.  The  contents  and  veight  of  each  pack- 
age should  bo  carefully  noted  and  goods  packed  in  as  light  a  manner 
as  possible,  as  duties  are  jtaid  on  gross  weight. 

Trade  is  best  managed  by  having  experienced  commercial  travelers, 
who  can  speak  the  Portuguese  language,  uiake  trips  about  six  months 
apart,  and  by  paying  strict  attention  to  their  orders  and  directions. 
Usually  "  something  jnst  as  good  or  similar"  will  not  please  this  people. 

'  In  reply  to  circalar  uf  Angnet  5. 
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The  lack  of  a  very  small  and  apparently  insignifltiant.  part  of  a  macMne 
renders  tbe  wliole  thinf;  useless,  and  sometimes  three  to  six  months  are 
necessary  to  replace  it.  These  things  should  be  kept  constantly  in 
uiind,  and  the  greatest  care  exercised  to  see  that  each  shipment  is 
complete  in  itself. 

Exporlt  declared  from  Pemambuco  and  agtndt*  for  thtnxnto»th»  enUng  Junt  SO,  1S9S. 
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It  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  obtain  reliable  information  conceruiug 
the  amount  and  value  of  imports. 


CUEEETfCY. 

Changes  in  the  gold  value  of  the  monetary  auit,  ranging  between  5g 
to  7|  (10,81  to  16  cents)  per  milreis,  have  occurred  almost  daily.  Drafts 
are  sold  by  the  banks  n|iou  the  United  States,  but  at  a  higher  cost  than 
is  charged  for  bills  on  l^ondon,  thus  emphasizing  the  need  for  an 
Americaa  bank,  for  which  there  is  an  imperative  demand. 

CtraTOMS  DUTIBS. 

There  have  been  no  marked  changes  in  catttoms  duties  or  regulations, 
except  that  the  new  inspector  has  made  a  new  classification  in  oils, 
classifying  lubricating  oils  as  animal  oils,  thus  rmsiug  the  tariff  from 
70  reis  to  300  reis  (4.2  cents ')  a  kilo  (2.2046  pounds). 

TAXES  ON  COHHEBaiAL  TBAVELEUS. 

Ceara,  500  milreis  (170);  Maceio,  12  per  cent  over  custom-house 
charges;  Pernambuco,  nominally  200  milreis  (t28),  but  rarely  collected. 
Passports  are  not  required  at  this  port. 


Information  gathered  from  all  the  agents  of  steamship  lines  running 
from  the  United  States  to  this  port,  shows  no  change  in  rates  during 
the  past  six  months. 

'Taking  tihe  value  of  thu  milreia  on  14  wiits. 
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VALPARAISO. 

FnrBiiaDt  to  tlie  cJrcalar  from  the  Departnieot  of  State,  date<I  August 
5, 1898, 1  lierewith  transmit  a  report  of  the  commerce  aud  iudnstry  of 
this  consular  district,  as  well  as  of  the  Republic  of  Chile,  for  the  year 
1897,  laclndiog  the  latest  statistics  obtaiuable  at  this  time.  In  this 
report  is  also  included  li  i-^sumt^  published  by  the  Obilean  Times  of  this 
city,  relating  to  tbe  trade  of  Chile  for  the  year  1897,  its  iudastries, 
natioDal  floances,  etc. 


[Pmtn 


e  CblluD  TluiM. 


There  wiw  a  very  conBiilombln  falliiiR  oS  in  the  volume  of  trade  in  1S97,m  com- 
pared with  1896.  Before,  however,  proceeding  to  eive  the  tlgnree  it  will  be  welt  to 
point  out  .^at,aaiiaaBl,  the  valaeiareKiveo  iu  dollars  of  3tj  pencB.  The  value,  then, 
of  the  imporla  was  (63.502,805  ($50,437,16U),'  and  that  of  the  oiportH  «6l.To4.133 
(«49,e60,6H2).  The  total  value  uf  imports  and  eiporb<  w»«  #130.1!56,>I38  (« 100,297,84 2), 
or«lS,18o,281(«U,002,666)  lees  than  the  tntal  ill  1H96.  IutliiHclecreaeool'918,18.^281 
(914,002,666),  imporle  ^gore  for  *8,6»0,00a  («6,606,600),  and  eiporta  for  «9,60e,281 
(r7.396,066). 

ThedeoteaBninlmportawaHpriaeipallyiu  articles  of  food,  raw  material h,  maohinea, 
uiachiuery,  and  other  arlii'leii  fi>r  industrial  purposes  an<l  for  arts  mid  trades,  house- 

■  Tbe  equivolauts  iu  Uuiiml  State*  uurrency  aro  stated  throagboul  vLe  »rticla> 
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hold  effucta,  railwn;  and  telej;;rapii  articles,  tob:i«co,  articles  connected  irith  nrts, 
Huienco  and  bellu*  lettrea,  cual,  Hhirtin^B,  cotton  troUHerings,  oils  and  tallow. 
Imports  are  divided  into  fifleen  cittssificutions,  and  in  tbe  foHowing  table  there  will 
be  I'oiiDd  tbe  values  of  each  in  tLe  year  1897: 


A...... 

VtiliiBB  in     1 
Uni.eaSUMs 

Artiol« 

corrency. 

•ID. 723. 113 

2.199,075, 
7O50,M3' 
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Drag,  anil  Qiedlolaal  »rlLclM»iid 

ua,iea 

^tit.'L'd-^i^SlS^"'"'""^'*-- 

In  exports,  ae  already  stated,  there  vraa  a  decreaa^  of  $9,605,281  (t7,396,066>  as  com- 
pared with  1896.  Aj(riCLiIturttl  products,  priucipally  wheat,  barley,  nuts,  hay,  wid 
pease,  Hhoned  a  decrease  of  $2,309,934  (ifl,7T8,S49).  Mineral  products,  principally 
nitrate,  bur  silver,  borate  of  lime,  silver  ore,  copper  ore,  aud  copper  and  silver  regn- 
lus,  showed  a  falling  otT  to  tbe  amount  of  $6,160,60  >  ($4,743,663  J ;  while  animal  prod- 
ucts, principally  hides,  wool,  and  hams,  showed  a  decrease  of  $549,065  ($422,779). 
In  the  following  table  are  Riveu  the  principal  articles  which  showed  a  decrease  in 
1897  as  compared  with  1696: 

The  shipping  stntistics  (Movimieato  de  la  Navegaciou)  show  a  slight,  inorease  in 
the  tonuagu  iu  l&dl  aa  compared  with  1896.     The  Hgures  are  aa  follows: 


Inwanl  liouna. 

veasels.  | 

Outwud  boDDd. 

Sum  bar 

Tm,D.gB. 

IT. 

\l^iZ 

ilm 

IJSHSl 

The  total  valno  of  tho  tninsit  trade  amounted  to  $4,788,825  ($3,6K7,395),  in  which 
Bolivia  lignres  for  $4,583,147  ($3,52<J,023),  and  apropos  of  Bolivia,  the  value  of  the 
mineral  and  other  products  of  this  country  exported  through  Autofagasta  in  1897  is 
given  at  $16,3i(2,143  ($12,614,250).  The  items  are  numerous,  but  only  three  reach  six 
ligureSj  and  only  four,  seven  ligures  in  value.  The  former  are  bismuth,  antimony, 
and  qiimiue.     The  latter  are  tin  burrilla,  bar  tin,  silver  ore,  and  cluster  and  bar  silver. 

Tbe  customs  revenue  iu  1897  amuuute<l  to  $61,186,315  ($17, 113,462 J.  Tbe  duties  on 
imports  conUibiitvd  to  tbe  total  $24,717,792  (19,032,700),  and  those  on  exports 
$36,468,523  ($28,080,763).  The  increase  in  import  duties  in  1897  as  compared  with 
1896,  notwithstandiufc  the  fact  tliat  the  value  of  imports  was  smaller  in  the  former 
than  in  the  latter  year,  is  aoctnnted  for  by  the  circumstancethattbere  wasagreatar 
decrease  in  the  importation  of  duty-free  goods  in  1897,  as  vomparod  with  liSdS. 


It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  in  the  present,  ns  iu  tbe  past,  the  object  of  the  Chilean 

miner  is  the  discovery  and  extraction  of  rich  oro.'t  only,  and  in  (his  pursuit,  he  tT6- 
quuutly — it  maybe  safely  said  generally— saorilioes  time,  labor,  and  money,  while 
all  uroiind  him  thi're  lie  untold  millions  of  wealth  which  he  ab»olut«ly  despises  for 
no  better  reason  than  tbe  fact  that  they  are  contained  in  ores  of  low  grade.  He 
iuinotcs  the  fact  that  the  very  great  uiiiindance  of  this  olaas  of  ores  «ou1d  more 
tliau  compensate  for  their  low  grade.  This  shortsightedness  of  the  Chilean  miner 
is  one  of  the  defects,  among  many  others,  of  his  inherited  education,  and  tho  only 
rninedy  for  it  will  be  a  practioHl  object  lesson  in  the  way  of  proving  to  him  that  as 
abundance  of  low-grade  ores  is  preferable,  generally  speaking,  to  a  temptingly  rich 
lodi',  which  may  be  lost  when  least  expected. 

In  au  interesting  cornmuDication  from  Mr.  A.  Orrego  Cortes  it  is  stated  that  cop- 
per oi«  of  4  to  6  per  cent  is  found  in  abundauce  in  the  iieighi>orhood  of  Santiago 
itud  nlso  in  tbu  adjacent  provini'es.  I3nt  the  depositH  are  not  worked,  l)ccanBeuo 
works  exist  for  tbe  reduction  of  the  ore.  The  same  thing  happeuH  with  tbe  numer- 
ous gold  deposits  existing  iu  the  same  region.     There  is  abundauce  of  vrt)  of  "li. 
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15,  20,  and  even  30  aiicl  40  grams  pet  too,"  but  doIhhIv  looks  at  them,  beckum  there 
is  uo  pucchaaer  fur  the  ore.  Mr.  Cortes  makes  Rpmial  meotioD  uf  golil  depoeits  at 
Alliae,  belongiM^  to  Mr.  Mateo  Fabres,  of  a  grade  of  20  to  30  grams ;  and  of  a  miue 
at  Lampa  yielding  70  gramit,  but  they  are  not  worked,  beciDiHe  there  are  no  bayers 
for  the  ore.  Witb  a  view  of  sbowint;  >rhat  might  be  done  witb  a  reduction  vorks, 
Mr.  Corte«  presents  the  following  caiculatioos  of  the  yield  and  cost  of  lOO  melxio 
ijnintftls  of  ore  contaiuiag  Gper  cent  of  copper,  six  ten-tbouKandthHof  kiIvct,  and  10 
grams  of  gold  per  too : 

Gold,  100  grams,  at  11.82 1183.00 

Silver,  6  kilograms,  at  27d.  ur  $50  per  kilogriim. 300.00 

Copper,  600  kilogramK,  at  i^SO  per  ton 400.00 

Total 882,00 

Tbe  cost  of  winning  the  ore,  carriage,  HiueltinK,  and  BU|iaratioii  of  the  iiietals  is 
given  as  follows: 

Mining  100  metric  (I Dintals 9100.00 

Carriage  to  the  works 00.00 

Sineltiog  and  separation 120.00 

10  per  cent  to  the  smelter 8N.20 

General  expenses  and  ooutingeiiciee 88.20 

Total 4!>6,40 

Daily  ptohta  to  the  miner 425.60 

ToUl 882.00 

GKNERAL   DESCRIPTION. 

Thecoaet  of  Chile  extends  from  Arica,  in  tbe  north,  to  Cape  ITom,  in 
tbe  Boutli,  including  the  nemitropical  regions  of  the  north  and  the  wet 
cold  regioDS  of  the  Magellan  teriitory  ju  the  Bouth. 

Tbe  northern  provinces  are  Tarapaca,  Autofagnsta,  and  Atacama. 
Tarapaca  is  immensely  rich  in  uitrato  of  soda  (8alti>eter),  borax,  salt, 
and  silver.  A  railroad  belonging  to  an  Englieb  company  starts  from 
Iquique,  rnns  up  a  zizzag  path  to  the  table  lands  above,  turning  toward 
the  north,  connects  with  all  the  principal  oticinas  (or  nitrate  factories), 
and  returns  to  the  Pacific  coast  at  I'isagaa.  Another  railroad,  starting 
from  Cal eta  Buena  [1>ctwe<^ii  Iqnique  and  Plsagua),  runs  east  toward 
tbe  main  line  between  Pisagua  and  Ii^uiqne.  The  latter  railrotid  is 
owned  by  a  Chilean  company,  and  connects  the  Agua  Santa  nitrate 
groands  and  factory  (whicli  are  owned  by  the  same  company)  with  tbe 
coast. 

The  principal  ports  in  this  province  are  Iqnique,  I'isagua,  Caleta 
Buena,  and  Junin:  the  shipments  are  composed  almost  entirely  of 
nitrate  of  soda,  iodine,  and  salt,  in  large  quantities,  and  silver  to  a 
lesser  extent. 

The  factories  possess  the  best  and  most  imi)roved  macliinery  of 
English  and  Chilean  make;  theyconsumelargequantitiesof  coal,  some 
British,  but  chiefiy  Australian,  brought  from  Newcastle,  New  South 
Wales,  by  ships  of  great  tonnage,  whicli  take  coal  instead  of  sand  or 
stone  ballast  and  come  to  the  Chilean  coast  seeking  freights,  and  are 
occasionally  chartered  at  Newcastle  to  load  nitrate.  When  chartered, 
the  Ireight  ranges  from  10  to  12  shillings  sterling  per  ton  for  coat,  and 
for  nitrate  to  Europe  fiom  20  to  33  shillings,  according  to  demand. 
Very  few  American  ships  now  visit  this  province,  preference  being 
given  to  iron  or  steel  bottoms  over  wood ;  bettci  freights  are  given  them, 
marine  insurance  on  caigoes  and  hulls  being  lower. 

In  tbe  province  of  Antofagasta  lies  the  port  of  Tocopilla,  from  which 
are  shipped  only  nitrate  of  soda  and  coi>p4'r  ores.  From  Taltal  similar 
produce  is  shipped,  and  in  addition,  small  quantities  of  gold  and  silver. 
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Autofagasta,  tlie  principal  port  of  the  province  of  the  same  name,  is 
connected  with  Bolivia  by  a  railroad  belonging  to  an  English  companf. 
From  this  port  or  open  roadstead  is  shipped  to  Europe  great  quantities 
of  silver,  which  is  worked  out  of  the  Bolivian  mines  of  Huanchaca, 
Potosi,  Gorocoro,  Oruro,  and  Golquechaca;  also  lead,  bismuth,  tin,  skius 
of  the  vicuiia  and  llama,  wool  and  coffee,  which  are  produced  east  of 
the  Great  Cordillera  of  the  Andes,  as  are  quinine  bark,  coca  leaves,  etc. 
There  are  immeni^e  deposits  of  a  fair  quality  of  marble,  borax,  salt,  etc., 
in  the  province  itself,  independent  of  Bolivia.  After  Tarapaca,  Antofa- 
gasta  may  be  classed  as  the  richest  mineral  province  in  Ohile. 

In  the  Province  of  Ataoania  lie  the  ports  of  Galdera,  Ghailaral,  and 
Huasco;  from  the  two  former  are  shipped  copper  and  silver  ores  in 
quantities,  but  not  so  much  as  formerly.  From  Huasco  the  same  class 
of  produce  is  shipped,  and  also  excellent  sweet  wines,  raisins,  delicious 
fruits,  and  algarobilla  seed,  which  are  exported  for  tanning  purposes. 
Here  lies  the  dividing  line  between  the  rich  mineral  districts  of  the 
north  of  Chile,  which  are  generally  barren  deserts,  rocky  hills,  moun- 
tains, andsandy  plains,  and  the  midland  provinces,  which  are  extremely 
fertile  and  rich  for  agricultural  purposes  and  vino  products.  Although 
hilly  and  mountainous  irom  here  southward,  there  are  immense  broad 
level  valleys  between  the  mountain  ranges.  Galdera,  the  principal  port 
of  the  province  of  Atacama,  is  connected  with  the  capital  of  the  province, 
Copiapo,  by  a  railroad,  which  was  the  first  constructed  in  Chile,  and  was 
bailt  by  an  American  of  the  name  of  Wheelwright,  who  was  also  the 
first  to  establish  a  line  of  steamers  on  the  west  coast  of  South  America 
(1859). 

Coqoimbo  province  contains  only  one  good  port,  of  the  same  name. 
Exports  are:  Barley,  wheat,  hay,  beans,  wool,  copper,  hides,  ratsius, 
and  silver.  The  business  of  this  province  hiie  decreased  to  a  very  great 
extent  during  the  past  few  years,  due  to  the  imiwssibility  of  working 
copper  mines  with  the  present  low  price  of  copi>er  in  Europe.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  smallest  provinces  in  Chile,  but  they  are  also  the  richest 
in  all  classes  of  agricultnral  T)roducts:  Aconcagua,  Valparaiso,  Sant- 
iago, O'Higgins,  Colchagna,  Curico,  Talca,  Linares,  Maule,  Nnble,  Con- 
cepcioQ,  Biobio,  Malleco,  and  Gautin. 

A  railroad,  belonging  to  the  State  and  recently  acquired  flrom  an  Eng'- 
lish  company,  runs  from  the  port  of  Goquimbo  to  the  capital  of  the  prov- 
ince Serena,  and  from  there  in  an  easterly  direction  to  Vicuna.  One 
branch  runs  from  Serena  southward  to  Ovalle,  Gombarbala,  and  Illapel, 
where  it  will  connect  with  a  trunk  line  now  in  course  of  constmction 
from  Calera,on  the  Valparaiso  and  Santiago  line.  There  is  also  abranch  . 
from  Ovalle  to  the  port  of  Tongoy,  used  almost  exclusively  for  carrying 
coals  and  provisions  to  the  copper  mines,  and  for  taking  back  copper 
ores  to  the  coast  for  shipment  at  Tongoy. 

Through  the  provinces  of  Valparaiso  and  Aconcagua  rnns  a  railroad, 
starting  from  the  port  of  Valparaiso,  going  eastward  and  in  a  slight 
northerly  direction  to  San  FeJiite,  and  from  there  in  a  southeasterly 
direction  to  Los  Andes,  the  terminus.  It  is  there  joined  by  Clark's 
Transaudean  Railroad,  which  crosses  the  River  Aconcagna  and  climbs 
the  mountains  towanl  the  summit  of  the  Grand  Cordillera,  where  a  tun- 
nel was  begun  some  years  ago,  but  never  finished.  The  entrance  of  the 
tunnel  will  be  in  Chilean  territory  and  the  exit  in  the  Argentine  Ifepab- 
lic  About  halfway  between  Los  Andes  and  Valparaiso  the  railroad 
takes  a  sharp  turn  southward  and  rnns  to  Santiago,  and  from  there 
through  the  grand  central  valleys,  almost  midway  t«tween  the  Pacific 
and  the  Grand  Cordillera,  pasuiug  southward  through  thirteen  difterent 
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provinces,  with  braiiclies  ruuniug  to  tbe  Pacilic  coant  from  Curico  to 
LHco  (buildiu^),  fruni  Taica  to  CoDStitucion  (bnilding),  to  Concei>cion, 
and  to  Valdiviii.  From  the  latter  city,  it  describes  a  loug  curve  to  La 
Union.  The  road  from  the  latter  town  to  Port  Montt  is  Bnrveyed  and 
a  line  wiU  soon  lie  built.  This  will  be  the  proposed  terminus  of  the 
trunk  or  main  line,  which  when  completed  will  cxteud  from  latitude 
19°  south  to  about  41°  40'  south,  or  for  a  distance  of  1,300  miles,  with- 
out counting  the  length  of  any  of  the  branches  or  small  extensions  and 
private  lines. 

With  the  exception  of  the  nitrate  railroads,  nearly  all  of  the  railroads 
in  Chile  are  owned  by  the  Government.  The  13  provinces  through 
which  the  railroads  pass  are  extremely  fertile.  About  half  the  land 
is  cultivated  and  produces  heavy  crops  of  wheat,  barley,  hemp  seed, 
potatoes,  uiaize,  pumpkins,  watermelons,  linseed,  mustard  seed,  beans 
(of  12  to  14  varieties),  rich  grass  and  hay,  beet  roots,  and  every  class 
of  cereal  or  fruit  that  can  be  raise<l  iu  tbe  middle  and  northern  States 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  southern  province  of  Arauco,  which  borders  on  the  Pacific,  pro- 
duces abundant  coal,  which,  although  of  an  inferior  quality  to  Ameri- 
can, British,  or  Australian,  is  highly  combustible,  and  is  almost  the  only 
coal  consumed  on  board  of  the  steamers  of  the  South  American  Company 
(tbe  Ohilean  company)  and  of  tbe  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company 
on  the  coast,  and  of  the  Gulf  and  Lamport  &  Holt's  lines  (British),  and 
also  of  the  German  line.  Twenty  per  cent  more  of  this  Chile  coal  is  used 
than  would  be  required  of  Australian,  British,  or  American,  to  yield  a 
certain  power,  but  it  is  from  25  to  30  per  cent  cheaper,  and  is  Ijecomiug 
more  in  demand  yearly.  There  is  a  line  of  railroad  running  from  Leba, 
through  Goronel,  to  Concepoion.  This  belongs  to  the  Arauco  Com- 
pany (British),  and  serves  almost  exclusively  lor  coal  trafSc  from  the 
mines  to  Concepcion,  where  it  is  supplied  to  the  State  railroads  for  the 
southern  end  of  the  railroad  track.  Lines  of  steamers  are  constantly 
running  with  coal  from  Goronel,  Lebu,  and  Lota  to  Valparaiso,  to  sup- 
ply the  northern  end  of  the  trunk  and  branch  lines. 

The  most  southerly  provinces  of  Chile  are  Valdivia,  Llanquihue,  and 
Ohiloe,  and  the  territories  of  Chiloe  and  Magallanes.  From  Valdivia 
south  to  Magellan  Straits  are  immense  forests  of  trees,  producing  some 
very  fine  lumber,  such  as  roble  (Chile  oak),  pellin,  lingue,  alerce,  laurel, 
cipres,  rauli,  lumas,  and  many  other  varieties  of  useful  limber.  Rauli 
and  lingue  are  used  for  furniture.  When  rauli  is  stained  walnuli  it  is 
very  difficult  to  distinguish  it  from  real  walnut,  and  it  is  quite  as  du- 
rable. Ci|)res  (a  southern  fir)  is  useii  for  house  building  in  damp  placeii, 
as  it  does  not  decay  so  quickly  as  the  other  woods.  Itoble  and  jwllin 
are  used  for  building  launches,  schooners,  etc.  Alerce  is  used  for 
shingles,  which  are  cut  6  teet  long  by  6  inches  and  one-half  inch  thick. 
This  wood  resists  sua  and  ruin,  and  is  very  durable;  it  is  similar  in 
a]>pearance  to  California  redwood,  but  lighter,  and  splits  clean.  Alamo 
in  a  Chilean  poplar — good,  light,  clean  white  wood,  used  for  ceilings  of 
houses.  Kauli,  matched  and  grooved,  makes  excellent  flooring.  There 
is  enough  lumber  in  Chile  to  last  for  many  years  to  come,  but  the  cost 
of  transportation  1o  tbe  ports  or  rivers  is  so  great,  that  it  is  cheaiier  to 
import  Oregon  pine  (Douglas  fir)  from  Puget  Sound. 

From  January  1, 1898,  tbe  Chilean  Government,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
tecting native  industry,  placed  a  heavy  customs  duty  on  planed  and 
matched  foreign  lumber,  including  Oregon  pine,  oak,  ash,  elm,  beech, 
maple,  etc.,  uat  iine  cabinet  woods,  sudi  as  ebony,  rosewood,  box,  wal- 
nut, cedar,  and  mahogany,  come  in  free  of  duties  (if  simply  sawed  but 
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not  worked  up).  If  by  the  new  duties  the  Government  lias  to  a  certain 
extent  protected  woodcutters  and  lumber  sawyers,  the  use  of  Oregon 
pine  in  building  has  almost  ceased,  the  consequence  being  that  what 
the  people  have  gained  in  one  way,  they  have  lost  in  another.  They 
can  not  purchase  Oregon  piuo  excepting  at  high  prices,  and  as  they 
find  it  the  most  convenient  for  making  doors  and  Bashes,  few  houses 
are  built.  Owing  to  the  high  price  of  American  white  pine  aud  the 
heavy  cnstoms  duties,  little  or  none  is  imported,  although  formerly  all 
doors  and  sashes  were  made  of  it.    Kow,  the  cheaper  rauli  replaces  it. 


The  coast  of  Chile  is  well  provided  with  abundant  fish,  the  best 
being  lengnado  {Batflsb),  lisa  (a  species  of  trout),  robalo,  eels,  bastard 
herrings,  mackerel,  sierras,  a  species  of  white-tieshed  salmon  called 
corbina,  and  crabs;  in  the  south,  oysters,  sea  urohius,  olums,  mnssels, 
shrimps,  eto.  On  the  coasts  of  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez,  lobsters 
or  crayfish  arc  abundant,  aud  the  waters  are  teeming  with  "  bacalao" 
(a  species  of  cod).  There  is  one  small  canning  factory  at  Juan  Fernan- 
dez, belonging  to  Oarlos  Fonck  &  Co.,  which  cans  lobsters  and"  bacalao." 
There  are  two  at  Calbuco  for  canning  mussels,  sea  urchins,  fish,  etc., 
bnt  the  fish  canneries  are  scarcely  worthy  of  the  name.  A  good  Ameri- 
can cannery  could  make  money  with  a  small  but  good  plant,  and  oan- 
makiug  machinery  for  1-ponnd  cans.  The  season  for  catching  lobsters 
only  lasts  six  months  iu  the  year;  there  is  uo  difficulty  iu  selUug. 


There  are  canning  factories  in  San  Felipe,  one  at  San  Bernardo  and 
another  in  the  South.  They  all  can  peaches,  strawberries,  raspberries, 
grapes,  apples,  gooseberries,  ete.  The  fruit  is  sterilized  and  is  excel- 
lent, but  imperfectly  packed.  Jams  and  jellies  can  not  be  made  to  pay, 
beause  the  customs  duty  on  fine  sugar  is  so  high. 

LIVE    8TO0K. 

This  country  prodnces  excellent  beef,  pork,  mutton,  turkeys,  fowls, 
pigeons,  and  partridges.  The  heaviest  cattle  are  brought  aciosa  the 
mountain  passes  from  the  Argeutiue  Kepublic,  rested  and  fatteued  iu 
the  rich  clover  aud  alfalfa  farms  at  the  foot  of  the  moantaius,  and 
then  slaughtered.  Many  of  the  bullocks  weigh,  in  dead  clean  meui,  as 
much  as  1,200  pounds.  Sheep  are  small  in  the  midland  provinces,  bnt 
the  flesh  is  tender.  Juicy,  and  well  flavored.  On  the  extensive  Khei-]) 
farms  a(^oining  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  sheep  are  large  aud  coarse  in 
flesh,  but  they  are  chielly  raised  for  their  wool,  tallow,  skins,  and  bones. 
The  central  provinces  produte  the  best  beef.  The  beef  in  the  southern 
provinces  is  not  good,  probably  due  to  the  almost  constant  rains  am) 
to  the  cattle  feeding  on  the  tender  branches  of  trees  aud  leaves  of  the 
forests.  The  heavy  and  constant  rains  may  be  attributed  to  the  virgin 
forests  and  luxuriant  vegetation.  Kogs  are  plentiful  in  all  parts  of 
Chile,  and  are  moderately  cheap.  Fair-class  hams  and  bacon  are  cured 
in  the  South  at  Valdivla,  Osorno,  aud  other  places,  but  they  are  always 
smoked,  nearly  always  decay  at  the  bone,  and  never  have  the  fine  flavor 
to  be  found  iu  American  or  English  hams  and  bacon. 

There  is  room  here  for  some  expert  American  meat  carer  to  establish 
a  refrigerating  chamber  for  curing  meats.    The  climate  is  rather  too 
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warm  to  cure  meats  perfectly  anlesa  too  tuach  salt  is  ased,  and  that 
destroys  the  best  flavor  of  the  meat.  There  shoald  be  a  canniDg  plant 
attached  to  the  curing  department;  with  the  abundance  of  meats  of  all 
classes  prodnced  in  the  country,  a  small  foctory  (after  the  style  of  the 
Armour  Packing;  Company,  of  Kansas  City  and  Chicago,  or  Libby, 
McNeill  &  Libby's,  bnt  on  a  lesser  scale)  wonld  pay  well. 

There  would  be  room  for  one  factory,  which  could  snpply  all  of  the 
northern  proviuites,  which  are  destitute  of  grain,  grass,  or  hurley  to 
feed  animals.  The  nnmerona  nitrate  of  soda  factories  employ  many 
thousandsof  men,  and  a  small  factory  would  be  kept  busy  curing  hams, 
bacon,  preparing  canned  hams,  bacon,  tongues,  corned  beef,  sausage, 
fresh  beef  and  mutton,  butter,  etc.  The  impossibility  of  importing  such 
provisions  from  the  United  States,  owing  to  the  prohibitive  customs 
dues  levied  on  them  since  January  J ,  18H8,  makes  it  practical  for  an 
American  company  to  establish  a  factory  which  would  be  very  profitable 

iGBIOOLTUEB. 

Machinery  and  plows  of  American  manufacture  are  used  by  about 
half  the  farmers;  25  per  cent  use  English  and  Bdgian  implements.  Tbe 
remainder  use  the  same  style  of  implements  that  were  used  iu  Egypt 
two  thousand  years  ago.  A  pointed  stick  of  hard  wood,  with  a  single 
sbaft  stuck  in  the  center,  serves  as  a  plow.  For  harrowing,  a  heavy 
beam  of  hard  wood,  with  the  additional  weight  of  the  plowman  stand- 
ing on  it,  is  dragged  by  a  yoke  nf  oxen  over  the  rough  plowed  farms. 
The  reaping  is  done  by  hand;  the  thrashing  by  forming  a  deep  circle  in 
the  open  air  with  straw,  similar  to  the  ring  of  a  small  circus,  driving  in 
from  30  to  60  mares,  posting  as  many  men  at  regular  intervals  on  the 
outer  part  of  the  circle,  and  by  means  of  shouting,  shrieking,  and  lash- 
ing driving  the  animals  fast  and  furiously  round  and  round  the  circle, 
thus  treading  out  the  wheat  from  tbe  ears.  This  is  called  "la  trilla," 
primitive  indeed,  bnt  highly  satisfactory  to  the  simple  farmers  who  do 
it,  as  they  make  this  the  occasion  for  a  general  feast  on  the  &rm,  wind- 
ing up  tbe  business  of  the  day  with  numberless  libations  of  "chicha" 
(sweet  grape  cider).  On  each  large  farm  live  a  number  of  "inquilinos," 
or  tarm  laborers,  who  are  allowed  a  house  to  live  in,  a  small  piece  of 
ground,  sufficient  to  cultivate  enough  maize,  pumpkins,  jotatoes,  and 
onions  for  the  use  of  their  families,  and  where  they  can  keep  a  few 
hogs  and  fowl,  grow  grapes,  oranges,  peaches,  qninces,  etc.  Peaches 
grow  almost  wild,  as  do  qninces.  The  valley  of  tbe  Aconcagua  is  cele- 
brated for  its  fine  quality  of.walnnts,  honey,  wax,  potatoes,  onions,  etc. 
About  3,000  tons  of  walnnts  are  gathered  yearly  in  Chile,  2,000  tons  of 
honey,  and  300  tons  of  wax. 

The  "papa  Colorado,"  or  red  potato,  is  grown  in  qnaotitiea  not  only 
sufficient  to  supply  all  the  midland  and  northern  provinces,  but  to  be 
largely  exported  to  Pern  and  Ecuador,  and  sometimes  to  Panama  and 
intermediate  ports. 

The  hay  grown  in  the  valley  is  sufficient  to  supply  all  the  northern 
provinces  and  nitrate  regions,  and  to  export  many  thousands  of  bales  to 
Pern  and  the  Brazils.  Shiploads  have  also  been  sent  te  England,  but 
although  the  freight  was  comparatively  low  for  such  a  distance  (15 
American  gold],  the  business  did  not  prove  profitable  and  was  discoD- 
tinned.  The  same  broad  valley  from  Las  Vegas  to  Los  Andes  is  planted 
for  many  leagues,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see  north  and  south,  with  the 
vines  of  the  black  grape,  from  which  is  made  "chicha"  ^cider)  by  boil- 
ing, sieving,  and  fermenting  grapes  together  with  the  skins.    It  is  esti- 
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mated  that  1,000,000  gallons  of  good,  soaiid,  wholesome  dry  claiet  wines 
could  be  made  yearly  froui  the  grai>e  crop  of  this  valley.  Bon  tiuillermo 
Brown  (the  bou  of  an  American  Daiiieil  Don  Brown,  who  died  some 
years  ago  worth  917,000, OOU,  ncquired  in  Chile  through  sheer  industry 
and  energy)  is  the  proprietor  of  a  large  vineyard  and  produces  great 
quantities  of  flrst-ctass  dry  t'laret.  It  is  called  "  vino  escorial  de  Pan- 
quebue,"  the  latter  being  tlie  name  of  a  village  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
estate,  near  which  is  also  the  large  estate  of  Errazuriz  (a  relative  of  the 
President),  producing  excellent  w-inaa  similar  to  those  of  the  Brown 
estate. 

GBAPE  CDLTURE. 

This  is  also  common,  and  extends  from  Huaeco  to  Oauqaenea,  or 
about  050  miles  north  and  south.  Delicious  sweet  muscatel  wines  are 
made  in  or  near  Huasco  (north),  and  semisweet  wines  are  made  in 
Tome  and  Oauquenes  (south).  Theie  seems  to  be  no  limit  to  the  pro- 
ducing capacity  of  the  soil,  which  is  greatly  favored  by  the  facilitres 
oQ^red  for  irrigation,  by  the  numerous  streams  of  melted  snow  which 
can  bo  and  are  trained  in  any  required  direction  as  they  rush  toward 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  fertilizing  the  lands  through  which  they  pass  in  a 
constant  stream.  This  of  course  ia  applicable  only  to  the  central  and 
southern  provinces.  The  northern  portion  of  Ataoama,  and  all  of 
Antofagasta  and  Tarapaca,  are  rainless  regions. 


The  foregoing  general  outline,  descriptive  of  the  products  of  Chile, 
is  given  to  enlighten  those  Americati  luerchauts  wbo  have  but  a  faint 
idea  of  this  country,  its  people  and  products.  Numerous  cases  have 
occurred  during  the  last  few  years  in  which  American  merchants  have 
sent,  at  a  heavy  loss,  couBignmeuta  of  honey,  fresh  butter,  peaches, 
apples,  canned  vegetables,  cheese,  and  beans.  To  dispel  the  illusion 
caused  through  ignorance,  it  is  here  necessary  to  state  that  all  of  the 
above  foods  can  be  produced  as  good  and  much  cheaper  than  in  the 
United  States.  Flour,  wheat,  and  barley,  in  fact  all  cereals,  are  in 
the  same  category,  but  with  oats  jt  is  different,  and  it  would  pay  to 
establish  ait  American  plant  tbr  the  manufacture  of  rolled  oats  (on  a 
small  scale). 

SnOAB  REFIN£BI£S. 

There  are  two  sugar  refineries  in  Chile.  The  largest  is  Viila  del  Mar, 
6  miles  from  Valparaiso.  It  is  a  Chilean  company.  The  other  is  in 
Tome,  pi^ovinteof  Concepcion.ownedby  MauricioQIeisner  &Co.  Both 
refine  oaly  cane  sugar,  most  of  which  comes  from  Peru,  but  an  occa- 
sional cargo  comes  from  Java.  Both  are  equipped  with  the  most 
valuable  modem  plant  known,  and,  when  working  at  full  capacity, 
could  supply  the  whole  of  the  requirements  of  Chile.  A  large  factory 
for  the  manufacture  of  sugar  from  beet  roots  was  erected  about  ten 
years  ago  at  Parral  (province  of  Linares),  but  as  the  planting  of  the 
sugar  beet  was  undertaken  by  incompetent  people,  or  through  mis- 
management of  the  concern,  it  proved  a  failure,  and  the  factory  and 
grounds  were  sold  to  the  Vina  del  Mar  sugar  refinery,  which  keeps  it 
closed,  bat  intends  to  give  it  another  trial  soon. 


Chilean  workmen  are  quick  to  pick  up  ideas,  if  tanght  by  expert 
mechanics  or  artisans.    They  soon  learn  a  trade,  and  are  steady  work- 
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era,  wben  not  addicted  to  drinking  grape  cider,  beer,  wine,  or  agnardi- 
ente.  Their  teachers  or  iostructora  most  not  beconia  too  familiar  with 
thi'm,  however,  or  it  would  be  impossible  to  teach  them.  They  must 
be  treated  iu  a  friendly  but  Arm  manuer;  then,  and  thmonls',  the  aver- 
age Chilean  becomes  an  excellent  workman. 

ENOINBERING  AMD  MACHINE  FACTORIES. 

There  are  two  well-appointed  steam  factories  in  Valparaiso.  One  is 
owned  by  Messrs.  Balfuur,  Lyon  &  Co.,  the  other  by  Messrs.  Hardio  & 
Co,  Both  are  about  equal  in  steam  power  and  working  capacity.  The 
best  equipi>ed  factory  of  the  kind  in  Chile  is  at  Caleta  Abarca,  about 
4  miles  from  Valparaiso.  The  Baron  Engine  Shop,  in  Valparaiso,  is 
capable  of  doing  good  and  heavy  work,  as  is  the  Maestranza,  of  Santi- 
ago (the  capital);  but  both  the  latter  belong  to  the  State  railroads,  and 
are  inferior  to  the  Caleta  Abarca  works,  which  has  constracted  num- 
bers of  locomotives,  many  hundreds  of  cargo  cars,  and  some  passenger 
can;.  With  the  exception  of  the  wheels,  many  entire  locomotives, 
including  boilers,  have  been  built  by  Messrs.  Lever,  Murphy  &  Co. 
About  90  per  cent  of  their  employees  are  Cliileaiis,  and  the  remainder 
foreigners.  The  same  proportiou  rules  In  the  shops  of  Balfour,  Lyon 
&  Co.  and  of  Hardie  &  Co.,  whereas  the  State  shops  employ  9.^  per 
cent  of  Chilean  workmen. 

The  Baldwin  and  Rogers  American  engines  (locomotives)  are  now 
and  have  been  for  some  years  running  on  all  the  State  railroads,  and 
have  given  great  satisfaction ;  but  owing  to  the  outcry  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  unemployed  Chilean  mechanics,  engineers,  and  laborers  against 
the  payment  of  heavy  sums  of  money  to  foreign  countries  for  engines 
that  could  be  built  iu  Chile,  the  Ooverniuent  was  compelled  to  call  for 
proposals  for  the  supply  of  locomotives,  cars,  and  other  engines,  giving 
the  preference  to  those  constructed  entirely  in  Chile  (excepting  the 
wheels),  providing  that  they  did  not  exceed  10  ])er  cent  of  the  cost  of 
American  or  European  locomotives  of  the  same  class  and  imwer  placed 
finished  on  the  rails.  The  probability  is  that  the  Chilean  Government, 
in  order  to  furnish  work  to  such  great  numbers  of  unemployed  Chilean 
engineers  and  mechanics,  will  be  compelled  to  continue  this  policy. 
Although  the  raw  material  cau  be  Imported  from  the  United  States  for 
building  passenger  cars,  uo  good  passenger  cars  have  been  bnilt  in  Chile. 
All  of  the  tram  cars  are  now  built  in  Valparaiso  and  Santiago. 

Most  of  the  raw  material  being  brought  from  the  United  States, 
American  passenger-car  builders  should  interest  themselves  in  this 
matter.  The  old  English  style  of  heavily  cushioned,  select  side,  door 
entrance  is  gradually  giving  way  to  the  American  cane-seated,  end- 
entrance  cars,  and  the  muoh-to-be-deplored  hybrid  car,  of  Chilean 
build,  which  is  neither  American,  English,  or  continental  pattern,  but 
a  mixture  of  all.  Most  of  the  cars  now  running  on  the  State  lines  are 
American.  Some  few  on  the  Valparaiso  and  Santiago  and  the  Concep- 
cion  and  Santiago  lines  are  Pullman  saloon  cars.  They  are  not  owned  by 
the  State,  but  a  certain  sum  over  and  above  the  rate  fixed  by  Govern- 
ment is  allowed  to  be  charged  for  a  tirst-class  fare.  This  extra  sum 
is  the  gross  profit  for  the  use  of  these  cars,  which  were  brought  here 
by  an  American,  Colonel  Spooner,  about  twelve  years  ago.  First,  sec- 
ond, and  third  class  passengers  are  carried  on  the  State  lines.  This 
arrangement  is  not  only  popular,  but  necessary  in  this  country. 

In  most  of  the  northern  ])rovinces  may  be  fouud  copper-smelting 
establishments,  and  in  many  of  tbeni,  silver  smelters;  of  the  latter,  the 
most  extensive  and  costly  is  tbu  I'laya  Blanca  establishment,  situated 
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about  1  mile  north  of  Autol'agaata,  aiid  belonging  to  the  Haanehaoa 
Company.  This  company  also  owna  the  Huanchaca  mines,  indading 
the  famons  Palacayo  mine,  which  has  for  many  years  prodnced 
$6,000,000  silver  yearly.  The  coet  of  production  was  about  50  per  cent 
of  that  amount.  The  mine  does  not  now  produce  nearly  so  much, 
because,  like  the  San  Miguel  de  Colqnechaca,  it  is  flooded  with  water. 
If  an  American  company  could  be  organized  to  bring  out  some  of  the 
most  powerful  pumps  the  world  possesses,  with  electricity  as  motive 
power,  and  pump  the  mines  dry  and  keep  them  dry,  the  business  woald 
prove  highly  remunerative.  Steam  power  is  ruinous  to  all  Bolivian 
mines  that  are  fiooded. 

Coal  cost  before  the  railroad  was  built  about  $400  (Bolivian  silver 
dollars']  per  ton,  placed  at  the  Colqnechaca  mine,  and  now  the  freight 
for  hauling  the  coal  fivm  the  Pacific  coast  to  the  mines  is  about  twice 
the  cost  of  the  coal  on  the  coast.  If  the  electricity  were  generated  by 
water  power,  the  cable  conducting  the  electric  Huid  coold  be  run  to 
almost  any  distance  from  some  of  the  never-failing  moantaiii  streams 
to  the  mines.  Here  is  an  opportanity  for  investment  that  should  not 
be  overlooked  by  American  electrical  companies  and  en^neers.  The 
iostallmeiit  wonld,  of  course,  be  costly,  but  in  due  course  of  time,  after 
prudent  previous  iuvestigation  by  reliable  men,  backed  with  abundant 
capital,  and  with  safe  leg^  contracts  with  the  mining  companies  and 
owners  of  the  richest  mines,  no  better  business  could  be  found. 


The  streets  of  the  cities  of  Santiago,  Tal[>araiBO,  San  Felipe,  Talca, 
Iquique,  and  Antofagasta  are  lighted  by  coal  gas;  Santiago  and  Val- 
paraiso ruu  electric-light  plants,  but  ouly  lor  private  houses  and  public 
institutions.  A  great  quantity  of  paraffiue  ia  imported  from  the  United 
States.  It  is  the  principal  illuminating  material  consumed  in  all  the 
country  and  many  town  and  city  homes.  Fifty  par  cent  of  the  lamps 
ased  for  paraffine  are  of  American  make,  and  notwithstanding  the 
cheapness  of  the  German  article,  the  American  is  preferred. 

MAJSOFACTORIKS. 

I  have  not  space  to  dwell  on  all  of  the  manufactories  of  Chile,  bat 
wdl  mention  a  few.  In  Valparaiso  are  three  coach,  cart,  and  truck 
makers,  who  make  good,  durable  vehicles,  etc.;  three  manufacturers  of 
macaroni;  four  steam  planing  and  lumber  dressing  factories;  about  six 
door  and  sash  makers;  three  tanneries;  one  linseed  oil  factory;  one 
meat-curing  house;  ten  furniture  factories;  five  saddleries,  and  many 
small  factories  for  different  branches  of  trade.  There  are  three  8t«am 
and  gas  power  factories  for  making  boots  and  shoes;  many  cheap  boots 
are  also  made  by  the  prisoners  of  the  city  prison.  In  March,  1898,  two 
English  merchants  (Messrs.  Gibbs  and  Seddon)  purchased  a  bailding 
and  ordered  machineiy  from  England  for  the  purpose  of  making  boots 
and  shoes  on  a  large  scale,  using  gas  as  a  motive  power. 

In  Santiago  (capital)  there  are  many  factories  run  by  steam,  gas,  and 
water  power.  Very  handsome  coaches  are  built  there,  and  only  the 
most  wealthy  of  the  citizens  puichase  coaches  in  Europe  or  the  United 
States.  The  importation  of  coacheu,  buggies,  etc.,  baa  now,  with  rare 
exceptions,  ceased,  customs  duties  being  excessively  hi^h.  Furniture 
of  all  classes  is  now  made  here.     In  this  branch  the  United  States  has 
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lost  a  very  valaable  bnsineas,  bnt  the  tariff  affects  Europe  in  tUe  same 
manner.  This  Uoverumeiit  is  determined  to  protect  native  industries, 
by  levying  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  60  per  cent  upon  nil  articles  that  can 
be  made  in  the  country,  excepting  machinery.  Prison  tabor  competes 
with  maitufavturers  in  the  production  of  cheap  boots  and  shoes,  but  for 
fine  boots  and  shoes  there  is  room  for  an  American  pover  factory  (well 
equipped)  in  Chile,  and  the  first  in  the  field  will  be  certain  to  do  well. 
The  country  produces  excellent  sole  leather,  bat  only  rough,  badly  cured 
leather  for  uppers;  consequently,  leather  for  uppers,  laces,  shoe  pegs, 
eyelets,  and  hooks  are  imported,  the  first  from  France,  Germany,  and 
Austria,  eyelets  and  hooks  fh)m  Belgium  and  France,  woven  laces  and 
elastic  for  side  springs  from  England,  and  pegs  from  the  United  States. 

BBBWEBISe. 

Breweries  are  nnmerons  in  all  parts  of  Chile,  and  so  are  mineral 
water  Victories.  Santiago,  Valparaiso,  Limache,  apd  Valdivia  produce 
first-class  beer  of  all  kinds  and  extract  of  malt,  which  is  sold  so  cheaply 
that  American,  Engliali,  and  German  beer  was  driven  out  of  the  market 
before  the  present  heavy  protective  duties  were  pat  on  it.  There  is  no 
room  for  foreign  capital  in  this  branch  of  industry. 

LOOAl.  TBANSPOBTA.TIOB. 

On  state  railways,  the  rates  are  exceedingly  ceap;  the  Govemnient 
suffers  considerable  losses  every  year  through  baaling  goods  over  the 
track.  The  revenue  never  equals  theexpenditare;  bat  the  theory  is 
that  if  the  Government  loses,  the  nation  gains. 

The  rivers  of  Chile  are  little  better  than  small  mountain  streams. 
The  Valdivia  is  navigable  by  small  steamers  of  10-foot  draft  ttora  the 
mouth  to  the  town  of  Valdivia  (only  a  few  miles).  The  rivers  Impe- 
rial, Bueno,  and  Mante  have  dangerous  bars,  upon  which  small  steam- 
ers of  lO'footdruft  are  often  lost;  farther  south  there  are  rivers,  snch 
as  the  Palena,  which  are  not  frequented,  as  there  is  no  commerce  or 
industries  of  any  kind  in  their  vicinity — nothing  bnt  thick,  rank,  and 
apparently  impenetrable  forests. 

TKADE-HABKS  AND  MA.BES  OF  OBIOIH. 

These  are  registered  at  the  officesof  the  Sociedad  FomentoFabril,in 
Santiago,  for  a  small  fee,  but  the  register  must  be  renewed  every  ten  years 
to  remain  valid.  An  infringement  or  counterfeit  of  any  trade-  mark  can 
be  punished  only  by  a  great  expeuditnre  of  money  and  patience.  The 
laws  are  very  lax  in  meting  oat  punishment  to  the  culpable  person 
who  has  been  denounced  or  detected  in  the  act  of  imitating  a  trade- 
mark. 

Merchandise  of  every  description  may  be  lauded  in  Chile  withoat 
being  marked  with  the  name  of  the  country  of  origin, 

PASSPOBTS. 

Any  citizen  of  any  part  of  the  world  may  travel  in  any  part  of  Chile 
without  being  molested.  No  passport  is  ever  required,  excepting, 
perhaps,  in  time  of  war. 

WHALING. 

There  are  two  whaling  companies  in  Chile;  one,  established  nt 
Va)|>araiso,  owns  four  ships;  the  manager  and  all  of  the  captains  and 
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officers  are  Americaos.  All  barrel  provisions,  equipments,  am]  imple- 
meots  are  brought  from  the  Unit«d  States.  The  other  company  belongs 
to  Chileans,  Sres.  Fiieutes  &  Co.,  and  owns  three  ships.  The  ships 
make  annual  cruises  to  tlie  north,  catching  mostof  their  whales  between 
Panama  and  Manta,  in  Ecuador.  They  are  generally  very  t'ortnnate; 
but  since  Ainericau  mineral  oils  have  become  so  cheap,  Chilean  whaling 
can  not  be  considered  a  profitable  business. 

SHIPBUILDING. 

This  does  not  exist,  from  an  American  point  of  view;  a  few  iron 
laancbes  are  occasionally  built  at  Oaleta  Abarca.  Torpedo  boats  are 
brought  from  Europe  and  put  together  there  and  at  Talcahoano. 
Thousands  of  launches  or  lighters  ranging  tix>m  10  to  50  tons,  and  once 
in  a  while  a  schooner  of  from  50  to  lUO  tons  measurement,  are  bnilt  at 
Maale.  Ifotbing  of  more  importance  in  this  branch  is  ever  done  in 
ChUe. 

DOCKS  AND   WHAEVE3. 

There  are  two  wooden  floating  ducks  in  Valparaiso;  one  can  take  in  a 
steamer  of  3,000  tons  nud  the  other  one  of  1,SU0  tons.  There  is  une 
mole,  or  wharf,  built  on  iron  cylinders,  which  can  take  two  steamers 
of  3,000  tons  each  on  the  outside  and  one  on  the  inside,  leaving  room 
inside  and  out  for  the  discharge  of  a  number  of  launches.  The  wharf 
is  fitted  with  rapid-working  hydniulic  cranes,  which  discharge  ships' 
carf^oesin  short  time.  Upon  the  wharf  is  a  huge  hydraulic  lift,  by  which 
guns  and  boilers  of  50  tons  weight  have  been  landed.  There  is  one 
firstdasa  dry  dock  in  Talcahuano,  owned  by  the  Oovemmeot;  it  is 
capacions  eiiough  to  easily  admit  an  ironclad  battle  ship  of  8,000  tons. 
It  can  be  used  by  merchant  ships  in  case  of  need,  but  the  Valparaiso 
docks  are  preferable  from  an  economical  poiut  of  view.  Iron  and  steel 
ships,  boilers,  and  engines  can  be  repaired  or  built,  if  required,  at  a 
moderate  expenditure — even  less  than  the  cost  of  the  saiie  class  of  work 
in  the  United  Stales.  This  work  is  done  on  shore,  in  the  shops  owned 
by  the  Docks  Compauy.  The  reason  it  can  be  done  so  cheaply  now  is 
due  to  the  depreciated  paper  currency. 


The  daily  wage  of  engineers  aud  mechanics  is  firom  tl.l2  to  81.68, 
American  gold,  Launcbmen— those  who  cany  cargo  and  ballast  to  aud 
from  ships  and  steamers — and  ships'  laborers  are  paid  on  an  average 
from  65  to  So  cents,  United  States  currency,  per  day;  stevedores  about 
95  cents,  United  States  currency.  Pood  is  supplied  on  board  free  to 
the  latter  and  to  laborers,  but  not  to  launchmen.  Farm  laborers 
(inquilinos),  when  living  in  free  huts  and  with  a  free  patch  of  land 
granted  by  the  estate,  receive  1^  cents  per  day,  and  when  employed  oat- 
side,  25  cents,  United  States  currency.  The  wages  of  carpenters,  cabi- 
netmakers, coach  and  cart  builders,  wheelwrights,  paiutars,  masons, 
bricklayers,  blacksmiths,  coppersmiths,  turners,  and  saddlers  are  from 
50  cents  miQimum  to  tl.90  maxiumm.  United  States  corrency. 

CUBBBHOT. 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  1898,  the  legal  currency  of  Chile  was  gold. 
The  standard  peso  (or  dollar)  was  fixed  at  the  value  of  18d.  sterling,  or 
the  approximate  equivaleut  of  36  cents  American  gold.    By  the  law  of 
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February  11, 189S,  three  gold  coius  were  adopted:  The  condor  ($20), 
weighing  11^-  griima ;  the  doublon  ($  1 0),  weighing  5-iYa  grams,  and  the 
escndo  ($5),  weighing  2-^  grams.  All  gold  coiua  were  eleven-  twelfths 
fine.  Four  silver  coins  were  also  adopted:  Tiie  peso,  weighing  20 
grams;  the  20-ceTit  coin,  weighing  4  grams;  the  10-ceDt  coin,  weighing 
2  grame,  and  the  5  cent  coin,  weighing  1  gram.  All  silver  coine  were 
eight  handred  and  thirty-five  oue-thonsaDdtbs  fine.  Gold  was  coined 
free  of  charge;  English  or  Anstralian  poQDds  sterling  were  declared 
legal  currency,  and  were  admitted  in  payment  of  customs  duties  at  the 
rate  of  13^  pesos. 

By  the  laws  Nos.  277  and  280,  of  February  11,  1895,  It  was  declared 
tbatbauk  and  fiscal  notes  Hliould  be  exchanged  for  gold.  This  wasdoae 
and  the  conversion  efiected  by  the  Government  with  about  43,000,000 
of  gold  pesos,  each  of  the  value  of  18d.,  or  SOJ  cents  American  gold, 
each. 

The  country  was  making  marked  progress,  until  international  diffi- 
culties (the  bound ary-lim it  question  with  the  Argentine  Kepablie) 
caused  bitter  discussion  by  the  press  and  the  people  of  both  countries. 
Chile  prepared  for  war  with  ber  neighbors,  purchased  ships  and  muni- 
tions of  war,  drilled  her  national  guards,  and  placed  the  fortifications 
defending  Valparaiso  and  Talcahuano  in  a  perfect  state  of  defense, 
which  was  eff'ected  by  mounting  a  number  of  the  most  modern  Krupp 
guns.  The  total  cost  of  ber  bellicose  preparations  has  caused  the 
nation,  in  round  numbers,  an  outlay  of  about  $36,500,000,  American 
gold.  9uch  an  expenditure  bore  very  heavily  on  a  country  with  3,000,000 
inhabitants  more  or  less.  This,  and  the  false  and  alarming  rumors 
published  in  ibe  press,  that  war  was  inevitable,  (caused  a  panic  and 
a  consequent  rush  for  gold  on  the  Banco  de  Ctiile.  The  rush  lasted 
two  days,  when  the  bank  authorities  declared  to  the  Government  that 
they  could  no  longer  resist  the  demand,  and  that  if  the  Government 
did  not  assist  them,  the  bank  must  close  its  doors.  The  Government 
decreed  that  all  banks  in  Chile  conld  legally  remain  closed  for  five  days, 
which  was  afterwards  extended  to  thirty  days,  during  which  time  no 
debts  or  deposits  could  be  legally  recovered.  The  decree  was  issued 
aboutthellthof  July,  1808.  It  was  the  only  means  of  saving  the  bank, 
which  has  a  capital  of  $40,000,000  (paper],  50  per  cent  of  which  is  paid 
up;  the  balance  can  be  called  up,  as  the  shareholders  are  responsible. 
It  was  an  act  of  wisdom  to  issue  the  decree,  as  the  bank  has  branches 
in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  suHpension  of  the  first  banking 
establishment  would  have  brought  safi'ering  and  distress  to  the  depos- 
itors and  shareholders  (dike.  Business  was  suspended  during  the 
thirty  days'  "moratorium,"  and  little  was  done  in  external  commerce 
for  one  month  afterwards.  'Now,  all  danger  of  war  with  Argentina  has 
seemingly  passed.  The  boundary  question  has  been  submitted  to  arbi- 
tration, and  the  Pnua  de  Atacama  limits  will  be  settled  to  the  satist'ac- 
tiou  of  both  countries. 


The  Chilean  banks  established  in  Valparaiso  are:  Banco  de  Chile, 
capital  paid  np  20,000,000  pesos,  agents  in  New  York,  the  New  York 
Produce  and  Exchange  Bank ;  Banco  A.  Edwards  &  Co.,  BancoComer- 
cial,  Banco  Hipoteoario,  Banco  Mobiliario,  Banco  Internacional,  and 
Banco  de  Santiago.  The  paid-up  capital  of  Edwards,  Comeroial,  Inter- 
nacional, and  Santiago  is  about  4,000,000  pesos  eacti ;  the  Hipotecario, 
50,000  pesos.  Witli  the  exception  of  the  Hipotecario,  all  have  afceuta 
in  the  United  States. 
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The  foreign  banks  are:  The  Bank  of  Tarapaca  and  London,  Limited, 
capital  £500,000  (British),  Banco  de  Ohile  y  Alemania,  and  the  Banco 
Aleman  Transatlantico  (German).  The  forei^  banks  all  have  agents 
in  Hew  York. 

Thns,  there  are  ten  commercial  and  foar  mortgage  banks  established 
in  Talparaiso.  The  principal  ones  have  branches  in  the  nitrate  and 
wheat-growing  districts. 

UNITED   STATES   HEBOHANTS. 

Messrs.  W,  B.  Grace  &  Go.  and  Beecbe  &  Co.  export,  import,  and 
charter  ships  and  steamers. 

The  following  are  not  American,  but  import  American  goods:  Bose, 
Innes  &  Co.,  Kattray  &  Go.,  Juau  B.  Clark,  Oautber  &  Co.,  Balfour, 
Lyon  &  Co.,  Betteley  &  Co.,  Beinaldo  Tillmanns,  and  other  dealws  in 
machinery  and  hardware  of  less  importance. 

Of  dry  goods,  the  following  are  the  principal  importers :  W.  E.  Graee 
&  Go.,  Beeche  &  Co.,  Huth  &  Go..  Graham,  Bowe  &  Co.,  Dnncan  Fox  & 
Co.,  Lange  &  Co.,  Onofre,  Polaneo  &  Co.,  Lntteremersk,  Winkelhagen 
&  Co.,  Sievers  &  TLiele. 

Of  drngs  and  chemicals:  Danbe  &  Go.,  Wiedmaier  &  Co.,  £.  Eisele, 
and  Griffiths  &  Co. 

Of  notions  and  general  goods:  Ony  8.  Morgan. 

Any  foreign  merchant  or  person  may  trade  in  Chile  or  acqnire  prop- 
erty in  land,  buildings^  or  vessels  on  the  same  terms  of  equality  as 
Chilean  citizens;  but  foreigners  who  are  owners  of  vessels  registered 
in  Chile,  in  order  to  enjoy  all  the  privileges  accorded  to  Chilean  vessels, 
must  carry  the  Chilean  flag  and  be  eotirely  subject  to  Chilean  laws. 
Steamers  and  sailing  vessels  of  any  nation,  under  any  flag,  may  trade 
between  porta  of  the  Chilean  coast,  carrying  Chilean  produce,  provided 
snch  ports  are  ports  of  entry.  To  call  at  any  by-port  special  permissioD 
is  necessary. 

INSUBANOE — BtABINE,  PIBE,  AKD  UFE. 

Tbe  "New  York  LifJa"  and  "Equitable  Life"  are  the  only  American 
companies;  the  "Sun  Life"  is  Canadian.  The  majority  of  fire  offices 
are  British;  next  in  number  are  Chilean;  then  come  German,  French, 
New  Zealand,  Swedish,  Swiss,  etc.  Marine  insurance  can  be  effected 
in  a  dozen  merchants'  offices,  a  few  of  the  principal  ones  being  W.  B, 
Grace  &  Co.,  Williamson,  Balfour  &  Co.,  Dnncan,  Fox  &  Co.,  Hntb  & 
Co.,  Vorwerk  &  Co.,  Allajdyce,  Brett  &  Go. 

Insurance  rates  for  cargo  to  the  United  States  or  Europe  range  from 
five-eighths  per  cent  to  seven-eighths  per  cent  (including  war  risk) ;  one- 
eighth  per  cent  less  if  war  risk  is  not  covered. 

FBEIGHTB. 

Lumber  from  south  to  Valparaiso,  lump  sum  for  the  ship.  Coal  from 
Lota,  Coronel,  or  Lebu  to  Valparaiso,  93  currency  (|1.09  gold)  per  ton 
of  1,000  kilos  (2,204.6  pounds;  to  Iquique,  $4.50  (91.04);  to  Peruvian 
ports,  $5  to  i6  (i  1.82-92. 10).  Nitrate  to  the  United  States  or  Euro|}e, 
in  steel  or  iron  bottoms,  from  25  to  35  shillings  (96,07-98.50),  according 
to  port  of  delivery  and  demand  for  tonnage. 

0BEDIT8  IN  BUBINEBS. 

The  custom  of  some  merchants  has  been  to  sell  their  goods  payable 
in  thirty  days,  allowing  a  discount  of  6  per  cent,  but  if  cash  were  paid, 
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7  per  cent;  others,  with  the  hope  of  effectiog  more  sales,  eztended  the 
time  to  sixty  days  and  yet  allowed  6  per  ceot  discount;  German  com- 
petition was  so  keen,  not  only  with  the  merchants  of  otber  nationalities 
bat  among  themselves,  that  the  tenn  was  extended  to  six  months,  and 
in  some  coses  to  even  nine,  the  seller  receiving  a  promissory  note 
("pagare")  for  the  valne  of  the  goods  sold.  In  houses  with  small  capi- 
tal, the  "pagaree"  so  received  were  discomited  at  a  bank  after  being 
indorsed,  money  was  obtained,  and  again  nsed  by  the  luerchaut  tbr 
the  payment  of  his  obligations.  By  this  system  the  purchaser  always 
iuBLSted  on  long  credits,  nnd  they  were  generally  granted.  It  can  easily 
be  understood  that  the  system  was  vicious;  many  stores  were  established 
with  little  or  no  capital  and  were  overstocked  with  goods  on  credit,  and 
thenatnral  result  was  frequent  bankruptcies  and  an  almost  complete 
SQspensiou  of  credit  all  around.  Good  buyers  can  now  get  the  maxi- 
mum of  credit,  which  is  thirty  days,  with  a  discount  of  0  per  cent. 

SHIPMENTS  OF   HEBCHAHDI8E. 

Shipments  from  the  United  States  to  Chile  can  not  be  too  carefully 
protected.  The  draft  for  value  of  merchandise  aud  shippiDg  espeuses 
should  be  drawn  payable  on  presentation,  at  the  bank  rate  of  eicbauge, 
for  adO-days'bill  of  exchange;  the  invoice  and  bill  of  lading  (the  latter 
indorsed  to  the  order  of  the  bank)  should  be  sent  with  the  draft  to  the 
bank,  with  instructions  to  surrender  shipping  documents  only  upon 
payment  of  the  draft.  If,  however,  the  American  merchant  or  shipper 
has  a  knowledge,  through  long  previous  business,  that  his  customer  is 
a  person  of  proved  integrity,  he  may  make  his  draft  payable  in  ninety 
days  after  acceptance  at  the  bank  rate  for  a  90-days'  bill  of  exchange. 

All  cases  or  packages,  boxes,  and  barrels  must  be  clearly  marked 
aifd  numbered  in  stenciled  letters  aud  figures;  near  such  marks  must 
be  placed  the  gross  weight  in  kilograms.  Shippers  and  merchants 
mast  forward  to  the  consignee,  and  also  deliver  to  the  ship  or  steamer 
agent  at  port  of  shipment,  copies  of  correct  consular  Invoices  (forms  are 
supplied  at  the  Chilean  consulate  at  the  port  of  sbipmcnt),  the  origiiml 
aud  duplicate  being  left  with  the  Chilean  consul.  Such  invoices  must 
be  stamped  and  signed  by  the  Chilean  consul,  who  will  also  stamp  and 
sign  all  bills  of  lading  aud  copies,  recovering  the  legal  fee  for  the  serv- 
ice. If  consular  invoices  and  bills  of  lading  are  nut  visecd  by  the 
Chilean  consul,  a  flue  will  be  applied  iu  Chile,  and  vexiitious  and  costly 
difflculties  will  be  raised  by  the  authorities  at  the  port  of  destination 
on  the  Chile  coast. 


Saud  ballast  can  be  procured  at  any  port  in  the  Re]iublic  where 
required,  at  a  cost  of  irom  92  to  $3  per  ton;  stone  ballast,  $3.50,  cur- 
rency paper. 

SHIP'S  PROVISIONS. 

These  are  plentiful  and  cheap  in  ports  south  of  Caldera,  but  are  25 
percent  dearer  in  Iqniqne  and  nitrate  ports.  Chilean  barreled  salt  beef 
and  pork  do  not  keep  well  through  theTropics,  and  are  much  inferior  to 
American  salt  provisions.  Potatoes,  onions,  and  vegetables  are  abun- 
dant and  cheap;  Chilean  red  potatoes  have  been  carried  to  Germany 
in  a  sailing  ship,  some  of  tbem  brought  back  and  found  to  be  still  good. 
Eggs  are  now  about  18  cents  per  dozen ;  beef,  8  cents  per  pound ;  pork, 
10  cents;  fowls,  47  cent6  each;  milk,  5  cents  per  quart;  salt  butter  iti 
kits  from  Port  Montt  (south),  16  cents  per  pound;  hartl  ship's  crackers, 
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$3.20  to  $3.80  per  100  pounds ;  cbeese,  0^  ceute  per  poatid :  all  the  fore- 
going prices  being  in  United  States  currency.  Sngar,  coffee,  and  tea 
are  dear  if  boaght  ou  shore  cleared  from  the  castom-honse,  but  fairly 
cheap  in  bond.  American  rope,  tar,  reuin,  canvas,  and  oil,  and  British, 
Belgian,  and  German  wire  rope,  yellow  metal,  nails,  and  oakam  can  be 
procured  in  any  size  or  quantity.  Light,  dock,  mole  and  pilot,  and 
hospital  dues  are  veiy  moderate,  but  mooring  and  tug  rates  are  com- 
paratively high,  both  in  Valparaiso  and  Iquique. 
Water  coste  from  $2  to  $3  per  ton,  pumx>ed  on  board. 


Ships  may  moor  in  YaJparaiso  with  head  to  the  north  in  perfect  safety 
from  August  1  to  May  1.  The  strongest  northerly  gales  are  fVom  the 
end  of  Afay  to  the  beginning  of  July;  before  or  after  that  time  Dorth- 
erly  gales  have  not  sufBcient  force  to  do  damage.  Approaching  north- 
erly gales  are  distinctly  marked  on  the  day  before  they  begin,  by  the 
&lling  and  low  barometer,  the  closeness  aud  heat  of  the  atmosphere, 
by  the  clearness  of  the  sky  at  the  horizon  in  the  north,  by  the  dense 
gathering  clouds  in  the  south,  and  by  the  outlines  of  a  hill  called  the 
Sllla  del  Gobernador,  a  distance  of  70  miles  from  Valparaiso,  appearing 
distinctly.  Ships  that  are  well  moored,  with  two  anchors  out  ahead 
with  100  fathoms  of  chain  on  each,  and  one  anchor  astern  with  90 
fathoms,  can  and  do  ride  out  the  gale  through  a  heavy  mountainous  sea. 
Storm  signals  are  always  hoisted  during  tUe  norther  season  in  Valpa- 
raiso. All  the  northern  ports  are  safe,  as  they  are  not  subject  to  the 
visitation  of  dangerous  storms. 


Merchants'  licenses  to  trade  ure  called  '■  pateutes  "  in  Chile. 

Importers'  licenses  are  divided  into  two  classes:  First  class  pays 
$2,000.  second  class  $500.  Wholesale  dealers  in  any  merchandise,  not 
being  importers,  pay:  FirBt  class  $200,  second  class  $100.  All  licenses 
are  issued  in  the  months  of  August  aud  September  of  each  year. 

TELEPHONE,  TELEGBAPn,  AND  POSTAL  SEBTICB. 

There  are  two  telephone  companies  in  Santiago,  and  the  same  ai'e 
established  in  Valpariiiso,  the  charges  per  year  for  service  being  as 
follows:  $36.50  for  private  houses;  $54.75 for  stores  or  offices;  and  from 
$50  to  $75  additional  for  comrnnnication  (doable  line)  with  Santiago. 
These  prices  are  in  United  States  currency. 

The  State  telegraph  Hue  runs  from  Iquique  (north)  to  PortMontt  and 
Ancnd  (south);  messages  are  extremely  cheap.  Several  private  lines 
mu  from  Valparaiso  to  Santiago. 

The  postal  service  is  very  good;  newspapers  can  be  sent  from  any 
town  or  place  in  Chile  to  any  other  place  in  the  same  country  free  of 
postage;  all  letters  not  exceeding  15  grams  are  charged  5  cents  for  the 
interior,  and  10  cents  to  any  part  of  the  world  where  Chile  has  postal 
communication. 

STEAM  OOMMUNICATION  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

First-class  coast  st«amers  of  the  South  American  Company  (Chilean) 
and  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company  (British)  carry  the  mails 
from  Valparaiso  to  Panama  weekly,  connecting  with  steamers  leaving 
AHpinwall  for  Mexico,  New  Orleans,  LiveriHwI,  San  Francisco,  Mar- 
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seilles,  and  Nev  York.  Two  lines  of  steamerH  {agents,  MesBrs.  W.  B. 
Grace  &  Co.  and  Beecbe  &  Co.)  mn  to  New  York  via  the  Straits  of 
Magellan. 

CUBT0M-H0U8E  AND  ST0EB8. 

These  consist  of  12  blocks  of  large,  capacions,  and  solid  brick  baild- 
ings,  fireproof  aud  containing  all  modem  improvemeiits,  especially  the 
more  recently  erected  ones,  which  are  fonr  stories  high,  each  leaving 
subterranean  basements  of  great  capacity^  nearly  1,000,0U0  tons  of 
merchandise  could  be  packed  in  them.  Kails  go  to  the  doors  of  each 
separate  department,  and  hydraulic  lifts  raise  the  cargo  to  the  differ- 
ent floors.  None  bnt  employees  are  now  allowed  to  enter,  unless  by 
a  special  permission.  The  cargo  is  lauded  on  the  fiscal  wharf  by 
employees  of  the  custom  bouse  aud  by  them  conducted  to  the  stores. 
If  merchandise  is  cleared  within  thirty  days  from  the  arrival  and  entry 
of  the  vessel  which  brought  it,  no  storage  is  charged,  but  if  it  should 
remain  one  day  beyond  that  time,  1  per  cent  is  charged  on  the  value. 
The  charge  is  not  increased  if  the  merchandise  remains  in  the  stores 
three  years;  only  1  per  cent  is  exacte<i.  This  system  is  convenient,  as 
it  allows  the  merchant  to  sell  his  goods  from  samples  and  then  order 
the  clearance  of  the  goods  sold,  paying  duties  only  upon  those  cleared. 
One  per  cent  is  but  a  small  charge  tbr  warehousing  and  storage  in  fire- 
proof buildings  for  three  years,  Gooils  that  enter  free  of  duty  pay 
(iouble  storage. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE  DXTTIEB. 

A  complete  reform  of  the  tariff  took  efTect  on  January  1, 1898^  In 
many  cases  prohibitive  duties  were  applied,  with  tbe  view  of  protectiag 
native  industries.  As  the  legislators  are,  in  a  great  m^ority,  lawyers, 
doctors,  and  farmers,  educated,  intelligent,  clever  people,  and  well 
posted  on  matters  connected  with  their  professions,  but  having  little 
knowledge  of  commerce,  some  great  errors  are  apparent  in  the  tariff. 
For  instance,  some  years  ago  the  specific  duty  on  cigarettes  was  $1, 
currency,  per  kilogram;  to  protect  native  industries,  a  special  law  was 
made  raising  tbe  duty  t^j  $5;  on  January  1,  1898,  it  was  again  raised 
to  $0  per  kilogram  of  2  pounds  2j  ounces.  Such  a  duty  is  contra  pro- 
ductive, as  it  leaves  room  for  contraband  on  a  large  scale,  on  a  com- 
paratively unprotected  coast  as  is  that  of  Chile. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  law: 


Aht,  1,  Al!  [iroilucts  or  merclianiliao  coining  Ttam  foreign  countries  and  InteDded 
for  conan  nipt  ion  or  nee  iu  Chile  will  jibj  customs  duties  of  25  per  cent  on  the  valne, 
with  the  exoeptiou  of  those  goods  which  pay  60, 33, 15,  and  6  per  cent,  and  (hose  thai 
pay  speciAc  duties  aud  those  that  are  free. 

As  a  guide  to  American  merchants,  I  give  only  those  that  pay  ad 
valorem  duty  of  60  [>er  cent  and  those  which  pay  specific  duties,  but  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  valuation  on  which  the  (10  per  cent  duty 
is  applied  is  sometimes  excessively  high,  being  more  th:in  the  real  cost. 

The  following  pay  6()  per  cent  ad  valorem :  Starch,  canary  seed ;  arti- 
cles of  any  material  which  is  priuted,  lithographed,  or  engraved,  with 
or  without  embossing  (with  the  exception  of  printed  books,  periodicals, 
or  daily  papers);  articles  made  of  skins,  cardboard,  paper,  tin  (except- 
ing tools);  cofHus, urns,  burial  caskets;  red  pepper, aniseed,  oats;  play- 
ing cards;  walking  canes;  hair,  human  hair  or  articles  made  from  it; 
packets  of  i^apcr  or  cardboards  for  sweets,  boxes  or  cases  (put  up  or  in 
pieces);  bouts  and  shoes  (with  the  exception  of  those  that  are  15  or  less 
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ceutiiiieters'  in  sole,  and  rubber  boots  or  shoes) ;  baskets,  coaclies,  bag- 
gies, carts,  and  wheelbarrows,  pat  ap  or  iu  pieces  (with  the  exception 
of  wheels  and  bubs);  jerked  meat;  corsets;  beds,  spring  mattresses; 
all  kinds  of  canned  meats,  vegetables,  and  fruits  (excepting  salmon  and 
nardines);  all  kinds  of  eatables  and  comestibles;  fiineral  wreaths, 
crowns,  crosses,  and  artificial  flowers;  ornaments,  cravats,  tiesj  bows 
of  all  clasBes;  confectionery,  sweets,  jams,  jellies  (excepting  medicinal), 
pickles;  brooms,  whisks,  and  brushes  (excepting  toothbrushes) ;  tickete 
and  labels;  macaroni  and  vermicelli;  fruits,  dry.  preserved  iu  simp  or 
spirits;  crackers  and  ship's  hard  bread,  hams  sirups;  blank  books,  with 
or  without  printed  impressions;  lumber,  planed,  matched,  or  tamed; 
broom  handles,  tool  bandies,  picture  frames,  masks  (except  those  for 
bee  culture  and  for  fencing);  maize,  malt  for  breweries;  wood  mallets, 
all  classes  of  molding,  furniture  of  all  classes^  put  np  or  in  pieces; 
raisins,  perfumery,  doors  and  sashes,  entire  or  in  pieces;  cheese;  iron 
or  steel  gates  for  gardens  or  teiioes;  ready-made  clothing;  salts  of  soda, 
carbonate  of  soda;  sausage  and  all  classes  of  akin-covered  food;  sauces 
of  all  kinds;  tUes,  bricks,  and  pavement  material ;  cornices  and  house 
ornaments;  bacon,  wax  candles,  and  vinegar. 

The  following  pay  specific  duties :  Oils,  pore  and  impure  (excepting 
pure  medical,  perfumed,  and  the  oils  of  gasoline,  naphtha,  paraffin, 
l>etroleam,  or  kerosene),  pay  11  cents  ($0,051)  per  kilogram;'  linseed 
oil,  raw  or  boiled,  20  cents  (90.073)  per  kilo;  alcohol,  spirits  of  wine, 
liquors,  and  spirits,  sweetened  or  unsweetened,  including  American 
whisky,  pay  15  pesos  {$5A75)  per  dozen ;  same  as  the  last,  bnt  not  bot- 
tled, 1 1.50  (t0.517)  per  liter  (1.0567  quarts) ;  alcoholic  bitters,  $12  (14.38) 
per  dozen;  same  as  last,  but  not  bottled,  20  cents  ($0,073)  per  liter; 
sugar,  refined,  whole  or  powdered,  wet,  dry,  or  damp,  $14.35  ($5,237) 
per  each  100  kilos  (220,46  pounds) ;  white  sugar,  granulated,  gronnd, 
wet  or  dry,  $11.40  ($4.16)  per  100  kilos;  impure  sugar,  concrete  (chan- 
caca),  wet  or  dry,  $6.60  ($2,044)  per  100  kilos;  coffee,  10  cents  ($0,036) 
per  kilo;  ordinary  cardboard,  15  cents  ($0,054)  per  kilo;  barley,  $1.60 
($0,547)  per  lOU  kilos;  beer,  bottled  (about  1^  pints),  $3  ($1,005)  per 
dozen;  not  bottled,  30  cents  ($0,109)  per  liter;  cigars,  $6  ($2.19)  per 
kilo;  cigarettes,  inclnding  weight  of  envelopes,  bnt  not  of  the  wood  or 
metal  cases,  $9  ($3,285)  per  kilo;  flour,  $2  ($0.73)  per  100  kilos;  paper, 
straw,  blotting,  and  ordinary,  15  cents  ($0,054)  per  kilo;  snuff,  $5 
($1,825)  per  kilo;  salt,  common.or  in  blocks  or  pieces,  $2.50  ($0,912)  per 
100  kilos;  refined  or  half-refined  salt,  10  cents  ($0,036)  per  kilo ;  tobacco, 
in  leaf,  $2.60  ($0,049)  per  kilo;  chopped,  $4  ($1.46)  per  kilo;  tea,  $1 

i $0,365)  per  kilo;  white  or  colored  wines  (including  medicinal),  bottled, 
112  ($4.38)  per  dozen;  not  bottled,  $1.20  ($0,438)  per  liter;  mate,  or 
Paragnay  tea,  5  cents  ($0,018)  per  kilo. 

Customs  duties  must  all  be  paid  in  Chilean  gold  dollar  of  18d.  sterling, 
equivalent  to  36^  cents  American  gold,  or  in  British  or  Australian  pounds 
sterling.  The  Chilean  tarifi'  is  not  complete  as  priuted,  as  many  of  the 
valuations  contained  in  it  have  since  been  altered  by  law.  At  the  pres- 
ent time,  the  Government  is  contemplating  giving  the  monopoly  of 
tobacco  culture  and  the  exclusive  right  to  import  and  sell  tobacco, 
cigars,  and  cigarettes  for  a  period  of  twenty  years  to  a  company  repre- 
sented by  a  Spaniard,  Fernando  Rioja,  who  already  possesses  a  ftotory 
for  the  mannfactnre  of  tobacco,  cigars,  and  cigarettes  by  gas  power. 
There  are  several  American-made  cigarette  machines  in  Valparaiso. 
Moat  of  the  tobacco  used  in  Chile  is  grown  in  the  country  and  is  of 
very  inferior  quality.  The  cigarettes  would  not  salt  the  people  of  any 
other  country. 
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COmiBBOUX.  CONDITIOH8. 

The  Btatistica  pabliBhed  in  Chile  are  fall  aud  complete,  bat  ore  gen- 
erally one  year  bebind.  I  forward,  however,  one  of  the  latest  books  of 
statistics  published,  covering  1897,  and  one  of  1896,  and  also  the  animal 
report  of  the  superintendence  of  easterns  for  the  year  1897.'  The  latter 
embraces  all  of  the  important  commercial  movements  in  the  Bepublic 
in  1897.  Compared  with  1890  and  a  pnrt  of  1898,  the  half  year  ending 
December  31,  1898,  will  not  show  such  a  good  result  in  imports  of  mer- 
chandise as  the  period  of  time  from  1895  to  June  11, 1898. 

Owing  to  the  threatened  war  with  Argentina,  imported  merchandise 
became  dearer,  sales  were  limited,  and  in  certain  classes  of  goods, 
sach  as  articles  of  luxury  and  those  which  were  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  well-being  of  the  citizens,  no  sales  could  be  effected. 
Imports  were  decreased  or  suspended;  this  was  followed  by  a  corre- 
spondiQR  diminntion  in  revenue.  The  export  duties  on  nitrate  of  soda 
and  iodine,  the  only  products  sabject  to  these  duties,  remained  the 
same.  From  this  source  alone  is  derived  nearly  half  of  the  revenue  of 
Chile.  The  acquisition  of  the  nitrate  grounds  of  Tarapaca  made  Chile 
rich  aud  Fern  poor. 

The  prospects  ia  the  near  fatnre  of  doing  even  a  moderate  hueiness 
in  the  importation  of  foreign  merchandise  are  not  brilliant,  excepting 
tn  the  common  classes  of  cotton  flannels,  osnaburgs,  calicoes,  and  prints. 
Ko  special  preference  is  given  to  any  particular  mark,  pattern,  weight, 
or  quality.  In  normal  times  the  dealer  visits  the  merchant,  examines 
his  stock,  and  rarely  if  ever  counts  the  warp  and  weft  of  the  material. 
Experience  has  tanght  him  that  he  must  select  what  his  customer 
will  bay.  He  runs  his  hand  over  the  material,  pulls  it  to  test  the 
strength,  rubs  it  to  find  how  much  starch  dressing  it  contains,  and  then 
purchases  what  he  considers  the  most  salable. 

The  large  importer  exposes  to  view  probably  2,000  to  3,000  samples 
of  his  wares  fi-om  many  different  countries,  including  the  United  States. 
The  conntry  that  can  produce  the  cheapest  and  best  goods  will  sell  the 
most  American  cotton  flannels  are  preferred  to  any  other.  American 
twills,  sheetings,  and  calicoes  wonld  be  preferred  (as  they  are  excellent, 
and  most  of  them  are  free  fh>m  starch  dressing)  but  for  the  price.  The 
difflcntty  is  that  they  are  dearer  in  relation  to  quality  than  are  Enro- 

Eean  goods  of  similar  classes.  How  commerce  could  be  best  fostered 
etween  the  United  States  and  Chile  is  a  difficult  problem  to  solve. 
The  products  of  both  countries  are  similar  in  all  respects.  The  same 
variations  in  climate  exist.  Freights  are  a  triile  cheaper  from  Great 
Britain  aud  Germany  to  Chile  than  from  the  United  Stat«s  to  Chila 

The  mannfiwrtnrers  of  the  United  States  produce,  by  perfect  labor- 
saving  appliances  and  ingenious  devices,  a  great  variety  of  good  and 
DHefol  articles  which  could  be  i»nsumed  in  Chile  to  advantage,  but  the 
power  of  the  United  States  to  sell  such  commodities  at  cheaper  prices 
than  Europe  is  neutralized  by  the  fact  that  Chile  has  placed  heavy 
protective  duties  upon  the  very  articles  that  are  most  easily  snpjilied 
by  the  United  States  and  are  moat  needed  here.  If  a  commercial 
treaty  could  be  made,  upon  a  reciprocal  basis  of,  say,  the  admission  by 
the  United  States  of  cheap  wool  (for  carpets),  nitrate  of  soda,  iodine, 
borax,  walnuts,  and  wines,  in  exchange  for  concessions  on  the  part  of 
Chile  in  tiie  admission  of  ftimitare,  stoves,  ranges,  paper,  etc.,  some- 
thing much  better  might  be  done. 

'  Filed  for  reference  in  Bnrean  of  Foreign  Commerce,  Departmeot  of  State. 
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The  fiuaucial  Bituation  of  Chile  is  not  bad.  Tbe  country  is  indebted 
to  foreign  nations  £20,000,000  ($97,330,000).  One-aixth  of  the  total 
revenue  is  sufflcieat  for  the  service  of  tbe  debt. 


AGRICULTURAL   IMPLEHENTS. 

The  trade  in  agricattural  and  harvesting  machinery  ia  aa  yet  com- 
paratively small,  the  principal  tools  thus  far  uaed  and  sold  consisting 
of  plows,  harrows,  rakes,  and  cultivators.  There  is  some  basiuesR  to 
be  done  in  mowers  and  reapers,  but  piacticuJly  no  trade  in  self-binders. 
The  country  between  Valparaiso  and  Santiago  is  largely  under  irriga- 
tion, rendering  it  difficult  to  use  harvesting  mucbinery.  The  farming 
being  mostly  done  in  a  primitive  way,  gre^t  thistles  and  weeds  are 
allowed  to  grow  with  the  grain,  which  makes  machine  work  very  difficult. 

Thus  far,  very  few  self-binders  have  been  used,  and  then  only  in  the 
south,  near  Concepcion.  Quit«  a  number  of  English  thrashers  have 
been  eold,  but  very  few  of  American  manufacture.  American  machinery, 
however,  is  gradually  gaining,  and  sonie  manufacturers  are  wisely  Bend- 
ing representatives  here  to  introduce  their  goods  and  teach  the  people 
liow  to  oi>erate  them,  which  (!is  I  believe),  is  the  only  practical  way 
to  advance  Cnited  States  trade  in  those  lines  in  this  country.  The 
English  manufacturers  have  had  men  iu  the  field  experimenting  for 
many  years,  and  have  built  thrashers  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments— heavier  and  not  of  such  high  speed  as  the  American  manu&o- 
tnres,  of  which  it  is  claimed  that  the  speed  is  so  high  and  the  machinery 
80  light  that  In  operating  they  soon  shake  to  pieces. 

HARDWARE, 

The  United  State-')  is  the  [trinuipal  competitor  with  England  iu  all 
binds  of  mechanical  tools.  In  cut  nails,  tacks,  and  shoe  nails  the 
Americans  can  do  nearly  the  whole  business,  and  the  preference  shown 
them  is  attributed  by  the  trade  to  the  superior  quality  of  the  materials 
used  iu  the  manufacture,  in  platform  scales,  the  United  States  takes 
the  lead,  and  also  does  a  good  business  in  shovela  and  artlclee  in  which 
wood  enters  to  any  extent. 

IRON. 

If  properly  worked,  there  would  seem  to  be  a  good  field  for  the  Ameri- 
can iron  trade  in  Chile.  Almost  all  bridges  here  are  constructed  of  iron. 
Galvanized  iron  is  used  to  a  surprising  extent  in  the  central  and  north- 
ern portions.  In  the  absence  of  available  timber,  it  is  uaed  in  tbe  con- 
stmetion  of  buildings,  for  roofing  and  fencing,  and  in  a  great  variety 
of  casea  where  light  bnt  strong  and  durable  material  is  desired. 


These  are  as  yet  comparatively  but  little  used  iu  this  consular  dis- 
trict, except  in  the  neighborhood  of  Santiago.  The  demand,  however, 
is  slowly  increasing,  and  as  the  roads  become  better  adapted  to  their 
operation,  there  will  probably  iu  the  not  distant  future  be  a  profitable 
field  in  Chile  for  this  trade. 

NEED   op    UNITED   STATES    VESSELS. 

In  every  project  for  the  promotion  of  tnide  between  this  and  our  own 
country,the<iuestionof  transportation  at  once  presents  itself.  Aaiawell 
known,  we  have  under  our  flag  no  seagoing  ^'^ssel^  doing  businesB  or  %tii» 
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vest  coast  soath  of  PaDftma.  The  opportaoitiea  for  a  line  of  American 
steamers  between  \  alparaiso  and  Puget  Soaiid,  teaching  at  vay  ports, 
and  particularly  at  Sbd  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  Portland,  Oreg.,  is  worthy 
of  attention.  Some  syBtem  of  transportation  that  will  put  us  on  an 
even  footing  with  the  manafactorers  of  England  and  Germany,is  indis- 
pensable to  a  aaoceseful  American  trade  with  this  southwest  coaat.  If 
the  proposed  Nicaragua  or  some  other  trans-Isthmian  canal  were  cod- 
stmcted  and  under  American  uootrol,  the  United  States  would  control 
the  commerce  of  South  America. 

IHFOBMATION. 

By  each  mail  arriving  from  the  north,  thin  consulate  receives  a  large 
number  of  letters  ftom  manafoctnrers  and  other  business  people  in  the 
United  States,  asking  informatioD  upon  a  great  variety  of  aubjeots,  iw>me 
of  which  require  mooh  research  in  order  to  answer  them  intelligently 
and  satisfactorily. 

The  consul  makes  it  a  point  invariably  to  answer  all  these  letters 
vitbin  the  earliest  time  possible,  being  very  anxious  to  be  of  service 
to  those  manafacturers  and  others  in  the  United  States  who  desire  to 
extend  trade  with  or  to  obtain  information  concerning  this  country. 
JouN  F.  Oaples,  Oon»iil. 

Valparaiso,  October  26, 189S. 


ANTOrAGA8TA. 

The  intendente  of  the  province  has  kindly  placed  in  my  hands  his 
returns  to  the  Government  for  the  year  1897,  covering  the  commercial 
and  maritime  movement.  These  returns  are  publislied  in  the  book 
Estadistica  Comercial  for  each  year. 
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The  American  bark  Portland,  Lloyds,  toached  at  ABtofa^asta  -vntb 
coa]B,  and  an  Amertcan  schooner  of  198  tone  touched  at  Tooopilla. 
These  are  the  only  American  vessels  that  have  been  inside  this  coa- 
salar  district.  Besides  importa  aod  exports  given,  the  foiiowing  lunet 
be  taken  into  consideratioD : 

U.S.  gold. 

HerohkDiliBe,  etc.,  in  tranBit  for  Bolivia $1,750,000 

HinerolB  and  minera]  prodacta  from  Bolivia 4,230,000 


AhtoPAOASTA,  June  4, 1893. 


C.  U.  Grebae,  ViceConsuL 


SUPriEMEHTART  REPORT.' 

Xo  reliable  data  can  he  given  for  the  first  six  months  of  1898.  Owing 
to  continued  depression  of  silver  and  nitrate  of  soda,  the  volume  of 
importations  for  this  district  and  in  transit  for  Bolivia  has,  perhaps, 
biirdly  reached  that  of  1897,  thongh  the  steamers  of  W.  R.  Grace  & 
Co.  and  Beeche  &  Co.  have  come  well  filled  for  the  coast.  The  demand 
for  American  domestics,  worked  up  mainly  by  W.  11.  Grace  &  Co.,  in 
Bolivia,  appears  to  be  slowly  increasing.  The  steady  demand  for  cop- 
per has  given  a  very  considerable  impetus  to  mining,  and  the  possible 
advance  in  nitrate  of  soda  has  induced  people  to  try  to  develop  a  large 
district  abont  60  miles  southeast  from  this  port. 

In  connection  with  copper,  I  should  say  that  in  the  southern  depart- 
ment of  this  district  mines,  formerly  worked  for  gold  have  developed  a 
good  quality  of  copper. 


'  In  reply  to  circnlar  of  Augnat  5. 
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06»  COMMERCIAL   RELATIONS. 

As  to  the  qaestion,  What  caa  be  done  to  develop  and  hold  trade  in 
this  country,  1  would  say  that  the  only  methods  are  those  set  forth  in 
ox-CoDSuI  Connolly's  report  from  Aacfcland,  New  Zealand,  of  Jaly, 
1896,  and  pnbliBhed  in  January,  1897,  issue  of  Consular  Beports  (No. 
196).  I  invariably  refer  my  many  correspondents  to  that  report,  and 
urge  them  to  stndy  it  and  learn  the  things  needed. 

0.  0.  Geeene,  Consul. 


IQUIQTTE.' 

The  difficulties  in  obtaining  oflicial  statistics  of  imports  and  exports 
are  almost  insurmountable,  particularly  for  the  first  six  months  of  a 
year.  Official  compilations  cover  the  calendar  year  and  are  not  made 
up  in  this  port,  but  in  Valparaiso.  Statistics  of  the  exportation  of 
iodine  and  nitrate  of  soda,  however,  can  be  obtained  at  any  time  from 
the  A80ciaci()n  de  Propaganda,  of  this  city,  and  I  am  indebted  to  the 
courtesy  of  Mr.  E.  Vijil,  the  manager  of  the  association,  for  many  of 
the  details  given  below. 

IODINE  XVH  NITBATE  OF  BODA. 

The  exports  of  iodine  and  nitrate  from  this  consular  district  during 
the  first  Mix  months  of  1807  and  1898  were  as  follows: 
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These  figures  show  that  the  increase  in  the  shipments  of  iodine  dat- 
ing the  first  six  months  of  1898,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  of  1897,  was  about  25  per  cent,  and  of  nitrate  of  soda,  about  TO 
per  cent. 

As  explained  in  a  former  report  on  soda  nitrate,*  the  mano&ctarerB 
of  nitrate  in  1884  foand  it  necessary  to  form  a  combination  for  the  pur- 
pose of  limiting  the  production  of  the  article,  in  order  to  raise  its  price, 
which  bad  fallen  below  the  cost  of  production  on  account  of  the  great 
excess  of  the  output  over  the  demand.  The  combination  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  save  the  industry  i'rom  ruin.  The  fiist  combination 
dated  from  August  1, 1884,  and  limited  the  production  to  10,000,000 
Spanish  quintals  (of  101.61  pounds)  per  annum,  the  production  in  1883 
having  been  nearly  13,000,000  quintals.  This  period  was  extended  to 
March,  1886,  and  subsequently  to  December  31  of  thesameyear.  After 
the  rupture  of  the  combination  on  this  dat«,  the  output  during  the  four 
subsequent  years  was  largely  increased,  and  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
cause  well-grounded  apprehension  of  rnin,  unless  efficient  measures  were 
adopted  to  limit  the  production  to  an  amount  which  would  again  place 
the  indnstry  on  a  safe  basis. 

The  second  combination  lasted  from  January  1,1891,  until  December 
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31,  1892;  the  third  combination  ftvm  Jaonar;  1,  IS93,  nntil  March 
31, 1894,  aud  after  an  interval  of  two  years,  the  fourth  and  last  com- 
bination was  formed,  vhich  laBted  Itom  April  1, 1896,  antil  October  16, 
1897.  The  limit  of  the  production  during  the  last  combination  was 
23,500,000  qnintals,  for  daring  the  interv^  of  twelve  years  slLce  the 
formation  of  the  first  one,  many  new  plants  had  been  established,  and 
their  total  productive  power  had  been  immensely  increased. 

The  necessity  of  tbrming  another  combination  is  admitted  by  all  of 
the  salitreroB.  The  preliminary  steps  have  been  talien  to  determine 
an  equitable  qnota  for  each  maoafaotarer,  in  view  of  the  varied  eondi- 
tions  and  capacities  of  different  centers  of  production,  and  it  is  expected 
that  within  a  short  time,  conflicting  interests  will  be  adjusted  to  the 
satia&ctton  of  all  parties  concerned,  and  that  the  new  comhinatiou 
will  secure  better  and  more  dnrable  results  to  the  nitrate  industry  than 
former  ones. 

The  only  course  open  to  the  salitreros,  they  say,  is  an  active,  well- 
organized  propaganda,  to  which  the  Oovemment  of  Chile,  as  a  directly 
interested  party,  should  contribute  liberally.  The  present  subsidy  of 
£20,000  yearly  is  inadequate  to  secnre  the  desired  results. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  general  agent  of  the  Government  in  Europe,  the 
amount  expended  in  propaganda  will  be  recuperated  one  hundredfold. 
He  is  satisfied  that  nitrate  has  an  immeuse  field  for  its  employment, 
even  in  conutries  where  it  is  now  consumed  on  a  large  scale;  that  con- 
stant and  well-directed  efl'orts  should  be  made  to  find  new  markets  f»r 
its  introduction.  Not  only  should  pamphlets  be  written  aud  freely  dis- 
tributed, setting  forth  in  plain  language  the  merits  of  nitrate  and  its 
advantages  over  other  fertilizers,  a  plan  already  adopted  with  good 
results,  but  the  agents  of  the  propaganda  should  give  practical  lessons 
to  farmers  as  to  the  mode  of  employing  nitrate  for  different  classes  of 
crops  and  on  grounds  of  varied  composition. 

The  great  value  of  nitrate  as  a  fertilizer  in  the  case  of  beet  root  is 
already  recognized,  as  also  for  wheat.  Experiments  on  a  large  scale 
show  that  crops  of  this  cereal  have  been  increased  threefold  by  the 
judicious  use  of  nitrate. 

Cotton  plantations  in  the  Southern  States  afford  an  extensive  field 
for  the  appUcation  of  this  fertilizer. 

IMFOBTATIOnS  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Statistics  showing  the  amount  of  imports  from  the  United  States  and 
other  countries  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain.  There  is  no  doubt, 
however,  that,  owing  to  increased  facilities  of  transportation  furnished 
by  the  Merchants'  Line  of  steamers,  which  ply  between  New  York  and 
the  west  coast,  importations  of  American  goods  have  steadily  increased. 
These  steamers  take  return  cargoes  of  sugar  from  Guayaquil,  nitrate 
from  this  province,  and  hides  and  wool  ftom  the  south  of  Chile. 

The  development  of  our  trade  with  the  United  Stab's  via  Panama  is 
seriously  hampered  by  the  defective  transportation  facilities  encountered 
00  the  isthmus.  Gom])laint8  are  made  of  damage  to  goods,  in  conse- 
quence of  careless  handling.  Delay  in  forwarding  goods  after  their 
arrival  in  Colon,  and  the  heavy  expenses  on  the  istbmas,  increase  the 
canses  of  discontent. 

American  hardware,  stoves,  sewing  machines,  and  washing  machines 
have  an  extensive  sale,  and  their  superior  quality  is  justly  recognized, 

American  furniture,  on  account  of  the  good  taste  exhibited  in  its 
make-up,  its  strength,  combined  with  lightness,  and  its  high  tinish,  bus 
a  ready  acceptance  in  this  market. 
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Some  samples  of  gaiters  and  shoea  for  men's  and  women's  wear  were 
received  from  the  United  States  about  a  year  ago.  In  quality  of  mate- 
rial, workmanship,  and  finish  they  were  superior  to  any  goods  of  tbeir 
class  in  the  market,  and  the  price  was  satisfactory. 

The  style,  as  regards  the  height  of  the  instep  and  the  shape  of  the 
toe,  was  not  adapted  to  this  market.  An  order  was  given  for  a  good 
assortment  of  boots  and  shoes,  with  very  minnte  specifications  as  to  the 
details  referred  to,  so  as  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  market.  In 
due  time  the  goods  were  received.  They  still  remain  in  the  merchant's 
warehouse,  unsold  and  unsalable.  The  specific  directions  given  in  the 
order  had  been  entirely  disregarded.  I  myself  saw  the  careful  instruo- 
tioDS  as  to  the  details  of  manufacture,  and  1  have  seen  and  examined 
the  goods  received,  and  am  convinced  that  no  effort  was  made  to  Batis^ 
the  terms  of  the  order.  Indifference  to  the  clearly  expressed  wishea  of 
the  purchaser  is  unpardonable,  and  the  policy  suicidal. 

PAOKHtO  OP   GOODS. 

In  my  report  on  this  subject  in  November,  1893,'  I  referred  to  Bome 
instances  of  bad  packing  which  had  fallen  under  my  observation,  but 
I  stated  that  during  the  previous  fifteen  years,  the  improvement  iu  the 
mode  of  packing  on  the  part  of  our  shippers  was  worthy  of  note.  I  now 
regret  to  say  that  my  attention  has  been  called  to  so  many  instances 
of  bad  packing  daring  the  last  five  years,  that  my  opinion  as  to  the 
merits  of  our  shippers  in  this  respect  has  undergone  a  radical  change. 
Typewriters,  for  instance,  have  been  seriously  injured  by  nails  care- 
lessly driven,  where  screws  should  have  been  employed.  A  number 
of  paintings  on  glass  recently  received  from  Sew  York  were  utterly 
ruined  through  faulty  packing.  In  this  instance,  the  case  was  made  of 
thin  boards,  and  was  much  too  large  for  the  contents.  Two  transverse 
cleats  had  been  tacked  on  the  inside  of  the  case  to  hold  the  contents 
down,  but  some  of  the  nails  passed  to  one  side  of  the  cleat  and  did  uot 
hold;  moreover,  the  vacant  space  was  left  unfllletl  by  straw  or  paper. 
As  a  natural  consequence,  the  cleats  gave  way  when  the  box  was  turned 
upside  down,  and  not  a  plate  of  glass  escaped. 

These  are  two  instances  out  of  many.  Our  shippers  should  regard 
packing  as  too  important  a  matter  to  be  intrusted  to  careless  and 
incompetent  hands. 

CBEDtTS. 

Local  accounts  are  settled  on  the  lOtb  of  each  month.  In  the  case  of 
merchandise  ordered  Jh)m  the  United  States,  it  is  customary  to  have 
the  goods  consigned  to  a  bank  here,  payment  being  made  in  90  days' 
sterling  drafts,  on  receipt  of  bill  nf  lading  or  of  the  goods,  according  to 
agreement.  Credits  of  twelve  months  are  often  given  by  the  English, 
French,  and  Germans,  and  this  may  help  to  explain  the  supremacy  of 
the  English  and  German  trade  in  this  country. 

Theoretically,  long  credits  are  objectionable.  In  practice,  where  the 
system  of  credits  prevails,  the  volume  of  trade  increases.  All  foreign 
accoauts  are  settled  by  sterling  bank  drafts  at  90  days'  sight. 

HAKBOK  PAOILITrBS. 

The  port  of  Iquiqne  is  an  open  roadstead.  The  ocean  currents  are 
&om  the  south,  as  are  also  the  prevailing  trade  winds.    Surf  days  may 
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occar  at  any  season  of  the  year.  Daring  the  twelve  months  ended 
December  31, 1897,  deducting  fifty-two  Sandays  and  thirteeu  feast  days, 
there  remained  three  hundred  working  days,  of  which  thirty-five  were 
Borf  days,  on  whii;h  work  in  the  bay  was  Bnspended,  lenving  the  remain- 
ing two  hundred  and  sixty-flvedaya  free  for  trafilc.  This  may  be  taken 
as  a  fair  average  of  the  state  of  the  bay  from  year  to  year. 

About  two  years  ago,  the  Government  anthorized  an  expenditnre  of 
$400,000  for  tbe  coustroctiou  of  a  breakwater  and  ditrsena.  The  work 
bas  been  <-ODipleted,  but  at  a  cost  of  $1,200,000,  or  $800,000  more  than 
tbe  decree  authorize4l,  .Tlie  number  of  surf  days  will  donbtleBS  be  \ery 
much  diminished,  and  traffic  in  the  bay  correspondingly  ameliorated. 

TBLKGBAPH  AND  CABLB  SBRVIOB. 

The  Government  land  line  is  in  operation  fh>m  one  extremity  of  the 
Republic  to  the  other.  Previous  to  the  Ist  of  August,  tbe  rate  was  2 
cents  currency  per  word ;  it  is  now  4  cents. 

The  Central  and  Sonth  American  Telegraph  Company  (Galveston 
line)  and  the  West  Coast  of  America  line  have  stations  in  this  city. 
Both  lines  are  well  Bervei3.  Their  tarift'a  are  the  same,  and  are  based 
on  United  States  gold  at  50  pence  to  the  dollar. 

TBAJfSPOBTATlON  FACILITIES. 

Interior  transportation  is  by  rail  from  this  city  to  Pisagua  and  the 
intermediate  nitrate  establishmeuts. 

The  st«amers  of  the  South  American  Steamship  Company  run  fh>m 
Lota,  in  the  south,  to  Panama,  au  also  those  of  tbe  Pacific  Steam 
Navigation  Company.  Steamers  of  this  last  company  run  also  from 
Valparaiso  to  Liverpool,  by  the  Straits  of  Magellan. 

Steamers  of  the  Koamos  Line,  from  Hamburg  to  Guayaquil,  touch  at 
tbis  and  other  principal  ports  on  the  west  coast  twice  each  month. 

OOHHEBCIAL  TBAV£LIiBS,  LAWS,  ETC. 

Commercial  travelers  are  free  to  carry  on  tbeir  business  without 
taking  out  a  license  or  paying  a  tax. 

There  are  no  laws  or  regulations  of  a  discriminatiog  character  which 
affect  American  vessels  or  American  trade.  There  is  uo  law  in  Chile 
requiring  goods  to  be  marked  so  as  to  sbow  tbe  country  of  origin  or 
manufacture. 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  pateut,  copyright,  or  trade-mark  laws, 
or  in  postal  rates. 

COnSULAB  INYOICBB,  MANIFESTS,  AND  BILLS  OF  LADING. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  enacted  on  the  25tb  of 
January,  1898,  it  is  provided : 

1.  Bills  of  IfmIIi^  of  veasels  nrriving  at  porb  of  the  Bepnblic  ahall  be  visaed  by 
tbe  cODSula  of  Cbile  in  tbe  porte  of  depiirtiite. 

2.  On  their  pieBeotiitloii  at  tbe  ciiBtom-bonBe,  manifests  sbnll  be  acoompaniRn  bj 
invoices  of  the  RoodB  in  detail,  with  the  visi's  of  tbo  respective  Chilean  consuls,  or 
if  there  be  no  Chilean  consul,  with  that  of  the  cousiii  of  a  friendly  nation. 

3.  The  omission  of  the  visf!  of  tbo  consul  ahall,  in  the  case  of  either  of  the  docu- 
ments referred  to,  be  subject  to  a  line  of  triple  the  amonnt  of  the  consular  fee  for 
said  aeivioe. 
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COTTOK   TEXTILBB. 


The  demand  in  this  market  for  cotton  textiles  covers  those  of  all 
qaalities  from  the  poorest  to  the  beat,  and  of  all  widths  from  60  to  85 
oeutimetera  (23.62  to  33.46  inches).  Those  sheetings  and  drills  are 
most  acoeptable  (other  things  being  e<iual)  vhich  contain  the  least 
amount  of  sizing,  as  exhibiting  more  honestly  the  true  character  of  the 
material.  The  duty  is  rated  according  to  the  coant.  When  the  nani> 
ber  of  picks  to  the  inch  (tiie  sum  of  the  warp  and  woof)  is  20  or  under, 
the  duty  is  J1.50  per  kilo;  when  more  than  ao,  it  is  $3  per  kilo. 

The  varieties  are  so  great  that  it  is  impossible  to  state  accarately  the 
namber  of  yards  to  the  pound.  I  have  seen  a  piece  of  white  cotton  of 
ordinary  quality,  78  centimeters  (30.7  inches)  wide,  warp  13  picks,  woof 
13,  which  gave  68  yards  to  the  pound ;  another,  of  very  superior  quality, 
85  centimeters  (33.46  inches)  wide,  warp  18,  woof  16,  gave  4  yards  to 
the  pouud. 

DUTIES  ON   IMPORTS. 

There  have  been  a  number  of  changes  in  the  Chilean  tariff  this  year, 
of  a  few  of  which  only  I  am  cognizant.  1  now  call  attention  to  a  tew 
articles  which  are  more  heavily  taxed  than  under  the  former  tariff: 

The  present  tariff,  decidedly  protective,  is  in  the  case  of  certain  lines 
of  goods  prohibitory,  very  heavy  duties  in  many  cases  being  affixed  to 
articles  which  can  not  be  mannfactnred  in  the  country,  either  for  want 
of  the  proper  material  or  of  trained  l^bor  capable  of  producing  the 
article  in  demand. 

Ohampagne,  formerly  paid  t5.25  (91.88)  on  a  dozen,  and  now  (15 
(«5.475). 

Oars  for  launches  paid  formerly  15  per  cent  on  $1  ($0,385)  each,  and 
now  15  per  cent  on  $2.40  ( J0.876), 

Duties  on  cigars  (Havana  and  others)  were  formerly  $3  (9t.095)  per 
kilo,'  and  they  are  now  $6  (92.19),  Dntieson  cigarettes  $1  (90.365)  per 
kilo,  as  against  99  (|3.28o)  at  present.  Duties  on  eut  leaf  toba4%0  have 
risen  from  91  (90.365)  to  9^  (91.46)  per  kilo. 

Duties  on  meat  extracts  have  risen  from  25  per  cent  on  91.60  (90.547) 
per  kilo*  to  60  per  cent  on  93  (91.095)  jier  kilo.  On  ship  biscuit,  from 
33  per  cent  on  96.50  ($2.37)  per  Spanish  quintal  to  60  per  cent  on  932 
(911.68)  pet  Spanish  quintal. 

Duties  on  gaiters  and  shoes,  from  35  per  cent  on  9^8  (917.62)  per 
dozen  to  60  per  cent  on  996  (935.04),  and  on  shoes  of  tLe  finest  class 
from  35  per  cent  on  996  (936.04)  to  60  per  cent  on  $192  (969.08)  per 
dozen. 

On  common  top  boots,  fh>m  33  per  cent  on  t48  (917^2)  to  60  percent 
on  9160  (958.40),  and  on  the  finest  quality,  from  35  per  cent  on  990 
(935.04)  to  60  per  cent  on  9320  (9116.80)  per  dozen. 

All  ready-made  goods,  such  as  shirts,  suits  of  clothes,  etc.,  formerly 
paid  35  per  cent  and  now  60  per  cent. 

All  duties  on  imports  are  now  paid  in  Chilean  gold  of  18  jteuce  to 
the  dollar,  and  this  gold  mast  be  bought  in  the  market.  The  premium 
at  present  is  from  30  to  35  per  cent  over  paper. 

CDBEENCY. 

Witboat  tracing  the  flnotnations  in  exchange  since  the  resnmption 
of  the  gold  standard  on  tbe  1st  of  June,  1895,  it  is  sufficient  for  my 
present  purpose  to  say  that  on  that  date,  it  was  17 1^  pence  to  tbe 
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dollar,  aud  that  darlug  the  three  following  years  nntil  Jnue,  189S,  it  was 
matutaioed  at  au  average  of  a  little  ander  17  j  peace,  with  bat  slieht 
variations.  Since  the  mouth  of  Jnly  of  this  year,  exchange  lias  fallen 
to  between  13  and  13^  pence,  having  for  a  few  days  reached  12J  and  12. 

The  gold  coined  aader  the  proTisioiis  of  the  redemption  act  has  had 
a  very  limited  circulation,  the  principal  part  of  that  actually  issued 
having  been  shipped  abroad  or  hoarded.  The  gold  dollar  is  worth  18 
peuce;  the  Hilver  dollar,  originally  worth  17|  pence,  is  to-day,  on 
Dccoant  of  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  silver,  worth  less  than  16 
t>ence,  aud  the  paper  currency  has  not  risen  above  L7^  pence.  With 
sterling  exchange  below  17^  pence,  it  is  more  profitable  to  ship  coin 
than  to  buy  drafts.  Both  gold  and  silver,  therefore,  have  completely 
disappeared  from  circulation. 

As  daties  on  imports  must  all  be  paid  in  Chilean  gold,  the  Oovern- 
meot,  with  a  view  of  restraining  the  exportation  of  gold,  orders  weekly 
auction  sales  of  the  coin  in  the  principal  business  centers  of  the 
Bepublic  Hie  last  sales  eSected  in  this  city  were  at  33^  per  cent  pre- 
mium. 

In  the  month  of  July  last,  such  was  the  financial  condition  of  the 
country,  particularly  in  the  relation  of  the  Government  to  the  banks, 
that  Oongrese  passed  a  movatory  law,  to  remain  in  force  for  a  period 
of  thirty  days,  by  which  the  banks  were  authorized  to  suspend  at  their 
discretion,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  payment  of  the  checks  of  their 
depositors,  and  were  exonerated  during  that  period  from  their  other 
financial  obligations. 

The  law  also  relieved  the  debtor  class  from  the  executiou  of  suits  at 
law  or  demands  for  debts  during  the  said  period.  A  small  percentage 
of  deposits  in  account  current  could  be  withdrawn  daily.  Such  was 
the  stringency  of  the  money  market  that  business  became  almost  com- 
pletely paralyzed  for  want  of  notes  of  the  smaller  denominations,  so 
that  recarrence  was  had  to  the  issue  of  notes  of  oue,  two.  five,  and  ten 
dollars,  payable  to  bearer  on  presentation,  w^en  the  banks  shotild 
resume  tbeir  aormal  operations.  These  aotes  were  issaed  by  10  or  12 
of  the  most  responsible  honses  of  this  ci^,  without  any  guaranty 
other  than  the  good  faith  of  the  issuers. 

On  the  notes  first  issued,  it  was  stipulated  that  they  should  be 
redeemed  at  the  rate  of  17^  pence  to  the  dollar,  which  was  the  rate  of 
exchange  at  the  time;  exchange  began  to  fall,  and  these  shlnplasters 
were  soon  worth  1  pence  more  than  Government  bank  notes,  which 
left  a  handsome  profit  for  speculators,  as  the  notes  were  all  redeemed 
on  presentation.  In  subsequent  issues,  no  mention  was  made  of  the 
rate  of  exchange.  It  is  calculated  that  about  $500,000  were  issued,  of 
which  a  large  number  still  remain  in  circulation. 

The  establishment  of  American  banks  in  this  city  and  in  other  large 
cities  on  the  coast  would  doubtless  contribute  largely  to  the  extension 
of  trade  with  the  United  States,  by  facilitating  commercial  transactions. 

MONEY-OEDER  8TSTEK  AKD  PABOBL  POST. 

The  inauguration  of  an  international  money-order  system  aud  parcel 
post  with  this  country  is  imperatively  demanded,  and  it  shoald  be  based, 
if  possible,  on  a  fixed  rate  of  exchange,  as  in  the  case  of  postal  rates 
DOW  established  between  the  United  States  and  Chile.  It  can  not  be 
donbted  that  the  establishment  of  these  two  systems  would  be  enthusi- 
astically received  by  the  people  of  both  countries,  and  that  it  would 
also  promote  the  interests  of  both  governments. 

J.  W.  MXBUIAH,  Contul. 

Iquiqdb,  October  31,  1898.  C\h1qIc 
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COLOMBIA. 

BARRANQUILLA. 

Id  <!omp1iaiice  with  iaBtructions  coutaiued  in  Department  circular 
dated  August  5, 189S,  I  Bubniit  the  following  report  of  the  commerce 
and  industries  of  this  consular  district  for  the  year  ended  Jnne  30, 1898. 

Id  the  preparation  of  the  tables  showing  the  exports  aud  imports 
and  the  movement  of  shipping  in  this  port,  I  was  compelled  to  resort 
to  the  original  entries  on  the  monthly  sheets  kept  at  the  custcm-honse, 
to  which  records  I  have  beeD  granted  access  by  the  customs  officials, 
whose  courtesy  1  am  pleased  to  acknowledge. 

General  reports  of  the  imports  nnd  exports  and  of  the  shipping  are 
not  compiled  by  the  Colombian  Government  otlener  than  once  in  two 
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years.  The  last  report  wau  for  the  two  years  ended  Deceml>er  31, 18tH>. 
it  has  not  yet  been  published. 

Such  reports,  even  when  recent,  voald  not  be  proper  subject-matter 
for  this  review,  as  they  pay  no  attention  to  the  articles  exported  to 
Colombia  by  the  respective  ooantries. 

I  believe  it  to  be  of  prime  importance  that  United  States  producers 
and  manufacturers,  in  addition  to  being  advised  an  to  the  articles 
imported  here  should  be  informed  as  to  the  countries  furnishing  same, 
ill  other  words,  American  exporters  shotild  know  who  are  their  com- 
petitors in  each  particular  line,  and  I  have  therefore  prepared  a  report 
of  the  chief  items  of  import,  with  the  total  value,  from  the  respective 
countries,  for  the  year  covered  by  this  report. 

The  commercial  importance  of  this  city  and  consular  district  is 
indicated  by  the  figures  given,  figures  which  also  disclose  a  fact  greatly 
to  be  deprecated,  that  in  the  shipping  and  in  traffic  of  this  port,  the 
United  States  occupies  so  unimportant  a  place. 

Of  the  21S  steamers  entered  daring  the  year,  with  a  tonnage  of 
463,117,  bringing  cargo  amounting  to  33,833  tons,  not  one  carri^  the 
Stars  and  Stripes,  and  but  5  of  the  21  sailing  vessels,  which  eutered 
during  the  same  period,  were  American.  Of  the  total  imports,  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  United  States  is  credited  with  10.U7  ]>er  cent,  while 
England  enjoys  35.39,  France  21, C2,  Germany  19.02,  and  the  remaining 
7.30  per  cent  is  distributed  to  Spain,  Italy,  Belgium,  Colon,  Holland, 
Switzerland,  and  Austria,  While  Colon  is  a  free  port,  so  far  as  national 
duties  are  concerned,  nevertheless,  merchandisi^  entered  there  must  pay 
a  provincial  duty  ot  10  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

In  the  matter  of  exports  from  this  port,  the  tables  are  slightly  reversed. 
Of  the  exi)ort8  the  United  States  purchased  '2'M  i»er  cent,  Trance 
22,22,  Germany  14.07,  and  England  3^1.34.  The  remaining  U.81  per  cent 
isdistribnted  to  Belgium,  Costa  Kica,  Holland,  Italy,  Mexico,  Nicaragua, 
Spain,  and  Venezuela,  These  Ugxires,  especially  those  relating  to 
imports,  become  the  more  striking  when  we  consider  the  great  advan- 
tage which  the  United  States  possesses  by  reason  of  proximity  to  this 
coast. 

Compared  with  the  report  for  the  preceding  year,  made  by  my  prede- 
cessor, the  total  imports  show  an  increase  of  t2,!l(!8,,380.94,  or  44.40  per 
cent.  In  this  increase,  the  United  States  has  not  quite  held  her  previous 
place.  During  the  year  ended  June  30,  1807,  the  United  States  fur 
nished  17.04  per  cent  of  the  total  imports,  and  occupied  the  third  place 
among  the  countries  exporting  to  this  market.  During  the  year  ended 
June  30, 1898,  the  United  States  furnished  only  16.07  per  cent  of  the 
imports,  and  yielded  her  former  place  to  Germany,  a  keen  competitor 
for  this  market. 

For  the  six  months  ended  June  30, 1897,  the  imjwrtations  were  as 
follows : 
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For  the  six  months  ended  December  31, 
stauds  as  follows: 
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:  months  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  record  of  imports  is  aa 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  the  imports  for  the  last  six  mouths  of  the 
year  reported  were  only  $3,704,690.24,  as  against  $5,934,335.10  during 
the  preceding  six  months. 

The  preat  difference  in  the  value  of  imports  for  the  two  periods  may 
be  portly  attributed  to  the  high  rate  of  exchange,  due  to  a  variety  of 
causes,  but  1  am  told  by  dealers  that  it  was  largely  owing  to  an  over- 
stocked market,  the  result  of  the  heavy  importations  during  the  six 
months  ended  December  31, 1897. 

Theexports  for  the  six  months  ended  June  30, 1898,  were  $4,697,616.47, 
as  against  $4,961,519.14  for  the  preceding  six  months.  This  was  prob- 
ably due  to  irregularity  of  the  coffee  sbipments  and  to  the  downward 
tendency  of  the  foreign  market  for  this  important  commodity. 

THE   OITY  OF   BABBANQUTLLA. 

Barranquilla  is  a  thriving  commercial  city,  with  a  population  esti- 
mated at  40,000.  Its  site  is  a  slightly  sloping  plain,  on  the  western 
bank  and  uear  the  mouth  of  the  Magdaleua  Kiver,  in  latitude  10°  59' 
north  and  about  74°  25'  west.  This  important  stream  is  the  great 
internal  highway  for  Colombian  commerce,  rising  in  the  borders  of  the 
departments  of  Tolima  and  Cauca,  and  receiving,  in  its  course  of  about 
1,100  miles,  the  waters  of  many  noble  rivers,  pasMlng  seven  of  the  niue 
departments  of  the  Republic,  and  bearing  the  rich  and  varied  products 
of  the  land.  Barranquilla  is  the  ceiitr^  point  for  Colombian  exports 
and  imports.    The  city  is  laid  out  in  a  fairly  regnlar  manner.     Its 
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streets  are  nomewhat  wider  tban  those  of  the  average  Spanish  city.  In 
the  residence  portion,  known  as  the  "Quintas,"  are  many  beaatiful 
homes,  with  attractive  gardens,  costing  from  t2O,OU0  to  $3U,0U0,  while 
in  the  bnainess  portion  of  the  vity  there  are  many  large  and  substan- 
tial baildings.  There  are  a  few  fine  wooden  houses,  bnt  most  of  the 
better  class  are  of  brick,  with  tile  roofs.  The  walls  of  the  cheaper 
boases  are  made  of  clay  or  mortar,  supported  by  a  tVamework  of  split 
guadna  (native  cane).  Such  houses,  when  well  built,  plastered,  and 
whitewashed,  present  a  neat  appearance,  and  are  cool  and  durable. 
They  are  thatched  with  rushes,  a  kind  of  roofing  which,  in  addition  to 
being  very  serviceftble,  is  almost  incombustible.  Daring  a  residence 
of  more  than  a  year  in  this  city,  I  have  not  known  of  the  destruction  of 
a  single  building  by  fire. 

Id  the  internal  furnishing  of  many  of  the  homes,  rich  and  costly 
articles  are  seen.  Pianos,  handsome  mirrors  and  ohandeliers,  princi- 
pally from  Germany  and  France,  find  a  ready  sale  here,  while  the  choice 
array  of  porcelains,  glassware,  dry  goods,  and  notions  exhibited  in 
many  of  the  stores  evidences  the  fact  that  this  city  is  a  market  not  only 
for  low-priced  goods,  an  enormous  qnantity  of  which  are  imported, 
but  for  the  better  and  higher-priced  wares  of  Europe  and  the  United 
States.  The  city  has  a  street  railway  system  with  fifteen  cars,  drawn 
by  mules,  and  the  service  is  fairly  good.  The  fare  charged  is  5  centavos, 
equal  to  about  IJ  cents  United  States  gold.  Daring  the  year  181)8, 
1,066,00U  passengers  were  carried.  The  city  is  supplied  with  water 
trom  the  Magdalena  Kiver  by  the  "acoeductit  de  Barraiiquilla,"  with 
926  subscribers,  from  whom  the  company  collects  monthly  some  4,612 
pesos,  eqnal  to  about  91,429.72  United  States  gold.  All  drinking 
and  cooking  water  shonld  be  filtered,  and  when  eo  treated  no  better 
could  be  desired.  The  water  filter  has  its  place  in  almost  every  house, 
not  oiiiy  here,  but  in  the  cities  and  towns  along  the  river's  course. 
Many  stone  filters  have  been  imported.  They  are  heavy,  cumbersome 
affairs,  and  owing  to  the  great  percentage  of  loss  from  breakage,  are 
rather  expensive,  Theyretail  at  about  17  pesos,  equal  to  16.27  tfnited 
States  gold. 

There  are  electric-light  plants  in  Barranqnilla  and  Santa  Marta.  The 
Barranqnilla  plant  hRs  1,120  lights  of  different  candlepower,  from  8  to 
60,  in  use.  The  rate  charged  is  '2  pesos,  or  62  cents  United  States  gold, 
per  month,  for  lights  of  8  candlepower.  Bairauquilla  and  Santa  Uarta 
have  public  teleiihone  exchanges.  The  Barranqnilla  exchange  has  278 
aabscribers;  charge  per  month,  C  pesos,  eqaal  to  $1.86  United  States 
gold.  Public  coaches  are  licensed,  and  the  charges  are  regelated  by 
the  mnnicipality ;  there  are  73  in  the  city.  Each  coachman  is  required 
to  keep  the  tariff  of  charges  posted  in  hi,s  carriage.  It  coats  but  20 
centavos,  eqaal  to  about  6§  cents  United  States  gold,  to  go  fh)m  one 
part  of  tlie  city  to  another.  There  is  little  difference  in  the  styles  of 
pablic  coaches  in  nse.  They  are  two  seated  covered  carriages,  so 
arranged  that  the  back  can  be  turned  to  the  front  seat.  During  the 
year  reported,  most  of  the  carriages  came  from  the  United  States, 
some  fh>m  France,  a  few  from  England,  and  one  from  Italy.  Most  of 
the  carriages  used  here  are  of  American  make.  The  two-seated  ones 
cost  in  the  United  States  from  |225  to  $400,  The  retail  price  given 
me  by  a  dealer  here,  on  a  two-seated  carriage  costing  9307.50  in  the 
United  States,  was  «I,184.30  Colombian  currency,  eqnal  at  the  time  to 
about  $370  United  States  gold.  The  private  conveyance  need  is  almost 
invariably  a  one-seated,  fonr-wheeled  carriage  of  the  phaeton  style, 
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with  seat  arranged  on  dash  for  drwer,  and  ia  drawn  by  one  horse. 
These  are  bought  in  the  United  States  at  from  $2W  to  $300  gold. 
They  cost  laid  down  here  from  80O  to  1 ,000  pesos,  according  to  exchange. 
EDgliafa  and  French  makes  go  principally  to  the  interior.  Buggies  aacl 
cabs  are  never  seen.  All  freight  aud  merchandise  is  transferred  in  the 
city  on  carts  drawn  by  mules.  An  American  wagon  or  dray  would  be 
a  cariosity  here.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  there  are  prac- 
tically no  country  roads,  and  the  streets  in  some  portions  of  the  city  are 
quite  sandy  iu  the  dry  season,  and  perhaps,  the  carts  with  these  broad 
tires  are  best  ada]V;ed  to  conditiou-t  here.  The  city  is  policed  by  86 
nniformed  officers.  Little  drunkenness  is  seen  in  the  streets,  althoagh 
great  quantities  of  domestic  rum  and  imported  wines,  liquors,  and 
beer  are  consumed.  There  are  three  Catholic  churches  and  one  Prot- 
estant mission. 

HARBOR  PACILITIES. 

Owing  to  tbe  dangerous  navigation  at  the  moutlt  of  the  river,  no  ocean 
steamers  and  but  few^  sailing  vessels  come  to  Barranquilla.  Although 
tbe  name  of  Sabauilla,  the  former  poit  (uow  entirely  abandoned),  ia 
erroneously  retained  on  many  of  the  charts  of  this  coast  and  contiuuea 
to  be  used  by  the  shipping,  the  actual  seaport  is  Puerto  Colombia,  a 
distance  of  17^  miles  from  this  city  and  connected  with  it  by  railroad. 
At  Puerto  Colombia  is  a  fine  steel  pile  pier,  about  4,000  feet  long, 
extending  into  26  feet  of  water,  with  accommodations  for  five  ocean 
steamers.  The  pier  and  railroad  are  operated  by  the  Barranquilla  Rail- 
way and  Pior  Company,  which,  although  an  English  corporation,  has 
purchased  much  of  its  rolling  stock  in  the  Unital  States,  and  has 
recently  bought  there  two  fine  new  Biildwin  locomotives,  two  passenger 
cars,  and  several  freight  cars,  made  by  Jackson  &  Sharp,  of  Wilming- 
ton, Del.  Thero»d  is3  feet  0-inch  gauge,  and  furnished  with  60  pound 
steel  rails  (English  and  American),  laid  on  creosoted  ties  from  tbe 
United  States.  During  the  year  ended  December  31,  1898,  the  com- 
pany handled  61,917  tons  of  freight  and  carried  59,468  passengers. 
Freight  rates  are  charged  by  this  company  according  to  class  of 
mercliandise.  The  unit  of  measure  is  a  "  carga,"  which  is  one-eighth 
of  a  ton.  In  computing  bulk  freight,  a  cubic  meter,  40  feet,  is  treat^  as 
a  ton.  Import  freight  is  divided  into  four  classes,  numbered  fourth, 
fifth,  sixth,  aud  seventh,  Tbe  fourth  class  pays  7.04  pesos,  equal  to 
about  $2,18  United  States  gold,  aud  includes  hardware,  boots  and  shoes, 
hats  aud  caps,  furniture,  dry  goods  and  notions,  drngs  and  medictuea, 
wines,  liquors,  and  beer,  groceries  and  canned  goods,  glassware,  ma- 
chinery, ami  turpentine;  for  the  latter,  50  percent  is  added.  The  fifth 
class  pays  4.50  pesos,  equal  to  about  $1.38  United  States  gold,  per  ton, 
and  includes  rice,  sugar,  fiour  and  jneal,  onions,  beans,  lard,  ice,  apples 
fresli  or  dried,  potatoes,  salt,  iron,  steel,  and  lead  in  bars  and  sheets, 
pipe  or  pig,  cojtper  and  tin  sheets,  pans  and  plate8,steel  rails,  chains,  wire 
rope,  anchors,  boiler  tubes,  and  asbestus.  The  sixth  class  pays  3.36 
pesos,  eqnal  to  about  $1.04  United  States  gold,  per  ton,  and  includes 
stearic  acid  and  stearin,  barbed  wire,  tiles,  tow,  iron  kettles,  coal,  cement, 
rosin,  galvauized  or  corrugated  iron,  sheet  or  other  iron  roofing,  brick, 
zinc  in  sheets,  porcelain  crockery,  lumber,  mosaics,  wicks,  grindstones, 
filters,  caustic  soda,  raw. tallow,  empty  bags,  bagging,  woven  wire,  and 
raw  materialsforniakiugglass  or  crockery.  The  seventhclass  pays  13.60 
pesos,  equal  to  about  $3.'21  United  States  gold,  per  ton,  and  includes 
acids,  alcohol,  loaded  cartridges,  gun  caps,  miners'  fuse,  dynamite,  i>ow- 
der,  and  other  explosives.    The  minimum  freight  charge  is  one  peso. 
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Export  fireigbt  is  divided  iato  sixteen  classes,  for  which  the  charges 
are  as  follows: 
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This  is  the  paper  peso,  worth  about  31  cents  United  States  gold. 
Its  value  fluctuates.  These  freight  charges  include,  for  import  cargo, 
the  haiidliug  of  freight  from  the  vessel  to  the  customhouse  at  Barran- 
qnilla,  and  for  export  freight,  delivery  from  Barranquilla  on  board  the 
vessel. 

CUSTOMS    DUT1B8. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  tariff  laws  now  in  force,  imports  are  divided 
into  sixteen  classes.  The  rate  of  duty  levied  upon  any  article  depends 
upon  the  class  to  which  it  belongs.  There  are  no  ad  valorem  duties. 
In  the  following  table,  the  several  classes  are  given,  with  rate  levied  for 
each,  together  with  some  of  the  more  important  articles  included  in  the 
respective  classes. 

These  rates  are  charged  upon  the  gross  weight  of  the  package,  and, 
like  all  other  Government  charges,  are  payable  ia  Colombian  paper 
currency  at  ita  face  value. 


lwill«,  kgricultanl  IraplenHnM.  at< 

Flonr.  ttngar,  beer,  r^rnatarch,  tHpLocit,  bUetin|^  jutv 

aod  dynamlts.  <»nlBgea, 
KflfOAene  olf»  vIokA,  ink,  hameBB,  Mialen,  pUnoa.  i:bi 

cal  snppllea. 
Bima.  cDDfcctlona7,plcklcii.euine<lgVDda,  loola,  u 

Cdiidlea.  Luttar. 
Uedldnea,  eluaamoD,  heuip  clatb,  leather,  romlture 


Spirl 


,  brandy, » 


rntler^-.. 


Cuttnn  lining*,  wool  bUnkete 

Wool  thread,  aportlnc  povder,  whk  malchi 
Tea.  cotloD  bedepreoJa.  wool  carpeta.  flroiv 
Cotun  handliercLlef*,  fibbum.  rubber  Bh« 
Undenreu-. cotton  ready  lOHdn  clotbiiig. . . 
Linen  ready-made  clothing,  waul  cloth,  abo 
Embroiderlea,  lace,  wool  ahilhing.  animn . . 
Silka.  perfdmory,  gold  oi 


pluB  W  per  cent. 

pla«  75  per  cent. 
SOcentavospluslO 


1  peau  pliiB  &0  per  f 


cept  >bolg<.u 


Ijflwelry  ai 


^d  by  Google 


COMMEBCIAL  RELAT10B8. 


On  salt,  1.20  pMoa  (53.8  cbdU)  eaoh  Hi  VtXoa  (26.45  poands). 

On  cigars,  4  pesos  ($1.79)  each  kilo,  plus  25  per  cent. 

Cigarettes,  and  material  for  making  same,  can  only  be  imported  by  tbeOoTernment 

Rifles,  and  cartridges  for  same,  can  only  be  imported  by  the  Qoreniment. 
On  tabacoo  leaf,  aaaec  tobacoo,  chewing  tobacco,  2  pesos  (89.9  cents)  per  liilo,  pins 
25  per  cent. 

On  coal,  oue-bolf  of  1  oentavo  (0.23  cent)  per  kilo,  pins  25  per  cent. 

PORT  TIEGULATIGNS. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  a  yessel  in  port,  the  jefe  del  resgnanlo  (chief  of 
the  eastern- house  guards)  at  once  pays  the  "visit"  and  the  master  mast 
produce  for  his  inspection  the  following  papers: 

(1)  The  ship's  register. 

(2)  The  ship's  crew  list. 

(3)  The  ship's  passenger  list. 

(4)  The  ship's  manifest,  duly  certified  by  the  Colombian  consul  in  the 
port  firom  which  cargo  has  been  bronght  for  this  port, 

(5)  Documents  addressed  by  Colombian  consular  offlc«T8  to  the  col- 
lector of  customs  at  this  port  and  to  other  Colombian  officials. 

(6)  Copies  of  bills  of  lading. 

(7)  List  of  articles  on  board  belonging  to  master  and  crew  and  not 
included  in  the  manifest. 

(8)  List  of  ship's  stores. 

(9)  Bill  of  health. 

An  application  must  then  be  made  to  the  collector  of  customs,  by  the 
master  or  bis  consignee,  to  discharge  cargo.  The  manifest  is  retained 
by  the  Jefe  del  resguardo  and  the  other  papers  are  returned,  except 
the  bills  of  health  of  sailing  vessels,  which  are  retained  at  the  custom- 
house nntil  vessel  clears.  When  ready  to  load,  the  master  or  ageut 
presents  to  the  collector  of  customs  a  statement  containing  the  names 
of  shippers,  marks,  numbers,  conteuts,  weight  in  kilos,  value  in  gold  of 
country  to  which  exported,  and  destination  of  each  package,  and  at  the 
same  time  makes  application  to  same  officer  for  permit  to  load.  If  the 
vessel  carries  mail,  notice  of  day  and  hour  of  departure  and  names  of 
ports  at  wliich  she  will  touch  must  be  given  to  the  post-office  depart- 
ment twelve  boors  before  date  of  leaving.  Permission  to  leave  mast 
be  obtained  from  the  collector  of  customs  and  also  from  the  prefect  of 
the  province,  the  former  in  duplicate.  When  these  permits  are  obtained, 
they  are  presented  to  the  jefe  del  resgnardo,  who  retains  same  and 
grants  permission  for  vessel  to  leave. 

PORT  OHABOBS. 

Light-house  dues. — For  "Puerto  Belillo"  and  "Nisperal"  lights,  ves- 
sels pay  5  ceutavoB  (2.3  cents)  per  ton  (net)  for  first  100  tons,  and  for 
each  additional  net  ton,  3  oentavos,  jtayable  to  an  ofScer  apix)int«d  by 
the  collector  of  customs.  Fifteen  per  cent  of  this  goes  to  the  Glovem- 
ment,  1  per  cent  to  officer  collecting,  and  84  per  cent  to  the  owners  of 
light-houses.  Vessels  fivm  Cartagena,  in  addition  to  above  charges, 
pay  1^  centavoB  (0.69  cent)  per  gross  ton  to  collector  of  customs  for  the 
"Oalera  Zamba"  light.  Five  per  cent  of  this  goes  to  the  Government, 
and  remaining  95  per  cent  to  owners  of  light-house. 
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Cargo  dues.— For  each  ton  of  1,000  kilos  (2,204.6  pounds)  landed,  1.50 
pesoa  (07  centa).    Brick  and  tilea  are  excepted  from  this  char^ 

Permits. — These  mant  have  Colombiaa  revenne  etampB  attached,  as 
follows:  To  onload,  from  collector  of  coatoms,  2  peaoa  (89  cents);  to 
load,  from  collector  of  costoma,  2  peaoa:  to  leave,  from  collector  of 
eaatoms,  in  duplicate,  4  peaoa  ((1.70);  to  leave,  from  prefect,  2  pesoa; 
to  clear,  from  jefe  del  leegnardo,  2  pesoa.  If  a  veasel  works  at  niglit, 
on  Sunday)!,  or  on  holidaya,  a  apecial  permit  most  first  be  obtained 
from  collector,  for  which  an  additional  charge  of  2  pesoa  ia  made. 

Pier  dues  at  Puerto  Columbia  {Sabanilla). — These  are  payable  in  Eng- 
lish gold,  or  its  equivalent,  to  the  Barrauqnilla  Bailway  and  Pier  Com- 
pany, Limited,  and  are  as  follows: 

For  steamships,  first  twenty-four  hours  or  fraction  thereof,  £7  128. 
((36.99)  per  hoar  for  each  working  hoar  thereafler;  for  sailing  vessels 
of  50  tons  or  less,  10s.  (92,43)  per  day,  and  for  each  additional  60  tons 
or  fraction  thereof,  5a,  ($1.22).  Sailing  vessels,  while  at  the  pier,  mnaC 
Qse  the  steam  crane,  for  which  £1  ((4.67)  per  day  is  charged.  Veasele 
at  the  pier  on  Sundays  or  holidays,  and  not  working,  are  not  charged 
for  such  days. 

BALLAST. 

Permits  to  take  ballaat  from  shore  muat  be  obtained  from  collector 
of  cnatoma,  or  jefe  del  reeguardo,  for  which  50  centavos  (22  ceute)  per 
toa  is  charged. 

I'ABSH-WATBB  SUPPLY. 

Vessels  taking  water  at  Puerto  Colombia  pay  2  centavos  per  gallon 
at  vessel's  side,  to  the  Barranquilla  Bailway  and  Pier  Company,  Limited. 

PILOTAQE. 

For  vessels  entering  river  there  are  two  ofBcial  pilots,  whose  charges 
are  iBxed  by  law  as  follows:  For  schooners,  from  seaport  to  Barran- 
quilla, 2  pesos  (89  cents);  for  brigs,  from  seaport  to  Barranquilla,  3 
pesoa  ((1.35);  for  tbreemasted  barks,  from  seaport  to  Barranquilla, 
4  pesos  ((1,79);  for  steamers,  from  seaport  to  Barranquilla,  5  pesos 
^(2.46).  Same  charges  from  Barranqailla  to  eeaport.  Vessels  requir- 
ing pilotage  outride  of  seaport  most  pay  double  charges.  Such  are 
the  legal  provisions  regarding  pilotage,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Govern- 
ment pilots  can  seldom  be  had  to  takevessela  over  the  bar  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  and  reaaela  have  beea  compelled  to  aecure  other  pilotage. 
A  tariff  of  pilotage  charges  has  recently  been  promulgated  by  an  unofG- 
cial  pilot  here.  It  is  printed  in  both  Spaoiah  and  English,  and  as  some 
of  its  provisions  are  uncertain,  I  quote  it  without  comment: 

TARIFF   OF   PILOTAOB    VIA   DOCAS  »B   CBSIZA. 

Sib:  I  have  the  hoDor  to  inform  jod  that  ftnm  this  date  I  will  charge  for  a  ronnd 
'   ■  B  of  each  vesael  sa  follows;  E"  '  .     -^  -    .   -n^       . .      .  ■  .«  .    .    .._ 

il  per  foot  or  fraction  extra. 


trip  of  each  vesael  m  follows:  Ship  up  to  12  feet,  $60  gold;  ship  over  12  feet,  flO 
gol'l  P 


„      _   .         o        .  ,o  Colombia,     Expeuies 

CBOMd  by  ft  -vcssdl  to  or  ttom  Sauta  Msrta  or  Cartaeef^i  shall  be  to  the  agent's 
Ki-caunt,  In  every  case  the  agents  or  oonsiEnees  shulT  be  respoaeilile  for  the  pilot- 
MO.  Tbe  captain  who  detaius  the  pilot  on  board,  after  fulGlllng  hia  duty,  shall  pay 
^gold  per  day. 

Pdkbto  Colombia,  Januari/  tO,  1899. 
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As  there  is  occasioDally  some  mii^aiiderstaiiding  between  masters  of 
vessels  and  consiguees,  as  to  the  items  included  under  the  terms  "port 
cUarges,"  "pilotage,"  etc.,  when  used  in  a  charter  party  for  this  port,  it 
is  suggested  that  attention  be  given  to  these  matters. 

COASTING  TRADE. 

Foreign  vessels  are  prohibited  from  engaging  in  the  coasting  trade. 
Such  vessels  discharging  or  taking  cargo  at  points  at  vhich  there  is  no 
costom- house  will  carry  a  Colombian  customhouse  officer.  Oolombian 
vessels  are  exempt  from  all  Government  charges,  except  light-hoase 
dues.  There  are  many  small  sailing  vessels  of  GO  tons  and  less, 
engaged  iu  native  trade  along  the  coast.  These  are  engaged  in  consid- 
erable traffic  between  Bairanquilla,  Santa  Marta,  and  Kio  Hacha.  1b« 
principal  coasting  trade  is,  however,  carried  on  from  Cartagenai,  many 
small  sailing  vessels  plying  between  that  port,  the  Sinu  and  Atrato 
rivers,  and  Isia  Fuerte. 

QUARANTINE, 

In  the  existing  laws  is  found  a  very  comprehensive  system  for  sani- 
tation and  the  regulation  of  quarantines  at  all  ports  of  Colombia. 
Owing,  however,  to  the  fact  that  no  quarantine  station,  lazaretto,  or 
receiving  station  of  any  kind  is  maintained  at  Idabanilla  (Puerto  Colom- 
bia), and  to  theentire  lack  of  appliances  foidtsinfection  and  fumigation,it 
J3  Impossible  for  the  local  authorities  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  these 
laws,  and  vessels  known  to  come  directly  from  infected  ports,  as  well 
as  those  having  or  suspected  of  having  a  contagious  disease  on  board, 
are  not  permitted  to  come  to  the  pier  without  ])ermiBsion  from  the 
health  officer,  whose  duty  it  is  to  inspect  cauli  vessel  entering  at  the 
port.     I  know  of  no  case  of  detention  of  a  vessel  in  the  port  since  181)4. 
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OCEAN    STEAHSHIP   LINES. 

Xine  lines  of  steamers,  all  carrying  mail,  pasaeDgers,  aud  freight, 
tonci  regularly  at  Sabanilla  (Puerto  Colombia). 

The  Hamburg  American  Packet  Company  (Qerman):  Three  steamers 
each  month  ft'om  Hamburg;  these  touch  at  Havre,  St,  Thomas,  La 
Guayra,  Puerto  Cabello,  and  Curasao.  Two  also  touch  at  Cartageua 
and  one  at  Colon. 

Oompagnie  Gt^D^rale  Transatlantiqne  (Freach) :  Three  steamerB  each 
month ;  one  of  these  from  St.  Nazaire,  one  from  Havre  and  Bordeaux, 
and  one  from  Marseilles.  These  boats  touch  at  several  points  in  the 
West  Indies  and  at  Central  and  South  American  porta. 

Koyal  Mail  Steamship  Packet  Company  (English):  Two  regular 
steamers  each  month  from  Southampton,  touching  at  Cartagena,  Colon, 
Kingston,  Jacmel,  and  Barbados,  returning  via  Cherbourg  and  Ply- 
mouth. 

Atlas  Steamship  Company  (English):  One  regular  steamer  each 
week  from  New  York  via  Kingston,  returning  via  Cartagena,  Port 
Limon,  and  Kingston.  Boats  of  this  line  also  touch  every  two  weeks 
ftt  Greytown. 

Prince  Line,  Limited  (English):  Two  regular  steamers  each  month, 
one  from  Genoa  via  Marseilles,  Barcelona,  Cadiz,  and  Trinidad,  return- 
ing via  Colon,  Frogreso,  Vera  Cruz,  Tampico,  and  New  Orleans,  and 
another  from  Glasgow  via  Barbados,  Trinidad,  La  Guayra,  Puerto 
Cabello,  and  Kingston,  returning  via  Port  Limon,  Vera  Cruz,  and  New 
Orleans. 

Transatlantica  Espanola  (Spanish) :  One  regular  steamer  each  month 
from  New  Y  ork  via  Havana,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  La  Guayra,  and  Puerto 
Oabello,  returning  to  New  York  via  Cartagena,  Colon,  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  and  Havana. 

The  Veloce  (Italian) :  One  regular  steamer  each  month  from  Genoa 
via  Barcelona,  Santa  Ornz  de  Teneriffe,  Pouce.  St.  Thomas,  La  Guayra, 
Puerto  Oabello,  aud  Curasao,  returning  via  Cartagena,  Sabanilla,  and 
same  ports  as  on  outward  trip,  except  Barcelona. 
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Harrison  Line  (English):  One  regalar  steamer  each  month  from 
Liverpool  via  Barbados,  Trinidad,  La  Onajrra,  Puerto  Gabello,  and 
Curasao,  returning  via  Cartagena,  Galveston,  or  New  Orleans. 

West  India  and  Pacific  Steamship  Company  (Gnghsh):  Tw^o  regular 
ateamerseach  month  from  Liverpool  via  Barbados,  Trinidad,  La  Ouayra, 
i'uerto  Oabello,  and  Curasao,  returning  via  Cartagena,  Colon,  and  New 
Orleans. 
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INTESNAL   TBANSFOBTATION   FACILITIES. 


At  present,  there  are  about  389  miles  of  railroad  in  operation  in 
Colombia. 

The  Santa  Marta  Railroad  Company  (English),  from  Santa  Marta  to 
Sevilla,  46  miles ;  proposed  extension  to  Eeredia,  a  tovn  on  the  Magda- 
lena  Biver,  80  miles  fivm  Barranquilla. 
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The  BarraoqnUla  Bailway  and  Pier  Oompanf  (EngliBh),  from  Barran- 
qailla  to  Poerto  Oolombia,  17^  miles,  connected  with  ateel  pier  4,000 
feet  long,  extending  into  26  feet  of  water. 

The  Uartagena  and  Magdalena  Biver  Baiiway  (American),  65  miles, 
from  Ualamar  to  Cartagena. 

The  Paoama  Baiiway  Company  (American),  47  miles,  ih>m  Panama 
to  Colon, 

The  Antioqnla  Baiiway  Company,  owned  by  the  State  of  Antioqaia, 
built  from  Puerto  Beirio,  on  the  Magdaleua  Bivei,  to  Caracoli,  a  dis- 
tance of  60  miles^  proposed  extension  of  75  miles  to  Medelliu. 

La  Dorada  Bailway  Company  (English),  boilt  from  La  Dorada  to 
Honda  and  "Arranca  Plumas, "  a  distance  of  22  miles;  proposed  exten- 
sion of  35  miles  to  Cambao. 

The  Girardot  Bailway  Company  (Colombian),  built  from  Girardot  to 
Juntas  de  Apalo,  a  distance  of  24  miles;  proposed  extension  of  48  miles 
to  Madrid,  to  connect  with  the  Facatativa  and  Bogota  Railway. 

The  Sabana  Bailway  (Colombian),  from  Facatatlva  to  Bogota,  a  dis- 
tance of  24  miles. 

Tbe  Cncnta  Bailway  Company  (Colombian),  boilt  from  Cncuta  to 
Puerto  Villamizar,  on  the  river  Znlia,  a  distance  of  34  miles;  exten- 
sion to  Venezuelan  frontier  now  in  process  of  construction,  with  2  miles 
already  built. 

The  N'orthem  Bailway  Company  (Colombian),  from  Bogota  to  Zipa- 
qnira,  a  distance  of  31  miles. 

The  Gauca  Kailway  Company,  now  controlled  by  the  State  of  Canca, 
from  Buenaveutura  to  Apula,  a  distance  of  about  28J  miles;  proposed 
extension  to  Cali. 

During  the  last  two  years,  a  number  of  new  railroads  have  been  pro- 
jected and  concessions  obtained  from  the  Government,  but  only  about 
32  miles  of  road  have  been  built.  I  am  informed  that  no  work  lias  been 
done  on  the  proposed  railroad  from  the  Magdalena  River  to  Bucara- 
manga,  referred  to  in  report  of  my  pre<lecesBor  made  October  1,  1897.' 


The  Magdalena  Biver  is  navigable  fur  steamboats  for  779^  miles. 
Steamtx>ats  from  Barranquilla  ascend  to  La  Dorada,  a  distance  of  592J 
miles.  The  altitude  of  La  Dorada  is  atwut  600  feet  above  that  of  Bar- 
ranquilla. Yegaas  was  formerly  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  lower 
river,  but  steamers  now  go  no  higher  than  La  Dorada.  Here,  dan- 
gerous rapids  are  encoantered,  and  passengers  and  freight  for  points 
on  the  upper  river  must  be  transferred  by  railroad  a  distance  of  20 
miles,  to  Arranca  Plumas,  a  point  about  1  mile  above  Honda.  Above 
Arranca  Plumas,  the  river  is  navigable  for  small  boats  to  Neiva,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  1S7  miles.  The  Cauca,  Ifechi,  and  Lebrija  rivers,  tribu- 
taries of  the  Magdalena,  afford  an  additional  215  miles  of  navigation. 
Od  these  rivers  there  are  42  steamboats,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  7,331. 
They  vary  in  size  from  313  to  30  tons,  and  are  operated  by  seven  differ- 
ent companies.  Broad,  stern-wheel  boats  are  used.  Tlie  largest  boats 
do  not  draw  much  over  3  feet  when  loaded.  Tbe  fuel  used  is  wood. 
Bate  of  travel  up  river,  about  2  leagues  per  hour;  down  river,  about 
4  leagues  per  hour.  A  number  of  the  best  and  most  satisfactory  boats 
in  use  have  been  bntlt  in  the  United  States.  They  were  brought  out 
in  pieces  and  put  up  at  Barranquilla.     Daring  the  year  1898,  these 
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Bteamers  carried  passengers  and  freight  to  and  from  tbis  port  as 
follows : 
Up  ri»ar : 

Freigbt tone..  28,850 

PasKODgera 8,119 

Down  river: 

Freight tons..  25,817 

Paaaeogers 8, 4 10 

Compared  witU  tbe  year  IS'Jl,  tlie  touimgu  was  7,852  tons  less  for 
1898.  Tbis  tonnagfe  does  not  inulnde  considerable  river  cargo  destined 
for  Cartagena,  wbicb  is  taken  from  steamers  at  Oalamar,  a  point  above 
BairaQquilla,  and  transferred  thence  byrail  65  miles  to  tbe  sea  board. 

River  steamboatt;  leave  Barranquilla  on  tbe  3d,  6th,  9th,  12th,  15tb, 
18th,  2l8t,  24th,  27tb,  and  30th  of  each  month.  Other  boats  also 
depart  at  irregular  dates.  Boats  arrive  regularly  on  the  3d,  9th,  15th, 
21st,  and  27tb  of  each  mouth. 

Passage  from  Barranquilla  to  La  Dorada — first  class,  75  pesos 
(J23.25) ;  second  class,  37.50  pesos  ($11.62) ;  th'ird  class,  25  pesos  ($7.75). 

From  La  Dorada  to  Barranquilla  —first  claSs,  50  pesos  ($15.50). 

Passengers  are  allowed  baggage  as  follows:  First  class,  150  kilos 
(330  pounds);  second  class,  75  kilos  (1C5  pounds);  third  class,  50  kilos 
(110  pounds). 

Freight  up  river,  Barranquilla  to  La  Dorada,  47  pesos  ($14.57)  per 
ton  of  1,000  kilos,  or  J  cubic  meter  of  bulk,  at  tbe  option  of  the  com- 
pany. Rebates  of  from  CO  to  20  per  cent  are  allowed  on  certain  classes 
of  freight.  As  will  be  noted,  passenger  rates  down  river  are  much 
less  than  those  charged  going  up.  The  down-river  freight  charges  ace 
also  less. 

PACK   MULES. 

Upon  leaving  the  rivers,  freight  and  passi^ngers  are  transferred  on 
the  backs  of  mules.  There  are  practically  no  wagon  roads.  The  load 
"carga"  for  a  mule  is,  for  most  of  the  routes,  250  pounds.  Mules  in 
tbe  Medellin  route  take  300  pounds.  In  order  that  tbis  may  be  prop- 
erly balanced  on  the  animal,  it  must  be  capable  of  an  almost  equal 
division  into  two  parts.  Passengers  and  freight  for  Bogota  leave  tbe 
river  at  Honda,  and  thence  are  carried  by  mules  to  Facatativa,  a  dis- 
tAnce  of  45  miles.  Tbe  trip  is  made  by  passenger  mules  in  two  and 
one-half  to  three  days.  The  charge  for  a  passenger  male-for  this  trip 
is  20  pesos  ($6.20).  Passengers  and  freight  for  Medellin  leave  the 
river  at  Puerto  Berrio.  Bogota  and  Medellin,  the  principal  interior 
cities,  are  reached  from  tbis  coast  as  follows: 
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Bates  for  traasportation  to  other  points-are,  vith  slight  variatiou,  Id 
proportion  to  those  for  phices  given.  Traasportatioti  of  freight  requires 
a  macli  longer  time. 

POSTAL   BATES   AUD    FABCEL   POST    CHABGE8, 


Letters  for  the  interior  pay  5  ceEitavos  (1.5  cents)  for  each  15  grams 
(one-half  oance),  and  an  additional  6  centavos  for  every  15  grams  over 
this  weight. 

The  newspaper  publications  of  this  country  will  be  delivered  to  the 
interior  &ee  of  charge. 

Declared  valnea,  10  centavos  (3  cents]  for  each  10  pesos  (|3.10)  or 
fraction  of  same;  sums  over  100  pesos  vt'iM  not  be  admitted  when  sent 
by  same  party  to  same  address;  only  remittances  made  iu  paper  car- 
rency  wiU  be  received.  Letters  for  the  exterior  pay  10  centavos  (3 
cents)  for  each  15  grams  (one-half  ounce),  and  an  additional  lU  centavos 
for  every  15  grams  over  this  weight. 

Printed  matter  pays  0.01  centavo  (0.03  cent)  for  each  50  grams  (1^ 
onnces),  0.02  centavo  (0.06  cent)  np  to  100  grama  (3^  ounces),  and  0.01 
centaro  for  each  additional  50  grams  (1^  ounces),  etc. 

If  the  letter  or  package  is  registered,  it  will  pay  10  centavos  (3  cents) 
additional;  if  with  advice  of  receipt,  15  centavos  additional. 

Printed  matter  mast  not  exceed  2,000  grams  (70§  ounces)  of  weight; 
samples  mast  not  exceed  250  grams  (BJ  ounces)  of  weight. 


For  the  United  States,  29  centavos  (tO.08)  for  each  ponnd  up  to  5 
kilos  (11  pounds);  for  England,  1.44  pesos  (90.44)  for  each  pound  up 
to  1  kilo  (2.2  pounds);  2,52  pesos  ($0.78)  for  each  pound  up  to  3  kilos 
(6.6  pounds):  3.48  pesos  (91.07)  for  each  pound  up  to  5  kilos  (11  pounds); 
for  A^nce,  1.80  pesos  ($0.55)  for  each  kilo  up  to  5  kilos;  for  Germany, 
1.80  pesos  for  each  kilo  np  to  5  kilos. 

CABI^E  BATES. 

This  port  has  no  direct  cable  commuuicatioD  with  Europe  or  the 
United  States.  The  nearest  cable  Btatir>n  is  at  Colon.  Gables  for 
Enrope  and  the  ■  United  States  must  be  telegraphed  to  Colon  via 
Bogota,  Buenaventura,  and  Panama.  As  the  telegraph  Utics  are  fre- 
quently out  of  order,  the  service  is  very  unsatisfactory,  and  cables  are 
frequently  sent  in  the  first  instance  to  Colon  by  steamer.  By  this 
method,  they  reach  the  cable  station  in  twenty-six  hours.  As  the  sta- 
tion is  in  the  department  of  Panama,  these  rates  are  payable  in  Colom- 
bian ^ver  or  its  equivalent  in  paper  currency.  If  paid  in  paper,  20 
j>er  cent  must  be  added.    The  rates  charged  are  as  follows: 

For  the  United  States,  per  word,  $2.99  Colombian  silver  ($1.34) ;  for 
England,  France,  and  Germany,  per  word,  $3.58  Colombian  silver 
($1.61);  for  Havana,  per  word,  $3.74  Colombian  silver  ($1.68);  for 
Caracas,  Venezuela,  per  word,  $7.21  Colombian  silver  ($3.24) ;  for  Cura- 
5ao,  per  word,  $6.36  Colombian  silver  ($2.85);  for  Colon  and  Panama, 
per  word,  $0,50  Colombian  silver  ($0.22). 

EXCHANQE  AHD  CUBKENCY  VALXJES. 

Daring  the  eighteen  months  ended  December  31, 1898,  there  has  been 
a  gradual  depreciation  in  the  gold  value  of  the  paper  peso,  which  is  the 
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moDetary  unit  throaKhout  Oolombia,  except  in  the  department  of 
Panama. 

For  the  moDtb  of  July,  1897,  exchange  at  this  city  woa  as  follows: 
Ninety  days  on  "Sew  York,  15?  per  cent  premium  for  American  dollars; 
ninety  days  on  London,  150  to  152  per  cent  premiom  for  pounds  Kter- 
ling;  ninety  days  on  Paris,  150  per  cent  preminm  for  francs;  niuvty 
days  on  Hamburg,  118  per  cent  preminm  for  marks. 

During  the  year  1898  and  the  first  month  of  1809,  drafts  sold  for 
ninety  days  on  N^ew  York  as  follows: 


«„»,. 

doit«™. " 

UODth. 

Pmnlnmlm 
dolUra. 

Ptreml. 
75toI8D 

85  torn 
esioitw 

SOOIoZM 

2(i<)i«:u 

^^^'■ 

P^«nt. 

Juiuu-y... 

lew 

As  Is  indicated  by  these  Qgnres,  the  paper  peso,  which  in  July,  1S97, 
was  worth  about  38.9  cents  in  gold,  is  now  worth  only  about  28.6  cents. 


INTEREST. 


The  legal  rate  of  interest  is  12  per  cent  per  annum. 


There  is  but  one  bank  in  the  Bepublic  which  is  permitted  to  issne 
bills.  This  is  the  Banco  Nacional  de  la  Kepnblica  de  Colombia  at 
Bogota.  It  is  in  fact  a  branch  of  the  Government.  It  is  stated  upon 
the  face  of  its  bills  that  they  are  payable  in  current  money.  It  is 
impossible  to  state  the  exact  amount  of  snch  paper  money  in  circula- 
tion, as  no  late  statistics  are  available.  Oonservative  estimates  place 
it  at  40,000,000  pesos.  There  is  one  bank  in  fiarranquilla.  It  is  a  pri- 
vate institution  with  a  capital  stock  of  850,000  pesos,  55  per  cent  of 
which  is  paid  np.  This  bank  does  a  considerable  business,  principally 
in  inland  bills  and  local  discounts.    Interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent 

E)r  annum  is  allowed  on  time  deposits.    This  bank  sells  eome  bills  on 
urope  and  the  United  States,  but  owing  to  the  unsettled  condition  of 
exchange,  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  a  foreign  draft. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  method  by  which  foreign  remittances  are 
made  to  Europe  and  tbe  United  States.  As  has  been  stated,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  secure  a  foreign  draft  from  tbe  local  bank,  and  the  greater  pro- 
portion of  the  business  is  conducted  entirely  outside  of  this  institution. 
A  party  desiring  to  purchase  a  draft  makes  inquiry  for  the  same  at 
some  of  the  commercial  houses.  These  houses,  in  addition  to  issuing 
their  individual  drafts,  are  generally  supplied  with  good  paper  drawn 
by  parties  in  tbe  interior  on  Europe  and  the  United  States.  The  price 
at  which  dralts  for  either  dollars,  pounds,  francs,  or  marks  are  Bold  Ib 
influenced  not  only  by  the  existing  rate  of  exchange,  but  by  the  opinion 
of  the  buyer  and  seller  as  to  the  prospective  rise  or  fall  in  currency 
values.  The  rate  is  subject  to  the  most  erratic  changes.  It  often  fluc- 
tuates ae  mncb  as  10  points  in  a  day. 


^dbvGoO^^lc 
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In  reapect  lo  commercial  credits,  Europeaa  exporters  offer  greater 
iiiducemeute  tomerchuuLslierothaudo tlieirUnitedtStates  competitora. 
As  a  rale,  Garopean  boases  allov  six,  niae,  and  twelve  mootba,  charg- 
ing interest  on  tbe  accoant,  while  the  United  8tat«a  sells  on  sixty  and 
iiiuetf  days. 

PASSPORTS,  COMUEBOIAL   MARKS,  ETC. 

Paasporta  are  not  reqaired  &om  foreigners  in  Colombia. 

Licences  are  not  required  from  commercial  travelers,  or  for  carrying 
on  mercantile  business. 

There  are  no  laws  of  a  discriminating  character  affecting  foreign  ves- 
Bels,  persons,  or  goods;  uor  is  there  any  law  requiring  imports  to  be 
marked  so  as  to  show  country  of  origin  or  manofactnre. 

Retail  liqnor  dealers  in  this  city  are  required  to  procure  licenses,  the 
charges  for  which  are  from  3,  6,  10,  and  20  pesos  per  month,  according 
to  class. 

Distillers  of  rum  pay  license  according  to  capacity  of  still,  the  rate 
being  £n>m  600  to  1,800  pesos  per  month. 

LOCAL  MAKUPACTUBEB. 

There  are  iu  Barranquilla  a  number  of  industries  which  are  turning 
out  a  fair  quality  of  goods. 

SOAP    AND    CANDLES. 

There  are  five  soap  and  caudle  factories.  Under  date  of  May  10, 
1808, 1  sent  a  fiill  report  on  the  production,  aaie,  and  consumption  of 
Boap.'  Fine  stearin  aud  many  tallow  candles  are  made  in  this  city. 
The  stearin  candles  are  put  up  in  1-pound  paper  packages  containing 
4,  6,  8, 12,  or  16  candles,  according  to  size,  and  are  retailed  at  40  ceu- 
tavoa,  equal  to  12.4  cent«  United  States  gold,  per  pound. 


A  large  amount  of  sole  leatber  is  made  at  the  six  tanneries  now  in 
operation.  Cue  of  these  turns  out  about  2,000  hides  per  month.  The 
hides  Aveigb  from  8  to  16  pounds  and  retell  at  about  80  centavoa  (24.8 
cents)  per  pound,  for  tanning,  the  berry  of  the  dividivi,  a  product  of 
the  country,  is  nsed. 

HBICKS   AND  TILXa. 

There  are  eight  factories.  The  bricks  are  made  of  niiground  clay, 
dried  in  the  sun  and  burnt  in  kilns.  Wood  is  used  for  fuel.  The 
ordinary eizeof  bricks  ia  5  bylO  by2  inches.  Bricka retell  at  14  pesos 
<«5.54)  per  1,000;  tiles,  at  70  pesoa  (t21.70}  per  1,000. 


There  are  about  a  dozen  shoe  factories  and  many  more  small  shops, 
each  of  which  turns  out  a  number  of  shoes  for  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren.   Machines  are  nsed  in  sewing  the  uppers,  but  all  other  work  is 
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done  by  hand.  Such  sboes  are  made  to  order  at  the  following  prices 
Men's  calf  sewed  sboes,  9  to  12  pesos,  equal  to  from  $2.79  to  C3.72 
men's  calf  pegged  shoes,  6  to  8  pesos,  equal  to  from  il.86  to  (2.48, 
men's  patent  leather  shoes,  10  to  14  pesos,  equal  to  from  $3.10  to 
{4.34;  women's  calf  sewed  shoes,  6  to  8  pesos,  equal  to  &om  CI.86  to 
$'2AS;  women's  calf  pegged  soles  shoes,  4  to  0  pesos,  equal  to  flrom 
$1.24  to  $1.86;  children's  sewed  shoes,  3  to  5  pesos,  equal  to  from 
$0.93  to  $1.65;  children's  pegged  shoes,  4  to  6  pesos,  equal  to  from 
$1.24  to  $1.86. 

The  popular  articles  of  foot  wear  for  working  people  and  seryanta  are 
tbe  native  slippers  (zapatos)  and  a  kind  of  sandal  (alpargatasj.  The 
zapatoH  are  made  of  white  canvas  or  cheap  black  velvet,  with  leather 
soles,  and  with  or  without  heels.  Most  of  these  are  made  by  the  natives 
at  their  homes,  and  are  sold  at  the  market  or  in  the  streets  at  from  60 
to  80  centavos  (18.U  to  24.8  cents).  The  sandals  come  principally  from 
the  departments  of  Antioquia  and  ToJima,  where  they  are  made  by  the 
natives.  The  material  is  hemp,  with  wool  or  cotton  toe  and  heel  pieces, 
and  they  sell  at  from  40  to  30  eeiitavos.  Neither  the  shoes  made  here 
nor  those  imported  from  other  countries  compare  in  style,  quality,  or 
Unisb  with  the  better  class  of  shoes  made  in  the  CTnited  States,  but 
such  shoes  iire  not  seen  in  this  market.  I  have  seen  some  shoes  trom 
the  United-  States,  but  they  were  of  an  ordinary  claas,  little  better  in 
appearance  than  those  imported  from  France,  Spain,  and  Oermanv.  If 
the  best  shoes  and  slippers  made  in  the  United  States  were introdnoed, 
I  am  satisfied  they  would  fiud  ready  sale  with  the  better  classes. 


It  is  in  tbe  selection  of  his  hat  that  the  native  peon,  the  workman, 
boatman,  and  muleteer  is  most  fastidious  aud  goes  to  the  greatest  ex- 
tremes. It  is  not  at  all  uncommon  to  see  a  man  wearing  a  pair  of  sapa 
tos,  or  slippers,  worth  about  15  cents  gold,  and  a  suit  of  coarse  drill, 
worth  about  62  cents  gold,  with  a  hat  worth  20  pesos,  or  $6  gold.  These 
hats  have  tall  crowns  aud  broad  rims.  They  are  made  in  the  conntry, 
of  native  grass,  aud  some  of  them  are  beautifully  plaited.  They  coBt,aB 
n  rule,  from  4  to  20  pesos,  but  I  am  told  that  some  are  worth  50  and  eveu 
100  pesos.  They  are  known  in  commerce  as  Panama  hats,  bat,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  few  if  any  hats  are  made  in  Panama,  and  toose  worn 
here  come  from  the  departments  of  Antioquia,  Oundiuamarca,  and 
Tolima.  A  cheaper  and  commoner  grade  of  plaited  grass  hats  is  also 
made  in  the  country  and  retails  at  about  3  pesos  (93  cents  gold). 


There  are  oight  distilleries  of  rum  Id  Barranquilla  alone,  and  many 
others  throughout  tbe  country.  The  rum  is  made  of  native  cane,  and 
retails  at  from  1.20  to  4  pesos  (37  cents  to  $1.24}  per  gallon,  according 
to  age. 

COFFEE   AND   HIfi£8. 

The  appended  table  of  exports  shows  the  quantities  of  these  impor- 
tant staples  sold  to  Europe  and  the  United  States.  As  the  pricee  are 
fixed  in  tbe  foreign  market,  they  need  not  be  quoted  here. 

TOBACCO   AND    CIGABS. 

A  great  quantity  of  cigars  are  made  at  Ambalema,  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Tolima,  from  native  tobacco.  These  sell  at  from  30  to  80  peBOS, 
($9.30  to  $24.80)  per  thousand.    The  form  in  which  tobaooo  is  mostly 
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need,  however,  is  the  "Calilla"  (a  kind  of  cheroot).  These  are  made 
everywhere  io  the  conutry,  from  Ainbalenia  tobacco.  Tbey  cost  from 
fiO  to  80  centavoH  (15  to  24  cents)  per  hnndred,  and  are  smoked  by  the 
women  as  well  as  by  the  men.  Women  charge  20  centavos  (6  cents)  per 
hundred  for  making  them.  Pipes  are  seldom  seen.  Little  chewing 
tobacco  is  used, 

FCENITDEE. 

A  great  deal  of  ordinary  fnmitore  is  made  here  by  native  carpenters, 
and  there  are  now  several  establishments  which  make  very  good  fdr- 
iiitare  to  order.  Large  cednr  wardrobes  cost  trom  50  to  150  pesos 
($22.46  to  $67.35),  according  to  finish.  Sideboards  and  bureans  from 
40  to  90  pesos  ($17.96  to  $40.41) ;  stands  and  tables  from  40  to  00  pesos 
($17.96  to  $40.41).  There  are  few  bedsteads  made  here.  The  native 
ctt  is  most  commonly  ascd.  These  co»t,  iuclading  canvas  cover  and 
frame  for  mosquito  net,  from  10  to  20  pesos  ($4.49  to  $S.98].  Most  im- 
ported bedsteads  are  of  iron.  These  are  supplied  with  canvas  and  have 
iron  firames  for  net;  a  fair  quality  retails  as  follows:  Tbree-qnarter 
width,  40  ))esos  ($17.96) ;  full  width,  6A  by  4  feet,  66 pesos ($25.14).  Full 
suits  of  furniture  are  seldom  imported  or  made.  Upholstered  furnitnre 
is  not  suitable  to  this  warm  climate  atid  little  is  imported;  none  is 
made  here.  Wardrobes  and  chests  are  made  of  cedar,  which  is  preferred 
to  other  woods,  for  the  reason  that  articles  kept  in  them  are  ssife  from 
the  attacks  of  the  *>  tomejen,"  an  insect  very  troublesome  in  this  climate. 
All  imported  furniture  comes  "knocked  down."  Oane  seated  chairs  are 
principally  of  Anstrian  and  Bohemian  make,  and  reach  this  market 
through  German  ports.  Tbey  are  generally  made  of  round  bent  wood, 
and  are  light  and  cool.  They  retail  as  follows:  Chairs,  60  pesos  ($18.60) 
per  dozen ;  large  rockers,  20  pesos  ($6.20)  each ;  small  rockers,  12  to  16 
pesos  ($3.72  to  $4.96)  each;  sofas,  35  to  60  pesos  ($10.86  to  $18.60)  each. 
The  only  chairs  I  have  seen  in  this  market  are  the  common  yellow  chairs 
with  cane  seats.  They  retail  at  34  pesos  ($10.54)  per  dozen.  Bockersof 
same  class  retail  at  from  16  to  18  pesos  ($4.96  to  $5,6)})  per  pair. 


Inch  boards  of  yellow  pine  and  cedar  sell  at  from  12  to  15  centavos 
(3.7  to  4,6  cents)  per  sqnare  foot. 

UMITBD   STAl-BS  AMD   OTHER  POEEIGN   GOODS. 

While  the  United  States  has  a  considerable  trade  with  this  port,  I 
am  convinced  that  the  volume  of  our  exports  might  be  largely  increased. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  of  tbe  targe  nnmbcr  of  merchants  in  this 
city,  not  one  is  American.  England,  France,  Holland,  Italy,  Spain,  Ger- 
many, and  Switzerland  are  all  well  represented;  and  many  of  tlio  large 
houses  have  business  connections  in  Kurope.  It  is  only  to  be  expected 
that  these  mercantile  houses  are  best  acquainted  with  European  goods, 
and  through  them,  the  manufacturers  in  their  respective  countries  have 
recteived  valuable  information  as  to  the  requirements  of  this  market. 
The  extended  credit  allowed  by  European  houses  is  a  great  induce- 
ment to  buyers  here,  unce  they,  in  turn,  must  sell  on  two,  four,  or  six 
months. 

With  few  exceptions,  American  goods  introduced  here  have  been 
well  received  by  the  consumer,  and  many  more  might  be  sold  were  they 
placed  before  the  public.  I  believe  that  by  the  establishment  and 
mainteDaoce  of  a  well-conducted  sample  bouse  in  this  city,  exports  from 
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tbe  United  Statea  could  be  very  largely  increased.  Catalogues  and 
price  lists,  even  when  profusely  illustrated  aud  printed  in  the  Spanish 
language,  do  not  attract  the  same  attention  as  do  the  articles  them- 
selves. I  know  of  several  instances  in  which  the  importation  of  a 
United  States  article  by  a  private  party  has  led  to  the  immediate  sale 
of  several  of  its  kind.  For  example,  a  fine  oil  range  was  recently 
imported  from  the  United  States  by  an  American  resident  in  this  city. 
Several  of  the  same  kind  have  since  been  sold  to  parties  who  saw  it, 
and  these  will  lead  to  the  sale  of  others.  Many  lines  of  American 
goods  are  wholly  unknown  to  the  consumer  here. 

European  factories  tarn  out  good»  especially  adapted  to  this  market. 
Bright- colored  cotton  and  wool  blankets  of  fancy  patterns,  attractive 
saddle  pads,  wool  and  cotton  rnanas,  good  imitations  of  old  Spanish 
brass  stirrnps,  spurs,  bits,  and  other  attractive  trappings  for  horses, 
are  imported  here. 

A  glance  at  the  table  of  imports  will  show  the  trend  of  the  trade. 

I  mention  only  a  few  of  our  articles,  which  are  seldom  if  ever  seen 
here.  Fine  shoes  and  slippers,  fine  aud  cheap  hats;  clothing,  ready- 
made  and  made  to  order  (merchants  in  this  city  take  orders  for  clothes 
to  be  made  iu  Europe,  and  it  requires  about  three  months  for  the  order 
to  be  filled);  attractive  curtains,  fringes,  and  other  trimmings;  cash 
registers,  appliances  for  conveying  money  and  change  in  retail  stores 
(I  understand  that  one  was  imported  from  the  United  States,  but  rub- 
ber elastic  was  used,  which  soon  becomes  worthless  in  this  climate), 
kodaks  aud  other  amateur  photographic  outfits,  and  handmills  for  mak- 
ing coru  meal.  Oue  of  these  was  recently  imported,  but  it  required  too 
much  power.  In  this  climate,  corn  meal  soon  becomes  unfit  for  use,  and 
VPTy  little  is  imported.  The  women  grind  the  native  corn  between 
stones,  a  most  primitive  and  tedious  method.  Other  labor-saving 
machines  and  devices  of  American  make  would  sell  here  if  known. 

A  steam  laundry  is  needed.  Atpreseut,  almost  all  washing  is  done  by 
women  at  the  river  side — the  clothes,  much  to  their  detriment,  beiug 
drnbbed  over  logs  and  stones,  or  thrashed  with  sticks.  The  washer- 
women frequently  keep  the  clothes  as  long  as  two  weeks.  In  this  warm 
climate,  many  white  and  other  wash  goods  are  worn  both  by  men  and 
women. 


Dress  goods  of  the  better  quality  should  be  in  patterns  of  the  follow- 
ing lengths:  30  inches  wide,  10  yards;  24  inches  wide,  12  yards;  20 
inch  wide,  15  yards.  Prints  should  be  in  pieces  of  30  yards  even.  One 
of  the  chief  objections  to  American  dress  goods  and  prints  is  that  tbey 
are  cut  iu  unsatisfactory  lengths.  Tbe  merchants  sell  these  goods  by 
the  piece,  and  if  the  piece  contains  a  few  yanis  or  a  fraction  of  a  yard 
over  the  average  length,  they  get  no  more  for  it.  With  a  combination 
of  lengths  in  one  case,  snob  as  that  to  which  a  merchant  called  my 
attention  to-day,  viz,  34.2  yards,  59.3  yards,  46  yards,  and  63  yards,  it 
is  out  of  the  question  to  sell  at  an  equal  price  per  piece,  aud  the  lot  is 
troublesome  to  handle.  This  same  merchant  said  to  me :  "  It  is  of  no 
use  to  make  the  request.  Your  manufacturers  will  not  cat  these  goods  in 
lengths  to  suit  this  market.  We  know  we  can  not  sell  prints  and  dress 
goods  by  the  yard,  but  your  manufacturers  seem  to  think  that  we  can," 


All  goods  for  the  interior  should  be  so  packed  as  to  prevent  their 
being  damaged,  not  only  by  the  heavy  rajns  to  which  they  are  likely  to 
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be  exposed,  bat  from  the  roagh  handling  to  which  they  will  be  enb- 
jncted.  Packages  for  tbe  interior  should  not  weigli  over  125  pounds. 
The  boxing  and  wrapping  should  be  as  light  as  possible,  but  most  at 
the  same  time  be  strong,  and  the  goods  should  be  well  provided  against 
the  many  vicissitades  to  which  they  are  likely  to  be  aabjected  ere  they 
reach  their  destination  in  the  interior  towns. 


COHMEBCE. 
Principal  import*  into  the  port  of  Barraiguilla  for  IA«  year  ended  June  XO,  1 
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Prinoipal  export*  front  tkeporl  of  Barranqvilla  for  the  year  ended  June  SO,  1808, 
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SANTA   MABTA. 


As  the  market  receives  its  principal  supplies  from  that  of  Barran- 
guilla,  direct  importations  are  light,  and  consist  mostly  of  provisions 
from  the  United  States.  During  the  year  ended  Juue  30,  189S,  tliey 
were  as  follows: 
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The  chief  article  of  export  is  the  banana,  of  which  abont  40,000 

bnnches  are  shipped  to  New  York  each  month.  Planters  i-eceive  20 

cents  gold  per  bunch  of  not  less  than  d  hands.  At  this  price,  it  is 
claimed,  they  make  a  fairly  good  profit. 

Veneli  entertd  and  cleared  at  the  port  of  SanlaMarta  during  th«  year  endedJune  SO,  I39S. 
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INDUSTBFES. 

There  are  12  rum  distilleries,  1  sugar  factory,  and  about  20  sngar 
mills.  The  harbor  is  one  of  the  finest  and  best  on  this  coast.  The  port 
regalatious  are  abont  the  same  as  those  at  Bairaiiqailla. 

RAILWAYS. 

The  Santa  Marta  Railway  connects  the  city  with  Sevilla,  a  smaU 
interior  town  about  46  milea  distant.  It  is  reported  that  the  company 
operating  this  road  will  extend  it  to  a  port  on  the  Magdalena  Biver.  1 
am  also  informed  that  the  railroad  company  has  ordered  some  small 
steamers  which  are  intended  to  ply  on  the  cailos  (lagoons)  between 
Santa  Marta  and  Barranqnilla,  a  distance  of  about  75  miles.  By  this 
means,  it  is  expected  that  the  commerce  of  Santa  Marta  will  be  greatly 
increased. 

COFFEE,  SUGAR,  AKD  CACAO  PLANTATIOMS. 

Oonsiderable  capital  has  recently  been  invested  in  such  pluutatious. 
Some  are  already  beginning  to  yield.  Four  or  five  are  owned  by  United 
States  citizens,  others  by  Englishmen  and  Germans.  The  land  is 
reported  to  be  well  adapted  to  sncb  uses,  and  has  tbe  advantage  of 
proximity  to  the  harbor.  Tbe  most  distant  of  the  present  plantations 
IS  not  over  18  miles  from  Santa  Marta.  Large  tracts  of  such  uncalti- 
vated  land  can  be  acquired  from  tbe  Government  at  about  50  cents 
per  acre.  The  temperature  varies  according  to  altitude,  and  ranges 
from  60O  to  80°  F. 

BIO  HACHA. 

Bio  Hacha,  the  capital  of  the  Province  of  Padilla,  in  the  Department 
of  Magdalena,  is  a  small  seaport,  about  90  miles  east  from  Santa  Maxta. 
It  has  a  population  of  some  5,000.  It  is  the  only  port  for  a  large  terri- 
tory, containing  60,000  inhabitants,  of  which  about  7,000  are  Indians, 
uncivilized.  Its  imports  and  exports  are  carried  almost  exclusively 
via  the  Island  of  Curasao.  About  ouc-tbird  of  the  entire  trade  is  wit^ 
the  United  States. 
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Eiporti/rom  Rio  Haoha  during  t\e  year  ended  Jvni  SO,  1S9S. 
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The  hides  and  skins  go  cliiefly  to  tbe  United  States. 

ImporU  into  Kiit  Haeka  during  year  ended  June  30,  18i 
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The  leading  articles  of  import  from  the  United  States  are  floor,  sugar, 
lard,  hatter,  provisions,  drugs,  and  cotton  goods. 

POST  BEQULATIONS  AND  CHABOE8. 

These,  with  tbe  exception  of  light-house  dues  and  charges  for  water, 
are  about  tbe  same  as  at  Barranqnilla. 

LIOHX-HOUBB  UUB8. 

For  vesBels  of  100  tens  or  less,  5  centavos  ( 1.55  cents)  per  ton,  and  for 
each  additional  ton  2^  centavos.  Vessels  taking  water  i'roin  river  pay 
4  to  6  pesos,  according  to  size.  During  thu  year  ended  June  30,  18!)H, 
164  small  sailing  vessels,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  7,5(>1  tens,  entered 
the  port. 

The  nationality  of  these  vesaels  was  as  follows : 


^d  by  Google 


COMMEECIAL  RELATIONS. 


IHDUSTBIBS. 


There  are  no  maoafacturos.  The  people  are  principally  ocenpied  in 
stock  raising  and  agricultural  parsaits,  tbe  latter  being  conducted  in  a 
most  rudimentary  manner. 

TEANHPORTATIOS. 

There  are  no  railways.  Roads  leading  to  the  interior  are  in  very  bad 
condition.  In  fact,  they  can  hardly  be  termed  roads.  Mnles  and  burroa 
are  used  for  transportation,  which  is  both  diflScuIt  and  expensive. 

Schooners  and  other  small  sailing  vessels  ply  between  this  port  and 
Cnra9ao  and  Santa  Marta.  For  the  trade  with  the  coast,  small  lighters 
are  used. 

OOMMEEOB  OF   RIO  HACHA. 

Being  the  principal  seaport  of  the  province  and  in  tact  of  the  Go^ira 
Peninsula,  thecommerce  is  of  considerable  importance.  A  large  section 
is  inhabited  and  controlled  by  the  Goiyira  Indians,  who,  while  they  stub- 
bornly resist  any  encroachment  on  their  territory  by  settlers,  neverthe- 
less do  considerable  trading  at  Bio  Hacha  and  nearby  points. 

Bio  Hacha  merchants  have  agents  in  and  commercial  relations  with 
Europe  and  the  United  States,  but  in  the  absence  of  direct  communi- 
cation they  are  compelled  to  employ  commission  men  in  Curasao,  vho 
receive  and  forward  merchandise  from  and  to  Bio  Hacha.  This,  together 
with  the  expense  of  transshipment  at  Curasao,  greatly  increases  the 
cost  of  goods.  Direct  communication  with  the  CTnited  States  would  be 
a  vast  benefit  to  this  port.  I  am  informed  by  the  United  States  con- 
sular agent  there  that  many  lines  of  oar  goods  are  wholly  unknown  in 
Bio  Hacha,  and  tbe  agent  sng^sts  that  the  trade  with  the  United 
States  coald  be  largely  increased  if  samples  of  onr  goods,  accompanied 
with  full  particulars  as  to  price,  were  placed  with  merchants.  The 
agent  writes  me  that  several  articles  of  American  manufacture  are  sold 
there  as  English,  French,  and  German  products. 

W.  IBVIK  Shaw,  Consul. 

Barbanquilla,  January  30, 1899. 


BOGOTA." 

Desiring  to  make  as  full  and  satisfoctory  a  report  as  possible  on  the 
commerce  and  industries  of  this  consular  district  for  the  year  1897  and 
the  first  half  of  1898, 1  have  made  diligent  search  for  official  statistics, 
which,  I  regret  to  say,  are  not  obtainable.  Itmay  be  said  to  be  impos- 
sible to  procare  at  this  national  capital  returns  giving  anything  like  a 
satisfactory  idea  of  commerce  and  indnstries.  The  Kational  Govern- 
ment has  recently  sought  to  revive  a  bureau  or  office  of  statistics,  but 
it  yet  remains  to  be  seen  what  ground  will  be  covered  in  this  way,  and 
how  useful  this  work  may  prove  in  furnishing  sach  information  as  the 
Department  requires.  In  the  matter  of  exports  and  imports  the  oon- 
sals  on  the  coast,  being  in  direct  toncb  with  the  custom-houses,  can 
give  detailed  information  that  I  have  been  unable  to  secure  here. 

From  unofficial  sources  and  from  that  which  is  obvions  to  any  observer, 


'  Id  reply  to  circnlmr  of  August  6. 

■       ri-„odi,Go(5glc 


SOUTH    AMERICA:    COLOMBIA.  897 

it  may  be  said  that  tbe  trade  not  only  in  this  oonaalar  district  bat  of 
the  whole  coantry  has  beon  unasaally  flat  for  tbe  first  half  of  the  present 
year.  Very  much  of  this  is  attribated  to  the  nneaBinees  resnltiDg  from 
a  Presidential  election,  fh>m  a  change  of  Datioiial  administration,  and 
from  apprehension  of  internal  diatnrbance.  The  apprehension  has  to 
a  considerable  extent  passed  away,  and  yet  it  can  not  be  said  that 
general  trade  bus  begun  lo  revive.  The  Goremment  has  fonnd  itself 
bard  pressed  for  money,  and  many  of  its  employees  and  contractors 
have  gone  an  paid,  and  this  in  itself  has  operated  nnfavorably  on  trade 
conditions.  A  diminished  coffee  crop,  with  high  freights  and  low  prices, 
has  contributed  to  produce  tbe  present  situation. 

Careful  inquiry  points  to  the  enconraging  fact  that  United  States 
mannt^tures  have  perhaps  suffered  less  than  those  of  other  countries 
in  this  market.  This  is  attributed  to  the  acknowledged  merit  of  tbe 
American  products  which  have  gained  a  foothold  here.  In  tbe  matter 
of  boots  and  shoes,  a  line  in  which  the  excellence  of  onr  products  is 
admitted,  a  wider  market  should  be  had,  and  probably  could  be  had, 
by  giving  more  heed  to  Colombian  taefe  in  this  regard.  Certain  styles 
are  preferred,  and  others,  though  more  acceptable  in  the  United  States, 
are  not  so  readily  received.  It  is  admitted  that  American  cotton  &brioB 
stand  at  the  head,  but  as  an  offset,  dealers  say  that  fabrics  of  less  merit 
but  of  lower  price  sell  bett«r.  There  should  be  a  good  opening  here  for 
the  cheap  and  modem  grades  of  American  furniture,  since  the  domestio 
article,  although  substantial,  is  produced  by  rather  primitive  methods, 
and,  as  a  rule,  a  variety  of  styles  is  lacking.  Matenal  for  ftimiture  is 
brought  irom  a  distance,  carrying  being  done  on  the  backs  of  natives 
or  males.  Tbe  finishing  is  almost  always  done  by  hand,  machinny 
being  ve>y  little  used.  1  believe  that  simple  and  labor-saving  machinery 
would  find  a  ready  market  here.  American  silver-plated  ware  is  admit- 
ted to  be  the  best  that  comes  to  this  market,  but  there  are  European 
products  in  this  line  that  sell  at  lower  prices. 

As  a  rule,  United  States  machinery  is  preferred,  when  our  manufao- 
tnrera  can  be  induced  to  bear  in  mind  tbe  hard  M  ansportation  condi- 
tions and  consent  to  construct  their  machinery  accordingly.  This 
relates  especially  to  machinery  for  coffee  or  sugar  plantations.  Ameri- 
can ranges  (st«el),  with  economy  of  detail,  and  manufactured  with  a 
view  to  close  and  safe  packing,  have  found  ready  sale. 

It  should  be  noted  that  some  manufacturers  have  been  willing  to  take 
advice  from  those  that  know  what  is  necessary,  and  are  sending  their 
goods  packed  as  well  as  those  from  Europe. 

Tbe  matter  of  credits  is  always  of  deep  interest.  European  honses 
give  six  and  twelve  months'  credit,  and  some  of  them  extend  this  to 
eighteen  months,  charging  interest  on  tbe  sales.  When  one  considers 
tbat  the  time  required  to  ship  goods  is  from  six  to  twelve  months,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  that  merchants  complain  thatAmerican  booses  give 
too  short  credits,  for  It  sometimes  happens  that  the  time  for  payment 
expires  some  months  before  they  receive  the  goods. 

An  American  bank  here,  lamiliar  with  commercial  and  financial  con- 
ditions, and  strong  enough  to  command  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
would  be  a  great  aid  in  advancing  our  commercial  interests  along  the 
whole  line. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  monetary  systeni.  except  that  a  great 
deal  of  subsidiary  currency  has  been  called  in  and  silver  issued  in  its 
stead.  The  fluctuations  in  foreign  exchange  have  been  more  marked 
than  osaal,  but  with  a  quieting  of  political  conditions,  there  is  likely  to 
be  more  stability  in  this  regard. 

0  It — TOL  1 57  c^  I 
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A  Uaitej  States  corporatioD,  known  &s  the  Colombian  Traction  and 
Exproas  Company,  has  brought  iuto  this  country  a  traction  engine 
and  train  of  cars,  with  a  view  to  operating  this  ayBtem  between  Bogota 
and  the  Magdalena  Biver.  The  express  buaineas  has  been  inaogniated 
in  Bogota,  and  the  contrast  of  the  magnificent  horses  and  the  neatiy 
painted  wagons  with  the  cambersome  and  easy-going  ox  teams  is  not 
only  marked,  but  is  a  revelation  to  the  Colombians. 

There  are  only  one  or  two  manu&utories  of  cotton  textiles  in  this 
ooniitry.  These  are  as  yet  of  little  importance,  and  do  not  compete  with 
foreign  imports  to  any  great  extent,  as  the  prices  for  their  very  ordinary 
products  are  comparatively  high.  Whites,  grays,  prints,  and  indigo 
prints  are  imported  principally  fin>m  Manchester,  and  are  convenienuy 
bought  in  pieces  of  the  following  lengths:  Whites,  24  yards;  grays,  18 
yards;  prints,  30  yards. 

The  trade  of  the  United  States  in  this  line  suffers  much  from  the  foot 
that  exporters  will  not  send  the  pieces  made  np  into  the  above  nnifbrm 
lengths. 

The  measures  required  by  the  coarser  of  these  goods  are  appcozi- 
mataly  as  follows: 
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The  number  of  picks  to  (he  inch,  the  width,  and  the  weight  increase 
with  the  quality  of  the  texture,  but  the  heavy  weight  of  the  coarser 
sorts  is  accounted  for  by  the  amount  of  finish  put  in  by  the  mannfac- 
tarers.  American  imports  are  of  much  better  qoality,  without  finish. 
A  very  poor  cloth  with  the  required  finish  finds  a  good  market. 
JiJSEB  O.  UoNallt, 

Ootuul-OetteroL 
Bogota,  October  25, 1898. 


CARTAGBNA.1 

Official  figures  as  to  an  increase  or  decrease  in  exports  and  imports 
of  this  city  can  not  be  obtained,  and  I  can  state  only  the  salient  facte 
as  to  commercial  and  industrial  conditioDS. 

Exporli  of  nisroiandl«e  /rom  Cartagtita  In  the  jiaar  1898. 
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.  Cartageiui  in  Me  Jlril  air  moittk*  of  the  year  1898. 
JANUART. 
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Ei^porU  af  nuroKandiMt  from  Carlageiut  <m  tkt  fint  tJz  nM*U«  of  O*  ywtr  189S—Ctat.VA. 
APSU,. 
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ODSBENOT. 

The  rate  of  ezcbang*  is  based  od  American  gold.  During  tbe  last 
six  months  the  rate  increased  to  9325  carrency  for  $100  American  gold, 
bat  in  this  month,  on  account  of  the  changes  in  gorernment,  it  has 
decreased  to  $305  for  tlOO  American  gold. 

The  actual  amonnt  of  currency  in  circulation  is  estimated  at 
$100,000,000.  This  sum  is  not  sufficient  for  the  commercial  needs  of 
the  nation. 
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0UBT0H8  DUTIES  AND  BEQCLATIONB. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  castoms  duties  were  increased  20 
per  cent,  aa  follows : 

First  class  of  the  tariff  (groKS  weight),  firee ;  second  to  thirteenth  class, 
20  per  cent  increase  on  liquidation  (law  160,  of  1896);  fourteenth  and  flf- 
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teenth  classes,  50  per  cent  increase  on  liqnidation;  sixteenth  class,  93 
($1^66)  per  kilogram,  pins  the  former  25  per  cent;  special  for  tobaeco 
leaf  and  ping,  92  (90.844)  per  kilogram,  pins  60  per  cent. 

American  products  are  not  especially  affected  by  taxes  or  octroi 
doties,  excepting  the  general  tax  of  94  (91.68)  a  ton  ehuged  for  ascent 
of  the  Magdalena  Kirer,  and  91.60  (90.676)  a  t«a  for  descent. 

nCPOBTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

The  Department  of  Bolivar  consumed  the  following  American  goods 
in  the  first  six  months  of  1898: 


Q^aty 

Wdght. 

7;  TBS 
10,418 
10,  DU 

PxwuU. 

u« 

' 

The  importation  of  American  leaf  and  ping  tobacco  has  decreased, 
00  account  of  tbe  high  customs  duties.  Messrs.  Merlano  &  Co.  of  this 
city  have  established  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  tbe  latter  article, 
vhich  they  prepare  mainly  with  domestic  leaf.  Although  imperfect  as 
yet,  the  proiduct  finds  a  ready  market  and  is  exported  to  Colon  and 
Panama. 


Beflued  sagar  is  all  imported  ttoto  Germany.  Baw  sngar  is  pro- 
duced iu  the  country  in  small  quantity  and  of  inferior  quality.  Small 
wooden  mills  are  generally  employed  for  grinding  tbe  cane.  If  iron 
mills,  to  be  worked  by  animal  power,  were  sent  from  tbe  United  States, 
they  would  probably  find  willing  purchasers. 

There  are  two  manufactories  of  caudles,  Messrs.  Merlano  &  Go.  and 
Lequerica  Brothers.  The  stearic  acid  employed  is  imported  from 
Germany. 

Messrs.  Merlano  &  Co.  possess  a  factory  for  spinning  and  weaving 
cotton  and  linen  goods.  The  flax  is  imported  and  the  cotton  (of  first 
class)  is  grown  in  the  country.  This  factory  prodnces  16,000  to  20,000 
yards  a  week  of  course  cloths  of  fair  quality,  but  onattractive  finish. 
The  machinery  is  imported  from  England  and  the  cotton  seed  is 
exported  to  that  country.  Leaf  tobacco  is  exported  to  Germany,  aud 
coffee  to  Europe  and  the  United  States, 


Freights  ih>m  tbe  United  States  to  this  conntiT  are  higher  than  those 
ftom  mrope,  owing  to  tbe  fact  that  there  is  only  one  line  of  steamers 
from  New  York — ^e  Atlas — touching  at  Kingston,  Bairanqoilla,  and 
Cartagena. 

COMU£BCIAL  LICBNSBa  AKD  OBBDITS. 

Business  in  entirely  free  in  all  the  t«rritory  of  the  Bepublic.  So  pass- 
ports are  rec|uired.  Foreigners  and  natives  enjoy  the  same  privil^^  in 
this  respect 
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ParoIiaBeB  from  Europe  are  on  the  baeis  of  three,  six,  and  nine 
months'  credit,  vith  6  per  cent  iatereat  a  year.  Agreements  are  gen- 
erally fdlfllled  with  ezaotnees.  With  the  United  States,  three  months' 
credit  is  given. 

The  province  of  Antioqaia  bays,  sending  gold  and  silver  ore  in 
advance,  and  sells  tiie  same  goods  to  its  onstomera  on  eighteen  mouths' 
credit. 

OENEBAI,  BEHASKB. 

Americans  shonld  control  the  market  in  cotton  domestics  and  prints, 
hardware,  and  food  stnffs.  The  failure  to  do  so  in  the  past  is  largely  due 
to  the  QDwitlingnesB  of  our  manufacturers  tc  comply  with  what  seem 
to  them  the  petty  demands  of  the  trade  here.  On  acconnt  of  qualities 
and  prices,  Uuited  States  prints  and  all  cotton  goods  would  be  pre- 
ferr^  if  the  local  demands  were  complied  with,  even  leaving  ont  the 
question  of  credits. 

Bhelf  hardware,  perhaps,  could  not  compete  with  the  cheaper  quali- 
ties from  Germany,  since  the  trade  is  not  educated  up  to  the  American 
standard.  Appearance  determines  the  selling  value  as  well  as  the 
quality. 

In  the  matter  of  food  stuffs,  the  more  common  or  necessary  prodacts 
are  already  brought  trom  tbe  United  States,  bat  canned  and  bottled 
goods  oR'&e  a  good  opening. 

Almost  all  the  tools  and  machinery  in  tbe  country  conld  be  improved, 
with  immense  benefit  to  the  industries  here,  but  these  indnstries,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  are  Dot  in  a  financial  position  to  employ  any  but  the 
commonest  articles. 

TSAnSPOBTl.TIOI«  PAOILITIBS. 

The  Oartagena  Bailroad  belongs  to  an  American  company,  with  priv- 
ileges irom  tbe  Oovernmeut.  This  company  has  bought  the  fleet  of 
river  steamers  and  haB  improved  and  augmented  tlieir  number.  It 
gives  bills  of  lading  from  Honda  (np  tbe  river)  to  Europe,  the  United 
States,  and  vice  versa.    This  enterprise  has  a  great  future  before  it 

Three  steamers  run  on  the  Atrato  and  3in(i  rivers. 

Bailroads  run  through  l^e  departments  as  follows: 

MUm. 
AntloqiUK,  Puerto  Borrio  to  CMaoolI 36 

Bairanqnllla  to  Fto.  Colombia 27.97 

Cartagena  to  Caloinar 66.48 

Cknca,  Bnenaventora  to  Cali. .. 24.85 

Ciiitdinainaroa: 

Bogota  to  FacAtatlvtf 24.86 

Bogota  to  Zipaquirtf 37.28 

Bogota  to  Socha 6.84 

Girardot  to  JnntBB  de  Apolo 24.85 

Mkgdaleno,  Sta.  Marta  to  Sevilla  eiver 41.63 

Panama,  PaaamS  to  Colon  . 48.47 

Santander: 

CncQta  to  Pnerto  Villamlzar 34.17 

8an  JoMde  CncDta  to  Tftobin 9.94 

Folima ; 

Amncaplnmae  to  La  Maria 31.12 

Puerto  Comaoho  to  KspioeJ 7.45 

Total 411.88 
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CABLE  BATES. 

Since  October  21, 1898,  the  Baeaaventara  cable  station  has  fixed  the 
following  rates  per  vord : 

[Plu  ao  per  Buit.) 


T.. 

eBtnaej. 

trulM  BtalM 

1.87 

s.n 

3.N 

Oabtaoeka,  O0fo&er  ^1,  iSdS. 


Rafael  Madbioal,  OotmwL 


COLON.' 

It  will  be  Been  at  a  glance,  by  the  tabulated  statemeots  forwarded 
herewith,  that  the  United  States  heads  the  list,  both  in  importation 
and  exportation,  the  Bommarized  fignres  being  as  follows: 

Imporlatiomfor  half  j/tar  «)tJJa;  ./him  SO,  1898. 

From  United  States: 

Paokagea  (4Z,eM) *146,332 

Lumber  (62,676  paokagea) 9^733 

Cosl  (6,6M  tonaj 11,000 

Total 166,96* 

Ftom  England : 

Pftokagea  (18,237) 7i,«31 

WoodTl3,97i  pieces) 10^348 

Coal  (9,133  tans) 1,68S 

Total 86,810 

From  Frsnoe: 

Packages  (11,068) 83,629 

Wood  (6,846  pieces) 8B0 

Total 8S,S7B 

From  Oermany,  15,648  packages 61,431 

Prom  Italy,  3,K1  packages 1B,326 

The  items  imported  from  the  United  States  in  qaantitiea  important 
enough  to  compete  with  similar  articles  brought  here  ftam  England, 
France,  etc.,  are  ironware,  provisions,  and  dry  goods. 

The  exportation  for  half  year  ending  June  3(1, 1898,  was:  To  United 
States,  $109,997,  principally  bananas,  ivory,  unts,  and  cocoanata;  to 
England,  $28,594,  chiefly  tnrtle  shells  and  sarsaparilla;  to  France, 
93,566,  mostly  mahogany.  It  is  needless  to  mention  that  most  of  the 
exportation  to  the  United  States  ia  effected  by  means  of  American 
'cottoms. 


■  In  reply  to  circular  of  Angust  S. 
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Articles  exported  are  entirelf  free  of  duty,  bat  there  is  an  import 
duty  of  10  per  cent  on  all  kiudB  of  goods  that  enter  this  port.  This 
MUDB  duty  will  be  increased  half  aa  mach  again  after  January  1, 1899, 

AlthonglitliensnalcnrreDcyiaall  parte  of  ttiiBBepablicispaper,  the 
department  of  Panamaenjoys  an  exemption  from  the  Rystem,  legal  tender 
here  being  silver  coin  of  0,835  fineness,  the  equivalent  of  about  40  cents 
United  Btetes  money.  The  actual  exchange  is  at  the  rate  of  1.60  per 
cent,  say  12.50  Colombian  cnrrency  for  $1  United  States  gold.  This 
excessively  high  rate  has  been  steadily  maintained  by  the  commercial 
houses  that  carry  on  a  banking  business  both  here  and  in  Panama, 
there  being  no  established  bank,  Govemmentor  other,  to  fix  a  reason- 
able rate. 

The  amount  of  the  public  national  debt  is  computed  at  (11,600,000, 
while  that  of  the  department  is  about  (500,000,  Oolombian  silver. 

There  is  a  tax  on  bnildings,  cattle,  etc.,  of  i  per  mil  and  a  poll  tax, 
termed  subsidiary  personal  contribution,  of  from  $1.20  to  $6 ;  the  laborer 
pays  (1.20  to  (2,  the  clerk  t^,  and  the  merchant  or  head  of  a  concern, 
(6.  The  proceeds  are  intended  to  be  expended  fbr  the  repairs  and  the 
extension  of  the  public  thoron^hfares. 

The  principal  streets  are  lighted  by  kerosene  lamps,  but  the  Govera- 
ment  has  lately  entered  into  a  contract  for  securing  the  use  of  electric 
lijfht  for  the  purpose.  This  measure,  coupled  with  the  paving  of  cer- 
tain parte  of  the  town,  and  a  good  sewerage  system,  both  of  which  are 
entirely  lacking  (with  the  exception  of  what  has  been  done  in  that  direc- 
tion by  t^e  Panama  Itailroad  Company  and  the  Canal  Company),  would 
certainly  render  Colon  a  far  healthier  town,  besides  facilitating  traffic 
and  general  circulation. 

Good  sewerage  would  carry  off  the  saperfloous  water  that  now  col- 
lects and  Bwamps  the  land,  destroying  the  continual  efforts  to  keep  the 
streets  in  repair. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  in  a  place  where  there  is  snch  heavy  and  at 
times  oontitmons  rainfall,  the  water  supply  is  exhau8t«d  almost  within 
a  month  after  the  cessation  of  rains.  It  is  confined  to  what  is  caught 
in  tanks  around  honses,  or  what  may  be  brought  to  Oolon  &om  the 
Frijoles  Biver  by  the  Panama  Railroad  Company. 

The  only  manufacturing  indnstries  here  are  the  aerated-water  ^ctory 
of  the  late  h.  W.  Hafeman,  now  continued  by  his  widow,  and  the  liquor 
distUleif  of  Mr.  Chemisard,  a  Colombian. 

It  has  not  been  possible  for  me  to  incorporate  in  this  present  report 
any  information  regarding  Bocas  Del  Toro,  as  I  have  been  unable  to 
procure  it  on  acconnt  of  the  illness  of  the  consular  agent  at  that  post; 
bat  I  trust  to  be  in  a  ^sition  to  do  so  when  next  I  send  a  report. 

W.  W.  OOBBS,  OotwkJ. 

Oolon,  Oetober  34, 1898. 


Imperti  into  Colon/or  iktfirit  «te  monllu  of  1898. 
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PANAJLi.' 

The  markets  of  the  United  States  receive  tbe  greater  part  of  tbe 
exports  Irom  Panama,  which  consist  of  the  natural  products  of  tbe  coon- 
trf — hides,  deerskins,  mother-of-pearl  shells,  and  Ivor;  nats.  England 
and  Germany  also  get  some  of  tbe  exports,  as  wUl  be  shown  by  tbe 
fignres  in  tbe  statement  below,  which  is  the  snm  total  of  exports  to 
tbe  countries  uamed  for  tbe  first  six  months  of  this  year. 

United  states »U»,817.96 

England 60,270.06 

Qerman7 18,630.20 

The  chief  imports  of  Panama  comprise  all  kinds  of  dress  goods, 
such  as  shoes,  hats,  nuderclothes,  woolen  goods,  ctittoa  goods,  linen 
goods;  hardware:  provisions  of  all  kinds;  drugs;  perfumes;  and  all 
kinds  of  housebold  articles. 

I  have  been  unable  to  get  tbe  exact  amount  of  imports  for  tbe  first 
half  of  this  year,  but  whatever  hold  tbe  United  States  has  on  this  mar- 
ket can  be  greatly  improved  in  several  ways.  At  present,  tbe  bulk  of 
the  imports  comes  from  European  countries,  and  especially  is  this  tme 
of  shoes,  bats,  canned  goods,  and  clothing.  American  goods,  especially 
in  these  articles,  are  very  popular  here,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  United 
States  can  easily  control  this  trade;  but  our  manufacturers  mast  first 
learn  to  pack  their  goods  for  export  shipments  and  rough  handling. 
Since  the  Department  has  mentioned  this  subject  in  the  circular  reqaest- 
iug  this  report,  I  will  try  and  give  some  idea  of  the  goods  coming  to 
and  passing  through  this  port,  that  are  packed  by  factories  in  the  United 
States.  In  the  first  place,  the  cover  is  almost  always  of  a  frail  nature 
and  not  able  to  stand  the  handling.  It  is  often  the  case  that  goods  weigh- 
ing from  8U0  to  1,000  pounds  are  packed  in  boxes  of  1-inch  boards,  and 
many  times,  in  boxes  of  a  much  trailer  nature;  theu  it  also  often  hap- 
pens that  goods  in  smaller  and  better-made  boxes  are  so  packed  that 
they  have  a  large  amonnt  of  play  and  shifting  room,  and  the  naturtd 
result  is  great  bieaknge  and  damage.  To  remedy  this,  United  States 
firms  mnstfirst  realize  the  amount  of  handling  the  goods  are  snbject  to, 
and  pack  them  to  stand  this,  and  not  as  if  they  were  to  be  placed  on 
box  fars  at  the  factory  and  not  moved  until  they  reached  their  ultimate 
destination. 

It  is  true  that  the  merchants  of  this  country  calculate  on  a  greater 
loss  from  poorly  packed  goods  shipped  from  the  United  States  tiiua 
from  any  other  country,  and  figure  on  their  profits  accordingly. 

Better  packing  would  not  only  mean  a  great  decrease  in  damage,  bat 
also  in  freight  rates,  in  that  the  goods  would  occapy  less  space. 

>  In  reply  to  drcnlur  of  An][iiat  B.  ,^  . 
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The  rate  U  conBtantly  changiDf;,  as  compared  to  American  gold,  and 
althoagh  it  is  ap  one  day  and  down  the  next,  the  tendency  has  been 
tovard  the  depreciatioQ  of  Colombian  money.  The  rate  of  exchange 
at  the  present  time  ia  150  per  cent,  while  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
it  was  aboat  130  per  cent. 

TBANBPOKTATION  TO  AND  FSOU  PANAUA. 

It  is  veil  known  that  the  Panama  Bailroad  mns  &om  Panama  to 
Colon,  and  is  a  great  highway  for  the  cargo  &om  Europe  and  New 
York*  to  the  western  coast  of  Bonth  America,  and  vice  versa.  There  is 
a  line  of  American  steamships  from  8aa  Francisco  to  Panama  and  two 
lines  from  Panama  south  to  Valparaiso.  On  the  Colon  side,  there  is  an 
Amerioan  Uneftom  New  Tork,  and  lines  rmmiug  to  all  parts  of  Earope. 

CUSTOM  DUTIES  AND  WHAEFAGK  DDEB. 

At  present,  the  customs  charge  on  all  goods  is  10  per  cent.  I  am 
told  that  from  January  1,1899,  this  will  be  15  per  cent;  but  tlus  is  not 
anthentic,  and  I  am  not  snre  that  it  is  correct. 

There  are  no  wharfage  dues  here.  As  has  been  reported  before  from 
this  coDBulate,  there  is  under  construction  a  wharf  here  that  will  per- 
mit the  vessels  to  lie  alongside  (at  present  they  are  compelled  to  anchor 
in  open  bay),  and  it  is  now  near  its  completion.  It  is  at  the  proposed 
mouth  of  tlie  Panama  Canal,  and  this  conBolate  will  forwaa^  a  detaQed 
report  when  it  is  in  working  order. 

Feancis  a.  Gttogbr, 

Vice-  Consul-  OeneraL 

Panama,  October  11, 1898. 
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ECUADOR.' 

StatiBtica  as  to  tbe  foroifD  commerce  of  Eenador  for  the  year  ending 
December  31, 1897,  are  taken  direct  from  tbe  official  lecorda  of  the 
cnstom  house  and  are  tabulated  in  incloBure  herewith. 

I  regret  that  it  is  not  possible  to  make  any  comparison  of  these  sta- 
tastica  with  those  of  the  years  immediately  preceding  1897.  On  the  5th 
of  October,  1896,  $3  blocks  of  Gaayaquil,  inclnding  1,130  honses  in  the 
best  part  of  the  city,  were  destroyed  by  fire.  The  loss  is  officially 
reported  to  have  been  $26,645,000  silver  (about  $16,000,000  gold.)  AU 
tbe  records  of  the  castom-honse  since  1891  were  lost,  also  all  the  records 
of  this  consulate. 

The  foreign  commerce  of  Ecuador  for  the  six  months  ending  Jnne  30, 
1S98,  is  compiled  from  official  sources  by  the  Iterista  Gomeroial,  of  this 
city.  Tlieprincipalfeatureof  thisyearisin  the  exports  of  sugar,  which 
have  greatly  increased  the  commerce  of  this  country  with  Chile.  This 
was  rendered  possible  by  a  strong  protective  tariB'  policy,  and  an  effica- 
eioos  combine  between  the  various  producers  of  cane  sugar. 

A  careful  survey  of  the  cnstom-hoase  statistics,  as  well  as  familiarity 
with  the  local  conditions  of  trade  iu  Ecuador,  show  that  the  United 
States  figures  only  in  a  passive  sense  in  the  foreign  commerce  of  this 
country.  In  certain  lines,  in  which  the  United  states  is  manifestly 
beyond  the  pale  of  intemational  competition,  the  Ecuadorian  consumer 
has  sought  onr  market;  for  that  reason  kerosene,  lard,  lumber,  flour, 
and  the  bnlkier  staples  of  commerce  are  imported  &om  tbe  United 
States  in  large  quantities.  This  trade  originated  and  has  continued 
from  year  to  year  without  having  cost  American  merchants  any  con- 
siderable exertion. 

Several  million  dollars'  worth  of  trade  are  annually  lost  to  tbe  United 
States  because  our  merchants  will  not  emulate  the  common-seuse 
Bnglish  and  continental  methods  of  reaching  out  for  a  valuable  foreign 
market,  especially  in  those  lines  of  maunfactnres  in  which  the  American 
excels,  but  in  tbe  export  of  which  energy  and  enterprise  are  imperatively 
required. 

That  American  mercantile  interests  are  so  deplorably  behind  in  this 
country  may  not  have  been  well  understood,  but  perhaps  the  table  here- 
with inclosed  will  prove  the  truth  of  my  assertions.  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  seventeen  specified  articles  included  in  this  table  represent 
Dearly  $4,500,000,  or  one- third  of  the  non-American  trade  of  this  couBtry, 
and  that  from  the  character  of  the  articles,  there  is  no  reason  why  tbe 
American  figures  should  not  be  considerably  more  than  the  (37,000 
represented. 


■  In  reply  to  circular  of  Angoat  6. 
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This  table  ia  only  a  partial  liat;  it  is  thought  expedient  to  avait  the 

EoblicatioQ  of  the  first  atatisticsl  report  of  the  Kcuadorian  custom- 
0QB6,  vhich  IB  expected  shortly.  This  eives  all  data  ia  minate  detaiL 
The  figares,  however,  will  demonstrate  that  a  valaable  field  exists  in 
this  conntay  for  the  immediate  introduction  of  a  larf^e  number  of  United 
States  articlea,  without  fear  of  exciting  an  unduly  sharp  competition. 

Oommercial  travelers  who  visit  this  country  express  the  opiniou  that 
the  oommercial  credit  of  Ecuador  is,  ^nerally  speaking,  in  admirable 
condition ;  the  banks  and  the  principal  mercantile  bouses  are  as  sound 
and  conservative  as  any  in  the  world;  economic  conditions  here  are 
such  that  there  is  no  danger  of  financial  panics  and  crises.  In  fact, 
there  is  an  extraordinary  assurance  of  stability  and  prosperity  in  the 
firm  and  advancing  price  of  cocoa,  the  chief  export  staple,  and  the 
prospects  of  soon  developing  rich  mineral  and  agricultural  lands  by 
means  of  railway  facilities. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  American  merchants  wish  to  exploit  these 
advantages,  they  mnst  follow  the  advice  that  for  many  years  has  been 
ottered  them  by  such  institutions  as  the  Bureau  of  American  Uepab- 
lies,  the  Philadelphia  Museum,  etc.  This  advice  may  be  summed  up 
in  a  few  words:  Send  expert  commercial  representatives  here  to  study 
the  requirements  and  conditions  of  trade.  The  exhibit  of  samples, 
energy,  perseverance,  and  acquiescence  in  the  reasonable  demands  of 
'  local  merchants,  can  only  result  in  success.  This  is  the  only  manner  in 
which  the  simple  yet  exacting  tastes  of  these  people  can  be  correctly 
ascertained.  The  patterns  of  goods  designed  for  sale  in  Ecuador  do 
not  vary  much  from  year  to  year,  bat  when  they  do,  I  am  assured  by 
local  travelers,  there  is  considerable  profit  to  be  made  in  the  novelty. 

As  to  trade  advertisements  and  catalogues  (always  in  Spanish,  of 
course),  they  may  be  a  useful  supplement,  but  their  value  is  lul  in  com- 
parison with  that  of  a  good,  active  agent. 

OTJRRENOT. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  exchange  has  been  maintained  at  a 
fixed  rate,  and  considerably  in  favor  of  silver.  The  sncre,  theetandard 
silver  coin  of  the  country  (0.782  ounce),  was  valued  by  the  United  States 
Treasury  July  1,  1898,  at  11.8  cents  gold.  By  special  arrangement 
among  tue  banks  and  business  men  of  Guayaquil,  exchange  has  been 
kept  at  48  cents.  The  task  of  thus  bolstering  up  a  flctitious  value 
was  not  unattended  by  difficulties,  and  drafts  on  Sew  York  or  London 
were  generally  very  difficult  to  obtain. 

The  natural  level  of  exchange  is  £100  at  11,360.80 ;  the  artaflcial  rate, 
£100  at  $1,000,  The  latter  rate,  however,  isexpeeted  to  become  natural 
and  permanent,  provided  that  the  project  now  before  Congress,  for 
placing  the  currency  on  a  gold  basis,  becomes  law.  (According  to  tele- 
graphic reports  to-day  Congress  has  passed  the  measure,  the  gold  coin 
adopted  to  contain  7.3224  grams  gold,  or  weighing  8.136  grams  of  906 
fine,  equaling  tlO  silver.)' 

The  details  of  this  project  have  been  prepared  by  bankers  and  mer- 
chants of  great  ability,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  once  in  force,  it  w>;i 
be  a  complete  success  and  a  guaranty  against  any  ftarther  fluctuations 
in  the  national  currency. 

The  gold  basis  is  the  only  desideratum  in  the  currency  here,  as  otiier- 
wise  it  is  very  stable,  and  will  probably  never  be  the  cause  of  any 
general  oommercial  disorder. 

'  8«a  AdvoncB  Sheets  Ko.  385,  March  38, 1899. 
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It  is  very  maoh  to  be  hoped  that  the  AmerioaD  syndicate,  vhich,  since 
Jane,  1897,  has  held  a  Oovernmetit  coucessioD,  will  promptly  begin  and 
complete  the  40U  miles  of  railway  oeceseary  to  properly  develop  the 
interior  of  this  conutry.  Accordintr  to  cablegrams  of  recent  date,  they 
are  aboat  to  begin  this  important  work.' 

The  interior  is  a  plateau  of  aboat  20,000  sqaare  mites  u«a,  having  a 
mean  elevation  of  8,000  feet  above  sea  level,  walled  in  by  two  lofty 
parallel  Cordilleras,  a  portion  of  the  Andes,  which  extend  Arom  the 
northern  to  the  southern  limits  of  Ecuador.  The  climato  and  products 
ore  those  of  the  temperate  zone,  and  the  million  of  inhabitants  that 
live  there  are  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  the  rest  of  the  world 
on  account  of  primitive  transportation  facilities.  So  varied  and  rich 
are  the  nataral  resonrces  of  this  hi  th<!rto  isolated  district,  according  to 
Bamboldt,  Boassinganlt,  and  a  host  of  modem  anthorities,  that  there 
is  a  certainty  that,  the  proposed  railway  once  built,  Ecuador  will 
develop  surprisingly  in  commercial  importance.     • 

OCEAn  TBANSPOBTATION. 

Before  and  since  the  Spanish-American  war,  the  Panama  Steamship 
Company  has  endeavored  to  give  a  weekly  service  from  New  York  to 
Oolon,  instead  of  three  times  a  month,  as  frH'ioerly.  If  this  service  is 
maintained,  the  advantage  for  American  commra^ce  is  apparent. 

Since  the  expiration  of  a  contract  with  the  Faclflc  Mail  Steamship 
Company,  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company  and  the  Campania 
find-Americano  deVapores,  which  hitherto  have  plied  between  Panama 
and  Sonth  American  ports,  declared  that  they  would  extend  their  serv- 
ice as  far  north  as  Sau  Francisco,  Cal.  It  is  reasonably  supposed  that 
if  they  adopt  this  aggressive  measure,  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Com- 
pany will  retaliate  by  extending  trafllic  sonth  of  Panama.  In  soch 
event,  there  will  be  great  benefit  conferred  on  the  entire  west  coast. 
HAKim  Bbihbesg, 
Viee-  Consul-  Oeneral. 

Guayaquil,  September  34, 1898. 


ImporU  into  Eeuador  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1897. 
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aUFPLEMBlTFART  BEPOBT. 

I  wish  to  sapplement  my  report  of  September  24, 1898,  on  the  oom- 
merce  and  indastries  of  Ecoador,  vith  data  not  available  at  tbat  time. 

QVABANTdE  KEGm^TIONS. 

The  qaarantine  regalatlons  of  Ecuador  are  the  same  as  those  of  Ohile 
("  Keglamento  de  Sanidad  Maritima,"  decree  of  Febraary  18,  1896, 
Imprenta  Nacional,  Santiago,  Ohile).    No  copy  is  to  be  had  here. 
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Packages  of  merchandise  introdaoed  into  Ecuador  mast  bear  on  the 
outer  covers  the  marks  and  nnmbers  oorrespondiug  to  the  invoices, 
and  wbeu  the  gross  weight  of  a  package  exceeds  60  kilograms  (110 
pounds)  sooh  weight  should  be  expreaeed  plainly  in  kilograms. 


OHASQBEI  IN  OOPTBIOHT  LAWS. 


A  reciprocal  copyright  convention  was  entered  into  in  1888  between 
France  and  Ecnador,  by  which  authors  and  composers  secure  protection 
in  both  countries  ander  the  copyrights  of  either.  There  are  no  changes 
reported  in  patent  laws. 
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The  merchaQt  rnarind  of  Ecuador  iu  1898  consisted  of  the  followiag 
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LIOBNSE8,  BTO. 

There  are  no  regnlatlona  ooncdmin^  nor  licenses  imposed  npon  com- 
mercial travelers.  There  are  no  laws  which  discriminate  agaioBt  or 
taxes  and  czoiBee  which  affect  United  States  trade. 

Pbbbt  M.  Db  Leon, 

C<msul-Oen«ral, 
Gdayaqdil,  February  17, 1899. 
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FALKIiAITD    ISLANDS. 

I  send  statement  of  Imports  and  exports  of  the  Falkland  Islands  fbr 
the  year  ending  December  31, 1897.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  United 
States  ought  to  get  a  part  of  this  trade.  Keroeene,  an  important  item 
of  American  export,  make»  a  poor  showing;  bnt  it  is,  I  think,  classed 
with  groceiies,  as  I  know  that  s  large  amount  is  in  use.    The  oCHcial 
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wfao  gave  me  flgares  said  that  while  tliey  show  a  aomiual  decrease 
from  1896,  there  woB  in  reality  a  sabstantial  iucrease;  that  this  was 
the  first  time  that  the  figures  had  beeu  correctly  set  forth. 

J.  E.  BOWEN,  ConauL 
Poet  Stanley,  S^tember  si,  1898. 
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3UPFLBMENTABT  BEPOBTJ 

The  trade  of  these  islands  is  on  the  increase.  Americao  trade,  so  far 
as  I  can  obtain  theinformatioD,  amoQDta  to  (10,000  to  (12,000  per  annam, 
but  it  is  all  done  tbroagh  England.  The  exports  largely  exceed  the 
imports  every  year. 

Ill  boots  and  shoes  there  is  no  American  trade,  becanse  oar  mann- 
^tnrers  do  not  make  the  kinds  used  here.  On  account  of  the  Btones 
everywhere,  the  demand  is  for  a  boot  or  shoe  irlth  a  very  heavy  sole, 
provided  with  nails. 

As  to  the  general  trade,  it  seems  to  me  that  if  the  proper  measures 
were  taken,  a  part  might  be  obtained.  I  wonld  suggest  that  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States  who  deal  in  the  classes  of  goods  needed  in 
these  islands  make  an  organization,  and  open  wholesale  and  retail  stores 
here  and  at  Funta  Arenas.  They  conid  be  nnder  one  management  to 
save  clerical  hire,  and  then  dmmmers  should  be  sent  out.  Let  an 
American  steamer,  say  of  the  Grace  Line,  come  here  once  in  six  months, 
'  and  let  the  sheep  farmers  understand  that  they  will  have  an  American 
market  for  theii'  wool  and  an  opportunity  to  exchange  for  American 
goods,  and  I  am  certain  that  it  wonld  be  a  success.  I  will  be  glad  to 
make  tlie  proper  investigations  as  to  goods  and  qnalities  demanded  here. 
Terra  del  Fnego  is  to  a  large  extent  settled  from  here,  and  the  trade 
which  is  being  developed  in  that  country  will  assume  in  the  near 
future  vast  proportions.  We  onght  to  share  it.  The  new  population 
of  Terra  del  Fnego,  consisting  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  old 
Falkland  settlers,  makes  the  trede  with  these  islands  of  importance. 
I  am  certain  that  American  merchants  will  make  a  serious  mistake  if 
tbey  do  not  give  more  attention  to  the  trade  here  and  in  Terra  del 
Fuego. 

OlUifomia  cauned  irnit  is  in  large  demand  here,  but  it  is  first  sent  to 
England  and  reshipped.  This  is  a  free  port  to  all  articles  but  liquors 
and  tobacco. 

J.  E,  lioWBN,  Ct>n»M(. 

POBT  Stanley,  October  13, 18.98. 


THE   GUIATSTAS. 

In  accordance  with  Department  circular  of  August  5, 1  inclose  here- 
with my  report  on  the  commerce  and  industries  of  the  Guianas,  which 
compose  this  consalar  district,  covering,  so  &r  as  possible,  the  period 
ftom  last  report  to  June  30, 1898. 

I  am  indebted  to  colonial  ofiQcials  of  Uemerara  for  the  figures  given 
in  the  report  in  advance  of  the  publication  of  the  Blue  Book.  Such 
information  ie  not  at  this  time  available  at  the  agencies  of  the  consu- 
late. It  has  been  impossible  to  ascertain  the  special  information  called 
for  in  the  circular,  concerning  cotton  textiles.  The  merchants  them- 
selves are  unable  to  give  it,  and  they  say  only  an  expert  having  special 
knowledge  and  facilities  can  do  so.  If  desired,  I  can  at  any  time  cause 
to  be  forwarded  samples  of  fabrics  to  parties  interested,  for  ezamination, 
Gbo.  H.  Modlton,  Cortsvl 

Dbhbbaba,  September  30,  J898. 


'  In  nply  to  circnlar  of  August  B. 
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BBITISH  OXIIAIf  A. 

The  tendency  and  volume  of  trade  of  tbis  colony  is  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing oomparatiTe  statement  of  imports  and  exports: 


Coontrlw. 

18B8.OT. 

,»,-« 

C^M... 

1B93-B7, 

1837-08. 

United  EiDKdom 

a:S:l! 

1M.020.1G 

74,837.85 

47. 348.  M 
13, 303. 78 

»!«,»».  81 

33,420.78 

60,588.81 

88.312.11 
30,617.™ 

11,777.83 

PrenchGnlMM 

*l(,4t8.T> 

14,072.82 
,708.  IB 
.314.98 

341,077.38 

BFlti»h  Horm  Amer- 

FnucliWeatlDdleii. 
DatchWMtlndlM.. 

'Jl^JS 

3.3(0.28 

SSIES.?.".*^:::::::: 

Othar  fonign  oonn- 

i,s»i.7a 

a,  7*5. 70 

3,440,207.70 

8P»ln  "fl  po..«- 

TTnlUd  Kinsdom 

»4,  6(7.975.41 
3.723,861.32 

ftt,43LU 

73. 443.13 

32,324:68 
24,  MI.  13 

12.263.86 
b:7BB.10 

«,«D.m44 

73. 188. 81 
12,311.88 
43,342.33 
16,653.(9 
24,148.30 

12.161.80 
it  114.06 

no        d 

88, 531.38 
4,363.79 

I.734.3T 

38.040.23 
8.%3.58 

Uulcli  Gul»n» 

Fnmoh  Qnlana 

I  United  8t>tea  of 

B.aM.38 

B.3n.n 

SSSSSSffi:: 

Portngu8.a    pnsoB- 

8,301,712.03 

The  course  of  trade  is  aloug:  the  same  lines  and  tbroagh  the  same 
channels  as  formerly.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  aggregate  Tolnme  of 
imports  to  the  colony  is  at>out  $282,000  less  than  last  year,  and  that 
the  exports  show  a  decrease  in  value  of  $603,132.84.  The  United 
States,  however,  increased  its  trade  $201,540.19. 

The  principal  articles  imported  are  floor  and  other  breadstoffs,  pickled 
beef  and  pork,  lard  and  its  compounds,  butter,  oleo,  cheese,  fish  and 
preserved  meats  and  fruits,  horses,  mules,  sheep,  com  meal,  hay,  oats, 
tobacco,  cigars  aud  cigarettes,  petroleum,  tallow  candles,  lumber,  mana- 
factared  wood,  wood  hoops,  manufactured  paper,  staves,  soap,  pitch, 
hardware,  a  little  cutlery,  a  few  carriages,  and  bicycles. 


The  following  goods  ought  to  find  a  market  here:  Willow,  rattui 
or  reed  chairs  and  lounges;  office  furniture,  men's  furnishings  of  differ- 
ent grades;  hats,  wool  and  straw ;  cotton  textiles  of  every  sort.  During 
the  last  six  mouths,  there  were  Imported  from  the  United  States  220 
bicycles,  valued  at  $8,310.70 ;  from  Bngiand  131,  valued  at  $6,746;  from 
Germany  2,  valued  at  $99;  total,  $15,164.70. 

The  market  is  now  pretty  well  stocked,  bnt  the  trade  ia  sosoeptible  of 
moderate  development  The  superior  features  of  American  goods  canee 
favorable  comment. 

Each  succeeding  year  shows  an  improvement  in  the  rice  indnstry,  and 
manufacturers  of  machinery  wonld  do  well  to  watch  its  development. 

The  qaestion  relative  to  the  best  means  of  developing  American 
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trade  bas  already  been  thrashed  threadbare.  Catalo^es  aud  corie- 
spondeuce  will  avail  little.  ludncements  must  be  offered  to  the  market 
suffloieot  to  outweigh  every  other  boBlnesa  consideratiou  given  by  com- 
peting countries.  In  order  to  achieve  success,  the  territory  maat  be 
invaded  and  competitiou  paralyzed. 


The  increased  carryiug  oapcusity  of  steamers  over  sailing  vessels,  and 
the  punctuality  with  which  they  can  deliver  goods,  have  resulted  in 
some  beneficial  changes  in  the  conditions  of  trade.  Formerly,  the 
trade  of  the  United  States  was  handled  by  two  or  three  hoosesj  now, 
five  times  »b  many  importers  are  consignees  of  general  cargoes.  This 
distribution  of  business  is  advantageous.  Coincident  therewith  is  the 
revival  of  the  system  of  private  bonded  warehouses,  which  iusores  a 
rapid  discharge  of  cargo,  aud  saves  interest  and  storage  rent.  At  pres- 
ent, there  aie  li  such  lieensed  warehooses  in  the  city  of  Georgetown. 

NaiUiuMtjf,  nitmber,  and  Imntagt  ofv«M«U  Outt  vere  «H(«rad  at  IkUporl  during  lAc  y«ar 
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Dramara,  vU  Trinidad  and  Para- 
maribo. 

FurtdeFnoM 
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wiot 

FortnlghUj. 

Boyal  Dutch  Mail 

Biery  thtoa 

Foitnl||hUj. 

Monthly. 

SiS".:.;.;;;. 

London  and  GUijow 

Dwwrara,  Tia  Trinidad  and   Bar- 

BAILWATS. 


B^lway  transportation  in  the  colony  remains  nncbauged.    The  line 
alluded  to  in  last  year's  report '  has  not  been  completed. 
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TABIFF  OBANOES. 

Tbe  following  changes  in  the  tariff  rates  were  made  on  March  12, 1898 : 
BiBcaits,Bweeteued  or  8agared,raise(I  from  one- half  to5centsperponDd; 
brimstoue  and  salphar,  raised  from  10  per  cent  ad  valorem  to  1  cent  per 
poand :  clapboards,  reduced  from  t5  per  1,000  ruDDing  feet  to  95  per 
3,000  leet,  board  meaaure;  coafectionery,  raised  from  6  to  7  ceDta  per 
ponnd;  fish,  pickled,  "and  all  other  sorts,  incIodiDg  troat,"  raised  from 
25  to  SO  cents  per  barrel  of  200  pounds;  fraits,  dried,  raised  from  10 
per  cent  ad  valorem  to  5  cents  per  poaud ;  garlic,  raised  from  one-foarth 
to  one-half  ceut  per  pound;  malt  liquor,  in  wood,  raised  trom  12  to  16 
cents  per  gallon ;  malt  liquor,  in  bottles,  raised  ftom  30  to  40  cents  per 
dozen  reputed  quarts ;  malt  liquor,  in  bottles,  raised  from  15  to  110  cents 
per  dozen  reputed  pints;  matches  of  all  kinds,  raised  irom  50  to  GO 
cents  per  11,400  matches;  nuts  (used,  in  the  opinion  of  the  comptroller, 
as  fruit),  raised  from  10  per  cent  ad  valorem  to  one-half  cent  per  pound; 
onions,  taken  from  free  list  and  placed  on  specific  at  one-half  cent 

Jer  pound ;  salt,  admitted  by  the  comptroller  as  flue,  per  200  pounds, 
1,  rtUaed  from  free  list  to  specific;  salt,  coarse,  in  bulk,  rais^  from 
free  to  specific  list,  75  cents  per  200  pounds;  soap  and  soap  powders, 
perfumery,  fancy  and  toilet,  raised  from  2  to  4  cents  per  pound ;  spices, 
betel  or  areca  nut,  pepper  and  all  seeds,  except  garden  seeds,  raised 
from  1  to  4  cents  per  pound;  spirits,  strong  waters,  etc.,  raised  from 
$3  to  $3.50  per  proof  gallon;  sweetened  spirits,  liqeuers,  bitters,  etc 
(not  to  be  tested),  rais^  from  H  to  $4.50  per  gallon ;  tea,  raised  tiota 
12  to  16  cents  per  pound;  tobacco,  leaf,  packages  not  less  than  800 
pounds,  containing  10  per  cent  or  more  moistnre,  reduced  from  60  to 
40  cents  per  pound;  tobacco,  leaf,  packages  not  less  than  800  pounds, 
containing  less  than  10  per  cent  of  moisture,  reduced  from  75  to  60  cents 
per  ponnd;  tobacco,  leaf,  packages  less  than  800  pounds,  containing  10 
per  ceut  or  more  of  moisture,  reduced  from  75  to  60  cents  per  pound; 
tobacco,  leaf,  packages  less  than  800  pounds,  containing  less  than  10 
per  cent  of  moisture,  reduced  from  90  to  80  cents  per  pound;  waters, 
aerated  or  mineral,  raised  from  8  to  16  cents  per  dozen  pints;  wine  of 
all  other  descriptions,  in  wood,  raised  frx>m  88  cents  to  $1  per  gallon; 
wine  of  all  other  descriptions,  in  bottles,  raised  from  $2.40  to  $3  ]>er 
dozen  reputed  quarts;  wine  of  all  other  descriptions,  in  bottles,  raised 
from  $1.20  to  $1.50  per  dozen  reputed  pints;  chemicals  and  other  sab- 
stances  which  the  comptroller  of  customs  is  satisfied  are  imported  for 
the  purification  of  water,  added  to  the  free  list;  under  machinery, 
"trucks  for  mining  purposes"  added  to  fi-ee  list 

COMUEBOIAL    TBAYBLEBS. 

No  license  is  imposed  upon  commercial  travelers  and  no  special 
regulations  affect  them. 

COLONIAL  EXPORTS. 

Tbe  amount  of  timber  and  cocoa  exported  has  fallen  off,  as  compared 
with  last  year.  There  was  an  increase  of  170,000  pounds  of  balata 
during  the  same  period.  Bnring  tbe  year  ended  June  30, 1898,  the 
gold  exported  amounted  to  117,195  ounces,  and  for  the  same  period  in 
1897, 127,521  ounces  were  exported,  showing  a  decrease  for  1898  of 
10,326  o 
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DTTTCH  GUIANA. 

Gonsnlar  A^ot  Dayo,  of  Paramaribo,  reports  that  imports  from  the 
United  Btates  coasist  mostly  of  fbodstufis.  Prices  rnled  higher  thau 
normal  daring  the  early  peiiod  of  the  war  with  Spain,  but  these  con- 
dltioDB  were  of  brief  dnration. 

Manafactnred  goods,  couttnaea  the  agent,  come  mostly  from  Europe, 
principally  England  and  (Germany,  as  these  countries  nnderstaud  the 
requirements  of  tlie  market  and  govern  themselves  accordingly.  He 
thinks  competent  agenta  should  be  sent  out  by  our  business  men,  and 
advises  that  packing  of  goods  for  that  market  be  studied,  claiming 
that  our  merchants  do  not  understand  how  to  economize  siiace.  The 
Europeans  are  perfect  in  that  respect.  Commercial  travelers  from  Ger- 
many and  England  keep  in  close  tooch  with  the  business  community 
of  Farsmfuibo,  while  the  reverse  is  trne  of  American  travelers.  Une 
is  seldom  seen  there. 

Something  may  be  done  in  the  way  of  machinery  for  gold  mining, 
and  for  the  preparation  of  coffee  for  market,  the  coffee  (,'rowu  being 
of  a  kind  difflt^ult  to  prepare  by  hand.  The  machinery  should  be  suit- 
able for  both  large  and  small  quantities,  and  should  not  be  expensive. 

Once  a  year,  the  Government  invites  bids  for  the  supply  of  steams 
coal — 2,50U  to  3,000  tons  per  annnm.  The  English  have  heretofoie 
secured  the  contract.    The  kind  used  is  Uardiff  coal,  doable  screened. 


These  consist  of  cocoa,  balata,  sugar,  coffee,  timber,  mm,  and  gold. 
The  cocoa  goes  principally  to  the  United  Stat«s.  During  the  last  six 
mouths,  the  crop  was  17,000  bags  as  against  18,000  for  the  same  period 
in  1897.  A  bag  contains  about  110  kilos  (242  pounds).  Balata  goes 
mostly  to  Holland,  sugar  to  the  United  States.  The  coflTee  industry  is 
increasing,  the  product  going  to  Holland.  Timber  is  sent  to  the  Neth- 
erlands, rum  to  England,  and  gold  to  various  countries,  mostly  to  the 
Netherlands. 

HABBOB  OHABGES,   TAXES,  ETC. 

The  custom-house,  wharfage,  and  light  dues  have  been  abolished. 
The  expense  of  any  vessel  entering  and  clearing  from  the  port  is  only 
(5.  The  Government  is  extending  the  cnstom-house  wharf,  so  that 
better  facilities  for  discharging  and  loading  cargoes  will  be  provided. 

A  bill  is  before  the  colonial  assembly  to  change  the  tax  on  incomes 
and  business  li<;enses,  which  may  aU'ect  American  interests  should  it 
pass,     A  change  is  also  proposed  in  the  gold-inining  law. 

COLOMIAL   IMPEOVEMBMTS. 

OoncessioBB  have  been  applied  for,  to  pat  in  operation  street  cars  and 
electric  lights.  A  loan  of  $1,200,000  has  been  obtained  for  drainage  and 
general  improvements  in  the  colony. 

TBANSPORTATIOM. 

The  Dutch  line  has  increased  its  fleet  plying  between  Paramaribo  and 
New  York,  via  West  Indian  ix>rt8.  A  vessel  leaves  Paramaribo  twice 
amonth.  TheBoyal  English  mail  visits  the  portevery  two  weeks,  with 
connections  at  Barbados  for  New  York,  Europe,  and  West  Indies,  The 
French  mail  calls  once  a  month  from  Demerara  and  the  Islands.    A 
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Government  steamer  plies  between  Paramaribo  and  Demerara,  leaving 
Paramaribo  Monday  and  returning  Friday  of  each  week,  carrying  mailB, 
oargo,  and  paaaengera. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  IHHIORATION. 

The  health  of  the  colony  is  good  and  the  death  rate  very  low. 

In  addition  t«  the  East  Indian  coolies,  immigrants  ftt>m  the  Island 
of  Java  are  being  introduced  by  the  Government  to  work  on  the  sagar 
estates. 


FRENCH  GXTIANA. 

Placer  gold  mining  is  the  only  indastry  in  the  colony  and  gold  the 
only  export.  The  popnlatioD  is  2fi,000,  esclnsive  of  8,000  convicts. 
The  population  of  Cayenne  is  about  11,000,  It  is  one  of  the  cleanest 
and  best  drained  cities  in  this  part  of  the  world.  Thrifb  ia  seen  on 
every  hand,  and  there  are  no  beggars  in  the  city.  French  is  exola- 
S'vel;  spoken.  France  enjoys  a  preferential  tariff  rate,  yet  the  United 
States  has  a  monopoly  of  trade  In  Sour,  salt  beef,  pork,  lard  and  its  com- 
pounds, oleo,  batter,  com,  hay,  oat«,  lumber,  petroleum,  and  sewing 
machines.  Food  stuffs  from  the0nited  States  appear  to  possess  qaali- 
ties  sufficient  t«  overcome  competition.  Their  resistance  to  the  prevad- 
iug  heat  and  moisture,  and  the  excellence  of  the  packing,  are  their 
special  merits. 

Consular  Agent  Lelanne,  of  Cayenne,  states  that  United  States  food 
products  are  the  only  ones  which  can  be  transported  to  the  gold  dig- 
gings in  the  interior  without  spoiling.  He  reports  a  new  process  of 
dragging  the  alluvial  deposits  of  the  colony,  which  seems  to  be  a  suc- 
cess, as  it  saves  all  the  gold.  Twelve  men  with  one  of  these  drags 
can  wash  75  to  100  tons  of  dirt  per  day,  the  gold  being  collected  by 
copper  amalgamating  plates. 


PAEAGTTAY. 

The  following  report  covers  matters  up  to  date,  except  aome  of  the 
statistics.  Figures  lor  1898  are  not  yet  obtainable,  and  those  lor  1897 
have  not  as  yet  been  published.  By  special  permission  of  the  authori- 
ties, I  have  myself  copied  nearly  all  the  statistics  here  presented. 

Paraguay  has  an  area  of  about  98,000  square  miles,  and  a  population 
of  600,000.  It  is  divided  into  32  oounties,  governed  by  chie&  and  jus- 
tices of  peace. 

The  senators  represent  12,000  people  each,  and  the  representatives 
6,000.  They  receive  £200  a  year.  The  President  is  General  Egns- 
guiza,  whose  salary  is  about  £1,900  per  annum.  The  vice-presideBt 
receives  £960,  and  the  ministers  £600  each. 

Asuncion  has  about  47,000  people.  It  is  the  capital  of  the  country, 
and  the  chief  port.  Villa  Rica,  the  next  place  of  importance,  is  an  inland 
town  with  about  20,000  people.    Concejicion  has  about  10,000. 


The  revenue  of  the  Government  in  1896  and  1896  was  9fi,100,4d5,  and 
in  1896  and  1897,  was  increased  to  about  t5,162,47S.   The  amount  avail- 
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able  for  public  serrioe  is  aboat  $3,662,560,  The  pabllc  debt  iu  1S97 
vas:  Internal  {pa|)er),  «9,846,278.79;  external  (gold),  t31,815,680.0i. 
The  iDCome  of  the  Oovernment  in  1897  was  $6,423,68"^. 

PUBLIC  rNBTITDTIOMa,  saaUIATIONS,  KTO. 

There  are  no  as^lnms  for  Inoatios  or  crazy  people;  they  are  some- 
times  pot  in  the  jail.  Those  who  are  anable  to  maintain  themselves 
are  allowed  to  continae  begging,  bat  those  who  are  able  to  work  and 
continue  to  molest  the  public,  are  pat  in  the  jail. 

Orphans  are  taken  oare  of  in  asylums.  There  is  do  institution  for 
the  support  of  superannuated  laborers,  etc. 

The  laws  of  Paraguay  on  the  subject  of  drunkenness  (u«  very  good. 
Anyone  found  drunk  will  be  fined  $10,  paper,  and  put  In  jail  teom  one 
to  ten  days.  Anyone  who  sells  drinks  to  one  manifestly  drunk  will 
be  charged  from  $5  to  $10  the  first  time,  and  from  $10  to  $15  the 
second.  Anyone  who  sells  to  minors  or  persons  under  16  years  of  age 
will  be  fined  $6  to  $10  the  first  time,  and  $10  to  $15  the  second,  and 
will  be  put  under  arrest  for  five  or  ten  days,  if  he  sells  enough  to  the 
minor  to  make  him  drunk. 

Except  hotels,  restaurante,  barber  shops,  drug  stores,  bakeries,  caf^s, 
etc.,  all  business  houses  are  closed  from  10  a.  m.  to  6  p.m.  on  all  festival 
or  feast  days.  Business  commences  very  early,  at  6  a.  m.,  and  lasts 
until  11  a.  m.  It  then  closes;  begins  again  at  2^30  p.  m,,  and  continaee 
until  5  or  8  p.  m. 

BDUCATIOK. 

Paraguay  is  making  commendable  strides  in  the  line  of  education. 
As  President  Egusquiza  remarked  in  hi^  last  message  to  Cungrerts,  one- 
third  of  the  Government  income  is  devoted  to  this  pur[x>se.  There  are 
about  390  schools,  public  and  private,  in  the  Bepublic,  with  some  2,600 
pupils  and  700  teachers.    The  largest  schools  are  situated  in  Asuncion. 

The  National  University,  which  prepares  young  men  in  all  lines, 
professional  or  business,  has  about  TOO  pupils.  Much  attention  is  paid 
to  business  training  and  the  higher  branches  of  education.  There  is 
also  a  large  school  of  arts  and  industries,  conducted  by  the  priests, 
and  doing  good  work  teaching  printing,  bookmaking,  binding,  car- 
pentry, eboemakiiig,  bookkeeping,  etc.  It  is  supported  larg^y  by 
charity,  and  many  wealthy  and  prominent  people  contribute  to  it. 

The  schools  for  boys  and  girls  are  usually  separate.  Iu  1886,  a  school 
was  founded  affording  opportunities  of  coeducation,  but  in  1894,  it  was 
converted  into  one  for  girls,  being  frt)m  that  date  under  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Ohuioh  of 
America.    This  school  had  75  pnpils  last  year  and  82  this. 

There  is  also  a  Protestant  school  for  boys  with  about  67  pupils,  some 
38  being  Paraguayans  and  29  foreigners.  In  the  girls'  school,  33  are 
Paraguayans  and  21  foreigners. 

Another  Protestant  school  is  under  the  auspices  of  the  Glerman  resi- 
dents in  Paraguay.  The  native  schools  are  many,  especially  In  Asun- 
cion. Almost  every  corner  or  square  has  a  schoolhouse,  and  much 
interest  seems  manifested  in  proper  training  of  the  young.  There  is  a 
good  opening  here  for  books,  prints,  of  course,  in  tSpanish,  There  is 
also  a  large  school  devoted  to  the  study  of  agriculture,  which  is  doing 
practical  work. 
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COHUBBCIAL   RELATIONS. 
HOTEHENT8  OF  VESSELS. 

%  the  following  vessels  entered  the  port  of  Asodcjod  : 


KmUonrilty. 

Nmnbm.'TomiH*- 

Pmmd- 

Areantina 

a 

■.mo 

It,  401 

"■TS 

MS7 

The  clearances  were: 
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In  1896,  666  vessels  entered  the  port  of  Asuncion  with  176,638  ton- 
nage, and  613  with  147,640  tonnage  deared  for  foreign  ports.  The  boats 
are  asnally  constructed  for  ocean  traffic,  although  flat  bottoms  are  more 
convenient.  Allow  me  here  to  repeat  a  part  of  my  report  of  December 
31, 1897,'  and  urge  npon  the  attention  of  American  capitalists  the  profit 
of  puttiug  flat-^ttom  Mississippi  Uiver  b<»ts  on  the  ttariviog  Biver 
Plate.  When  the  river  is  high,  the  boats  now  in  use  are  all  right,  bat 
when  low,  mail  and  commerce  are  delayed. 

The  boats  plying  from  Baenos  Ayrea  to  Asuncion  are  very  well 
equipped,  good  fore  and  accommodations  being  provided.  There  are 
tbr«e  regular  lines,  leaving  Wetlnesdays  and  Sandays.  They  do  a 
good  business. 

COMMESCH. 

The  exportation  has  been  greater  than  in  1896,  while  a  alight  decrease 
in  importation  is  noticeable: 


\-Sf\'XS^ 

2,  in.  us 

The  principal  articles  of  export  are  hay,  cotton,  nuts,  pineapples,  rice, 
boms,  bananas,  coffee,  bark  of  carabay,  etc,  barley,  wax,  hur,  cocoa, 
skiijs,  cuttings  of  hides,  bones,  woods,  corn,  peanuts,  mandioca,  cups 
for  mat6  (tea),  molasses,  honey,  oranges,  palms,  santa  and  rosewood, 
Irtsb  potatoes,  grindstones,  feathers,  dyewoods,  medicine  roots,  water- 
melons, silk,  vegetables,  tobacco,  bamboos,  tomatoes,  grains,  yerba, 
ibira,  and  sarsaparilla. 

The  following  are  mannf^tored  in  Paraguay :  Oil,  extract  of  orange 
flowers,  alcohol,  upholstery,  starch,  slippers,  counters  and  shelves, 
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sawdust,  drinks  (ginger  ale,  etc.))  baskets,  ram,  hay,  charcoal,  sifters, 
cigars,  cigarettes,  unrves  and  knees  (wood),  sweets,  ties  (for  railroads), 
brooms,  floor,  macaroni,  inatohes,  biscuits,  crackers,  fats,  soap,  bricks, 
liquors,  lacro  (pounded  com),  raddles,  combs,  posts,  cheese,  siwkes 
(of  wheels),  wheels,  chairs,  floorings,  boards,  wooden  pegs  or  plags, 
tiles  (for  roofing),  bran  (of  mandioca],  candles,  vinegar,  and  wines  in 
small  q  nan  ti  ties. 

Of  hides,  one  house  {Christians  Heisecke)  alone  exported  6U,000  in 
1897.    Abont  200,000  hides  were  exported  last  year. 

lUfUBti  of  tkt  iv^orUtiom  and  exportatfoiu  from  the  tmttot^)u>»ie$  of  Paroffuaf  iit  1S97. 
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reiport,  with ufwlUioat  duty 14.4aT.nL4« 


During  the  year  1897,  duties  received  by  the  custom-bonses  of  the 
BepubUo  of  Paraguay  amounted  to  13,916,651.35  ftom  imports  and 
tl,033,660  ftom  exports,  distributed  as  follows: 


DuU«. 

^-^."^ 

DatlH. 

Amount  (pft. 
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I>atie*  »<>)rnlng  to  the  G(rT»ni- 

tl.  881,  MB.  00 

H1,TM.M 
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AddltSoul  5  pst  c«ut  (gold) 
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AddJaon^    B    i^r   cent    (iiper 

gffiK.'S?* 

lie.lM,78 

DutlM  Df  stonge  nut  Id  oiuUnn- 

DDtlu.  iDtorior  {•tunpih  elo.) .... 

1.083.0(0.00 

3,818.001.35 

OBKTBAI.   OOMMEBCIAL. 

This  organization  was  founded  May  7, 1898,  and  is  the  only  one  in 
Faragnay,  It  has  for  its  objects  to  establish  telegraphic  service  which 
will  permit  comparison  of  quotations  and  of  cnrrent  prices  of  foreign 
products,  with  those  of  Paraguay;  to  name  correspondents  to  trans- 
mit information  and  general  data;   to  collect  all  statistics  as  to  the 
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commerce  and  resourceB  of  the  country;  to  form  a  list  of  prices  cnr- 
lent,  which  wilt  be  aiider  the  care  of  a  special  commisBioii,  and  to  employ 
means  for  settlement  of  debts,  etc.,  by  arbitration  or  in  any  way  that 
win  save  time  and  expense. 

The  sapervieing  commiasion  is  composed  of  6  wholesale  merchants, 
3  owners  of  indtistrieB,  3  retail  merchants,  1  broker,  1  maritime  agent, 
1  insorance  agent,  1  banker  or  chief  of  a  money-changing  honae,  and  2 
other  members,  farmers  or  the  like. 

This  orgauization  promises  to  be  of  great  service  to  trade  in  Para- 
guay. It  is  an  association  of  business  men  something  on  the  order 
of  our  exchanges,  and  would  gladly  communicate  with  all  American 
exchanges, 

I  submit  translation  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  in  reply  to  my 
inqoiry  for  commercial  information: 

Abdncion,  Aagiui  1,  1838. 
Mr.  John  Buffik,  Coiuvl. 

Sir:  It  gives  m«  pleasare  to  give  yon  ft  list  of  the  &rtiolea  prlDaipally  exported 
from  Porogna;,'  the  uatoral  prodocte  and  fruits,  u  well  m  the  manafac^res,  moet 
of  which  are  sent  to  Bntzil, 

Importation  has  been  varied.  Isend  yoa  a  complete  list  of  sll  the  artielee  imported 
into  the  country,  with  tba  dnties,  etc.,  imposed.* 

The  imports  come  from  Qerman;,  Spain,  Fisnce,  England,  etc. 
Tours,  truly, 

Narcibo  M.  AcuSa. 

The  following  is  a  translation  of  articles  similar  to  those  which 
appear  in  the  daily  papers ; 

Beef  for  consumption  was  sold  to-day  at  $95  [paper]  per  head. 

Com  for  eating  purposes  sold  at  $3.20  [paper]  per  aroba  [26  poaDds]. 

"     ■• *■  -  ■'  ' '^-  'naof  AmMii       ~"  -  - 


jusul  of  the  United  States  oi 


ioa,  sent  various  bnsiaeaa 


periodioala,  catalogues,  etc.,  to  the  reading  saloon. 

The  directors  will  nice'   ' 

Money  to-day  quotat 
paper,  ^i;  Brazilian,  1 

That  is,  91  gold  is  equal  to  $7.61  of  Paragnyan  paper.  I  bespeak  for 
this  organization  the  attention  of  American  business  men.  The  presi- 
dent is  Hr.  A.  Plate,  general  manager  of  the  Mercantile  Bank. 
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There  are  about  ninety-five  or  one  hundred  post-ofQces  in  the  Bepnblic. 
The  foreign  mail  comes  by  boat  about  twice  a  week. 
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Tbe  telegraph  conoecta  Paraguay  vitb  Corrientes,  in  the  Argeotine 
Bepnblic,  about  360  miles  away.  From  Corrieutes,  tbe  liue  mns  to 
Baenoa  Ayres,  and  Paraguay  is  tbus  cooDected'  with  tbe  outside  world. 
Occasiooally,  tbe  line  gets  broken,  bat  t^e  service  is  generally  prompt 
and  regular. 

AaRICULTURS. 
Tbe  following  table  sbowa  tbe  distribation  of  cultivation  in  1897; 

UlKM.) 

Tobacco 683,264 

Susarcane 670,762 

Kiue 246,969 

Com 2,366,491 

Mandioca 2,489,161 

Beans 962,740 

Garlic  and  onions 85,358 

Irish  and  sweet  potatoes 116,286 

Coffee  plants 343,407 

Peannte 406,610 

Cotton 130,899 

Oreenpoae 62,677 

BeMis 58,134 

Paraguayan  soil  iB  among  the  best  and  most  productive  in  SoDth 
America,  Very  little  labor  is  necessary  to  bring  forth  a  bounteous 
harvest.  The  extensive  plains  afford  opportunities  for  cattle  raising. 
There  is  always  a  ready  sale  for  beef  and  live  stock ;  in  fact,  this  is  the 
Btaple  wealth  of  the  country.  The  number  of  cattle,  fowl,  etc.,  may  be 
stated  as  follows : 

Cattle  (homed),  oowa,  ate 1,744,000 

Hones 182,833 

Mnles 13,660 

Sheep 117,248 

Ckwts 49,667 

Asm 9,068 

Hoge 36,159 

Fowl 900,764 

The  cattle  are  a^ply  marked  and  turned  out  into  tbe  big  ranches  to 
feed  themselves.  The  ranches  are  inclosed  by  wire  fences,  and  in  this 
line,  there  is  a  good  opeuing  for  imports  from  tbe  ijnited  States. 

'1Udo  =  250  feet. 
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The  followiug  table  will  show  the  secnrity  of  hnsineas,  and  hov  free, 
comparatively  speakiog,  Paraguay  is  from  store  robbery,  burglary,  etc.: 
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BAWKEUPTOT  I>AW,  ETC. 

To  those  ioterested  in  the  mercaBtile  laws  of  Paraguay,  the  following 
may  be  of  aerrioe: 

(1)  To  cease  to  pay  one's  debts  constitutes  the  condition  or  cause  of 
bankruptcy. 

(2)  Only  merchants,  or  compauies  acting  as  such,  are  susceptible  of 
bankruptcy.  There  is  a  mercantile  registry,  in  which  the  names  of  ^1 
merchants  should  be  inscribed.  The  advantage  of  registering  is  that 
the  merchant's  books,  kept  according  to  law,  are  regarded  as  proof 
against  the  debtor.  Whether  registered  or  not,  the  merchant  can 
become  a  bankrupt. 

(3)  A  merchant  can  only  be  declared  bankrupt  by  the  commercial 
court,  there  being  three  courts:  The  commercial  (covering  commerce, 
freight,  etc),  civil,  and  criminal.  The  judge  of  the  commercial  court  is 
Br.  Legal.  The  civil  court  contains  two  departments,  the  Judges  being 
Drs.  Gonzales  and  Bobadilla.  These  hold  their  terms  of  ofBce,  not  for 
life,  but  with  the  term  of  the  President,  four  yeaia. 

(4)  Hequest  for  declaration  of  bankruptcy  must  be  soUcited  irom  the 
commercial  Judge  by  the  creditors  or  by  the  bankrupt  himself. 

(5)  There  are  three  classes  of  bankruptcy:  Casual,  culpable,  and 
fhiudulent.  The  casual  is  caused  by  such  accidents  as  fire,  et«.  The 
culpable  is  when  books  are  out  of  order,  when  one  has  not  registered  aa 
a  merchant,  etc.    Fraudulent  is  the  same  as  elsewhere. 

(6)  Whenever  one  is  bankrupt  he  is  immediately  sent  to  jail,  where- 
upon the  commercial  court  decides  under  what  kind  of  bankruptcy  he 
is  to  be  classed.    He  can  be  released  if  he  obtains  security. 

(7)  Reinstatement  in  a  culpable  case  can  be  effected  only  after  the 
bankrupt  has  paid  his  bills  to  the  creditors.  In  case  of  casualty,  rein- 
statement can  be  promptly  secured  byadecreeof  the  Judge  of  the  com- 
mercial court.  The  bankmpt  in  a  fraudulent  case  goes  to  )>rison  for 
a  term  of  years.  All  debts  of  bankrupts  must  he  cleared  or  paid  before 
they  can  reenter  business. 

(8)  The  legal  rate  of  interest  is  6  per  cent  in  absence  of  agreement,  in 
all  matters  not  commercial,  the  mercantile  rate  being  12  per  cent;  but 
if  a  contract  is  made  to  pay  20  or  26  per  cent,  the  law  will  not  intervene 
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For  peraoDB  having  capital,  Paragaay  offers  good  inducementa  in  the 
line  of  interest.  Of  coBrse,  here  and  elsewhere  cure  should  be  given 
to  the  proper  arraagements  of  papers,  secnritiea,  etc. 

IHMiaBATIOH. 

The  Gtovemment  has  very  liberal  immigration  laws,  and  offers  every 
possible  indacement  to  liDiDigrantu.  In  correction  of  an  impression 
that  the  Governmeot  will  pay  passage  from  a  European  or  American 
country  to  Paraguay,  I  wish  to  say  that  the  Government  only  pays  the 
immigrant's  passage  &om  Buenos  Ayrea,  Argeutine  Bepnblic ;  main- 
tains him  five  days  in  the  immigrant  hotel,  then  pays  bis  passage, 
including  laggage,   agricoltural    implements,   and    hoasehold    gowls 

grhich  enter  free  of  duty),  to  the  colony  or  spot  of  his  choice.  The 
ovemmeut  grants  to  each  adult  immigrant  60  cents,  paper,  a  day 
(to  children  about  30  cents)  for  three  months,  and  if  necessary,  for 
three  months  more. 

For  fuller  information,  any  person  can  commnnioate  with  Mr.  Santos, 
chief  of  the  bureau  of  immigration,  or  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
Mr.  Josd  S.  Decond,  both  of  whom  speak  English  readily. 

For  the  information  of  many  who  write  here  inqniring  about  the  colo- 
nies, and  for  those  business  men  who  desire  some  acquaintance  with 
the  small  towns  near  Asuncion,  I  submit  the  following  statistics  of 
immigrants  for  the  year  1S97: 
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Of  these  239,  90  paid  their  own  fares,  149  had  their  passages  given 
by  the  Oovemment,  and  all  had  expenses  paid  at  the  immigrant  hotel, 
amounting  to  4500,  gold. 
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OOMDITION  OF  THE  OOLONIBS. 
The  following  statistioH  are  for  the  year  ]  897 : 


coi<oHu. 


idnlto.... 
Cbildren.. 


Tow.. 


Homed  oattlA 4,473 

HoTSM 89 

Domeatio  snimalB 6,976 

SquarMfenoedin 3,091 

Sqoftres  onltJTkted 503 

FrDlt-tNepUnta 66,674 

Coffee  plant* 64,311 

The  above  is  a  Germaa  colony  aud  is  the  sainmer  resort  of  Paraguay, 
being  situated  on  a  cool  lake.  It  fornislies  almost  all  the  batter,  gar- 
den produce,  etc.,  to  Asoneioo. 

OOLOKU   NUaV*   OKBHAHIA. 

Men 30 

Wonwn 17 

CbildMU 38 

Total 86 

CnltiT«t«dIukda: 

Com plotB..  29 

Coffea do I 

Handioca do 30 

Irieb  potatoes do 5 

SoKarcane do 13 

Tobaooo do 3 

Yerba do 6 

Stock: 

Homed  oattle 1,340 

Marea 63 

HogB G8 

COLOMIA   VILL*.  HATES. 

This  oolouy  is  but  a  few  miles  up  the  Paraguay  Biver  &om  Asuncion, 
and  is  named  in  honor  of  President  Rutherford  B,  Hayes. 

Flantationa: 

Sngar-oano  plots 280 

Lncem  fields 8 

Cotton  fields 7 

Castor  plants 13 

Coffee  plants 3,800 

Frait  plants 2,  SOD 

Banana  plants Ui,000 

Stock: 

Homed  cattle 5,580 

Hones 400 

Sheep 330 

Hogs 130 


It  has  14  distilleries  and  i  brick  foctories. 
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This  colony  waa  foanded  on  the  idea  of  holdioK  everything  to  be 
commoQ  property.    Its  members  came  priucipally  fttim  Australia. 

Women 38 

Children 26 

Total 93 

Caltiv»ted  plota 63 

Coffeoplanta 8,000 

PJneui'ple  plaoto 900 

BftDaaapUnta 1,200 

Cattle,  homed 570 

Hone* 187 

Hogs 100 

CULONIA  3STH   or   MOVRMBBH. 

Inhabitanta 812 

PloU  of  oalliTatod  land 1,200 

Homed  oattle 2,600 

Horn 100 

Qosti 70 

Sheep 160 

Adnlta 73 

Childran 58 

Total 136 

CnltiTatedplotiofland M3 

Fniit-tree  planta 186,1^ 

CoH'ee  plants 109 

Homed  oatUa 66 

MaroB 23 

Fowls !^ 

OOLOiriA  0O8MO8. 

This  is  an  English  colony.  There  are  some  70  plots  of  cultivated 
land.  They  are  planted  iti  corn,  mandioca,  Irish  potatoes,  rice,  tobacco, 
peanuts,  and  sugar  cane.  Tbe  number  of  plants,  cattle,  etc,  is  as 
follows : 

Orange  plants 3,320 

Banana  planiB 1,300 

Coffee  plants 2,500 

Yorba  plants 3,000 

Fmit-tree  plants 600 

Honed  oaltle 97 

Horses 21 

Hogs 21 

Fowls 360 

The  Ctovemmeot  of  Faraway  ceased  to  pay  fares  from  Europe  and 
other  imints,  because  immigrants  availed  themselves  of  the  passage  to 
Bneaos  Ayres  and  there  stopped. 
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RAIUtOADS. 

Th«  Central  Paragnayan  Bailway  has  41  coacheB,  158  care,  and  15 
engines. 

FoMengert  oarritd  from  lfov«mb«r  1,  1896,  to  OoUiber  Si,  1897. 
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The  grand  total  of  the  traffic  of  the  rtulroad  for  the  months  commenc- 
ing with  Ifovember,  1896,  and  ending  with  April,  1897 :  Tons  carried, 
35,412;  packages,  telegnuns,  animals,  etc,  9fi,621. 
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Total  income  fh>in  freight  and  paeseuger  traffic,  $4,444,311.44  paper, 
or  9650,000  gold. 

It  ia  to  be  noted  that  this  railroad  is  only  166  miles  long  and  is  the 
oldest  in  South  America.    It  is  now  ovued  by  ao  EiagUsh  company. 


OOHDIXIOMS. 

A  man  who  represents  some  of  the  largest  baaineas  houses  Id  South 
America  that  handle  United  States  goods,  says  the  ezportations  and 
importatious  nbich  bare  passed  through  his  house  (Henry  Plate,  Asun- 
cion, Faragaay)  from  1893  to  1807,  have  amonDt«d  to  over  91,000,000 
gold,  and  that  d.nring  this  period  of  fonr  years,  only  96,000  gold  has  been 
u>8t  by  bankruptcy  and  other  caoses. 

John  N.  Bufpin,  OmtauL 

ASUNOION,  August  1, 1898. 


TTRTJGTTAT. 

BXPOBT8   AND   TMPOBIS. 


The  department  of  statistics  has  given  out  the  report  of  exports  and 
imports  of  Uruguay  for  the  first  half  of  1898,  from  January  1  to  June 
30,  inclusive.  In  connection  therewith  are  presented  comparisons  vjth 
the  same  periods  of  the  years  1890  and  1887. 

EsporU  and  import*,  January  1  to  Jmw  30, 1896, 1897,  and  J89& 
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The  year  1897  was  marked  by  civil  war,  and  hence  the  greatly 
reduced  total  for  the  period  named.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  total  of 
commercial  transactions  for  the  half  year  of  1898  shows  au  increase  of 
$4,717,000  over  that  of  1897,  which  brings  this  period  up  to  an  average 
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but  little  below  that  of  prerlous  years,  iu  which  this  showing  ^ 
made: 


Y«r. 

T««. 

M,0«.W1 

•aa,Gn.aw 



iii,Bi*;M« 

AtteDtioii  ia  directed  to  the  steadily  decreasing  export  of  slaughter- 
honse  products.  EzamiDatioa  of  the  official  reports  for  the  past  five 
years,  for  the  first  half  of  each  year,  shows  this  result: 


Ymt. 

Amount 

DeonoM. 

i7.s4a.3sa 

lT,MW,llfl 

liSS 

It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the  war  with  Spain  has  been  an  agent  in 
this  great  decrease,  bnt  this  does  not  altogether  serve  as  an  expla- 
iiatiou.  It  is  fonnd  that  American  products  are  steadily  supplanting 
competitora  in  the  Cuban  and  Brazdian  markets,  where  mnch  of  the 
export  from  Uruguay  goes.  In  the  civil  war  of  1897,  tliere  was  no 
great  destrnctiou  of  herds,  so  that  the  decrease  can  not  he  charged  to 
this. 

In  purely  agricultural  products — wheat  and  com — there  has  been  a 
steady,  but  sure,  increase,  the  exports  for  the  first  half  of  1898  amount- 
ing to  $2,958,412,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  Republic.  Exami- 
nation shows  that  every  year,  more  and  more  land  is  brought  under 
cultivatioii  along  the  lines  of  railway,  farm  products  having  provui 
more  remunerative  than  cattle  or  sheep.  Especially  has  this  been  the 
case  in  small  "  estancias,"  where  the  cost  of  operation  in  stock  has  been 
too  high,  whUe  with  grain,  with  the  good  prices  prevailing,  profit  has 
followed,  save  in  the  "locast"  years  of  1896  and  1897.  A  steady 
increase  in  wheat  and  corn  for  export  may  he  safely  counted  upon,-  the 
locust  plague  alone  will  prevent  it. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  direction  general  of  the  civil  registration  has  issued  its  reports 
for  1897,  showing  the  number  of  marriages,  births,  deaths,  and  other 
facts  toaching  the  population  of  the  Republic.  I  condense  the  tables 
as  follows : 

Recorded  marrJafj^eB  in  1896 4,073 

Recorded  mamnges  In  1897 2,746 

DeoreaBe  in  1897 1,327 
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The  population  of  the  Bepablio  is  now  calcnlated  at  824,612,  on  a 
cenans  taken  aeveral  yeara  ago,  deemed  to  be  substantially  correct. 

AI.BBRT   W.   SWALH,   CotWlA. 

MOMTEVIDBO,  Av^mt  31,  1898. 


aVPPLEMBNTARY  REPOST. 
COMMBEOIAi  COIfDlTIOKS  OP  TTBUQUAT. 

Pnrsnant  to  Instractiona  and  consnlar  regnlations,  a  brief  report  on 
commercial  conditions  of  ITragnay  and  their  relations  to  the  United 
Statea  is  herewith  sabmitted. 

In  a  preliminary  way,  it  should  be  stated  that  business  in  the  Bepab- 
lio has  been  seriously  interfered  with  by  the  political  conditions  of 
the  past  two  years.  On  Augnat  25, 1B97,  the  then  Preaideiit,  Idinrte 
Borda,  was  "removed"  by  aasaesination.  Don  Juan  Liudolfo  Gueatas, 
president  of  the  senate,  assumed  executiTe  power  in  accordance  with 
the  constitution,  but  not  at  the  wish  of  congT^ss.  This  led  to  bick- 
ering, and  finally,  on  February  17,  1898,  congress  was  dissolved, 
President  Guestas  assumed  full  powers,  appointed  a  oouncil  of  state 
of  88  representative  men,  and  the  Government  proceeded  in  that  way. 
On  Jnly  4, 1898,  political  events  culminated  in  an  attempt  at  revolu- 
tion by  the  mutiny  of  some  of  the  military  forces  in  the  city  district, 
in  qaelling  which  many  were  killed  and  wounded.  From  February  to 
Jnty,  there  was  constant  unrest  and  toriooil,  seriously  afGeoting  bosi- 
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ness  conditions.  Elections  for  members  of  congress  will  be  belcl  in 
November,  and  that  body  elects  the  President,  who  will  be  inangnrated 
in  March,  1899,  for  a  term  of  fonr  years,  and  if  these  events  can  be 
accomplished  in  a  peaceful  way,  American  trade  will  be  greatly  benefited 
thereby. 

"So  ofBcial  statistics  for  the  first  half  of  1898  are  available  tOQohing 
imports  from  the  United  States  to  TJrugnay,  but  it  is  known  that 
the  imports  are  larger  in  Inmber,  oil,  agricultural  implements,  and 
sundry  items,  than  the  exports  to  our  ports.  The  total  exports  were 
J2,227,840.3S,  which  incloded  the  two  quarters  of  1898,  as  follows: 
Third  quarter,  «596,922.17;  fourth  quarter,  »330,100.34;  a  total  of 
(927,022.51,  Of  this  amonnt,  hides  represented  an  invoice  value  of 
t67T,S18.5Sj  bonee,  horsehair,  glue  stock,  wool,  ostrich  feathers,  meat 
products,  and  whale  catehJngs  make  np  the  remainder.  No  wool  was 
sent  out  iu  the  last  quarter. 

Oareliil  inquiry  among  the  importing  boases,  in  the  lines  of  staple 
cotton  goods,  agricultural  implements,  household  hardware,  lamps, 
revolvers,  and  arms,  shows  a  small  increase  iu  orders,  bat  the  uncertain 
political  conditions  impede  trade.  In  lumber,  of  course,  there  is  no 
competitor  with  the  United  States.  In  refined  kerosene,  some  Baltic 
oil  has  been  imported,  but  its  quality  Is  adversely  commented  on  in 
comparison  with  the  American  grades  sold  in  this  market. 

In  my  report  of  October  3, '  the  SDCcess  of  American  coal  in  Biver  Plate 
ports  is  fully  treated. 

United  States  bicycles  are  slowly  making  their  way  here,  and  will 
bold  their  own.  There  is  competition,  that  can  be  overcome^  with  a 
very  cheap  foreign  machine.  When  an  American  bicycle  depot  la  estab- 
lished here,  such  as  foreign  machines  have,  the  trade  will  develop  in  a 
much  more  satisfoctory  way.  In  its  practical  work,  the  United  States 
bicycle  has  been  fonnd  satisfactory  in  this  section  of  South  America, 
and  holds  a  higher  reputation  than  foreign  makes. 

The  total  of  cattle  and  meat  products  exported  from  Umgnay  for  the 
first  half  of  1S98  is  given  out  officially  at  $14,922,467,  which,  of  course, 
covers  the  main  yield  and  exports  for  the  year.  The  unofficial  reports 
for  the  weeks  since  Jnne  30  show  a  great  loss  in  value  and  volume. 
These  products  cover  all  hides,  skins,  boues,  horns,  hoofs.  Jerked  be^ 
meat  extracts — in  fact  all  that  emanates  from  slaughterhouses. 

In  this  connection,  I  can  not  forbear  again  mentioning  the  item  of 
tas^o,  or  jerk^  beef.  The  annual  value  of  this  product  for  the  last 
seven  years  averages  $4,000,000,  gold.  There  has  been  exported  to 
Cuba  every  year  some  3,000  tons  of  this  Jerked  beef,  or  the  product  of 
about  33,000  head  of  cattle.  A  very  considerable  amount  has  also  fonnd 
its  way  to  Porto  Rico,  but  the  changed  political  conditions  of  these  two 
islands,  it  is  expected  by  the  slaughterhouse  men  here,  will  cause  an 
opening  for  American  products  in  those  markets.  It  is  frankly  stated 
that  the  American  method  of  meat  curing  is  superior  in  its  way,  and 
that  while  tasajo,  or  Jerked  beef,  may  not  be  presented  there  in  the 
shape  in  which  it  comes  from  this  market,  meat  will  be  offered  in  a 
more  palatable  form,  of  much  more  value  as  a  food  and  at  less  cost. 
It  seems  that  the  Spanish  customs  tariffs  on  this  product  have  been 
induenced  by  the  producers  of  jerked  beef,  and  have  operated  against 
the  barreled  or  canvased  prodnct  ftvm  the  United  Stat«s.  In  the 
natural  order  of  events,  it  is  expected  by  producers  here  that  matters 
will  be  adjusted  on  a  more  even  scale,  which,  with  the  superior  quality 

I  Advance  Sheets,  N«.  903,  December  20, 1898;  Cooanlu'  Reporta,  No.  233,  Much, 
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of  the  American  product,  and  the  nearness  of  the  market  to  the  source 
of  Bnpply,  will  give  it  vholly  to  American  producers.  This  will  leave 
BrazU  as  the  only  cnstomer  for  this  product  of  Uruguay.  Comment  is 
now  made  in  the  public  press  on  the  absence  of  all  treaties  between 
Uruguay  with  the  United  States,  by  which  this  product  of  Uruguay 
ma;  find  a  favored  entrance,  as  being  an  article  not  made  by  any  other 
cattle- producing  country  in  the  world  in  a  large  way. 

OaoDed  prodncts  of  the  United  States,  such  as  fruits,  salmon,  clams, 
and  lobstw,  evaporated  fruits,  now  appear  in  this  market  in  greater 
quantities  than  last  year.  The  very  beavy  duty,  however,  will  prevent 
any  general  use,  as  the  retail  price  is  above  the  reach  of  the  masses. 
'When  canned  peaches  and  apples  are  held  at  from  40  to  60  cents,  gold, 
per  can,  retail,  about  90  per  cent  of  all  tables  will  not  know  them. 
Since  78  per  cent  of  the  funds  necessary  for  Government  finances  come 
from  duties  collect«d  at  the  custom-houses,  and  there  is  a  population  of 
only  850,000  to  supply,  the  reason  for  high  and  practically  prohibitive 
duties  will  be  apparent. 

United  States  manu&ctnrers  are  winning  their  way  slowly  but  sorely 
In  Uruguay.  My  predecessors  in  consular  work  here  have  given  much 
nsefnl  information  as  to  the  local  trade,  and  it  has  borne  good  results, 
but  the  establishment  of  a  distinctively  American  warehouse  would 
be  one  of  the  most  successful  ventures  in  the  interest  of  our  trade 
that  ooald  be  named.  I  speak  from  practical  observation  here,  where 
the  French  and  Germans,  as  well  as  the  English,  show  their  handi- 
work of  every  kind  and  character,  ready  to  supply  the  needs  of  the 
population. 

Albbbt  W.  Swalh,  Consul. 

MOHTBViDBO,  October  14,  1898. 
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VENEZUEIiA. 
LA  GUAIBA. 

Keferring  to  circular  dated  August  6,  ia  re^rd  to  oommerce  and 
indostries  of  tluB  country,  I  inclose  official  statistics  covering  the  first 
lublf  of  this  year. 

B.  SOHUHOE,  Vice-CoHSul. 

La.  Guaira,  October  8, 1898. 
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Under  date  of  •Tanoary  10,  1899,  Consul  Gtoldsohmidt  writes  from 
La  Oaa^a : 

I  give  below  statiBtics  coDoerniog  basineaB  at  this  port  dariog  the 
past  year,  I  have  collected  them  witb  great  pains  and  at  coasiderable 
ezpeDBe. 
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Total  sUpmeats  of  cofl^  and  cocoa  from  the  port  of  La  Ooayra 
daring  the  year  ended  December  31, 1898,  were:  Coffee,  2^,101  bags, 
veigbt,  30,256,911  ponnds;  cocoa,  97,781  bags,  weight,  11,466,078 
ponnds;  skins,  594  bales,  weight,  89,729  poands;  hides,  92,879,  weight, 
2,091,112  ponnds;  sabadilla,  1,659  bags,  weight,  171,769  ponnds. 

The  total  amount  of  duties  collected  by  the  cnstom-honse  at  La  G-oayra 
daring  1893  was  ¥3,036,969. 

Arrival  of  (l«a«if  Mj»  <n  La  Ovagra  during  tie  ytar  anding  Doofmber  31,  1S98, 
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UABACAIBO. 

I  forward  herewith  report  od  the  commercial  relations  of  this  oon- 
saiar  district,  for  the  flret  Biz  months  of  the  year  1898. 

I  regret  to  say  that  no  pleasing  news  can  be  given;  the  ciril  war  in 
Veoezaela,  the  war  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  the  small- 
poz  epidemic  all  over  the  country,  and  the  unprecedented  low  prices  of 
the  main  staple,  coffee,  had  the  most  depressing  influence  npon  trade. 
The  withdrawal  of  regular  steamship  communication  had  ^so  a  very 
bad  effect. 

The  quantity  of  coffee  brought  to  market  decreased  during  the  civil 
war,  as  most  of  the  river  and  lake  steamers  were  used  by  the  Govern- 
ment. These  drawbacks  are  now  over,  peace  is  restored,  and  were  it 
not  tbr  the  low  coffee  prices,  better  times  could  be  hoped  for. 

Money  has  beeu  very  scarce  and  could  not  be  obtained  m  transact 
busiuess.  Of  course,  the  very  large  houses  have  not  suffered  so  much, 
but  many  of  the  smaller  firms  have  felt  the  BtringeDcy  of  the  money 
market. 

It  is  true  that  there  la  a  bank  at  Maracaibo,  bat  this  institution  has 
only  a  limited  capital  and  lends  money  chiefly  on  real  estate.  When  it 
is  considered  that  about  500,000  qnintais  (1,102,300  pounds)  of  coffee 
are  shipped  yearly  fi-om  this  consular  district,  not  counting  the  great 
trade  in  cacao,  hides,  skins,  and  other  products,  it  seems  that  three  to 
four  large  banking  houses  conld  do  a  permanent  and  lucrative  business 
here;  but  strange  to  say,  the  locality  has  not  yet  attracted  the  attention 
of  banking  institutions  abroad. 

In  many  of  my  reports  I  have  spoken  of  the  natural  riches  of  Vene- 
zuela, and  especially  of  the  western  part.  There  are  lakes  of  asphalt 
and  all  kinds  of  minerals  in  abundance,  the  most  valnable  woods,  and 
fertile  soil. 

A  few  miles  from  Maracaitra,  on  the  other  side  of  the  lake,  are  lands 
on  which  for  thirty  years  sugar  cane  has  given  satisfactory  returns 
without  being  replanted.  Com  gives  two  rich  crops  a  year  on  uncul- 
tivated lands.  Kice,  which  is  mostly  imported,  can  be  cnltiTated  with 
good  success. 

The  shores  of  the  large  Lake  of  Maracaibo  are  well  adapted  for  cocoa- 
tree  plantations,  as  weU  as  for  bauana  cultivation,  yet  hardly  anything 
is  done  in  these  lines,  as  the  people  have  not  the  means  to  develop  the 
riches  of  the  country. 

Cotton  can  be  planted  with  success,  the  soil  being  especially  adapted 
to  produce  a  long,  silky  fiber.  To-day,  no  attention  is  paid  to  this  lucra- 
tive industry;  all  cotton  goods  fure  imported  from  Europe  and  the 
United  States.  All  that  is  needed  is  foreign  capital  to  open  the  many 
branches  of  industry. 

Yeneznela  has  a  gold  standard  and  finctuatioDS  of  the  money  market 
are  little  known.    Under  the  government  of  Gen.  Ignacio  Andrade,  now 
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Fresideot  of  Venezaela,  this  coaatry  is  bound  to  prosper,  and  I  am  con- 
Tinced  that  be  would  moBt  gladly  aseist  any  Anieri<san  capitalist  or 
manafactarer  willing  to  start  enterprises. 

I  have  lately  received  many  letters  from  parties  engaged  in  tbe  rais 
ing  of  cattle,  asking  information  abont  this  indnstry  in  Venezuela  and 
if  I  believe  this  conntry  snitable  for  stock  raising.  From  my  long  res- 
idence here  and  personal  observation,  I  can  fully  recommend  this  conn- 
try  for  such  purposes.  Abundance  of  fine  grazing  lands  can  be  had  tor 
very  low  prices,  in  localities  suitable  for  foreigners,  among  kind  and 
peaceable  people.  What  is  required  for  success  in  this  industry  is  to 
take  personal  care  of  the  bnsiness,  and  not  leave  it  In  the  hands  of 
Irresponsible  persons.  I  would  also  recommend  the  raising  of  goats, 
which  give  large  returns ;  tbe  meat  can  be  suited,  dried,  and  sold  to  the 
people  of  the  Oordillera,  and  the  skius  will  find  a  ready  market  in  the 
Uaited  States. 

There  Ib  only  one  new  industry  established  here,  a  shoe  factory  with 
Americaa  macfaioery. 

I  would  have  been  pleased  to  forward  statistics  of  imports  into  this 
consular  district,  but  I  can  not  obtain  them;  they  are  seat  at  onoe  by 
the  cnstom'house  authorities  to  Caracas. 

E.  H.  PLUMi,GHES,  ContttL 

Mabacaibo,  October  13,  1898. 


SUPPLEMEHTARY  REPORT. 

I  submit  a  report  upon  the  commercial  condition  of  this  consular 
dlstrtctjand  I  beg  to  refer  to  the  inclosed  statistical  report  for  tbe  year 
ending  December,  1898,  giving  tbe  principal  articles  shipped  during  the 
year  to  the  Cnited  States : 


The  qoantiQr  of  coffee  shipped  from  this  port  has  greatly  increased, 
notwithstanding  internal  difficulties  and  me  civil  war  in  Venezuela 
daring  the  last  year,  bat  tbe  price  is  to-day  lower  than  during  tbe  last 
twenty  years. 

In  1896,  there  was  shipped  throagh  this  oonsniar  office  51,499,398 
pounds  of  coffee,  at  a  declared  value  of  $7,934,959.43,  gold. 

In  1897,  there  went  with  consular  invoices  to  the  United  States 
62^,620  pounds,  at  a  value  of  16,569,693.16,  gold. 

Daring  the  last  twelve  months,  tJiere  were  sent  55,140,533  pounds  of 
coffee,  at  A  declared  value  of  only  •5,070,038,94,  gold. 

These  figures  speak  for  themselves.  Notwithstanding  the  increased 
quantity  forwarded,  the  returns  in  money  have  diminished  by  tbe  round 
sun  of  $2,914,920.49  in  two  years. 

The  depression  in  the  value  of  coffee  seems  to  be  periodical,  and 
therefore  better  times  are  hoped  for  in  the  future;  yet,  it  can  not  be 
denied  that  it  is  very  hard  on  the  coffee  planters  and  on  the  merchants 
who  advance  the  money  to  the  planters,  and  on  commerce  here  gener- 
ally.   Coffee  is  the  main  staple  of  this  consular  district. 

The  production  seems  to  be  on  the  increase  in  all  coffee-growing  conn- 
tries,  but  Maracaibo  coffee  is  known  for  its  saperiority  over  other 
coffees;  it  is  very  often  sold  as  coming  from  Java. 


r..,z.d.vCoOt^lc 
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EIDBS  AND  SKIHH. 

The  export  of  hides  beoomes  larger  from  year  to  year.  In  1894,  the 
exports  to  the  United  States,  according  to  the  invoice  value  declared, 
Tere  (18,314^8,  gold.  The  year  1896  showed  an  increase  bo  $62,181.84. 
Dnring  the  calendar  year  1897,  the  export  was  $72,850.60,  gold,  while 
during  the  last  year,  ending  December,  1898,  804,967  pounds  of  hides, 
at  a  valne  of  191,682.95,  gold,  were  shipped. 

In  regard  to  the  export  of  skios  to  the  United  States,  a  considerable 
improvement  is  also  noted.  Unring  the  last  calendar  year,  exports  from 
this  port  amoonted  to  171,924  pounds,  at  a  declared  valne  of  $26,069.92, 
gold,  while  in  1897,  the  valae  was  $14,986.86,  and  in  1896,  $12,199.29. 
Aa  there  are  now  at  thle  place  commercial  houses  which  make  a  spe- 
cialty of  the  purchase  of  skins,  there  will  be,  no  doubt,  a  greater  increase 
of  exportation,  aud  more  care  will  be  taken  iu  the  packing  and  selec- 
tion of  the  skins  for  foreign  markets. 

BAI^BAM  COPAIBA. 

The  export  of  this  valuable  article  is  also  on  the  increase,  yet  it  is 
not  by  any  means  what  it  could  be,  in  viev  of  the  great  unexplored 
forests  of  this  oonsolar  district. 

In  1896,  exports  to  the  17Dit«d  States  were  $761.15,  gold;  in  1897,  the 
export  increased  to  $8,209.60,  gold,  while  this  year  shows  an  export  of 
36,966  pounds,  at  an  invoice  valae  of  $11,280.79. 

FISH  SOUNDS. 

While  the  calendar  year  of  1897  shows  an  ezptnl  value  of  $10,420.60, 
there  was  exported  this  last  year  about  double— $20,061.01,  gold.  This 
industry  could  also  be  enlarged  greatly;  most  of  the  fishing  is  done  by 
hooks  and  small  nets;  fishing,  as  it  ia  understood  among  us,  is  yet 
unknown.  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  fishery  established  on  a  large  si^e 
and  with  sufficient  capital  and  trained  hands,  would  do  an  immense 
business  in  the  Gulf  of  Maracaibo  and  its  lake. 

Fish  sounds  are  becoming  more  and  more  iu  demand,  and  all  dried 
fish  could  find  an  easy  market  in  the  Interior  and  the  Cordillera  Stat«8. 
At  certain  seasons,  the  lower  part  of  the  Lake  of  Maracaibo  swarms 
with  enormooe  shoals  of  fish  of  all  kinds,  but  especially  with  the  cur- 
bina  fish,  so  much  valued  for  its  bladder,  or  fish  sounds. 


In  1896,  exports  to  the  States  were  valaed  at  $8,187.49;  in  1897,  the 
declared  valne  was  $19,661.20;  the  calendar  year  of  ISSS  closes  with 
an  invoice  valne  of  $16,614.79  for  227,380  pounds.  Since  the  prices  of 
coffee  have  come  so  low,  the  people  pay  more  attention  to  other  articles, 
especially  to  cocoa,  an  abundance  of  which  grows  iu  tho  Ferij&  district, 
but  which  has  been  neglected  for  want  of  cheap  transportation.  Ferijfi 
cocoa  ranges  first  among  all  others,  and  will  have  a  fiiture  as  soon  as 
the  Peru&  Bailroad  is  constructed.  The  railroad  would  have  been 
already  in  operation,  as  the  capital  could  be  found  iu  the  United  States, 
but  the  syndicate  here  neglected  the  renewal  of  the  concession  before 
the  miuister  of  public  worka,  and  operations  will  have  to  be  postponed 
until  the  new  concession  arrives  from  Caracas.  Once  this  railroad  is 
built  into  the  heart  of  the  Peru4  district,  Maracaibo  will  gain  greatly, 
as  this  road  will  open  one  of  the  finest  and  richest  sections  of  Sonth 


COHUEBCUL  RELATIONS. 
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Exports  in  1897  to  the  United  States  were  $850.38;  daring  the  year 
1898,  they  were  only  (669.33.  Every  year  the  export  becomes  less, 
Thlle  it  Bhoald  be  the  opposite,  as  the  forests  teem  with  trees  which 
give  the  qainia  bark.  I  believe  it  is  dae  to  the  lack  of  capital,  that  so 
many  remaoerative  euterprises  now  lie  dormant. 

WOODS  Airo  BmmTi. 

The  export  of  these  articles,  which  can  be  foaud  in  iiiexhanstible 
qaantities,  has  nearly  come  to  a  stop.  Only  cedar  wood,  at  a  value  of 
$1,063.50;  boxwood,  $3,019.39;  ebony,  $212.30;  alganobo  wood,  $19.23; 
navanjillo  wood,  $50  (the  last  two  as  samples),  but  no  lignnm  vita)  or 
other  valuable  woods  have  been  exported.  The  only  reason  for  this  I 
can  find  is  the  war  with  Spain,  which  for  the  time  npset  entirely  oar 
regular  steamship  coatiection  with  the  United  States,  and  intermpted 
ail  enterprises  with  sailing  vessels. 

HBEOH  PLUMBS. 

Exports  of  plumes  amounted  to  15|  pounds,  at  an  invoice  value  of 
$2,141.25.  As  this  industry  is  now  under  control  of  the  federal  Gkivem- 
ment,  I  think  that  the  export  will  become  less.  The  wanton  killing  of 
these  birds  and  total  destruction  of  the  rooks  made  it  obligatory  for 
the  Government  to  iuterrene,  as  otherwise  the  birds  would  have  become 
extinct  or  been  driven  away  f^m  tbe  lakes,  rivers,  aad  swamps,  where 
they  have  done  good  work  in  destivying  snakes,  etc 

BtTBBBB,   WOOL,  ASPHALTDM. 

The  export  to  the  United  States  was  only  $187.60.  It  coald  amount 
to  thoosauds,  if  the  people  had  the  capital  to  develop  this  industry. 
The  rubber  tree  is  plentinil  in  this  eoontry  and  could  readily  be  culti- 
vated. 

The  value  of  tbe  wool  shipped  to  the  United  States  amounted  to 
$2,553.63.  As  this  country  is  known  to  be  excellent  for  sheep  raising, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  more  attention  will  be  given  to  this  industry  in 
the  future. 

The  asphaltum  shipped  to  the  United  States,  to  tbe  value  of  $223.73, 
was  only  a  sample.  The  entire  State  of  Zulia  is  dotted  with  asphaltum 
lakes  and  springs  in  a  hard  condition,  looking  like  caunel  coal. 

[n  my  final  remarks,  I  shall  again  refer  to  asphaltum  and  the  other 
mineral  wealth  of  this  consular  district. 

BEMABKS. 

The  calendar  year  160!^  has  been  tbe  worst  that  Yeuezuelan  commerce 
has  known.  Civil  war,  quarantine  against  Venezuelan  ports,  t^e 
war  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  the  low  prices  of  the  main 
staple  of  export,  cofl'ee,  have  brought  on  an  absolute  stagnation  to 
commerce.  This  is  much  more  felt  here  than  it  would  be  in  other  plaoee 
where  banks  are  established,  and  where  there  is  a  chance  for  a  maa 
with  property  to  obtain  money  at  a  reasonable  interest. 

It  speaks  well  for  the  healthy  condition  of  the  commerce  of  Maraoaibo 
that,  taking  into  consideration  all  these  disadvantages,  there  was  hardly 
any  failure  of  consequence  daring  tbe  last  year. 
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Kotwitbstandiii^  the  drawbacks,  commercial.  relatiouB  with  the 
United  Btat«ii  seem  to  be  increasiog,  especially  in  tbe  dry-gooda  mu-- 
ket.  Formerly,  most  of  the  prints  came  from  England  and  Germany, 
bat  to-day,  ia  the  large  stores,  very  handsome  prints  made  iu  the 
United  States  are  seen.  A  large  importer  of  these  articles  a  few  days 
ago  was  kind  enough  to  take  me  over  his  establishment,  and  I  was 
astonished  and  pleasied  to  hear  that  now  most  of  his  imported  goods 
come  from  the  United  States.  He  admitted  that  if  we  continued  to 
improve  in  onr  textile  prodacts,  we  wonld  in  future  surely  gain 
sapremacy  in  the  market, 

Mr.  Emil  Herrenbrack,  who  is  well  informed  as  to  the  trade  in  dry 
goods  and  textiles  iu  Europe,  and  is  now  establishing  a  commissiou 
house  iu  this  city,  said  to  me : 


in  tbe  laat  year,  Tbilo  all  imports  of  EngliBh,  Freuoh,  and  QermkQ  dry  goods  have 
conBiderably  diminished,  on  aocouat  of  tbe  bad  state  of  affairB  in  Venezuela,  the 
demand  for  United  States  goods  grew  steadily. 

Now  that  these  goods  have  wod  a  place  Id  this  maiket,  It  should  be  the  aim  of 
United  States  manufactDreia  to  gain  more  gronnd.  Ihe  principal  American  textile* 
introdnced  here  are:  Gray  sheeting  and  drilling  (liencilio  j  coton  orudo  6  mantaj. 
Very  little  new  can  be  said  about  this  article ;  it  is  the  one  m  demand,  and  rules  tbe 
marhetfl  here.  It  has  happened  at  times  that  merchants  here  bare  imported  them  in 
small  quantities  from  England,  but  these  have  never  been  abie  to  compete  sacceea- 
fuUy  with  the  American  maoDfactures. 

Gray  ducks  (lona  y  loneta)  and  tiokings  (cot4>n  6  listadoe  para  hamacas)  have  also 
~  good  demand.  The  inoreaee  in  importation  of  United  States  goods  bos  bfen  espe- 
'~  prints.  This  kind  of  eoous  has  lately  found  a  very  good  marhet,  and 
y;_  .,._  __._  _.„, ^  , ._t  fjjj j:_ ,__. ._ 
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undoubtedly,  tbe  sale  will  be  much  larger;  hat  Ai  m  uDUDmuj  lui  lucuiuiovLmcin  >» 
pay  more  attention  to  the  wishes  of  purchasers.  The  buyers  often  oomplain  that 
the  pieces  of  American  prints  are  too  long.  The  English  mtumfaotnrers  seud  pieces 
-'"^  ->r  30  to  32  yards,  while  the  United  States  cuts  contain  60  to  even  60  aud  mora 


Printed  drills,  checks,  and  plaids  are  goods  that  sell  on  a  very  large  scale.  Not 
very  long  ago,  a  firm  in  Manchester  sold  a  sort  of  printed  drill  imitating  exactly  the 
American  labels,  style  of  patting  up  the  piecea,  etc.  Lately,  tbe  demaud  for  a  sort 
oalled  "macana"  has  grown.  T^is  is  very  much  used  in  the  Cordillera  in  40  to  15 
yard  lengths.    Pieces  of  60  and  more  yards  are  not  salable. 

In  bleached  shirtings  (madapol^)  tbe  English  marks  rule  tbe  market,  and  until 
liow%  they  are  unsurpassed  in  cheapness,  quality,  and  finish.  A  Rrm  here  imported 
lately  for  trial  a  bale  of  American  madapol^n.  The  quality  was  very  good,  but  the 
merchandise  had  no  sale,  as  it  had  not  been  finished  according  to  tbe  people's  taste. 

The  demaud  for  white  shirting  is  relatively  large,  and  I  advise  United  States  manu. 
faeturers  to  gain  the  market  by  flnishing  their  goods  in  oooordaDoe  with  the  wishes 
of  their  customers. 

Should  the  advice  of  an  expert  like  Mr.  Herrenbmck  be  followed,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  would  materially  help  our  trade  in  that  class  of 
merohandise. 

Daring  the  last  year,  the  letters  from  our  merchants  asking  for  infor- 
mation have  greatly  increased.  From  California  came  many  inquiries 
as  to  possible  openings  for  California  winea,  brandies,  and  raisins.  Our 
people  iu  the  United  States  should  bear  in  mind  that  all  goods  imported 
into  Venezuela  pay  duties  on  gross  weight,  conseqnently,  goods  packed 
in  thick  boxes  of  heavy  wood  can  not  be  sold  as  cheaply  as  those  i>acked 
in  light  weight  cases. 

I  will  illnstrate  this  on  a  small  scale  by  my  own  experience  last 
Christmas.  It  has  been  my  custom  to  invite  on  this  day  children  of 
my  neighbors  of  the  poorer  class,  and  to  give  them  sweet  cakes, 
raisins,  almonds,  etc.  As  several  boxes  of  raisins  had  to  be  bought 
for  this  occasion,  my  clerk  asked  what  kind  I  wanted — European  or  ' 
Americani  I  told  bim  by  all  means  American  raisins.  They  were 
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boaght,  bot  I  foaud  that  I  had  made  a  bad  bargain  on  account  of  the 
heavy  boxiug.  Tbe  wood  of  the  boxes  of  the  Oalifomia  raiains  was 
aboat  double  in  thickness  and  much  heavier  in  weight  Conseqaently 
I  bad  paid  for  the  wood  and  was  short  of  raisins,  and  I  bad  to  bay 
another  box. 

The  qoalitf  is  more  or  less  the  same,  bnt  the  qnantity  in  a  box  is 
mach  in  favor  of  the  Earopean  product.  This  example  holds  good  for 
almost  every  box  of  merchandise  sent  from  the  United  States,  as  no 
consideration  is  given  to  its  heavy  weight.  There  is  no  reason  why 
Oalifomia  wines  and  brandies  and  A'nits  should  not  be  introdaced  into 
the  markets  of  Venezuela,  but  our  friends  at  home  must  stndy  the 
requirements  of  this  conntry,  iu  order  to  coutend  successfully  with 
Europe. 

Up  to  this  time,  only  tbe  commission  bouses  in  New  York  doing  buai- 
nesB  with  Yenezaela  understand  tbe  exigencies  of  the  cnstom-honses; 
for  South  and  Central  American  trade,  the  greatest  care  should  be 
taken  in  packing  goods.  Mercbauts  here  have  often  given  minute 
instructious  to  their  Mends  in  the  United  States  &om  whom  they 
ordered  goods,  but  seldom,  is  their  advice  followed. 

Goods  seiit  here  are  packed  aa  if  they  were  intended  for  traffic  within 
the  United  States.  Goods  of  different  classes  should  not  be  packed  iu 
the  same  box  or  bale.  If,  for  instance,  a  half  dozen  silver  spoons  are 
packed  in  a  box  containing  the  cheapest  cotton  goods,  the  cnstom- 
house  here  would  class  that  box  as  contaiDing  silverware,  and  add  to  it 
a  heavy  fine. 

These  things  often  come  under  my  observation.  My  interference  is 
asked  by  our  merchants,  but  is  in  most  cases  of  no  value,  as  months 
may  have  passed  before  the  case  is  reported  to  me,  and  oouseqaently 
the  custom-hoase  authorities,  with  expreBsious  of  great  regret,  declare 
that  they  can  not  aecommodate  the  consul,  as  tbe  case  is  already  out  of 
their  hands  and  the  documeuts  sent  to  Caracas.  I  have  so  often,  in 
my  annual  and  special  reports,  spoken  upon  this  subject  of  packing 
and  invoicing  goods  for  Venezuela,  that  I  can  only  Lope  that  by  sad 
experience,  our  people  at  home  will  learn  to  be  more  careful  and  attend 
to  their  foreign  business  as  European  merchants  do. 

I  have  received  during  the  last  year  a  great  many  letters  from  our 
best  and  largest  brewing  establishments  in  the  United  States,  requesting 
information  as  to  the  introduction  of  beer  in  this  market.  United  States 
beer  can  stand  competition  with  European  brands;  but  if  our  brewers 
intend  to  send  their  ptodncta  to  these  countries,  they  must  begin  to 
study  packing,  etc.  The  heavy  boxes,  the  big  nails,  the  clumsy  bottles, 
and  many  other  things  might  be  done  away  with. 

I  have  lately  seen  United  States  beer  with  a  new  kind  of  light  stopper; 
all  these  improvements  will  help  to  reduce  the  weight.  A  light  wire 
case  of  such  dimensions  that  the  wire  may  be  used  for  other  purposes 
might  help  greatly.    These  are  questions  fur  brewers  to  consider. 

I  would  advise  our  export  companies  to  study  tbe  customs  and  wants 
of  the  people  of  these  Central  and  South  American  Kepnblica  witti 
which  they  intend  to  do  business  ou  a  large  scale,  to  stody  the  custom- 
house laws  of  these  countries,  and  to  be  careful  in  the  selection  of  tbeir 
traveling  agents.  Men  of  good  address,  polite  manners,  and  a  knowl- 
edge of  country  and  language,  are  needed  for  this  work.  They  should 
remember  that  they  have  to  compete  with  the  trained  agents  of  Euro- 
pean houses. 

I  have  known  United  States  agents,  instead  of  coming  to  a  oonenlar 
officer  for  advice,  to  appoint  representatives  here  who  are  uot  looked 
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QpOD  80  responsible.  Sales  are  made  by  some  traveling  agents  in  th« 
most  Cftreless  vay,  and  tbe  consequence  ia  that  later  on,  the  export  com- 
pany writes  to  the  consnl  to  save  what  can  be  saved  Irom  a  contract, 
where  neither  the  buyer  nor  the  seller  seemed  to  have  had  a  clear 
understanding. 

In  spite  of  all  these  drawbacks,  which  we  will  overcome  as  soon  as 
oar  merchants  and  mauufacturers  give  attention  to  the  wants  of  this 
country,  and  especially  to  its  tariff  laws,  we  are  gaining  in  the  compe- 
tition with  European  countries. 

The  development  of  Venezuela  is  noticeable.  Maracaibo,  as  well  as 
all  the  principal  cities  of  the  Kepublic,  shows  a  great  increase  in  solid 
bouses;  the  pavement  of  its  streets  is  better;  sanitary  conditions  have 
been  greatly  improved ;  electric  lights,  telephones,  and  street  cars  have 
been  established,  and  many  other  mqdem  improveoients  introdnced. 
The  influence  of  prosperity  is  seen  in  cities  and  towns,  but  the  conntry 
seems  not  to  have  made  material  progress  as  yet. 

Yenezaela  is  rich  in  everything,  but  needs  development  and  foreign 
capital.  Thecountryneedsmeauaof  communication  between  thecities 
and  towns,  be  it  by  commou  wagon  road  or  light  railways  or  steam 
tramways.  The  cost  of  such  roads  would  not  be  great,  but  they  would 
be  an  important  factor  in  the  exploitation  of  the  riches  of  the  country. 

The  minister  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  industry  of  Venezuela 
has  jnst  issued  a  decree,  fixing  a  time  for  the  payment  of  taxes  due  on 
mining  concessions  granted  by  the  Government.  Defaalters  will  for- 
feit their  concessions  and  the  mines  will  revert  to  the  country.  Reforms 
in  the  mining  laws  are  needed. 

In  this  western  part  of  Venezuela,  mining  is  yet  unknown,  althongh 
minerals  of  alt  classes,  coal,  asphaltnm,  and  petroleum,  abound  oa  the 
Lake  of  Maracaibo.  Many  mines  have  been  taken  up,  but  not  one  has 
been  worked. 

Many  mine  holders  do  not  know  the  exact  location  of  the  property 
tbey  claim  nnder  the  law.  Others  have  not  paid  the  smalt  fee  which 
the  Government  demands  for  the  titles.  Last  year,  a  United  States 
investor  made  an  optional  contract  with  some  parties  in  Maracaibo  for 
ooal  lands  and  asphalt  mines.  The  owners  did  not  know  the  exact 
location  of  the  property,  as  they  never  had  been  there.  It  was  foand 
that  the  coal  was  not  coal,  but  hard  asplialtuui,  like  cannel  coal.  The 
Bale  was  not  accomplished,  as  the  owners  of  the  titles  wanted  too  much 
money.  This  year,  another  party  in  the  United  States  wanted  to  tmns- 
act  business  with  the  same  parties,  and  I  was  authorized  to  attend  to 
their  int«rests.  The  holders  of  the  titles  asked  several  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  These  mines  are  some  distance  from  the  lake,  and  it  will 
be  necessary  to  build  a  railroad.  For  a  franchise  for  this  railway, 
which  was  granted  aboot  ten  years  ago  by  the  legislature  of  the  State 
of  Znlia,  the  sum  of  $20,000  was  ask^. 

The  legislature  here  would  be  only  too  glad  to  grant  concessions  f^'ee 
to  dozens  of  mining  enterprises,  if  they  were  asked  for. 

If  the  mining  laws  were  changed  so  tbat  persons  who  hold  mines  and 
do  not  exploit  them  inside  of  a  certain  time — say  from  one  to  two 
years — would  lose  their  right  to  the  property,  it  would  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  country. 

As  the  law  stands  to-day,  it  lias  a  pernicious  indnence  npon  the  devel- 
opment of  mining  in  Venezuela,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  by  the  nest 
assembly  of  Congress  in  Caracas,  steps  will  be  taken  to  improve  these 
conditions. 

E.  U.  Plumaoheb,  Conaul. 

Mabaoaibo,  Janvary  18, 1899.  '-      -^ |., 
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EijforUfrttm  Maraea^eontalitrdUtneltothv  Vnii^  Slalet  during  Iheoalatdar  fear  I8S$. 
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SHIPPINO  AT  MABAOAIBO. 

The  wai  witli  Spalu  Lad  a  great  iuflueuce  upon  tlie  arrival  of  Uuited 
States  vessels  at  thia  port,  ^o  sailing  vessel  uuder  our  flag  appeared, 
and  for  some  time,  oar  steamers  were  withdrawn  on  acooont  of  the 
preBence  of  the  fleet  of  Admiral  Oervera  iu  these  waters. 

The  American  Bed  U  Line  of  steamers,  Messrs.  Boalton,  Bliss  & 
Dallett,  was  obliged  to  place  steamers  under  Uerinan  and  British  flags 
in  order  to  carry  on  the  regular  business.  For  a  time,  we  were  withoat 
any  commauicatiou  with  the  United  States,  bat  all  this  was  of  short 
duration. 

The  loss  of  the  steamer  Maracaibo  on  the  coast  of  Faragaana,  on  her 
regular  trip  to  Maracaibo  from  Curasao,  has  been  a  great  drawback  to 
regular  commanicatioo,  but  I  understand  that  the  owners  of  the 
American  Bed  D  Line  have  already  under  conBtruotion  a  new  steamer, 
with  the  best  and  most  modern  accommodations,  for  the  passenger  serv- 
ice between  Maracaibo.  Curasao  and  other  Venezuelan  ports,  making 
close  connections  with  their  regular  steamers  for  the  Uuited  States. 

To  replace  those  steamers  of  the  Bed  D  Line  which  were  sold  to  the 
United  States  Government  for  naval  service,  new  ships  with  greater 
speed  and  all  modern  improvements  are  already  under  construction. 

In  comparison  with  former  years,  very  few  sailing  vessels  under 
foreign  flags  arrived  from  Europe.  Thia  was  due  to  the  low  coffee  prices 
and  the  stagnation  of  commerce. 

From  the  16th  of  February,  steatners  belonging  to  tbe  Hamburg- 
American  Line  will  leave  Hamburg  monthly  and  call  at  the  following 
ports :  Havre,  Barbadoes,  Trinidad,  Oiudad  Bolivar,  Gampano,  Gaman&, 
Ouanta  (Barcelona),  and  Maracaibo,  and  will  probably,  when  loaded, 
return  tbe  same  way.  These  steamers  are  cargo  boats,  but  will  also 
accommodate  passengers,  each  having  twenty  cabins.  The  two  sfaipe 
especially  devoted  to  this  service  are  called  the  Borkum  and  2forder%ey, 
and  have  1,233  tons,  500  horsepower,  and  a  speed  of  9  knots. 

It  is  said  that  they  carry  l,tM>0  tons,  and  thanks  to  their  nearly  flat 
bottom  and  water-tank  ballast  of  371  tons,  they  will  easily  be  able  to 
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cross  the  bar  of  Maracaibo.    With  9  feetdraft,  it  is  said,  they  can  carry 
600  tons  eargo,  and  with  11  feet,  about  1,000  tons. 

I  have  no  donbt  that  these  steamen  will  find  enough  freight  Id  Earope 
fbT  Maracaibo,  and  it  will  be  a  death  blow  to'  sailing  vesselB  from 
Europe  to  this  port. 

The  retuTD  freights,  ho  wever,  will  probably  not  be  large,  as  the  Amer- 
ican line  of  Meesrs.  Bonlton,  Bliss  &  Dallett,  Xew  York,  Is  more  con- 
venient fbr  shippers  of  coffee  to  Enropean  markets. 

Coasting  trade  has  greatly  improved,  and  river  and  lake  traffic  by 
steamers  and  sailing  vessels  is  rapidly  increasing.  The  new  wharves 
and  the  landing  piers  for  the  steamers  are  open^  to  the  pnblic,  and 
the  new  castom-honse,  with  its  large,  commodions  warehouses,  is  now 
occapied. 

E.  B.  Plumachkr,  OomuL 

Maracaibo,  January  20,  1899. 


PTTERTO  CABOUX>. 

I  have  with  mnch  difflcalty  obtained  l^m  the  records  in  the  cnstom- 
hooses  at  this  port  the  following  Information ; 

ImporU/romthe  UntUd  8tal«*,  bj/mimAt,  for  tU gear  tniinsJuHt 30, 1898. 

July •94,882.66 

Angort 93,070.39 

Septembei .■ 110,087.30 

OotobM 67^590.63 

NorembBT 97,003.34 

Deeember 96,731.60 

JannaiT 71,815.30 

PebruMy 90,710.00 

Muoh 92,640.00 


iC..: 


Total 814,531.08 

These  imports  consisted  of  acid  (carbolic),  bran,  brooms,  books,  bntter, 
boilding  materials,  beer,  canned  goods,  cotton  goods,  coal,  carriages, 
candy,  corks,  earthenware,  Honr,  f'nrnitare,  fencing  (woven  and  barbed 
wire),  grain,  hats,  bops,  hay,  hardware,  iron,  ironware,  jewelry,  kero- 
sene, lard,  Inmber,  leather,  medicines,  machinery,  musical  instrameute, 
oats,  oakam,  oils,  perfamery,  pasteboard,  paper, pictares,  plants,  paint, 
rosin,  rye,  rope,  scales,  spices,  stationery,  tobacco,  tools,  timber  (pitch 
p!ne)j  wicks,  wines,  whisky,  etc. 

This  is  a  good  showing  when  the  facts  are  taken  into  consideration. 
There  is  not  a  United  States  house  in  Puerto  Uabello  or  its  vicinity, 
thoagh  there  are  Enropean  bouses  by  the  score,  some  of  which  cany 
stock  to  the  value  of  a  million  dollars,  and  yet  our  merchants  get  more 
of  the  imports  than  any  other  one  coontry. 

There  ore  many  European  agents  here  and  very  few  from  the  United 
Statesj  yet  I  can  not  advise  onr  merchants  to  send  more  to  a  territory 

•  Port  closed. 
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monopolized  by  braocb  hooBes  of  Earopeau  flrms.  It  is  io  tfais  line 
that  we  Bhoald  meet  our  competitors'  trade. 

The  imports  irom  Germany  from  July  1,  1S97,  to  June  30, 1898,  vere 
valued  at  $385,179.75,  gold.  They  conaisted  of  agrionltaral  implemeats, 
barley,  butter,  beer,  drags,  dry  goods,  cement,  crockery,  cutlery,  cheese, 
glassware,  hardware,  hams,  iron  and  ironware,  paint,  paper,  Bteel, 
saasage,  twine,  etc. 

The  value  of  these  imports  is  small,  if  it  is  remembered  that  most  of 
the  business  houses  in  this  vicinity  are  controlled  by  GennaoB. 

England  exported  here  during  the  period  referred  to  to  the  value  of 
f  350,584.50.  She  sent  ale,  beer,  coal,  dry  goods,  groceries,  hardware, 
railwiiy  supplies  of  all  kinds,  etc.  The  railway  supplies  for  two  large 
companies,  the  English  Botivar  Railway  and  the  English  Puerto  Oabello 
and  Valencia  Bailway,  with  groceries,  dry  goods,  etc,  for  all  their 
English  employees,  are  included. 

France,  for  her  shore  of  the  imports  for  the  jieriod,  receiv'ed 
$144,897.04.  She  sent  candy,  cognac,  dry  goods,  drugs,  earthenware, 
millinery,  wines,  ete.  The  niaj'jrity  of  the  millinery  proprietors  and 
the  most  responsible  retail  liquor  dealers  in  this  vicinity  are  Frenchmen, 
and  the  wines  and  liquors  of  France,  as  well  as  its  millinery,  are  in 
demand  in  all  countries;  therefore  the  share  of  France  in  the  imports 
was  not  out  of  proportion. 

Holland  received  $78,165  of  the  imports  for  the  period.  Her  mer- 
chants sent  excellent  butter,  cheese,  hams,  bacon,  etc. 

It  is  claimed  by  reliable  business  men  that  nowhere  is  butter  so  well 
prepared  for  the  climate  of  these  South  American  coantries  as  in  Hol- 
land. 

Spain  only  received  $61,865.65  ftom  the  amount  imported  for  the 
period,  sending  here  garlic,  oils,  onions,  rice,  wines,  etc. 

Italy,  too,  received  little,  her  share  of  the  imports  for  the  period 
referred  to  being  only  $31,044.05.  She  sent  garlic,  oils,  onions,  wines, 
and  fine  manufactured  articles. 

ReeapitalaOon  of  themporU  tif  Futrto  CoMUofor  tkt ytar  atdimg  Jtme SO,  18S8. 

United  States 1814,531.03 

Oermany 385,179.75 

England 360,581.50 

France 114, 897.  W 

Holland 78,1^.00 

Spain 61,962.65 

Italy 31,011.05 

Total 1,866,364.81 

EXPORTS. 

In  order  to  give  a  correct  account  of  the  exports  of  Puerto  Oabello 
I  was  obliged  to  take  up  the  invoices  I  found  on  file  in  thie  consnlate,  as 
the  invoice  book  record  was  not  correct.  As  this  was  oeceasary,  I  con- 
cluded to  have  this  report  show  the  name  of  the  exporter;  and  I  think 
the  infijrmatlon  will  be  of  value  to  merchants  in  the  United  &' 
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ExpOrU  of  Pu«TUt  Cabttlo  to  th«  Vnited  Slatit  front  Jaly  1,  IS97,  to  Junt  SO,  189S. 
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LuTHEE  T.  Ellswobth,  OonsvL 


Puerto  Oabbllo,  March  S, : 


SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT. 

I  give  below  statemeDt  of  the  trade  of  this  port  for  the  six  months 
eoding  December  31, 1898. 

From  the  United  States  came  goods  to  the  valae  of  (485,996,  this 
Bobstantial  iDorease  demonstrating  the  fact  that  oar  manafactorers  are 
the  peers  of  the  Enropeaos,  when  it  comes  to  satisQing  trade  in  any 
country. 

A  few  weeks  in  Veneznela  will  satisfy  the  most  skeptical  that  the 
European  has  every  advantage  that  branch  houses,  years  of  acquaint^ 
ance  with  the  consumer,  and  ability  to  grant  twelve  or  more  months 
credit,  is  sure  to  give.  Therefore,  too  much  praise  can  not  be  given  the 
manufacturers  and  traveling  men  who  are  daily  increasing  the  trade  of 
the  United  States  with  this  part  of  Venezuela,  nnder  conditions  and 
oi  roam  stances  that  would  stagger  a  Enropean. 

The  imports,  by  countries,  were: 

United  SUtoB W», 996.33 

England IM.OW.OO 

Oennjuiy 146,690.03 

SpaiQ 81,060.00 

Holland 77,296.50 

Italy i%«0.00 

Fiance 11,808.82 

Total 1,039,  sea  68 

English,  French,  and  German  steamers  call  here  about  once  in  ten 
days. 
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Tbe  exports  froni  Puerto  Oabello  to  varioas  tsonntries  from  July  1 
to  December  31, 1898,  were: 

THE  DltllBD  BIATBB. 


QoHltltj. 

Talno. 

Artlals. 

Pom. 

CnlMdSUlM 

-1 

«U,BM 

ra 

17,841.41 

'•S:S 

m,88».6T 
MkOO 

EEE^:: 

^^:::::::::::::::::::::::. 

B."^ 

^iS-SJ 

i,oia,ua 

IlT,«St.M 

aSv:;;:-;:;;::;;:;;;:;; 

;;;:;;::::;;:;;::;:■!£!;; 

10,881 

rose 

^S!:S 

.i?!as 

BOO.  378. « 

211, 87*.  If 

- 

nwb. 

.j»3rt. 

•.MT.MS 

^:a 

T,8«l 
100,  OM 

7.!18,IH1 

«40.2S1.00 

f4H.ZSI.0« 

i^flfb. 

18. !« 

;::;;;;;;:;;;;;;;i^::; 

C<T« 

^'"" 

i,m.6»T 

108,118.00 

tin.  202. 00 

^I-^- 

4S,tU 
2:218 

u:»i 

do.... 

78,  IM 

M.62T.00 

idbyGoOgIc 


COUHERCIA.L    RELATIONS. 


HBC  A  PITULATION . 


T»lne. 

Coan.n.. 

Pen. 

TT&ited  SUlM 

MO.Zai.Olt 

1.888,  TMLM 

l.CI72,«K.M 

The  market  for  coEfee  in  the  United  States  of  America  was  so  low 
during  Diese  months,  that  only  the  very  poor  grades  were  shipped  there. 
It  appears  there  is  always  a  demand,  at  good  prices,  for  the  best  grades 
of  coHee  iu  Germany  and  France. 

LUTHBR  T.   ELLBWOalH,.0on«t(Z. 

Pdbbto  Oabello,  March  6,  1899. 


DECLARED  BXFORTS,  VEimzUBLA. 
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ASIA. 


ADEN. 

I  have  delayed  as  looff  »s  possible  iu  sending  my  report,  hoping  that 
the  aannal  report  of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  Aden  might  be  pub- 
lished, in  order  that  my  report  might  be  accurate  to  a  cortfutity.  Bnt 
aa  yet  it  has  not  appeiu^,  and  conseqaently  in  some  instances  figures 
are  given  which  are  practically  correct,  bnt  have  not  been  officially 
declared. 

TOTAL  TBADB, 

In  considering  the  trade  of  Aden  with  the  United  States  it  mnst  be 
borne  in  mind  that  Aden  is  not  a  commercial  center;  that  its  entire 
trade  the  past  year  only  amonnted  to  423,885,830,85.  Of  this  amonnt, 
the  exports  were  $11,171,855.77  and  the  imports  » 12, 713,866.08.  In 
view  of  this,  the  percentage  of  the  IToited  States  does  not  appear  ao 
small. 

Exporlt  to  tlU  United  Statea  for  the  yean  ending  June  SO,  1897  and  1898. 


Artlclea.                                                    1  T»Id«  for  1S8T. 

ValDafMine. 

1    ffn«oH 

141  10 

ToUl 

14&g.tU.U 

l.TU.(W.M 

There  has  b<?«Q  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  coffee 
exported  to  the  (Juited  States,  bnt  the  decrease  in  valae  is  mnoh  greater 
than  that  iu  bulk,  the  latter  being  abonl  10  per  cent.  There  has  been 
a  marked  falliug  off  in  the  price  in  the  past  year.  There  are  two  rea- 
sons for  this  decrease  in  this  export,  the  principal  one  probably  being 
the  war  iu  Yemen  the  greater  part  of  the  spring  and  early  sanuner, 
which  prevented  the  running  of  the  caravans  from  that  district.  The 
other  reason  is  that,  from  all  indications,  the  coffee  of  South  America  is 
gradually  gaining  the  markets  of  the  United  States. 

The  most  important  export  at  present  is  that  of  skins.  This  has 
increased  wonderfully,  having  almost  doubled  in  one  year.  It  will  cod- 
tinae  to  increase,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  United  States  will  not 
continue  to  be  the  market  for  almost  the  entire  output.  If  the  railroad 
to  interior  Abyssinia  should  be  built  and  the  facilities  for  tnuisporta- 
tlon  thus  increased,  the  output  would  be  very  great  indeed. 

There  has  been  exported  from  here  to  the  United  States  $60,603.78 
worth  of  ivory,  which  comes  fi'om  the  AMcan  coasts 
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There  has  been  a  deoreaae  itt  mother-of-i>ear1  sheila,  the  export  for 
1897  being  tl7,054.G0,  while  in  1898,  it  was  oul?  $9,20:^.^.  It  is  a  little 
difficult  to  see  why  these  shells  are  not  marketed  more  extensivel;  In 
the  Uaited  States. 

The  other  exports  are  ostrich  feathers,  gum  arabic,  and  Somali  vnrios. 
The  two  first  mentioDed  have  for  several  years  been  marketed  in  the 
Dnit«d  States  iu  varying  quantities,  but  for  neither  has  a  regular 
demand  been  eutablisbed. 

On  the  whole,  the  exports  to  the  United  States  have  increased,  for  the 
year  jnst  closed,  $295,143.50  over  the  previous  year, 

mPOBTS  FBOM  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  amounted  to  $799,122.24  in  value 
dnring  the  past  year,  substantially  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year. 
I  regret  very  much  that  I  can  not  give  figures  to  show  the  exact  amount 
in  quantity  and  valae  of  each  item,  bnt  the  figures  are  not  obtainable 
yet. 

The  principal  import  is  cotton  piece  goods,  and  the  United  States 
has  at  least  two-tnirds  of  this  trade.  The  ordinary  sheetings  and 
drills  are  the  kind  demanded.  These  cottons  are  sent  up  and  down 
the  Arabian  Ked  Sea  coast  as  far  as  Jeddah  and  to  the  interior  of 
Arabia.  They  also  cross  to  the  African  coast  into  Somaliland,  Abyn- 
sinia,  and  Erithrea,  whence  they  are  carried  to  the  interior  by  camel 
caravans  to  Ilarrar  and  other  places  300  and  4(K>  miles  from  the  coast. 

The  next  most  important  import  is  that  of  petroleum,  which  is  dis- 
tribated  to  places  in  this  vicinity. 

There  were  also  imported  in  small  quantities  liquors,  manufactured 
tobacco,  preserved  ii-uits,  canned  meat«,  bicycles,  and  some  shoes 

CUSTOMS  DUTIES. 

TSo  goods  are  subject  to  customs  duties  except  manufactured  tobacco, 
liquors  of  all  kinds,  and  firearms  and  ammunition.'  The  only  general 
charge  that  is  made  is  a  small  landing  or  wharfage  fee,  which  is 
assessed  on  all  goods  landed  in  Aden,  but  this  is  only  nominal  and  not 
regulated  by  the  value  of  the  merchandise. 

CUBEBa^OT. 

The  money  nsed  here  as  the  circalatiug  medium  is  the  Indian  rupee 
and  fractional  coins  of  the  rupee,' and  the  Maria  Theresa  dollar.  The 
rupee's  gold  value  at  this  date  is  31J  cents,  and  it  has  been  practically 
steady  for  some  months,  when  compared  with  its  former  fluctuation. 
The flactaation  in  the  last  six  months  has  been  less  than  2  ceuts  per 
rupee.    The  dollar  fluctuates  more,  and  is  not  in  such  general  use. 

All  quotations  should  be  made  to  merchants  and  other  inquirers  in 
English  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  as  all  are  familiar  with  their 
exchange  value,  and  it  is  on  this  quotation  that  goods,  as  a  rule,  are 
Bold  here.  It  is  ceitainly  a  mistake  to  quote  prices  in  American 
dollars. 


The  class  of  banking  doue  here  is  almost  exclusively  of  an  exchange 
character.  Exchange  is  not  sold  here  on  any  point  in  the  Uuited 
States,  but  such  business  is  done  through  London  agents. 


Coo^^lc 
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TBLBGRAPE  LIN|1S,   HAILS,  ANB  POSTAGE  BATES. 

Aden  is  in  easy  telegraphic  touch  with  all  parts  of  the  civilized 
vorld.  There  is  a  statiou  of  the  Loudon  and  India  cable  here,  and,  iu 
addition,  subordinate  lines  to  East  and  Northeast  Africa. 

Mails  reach  Aden  by  F.  and  O.  steamer  from  India,  Anstralia,  and 
England  each  week.  This  is  the  mail  line  that  comes  regularly  and 
most  frequently.  An  occasional  mail  comes  by  French  and  German 
lines,  the  first  monthly  and  the  latter  semimonthly,  bringing  mail 
tram  Earope  and  America. 

Between  here  and  ludia  the  rate  of  postage  is  the  same  as  Indian 
inland  postage  on  all  classes  of  matter,  and  the  Indian  postage  stamps 
are  used.  The  foreign  postage  at  present  is  the  same  as  between  all 
uatious  which  belong  to  the  Postal  UDion.  The  new  penny  postage, 
which  is  to  go  into  effect  in  the  near  future  between  0-reat  Britain  and 
India,  will  extend  to  Aden  and  give  this  place  the  same  rate  to  Great 
Britain,  as  is  giren  India. 

MEANS  OF  TBANSPOETATION. 

Transportation  from  Aden  to  neighboring  ports  of  Arabia  and  Africa 
is  by  small  steamers  and  natiTe  sailing  vessels.  From  here  to  the 
interior  of  Arabia  rnn  numerous  camel  caravans,  bringing  out  cofiFee, 
skins,  etc.,  and  carrying  back  supplies  to  meet  the  meager  wants  of 
the  natives.  The  same  system  of  transportation  is  in  use  from  African 
ports  to  thr  interior.  There  is  not  a  railroad  in  my  consular  district 
that  is  in  operation  {the  one  from  Djibouti  is  not  yet  finished). 

With  the  outside  world  intercourse  is  carried  on  solely  by  steamers. 
A  great  number  of  steamship  lines  call  here,  but,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  not 
one  of  them  flies  the  9tars  and  Stripes. 

The  time  necessary  for  cargo  to  go  from  here  to  New  York  is  from 
tweuty-five  to  forty  days.  Becently,  some  cargo  was  landed  in  New 
York  in  tweuty-fonr  days  after  shipment  from  here,  bnt  this  is  excep- 
tionfll. 

There  is  no  discrimination  as  to  nationality  of  vessels  at  this  port. 

OOMMEBCIAL  LICENSES. 

There  are  no  commercial  licenses  reqoired,  nor  are  special  taxes 
exacted  of  foreigners  who  engage  iu  business  here. 

GENEBAL  BE3tABKS. 

In  regard  to  new  trade,  the  field,  of  course,  ia  limited.  The  natives 
being  half  civilized,  their  wants  are  few.  The  European  population  is 
transient,  consisting  mainly  of  the  military,  who  have  a  prescribed 
period  for  remaining  at  this  fort,  and  their  demauds  consist  only  of 
food  and  such  necessaries  as  are  ordinarily  used  by  them  at  home.  I 
have,  however,  wondered  why  more  canned  fruits,  vegetables,  and  the 
liltc  were  not  shipi)ed  from  the  United  States.  The  preserved  frnit 
imports  are  confined  mainly  to  the  manufacture  of  one  English  firm, 
while  but  few  vegetables  of  any  kind  are  brought  here.  Fresh  Ameri- 
can canned  fruits  and  vegetables  ought  to  find  a  ready  market  here. 
The  demand  will,  of  course,  be  small,  but  the  European  population  will 
never  grow  any  less,  so  it  would  be  a  permanent  market  when  once 
secured. 

I  will  be  glad  to  give  correct  figures  as  to  consumption  of  tixis  kind 
of  food,  as  soon  as  I  can  obtain  the  latest. 

E.   S.  OUNNINOHAH,  OoiUUl. 

Adbh,  October  5,  1898. 
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BRITISH  INDIA. 

My  last  report  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  BritiBh  India  covered 
the  year  ending  March  31,  189T.  This  report  iB  for  the  year  ending 
March  31, 1S98.  Ah  there  waa  nothing  to  interrupt  basinesB  daring 
the  nest  quarter,  ending  June  30,  except  its  partial  snepenBion  in  Gal- 
catta,  owing  to  the  presence,  in  a  sporadic  form,  of  the  bubonic  plague, 
vhich  has  now  disappeared,  it  may  be  assumed  that  trade  was  rela- 
tively the  same  as  in  the  preceding  year,  though  there  are  do  definite 
figures  obtainable. 

Thia  report  is  based  on  the  exchange  value  of  the  rupee  at  31  oenta, 
the  average  for  the  year. 

COMMEECE. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  the  year  are  set  out  below,  in  comparison 
with  those  of  the  four  preceding  years. 
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The  total  value  of  the  trade — imports  and  exports  together — was 
higher  bj  0.38  per  cent  than  in  1896-97,  and  only  3^  per  cent  less 
than  in  1S95-96,  which  vas  a  year  of  good  trade.  In  this  calculation, 
the  transactions  in  treasure,  which  amounted  to  14,2  per  cent  of  the 
total  trade,  are  included ;  bnt  excluding  them  and  dealing  with  mer- 
chandise only,  the  trade  of  last  year  shows  a  decrease  of  5  per  cent 
compared  with  1896-97,  and  of  9  per  cent  compared  with  1895-96.  The 
decline  in  imports  of  merchaudise  is  3.5  per  cent  compared  with  the 
previoas  year.  The  serious  decline  in  the  trade  of  the  year  occurs  in 
the  exports  of  merchandise,  the  value  of  which  was  6.1  per  cent  less 
than  in  1896-97,  and  14.6  per  cent  less  than  in  1895-96.  The  contrac- 
tion iu  1896-97  was  clearly  traceable  to  the  failure  of  the  crops  in  1896 
and  the  outbreak  of  the  plague  in  western  India,  with  the  consequent 
disorganization  of  trade.  These  two  calamities  havealsohad  a  marked 
etfect  on  last  year's  trade. 

The  exteusion  througboat  the  coantry  of  qnarantine  regulations  to 
preveut  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  the  detention  in  camps  of  travel- 
ers comiug  from  infected  areas,  restricted  the  movements  of  the  trad- 
ing popnlation  and  placed  serions  difficulties  in  the  way  of  purcbaaing 
and  collecting  produce.  Besides,  the  famine  was  at  its  height  daring 
the  flrst  half  of  the  year  under  review,  and  mitlioos  of  people  were  in 
receipt  of  relief  from  the  State  until  the  harvesting  of  the  autnmn 
crops. 

The  raioB  in  1897  were  favorable,  and  excellent  crops  were  harvested, 
but  the  season  was  lat«  and  the  increased  exports  of  agricoltaral 
produce,  such,  for  example,  as  wheat,  took  place  after  the  dose  of  the 
financial  year. 

A  very  noticeable  feature  in  last  year's  export  trade  is  the  general 
fall  in  the  valne  of  all  the  important  staples,  except  grain,  the  price  of 
which  was  kept  up  by  the  scarcity  of  food.  In  some  cases,  this  can  be 
traced  to  special  causes,  such  as  overproductioD,  inferior  quality  of 
the  produce,  or  the  competition  of  foreign  articles  in  the  consuming 
markets;  but  the  rise  in  the  exchange  value  of  the  ntpee  must  have 
tended  to  this  result.  In  the  trade  with  silver- standard  countries,  the 
fall  iu  the  value  of  silver  would  farther  depress  export  prices,  and  this 
has  occurred  very  markedly  in  the  ease  of  opiam,  the  largest  proportion 
of  which  goes  to  China. 

The  trade  in  cotton  goods  declined  by  11.3  per  cent,  and  a  propor- 
tionately greater  decline  is  noticeable  in  the  other  textile  fabrics  of 
wool  and  silk,  and  in  apparel.  The  trade  in  cotton  and  woolen  goods 
had  been  overdone  in  1396-97,  and  with  the  widespread  distress 
thronghont  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  the  impoverishment  of  great 
nnmbers  of  people  by  the  famine,  the  decrease  was  to  be  expected. 
There  were  large  importations  of  kerosene  oil,  and  an  improvement  is 
noticeable  in  metals.  In  sugar,  there  was  a  remarkable  increase  of 
51.8  per  cent,  owing  to  the  extraordinarily  large  quantities  of  German 
and  Austrian  sugar  poured  into  the  coantry,  the  tradeof  these  countries 
being  diverted  to  the  east  by  the  countervailing  duty  on  bounty-fed 
sngar  imported  into  the  United  States,  imposed  by  the  Dingley  tariff, 
and  the  successful  competition  of  French  sugar,  owing  to  the  increased 
export  bounty  allowance  by  the  French  Government 
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The  flactaatioDB  of  the  import  trade  and  the  effect  on  the  general 
resnlt  of  the  trade  in  cottoD  goods,  are  shown  in  the  flgoree  appended: 
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The  trade  in  oottoa  goods  in  1896-97  increased  by  15^  per  cent  and 
declined  last  year  by  11.3  per  cent,  while  the  trade  in  all  other  articles 
of  merchandise  decreased,  in  1S9&-97,  3.2  per  cent,  and  increased  last 
year  by  2,01  per  cent. 

The  general  canaes  which  restricted  the  export  trade  have  been 
already  mentioned.  The  largest  falling  off  is  in  law  cotton,  the  exports 
of  which  to  Europe  decreased  greatly  nnder  the  competition  of  Amer- 
ican cotton,  which  was  exceptionally  cheap  and  abundant.  Opinm 
and  indigo  show  large  decreases,  both  in  quantity  and  price.  The 
decreased  values  of  raw  jute,  lac,  and  tea  are  entirely  due  to  a  taU  in 
price,  the  c[uantitie8  exported  being  onprecedentedly  lar^  The  trade 
in  cotton  piece  goods  was  depressed,  the  exports  to  China  showing  a 
great  falliag  off,  and  the  exports  of  sugar  declined  to  a  very  low  level. 
On  the  other  hand,  large  increases  of  hides  and  skins,  jnte  mannfko- 
tores,  and  timber  are  recorded.  The  trade  in  these  lines  was  active, 
and  there  was  an  improvement  in  seeds,  wool,  and  oils,  which  in  the 
case  of  seeds,  is  still  more  marked  in  the  present  year.  There  was  but 
a  slight  increase  in  food  grains,  but  during  the  first  qaarter  of  this  year 
the  trade  in  rice  and  wheat  was  very  active,  the  export  of  the  latter 
during  that  period  amounting  to  666,138  tons,  valued  at  tl9,000,000. 

The  aggregate  trade  of  the  year,  imports  and  exports  together,  is 
stated  below,  with  the  trade  of  the  five  preceding  years: 
ExelndiDE  GoTemmeDt  transactions : 

1893-*1 •638,818,071 

ISM-flC 509,768,839 

1896-06 633,629,646 

1896-97 600,878,737 

1897-98 608,160,828 

Indodlns  Qovenuuent  transaetions : 

18»^ 688,867,371 

1894-96 6a0,7^^166 

1896-96 636,187,792 

1896-97 .'. 614,141,319 

1897-98 816,814,766 

The  trade  with  conntries  having  a  gold  standard,  among  which  •Tapan 
now  appears,  was  76.4  per  cent,  and  with  silver-standard  countries,  23.6 
per  cent  of  the  whole  trade.  The  trade  in  merchandise  with  the  United 
Kingdom  was  valued  at  1238,137,360,  against  (267,407 ,670  in  1896-97, 
and  it  represented  46  per  cent  of  the  trade  with  the  world  in  merchan- 
dise, the  percentage  of  the  previons  year  being  47.2. 

The  trade  with  the  continent  of  Europe  ahows  marked  contraction, 
but  with  Austria-Hungary  it  increased,  owing  to  the  large  imports  of 
sugar  from  that  country.  The  conntries  with  which  there  was  increased 
tTMle  are  the  United  States,  South  America,  Oeylon,  Japan,  Persia, 
Arabia,  and  Aden. 
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The  values  of  imported  mercbaadise  for  tbe  last  five  years  stand  thus: 

1893-Pl «210, 021,690 

1894-95 217,619,057 

1H95-96 214,880,824 

lf!96-97 222,9te,5»)0 

1897-98 216,202,372 

The  value  of  tlie  trade  last  year  was  less  by  3.5  per  cent  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  and  about  the  same  as  in  1895-96.  The  increases  and 
decreuses  in  percentage  of  the  most  important  articles  in  tbe  import 
tnide  tie  sbown  below.  The  decreases  are  in  cotton  goods,  machinery 
and  niillffork,  woolen  goods,  coal,  silk  apparel,  glassware,  and  liquors, 
and  the  increases  in  sugar,  oils,  metals,  salt,  railway  materials,  pro- 
visions, spices,  drugs,  and  dyes. 
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The  net  decrease  in  the  items  shown  above  is  $6,308,500,  while  the 
decreitse  in  the  import  trade  ia  $7,731,400,  the  difiTerence  being  in  the 
articles  of  smaller  impoitauce. 

(Jiitton  piece  goods  and  yarn  have  been  declining  steadily  since  1><93, 
and  there  was  a  heavy  fall  in  prices  last  year,  aud  during  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  present  year,  a  further  decliue  la  tbe  price  of  yarns. 

BEBB  AND  SPIB1T8. 

The  importation  of  malt  liquors  decreased  in  quantity  but  increased 
in  value.  Tbe  quantity  of  beer  brewed  in  India  is  contrastetl  below 
with  the  imports: 
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The  mobilizatioD  of  a  large  namber  of  British  troops  on  the  north- 
west ftontier  redaced  the  demaud  for  both  imported  and  Indian  beet. 
The  rectnctioD  in  the  qaantity  of  beer  brewed  locally  was  alao  partly 
due  to  the  high  price  of  barley.  Last  year's  importatioDs  were  to  the 
extent  of  nearly  94  per  cent  from  the  United  Kingdum,  the  imports 
from  Germany,  Belgium,  and  Austria- Hniigary  being  only  6  per  cent. 
There  was  au  advance  in  the  importation  of  spirits,  as  shown  below: 

OsUoiu. 

189»-M 1,067,373 

1894-96 1,093,115 

1896-96 1,186,696 

1896-« 1,179,909 

1897-88 1,205,625 

The  relative  proportion  of  whisky  and  brandy,  namely,  half  a  million 
gallons  of  the  former  and  rather  more  than  half  that  qnautity  of  the 
latter,  were  the  same  as  in  189&-97  and  the  preceding  year.  Oermany, 
Holland,  and  Belgium  sent  S2,284  gallons  of  brandy,  and  20,438  gallons 
of  whisky  were  received  from  Qermany. 

PBOV1BION8. 

The  principal  provisions  imported  the  past  two  years  were  as  follows: 
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The  qaantity  and  value  of  sugar  imjiorted  in  the  last  three  years  have 
l)eea  as  follows ; 
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The  increase  in  the  importations  of  sngiir  is  one  of  the  most  notice- 
able features  of  the  import  trade  of  the  year.  The  qaantity  imported 
is  <)1  percent  greater  than  in  1896-97,  and  the  value  higher  by  $5,061,216. 
The  first  place  is  still  held  byMaoritius,  but  whereas  the  importation  of 
l,nm,S45  hundredweight  in  1896-97  was  58  percent  of  the  whole  trade, 
last  year  its  share  was  redaced  to  38  per  cent,  with  an  import  of  1,778,016 
hundredweight.  There  is  an  increase  from  alt  the  sources  of  supply, 
but  the  boouty-fed  beet  sugar  from  Austria-Huugary  and  Germany  has 
flooded  the  market. 

HABDWARB  AND  CUTLEET. 

The  value  of  the  imports  of  hardware  and  cutlery  last  year  was  much 
less  than  in  1896-97,  and  reached  to  the  level  of  1896-96. 

189&-9e M,598,772 

1896-97 1,829,000 

1897-98 1,681,214 
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The  proportion  of  these  goods  importod  Arom  the  United  Kinsdom 
was  70  per  ceat.    This  head  is  divided  into  the  foUoviDg  subhead: 
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Germany  and  Austria-Hnngary  sent  last  year  nearly  19  per  ceot  of 
the  whole  of  the  hardware  and  cutlery  imported. 

IBOH  AHD   STBBL. 

The  imports  of  iron  sod  steel  for  the  last  three  years  are  as  follows: 


l,Kt,1U 
1,BU,7N 


There  was  a  rise  last  year  in  both  cases,  and  notably  in  steel,  for 
which  the  flgorea  are  the  highest  ever  shown.  The  nse  of  steel  for 
rolled  beams,  girders,  bars,  and  hooping,  which  were  formerly  made  of 
iron,  is  increasing. 

The  following  list  includes  the  descriptions  of  iron  and  steel  which 
are  commonly  imported,  and  the  extent  of  the  trade  in  each  for  the  last 
three  years : 
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The  increase  in  the  trade  in  iron  was  chiefly  in  the  importations  from 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  in  steel  Aom  Belgium  and  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Last  year's  importations  of  angle,  bolt,  and  rod  iron  and  steel  bars 
from  Belgium  greatly  exceeded  those  fVom  the  United  Kin^om,siid 
there  is  a  close  competition  between  the  two  coantriee  in  bar  iron,  naUs, 
screws,  rivets,  iron  plates  and  sheets.    The  English  trade  has  a  n 
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oly  of  pipes  and  tabes  and  tinned  plates,  and  a  very  long  lead  in  gal- 
vanized iron  and  steel  hooping.  It  mnstbe  remembered,  however,  taat 
the  fi^^res  relate  to  the  connbries  of  shipment,  and  tbeee  are  not  always 
the  coantries  of  prodaction. 

Copper,  iron,  and  steel  represent  96  per  cent  of  the  qnantity  of  all 
imported  metals,  iron  and  steel  being  about  91  per  cent  of  the  whole. 

HAOHINEST. 

Imports  of  maohinery  and  millwork  have  been  as  follows,  the  last 
three  years: 

ISSS-W (10,036,943 

1896-87 10,881,589 

1887-98 8,868,434 

After  large  imports  in  the  two  preceding  years,  the  trade  declined 
heavily,  the  redaction  being  partly  dae  to  the  delay  in  deliveries  caused 
by  the  engineers*  strike  of  1897. 

BAILWAT  HATBBUI,. 

Importations  of  railway  material  the  last  three  years  were  as  follows : 
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The  extremely  large  imports  during  tlie  last  three  years  are  the  result 
of  extensive  couatraction  of  new  lines  by  companies  and  by  the  state. 
A  shipment  of  steel  rails,  valned  at  966,841,  was  received  &om  the 
United  States,  owing  to  lower  rates  having  been  tendered  than  were 
obtainable  in  the  United  Kingdom,  showing  that  the  United  States  can 
snccessftiUy  compete  with  other  conntries  for  the  iron  and  steel  trade 
of  India. 

JtHKEBAI.   OIL. 
Importations  of  mineral  oil  the  last  five  years  have  been  as  follows: 
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The  relative  imports  of  Bassian  and  American  oil  are  as 

follows: 

fionlL 

DnitedStMM. 

in,  no,  000 

iS.  600. 000 
(0.700,000 

OofiOfH. 

uSS" 



ifiS^SK 

Google 


966  COMMERCIAL   EELATI0N8. 

LaDg^lcat  oil  from  Sumatra  came  into  tlie  market  in  1896-97,  when  a 
little  over  500,0011  gallons  were  imported.  Last  year,  the  imports  rose 
to  7,540,866  gallons,  of  which  670,032  ^llons  were  received  in  bulk. 
The  price  of  Sumatra  oil  in  Calcutta  ia  now  the  same  as  Bossiao  oil, 
and  there  is  every  ]>rospect  of  the  importations  increaaiug. 

The  trade  in  bulk  oil  is  increasing  at  a  rapid  rate.  About  7,000,000 
gallons  were  received  in  1894^5, 10,000,000  gallons  in  1895-96,  aboat 
14,000,000  in  1896-97,  and  last  year,  22,000,000  gaUons.  The  whole, 
except  the  small  consignment  above  mentioned  from  Bnmatra,  came 
from  Bossia.  The  large  Btocks  and  the  rise  in  exchange  have  lowered 
the  price  of  both  American  and  Rnsaian  oil.  Mineral  oil,  mainly  kero- 
sene, represented  last  year  $11,320,555  oat  of  $12,864,354,  which  was 
the  total  of  all  kinds  of  oil  imported. 

OOTTOH  GOODS, 

The  principal  clothing  of  260,000,000  of  the  popnlatjon  of  India  is 
cotton,  and  the  valae  of  cotton  goods  imjtorted  in  1895-96  represented 
about  37  per  cent,  in  1896-97,  41  per  cent,  and  in  1897-98,  38  per  cent, 
of  the  value  of  all  imported  merchandiae.  The  demand  for  piece  goods 
is  principally  dependent  upon  the  harvest.  Aft«r  the  &ilure  of  the 
crops  in  1896-97,  the  heavy  importa  of  that  year  coald  And  no  outlet 
owing  to  the  prevailing  distress,  and  large  stocks  bad  to  be  carried  for- 
ward, so  that  the  flow  of  orders  to  Lancashire  was  checked;  but  with 
a  good  monsoon  and  plentifal  harvests,  protipecta  have  now  brightened. 

The  relative  imports  of  the  different  descriptions  of  goods  under  tiie 
heads  of  gray,  white,  and  colored,  daring  the  last  two  years,  were  as 
follows : 


It  appears  ftY>m  the  figures  that  goods  made  of  medium  couuta,  Bay 
from  30*6  to  40'b,  constitute)!  last  year  about  96  per  cent  of  the  whole 
imports  of  gray  goods,  thus : 
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Tlie  Btnall  quantity  aot  received  from  the  United  Kiuf^dam  comes 
iimiuly  from  the  Gontiuent  and  from  tlie  Unitt-d  IStatan.  The  tniile 
witb  the  latter  country  is  increasing,  and  the  imports  thei  efi-om  doubled 
last  year. 

Besides  the  three  great  classes  of  piece  goods,  gray,  white,  and  col- 
ored, referred  to  above,  the  other  principal  kinds  of  cotton  maimtaci  ures 
imimrted  are: 
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In  my  previous  reports,  I  have  statM  the  immenae  demimd  there  is 
here  for  cotton  goods,  and  the  opportunity  for  the  m»iinta<;turers  of  the 
United  States  to  get  a  good  share  of  the  trade  by  making  proper  eObrts, 
and  would  now  emphasize  what  I  have  already  urgi'd.  The  dour  is 
open,  and  our  manatactnrers  have  only  to  walk  in  and  take  possession 
of  the  market. 

BICTOLBB, 

There  is  a  steady  increase  In  the  demand  for  bicycles,  and  the  better 
qualities  &om  the  United  States  are  generally  preferred. 

IMPOSTS    IN  QBHBBAL. 

The  list  appended  states,  io  the  order  of  their  importani'e,  the  prin- 
cipiil  articles  of  merchandise  imported  into  India  the  last  tLree  years: 
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The  total  valae  of  imports  of  foreigo  merchandise  in  the  laat  three 
years  was  diatribated  among  the  principal  countries  with  which  the 
trade  waa  carried  on,  as  follows: 


Unttsd  Kingdom . . 

GomiAoy ..,.. 

Bbmu  Settltmeiita 

BBlgJnm 

AiutTlA-&iiiif*rf . . 

Mvaiaiu  "."'.'.'.'.'-'. 

TTnltad  Statu 
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■,4M,3iS 
5,243.137 

Mi7,fiao 
i.at.3xi 

S,l»).MO 
1,78«;«I7 


EXPOBTS. 

The  exports  of  Indian  merahandi&e  during  the  last  Ave  years  were  as 
followB : 

1898-94 »316,3*8,*0e 

1891-06 Sai,  6*8,613 

1896-98 339,691,434 

1896-97 30%630,D46 

1897-08 890,736,013 

In  the  following  list,  the  principal  articles  exported  and  their  valaes 
for  the  last  three  years  are  shown : 
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8,H      40 
3.4T      M 

e,gi    71 

|E  i 

i.u    n 

1.77      M 

MB    n 

MI.MT016 

V7,M1.0ro 

1S,38S,BU 

The  conditions  prevailing  last  year  were  meet  disastrons  to  the  export 
trade,  which  shows  a  decrease  of  more  than  6  per  cent,  following  a  fall 
of  nearly  9  per  cent  in  the  previoae  year.  The  decline  is  largest  in 
Bombay,  wmoh  suffered  from  a  recrudescence  of  the  plagne  in  the  latter 
hall' of  the  year.  The  failure  of  crops  in  1896  had  a  most  prejudicial 
effect  on  the  export  season  of  lSQfC-91,  the  latter  part  of  which  f^ 
within  the  period  under  review,  and  the  continaance  of  widespread 
distress  until  the  harvesting  of  the  autumn  crops  restricted  the  export 
of  rice  and  other  food  grains. 
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The  most  marked  depression  is  in  tbe  important  staples  of  cotton, 
opiom,  and  indigo,  tbe  decreased  trade  ia  these  commoditiea  and  the 
heavy  fall  in  prices  being  chiefly  dne  to  a  falling  off  in  the  external 
demand.  The  fall  in  prices  is  marked  in  many  other  commodities,  and 
the  decline  in  the  valne  of  the  exports  of  Jnte,  shellac  and  t«a  is  dne 
solely  to  this  caase. 

The  only  remarkable  increafiea  are  in  hides  and  skins,  jnte  mannfac- 
tnres  and  timbw,  while  seeds  and  wool  show  some  recovery  &om  the 
depression  of  the  previons  year. 

WHBAT. 

The  exports  of  wheat  daring  the  last  five  years  have  been  as  follows: 


T-,. 

BeiM»a. 

Bomtay. 

■"■ 

^ssr 

Total  ei- 
porta. 

ss. 

1,U5.T9£ 

I.ISO.OM 

S77,SM 

«.«iB,Bn 

E,aoa.wB 

07B,SS<I 
1,U8.I)U 

The  collai>ae  in  the  trade  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  1896-07  con< 
tioned  through  tbe  first  half  of  last  year.  The  harvest  of  1890-97  was 
below  the  average,  and  with  the  general  prevalence  of  distress,  prices 
roled  at  abnormally  high  figures. 

From  Angaat,  1897,  the  price  of  wheat  in  London  began  to  rise,  and 
there  was  a  rapid  decline  in  Karachi  prices  from  January,  1898.  A 
brisk  revival  of  tbe  trade  began  in  March.  In  the  present  year,  with 
a  crop  estimated  to  be  33  per  cent  above  last  year's  yield,  and  abnor- 
mally high  prices  in  Earoi>e,  the  trade  has  been  very  active,  the  exports 
during  the  ftret  tjiree  months  being  11,322,756  hundredweight,  valued 
at  •18,771,454. 

The  high  price  of  wheat  naturally  caused  a  decline  in  the  exports  of 
flour,  which  fell  from  67,177,000  pounds  in  1896-97  to  66,592,000  pounds 
in  1897-98,  a  decrease  of  15.7  per  cent.  Floor  is  sent  main^  to  Mauri- - 
ttos,  Aden,  Arabia,  Oeylon,  and  Zanzibar. 


The  exports  of  tea  exceeded  those  of  1896-97  by  about  2,600,000 
pounds,  and  the  total  qaautity  exported  was  nearly  twice  as  large  as 
the  quantity  exported  twelve  years  ago.  It  is  estimated  that  the  pro- 
duction of  tea  in  1898  is  about  6,000,000  poonds  in  excess  of  the  produo- 
tioD  of  1897. 

The  exports  were  distributed  as  follows : 


Country. 

«««a. 

uaa-«T. 

IMT-M. 

m,wT,oo(i 
e.T79,oi)o 

la 

mood 

1SI».4ST,<M« 

■•ffiS 

tM,000 

MI,  000 

„cdb,  Google 


970  COMMERCIAL.    KELATIONS. 

The  shipmentB  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  nearly  91  per  cent  of  the 
whole.  Tlie  direct  HhipmeDtB  to  the  United  States  increasecl,  but  there 
was  a  marked  fall  in  the  consignnientn  to  Canada.  These  conutiiea  are, 
however,  largely  supplied  through  the  Uuited  Kingdom,  the  exports 
thence  being : 


Mesnrs.  Gow,  Wilson,  and  Stanton  give  the  following  additional 
figures  for  transshipments  and  exjMrts  to  North  America: 


TrBUMhipmenU  TJa  United  Klsgdom .  ■ 


The  same  firm  statea  that  the  consumption  of  tea  in  the  TTnited 
Kingdom  wan :  From  India,  &4  i>er  rent;  Ceylon,  37  per  cent;  China,  7 
per  wnt;  other  countries,  2  per  cent 

The  places  of  eliipment  of  India  tea  are: 


SDOd... 


!«»«. 

IW9-07. 

IW-M. 

P«,ndt 

S.  610.060 

i.««.0V7 

**■»" 

1,.W» 

There  is  a  small  export  from  Travuncore  and  Cochin. 
HETALS,  OBB3,  ClNCHuNA. 

The  export  trade  in  hardware  and  cutlery  and  metals  is  of  little 
importance.  1  he  value  of  manganese  ore  from  the  Ma^lras  presidency 
constitutetinearlyoue-half  of  the  trade.  Last  year,  tiS.'f  per  cent  of  the 
quantity  exported  ^ent  t«  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Uuiied  States. 

The  quantity  of  cinchona  bark  exported  was  3,U56,76',I  pounds,  or 
nearly  ten  times  more  than  in  1896-97.  The  consignments  were  all 
from  the  Madras  presidency  to  the  United  Kingdom. 


The  exports  of  opium  for  the  last  five  years  were: 

1883-M $24,860,226 

1894-95 28,HK),*6l 

1896-96 26,223,941 

1898-97 24.871,061 

1897-98 18,902,445 

More  than  half  of  the  shipments  go  t^i  Oliina.  Tliere  is  a  consider- 
able trade  in  the  eximrt  of  cigars,  and  there  has  been  a  gradual  increase 
during  the  past  five  years. 
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The  exports  of  indigfo  the  last  Ave  years  vere  as  follows: 


Y«r. 

Wtlgbt. 

1(1,  m 
ua.Mi 

V.111.. 

ti2.«M,m 

13.U(I.MS 

The  seasoo  was  generally  nnfavorable,  the  estimated  yield  of  the  crop 
of  all  India  being  10.5  per  cent  beiow  that  of  1S96,  and  19  per  cent  below 
the  average.  It  seemH  probable  that  the  prices  mny  be  permaDeiitly 
lowered  by  the  competition  of  the  artificial  dye,  which  may  affect  the 
fiiture  prosperity  of  the  indigo-planting  industry  of  this  country. 

OLLB. 

The  moat  important  oils  exported  are  castor  and  cocoanat,  and  the 
figures  below  give  the  quaaCities  shipped  the  last  Uve  yeara. 


y™.. 

Cutor. 

Cocoannt. 

dollofu. 

a,«7».ase 

'•■*»■" 

OoUofu. 

1.187,038 
l.l>M,ue 

COTTOM. 

The  exports  of  cotton  iu  the  last  Ave  years  were  as  follows: 


Y«>r. 

QuMtllj. 

V.lur, 

.S'« 

W1.I1B.«77 

The  acreage  sown  with  <»ttun  was  about  1,000,000  acres  less  than  the 
average,  the  decrease  being  due  in  part  to  the  substitution  of  food  grains 
for  cotton,  with  a  view  to  replenish  exhausted  food  stocks,  though  the 
yield  approximated  the  average.  There  was  a  serious  decline  in  the 
exports  during  the  financial  year  1897-98,  but  this  must  be  attributed 
to  other  causes  than  the  shortness  of  the  supply.  The  shrinkage  is 
primarily  dae  to  the  fall  in  the  price  of  American  cotton,  caused  by  an 
nuasually  large  crop,  the  price  of  our  cotton  being  relatively,  and  during 
part  of  November  absolntely,  cheaper  than  Indian  cotton.  It  may  be 
DOticed  that  the  fall  in  the  qnotatioos  of  American  cotton  caused  a 
large  increase,  last  year,  of  the  imports  into  Japan  bom.  the  United 
States. 
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HIDHIS   AND   SKIMS. 

The  exports  of  hides  and  skios  the  last  three  years  vere  as  follows: 


Tear. 

1                HK 

Urn. 

SUDS. 

Stmbir. 

io,«2.m 

8.178,087 
«.3ID,«SS 

3;«7D;uai 

There  was  a  brisk  demand  from  the  Continent  of  Europe  and  the 
United  States  for  both  hides  and  skins,  and  with  the  plentiful  sapply 
provided  by  a  year  of  drought  aod  QuniQe,  there  was  an  iaorease  of 
botii  as  compared  with  189(^-97. 

JUTK. 
The  export  of  jute  in  the  lost  five  years  was  as  follows: 


Xau. 

qauMtj. 

T.liie. 

Out. 
8.«<|l),000 

siiE 

IS.(B3.«MI 

The  area  sown  with  jute  in  1897  was  aboat  2  i>er  cent  less  than  in  the 
previous  year,  but  the  season  was  very  favorable,  and  the  veiy  large 
crop  harvested  exceeded  expectations.  The  quantity  exported  is  the 
highest  on  record,  being  31  per  cent  more  than  in  1896-97,  but  notwith- 
standing the  large  increase  in  amount,  the  fall  in  pri<se  reduced  the 
value  of  the  exports  to  4  per  ceut  below  the  level  of  1896-97. 

The  destination  of  jute  Las  been  as  follows  in  the  last  Ave  years : 


ie»^. 

isM-se. 

iaos-»^ 

18SIM7. 

mn-as. 

Oiet. 

sm.ooo 
laoM 

Out. 
B,  MS.  000 
2,380,000 
3.187,000 

558,000 

t2j,oaa 

388,000 
170,000 

Out. 

7,384,000 
1,756,000 
1,S77,«KI 
S1S.0O0 
873,000 

au,ooo 
iS^ooo 

«,7«,000 
1,823,000 
1,171,000 

sralooo 

127;  000 

8,135.000 

It  will  be  seen  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  export  goes  to  the 
United  States,  though  uot  so  much  as  formerly,  before  our  mills  were 
closed  by  the  action  of  the  Wilson  tariff.  Under  the  present  Dingley 
tariff,  onr  mills  will  probably  be  reopened,  and  a  larger  qaantity  of  raw 
jute  will  be  taken  and  less  of  the  maunfaotures,  thos  giving  employ- 
ment to  our  people. 

The  value  of  cotton  goods  exported  amounted  to  $3,671,960,  the  pro- 
portion shipped  from  Bombay  amounting  to  62  per  cenL  Madras  does 
a  considerable  trade  in  th^se  goods,  especially  in  dyed  goods,  the  value 
of  ttie  trade  of  the  provincse  being  44.5  per  cent  of  tiie  whole. 
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The  progress  of  the  spinningr  and  weaTing  iDdnatty  ii 
years  is  shown  in  the  table  below. 


!«. 

lasm. 

Bpindk*. 

Loomt. 

USl-W 

uo 
m 

lU 

3.11], «(» 
■,SM.NT 
B,W6.TI» 

4,m,iM 

KiS 

Aboat  148,000  persons  are  stated  to  have  been  employed  in  the  mills 
at  the  ead  of  1896-97,  and  the  capital  invested  is  retnrned  at  over 
(44,000,000,  bnt  this  statement  of  capital  is  imperfect,  the  figures  being 
confined  to  mills  worked  by  joint-Btock  companies.  The  Bombay  preai* 
dency  contains  70  per  cent  of  the  spinning  and  78  per  cent  of  the  weav* 
iDg  capacity  of  Indian  mills. 

The  Talne  of  the  exports  of  manofoetnred  jnte  in  the  last  five  years 
was  as  follows : 

1893-94 MO, 669,639 

18»t-9B 13,063,686 

1895-96 14,717,073 

1896-97 16,163,183 

18»7-« 18,386,653 

The  destination  of  the  gnnny  bags  the  last  two  years  was  as  follows : 


Conntry. 

««7. 

ia.no,  000 

30',t3i.W0 
18,090,000 
12.(90,000 

u,«»o,ooo 

Coantr?. 

18M-B1. 

laoT-as. 

^  ^^^^ 

21 

1 

U 

00 
M 

oo 

DO 

DO 
00 
DO 
DO 

t,0U.000 

B,T>l,000 

ll.SKOOO 

1.BS2.D0O 

»,  700. 000 

l.<»,ooo 

liwdwioiTiiil^d'. 

10,413,000 

STP 

The  principal  destination  of  the  doth  in  the  last  two  years  has  been : 


Conntrj. 

1MM7. 

18*7-08. 

„„„«,„ 

Tardi. 

'SffiS 

2».BO0,0OO 
S.  WO.  000 

ronli. 

IB.  TOO.  000 

More  than  two-thirds  of  the  cloth  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  bags 
went  to  the  United  States.  As  these  jnte  mills  pay  large  dividends 
noder  the  operation  of  the  Dingley  tariff,  tJiese  goods  shoald  be  mana- 
factnred  at  home. 


^dbvGoo^^lc 


974  COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 

OBHEBAL  BXPOSTS. 

The  total  valne  of  the  exports  of  Indian  prodnce  and  msonfoctoreB 
in  the  last  three  years  was  thas  distribnted  amoug  the  priucipal  coun- 
tries: 


Coimtiry. 

IWB-M. 

1990-07. 

1M7-M. 

Trine. 

'•'•"'■ 

Taloe.       Pat  cent. 

Triae. 

Percent. 

a».»8H,5W 
10,8M.2M 

t-ss 

l,7«l,4« 
3,S8T,«8t 

3.5 

.i 

it 

.8 

Z3. 3«a,  354 
li.lBS.lgg 
1»,  702,037 

ii.ina.oaa 
i).m.ast 

S.3g0.l«5 
T.7a».T23 

8,«0,B70 

S  .7 

|90,Mg.OT 

S7.«i«,W0 
S2.261.M4 
18,111.198 

la^aioiiH 

12,989.741 
lZ.23fl!7MI 

a,'si3!K>9 

B,307.34S 
B,«S;0I8 

t  .1 

tt 

&:::::.:::;::::::::::: 

9.1 

L< 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  TTniCed  States  is  fourth  in  the  list,  the  trade 
amounting  in  1897-98  to  $18,211,598. 

In  the  subjoined  table  are  given  flgares  of  the  trade  (mercbandiae 
only)  with  the  several  divisioiis  of  tbe  world,  during  tbe  last  five  years: 


Conntcj. 

lg»»-M. 

iKB*-a5. 

189S-e«. 

18B8-P;. 

,w-» 

J 

107. 970.  MO 

»37J,Sgl,7» 
3!,  932,  U8 
116.885.  4H 
27.  MS,  Big 

i,gsu,o»i 

•879, 884.  a» 
S3,9IIS.35« 
12S,  Wn.  509 
M.W1,**l 

IS8S.Ml.im 

ii9;242;jji 

1338,  sac  aw 

^^.  •811.844 
4.BT1,S57 

AM^Tud  ^Hent  l>i;kdi; . . . 

The  trade  with  America  amnnDted  in  1897-98  to  $28,501,018,  and 
while  there  has  been  a  satisfactory  increase  of  tbe  trade  with  North 
and  Sonth  America,  the  exports  from  tbe  United  States  oonstitnteil  a 
small  proportion  of  the  trade,  the  principal  exjiort  being  kerosene  oil. 
There  was  a  very  decided  falling  off  in  the  trade  with  the  United  King- 
dom in  1897-98,  amounting  to  $21,1 15,682  as  compared  with  tlie  previ- 
ous  year,  owing  largely  to  tbe  falling  off  in  tlie  imports  of  cotton 
goods,  though  tbe  trade  is  gradually  going  to  other  countries. 

nCPOBTB  FBOU   UNITED   SINGDOU. 

Besides  cotton  goods,  tbe  other  principal  items  in  the  list  of  imports 
£rom  tbe  United  Kingdom  during  tbe  last  three  years  were: 


^,^. 

18»i-Be.         18B«-t)7. 

lW7-«. 

a.S!S.2M 
1.818!  800 
4.  728.405 

■■•"■"" 

I,H<i8l« 

X48):in 

3.  7S0.  118 
3.839.45! 
10.750.0M 

7!52>:>1S 
2.0m;  881 
8.220,0*0 

i,ntt.m 
t,m,m 

f^^ 

3.811,881 

8.aw.H« 

"■as 
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The  balance  of  the  imports  of  these  articles  is  divided  between  the 
Coiitineut  of  Europe  and  the  United  States — Belgium,  tiermany,  Aaa- 
tiia,  Uangary,  and  the  United  States  in  their  order,  the  latter  being 
much  the  lowest  in  the  list. 

QENEBAL  BEUASES. 

In  making  this  report,  I  am  indebted  to  the  honorable  director- general 
of  statistics  of  the  Oovemment  of  ludia  for  his  "  Report  on  the  trade  of 
India  for  the  financial  year  of  1897-98,"  and  have  nsed  such  figures  as 
shonld  be  of  interest  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  showing  the 
magnitude  of  the  trade  and  the  possibilities  of  the  markets  of  this 
conntry  for  their  manufactures. 

The  facts  and  flgiire^j  npeak  for  themselves,  and  it  only  remains  for 
oar  manufactarers  to  make  a  determined  persistent  effort,  by  sending 
and  keeping  intelligent  energetic,  agents  here,  with  samples  of  their 
manufactures,  to  secnre  a  good  share  of  the  trade. 

While  they  may  be  looking  to  our  new  po.isessions,  Hawaii,  Gaba, 
Porto  Kicu,  and  the  Philippines,  and  other  countries  of  the  far  East,  for 
the  expansion  of  their  trade  and  an  outlet  for  tbeir  surplus  products, 
there  is  no  coantry  in  the  world  that,  in  my  opinion,  will  better  pay  to 
exploit  than  this. 

The  trade  can  not  be  established  by  correspondence  with  merchants, 
as  the  petiple  of  this  country  uie  conservative  and  mn^t  come  into 
direct  txintact  with  those  with  whom  they  deal,  in  order  to  secure  their 
confidence,  and  mant  see  actual  samples  ul  the  goods  they  buy;  but 
when  confidence  and  trade  are  once  established,  and  the  goods  are 
found  satisfactory,  there  will  be  no  trouble  in  holding  the  bumness. 

To  save  expense,  I  would  suggest  that  manutactnrera  of  different 
lines  of  goods  send  a  first  class  active  agent  here  with  samples  of  their 
goods,  and  have  him  solicit  orders  for  all. 

The  line  of  sieamsliips  reci-ntly  established  between  Hew  York  and 
Galcntia,  the  largest  distributing  point  in  India,  will  not  only  be  a 
great  economy  of  time  in  the  delivery  of  the  goods,  bat  will  save  the 
cost  of  transshipment,  which  has  heretofore  been  a  great  hindrance  to 
business  with  the  United  States. 

R.  F.  Patteeson,  Consvl- General. 

Calcutta,  October  27, 1898. 


The  imports  of  Ceylon  for  the  calendar  year  1897,  as  per  customs 
records,  amounted  to  $28,580,0(10  (exclnsive  of  specie),  showing  an 
iniTcase  in  value  over  the  previous  year  of  $2,880,000.  Of  this  increase. 
$1,560,000  is  credited  to  the  United  Kingdom;  $124,100  to  Australia; 
$700,000  to  British  Possessions  in  India;  $a80,0tt0  to  China;  $530,t)00to 
French  Possessions  in  India;  $180,(KHl  to  Germany;  $120,000  to  Ja|.nn; 
$35,000  to  Switzerland;  $3;i,l>00  to  United  States;  and  $129,400  to 
varions  other  countries.    Total  increase,  $3,54G,500. 

The  decrease  wa«  from  Aden,  $3;i,ti(H);  lionfikong,  $55,000;  Belgium, 
$19,000;  France,  $43,OUU;  Matdive  Islands,  $T0,0UO;  liu8»ia,  $ti3,0IHl; 
Biam,  $21,300;  Straits  Settlements,  $20,000;  other  countries,  $312,600. 
Total  decrease,  $666,500. 
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The  iDoreaBe  was  largely  in  arms  and  ammnnltioD,  cotton  goodB, 
carry  atoffe,  earttaeoware,  fish,  dried  aod  salted ;  graiD,  baberdaaliery 
and  millinery,  malt  liqaors,  hardware  and  cutlery,  metals,  wroaght  and 
onwTOQght;  kraoaene  oil,  spirits  and  cordials,  sugar,  tobacco,  and  woolen 
goods. 

Some  of  the  above-named  goods  are  absent  from  the  cnstoms  scbed- 
ole.  They  came,  however,  from  the  United  States  indirectly,  and  ^e 
total  value  of  imports  tmm  that  conntry  was  abont  $110,000. 


The  exports  to  all  conntriee  amounted  to  $25,270,000,  according  to 
the  customs  schedule;  and  if  this  is  the  actual  fact,  the  colony  is  in  a 
bad  way,  for  it  is  amazingly  poor  in  money  and  can  not  afford  to  import 
more  in  value  tliau  it  exports. 

The  principal  commodities  were  coffee,  cinnamOD,  cocoannt  oil, 
dessiccated  cocoannt,  coir,  cinchona  bark,  plumbago,  and  tea.  The 
greatest  falling  off  in  value  was  in  cinchona  bark,  which  dropped  from 
122,960  in  IStKi  to  $10,840  in  1897.  Coffee  fell  from  $573,711  to  9467,400. 
However,  all  the  other  great  staples  more  than  held  their  own,  and  tea, 
the  new  and  main  product  of  the  island,  increased  from  $I3,&15,360  to 
«16,613,730. 


The  exports  to  the  United  States  were  valued  at  $1,076,346.  They 
consisted  of  cinnamon,  citronella  oil,  desiccated  oocoanat,  cocoannt 
oil,  cacao,  curios,  coffee,  coir  fiber,  croton  beatis,  nuxvomica,  plumbago, 
tea,  and  some  elephants'  hides.  There  were  no  new  products,  and  the 
principal  articles  in  value  were:  Cocoanut  oil,  $407,239;  plumbago, 
$279,547;  desiccated  cocoanut,  $62,988;  tea,  $143,043;  citrooeUa  oil, 
(104,043;  cinnamon,  $35,613.  The  value  of  the  other  articles,  respec- 
tively, was  coinparativeiy  inconsiderable. 

FIRST  HALF   OF  THE   YRAR   169S. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  during  the  first  half  of  the  year 
1898  were  valued  at  $810,768.  The  principal  articles  in  value  were 
plumbago,  $306,406;  tea,  $159,183;  cocoauut  oil,  $114,906:  dtronella 
oil,  $87,628;  desiccated  cocoanut,  $82,201;  cinnamon,  $37,673.  It 
therefore  appears  that  the  exports  to  tne  United  States  tiiia  year  are 
likely  to  exceed  those  of  any  other  year  since  1892,  when  they  amounted 
to  above  two  and  a  quarter  million  dollars,  and  the  division  of  values 
is  being  considerably  changed.  For  example,  so  far  plumbago,  ae  wdl 
as  tef^  exceeds  cocoanut  oil,  which  heretofore  has  been  the  leading  arti- 
cle. Dessiccated  cocoanut  nearly  equals  citronella  oil,  and  cinnanMHtf 
for  six  months,  exceeds  the  shipments  of  the  whole  previona  year. 

FRISCIPAL  BXPOBTS  TO  ALL  C0DKTRIK8. 

The  total  exports  for  the  half  year  to  June  30,  1898,  amounted  to 
$13,838,123,  and  were  made  up  as  follows:  Cacao,  $422,960;  carda- 
moms, $158,423;  cinnamon,  $333,610;  cinchona,  $11,300;  citronella  oil, 
$348,983;  oocoanntoil,  $935,156;  desiccated  cocoanut,  $366,491:  co^e, 
$163,314;  coir,  $271,800;  plumbago,  $974,000;  tea,  $8,371*746;  idl  other 
products,  $1,389,339. 


^dbvGoo^^lc 
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PBOTOIPiO,  IMPORTS  IM  1898. 

The  imports  for  the  Batne  period  amonuted  to  $14,081,100.  aod  came 
fkom:  the  United  Kingdom,  $1,258,500;  Britisli  colouiesf  98,538,700; 
Germany,  $320,000;  Freucb  possesBions  iu  India,  $170,000;  China, 
$170,000:  Boasia, $131,800;  Maldive Islands,  $104,500;  Japan,  $72,000; 
United  Statea,  $58,500;  Dutch  possesaions  in  India,  $60,000;  France, 
$66,300;  Holland,  $28,000;  Belgiam,  $33,300;  Austria,  $20,300;  Switz- 
erland, $21,000j  Sweden,  $18,500;  Italy,  $8,000;  all  other  coantries, 
$1^^000. 

Ijie  chief  importa  from  the  United  States  were :  Kerosene  oil,  $53,000: 
lubricating  oU,  $130;  clocks,  $100;  cotton  cloth,  $3,500  (128,540  yards): 
medieines,  $200;  condensed  milk,  $220;  tobacco,  $1,350. 

HIBOBI.LANBOCS. 

other  articles  from  the  United  States  were:  Beef^  Baited;  bicycles, 
carriages,  cheese,  confectionery,  wheat  flour,  i^it,  dried ;  liamees.  lard, 
wine  (kola),  wine  (in  wood),  1,050  gallons;  paint;  sewing  macnines, 
millwork  machines,  shooks  of  casks,  lamps,  stationery,  steam  riding 
gallery,  and  toilet  soap. 

During  the  period  under  reriew,  there  have  been  no  important  changes 
affecting  the  industries  of  this  country,  or  new  processes  adopted  open- 
ing up  markets  for  American  manufactures.  The  superior  qualities  of 
our  goods  do  not,  as  a  rule,  constitute  a  factor  toward  creating  a  demand 
for  them.  The  masses  are  too  poor  to  pay  for  excellence  in  anything; 
accordingly,  the  cheap  European  wares  with  which  the  people  are 
abundantly  supplied  answer  their  purposes  and  their  means  so  well 
that,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  impossible  to  displace  them  with  superior 
uticles. 

For  instance,  the  value  of  cotton  textiles  imported  is,  excluding  yam 
and  twist  and  hosiery,  as  follows:  Gray  cloth,  unbleached,  $620,230; 
gray  cloth,  bleached,  $365,121;  piece  goods  of  mixed  materials, 
$1,086,000:  piece  goods,  printed,  $146,300;  piece  goods, dyed,  $61,513; 
maslin  and  patent  net,  $26,320;  total,  $2,195,484. 

These  goods  are  made  mostly  of  short  staple  cotton,  and  highly  sized. 
They  are  imported  ad  libitum  on  long  credit,  at  about  one-third  the  rate 
of  freight  prevailing  from  Americx,  say  $5  per  ton,  against  $15.  All 
dealers  have  them,  and  all  buye.LS  are  accustomed  to  and  satisfied  with 
tbem.  They  are  sold  at  very  low  prices,  and  a  vast  majority  of  buyers 
wonld  not,  and  probably  could  not,  pay  anything  more  for  very  superior 
articles. 

If,  therefore,  American  manufacturers  seriously  contemplate  compet- 
ing, they  will  need  to  i,mploy  experts,  and  even  then  may  be  unsucoess- 
tal.  The  same  conditions  prevail  in  every  other  important  branch  of 
the  import  trade,  which,  by  the  way,  is  greatly  overdone  here.  Profits 
are,  as  a  rule,  very  small,  owing  to  excessive  comx)etition,  and  losses 
are  probably  more  numerous  than  gains.  This  is  so  well  understood 
that  the  bank  discount  to  traders  is  nominally  12  per  cent,  and  some- 
times 18  per  cent,  and  sometimes  not  available  at  all,  unless  to  excep- 
tionally reliable  customers. 

Locally,  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  value  of  the  currency.  The 
silver  rupee  is  tbe  monetary  unit,  and  the  paper  money  is  at  par  with 
the  silver.  Fifteen  days'  drafts  on  tbe  United  States  Oovernment  sell 
at  about  3  rupees  per  dollar,  and  commerclf^  exchange  for  demand  on 
London  rales  at  aboat  Is.  3Jd.  per  rupee. 
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COHHERCIAL   BELATIONS. 


There  vere  no  material  ctaaages  in  port  regulations  during  the  year, 
except  10  days'  qaarantine,  imposed  npon  vessels  arriviug  from  plagae- 
infected  districts  in  India;  there  vas  no  other  quarantine.  Ko  new  lines 
of  commimtcation  were  opened  up  internally  and  no  material  changes 
in  freight  rates  made.  A  through  line  of  ocean  steamera,  called  the 
"lodo  American"  was  established,  and  is  largely  patronised.  The 
local  agents  are  Messrs.  Aitken,  Spence  &  Go.;  agenta  in  Sbv  York, 
MoKsrs.  Norton  &  Co. 

There  are  no  licenses  or  passports  required  of  commercial  travelers, 
and  no  discriminating  regulations  against  vessels  of  any  nationality 
or  affecting  United  States  trade.  There  is  no  lav  requiring  goods  to 
be  marked  to  show  the  country  of  manufactare  or  origin. 

I  can  not  learn  of  any  local  demand  for  a  change  Irom  the  classes  of 
cotton  goods  that  have  heretofore  obtained  in  this  market,  except  with 
respect  to  "Horrocks  Long  cloth,"  which  is  being  displaced  by  a  sort 
of  calico. 

W.  MOEEY,  Ootuul 

OoLOUBO,  Septeinber  39, 1898, 
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BEPOBT  FBOH  CONSUL ATE-OENEBAL  AT  BHAIfOHAI. 

Exports  &om  Shanghai  to  the  United  States  were  greater  in  1897 
than  in  any  previous  year.  Every  item  of  export  increased,  excepting 
feathers,  furs,  and  rugs.  Of  the  increase  of  (4,660,000,  silk  and  tea 
are  to  be  credited  with  mnch  the  largest  part.  This  advance  was  in 
spite  of  the  increased  strictness  of  examination,  on  account  of  which 
2,400,000  pounds  of  pingsney  was  left  on  hand  in  this  market,  not  being 
np  to  the  reqnired  standard.  Every  kind  of  silk  appreciated  in  price 
and  amount  shipped. 

The  first  six  months  of  1898  show  a  slight  increase  over  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1897,  in  exports  to  the  United  States.    Silk  holds  its 
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own ;  tea  exports  increase  BliKhtly,  and  the  great  increase  in  shipments 
of  goatskins  more  than  balances  a  loss  on  other  articles  of  export 

It  is  remarkable  that  there  shonld  be  any  increase  during  this  period. 
During  the  first  half  of  1898,  commanicatiou  between  tLe  two  coantries 
was  disturbed  and  irregular.  TheUnited  States  took.one  after  another, 
almost  all  the  sbips  sailing  regularly  &om  American  i>ort8  to  this  coast, 
and  the  trade  between  Obina  and  oar  Pacific  coast  was  practically  at  a 
standstill.  Political  conditions  in  China  were  also  much  distaibed. 
So  far  as  could  be  seen,  everything  was  against  trade  between  the  two 
coantries,  and  the  fact  that  it  increased  in  spite  of  ail,  shows  the  solid 
basis  of  matnal  demand  on  which  it  is  founded. 

The  result  of  the  greater  strictness  of  inspection  of  tea  is  note- 
worthy. The  growers  of  pingsaey  tea  apparently  made  up  their  minds 
that  the  new  standard  would  not  be  enforced,  and  prepared  their  tea  for  . 
the  season  of  1897  no  better  than  in  1896.  Other  qnalities  of  t«a  were 
prepared  by  the  standards  sent  oat.  These  latter  have  never  bad  a 
more  profitable  year;  at  tbe  end  of  the  season,  aboat  2,400,000  pounds 
of  unsalable  pingsuey  was  in  stock  here.  The  Chinese  authorities  took 
the  matter  in  hand  and  issaed  proclamations  calling  attention  to  oar 
inspection  rules  and  urging  all  Chinese  to  so  prepare  their  tea  that  it 
would  pass  inspection.  In  accordance  vith  tbis  advice,  I  believe  these 
common  grades  of  tea  are  much  better  prepared  this  season  than  last. 

Tbe  great  staples  of  export  from  the  United  States  to  China — kero- 
sene and  cotton  goods — were  in  greater  demand  in  1897  than  in  1896. 
Into  Shanghai  there  were  brought  36,909,060  gallons  in  1897  as  against 
25,760,090  gallons  in  1896,  a  gain  of  11,158,970.  But  Russian  and 
Samatran  oils  gained  13,386,270  gallons  in  1897,  over  1896,  in  this  port. 

In  cotttm  goods,  a  like  substantial  increase  is  shown.  Of  drills  and 
sheetings  (American),  3,950,618  pieces  were  imported  into  China  in 
1S97  as  against  3,478,359  pieces  in  1896.  The  commissioner  of  customs 
at  Shanghai  accounts  for  the  fact  that  our  trade  in  cotton  goods 
increased  at  the  expense  of  England's  trade,  by  stating  that  freight 
was  much  lower  irom  tbe  United  States  than  from  England. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  total  imports  from  America  to  tbis  port  were 
valued  at  about  98,000,000  gold  during  1897.  Probably,  not  mnch 
money  was  made  by  the  firms  handling  this  business  here,  as  tbe  rapid 
and  great  fluctuations  in  tbe  price  of  silver  forbade  any  certain  cfd- 
colatiouB.  Many  goods  are  imported  here  from  Hongkong,  and  hence 
credited  to  England. 

Of  the  2,178  merchant  vessels  entering  this  port  in  1897,  60  carried 
the  American  flag. 

I>oTlng  the  first  six  months  of  1898,  American  kerosene  to  the  amount 
of  22,080,100  gallons  came  into  Shanghai,  being  an  increase  of  7,625,100 
gallons  over  the  corresponding  period  of  1897.  From  Russia  763,660 
gallons  less  oil  was  imported  daring  the  first  six  months  of  1898  than 
of  1897,  while  Samatran  oil  leaped  from  2,570,175  gallons  daring  the 
first  half  of  1S97  to  8,162,603  gallons  during  the  same  period  of  1898. 

Of  American  drills,  596,216  pieces  were  imported,  being  an  increase 
of  21,326  pieces  over  tbe  same  period  of  1897;  and  the  imports  of 
American  jeans  increased  from  ^,000  pieces  to  42,002  pieces.  Sheet- 
ings, however,  were  in  less  demand;  1,003,930  pieces  were  imported 
from  January  1  to  June  30, 1898,  as  compared  to  1,347,108  pieces  in  the 
same  time  in  1897. 

The  import  of  English  sheetings  declined  from  353,251  pieces  in  the 
first  half  of  1897  to  298,631  pieces  in  1698. 

I  would  again  call  attention  to  the  three  points  in  which  we  mast 
change,  if  we  are  to  increase  our  trade  with  China  as  we  should.    Oil 
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and  cotton  goods  are  our  staples  for  this  trade.  These  tsro  constitate 
the  great  percentage  of  our  entire  exports  to  China.  The  many  other 
artides,  in  the  luauofaotnre  of  which  we  excel,  are  practically  unknown 
in  this  country. 

We  do  not  advertise  enough  here.  I  do  not  mean  by  this,  newspaper 
advertising  or  advertising  by  circular.  These  only  appe^  to  the  few 
thousand  ^reigners  sojourning  here,  but  do  not  reach  the  hundreds  of 
millions  of  Ohinese.  They  will  learn  to  appreciate  onr  goods  only  by 
seeing  them.  I  do  not  know  to-day  where  in  Shanghai  I  conid  buy  an 
American  hat,  or  shoes,  or  underwear,  or  collars,  or  ftimiture,  or  a  tele- 

{>hone  of  improved  quality,  or  a  magazine.  I  might  make  this  list  much 
anger.  What  goods  weeend  here  are  usually  put  in  the  hands  of  people 
of  other  oatioualities,  who  do  not  exploit  them.  I  hope  to  see  an  expo- 
,  sition  of  American  goods  here  in  Shaughai,  mauaged  by  Americans. 
It  would  pay  to  put  one  also  in  Cautoo,  and  one  iu  Cbefoo  or  Tientsin. 

In  the  next  place,  we  do  not  cater  to  the  trade  here.  Our  steel  mills 
have  not  snpplied  the  rails  for  the  railways  in  northern  China  because 
the  pattern  is  English,  and  to  make  them  would  necessitate  new  rolls. 
The  cotton  men  are  now  jaat  beginning  to  inquire  if  the  widths,  etc., 
they  have  been  accustomed  to  make  in  America  are  what  is  really 
wanted  in  China.  Only  one  American  life  insurance  company  has 
reached  out  for  this  trade  with  any  vigor.  If  tliis  trade  is  to  be  taken 
and  kept  by  America,  its  needs,  customs,  and  superstitions  must  be 
studied  on  the  ground  by  experts  in  each  department. 

In  the  third  place,  our  merchants  must  be  willing  to  settle  disputes 
in  regard  to  damages  in  shipment  and  disagreements  as  to  quality  and 
breaches  of  contract  here,  as  is  done  by  English  and  Germans.  The 
average  dealer  here  will  pay  a  higher  price  for  an  article,  if  he  knows 
that  a  cheap  and  speedy  method  of  setthng  any  possible  dispute  can 
be  had. 

Methods  of  packing,  means  of  transportation,  exchange,  banking, 
etc.,  must  be  studied  by  experts,  each  for  Ms  own  line  of  bnsineaa. 
But  all  must  show  their  goods  to  the  Chinese;  study  the  wants  of  the 
people;  and  favor  the  trade  by  facilitating  settlements  of  dispates. 

Early  in  1898,  the  inland  waters  of  China  were  thrown  open  to  navi- 
gation by  foreign-owned  boats,  but  the  rules  adopted'  have  so  luun- 
pered  the  movements  of  such  vessels,  and  the  unsettled  condition  of 
the  country  has  resulted  iu  so  many  collisions  between  boat  owners 
-  and  likin  collectors,  that  little  extra  trade  as  yet  has  come  flttm  tlUs 
long-desired  concession. 

The  ease  with  which  tbe  viceroy  at  Canton  was  induced  to  protect, 
in  his  provinces,  an  American  firm  in  the  ownership  of  certain  trade- 
marks, and  the  certainty  with  which  the  Chinese  courts  in  this  city 
protect  foreigners  in  trade-marks  and  copyrights,  lead  me  to  believe 
that  a  treaty  protecting  our  people  in  their  |)atent«,  trade-marks,  and 
copyrights  may  be  obtained.  The  proverbial  imitatiTeness  of  the  Ohi- 
nese  makes  such  a  treaty  highly  desirable,  all  the  more  aa  onr  tiade 
grows  larger  and  more  varied. 

I  send  herewith  a  description  of  the  varieties  of  cotton  goods,  thtir 
count,  weight,  etc.,  shipped  to  this  port  from  England. 

John  Goodmow, 

Congvl-OenertU, 

Shamohai,  December  S,  1898. 

I  a«e  CodbqUt  IteportB,  No.  214,  Jnly,  1898;  Advance  Shoete  No.  131,  Hfty^  21, 1S9& 
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Sxporiafrom  Sttangluu  to  tht  United  Stalti  of  Amiiriea/or  the  yean  tS96  and  tS97. 
(ValnM  In  Uoltad  SIMM  gold.] 
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82. 

ffiiANonAt,  Oetohrr  U,  1898. 
Hon.  John  Qoodnow,  Con»ul-Gen»ral,  Shanghai. 

OkarSir:  With  reference  to  yonrreqnost  that  we  will  give  yon  whnt  informntioa 
we  can  aboot  the  coarseT  clasaea  of  cotton  textiles  maiiufactnred  or  cooanmed  in 
different  parts  of  the  world,  together  with  certain  paTticalara  aboat  them,  we  now 
have  pleaanre  in  handing  yon  toe  following  information : 

Of  English  goods,  the  chief  article  imported  is  gray  shirtings,  38  inches,  3Si  yards, 
and  these  come  in  sererul  different  weights,  say,  7  paun<ls,  connt  13  liy  11  ana  13  hf 
12;  Slpoands,  161iy  l&and  15  by  14  and  16  by  16;  10  pounds,  17  by  17  and  19  by  19 
uidlSbylS;  11  ponndB,19by  17  andlSliy  20;  12  pounds,  IS  by  18  and  19  by  19;  13 
pounds,  19  by  17  and  19  by  18  and  19  by  19. 

Of  the  above,  there  are  more  S^  ponnda  imported  than  the  other  wugbta.  The 
conots  are  given  to  the  one- fourth  inch,  English  goods  ^ways  being  so  described. 
Of  oonrse,  other  oonnts  are  also  osed,  bnt  wehave  mentioned  tne  mueb  common  ones. 

There  are  considerable  qaantities  of  gray  sheetings  also  imported,  these  always 
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being  36  inohea,  40  yardB.     They  come  in  12  and  14  ponndi,  the  former  r&nging  ttom 
16  by  14  to  16  by  IT,  while  the  latter  are  almost  inviuiably  12  by  12. 

Th«M  14  pounds,  of  eoarae,  are  made  from  heaTier  and  more  looeely  ipau  Tarn 
thou  the  12  poands.     It  aeemH  to  be  rather  a  recommendation  to  any  goods  il  the 

Svna  are  not  too  amoolh,  as  then,  the  cargo  more  cloeely  awimilatM  the  native 
hineseclotb. 

In  addition  to  thsEte  goods  there  are,  of  oourse,  considerablo  quantities  of  fiincy 
piece  goods  imported,  and  ne  will  only  mention  onu  or  two  of  them. 

Calico  prints,  the  deniKns  of  which  are  always  specially  printed  for  China,  come 
iu  fair  qnantities,  but  it  is  liaril  to  give  any  dcHnite  infurmatioti  ahont  them,  as  the 
cluths  vary  so  widuly.  As  a  rule,  howevtsr,  they  come  in  28  inches,  24  yards,  and  the 
lower  claaecH  are  generally  printed  on  cloths,  say  from  11  by  14  to  16  by  16. 

Gray  T-olotha  are  also  shipped  here,  but  this  is  not  a  very  large  trade.  An  a  mle 
they  mu  in  the  region  of  16  by  16,  abont  7  pounds  per  pieoe. 

Yonr  f^iHDds  ask  for  the  number  of  yardii  that  go  to  the  pound,  bat  English  goods 
are  never  sold  on  this  basis.  Where  goods  are  sold  by  weight  there  ate  always  so 
many  ponnds  per  pieco. 

With  regard  to  gray  shirtings,  which  we  mentioned  above,  we  may  say  that  the 

E resent  tendency  of  the  Chinese  is  to  bay  the  better  grade  of  goods,  altbongb  they 
avo  to  pay  more  money  for  them. 

Frank  P.  Ball, 
Agtul,  Amerioaii  Trading  CiMipa>y. 

COTTON  dOODS  TRADE  IN  SHANQHAI. 

Id  a  letter  dated  January  28, 1899,  addressed  to  a  United  States  firm, 
Oonsul-GeDeral  Goodiiow  gives  the  followiug  atlOilioual  luformatiou: 

The  piece  goods  trade  from  America  to  Shanghai  ia  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  a  skilled  expert  on  tlie  spot.  "So  other  American  prodaot 
occupies  so  important  a  place  iu  the  trade  with  Ohina  as  do  piece  goods. 
The  trade  is  almost  exclusively  for  unbleuched  sheetings,  drills,  and 
jeans.    The  great  increase  is  shown  by  the  figures  of  the  last  three  years. 


ArtlolB. 

ChlnL     j 

ChlDs. 

ShB^sl. 

a,29i,«oo  1 

i,4i8,»n 

1898. 

3.0i4,77J 

The  figures  fbr  1896  and  1897  are  taken  from  the  customs  report,  the 
figures  for  1898  fhim  trade  reports  which  are  unofficial,  bnt  approxi- 
mately correct  Sheetiugs  are  36  inches  wide  and  40  yards  long,  and 
are  pnt  up  in  bales  consisting  of  20  pieces.  The  construction  and  weight 
varies  from  2.8dyardaperponnd,  counting  48  by  52;  3  yaids  per  pound, 
48  by  48;  3,26  per  pound,  44  by  44.  Drills  are  30  inches  wide  by  40 
yards  long,  and  are  put  up  in  bales  consisting  of  fifteen  pieces,  chtefiy 
of  2.So  per  pound,  altliongh  some  are  sold  here  3  yards  to  the  pound, 
and  the  demand  for  the  latter  is  on  the  increase.  Jeans  are  30  inches 
wide  and  30  yards  long,  and  are  put  up  iu  bales  consisting  of  twenty 
pieces.  The  demand  has  sprung  up  latoly  for  goods  3G  inches  wide  and 
40  yards  long. 

The  demand  for  cotton  flannels  is  steadily  increasing.  It  is  estimated 
that  during  the  year  1898  more  than  150,000  pieces  were  imported. 
These  are  packed  in  stoat  wooden  cases  containing  twenty  pieces,  each 
30  inches  wide  and  30  yards  long,  weighing  2.85  yards  to  the  pound. 
The  trade  in  white  shirtings  is  almost  entirely  with  England.  It  is 
estimated  that  imports  in  1898  amounted  to  i,7(>4.309  pieces. 

There  is  no  textile  directory  giving  the  names  of  cotton  spinoas 
throughout  all  China.  The  foreign  managers  of  ootton-spinuing  facto- 
ries are,  Pearon,  Daniel  &  Go. ;  James  Jones ;  Jardine,  Mathiesoa  &  Oo. ; 
Arnold-Karberg  &  Go.,  and  Ilbert  &  Co.,  of  Shanghai    la  addition  to 
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theae  there  are  in  Shan^fhai  three  nulla  managed  by  Chinese.  One  at 
Soochov,  one  at  Woochang,  one  at  Haogehow,  and  one  at  Niagpo. 
The  above  foreign  managers  of  cotton-spinning  mills  have  in  the  past 
bought  some  Amerioan  cotton.  If  the  mills  owned  by  the  Chinese  have 
bonght  any  American  ootton  it  has  been  throngh  these  foreign  man- 
agers. There  is  no  evidence  of  any  probable  demand  for  raw  cotton 
from  America.  The  yam  Bpun  here  consists  almost  entirely  of  lOs, 
12s,  14s,  168,  for  which  the  local  cotton,  alChoagh  of  short  staple,  is 
well  Baited,  and  only  at  exceptional  times  can  cottou,  with  fireight  added 
to  the  first  cost,  compete  with  the  product  of  the  locality. 


Trade  conditions  at  Amoy  in  1897  were  scarcely  normal,  owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  the  plaifne  daring  the  greater  part  of  the  sammw.  In 
addition  might  be  mentioned  the  rapid  decline  in  silver,  and  a  corre- 
sponding increase  in  the  silver  price  of  all  imported  goods,  which  cansed 
a  ^«at  tailing  off  in  imports. 

The  net  valae  of  trade  for  the  year  was  (19,460,424,  which  ie  $57,641 
below  the  figures  of  1896,  and  $739,914  below  the  totals  of  1895. 

The  emigration  to  the  Straits  Settlements  declined  25  per  cent  by 
reason  of  the  Quarantine  imposed  against  this  port,  which  acconnted  for 
a  large  decrease  in  the  volume  of  business.  However,  the  emigration  to 
Id^anila  increased  in  spite  of  the  same  conditions.  The  principal  labor 
of  Manila  is  done  by  Chinese,  and  it  is  said  that  almost  the  entire 
Chinese  popnlation  of  the  PhiUppines  comes  from  this  province. 

The  rice  crop  of  1897  was  above  the  average;  native  merchants 
prospered  and  the  general  tendency  was  for  increased  trade  in  all  lines, 
which  was  prevented  only  by  the  above-mentioned  abnormal  oonditions. 
Money  was  easy  and  prevailing  rates  low.  Only  when  foreign  (luota- 
tions  were  being  considered,  did  the  dealer  hesitate.  The  uncertainty 
of  exchange  was  so  evident  that  few  invested  in  fabrics,  hence  a  decline 
in  the  imports, 

American  flonr  still  controls  the  market,  although  it  salFered  from 
the  above  causes  and  fell  i^m  14,232,400  pounds  in  1896,  to  6,961,466 
pounds  in  1897.  The  pcice  in  silver  dollars  was  a  little  more  than 
double  the  gold  price.  Thus  it  appears  that  while  our  mills  sold  only 
one  half  the  flour  they  did  the  previous  year,  the  Amoy  consumers  paid 
almost  as  much  for  that  commodity  as  iu  previous  years,  when  exchange 
rates  were  not  so  much  against  the  importer. 

Importations  of  cotton  fabrics  increase  annually,  in  spite  of  any  or 
all  dratrbacks.  The  total  value  of  cotton  goods  reaches  the  handsome 
sum  of  $2,292,472,  a  marked  advance  over  the  previous  record.  Ameri- 
can kerosene,  while  it  still  leads  all  other  brands,  has  lost  its  prestige 
largely,  and  is  being  snpplHoted  by  the  cheaper  ^^des  of  Bussian  and 
Sumatra  oils. 

It  is  impossible  to  trace  American  goods  arriving  in  China  through 
the  iiree  port  of  Hongkong,  aa  most  of  them  do.  They  are  forwarded 
tcom  there  without  designation  of  origin.  So  far  aa  I  have  been  able 
to  trace  the  goods,  the  trade  between  Amoy  and  the  United  Stat«s 
for  18»7  atood  as  follows:  Imports  irom  the  United  Statea,  $181,350; 
exports,  $4,907,883.  The  exi>ort  figures  are  complete,  while  the  im- 
ports, for  the  reason  stated,  only  represent  a  portion  of  the  bnaineas 
done. 

A.  BUBLINOAUE  JoHNBOIt,  CoHtul. 

Amoy,  August  25, 1898. 
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iMjrartf  at  Amoy  during  l*e  year  1837. 
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The  foUowiog  extracts  are  from  the  report  for  1897  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  cuBtoms  in  uharge  of  the  foreign  castom-houae.  There  is 
also  a  native  cnatom-liouBe,  which  deals  exclusively  with  Chinese.  The 
foreign  customs  is  so  called  because,  while  belonging  to  the  Oorem- 
ment  of  Ohina,  its  administration  is  in  the  hands  of  foreigners.  It 
is  the  only  institution  belonging  to  the  Government  of  Ohina  whose 
published  returns  can  be  depended  on,  and  it  is  to  this  institution  that 
we  look  for  information  relating  to  our  trade,  although  it  is  conceded 
that  an  immense  internal  trade  is  done  through  the  native  custom- 
bonses,  of  which  we  know  little  or  nothing: 

Loeid. — When  oompared  with  1896,  the  totbl  net  volne  of  the  trade  of  the  port  shows 
ao  iucreaae  of  2,518,023  haihwan  taels  ($1,863,337,  K^ld),  and  the  revenue  an  inoreaM 
of  34,115  haihwan  taele  ($25,467.  gold).  Tbe  increHee  m  valne  is  dne  ptlnoipal];  to 
inoTeased  imports  of  foreign  goods  Avm  native  porta,  plna  a  larger  export  of  native 
prodnce  to  native  ports,  aud  the  enhanced  silver  co«t  of  native  prodncta  oonseqaent 
on  the  deamesa  of  copper  cash.  The  inoreasa  of  the  revenue  ia  dne,  in  imports,  to 
the  large  amonnt  of  ginaenf;  received  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  from  Korea,  kltd 
in  exports  to  an  increased  trade  in  native  products. 

In  the  direct  foreign  import  trade,  articlea  of  European  mannfaotwe  show  ft  de- 


i,  while  those  of  Japan  show  a  marked  inoreaae^  notably  Japanese  yaiD,  which 
ivftnced  by  38,620  picnls  (6,136,000  pounds,'  and  matches,  by  118,000  groaB. 
Imports  of  foreign  goods  from  native  ports  nave  considerably  increased ;  but 


they  arrive  here  covered  by  exemption  certiilcate,  the  revenue  collected  is  no  indes 
of  the  trade. 


Chefoo  trade  is,  year  by  year,  being  handled  more  by  the  native  than  the  foreign 
local  merchant.  In  fact,  if  it  were  not  for  the  verr  lucrative  buBineSd  in  coal,  tbe 
foreign  mercantile  community  would  be  mnoh  smaller  than  it  now  is.     Excluding 


tonnage  dues,  less  than  6  per  cent  of  the  total  yearly  revenne  is  received  from  the 
foreign  Chefoo  merabaota. 

The  prodnce  of  the  province  is  gradnally  finding  its  way  to  larger  center*  of  trade 
than  Chefoo — i.  e.,  Shanghai  and  Tientsin.  The  local  trade  in  pongees  is  almost 
extinct,  the  finer  grades  being  sent  direct  to  Shanghai. 

With  regard  to  tbe  bnainesa  done  by  the  native  merchant  during  tbe  past  Tear, 
the  market  for  old  and  new  iron  has  been  good,  trade  with  Vladivostok  has  oeen 
remunerative,  and  better  profits  have  been  made  in  vermicelli.  On  tbe  other  hand, 
the  Shanghai  import  trade  (in  foreign  and  native  goods)  has  been  i>adi  man«y  has 
been  lost  on  silk;  the  bean-oake  bnstneas,  although  favorable  in  spring,  waa  allure 
In  autumn  and  winter,  and  considerable  loss  was  suffered  on  cotton  yam. 

Mexican  dollars  were  at  one  time  as  high  as  T.S3  mace  each  ($0.56  gold),  and  copper 
cash  l.OIO  to  the  Chefoo  tael,  average  value  $0.3%,  gold. 

Rerenae.—Tbe  total  revenue  for  tlie  year  was  461,279  haikwan  taels  ($311,356.4« 
gold),  an  increase  of  34,416  haikwan  taels  ($26,467.10  gold)  over  that  of  1896.  Ont 
of  the  first-named  sum  only  40,845  haikwan  taels  (Inclusive  of  19,386  haikwan  taele 
tonnage  dues)  were  collected  from  foreigners.' 

Foreign  Iratls.--(a)  Imports:  Here  the  net  value  was  3,685,060  haikwan  taels,  or 
566,224  haikwan  taels  above  that  of  1896.    Thtvre  was  a  larger  decrease  in  all  deacrip- 


tions  of  cotton  piece  goods.^  Indian  yam  full  from  44,428  plcals  (6,923,733  ponnds) 
in  1696  to  21,042  nioals  (2,805,600  pounds),  while,  on  tbe  other  hand,  Japanese  yam 
advanced  from  {,045  (539,933  pounds)  to  42,5^  picuU  (5,676,333  poands).     Metals 


compare  unfavorably  with  the  figures  of  the  previous  year,  there  being  decreasee 
under  all  headings.* 

In  sundries,  we  note  a  large  increase  in  Korean  ginaeng,  209  picnls  (27,86S  pounds), 
against  104  pieula  (13,866  pounds),  and  Korean  ginseng  beard  and  CDttings  liXipiouis 
(14,000  pounds),  against  10  picnls  (1,333  pounds),  no  keroaene  oil  waa  Imported 
froui  abroad  in  1897,  our  supplies  having  been  drawn  from  Shanghai."    Matches, 

'1  pionl  =^  188}  poands. 

■Coastiog  veaseu  generally  pay  tonnage  tax  at  Sb 
pay  tonnage  once  in Tonr  months,  this  amount  was  m 
Buseian,  Korean,  or  Japanese  ports. 

'  Of  the  31  classes  of  ootton  goods,  according  to  his  table,  14  show  a  gain  over  the 
ioiportfi  of  1896.     All  American  goods  inoreasM. 

■native  steel  Increased  50,000  pounds  over  1896. 

*This  IB  remarkable,  as  a  landing  certificate  signed  by  me  states  that  tbe  British 
DMk  (MVmgrov*,  from  New  York,  oonuneDoed  to  diacharg*  oU  Deoember  IB,  18B7. 
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other  tlun  JapuiMO,  deoKnsd  from  177,150  to  100,625  grow.  This  large  deareaae  is, 
however,  more  than  compeiuated  bj  an  importation  of  ?18,9U  grow  of  Japaoeee 
nuttohei,  a  ealii  of  118,011  gro"  o^er  the  previooa  yaar.  Brown  engar  ebowB  au 
adTBooe  of  97,000  picnls  (4,^333  ponnds). 

(b)  Exports :  The  valne  of  the  prodacta  of  the  port  shipped  to  foraign  oonntriM 
•  •  •  In  1896  •  •  ■  haa  riaen  to  1,M7,753  halkwan  taele  (W87,KI7  gold),  an 
ineroaaeof  19S,033  halkwan  taela  (S1U,211.20  t;old).  Of  the  total  ralne,  Hongkong  is 
credited  with  45  per  oent  and  Raaalan  Manchuria  with  35  per  cent,  while  Japan, 
Korea,  and  Formoaa,  in  the  order  named,  make  up  the  balance. 

The  principal  goods  ehipped  were  beancake,  beaue,  red  and  black  dates,  gronntj 
nnte,  Bhcee  and  boots,  and  verm i colli. 

CooMt  trade, — This  heading  shows  •  •  ■  a  f^aln  of  more  than  20  per  cent  over  the 
valne  of  the  1896  trade.  Comparing  1897  with  1896,  we  find  increases  in  the  export 
of  beans,  nnnnd  nuts,  groand-Dnt  oil,  ;ellow  Hilk,  wild  raw  silk,  tefase  silk,  straw 
braid,  and  deoreasee  In  beancake,  silk  pongees,  and  vermicelli.  The  production  of 
the  Chefoo  Filanda  has  been  In  Kood  demand.  The  balk  was  well  under  oontraot 
to  foreign  bnyers,  who  are  again  inquiring  for  this  silk.' 

The  native  filatnins  were  well  oconpled  np  to  the  last  fen  months  of  the  year. 
Their  prodnetions  ate  obleflyeent  to  Soaoghal,  nnder  i^ontract  to  the  foreign  bayera 
there.  Prloea  roee  ^om  30  to  40  per  cent  over  those  of  the  previons  year,  owing  to 
die  lower  rate  of  exchange  and  the  greater  demand  tTom  Europe. 

Toward  the  cloae  of  the  year  prices  declined,  bnt  the  artiole  was  still  fairlv  in 
reqnest.  In  the  autumn  there  was  a  good  market  for  wild  waste  silk,  hot  it  aied 
away  again.    The  demand  depenile  fjreatly  on  the  reqnirementa  of  the  ^Inshhnsiness. 

The  crop  of  cocoons  was  very  poor,  and  owing  to  the  competition  caused  by 
inoreaae  In  the  number  of  Chinese  buyers,  the  price  went  np  coDHiderablf.  This, 
together  with  the  rise  in  exchange  at  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  is  causing  earlier 
buyers  to  lose  a  good  deal, 

A  fair  foreien  expin't  trade  in  yellow  silk  has  been  done.  The  reaolt,  though,  can 
hardly  be  satisfaotoir,  as  purchases  were  made  at  the  top  of  the  market,  since  when 
the  price  here  has  fallen  considerably,  making  later  shipments  to  Europe  much 


cheaper  than  those  which  went  forward  earlier.  From  a  local  point  of  view,  the 
trade  in  silk  pongees  has  been  very  bad.  Prices  went  np  in  some  Instances  as  much 
a*  76  per  cent  over  the  previona  year'a  flgnrei,  and  evsn  then  no  f;ood  s 


_  _  B  for  the  deamess  of 

pongees  the  very  expensive  silk  they  had  to  nse  and  the  increased  cost  of  labor, 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  the  wage-paying  medium,  copper  cash.  Japan,  India,  and 
other  Aslatio  countries  are  now  consumers,  and  apparently,  quality  is  not  of  such 
importance  in  these  as  it  is  in  European  markets.  Chinese  d<-alers  are  getting  full 
pnoee  for  their  inferior  goods,  and  it  may  therefore  be  to  tbeir  advantage  to  weave 

{ongees  as  they  are  doing  at  present,  witbont  sheen,  full  of  Htreaks,  and  of  uncertain 
m^h.  The  United  States  markets  are  now  practically  oloeed  on  account  of  the 
prohibitive  import  duty  levied — as  much  as  700  per  cent  in  some  instances.*    A 

Songee  Boperior  to  that  now  preaented  to  the  Cbefoo  merchant  cau  be  obtained  in 
bangbai. 

The  export  of  straw  braid  amoouted  to  32,263  bales  in  1696  and  34,209  bales  in  1897. 
Foreign  pnrehasers  are  responsible  for  this  slight  Improvemeut,  as  Cbineee  mer- 
ahanta  ebipped  »  few  hnnilred  balea  less  thau  in  the  previous  year.    Improved 

{ili^ts,  tram  which  mnch  was  expected,  must  for  the  preeont  be  considered  a  fullnre, 
he  want  of  uniform  good  quality  and  the  high  price  charged  being  largely  account- 
able fbr  unrealized  hopes.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  "split  ^ncies,"  bnt  a  large 
bnsineas  was  done  in  ''split-plain  braid,"  for  good  qnalitles  of  which  the  demand  is 
likely  to  continue. 

The  rise  in  the  value  of  copper  cash  requires  to  be  taken  into  account,  as  from 
this  cause  alone,  goods  bought  at  32  tocls  a  hale  in  the  early  spring  could  not  be 
obtained  in  the  autnmn  under  37  taels. 

Rtthipmentt  ooiMtiriM.— The  value  rose  In  1897  to  633,493  haikwan  taels  (1468,784.82 
gold),  an  Increase  of  268,726  haikwan  taels  {•198,857.84  gold)  over  18!)6,  more  than 
one-half  of  which  comes  under  Korean  ginseng  heard  and  cuttinga,  which  were 
reexported  coaslwise  to  the  amount  of  3.54,016  haikwan  taeU  (3261,971.84  gold),  as 
against  190,168  haikwan  taels  (9110,724.32  gold)  in  the  previous  year. 

CMUtivite  arrival*. — The  value  of  the  trade  in  foreign  goods  from  native  porta 
(chiefly  Shanghai),  and  in  native  goods  ftom  native  ports  (chiefly  Shanghai,  Swatow, 

'  I  certified  ta  invoices  covering  this  silk  exported  to  the  United  Statae  to  the  value 
of  160,934.90  gold  during  calendar  year  189T. 

■  Value  of  Bilk  certifled  at  this  oonsolate  for  export  to  United  Slates,  July  1, 1896, 

to  July  1,  1887,  (30,514.34.     From  July  1, 1897,  to  July  1,  I^M8,47B.20;  ! ■" 

ozports  after  the  act,  $17,966.86  gold. 
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Tientsin,  and  Canton),  amonnted  to  11,464,811  haikwan  toele  (98,466,583.36  gold), 
showing  an  increaae  of  869,070  haikwan  taela  (3643,111.80  gold). 

The  whole  of  this  increase  in  dae  to  enlarged  importations  of  foreign  goods, 
native  imports  having,  on  the  contrary,  deoLned.  In  cotton  goods,  the  most  aotice- 
ftbla  incraasee  come  ander  HhirtingB  of  all  kinds  (17,061  pieoes),  American  drills 
(36,7MpleoeB),  andJapaneaevam  (28,328 pionlH,or3,777,066panndB),  while  decreases 
are  shown  in  English  and  Indian  drills  and  sheetings,  bandkerohle&,  and  towels. 

The  shrinkage  in  the  importation  of  Indian  jam  (50,979  pionls,  or  8,797,300  pounds) 
is  espeoially  noteworthy.  Metals  show  diminntion  nnder  nearly  all  headings,  lilve 
milium  two  hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand  and  sixty  gallons  of  American  kero- 
sene oil  were  imported  during  the  year,  against  2,38S,2C0  gallons  in  1S96,  showing  a 
Sin  of  2,892,810  gallons,  while  arrivals  of  Knssian  kerosene  (577,800  gallons)  more 
ui  doabled  the  record  of  the  ptevions  year. 

Native  imports  show  a  decrease  in  Shanghai  and  Hankow  ginned  cotton  (4,256 
pieces  and  5,630  pieces,  respectifely),  in  raw  ootton  (4,872  picn1s,or649,600poiuidB), 
in  first  and  seoond  quality  paper  (8,262  pionls,  or  401,600  pounds),  and  in  tng*r  of  all 
descriptions  (32,000  pionls,  or  4,266,666  ponnds.) 

Inland  Iraiuit. — Qoods  conveyed  hy  water  to  and  from  nontreaty  ports,  both  by 
jnnks  and  by  the  Chinese  steamer  Kteangcki,  pay  dnes  at  the  native  onatom-bonse. 
No  dnea  are  collected  on  merchandise  transported  by  land  rentes. 

Shipping.— The  tonnage  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  was  2,386,301  tons.  The 
nnmber  of  vessels  increased  by  53,  and  their  tonnage  b^  119,486  over  the  fignres  for 
1896,  Sailing  tonnage  is  gradnally  becoming  more  insignifioant,  being  represented 
by  only  31  vessels  of  14,6M  tons,  against  39  vessels  of  23,437  tons,  in  the  pievions 
twelve  months. 

British  figares  are  sllgbtiy  Id  advance  of  those  of  1896,  being  nearly  56  per  cent 
of  tbe  total  tonnage.  Tbe  ChiDese  and  Oerman  flags,  with  26  per  cent  and  9  per 
cent,  lOBpeutively,  ei:hibit  a  small  gain. 

Freights  have  been  well  maintained  dnrinK  the  year  by  the  three  coast  lines,  whUe 
oatside  steamers  have  oocasioDally  done  wall. 

Paiienger  (riyPo.— Fifty -seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one  natives  left 
the  port  and  58,698  arrived  here  during  the  twelvemonth,  principally  Chefoo  coolies, 
going  to  and  retarning  from  Tientsin,  Newchwang,  and  Vladlvostock.  The  traffic 
to  and  fVom  the  last-named  port  has  grown. 

In  1891,  the  numbers  were  492  and  1,685  to  and  from,  reapeotivdy ;  in  I8S7,  tiitiy 
were  8,679  and  12,684.  Native  passengers  leaving  Chefoo  for  Vladivostook  are 
recjuired  to  take  out  passports,  for  which  they  are  charged  1|  gold  roubles  (sav  12.40) 
each  at  the  Russian  consulate,  and  1,800  cash  (say  f.j.lO)  by  tbe  Tao^i,  in  all,  $4.60 
per  head. 

TVeosure.— As  is  always  the  case  in  this  port,  the  eiportations  of  treasure  oonsid- 
erably  eioeeded  the  im^ortntions,  a  fact  readily  explained  by  looking  at  oar  trade- 
value  table,  whore  the  imports  largely  outweigh  the  exports. 

A  considerable  qaantity  of  eold  obtained  from  the  Liaotung  peninsula  is  bought 
np  by  native  specalatora  and  shipped  to  Shanghai. 

The  importation  of  copper  cash— 57,891  haikwan  taels,  mostly  from  Hongkong — did 
not  do  much  toward  improving  the  state  of  the  local  market,  which  saffsred  the 
whole  year  from  the  dearneas  and  scarcity  of  China's  only  coin. 

During  the  preceding  four  years,  the  highest  quotation  was  that  in  1894, 1,040  cash 
to  the  Hoxicau  dollar;  the  lowest  860,  in  1696.  In  1897,  the  limits  of  varwtion  were 
9O0Bnd730oaah  to  the  dollar.'     '     '     ' 

Mieeellantatu. — The  public  bund  and  jetties,  commenced  in  August,  1896,  were 
oompleted  on  December  5,  1897.  The  bund  fronts  the  property  of  foreign  owners 
and  IS  2,174  feet  in  length.  The  total  area  reclaimed,  inclnding  streets,  bund,  jet- 
ties, and  bnilding  lots,  is  about  42  mori.'  Tbe  baud  is  provided  with  seven  sets  of 
landing  steps,  two  jetties,  and  a  carf^o  slip  and  boat  slip,  the  two  last  having  been 
built  at  the  special  request  of  foreitni  merohauts.  The  average  width  of  the  bncd 
is  50  feet.  Tbe  depth  of  water  at  the  ends  of  the  two  jetties  is  over  four  het  in 
winter  and  six  feet  in  summer  at  lowest  spring  tides.  Thna,  the  loading  and  dis- 
cborginK  of  cargo  boats  is  greatly  facilitated  and  the  dispatch  of  steamers  oonse- 
qnently  nastened. 

The  inland  steamer  fiuanjoAi  carried  on  her  nsnal  trade  with  the  local  non-treaty 
ports.  Among  other  goods,  she  took  away  about  6,000  bales  of  cotton  piece  goods, 
13,BO0  hales  of  cotton  yam,  and  865  oases  of  kerosene  oil,  and  brouKht  to  Che^  339 
chests  of  native  oplnm,  11,177  bales  of  straw  braid,  4, 187  bales  of  refoaisilk,  and  783 
paokages  of  cocoons. 

'  To-day,  October  12,  the  rate  is  800  cash  to  the  Mexioan.  'Seven  nates. 
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Not  a  single  American  steamer  appears  in  the  list,  and  there  are  but 
three  entries  of  American  soiling  vessels — really  only  two,  as  one,  the 
Quu^t^,  entered  twice  during  the  year.  The  other  was  the  Comet, 
since  anfortunately  wrecked  off  the  Formosau  coast. 

IlTothing  disgasts  me  more  than  the  study  of  the  shipping  tables  of 
China.  Onr  once  preponderating  influence  is  gone,  and  no  one  thing 
has  done  more  to  curtail  our  prestige,  influence,  and  trade  than  this 
almost  total  disappearance  of  the  American  flag  from  the  Uhioa  seas. 

How  oor  shipping  has  declined  can  be  seen  from  this  table: 

Amerioan  retieli  entered  at  port  0/  Ck^oo. 
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Nu  Amflricwt  veiials  entered  daring  Uie  years  omitted. 

The  records  of  this  office  show  that  beginning  in  1866  with  10  steam- 
ers, the  number  grew  to  200  in  1876 — high-water  mark — while  the  largest 
number  of  sailers  was  28,  in  1868. 

Bo  American  steamers  entered  in  the  years  1880, 1881, 1882,  and  1883, 
or  fh)m  1886  to  date.  The  entries  for  1884  (83)  1886  (109)  are  accounted 
for  by  the  transfto  of  the  Chinese  steamers  to  the  homse  of  Bnssell  & 
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Co.,  and  was  only  temporary,  daring  the  Franco-Ohina  war.  Vlo  Amer- 
ican sailing  vessels  eutered  m  1880, 1883, 1889, 1890,  1S91, 1892, 1893, 
and  1896. 

For  years  American  tonnage  led,  and  the  flag  wao  as  frequently  aeen 
as  now  is  the  Chinese,  which  sncceeded  It  with  the  fall  of  the  great 
house  of  Bassell  &  Co.  American  shipping  then  suffered  a  check  from 
which  it  has  not  yet  recovered. 

I  have  been  consul  in  China  at  a  seaport  for  nearly  ten  years,  and 
yet  it  was  not  nntil  last  June,  that  I  had  the  great  pleasure  of  secdog 
a  fuli-rigged  ship  fiying  the  Stars  and  Stripes  sail  into  the  harbor 
direct  ftom  the  United  Htat«s;  it  was  a  grand  sight,  and  yet  I  oonld 
not  repress  a  sigh  as  I  thought  of  the  time  when  these  arrivals  were  of 
everyday  occarrence. 

In  the  shipping  liBt  before  me  of  the  port  of  Shanghai,  dat«d  Uctober 
12,  are  noted  three  sailing  ships  from  New  York,  one  Biitiah  and  two 
American.  The  British  ship,  with  oil,  is  consigned  to  the  American 
Standard  Oil  Company;  the  two  American  ships  are  consigned  to  Ger- 
man flrma.  There  are  also  several  first  class  American  houses  in  Shang- 
hai that  stand  on  their  merits,  but  when  the  Pacific  Miul  Steamship 
Company  dissolved  partnership  with  the  Japanese  ffippon  Ynsen 
Kaisha,  and  it  became  necessary  to  run  its  steamers  to  Shanghai,  it 
did  not  place  its  iuterestsin  the  hands  of  oneof  the  American  firms;  the 
managers  appointed  a  British  flrm  as  their  agents,  and  we  see  the  only 
line  flying  the  Stars  and  Stripes  consigned  to  a  British  house,  and  this 
same  company  is  also  agent  for  a  British  line.  1  have  repeatedly  writ- 
ten on  this  phase  of  our  trade  daring  past  years,  and  I  am  more  con- 
vinced than  ever  of  the  folly  our  people  perpetrate,  in  placing  their 
interests  in  the  hands  of  foreigners.  I  have  seen  evidence  as  to  how 
American  trade  has  suffered. 

We  know  that  we  are  a  great  and  powerful  nation,  but  do  others 
know  it,  especially  the  nations  of  the  EitstT  The  old  saw,  "seeing  is 
believing,"  is  especially  applicable  in  China.  What  evidence  have  the 
Chinese  that  America  is  one  of  the  great  nations  of  theeartliT  Id 
this  harbor  are  daily  seen  British,  German,  Bnssian,  French,  Chinese, 
Norwegian,  Dutch,  and  Japanese  steamers,  but  our  flag  is  missing.  I 
tell  the  Chinese  of  our  vast  inland  and  coasting  traffic,  of  the  thoa- 
sands  of  miles  of  railroads,  of  onr  overhead  and  snbway  roads,  of  the 
rapidity  with  which  one  can  travel  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco. 
I  show  them  maps  of  the  United  States,  of  the  vast  extent  of  territory 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  I  show  them  photographs  of  onr 
inventions,  of  onr  beautiTul  cities;  they  smile,  bow^  thank  me,  and  then 
blandly  ask,  "Where  are  your  ships?"  accentuating  the  question  by 
looking  at  the  harbor  full  of  ships  of  all  nations  bnt  mine. 

We  must  build  the  Nicaragua  Uanal,  lay  cables  to  China  via  Sand- 
wich Islands,  and  above  all,  restore  our  shipping.  We  should  impose  a 
discriminating  tax  on  foreign  Bhip.s  entei-ing  American  harbors,  and 
give  rebates  on  cargo  brought  in  native  bottoms. 

The  following  clippings  from  United  States  newspapers  contaio 
interesting  facts: 


Almost  the  eutfre  bnHineiiB  of  marine  underwriting  ia  now  done  thcaa^  a^ „ 

of foretgn  oompaoiefl.    Tlioiigh  the  oommeroe  of tbe  country  haseooimanily  inoraaaed, 
beinj;  nearly  qnadTiipleA  iu  forty  yuan,  .yet  the  capital  of  tlieao  ibretfn  cmnpauiw 

invostBd  ill  tills  fountry  is  only  about  $7,000,000,  tV-~  '•""—  *>• '-  -m_. 

of  the  deposits  raqoireii  to  be  mode  with  the  i. 
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Ibwb.  The  oapitallEatioD  of  ths  parent  companiM  is  nnknown, no  Btatement  of  enoh 
eapilal  beiDg  published,  nod  therefore,  these  foreign  organizations  pay  only  Hmall 
taxes  here  for  the  privilege  of  doing  buBineaa  ill  this  oonntry.     ■     *     * 

It  will  he  seen  at  a  glance  that  competition  by  American  companies,  did  theae  com- 
panles  exist  in  anffloient  number  to  attempt  to  compete,  would  be  almost  impossible, 
and  nntll  conditions  shall  materially  change,  there  will  be  little  incentire  for  Ameri- 
can capital  to  engi^n  in  marine  nnaernTlting. 

The  spectacle  is  proeented  to-day  of  onr  ocean  carrying  trade  being  almost  wholly 
In  the  Lands  of  foreigners,  who  are  receiving  fally  $300,000,000  annnally  for  the 
transportation  of  oar  imports  and  esporte.     Foreignersarealso  underwriting  almost 


too  of  the  goods  oarried,  besides  taking  risks  upon  every  ship  engaged  in  the 

.    They  conlrlbate  scarcely  anything  in  the  form  of  taxes  for  the  privilege  of 

idncting  their  business,  and  tney  vigoronsly  resist  every  attempt  which  is  made 


raffle 


to  require  them  to  beoi  some  portion  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  facilities  for 
UieiT  shipping. 

The  remedy  for  this  dls^ceial  condition  of  affairs  seems  to  be  the  imposition  of 
discriminating  duties  (gainst  goods  carried  in  foreign  ships.    If  this  remedy  ehoald 

RroveeO'ective,  it  would  tend  to  stimulate  the  growth  of  onr  American  marine,  and 
1  that  event,  inanrance  would  most  assuredly  follow  tlie  carrier,  successlnl  cuuipeti- 
Hon  with  foreign  underwriters  would  soon  become  possible,  and  it  cimld  be  made 
entirely  successful  by  a  system  of  taxation  which  would  adequately  protect  Ameri- 
can capital  employed  in  under  writing.  First  of  all,  however,  an  American  merohont 
marine.    After  that,  innnmerable  bteaaings  anil  advantages  will  follow. 

MOT  KMOUOB  AUBRICAN   VKBBBLS   TO   CARRY   AMBRICAM   VKBIOHTH. 

"  What  will  you  say,"  said  President  James  J.  Hill,  of  the  Oreat  Northern  Rail- 
road, In  ft  reoent  iutervien,  "  when  I  tell  yon  that  the  Oreat  Northern  rood  alone 
hasbeenoompelledtorefasethesbipmeutof  60,000  tone  of  steel  rails  and  30,000,000 
ponndsof  ootton-^all  demanded  by  Asia — simply  because  there  are  no  water  facili- 
ties by  means  of  which  this  meTchandise  may  be  transported  to  Asiatics  ports)  I'hus 
the  city  of  Seattle  has  lost  the  beueSte  t-o  be  derived  Irom  the  shipment  of  that 
enormous  quantity  of  prodnot,  simpl]^  becanse  the  Unitcl  States  has  no  merchant 
marine,  and  what  there  is  obtainable  in  otber  countries  is  largely  nniler  tlie  control 
of  ft  foreign  element  antagonistlo  to  American  business  and  favorable  to  foreign 
business. 

"Myjudgment  is  that  thefoarful  sums  of  money  which  the  Government  of  tlie 
United  States  bas  been  compelled  to  pay  for  ordinary  transport  steamships  snitable 
to  bo  used  in  times  of  war,  will  compel  Congress  to  take  such  action  as  will  induce 
American  capital  to  once  more  find  investment  in  the  merchant  marine  that  may  be 
soiled  onder  the  Stare  and  Stripes.  If  it  does  not,  then  stagnation  must  settle 
down  agftin  over  Amerioan  products  simply  becauHe  famine  won't  last  forever,  and 
the  United  Stateu  is  at  the  mercy  of  foreign  trftnsportation  companies  operating  the 
bosinees  of  the  world  upon  wat«r.  The  American  people  must  demand  of  their 
Congiws  snoh  laws  as  will  enable  the  United  States  to  compete  with  other  nations, 
and  not  be  compelled  to  rely  on  foreign  shipping. 

"  Facifle  commerce,"  continued  President  Bill,  "  is  fraught  with  all  that  is  propi- 
tions  for  the  future.  The  next  quarter  of  a  century  will  witness  an  expansion  and 
development  of  which  the  history  of  the  world  does  not  show  a  parallel.  Interna- 
tional maritime  commerce  is  bnilt  up,  guided,  and  mode  what  it  is  by  governments. 
Individuals  can  not  do  much ;  the  government  jilaoes  the  restrictions  or  affords  the 
necessary  encouragemeut  fur  expansion  and  broadening.  Our  war  with  Spain,  the 
dlsmem1>erment,  the  breaking  up,  of  the  Chinese  Empire,  the  march  of  progress 
exhibited  in  Japan,  are  some  of  the  factors  now  apparent  that  will  for  the  future 
inflnence  commerce  with  the  Paoiflo  coast  of  the  United  States." 


The  Ledger,  of  Toooma,  Wash.,  recentlv  noted  the  loading  at  that  port  of  eight 
steamers  with  steel  rails  for  Japan.  The  rails  wei«  the  product  of  an  Illinois 
s(«el  company,  and  ore  ordered  for  the  remodeling  of  Japanese  railways,  which  are 
to  be  equipped  with  Anierloftn  rolling  stock.  Steamers  cairying  the  rails  are  deeoHlied 
OS  the  largest  and  most  modemly  equipped  steel  tramp  steftmships,  each  bearing 
fh>m  4,000  to  6,400  tons  dead  weight.  Commenting  on  the  above,  the  New  York 
Commercial  remarks : 

"These  ateamera  tra  all  British  built,  British  owned,  and  British  manned,  fiat 
what  will  the  .lapanese  think  of  ns,  we  a  nation  whose  methods  and  styles  she  likes 
to  imitate,  to  find  Amerioan-buiJt  rails  coming  to  them  in  British  tramps?  Why 
should  not  Japan  think  that  British  shijis  are  best,  if  we  show  that  we  do  by  employ- 
ing them  almost  exclusively  in  our  ports  to  do  onr  oarryingf    That  may  explMn 
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why  Japaneae  shipownera  ^  to 
larger  part  of  their  war  Hhips. 

AxDericaQH,  wure  eufragod  in  itointt  our  oiLrryuii^f  tuoj  wuuiu  nuuw  iuihhj  iiauuiiH  boat 
bay  ships  what  w«  oonid  do,  ana  they  might — probably  woald — come  hare  to  have 
theii  Tessela  bnilt  ioBtead  of  guiug  to  Great  Btitaiu." 

Only  forty  ye&rs  ago,  the  Japanese  did  not  own — in  fact  rarely  saw — & 
steamer ;  now  they  have  the  finest  lines  on  the  coast.  The  Nippon  Tnseu 
Kaisba  is  the  second  most  powerfiil  line  ia  the  vorld,  and  two  or  three 
lines  are  muaiiig  to  the  United  8tat«s. 

TOAKSPOBTATION. 

This  has  not  mat«rially  improved,  with  the  exception  that  last  winteTj 
a  at«amer  left  here  on  the  arrival  of  the  foreign  mails  fiom  Shanghai 
for  Shanhaikuau,  where  they  were  put  on  board  the  cars  and  forwarded 
to  TientsiD  and  Peking.  This  was  a  vast  improvement  over  the  over- 
land courier  route,  and  offered  an  opportunity  for  a  comparatively  quick 
and  comfortable  trip  to  those  whose  business  called  them  to  Peking, 
TSo  freight  was  carried  by  this  steamer,  which  was  chartered  by  the 
inspector  of  customs,  Ko  doubt,  this  method  will  be  followed  in  the 
future,  as  it  is  impossible  to  think  of  relapsing  into  the  old  method. 

Many  of  the  steamers  now  stop  eu  roate,  British  at  Weihaiwei, 
German  at  Tsingtan,  and  a  steamer  now  plies  twice  a  week  to  Fort 
Arthur.  Besides  these,  a  new  line  is  to  start  iu  the  spring  ftom  Vladi- 
vostock,  calling  at  Port  Arthur,  Talienwau,  Chefoo,  Shanghai,  and 
Hongkong.  This  line  is  under  the  control  of  an  American  firm  at  the 
first-nam^  port.  The  port  as  a  shipping  center  is  rapidly  growing  in 
importance. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  following  different 
men-of-war  entered  this  port:  American,  5;  British,  47;  German,  11; 
French,  8;  Russian,  30;  Japanese,  30. 

At  one  time  this  spring,  there  were  34  ships  of  war  at  anchor. 

Chefoo  as  a  shipping  port  is  only  exceeded  by  Shanghai.  Its  impor- 
tance will  be  seen  by  the  following  table  of  arrivals  and  departoiee  of 
steamers  at  the  varions  ports  dnring  the  calendar  year  1897 : 


Port*. 

Shli* 

Tonugik. 

i 

.;%K 

"7 

All  communications  with  the  United  States  are  via  Shanghai  or  Japan, 
Few  ships  trade  direct.  Only  two  (one  American,  one  Britash)  sailers 
entered  this  portforthetwelvemonthsended  Jane  30,  direct  firom  New 
York,  both  oil  laden. 

There  is  no  shipbuilding  In  Ohefoo.  Nearly  all  junks  or  other  Urge 
native  crafts  are  bnilt  at  Fachan  or  Ningpo  or  other  southern  porte. 
The  Taku  docks  at  Tientsin  now  hold  a  torpedo-boat  destroyer — the 
first  time  a  foreign-government  boat  was  ever  docked  north  of  Shanghai. 
As  soon  as  the  Whiting — the  vessel  in  dock — comes  outfit  is  proposed 
to  send  the  other  destroyers  there  from  Weihaiwei.  This  dock  was 
able  last  spring  to  rebuild  a  coasting  steamer,  and  this  fact  oaoaed  the 
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British  admiral  to  try  tbe  dock  for  his  destroyers,  vessels  of  216  feet. 
The  result  of  this  experiment  ia  looked  for  anxioasly. 

In  Jaue,  the  Inlaud  waters  were  thrown  open  to  navigation,  bat  owing 
to  the  TOxatiouB  and  needless  regolationB,  little  if  any  advantage  has 
been  realized  as  yet.  Already  the  officials  are  opposing  and,  in  some 
instances,  depriving  owners  from  enjoying  privileges  that  they  had 
before  the  edict  was  pnblished.  Under  proper  and  simple  rules,  this 
right  to  trade  inland  would  be  of  incalculable  value,  I  beg  to  refer  to 
my  report  on  this  subject  published  in  the  Uonanlar  Beporta,  No.  214, 
for  July,  1898,  page  374.' 

At  my  instance,  the  Bev.  Earle  B.  Sims  has  taken  soundings  of  the 
river  on  which  the  capital  of  this  province,  Chinan-fn,  is  situated.  His 
report  follows : 

I  was  two  days 

_..._.  ,.     ..  _.  .  ,         .    ._     _. .     _       , .  an  a  Bmalllxut 

on  the  OMial  to  Cbinui-m. 

Ab  jon  aakeddne  what  kind  of  a  body  of  watei  tb«  canal  was,  and  as  the  captain 
of  tbe  S\BO»g«ki  aUo  aaked  me  the  aame,  I  took  n  nnmber  of  obMryations  on  mv 
retnn  trip.  I  prapariMl  a  short  aoundinft  line  on  the  American  foot  scale  and  took 
from  50  to  100  eonndinga  each  d^.  It  is  recorded  that  by  the  canal  tram  Yaugchi 
kon  to  Chefoo  ii  160  milea  (180  U).  I  found  that  within  7  miles  of  Cbioan-fD  tbe 
water  waa  over  8  feet,  bat  never  leaa  than  8  feet.  The  laat  T  miles  the  ehalloweHt 
water  was  3  feet  10  inches.  Jost  here,  the  water  is  ahoat  7i  feet.  Yon  can  Bay  that 
now,  on  acooont  of  this  being  the  rainy  season,  it  is  about  1}  feet  deeper  than  it  is  in 
tbe  dry  season ;  not  more.  1  get  this  information  from  Chinese.  Tbe  Chineae  boat- 
men informed  me  that  the  water  at  the  shallowest  point  in  the  dry  season  ]•  never 
leas  than  2  Chinese  Chinan-fa  feet,  abont  2i  Amerioau  feet. 

Last  winter  being  worm,  it  was  not  obstructed  by  ice,  eioept  for  one  or  two  dayo; 
but  ordinarily,  navigation  isobstmctod  about  one  month  each  year  on  account  of 
freezing. 

Tbe  canal  is  about  SO  feet  wide  till  nearing  Cbinon-fu,  where  it  is  about  50  feet 
wide.  It  bas  a  good,  hard  dirt  bottom,  except  for  tbe  last  7  miles,  which  seem  to 
have  a  soil  dirt  bottom,  and  at  one  place,  about  2  miles  from  Cbinan-fn,  there  are  a 
few  pointed  rooks,  whioh  keep  the  boalmen  on  the  lookout  in  passing.  The  canal 
bae  good  banks. 

The  Kwangohi  referred  to  is  a  steamer  belonging  to  Chinese,  plying 
between  Ohefoo  and  the  mouth  of  this  river  or  canal.  It  ia  mentioned 
also  by  tho  comnussiouer  in  his  report,  copied  above,  as  not  entering  or 
paying  duties  at  the  foreign  customs,  but  at  the  native.  In  my  opinion, 
the  same  privilege  of  trading  on  the  coast  should  be  granted  to  all 
steamers,  whether  foreign  or  native  owned. 

QTJAIIAJTTIITE. 

Quarantine  rnles  are  tev,  and  are  always  drawn  up  at  a  meeting  of 
the  consular  body  when  serious  sickness  prevails  in  the  uouth;  the 
consuls  send  the  draft  of  the  rules  to  the  snperiuteiideut  of  customs — 
Taotai — with  a  request  that  he  put  them  in  force.  As  tbey  change  'so 
often,  and  are  so  rarely  enforced,  it  is  not  worth  while  to  embody  them 
in  this  report. 

COHMEBOE   OF  GHBFOO. 

Valut  af/ortign  good*  imported  into  Chafoo. 

Ualled  StotM  gold. 

1896 $8,175,141.27 

18OT 8.'i02.647.36 

luoreaBe *27.40fl.09 

'  Also  in  Advance  8heet«,  No.  121,  May  ZL 
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Fdlite  of  naUvt  produM  imporitd  fivmotXer  Ckinete  porlt. 

1896 #2,936,370.43 

1897 2,600,962.00 

DeoreaBe 326,418.43 

Faint  of  naUvt  produce  Iff  loeal  oriy tit  «zporled  lo /crtig*  eounlriet  and  Chineat  pi>rU. 

1896 »S,  107,033.80 

1897 5,710,886.62 

luoreaae 603,^1.82 

Gtou  talat  bJ  (k«  IriKle  of  the  port. 

18B6 »16,208,546.60 

1897 16,914,384.98 

Inoreaae 705,839.48 

It  U  intereBtiDg,  io  comparing  tliia  table  with  the  report  of  our 
representative  iu  Korea,  published  in  the  Beviev  of  the  World's  Com- 
merce, 189&-97,  page  190,  to  note  that  the  imports  iato  all  JSorea  In  1896 
vere  valned  at  $3,265,100,  gold,  while  for  Chefoo  alone  in  the  same  jeta 
the  valac  of  foreign  imports  was  18,176,141,  gold. 

The  valnes  given  above  are  those  entered  at  the  foreign  ca»tom-honae; 
of  those  entered  at  the  native  customs  we  have  no  record,  but  there 
Bfaoold  be  added,  as  forming  a  part  of  the  trade  of  this  consnlar  dis- 
trict, the  value  of  goods  brought  overland  &om  Shanghai  (25,006 
haikwan  taels,  or  $18,50404,  gold);  Ghinkiang,  valae  not  given  (see 
table  transit  trade) ;  Tientsin,  no  record,  but  very  large.  This  trade 
can  safely  be  estimated  at  100,000  haikwan  taels,  or  1739,700,  gold, 
bringing  the  total  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  this  district  to  $9,352,2^ 
gold — almost  three  times  the  entire  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  all 
Korea.  To  this  might  also  be  added  (were  data  available)  the  trade 
now  passing  in  via  the  Clennan  port  of  Tsingtau,  the  British  port  of 
Weihaiwei,  and  the  Eussiatt  port  of  Fort  Arthur. 

In  computing  trade  figures  in  China,  the  standard  is  and  should  be 
the  haikwan  or  customs  tael,  for  when  the  figures  are  reduced  to  a  gold 
basis  it  ia  sometimes  difficult  to  judge  the  trend  of  trade.  In  1896,  the 
average  value  of  the  haikwan  tael  was  $0.81 ;  in  1897,  $0.7397,  gold.  It 
will  be  seen  by  studying  the  figures  above  for  the  gross  value  of  the 
trade,  that  whQe  it  shows  a  gain  by  Chinese  standard  of  2,846,727  haik- 
wan taels,  the  gold  value  shows  a  gain  of  only  $705,839.48.  This  dis- 
crepancy is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  tael  was  nearly  7  gold 
cents  cheaper  in  189T  than  in  1896.  £«ducing  the  silver  value,  2,846,727 
haikwan  taels, by  $0.7397,  gives  $2,104, 723.96, go]d,the  actual  gold  value 
of  the  gain  in  gross  trade  in  1897  over  1896. 
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Dry  atatisUcal  tables  are  not,  as  a  rule,  considered  iDteresting  read- 
ing, bat  one  most  feel  a  little  pride  to  see  the  increase  in  imports  of  all 
American  goods.  To  show  that  the  gain  is  not  an  abnormal  one,  I 
append  the  following  table: 


especMlly  tented  Americm  for  the  aeart  189S-1897  ami  tke  tit 

momthi  ending  June  SO,  1898. 

Ydtt.              Drilli. 

Jeuia, 

Shwt- 

iDga. 

Floor, 

OlBMag. 

"•s- 

Fitcn. 

1.BJ0 

li 

ATM 

Pi™.. 

as 

30,  IW 

'A  041 

8(i.4a» 

10,130.23 
il.TO.07 

Bt-taOt. 

!ti 
IS! 

(») 
IM 

as 

^                     Vim 

l,«7fi.775 

IgSn                                 142.  BK 
a  nioDtbii  ODdlng  1 
JubbM.1«»8.-       K.m 

tBCN 

aFor  jQDequftrter]  do  other  fVcord  for  tiut  year.  bNotmentJotiod. 

This  table  not  only  proves  that  imports  of  American  mercliondise  we 
iDcreasing  on  a  souod  basis,  but  that  the  year  1897  sliuws  phenomenal 
strides.  The  statistics  for  the  first  six  mouths  of  this  year  were  espe- 
cially obtained  from  tbe  custom-house,  and  covering  as  they  do  the 
months  of  January,  February,  and  March,  when  traffic  was  at  its  low- 
est—owing to  the  difficulties  of  inland  transportatiou,  tbe  closing  of  the 
ports  north  of  here  by  ice,  aud  the  time  when  the  political  sitnation  was 
very  tense — they  seem  to  show  that  when  the  books  for  the  year  1808  are 
balanced,  the  v^ue  of  American  merchandise  imi>orted  here  will  lead  all 
others.    It  will  possibly  equal,  if  not  exceed,  the  values  for  all  Eorope. 

The  value  of  American  flour  imported  during  this  period  was  greater 
than  for  the  combined  years  of  1S94, 1895,  ltj96,  and  1897,  if  we  take 
the  only  fair  standard — the  customs  tael.  The  gold  valoe  for  the  four 
years  (averaging  the  baikwau  tael  for  that  period  at  79.3  cents)  was 
$13,470.(>7,  against  $41,393.87  (at  68.5  cents)  for  the  dullest  six  months 
of  the  year  1898.  This  is  truly  a  wonderful  increase,  ^o  doubt,  the 
presence  of  the  great  military  camps  of  Bussia,  Great,  Britain,  and 
Germany  in  this  vicinity  have  bad  considerable  to  do  with  this  increase. 
Further,  this  is  the  first  year  that  tbe  customs  reports  for  Chefoo  make 
mention  of  American  tluur.  American  ginseng  also  makes  its  first 
appearance  this  year.  This  is  all  the  more  remarkable,  because  hitherto, ' 
Chefoo  has  always  been  the  eutreiHit  for  Korean  giuBengeuteringOhina. 

It  isalso  shown  that  in  1897,  the  imports  of  all  our  goods  were  four 
times  as  large  as  those  of  1893  (excepting  oil,  which  was  a  little  more 
than  doubled);  that  the  imports  for  the  first  six  months  of  this  year 
exceeded  those  for  tbe  entire  years  of  1893  and  1891  iu  the  case  of  drills, 
and  in  the  case  of  jeans  and  sheetings,  every  year  excepting  1897. 

During  the  months  of  July  and  August,  1898,  there  were  landed  from 
American  ships  622,000  gallons  oil  direct  ttom  fTew  York  and  420,000 
gallons  American  oil  from  Shanghai ;  total  value,  as  per  ships'  manifest, 
188,000,  gold.  Thus  we  have  definite  records  in  this  office  of  the  impor- 
tation of  our  oil  for  the  first  seven  months  of  this  year  totaling 
2,397,776  gallons,  or  more  than  the  total  imports  of  any  previous  year 
excepting  1807,  and  still  have  five  months  before  tbe  end  of  the  year  j 
not  to  mention  tbe  oil  brought  in  via  coasting  vessels  from  Shanghai 
and  overland. 

Surely  ITorth  China  presents  a  better  field  for  ns  than  that  depicted 
in  the  report  by  our  consul  at  Canton, '  and  I  am  coofldent  that  he  doea 
not  exaggerate  the  danger  in  the  south,  for  it  is  reported  that  the  gov- 

>  Ses  AdTUioe  Sheets  Mo.  321,  September  IT,  Conaular  B^ioitt  No.  216,  November, 
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ei'Dor  of  Ob^kiang  has  been  approached  by  Bussian  agents  with  the 
view  to  bay  np  the  right  to  sell  Rassian  oil,  or  rather  to  form  the  oil 
tax  to  them,  which  means  the  same  thing. 

Sonte  yeara  ago,  I  predicted  the  inroads  that  the  Siunstran  and  Bos- 
sian  oil  woald  make  in  our  trade  if  we  did  not  keep  a  sharp  lookout. 
While  onr  imports  look  large,  and  are  large  in  comparison  with  Bome 
other  fields,  yet  there  are  at  least  25,000,000  people  in  this  proviace, 
say,  4,000,000  families.  Wo  therefore  sell  about  1  gallon  of  oil  anncally 
for  every  fomily ;  we  ought  to  sell  10  gallons  at  least  to  each  family,  as 
the  illaminant  is  either  candles  or  oil. 

Of  the  76  classes  of  imports  enumerated  in  the  table  of  imports  for 
1897, 46 show  again  over  1893 — 25  from  gold-Btandardcoiintries,of  which 
3  are  from  Japan,  4  from  the  United  States,  while  the  only  gain  fix>m 
England  is  cotton  yarn.  Of  the  32  decreases,  S  are  &om  silver-standard 
countries  and  24  irom  gold-standard  countries,  of  which  Great  Britain 
(England  and  India)  suffered  losses  in  7  classes;  Itussia,  1 ;  Japan,  1. 

The  value  of  the  foreign  imports  into  Chefoo  in  1897  was  11,625,004 
haikwan  taels  ($8,602,o47  gold),  while  the  value  of  those  good's  speeifle- 
ally  classed  as  American  was  as  follows: 


.-  rtlEl  •. 

Haikwan 
tMl>, 

UnltAd  State* 

l.BTilTO 

9,T«7 

TN,3a7 

*"iS 

Diniet  ImpoTta 

2,m.m 

3.Ml,«St 

While  this  is  almost  one-foarth  of  the  entire  value  of  foreign  imports, 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  it  represents  all  our  trade;  for,  as  repeat- 
edly stated  in  previous  reports,  the  data  for  all  the  other  uneuamer- 
ated  American  imports  are  not  obtainable.  In  the  customs  classification 
of  foreign  imports,  the  great  m^ority  comes  from  Hongkong,  Japan,  and 
otlier  Asiatic  countries;  and  there  are  many  things  which  we  do  not 
compete  with,  for  instance: 


DnIMd 


SUM* 


Opium 

Hongkong . . 

ira:::::;;: 


HacasRonnj... 
Bloho  de  Hit  ■  - 


Peel,  orauee 

I'utchmlk  (J  OH  ■tioka)'. 

Sandalwood 

Sapanwood 


Cunphor,  Japan . . 

CarlBnions 

(HoTBa 


Sh«rk»-fln8 

SUb  and  cotton  mil  tant, 
J»P»n 


Grain' Bach. dried.-. 
Crocodile  aul« . . . . . 
Fans,  pabu  leaf. 
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Tea,  Japan 

UmbreUBa,  Japaneee 


3.877 

i«[mo 
ei,zi6 

2,Mt 

B,«l 

a,zs3 

GM.T12 
1.293 
E.237 


2,370 

S.SM 
3,190 


Total 


8.s«o,m 

1,980,0C4 


COHHBRCIAL  RELATIONS. 


The  value  of  koovu  English  JmportB  in  1897  waa : 


ArUole. 

QQBititr. 

Halkmo 

"iisissf 

KS:::::::::::;::::::;::;;:;:::::::::::: 

■■"■-■-■-r--- 

10, 2« 
6,350 

30.  m 

1S,4M 
131.  U« 

SUOl 

^:s 

iZ 

m.aa» 

In  this  table,  I  have  included  every  importation  specified  as  Engtiah, 
just  aa  I  have  iocluded  everything  Bpecifled  as  American  in  the  tables. 
A  vast  quantity  of  English  merchandise  is  not  included  for  the  same 
reason  that  applies  to  American  imports;  but  here  we  have  imports — 


1  Halkmi 
1     twi«. 

Uolled  BlatM 

Am.rl«m 

1    igllOM 

la  other  words,  the  valne  of  importe  into  Chefoo  in  1897  specified  as 
American  waa  almost  ten  times  greater  than  those  specified  as  &odi 
Great  Britain,  and  to  show  that  this  difference  is  real,  the  following 
comparisons  of  the  same  class  of  goods  is  made : 

Qtumlitg  and  value  of  earlain  cliutra  of  merckandite  imported  int«  Ck^«o-(il  18S7. 


Artiole. 

Qnmrtity. 

143,(011 

io.su 

UeU. 

BO,  735 

nnltodSUtoa 
eqnlv^V 

132,  T8» 

<158,217 

4.880 

15.  «W 
13,151 

2.0M 

1,K7 

338.081 
*1.2S2 

1,  56T.  170 

aoSpToo 

1.1J5.BM 

1.054.  MS 

1,883.BT3 
S.OT 

Het  nine  or  the  eioeiiB  of  AmeMBad  Imporia  of  drills 
■heetlDKS.mljMiuaverlbBCarGreatBriMdilnlWT. 

l.S8«,<IS 

1.3BI.«M 

I  would  like  very  much  to  be  able  to  present  similar  comi>ariBons 
with  European  countries;  but  aside  from  Basaian  oil,  there  ia  no  data 
obtainable. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  kerosene  oil  imported  in  1897  were: 
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The  valae  of  the  imports  into  Chefbo  in  1897  Bpecided  as  American 
being  $2,081,680.90,  gold,  it  is  interesting  to  know  that  it  exceeds  the 
eatiie  Tfune  of  oar  exports  in  1897  to  any  of  the  foUowing  coaatries: 

Bermada Wlfi.OBO  i  Pom •1,074,978 

British  Honduras 678,118  ,  Uruguay 976,406 

HewfonndlandandLftbrador.     1,100,926     Aden 627,463 

CottaKica 1,526,915     Dutch  and  Frenoh  East  IndiM    1.677,638 

Gnatem^a 2,057.085  '  Korea 68,074 

Hoadaraa B»6,533     Knwia,  ABiallo 464,640 

Nicaragua 1,068,592     Turk  ey  in  Asia 148,133 

Salvador 1,116,434     All  other  Aiia 311,893 

West  Indies:  'All    Oceania   (including    all 

Danish 531,614  i      Spanlsb  Islan.ls,  etc.),  ex- 

Dateh 578,922  ,      olnding  British  Anitralaala 

Fntnch 1,541,996  '      and  Hawaiian  Islanils 461,245 

Santo  Domingo 1,162,991     Azores  and  Madeira  islands..        420,169 

PortoBioo 2,023,751     Gibraltar 801,354 

BoUtU 5,820  I  Greece 129,206 

Ecnador 808,404  i  Greenland,  Iceland,  etc 226 

Falkland  Islands 440    Malta,  Oozo,  etc 89,437 

GoUoa:  '  Portngal 2,038,889 

British 1,496,385     Bonmania 43,487 

Dntoh 442,962  i  Enssia, Black  Sea 1,102,030 

French 136,118     Switzerland 18(^647 

Paragnay 1.439  ,  Turkey  in  Enrope 116,883 

Of  the  eighty-six  political  diviHions  ennmerated  in  the  Review  of  the 
World's  Commerce,  1896-97,  pages  26, 27,  only  twenty-nine  show  a 
greater  value  of  oar  exports  than  this  single  Chinese  port  of  Chefoo; 
and  if  the  retcrns  here  eonld  be  had  as  accurately  as  those  given  in 
the  Eeview,  perhaps  not  more  than  twenty  woald  exceed  Chefoo.  If 
we  take  the  value  of  the  imports  especially  classed  American  for  the 
three  northern  ports  of  China — Tientsin,  Nluchwang,  and  Chefoo — for 
1897,  as  given  in  my  report  of  the  trade  of  North  China'  as  J8,360,561 
gold,  our  sales  in  Korth  China  were  exceeded  only  by  fourteen  entire 
divisions,  and  exceeded  oar  combined  sales  to  all  the  Ceatral  Americaa 
States.  The  sales  of  American  cotton  manafactores  in  Chefoo  alone 
in  1897  (2,058,271  haikwan  taels,  or  $1,623,022.76)  exceeded  those  to 
any  country  or  colony  in  the  whole  world,  were  greater  in  value  than 
oar  sales  in  this  line  to  Qreat  Britian  and  Ireland  and  all  Europe  com- 
bined, and  represented  one-foarth  of  the  entire  sales  to  China.  Of 
American  kerosene  oil,  Chefoo  bought  6,281,060  gallons,  valued  at 
739,287  haikwan  taels  ($547,072.38),  or  more  than  all  the  Central  Amer- 
ican States  and  British  Honduras,  all  the  West  Indies,  and  one-sixth 
of  the  sales  in  this  line  to  all  China. 

TRASSIT  TBASE. 

Goods  iml  in  overland  via  Chinlciang  or  Shanghai  rntder  iraniii  pauei  in  1S97~ 


Shirttngs pieoee..  73,760 

T-cIoths do,-..  4,636 

Drills do....  6,338 

Sheetings do....  6,768 

Cotton : 

LastingB do....  8,626 

Yam pounds..  4,209,466 

Camlets,  English pieces  ■■  11 


Nail  rod ponnds..  168,233 

Hoop do.-..  6,000 

Sheets  and  plates  ..do....  4,000 

Wire do..-.  32,266 

OddpUtes do....  203,200 

Horseshoes do....  517,300 

Old  wire pounds..  2(1,000 

'  See  Advance  Sheets  No.  145  (June  20]  i  Conaulat  Reports  No.  315  (Angnst,  1896). 


Iron — Continned. 

Old  wire  rope do 6,000 

Oldhoopa do.,..  36,733 

OW  seiaps do....  871,466 

Oldnnolassed do.-.  121,866 

hvtd do....  98,133 

Steel do....  64,138 

Glass,  window boios.,  77 

Flints ponnde.,  63,666 

Uatohea gross..  39,947 

Oil,  kerosene gallons..  11^300 

Plants haikwan  taels. .  391 

Sapanwood pounds..  414,800 

Sandalwood do....  6,733 

8ngBr,brownandwbite.do...-  3,880,266 
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The  Chinkiang  tables  do  not  give  the  value  by  province,  only  totals 
for  each  class. 

So  record  is  given  of  the  transit  trade  ftova  Tientsin,  bat  it  la  very 
large.  In  fact,  the  western  part  of  the  district  derives  most  of  its  sup- 
plies from  that  port.    The  customs  report  says: 

Inland  traasit  nil,  this  trftde  being  oondnoteil  not  thiongb  tfaia  offloe,  aa  at  other 
ports,  bnt  throngh  tbe  Baperintendent's  (TaotaiJ. 

The  commissioner  at  Gbefoo  says: 

Goods  conveyed  by  water  to  and  from  nontreaty  porta,  both  by  Junks  and  by  the 
Chineoo  steamer  Kwangehi,  pa.'  dues  at  the  native  ciistom-houae.  No  dues  are  col- 
lected on  merchandise  transported  by  laud  routes. 

The  transit-pass  system  is  notgeaerally  understood  at  home,  althocgh 
I  have  repeatedly  written  upon  this  subject.  Like  the  compradore  and 
gnild  systems,  it  is  the  great  throttle  to  commerce.  In  my  report  upon 
Hankau  (Consular  Beports  No.  192,  September,  1896,  p.  37)  I  stated: 
ColUeHmg  OMtonu  dvHtt. — There  are  at  least  three  systems  of  oolleotlDg  duty,  viz, 
the  oustom-hoasea  at  the  treaty  porta,  nuder  the  supervision  of  foreigners  m  the 
employ  of  the  Govi>rument;  by  the  cuHtoms  entirely,  under  the  manageoient  of  tbe 
native  o&lclals  at  all  the  coast  porta,  and  over  which  the  so-called  foreign  cnstoms 
ha«  no  anthority;  tbe  likio  stations,  that  collect  other  dnties  on  the  goods  after 
landing  and  when  iu  ronte  for  the  coontry. 

All  merchandise  Imported  pays  one  full  duty  at  the  port  of  entry.  When  It  is 
transshipped  to  another  port  in  Chiiia,  another  half  duty,  called  ooaHt-trade  doty, 
is  Dolleoted  at  that  port,  or  when  it  is  sent  into  the  country  under  traneit  paeaea,  a 
transit  duty  is  collected  eqnal  to  half  duty. 

Native  produce  hroughtdowu  fi'om  the  interior  nnder  transit  passes  pays  half  duty 
at  the  port  of  export,  and  an  additional  full  export  duty  on  leaving  the  port,  no 
matter  what  its  destiuation,  whether  for  a  port  in  China  or  a  foreign  port. 

Imagine  a  morobant  In  Wasbington  purcbaning  goods  in  Chicago  and  having  to 
stop  at  every  city  all  tho  way  to  Washington  and  have  his  wares  examined  and 
assessed  for  duty ;  or  shipping  goods  to  Norfolk  nud  have  to  pay  export  duty,  and 
then  the  Norfolk  mercliaut  having  to  get  a  pass  to  send  the  goods  on  to  Richmond 
and  to  pay  likin  or  hiilf  duty. 

It  ia  the  tiklu  that  has  throttled  trade.  The  likin  is  tbe  greatest  hindranoe  to  the 
cotton  trade,  as  well  as  to  other  foreign  trades.  Bemove  that  obstaale  and  we  have 
before  us  the  greatest  market  in  the  world. 

Chintie  guildi  ai  tkei/  affect  lrad4i. — Next  to  the  likin,  and  closely  associated  with  it 
SB  regards  foreign  trade,  is  the  guild.  Whenever  a  Chinaman  leaves  his  birthplace, 
he  Joins  the  guild  composed  of  his  fellow  provincials  iu  the  place  he  hanpena  to  b 


For  instance,  oil  the  natives  of  the  Fukieu  Province  residing  here,  for  whatever  par- 

Ese,  belong  to  the  Fukien  gniid,  and  all  natives  of  thisproviuoe  residing  in  FncbaD 
long  to  the  ChBkiang  guild.  These  guilds  are  for  self-protection,  ana  eaeh  trade 
or  oocnpation  has  its  own  guild— the  bankers,  flshernien,  lorcha,  oil,  foreign-goods 
euilds,  etc.  It  is  naturally  with  the  last  that  we  are  interested,  for  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent  it  iuflueucea  our  trade. 

Quotations  from  a  loag  and  interesting  account  of  the  guild  by  S. 
T.  Laisun  followed.  In  my  report  on  kerosene  oil  trade  (Consular 
Reports,  No.  145,  October,  1892,  p.  282)  I  gave  examples  of  this  obstruc- 
tion that  came  under  uiy  official  cognizance,  and,  although  those  reports 
were  written  some  years  ago,  nothiug  has  occurred  to  change  the 
opinion  of  all  classes ;  in  fac^  tbe  system  is  getting  worse. 

The  likin  was  established  to  collect  a  war  revenue  at  the  time  of  the 
Taiping  rebellion  in  the  sixties.  It  was  not  expected  to  be  permanent, 
but  it  is  still  iu  force.  It  is  true  that  an  eflbrt  is  being  made  to  place 
the  collection  of  the  likin  in  tbe  hands  of  the  foreign  cnstoms  in  the 
Yangtze  and  Ohekiang  Provinces,  bnt  until  tbe  wbole  system  is  abol- 
ished, we  can  never  hope  to  have  that  free  and  expanding  commerce 
that  the  needs  of  this  vast  Empire  justify  us  in  expecting. 

It  is  my  oi)inion  that  the  whole  tariff  of  customs  charges  should  be 
changed,  and  that  taxes  on  foreign  commerce  should  be  uniform  at  all 
places,  and  not,  as  now,  left  to  the  whims  of  every  local  provincial 
authority. 
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liikin  ia  an  illegal  tax  and  shonld  be  sboiished,  and  gooda  once  enter- 
ing China  shoald  be  ever  after  free  of  all  interior  chargea,  no  matter 
who  owns  tlie  goods. 

Aa  to  the  guilds,  take  cottons.  En^liah  merchants  here,  in  reply  to 
efforts  to  get  them  to  take  ap  agencies  for  oar  miUa  and  do  a  direct 
import  business  with  the  United  States,  tell  me — 

We  ooD  not  Hell  a  yard  of  cotton  cloth  to  the  nntivee,  even  if  we  offer  it,  at  we 
have,  Kt  a  oheaper  price  than  they  pay  for  it  in  Sbaoghai.  The  (leftiers  all  belong 
to  the  guild,  and  they  ace  reqaireil  to  buy  in  Shanghai  from  their  oiru  people,  who, 
in  tarn,  pnrchaae  from  the  foreign  merphanta. 

T  am  now  engaged  in  an  effort  to  have  the  merchants  bay  direct,  as 
they  woald  be  able  to  save  all  the  proflta  of  the  foreign  merchants, 
brokera,  landing  and  storing  ezpeusea,  now  incurred  at  Shanghai.  I 
hope  to  succeed. 

BXPOETS. 

Exports  of  native  prodace  th>m  Gbe&w  daring  the  year  1897  were  aa 
fallows : 
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To  foreign 
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The  most  valuable  exporta,  by  the  above  table,  were  bean  cake, 
which  nearly  all  goes  to  the  Routhein  ports  for  fertilizing,  aud  wild 
ailk  and  straw  braid,  which  are  sent  to  Shanghai  for  transshipment 
abroad.  The  felt  caps  are  of  a  coars»  brown-colored  shoddy,  in  shape 
resembling  the  old -fashioned  Scotch  caps  that  laborers  affect  in  the 
northern  States  for  winter  wear,  and  are  mostly  sent  to  Manchuria  or 
Vladivostok  for  the  Chinese  there.  The  native  flour  aud  wheat  go  to 
the  same  market.  The  matH,  straw  or  rash,  are  sent  to  other  porte 
and  Vladivostok,  where  tliey  serve  the  purpose  of  burlaps  or  tarpaa- 
litis  iu  covenng  merchandise.  The  males  were  intended  for  Saigon, 
The  French  had  an  army  olficer  here  the  year  before,  bnying  large  nam- 
bers  of  them.  The  shoes  and  boots  are  either  straw  or  paper,  and  go 
to  Siberia. 

In  1897,  a  large  quantity  of  bullion  gold  was  shipped  to  Shanghai. 
It  nearly  all  came  from  the  snrface  workings  near  Port  Arthur,  and  I 
understand  that  several  shipments  of  ore  from  the  mines  near  here  are 
made  annually  to  San  Francisco. 

During  1897,  58,66i  passengers  arrived  in  Ohefoo  by  steamers,  and 
5Q,i92  left  Ohefoo,  while  the  foreign  population  has  about  doubled  over 
the  number  two  years  ago. 

SMppina  /or  ptriod  atdtd  Jnm  SO,  1S9S. 
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Thia  shows  a  considerable  gain  over  1897,  and  for  a  period  most 
unfavorable,  for  reasons  before  mentioned.  Daring  this  period,  1  Auer- 
icaa  aailiog  sliip  entered  with  oil — tlie  OhtUlenger,  from  New  York — the 
out;  American  vessel  that  baa  reported  to  me  from  an  American  port 
since  I  hare  been  consul  (Febraary,  1S90). 

While  I  have  written  at  length  on  thia  absence  of  our  shipping,  I 
mast  add  that  we  need  not  look  for  ita  appearance  on  the  Ohiaa  coaat 
until  the  opium  treaty  ia  abrogated.  This  compact  has  driven  our  dag 
off  of  the  coaat,  haa  not  decreased  the  use  of  opium  by  the  natives, 
and  it  certainly  has  not  put  ua  in  a  better  light,  for  now  it  ia  reported 
that  we  Bupply  the  more  deadly  and  insidious  componnd,  morpiiia,  to 
China.  Ko  merchant  is  going  to  break  np  his  cargo;  he  will,  if  possi- 
ble^  send  all  in  one  ship.  If  there  ia  an  onnce  of  opium  in  the  lot,  no 
United  States  ship  will  get  that  cargo.  Jnat  as  much  opium  goes  into 
the  United  States,  whether  shipped  in  onr  vessels  or  in  British  steamers. 
We  claim  to  be  a  free  people,  yet  we  have  the  only  restrictive  treat; 
with  Ohina. 

TBADB  IN  1898. 

Import*  into  Ckefoo  for  ptriod  gndtd  June  SO. 
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laijKirM  into  Ck^oo  for  period  atd^  Jnne  SO — CoDtinned. 
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le  redacsd  nine  of  tbe  gain. 


Of  the  106  classes  of  merchaodise  enamerated  in  this  table,  66  ahow 
a  gain  and  60  a  loas,  compared  with  tbe  first  six  moiitha  of  1897.  Of 
the  56  gaiD,  23  are  of  Earopeau  or  American,  and  33  of  Asiatic 
origin;  of  the  60  losses,  2d  are  of  Asiatic  origiu.  All  American  gooda 
increased  excepting  oil,  which  shows  a  loss  of  166,325  gallons,  accounted 
for  by  the  presence  of  the  Challenger,  which  arrived  Jane  8,  and  dis- 
charged by  July  3  520^000  gallons  oil,  and  the  later  arrival  of  the 
American  bark  ^me  J,  Kay  with  440,000  gallons,  causing  a  temporary 
cessation  of  shipments  from  Shanghai.  The  manifest  valne  of  these 
two  cargoes  was  $46,000  and  J42,000,  gold,  respectively,  or  188,000, 
gold,  for  July  and  August,  1898.  These  two  shipments,  of  course,  would 
not  appear  in  the  above  tables. 

The  quarterly  returns  do  not  give  values,  and  the  above  table  waa 
compiled  by  adding  the  totals  for  the  two  quarterly  reports  ended 


izcd  by  Google 
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March  30  and  June  30,  and,  as  with  all  the  other  retnrns,  reducing  the 
picnls  to  poanda  and  taela  to  dollars. 

By  the  coortesy  of  the  commiseioner  of  cnBtoms,  I  was  able  to  secnre 
the  following  from  his  books,  sboving  the  trade  for  the  first  six  montiis 
of  this  year. 
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Thus,  while  the  total  valne  of  foreign  imports  for  the  six  months 
ended  June  30  was  $5,067,726,43  gold,  the  value  of  only  five  classes  of 
American  merchandise  (including  the  direct  imports  for  the  same 
period)  totaled  9875,087.60  gold,  or  $184,643.67  more  than  the  total 
value  of  the  combined  imports  from  Oreat  Britain,  Hongkong,  and  all 
Europe,  including  Qermany ;  while  the  direct  imiKirts  (i.  e.,  merchandise 
making  first  entry  into  China  at  Ohefoo)  from  Germany  are  valued  at 
$3,368.73  gold,  or  only  aboat  a  tenth  of  the  direct  imports  from  the 
United  States.  I  have  not  included  anything  in  the  American  totals 
except  goods  classed  American,  no  account  having  been  taken  of  the 
thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of  provisions,  canned  goods,  machinery, 
Inmber,- etc.,  which  would  bring  the  total  value  up  to  the  first  rank. 
There  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  our  trade  in  the  north  of  China  is  ot 
paramount  importance.  It  is  known  that  over  six  ships  are  onder 
charter  with  Oregon  lumber  for  work  being  done  by  the  Kasaians  near 
here,  and  already  there  is  a  five  masted  American  schooner  discharging 
lumber  at  Kyao-chau,  The  custom-house  jetty  is  always  crowded  and 
piled  high  with  American  merchandise. 

Escort*  from  Cl^foo  for  period  endad  Jvnt  SO. 


Ai«oI«. 

!««. 

d™». 

iDOrHM. 

BeuiDBke 

PODDd... 

m,s*2,a«e 

SS;S 

■■is 

l,T«;i3S 

'■SS 

481, !00 

iet,eoo 

so,  M.  133 

«11,SOO 
a,  037,  098 
l.SU.HOO 
2.270,066 

■!;S 

4a,  078,  isa 

«4<,6«B 

B^. 

White  •nd  yellow 

;::::::::d;:::; 
t- 

i'^iS! 

20,733 

78,  M4 

4BS.000 

M.634 

liisa 

815.  »D 

108,  S38 

ue,8>» 

Qtoandnut 

do... 

ri-nodi,Go(5glc 


1006  COHMEBCUL    RELATIONS. 

Exporti  from  Ch^oo  fvr  j>«riod  mdti  Jwnt  SO — ContiouAd. 
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Of  tbe  26  classes  of  exports  during  the  first  six  months  of  1898, 15 
show  sabstantinl  pinins  over  tlie  same  period  for  1897. 
I  certified  to  invoices  for  the  six  luontlis  ended  June  30: 
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This  period  covers  the  dall  season,  and  the  effects  of  the  war  were 
felt  here  in  an  almost  total  saspension  of  shipment  at  one  time,  bat  of 
late,  shipments  are  increasing  very  rapidly.  It  may  be  of  interest  to 
know  that  the  total  shipments  to  the  Philippines  from  Shanghai  in  1897 
amounted  to  12,992  haikwan  taels  (t9,6Il),  of  which  all  but  2,.301  haik- 
wan  taels  (>1,703)  were  from  other  i)orts,  while  within  twenty-four  hours 
of  the  receipt  of  orders  to  legalize  invoices  for  Manila,  I  certified  invoioes 
covering  straw  braid  for  that  city  to  the  value  of  5^7^1  Ohefoo  ta^ 
(93,653). 
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MIBBIONARIEH. 

The  missioDaries  in  the  interior  have  had  a  remarkably  peacefbl  year 
and  not  oue  oomplaint  has  been  made  to  me  of  antitbreign  acts.  This 
iB  the  first  yeu  Uiat  I  have  been  in  China  that  I  have  known  each  a 
record.  The  antiforeign  governor,  whom  1  mentioned  ia  my  last  annual 
report'  was  removed,  and  the  present  iuenmbent  hag  evinced  a  deter- 
mination to  keep  order  and  protect  Lives  and  property,  showing,  as  I 
have  always  held,  that  the  officials  can  maintain  order  if  they  choose, 
and  that  it  is  not  the  "stapid  people"  who  are  at  the  bottom  of  the 
tronbles. 

The  number  of  missionaries  has  gradually  increased,  and  tbeir 
iiiduence  is  rapidly  growing.  I  have  statiBtJca  for  only  oue  portion  of 
one  mission,  the  West  Shantung  Mission  of  the  Presbytenan  Church. 
It  has  1  stations,  38  missionaries,  l&S  helpers,  265  chnrch  members, 
educates  IjOll  scholars,  and  its  medical  department  treated  63,196 
patients.  Besides  this  mission,  there  are  the  East  ShantuDg  Mission 
of  the  same  church,  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions  (Congregational),  and  representatives  of  Southern  Baptists 
and  Methodists,  covering  this  whole  province.  On  my  books,  there  are 
205  names  of  Americaus,  against  lfi3  two  years  ago. 

The  head  of  the  highest  educational  inBtitntiou  ia  Dr.  W.  A.  P. 
Martin,  an  American,  whose  knowledge  of  Cliiiiese  is  second  to  none. 

The  following  is  an  extract  ft'om  a  report  of  a  missionary  trip  300 
miles  inland: 

We  went  on  onr  wheelit  to  v 

d  irbo  last  winter  puid  na  a 

visit  him,  and  when  we  decided  to  go  be  i 
a  bicycle,  to  eaooit  as  to  hia  yamen.     While  there  we  set  iu  order,  as  best  we  coald, 
some  of  his  sewing  machinee,  tiicyoles,  etc. 

At  Ohinaii,  every  effort  is  being  made  to  get  foreign  inventions,  and 
the  governor  and  gentry  tried  to  get  a  foreigner  to  teach  science,  lan- 
guages, and  general  knowledge  of  the  outside  world,  otTering  3,000 
Ohinan  taels,'  home,  etc.,  but  no  one  seemed  to  want  the  place;  and 
now,  I  suppose,  in  view  of  recent  political  events,  no  one  will  dare  to 
renew  the  scheme. 
The  following  extracts  are  f^m  a  letter  recently  received  from  there: 
EreTything  is  qniet  in  this  section.  Proclamations  have,  daring  the  post  week, 
been  poet«d  up  in  this  city,  offering  rewards  and  the  right  <if  sale  for  a  number  of 
years  to  the  native  who  wilt  invent  steamships  aaperioi  to  the  American  Falton 


steamship,  or  great  things  in  general  enperioi  to  the  American  submarine  ships, 
American  powder,  American  moving  cannons,  the  English  Hotchkias  revolving 
"~JM>D,  the  New  York  and  Brooklyn  Bridge,  the  English  telegraph  system,  or  the 
isoD  telephone;  also  offering  rewards  and  patent  rights  to  inventots  of  nsefnl 
Loles  in  farming,  mining,  eto. ;  again,  for  wtitin^  of  useful  bookH  ou  farming, 
lin^,  war,  bneinees,  calculation,  geology,  etc.,  and  aUo  rewards  for  tbo»e  con- 
>DtiDE  good  Bnms  to  open  up  schools  of  Wea:tem  sciences  and  mlnioE.  This  la  all 
1 1«  these  ignorant  people  in  the  interior,  and  several  have  calledoD  me  to  ask 
what  the  Brooklyn  Bridge  was. 
1  all  theee  changes  whioh  ate  going  on  in  China,  the  old  military  tactics  ai-e  giv- 


In  all  theee  changes  which  ate  going 
ing  way,  mote  or  leae,  to  onr  modem  ones. 


Roubles  to  the  valne  of  10,000  haihwan  taels  were  imported  from 
Vladivostok  in  the  spring;  a  significant  item. 

Exchange  has  not  shown  the  marked  fluctuations  that  prevailed  in 
recent  years.    The  common  or  national  coin,  the  cash,  has  remained 

'  C(Hnm«roial  Relations,  1896-OT,  Vol.  I,  p.  989.  ■  Say  •2,200,  gold. 
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nearly  statioDiu-y  in  its  relation  to  ttie  commercial  medium,  the  Mexican 
dollar.  At  one  time,  late-  in  tbe  fall,  tlie  Mexieana  were  very  scarce, 
almost  impossible  to  obtiiin,  and  rt'coarse  was  bad  to  a  large  extent  to 
the  paper  money  issued  by  the  Chefoo  bank,  or,  as  it  is  geuer^Iy  known, 
"Singtai's  Bank,"  a  private  iiistitutiou  owned  by  Ur.  L.  W.  Singtai,  a 
gentleman  known  for  his  advanced  views  ou  all  foreign  affairs.  Besides 
the  bank,  he  controls  or  owns  several  large  stores,  vineyards^  fllatnrea, 
and,  in  fact,  is  the  great  local  factor  in  all  native  commercial  affairs. 
His  children  are  being  educated  in  Paris. 

One  of  the  greatest  needs  of  the  American  merchant  is  an  American 
bank  in  China.  There  is  a  large  field  for  it,  and  I  feel  confident  that 
if  one  of  our  Hew  York  banking  houses  established  a  branch  in  Shang- 
hai, it  would  reap  a  handsome  reward.  There  are  in  China,  French, 
Bnssian,  Cerman,  and  several  English  banks;  and  it  is  throagh  these 
that  all  United  States  trade  la  conducted,  involving  a  great  loss  to  our 
commerce.  I  have  hopes  that  ere  long,  someone  will  prove  enterprising 
enough  to  enter  this  field.  There  is  none  more  profitable  in  the  world. 
The  Uongkougand  Shanghai  Bank's  shares  sell  at  215  percent  premium. 

In  China,  no  licenses  for  carrying  on  business  are  required  except  at 
some  of  the  ports.  The  local  rules  adopted  by  the  foreign  community 
tax  certain  classes.    At  Chefoo  all  are  free  to  carry  on  any  baainesB. 

PA88POBT8,  POSTAL   BBOULATIONS,  BTC. 

It  ie  now  required  to  have  pas^torts  to  enter  Port  Arthur,  bat  none 
are  required  by  the  Germans  at  Tsingtau,  or  the  British  at  Weihaiwei. 
I  am  told  that  the  Bussian  consulate  here  takes  in  more  fees  than  any 
other  of  that  nationality,  excepting  the  one  at  Constantinople. 

During  the  past  year  few,  if  any,  changes  have  been  made  iu  the 
customs  rules  or  port  regulations.  The  post-offlce  under  the  control  of 
the  customs  lias  proved  itself,  as  was  prognosticated  at  the  time  of  its 
assuming  such  functions,  totally  unfit  for  such  work.  Its  rules  have 
been  changed  and  each  time  for  the  worse,  so  that  it  is  not  profitable  to 
enumerate  them  here.  Charges  of  every  description  and  under  every 
pretext  are  indicted  upon  the  foreigner's  mails,  great  inconvenience  and 
loss  to  all  classes  have  resulted,  and  even  the  customs  officials  admit 
that  the  system  is  a  failnre.  All  this  I  have  already  reported,  but  I 
^ain  veatnie  to  point  out  the  harm  that  the  parcel  rules  are  dtnug  to 
onr  trade. 

Thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  small  articles  are  sent  to  China  in  the 
United  States  mails. 

The  condition  of  living  is  such  that  few,  if  any,  of  those  thousand 
and  one  things  so  essential  to  civilized  people  are  produced  in  China; 
consequently,  an  immense  traffic  has  grown  up  between  the  United 
States  and  China  by  means  of  the  mails,  and  so  long  as  these  were 
under  the  control  of  the  consuls,  there  was  no  complaint,  ^ow  China 
having  obtained  control,  not  only  do  our  merchants  at  home  and  in 
China  sufi'er,  as  well  as  all  foreigners  in  the  porta,  and  more  especially 
the  missionaries  in  the  interior,  out  we  are  iu  danger  of  losing  all  the 
above-mentioned  trade. 

It  is  the  hope  of  every  foreigner  in  China  that  the  powers,  or  those 
interested,  will  again  take  charge  of  their  mails,  as  they,  by  treaties, 
have  a  right  to  do. 


rc.,z.d.vCoOt^lc 
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WHABPAGB. 

Some  two  yearsago,  the  hoiue  press  was  diwaBsing  a  Beuter's  tele- 
gram that  the  BnasiaoB  had  seized  the  Chefoo  ftire  shore.  On  my 
arrival,  in  Jaly,  1896, 1  iovestigated  the  subject  aud  reported  it  to  the 
legation. 

In  the  spriDg  of  1896,  an  American  citizen,  Mr,  L,  H.  Smith,  on  be- 
half of  the  Bossian  firm  of  Sheveleff  &  Oo.,  of  Siberia,  purchased  from 
the  Chinese  GorerDment,  for  3,000  Mexicao  dollars,  a  small  strip  of 
land,  partly  covered  at  high  water,  situated  in  front  of  Fergnason  &  Oo.'h. 
This  land  was  claimed  by  Fergussou  &  Co,  as  their  jiroperty ;  however, 
after  considerable  correspondence,  the  matter  was  adjusted  by  the 
Chinese  Government  paying  30,000  Ohefootaelsasdamages  to  Fergnsson 
&  Co.,  and  the  work  of  filling  in  went  on.  Plans  drawn  np  at  the  time 
are  herewith  inclosed,'  The  work  is  now  completed;  it  cost  the  Chinese 
Government  at  least  100,000  Mexican  dollars.  It  was  the  intention, 
and  I  believe  it  was  naderstood  by  the  consular  body  that  the  respec- 
tive ministers  had  agreed  to  it,  to  impose  a  small  tax  on  the 
imports  and  exports  to  reimburse  China;  but  as  I  had  not  been  con- 
snlted,  I  wrote  to  Minister  Deuby  protesting  against  it,  as  at  the  lowest 
calculation  it  meant  a  tax  of  $4,000  on  American  imports.  The  tax  has 
not  been  imposed. 

Aside  ti-om  the  large  area  retained,  the  greater  part  of  which  belongs 
to  Sheveleff  &  Co.  and  Fergusson  &  Co.,  ^ving  a  good  fivntage  to  the 
harbor,  the  work  itself  has  not  proved  as  beneficial  as  was  expected.  It 
is  impossible  for  the  lightest  draft  steamers  to  go  alongside,  and  at  low 
water,  even  gigs  ground  in  going  to  their  landing  place,  XeTcrtheless, 
instead  of  the  unsightly  mud  fiats  there  are  presented  a  good,  clear 
granite  wall  and  high,  dry  roads. 

The  customs  jetty  is  a  disgrace  to  the  port,  being  a  long,  narrow  stone 
BtractnTe,nn covered,  and  by  the  orders  of  the  commissioner,  all  morchan- 
disa  must  be  placed  on  this  jetty  until  examined  and  passeid  by  the  cus- 
toms men.  It  is  a  common  sight  to  see  iron,  soap,  casks  of  wines, 
bales  of  cotton  cloth,  delicate  machinery,  in  fact,  all  kinds  and  classes 
of  merchandise,  e^Msed  to  the  elements  and  often  flooded  with  rain. 
At  no  other  port  in  China  does  such  a  disgraceful  state  of  affairs  exist. 
While  the  customs  ofiicials  retain  this  merchandise,  they  refuse  all 
responsibility.  The  jetty  should  be  roofed  over,  or,  failing  that,  the 
system  in  vogue  in, other  ports,  of  passing  the  goods  direct  to  the  ship- 
ping agents'  warehouses,  holding  the  agent  responsible  for  duties,  etc., 
should  be  allowed. 

The  merchants  here  have  repeatedly  petitioned  for  this  right  and 
offered  their  warehouses,  but  without  avail.  This  exposure  to  the 
weather  causes  a  great  loss.  American  goods,  particularly  cottons, 
Buffer  considerably, 

TBLEOBAFHIO  BTBTBU. 

The  telegraphic  system  of  China  has  of  tate  deteriorated.  Many 
times  during  the  past  year  the  wires  have  been  out  of  order,  and  weeks 
have  elapsed  before  tbey  were  repaired.  A^r  every  thunderstorm  the 
excuse  voald  be  "wires  down."  At  no  time  in  the  history  of  China 
has  there  been  sacb  a  demand  on  the  system,  owing  to  the  political 
excitement  and  increased  commercial  activity.  At  last,  affairs  bet^e 
BO  unbearable  that  the  foreign  community  and  commercial  bodies  at 
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Tientaia  aad  Sbanghai  pressed  apon  the  administration  the  absolate 
iiecessity  for  an  improvemeDt,  and  a  doable  line  is  now  in  coarse  of 
erection  acroas  the  province,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  an  improTement 
in  the  service  will  be  the  result.  The  cost  of  telegrams  is  very  dear, 
including,  aa  it  does,  the  address  and  signature,  and  the  miQimum 
eharge  being  for  seven  words. 

HIBKINO  GOODS. 

There  are  no  laws  requiring  goods  to  be  marked  so  as  to  show  the 
country  of  origin,  but  it  is  a  comtnou  practice  and  is  to  be  commended. 
It  is  pleasing  to  walk  along  tbe  jetty  and  see  so  many  bales  marked 
"  From  U.  S.  A."  or  "  Hade  in  the  United  States."  They  serve  as  an 
advertisement. 

COTTOrr  l-EXTILES. 

Tbe  market  in  Korth  China  has  been  steadily  improving,  and  there 
seems  to  be  no  indication  that  it  will  decrease.  The  colder  and  more 
vigoroas  climate  calls  for  a  heavier  cotton  than  is  used  in  tbe  sonth, 
hence,  American  makes  virtually  control  this  market. 

The  following,  from  the  cotton  trade  reports,  will  be  of  interest: 

(From  the  Korth-ChJu  Dailj  fioiri.    Shuglwl,  Baplemtmr  X,  18M.1 

n  fair  amoniit  of 
.  .  _  ,       id  to » Terj  Hm^ 

extent,  being  altogetber  imwiUing  toeonntenance  thelow  i-atea  goods  are  being  reaold 
At.  Of  courae,  so  long  as  tba  merchauta  can  obtain  wbut  tbey  waut  on  tbeir  own 
terms  from  native  soaroes,  or  the  anctions,  botders  must  perforce  abide  tbeir  time 
And  rest  satisfieil  fur  tbe  present  tLat,  althougb  tbe  outside  marhota  are  not  over 
Btrone,  goods  are  being  clearod  and  going  into  consumption.  Tientsin  is  bnjing 
American  maktts,  botb  UTills  and  sbeetings,  bnt  the  market  for  (beee  has  l>eua  more 
or  leas  upset  lat«];  b.T  aome  erratio  sa^  from  iiret  hands.  There  ore  bnjurt,  in 
&ot,  for  all  markets  if  prices  are  obeap,  tbongh  there  are  still  complaints  of  the 
deameaa  of  money.  Clearances  continue  moderately  satlsfbotory  for  most  quarters, 
Korea  again  diatingniahing  beraelf  in  tbat  respect  this  week. 

Cotton  is  altgbtljeasier  tbis  week,  to-day'e  qnotation  ftom  LlTeipool  bein^3ng4. 
It  can  be  laid  down  bere,  according  to  private  telegrama,  at  3^.  c.  f.  and  1.  Tbe 
export  of  plain  cottons  for  tbe  lust  two  weeks  was  only  9,000,0M  yards.  We  hftve 
not  beard  of  any  fresh  buainess  in  New  York  for  tbiH  market  daring  the  week  under 
review,  prices  there  keeping  steady  to  firm.  It  is  said  tbat  purchases  for  China,  for 
shipment  in  time  lor  tbe  new  season,  amonut  to  15,000  bales  already,  bat  we  have 
not  bad  this  confirmed. 

The  yarn  market  is  still  in  a  very  depressed  state,  both  here  and  in  the  aonth,  so 
mnoh  ao  that  holders  in  Hongkong  have  telegraphed  to  tbe  Bombay  Mill  Owners' 
Assooiatiun,  nrging  tbem  to  curtail  production.  The  reply  was  that  tbe  queation 
would  be  cousidered,  provided  the  China  anil  Japan  mills  cooperat«. 

Reverting  to  what  we  wrote  last  week  with  reference  to  tbe  ftnita  of  the  Dlack- 
bam  misaiou  to  China,  there  ia  a  way  by  which  the  Lanooahire  trade  with  thii 
country  can  bo  preserved,  hut  It  will  require  very  powerful  syndioates  to  effeot  the 
necessary  chaugea,  ae  it  will  involve  a  reform  of  the  Manchester  trade  as  at  preaeiit 
carried  on.  The  moat  essentia]  point  ia  for  tbe  manii fact u rets  to  oombine  l«  do  away 
with  middlemen  as  soon  aa  practicable,  and  deal  direct  with  the  representatives  of 
the  Chiua  houses,  doing  tbeii  own  making  up,  ticketing,  packing  and  shipping, 
etc.,  and  so  save  the  heavy  expense  that  a  bale  of  shlrtiuKB  has  to  iuoni  now  before 
it  reaches  tbe  bands  of  the  bnyei,  ae  is  done  in  tbe  United  States  and  Canada.  The 
trade  will  then  be  placed  mare  on  a  parity  with  that  of  tbe  United  States,  and  could 
snci^ssfuUy  compete  even  with  the  heavy  makes  of  drills  and  Hbeetinga  that  are 
now  being  fast  cut  out.  All  that  vast  system  of  rebatea  and  dieoonnts  that  is 
despoiling  tbe  trade  must  be  done  away  with,  or,  so  sorely  as  China's  former  vain- 
able  tea  trade  has  dwindled  into  insiguilicance,  from  very  similar  canses,  will  the 
Lancashire  trade  with  this  country  gradually  pass  into  other  bands.  This  cooree, 
of  necessity,  will  cause  the  Manobester  firms  to  Join  the  maunfactnrers'  ayndicatea 
or  opening  houaea  in  China,  but  what  mnet  come  is  a  reductinn  of  the  heavy  neod- 
lexa  Bipenses  at  present  incurred.  Beforrft  ia  wanted  all  along  tbe  line,  not  forget- 
ting the  monopoly  formed  by  that  powerful  combination  that  oontrola  tbe  ateamer 


ASIA:   CHINA. 


Tkrieil  from  27s.  6il.  to  328.  while  Haachester  baa  been  paying  35s.  to  42s.  6d.  Lei 
Lancashire  lu  ana  fact  ii  ran  bestir  tliemselves,  and,  if  neceasary,  fonn  thenuelves  Into 
■f  Dilicates  HI)  OS  to  be  able  to  put  tbeii  trade  od  »  more  equable  footing  with  that  of 
rival  aud  conpeting  coantries. 

The  cotton-cloth  trade  of  (3hina  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  us, 
aa  China  buys  more  than  one-third  of  our  totiil  exports  Id  this  line,  and 
the  northern  ports  take  nearly  all  that  comes  to  China.  I  have  repeat- 
edly ur^^ed  merchants  here  to  make  direct  importations,  bat  they  are 
not  inclined  to  push  out.  British  merchants  do  not  wish  to  take  op 
new  veutnrcs.  If  the  American  mills  had  their  own  men  here  to  pusb 
Bales,  I  bare  uo  doaht  a  rapid  increase  would  result.  I  would  earnestly 
nrge  our  manafaotnrers  to  attend  to  ttieir  own  business  in  China,  and 
not  leave  it  to  aliens.  Direct  shipments  would  enable  them  to  undersell 
Shanghai,  compete  against  the  guilds,  and  if  the  Pacific  steamers  wuald 
call  here,  to  or  from  the  United  States,  I  think  that  they  would  be  able 
to  get  hII  that  cargo  which  now  leaves  Tientsin,  Chefoo,  and  New- 
Gbwaiig  to  be  taken  up  at  Shanghai,  and  the  steamers  could  of  course 
discbarge  here  all  cargo  intended  for  the  northern  ports.  The  harbor 
is  good;  several  men-of-war  of  over  14,000  tons  call  here,  and  find  plenty 
of  water. 

QENEBAI.  BEUABKS. 

In  my  annual  report  of  trade,  dated  October  X4, 1897,'  I  mentioned 
the  interest  taken  iu  Kiao  Ohau  Bay  (Shantung)  and  its  importance  as 
a  port,  and  added : 

It  is  a  wonder  to  all  that  that  harbor  haa  not  b«eii  opened  to  commerce.  I  trnst 
that  our  Government  will  oae  its  best  efforts  to  obtain  that  end,  for,  onoe  ocoom- 
plitihed,  it  will  be  of  vast  benefit  to  oar  trade. 

A  month  to  the  day  later,  on  I^ovember  14,  the  Gennans  oocapied 
and  seized  that  bay  and  the  a<^acent  territory,  and  on  the  3d  of  iSoto-  . 
ber,  the  land  not  required  by  the  German  Government  was  sold  at 
public  auction.  The  Gbiueae  Government  is  to  open  a  custom-house 
under  foreign  supervision  at  Tsingtau,  the  railway  routes  are  being 
sarveyed,  mines  {which  seem  to  have  b^n  owned  by  Li  Hung  Chang) 
exploited,  the  province  covered  in  every  direction  by  experts,  and  the 
German  port  being  free,  it  will  be  strange  if  Shantung  does  not  receive 
her  foreign  imports  from  that  port.  I  hear  that  daring  the  last  three 
months,  3,000  bales  of  piece  goods  have  been  landed  in  Tsingtau;  some 
of  this  was  American,  bat  how  macb  I  can  not  say.  When  the  customs 
are  regularly  opened,  do  doubt  exact  figures  can  be  obtained.  A  friend 
of  mine  informs  me  that  be  saw  several  loads  of  cloth  with  "Massa- 
chusetts Mills"  stamped  on  tbem. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  activity  there  now;  very  wide  streets  are 
being  graded,  drainage  arranged  for,  and  foundations  for  some  build- 
ings laid. 

The  land  sold  at  auction  went  at  rather  high  prices — firom  9250  to 
(600  (Mexican)  per  man  (one-sixth  of  an  acre),  according  to  location — 
the  total  amount  being  nearly  $100,000  the  first  day.  Obefoo  parties 
invested  extensively.    The  best  land  is  now  all  sold. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  grambling  among  business  men  over  the 
namerouB  conditions  imposed  on  bnyers,  but  no  doubt  there  will  grad- 
ually be  concessions  that  will  mend  matters.    Tsingtaa  nudoubtedly 
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has  a  great  fatnre  before  it,  auless  the  commercial  interests  become 
Bwamped  ander  the  militarr.  At  present,  there  are  in  that  harbor  two 
coaling  steamera  and  United  States  sailing  abip^LouU — besides  the 
men-of-war. 

The  American  ship  Louia,  with  Imnber,  was  ordered  to  anchor  by  the 
harbor  master  in  a  certain  placa  The  captain  told  the  harbor  master 
that  the  position  was  dangerous,  but  he  had  to  remain  there.  A  strong 
breeze  came  up,  and  the  ship  smashed  her  rudders,  radderpost,  and 
damaged  her  keel.    This  is  not  encouraging  to  shipping. 

There  are  1,500  foreigners  there  now,  nearly  all  Germans,  but,  singu- 
larly, the  Germans  here  do  not  seem  to  have  much  faith  in  the  future 
of  the  place,  while  the  British  think  that  Tsingtau  will  be  the  ruin  of 
Ghefoo.  I  think  that  if  the  British  at  Weihaiwei  open  their  port  to 
trade,  build  a  railway  to  Chefoo,  and  then  to  T£ngchow,  Weitsien,  and 
Ohinau,  to  connect  with  the  main  lines  running  &om  Tientsin  to  Shang- 
hai, all  the  trade  will  be  in  their  hands,  as  they  have  the  better  harbor 
and  more  experience  in  such  matters.  1  inclose  tracing  of  a  map  of 
Tsingtau,  drawn  by  German  authority  September,  1898.' 

The  occupation  of  Port  Arthur  by  the  Bussians  and  of  Weihaiwei 
by  the  British  has  bronght  Korth  China  into  the  greatest  prominence, 
llie  trade  of  this  part  of  China  is  steadily  increasing,  and  the  activity 
of  the  Russians  has  given  to  Americans  large  and  lucrative  orders  for 
lomber,  rails^  and  other  materials. 

The  provisioning  of  20j000  Bossian  troops  at  Port  Arthnr,  of  the  large 
force  of  Germans  at  Tsingtau,  and  of  the  British  fleet  at  Weihaiwei 
has  devolved  to  a  great  extent  upon  the  merchants  of  this  port.  One 
effect  of  this  is  seen  in  the  returns  for  flour  for  the  quarter  ended  June 
30, 1898,  the  value  of  which  was  46,796  haikwan  taels  {at  JO.67.3  = 
*31,491.91  gold),  against  9,767  haikwan  taels  fat  *0.73.fl7  =  $7,224.65 
gold)  for  the  calendar  year  of  1897;  audit  is  to  De  presumed  that  other 
lines  fared  equally  as  well.  A  German  firm  here  has  the  contract  for 
provisioning  Fort  Arthur  and  Tsingtau,  and  a  British  firm  does  the 
*  same  for  Weihaiwei, 

It  Is  expected  that  the  railway  work  planned  for  this  province  will  be 
started  in  the  early  spring,  but  none  of  the  lines  contemplate  approach- 
ingOhefoo. 

The  Yellow  Biver,  "China's  Sorrow,"  has  again  broken  loose,  and  a 
vast  territory  is  flooded,  entailing  great  distress.  The  Emperor,  at  the 
request  of  the  governor,  has  remitted  a  large  percentage  of  the  taxes, 
in  order  to  lighten  the  burdens  of  the  sufferers.  On  the  whole,  Ghefbo 
has  had  an  exciting  year.  First,  the  murder  by  robbers  of  the  two  Ger> 
man  priests  near  Chiningchau  in  November,  followed  by  the  seizure  of 
Eiao  Cbau  Bay,  the  demonstration  of  the  British  fleet  in  this  harbor, 
the  occupation  of  Fort  Arthur  and  Talienwau  by  the  Kassians,  the 
evacuation  of  Weihaiwei  by  the  Japanese  and  subsequent  occupation 
by  the  British,  the  throwing  open  as  a  free  port  of  Tsingtau  by  Ger- 
many, the  floods  in  the  valley  of  the  Yellow  Biver,  and  the  consequent 
increased  number  of  strangers,  have  all  tended  to  keep  Shantung  before 
the  public. 

SUaOESTIONS. 

I  renew  my  suggestions  that  the  United  States  be  represented  by  its 
own  consuls  at  Newchwang  and  other  ports  in  China  not  represented; 
that  museums  be  established  at  Canton,  Hanhau,  Shanghai,  and  Tien- 
tsin for  the  exhibition  and  sale  of  American  merchandise,  etc 
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At  Dearly  all  of  the  stations  the  missionaries  have  masenms,  where 
can  be  seen  models  of  gnns,  ships,  carios,  and  other  articles  that  will 
interest  the  native  mind.  Most  of  the  mechanictal  models  are  made  by 
the  missionaries  themselves.  Dr.  Mateer  is  quite  a  genins;  he  has 
given  electric  railways,  cars,  engines,  etc.,  made  by  himself,  to  the 
museum  in  this  city.  There  i»  also  a  large  and  moHt  interesting  collec- 
tion of  birds,  reptiles,  and  animals,  captured  iu  this  province  and 
Chekiang,  all  mounted  hy  Kev.  Mr.  Bergen  in  the  moat  artistic  and 
scientific  manner.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  no  doubt  our  mannfiic- 
tnrers  have  thousands  of  models,  or  samples,  which  they  could  well  send 
to  this  museum,  thus  advertising  their  lines,  and  1  know  of  no  better 
way  to  show  their  goods  than  this.  If  merchants  will  send,  free  of 
expense,  such  articles  as  they  can  spare,  and  wish  to  advertise,  I  will 
see  that  they  are  properly  placed. 

The  museum  here  is  on  the  main  street,  and  is  directly  under  the 
control  of  Bev.  Dr.  Hunter  Gorbett,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Sam- 
ples of  cloth,  toys,  canned  goods,  mechanical  appliances,  models,  illns- 
trations — in  fact,  every  line  excepting,  of  course,  liquors,  tobacco,  or  sncb 
things  as  missionaries  can  not  consistently  extol.  Besides  this  museum, 
they  have  one  at  Weitsien,  lohowfee,  Chiuau,  and  several  other  smallw 
places.  This  in  an  excellent  opportunity  for  our  merchants.  The 
musenm  is  in  a  very  large  stone  building,  with  ten  or  fifteen  rooms  for 
exhibits.  I  woald  further  suggest  that  a  bank  be  established;  that  a 
newspaper  be  published;  that  the  opium  treaty  be  abrogated;  thatoor 
shipping  be  protected;  that  mail  steamers  call  here  to  or  from  the 
United  States;  that  fire  insurance  companies  enter  this  field  (there  ia 
not  one  American  company  in  Ohina;  the  inclosed  prospectus  will  show 
bowrich  the  field  ia,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  marine  insurance) ;  that 
Americans  place  their  interests  in  the  hands  of  their  own  countrymen ; 
that  we  refuse  again  to  intrust  our  mails  to  Ohina,  and  place  thesyst«m 
where  it  was  two  years  ago;  above  alJ,  that  we  take  a  firm  and  decided 
stand  in  North  Ohina,  and  not  allow  our  interests  to  be  interfered  with. 
John  Fowlee,  Consul. 

Ohbfoo,  October  24, 1898. 
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1.  Tbe  euormona  volnme  or  flre-ineuraiice  IraalDeae  now  traneacted  Id  Shftnghsl  is 
of  itMlf  anfflcient  reuson  for  tlie  formation  of  a  neir  local  oompany. 

2.  Tbo  opening  np  of  China  torsilna^s,  theMtablialiLiiont  ofuntuerouB  indaatrial 
flDterprisea,  uid  the  ever-inoreoaing  Dative  and  foreign  trude,  maBt  be  followed  by  » 


le  probable  eitenaion  of  the  foreign  settlt^mentB  in  Shanghui,  the  opening  of 
Woosnng  and  other  treaty  ports,  ob  hIso  the  increase  of  territory  ceded  to  foreign 
nations,  shonld  be  followed  by  a  lar^e  addition  to  properties  requiring  iuBurance, 

4.  Two  very  encoesaful  offlces,  domiciled  in  Hongkong,  have  for  many  years  justly 
oommanded  a  large  share  of  the  tlre-inanrance  bnsiueas  id  China,  but  thoy  are  naable 
to  satisfy  tbe  demand,  and  consequently,  a  large  number  of  Sre  rinks  are  placed  with 
European  and  Australian  companies.  The  shares  of  tbe  Hongkons;  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  Limited,  with  $50  paid  up,  are  now  quoted  at  $330,  and  those  of  the  CMna 
Pire  Insura^pe  Company,  Limited,  with  $20  paid  op,  are  qnot«d  at  $95.  The  sncoess 
of  these  two  old  companies  forms  the  best  euconragement  to  inveetarB  who  are  will- 
ing to  tabe  shares  in  the  new  one. 

5.  The  Chinese  now  thoroughly  recognize  the  necessity  of  fire  iDsurance,  and  as 
they  are  among  the  largest  owners  of  properties  and  merchandise  at  Shanghai  and 
at  most  of  the  treaty  ports,  the  Shanghai  Fire  Insuraoee  CompaDV,  Limited,  will,  it 
is  expected,  receive  a  large  measore  of  support  from  them.  This  expectation  is 
indeed  aasored  by  the  cooperation  of  the  three  Chinese  gentlemen  who  join  the 

6.  It  is  proposed  to  act  in  concert  with  the  other  fire  companies  as  regards  rates, 
so  long  as  the  directors  are  assured  of  the  general  adherence  to  tariffs.    It  may  be 
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e  inBDTers  that  the  present  rates  are  somewhat  high,  but  tlie  «xpe- 

ears  haa  tauKbt  all  tire  officei  '■-^--         _._j-a 

a  cotopany  is  to  be  permaDeo 
to  receive  regnlar  and  substontial  dividends. 

7.  It  is  farther  proposed  that  tbeenbdivlsion  of  profits  shall  be,  aa  far  aa  poaaible, 
on  the  lines  folloned  by  the  existing  local  companies,  viz,  that  after  payment  of 
sncb  dividends  as  ma;  be  Tecommended  by  the  board  of  directors  the  residne  shall 
be  appropriated  toward  the  creation  of  a  reserve  fund  and  to  a  retmn  to  oontribnt- 
ing  shareholders. 
S.  No  promotion  money  baa  been  or  will  be  paid. 

9.  Where  no  allotment  is  made,  the  deposit  will  be  retnnied  in  fnllin  ezchangefor 
bankers'  receipt,  but  when  any  soares  less  than  the  nnmber  applied  for  are  allotted, 
the  balanre  of  the  deposit  will  tie  credited  to  tbe  snm  to  be  paid  on  allotment. 

10.  The  shareholders'  liability  is  strictly  limited, 

11.  ProBpectnaes  and  forms  of  application  for  shares  can  be  obtained  at  the  com- 
pany's temporary  offices,  22  Eiangee  Toad,  Shanghai,  or  fitim  the  bankers  of  the 
company  at  Shanghai,  Hongkong,  and  the  treaty  ports  of  China  and  Japan. 

Shangoai,  Ootober  I,  1808. 


INaUttAMCE   OFFICK, 

Capital  snbscribed «2, 500, 000 

Capital  paid  np 500,000 

Reserve  fund 1,150,000 

Jardinb,  Matheson  &  Co.,  Oanerai  AgatU. 
HoHOKOHO,  Oelober  S,  tSSS. 


SUOOESTIOKS  FOB  DSTBLOPING  TRADE  IN  CHINA. 

Minister  Conger  seuds  £rom  Pekin,  nadei  date  of  Ootober  12, 1898, 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Consul  Fowler,  of  Chefoo,  containing  sngges- 
tionB  for  the  development  of  American  trade  in  China.  Mr.  Fowler 
urges  the  oonstrnction  of  the  Nicaragna  Canal.  He  deprecates  placing 
American  enterprisea  iu  the  hands  of  foreigners,  and  cites  that  Chefoo 
bought  over  93,000,000  worth  of  merchandise  from  the  United  States 
last  year,  not  a  dollar's  worth  of  which  was  sold  by  Americans  in  the 
city.  If  the  castoms  reports  conld  be  made  ont  so  as  to  credit  the 
eoantiy  of  shipment  with  the  goods  bought  or  sold,  instead  of  the  port 
of  transshipment  as  at  present,  It  would  benefit  United  States  trade. 
He  orges  the  importance  of  a  newspaper  controlled  by  Americans;  the 
eetablisbment  of  museums  at  Canton,  Shanghai,  Hankau,  and  Tientsin 
for  the  display  of  merchandise;  the  establishment  of  an  American  bank, 
and  the  discouragement  of  the  amalgamation  of  United  States  mail 
lines  with  foreign  lines. 


CHINKIANG. 

Ohinkiang,  the  treaty  port  of  this  district,  though  150  miles  from 
Shanghai,  the  nearest  seaport,  is  nevertheless  a  large  distributing 
center,  being  located  almost  at  the  entrance  of  the  Grand'Oanal  from 
the  north  into  the  Yangtze  Kiaug.  This  canal  now  being  open  to  steam 
navigation  and  foreign  shipping  nnder  the  new  inland  water  regula- 
tions, will  no  doubt  E^d  importance  to  this  port  as  a  distributing  center. 

There  are  four  regular  lines  of  steamers  running  on  the  Yangtze 
Kiang,  besides  many  known  as  outside  steamers.    These  four  lines  have 
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halks  of  their  own  at  our  baud,  oa  wUoh  they  loEid  and  unload  freigbt. 
Every  day,  we  have  from  one  to  three  steam  vessels  discharging  cargo 
that  goes  into  the  interior,  and  taking  cargo  for  export  or  for  other  Chi- 
nese ports. 

The  British  have  a  concession  here,  and  almost  all  the  trade  of  the 
port  and  interior  through  this  port  is  controlled  by  the  agents  of  these 
lines.  There  are  no  foreign  merchants  in  the  port  who  carry  a  stock  of 
any  kind.  It  would  seem  to  me  that  an  importing  firm  that  wonid 
establish  itself  here  and  study  the  market  conld  do  a  large  basinesB 
within  a  radius  of  many  miles  from  this  port. 

It  is  now  a  custom  with  two  or  three  retail  firms  at  Shanghai,  once  or 
twice  ayear,  to  send  oat  a  man  to  call  at  the  varioos  ports  from  Shanghai 
to  fiankaa,  with  eight  or  ten  boxes  of  dry  goods,  which  they  ofler  at 
prices  high  enoagb  to  give  a  profit  at  Shanghai  and  an  extra  one  for  gen- 
eral porposes.  We  have  two  Chinese  stores  that  carry  American  wines, 
canned  goods,  hams,  and  bacon.  Many  more  carry  American  oil  lamps 
and  clucks.  These  seem  to  hold  the  market  against  all  comers.  It  is 
almost  impossible  to  secure  any  comprehensive  statement  of  the  vol- 
nme  in  difi^rent  lines  of  goods  for  1897  as  compared  with  1896,  as  no 
statistics  are  kept,  except  at  the  treaty  port  (Cbinkiaug),  although  there 
are  many  other  ports  in  the  district  open  to  native  commerce,  but  con- 
trolled by  native  customs,  that  are  nsnally  farmed  out,  so  that  it  becomes 
a  part  of  the  interest  of  those  farming  them  to  prevent  any  informa- 
tion as  to  the  volume  of  trade  being  given. 

At  Chinkian^,  we  have  two  silk-fllature  works,  established  in  189fi  by 
the  Chinese,  with  Chinese  capital.  One  of  them  is  closed,  owing  to 
losses  on  production.  The  otberis  mnning,  bot  not  doing  very  well.  It 
is  in  the  name  of  a  foreigner,  who  tells  me  he  gets  a  certain  sum  every 
month  for  the  foreign  protection  secured  to  them  throagh  his  name.  The 
high  price  of  coal  (abont  916  Mexican,  or  97.11  gold,  per  ton],  together 
with  the  high  price  of  cocoons,  prevents  profitable  working. 

The  output  of  the  one  in  operation  for  the  eighteen  mouths  ending 
December,  1897,  was  354  poands  of  white  silk;  for  the  six  months  end- 
ing Jane  30, 1898,  359  ponnds. 

The  cost  of  cocoons  during  1897-98  was  aboat  $50.40  i>er  hundred 
ponnds,  while  the  silk  made  therefhtm  sold  for  about  $280  per  hundred 
pounds.  It  is  sold  to  dealers  in  Shanghai,  but  its  fin^  destination  I  do 
not  know.  The  export  duty  on  this  silk  is  10  taels  per  pical,  or  aboat 
$4.84  per  hundredweight. 

Another  industry  here  that  is  growing  rapidly  is  the  manufacture  of 
albamen  from  eggs.  The  yolks  are  utilized  for  dyes,  but  the  process  is 
a  secret.  Docks'  eggs  are  nsed,  and  they  are  so  cheap — coating  not  over 
(3.80  per  1,000,  delivered — that  the  business  is  very  profitable.  In  1896, 
the  managers  established  the  factory  and  invested  about  $11,000.  In 
1897,  they  enlarged  their  capital  to  about  $16,000.  During  1898,  they 
have  again  enlarged  the  buBiness  and  increased  their  capital  to  about 
$36,000,  and  have  established  three  or  fonr  other  factories. 

There  is  a  good  opening  here  for  American  capital  in  this  business, 
while  we  have  a  very  large  market  at  home  for  the  product.  They  ship 
most  of  their  product  to  Germany. 

There  is  also  another  concern  started  here  in  a  small  way,  by  an 
Englisbmau,  for  preserving  and  exporting  hens'  eggs.  Their  cost  is  less 
than  $4  per  thousand,  and  it  is  said  they  will  last  indefinitely.  No 
details  can  be  secured  about  the  bosiness.  Small  quantities  are  sent 
to  England. 


^dbvGoO^^lc 


1016  COMMERCUL   RELATIONS. 

At  the  city  of  Naokin,  the  Chinese  manufacture  satiu,  amounting  to 
about  1,800  pounds  per  year.  The  output  ia  increasing  at  the  rate 
of  about  150  pounds  annually.  It  sells  by  the  piece,  a  yard  wide,  for 
about  80  cents  per  yard,  best  quality;  second  qaality  costs  about  tvo- 
thirds  of  this  price.  They  also  do  a  small  bnsincss  in  the  manufacture 
of  silk  ribbons,  bnt  the  output  does  not  amount  to  over  $600  worth  pet 
year.  A  good  business  ia  done,  however,  in  bayiug  and  exporting  cow- 
hides, sheepskins,  and  goatskins,  most  of  them  being  sent  to  England. 

Wuha,  another  river  city  iu  this  district,  has  a  factory  for  the  mann- 
focture  of  albamen,  owned  by  the  German  firm  that  owns  the  one  in 
Ghinkiang,  and  the  same  conditions  apply  to  both. 

There  are  coal,  iron,  and  other  minerals  in  the  hills  adjacent  to  Wuho, 
but  no  systematic  effort  has  been  made  to  min«  them. 

Concerning  markets  for  American  goods,  there  ia  a  good  field.  This 
beluga  large  distributing  center,  great  quantities  of  cotton  and  woolen 
manufiictures  are  sent  from  here.  While  the  natives  like  American 
cotton  goods  very  much,  the  prices  seem  to  keep  them  out,  native 
cottons  underselling  them.  The  labor  iu  mannfacturing  oatave  goods 
costs  from  7  to  10  cents  per  day. 

With  agricultural  implements,  oonditlona  are  different.  The  Gbinese 
do  not  have  them  and  can  not  make  them.  Their  farming  is  of  the 
most  primitive  kind.  It  would  seem  that  American  light  plows,  har- 
rows, hoes,  rakes,  spades,  and  small  ases  or  hatchets  would  find  a  good 
market  here;  and  various  domestic  utensils,  such  as  knives,  spoons, 
razors,  scissors,  boilers,  light  hardware,  and  carpenters'  tools  should  sell 
readily. 

The  soil  is  fertile,  the  people  are  temperate,  frugal,  and  industrious, 
and  with  a  decent  government,  just  laws,  and  fair  protection  against 
squeezes  and  rapacity,  they  ought  to  prosper. 

Wm.  Martin;.  Consul, 

CHmKiAKG,  October  31, 1898. 

CirUNG  KFNG. 

I  inclose  a  set  of  tables  compiled  frova  the  returns  of  the  imperial 
maritime  customs  at  this  port,  giving  the  imports  and  exports  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  with  market  values,  as  nefur  ae  can  be 
aaccrl»ined,  reduced  to  United  States  gold. 

1  also  inclose  as  a  fit  accompaniment,  an  abstract  fh>m  a  rex>ort  by 
Mr.  F.  S,  A,  Bourne,  wlio  accompanied  the  Blackburn  Commission,  on 
itsexpedition  to  this  district  for  trade  purposes,  in  the  winter  of  1896-97. 


IMPORTS  IN  1898, 

The  principal  articles  of  import  trom  foreign  oouutries  and  Chinese 
ports  during  the  half  year  endtng  June  30, 1898,  as  compared  with  the 
same  period  of  the  previous  year,  have  been  as  follows : 
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The  principal  articIeB  of  export  (inclnding  reexports)  to  foreign  conn- 
tries  and  Chineae  ports  during  the  balf  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  as 
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compared  with  the  aame  period  of  the  previous  year,  have  beea  as  I 

followa :  I 
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IMPORTS  IN  1897. 


The  principal  articles  of  import  from  foreign  conntries  and  Chinese 
ports  daring  the  half  year  ending  December3l,lSn7,  as  compared  with 
the  same  period  of  the  previona  year,  have  heen  aa  follows: 
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KXI'OKTrt  IN  1«>7. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  (iiiclui)ing  rcextwrts)  to  foreign  coan- 
trios  and  Cliinese  ports  during  tlio  half  year  ending  December ;{],  1897, 
aa  compared  with  the  same  period  of  the  previous  year,  have  been  as 
follows: 
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Ahatractfrom  a  report  on  the  trade  of  West  Ohina  6y  F.  S.  A.  BoumCf  in 
charge  of  the  Blackburn  Commercial  Mission, 

On  Deaembflr25  we  reached  Chnng  King,  the  commercial  capital  of  Szoohnan.    Tlie 
map  irill  show  the  commanding  poBition  it  occupies  in  respect  of  tbe  eiohange  of 

Erocncta  between  tbe  lower  Yangtse  valley  and  Szechaan,  with  every  considerable 
iwu  of  which  it  is  connected  h;  water,  and  it  most  be  home  in  mind  that  whole- 
sale trade  is  carried  on  almost  entirely  here  by  boat.  Exports  bonnd  for  the  Lower 
Yangtze  and  abroad  must  pass  it,  and  so  mnat  the  imports  brought  ap  in  exchange. 
Tbe  resnlt  is  that,  in  regard  to  foreign  trade  entiiely,  and  in  regard  to  interprovin- 
oialtradetoavery  large  extent,  ChnngKlngisthewholesalamarket  for  the  province, 
and  tbe  only  one,  Hereitts  that  the  merchants  and  shopkeepersof  the  whole  prov- 
ince come  to  buy  foreign  goods.  The  oity  is  as  bnsy  as  any  In  the  Empire,  bnt  it  is 
confined  within  a  narrow  area  by  its  physical  coaditlonB,  thoagh  this  area  is  very 
thickly  covered  with  honses.  It  is  bnilt  on  a  peninsula  of  sandslone  hills  lying 
between  the  Yangtze  and  Its  northern  tributary,  and  rising  gradually  from  100  to  40O 
fbet  above  the  winter  level  of  those  rivers.  As  the  Yangtze  rises  hera  some  90  feet 
in  snmmer  above  its  winter  level,  the  ground  below  this  huge  ree£iif  so  it  may  be 
called,  la  flooded  every  year  and  only  aooommodataa  mat  sheds.  Wai«hoasea  and 
ahopa  have  to  And  room  on  the  reef,  which  la  therefora  very  crowded. 


SZECHCAM  TKADR. 


Szechnan  exports  chiefly  raw  or  balf-mann&otared  produce,  as  o) 


salt,  drug*. 


and  raw  silk.  Her  chief  imports  are  raw  cotton,  native  cotton  cloth,  and  foreign 
goods — that  is,  goods  imported  into  Shanghai  ttom.  abroad—of  which  Lancashire  cot. 
tons  constitnte  abont  30  per  cent  and  Inman  yam  44  per  cent.  There  ai«  ua  retoms 
to  consult,  bat  I  will  risk  an  estimate  of  the  expone  from  the  whole  province  of 
Szechnan  to  the  eastern  provlDces  at  £3,300,000. 
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In  regard  to  Lancashire  goods,  to  which  onr  inqniries  were  ohiefly  direotad,  the 
following  table  sbows  the  import  of  the  most  important  items  dating  tbe  last  Uiree 
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There  Is,  besIdeB,  a  unftll  import  of  these  gooda  to  Wan  Hsian  tana  lohkng  under 
transit  poaB,  and  a  Bmall  import  intoChimg  King  from  Hankaain  the  ^ame  manner. 
No  doabt,  some  go  b;  likin  boat,  and  a  conaiderable  qnantity  is  Bmoggled ;  bat  the 
above  table,  taken  irom  the  imperial  maritime  oaetome  returns,  repreaents  the  gittat 
bnlk  and  the  tendenoy  of  the  trade ;  1886  was  a  bad  year,  for  the  new  rapid  blooked 
the  trade  during  the  bet  three  months.  NeTertheleeo,  it  will  be  notloed  that  cotton 
Italians,  lastinge,  and  prints  more  than  held  tbeir  own,  and  this  is  the  olear  tsndenoy 
of  the  trade,  namely,  that  we  lose  ground  in  the  oommoner  cloth,  bat  can  gain  greatly, 
if  our  manufkotntara  and  merchants  ohooee,  in  fine  and  figured  olotha.  No  doubt, 
the  oommoner  shirtings  ate  being  aupeneded  by  native  oloth  woven  by  hand  from 
imported  yarn,  and  for  thie  there  seems  no  help. 


I  was  told  by  a  Chnng  King  native  merchant,  who  bad  iieqnently  been  down  to 
Shanghai  as  a  buyer,  that  the  foreign  ootton-goods  trade  is  oarried  on  as  follows: 
The  Aiinese  foreign  piece  goods  merchants  of  Shanghai,  some  of  whom  act  also  as 
brokers,  order  from  tna  British  importing  merchants  for  future  delivery.  There  are 
only  two  British  firms  in  Shanghai  that  will  not  order  on  oommisBion  for  Chin 


When  the 
Delive^  of 
.        „  >  bank.    The 

Szechnan  merchant  sends  down  his owu  partner  or  agent  to  bay  for  him  in  Shanghai, 
and  he  employs  a  Shanghai  native  merchant  or  broker  to  contract  for  him  with  the 
foreirn  importor.  To  Uiis  broker,  the  foreign  merchants  pay  one-half  per  cent  com- 
mission, out  of  which  the  broker  has  to  pay  part  of  the  shipping  charges.  The 
Bzechuan  agent,  to  make  sore  that  he  is  not  beuig  swindled  by  the  Shanghai  native 
broker,  can  go  and  inspect  the  contract  book  at  the  foreign  merchant^  hong.  If 
the  goods  do  not  arrive  within  four  weebi  of  the  contract  dato,  the  Szechnan  agent 
neef  not  take  them ;  if  payment  is  not  made  within  two  weeks — sometimes  four 
weeks — the  6  per  cent  deposit  required  &om  persons  not  well  known  to  the  foreign 
merchant  can  be  forfeited.  More  than  half  the  men  Heat  down  from  Chang  King  to 
bay  in  Shanghai  have  an  interest  in  the  business.  Such  an  agent  woald  be  paid  10 
taels  (30s.)  a  month  and  expenses.  Szechaan  merchaats  do  not  employ  Shanghai 
nirtive  merchants  as  their  permanent  agents,  but  send  their  own  men.  Bnch  a  man 
wouldleave  Chung  King  In  Angust  and  retnm  inHay;  letters  woald  reach  him  ever; 
fivedajBwlthiiulnictlons.  There  is  scarcely  an;  baying  in  Shanghai  for  Szechuon 
tcom  April  to  Angnst.  Oooda  are  sent  by  steamer  to  I(£ang  and  on  hy  native  boat 
in  charee  of  »  anperoargo  or  Jank  owner.  Aiiout  one-tenth  part  arrive  damaged  by 
water,  out  practically  no  goods  are  lost.  The  Szechuan  agent  would  be  glad  to  go 
direot  to  the  foreign  merc^nt,  but  he  can  not  apeak  English. 

The  Chung  King  merchant  pays  ready  money  in  Bhanghai,  bnt  he  sells  to  the 
Szechaan  npcount^  merchant  on  long  credit.  (See  next  section.)  The  chief  mar- 
kets aabsidiary  to  Chnng  King  are,  (1}  Sni-ningHsien  (latitude  30°  28',  longitude  106° 
46'),  which  supplies  T'ung-cb'uan  Fu  (latitode  31'J  Oa',  longitude  105°  11'),  and  Pao- 
Ding  Fu  (latitude  31°  32^  longitnde  105°  69') :  (2)  Chfingto,  the  capital ;  (3)  Chia- 


tingFu  (latitude  29°  28',fongnade  103°  66');  ('t)SaiFu;  (6)  Lu  chow  (latitude  :i8° 
—  '    i^tufie  105°  83');  and  (6)  Wan  Haien.    At  Changtn  there  are  three,  and  at 
mt(one,hoaaeetr~'  '  —  ^^--"-^    ^.  . .  ...    ,    _,  .      ....       ■    ■ 

bays  in  Chung  King. 


66',  Iongltuael05°83'U  ft       ., 

Clua- ting  one,  houaee  that  buy  directly  In  Shanghai,  otherwise  the  whole  of  Szechaan 


r&\DK   BETWKEII   CBUSa   KIMQ  ASD   UPCOUNTKT. 

BftTgoina  in  the  Lancashire  cotton-goods  trade  in  Chnng  King  are  onatomatlly  made 
under  the  following  terms  as  to  payment.  There  are  three  settling  days,  namaty: 
New  Year's  eve,  the^fth  of  the  flfth  moon,  and  the  fifteenth  of  the  eighth  moon,  and 
payment  is  wade  on  the  next  settling  day  but  one  after  the  date  of  parchoae.  Thus, 
a  ooDtract  made  between  the  first  of  the  first  moon' and  the  fifth  of  the  fifth  moon 
would  be  fnr  payment  on  the  fifteenth  of  the  eighth  mooti— that  is  to  say,  on  the 
average,  five  to  six  months'  oiedit  is  given.  Bat  the  purohaser  has  the  right  to  pay 
oash  at  any  time  ha  chooses,  and  he  Is  then  allowed  by  the  seller  a  disooant  in  the 
oase  of  foreign  cotton  goods  at  the  rato  of  1^  per  cent  per  month — that  is,  Hi '  per 
cent  per  annum,  and  in  the  cose  of  foreign  yams,  at  the  rate  of  1^  per  cent  per 
month — that  is,  IS^  per  oent  per  annum.  Interest  being  ao  high,  the  seller,  of 
ooniae,  wishes  payment  to  be  delayed  aa  long  as  possible,  whUe  it  is  to  the  interest 
of  the  pnrchaaei  to  pay  as  soon  as  he  can.  In  fact,  it  would  seem  that  the  higii 
interest  includes  inauranoe  against  riafc  of  loss,  ^thon{^  the  natives  do  not  legud 


^^oo^^lc 


1022  COMMERCIAL  REUTIOHS. 

it  in  that  way.  The  ay  stem  may  have  the  advantage  of  enoonraging  poor  men  to 
posh  tho  Bale  of  gooda,  but  it  haa  many  drawbaaks. 

Pavment  is  made  in  silver,  by  weient,  aooording  to  the  hno-p'ing,  goods  balauoe. 
whioh  is  8  per  milie  heavier  than  the  lU-p'ing,  CbimK  King  balanoe.  'which  is  aboni 
3  DOT  oent  lighter  than  the  tou-knei  p'ioff,  the  Shan^lai  balanoe,  tne  onnoe  or  tool 
of  which  is  valued  in  this  report  at  M.lOld.,  the  rate  mling  in  Shanghai  when  we 
left  that  place  in  October,  IS^. 

However,  before  we  can  arrive  at  tiievalheof  theChiing  King  tael  or  local  onnoe, 
another  factor  has  to  be  considered,  namely,  toaoh  or  qnality  of  silver.  By  onrtom, 
all  barrains  in  the  foreign  piece-go^ds  trade  are  made  for  payment  in  hsin  p'iaa  or 
beat  ailvBT,  which  bears  tho  following  proportion  to  Shanghai  silver,  Chnng  King, 
931.6;  Shanghai,  1,000. 

Therefore,  allowing  for  difference,  both  In  weight  and  touch,  par  values  wonld  be, 
Chnng  King  taels  952  equal  Shanghai  taels  1,000:  that  is,  1  Shanghai  tael  eqnals  Xi 
Chnng  Kiiig  tael  oents.  The  Shanghai  toel  being  2b.  lOfd.,  the  Chang  King  tael 
(YU-p%g)  wiU  be  3s. 0^.' 

Bnt,  in  fact,  exchange  between  Chnng  King  and  Shanghai  is  always  in  favor  of 
Chung  King.  While  the  river  is  in  flood  from  Jane  to  September,  1,000  taels  in 
Shanghai  can  often  bebonght  for  880  taels  in  CbnngKing.  In  winter,  when  communi- 
cation is  easier,  exchange  sometimes  Tises  from  920  to  940  taels,  but  never  to  par. 
This  heavy  premium  seems  to  be  caused  by  the  eiceee  in  value  of  exports  ovei 
imports  and  the  difficulty  of  sending  np  specie,  for  I  was  told  that  when  exchange  in 
Chnng  King  does  rise,  it  Is  dne  to  Oovemment  remittanoes  from  Szoohnan,  and  that 
the  premium  has  been  greatly  increased  by  the  hnge  export  of  Sieehnan  opiam  in 
recent  years.  This  premium,  say  6  per  cent  in  summer,  is  of  Goniae  a  great  aasist- 
ance  to  the  importers  of  foreign  goiMs,  and  several  merchants  told  me  that  It  mado 
their  whole  profit  on  Lancashire  cloth. 


Besidee  the  disconnt  for  caah,  custom  haa  establlahed  several  regular  trade  dia- 
oounta,  subject  to  which  every  bargain  Is  made. 

The  first  is  a  long-established  trade  deduction  of  93.2:100  (this  is  the  way  the 
Chinese  state  discounts) ;  that  is,  7}  per  cent.  This  is  said  to  be  an  old  custom  that 
haa  been  going  on  in  the  foreign  import  trade  foi  fifty  years,  and  to  he  derived  from 
early  days  in  Canton.  The  second  discount  is  99 :  100--that  is,  1  per  cent — said  to 
have  oome  into  vogue  shortly  after  Hankau  was  opened  to  trade  in  1861  to  cover 
email  blemishes  in  the  goods.  The  third,  94.2:100,  or  5J  per  orat,  is  a  disconnt 
allowed  in  consideration  of  payment  being  required  in  hsm  p'ias,  i.  e.,  the  beet 
■ifvAf  There  had  been  m^y  attempts  to  pay  ■"  tnfmwtnr  ativa*  anj  4-hia  .^j^maha^- 
>lished  to  make  payment  in  good  silver 
D  14.02  per  cent  on  the  contract  price. 

In  the  above  sections,  I  have  given  all  the  main  conditions  of  a  bargain  In  Chnng 
King  according  to  the  custom  of  the  foreign  piece-goods  trade.  My  object  ia  to  show 
onoeforall,  bo  far  as  this  report  is  concerned,  howneedleesly  intricate  uieserolea  are. 

COUPAJUSON   or   CHUMG-  KIMG   WITB  BHAHQiUl  PRICES. 

On  January  6, 1897  (twelfth  moon,  fourth  day),  the  market  price  in  Chnng  King  of 
apiece  of  Kung-p'ing  (Iveson  A.  Co.)  British  soldier  C.  C.  C.  "chop"  13  pounds  gray 
■hirtings  was  4.S  taels.  This  meant  that  on  the  fifth  day  of  fifth  moon  a  purchaaer 
had  to  pay  a  seller  4.3  taels  leas  14.03  per  cent,  as  above — that  is,  3.69  taels^bnt  tiiat 
he  could  pay  ready  money  if  be  chose  at  the  rate  of  1^  per  cent  diBconnt  per  montli. 
Five  months  make  6  per  cent.  The  ready  money  price,  therefore,  was  3.46  taela 
huo-p'ing,  equals  3.46  taels  Yfi-p'iog.  At  par,  this  equals  Shanghai  3.65  taela  (10s. 
6|d.).  The  price  of  this  "chop^'  in  Shanghai  in  October,  1896,  was  3.46  taela  (9a. 
ll}d.).  Ada  freight  and  insurance  Shanghai  to  Ichang,  3  tael  cents,  and  Ichang  to 
Chung  King,  10  tael  cents,  and  the  laying  down  price  in  Chung  King,  without  allow- 
ance for  iusurance  from  Ichang  or  interest  on  capital,  would  be  Shanghai  3.68  taela. 
So  that  the  Chung  King  merchant  has  to  look  to  his  profit  on  exchange,  referred  to 
above,  and  to  his  chance  of  high  intorest  on  payment  deferred  to  the  due  date  for 
hie  pnilit.  It  should  be  noted  that  trade  wae  bad  while  we  wen  In  Chnng  King, 
beoanae  of  the  floods  of  the  autumn  of  1896. 

COTTOX  YARK  AND  OTBKR  0O0I>a. 

Controcta  for  the  sale  in  Chung  King  of  cotton  yam  ate  suUeet  to  the  aama  terms, 
except  that  five  to  eeven  mouthr  are£t  ie  given,  and  that  l£e  discount  for  earlier 
payment  is  at  the  rate  of  1}  per  cent  per  month. 


I  Or  73.9  cents. 


r..,z.d.vCo(>t^lc 
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DTEB  AND  HI8CKU.AHBOC8   FORKIQM  OOODB. 

une,  ezoept  that  eight  montba*  credit  is  t 

^ -good  Moond-olaas  iUTeT--ftt  a  dlsconnt  oi 

chose  price,  l^  per  cent  discount  per  month  being  allowed. 


Exchange  banks — that  is,  banks  selling  drafts  on  distant  places — am  almost  all  in 
the  bands  of  men  of  the  ShauBl  ProTlnoe,  who  here,  as  everywhere  in  China,  excel  in 
This  bosiness.  They  have  worked  ont  amouf[  themselves  a  very  high  commercial 
morality  by  centniies  of  rigorous  domestic  duolpline.  If  an  employee  defranda  a 
Shansi  bank  ro  appeal  is  made  to  the  law  or  the  magistrate.  He  is  sent  home  to 
his  native  district,  tried  by  his  famllyelden,  and  treated  in  a  very  drastic  manner, 
sometlnies,  it  is  said,  bnrled  alive.  There  are  17  Shansl  banks  doing  basiness  In 
Chang  King,  and  20  large  cash  shops  or  local  banks  exohanging  cash  against  silver, 
and  vice  versa.  An  average  eiohange  bank  wonld  lend  abont  200,000  taels  here  to 
bnalnesa  houses  on  personal  seonrity,  on  which  they  would  pay  10  to  12  per  cent  per 
Annnm.  This  !■  seonrity  given  to  Uie  pnblic  that  the  bank  can  meet  its  diafta.  A 
piece-goods  merchant  witn  ample  reaonioes  told  me  be  wonld  have  to  give  7  to  12 
per  cent  per  anttnm  for  such  an  advance,  aocording  to  the  state  of  the  money  mar- 
set.  These  exchange  banks  do  not  care  to  receive  deposits  from  the  pablie,  aa  this 
wonld  damage  their  credit.  They  empl^  agents  who  are  alwaysabont  tbebnelneas 
qnarter  inqniring  into  the  proceedings  of  their  ciiBtomers,  so  ae  to  gauge  their  credit. 
When  they  want  money  they  sell  tbeir  bills  on  other  places.  They  are  often  ijitrosted 
with  money  by  ofBcials,  ■omettmee  Oovemment,  hut  asnally  private  funds,  and  on 
this  they  give,  more  or  less  as  a  favor,  5  to  6  per  cent  per  annnm.  They  do  not  lend 
money  on  land  or  hooses,  bnt  they  lend  to  local  banks  that  advance  It  in  trade  on 
personal  security.  There  are  no  bank  notes  in  oiroalation  at  Chung  King.  When 
the  merchants  In  the  foreign  Import  trade  get  in  their  debt,  aa  on  the  three  settling 
days,  they  hay  bank  drafts  on  Shanghai.  They  send  aroond  to  two  or  three  banks 
with  which  the  firm  in  question  does  huBiuess  and  inquire  their  rate.  No  exchange 
brokers  are  employed.  When  a  retail  shopkeeper  has  gathered  enough  cash  he  bays 
a  shoe  of  silver  (about  10  taels)  and  takes  It  at  once  to  the  merchant  to  reduce  Us 
indebtedness  and  save  interest.  Very  little  money  is  lying  idle  in  hnsincBS,  but 
there  la  some  hoarding  of  silver  among  the  country  squire  {Uang-fii)  and  farming 

The  most  onrions  feature  in  this  system  of  banking  ix  that  there  are  no  advances 
against  goods,  bat  only  on  personal  secnrity.    Tbe  only  instanoe  of  an  advance 

Xinstgoodsl  heard  of  in  Szecbuan  wasatCbiatiug  Fn,  wbere  an  owner  sometimes 
les  insect  wax  in  tbe  house  of  a  man  who  advani^es  against  it.  But  this  is  a 
clnmsy  transaction,  only  applicable  to  goods  of  fixed  quality  and  of  high  vaioc. 

There  are  exchange  banks  at  a  vety  few  of  the  larf^est  places  only;  in  Bzechuan, 
nowhere  except  at  Cbung  King,  Cbengtu,  an<t  Wan  Hhihu.  This  acconnte  for  the  long 
Joameys  men  make  with  goods.  Thus,  a  merchant  at  Fnng-oh'uan  Fn  told  me  he  was 
In  the  habit  of  taking  raw  silk  down  to  Chung  King  for  sale,  and  bringing  book 
Lancashire  cottons  bought  with  tbe  proceeds. 

Tbedivlsion  of  the  busineea  of  banking  between  exchange  banks  and  local  hanks 
(cash  shops)  ia  mncb  aa  follows:  The  former  sell  drafts  on  distant  places,  and  pay 
thoee  of  their  other  branches,  pnt  ont  silver  at  interest  on  personal  secnrity,  do 
some  financial  business  for  the  Government,  but  not  much,  to  meet  payments  due  to 
Pekin,  for  Instance,  but  for  short  periods,  and  take  deposits,  but  not  from  the  pnblic 
generally,  bnt  rather  as  a  favor.  The  local  banks  in  eonie  places  issue  paper  money, 
but  not  in  Chung  King,  borrow  money  from  the  exchange  banks  and  feud  it  to  the 
smaller  traders  and  shopkeepers,  and  change  cash  for  silver,  and  vice  versa.  The 
oaucellation  of  indebtedness,  one  of  the  great  functions  of  banking  in  Europe,  is 
not  undertaken  by  either  class  of  hanks.    There  are  no  corrent  acoonuts  and  no 

TAXanOH  AT  OHDNQ  KB1G. 

ForelKn  importa  oome  into  the  city  without  any  likin  p*Jtnent  at  present;  this  is 
dne  to  tne  firm  pied  ft  terre  we  have  within  the  walla,  where  Her  Huesty's  consular 
offloere  have  been  residing  ainae  18T7.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  conld 
the  Chinese  get  na  ont,  aa  they  are  very  anxious  to  do,  they  would  pnt  an  entry  liklu 
on  onr  goods.  On  export  npconntry  there  ia  a  arnaU  likin  on  everything,  e.  g.,  25 
cash  a  pieoe  on  gray  ehirtlnga,  say  1  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

ThenienlJk&of  1]  ----      ■ ■■  ■- ■ 

depnty  who  collects  thia  Uvea  at  tb«  offlee  of  the  imperii 

the  tariff  duty  la  paid,  and  merely  follows  their  lead,  so  that  this  1  per  cent  is  si 
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Eight  of  th*  other  prorinoes  ore  repreeeated  in  Chang  Ki^  h;  gnilds  or  oloba, 
each  olnb  oonaiatingof  Uienatlvei  of  a  particular  province,  llieir  coiniDitt««B  elect 
headmen,  who  rapreaetit  in  a  way  the  whole  body  of  tnerchanta  enKasod  in  the  iater- 
pro-vincial  trade  of  the  place,  and  who  are  ooQenlteU  bj  the  offlciale  before  aoy  new 
a  is  taken  affecting  thecommerco  of  4ie  port.    It  U  difficult  to  give  a  short  And 


clear  account  of  these  gnildB.    From  one  point  of  view,  they  are  aimptr  clnbaof  co- 

frovlnoialsfoTmntoalenpiiort;  but  then  tbe;  have  a  religious  aide,  the  guild  honece 
aving  a  main  shrioe  to  the  god  generally  worshipped  in  the  province  in  qneatlon, 
and  man^  smaller  shrines  to  gods  or  depai-ted  heroes  of  particular  plaoea. 

The  guild  houses  are  much  the  fiuext  buildings  in  this  country.  Here  the  Chineae 
ezpresa  their  idea  of  magnificence.  We  visited  the  guild  house  of  Hu-Kwang,  i.  e., 
Rnpeh  and  Hunan  provinces.  The  main  part  of  the  inclosure  consisted  of  a  onud, 
open  space  well  flagged  with  atone  between  a  temple  and  a  theatrical  etage.  The- 
alrloala  aud  religion  are  very  closely  allied  in  China.  Behind  the  temple  were  oom- 
mittee  rooms,  and  there  are  in  the  same  inclosure  the  temples  and  halla  pecnliarly 
belonging  to  certain  prefectures,  e.  g,,  Hnang-ohan  Fu,  the  great  cotton  district  oloae 
to  Haukaa,  in  the  precincts  of  which  the  Kung-so,  or  association  of  raw  cotton 
importers,  holds  its  meetings. 

The  Knng-eo  are  trade  associations  pure  and  simple,  of  men  in  any  partionlar 
trade  or  employment,  fbr  common  action  In  the  interests  of  their  trade.  These  aano- 
clations  are  sometimes  closely  connected  with  some  provincial  guild,  bnt  not  always, 
e.g.,  the  Foreign  Piece-goods  and  Yotu  Kung-eo,  which  meets  in  an  independent 

Every  trade  and  employment  is  regulated  by  SDch  an  association,  which  throngli 
elected  of^cers  attempts  to  prescribe  minlmnin  wages,  and  makes  trade  mlee  gener- 
ally, imposing  finee  for  the  breach  thereof,  the  sanction  being  ejectment  from  the 
Bssooiauon,  and  consequent  ruin.  In  this  direction,  the  Chinese  mercantile  elaas  haa 
worked  out  for  itself  a  creditable  organization,  a  representative  system  of  a  aort 
which,  carried  into  the  field  of  politics,  might  make  the  future  of  the  Chinese  people 
more  hopefnl.  In  Chung  King,  the  only  people  not  thus  affiliated  are  the  traokera 
and  the  water  carriers— the  residunm. 


In  oonsequence  chiefly  of  her  enormous  export  of  opium,  gEOchuan  conld  prob- 
ably in  years  of  good  harvest  pay  for  another  £500,000  worth  of  foreign  imports 
without  feeling  it  mnch,  provided  our  merchants  ottered  her  what  she  wanted  to 
buy.  Still,  here  as  everywhere  in  China,  to  find  exports  is  the  best  way  to  help  the 
import  trade.  The  Chinese  are  far  ftom  being  miserly.  They  wUl  spend  on  onr  goods 
all  they  can  afford;  but  they  have  no  more  gold  or  silver  to  spare  for  export,  and 
are  reduced  to  paying  in  exported  goods  for  every  peony  of  import,  and  more,  for 
they  have  now  to  provide  interest  and  sinking  fund  on  a  very  respeetable  debt 
And  the  Szeohuan  exports  might  be  greatly  developed. 

The  best  silk  in  the  province  comes  from  the  jen-8hon  district  (latitude  30°,  longi- 
tude 104°  20').  Little  or  none  of  this  goes  abroad,  but  to  Chingtn,  to  be  made  inta 
satin.  Chia-ting  Fu  prod nc4W  the  best  white  silk.  Little  or  none  is  exported.  Uien- 
obow  (latitude  31°  28',  longitude  1(M°  63)  and  llai-Ch'ang  (latitude  31°  2',  longitude 
106°  62')  supply  the  silk  sent  to  Shanghai  for  Europe. 

The  wild  silk  exported  from  Chung  King  cornea  from  Kaei-chou  or  from  the  Ch'i- 
obiang  district  (latitnde  2S°  56',  longitude  106°  49')  on  the  southern  border  of  the 
province.  liie  Induatry  is  said  to  have  been  introduced  hereby  a  former  magistxate 
who  happened  to  be  a  native  of  Honan,  where,  and  in  the  neighboring  province  of 
Shantung,  is  the  original  seat  of  the  wild  silk  industry.  Be  noticed  the  abundance 
of  the  species  of  oaik  on  which  the  wild  worm  feeds,  and  sent  home  for  eggs.  The 
worms  bred  in  the  Ch'i-chiang  region  become  so  deteriorated  in  three  generatloiu 
as  to  be  useless,  aud  the  stock  has  to  be  kept  up  by  importation  of  eggs  ttom 
Honan.  This  country  has  been  much  cleared  of  wood  in  recent  years,  and  the 
Ch'i-chiang  prodnction  is  probably  on  the  decrease,  but  the  export  from  Knei-oboa 
might  be  greatly  developed  if  there  is  a  market  for  this  silk  in  Enrope. 

INSECT  WAX,  BTC. 

Insect  vax  is  exported  now  to  eome  extent,  and  the  supply  from  Szeohman,  Kaei- 
ohou,  and  Yunnan  is  oapable  of  indeSnite  e:itension. 
Wool,  bristles,  hides,  itars,  and  feathers  can  be  had  in  any  quantity.   Their  valnia 
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uid  the  proAta  on  their  esjKtrt  might  be  n«atly  Inoreaaed  by  work*  in  Chung  King 
to  oleso  and  pack  them  by  machinery  and  by  cheap  labor. 

Obo.  F,  Smuhxibs,  CoruuL 
Ohdmg  Kihg,  August  15, 1898, 


FIRST  SUPPLEHENTABY  BEFOICT. 


The  number,  capacity,  and  movements  of  veasels  entered  and  cleared 
from  Ichaug  during  the  quarter  euded  Jaue  30,  1898,  aa  compared 
witli  the  same  period  of  last  year  (1897),  were: 
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I  have  given  above  a  statement  of  the  imiwrts  to  and  exports  from 
this  i»ort  for  the  quarter  ended  Jane  30, 1898,  as  tabulated  in  the  returns 
of  the  Imperial  Maritime  OuatDmB.  As  I  have  pointed  out  before, 
these  retarns  are  incomplete,  since  they  do  not  embrace  gooda  arriv- 
ing and  departing  from  here  in  boats  withont  customs  charter  certifi- 
cates, which  escape  all  notice  by  the  foreign  customs.  These  latter 
come  under  the  litin  ofBce  or  provincial  customs,  from  whom  it  is 
impossible  to  obtain  any  reliable  statistics.  Besides,  goods  arrive  here 
ander  irausit  pass  from  Haukan,  which  are  also  not  included.  A  large 
qnantity  of  kerosene  oil  comes  up  in  this  manner. 

The  question  as  to  how,  where,  and  throogh  what  chaanels  a  market 
may  be  opened  for  American  products  and  manufactures,  presents 
many  ditficnlties.  There  are  doubtless  many  products  of  our  country 
that  the  people  of  this  section  would  readily  purchase,  if  they  had  the 
money  to  do  so.  The  natural  resources  of  the  country,  it  must  be 
remembered,  are  almost  undeveloped.  Coal  is  mined  in  a  crude  fashion, 
but  of  tin  and  copper,  of  which  there  is  doubtless  an  abundant  supply, 
there  is  none  taken  out.  At  present,  the  condition  of  the  masses  is  not 
that  of  abject  poverty,  but  it  is  not  such  as  to  enable  them  to  provide 
themselves  to  a  great  extent  with  articles  of  American  mannfactnre. 

The  population  of  the  province,  which  is  in  area  about  the  size  of 
France,  is  estimated  at  70,000,000,  but  this  ia  mere  guesswork.  I  should 
be  inclined  to  place  it  at  between  40,(H>0,000  and  fiU,00O,0OO,  which  is 
likewise  a  gn  ess.  Notasinglernilroadhasbeen  built.  Therearemany 
obstaeles  to  trade,  andtliis,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  great  one.  Shanghai  has 
been  rightly  termed  the  TSew  York  of  the  East.  Until  proper  communi- 
cation is  established  with  the  coast,  and  foreign  merchants  find  it  profit- 
able to  )o<ate  themselves  in  this  city  for  trade  purposes,  I  do  not  look 
for  any  change  in  the  present  state  of  .ifiairs,  which  is  very  gloomy  so 
fiir  as  the  introduction  of  any  additional  quantity  of  our  products  and 
manufactures  is  concerned. 

The  plant  for  the  silver  and  copper  mint  at  Chengtu,  which  is  now  in 
operation,  was  obtained  in  America,  and  was  set  nj)  by  an  American 
who  came  out  especially  for  this  purpose.  There  may  tie  openings  for 
American  mining  machinery  should  the  province  enter  on  a  scheme  of 
extensive  mining  operations,  which  1  shall  not  I'ail  to  report. 

Geo,  F.  8mitheb»,  Consvl. 

CHUWa  Krao,  October  14, 1898. 


SECOND  SUPFLEME^'TABY  REPORT. 

I  Inclose  a  statement  of  the  imports  to  and  exports  from  this  port, 
as  given  in  the  returns  of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs,  as  well  as  the 
market  values  of  the  articles,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  for  the  quar- 
ter ended  September  30, 1898. 
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HOW  TO  PROMOTE  TRADE  IN  CHUTA. 

tbtTBOt  frtHn  ■  npon  on  Ihs  aUta  of  tnde  ■(  tbe  treat;  ports  ot  CbiSK,  by  Mr.  Bnnui.  ot  the  Brlt- 
lah  flaDiHilu  Hrrice  in  Chliiik  Tnuamitlad  hj  Conral  Smltliaii,  ot  Cbimg  King,  nsdeT  date  of 
Jumarf  M,  IBM] 

To  oak  wb»t  Bt«pe  oon  be  taken  to  promote  British  (and  American)  trade  In  China 
it  almost  the  rame  thing  u  asking  waat  steps  can  be  taken  to  ImproTe  the  condition 
of  the  people,  for  China's  capacity  for  buying  progresses  with  the  dovelopmcut  of 
her  materiiil  reHonrces,  ami  this  development  is  at  preseot  strugKliOR  against  every 
olwtaole  thnt  had  goTemuieut  can  pnt  in  the  way.  The  measures  which  we  can  of 
onr»elveH  tAke  to  eti'eot  an  improvement  are  confined  within  narrow  limitn,  and  I 
can  but  indicate  certain  directions  in  which  something  may  be  dons  with  the  pros- 
pect of  l>eneftcial  reunltB. 

The  abHiilute  poverty,  amounting  to  destltntiou,  of  the  hnik  of  the  Chinese  popu- 
lation reilucoa  to  lesa  imposing  flgnrea  tbe  numbere  of  those  whose  needs  it  is  tbe 
aspiration  of  foreign  manufacturers  to  supply,  and  the  improvement  of  the  condition 
ol  the  semistarving  millions  must  be  worked  ont  independently  of  any  efforts  of 

Bnt  without  venturing  beyond  legitimate  limits  there  still  remains  something  to 
be  done.  Wo  have  ohtarned  a  footing  in  China,  bat  we  move  forward  very  slowly; 
and  we  are  too  tolerant  of  the  "vis  inertia"  which  Chinese  offlcialdom  ever  opposes 
to  UB  when  we  try  to  advance  in  any  direction.  We  fail  to  perceive  that  the  per- 
versity of  the  Chinese  Government  in  continuing  in  ita  suicidal  methods  is  due  to 
the  atter  selfishness  and  corruption  of  tbe  ruling  classes.  We  too  readily  assume 
that  a  spirit  of  conservatism,  ignorance  of  the  first  principles  of  piilitioal  economy, 
and  a  policy  of  China  for  the  Cbii^eso  are  the  true  explanation  of  China's  arrested 
development;  and  we  console  ourselves  with  the  refiection  that  enlightenment  will 
bring  about  a  change.  We  devote  our  efforts  to  imparting  that  elementary  knowl- 
edge which  once  absorbed  and  assimilated  will,  we  hope,  work  a  change  intbeitiinds 
of  China's  rulers  and,  through  them,  of  China's  millions.  Meantime  all  progrees  is 
arrested,  and  in  our  tolerant  mood  we  allow  our  grievancee  to  go  nnredressed,  and 
we  fail  to  turn  to  account  the  opportnnities  placed  in  onr  way  by  the  commission  of 
Chinese  ofilcial  misdeeds. 

I  have  more  than  once  alluded  to  the  antagoniBm  existing  between  tbe  provinces 
and  the  Central  Government  in  matters  of  revenue.  In  acceptiug  the  ohliffations 
pnt  npon  it  by  the  treaty,  the  Chinese  Oovernment  undertook,  if  not  more  iban  it 
oould  perform,  certainly  more  than  it  is  disposed  to  carry  ont.  Disputes  arising  ont 
of  oommeroial  questions  necessarily  have  their  origin  in  the  provinces,  and  the 
attempt  to  settle  them  bos  in  tbe  first  instance  to  be  made  there.  The  willingness 
of  the  provincial  government  to  make  redress  for  any  injury  done  to  British  interests 
in  the  province  is  dependent  on  the  local  oEBcial's  appreciation  of  the  gravity  of  the 
situation.  If  in  declining  to  make  any  restitution  he  sees  nothing  worse  ahead  of 
him  than  a  reference  to  tbe  higher  authorities  at  Fekiu,  his  mind  is  at  ease,  for 
Pekin  will  always  take  tbe  si()e  of  the  province,  and  will  l>e  most  relnotant  to  dis- 
avow any  action  there  taken.  Even  if  unusual  pressure  is  put  on  the  Central  Gov- 
ernment, and  it  can  be  brought  to  admit  that  the  claim  is  just,  matters  are  not 
necessarily  mnch  a<lvanced,  tor  the  Chinese  Government's  orders  are  not  always 
carried  ont  in  tbe  provinces,  even  when  earnestly  meant,  and  muoh  the  less  so  when 
it  is  nnderetood  that  they  have  been  reluctantly  given. 

The  British  minister's  most  urgent  expoetu  lot  ions  may,  indeed,  resnlt  in  orders 
from  Pekin  being  sent  to  a  provincial  governor.  These  are  passed  on  to  the  authority 
at  the  port,  but  hy  the  time  they  bave  reached  their  destination  the  momentum  of 
the  preesnre  is  lost,  with  the  result  that  the  orders  are  obeyed  in  a  purely  formal 
way,  with  BS  had  grace  as  possible ;  hut,  meanwhile,  the  time  for  repairiug  the  mis- 
chief ha«  probably  gone  hy,  and  the  net  resnlt  is  that  we  are  virtually  defeated. 

To  give  one  specifia  case  ont  of  many  such :  A  British  merchant  at  a  treaty  port 
appoints  a  Chinese  agent  to  sell  coal  fur  him.  gome  local  revenue  ofBcer  directs  the 
Chinese  agent  to  add  5  per  cent  to  tbe  price  andto  pay  the  money  to  his  department. 
The  Chinaman,  nndei  instmotions  from  hia  employers,  refuses,  and  he  ie  seized  and 
imprisoned.  The  neual  reference  to  Pekin  is  made,  and  orders  in  due  time  arrive, 
bnt  meantime  the  business  has  been  injured  and  all  Chinese  concerned  intimidated. 
The  net  resnlt  is  that  the  purchasers  are  still  surcharged  the  5  per  cent,  and  that 
the  Chinese  agent  holds  his  tongue  in  future. 

When  the  minist^  of  a  foreign  power  In  Pekin  ha«  to  make  representations  to 
the  Chinese  Government,  he  addresses  himself  to  the  Tstingli  Yam^u,  or  board  of 
foreign  affairs.  This  boani  has  no  direct  authority  over  provincial  governors;  it 
ean  bnt  address  a  communication  suggesting  or  recommending  that  snch  and  anch  a 
GODIM  be  followed;  bnt  it  has  happened  w  me  more  than  once,  when  pressing  a 
piovlitdal  vloeioy  to  carry  out  the  Inatraotions  whloh  tbe  Biitldi  minister  had  been 
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lU<f4  COUUBRCUL  relahokb. 

Mmii«d  by  tbe  board  of  forelttn  affoirH  had  been  sent,  that  the  Vleoroy  boa  replied 
that  be  wu  reeponsible  for  tbe  goTemmeDt  of  the  proviaoe,  and  that  tfie  bokid 
oonld  not  give  him  instniotionB. 

In  important  matten,  ench  as  the  promalgatioa  of  a  new  regulation,  or  Om 
removal  of  a  calpnble  official,  the  board  of  ibrelgn  aSUra  wonld  apply  for  an 

• 1-1  3 _i..^«. ij   ■ 'mmodiate  oompllanoe;  but  for  everyday 

provincial  govetnors  take  tbe  form  frhich 
3  maana  in  the  nature  of  an  imperative 

loc- 
If 

China's  need  of  money  is  wisely  ntiliiiecl  by  foreign  powers  slie  may  l>e  driven  to 
baeband  herresooroea  and  to  adopt  meaanres  foTstUiAirtber  adding  to  the  national 

From  thla  time  forward  China  will  have  to  meet  an  extra  call  of  somethinK  lUie 
15,000,000  taela  a  year  to  pay  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  of  her  recent  loans. 
This,  to  a  Slate  whose  national  bndeet  is  eatimated  at  aliont  100,000,000  taels  Is  a 
serions  matter,  and  f  mperatively  oalJa  foe  a  re  con  a  [deration  of  her  financial  position. 
China's  first  thongbt  is  natntailv  of  tbe  foreign  maritime  cnatoma  aa  tbe  only  por- 
tion of  machin»ry  in  her  oomplei  political  ayetem  that  ia  in  good  working  order 
and  can  be  trusted  to  increaae  tbe  produotion  at  a  moment'a  notice.  To  doable  tbe 
foreign  customs  tariff  is  to  nearly  double  the  customs  revenue;  to  douliiethe  native 
onstoms  duties  or  the  liliin  tariff  would  probably  mean  no  iuorease  at  ail  in  tbe 
omounta  remitted  to  the  treaanry.  The  foreign  maritime  cuBtoms  is  tbe  willing 
horse  that  must  be  worlted  to  death.  If  tbe  liliin  collection  ami  not  the  maritime 
customs  bad  be>eu  intrusted  to  foreigners  it  would  have  been  to  the  former  th.at  the 
Cblneae  Qovernment  would  have  looked  for  aid  iu  tbe  time  of  need. 

If  China  can  now  obtain  the  nnoonditioual  consent  of  foreign  powers  to  increaae 
tbe  tariff  tbe  Government  will  he  relieved  of  its  embarraasment  without  on  ^ort, 
and  no  attempt  will  be  made  to  introduce  any  sort  of  order  or  honesty  in  the  pro- 
vincial financial  syatem.  It  is  only  nnder  tbe  streaa  of  neceeaity  that  tha  central 
government  can  l>e  expected  to  nerve  Itaelf  to  tackle  such  an  unoongenii^  (asfa. 

China  comea  to  the  foreign  powers  with  tbe  proposal  that  the  treaty  tariff  slioold 
be  doubled.  Taking  the  revenue  of  ISKi  aa  a  basis  the  duties  on  foreign  import*, 
exclnaive  of  opium,  amounted  to  3,781,000  taela.  Asauming  that  tbe  inoreaaed  dudea 
would  not  restrict  the  trade,  China  can,  at  moat,  count  on  getting  4,000,000  toels 
additional.  If  tbe  export  dutlee  are  to  l>e  increased  it  can  not  lail  to  affect  tbe 
trade,  and  a  doubled  revcDne  can  not  be  expected.  In  189G,  tbe  duties  on  erportato 
foreign  countries  amounted  to  5,MO,O00  taels.  To  asaume  that  an  increase  in  tbe 
export  duties  would  add  3,000,000  toela  to  tbe  revenue  is  perhaps  too  soneoine. 

At  most,  tbeu,  China  might  get  7,000,000  tools  more  than  at  present.  Probably  in 
not  more  than  three  or  fonrof  uer  beat  provinces,  tbemouey  now  collected  under  the 
name  of  likin,  and  embezzled  by  offlceholders,  amounts  to  this  sum. 

It  is  for  foreign  powers  to  name  tbe  terms  on  wbloh  tbey  are  willing  to  grant 
China's  request.  From  these  powers,  who  only  desire  to  look  upoD  China  as  a  country 
possessing  enormous  latent  wealth  awaiting  development  for  tne  benefit  of  muikind, 
the  terms  wiiioh  eelf-intereat  anggest  are  also  those  that  will  prove  a  eonioe  of  profit 
to  Chioa  herself. 

If  the  Chinese  Qovernment  is  sincere  and  ia  not  merely  striving  to  obt^n  wbot^ 
with  ito  confneed  ideas  of  economic  qaestions,  may  well  appear  to  it  to  be  »  elMap 
advantage  over  foreign  nations,  we  may  fairly  require  It  to  give  evidence  of  good 
&ltb  by  showing  itself  williuK  to  entertain  proposals  des^pied  to  attain  tlie  ends  it 
profeaaes  to  have  in  view ;  and  if,  after  we  nave  Indicated  a  course  which  will  not 
only  enrich  tbe  State  but  bring  prosperity  to  the  people,  the  Chinese  Oovemment 
still  persists  in  preferring  measures  which  must  be  iqjurious  to  the  nation  at  target 
we  may  well  refuse  to  be  a  patty  to  tbe  suicidal  act  and  withhold  onr  consent  to 
any  modification  of  the  treaty. 

To  what  extent  the  domestic  trade  is  strangled  we  can  onlv  aurmiae.  Foreign 
merchants  are  not  interested  in  interprovinclol  commerce,  ana  wb  have  therefore 
but  little  information  on  the  sulijeot.  Along  tbe  coast  domestic  trade  has  som* 
chance  of  snlMlsting,  for  fortunately  likln  stations  oao  not  be  eetabliahed  in  mid- 
ocean,  and  seagoing  craft  can  only  be  taxed  at  tbe  start  and  finish ;  but  when  com- 
merce has  to  follow  inland  routes  it  is  soon  taxed  out  of  exiateuce.  It  would  be  an 
interesting  experiment  for  someone  to  start  in  any  direction  with  a  quantity  of 
merchandise,  selling,  an  it  became  necessary,  a  portion  to  pay  the  taxes  Uuposed  en 
route.    Like  water  poured  on  sandy  soil,  it  would  all  be  absorbed  before  koIuk  far. 

To  what  extent  purely  domestic  trade  ia  taxed  may  be  inferred  from  the  follow- 
ing: Under  the  tranait  pass  rulea,  foreigners,  but  foreigners  only,  may  buy  jwo- 
dnoe  in  the  interior  for  expinrtaHon  to  a  loielgn  ooontry,  and  pay  one  ttonait  wit; 
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In  oommntetimi  of  oil  Inland  taxM.  This  tiknait  duty  la  2}  p«i  cent  ad  valoram. 
Ab  ths  inland  taxes  are  maob  heavier  tbaa  thin,  Chlneae  trftdera,  in  coLliuioTi  with 
foralgnen,  hit  upon  tbo  idea  of  eacaping  the  crnihing  inland  taxation  by  bringing 
prodaoe  &om  the  interior  to  a  port  ouder  a  transit  pasH,  aa  if  it  were  Intended  foi 
exportation;  having  reached  the  port,  thepiodace,  which  h»d  only  paid  2^  percent, 
would  baBOldloo^y  and  not  be  exported  at  all.  Or  again,  foreigners  wonld  obtain 
transit paaseB,  bringdown  produce  Irom  the  Interior  to  the  treaty  port,  and  there 


p  it  to  another  treatv  port  for  sale  there.    Thii  was  nalng  transit  psasnn  for  a  pnr- 
valne  of  the  goods.    If,  in  conrse  of  time,  the  merofaa'ndiae  is  duly  exported  to  a 


poae  whioh  the  treaty  did  not  contemplate. 

m_  _!.__. 1  -lalpjactloes,  the  preoantlt 

o  deposit  a  certain  snm  at  the  time  that  he  applies  . 
The  amount  is  equal  to  six  tim^s  the  transit  duty — that  Is,  15  per  cent  of  the 


To  check  such  malpractices,  the  preoantlon  la  now  taken  at  Chlnkiaug  of  requir- 
ing the  merchant  to  deposit  a  certain  sum  at  the  time  that  he  applies  for  his  transit 


foreign  country,  one  transit  duty  Is  retained  and  the  balance  Is  returned  to  the  mer- 
ehant.  If  the  produce  Is  sold  locally,  or  is  sent  to  another  port,  then  the  whole 
amount  is  retained.  This  mode  of  bringing  produce  from  the  interior  to  the  port  is 
now  considered  legitimate,  and  foreign  merchants  are  relieved  of  the  stigma  of 
applying  for  transit  pasaea  on  false  pretenses.  A  considerable  amount  of  tMde  in 
native  prodaoe  is  done  in  this  way,  and  the  i^t  that  tbeae  psendo  transit  passes  are 
in  demand  proves  that  the  inland  taxes  from  the  interior  to  Chtukiang  must  mount 
np  to  more  than  15  per  cent. 

This  gives  some  idea  of  the  burden  of  taxation  which  domestic  trade  has  to  bear. 
The  result  must  be  that  the  surplus  of  oue  district  oan  not  etand  transportation  to 
a  distant  market,  and  produotfou  is  thus  discouraged.  Districts  within  certain 
limits  mnet  In  a  great  measnre  be  aelf-eupporting,  each  producing  sufficient  for  its 
waata  and  no  more.    The  channels  througn  which  remote  districts  can  moat  freely 


offering  to  her  on  arrsngemant  something  like  the  following:  China's  revenue  trom 
foreign  trade  is  known  exactly,  sod  the  revenue  ttoia  Itkln  and  other  forms  of 
inland  taxation  may  be  rongbly  estimated.  Foreign  powers  will  consent  to  donble 
the  import  tariff  and  revise  tlM  export  datlea  on  condition  that  the  nnmbiir,  position, 
and  tariff  of  the  llkin  stations  shall  be  a  matter  of  intematicnal  arranj^ement,  and 
that  the  present  Itkin  collectorate  shall  be  replaced  by  a  foreign  administration  on 
the  model  of  the  foreign  mmitime  onstoms;  tbat  the  llkin  taxes  shall  be  paid  to  an 
agent  of  the  provineiargavemment,  as  the  maritime  duties  are  now  paid  to  a  Chinese 
agent  of  the  Imperial  Oovemment,  the  function  of  the  foreign  staff  being,  as  in  the 
imperial  maritime  ouatoms,  confined  to  examining  merchandise,  checking  the  dutiea, 
and  protecting  the  revenue.  As  a  basis  serving  for  future  adjustment,  the  n 
from  import  duties  would  be  taken  at  double  the  present  collection,  and  the  n. 
ttom  likin,  at  whatever  estimate,  eontd  be  arrived  at.  In  the  future,  as  trade  ri 
and  the  revenne  Improved,  a  gradual  rsdnotion  in  the  Import  tariff  and  the  likin 
tariff  wonld  be  made  until  that  tariff  was  arrived  at  tbat  yielded  the  largest  amount 
of  tevenne,  when  it  vonld  remain  tixed. 

As  long  88  provincial  goTsmments  ret^n  the  power  of  opening  new  tax  stations 
'- 1  plaoLng  tbem  In  the  hands  of  oorrnpt  offloials  our  eoods  will  never  be  safe. 


believing  that  it  bos  the  will  or  the  power  to  abide  by  its  new  engagements  more 
faithfully  than  by  the  old.  Any  talk  abont  refunding  illegal  imports  is  vain; 
before  restitution  can  be  demanded  there  mnet  be  proof,  and  proof  will  never  be 
forthcoming,  for  no  Chinese  will  venture  to  bear  witness  aeainst  his  own  officials. 

It  is  the  uncertainty  as  well  aa  the  harden  of  taxation  that  acts  in  reetrlction  of 
trade.  Chinese  merohante  oomplaln  that  they  are  onable  to  base  any  estimate  on 
the  pnbllshed  tarifie  of  the  lllcin  stations,  for  these  are  enforced  la  a  verv  loose 
way.  Two  merohants  in  the  same  line  of  bnslnsss  may  fare  very  differently,  and 
the  leM  favored  may  find  that  his  venture  resnits  In  a  loss. 

There  is  one  step  which  Her  Ht^es^s  QoTemment  can  take  In  furtheranoe  of 
trade.  There  appears  to  be  wanting  a  link  betweeu  the  consular  service  and  onr 
mnohanta  and  mannfootnrers,  which  coold  be  snpplied  by  the  appointment  In  China 
of  an  offloer  who  ooold  devote  his  soU  attention  to  the  devslopment  of  trade. 
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PROVINCE  OF  YTHTN AN. 


OoQsal  Smittiera  sends  trom  Ohang  King,  Oct.  18,  1898,  extracts 
from  a  report  on  the  province  of  Ya  nuan,  by  Mr.  Bonme,  of  tjie  Britash 
consnlar  service  in  China,  as  follows: 

Iiiiportfl  into  Ynnnan  paj  likin  as  follows: 


Artiole. 

Amount 

oriiku. 

FenwDt- 

'.a 

•1 

IB 

'^^Mf^r 

B  amall,  and  It  may  well  be 
there  is  much  powibility  of 
inoieoHe'niider  present  conditions,  but  60,000  to  70,000  bales  (say,  4,700,000  pounds) 
of  native  cotton  cloth  pasa  this  barrier  per  annum,  And  tlie  whole  import  Into  north 
Yunnan  from  8ni  Fu  and  Ln  Chow  may  b«  twtimatod  at  H0,000  bales  (say,  3,200,000 
piacns). 

The  chief  export  ia  Tnnnaa  oplnm,  on  which  the  likin  is  72  tael  cents  par  100 
Chiueeo  onuces  (133  ounces  avoirdupois).  Tunnau  opinm  goes  north  by  this  road 
to  the  extent  of  10,000  boNes,  or  10,000,000  Chinese  ounces  per  annnm. 

The  likin  tariff  is  here  more  strictly  enforctid  than  is  naual,  l)ut  stfll  merc&ants  in 
a  large  way  )(et  off  more  cheaply  than  small  traileTs;_  thus  ilurin);  the  first  and  ■«£• 
ond  months  in  the  year,  a  dlsconnt  of  18  pec  cent  is  a11ow»l,  and  rioh  merchanta 
then  push  through  Uieir  goods.  The  likin  officials  here,  as  everywhere,  are  extor- 
tiouiite  and  unreasonable  with  the  small  distributer,  demanding  payment  in  cash  or 
silver,  as  tbey  choose,  at  exorbitant  ratt's  of  eychangc,  When  we  pnased,  Ibey  were 
demanding  cash  at  the  rate  of  1,600,  while  they  only  pidont  1,350  per  tael.  In  we 
respect,  the  likin  eoUectorate  In  the  Yunnan  and  Kuei  Chon  proTincea  oompan  very 
favorably  with  that  of  any  part  of  China.  One  payment  frees  goods  of  likin  throogh- 
out  the  province.  The  Laowa  fan  station  is  nssoBaed  at  140,000  laels  per  annum, 
but  it  only  collects  at  pTMent  some  60,000  taels,  or  rather  that  Is  all  that  reaches 
the  provincial  ei chequer. 

From  the  outside,  as  one  ascends  the  river  gorge  between  high  mountains,  Lao  wa 
fan  appears  an  ideal  mountain  village ;  the  shadow  of  the  doup  gorge,  the  roaring 
torrent,  the  light  chain  flying  bridge  imbue  the  plate  with  a  glamour  of  the  pictur- 
esque; but  from  the  insiife,  Lao  wa  fan  is  as  bad  a  botbed  of  filth  and  slovenly  con- 
fusion as  can  well  be  Imagined,  So  far,  gomls  to  and  trom  Bui  Fu  are  conveyed  by 
pei-txii,  i.  e.,  porters,  who  carry  their  loads  on  the  back  upon  a  framework  strappfl 
behind  tbe  shoulders.  They  are  wretched- looking  objects,  carrying  each  150  to  200 
pounds  10  to  15  miles  a  day,  picking  their  way,  step  by  step,  along  thesa  awfnl  monn- 
tain  mads  with  a  miserably  d^ected  look.  The  emel  weight  seeas  to  oppress  Uisir 
breathing.  At  Lao  waf  an,  tba  goods  brought  by  pei-tzD  are  repacked  and  sent  on  by 
caravans  of  mules  and  ponies. 

The  road  betwemSuiFu  and  Lao  wa  fan  is  in  many  places  inconceivably  bad,  as  if 
cart  loads  of  limestone  blocks  bad  b««n  emptied  thereon,  but  it  haa  no  v«ry  violent 
gradients,  following  the  river  valleys  for  the  most  part.  Here  we  paMed  pei-tift  in 
great  numbers,  carrying  native  cotton  cloth,  foreign  rottons,  tobacco,  salt.Mtd  drags 
iDto  Yunnan,  and  bringing  out  opium,  tin,  copper,  tea,  and  dmgs.  Before  Lao  wa 
fan  Is  reached,  the  red  sandstone  of  Szechnan  has  entiialy  disMppoarad  ud  been 
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Lko  wti  X'ma  paaud,  the  aaoent  of  the  Yaimui  plAtean  begioB ;  the  road,  once  m 
eood  biK^iiTBy  paved  with  Btone,  is  now  often  for  hondredB  of  yards  together  no 
better  taan  Uie  bowlder  bed  of  a  momitam  torrent.  However,  thu  is  the  one  fcreat 
oomineicial  route  between  northern  Yunnan  on  the  one  hand,  and  Bzeohaan  and  the 
eaatern  provinces  on  the  other.  And  there  is  a  laroe  transit  trade;  we  paea  many 
hondredB  of  »n !""'■]''  every  day  in  big  oaravana,  ohietly  of  country-bred  jiouiBB. 

On  the  plateaa,  the  country  looks  bkre  and  dry,  like  North  China,  and  there  is  no 
winter  crop,  as  in  Szeohnan. 

The  preteotnre  of  Chao  fang  is  ..   , 

country  ia  7,000  feet  above  sea  level,  and  dreadfully  swept  by  the  wind.    Sua  and 


irop,  I    _     . 

The  preieotnre  of  Chao  fang  is  miswably  poor.  The  soil  is  a  dry  loam.  The 
country  ia  7,000  feet  above  sea  level,  and  dreadfully  swept  by  the  wind.  Sua  i  ' 
wind  prevail  froin  November  to  Jnne,  and  Jnly  to  October  there  is  too  much  n 
The  district  lies  midway  between  the  two  eouroes  of  ootton  supply,  Hankaii  aud 
Burma,  bo  that  ootton  ia  dear  and  the  people  ill-clad,  many  chliaren  being  quite 
naked  (March)  when  we  were  wearing  EnsliBb  winter  olothea. 

There  is  practloally  no  market  here  for  Lancashire  cottona,  the  people  being  too 
poor  to  afford  them. 

I'ling-ob'nan  Fn  is  on  the  border  of  the  didtriot  supplied  with  forewnimportafrom 
the  Yangtze  on  the  north,  and  fromthe  Ton  King  and  West  River  ronMa  on  the  oontb, 
goods  coining  from  both  direotiona.  The  local  dealers  supply  themaelves  with  for- 
eign goods  by  bnying  firom  itinerant  merchants. 

Copper  is  still  mined  on  a  oonaiderable  aoale  at  four  placea  witbin  BO  mllee  of 
Tnng-ch'nan.  No  tin  has  been  fonnd  in  the  prefeotore,  but  there  la  lead,  zinc,  and 
silver,  beBldee  cool  and  iron.  Qold  is  fonnd  at  Hni-U  Chan,  bat  none  bere.  Mining 
in  thi»  prefeotore,  partionlarl^  of  copper,  was  onee  a  great  sonrce  of  profit  to  the 
Oovemment,  bnt,  like  everything  «l*e  tn  China,  it  baa  fulen  Into  decay. 

The  imperial  commissioner  for  mines  in  TnnnMt  la  aaid  to  be  a  partienlarly  boueat 
offiolal.bntheia  very  badly  eerved  by  hlaanboidlnatea,  who  do  not  spend  the  money 
he  Bendi  for  development  upon  the  mines,  which  are  aaid  to  be  going  from  bad  to 
worse.  Some  years  ago,  be  employed  Japaneae  mining  engineers,  bnt  they  failed  to 
improve  mattera  and  were  sent  back.  Tltey  told  na  that  we  imperial  commiasioner 
ia  aboat  1,OOU,000  taele  to  the  bad  in  bis  acoonnt  with  the  Pekio  Oovemment.  To 
do  better  they  want  honest  men  and  money,  but  neither  are  forthcoming.  The  Chi- 
neae  fail  here  for  the  reaaon  I  have  before  pointed  out — incapacity  to  cooperate  in 
large  ent^prises,  and  this  again  depends  on  radical  uioral  defioienciea  that  oan  by 
no  moans  be  made  good  in  »  day.  The  price  of  copper  in  Tnng-ch'uan  waa  13.0 
taelB  per  pioul  (aay,  £SS  per  tcm). 

Froight  by  pack  animal  from  Chao-f  ung  Fn  to  Tnng-eh'nan  Pn,  107  miles,  on 
two  bales  of  Shaal  cotton  oloth,  weighing  110  catties,  is  half  a  tael,  aay  2}  d.  per 
ton  per  mile.  Copper  from  Tnng-ch'uan  pays  18  tael  cents  per  etage  of  30  miles  per 
pony-load  of  150  oattiea  (200  ponuds  arolranpois),  aay  2.4  d.  per  ton  per  mile.  On 
a  well-ordered  oaravan  route  liVe  that  between  MSng-tzil  and  YunDan,  the  rate  tenda 
to  be  lees,  but  for  the  whole  of  the  provlnoe,  3}  d.  per  ton  per  mile  may  be  taken  as 

The  wallaof  the  oity  of  Yunnan  Fu  are  not  more  than  3  miles  in  circnit;  the  place 
haa,  including  tlw  snbuibs,  a  population  of  about  100,000.  The  plain  in  wbiciL  the 
city  stands  measures  about  55  miles  north  and  south  by  15  miles  east  and  west,  the 

._i .__.i ^ 'oftbisarea.    The  lake  hae  an  ontlet  to  the  Yangtze 

:e  enough  to  oarry  off  the  rainsof  Jnly  and  Angust, 
es  far  to  the  east  of  the  city.  • 

There  ia  regular  boat  trafBo  by  night  upon  the  lake,  bat  none  br  day,  beoause  of 
the  violence  of  squalls.  About  a  mile  from  its  north  end  the  lake  haa  a  natural 
breakwater  rnnuiug  almost  from  side  to  side.  The  water  in  the  space  Incloaed  is 
shallow  and  very  clear. 

For  man  the  olimate  is  delightful — never  vwy  hot  or  cold — but  not  fbr  vegetation. 
The  snn  shine*  almost  witfaont  a  break  from  November  to  Jnne,  while  Trma  Jnly  to 
Octol>er  the  oonntry  ia  delngad  with  lain. 

No  ootton  is  grown  in  the  provinoe,  which  has  to  import  its  whole  snpply,  and  a 
large  trade  this  most  be,  for  little  else  is  worn.  North  Yunnan  ia  Hnpptieil  with  raw 
cotton  f^om  the  Lower  Yangtze  viu  Sui  Fii,  weet  and  central  Yunnan  from  Burma, 
and  the  Bonthwest  of  the  province  from  the  Shan  States.  I  heard  on  good  authority 
that  before  the  rebellion  (18S6-T3),a00  00O  bales  of  Burmese  raw  cotton  had  been 
Import   I  into  Yunnan  Fn  annnally.    The  import  now  is  about  10,000  bales. 

The  day  will  no  doubt  come  when  we  shall  spin  ooanie  yams  in  Burma  from  Shan 
States  cotton  and  export  it  for  nseiipoii  the  plateau,  where  popnlation  might  tnoreaso 
very  rapidly  if  capital  wero  introaneed,  the  minca  worked,  and  immigration  from 
Szechuan  encouraged. 

Foreign  yam  comes  for  the  most  part  from  Kongkong  Tia  Ton  King  and  Mfing-tzn 
under  transit  pass  from  the  latter  place,  thiut  escaping  ul  likin  and  fii-shni,  altbon^ 
aome  oomea  from  Bnrmft  by  the  Ta-li  Fn  route. 


latceoeonpjlng  the  neater  part  of  this  arei 
by  Ngan-ning  Chan,  bnt  not  large  enough  ) 
when  the  plain  Is  flooded  for  miles  far  to  tl 
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that  WA^.  One  balo  of  yam  le  epUt  into  i  balea  uid  40  osttlM  over,  in  HongfcoDf, 
eaob  Bmaller  bale  oonUming  9  bnudlea,  or  90  pounds.  A  pony  will  oany  two  muk 
bales.    Local  weaving  from  thla  imporMd  jam  is  greatly  on  the  luoreasB.     In  Yiu- 


nan  Fn  itself  there  ia  aboat  an  eqnal  consumption  of  Hhael  cloth  and  of  the  olotb 
woveD  locally  from  foreign  yarn.  We  notioed  a  placard  issued  by  a  benevolent  in«ti- 
tation  (T'i-J£nT'ang)ex&ortiug  women  and  girls  toleam  the  art  of  weaving  foreign 
jarn,  qnotiDgConfaoianscriptarefteelytoproveit  was  their  dnty;  moreover  show- 
IDK  bj[  orithmetio  that  it  was  profitable,  and  Anally  oSering  to  teatdi  gratis  all  women 
and  gills  who  wonld  learn.  The  society  had  engaged  women  instmotors  and  snit- 
abie  accommodation  in  six  diO'erent  parts  of  the  oity,  where  all  who  wished  oonlii 
learn.  Tliia  is  being  done  by  the  leadinK  men  of  the  plaoe,  and  ia  perfectly  bona 
fide.  The  same  movement  is  going  oa  all  over  Chtoa  and  will  eontinae  until  the 
Chinese  ore  rich  enough  to  bov  better  oloth,  or  until  the  weaving  of  strong  coane 


loosely-knit  cloth  oan  be  done  cneaply  by  maohioery.  Tbe  profits  of  weaving  a 
locally,  and  tbe  imports  of  foreign  yam  no  donbt  make  larger  profits,  the  trade 
Dew,  than  thoee  or  Shasi  cloth,  an  old  eetablished  trade,  in  which  oompetib 

sitfes  of  eqnal  sii«  in  Swcl 
The  cloth  they  do  buy 


old  eetablished  trade,  in  which  competition  is 

trade  is  a  small  one,  aomparlog  this  place  with  oitfee  of  eqnal  sii«  in  Swchnan, 
"  """  ""^'  "  lU-to-do  people  is  Jesfl.  The  cloth  they  do  buy  was 
inferior  quality  to  that  sold  in 
Bciiuan,  althongh  the  ulimiLte  here  must  be  colder.  There  ia  do  sale  for  a  cloth  like 
CalverfB  C  C  C.  The  inerchftntB  here  reoogriaed  the  merits  of  auoh  cloth,  bat  aaid 
the  people  could  not  afford  it—they  would  bay  it  if  they  oould.  Qenerally,  the 
better  descriptioiiB  of  goods— fignred  lastings,  hlaok  italians,  and  the  better  olaas  of 
prints — were  scarcely  seen  at  ail.  As  I  said  in  a  former  report,  next  to  the  people 
themselves,  no  one  wonld  benefit  so  mncb  from  the  development  of  the  richos  of 
this  oonntry  as  English  manufacturers  and  operatives.  Still,  the  market  at  Yun- 
nan Fn  in  well  supplied  with  I.anoashire  cottons;  all  the  people  can  pay  for  they 
getreadOy  enongh. 

There  are  great  possibilities  of  expansion  of  trado  in  western  and  aoathwestem 
Yannan.  but  eMtera  Yunnan,  where  we  have  been  traveling  for  the  last  six  weeks, 
is  a  poor  country,  consisting  for  the  most  part  of  dry  wind-swept  downs,  on  which 
nothing  is  grown,  except,  perhaps,  one  crop  of  Indian  com  a  year.  The  irrigated 
valleys  andlake  basins  alone  are  fertile  and  capable  of  high  cnltlvation,  and  they 
occupy  a  relatively  small  area.  Tbie  applies  to  the  whole  province.  Population  is 
very  sparse  and  might  be  easily  increased  five  and,  perhajiH,  tan  fold  by  inunigra- 
tlon  from  Szechnan,  which  isoverorowded.  Nearly  all  the  towns  and  villages  are  In 
ruins.  The  native  Yon nane«e  are,  goucrally  speaking,  too  much  addicted  to  opium, 
lazy,  and  apathetic.  They  raise  easily  in  theirvallcyHSufflciantriceln  snnuner,  and 
in  winter  tney  grow  opium,  with  which  they  poy  for  oottons  to  wear.  At  preaenl, 
the  part  of  the  province  east  and  northeast  of  Yunnan  Fnoan  scarcely  afford  to  bny 
any  of  our  goo&,  excepting  ootton  yam.  Poor  aathcy  are,  they  must  have  clothes, 
and  ta  bny  coarse  imported  yam  and  weave  it  at  home  they  find  the  cheapest  vraj  of 
providing  a  covering  from  the  wind.  Tbey  prefer  Shasi  uankeeu.  They  greatly  pre- 
fer Lancashire  cloth,  but  they  oan  afford  neither.  The  only  hope  for  our  oottons  in 
eastern  Yunnan  lies  in  the  mining  and  in  the  better  means  of  commanication  that 
mining  would  bring  aliout. 

Likin  Is  not  so  oppressive  aa  In  Kwuig-Tnng  and  Kwang-Si,  beoanae  one  payment 
frees  goods  over  the  whole  province;  (tut  ra-shni,  or  prefeotoral  duty,  tak«s  its 
place,  and  is  ar  great  incubus  on  trade. 

There  ia  no  water  carriage  worth  mentioning  within  the  borders  of  this  hnge  prov- 
ince, which  is  avast  table-land  scored  by  mountain  ranges  and  eroded  by  water  into 
deep  canyons.  Goode  are  conveyed  by  caravans  of  ponies,  carriage  costing  2d.  to 
3d.  pertonpermiJe.  There  is  a  great  dearth  of  capital.  Fixed  oapital  was  deatroved 
almost  entirely  in  tbe  rebellion,  and  is  only  replaeed  out  of  savings,  a  very  slow 
process  where  communi cations  are  so  bad.  There  is  no  western  merchant  established 
within  the  borders  of  tbe  province. 

If  Yunnan  be  loft  to  progress  fL  la  Chlnoise,  it  may  well  take  one  hundred  yean  to 
reach  the  condition  of  Szecbnan.  If  tbe  pace  ia  to  be  hurried,  the  first  step  should 
be  the  establishment  of  a  caravan  trade  under  transit  pass  from  Burma,  as  now 
exists  from  Tonkin.  The  same  might  be  done  ft^m  Wu  Chan  by  way  of  Nannlng 
and  Po-S£,  and  perhaps  from  Chung  King  by  way  of  8ui  Pu.  All  this  we  oan  claim 
under  the  trealies.  But  no  great  development  of  trade  Is  likely  to  come  about  until 
foreign  skill  and  capital  are  employed  In  mining.  The  opening  of  mines -would 
bring  improved  moans  of  oommunioation,  immigration  fWtm  SMohoan,  and  gotid 
wages.  A  demand  for  our  goods  would  certainly  follow.  At  present,  the  capaoi^ 
of  the  province  to  take  oni  goods  is  limited  by  the  value  of  opiom  and  tin  she  oan 


^dbvGoo^^lc 


ASIA:   CHINA.  1039 

OHENOrn   PLAIH   AMD  TTB  IBBIGATIOIf, 

Oonsnl  Smithera,  of  Chang  King,  senda  under  date  of  Kovember  18, 
1898,  the  following  abstract  ttom  a  report  by  Mr.  G.  J.  L.  Litton,  of 
the  British  consulax  service  in  Ohina: 

The  extraordloary  fertility  and  dense  popnlation  of  the  CheogtD  plain  have 
attracted  the  uotioe  of  all  tiavelen.  The  perfnotl]'  flat  oountrj  around  the  oapital 
ia  divided  trom  the  basin  of  the  Fon  River  on  the  east  by  a  lidge  55  milee  liom 
Chengta  by  the  Fehlu  road(PaiMa  Knaa).  Where  the  highroad  arowea  it  the  ridge 
iH  only  200  feet  above  the  plain,  but  farther  euutb  It  beoumea  a,  oonaideratilo  raofte. 

The  Fou  baein  is  ou  a  loner  level  than  CbenEta,  and  the  city  of  Mien  Cbon  (vbioh 
is  north  of  Chcngta  and  therefore  nearer  to  tne  head  of  the  vaterabed)  ia  200  feet 
below  Chengtn.  The  Cben^n  plain  again  rieea  aradaallr  towards  Its  north  and 
northwest  extremities.  The  city  of  Rnan  Haien,  40  miles  northwest  of  Cheneta,  is 
100  feet  above  it,  thonsh  the  rise  Is  so  gradnalaa  to  be  quite  imperoeptible  without 
obaerring  the  flow  of  the  waters  and  the  barconeter. 

To  thesonth  and  eontheaet,  a  journey  of  30  miles  brings  us  off  the  plainin  to  the 
low-hill  couutry  aronnd  Chien  Chou.  In  the  eonthwest  comer  the  plain  dips  down 
to  ChianK  K'on  (200  feet  below  Chengtn),  a  mart  when  all  the  various  branches  of 
the  Uln  Biver  come  together  into  one  stream.  On  the  west  the  plain  is  bounded  by 
the  hills  aa  fur  as  Knan  Hsien,  whence  the  monntains  trend  to  the  northeast,  paaaing 
beyond  the  large  cit^  of  Uien  Cba  Helen,  which  may  be  termed  the  north  gate  of 
theplain,  the  whole  including  an  areaof  about  2,500sqnare milee.  Besides  ChenBtn, 
with  Its  estimated  popnlation  of  400,000,  there  are  no  less  than  fifteen  distinct  cities 
in  the  plain,  of  which  at  leaHt  two  (Han  Chou  and  Mien  Cbon),  contain  at  least 
40,000  Inhabitants  eacb.  Besides  these,  there  are  flonrisblng  marts  at  intervals  of 
4  or  5  milea  along  the  nutuerons  roads  which  iateraect  the  plain,  two  of  wbiob 
(Chiang  K'ou,  at  the  soatbenies:it  of  the  plain,  and  ChaoChiaTu,  at  the  head  waters 
of  theLu  River)  arereckoned  among  thepnucipaloommeroial  centers  of  this  province. 

Water  communication  with  tbe  langtzela  somewhat  defective,  except  from  Chiang 
K'ou,  but  boats  go  down  from  Kuan  Haien  iu  high  water  and  from  ChaoChiaTuand 
Chen^n.  The  port  of  Chougtn  is  ontside  tbe  t>Bst  gate,  and  small  "  wu-pan"  boats, 
with  B  capacity  of  10,000  tu  20,000  catties,'  are  far  tbe  most  common.  Small  kna- 
teu,  or  house  boats,  carrying  passengers,  bat  not  as  a  rnle  freight,  are  also  seen. 

FrelRbt  sverages  9  cash  (1^  cents)  a  catty  between  Cbnug  King  and  Cbenxtu, 
whereas  by  land  It  is  as  much  as  60  cash  (7  oents).  The  landing  place  at  Chengtn 
is  along  a  canal  about  25  yards  broad,  where  (early  in  November)  1  connted  about 
1(X)  wu-pan  and  15  larger  house  boats.  Two  miles  below  the  landing  place  the  river 
emerges  from  the  suburbs  and  passes  under  a  fine  9-aroh  bridge.  From  this  point, 
tbe  river  broadens  to  60  yards,  but  there  are  numerons  shallow  places,  and  at  low 
water  boats  have  to  content  themselves  with  half  cargoes. 

Themoetstrikiugfeatureof  the  landscape  iatheextraordinary  number  of  well-built 
farm  houses,  each  surrounded  with  Its  vegetable  garden,  fruit  trees,  and  grove  of 
bamboos,giviuganairofprosperitv  almost  unique  in  China.  Viewed  from  the  hills 
above  Knan  HsTen,  the  conntrV  looks  like  a  great  foreet  of  frnit  trees.  Mnch  of  tbe 
land  is  owned  by  religious  and  other  corporations  in  Chengta,  bnt  it  ia  all  ont  up 
into  very  small  farms.    The  chief  prodnots  of  tbe  plain  are: 

1.  Silk,  near  Chengtu  and  to  tbe  southwest  at  Cmang  K'on. 

2.  Tobacco,  from  Pi  Usien,  Chin  Tang,  ettf.  (a  very  large  prodnotion). 

3.  Sugar,  from  Han  Chon  and  Te  Yang. 

4.  Rape  seed  oil,  fh>m  Knan  Hsien  and  the  northwest. 
6.  Paper,  indigo,  and  fine  flour,  from  Mien  Cbu  Ksien. 

6.  Most  impo^nt  of  all,  large  auppltes  of  rioe,  from  Chin  T'ang,  Ping  Hsien, 
"'~~n  ERien,  and  the  northwest  of  tbe  plains. 


rang  nvers,  w 

rith  their  tributaries,  descend  from  tbe  bills  around  An  Hsien,  and,  flowing  throngli 
ihe  country  between  Lo  Chiang  and  Hsien  Tu,  Join  together  at  Chin  Tang  to  form 
the  Lo  &hin,  otherwise  known  sa  the  To  Slver,  which  debonches  into  the  Yangtze 
River  at  Ln-Chon. 

During  the  a nmmer,  the  rush  of  water  down  these  streams  Is  great,  as  is  proved  by 
the  large  shingle  and  sand  banks  formed  in  places  where  the  bnnds  have  i^ven  way. 
Between  Han  Chou  and  Cbengtn,  a  distance  of  90  miles,  no  less  than  14  bridgce  are 
oroBsed,  and  I  gather  that  some  of  the  streams  which  they  span  are  artificial,  but 

■  The  catty  is  equivalent  to  1^  pounds. 
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tbej  axe  »11  banked  up,  in  some  places  with  earth  dikes  and  in  othen  irith  stonea 
plastered  together  or  packed  in  bamboo  baskets,  to  snoh  an  extent  that  it  is  inipoe- 
sible  to  say  which  are  natural  and  wbicli  are  artificial  ohannels.  The  principle  naa 
eridentl;  been  to  break  the  force  of  the  wat«c  bf  proridiug  it  with  as  many  chiui- 
nels  as  possible.  Besides  these  main  channels  there  is  a  great  network  of  deep 
oross  ditohes,  averaglug  5  yards  in  breadth,  by  which  water  is  conducted  to  btbit 
field  tbat  requires  it.  At  freqnent  intervals  water  gates  with  low  dams  are  SMoted, 
by  which  the  water  when  it  falls  to  a  certain  level  uiuta  itself  off. 

The  works  at  Kuan  Usieu,  on  the  westotn  border  of  the  plain,  120 11  (18  miles) 
ftom  the  west  gate  of  Cbnngtu,  deserve  for  their  ingenaltj,  simplicity,  and  utility 
to  be  ranked  among  the  first  public  works  of  China.  A  ruliable  tradition  ascribes 
the  conimeDcement  of  the  work  to  Li  Ping,  the  first  "t'al  shon,"  or  hereditary  gov- 
ernor, of  Chengta,  who  was  appointed  by  the  Ch'in  after  tbey  bod  overthrown  the 
aboriginal  Kingdom  of  Shn,  and  the  completion  of  the  work  to  Li  Ping's  eon. 

....        .,   ..      ..-.I.....   ._.■_...... ^  seems  to  have  Bet  before  himself  were  to 


Boath  into  the  plain  for  abont  200  yarda  beyond  the  city. 

South WMt  of  the  city,  an  MttBcial  gorge  about  100  feet  deep  has  been  ontUmmgh 
the  solid  rook.  Throuf^h  this  gorge  a  oopioos  stream  aboDt  40  ;arde  broad  haa  been 
diverted  eastward  at  right  angles  from  the  main  stream  of  the  rivet;  the  oliff  baa 
thus  been  left  snrroundea  to  the  north  and  west  by  water,  and  the  east  and  sontb  by 
the  plaiu.  The  pluin  dips  down  to  thees«t  nnd  south,  thongb  this Isnotperoeptible 
to  the  naked  eye.  ThnHapartof  the  wateroftbemain  channel,  foiled  initseffort  ta 
go  sonth,  partly  by  the  cliff  and  partly  by  the  big  dike  bnilt  intheohanneloppoaita 
and  a  little  above  the  oliff,  forma  a  whinpool  nuder  it  and  then  mahiiiK  alone  the 
gorge,  mns  like  a  mill  race  pMt  tiie  South  gate  of  the  oity.  Both  aides  of  theohan- 
nel  are  strongly  bunded  with  stones  packed  in  bamboo  baskets.  Jnat  east  of  the 
sonth  gate,  this  stream  is  artificially  divided  Into  two  channels,  one  of  which  flows 
aoroBs  the  plain  to  the  sonth  gate  of  Chengtu,  and  the  other,  navigable  in  anmnier 
for  timber  rafts,  flows  to  the  north  gate  and  is  connected  with  the  one  running  to 
the  south  gate  by  the  navigable  stream  which  Hows  under  the  east  wall  of  Chengtu. 
The  highroad  from  Kuan  Usien  to  Chengtu  thus  passes  between  these  two  channels. 

Between  Kuan  Hsien  and  P'l  Usien  (22  miles)  tliese  streams  ore  oonneot«d  by  two 
minor  channels  flowing  from  south  to  north  across  the  highroad,  bnt  the  bulk  of  tbe 
water  that  c^omes  through  the  gorge  is  diverted  past  the  east  gate  of  the  city,  and 
away  to  the  northeast,  passing  between  the  cities  of  Pfng  Bsien  and  Ch'nng  Niii|;, 
each  20  miles  ftom  Kuan  Hsion  to  tbe  north -north  east  and  northeast,  reopecti  vol  y. 
Flowing  across  the  whole  of  the  plain  and  irrigating  it  as  it  goes,  this  important 
ohannerjoins  the  upper  waters  of  the  Ln  Blver  st  the  city  of  Hslen  Tn,  13  miles  to 
the  northeast  of  Chengtu,  thus  connecting  two  distinct  watersheds.  The  channels 
near  Kuan  Hsien  sre  certainly  artificial,  but  farther  to  tbe  east  advoutage  has  )>rob- 
ably  been  taken  of  natural  water  oourses.  1  may  add  that  tlie  latest  map  of  China 
(Bretschneider)  has  these  streams  all  wrong. 

Li  Ping  bequeathed  to  posterity  aa  tbe  principle  of  regnlating  the  wal«ra  the  sen- 
t«nce,  "Big  the  channels  deep  and  make  tbe  dikes  low^— that  is,  keep  the  water  nt 
its  natural  level — aprinclplewhIoh,if  ilThad  been  applied  to  the  Yellow  Biver,  would 
have  saved  untold  misery  and  loss. 

Just  below  the  point  where  the  Min  issnee  troai  the  mountains  it  sends  off  a  subsid- 
iary stream.  Advantage  is  taken  of  this  to  construct  a  movable  barrier  upstream, 
consisting  of  a  series  of  tripods,  each  mode  of  three  eapUugs,  15  feet  high,  lashed 
together  at  tbe  tope  aud  fixed  in  tbe  bed  of  the  river.  Thceeare  then  fillt^  np  with 
bamboo  baskets  full  of  large  atones.  The  great  dike  above  mentioned  is  of  a  similar 
character.  This  is  thrown  slantwise  across  the  main  stream  at  the  month  of  the 
gorge  with  the  object  of  driving  the  water  into  the  gorge. 

In  the  month  of  November,  when  the  wa(«r  is  safScleutly  low.  the  Shin  LI  Fa,  or 
prefect  of  the  waterways,  who  is  resident  at  Knan  Hsien  and  has  direct  control 
of  the  works,  began  to  coustract  the  western  half  of  the  barrier  where  tbe  Minoomes 
ont  of  the  mountains.  This  shuts  off  the  water  ftom  the  substdiaiy  channel,  which 
is  then  dug  oat  for  a  distance  of  three-fonrths  of  a  mile,  the  stonework  pulled  to 
pieces,  and  oarefuliy  restored.  The  weet  half  of  the  barrier  Is  then  removed  and  the 
eastern  half  is  constructed.  This  turns  tbe  water  back  into  the  subsidiary  ohanuel 
and  shuts  it  off  ftom  the  main  channel,  and  in  consequence  &om  the  gorge  and  its 
three  rhiinnclii.  Ail  th(«»  arc  theu  carefully  dug  out  for  a  distance  oralioat  three- 
fourtlis  111'  .1  uiilf,  and  Iron  G  to  6  feet  of  gravel  and  sand,  the  acouuiulatlon  of  the 
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la  the  middle  of  the  gorge  ara  three  iron  pillars  placed  flat  on  the  bottom  of  the 
atream.  One  ]b  dated  BBien  Fdng,  one  is  of  the  Ming  dTnosty,  and  one  has  now 
vanished  altogether.  The  object  of  these  pillars  is  to  mark  the  proper  level  of  the 
atream,  and  the  workmen  have  to  dig  down  to  them  and  no  farther.  The  great  dike 
la  theti  rep^nid,  and  the  atone  bands  along  the  varions  channels  are  entirely  removed 
aad  replaced  and  made  aa  strong  aa  poaaible.  Thaa  fear  after  year  foi  2,000  years 
has  Li  Ping's  motto  been  carried  out. 

B;  the  nioiilh  of  March,  when  water  is  required  for  the  paddy  fields,  all  jit  ready, 
and  the  "deus  ex  machinA,"  in  the  person  of  the  taotat  from  Chengta,  appears  npon 
the  BOene.  He  solemnly  receivea  a  preaent  of  200  taela  jrom  the  two  magistrati'B  of 
Chengta  for  his  expenses;  then  performs  ceremonial  devotions  and  orders  the  bar- 
rier to  be  removed.  At  this  jnnctnre  his  attendants  are  sappoaed  to  daati  at  the 
water  and  urge  it  forward  with  stroke*  of  the  bamboo.  The  Mln,  thus  hastened  in 
ita  course,  rnahet  back  into  its  main  cbanael,  and  the  gorge,  with  all  ita  chaanels, 
ia  at  oDoe  Slled. 

The  o^ect  of  the  great  dike  ia  to  secure  a  aafSeient  aupply  of  water  throngh  the 
gorge.  If  the  water  riaea  very  high  it  flows  over  the  barrier  and  down  to  the  south. 
A  gange  is  cat  in  the  lOok  in  the  middle  of  the  gorge,  and  tt  can  be  seen  at  a  glance 
If  too  maoh  or  too  little  vater  is  coming  in.  The  viceroy,  Tin);  Pao  Cheng,  the 
predecessor  of  the  notottous  JAa,  got  into  trouble  by  making  the  big  dike  too  tiigh 
when  he  repaired  it,  with  the  rexult  that  too  much  water  came  thn>iigb  the  gorge 
and  the  plain  was  liooded, 

FUCUAU. 

The  year  1897  has  not  been  a  favorable  one  for  the  specfal  product  of 
this  region,  tea,  and  the  aaaal  falling  ofT  in  amount  tnast  a,gain  be 
reported.  The  ordinary  crop  was  mnch  retarded  by  nnuenal  rains, 
there  being  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  days  of  last  year  which  were 
heavily  overcast  or  in  which  rain  fell. 

The  scarcity  of  ric«.  the  chief  food  prodact  of  the  people,  caused  great 
anffering,  the  price  of  thia  article  being  nearly  double,  and  the  pnce  of 
fuel  also  having  largely  increased. 

The  value  of  foreign  imports  fell  from  5,269,000  taela  (t3,8d6,401)  to 
6,238,000  taels  ($3,870,882),  and  of  domestic  imports  from  1,677,000  taela 
( jl,239,303)  to  1,629,000  taela  ($1,203,831).  The  exports  of  local  products 
show  a  decrease  from  7,860,000  taela  ($5,808,540)  to  6,840,000  taela 
($5,064J60).  The  receipts  at  the  oastom-hoase  fell  off  about  11  per 
cent.  The  business  of  the  port  has  been  sadly  interfered  with  by  low 
and  uncertain  exchange,  which  has  eaased  a  rise  In  the  price  of  all 
imported  goods  and  has  led  the  merohant  to  do  only  a  small  business, 
as  the  peril  in  carrying  large  rioautities  of  goods  liable  to  a  fall  in  the 
market  by  flactaation  in  exchange  was  too  great  to  warrant  large 
investments. 

At  one  time,  there  waa  a  lively  market  in  piece  goods,  when  suddenly 
a  drop  of  12  per  cent  in  the  price  of  silver  demor^zed  the  market  and 
merchants  vere  unable  to  place  orders. 

The  chief  exports  from  this  port  are  tea,  lumber  in  poles,  bamboo, 
fruit,  and  paper,  the  latter  being  made  of  bamboo  fiber. 


The  export  of  tea  for  the  year  1897  shows  a  falling  off  of  nearly 
16,000,000  pounds  from  the  previous  year. 

There  was  an  excellent  demand  for  tea  of  superior  quality,  but  the 
supply  was  very  short,  due  doubtless  to  the  very  unfavorable  weather 
during  the  spring  months. 

There  is  a  marked  improvement  in  the  character  of  much  of  the  tea 
now  shipped  from  thia  port,  owing  to  special  efTort  being  made  to  pre- 
vent mixing  new  tea  with  that  on  hand  from  a  previous  season,  reducing 
the  amount  of  duat,  and  to  bcMer  firing  by  the  natives. 
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The  Fachau  Improvement  Company,  establiBhed  some  three  years 
ago,  has  had  to  labor  ander  great  diBadvantages,  but  is  gradaally 
OTercomiDg  the  obstacles  aeual  to  a  new  enterprise.  The  company  has 
a  small  plantation  and  works  at  Doon  Ling,  about  15  mUes  from  this 
city.  Its  location  among  individual  growers  lias  supplied  a  market  at 
the  doors  of  the  producers,  and  the  people  of  the  neighborhood,  findiug 
they  could  bring  their  product  personally  to  the  factory  and  thus  avoid 
paying  middlemen  and  likin  taxes,  have  found  it  profitable  to  give  more 
attention  to  the  careful  growth  and  picking  of  the  leaf.  The  com- 
pany has  recently  been  reconstrnoted,  and  now  has  a  working  capital 
of  over  $70,000. 

The  local  government  has  shown  a  disposition  to  assist  the  growers 
and  merchants  in  the  improvement  of  this  product,  by  reducing  the 
likin  taxes  on  tea  en  route  to  Fuchan.  This  has  been  received  with 
great  favor,  and  has  encouraged  all  who  are  engaged  in  either  raising 
or  bringing  tea  to  market.  This  action  may  not  be  entirely  nnselflsh 
onthepartof  the  local  government,  as  it  doubtless  fears  that  tea  would 
be  brought  down  under  theprotectionof  transitpasses;  in  which  event, 
under  recent  regulations,  the  revenue  would  go  to  the  central  govern- 
ment, while  the  likin  tax  is  collected  by  the  local  authorities.  The 
redaction  is  4  mace  (about  26  cents)  on  100  catties  (133  pounds). 

At  present,  with  the  heavy  likin  and  export  duties,  the  growing  of 
t«a  is  scarcely  remunerative  in  many  districts.  This  region  still  holds 
the  ascendency  in  Oolongs,  Souchongs,  and  Flowery  Pekoes,  as  noth- 
ing equal  to  these  teas  can  be  produced  in  India  or  Ceylon. 

With  the  decrease  in  export  and  likin  duties,  and  with  more  atten- 
tion  to  the  cultivation  of  the  shrub  and  the  picking  of  the  leaf,  this 
section  might  reasonably  hope  to  see  a  great  revival  of  this  Indastry. 
Many  Cantonese  compradors  and  other  wealthy  Chinese  are  interests 
ing  themselves  in  tea  improvement  companies,  and  this  should  result 
in  largely  restoring  trade  in  this  important  product.  The  foreign  trade 
in  tea  is  the  chief  dependence  of  the  market,  for  it  is  estimated  that  the 
native  population  consumes  on  an  average  only  about  3  pounds  per 
head  per  annum,  while  in  England  and  Australia,  the  average  is  6  pounds 
per  head  for  the  entire  population.  Much  of  the  tea  consumed  by 
Chinese  is  of  very  inferior  quality,  dust  being  used  by  the  common 
people,  and  a  vast  number  being  unable  to  buy  even  that. 

COMMBROIAI.  TREATIES. 

The  Chinese  Government  has  given  notice  of  its  intention  to  demuid 
a  revision  of  the  commercial  treaties,  in  accordance  with  Article  XXVJI 
of  the  treaty  of  Tientsin.  In  consequence  of  currency  exchanges  and 
other  causes,  the  actual  duty  now  collected  ander  a  5  per  cent  standard 
does  not  exceed  3}  to  1  per  cent.  In  view  of  these  facts,  it  is  genorally 
conceded  that  the  Chinese  are  entitled  to  a  revision  of  the  s^e  fixed 
iulSSS. 

OOTTOIt  OOODS. 

In  this  section  of  China,  the  people  generally  are  clothed  all  the  year 
round  in  cotton  goods,  most  of  which  is  made  on  hand  looms  in  the 
houses  of  the  people.  In  regard  to  foreign  cotton  goods,  Hr.  Boome, 
who  was  in  charge  of  the  so-called  Blackburn  C^nmercial  Mission, 
which  visited  China  two  years  ago,  says : 

In  th 
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of  goods,  bnt  there  is  indirect  oompetitioD,  eapeciftUy  from  Japaneae  flgared  fnbrica 
kDiT  from  Indian  Japanese  and  Chineae  j-ani  woven  at  hone.  These  compete  with 
shlrtiii^rB  by  tendiuK  to  displace  them.  In  coarse  cotton  yani,  Lancaeliire  Is  out  of 
the  market,  beaten  '      '    ""    '"  ..  :.  -i..  ^-  -      ...  a_,.>         ^  _.     .■  »,_... 

colder  provinces  dc 
the  Unfted  Stales. 

We  can  only  compete  with  Japan  la  her  apeolalties  by  the  adoption  of  fur  voatern 
designs  and  by  cunHtant  change  of  pattern  a.  A  etndy  by  good  deHignera  of  the 
collection  brotivht  home  by  the  mission  of  the  best  pattams  in  silk  brocades,  wblch 
are  Mitil  to  be  the  traditional  basis  of  oil  native  textile  designs,  may  throw  ligbt  on 
this  qnestioci.  The  imports  of  Lancashire  being  of  the  finer  connta,  will  not  be 
lessened  by  the  native  mills;  on  the  oontiary,  ii  is  probable  that  as  the  Chinese 
improve  in  band-loom  manufoctarea  and  take  to  weaving  finer  cloths,  the  import 
from  Englaoil  may  Increwe. 

The  India  import  ia  of  connta  8'e,  ICa,  12'8,  a  little  of  It's,  and  great  deal  of  2IVh. 
The  Chinese  mflla  apin  moatly  14'a,  some  KTs,  and  16'h,  bnt  Dothing  finer.  The  riRbt 
lately  conceded  to  foreiKnera  to  niannfaoture  in  China  gives  our  merchants  and 
capitaliata  an  opportunity  of  jaan);urating  a  mnch  better  state  of  things.  The 
valno  of  Cbineee  exports  wonld  be  greatly  raiaed  hy  partial  aianufactory  aortins 
and  grading  in  Chiua  of  many  staplea,  anoh  as  ailk,  wool,  hides,  fnrs,  paper,  and 
tobacco. 

CHANGES  IN  CONDITION  OP  TBADB. 

The  time  has  come  Trhen  loreign  trade  with  China,  to  be  advantti- 
geons,  ehoiild  be  condacted  in  a  dift'erent  manner  from  that  of  former 
years.  Merchants  from  England,  Germany,  and  America  have  hitherto 
been  content  to  establish  their  headqaarters  at  Shanghai  or  Hongkong 
and  have  a  few  branch  houses  at  ontports.  None  of  the  foreign  em- 
ployees have  been  expected  to  stndy  the  language  of  the  people  among 
Thorn  they  live,  and  the  work  of  interchange  in  trade  has  had  to  be  con- 
tlncted  by  compradores  as  go-betweens.  The  conseqnence  has  been  that 
nsually  ttie  compradore  has  received  two  dollars  for  every  one  that  has 
come  into  the  hands  of  the  foreign  merchant.  If  the  merchant  had  his 
own  English,  Americaii,orGermanclerk8,whouDderBtood  the  language 
of  the  natives  and  could  thoB  deal  directly  with  them,  the  profit  of  the 
merchant  woald  be  donbtless  increased  greatly.  Oumpradores  would 
Btill  be  necessary,  but  they  could  be  kept  in  their  place  and  be  allowed 
only  a  fair  commission  for  services  rendered.  As  it  is  now,  the  com- 
pradore becomes  iminenHely  wealthy  and  actually  turns  the  tables  on 
the  merchant,  who,  whUe  he  supposes  himself  to  be  the  principal,  is 
rather  the  agent  of  the  crafty  compradore. 

Upcountry  native  merchants,  wishing  to  do  business  with  foreign 
merchants  in  Shanghai  or  any  of  the  treaty  ports,  mnst  now  accept  the 
compradore's  terms  or  not  do  any  business  at  all.  All  that  is  required 
is  that  the  business  recruit  should  learn  enongh  Ohinese  to  talk  about 
a  very  narrow  range  of  subjects.  Except  In  the  south  and  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  coast  between  Shanghai  and  Canton,  one  language,  the 
Mandarin,  is  spoken  over  nearly.the  entire  Empire,  with  sligbt  local 
variations  or  brogues. 

The  writer  qn<^ed  above,  Mr.  Bourne,  says: 

In  order  to  improve  China's  demands  for  our  Imports,  her  exports  most  be  Increased 
in  valne,  and  this  can  best  be  done  by  Englishmen  living  in  the  aottlcmanta  like 
Shanghai  and  at  enitable  placM  in  the  interior,  who,  while  luaitaging  steam  ship- 
ping and  developing  the  export  trade,  conld  at  the  same  time  diatribute  imports  and  be 
re^ly  to  engu^o  jo  mining  and  engineering  enterprises  as  onportuutty  afforded.  Kich 
men  will  not  live  in  the  ontports,  and  poormen  can  not  make  a  living  independently; 
therefore,  the  work  mnat  be  done  by  rich  firms  or  corporatlona  able  to  aapport  and 
train  men  in  the  Chinese  apoken  langaage  and  mercantile  cnatoma  of  the  country, 
Theae  ahonld  be  young  men  aelected  at  home  for  their  bnaineas  capacity. 

The  Chinese  have  not  the  inRtitntions,  the  laws,  or  the  personal  char* 
aoter  on  which  to  base  the  elaborate  structure  of  modern  commerce. 
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EnKlishmen,  AmericaDB,  Germans,  or  BnsBiaas  living  in  interior  cities 
or  districts  and  pursning  their  own  interests  can  nndoabtediy  open  tbe 
country. 

Many  manofactnrers  of  machinery  and  goods  of  varioiis  kinds  in 
the  United  States  write  to  the  consiUs  for  information  concerning  the 
methods  of  patting  their  goods  on  the  market.  I  would  say  to  each 
that  we  are  badly  handicapped  by  the  fact  that  we  have  almost  no 
American  trading  houses  in  China.  There  are  a  few  American  firms  in 
Shanghai,  but  English  firms  having  their  headquarters  in  Shanghai  or 
Hongkong  have  branch  honsea  in  all  the  outports.  There  are  perhaps 
a  score  of  such  English  firms,  but  not  a  single  American  house  trans- 
acting business  in  this  way  in  China.  If  oar  trade  is  to  be  extended 
in  China,  American  merchants  most  pursue  similar  methods.  At  this 
port  (Fucbaa),  at  Amoy,  and  most  of  the  ontlying  ports,  there  is  not 
a  single  American  house  represented,  while  the  English,  German,  and 
Bossian,  numberiDg  perhaps  20,  are  each  well  manned  with  &om  three 
to  four  able  foreigners  to  transact  their  local  bnsiness.  It  is  useless  for 
Americans  to  expect  that  these  representatives  of  other  nations  will 
handle  our  goods  with  the  same  energy  as  they  do  those  of  their  own 
country,  and  thus  help  to  displace  them.  The  shipping  business  iaalso 
in  the  hands  of  these  same  English,  German,  and  Russian  houses. 

Another  matter  of  great  importance  is  to  have  commodities  made  to 
soit  the  capabilities  of  the  people.  Nine-tenths  of  the  people  are  very 
poor.  When  men  have  to  work  for  from  10  to  20  cents  per  day,  and 
that  payable  in  a  depreciated  currency  which  is  equivalent  to  only 
7  to  10  cents  gold,  and  are  expected  to  support  a  fanilly  of  from  3  to  8 
persons,  they  c«rtainly  have  to  live  on  the  selvage  of  comfort;  the 
mere  necessities  of  life  demand  a  struggle,  and  no  luxuries  are  possible. 
When  onr  home  merchants  and  manufacturers  read  that  a  conntry  c( 
400,000,000  of  people  is  being  opened  up  to  trade,  they  should  remember 
that  not  more  than  one  in  ten  of  tliat  number  can  for  years  become 
purchasers  of  the  smallest  prodnct  of  foreign  mano&cture  or  growth. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  people  who  are  able  to  purchase  foreign 
material  must  have  a  taste  created  for  foreign  food,  wearing  apparel, 
furniture,  machinery,  etc  At  present,  they  do  not  want  la^r-saving 
machinery,  for  the  great  problem  in  thisconntryis  to  get  something  ibr 
the  hungry  multitude  to  do,  that  they  may  obtain  a  bare  living  for 
themselves  and  their  families. 

HATIGATION  OP  HTLAHD  WATBBS. 

A  tuv  months  since,  permission  was  given  by  the  Govenunent  for 
navigation  of  inland  waters  by  native  and  foreign  st^unboats. '  As  an 
immediate  result,  there  is  a  great  demand  for  steam  launches  of  light 
draft  to  carry  passengers  and  fteight.  At  the  present  time,  agents 
are  scoirrying  around  Hongkong,  Shanghai,  and  Japan  in  earnest 
search  for  such  craft.  They  are  needed  for  immediate  use  in  great 
numbers,  and  the  demand  will  increase  for  the  next  two  or  three  years. 
I  know  of  parties  who  have  sent  agents  to  Japan  in  iiniitiess  effort  to 
obtain  such  vessels.  I  hear  of  several  local  companies  being  formed  to 
open  lines  as  soon  as  suitable  boats  can  be  obtained,  running  firom  this 
port  along  the  neighboring  coast  and  up  the  various  streams,  both 
north  and  south  of  this  city. 

At  present  this  commerce  is  carried  on  in  Junks  or  by  the  slower 

'  See  Advance  Sheets,  No.  J21,  May  21;  CouBular  Reports,  No.  214,  July,  1898. 
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method  of  overland  carriage  on  the  ahonlders  of  coolies.  The  class  of 
engines  required  for  such  boats  can  not  be  bnilt  at  present  in  China, 
though  the  hulls  could  be  made  b;  the  juuk  builders.  I  should  think 
there  would  be  a  good  opening  for  foreign  machine  shops  for  the  mak- 
ing and  repairing  of  engines,  such  as  will  be  required  by  this  traffic 
in  eveiy  treaty  port  in  China. 

PATENT  BIQHTS  AKD   OOPTRiaHIS. 

There  is  no  international  treaty  with  China  granting  patent-right 
protection  to  foreign  inventors  or  copyrights  to  anthors  for  their  works, 
Ttiis  can  only  be  provided  for  by  treaty  provision.  Any  American 
patent  right  can  be  protected,  before  any  American  consul,  against  any 
.  other  American  citizen  infringing  on  that  right,  and  such  case  would 
be  decided  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  but  natives  can 
manufacture  any  article  they  choose  to  copy. 

American  books  may  be  reprinted,  trade  marks  copied,  and  goods 
reproduced  ad  libitum.  Where  complaint  has  been  made  to  the  consul 
or  minister  that  American  prodncts  are  being  copied  and  trade- marks 
used,  and  the  manufacture  is  shown  to  be  fraudulent,  the  consul  can 
sometimes  obtain  redress,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  local  ofQoial,  on 
the  ground  that  the  party  is  obtaining  money  under  false  pretenses. 

During  the  month  of  June  last,  application  was  made  by  American 
Methodist  missionaries  at  Fachau,  in  behalf  of  a  native  inventor,  to 
obtain  a  patent  &om  the  central  Government  for  a  very  simple  bnt 
efiQcient  machine  for  spinning  yam.  Tlie  man  was  very  poor,  bnt  qnite  ' 
a  genins,  having  very  unusual  inventive  capacities,  a  thing  almost 
unknown  among  the  Chinese,  who  scarcely  ever  originate  anything 
new,  bnt  are  eternal  copyists.  The  missionaries  desired  to  use  this 
machine  in  indnstrial-school  work,  and  a  company  was  formed  among 
the  laymen  in  Philadelphia  to  supply  the  funds  necessary  to  enable  this 
native  to  perfect  his  invention  and  afterwards  to  manufacture  the 
machines  iu  the  United  States.  Application  was  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  Pekin,  and  after  several  weeks  of  delay  and  a  visit  of  the  inventor 
in  person  to  His  Excellency  Li  Hong  Chang  and  an  exhibition  of  his 
machine  before  the  Tsnng-li  Yam€n,  the  matter  was  brought  to  the 
fovorable  attention  of  the  Emperor  and  patents  were  issued,  being  the 
first  ever  taken  out  in  this  Empire. 

As  a  result  of  this  movement,  on  the  Gth  of  July,  1898,  an  important 
decree'  was  issued,  and  the  way  was  prepared  for  tlie  introduction  of 
copyright  and  patent  laws  for  the  protection  of  native  inventors,  but 
there  was  no  reference  therein  to  any  protection  for  foreign  inventions. 

On  the  13th  of  July,  1898,  this  additional  edict  was  issued,  authoriz- 
ing the  granting  to  anthors  and  inventors  of  rewards,  such  as  patents 
of  hereditary  nobility,  substantive  official  ranks  and  pOHta,  brevet  bat- 
tens, permission  to  reap  the  sole  pecuniary  benefits  arising  from  author- 
ship or  invention,  or  eulogistic  tablets. 

EBBOSBN^    OIL. 

During  the  year  1897,  there  was  a  great  falling  off  in  the  import  of 
American  kerosene  at  this  port,  due  cbiedy  to  the  introduction  of  a 
cheaper  oil  from  Sumatra,  and  large  shipments  of  Buasian  oil, 

'  Advancw  Sheets,  No.  222,  September  17 ;  ConanUr  Beports,  No.  218,  November,  1898. 
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la  tho  following  tables,  It  is  impossible  to  tell  what  amoont  comes 
from  America,  as  tbe  goods  are  first  received  at  Hongkong  or  Bhaoghai 
and  resbipped  to  this  port,  and  are  of  course  entered  at  the  cnstom- 
hoase  here  as  from  Hongkong  or  Shanghai,  tbe  coantrf  prodaoing  tbem 
not  being  declared. 

Saudel  L.  Gbaobt,  Conaul. 

PuoHAU,  8ept4>mber  Si,  1898. 
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IIANKATJ. 

The  condition  of  trade  In  this  part  of  Oliina  dnring  the  past  six 
months  has  been  fair.  In  some  articles  of  export,  it  has  been  greater 
th^n  in  any  previons  year. 

Hankan  ia  650  miles  from  the  ocean,  sitaated  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  Yangtze  Kiang,  in  the  most  densely  populated  portion  of  China. 
Separated  Avm  it  oy  the  Han  Biver,  on  the  west,  is  the  city  of  Han- 
yang, On  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Yangtiie  is  Woo  Chang,  the  capital 
of  the  province  of  Hoopee.  It  is  estimated  that  these  three  cities  con- 
tain a  popalation  aggregating  1,500,000,  and  that  the  uniiiber  of  peo- 
ple contlguoiis  and  depending  for  their  trade  on  these  three  cities  are 
more  than  70,000,000.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  correctly  Hankaa's 
volume  of  business,  owing  to  the  fact  that  no  figures  are  given  fbr  a 
vast  amonnt  of  the  native  trade. 

In  the  imperial  customs  reports,  Hankau  ranks  as  the  second  com- 
mercial city  of  the  Empire,  and  stands  second  to  Shanghai  as  a  dis- 
tributing center,  although  all  her  imports  have  to  pass  through  the 
latter  port  and  be  resbipped  there. 

The  total  amount  of  the  tonnage  that  entered  and  cleared  here  dar- 
ing the  i)a8t  year  amounts  to  the  enormoas  flgnre  of  over  three  and 
oue-third  millions.  This  does  not  Jnclnde  an  inuneuse  native  tonnage, 
of  which  no  account  is  kept, 

Hankan  is  the  largest  tea  market  in  China.  It  is  said  that  one-third 
of  the  commerce  of  the  Empire  passes  through  the  Yangtze  Valley,  aud 
that  can  easily  be  believed  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  nnm- 
ber  of  rivers  tiiat  empty  into  the  Yangtze,  both  on  the  north  and  south. 
Above  this  point  some  have  their  sources  on  the  western  borders  of 
the  Empire,  and  their  waters  carry  mnch  of  the  trade  of  Bunnah, 
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Tibet,  and  other  parts  of  central  and  northern  Asia.  A  large  portion 
oomea  np  to  this  port^  and  all  going  ap  or  down  the  river  has  to  be 
reshipped  at  Hankan. 

The  coup  d'etat  at  Pekln  and  the  rebellion  in  the  province  of  SEechaan 
near  Ohnng  King  affected  baaineas  more  or  less.  The  latter  almost 
completely  stopped  the  river  trafflo  above  Ichang,  400  milea  above 
here. 

TBADE  WITH  THB  UmTSD  STATES. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  figares  or  to  estimate  the  amount  of 
goods  imported  from  the  United  States  and  reshipped  into  the  interior, 
as  household  goods,  groceries,  provisions,  ready-made  clothing,  medi- 
cines, and  many  other  articles  are  entered  dnty  free,  and  the  duty  on 
all  other  imports  is  collected  at  Shanghai  on  a  basia  of  5  per  cent  ad 
valorem.  Farther  dnty  is  paid  on  them  at  Hankan,  unless  reshipped 
from  this  port.  All  goods,  except  personal  baggage  nnder  a  tranait 
pass  issued  by  the  cnatoma,  then  pay  a  dnty  of  2^  per  cent;  or,  if  pre- 
ferred, the  shipper  can  pay  likin  (local  dnty),  whicb  may  be  more  or 
)esa  than  this  per  cent. 

A  farther  difficnlty  is  that  many  of  the  most  important  articles 
imported  from  the  United  States  are  pnt  down  in  the  Customs  0-azette 
as  English  and  American  goods,  bat  with  no  statement  aa  to  what 
country  they  are  from.  This  causes  the  United  States  to  appear  at  a 
disadvantage,  which  shonld  be  corrected, 

It  is  gratifying  to  notice  that  goods  from  the  United  States  are  kept 
both  in  the  native  and  foreign  stores  here.  The  following  aremostcom- 
monly  seen:  Kerosene  oil,  drills,  shirtings,  sheetings,  muslins,  calicoes, 
jeans,  clocks,  watches,  stoves,  wire  nails,  wire,  tools,  guns,  ammunition, 
a  few  sewing  machines,  lampa,  lamp  chimneya,  flour,  crackers  and  bis- 
caite  in  sealed  cans,  hams,  boiled  hama,  potted  meats,  corned  beef,  lard, 
cheese,  soap,  condensed  mUk,  butter,  honey,  symp,  maple  ayrap,  can- 
dies, canned  goods,  dried  fruit,  oatmeal,  chocolate,  cocoa,  spices,  plum 
padding,  jams,  Jellies,  tobacco,  cigarettes,  patent  medicines,  California 
wine,  beer,  and  whisky. 

There  are  about  one  hundred  bicycles  here,  three-fourths  of  which 
are  fi^m  the  United  States.  There  are  no  roads  to  ride  on,  except  in 
the  foreign  settlement  and  along  the  river  bank  for  a  short  distance; 
yet  there  have  been  about  forty  bicycles  imported  from  the  United 
States  the  past  year.  Most  of  them  have  steel  rims,  which  are  consid- 
wed  more  durable,  owing  to  the  intense  heat  and  moisture  of  this  cli- 
mate. Many  wheels  are  owned  by  Chinese,  and  a  large  trade  could  be 
done,  if  cheap,  durable  bicycles  were  placed  on  the  market.  The  prices 
have  been  from  $100  to  $250,  Mexican. 

American  drills  show  a  large  increase  during  the  last  three  years. 
For  the  quarter  ending  June  30, 1895,  the  number  of  pieces  of  English 
drills  Imported  was  10,298;  American,  33,485.  For  the  quarter  ending 
June  30. 1898,  the  flgurea  were:  English,  3,030 ;  American,  68,470. 

The  Cuatoma  Gazette,  which  is  under  English  supervision,  says  the 
favor  which  American  goods  finds  in  China  is  due  to  ^eir  cheapness  and 
lower  freights.  One  firm  in  Shanghai  imported  6,000  clocks  last  year 
from  New  York. 

The  leading  article  of  export  fixim  the  United  States  to  China  is 
kerosene  oil.  During  the  six  months  ending  June  30,  1898,  there  have 
been  shipped  to  the  four  open  ports  of  this  consular  district,  viz,  Han- 
kan, Kir^iang,  Shasi,  and  Ichang,  5,595,650  gallons.  The  shipments  of 
Bussian  oil  to  the  same  ports  amounted  to  2,750,000  gallons.  Snmatran 
oU  for  the  quarter  ending  March  31,  1S97,  amoonted  to  only  99,300 
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gallons.  It  increased  in  the  qaarter  ending  Jane  30  last  to  1,791,100 
gallons,  Bussian  oil  decreasing  for  tbe  same  period  to  750,000  gallons. 
The  wholesale  price  of  the  Bassian  and  Samatran  oil  is  26  centa  (Mex- 
ican), while  that  of  the  American  la  20^  cents  (Mexican)  per  g^on. 
The  former  two  retail  at  about  a  cent  and  a  half  per  gallon  less  than 
the  lattOT.  I  know  of  no  other  reason  why  the  Snmatran  oil  should 
have  made  ao  great  an  advance  in  so  short  a  time,  except  that  it  has 
been  in  the  hands  of  an  active  manager,  and  sells  for  abont  30  Mexican 
cents  less  per  case  of  65  poonds. 

The  amonut  of  American  clarified  ginseng  that  was  imported  into 
this  district  for  the  half  year  ending  June  30  last,  was  109,733  poonds. 
It  is  used  as  a  tonic  more  than  any  other  medicine  in  the  Empire,  in 
nearly  all  classes  of  disease.  Large  quantities  come  from  Korea, 
Japan,  and  the  imperial  domains  of  China,  the  latter  being  worth  more 
than  its  weight  in  gold.  The  price  of  the  American  at  wholesale  is  (12 
to  tl4  (Mexican)  per  poand,  and  at  retail,  $40  to  $70  (Mexican)  per 
pound. 

The  qnantity  of  Seblitz  (Milwaukee)  beer  that  is  being  imported  is 
rapidly  increasing,  and  it  appears  to  be  on  sale  in  many  places  here. 
This  is  dne,  probably,  to  judicious  advertising  and  active  agents. 
American  whiskies  are  little  iu  demand.  Those  labeled  Scotch  seem 
to  have  the  greater  sale,  the  so-called  quart  bottle  selling  at  about  $1 
(Mexican). 

BXPOBTS. 

What  is  called  the  mnck-and-truck  season  of  trade  opens  at  this  date, 
and  includes  most  of  the  following  products  coming  to  this  market: 
Jute,  season  from  August  to  October;  output,  350  tons  annnally. 
Hemp,  of  which  there  are  several  varieties;  annual  product,  4,000 
tons;  first  crop,  July;  second,  August;  third,  October.  There  is  a 
large  export  trade  in  this  article,  and  the  crop  is  contracted  for  early 
in  the  season,  which  closes  about  the  1st  of  March,  fifaea  fiber  for 
making  rope,  300  tons  annually;  season,  from  July  to  October.  White 
wax,  annual  product,  3U0  tons.  Bristles,  packed  here  in  two  styles 
(Hankan  and  Canton),  exports,  600  tons  yearly. 

Oil,  also  called  wood  oil,  is  used  by  Chinese  for  varnishing  junks,  etc. 
Large  quantities  are  exported  to  Europe  for  making  soap.  It  is  also 
nsed  by  Chinese  iu  the  manufactnre  of  ink.  Season,  from  October  to 
March.    Annual  export,  17,000  tons. 

Gantharides  are  little  used  here,  but  abont  three  and  a  half  tons  are 
exported  annnally;  season,  October  to  March.  Firecrackers  have  an 
output  of  500  tons  yearly.  Japan  is  the  best  cnstomer.  Potash,  200 
tons,  little  of  which  is  exported.  Buffalo  horns  (water),  output  1,500 
tons.  G-allnuts,  yearly  product  350  tons;  large  exports  to  Europe; 
season,  from  August  to  March.  Vegetable  tallow,  annual  output 
6,000  tons;  largely  exported  to  Europe. 

Arsenic  ore  is  ground  by  the  natives  and  nsed  extensively  by  scatter 
ing  it  over  fields  after  harvest,  in  order  to  destroy  insects  and  worms. 
A  solution  is  also  made,  paper  saturated  with  it  and  a  taper  prepared, 
which  is  burned  during  the  day  and  evening  for  the  purpose  of  killing 
and  keeping  away  mosquitoes. 

MINBBAI.  PBODTTCTB. 

The  provinces  along  this  valley  are  rich  in  ores,  but  they  are  guarded 
carefully,  as  a  rule,  from  the  foreigner,  although  there  has  been  con- 
siderable antimony  ore  exported  by  foreigners  daring  the  past  year 
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&om  this  province,  and  a  smaller  amount  from  the  antifoieigu  province 
of  Hnnao. 

Ten  thonsaDd  tons  of  zino  ore  vere  takea  &om  the  mines  in  Honan 
the  past  year.  Galena  is  found  in  abundance  in  Szechnan  province; 
copper  in  Honan,  Honan,  and  Szechnan ;  iron  in  Hapeh  and  Szechnan ; 
coal,  anthracite,  in  Hapeh,  Honan,  and  Szechaan;  coal,  bitnminons, 
Hnpeh,  Honan,  Szechnan,  Gnnan,  and  Kwan^i. 

Kerosene  oil  is  found  in  Szechnan,  and  a  French  STudicate  is 
endeavoring  to  secore  control  of  it.  The  gold  mines  in  Hnuan  prov- 
ince are  being  worked  in  native  style  to  a  small  extent,  specifications 
for  mining  machinery  having  been  sent  the  first  of  this  month. 


The  natives  seem  to  prefer  coal  dast  as  fael  to  lamp  or  hard  coal.  A 
good  quality  of  coal  dust  is  taken  and  mixed  with  one-third  the  amount 
of  clay,  and  sofficient  water  to  make  a  cake  or  ball  about  3  inches  long, 
2  inches  wide,  and  one  inch  and  one-half  thick.  It  is  pat  in  the  sua 
until  dry  and  then  nsed  for  fuel.  It  burns  much  longer  than  the  plain 
coal  and  retains  more  heat.  The  lumps  are  also  used  in  the  hand  stoves 
that  native  women  cany  in  their  wide  sleeves,  and  also  at  night  in 
native  beds,  as  the  people  have  no  stoves  in  their  houses.  Ordinary 
Bofb  coal  sells  here  now  for  10  Mexican  per  ton;  lost  spring,  it  was  13 
Mexican. 


The  tea  season  begins  here  April  15  and  closes  July  16.  Thwe  are 
three  crops  marketed  dnring  that  time.  Buyers  come  here,  when  the 
season  opens,  from  several  European  countries;  one  came  from  the 
United  States  this  year.  The  Bassians  have  almost  a  monopoly  of 
the  trade,  and  have  several  factories  here  for  manufacturing  tablet  and 
brick  tea,  which  is  made  out  of  the  sweepings  and  poorer  quality ._  The 
work  has  to  be  done  daring  the  warm  weather  of  summer  and  aatamn, 
as  the  tea  does  not  mold  properly  in  cold  weather.  The  tea  season  just 
closed  has  been  the  most  snccessful  ever  known.  Prices  were  higher 
than  last  year,  running  from  10  to  iH  taels  per  half  chest  of  tea  (about 
66  pounds  each),  whidi  amounts  to  from  6  to  25  cents,  United  States 
currency,  per  pound,  depending  on  the  rate  of  exchange.  The  amount 
exported  for  1898  was  910,355  lialf  chests,  as  compared  to  788,128  half 
cheats  for  1897.  Uf  the  crop  of  1898,  45,052  half  chests  were  exporttMl 
to  the  United  States. 

HOW  TO   mCBBAB£  TBADB. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  China  is  one  of  the  greatest  markets  now  open 
to  receive  American  goods,  and  the  demand  will  certainly  continue  to 
grow  if  the  trade  is  properly  worked  up.  So  far,  Americans  have  done 
but  little  to  secure  the  trade,  while  England,  Germany,  trance,  Rus- 
sia, and  Japan  have  for  years  been  on  the  alert  to  introduce  their 
goodsinto  every  open  marketof  the  Empire.  They  have  their  firms  and 
experienced  agents  in  every  port.  Ther^  is  no  use  sending  advertise- 
ments in  English;  tbey  are  nsnally  dung  aside  and  not  read. 

Ohtnamen  always  want  to  "look  see,"  and  if  we  wish  to  secure  our 
share  of  the  trade  of  this  country,  there  is  no  better  way  than  to  estab- 
lish museums  in  the  larger  open  ports  and  allow  the  Chinese  to  see 
what  we  have  to  offer  them.  There  should  be  men  in  charge  who  speak 
the  Chinese  language,  to  act  as  commercial  agents. 
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The  vicdrof  at  Wachang,  across  the  river,  who  is  considered  one  of 
the  greatest  men  in  China,  and  certainly  among  the  most  progressive, 
Chang  Chit-Tong,  has  bailt  here  (oat  of  his  own  revenaea)  iron  works, 
arsenals,  and  cotton  mills,  I  know  personally  that  he  voald  be 
pleased  to  have  r,  mnseom  of  American  goods  established  at  this  port 
If  the  mannfactarers  and  merchauts  of  tbe  TJnlted  States  seek  the 
trade  of  Ohina  in  a  systematic  manner,  I  feel  confident  they  will  be 
abnndantly  rewarded,  I  have  received  a  namber  of  letters  of  inqaury 
regarding  commercial  agencies  iu  China,  similar  to  Dan  and  Brad- 
street,  or  bow  to  procure  reliable  information  as  to  the  financial  stand- 
ing 01  baBiness  bonses  in  this  conntry.  At  all  the  larger  open  ports 
there  is  a  foreign  chamber  of  commerce,  which  issoes  weekly  bulletins, 
showing  the  amount,  price,  and  variety  of  merchandise  sold  in  that 
market  during  that  X'^iod.  The  secretary  acts  as  a  commercial  agent 
for  information  for  the  foreign  trade. 

In  the  native  cities,  there  are  guilds  of  every  profusion  and  trade, 
including  beggars  and  thieves,  and  every  one  must  join  a  guild  or  he 
will  not  be  recognized  in  his  line  of  business.  Commercial  guilds  meet 
at  least  once  a  week  and  fix  the  price  of  their  specialties.  These  guilds 
are  in  correspondence  with  similar  organizations  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  and  are  thus  informed  of  the  standing  and  responsibility  of 
business  houses  in  every  city.  When  members  visit  a  city,  they  put  op 
at  the  guildhall  and  are  entertained  there. 

TRASSPOBTATION. 

In  order  to  answer  inquiries  regarding  transportation  &cilitie8  to 
river  ports  on  the  Yangtse,  I  would  state  there  are  six  regular  lines  of 
steamers  plying  between  hero  and  Shanghai  the  year  round,  each  mak- 
ing a  trip  about  every  ten  days.  Foar  of  these  lines  are  English,  one 
Japanese,  and  one  Chinese.  They  all  do  a  large  boBiness,  both  in 
freight  and  passengers,  accommodations  for  foreigners  and  natives 
being  separate.  The  m^ority  of  their  captains  are  citizens  of  the 
TTnited  States,  anA  have  been  running  on  the  river  from  fifteen  to  thirty 
years.  Besides  the  above  lines  of  steamers^  there  are  many  lochers 
(300  to  600  ton  vessels)  and  junks  carrying  mixed  cargoes  between  the 
above  ports.  At  Hankan,  all  goods  intended  for  up-river  ^rts  are 
resbipped.  Three  of  the  above  firms  have  small  steamers  which  make 
weekly  trips  to  Ichang,  400  mile:;  west.  At  Icbang,  goods  and  passen- 
gers are  resbipped  in  Janks  and  house  boats. 

The  railroad  being  built  between  here  and  Pekin  is  progressing 
slovly  in  tbe  band  of  tbe  Belgian  syndicate.  It  is  claimed  that  it  will 
be  completed  in  three  years,  but  that  is  very  doubtful. 

FOBEIGM  ISSTEUCTION. 
At  Fou  Chang,  the  viceroy  has  endeavored  to  establish  a  oniversifrir 
with  foreign  instructors.  There  are  several  departments  but  no  bead, 
each  instructor  deciding  how  bis  department  shall  be  managed.  There 
are  three  German  military  instructors,  one  each  for  the  infantry,  cavalry, 
and  ordnance.  The  branch  of  chemistry  is  presided  over  by  a  com- 
petent Englishman.  The  stodeuts  study  only  one  thing  at  a  time. 
The  missionary  schools  are  doing  effective  work,  and  merchants  and 
others  vho  can  send  their  eons  to  the  former  scbools  i'ree  prefer  to  pay 
t5  a  month  and  send  them  to  the  latter. 


Mr.  Brill  and  his  assistant,  Mr.  Oilmore,  citizens  of  the  TTnited  States 
and  graduates  of  Cornell,  have  come  to  Wu  Chang  daring  tbe  past 


ASIA:   CHIHA. 


1053 


fear,  under  a  three- years'  contnwt  with  the  viceroy,  to  opeu  a  farm  aiid 
introduce  Ameriaan  grains,  trees,  froita,  vines,  etc.  They  have  brought 
with  them  a  large  variety  of  farming  implements  aad  varioas  treea  and 
plants.  Instead  of  being  given  one  or  two  hundred  acres  of  suitable 
ground,  after  several  months  of  waiting,  they  have  been  allotted  6  acres 
ID  the  city  that  have  been  used  as  a  dumping  ground  for  brick,  lime, 
and  mbbisb,  totally  unfit  for  their  use,  and  have  been  informed  they 
van  have  it  for  this  year,  but  that  it  will  be  needed  next  year  for  a  drill 
ground.  Four  coolies  with  a  head  and  second  boss  have  been  put  at 
their  disposal.  They  work  only  when  they  are  watched.  The  Chinese 
seem  to  think  that  if  they  have  experienced  men  at  the  head  of  an 
undertaking,  little  else  is  required. 

Two  match  foctories  have  recently  been  started  here,  though  most  of 
the  matches  come  firom  Japan.'  The  iron  works  are  making  rails  for 
the  Hankau  and  Pekin  Bailroad.  The  outpnt  will  be  small,  and  most 
of  the  rails  used  will  have  to  be  imported.  The  American  and  English 
saperint«ndent8  at  the  works  have  been  replaced  by  Belgians. 

At  the  arsenal,  they  are  making  rapid-flriDg  field  guns  and  Mauser 
rifles  out  of  a  poor  quality  of  steel.  I  was  iuformed  by  the  eaperiutend- 
ent  that  he  had  made  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  manufacturing  these 
rifles,  and  found  it  was  twenty  times  what  they  could  be  purchased  for 
in  Europe.  He  said  it  took  eight  to  ten  Chinese  to  do  the  work  of  one 
foreigner.  As  we  passed  throngh  the  arsenal  at  1  p.  m.,  here  and  there 
a  O^nese  workmen  was  sitting  on  his  stool  fast  asleep,  while  his 
machine  was  nrnaing.  The  coal  used  at  the  works  is  soft,  bituminoas 
slack,  procured  back  of  Wa  Chang.  The  mines  are  not  open  for  pnbUc 
use. 

The  attempt  to  make  coke  at  the  iron  works  was  a  failure,  the  quality 
being  poor.  The  Iron  ore  is  brought  fh)m  60  miles  down  the  river  on 
barges.    The  coke  used  comes  &om  Tientsin. 

The  Japanese  have  recently  secured  a  concession  here,  and  have 
established  a  consulate. 

L.  S.  WiLOOX,  Consul. 

Hamkad,  October  IS,  1898. 


HANKAU  TEA  TEADE  IN  1898. 

ITndOT  date  of  January  12,  1899,  Consal  Wilcox  transmits  from 
Hankau  the  annual  tea  report  of  Messrs.  Evans,  Pugh  &  Co.,  extracts 
firom  which  follow : 

Sappliea  of  Hankau  teas  for  the  past  five  Maeona  have  been  as  follows: 
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aa.m 

L«L 

m,. 

""isrff. 

«8i.7« 
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Sii])pli«a  of  Kewkiuiig  ilistrlct  teaa  have  1>«en ; 


™-«. 

ia»7-98. 

iBM-n. 

"■^S 

n.?ts 

'■*•*« 

%    'is- 

Bi.GI5  1       223,  in 

»a,«n 

Export  flgorea  Btond  m  follow* : 

l-'rOB-                              '     1W8-W. 

««7^. 

IM«T. 

.««^ 

18W-»6l 

ir.Bii"ffi..::::::::::::::::::::;:aSffi 

FtnmdM. 

It  oil,  m 

pMMdt. 

M,Bi)i),m 

17,817,397 

PMBd.. 

U,  TIT,  ISO 
IS.  111.  Ml 

p««d<. 

M,sn.i3a 

1S.9M.WI 

Totol ««.OT1.8»3 

6t,4BT,1M 

ai,80S.300|76,aSi,l» 

M.I»M,W 

To—                                    USB-M. 

IBK-M.         ISM-tT. 

l«^ 

l»M-». 

Pnmdi. 

PoHxti.    ,     r«nif>. 

"■■■•ffl 

T,407,3«l 

F»B>Hb. 

4;K 

Amerio»fiDdC4iMd»^^»SlunKb>l.r....|    t,Un,(ies 

■iS:S 

3,m,87B 

ai,7«l.M7 
8,MMW 

FREiaEiTS. — For  LoadOD  the  Oa%fa  waa  dispatched  with  a  flill  extfuo  on  Jniw  8,  >t 
52a.  6d.  per  ton.  This  rate  via  ConfereDce  steamera  has  been  without  alteration 
throORbout  the  aeason. 

F'or  Kassiii  direct  there  were  5  steamers  for  Odessa  anil  1  for  St.  Peterxborg  which 
londed  on  private  terms,  1)eiag  the  same  nninber  as  lant  ^ear.  For  Tieiiteiu  and 
northern  pcirM  all  ahipments  have  again  gone  forward  by  river  ateamer  with  tran»- 
abipment  at  Shanghai, 


TIENTSIN. 

Tientsin  is  sitnated  at  the  junction  of  the  Hnei  Biver  (Bometimee 
caUed  the  Grand  Canal)  with  the  Peiho  Biver,  in  latitude  39°  3'  55" 
norUi  and  longitnde  117°  3'  55"  eaBt  It  is  distant  tcom  Pekin  by  road 
abont  80  miles.  Formerly,  it  vas  a  military  Btation  only,  bat  toward 
the  end  of  the  seTenteeotb  centnry  became  a  oity  of  great  importance. 
To-day,  it  is  the  home  of  1,000,000  people,  with  an  annual  import  aod 
export  trade  aggregating  U5,000,000  taela'  (¥42,250,000).  In  former 
years,  ateamships  landed  their  passengers  and  cargo  at  the  band  in 
Tientsin,  but  for  three  years  jiast,  the  Peiho  Biver  has  been  nnnavlgable, 
excepting  for  boats  of  very  light  draft,  since  which  time  cargoes  hare 
licen  shifted  to  lighters  at  Tangkn  (mouth  of  the  river)  and  thence 
hauled  to  Tientsin  by  tugs,  a  necessity  that  adds  greatly  to  the  cost  of 
transportation.  At  one  time,  the  volume  of  water  dewing  down  the 
Peiho  was  vast,  but  mauy  canals  have  been  constructed,  causing  the 
river  chanuel  to  become  so  shallow  as  to  create  consternation  among 
shippers  and  property  ovners,  who  supplicated  the  oonsular  body  to 
'*""'*'"'  " — e  means  for  improvement    After  many  meetings  and  mn(± 


devise  » 
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oonsiderataon,  it  waa  determined  to  raise  a  fhnd  of  260,000  taels 
($162,500),  to  be  expended  in  improviiig  the  water  couriie.  Tbe  viceroy 
aesamed  the  responsibility  of  raising  100,000  taels  (165,000)  and  the 
consular  body  the  fnrtlier  snm  of  150,000  taels  ({97,500}  by  means  of  a 
loan  to  be  repaid  oat  of  a  bnnd  or  landing  tax,  levied  by  antbority  of 
the  Prenoh  ajid  English  municipaliCiea — a  scheme  approved  by  the  dip- 
lomatio  body  at  Pekin.  The  money  has  been  secured  and  is  now  in 
bank,  and  the  work  of  improvement  will  commence  Immediately,  and, 
it  is  hoped,  will  be  sucoessfal. 

piPBOTBHBNTS. 

The  growth  of  Tientain  within  the  past  few  years  is  most  astonishing. 
The  mad  holes  and  swamps  of  a  few  years  ago  have  been  filled  in ; 
one,  two,  three,  and  even  four  story  brick  buildings  erected;  streetis 
macadamized,  trees  planted,  gas  works  constrncteid,  and  now  pipes 
(&om  New  York)  for  a  very  elaborate  and  perfect  water  system  are 
being  laid — all  due  to  foreign  enterprise.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Chi- 
nese authorities  have  been  seized  with  the  spirit  of  progress,  and  to 
them  Is  dne  the  building  and  ftirnisbing  of  the  Imperial  Military  Col- 
lege, the  Imperial  UniTeraity,  arsenals  tor  the  mannfactnre  of  guns  and 
ammuaition,  a  mint  for  the  coinage  of  silver,  and  last  bat  not  least,  320 
miles  of  a  splendid  railway.  Machineiy  has  also  been  purchased  for  a 
complete  woolen  mill,  and  many  other  improvements  are  now  under 
consideration. 

THE  IMPBEIAL  IINITBEBITT. 

The  aDlveraity  waa  established  in  1895  by  its  president',  Mr.  C.  I>. 
Teoney  (former  United  States  vice-consul  at  Tientein),  at  the  request 
of  His  Excellency  Sheng  Hsuan,  with  the  advice  and  approval  of  the 
Emperor.  Hia  Excellency  Wu  Ting-fang,  present  Chinese  minister  at 
Washington,  and  Mr.  Ts-ai  Shao-chiu,  members  of  Viceroy  Wang'a 
staff,  were  the  first  directors.  The  university  is  divided  into  three 
departments,  viz,  collegiate,  preparatory,  and  railway.  The  prepara- 
tory course  covers  four  years,  after  which  the  students  enter  the 
collegiate  department,  where  they  remain  another  tbor  yeara.  At 
the  end  of  the  first  year  in  the  collegiate  department,  the  students 
are  drafted  into  special  classes— civil,  mining,  and  mechanical  engi- 
neering, and  law.  Each  special  branch  is  in  charge  of  foreign  pro- 
fessors, assisted  by  Chinese  professors.  The  railway  department 
was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  providing  men  for  subordinate 
positions  ill  the  railway  service — draftsmen,  engineers,  station  mas- 
ters, etc.  The  students  are  admitted  to  the  various  departments  by 
competitive  examinations.  The  government  of  the  university  is  solely 
Id  the  hands  of  the  president  and  directors,  the  former  being  res[ionsl- 
ble  for  the  edncational  work  of  the  institution.  Thirty  stndeuts  in  each 
class  are  supported  by  the  Government  and  are  bound  to  Government 
service  after  their  graduation.  The  present  namber  of  stndents  is  250, 
and  the  annual  expenses  are  60,000  taels  ($39,000),  entirely  borne  by 
the  Government.  The  president  and  four  of  the  five  professors  are  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States. 

THE  IHFBBIAL  UILITABT  COLLBaE. 

This  college  was  established  by  His  Excellency  Li  Hong-Ohang,  the 
viceroy  of  Chihli,  in  the  year  1881.  At  the  beginning,  it  was  simply 
intended  to  give  employment  to  the  German  ofBoers  under  contract 
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vitlL  the  Government,  bat  the  necessity  of  training  men  in  the  arts  of 
varied  the  viceroy  to  memorialize  theTIirone  in  behalf  of  a  permanent 
military  college.  A  suitable  bailding  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  50,000 
toels  (932,500),  and  the  annaal  expense  of  maintenance  is  abont  the 
Bame  amount.  The  students  are  drafted  from  the  different  military 
camps,  and  they  are  supported  by  the  generals  under  whom  they  are 
serving.  After  a  two-years'  course,  they  return  to  their  respective 
commands  as  instructors.  The  school  is  under  the  directorship  of 
Taotai  Yint  Chang,  a  Manchu,  vho  received  his  military  edacation  in 
Germany  and  held  a  commission  of  lientenancy  in  the  Austrian  army. 
All  the  principal  instructors  are  Germans,  ^ost  of  them  being  noncom- 
missioned officers.  The  coarse  of  stady  and  training  is  practically  the 
same  as  pursued  in  most  military  institutions.  The  German  instructors 
do  not  nnderstaud  the  Ohinese  language,  and  give  theii  instruction 
through  interpreters.  Many  of  the  graduates  are  nov  holding  promi- 
nent positions  in  the  army  and  civil  government. 

THE   OHINESE   HIHINC)  OOMPANY. 

This  is  a  commercial  joint-stock  company,  with  headquarters  at 
Tientsin,  The  shareholders  are  private  individnals.  Their  mines  are 
located  at  Tong  Shan,  about  180  miles  north  of  Tientsin,  and  at  IdiiBi. 
The  daily  output  of  coal  is  1,500  tons  at  the  former  and  700  tons  at  the 
latter  place.  They  employ  8,000  to  10,000  men,  the  native  operators 
receiving  an  average  of  20  cents  (Mexican)  per  d.ay.  The  pit  depatJee 
and  overseers  receive  $20  to  $60  (Mexican]  per  month.  There  are  11 
foreigners  employed— -one  Anstrian  and  the  remainder  British  subjects. 
Besides  these,  there  are  5  Hhinese,  educated  in  the  United  States,  2 
having  studied  at  Lehigh  and  Lafayette  Mining  College.  One  is  now 
chief  mining  engineer  at  Linsi  and  the  other  technical  manager  of  the 
Tong  Shan  colliery.  A  third  was  an  undergraduate  of  Yale,  class  of 
1884,  where  he  took  honors  in  the  classics.  He  is  now  the  company's 
chief  secretary.  The  fourth  is  translator,  and  the  fifth  shipping  man- 
ager and  also  chief  secretary  to  the  chief  director.  The  salaries  pud 
foreigners  vary  &om  $1,200  to  $3,500  gold  per  aunum.  The  company 
owns  six  steamers,  which  are  constantly  employed  in  transporting  coal 
to  southern  ports.  This  company  also  owns  and  operates  a  silver  mine 
in  Mongolia,  the  machinery  for  which  was  purchased  irom  Frayer  & 
Chalmers,  of  Chicago.  The  machinery  for  the  coal  mines  was  pnrchased 
in  England  and  Germany. 

THE  IMPEBIAL  OHIIIKSE  BAILWAT, 

This  railway  is  without  donbt  one  of  the  greatest  enterprises  In 
northern  China.  Already,  320  miles  of  road  have  been  constructed  (80 
miles  of  which  are  doable  track)  and  125  are  now  under  construction. 
The  company  has  64  engines  of  Chinese  make,  i  Belgian,  21  American, 
and  38  English.  From  8,000  to  12,000  men  are  constantly  employed,  42 
of  whom  are  foreigners.  They  have  extensive  shops  at  Tong  Shan, 
where  cars  of  all  kinds  are  built.  The  cross-ties  and  bridge  timbers  are 
imported,  principally  irom  Oregon,  although  small  shipments,  far  infe- 
rior in  quality,  are  received  from  Japan.  The  road  is  gradually  being 
extended,  and  ere  long,  will  be  completed  to  S'iuchwang,  one  of  the 
terminal  points  of  the  Bussian  Bailway.  The  traffic  for  the  past  eleven 
months  was  as  follows:  Passengerscarried,  1,216,886;  fireight,  1,870,118 
tons.  The  traffic  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  already,  the  road  is  paying 
handsome  dividends. 


C^.lHH^Ic 
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OOTBBinOiNT  ASSKSAI.B. 


The  GoTemment  has  erected  at  Tientsin  two  arsenals  for  the  maan- 
factore  of  manitiona  of  war  of  every  description — shells,  cartridges, 
torpedoes,  powder,  giin  cotton,  gtms,  etc.  In  1896,  machinery  was 
added  to  one  of  these  arsenals  for  the  purpose  of  coining  silver  dollars, 
half  dollars,  20,  10,  and  5  cent  pieces.  The  coinage  for  1897  aggre- 
gated the  sum  of  $1,176,555.60.  The  vast  machinery  in  these  arsenals 
waspnrchased  in  Eorope,  and  the  superintendent  and  assistants  are 
Engush  subjects.  There  are  2,500  men  constantly  employed  in  the  two 
arsenals. 

TBADB  OF  TIBNT8IN. 

The  foUowiug  comparative  tables  will  give  some  idea  of  the  trade  of 
Tientsin : 

rrineiyal  artiotet  of  imjiart. 


ShtitlngB: 

GrsT(Jto8U«h) piMM. 

Whit*  (SSiltah) do... 

Drills: 

Bngbeli do... 

Amarlcwn do... 

Dntch do,., 

Bbeeaaia-. 

En^tah do... 

HandkerchMtt  (OcnDan) doien. 

CDtlonrun: 

Buallih plonlaa. 

IdSui do... 

LuUun,  voolaD  (Bogllah) do. . . 

T^e*.  BiiBlna  (Gemui) vilne. 

MittabM  (Aattrlui  and  JapumH) gn>«. 

NeadlM  (0«rm>D) M. 

Scroaene 

Te»JteRaMi»:  

Bluk pknil**. 

Briok do... 

Qroen ^ do... 

Cereal* do... 


1, ITS, 150 


et.Dos 

12,  mi 
iin,u7 

1B,S79 


lU.MB 


<H.3T0 

11,  an 

*7T,436 

SM,ffra 

l,Oi)T,«» 
SBT.OOO 
1«,000 


a  1  ptGDl=:133  ponndft. 
(Iron  talue  of  imports  and  export*. 


I>«oripliaD, 

1895. 

ig«e 

Hk.  lailt.  a 
2».BM,7«  K 

a;  Ml,  MO 

1                  WOT. 

Imt»rta: 

mt.lMlM.a 

»,iag.>2« 

T.]2&,U2 

,»«8,Mi  Iso^'mtvn 

,««,gZ2  i  23,337,4M 
,IB6,OW,IJ,000,M* 

It  is  impossible  to  give  the  exact  imports  &om  the  United  States, 
as  more  than  half  of  the  goods  comes  through  Shanghai  and  Hong- 
kong importers,  and  on  arrival  here  is  listed  as  native  imports.  It  is 
safe  to  say,  however,  that  our  trade  is  increasiug  yearly,  and,  if  prop- 
erly managed,  wonid  increase  rapidly.  It  is  unfortunate  that  most 
0  B — VOL  1 07 
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agentB  for  American  prodncts  are  fontieners,  and  even  when  these 
are  Americao,  tbe  clerks  are  nefu-ly  all  foreigners.  If  our  merchants 
wonld  provide  for  sample  warebonses  at  Hongkong,  Shanghai,  and 
Tientsin,  and  send  good,  live,  and  responsible  Americans  to  manage 
the  same,  they  wonld  be  astODished  at  the  increase  in  their  exports. 
The  Germans  are  preparing  to  adopt  this  method,  and,  unless  cheek- 
mated,  will  make  Eud  inroads  on  the  trade  we  now  have.  They  are  also 
getting  ready  to  publish  a  paper  In  the  Ohinese  language  especially  to 
advertise  their  products. 

Again,  onr  manufactnred  goods  are  being  oonstantly  ooonterfelted. 
Fairoanks'a  scales,  Columbia  bicycles,  and  many  other  standard  articles 
are  made  in  Japan  and  shipped  here  for  half  the  price  of  the  genuine 
article.  They  are  equal  to  onr  products  in  name  only.  A  graphopboue 
is  made  in  Germany  and  sold  here  for  the  genuine  Edison.  It  is, 
indeed,  a  very  poor  imitation. 

The  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  under  each 
flag  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 11^97,  is  to  be  found  in  the  follow- 
ing table : 


FUg. 

Wlih«^. 

Inb.]U«V 

Total. 

Mo. 

Tom. 

»0. 

Tom. 

No. 

Ton.. 

^n..™.. 

1 

1 
M 

11 

is 

1 

IE 

38S 

310 

SEnr::.:::::::;:::::::;:;::::::::;;:::::::;:::: 

2 
40 

1.7*2 
1«,1<» 

M.27S 

M7 

m.m 

71 

tzua 

718 

«*BJKO  VHBK^. 

6 

t^ 

3 

1.MI 

3,B8a 

1* 

8.001 

s 

1,061 

17 

Ml 

S30,l>St 

H 

ta.iu 

73S 

•«a,7w 

«^™. 

1 

2».«8« 

S,4U 

sslwo 

n 

1 
330 

fZ 

m 

iao.2iB 

SM 

S07,a2S 

IM 

1M,BIS 

T15 

«H.«22 

'*"™'™»"' 

. 

S,78« 

G 

i.^ 

10 

I.M3 

ToUl 

• 

»,7S« 

10 

>,tis 

IS 

i.9M 

H4 

510.  «0> 

ISO 

1S2.K17 

730 

TrBMTSlN,  July  19,  1898. 


JAUBS  W.  RAOSDiXB,  Oonxtd. 
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DSCLARBD  BZFORTB— CHZHA. 


.»K 

Q<«rt«r 
Docai. 

endlug- 
Uu.Il. 

"jtouSD. 

S>pt.lO. 

T^ 

moT. 

*T.  wo.il 

"■•as 

897.  DO 
30.888.71 

«,07S.«B 
3,841.312.90 

wTii' 

•15.02 

i0.70«.M 
HO,  ML  SO 

uz.3a 
■"iii,MLn 

TeatAmoy  uid  Ponniiaa  0»- 

,^^S 

Ta»  (Formow  Ooiong) 

W70,eiy«3 

2,  m,  048. 98 

CHKroo. 

SOS.  83 
a,BSL81 

28,  ess.  01 

(M.TS 
M,D03:il 

.,.S!:S 

113,374.81 

2S,7TB.35 

I1,1H.W 
S^7E8.U 

*B,  689.02 

a2,K9.a8 

3i.»M.ai 

BO.KK.BO 

MO,  849.  SI 

rucHiu. 

•"StS 

ua,fiOL«e 

j7.soe.tr7 

W.M8.W 

"as 

2*.M 

e84.753.M 

"""'" 

M.^?] 

2.UB.00 

6,063.19 

8,058.33 

l,™.M 

8.sm:»« 

i.  207.00 

30,tf8.45 
*,B07.0« 

iSk.n 

386,470.81 

T^TBU.. 

BIS.  90 

31.B».M 

96,633:30 

lis 

j6.o;b.»2 

s,4ei:ia 

i,ito'.zr 
1,371.  a 

i,<ies.3T 

18,  STB.  00 

2is,m8:m 

u,eit.93 

i:83s.oa 

1TI.90 

'm.*2 

U3.08 

B.62i:fi1 
J,  000.67 

*6.61b!m 

SS.OOT.N 
3,»5.72 

1.9OT.M 
3S,835.B1 

13,768.91 

Z72.W 
32,497.33 

185;  ^48 

107, 181.  IB 
8,031.93 
2,906.28 

103,334.10 

i.8»«;iM.43 

l,tl0.20 

n8;82«:*7 

1.2M.888.0i 

8,174.51 

Sh«.i«'wOQl  

HONGKONG. 

A  carefnl  survey  of  economic  conditions  in  Hongkong  duriiifr  the  first 
half  of  tbe  year  1898  reveals  two  facts:  First,  a  general,  permauent 
increase  of  trade;  second,  uunsaal  activity  in  mercantile  circles,  owing 
to  the  great  demands  made  on  the  local  market  by  the  large  American 
sqnadrou  and  army  on  this  coast.  While  this  second  condition  maybe 
temporary  and  may  carry  with  it  corresponding  depression  in  some 
liaea,  I  predict  that  it  will  be  of  great  ]>ermaiient  benefit  to  American 
exporters.  Nothing  that  conld  have  happened  to  this  coaat  would  be 
of  so  great  a  lieli>  in  the  iutroduction  of  American  goods  into  these 
markets,  as  the  presence  of  so  large  a  body  of  American  consumers  iqc 
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oar  midst.  Onr  forcea  of  occupatioa  have  dooe  more  than  conqner  a 
conntiT;  they  have  made  an  impreaaioa  on  Asiatic  markets  that  can 
never  be  effikced.  When  our  fleet  first  arrived  here  (in  Febmaiy,  1888), 
there  were  a  few  sample  cases  of  American  tinned  milk,  frnits,  meats, 
whisky,  beer,  etc.,  in  the  big  English  and  German  wholesale  booses. 
The  ioiports  &om  America  were  made  up  almost  wholly  of  Califomia 
floor  and  American  kerosene.  To-day,  every  steamer  and  ship  &om 
America  briugs  cargoes  of  American  goods.  While  their  nltimate  des- 
tination is  Manila,  they  are  handled  by  European  firms  here  and  come 
before  the  public  in  such  imposing  quantities  that  first  cariosity  i:i 
aroused  and  demand  follows.  The  great  difllculty  in  the  past  baa  been 
to  get  the  great  body  of  Chinese  consumers  to  sample  oor  manufactures. 
Even  if  this  were  possible,  the  goods  came  over  in  small  conaignmeuts 
and  at  prices  which  were  prohibitive  to  all  but  those  who  could  afford 
to  pay  for  luzuriea.  With  the  inflnx  of  the  Americans  into  Manila, 
American  firms  have  found  it  to  their  advantage  to  send  out  men  to 
study  the  needs  of  this  climate.  Already,  one  hoose  has  been  estab- 
lished in  Hongkong  with  a  branch  at  Manila,  which  is  meeting  with 
gratifying  snocess. 

I  am  informed  that  there  is  a  shipment  of  45,000  bales  of  upland  cot- 
ton from  Texas  on  its  way  here,  wluch  has  been  purchased  by  a  largfe 
Chinese  firm  and  is  laid  down  here  as  cheaply  as  the  Indian  cotton. 
The  trouble  with  the  introduction  of  cotton  hitherto,  has  been  that 
American  producers  have  tried  to  place  on  the  market  the  lowland  cot- 
ton, which  is  too  heavy  a  staple,  besides  being  too  expensive.  Even 
our  opland  cotton  Is  superior  to  the  best  Indian  growth.  The  new 
cottoQ-spiuuiug  mill,  regarding  which  I  wrote  on  January  15,  1898,'  is 
nearing  completion,  and  it  is  hoped  will  be  in  operation  early  in  the 
year.  It  will  create  a  new  market  for  cotton  in  this  colony.  If  our 
upland  cotton  can  coutinoe  to  compete  with  the  Indian  and  Chinese 
growths,  the  demaod  will  be  almost  unlimited,  as  Hongkong  is  the  feeder 
for  three  of  the  richest  provinces  of  soatbern  China,  with  a  population 
of  over  80,000,000  people. 

A  representative  of  a  cotton-spinning  works  in  Connecticut  is  expect- 
ing, in  a  few  days,  to  receive  a  full  line  of  samples  which  were  made 
according  to  specifications  sent  from  here.  He  told  me  that  the  man- 
agers had  never  understood  this  market  before,  and,  now  that  they  did, 
they  would  find  no  difficulty  in  introducing  their  goods.  He  has  also 
solved  a  problem  regarding  which  every  consul  in  the  East  has  been 
reporting  for  the  last  decade — that  is,  that  it  is  impossible  to  obtain 
the  same  prices  for  the  same  quality  of  goods  on  the  Asiatic  coast  that 
you  do  in  America.  Our  merchants  never  seem  to  realize  that  Hong- 
Kong  (the  feeder  of  southern  China)  is  an  absolutely  free  port.  And  that 
goods  manufactured  in  the  United  States  come  trom  a  country  in  which 
a  tariff  prevails.  If  the  American  manutaotnrer  wishes  to  compete  in 
these  markets,  he  must  deduct  from  the  price  of  his  goods  the  extra 
amount  be  usually  adds  on  acconnt  uf  this  protective  tarifl'.  For  instance, 
theremightbeavastmarketon  this  coast  for  American  gnnpowder,if  the 
manufacturer  would  make  it  a  poiut  to  compete  with  the  German  article. 
At  the  request  of  Messrs,  Lauts,  Wegener  &  Oo.  (a  leading  German 
firm),  I  procured  samples  of  gunpowder  from  the  California  Powder 
Works,    After  a  careftil  examination,  tbey  wrote  me  as  follows: 

As  we  ftro  importtug  this  srttole  in  very  large  qoantitlea  trom  QtrmMaj,  these 
samples  wero  natarallr  of  great  inteiest  tons;  and  we  may  B«y  that  the  qnoUt;  of 
thi:>  powilei'  would  liu  very  well  if  it  eoiild  lie  laid  down  hero  at  no  higher  prioa 
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than  the  Genn«n  make.  The  prioea  before  ns,  we  are  tonj  to  u;,  are  too  dear, 
according  to  oar  oalcnhttiou.  WhUe  we  could  bay  the  Oerman  powder  at  a  price 
which  wonld  allow  db  to  sell  the  uudoIu  thiBmuket  at  {3.86  Hozioanperkegof  20 
ponndB,  we  find  that  for  the  qaallt;  marked  "A"  we  Bhonld  want  at  least  ffi.lO  per 
keg  of  twenty  poanda — a  Agoie  which  la,  of  conne,  out  of  the  question. 


l.OOOkeseof  Jiowder,  of  SOpooada,  attSgoldperkeg 92, 000. 00 

trreeon  uoard  t^on  FTanoiNcn,  less 2  percent 40.00 

1,960.00 
Oeightat,  aay,  20s.  per  ton  on  10  tons 60.00 

2,010.00 

Landing .pec  cent..  1 

TelegraiuB  and  brokerage do 1 

Dleooout do 2 

iietum  to  dealeca do 3 

Intereat do 3 

Commtaaion do 5 

Total do....  14-^       28L40 

At  exicbuige  ($1  Hezlcan=45  ooits  United  States),  «5.10  pec  keg.. .  2, 291. 40 

It  would  seem  easy  for  any  Americon  powder  company  to  flgnre  as 
follows ;  *'  We  have  our  plant,  and  have  a  market  in  America  for  all  the 
powder  we  can  tarn  out  by  working  twelve  honrs  a  day.  For  this  pow- 
der we  are  getting  the  eqaivaient  in  America  of  $.^.10  ^ler  keg  of  20 
ponnda.  Now,  we  find  that  by  increasing  our  force  and  working  the 
same  machinery  we  can  afford  to  tnm  out  twice  as  much  gunpowder, 
so  that  we  can  make  a  profit  by  selling  the  surplns  at  two-thirda  the 
cost  of  the  first  outpot.  In  this  way,  we  should  be  able  to  compete 
with  German  gnupowder  in  the  Asiatic  market." 

A  policy  similar  to  this  has  introduced  our  plows  and  wagons  into 
Mexico  and  our  sewing  machines  and  bicycles  into  Asia. 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  American  squadron,  at  least  three  brands  of 
American  beer  have  firmly  establislied  themselves  here  and  oue  brand 
of  whisky.  Canned  meate  and  Anita  have  also  come  to  stay.  Oar 
bicyeles  are  favorites ;  but  as  the  opportonity  of  using  them  is  restricted, 
the  demand  can  never  be  great  or  worthy  of  serious  competition. 
Within  the  last  three  mouths,  the  agent  of  an  American  sewing 
machine  obtained  an  order  for  1,200  machlnea  irom  an  English  firm 
and  at  the  same  time  an  ortler  for  a  considerable  number  of  bicycles, 
which  hie  company  makes  with  the  same  plant  that  it  uses  for  the  sew- 
ing machines.  There  will  be  ftu  increasing  demand  for  cheap  sewing 
machines  among  the  Ohiuese,  and  energetic  neaanres  ought  to  be  taken 
to  control  the  market. 

In  my  report  on  American  batter  and  canned  mtlk,  pnblished  in 
Consular  Beports,  No.  211  (April,  1898),'  I  pointed  out  how  difficult 
it  was  to  get  the  consumers  of  this  market  to  sample  onr  goods,  and 


guB  foe  55  cents  (26  cents  gold),  better  goods  In  every  way  and  one-third  as  chitap. 

Since  the  pablication  of  my  report  this  firm  writes  me  as  follows : 

American  aaparagns  is  selling  steadily.  *  *  '  As  to  qnalitr,  we  ahonld  pnt  the 
American  tinned  article  on  a  par  with  the  English  and  Frencli,  although  it  is,  of 
ooDTse,  cheaper  than  either.    '    •    *    Yon  are  right  in  aayiog  that  Daniah  batter 

>  Also  In  Advance  Sheets,  No.  44  (Febraary  23,  II 
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Ib  the  mo«t  popular  here;  it  is  the  beet  conuuerolaU; — that  is,  rerarding  both  qual- 
ity and  price— and  we  have  tried  all  sonroefl  of  auppl;,  inoloding  America  and 
Aiutialia. 

The  trade  vith  the  Ohinese  is  a  peculiar  one,  reqairing  much 
patience,  tact,  and  perseverance.  Generally  speaking,  the  ulaas  of 
goods  most  in  demand  is  of  a  cheap,  flashy  nature,  commonly  known 
as  Birmingham  wares,  and  those  of  a  kindred  class,  "  made  in  Ger- 
many," JD  imitation.  The  Germans  are  the  sole  importers  of  the 
latter,  and  their  small  commissions  and  methods  of  doing  business 
enable  them  to  compete  keenly  with  the  former.  The  method  of  carryiug 
on  business  is  peculiar  to  the  East.  Credit  of&om  three  to  foar  months 
is  nsoally  given,  but  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  its  observance  is 
ofteiiest  respected  in  the  breach.  In  consequence  of  keen  competition, 
the  agreed  term  is  often  disregarded,  the  Chinaman  taking  delivery 
and  paying  for  his  goods  in  installments  to  suit  his  conveiiience.  In 
spite  of  this,  fi-esh  sales  are  snccessively  made  with  him  on  same  terms, 
until  this  style  of  trading  has  now  become  generally  established.  A 
trade-mark,  or  "chop,"  after  It  has  secured  |)opularity,  is  of  far  more 
imxMrtance  than  the  quality  of  the  article  itself.  A  marketable  article 
bearing  anything  but  a  favored  chop  will  often  prove  ansalable,  almost 
at  any  price,  and  the  Chinese  not  nnfreqaently  use  this  as  a  pretext  for 
depressing  the  market  and  refusing  to  take  delivery  of  orders  when 
the  slightest  shade  or  shadow  of  a  diEference  either  in  size,  color,  or 
design  of  a  chop  can  bedetected.  AH  running  aocoants  between  natives 
are  supposed  to  be  settled  by  Chinese  New  Year,  and  any  failores  m 
this  respect  affect  the  credit  of  the  defaulter.  The  Chinese  are  most 
energetic  collectors  of  all  sums  due  thom  by  Enropeans  before  the  above 
date,  while  outstanding  contracts  on  their  part,  or  deliveries  not  taken, 
are  indifferently  allowed  to  stand  over,  vith  promises  for  early  settle- 
ment. German  houses  grant  these  facilities,  and  others  are  obliged  to 
accept  the  terms  of  the  Chinese  in  order  to  retain  their  patronage,  and 
perhaps  secnre  a  share  of  new  business  during  ttie  incoming  year.  A 
Chinaman  is  most  stolid  and  indifferent,  and  reveuls  little  or  no  fiicJal 
emotion  over  either  a  profit  or  a  loss.  He  seldom  admit.s  a  profit  from 
anything  purchased  of  a  seller,  and  in  cases  where  his  prosjiectiTe 
profit  was  to  have  been  40  per  cent,  and  he  only  realized  half  of  it,  be 
will  lament,  and  if  pressed,  declare  that  he  actually  sustained  a  loss  of 
20  per  cent. 

Jn  the  sale  of  tinned  milk  to  Chinese  (whether  it  be  a  pnrohase  made 
locally  or  the  acceptance  of  his  order),  bis  coolies  are  allowed  to  open 
every  case,  remove  the  wrappers,  carefully  inspect  each  tin,  reject  all 
those  bearing  the  slightest  defacement,  spot,  or  blemish  to  label,  and 
replenish  the  short  cases  with  acceptable  tins.  The  i^ected  ones  they 
decline  to  take,  except  at  greatly  reduced  prices,  and  often  refuse  to 
take  them  at  all,  but  buy  them  later  in  the  auction  room  at  their  own 
prices,  where  the  dealers  combine  and  determine  the  selling  price.  I 
do  not  know  of  such  combinations  existing  anywhere  else.  This  system 
of  picking  over  and  selecting  the  fittest  is  generally  allowed,  and  the 
sale  of  watches,  clocks,  umbrellas,  shoes,  and  in  fact  of  almost  every- 
thing, is  not  exempt  from  this  pernicious  system,  which  the  merohanta 
seem  compelled  to  tolerate,  in  their  anxiety  to  do  business.  In  &ot,  one 
rash  enough  to  hold  out  for  reform  wonld  have  to  at  once  put  up  the 
sfauttera 

The  above  is  cited  as  an  inseparable  condition  of  oommerdal  rela- 
tions  with  Chinese,  and  will  no  doabt  excite  the  corioa^  of  our  tivdes 
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people.  We  know  that  ta^wlue  unioQs  thronghoat  the  UDited  States 
are  powerfhl  aud  inflneatiair  bat  they  listen  to  argnment.  Not  so  in 
China;  in  no  coontry  do  these  iinions,  or  guilds,  as  they  are  called, 
exert  a  more  aatocratic  sway.  Each  branch  of  trade  or  occnpation  U 
represented  by  a  gaild,  snpported  by  contributions  or  taxes  from  its 
votaries.  These  guilds  have  no  recognized  head  or  place  of  meeting, 
their  flat  being  circalated  nnostentatioasly  by  word  of  mouth;  each 
one  passing  on  the  decree  without  comment  or  criticism,  ootil,  as  if  by 
magic,  all  of  its  members  are  found  adhering  nnquestioningly  to  its  die- 
tarn.  As  showing  what  close  concerns  they  are,  it  may  be  mentioned 
that  in  cases  where  their  inflaence  has  proved  sabTersive  of  order  and 

food  government,  the  colouial  government,  with  its  staff  of  police  and 
etectives,  has  never  been  able  to  point  to  their  chiefs  or  to  find  their 
body  in  council.  As  before  mentioned,  a  refdsal  to  comply  with  the 
customary  conditions  of  trade  would  call  fortb  their  action,  the  result 
of  which  would  be  a  complete  taboo  of  the  obstructionist. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  if  one  accepts  their  methods  of 
doing  business  and  grants  long  credits,  that,  generally  speaking,  the 
Chinese  merchant  is  reliable  and  trustworthy,  large  transactions  being 
often  sncoessfally  financed  with  nothing  stronger  as  a  bond  than  his 
word  or  a  book  record  of  the  facts,  written  and  retained  by  the  prin- 
cipal. 

These  foots  about  the  Chinese  should  be  borne  in  mind  by  Ameri- 
can merchants  who  contemplate  trading,  not  only  in  China,  but  in  the 
Philippines,  as  in  the  latter  place  the  Chinese  are  not  only  doing  im- 
portant business,  but  are  controlling  factors. 

There  is  necessarily  very  great  interest  felt  io  the  Philippine  Islands, 
as  the  large  Engli^  firms  in  business  there  have  ofBces  here,  and 
the  bulk  of  the  transshipment  cargo  from  all  European  countries  save 
Spain  goes  through  Hongkong.  In  the  year  1897, 113  ships  entered 
this  port  from  the  Philippine  Islands  (tonnage,  138,000  tons),  carrying 
106,431  tons.  As  a  comparison,  151  ships  entered  the  same  year  from 
Great  Britain  (tonnage  361,178),  carrying  179,087  tons  of  carro  and 
429,609  tons  in  transit.  The  ships  clearing  at  this  port  for  the  Fhilip- 
idnes  were  100  (tonnage,  111,487),  carrying  42,065  tons  of  cargo  and 
16,691  tons  of  banker  coal.  Unring  the  same  period,  109  ships  cleared 
fyr  the  United  States  (tonnage,  224,945)  with  173,020  tons  of  export 
cargo.  Lamke  &  Eogge,  brokers,  in  their  freight  circular  dated  October 
15,  say: 

PhUlpplne  baHineHB  hae  boea  tronskcted,  notwithBtauding  all  ths  difSimltiM  that 
were  stated,  to  have  aHseD,  and  a  nambet  of  boats  hae  been  taken  up  od  tfine-oharter 
temm  at  &Irlf  good  rates. 

The  "difficnlties"  referred  to  are  principally  the  heavy  tarifi'  duties, 
which  make  it  impossible  to  sell  a  certain  class  of  goods  in  Manila  at 
present.  As  an  example,  might  be  mentioned  tbe  return  from  Manila 
of  1,400  dozen  bottles  of  aeratod  waters,  in  consequence  of  the  dnty 
being  prohibitive.  However,  it  is  expected  that  these  difQcnlties  wiU 
soon  adjust  themselves.  At  date  of  writing,  there  is  a  demand  for  sail- 
ing vessels  for  American  ports.  There  are  eight  sailing  vessels  in  port 
at  this  moment,  and  cargo  for  Hew  York  is  accumulating  rapidly. 

Begarding  onr  principal  imports  from  America — kerosene  oil  and 
flour — tiiere  is  a  steady  demand.  During  the  two  weeks  ended  Sep- 
tember 27,  Shewan,  Tomes  &  Co.  report  tbe  arrival  from  tbe  Pacific 
coast  of  seven  steamers,  carrying  527,132  sacks  of  flonr,  at  a  selling 
price  varying  from  11.40  to  $2.35  Mexican  per  sack. 
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For  the  half  yefur  ended  September  30, 1898,  tbe  exports  from  this 
colony  to  the  United  States,  as  invoioed  in  this  consolate,  amouuied  to 
$1,843,016  Mexican.  In  comparison,  the  exports  to  Manila  between  the 
dates  Au^st  18  and  September  30,  as  recorded  in  this  oonsolate, 
amounted  to  the  magnificent  total  of  $1,222,968.  To  arrive  at  a  true 
conception  of  the  vast  Tolnme  of  imports  that  poured  into  Manila 
daring  the  forty-two  days  cited,  it  would  be  necessary  to  multiply  this 
by  two,  to  cover  the  value  of  the  transit  cargoes  that  were  not  invoiced 
in  this  ofBce. 

In  the  harbor-master's  report  for  the  year  1897,  the  total  tonnage  enter- 
ing and  clearing  from  this  port  amounted  to  15,938,174  tone.  There 
were  38,713  arrivals,  of  a  tonnage  of  7,968,606  tons.  Of  this  number, 
4,618  were  steamers,  356  sailing  vessels,  and  28,989  junks. 

The  following  imports  of  the  colony  are  of  interest  to  the  United 
States: 

Floor tone..        85,901 

Cottoayam  and  cotton do.,,        3(^681 

Hemp do...         43,360 

Kerosene: 

Inhnlk do.,.         47,782 

Inoaaea eaaes..  1,689,688 

Load tons..  5,496 

Sugar do...       211,777 

Timber do...         64,863 


All  of  these  itemti  show  an  iiicreatte  over  the  year  1896.  Dnring  the 
^ear  1897,  48  American  vessels  entered  this  port  with  cargoes  and  66 
in  ballast,  while  102  American  vessels  cleared  with  cargoes  and  10  in 
ballast. 

It  can  readily  be  understood  how  difficult  it  is  to  cover  the  entire 
subject  of  imports  and  esportsof  this  colony,  when  the  fact  that  tbisia 
a  free  port,  without  a  custom-house,  is  takeu  into  consideration.  The 
prosperity  of  the  colony  is  rather  reflected  in  the  local  newspapers  and 
the  "market  letters"  and  "share reports"  published  by  local  flnus.  It 
ia  an  interesting  fact  that,  on  acconnt  of  its  geographical  position,  the 
colony  of  Hongkong  benefits  commercially  by  political  upheavals  of 
any  nature  that  occur  on  the  entire  Asiatic  coast.  If  a  rebellion  breaks 
out  in  southern  China,  both  the  rebels  and  the  Glovernmeat  come  to 
Hongkong  for  their  munitions  of  war,  and,  although  the  colonial  gov- 
ernment has  for  tbe  past  year  forbidden  the  export  of  arms,  thousands 
of  Mauser  rifles  have  found  their  way  into  the  rebellious  districts.  The 
numerous  rebellious  in  the  Philippine  Islands  that  have  occurred  in 
previous  years  have  made  big  demands  npou  this  market  for  the  sinews 
of  war.  Our  fleet,  it  is  estimated,  left  in  Hongkong  over  $2,000,000 
gold  during  the  war. 

The  price  of  silver  has  not  varied  greatly  dnring  the  past  two  years, 
its  extremes  ranging  between  46  and  48  cents. 

To  endeavor  to  cover  the  entire  commercial  question  in  Hongkong 
would  entail  a  report  on  southern  China,  the  Philippine  Islands,  For- 
mosa, and  all  adjacent  territory,  and  involve  interests  so  vast  and 
varied  that  tbe  impossibility  of  complying  is  apparent. 

BOUBSETBLLE   WlLDlUIf, 

(hntul-OeneraL 
HONOKOMQ,  October  30, 1898. 
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DBCLABBD   ELXFORTS,  HONOKONG. 


Falua  of  tAc  export*  d 


Artlato. 

QurtH  eodlDg— 

ToUl. 

S.pt.30. 

Dec.  31. 

•S.4M 

5,820 

Mw.31. 

13,  toe 

2. 225 

June  30. 

•5.735 

8,885 

•11,510 

f»a! 

IS 

4.3§0 
14,«6S 

i 

7,1« 
7.9*) 

tIom 

\^. 

291735 

82,780 

15,390 

l,3«l 

iS 

to,  330 
Z.SM 
1.510 

7I.3M 

ILilW 

5«.«0 
15.3TD 
4,870 
B,»0 

23,010 

11,715 
7:030 

10.  uo 
a,  020 

18,270 
33,039 
3  670 
G,55« 

IE 

"A 

'A 

"si 

8,«1S 

is:'* 

21,025 
15,120 

Sims 

M:B2a 

6;  575 

i.ou 

11,««0 
10,510 

■1:SS 

35.550 

'Is 

18,008 

I5:3M 
10.580 

■Sli 

18:980 

718,080 

5«2.«35 

2,072,680 

' 

DUTCH  INDIA.' 

There  lias  not  been  much  change  in  general  trade  sinc«  my  report  of 
last  year,  althoagk  what  there  has  been  was  on  the  whole  in  the  line 
of  improvement. 

Sngar,  the  staple  indaatry  of  Java,  is  in  a  better  condition,  and 

Caters  are  feeling  mach  enconraged.  The  Spanish-American  war 
been  of  benefit  by  entirely  stopping  the  shipments  of  sngar  from 
Cuba  and  the  Philippines.  The  increase  in  price  wonld  have  been  stili 
more  marked,  had  it  not  been  for  the  great  increase  in  production  of 
beet  sugar  both  in  Europe  and  America.  The  Brussels  conference  for 
discussing  tlie  abolition  of  sugar  bounties  caused  pliiuters  \jq  hold  for 
higher  prices,  bat  the  abortive  ending  of  the  said  conference,  due  to 
the  obstinacy  of  France  and  Russia,  forced  them  to  abandon  hope. 
There  was,  however,  no  break  in  prices. 

The  shipments  of  sugar  to  the  United  States  in  1897  were  47,707,221 
kilograms  (105,177,339  pounds)  as  againat  109,753,880  kilograms 
{241,963,417  pounds)  in  1896. 

These  fignres  are  really  not  large  enough,  as  many  cargoes  are 
shipped  to  Port  Said  for  orders,  which  eventually  find  their  way  to  the 
United  States. 

lu  1898,  the  planters  have  done  much  better,  as  the  Qovemment  at 
the  beginning  of  this  year  repealed  the  export  dnty  on  sugar  (see  Con- 
sular Reports,  Ko.  211,  April,  1898,  p.  530).'  It  has  been  calculated 
that  for  the  year  ending  October  15, 1898,  the  world's  production  was 
145,000  tons  less  than  the  year  before.  All  of  which  is  of  some  slight 
comfort  to  planters,  and  they  very  much  need  comfort. 


In  T«plf  to  oiicnlar  of  AngoBt  6, 
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Bat  if  there  have  been  a  few  alLeriatioQe  of  the  misery  of  the  sugar 
planters,  the  same  can  not  be  said  of  the  coffee  planters.  They  are,  in 
truth,  in  a  wretched  condition,  and  in  their  case,  the  fanlt  is  laid  at 
the  door  of  Brazilian  coffee,  which  has  lately  so  declined  iu  price  as  t4} 
rain  the  market  io  America  and  in  Europe  for  Java  and  other  finer 
coffees.  The  GoverDment  still  cultivates  coffee,  but  owing  to  attempts 
to  cut  down  GspenseB  and  diseases  of  the  plant,  the  word  "Govem- 
ment  coffee"  does  not  carry  the  same  prestige  in  regard  to  quality  as 
formerly. 

To  add  insult  to  it^ury,  there  was  actually  some  Brazilian  coffee 
imported  this  year  in  competition  with  local  coffee.  Fortunately,  the 
experiment  was  a  failure,  but  if  prices  go  much  lower,  no  one  can  feel 
sure  that  it  will  not  be  tried  again. 

Liberian  coffee  is  grown  very  considerably,  but  it  is  a  distinctly 
coarser  grade  and  will  never  attain  the  popularity  of  real  Java  coffee. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  planters  are  responsible  for  much  of 
their  present  distress.  The  stormhas  been  brewiugformaDyyear8,bat 
instead  of  taking  warning  and  cutting  down  expenses,  accumulating 
reserves,  and  generally  preparing  for  possible  hard  times,  they  went  on 
in  their  old  scale  of  magniflcent^e,  and  paid  big  salaries  and  big  dividends 
as  if  both  must  last  forever.  The  consequence  is  that  they  are  caught 
unprepared  and  there  is  much  distress.  \f  any  estates  are  being  offered 
for  sale  at  a  sacrifice,  and  planters  of  long  standing  and  experience  ai-e 
turning  their  attention  to  other  things.  They  try  to  hope  for  better 
times,  but  with  the  increased  exploration  of  Africa  and  South  America 
and  consequent  opening  up  of  new  cofi'ee  land,  I  fail  to  see  how  any- 
thing short  of  a  sudden  and  total  annihilation  of  Brazil  can  help  them. 

The  exports  of  Java  coffee  to  the  United  States  for  1897  were  5,065,547 
kilograms  (11,167,515  pounds)  as  against  4,414,866  kilograms  (9,733,014 
pounds)  in  1896.  As  in  the  case  of  sugar,  the  real  figures  are  larg^, 
as  much  coffee  is  shipped  to  Fort  Said  for  orders. 

Tea  is  doing  very  well,  but  none  was  imported  into  the  United  States 
last  year. 

Quinine  and  cinchona  bark  are  very  prosperous,  and  flrom  time  to 
time,  shipments  are  made  to  the  United  States  direct.  (See  my  report 
on  quinine,  Advance  Sheets  Consular  Reports,  Ko.  204,  August  27, 
189S.')  Up  to  date  during  this  year,  there  have  been  shipped  direct  to 
America  88,100  ounces  of  sulphate  of  quinine. 

I  want  to  reiterate  and  emphasize  what  I  said  in  my  report  above 
referred  to,  as  to  the  great  advantage  it  would  be  to  the  Ameifican 
trade  to  import  their  quinine  direct  from  here,  instead  of  having  to  pay 
the  fancy  prices  of  the  European  trust,  as  they  now  do.  Java  is  trying 
to  break  the  trust  and  should  be  enconraged,  especially  as  success  is 
probable  if  not  already  assured. 

For  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a  shortage  in  the  world's  pro- 
dnction  of  quinine,  and  the  deficit  has  been  aopplied  from  old  stocks. 
When  these  stocks  are  used  up,  as  tbey  soon  will  be,  there  will  be  a 
crisis  Id  the  quinine  market.  Java  will  then  control  the  world,  as  it 
produces  already  three-fourths  of  the  entire  output  of  cinchona  bark. 
The  Government  cultivates  the  bark  to  some  extent,  and  last  year, 
made  J38,.W0  from  the  enterprise.  It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  pri- 
vate enterprise  will  take  bold  of  the  indnstry  more  than  ever,  especially 
now  that  coffee  has  ceased  to  pay.  Mnch  of  the  coffee  land  is  perfect^ 
suitable  for  cinchona. 

■Also  ConanUr  Beports,  No.  Sit,  October,  J8M. 
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t  bare  reported  several  times  in  detail  oonceming  the  petroleum 
sitoation  here,  and  therefore  Till  give  hat  a  brief  rtisum^. 

The  sitaation,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Sumatra  oil  wells,  is  very 
disquieting.  Improvident  management,  lack  of  capita^  and  declining 
oil  supply  are  worrying  the  stockholders  of  the  Dntch  companies,  and 
no  one  is  willing  to  resort  to  the  only  remedy — the  introduction  of 
American  capital,  enterprise,  and  skill. 

The  history  of  Sumatra  petroleum  is  almost  word  for  word  the  same 
as  that  of  Java  coffee. 

When  oil  was  flrst  found,  companies  were  hastily  formed,  one  or  two 
Americans  hired  to  show  them  bow  to  work,  and  an  extraordinary 
period  of  high  salaries,  high  dividends,  and  high  talk  set  in.  The  divi- 
dends in  some  oases  were  considerably  over  100  per  cent,  and  every 
cent  of  profit  was  at  once  paid  out  to  stockholders,  without  an  idea  of 
forming  a  reserve  for  the  future  boring  of  new  wells. 

N'ow  that  the  old  wells  are  beginning  to  give  out,  there  is  no  money 
to  bore  new  wells  and  the  companies,  notably  the  "Mocara  Enim" 
(see  my  report.  Consular  Eeporte,  S'o.  214,  July,  1898,  p.  380}',  are 
threatened  with  forfeiture  of  their  concessions  if  they  borrow  foreign 
capital  or  employ  foreign  help,  and  that  in  spite  of  the  &ct  that  no 
others  but  Amencans  are  capable  of  doing  the  necessary  work.  The 
Government  is  watching  the  Dutch  companies  being  slowly  ruined, 
sooner  than  abandon  what  it  considers  its  patriotic  policy. 

How  long  this  will  last  remains  to  be  seen,  but  there  is  much  influ- 
ence and  capital  ou  the  side  of  the  oil  companies,  and  it  looks  as  if  their 
arguments  must  eventually  have  some  effect  on  the  Government. 

In  any  case,  I  think  it  is  safe  to  say  that  we  shall  see  American  capi- 
tal in  Sumatra  and  Borneo  very  soon,  and  a  new  era  of  prosperity  and 
progress  wiU  open  for  Dutch  India. 

There  is  undoubtedly  a  large  extent  of  unexplored  oil  laiidin  Sumatra, 
£orueo,  and  Java,  and  in  progressive  aud  enlightened  bands,  the  results 
would  be  remarkable. 

The  importation  of  American  oil  for  1897  was  68,063,305  liters 
(17,968,713  gallODS),  as  against  61,721,213  liters  (16,294,400  gallons)  in 
1896. 

The  importation  of  Russian  oil  for  1897  was  24,310,926  liters  (6,418,084 
gallons)  as  against  25,136,787  liters  (6,636,112  gallons)  for  1896,  showing 
an  increase  of  6,342,092  liters  (1,674,313  gallons)  fbr  the  American  oil, 
and  a  decrease  of  825,861  liters  (218,028  gallons)  for  Bnssian  oil.  There 
was  exported  in  1897  a  total  of  163,539,196  liters  (43,171,708  gallons)  of 
Netherlands-India  petroleum  (practically  all  from  Sumatra)  as  against 
48,712,638  Uters  (12,800,136  gallons)  in  1896,  an  increase  for  the  year  of 
1 14,816,558  liters  (30,311,572  gallons).  It  is  pretty  well  understood  that 
this  year  will  show  a  great  f^ng  off  in  the  exportation  of  Sumatra  oil, 
owing  to  the  giving  out  of  many  of  the  wells. 

The  Standard  Oil  Oompany  is  still  struggling  for  the  supremacy  of 
the  oil  market  in  the  East,  aud  is  reported  to  have  been  doing  business 
at  a  loss,  in  order  to  control  the  prices  by  breaking  down  opposition. 
Hitherto  their  efforts  have  been  looked  upon  as  hopeless,  but  if  the  wells 
in  Sumatra  continue  to  give  out,  and  the  Dutch  Government  insists  on 
its  present  policy,  the  success  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  is  certain, 
as  the  Bossian  oU  will  soon  cease  to  he  a  factor.    I  am  watcliiag  the 
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sitnation  very  cloBely,  and  shall  report  from  time  to  time  as  new  devel- 
opments arise,  as  I  have  doue  in  the  past.' 


For  the  last  twelve  months,  the  great  excitement  here  has  been  the 
boom  in  mining  shares,  which  was  at  its  height  last  Christmas,  and 
which,  while  it  lasted,  eansed  a  large  amount  of  mone;  to  change  hands. 

It  started  by  a  few  discoveries  of  gold  in  Celebes,  at  or  near  a  town 
called  Oorontalo,  on  the  north  coast  of  that  island.  Without  stopping 
to  inquire  abont  the  nature  of  the  country  and  the  conditions  that 
would  have  to  be  &ced,  everyone  joined  in  a  general  rush  for  con- 
cessions, and  when  these  were  obtained,  formed  companies  and  sold 
stock  in  Batavia  and  Amsterdam  at  enormous  premiums.  Buch  pro- 
portions did  the  craze  attain  that  I  know  actually  of  cases  where  stock 
of  new  companies  was  Relling  at  a  big  preminm  before  the  concession 
had  been  obtained,  or  the  ground  properly  prospected.  Every  yoang 
clerk  and  small  employee  was  dabbling  in  mining  shares. 

Finally,  it  occurred  to  some  one  that  it  might  be  a  good  idea  to  wait 
and  see  if  there  really  was  any  gold  in  Oelel^,  and  at  once  the  babble 
bnrst,  causing  great  losses.  Shares  that  were  selling  at  hundreds  of 
dollars  preminm  are  now  almost  given  away.  But  it  must  not  be 
inferred  that  there  ia  no  gold  in  Celebes,  or  that  large  protlts  may  not 
be  made  eveutnally.  There  undoubtedly  is  great  mineral  wealth,  but 
whether  it  can  be  extracted  with  profit  is  another  question.  The  diffi- 
colties  to  contend  with  are  enormous.  The  country  is  the  wildest  kind 
of  forest  and  jungle,  the  clearing  of  which  is  terribly  expensive.  The 
elimate  is  deadly,  all  supplies  have  to  be  transiwrted  from  a  great  dis- 
tance, and  labor  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain.  So  it  is  pretty  certain 
that  many  of  the  smaller  companies  will  never  get  enough  money  even 
to  break  ground.  Many  companies  have  not  as  yet  even  prospected. 
Still,  the  Bnteh  pretend  to  be  hopeful  and  claim  they  will  conquer  aJI 
difficnltieB. 

There  are  a  few  American  engineers  there,  under  six  months'  con- 
tracts, at  large  salaries,  but  it  is  doubted  whether  foreigners  will  be 
permitted  much  longer. 

By  way  of  encouraging  (t)  these  anfortonate  ventures,  the  Govem- 
ment  is  now  going  to  impose  heavy  taxes,  which  in  the  event  of  any  of 
the  compauies  clearing  profits,  will  absorb  them  completely. 


The  year  1897  can  not  be  said  to  be  very  encouraging  for  American 
trade.  True,  there  is  a  gain  in  imports  of  i2li8,d81  over  189ti,  but  in  a 
large  colony  like  this,  that  is  not  muob  to  boast  of.  While  trade  here 
has  certain  drawbacks,  there  is  a  good,  steady  market  for  many  lines  of 
goods,  and  Americans  are  not  as  enterprising  as  they  should  be. 

I  do  not  see  nearly  as  many  American  traveling  representatives  here 
as  I  would  like.  I  want  to  emphasize  the  fhot  that  when  they  do  come, 
they  are  invariably  successful. 

I  must  repeat  the  uselessnesa  of  sending  oircnlars  and  catalogues 
in  English,  and  writing  Aitile  letters  to  me  asking  me  to  hand  them  to 
reliable  firms.  People  here  are  very  conservative,  and  it  ia  hard  to 
make  tbem  buy  a  new  line  of  goods  m  any  case;  it  certainly  can  not 
be  done  by  a  letter  and  catalogne.  If  individual  firms  can  not  afford  to 
send  a  man  to  make  arrangements  for  business,  I  would  suggest  that  a 
namber  of  firms  representing  dlfiTereut  kinds  of  businees  oombine  wd 


ASIA:   DUTCH  INDIA.  1069 

send  someone.  I  am  positive,  and  many  here  are  of  my  opiuion,  that 
an  Americau  showroom  would  pay  bandaomely. 

I  think  that  there  is  a  good  market  here  for  all  kinds  of  canned  goods; 
there  has  been  a  gratiiying  increase  in  their  importation,  but  there  is 
room  for  improvement.  Machinery  shoald  do  mnch  better:  with  the 
petroleam  and  mining  companies  ordering  new  material  all  the  time, 
there  is  a  great  cbance  for  oar  machinery.  1  have  done  my  best  to 
introduce  it  to  one  or  two  of  the  large  companies,  bat  the  results  are 
not  what  they  shoald  be,  and  cheap  German  machinery  is  finding  a 
market. 

The  imports  of  resin  have  increased ;  also  of  steel  rails  and  materials 
for  electrio  railroads  and  telephones. 

Id  cotton  goods,  it  is  alamentable  fact  that  the  imports  for  1897  were 
nil ;  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  this  ia  one  of  the  greatest  piece-goods 
markets  in  the  Kast,  and  considered  one  of  the  best  fields  for  Manches- 
ter goods.  Where  is  that  proud  boast  that  Fall  Biver  mills  van  nnder- 
sell  the  world?  Why  do  we  see  them  shntting  down  on  account  of 
overproduction,  when  here  is  a  market  open  to  themf  The  competi- 
tion would  undoubtedly  be  keen  at  first,  but  1  am  convinced  that  if 
Manchester  firms  can  make  fortunes  here,  the  same  conld  be  done  by  onr 
people,  with  care  and  shren-d  business  methods.  In  any  case,  it  would 
seem  worth  while  to  make  the  attempt. 

Importations  of  American  flour,  which  at  one  time  were  qnite 
encouraging,  fell  oCT  lamentably  during  1897,  but  I  nnderstand  that 
this  year  things  are  looking  better,  and  that  a  certain  amount  is  com- 
ing in  via  Hougkong.  There  is  no  reason  in  the  world  why  oar  flour 
can  not  compete  with  the  Hungarian  and  Australian  products,  which 
are  no  better,  if  aa  good,  and  no  cheaper.  Theonly  thing  is  that  great 
care  must  be  taken  in  shipping  to  this  climate,  as  the  fionr  turns  eour 
very  quickly.  In  fact,  with  the  greatest  precautions,  bread  in  Java  is 
sour  stuff  at  best. 

Our  carriages  and  bicycles  shoald  find  a  steady  sale  here.  A  few 
come  in  from  time  to  time,  but  nothing  like  to  the  extent  they  should. 
The  roads  here  are  excellent,  and  our  Americau  buggy  would  be  an 
ideal  vehicle,  I  have  not  seen  more  than  two  in  Batavia,  though  I 
understand  there  are  more  at  the  other  end  of  the  island,  imported  by 
the  Lidgerwood  Manufacturing  (Joiiipany  (an  American  house)  at 
Scerabaya. 

At  present,  the  carriages  here  are  Austrian  and  German,  very  heavy 
and  clumsily  made,  and  not  always  cheap.  They  do  not  compare  with 
ours  in  qnality,  lightness,  or  finish,  and  I  feel  enre  we  could  undersell 
them. 

I  have  recently  reported  in  regard  to  bicycles,'  and  I  will  only  repeat 
that  there  is  a  good,  steady  market  for  a  good,  medium-grade  wheel. 
One  American  bicycle  concern  sent  a  man  here  to  make  arrangements 
for  handling  the  agency.  He  had  ^eat  success,  and  sold  several  hun- 
dred bicycles  before  he  left  Java.  He  also  succeeded  in  making  advan- 
tageous financial  arrangements,  which  is  the  most  essential  thing  here, 
and  which  can  not  be  done  as  satisfactorily  by  correspondence. 

The  roads  here  are  good,  and  in  spite  of  the  climate,  bicycling  is 
very  popular.  It  is  becoming  especially  so  among  the  Chinese,  and 
among  this  class,  I  think,  is  the  greatest  hope  of  a  good  market  for 
American  vheela.  But  because  they  happen  to  be  catering  to  China- 
men, it  must  not  be  inferred  by  our  manufacturers  that  they  can  palm 
off  any  old  thing.    There  are  no  people  more  liberal  in  some  ways  than 
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the  Chinese,  bat  they  must  have  their  money's  vorth,  and  are  keen  to 
detect  any  flaw  in  the  quality  of  an  article.  They  are  already  inclined 
to  prefer  American  wheela  to  English  wheels,  on  aocoont  of  their  light- 
ness and  soperior  finish.. 

There  are,  I  regret  to  say,  some  poor  American  wheels  here,  which 
for  a  time  gave  oiir  bicycles  a  bad  name;  hot  lately,  some  of  better 
quality  have  arrived,  and  I  am  in  hopes  that  American  wheela  will  soon 
supersede  the  English.  There  are  a  lot  of  wretched  German  wheels 
here  which  find  a  good  sale  among  the  poorer  Chinese  and  half-castes, 
hnt  as  the  people  have  more  experience  in  bicycling,  they  will  learu 
that  cheap  wheels  do  not  pay  in  the  long  ran,  especially  where  it  is 
hard  to  have  them  well  repaired;  tiiis  is  impossible  upcoantry. 

(ILOCKB  Am>  WATCHES. 

A  much  better  busiuees  might  be  done  here  in  clocks  and  watches, 
which  shonid  be  of  a  cheap  j^ade,  as  the  market  for  expensive  jewelry 
is  very  small.  Cheap  Waltham  and  Watorbury  watches  woald  have  a 
great  saccess  here  if  properly  bandied,  especially  among  the  Chinese, 
Arabs,  and  natives. 

LIQUORS. 

American  whisky  it  ia  almost  nseless  to  send,  as  no  one  likes  it,  the 
Scotch  whisky,  in  spite  of  its  smoky  taste,  being  preferred. 

There  is  one  German  firm  which  imports  some  rye  whisky  for  the 
bcDcflt  of  the  few  Americans,  bat  it  is  not  sold  to  anyone  else. 

American  bottled  beer  onght  to  sell  well,  as  the  beer  sold  here  is 
infomoas.  I  have  seen  some  of  onr  beer,  bat  it  is  not  pushed  vigorously 
enough  to  make  it  known.  Those  here  who  have  tasted  it  like  it  very 
mnch. 

There  Is  one  firm  that  has  been  importing  considerable  California 
wine,  not,  I  believe,  with  very  marked  saccess,  bat  this  is  due  to  lack  of 
enterprise  in  ptishuig  and  advertising  the  goods  rather  than  to  any 
other  reason.  I  have  tasted  the  wine,  and  find  it  very  good;  far  better 
and  also  cheaper  than  most  of  the  very  inferior  French  claret  imported, 
I  think  as  it  comes  to  be  known  by  the  people  here,  who  are  incredibly 
slow  and  conservative,  it  will  increase  in  popularity. 

RAILWAYS, 

Another  line  in  which  Americans  have  been  very  backward  is  cod- 
strnction  work.  There  have  been  lately  many  miles  of  tramway  and 
electric  railroads  built  and  many  more  projected,  and  it  seems  strange 
that  all  the  contracts  sfaoald  be  held  by  Germans  and  DntehmeD. 
There  is  an  electric  railroad  being  built  in  Batavia,  much  of  the  material 
for  which  is  American,  bnt  tbe  contract  is  in  tbe  hands  of  Dutchmen, 
and  the  rails  are  German.  Several  more  electrio  railroads  will  soon 
be  authorized,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  Amerioau  capital  onght  to 
be  here  bidding  on  tbe  contracts.  They  would  build  far  qaioker  than 
any  of  the  Duteh  compaoiea,  and  in  that  respect  alme,  wonid  give 
satisfaction. 

In  a  general  way,  I  think  I  have  shown  that  there  aro  many  oppor- 
tunities tor  American  trade  which  have  been  hitherto  neglected,  but 
which,  if  followed  ap  intelligently,  would  yield  very  satiafactory  resolts. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

Shipping  facilities  are  good,  the  best  and  cheapest  being  via  Liver- 
pool or  London,  thence  direct  to  Batavia. 
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I  do  not  reoommead  sbipping  via  HoIIaod  or  Singapore,  as  it  is  apt 
to  be  coDsiderably  more  expenaive  on  account  of  the  cost  of  trannnhip. 
ment  at  those  places. 

From  San  Francisco,  shipments  are  made  to  Hongkong,  thurico  to 
Batavia  or  Scerabaya. 

The  time  of  transit  for  goods  between  Feir  York  and  Batavia,  allow- 
ing liberally  for  transshipment,  is  abont  two  months. 

The  best  freight  line  from  Ijiverpool  is  the  Ocean  Steamship  Company 
( Blae  Funnel  Line) ;  from  London,  the  Qoeensland  Royal  Mail. 

BAKK8,   CUBBEKCY,  ETC. 

There  are  numerous  banks,  both  Dutch  and  English,  all  of  which  buy 
and  sell  exchange  on  Loudon  and  I4ew  York  at  reasonable  nites. 

There  are  also  many  reputable  and  well-established  flrins  here  of 
every  nationality,  who  are  thoroughly  to  be  relied  on  for  business  cor- 
respondence, although  their  methods  are  slow  and  not  at  all  up  to  date 
from  the  American  standpoint. 

The  main  drawback  to  trade  is  the  long  credits,  which  are  customary ; 
but  if  a  certain  line  of  goods  once  becomes  really  popular,  and  the 
people  most  have  it,  that  difficulty  can  often  be  very  considerably 
obviated.  I  know  of  two  instances  where  American  firms,  by  making 
a  little  effort,  succeeded  in  making  very  satisfactory  financlHl  arrange- 
ments, and,  in  any  case,  they  should  always  tiy  what  tiiey  can  do 
before  condemning  this  place  as  impossible  to  do  bnsineas  with. 

European  houses  make  large  fortunes  here,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  Americans  should  not. 

Thecnrrency  of  iN^etherlands-Indiais  still  the  guilder,  as  in  Holland, 
par  valne  to.402  in  our  gold.  It  is  divided  into  100  cents  (Dutch). 
The  standard  is  the  single  gold  one,  as  in  Holland,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Japan,  this  is  the  only  gold-standard  conntry  east  of  Saez,  all 
the  others  being  on  a  silver  basis.  So  Dutch  gold  is  actually  seen  in 
circulation,  as  all  the  cnrrenoy  over  2^  guilders  is  in  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  Java,  which  is  the  national  bank  of  issue  for  Netherlands- 
India;  bat  gold  will  always  be  paid  out  on  demand  at  the  bank,  in 
exchange  for  its  notes. 

The  tractioDal  currency  is  the  same  as  in  Holland  down,  to  and  inolnd- 
ing  the  balf-gnilder  pieces;  below  that,  the  coins  are  minted  especially 
for  Netherlands  India,  the  inscriptions  on  the  face  being  in  Dutch  and 
on  the  back  in  Malay. 

On  account  of  the  low  price  of  silver,  the  dollar  and  guilder  are  only 
worth  intrinsicatty  half  their  face  valne,  and  hence  counterfeiting  is 
carried  on  to  a  great  extent.  The  culprits  are  all  Chinamen,  who  have 
their  headquarters  in  Singapore.  Of  late,  the  custom  has  possibly  been 
a  little  less  prevalent,  bnt  it  is  still  a  cause  of  great  loss  to  the  colony. 
Kecently,  some  of  the  counterfeit  coin  has  been  shipped  to  Holland. 

The  chief  remedy  advocated  is  to  suppress  the  silver  dollars  and 
guilders  and  replace  them  by  paper,  thus  leaving  only  the  small  frac- 
tional currency,  which  it  is  worth  no  one's  while  to  counterfeit.  Some- 
thing must  be  done  soon,  as  serious  losses  will  result,  not  only  here  but 
iu  Holland. 

The  average  rates  of  exchange  are :  Holland,  about  par ;  England,  12 
florins  to  the  pound;  France,  210  ft-ancs  to  the  100  guilders;  Germany, 
69  guilders  to  the  100  marks;  Austria,  99  florins  to  the  100  guilders; 
United  States,  2.4.'>  guildeis  to  tliedoilAT,  gold;  Singapore, Hongkong, 
and  Amoy,  1.19  guilders  to  the  Mexican  dollar. 


COMUEBClAli  BELATIONS. 


XABIFP,  ETO. 


There  are  no  ehanges  in  cnatoms  or  tariff  laws  or  regulations  since 
the  reports  1  sent  last  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  export  dnty  on 
eagar  having  been  repealed. 

Ko  special  marks  are  needed  on  goods. 

HABBOB  FA.OILITI^,   TAXES,  ETC. 

Harbor  facilities  are  good,  the  harbor  for  Batavia  being  at  Tanjong 
Friok,  10  miles  from  here,  where  ships  come  right  up  alongside  the 
wharf. 

Docks  and  warehoasea  are  excellent. 

I  inclose  a  statement  of  shipping  for  1897  and  1898,  compiled  by  J. 
Daendels  &  Go. 

There  are  no  passport  regnlations  here,  bnt  everyone  coming  has  to 
report  to  the  anthorities  and  secnre  a  permit  (cost  60  cents)  to  sojoam 
or  travel  in  ]^etherlands-India,  It  is  a  m^e  formality,  and  never 
refused. 

Oommercial  travelers  are  not  hindered  or  taxed  in  any  way,  but  after 
a  six  months'  stay,  they  are  liable  to  military  duty  in  the  militia,  as 
everyone  else. 

Coasting  trade  and  trade  between  porta  here  and  in  Holland  is  only 
allowed  to  ships  flyiog  the  Datch  flag.  The  regulations  are,  in  &ot, 
very  similar  to  onr  own  coastwise  shipping  laws;  otherwise  there  is  no 
discrimination  against  foreign  ships. 

POSTAIi    BATES. 

The  postal  rates  are:  Domestic:  Letters,  10  cents  Dutch  (1  cents) 
for  15  grams  (one-half  ounce) ;  papers  and  books,  2  cents  (0.8  cent) 
for  60  grams  (1|  ounces).  Foreign :  Letters,  26  cents  (10  cents)  tbr  15 
grams  (one- half  ounce) ;  papers  and  hooks,  5  cents  (2  cents)  for  60  grams 
(ISounees). 

To  the  Straits  Settlements,  12^  cents  Dutch  (6  cents)  for  15  grams 
(one-half  ounce)  for  letters). 

To  Holland,  letters,  15  cents  (6  cents)  for  15  grams.  For  newspa- 
pers, same  as  foreign. 

The  Postal  Savings  Bank,  which  was  stated  Joly  1  of  this  year,  and 
concerning  which  I  reported  September  S,'  has  been  a  greak  socoeas. 
I  have  before  me  the  result  of  the  second  and  third  months'  operations, 
and  the  increase  is  very  marked. 

At  preseiit,  the  natives  do  not  nse  it  as  much  as  the  half-castes  and 
poorer  Europeans,  but  they  are  gradually  acquiring  confidence  in  it, 
and  will  in  tmie  represent  the  m^ority  of  depositors. 

FINAHCBS. 

The  finances  of  the  colony  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition. The  budget  of  the  year  shows  a  deficit  of  913,000,000  guilders 
(96,226,000). 

To  meet  this,  it  is  proposed  to  increase  the  excise  duty  on  petroleum 
and  matches.  These  excise  duties  are  at  present  80  cents  (United 
States)  per  hectoliter  (26.418  gallons),  and  16  cents  (United  St^«s)  per 
144  boxes,  respectively.  Additions  to  the  import  dnty,  if  foreign,  of 
10  ceuts  (United  States)  per  hectoliter  and  6  per  cent  ad  valorem, 
respectively,  are  made. 

Although  the  amount  of  the  increase  has  not  been  decided  on,  the 

'  See  Advance  sheets.  No.  268,  Novenib«i8,CoiuiiluEeportB,  No.  218,  Deoember,  1896, 
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very  anggestion  bos  aroused  fcrdmendons  opposition,  and  unmeroiLS  meet- 
inga  by  the  Tarioos  cbambers  of  commerce  m  the  colony  have  been  held 
to  protest,  Inasmach  as  there  are  no  Totes  to  be  had  here,  the  ohaaoes 
are  the  Government  will  ignore  the  protestB,  especially  as  the  last 
attempt  to  float  an  Indian  loan  in  Holland  was  a  failnrerand  the  money 
must  be  had  somehow. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  levy  import  and  export  daties  in  Great-At^eh 
on  the  north  coast  of  Snmatra,  and  with  these  two  measores,  it  is  hoped 
the  deficit  will  be  bridged.  This  is,  however,  very  doabtfnl,  especially 
if  the  namerons  projected  public  works  are  to  be  carried  oat. 

Railroad  constrnclion  is  proceeding  slowly.  The  Eastern  Bailroad  is 
being  gradnally  extended  ^ong  the  north  coast  toward  Gheribon,  where 
it  will  connect  with  a  steam  tramway  to  Samarang  and  Joana.  ^o  one 
knows  when  it  will  be  completed.  A  railroad  is  also  being  bnilt  west- 
ward to  Bantam,  Serang,  and  Aojer.  It  is  nominally  due  to  be  finished 
next  year,  bnt  if  it  is  done  two  years  from  now,  I  shall  be  surprised. 

In  ennmerating  public  works,  I  should  also  mention  the  new  harbor 
and  docks  at  Sonrabaya.  When  they  are  built,  Sourabaya  will  rival 
Batavia  as  a  harbor. 

As  has  been  the  case  for  the  past  twenty-five  years,  the  great  source 
of  expense  which  tarns  surpluses  into  deficits  is  the  never-ending  war 
in  Sumatra.  Exaspmvted  by  long-continued  failure,  the  Oovemor- 
Oeneral  of  India  determined  last  winter  to  make  a  master  stroke,  send  as 
many  troops  there  as  possible,  and  ^ve  the  various  tribes  no  peace  until 
they  surrendered.  With  that  object,  an  expedition  of  about20,000  men, 
supported  by  numerous  gunboats,  disembarked  at  Pedir  on  the  north 
coast  of  Snmatra.  The  plan  was  to  chase  the  natives  about  from  one 
place  to  another  and  make  tbeir  conntty  untenable.  The  chasing  was 
done  all  right,  bnt  a  native  can  live  just  as  well  in  one  reed  hut  as 
another,  and  when  the  troops  dislodged  them,  they  merely  went  some- 
where else,  keeping  easily  out  of  the  way  of  the  Dutch.  After  wan- 
dering around  the  conntry  for  six  months,  the  Duteh  are  retumiug  to 
Batavia.  Much  of  the  war  was  a  farce,  and  I  have  been  told  that 
more  than  once,  when  the  Duteh  were  on  the  verge  of  some  success, 
mysterious  orders  came  to  retreat  There  are  so  many  large  intereete 
which  are  making  profits  out  of  the  war  and  are  desirous  of  having  it 
continue,  that  care  is  taken  never  to  quite  complete  anything  begun, 
for  fear  of  achieving  undesired  victory.  This  is  perfectly  well  known 
and  openly  discussed  in  Batavia,  so  I  am  violating  no  confidence  in 
repeating  it. 

The  GoTemor-General  is  earnest  and  conscientious  and  sincerely 
desirous  of  finishing  the  war.  It  is  he  who  insisted  on  this  last  expe- 
dition, but  the  army  is  lukewarm,  seeing  in  it  a  perpetual  chance  for 
promotion  and  extra  pay. 

TonkheerC.H.  A.  von  derWijck  is  still  Gtovemor-General,  for  although 
his  term  expires  this  year,  it  has  been  dedded  to  keep  him  another 
year,  as  he  has  made  such  a  good  record. 

I  inclose  a  list  of  American  imports  into  !Netherlands-lndia  fbr  18d6 
and  1807 ;  also  a  report  from  our  agent  at  Macassar. 


There  are  at  present  three  American  bndnesa  offtoes  in  Batavia  and 
one  in  Sourabaya.    All  are  doing  very  weU. 

There  have  only  been  five  American  ships  off  the  coast  in  the  last 

year,  two  of  which  were  wrecked  and  another  put  in  in  distress,    I 
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regret  to  say  that  Americau  ships  are  a  byword  here  for  getting 
wrecked. 

Batavia  has  been  anusuaUj'  healthy  this  year,  there  having  been 
very  little  oholera  and  not  too  much  fever.  Still,  aa  a  health  reaort,  it 
is  hardly  to  be  recommended. 

SiDHBY  B.  EVBSSTT,  OoHttlL 

Batatia,  October  37, 1898. 
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[L«tter  Rvm  J.  DKmdsU  A.  Co.,  BUbtU,  Jamury  1.  ISM.] 

The  tot*!  register  tonnue  unoanted  to  566,718  tons,  being  83,619  tons  over  the 
total  tonnage  loaded  in  1897.  This  rather  considerable  increase  was  ososed,  for  the 
larger  part,  by  an  augmentation  of  the  sngar  production  in  Java. 

In  the  first  half  year  of  1898  it  was  rather  difflonlt  to  find  employment  for  sailing 
ToBsela,  and  afterwards  less  sailing  vessels  than  in  former  years  visited  Java,  in  oon- 
eeqaenoe  whereof  steamers  have  oairied  a  larger  part  of  the  sugar  crop  than  before, 
especially  in  the  latter  months  of  the  ;ear,  when  Bailing  veuals  were  relatively 
scarce. 

The  total  sailing  tonnage  In  1898  amounts  to  69,450  tons,  againat  95,616  tons  in 
18^,  showing  an  augmentation  of  26,066  tons. 

The  total  steamers  tonnare  in  1898  has  boon  486,268  tons,  against  377,683  tons  in 

1897,  Bhowins  an  inoreose  of  108,B86  tons.  The  greater  part  of  thia  augmentation 
has  been  loaded  with  sugar. 

The  bettw  proepeots  as  to  rate  of  freicht  that  were  pteeent  at  the  beginning  of 

1898,  generally  speakiog,  have  been  fulfiOed.  Eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
olosed  with  figures  of  fla.  per  ton  hy  sailing  veaael  and  32i.  6d.  per  Ion  by  steamer 
fbr  sngar  to  Europe  and  United  States.  The  crop  was  thea  at  an  end  and  nearly 
wholly  shipped,  and  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  were  rather  doll.  A  oouple  of 
sailing  vessels  then  were  obliged  to  fix  at  21s.  3d,  ]ier  ton,  and  the  steamers'  rate  was 
reduced  to  nominal,  27b.  ;  bat  when  the  new  crop  came  into  the  market  the  rate  went 
DP  for  steamers  to  32s.  6d.  per  ton  and  35s,  per  ton,  and  for  sailing  vessels  to  26s.  and 
27s.  Gd.  per  ton.  A  small  reaction  then  followed,  so  that  in  July  and  August  no  more 
than  31s.  3d.  and  32b.  6d.  by  steamer  and  26b,  3d.  by  sailing  vessel  was  obtainable. 
In  the  latter  part  of  Angiist  room  became  Hcarce  and  the  rate  of  flreight  went  up  to 
S7s.  6d.  by  steamerB  and  'Sh.  by  sailing  vesselB.  A  couple  of  sailing  vessels  were  hied 
even  at  32b.  6d.  and  at  35s.  pet  ton.  The  year  now  has  been  clc«ed  with  but  little 
inquiry  for  room,  the  rates  last  paid  havug  been  about  32s.  6d.  per  ton  by  steamer 
and  28e.  9d.  per  ton  by  Bailing  vessel. 

Prospects  for  the  next  sugar  crop  are  very  satlafaotory,  and  there  Is  uo  reason  as 
yot  to  expect  lower  freights,  s    ' 

The  reglular  linerx  to  the  m< 
notwithstanding  the  small  col  . 

regaUrly,  steumeie  of  more  capacity  taking  np  tno  servioo.  The  tariff  of  these 
■teamen  remains  nearly  nnalteted. 

The  Oovemment'B  coffee  crop  was  very  small,  but  there  was  still  a  part  of  189T's 
crop  to  be  shijiped.  The  steamera  of  the  Nederland  and  Botterdsmscba  Lloyd  have 
carried  this  cargo. 

Private  ooffee  to  be  shipped  by  sailing  vessel  to  Holland  wae  not  offered.  Bome 
four  or  five  small  sailing  vessels  were  fixed  to  load  coffee  at  Itatavia  and  at  Padang 
for  New  York,  at  increasing  rates,  from  32s.  6d,  to  40b.  per  ton.  The  actual  rate  for 
this  bnainess  is  37a,  6d. 

Othercargoby  Bailing  vessel  to  Holland  was  very  scaroe.  Only  one  vessel  was  laid 
on  the  berth,  taking  arrack  at  45  florittB  per  last,  and  filling  np  with  light  i^ght 

Nearly  no  copra  came  forward  for  export,  one  small  steamer  was  chartered  ftom 
Padang  at  36s.  8d.  per  ton  of  20  hundredweight,  ProBpectsfor  copra  in  1890  are  very 
good,  and  it  seems  that  snpplies  will  soon  be  aocnmulating. 

Shipments  of  t«ak  timber  took  place  only  in  Hmall-parotus  with  the  regular  liners, 
whereas  oue  ship  was  obartared  with  logs  to  Channel  f.  o.,  and  one  ship  with  sleepers 
to  south  Africa,  It  appears  that  the  demand  for  sleepers  in  the  latter  direction  is 
supplied,  and  has  ceased. 

Sugar  shipments  to  China  have  again  increased,  the  rate  to  Hongkong  being  gen- 
erally about  00,30  per  picnl.    A  few  cargoes  were  shipped  to  Japan. 

ShtpmentB  to  Australia  were  very  fovr,  the  rate  rather  low,  lOe.  per  ton. 

In  coQseqnence  of  the  coal  strike  iti  England  the  importation  of  English  coal  was 
suiall.  Australian  coal  was  imparted  more  freely,  notwithHtandiug  a  rather  higher 
rate  of  freight,  that  could  uiaintain  itself  through  the  unsettled  poTltioal  conditions 
in  tlie  far  East.  However,  Ombilien  coalx  from  Sumatra  ore  making  their  way 
steadily  to  the  different  oonaamars  and  already  supply  a  large  part  of  the  different 
wants. 
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Sailing  fvateU  dtarttred  in  1SS7  and  1898. 
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lOperotneadnloniii 

2,H8 

eV^om't^T^J^m 

W^™.-I«lo™ 

ip«  cantad  Talonai 

118. 7M 

'•^^rf^E: 

10  per  cent  ad  Tslorem 

■  pei-ett.tadv.lort™ 

10  centa  par  lieotolitar  and 
W  ocnta  par  heolollter  ez- 

«  par  cant  ad  Talarem 

^^^eeeeeee:: 

l.*80 

•  p«»nt.dT«lo«m 

81 

lOperceotadTalonm 

^ 

1.421.SM 

in  flroiD  tJtaa  to  tloie.  aooordiDg  to  tha  eilganalaa  af 


SEPOBT  FROM  MACASSAB. 

The  year  can  not  be  called  satisfactory,  the  trade  tiaviDg  had  to  Btmggle 
against  too  many  obstacles.  Above  aU,  the  failure  of  the  rice  crop  kept 
down  the  disposition  of  the  natives  to  buy,  and  caused  a  financial  crisis 
among  the  Chinese  buyers.  Besides,  the  continually  declining  prices 
of  coffee  and  gnm  copal  checked  the  business  in  many  districts. 

In  consequence  of  all  theseimpedimeuts,  tlieim port  businessremained 
about  25  per  cent  behind  that  of  1896,  and  the  total  value  of  all  imports 
was  not  more  than  $2,000,000. 

Macassar  is  a  &ee  port,  and  there  are  no  dntiea.  The  imports  consist 
principally  of  gray,  bleached,  colored,  and  printed  cotton  goods  and 
gray  and  dyed  yams,  chiefly  &om  England,  the  Netherlands,  and  Switz- 
erland. United  States  manufactures  have  not  yet  appeared  in  this 
market,  though  American  manafacturers  could  certainly  sell  gray  drills 
22  by  31  yards  as  cheap  as  Holland,  and  gray  T-cloths,  gray  shirtings, 
etc.,  at  the  same  rates  as  England. 

Business  between  Manchester  and  the  firms  in  this  archipelago  is 
done,  as  a  rule,  through  representatives  in  London,  Amsterdam,  and 
Hamburg,  who  are  perfectly  acquainted  with  all  descriptioua  of  Man- 
chester goods,  and  always  exactly  informed  of  the  slightest  fluctuations 
of  value.  This  is,  of  course,  an  immense  advantage  for  English  manu- 
&otiirer8  over  those  in  the  United  States  who  are  not  represented  at 
the  aforesaid  ports. 
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Macassar  is  of  no  importance  for  iroDmongeiy,  and  there  would  lie 
competition  with  German  goods  of  inferior  quali^,  whioli  aeem  to  sat- 
isfy the  people.    There  is  no  Bale  at  all  for  engines  and  machinery. 

Coffee  exports. — As  to  the  quantity,  the  crop  was  rather  good,  lliere 
arriTed  from  Celebes  aboat  40,000  picnla  (1  picnl  =  136  pounds)  of  Pa^oe 
(from  Boutbain  and  Siudjai],  Boongi,  and  Loohoo,  and  from  Timor  about 
16,000  picnla,  which  was  mostly  sold  to  S^ew  York,  while  the  Celebes 
coffee  was  shipped  to  Amsterdam  and  Havre. 

Qum  copaL — N'otwithstanding  the  &ct  that  exports  to  Singapore,  the 
Netherlands,  and  London  reached  abont  4,800  tons,  the  dnal  result  was 
bad,  in  couaeqaence  of  the  perpetually  falling  prices,  and  American 
traders  appear  to  have  bonght  more  largely  in  London  and  Amsterdam, 
where  the  auctions  inflicted  heavy  losses  to  the  consignors  here. 

Copra. — The  dearth  has  proved  prejudicial  to  the  crop,  and  there 
arrived  4,200  tons,  against  8,700  tons  in  1896,  Prices  flnctnated  between 
138.40  and  948  a  ton,  with  a  decided  upward  tendency  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  supplies  generally  going  to  Marseilles  and  Singapore. 

Spices  remained  depressed  all  the  year.  For  years.  Macassar  has 
ceased  to  be  the  center  ibi  spices,  because  the  firms  in  the  Molaccaa 
thought  to  do  better  by  shipping  direct  to  Singapore  and  Holland.  In 
consequence,  there  were  only  shipped  from  this  port — 

Tem. 
CloTM 220 


Birds  of  paradise  came  regularly.  Prices  gave  way  considerably 
during  the  first  half  year,  but  afterwards,  remained  firm.  Exports  were 
to  France,  London,  and  Amsterdam,  and  there  were  shipped  front 
Macassar  about  $75,000  and  from  Teruate  $100,000  worth. 

Shells  remained  in  good  demand.  Aros  mother-of-pearl  shells  brought 
$660  to -$700  a  ton;  Timor  and  Geram,  $380  to  $480;  exports  were 
chiefly  to  Havra  Flores  shells  were  much  in  demand  for  Hamburg, 
London,  Amsterdam,  and  Trieste,  and  obtained  the  uncommonly  high 
prices  of  $260  to  $325  a  ton. 

It  is  surprising  that,  for  a  long  time,  no  shells  have  been  sent  to  the 
United  States.  Probably  American  importers  pref^  taking  chances  in 
the  auctions  in  Europe. 

Exports  of  mother-of-pearl  shells  were  200  tons,  and  of  other  shells 
150  tons. 

The  amount  of  pearls  found  is  estimated  at  $15,000  to  $20,000  worth. 

Trade  in  other  important  articles  remained  steady,  and  there  were 
forwarded,  chiefly  to  Amsterdam  and  Singapore: 

CtMiia toiu..  21 

B[(lM ao...         4TO 

Kattan do.--      2,600 

TortolBO  BhellH do...  Si 

Homs •7,500 

KajnpiiUoil ttO,000 

Till  now  the  United  States,  with  the  exception  of  coffee,  participates 
very  little  in  the  export  trade  of  this  place.  The  direct  export  to  Uie 
United  States  in  1897  was  only — 

Clovw »I,9».3I 

Coffeo 280,006.01 

Gam  copal 33,183.8* 

Kajnpatioil 860.28 

Nntmegs 8,428.48 

Total ^..  300,^407.88 


gilizedbyCjOOgle 
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In  the  three  preTlona  years  the  totals  were — 
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1896 J201. 409.07 

1895 518,812.76 

1894 41^436.93 

Direct  imports  from  the  United  States  consisted  of  one  c^go  of 
Devoe*B  refined  oil,  viz,  17,275  cases,  or  172,760  gallons,  per  English  bark 
Slrathisla. 

Besides  the  above  direct  supply,  there  have  been  landed  here,  per 
steamers  £rom  Java,  43,306  cases  of  two  5-gallon  tins,  all  Devoe's  oil; 
no  other  kind  is  liked  here. 

AS,B,T7A1S  OP  VESSELS. 

The  tonnage  of  sailing  vessels,  in  the  last  fbur  years,  has  been — 

1897  10,047 

1896  10;  913 

1896  11,947 

1894  1^964 

Tbis  was  divided  among  the  different  Sags  as  follows — 


PUg- 

1S»7. 

!«. 

i«». 

IbM. 

IVhh. 

A». 

its 

ISr 

KO 

2.  me 

10.  WT 

10.  BIS 

The  tonnage  of  steamers,  on  the  other  hand,  shows  an  increase,  as 
follows: 

1897 154,690 

1896 140,158 

1885 187,079 

1894 119,100 


PUg. 

INT. 

!».. 

iM6. 

Ibu. 
ll»,3«3 

w.un 

43, 4U 

nm*. 

iu.m 

140.  US 

The  increase  in  Oermui  tonnage  was  dne  to  the  steamer  Stettin,  which 
calls  at  this  port  on  voyages  from  German  Sew  6ninea  to  Singapore, 
and  this  tonnage  will  increase  further  this  year,  beoanse  the  steamer 
also  calls  on  ontward  voyages. 


Digitized  bvGoO^^IC 
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COHUEftCUL  BEtATIOHS. 


The  Oemuui  Btoamer  Michael  Tebaon,  chartered  by  the  Boyal  Datch 
Steam  Navigatioa  Oompauy,  made  aeveral  trips  from  Koetei  (Borneo) 
to  this  harbor  with  ooal. 

K.  ATTBb,  Consular  Agent. 
^  Maoasbab,  September  15, 1698. 


DBCLAKBD  EXPORTS,  DtTTCH  BAST  ZmUBS. 


Aitlola. 
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Deo.  11. 

Mar.  IL 

Jobs  80. 

TMml. 

BUATU. 

•810.  <2 
M,H«.tS 
2«,18I».8Z 

«,r.g:2 

8»7,414.7i 
%81G.18 
It,  757.08 
a,i«LM 

•sss 

5SS 

"Si 

bIut.w 

4T.(H.tl 

u'wiH 

1,888.20 

•.WT.is 

&418.34 
710.084.83 

i-Si?S 

10,  an.se 

JliSS 

'tSSS 

3.  MM.  01 

1,M1,§M.W 

1,214.100.31 

808.778.41 

M,  817. 18 

lUCU&U. 

t«S 

148.740.41 

tss 

tsts 

»4.aS7.I1 

i,'m.ra 

I.1M.7J 

U,  102.48 

J»8,fl»L07 

7E.OT2.0S 

U,  188. 01 

iUU-A™. 

B,TH.7I 
1.186,a5».S5 

1,  oao,  81B.  78 

£,8N:mS 

SS?.::::::::;:::":::::::;:: 

40«,«n.n 

Ml,  887.08 

KUtUXATA. 

247.  B 
4,011.86 

i».«n.7i 

8,4GS.0a 

218.  H 
1,UT.8S4.S1 

i»,no.aB 

bSSE?':::::::::::::::::::::;:: 

4,071,889.83 

2,847,688.27 

7ii,9n.'M 

8,834,400.8) 

11, 014. 218. 81 

JAPAN. 

BEPORT  FROM  CONSULATE-GENERAL  AT  TOEOHAHA. 

I  transmit  tables  showing  the  foreign  trade  of  Japan  during  the  year 
ending  December  31, 1897. 

In  ^ese  tables,  the  Japanese  silver  yen  has  been  taken  as  eqaivalent 
to  50  cents,  United  States  gold,  sach  being  its  mean  valne  during  said 


Yokohama,  June  37, 1898. 


JOHH  F.  GOWKT, 

Conmil-OeHerat. 


^dbvGoo^^lc 


ASIA:  JAPAK. 

^talfor^g»  tradt  of  Jt^^*,  l>S  ommMm,  imring  tkt  yaor  ISS7. 
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C«mtt,. 
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1-p.rU. 
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i7,7I«.M 

11.  mn 

fl4.EBl.BSZ.B7 

t,vu.G«e.aB 

14;S8T.«a».IM 

4.TSl,77e.MI 

».7»l),n7.!« 

BOaOPB. 

4,340.1WT.M 
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i:ira;fiM.M 
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i;420.» 

U.WT.TS 

STB.  a* 
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n,  708,131.  SB 

lim.0El.4O 

"■sag 

a;  BOB.  40 

4.118.03 

JO.  MS.  479.  IS 

"«""■ 

i,(a7.«».»3 

8,  ES4.be 

!7.j4e,iB7.in 

U.L  OTSBS  COCDfTMn. 

>B7.ll8i.SS 

"*S5i! 

1.S21.8E8.B7 

BK>,OEB.MI 

T».«B4,»tt6! 

•fopdiiMe  exporU  and  imporii  of  >p«cie  anS  balliott  diiring  ikt  ytar  1897. 


Biporf. 

Importa. 

B4.4I1.SB8.7E 
B;i77.88a.7« 

g,E7«.aD«.88 

B,aW,581.Sl 

40^788, 8E«.n 

ClutmM  dMliet  eolleoled  by  Japan  during  Ike  year  1897. 
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DetaUt  <if  txporli /rt>m  Japan  to  all  oountri:*  eturi»s  tXe  gear  II 


Artlole. 

TllDB. 

Aitlcla. 

TJa*. 

•1,23S.M 
138.T58.H 
177;B38.7* 

7,  Be:.  Tfl 

III 

l,168.3SB.U 

21,  an.  IS 

«3,ST7.M 

0.745.098.811 
US,  874.  K 

asts 

>8,in.K 

3i 

JO,  797. « 

40,  US.  88 
SO^«M.U 

1,890.88 

IS:S 
1:S:S 
l:S:l! 

180, 870. 7S 

*«»;78«.M 

n,  OSS.  IB 

48.888.80 
187,  SU.  88 

708,823.80 
28: 288.80 
8,821. 07 

148;  IT;  40 

8e,iMn.o2 

118,  4TB.  10 
lot  74  .88 

1H7B.4S 

7,884.85 

iB,e<a.B3 

1,480.80 
8, 070, 808.  »0 

2,iu!u 

18,448.14 

Hi 

2,778.88 
53,837.80 
43,411.82 
889,700.25 
ft.  ISO.  88 

fi,as7.«r 

ii.afT.M 

Uetati,  etc.: 

CupeU,h«mpudiiottoii 

tsts 

n,sio.7> 

^^Y^u 

..ffiSS 

110, 818.80 
28,173.00 

ItSSS 

1«7,8U.0T 

OU:           '""^'"* 

i^Ss 

•SK 

Gothoya  (copilbm) 

1M*,S10.«1 

PorwUlnuidMitbemwira 

n'irnu 

".:S£I! 

s,eu.s8 

1^'Sfg 

""i., 

"•S;Sg2 

818.00.81 

Cooooiw,  pltned  *nd  vMte . . . 

••jIss 

■■ass 

Bmui.  pMue,  ;iiid  p«Ug' 

B.WB.U 

'^St-Mng 

■■sas 

L.S?™.,p.p.r;:;:;;:::;::;:;;:; 

Tooth  powder 
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Artioto. 
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4,180.81 
806,288.10 

Wood 

•304. 880. 07 

vISSiT' 

wjr^ 

7>,«04.U1.N 

•■»■ 

Dalslli  of  iviporU  iwCo  Jiipan  JV»k  all 


diirta;  ikt  gear  1897. 


Artlol*. 

V»lao. 
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lOKLlO 
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4,844.ZI 
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83,001.38 
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18,810.80 

S^eis.u 

08,087.77 

410,004.10 

3,414.04 
0,574.41 
1,014.87 
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0U1S3.82 

£1,018.03 

6.820.71 

ssts 
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00,  on.  87 
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08,441.82 
08,372.10 
48,300.08 
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Detail*  of  inpard  into  Jajian  ftavt  ail  eounlrUt  daring  tkt  gear  1897 — Contiuaed. 


nin! 


Uiuti:?"! 


India  robber,  rnr  i 
Indla-rnbber  van 

Lunn  and  urta  . 
Lard  and  tallow.. 
Leadpeocils 


Oth«r. 


HUcblDsry: 

Copjiug,  and  parta 

Drnuno.  and  parU 

WdIdk.  and  iiarU 

Puer-DisUag,  md  parts . .. 

Frtntlngand  parts 

SawlFffandpartA--'. 

SawlDK  aod  psrtx 

&riliinfDa  and  partfl .  - 

T>lfl graph  and  parts 

Wuvlnff  and  parts 

Other 


Ilala 

WatUDD.. 
Motalaf 


Hg 

OlS 


Mnt^i— CoDtlancd. 


NaUt 

Plp«e  Bod  tube*  . . 

Ball«.nata,acnwi 

Wlie 

VlrB  telegraph... 

Wlnnps 

Inptatw 

Dcnon  and  chaina  . . 


102, 127. 12 
«.74«.S7 
7,322.42 

57,  sag.  U 

«7.fl31.14 
5.3K>.50 

10S.S11.19 


27,»7LSS 

7t.72a.«3 
13,  US.  18 


3B.StD.TS 


s.eei.i 


37B.1W.M 
t8.24D.H 
31,157.31 

2<13,65«.>9 


steal 


"="'KT., 


OennaiiallTsi... 


Other.. 

Piotnrea  

Plantfl  and  tt«M 

Plunibim 

Ponelafii  and  eaiibeDwar< 
PrlnUuglnk 
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C(niI»oti«Dei7 
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Fruit 

Ham  and  bawm 

SutODEnSK,.,,- 

Itelt 
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Bidtadmnt 

Te» 
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Maaaiaolaied 

3tlk  and  cotton  mlitnre 
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supper* 
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Toitol 
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Sook  caiHly 

Tioaj^limip.eto 

Tarandpitab 
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i,m.oo 
3,iBa!2o 


7a,8M.a7 

lOS.BM.OI 
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Timber: 
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5».«I).S0 
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M8.71S.lt 

7.830.31 

SIM,  404.  OB 

4,3M.« 
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7.887.70 
4S,I3D.«a 
871, 878. 70 
U^271.M 

M3t.«S 


BxporU  from  Japan  to  tht  United  Statta  daring  they»arlS97. 


Article. 
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Article.                         I        Value. 
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103,077.50 

"^iaw 

'■•liSS 

■a,  170. 81 

fiSSSrti^i;:::: ::::;::::::::: 

i,4at.» 

1086  COHMERCUL   BELATIONa 

Export!  /rom  JafiM  to  the  Vttitoi  Statm  dartey  A«  gaar  iJP?— Continiwd. 
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(A«  porlt  of  Japan  duriag 


VtlOLllitj. 
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Tmu. 

HomW. 
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X 

29 
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8 
18 

I 
» 
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8» 
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AS 

TO 
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1 
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13 
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1 

n£ 
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' 
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u 

83 

m.iu 

138.  BH 

■..as 
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28,  BM 

1 

2M 
S.U8 
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80 
5 
7>S 

B3 
33 

\l 

1 

on.>iB 

117, »T2 
13,020 

8 

14,503 

iiilm 
U7.sn 

21, 8M 
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3,MB,«ea 

IS 

32.880 

1,70* 

■■"•"■ 

Kova.— TliOM  Bgnrw  relMe  to  th«  open  porta  only,  BUitlatioa  at  othw  porta  uiil  of  Japansae  t»- 
0«1a  flifllnalTaly  aDn^ad  in  Uia  coaatlog  trade  ar«  not  giran  In  tha  onatoma  retnma.  Tbe  Japaoaae 
Taaaela  hen  nniTM  to  an  thoaa  emploirad  In  foreign  trada. 

COTTON  GOODS  IK  JAPAH. 

In  compliance  vith  tbe  final  paragraph  of  the  Department's  circular 
of  AngoBt  5, 1898, 1  have  to  report  that,  aside  from  cotton  duck,  the 
imports  of  cotton  textiles  into  Japan  from  the  United  States  are  very 
limited.  A  small  qntuitity  of  the  finer  grades  of  American  shirtings  finds 
a  steady  but  not  encouragingly  increasing  sale.  The  following  otatis- 
tics  of  imports  into  Japan  during  the  year  1897  Till  afford  ftirther 
details: 


Shu^in: 
Dyed- 

Gi»y— 

2,748 

TwiUod- 

Fiom  Great  Britain 

^Jis 
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ShirtingB — Coatinned. 

Whit&— 

Total  imports «125,431 

From  Gremt  Britain 123,839 

From  the  United  Slatm 1,519 

Cotton : 

Handkorohieb — 

Total  importe 100;  736 

From  Great  BritaiD 93,118 

DrillB- 

Total  imports 27S,3e7 

From  Gi«at  Britain 374,914 

Dnok— 

Total  imports S^629 

From  the  United  StatoB SS,Xn 

Satine,  not  exceeding  40  incbea — 

Total  imports 8C9,S41 

From  Great  Britain 8K,(W) 


Total  Imporle .• 128,118 

I-'rom  Great  Britain 12^383 

Velvet*— 

Total  importfl 338,  S2S 

From  Great  Britain 32S,061 

Yam- 
Total  imports 4,812,629 

From  Great  Britain 4,793,967 

T-oloth : 

Total  imports  (all  from  Great  Britain) ^ 4^200 

Turkey  reda: 

Total  imports 247,396 

From  Great  Britain 8.439 

Tioioria  lawns: 

Total  imports  (all  &om  Great  Britain) 68,163 

It  ia  now  an  admitted  fact  that  AmericaD  raw  cottoa  is  making  great 
headway  in  Japan  as  against  the  Indian  prodact,  and  the  reason  given 
to  me  by  well-informed  parties  engaged  in  the  trade,  is  Utat  the  former 
is  a  much  snperior  article  and  has  been  extraordinarily  cheap  of  late. 
Taking  American  middling  and  Indian  broach  growths  into  considera- 
tion, it  will  pay  the  mill  owner  in  Japan  to  nse  the  American  staple, 
even  if  it  be  dearer  than  Indian  by  a  yen  a  picol  (49  cents  per  133 
pounds).  As  a  matter  of  fact,  these  two  have,  during  the  past  year 
and  a  half,  been  frequently  quoted  at  very  nearly  the  same  prices,  and 
recently  the  Indian  staple  has  been  quoted  higher.  It  may,  therefore, 
be  reasonably  expected  that  during  the  current  season,  Americaa  raw 
cotton  will  lead  the  market  as  against  Indian. 

These  remarks  do  not  apply  to  inferior  Indian  growths,  or  what  are 
known  as  &ir  and  medium  stapled  cottons.  These  are  indiapensable 
in  prodncing  the  coarser  counts,  fix>m  16's  downward,  and  will  con* 
tinue  to  be  bought  as  heretofore,  the  average  count  turned  out  by  the 
Japanese  mills  being  16'8.  It  is  in  theSO's  andhi^ercounts  only  that 
the  American  cotton  will  replace  Indian  cotton.  Even  here,  the  mills 
are  said  to  be  very  cautions.  Of  yams  spun  at  present,  at  least  80  per 
cent  are  taken  up  by  consumers  in  the  interior  for  home  weaving.  A 
great  deal  of  this  has  to  be  dyed,  and  it  is  alleged  tMaX  the  yam  pro- 
duced irom  American  cotton,  though  stronger  and  whiter,  does  not 
take  the  dye  easily.  Whether  the  fault  lies  in  the  yam  ot  in  Qua  dyeing 
process,  my  informant  is  unable  to  say. 

A  merchant  here  who  has  bad  much  experienoe  in  this  trade  aajs: 

As  to  cheap  Indian  labo^  I  am  afraid  there  is  not  mnoh  in  Hiis  arsiiiDent.  Labor 
may  be  called  cheftp  in  India  if  tbe  reenlt  of  an  Indian  laborer'i  work  bean  a  higher 
proportion  to  his  wages  than  that  of  an  Amerioan,  bnt  I  do  not  think  this  is  quit* 
the  case.    Where  tbe  Amarloan  laborer  gvts  a  dollar,  tbe  Indiw  likcdlf  Kotg  a  ftv 
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oonta,  bnt,owineto  tbe  »xt«iulTesokleanwhiehs^aaltimUcondnct«dinAmericn 
•ud  the  Boientifio  knowledge  and  kppIiaacM  brought  to  bear  on  it,  the  raeolt  ia 
nthor  in  f&Torof  America.  Cotton  ana  wheat  show  thiBbevand  donbt.  Of  coona, 
when  oomparing  the  pTioea  of  these  ataplea,  the  qnality  shonld  also  be  borne  in 
mind.  Not  only  will  Amerioan  cotton  come  to  be  imported  more  largely  in  future  in 
Japan,  bat  alao  In  China,  and  even  ia  India. 

If  the  American  farmers  are  able  for  any  length  of  time  to  prodnoo  cotton  that 
ean  be  aold  in  Liverpool  under  3d.  (Goenta)  per  pound,  as  it  ia  likely  to  be  thia  year, 
the  time  may  not  be  distant  whoii  Amorican  cotton  will  prove  a  very  seriona  rivi^  to 
the  Indian  In  it«  own  home.  Every  effort  is  made  in  the  United  States  to  increase 
Uio  average  outturn  per  aora  while  lessening  the  cost,  and  the  tesnU  baa  been  so  far 
satisfaetory  that  one  may  well  count  on  Amerkan  being  obtainable  during  coming 
years  at  irom  3d.  to  S^d,  On  the  other  hand,  present  piioes  are  all  but  luinons  to 
the  Indian  producer,  so  that  the  oontingenoy  I  mention  above  is  by  no  means  on 
impossible  one. 

Bav  cotton  imported  into  Japan  doring  the  year  1897  amounted  to 
306,485,892  poands,  valued  at  t21,810,107,  of  which  46,364,897  pounds 
came  ft-om  the  United  States,  with  a  valae  of  (3,636,611,  Britisn  India 
supplied  180,285,020  ponuds,  valued  at  $12,866,189,  Ohina  Bnpplied 
68,127,611  poands,  valned  at  $4,817,988. 

In  condnsioD,  I  may  say  that  among  American  firms  here  it  is  not 
believed  that  a  large  basiness  can  be  doae  in  Japan  in  oar  cotton  tex- 
tiles, aside  from  cotton  dock  and  other  coarse  Atbrics. 

JOHM  P.  GOWET, 

Ooiuul-Oeneral, 
ToKOHAitA,  Jfovember  11, 1898. 


P08TAI.  AND  TELBOBAPH  BERTIOB  OF  JAPAN. 

Conanl-General  Govey  writes  from  Yokohama,  December  30, 1898: 
The  inclosed  clippiDg,  giving  certain  statistics  relative  to  the  postal 
and  telegraphic  service  of  Japau  during  the  year  1897,  is  taken  from 
this  morning's  Japan  Times,  and  contains,  I  believe,  reliable  informa- 
tion. 
The  value  of  the  yen  therein  mentioned  may  be  taken  as  50  cents. 

POSTS  AND   TKLKOKAPHS. 

idioma 

poa1^%D8iness,  we  find  the  following  genenl  Bommory : 

Gmural  tunmary  of  jroital  biitin*M  jw  JajMa  {Fvtihota  excluded)  in  lS07, 

Fost>ofQces  and  branches 1,388 

Places  for  the  sale  of  stamps  and  cards 36,119 

Post  boxes S7,1B6 

Officials  and  employees 83  857 

Postal  rontes 69,875 

Postal  package  routes 36,879 

Hail  matters  carried 63(\906,484 

Postal  packages  oarried 4,108,488 

Honey  orden  issued  (number) 6,500,904 

Honey  ordeiH  issued  (value) a49,394,661 

Postal  savings  depositors 1,352,559 

Postal  savings  deposits a  25, 717, 034 

Postal  receipts a7, 689, 313 

Postal  expenditure »  5, 958, 851 

Net  profits ol,  790, 463 


The  department  of  comma nications  has  Just  published  very  nsef^l  oompeni 

of  staiistloe  lelatlng  to  poets  and  telegraphs  during  the  year  1897.     fust,  with 
regard  to  the  postal  DDsiness,  we  find  the  following  general  summary : 


a  Yen.  i  Miles. 

0  B — ^VOL 


..,z.d.vCo(>t^lc 


~ ;:::■    st-'"!    SS    t«^» 
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ItehonldbeobMrred  that  the  diBoreponc^  between  the  figmes  for  IS97  in  the 
•bore  table,  and  those  for  the  same  yeai  as  given  in  the  eeuera)  anmmary  mentiotiMl 
before,  is  explained  b  j  the  fact  that  Formosa  is  exclnded  in  the  latter  case,  whereas 
it  is  inclnded  in  the  former.  The  same  Temaric  applies  to  a  similar  discrepancy  in 
the  esse  of  the  volume  of  mail  matter  already  dealt  with. 

The  depositors  at  the  postal  eavings  in  1897  are  classified  according  to  occspation, 
as  follows: 

Far  cent 

Atpicnltortets 39 

Merohanta 16 

Manafaetiirers 7 

Hiaoelliuieons  baalnesa 6 

Workingmen K 

Offleials & 

Students e 

Fishermen  and  eallon 1 

Without  oocnpotloii 1 

Temples,  shrine^  and  other  corporate  bodies 2 

Ooonpation  not  known 12 

Total 100 

The  postal  savings  service  does  not  show  any  noteworthy  growth  dnrlne  the  tea 
years  from  1888  to  1897,  the  figures  for  the  respective  ^ears  being  20,100,000  yen  and 
25,700  yen.  The  tardy  development  of  this  service  is  easily  aoconnted  for  by  the 
enormons  increase  in  recent  years  of  bank  log.  facilities,  offering  very  temptiug  rates 
for  private  depositors. 

The  comparative  fignres  abont  the  eipenditnrfl  and  receipts  in  cmtnootion  with 
th«  postal  business  during  the  ten  years  ending  1897,  are  as  given  below : 


T«r. 

Koceipto. 

Eipmidl. 

2.5^418 
Z,»M,3U 

a, 778,008 

*;«»;m7 

r«.. 

l,»48,i»77 
2.2C3,W0 
2,80a,SW 
8,M7,t)]» 

i.i».v» 
aiwaiB 

3,tCZ,08» 
4,072,779 

G,BS3,SE0 

Ym. 

U3,ua 

SS-iS 

,780.«8 

Turning  to  the  telegraph  service,  iU  condition  in  189?  is  snnunarized  as  follows: 

Bontee 14,327 

Lines 46,746 

Offices 1,259 

Heaeages  forwarded 14,136,012 

HeeBages  delivered 14,379,606 

Ordin&ry  receipts '. 64,286,299 

Ordinal;  eipendituree £3,173,756 

Proflt M,  112,643 

For  sake  of  simplicity  we  may  indicate  the  development  of  the  telegraph  service 
daring  the  ten  years  ending  1K)7  by  the  average  uumber  of  messages  per  1,000  of 
popnlation  for  the  respective  yeam ; 

1888  .  70 

1889  87 


1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 


Laio^^Ic 
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The  report  on  telegtapbe  includee  also  foots  rolftting  to  telephones.  It  will  be 
sufficient  lOT  our  ptirpoee  to  refer  to  the  following  general  Bummary  fur  1897: 

Bontea 771 

Lioes 6,732 

Bxobonge  ofQaea 8 

CiJlofflcBH 30 

KnbBcribera 6,336 

CommnDioations  (approximiito  number) 16,312,368 

OrdiDUT  receipts 6238,608 

Ordinary  expeoditurea 6179,612 

Profit 668,998 

POPULATION  OF  JAPAN. 

GoQSul-Geaeral  Gowey  Bends  from  Tokobama,  September  13,  1898,  a 
clipping  from  the  Japan  Gazette,  of  even  date,  showing  the  population 
of  the  chief  cities  and  towns  of  Japan  on  December  31, 1897,  as  follows : 

OSAKA — oontinnad. 

CItieB.  rapulsUon. 

Nansalci Ti,306 

Niigata 50,875 

MaTObashi 31,748 

Mito 32,539 

Utaunomi;a 35,393 


NlbonbMbi  .. 
Kfobaehl.... 
8hiba 

Akasaka 

Yotsnva 

UabiKome.... 
Koisbikawa.. 

Hongo 

Shitaya 

Asaknsa 

Honjo 

Fnkagawa  ... 


Total 1,406,928 


Tsu.,    ______ 

Tokkftlcbi 21,876 

Nagoya 216,821 

Shwuoka 39,726 

Kofu 35,712 

Gifti 30,570 

Nogoya 29,321 

Sendai 71,153 

Morioka 3X,726 

Hiroeaki 31,638 

YamagaU 31,988 

Yonezawa 29,709 

Akita ■    26,154 

Fukui 13,177 

Kanazawa 81,^2 

Toyama 58.5.T7 

Takaoka. 
Tottori  .. 
Matsuye  . 
Okaynma 


Nishikn 196,  g 

Hinami 223,8 

Higaahiku 161,8 

Kitaku 1TC,7 

Total 758,3 

C1U». 

8akai 50,1 

Yokobama 188,8 

Kobe 193,1 

Himeji 31,4 


30,768 
38,317 
31,351 
55,181 
UiroBbiiua 107,346 


Akamiigaseki 
Wakayanta.. 

Toka^tnia.. 
Takamatsu . . 
Matsnyama  . 

t'nkuoka 

Kurnme 

Saga 


36,839 
57,360 
61,277 
33,631 
33,715 
35,775 
61,3^1 
27.739 
37.412 
5^110 
54,691 


^dbvGoo^^lc 
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08AKA  AND  HIOGO. 

The  same  mpid  ^legree  of  couimercial  development  as  that  vhich  had 
previously  existed  at  this  port,  may  be  noted  daring  the  last  calendar 
year. 

Inclnded  in  this  consular  district  are  the  two  large  cities  of  Osaka 
and  Kobe  ( Hiogo),  the  large  and  increasing  population  of  which  repre- 
sent their  steiidy  advance  in  comiDeree  and  industry. 

The  stimulus  given  by  this  growth  has  brought  to  labor  of  all  kinds 
largely  increased  compensation.  The  population  of  Osaka  has  now 
reached  to  758,3$o,  and  that  of  Kobe  (Eliogo)  to  202,912,  the  same  being 
an  increase  of  60  per  cent  and  32  per  cent,  respectively,  dariug  the  last 
five  years.    It  should,  however,  be  noted  that  about  one-half  of  the  five 

{'ears'  increase  in  Osaka  is  due  to  the  recent  estension  of  its  municipal 
imits. 

Importfttiona  and  esiwrtations  take  place  at  Kobe  (Hiogo),  while  the 
city  of  Osaka  ranks  as  the  largest  manu^turing  center  of  Japan. 

The  following  table  is  given,  in  order  to  show  the  declared  values  of 
several  of  the  larger  foreign  imports  and  exports  which  passed  through 
this  port  during  the  last  year. 


Bawootton $17,I>61,748  i  Steam Tessels 

Rice 7,479,938  |  Various  maohinery 

Sngar 3,688,2(6  I  Railroad  iron 

Beaoa  and  peane 2,326,013  |  Bar  and  rod  iron 

Spinning     machiaeiy      and  |  Kail  it  ay  materials ... 

parta  of 3, 011,932     Locomotives,  and  parto  of.. 

Cotton  yarns 1,917,472  [  MoiiRBeline  de laino 

Kerosenooil 1,679,245  i  Oray sbirtinga 

Beanoaketi 1,1DI>,936  |  Cottonsatins 


EXPORTS. 


Cotton  yam 26,960,379 

Uatchea 2,  7M,  172 

2, 136,  942 
1, 578,  905 


Matting 

Copper    ingots,    slabs,    and 
mannfaoturae 


Tea.. 

Straw  braid-. 


Camphoi   .._ 

Cotton  piece  goods  . 


The  total  annnal  imports  at  this  port  for  the  year  nnder  review  were 
$67,317,804,  and  the  total  exports  $26,165,067,  there  having  been  an 
excess  of  importations  valued  at  $31,162,786.  The  excess  of  impor- 
tations for  the  last  year  show  an  increase  over  the  one  immediately 
preceding,  of  more  than  $7,000,000. 

NBW  HAEBOE  AT  OSAKA. 

Daring  the  last  year,  work  has  been  slowly  progressing  upon  the  pro- 
jected harbor  at  Oflaka.  It  is  contemplated  that  the  entire  cost  of  this 
great  work  when  finished  will  amount  to  more  than  $7,000,000,  about 
one-third  of  which  will  be  contributed  by  the  Government  during  the 
eight  years  supposed  to  be  necessary  for  its  completion. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  manufactured  articles  shipped  from 
this  port  is  made  in  Osaka,  and  it  is  thought  by  some  that  the  new  har- 
bor when  finished  may  detract  from  the  importance  of  Kobe  as  a  ship- 
ping point.    Others,  however,  hold  that  the  present  shipping  interests 
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of  tUe  latter  city  will  hardly  be  interfered  with  to  any  seriuus  extent, 
as  there  are  such  large  vested  interests  at  this  point,  and  for  the  further 
reason  that  Kobe  is  reenforced  by  territory  more  fertile  iu  material 
resources  than  that  contiguous  to  Osaka.  It  is  thought  that  there 
may  be  a  division  of  some  of  the  new  shipping  interests  of  the  future, 
but  that  the  present  boaiuess  now  so  firmly  intrenched  hero  will  remaiD. 
In  confirmation  of  this  theory,  it  is  pointed  out  tbat  the  Government 
has  Just  completed  an  extensive  pier  in  Kobe,  called  the  American 
Hatoba,  a  camber,  and  several  large  cnstom-hoase  godowns,  with  a 
view  to  largely  increasing  export  business  at  that  point. 

INDUSTBIBS   IK  OSAKA. 

The  industries  of  Osaka  are  becoming  considerably  diversified.  Iron 
and  macfaiae  works  aud  cotton  spinning  mills  are  most  numerous.  Tbe 
following  is  a  detailed  listof  tbe&ctories  and  mills  using  steam  power: 

PhannftcieB ,.     6 


PrmtiDg  works 7 

SpiaDiDK  miLiB IS 

Iron  aad  miuibine  works 19 

Clock  factories 3 

Wooden  pip«  works 5 

Dyeing  e^tablisUmcnta 5 

Cement  worka 3 

BtubU  works ■  3 


Copper  smciltiog  worka,. 

Paper  mills 3 

OilreSueriea 1 

Woolen  miUa - 3 

Glass  works 1 

Sbipyards.. 3 

Miscellnueons 23 


Outside  of  the  city  of  Osaka,  iu  this  consular  district,  there  are  5,924 
factories,  employing  30,086  male  aud  38,709  female  operatives.  The 
average  daily  wage  of  the  former  is  24J  sen  (12  cents),  and  of  the  latter 
14^  sea  (7  cents)  per  individual.  The  Japanese  are  a  very  imitative 
people,  aud  can  easily  copy  originals,  which  fact  indicates  that  further 
progress  will  soon  be  made  by  them  in  manufacturing. 

6BNEBAI.  ADVANCE  IN  PBIOES. 

Daring  the  last  year,  everything  has  been  greatly  advancing  in  price. 
The  costof  living  has  been  materially  enhanced,  rents  are  mucli  higher, 
merchandise  of  Japanese  prodnctlun  is  all  held  at  higher  figures,  taxa- 
tion and  postal  rates  have  increased,  and  labor  of  ^1  kinds  has  been 
much  better  remunerated. 

This  condition  of  atfairs  commenced  Immediately  after  tbe  conclusion 
of  tbe  war  with  China,  which  doubtless  gave  a  great  stimnlus  to  busi- 
ness in  Japan;  but  it  is  tlioaght  that  this  is  a  period  of  iudatioQ,  and 
that  a  reaction  must  necessarily  soon  follow. 

IH£  KOBE  WArBBWORES. 

The  need  of  a  proper  supply  of  pure  and  wholesome  water  baa  been 
very  severely  felt  iu  Kobe,  ever  since  the  opening  of  the  port. 

The  increasing  rate  of  the  population  led  to  the  formation,  about 
three  years  since,  of  a  company  for  the  building  of  an  extensive  water- 
works plant,  to  furnish  the  city  of  Kobe  (Hiogo)  with  a  supply  sufficient 
for  a  population  of  250,000  inhabitants,  the  same  to  be  conducted  fit>m 
a  healthful  source  and  stored  in  two  large  reservoirs  with  a  capacity  of 
9,000,000  cubic  feet. 

This  work  was  commenced  in  August  of  last  year,  and  it  is  expected 
that  it  will  be  fully  completed  by  January,  1899,  at  a  total  cost  of 
$1,638,420,  to  be  provided  for  by  a  bonded  indebtedness  of  »1,110,540, 
together  with  a  subsidy  by  the  Japanese  Government  of  $458,160,  and 
onebyKobe-shiof  $69,720.  Iron tnbesoftwelvedimensionswilibe used, 
from  4  to  24  inches  in  diameter,  the  whole  reaching  a  distance  equal  to 
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101  miles  in  len^ftb.    Tbe  sapply  will  alao  be  enfflcient  fnr  Are  aud  all 
otber  parposea.    Ooasidered  apart  from  its  geueral  atilit;,  tbe  com- 

EletioQ  of  this  work  will  be  bailed  as  a  great  saoitaiy  measure,  oalcn- 
kted  to  largely  promote  the  bealth  of  the  port. 

BUSniESS  UETHODB. 

Kotbing  serves  better  to  illustrate  tbe  progressive  spirit  of  tbe  Japa- 
nese tban  tbeir  great  anxiety  for  tbe  introdactioo  of  foreign  capital  for 
basiness  purposes.  The  efforts  ia  this  direction  by  tbe  bnsiness  classes 
are  strongly  supplemented  by  the  vernacalar  press,  and  by  the  Japanese 
chambers  of  commerce  in  Kobe  and  elsewhere. 

The  foreign  and  Japanese  chambers  of  commerce  lately  held  an 
informal  joint  meeting  in  relation  to  this  subject,  at  which  time  it  was 
plainly  pointed  ont  by  the  foreign  chamber  that  the  capital  soagbt, 
being  necessarily  timid,  required  to  be  properly  safeguarded  by  a  more 
liberal  display  upon  the  part  of  the  Government,  such  as,  for  instance, 
the  equalization  of  foreigners  with  Japanese  in  regard  to  tbe  holding  of 
shares  in  stock  compaoiee  and  tbe  owuersbip  of  land. 

Japanese  business  people  are  slow,  methodical,  and  cautions  in  their 
dealings,  and  it  is  characteristic  of  them  to  protect  themselves  at  every 
point.  Business  mast  be  doue  carefully  with  them,  as  well  as  with 
others.  Their  responsibility  must  be  thoroughly  investigated,  and  also 
tbeir  general  business  reputation.  There  are  mercantile  agencies  in 
this  country  which  furnish  financial  ratings,  and  some  of  the  repre- 
sensitive  Japanese  bouses  have  branches  in  one  or  more  of  tbe  leading 
American  cities. 

It  may  be  noted  that  there  has,  of  late,  been  considerable  complaint 
that  goods  have  not  been  promptly  taken  upon  arrival,  and  this  is  said 
to  be  part  of  a  scheme  by  some  to  finally  obtain  them  at  a  lower  rate. 
The  only  way  to  do  bnsmess  successfully  with  this  class  would  be  to 
require  the  deposit  of  a  sum  sufficient  to  reimburse  the  shipper  in  such 
cases.  It  has  largely  become  the  practice  for  even  reputable  Japanese 
merchants  to  not  only  pat  up  margins  upon  orders,  but  to  fully  secure 
tbe  payment  of  large  invoices  upon  delivery  of  bill  of  lading. 

There  is  a  peculiarity  about  the  Japanese  that  does  not  attach  to  any 
other  people,  and  it  is  this:  The  average  Japanese  are  very  suspicious 
of  small  wares  that  are  not  backed  up  with  fancy  trade-marks.  They 
buy  goods  much  more  readily  that  carry  a  device  or  an  emblem,  or  that 
bear  a  seal,  and  many  a  good  article  would  be  in  danger  of  rejection 
because  not  put  up  fancifully. 

They  also  attach  importance  to  small,  neat  packages,  not  too  many 
of  a  kind  together;  this  is  more  in  keeping  with  Japanese  tastes.  In 
America,  small  articles  are  put  up  and  sold  by  the  dozen ;  the  Japanese 
want  them  separate,  not  only  because  things  here  are  generally  on  a 
smaller  scale,  but  for  financial  reasons.  Their  meaua  are  limited,  and 
they  nse  everything  sparingly. 

It  is  probably  true  that  the  German  exporter  understands  the  native 
taste  better  than  any  other.  The  markets  here  are  full  of  small  wares 
from  Germany,  pnt  np  in  attractive  style  and  in  small  quantities  to  find 
ready  sale.  Another  point  in  favor  of  German  exporters  is  the  fact  that 
they  do  not  confine  themselves  to  tbe  quick  aud  ready  methods  of 
others,  but  stay  npou  the  ground  until  they  get  the  trade.  It  would  be 
well  for  Americans  to  note  a  little  more  closely  the  fact  that  the  mar- 
kets of  the  East  can  not  be  obtained  eiltirely  by  wide-awake  methods, 
but  that  much  patient  and  persistent  effort  is  required. 

The  following  exhibit  gives  the  value  of  tbe  foreign  trade  of  Osaka 
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and  Hiogo  (Kobe)  with  the  United  States  for  theyear  ISOTfincompari- 
soD  with  that  of  1896: 
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The  above  table  shows  an  increase  of  19.6  per  cent  in  imports  fiotn 
the  TJnited  States,  during  the  last  year. 
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SUPEBiOBITY  OF  AMBBICAN  GOODS. 
The  Japanese  have  no  pr^adice  against  American  g/>od8  or  mana- 
fikcturesj  on  the  contrary,  their  aaperiority  is  freely  admitted  in  many 
tinea  As  an  illnstration,  there  was  recently  made  at  Tokyo,  by  the 
anthorities  of  the  locomotive  (department,  a  critical  test  of  English  and 
American  locomotives,  and  it  resulted  in  favor  of  those  made  in  America. 
The  American  locomotives  were  pronounced  anperior  in  all  respects, 
and  it  was  especially  noted  that  they  worked  more  economically.    Tests 
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bare  also  been  made  of  American  machinery  and  many  otber  mann- 
factures  from  onr  coantry,  and  in  reffard  to  thef r  quality,  the  resalts  have 
proved  most  satisfactory.  The  chief  difficulty  iu  the  way  of  the  greater 
introduction  here  of  American  goods,  lies  in  the  &ct  that  our  merchants 
and  raanufactuiers  are  not  putting  forth  the  same  degree  of  effort  for 
the  Japanese  markets  as  exporters  irom  otber  foreign  countries. 

BBTmiNa   CIBCULAB8  AND  FBIOE  LISTS. 

Too  much  of  this  is  done  to  the  exclusion  of  personal  effort.  The 
hotel  reading  rooms  and  private  offices  are  stocked  with  mail  inatt«r 
from  all  parts.  Iu  the  United  States,  cironlars  and  price  lists  aloue 
may  produce  some  result,  but  they  will  avail  but  little  9,000  or  10^000 
miles  away  from  home,  unless  followed  up  by  salesmen.  One  firm  might 
deluge  the  market  with  trade  literature  for  years,  and  another  could 
send  an  energetic  man  along  and  pick  up  all  the  business.  It  might  be 
well  to  pave  tbe  way  by  advertising,  but  in  order  to  insure  sales,  the 
man  must  be  npon  the  ground;  he  must  be  intelligent  and  persistent, 
and  his  firm  should  bear  in  mind  that  this  market  is  not  worked  any 
more  easily  than  are  the  overworked  markets  at  home. 

CASE  IN  PAdONG  GOODS. 

For  the  better  protection  of  shippers'  interests,  it  may  be  said  that 
much  more  care  should  be  taken  by  them  in  packing  their  goods  for  this 
market.  Several  well-founded  complaints  have  recently  been  made  in 
this  respect  coocerning  American  goods,  and  while  it  is  true  that  the 
same  fault  attaches  to  other  foreign  shippers,  that  fact  is  not  of  much 
value  to  American  esporters.  As  one  instance  of  many  that  bave 
lately  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  this  consulate,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  one  of  our  leading  American  houses  here  recently  received 
from  2Tew  York  an  invoice  of  seven  metal  fireplaces,  for  immediate 
delivery.  They  were  fine  specimens  and  Just  what  would  have  suited, 
but  when  received,  they  were  all  found  to  be  in  a  badly  broken  condition, 
caused  simply  by  being  improperly  packed. 

Such  cases  as  these  not  only  entail  considerable  loss  npon  shippers, . 
bnt  they  destroy  the  prospect  of  future  orders.  In  connection  with  this 
subject,  attention  should  be  called  to  several  recent  shipmentaof  Ameri- 
can cotton,  claimed  by  the  consignees  to  be  not  up  to  standard.  Four 
cases  of  this  kind  bave  occnrred  at  this  port  within  the  last  four  months. 
TTpon  application  at  the  conaolate,  surveyors  were  appointed  to  inspect 
the  cotton  and  to  extract  samples  from  each  bale,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  forwarded  under  the  consular  seal  to  cotton  experts  in 
America  for  examination  as  to  vaine. 

This  not  only  entails  loss  to  the  shipper,  but,  in  the  estimation  of 
some  here,  it  tends  to  lower  the  high  standard  of  American  cotton, 
which  export  is  by  far  the  most  valuable  one  from  the  United  States  to 
this  port. 

COMMEBCE. 
The  volume  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Osaka  and  Hiogo  (Kobe)  for  the 
year  1897  contrasts  with  that  of  1896  as  follows: 

iValiua  in  Uolted  StUea  gold.] 
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The  excess  of  imports  in  1S97  over  those  of  1896  is  t6,69U,98S. 
The  trade  of  the  year  1897  va»  diatribated  among  foreigo  oouDtries 
as  follows : 
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The  trade  of  the  year  1896  was  diatribated  among  foreign  oonutries, 
as  follows ; 
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It  may  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  tables  that  oatside  of  Hongkong  and 
Ohiaa,  the  United  States  ie  by  iar  Japan's  best  coBtomer.  This  fact  is 
appreciated  by  Japanese  prodacers.    It  may  also  be  noted  that  the 
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United  States  sold  bere  last  year  only  60  per  cent  more  tban  she 
bought  of  Japan,  while  Englaod,  staading  highest  in  that  respect 
among  Karopean  coantries,  shipped  here  seven  times  as  mach  in  value 
{UB  she  took  away.    Tbere  is  no  valid  reason  why  this  should  be  the  case. 

TRADE  OF  JAPAN  WITH  TDB   UNITED   STATES. 

lu  the  year  ending  December  31  last,  the  United  States  exceeded  all 
other  countries  in  exports  to  aod  imports  t^m  Japan  of  the  commodi- 
ties oaioed  in  the  following  tables.  The  declared  values  of  the  same 
are  stated,  together  with  those  of  the  chief  competitors  for  this  foreign 
trade: 

Ezportt  front  foreign  ooatttria  to  Japan. 
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Intporli  iaio  foroign  tiountrie»  from  Japan. 
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RAILWAY  LOCOMOTIVBS. 


England  started  tlie  railway  system  of  Japan,  and  was  thns  given  a 
natural  precedence  in  the  railway  development  of  the  country;  but,  as 
may  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  table,  she  has  not  maintaiued  her  l^d. 
The  United  Stntes  has  proved  its  ability  during  the  last  three  years 
to  compete  with  and  outdistance  its  great  rival.  In  1895,  Bngland 
exported  locomotives  to  Japan  valued  at  $380,935,  against  914^,l(>i> 
worth  from  the  United  States.  This  year,  exportations  of  locomotives 
to  tbis  country  stand  thus:  Great  Britain,  $899,129;  United  States, 
$1,191,905. 

This  Is  a  field  of  industry  which  has  been  properly  worked,  and  in 
which  the  superior  merits  of  American  locomotives  have  been  recog- 
nized, or  no  such  resalts  could  have  been  obtained. 

RAILROAD   IRON. 

The  contest  for  supplying  Japan  lies  between  England  and  the 
United  States,  and  it  is  likely  that  it  will  continue.  In  16d5,  Great 
Britain  furnished  nearly  all  the  railroad  iron  imported  into  this  coun- 
try, a  very  small  quantity  having  been  exported  from  Belgium  and 
Germany ;  the  United  States  supplied  none.  In  1896,  the  United  States 
exiiorted  only  a  little  more  than  one  sixth  as  mnch  of  railroad  iron  to 
this  country  as  England  did,  bat  in  1897,  a  very  notable  increase  took 
place  from  the  United  States  in  such  shipments,  and  exportations  from 
the  two  countries  stood  thus:  Great  Britain,  $810,110;  United  States, 
$615,018. 

At  this  rate,  another  year  will  show  the  United  States  to  have  left  its 
competitor  in  this  export  far  behind. 

IRON,  BAR   Ain>  ROD,  PLATE,  SHEET,  AND   PIO. 

Dnring  1895-90,  the  United  States  exported  none  of  the  above-named 
manuftictures  to  Japan.  The  following  table,  however,  shows  oar  conn- 
try  to  have  been  one  of  the  principal  exporters  in  this  line  in  1897: 
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IRON  NAItS,  BOLTS,  AND  SCREWS. 

In  1895,  the  United  States  exported  to  Japan  bnt  $33  worth  of  iron 
bolts  and  screws  and  $3,621  worth  of  iron  nails,  against  which  we 
exported  last  year,  iron  bolts  and  screws  valued  at  $5,262,  and  iron 
nails  valued  at  $469,689.  Germany  was  the  largest  shipper  of  nails  to 
Japan  in  189b',  sending  an  amount  equal  to  $469,485,  against  $116,160 
worth  from  the  United  States;  but  last  year,  as  shown  by  a  preceding 
table,  these  two  countries  changed  places,  the  United  States  having 
shipped  a  large  amount,  while  Germany  dropped  to  less  than  one-half 
her  former  export. 
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OOTTON-SPINNINa  HACHUfBBY. 

The  United  States  does  not  materially  help  to  sopply  the  vast  qaan- 
tity  of  spiuning  machinery  required  in  Japan.  Thia  field  ia  one  in 
which  England  seems  to  have  always  had  a  monopoly.  Her  exports 
here  of  snch  machinery  during  the  last  year  amounted  to  (2,632,509, 
against  C4,So7  worth  from  the  United  States,  and  but  little  firom  any 
other  conntry, 

This  state  of  affairs  should  be  looked  into  carefally  by  enterprising 
American  manufacturers  of  machinery,  as  cotton  spinning  in  Japan  is 
rapidly  on  the  increase,  involving  a  brisk  demand  for  equipment. 

Japanese  agencies  for  the  purchase  of  spinning  machinery  are  estab- 
lished in  New  York.  Osaka  is  the  chief  cotton  spinning  and  weaving 
district,  and  manufactures  immense  quantities  of  cotton  cloth,  not  only 
for  home  use,  but  for  export  to  Ohina,  Korea,  and  Hongkong. 

PAPEB-HAKINQ  UACHIMEBT. 

The  United  States  slightly  leads  in  thia  export  Kewrly  all  of  it 
comes  from  there  and  Bugland.  Id  1896,  oar  country  shipped  paper- 
making  machinery  into  Japan  valued  at  t65,HiG,  against  shipments  of 
the  same  from  England  of  424,796.  During  the  year  under  review, 
exports  stood:  United  States,  4197,000;  England,  $176,032.  These 
latter  figures  show  a  largely  increased  demand  for  this  machinery,  and 
it  should  be  noted  that  the  exports  from  the  two  countries  named  are 
now  nearly  balanced.  Large  paper  mills  are  established  in  this 
consular  district. 

DYNAMO  ELECTEIC  MAOHIMEBT. 

The  United  States  is  well  ahead  in  this  export  and  shoold  strive  to 
maintain  ite  lead,  as  there  is  no  donbt  that  with  the  opening  np  of 
Japan  consequent  upon  the  operation  of  the  new  treaties  in  1899,  the 
demand  for  this  machinery  will  be  greatly  stimulated,  as  will  also  be 
the  case  with  many  otheor  foreign  inventions  and  productions. 

The  following  table  names  the  principal  countries  exporting  this 
machinery,  and  the  value  exported  from  each,  during  the  last  three 
years: 
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HENina   MAOHHTEBY. 


This  is  used  for  the  mining  of  coal,  silver,  copper,  sulphur,  and 
antimony.    The  imports  were : 
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Flour  is  a  growing  import  iuto  this  country,  and  the  United  E 
Bnpplies  moBt  of  it,  a  very  small  quantity  being  shipped  from  British 
America  and  China.  The  United  States  more  than  doubled  its  export 
of  flour  to  Japan  in  189ti;  but  during  the  last  year,  the  exports  of  this 
article  gained  only  about  17  per  cent,  in  consequence  of  its  enhanced 
value  at  home,  cheapness  being  an  indiapensable  condition  to  ready 
sale  in  this  country.  When  the  price  of  flour  in  the  United  States 
again  becomes  normal,  it  will  no  doubt  soon  be  much  more  extensively 
exported  to  this  country. 

EAW  COTTON. 

Since  1895,  British  India  has  gained  largely  in  the  exportation  of 
raw  cotton  to  Japan,  having  more  than  trebled  its  shipments  in  three 
years,  while  China  has  fallen  behiod  about  50  per  cent. 

The  United  States  gained  more  than  80  per  cent  in  1896  over  the 
preceding  year,  and  more  than  70  per  cent  in  the  year  under  review, 
in  commenting  on  the  increased  import  here  of  American  cotton,  the 
annaal  report  of  the  foreign  chamber  of  commerce  at  K6b6  states  that 
from  October  to  December  last,  120,000  bales  were  contracted  for,  and 
that,  in  consequence,  spinners  would,  in  the  near  fhture,  be  using  40 
per  cent  of  American  cotton  against  12  to  15  per  cent  in  former  years. 
It  was  also  stated  in  the  report  that  the  working  of  American  cotton 
both  reduced  the  running  expenses  of  the  mills  and  increased  their 
capacity  to  turn  out  the  finished  product. 


The  following  tables  show  the  shipping  at  Hiogo  (Kob^)  of  the  sev- 
eral countries  named  for  the  year  1897,  in  comparison  with  that  of  the 
year  1896: 
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MeroJuiHl  TMiiIa  eat^rtd  »nd  cleared  eoattattt  ditriJig  ti*  fear  1896. 
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EXPORT  OF  MATTTSO  AND  BUaS. 


There  was  a  large  falling  off  in  the  exportation  of  mattange  firotn 
this  port  to  the  United  States  during  the  last  half  of  the  year,  con- 
sequent upon  the  operation  of  the  duty  on  that  article. 

As  is  always  the  rule  in  such  cases,  exdortations  were  greatly  sdmu- 
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lated  immediately  previoas  to  the  date  vhen  the  duty  took  effect,  and 
greatly  diminiBlied  immediately  thereafter. 

Dnnng  the  aix  months  ending  December  31, 1896,  there  were  exported 
fh>m  here  to  the  United  States  199,400  rolls,  againbt  00,499  rolls  dar- 
ing the  corresponding  time  in  1897,  there  bein^  a  deficiency  of  108,901 
rolls  daring  the  six  months  immediately  following  the  operation  of  the 
tariff. 

Daring  the  first  six  months  of  1S97  a  large  portion  of  the  matting 
exported  was  of  the  better  and  best  grades;  baton  account  of  the  rate 
of  4  cents  per  yard  and  25  per  cent  ad  ralorem  additional  npon  grades 
above  10  cents  per  yard,  sbipmentB  since  the  imposition  of  duty  have 
been  confined  principally  to  the  grades  not  exceeding  10  cents  per  yard. 

The  exportation  of  rngs  has  be<Bn  affected  in  the  same  manner.  Dar- 
ing the  aix  months  ending  December  31,  1896,  when  the  daty  on 
Japaaese  rngs  was  bat  20  per  cent,  3,894  bales  were  exported  to  the 
United  States  from  this  port,  against  1,335  bales  daring  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1897,  during  which  time  the  daty  was  50  per  cent. 

As  to  the  difference  in  the  quantity  of  matting  exported  daring 
corresponding  periods  in  1896-97,  a  small  portion  of  it  may  be  attrib- 
nt«d  to  extraordinary  shipments  in  anticipation  of  daty,  but  there  is 
no  donbt  that  the  shrinkage  is  mainly  due  to  the  duty  imposed. 

It  shonld,  however,  be  stated  that  the  lessened  exportation  of  rugs 
is  probably  caused  as  much  by  deterioration  of  quality  as  by  the 
increased  duty.  An  examination  of  the  customs  returns  shows  that 
the  decreased  export  of  rugs  to  the  United  States  has  been  coanter- 
balanced  by  their  increased  export  to  Great  Britain, 


The  tables  and  general  remarks  contained  in  this  report  applying  to 
the  whole  of  Japan,  have  been  submitted  in  consequence  of  this  being 
the  great  central  port  of  the  Empire,  through  which  a  large  proportion 
of  the  imports  thus  tabled  must  necessarily  pass. 

Attention  is  especially  called  to  the  fact  that  there  are  a  great  many 
lesser  imports  from  the  United  States  not  officially  tabulated  by  the 
customs  authorities,  and  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  they  comprise  initial 
shipments  of  various  articles  of  merchandise  which,  if  followed  up  by 
proper  effort,  may  be  found  profitable  to  the  exporters. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  add  that  commercial  conditions  at  this  port 
should  attract  the  careful  attention  of  American  producers  whose  lines 
correspond  with  the  trade  wants  of  Japan. 

Sahubl  S.  Lton,  Consul. 

IIlOGO,  July  G,  1898. 

SUPPLBMENTAST  BEPOST. 

An  examination  of  commercial  conditions  at  this  port  daring  the  six 
months  euded  Jane  30,  1898,  shows  an  increased  import  and  export 
business,  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  half  year  under  review  shows,  however,  that  this  port  has  gained 
but  little  in  exportatioas,  the  increased  aggregate  of  foreign  trade 
being  due  to  excessive  importations,  these  having  been  57  per  cent 
larger  than  daring  the  first  six  months  of  last  year. 

It  shonld  be  stated  that  the  heavier  importations  have  been  too  large 
for  the  demands  of  trade,  as  in  certain  lines  of  merchandise,  it  became 
uecessary  to  store  large  quantities  in  warehouses,  the  Japanese  pur- 
chasers being  unable  to  take  delivery  in  conseqoenceof  the  stringency 
0  B— TOL  1 70 
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of  the  mone^  market.  It  should  also  be  uot«d  that  among  the  exces- 
sive importations  lield  back  for  payment,  are  large  qaantities  of 
American  pig  iron  and  raw  cotton. 

The  stagnation  in  monetary  affurs  has  probably  been  augmented  by 
the  recent  change  from  a  silver  to  a  gold  basis,  bat  it  ia  generally 
anticipated  that  the  beneficial  results  arising  from  a  stable  oonency 
will  tend  t«  soon  bring  abont  a  period  of  greater  prosperity  in  this 
country  than  has  yet  been  known. 

The  following  are  official  tables  of  imports  and  exports  at  and  fh>iD 
this  port  dnring  tlie  first  half  of  this  year,  compared  with  those  for  the 
first  half  of  last  year,  showing  the  increase  referred  to,  tIz: 


ISW. 

1807. 

Inctaue. 

Ten. 

■SKsr 

Ten. 

"SSST 

T«n. 

Onllad  State! 

rt» 

2t:^oij 

ttSS! 

m;  Mi;  032 

•ai!!:ffi 

«,iu,Tn 

7M.010 

K»P«rt- 

Eicw  or  Imports. 

S5,IHI.i33 
no,  281,  G 18 

!?,««,  09*  120,088,060 

12.  Sim,  851 

2»,«1,771 

so.m,-m 

ii.asi.ou 

1^S7^.1ST 

The  foregoing  table  also  shows  the  excess  of  imports  during  the  first 
six  months  of  1898  to  be  more  than  double  the  excess  of  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  l!S97. 

The  following  is  a  table  showing  the  value  and  increase  of  certain 
exports  from  the  United  States  to  this  port, in  which  it  either  leads  all 
other  countries  or  exports  largely;  also,  its  principal  competitors  in  sach 
exports,  the  same  being  shown  for  the  first  six  months  each  of  1897-98: 
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The  principal  exportB  to  the  Dnited  Statea  during  the  first  six  moDths 
of  1897-98  are  represented  by  the  following  fuble;  aUo  their  valae  and 
increase  or  decn^se,  during  the  correepODOing  periods  stated: 
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The  principal  imports  fi-om  the  United  States  daring  the  first  six 
months  of  1897-98  are  represented  by  the  following  tables;  also  their 
value  and  increase  or  decrease  during  the  corresponding  periods  stated : 
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The  United  States  during  the  first  half  of  1S98,  as  compared  with  all 
other  conntries,  stood  second  at  this  port  in  exports  and  third  in  imports. 
During  the  corresponding  period  last  year,  its  exports,  compared  wiUi 
all  other'countries,  racked  third  and  its  imports  third. 

In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  until  lately,  comparatively  few 
American  producers  have  seriously  contested  for  Japanese  markets,  it 
is  very  gratifying  to  note  the  present  remiu'kable  increase  of  exports 
fl-om  the  United  States. 

It  is  no  doabt  due  to  a  variety  of  causes  other  than  the  increased 
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activity  of  our  esporters,  among  vhicb  may  be  mentioned  tbe  recogni- 
tion by  the  Japanese  people  of  the  superior  merits  of  American  products 
and  manufactores,  conpled  witb  tbeir  friendly  commercial  spirit  toward 
oar  coantry.  Dae  credit  should  also  be  given  to  mercantile  associa- 
tions in  the  United  States  formed  for  tbe  purpose  of  pioneering  Ameri- 
ean  trade  in  the  East. 

Daring  the  last  year,  both  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Haseam  and 
the  American  Export«i-a'  Association  have  sent  to  Japan  active  and 
able  representatives  to  help  open  the  way  for  our  commerce. 

Mr.  O.  A,  Ureen,  who  represented  the  Philadelphia  Museum,  was 
most  warmly  received  by  both  the  native  and  foreign  chambers  of  com- 
merce at  this  port,  before  which  bodies,  npon  invitation,  he  delivered 
addresses  which  attracted  the  cloBe  attention  of  native  and  foreign 
merchants.  Newspaper  interviews  were  printed  in  both  English  and 
Japanese  jonrnals  explaining  the  object  of  the  mosenm  and  scope  of 
its  work,  and  it  may  be  said  that  general  interest  in  American  com- 
mercial matters  was  awakened  by  the  visit  of  the  representatives. 

The  organized  efforts  put  forth  by  these  associations  and  by  others 
of  like  character  can  not  fail  in  their  object,  if  properly  utilized  by  our 
exporters. 

Another  and  an  important  cause  for  the  increased  importatioD  of 
American  goods  has  been  the  higher  duties  about  to  be  imposed;  butit 
is  fair  to  presume  that  the  imports  from  all  other  countries  have  also 
been  stimulated  by  them.  Therefore,  the  ratio  of  each  country's  export 
is  a  correct  one,  as  shown  by  tbe  accompanying  tables. 

The  value  of  United  States  trade  with  this  port  during  the  first  half 
of  ISO?  and  of  1898  is  stated  in  the  tables  below,  which  show  an  increase 
this  year  of  a  little  over  60  per  cent  in  imports  and  a  decrease  of  about 
1  per  cent  in  exports. 
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BAW  COTTON. 

The  statiatics  of  this  largest  and  most  rapidly  growing  export  of  the 
United  States  to  this  port  for  the  first  half  of  the  last  two  years  are 
shown  in  the  tables  below,  together  with  the  exports  of  the  commodity 
from  other  cotton-producing  countries  during  the  same  periods,  and  the 
increase  or  decrease  iu  value  of  their  shipments. 
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The  foregoing  table  shows  tliat  in  even  figures,  46,000,000  pounds 
more  of  raw  cotton  cuoie  to  this  port  during  the  first  half  of  18U8  than 
during  the  correspoudiug  period  of  1897.  Ext>ortation8  of  this  com- 
modity from  China  are  shown  to  have  fallen  ofT  13,000,000  ponnds,  and 
India,  the  only  real  competitor  of  our  conutry  at  present,  is  shown  to 
have  gained  but  6,500,000  pounds,  while  the  phenomenal  gain  of 
51,000,000  ponnds  has  been  made  by  the  United  States. 

The  great  falling  off  in  importation  from  China  is  largely  caused  by 
the  recent  establishment  of  factories  iu  that  eountry,  which  use  their 
own  product,  and  an  explanation  of  the  Jack  of  greater  increase  from 
India  is  fonnd  in  the  fact  that  there  is  a  growing  demand  in  Japan  for 
the  better  grades  of  goods,  which  require  American  cotton. 

ABIEKIOAN  DRY  GOODS. 

I  think  it  would  be  well  for  some  of  our  American  mannfiictarers  of 
calico  prints  to  make  a  trial  of  their  goods  in  this  market.  I  have  been 
here  about  one  year,  and  so  far,  have  not  seeo  a  yard  of  Amwicau 
calico  ofi'ered  for  sale  in  this  port. 

The  Japanese  manufacture  an  imitatioQ  of  our  prints,  bat  a  very 
poor  one,  said  to  be  uot  durable  in  color,  and,  as  to  texture,  not  nearly 
so  strong,  while  the  cost  of  manufacture  is  somewhat  higher.  The 
Japanese  women  generally  wear  kimonos  made  firom  a  rather  heavier 
material  than  printed  calico,  but  during  the  summer  months,  a  lighter 
weight  would  be  preferable,  because  not  so  warm.  Dark  blue  is  the 
favorite  color  of  both  seses.  The  indigo  bine  calicoes  made  in  the 
United  States,  if  introduced  in  Japan,  would  no  doubt  find  a  market, 
as  would  also  the  various  shades  of  silver  grays  so  much  worn  here. 
Plain  colors  would  perhaps  be  most  sought,  but  it  is  likely  that  a 
demand  could  soon  be  created,  also,  for  printed  ealicoes  in  both  dark 
and  light  colors.  Cheapness  is  the  great  desideratnm  in  this  country, 
and  there  does  not  seem  to  be  anything  here  which  in  price  or  quality 
could  prevent  the  introduction  of  American  calicoes.  There  is  not 
much  doubt  that  cheap  grades  of  fast  colored  American  lawns  and 
chalJies  could  also  be  introduced  at  this  port. 

American  manufacturers  of  ordinary  mosquito  nettings  should  also 
look  into  this  market.  There  are  mills  in  Paterson,  K.  J.,  manufactur- 
ing a  certain  low-priced  grade  which  no  doubt  could  quickly  displace 
the  so-called  mosquito  nettings  manufactured  in  this  country.  Those 
made  here  closely  resemble  what  in  America  is  termed  cheese  doth  or 
thin  bunting.  They  are  narrow,  and  consequently  it  is  necessarT  to 
sew  the  breadths  together.  Besides,  they  cost  more  than  twice  as 
much  per  yard. 

Mosquito  nettings  made  in  our  country  exclude  the  mosqcito  and 
admit  the  air,  while  Japanese  nettings  exclude  both  air  and  mosquito. 
That  insect  is  far  more  numerous  here  than  iu  most  localities  in  the 
United  States,  and  its  bite  is  more  poisonous;  hence,  there  is  an  almost 
universal  demand  for  netting.  It  may  be  said  that  during  about  four 
months  of  the  year,  everybody  in  this  portion  of  the  Empire  is  com- 
pelled to  sleep  nnder  mosquito  netting. 

moVSTiLIAI^  00HDITI0N8. 

As  to  the  Industrial  interests  of  this  district,  it  may  be  said  they  are 
in  their  usual  condition,  which  is  one  of  moderate  advance.  In  mann- 
f^turing  -towns  and  cities,  there  is  a  steady  demand  for  improved 
machinery  and  for  many  modem  manufactures,  and  there  is  also  an 
increased  adaptation  to  improved  methods  generally.  ~  i 
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The  Japanese  ore  cootinually  having  more  wants  to  snpply,  and  in 
many  lines  are  themselves  becoming  more  able  to  snpply  them,  bat 
there  IB  a  large  field  here  in  which  to  introdace  many  of  the  superior 
prodnctions  of  onr  country. 

Gonsnls  in  Japan  fi-eqaently  have  applications  made  to  them  for 
information  looking  to  the  introdaction  of  farming  implements.  Japa- 
nese farmers  are  very  much  behind  in  regard  to  farming  tools,  only 
those  of  primitive  origin  being  need.  The  farmers  are  wide-awake 
enough  iu  cultivating  the  land ;  there  are  no  vacant  lots  or  stretches  of 
pasture  land  np  to  the  very  edge  of  the  city.  Although  they  use  do 
labor-saving  machinery,  the  soil  Is  well  tilled,  but  tilled  by  the  hardest, 
all  hand  work.  Large  hoes  are  used  for  shovels,  men's  shoulders  for 
wheelbarrows,  and  a  cow  is  utilized  in  place  of  a  horse,  hitched  to  a 
wooden  instead  of  an  iron  plow. 

The  greatest  obstacle  to  the  introduction  of  labor-saving  macliiiiery 
inJapanforfarmingpurposesisthelowprice  paid forfarm labor.  Greatly 
improved  methods  in  tilling  the  soil  will  not  be  introduced  until  wages 
materially  advance,  and  perhaps  not  even  then,  unless  labor-saving 
machinery  is  shown  on  Japanese  farms  by  foreigners. 

The  Japanese  fanners  live  in  villages,  and  their  land  lies  around  the 
villages.  In  traveling  by  rail,  one  passes  throagh  large  cultivated 
tracte  looking  like  well-kept  gudens,  without  a  house  in  sight,  when 
suddenly  a  little  cluster  of  neat  fUrmhonses  will  appear  in  view.  There 
is  no  class  of  the  population  more  industrious  and  thrifty  than  the 
Japanese  farmers. 

TEA  TRADE. 

There  was  much  concern  in  Japan  when,  iu  June  last,  the  United 
States  Government  placed  a  war  tax  of  10  cents  per  pound  npon  the 
importation  of  teas.  That  feeling  was  manifested  by  the  tea  interests 
to  such  an  extent,  that  the  Kobe  and  Yokohama  native  chambers  of 
commerce  forwarded  to  our  Government  a  protest  against  the  imposi- 
tioD  of  the  duty,  with  a  view  to  at  least  secure  its  modidcation.  This 
apprehension  was  a  very  natural  one,  as  nearly  all  Japanese  teas  had 
previonsly  gone  to  the  United  States,  and  it  wa^  feared  that  the  tax, 
together  with  the  edects  of  the  war  then  existing  in  onr  country,  might 
exclude  a  large  percentage  of  the  tea  crop.  Whatever  the  oanse,  since 
the  tariff  went  into  operation,  the  statistics  of  shipment  show  a  remark- 
ablv  large  decrease. 

The  commercial  bureau  in  the  foreign  office  instituted  an  inquiry 
amoD^the  Yokohama  Tea  Guild,  after  four  months'  operation  of  the 
Amencan  tariff  on  teas,  as  to  the  e&'ect  it  had  in  Japan.  The  reply  of 
the  guild  was  that  during  that  time  the  export  of  teas  from  the  port  of 
Yokohama  and  Kobe  hod  shown  a  decrease  of  3,000,000  kin  (1,000,000 
pounds). 

Shipments  of  tea  were  very  greatly  stimulated  immediately  before  the 
imposition  of  the  duty,  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  In  the  6ret  gix 
mouths  of  1898,  daring  Che  last  one  of  which  the  duty  took  effect,  folly 
70  per  cent  more  in  value  of  teas  were  sent  to  the  United  States  than 
daring  the  corresponding  period  of  1807.  The  brisk  demand  engendered 
before  the  duty  went  into  effect,  together  with  the  rise  in  values  of  other 
principal  commodities,  forced  prices  up  to  &om  2  yen  (99  cents)  to  3  yen 
(91.49)  per  pical,  and  they  have  been  well  maintained  even  since  the 
operation  of  the  duty. 

The  tea  crop  was  not  as  closely  picked  this  year  as  formerly,  in  coo- 
sequence  of  growers  anticipating  a  much  lessened  demand,  for  the  rea- 


A8IA:   JAPAN.  ■     1111 

BOD  stAted.  When  teas  advaoced,  prices  went  relatively  higher  ou  the 
lower  grades,  they  beinr  most  in  demand,  as  the  duty,  added  to  the 
value  of  the  higher  priced  teas,  placed  them  beyond  popalar  use. 

As  to  this  year's  quality,  it  may  be  considered  barely  an  average  one. 
The  inferior  tens  exported  this  year  have  been  shipped  to  Canada  and 
Korea,  in  consequence  of  their  rejection  by  theTJnited  States  standard. 

The  best  qualities  of  Japan  teas  are  grown  in  Yamashiio,  near  Kioto. 

MATTIliaS  XTNDEH   UNITED  STATES  TABIPP. 

The  Americaii  tariff  upon  mattings,  which  went  into  effect  last  year, 
does  not  seem  to  have  greatly  diminished  the  gross  value  of  that  export 
to  our  country.  There  would  probably  have  been  as  much  in  value 
exported  during  the  first  half  of  1898  as  during  the  first  half  of  1897, 
were  it  not  that  exports  were  etimolated  throughout  the  first  six  months 
of  1897  by  the  anticipated  tanft*.  As  regards  the  quality  of  matting 
sent  to  our  country,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  duty,  being  partly  specific, 
has  the  effect  of  largely  excluding  the  finer  grades,  upon  which  the 
tariff  is  relatively  higher. 

Since  January  1  last,  there  has  been  a  steady  demand  for  all  kinds  of 
matting  costing  not  more  than  10  cents  per  yard,  as  the  dnty  on  this 
class  of  matting  ia  less  in  proportion.  The  better  grades  have  not  been 
mnoh  in  request. 

In  regard  to  the  present  assessment  of  duty  upon  mattings.  It  is 
applied  in  such  manner  that  the  difference  in  qnality  of  even  1  cent  per 
y^d,  while  hardly  perceptible,  carries  an  enhanced  specific  duty  of  4 
cents  per  yard,  besides  an  ad  valorem  one  of  25  per  cent.  It  is  there- 
fore apparent  that,  in  order  to  obtain  the  difference  in  qnality  of  bnt 
1  cent  per  yard  above  the  lO-cent  grade,  the  duty  is  increased  C9  cents 
per  yard — that  is  to  say,  a  matting  costing  10  cents  with  dnty  added  is 
increased  to  bnt  13  cents,  while  one  costing  11  cents  with  daty  added 
is  increased  to  20^  centR. 

It  is  claimed  by  Jap^iese  producers  of  matting  that  the  present  com- 
bination of  a  specific  and  an  ad  valorem  duty  upon  their  product  dis- 
criminates against  them,  and  in  favor  of  mattings  made  in  China;  that 
the  great  bulk  of  Chinese  mattings  are  of  the  lower  grades,  which  escape 
the  higher  proportioned  dnty,  and  that  China  is  not  prepared  to  make 
tbe  finer  qualities  which  Japan  is  capable  of  proiiucin"  bnt  can  not 
dispose  of  to  our  country  under  the  present  arrangeme^ih 

Considering  the  disproxHirttoned  tariff,  it  is  probably  tme,  as  claimed 
by  the  manaEactorers,  that  in  order  to  encourage  the  production  of  tbe 
better  grades  of  matting  for  export  to  tbe  United  States,  it  will  be  nec- 
essary to  change  the  present  specific  duty  on  low  qualities  and  the 
combination  dnty  upon  better  ones,  to  an  ad  valorem  rate  upon  all. 

The  following- named  countries  and  dependencies  are  tbe  principal 
ones  importing  matting  iVom  this  port;  they  purchased  here  during 
the  first  half  of  1898,  the  values  shown  in  tho  following  table: 
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OUfPHOR  AND  OAMPHOB   TBKE8. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  camphor  in  its  refined  state  is  exported 
from  tUis  port.  The  value  shipped  during  the  first  half  of  1898  nearly 
trebled  the  shipments  during  the  first  half  of  1897.  There  are  several 
reflneries  in  Kobe,  operated  almost  e:cclusively  by  foreigners.  The 
value  of  camphor  shipped  from  this  port  during  the  first  six  months  of 
1897  was  $34,033.  During  the  six  months  ended  June  30, 1898,  the 
value  exported  was  $93,656. 

I  have  gathered,  from  an  official  source,  certain  facts  iu  connection 
vith  the  propagation  of  the  camphor  tree  in  Japan  and  In  Formosa, 
which  I  submit  in  the  following  synopsis: 

Camphor  forests  have  been  replanted  by  the  Japanese  Govemment 
during  tlie  last  five  years  in  the  prefectures  of  Uita,  Kagoshima, 
Miyasaki,  and  Kochi.  Trees  producing  the  best  quality  of  camphor  are 
grown  iu  the  prefectures  named  above.  Camphor  forests  grow  spon- 
taneously in  level  ground  and  on  the  sides  of  mountains  facing  south. 
In  planting  camphor  trees,  the  slow  slope  of  a  mountaiu  not  high 
above  the  sea  level  is  selected. 

In  Formosa,  where  the  climate  is  a  warmer  one,  camphor  trees  grow 
best  on  monntaiua  facing  north,  as  the  temperature  of  the  southern 
slopes  is  too  high,  camphor  trees  requiring  a  cert^n  kind  of  climate. 
The  trees  thrive  best  on  mountains  at  an  altitude  of  3,000  to  5,000  feet 
above  sea  level,  and  produce  the  largest  percentage  of  camphor  at 
5,000  feet. 

Dry  soil  is  best  for  camphor  trees;  they  will  not  grow  fn  moist 
ground.    Trees  of  four  to  six  years'  growth  are  the  best. 

During  the  reign  of  the  feudal  lords,  camphor  trees  grew  spontane- 
ously iu  many  of  the  warmer  localities  in  Japan,  and  the  cutting  of 
them  was  prohibited  by  edict.  Since  the  restoration,  however,  the 
forests  have  beeu  greatly  decimated  and  but  gradually  replanted.  The 
largest  export  of  camphor  from  Japan,  during  the  last  twelve  years, 
was  iu  1890,  Che  amount  exported  that  year  being  valued  at  nearly 
$10,000,000.  The  amount  exported  during  the  last  year  was  (049,558. 
This  port  by  far  exceeds  all  others  iu  Japan,  iu  its  ezportations  of 
camphor. 

NEW  TABIFF  BATES. 

The  new  Japanese  conventional  and  statutory  tariSs'  will  be  enforced 
from  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1899.  This  is  a  matter  of  considerable 
importance  to  importers  here,  as  it  will  necessarily  rearrange  many  lines 
of  merchandise.  The  present  duties  have  existed  so  long  and  are  so 
light  that  the  full  effect  of  the  new  tarifi'  rates,  materially  advancing 
the  coat  of  numerous  articles  in  Japan,  will  be  watched  with  interest. 

In  shipping  goods  to  the  Japanese  markets,  exporters  should  take 
into  consideration  not  only  the  fact  that  large  stocks  are  stored  in 
godowns,  on  account  of  the  Japanese  merchants' inability  to  take  deliv- 
ery, but  that  in  addition,  heavy  importations  have  taken  place  in  antici- 
pation of  the  new  tariff  rates. 

The  duty  upon  certain  of  the  principal  imports  from  the  United  States 
will  be  changed,  on  January  1, 1899,  from  the  existing  rates  to  higher 
ones,  both  of  which  are  tabled  below. 

>.  201,  8epl«mb«r,  1897,  ud  Advance  Shasta,  No.  3G(^ 
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SUGAR  EBFINING  IB  OaAKA. 


Among  the  many  mannfaotories  in  Ouaka  is  the  recently  added  Bngar 
refinery,  operated  by  the  Japan  Sugar  Keflning  Company,  Limited. 
The  main  buildings  and  plant  are  very  heavily  consti-Qcted,  in  order  to 
protect  the  latter  from  seiBtoic  distarban(»s.  The  raw  material  for 
refining  is  bronght  principally  from  Formosa,  Manila,  and  Java. 

Kine  centrifugal  machines  are  used,  driven  at  9,000  periphery  feet 
I)er  minute.  The  boiler  equipment  is  said  to  be  the  largest  in  Japan, 
there  being  eight  boilers,  each  8  feet  in  diameter  and  30  feet  in  length, 
with  two  economizers  working  in  conjunction.  The  works  were  con- 
structed by  an  English  firm,  and  are  capable  of  turning  oat  70  tons  of 
refined  sagar  per  day.  There  is  but  one  other  sugar  refinery  in  Japan, 
and  that  is  situated  in  Tokyo. 
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The  new  Japanese  taxitf  will  be  in  the  line  of  protection  to  home 
industries,  and  favorable  to  sagar  reflning  id  this  conntty,  there  bein^ 
an  advanced  duty  of  but  26  sen  (13  cents)  per  picul  on  raw  sagaa, 
while  there  is  an  increase  of  64  sen  (32  cents)  per  pical  on  the  re&ned 
product. 

NEW  HA.KBOR  BBOULATIONS. 

Although  this  port  has  been  open  during  the  last  thirty  years,  an^ 
the  bay  has  so  long  been  filled  with  shipping  of  all  kinds,  it  has  never 
been  governed  by  specific  harbor  regulations. 

A  foreigner  had  been  employed  as  harbor  master,  but  as  he  bad  no 
rules  to  ask  the  consuls'  euforcemeut  of,  he  was  generally  compelled  to 
arrange  any  difficulties  which  might  arise  between  himself  and  masters 
of  vessels  in  such  way  as  could  be  mutually  agreed  upon. 

Japanese  harbor  regnlations  have  now,  however,  been  promulgated 
for  the  rtuious  open  ports  of  the  Empire,  and  they  will  take  effect  at 
this  port  on  the  1st  of  November,  1898.^ 

The  regulations  which  will  then  come  into  operation  are  similar  in 
character  to  those  enforced  at  eqnally  important  points  elsewhere,  and 
until  the  coming  into  effect  of  the  new  treaties,  the  consuls  of  the  sev- 
eral countries  will  be  expected  to  cooperate  iu  their  enforcement. 

TBON  VAJLB. 

United  States  exporters  last  year  gained  the  nail  market  of  this 
port  from  Qermauy,  and  during  the  six  months  ended  June  30,  1898, 
have  reduced  the  shipments  of  that  country  to  a  minimum. 

The  following  table  shows  the  export  here  from  each  country,  daring 
tbe  first  six  months  of  1897-98: 
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It  may  be  seen  from  the  above  tables,  however,  that  the  combined 
exports  of  nails  &om  both  countries,  daring  the  period  stated  in  1898, 
are  45  per  cent  less  than  in  the  corresponding  time  in  1897. 

BAXLB  AlfD  RAJLWAT  HATEBUL. 

Id  1896,  the  United  States  sent  to  Japan  only  one-sisth  as  much  io 
value  of  rails  and  railway  materials  as  came  from  England.  In  1897, 
we  shipped  three-fourths  as  much,  and  during  the  period  under  review 
of  this  year,  we  have  sent  to  this  port  four-fifths  as  much  of  those  prod- 
ucts as  came  Irom  England. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  combined  value  of  such  exports  from  the 
two  conntriea  named,  during  the  first  half  of  this  year,  foil  31  per  cent 
below  the  combined  value  of  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 
This  falling  off  may  be  wholly  attributed  to  the  financial  stringency 
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now  prevtiiling  in  Japan.  There  are  more  railvaya  projected  bere, 
awaitiDg  a  better  flaaDcial  coDdition  of  tbe  coaDtrj',  than  ever  before. 
When  conditioDB  are  favorable,  these  projects  will  be  as  fiilly  carried 
oat  as  is  possible  with  sach  resources  as  this  coaotry  can  command, 
and  should  foreign  capitalists  become  satisfied  with  the  operation  of  the 
new  treaties  coming  into  effect  next  Jnly,  it  is  probable  that  the  enter- 
prise of  railroad  building  will  be  given  a  greatly  added  impetus  by  the 
influx  of  foreign  capitaL 


The  United  States,  having  snch  vast  railroad  systems,  necessitating 
tbe  most  perfect  equipment,  is  the  country  naturally  looked  to  for  loco- 
motiTee  of  the  highest  standard.  American  locomotives  have  been 
critically  tested  by  Japanese  Ck>vemment  experts,  and  their  superiority 
has  been  well  acknowledged  by  the  large  purchases  of  them  by  tbiB 
country  during  the  last  calendar  year,  and  by  the  lead  they  have  main- 
tained at  this  jwrt  and  probably  at  the  other  open  ports  of  tbe  Empire 
daring  the  six  months  under  review.  During  the  last  calendar  year, 
the  Uuited  States  sent  locomotives  to  Japan  valued  at  11,191,905, 
against  $899,129  worth  £rom  England^  During  the  last  calendar  year, 
sach  exportation  firom  the  United  States  to  this  port  only,  amounted  to 
$306,831. 

Importationa  of  locomotives  at  this  i>ort  from  the  Fnited  States  in 
thedrstBixmonthsof  1896 were  $14,153;  in  1897,  $95409;  andinlSSS, 
$144,293. 


Although  Great  Britain  is  the  chief  coantry  in  tbe  exportation  of 
pig  iron  to  this  port,  and  has  nearly  doubled  her  shipments  of  that 
article  here  during  the  first  six  months  of  1898,  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  period  of  1897,  it  may  be  said  that  tbe  United  States  has 
also  become  a  considerable  shipper  bere  of  tliat  product,  and  that  it 
has  gained  rapidly  during  the  time  specified,  having  increased  such 
shipments  to  more  than  ten  times  their  former  value. 

The  export  here  of  pig  iron  &om  our  country  is  light  in  comparison 
with  that  of  Great  Britain,  bnt  it  may  be  considered  large,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  fact  that  our  exporters  did  not  enter  thm  field  with 
that  article  until  last  year. 

It  has  been  stated  in  this  report  that  a  considerable  goantity  of  pig 
iron  is  now  being  held  in  warehouses  at  this  port  awaiting  delivery, 
but,  as  noted,  that  is  only  in  consequence  of  tbe  temporary  stringency 
of  the  money  market^  which  it  is  probable  will  soon  pass  away. 

This  coantry  is  in  but  a  semiexpanded  state,  and  it  will  continue  to 
largely  import  crude  materials  for  its  further  growth  in  manufactures. 

The  table  below  gives  the  value  and  increase  of  pig  iron  shipped 
from  tbe  conntries  named: 
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COMMERCIAL   RELATIONS. 


SOLE  LEATHER. 


Attention  is  particalarly  called  to  the  remarkably  large  increase  at 
tbis  port,  dniing  the  first  six  months  of  this  year,  in  the  ezportatiou  b; 
the  United  States  of  sole  leather,  the  value  of  such  export  having  been 
more  than  six  times  greater  than  during  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year.  Oar  country  does  not  meet  with  much  competitiou  here  in 
this  article.  The  only  competitors  dassified  in  the  cnstoms  returns  for 
the  first  six  months  of  last  year  were  East  India  and  France;  they  each 
shipped,  during  the  time,  about  |1,600  worth.  The  first  six  months  of 
this  year  show  France  to  have  sent  none,  while  East  India  has  increased 
her  export  of  that  article  to  $1.'),000. 

Each  year,  the  Japaoese  people  wear  more  shoes  and  are  having  more 
uses  for  leather  of  all  kinds.  The  close  attention  of  leather  producers 
iu  the  United  States  is  called  to  tbis  fact,  and  to  the  additional  one  that 
the  supply  must  come  from  abroad,  as,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of 
cattle  in  this  country,  the  Japanese  people  can  not  supply  themselves. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exportation  of  sole  leather  from  the 
United  States  to  this  port  during  the  years  1896  and  1S97,  and  fbr  the 
first  six  months  each  of  1897  and  1898: 
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The  following  tables  show  the  shipping  Interests  at  Hiogo  (Kobe)  of 
the  several  countries  named  for  the  period  of  1698,  under  review,  as 
compared  with  the  corxespondlng  period  of  last  year: 

MerohantvtneUanttfredfi'oniand  cleared  for  foraigit  oountrie*  January  1  litJumeSO,  1S98. 
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MtniuMt  wmU  enttrti  and  eUartd  MOttuiiM  January  1  to  June  SO,  1898. 
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COUMERCUL  BELATIONS. 

BKCAPtirtrLA.Troit. 
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The  flgnrea  ia  the  following  paragraph  are  taken  from  conaalar 
records: 

For  the  first  six  months  of  this  y6ar,tbere  entered  this  port  13  Ameri- 
can steamers  with  a  tonnage  of  ^061,  and  6  Amerioan  sailing  Tessels 
with  a  tonnage  of  11,325,  aggregating  18  vessels  with  a  tonai^e  of 
46,376,  OS  against  13  American  steamers  with  a  tonnage  of  34,905,  and 
10  American  sailing  vessels  with  a  tonnage  of  11,325,  aggregating  23 
vessels  with  a  tonnage  of  46,230,  for  the  corresponding  pemd  of  last 
ji'ear.  From  this,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a  slight  decrease 
m  the  tonnage  of  the  entering  steamers,  while  the  tonnage  of  sailing 
vessels  remains  the  same. 

For  the  same  period,  there  cleared  from  this  port  13  American  ateam- 
ers  with  a  tonnage  of  34,051,  aud  5  American  sailing  vessels  with  a 
tonnage  of  9,833,  aggregating  18  vessels  with  a  tonnage  of  43,884^  as 
against  13  American  steamers  with  a  tonnage  of  34,906,  and  9  Ameri- 
can sailing  vessels  with  a  tonnage  of  9,642^  aggregating  22  vessels 
with  a  tonnage  of  44,367  in  1897.  From  this  it  will  1^  seen  that  there 
bas  been  a  slight  decrease  in  the  tonnage  of  steamers  cleared  and  a 
slight  increase  in  the  tonnage  of  sailing  vessels  cleared  during  the  first 
six  months  of  this  year. 

There  were  70  merchant  vessels  that  cleared  £rom  this  port  with  gen- 
eral cargoes,  for  ports  in  Che  United  States,  daring  the  first  six  months 
of  this  year,  viz^  British,  12  American,  8  Japanese,  4  German,  3  Kor- 
wegian,  and  2  Hawaiian.  For  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year, 
there  were  50  vessels,  viz,  42  British,  11  American,  and  6  Japanese. 

From  the  flgnres  for  the  period  of  1808jander  review,  it  is  seen  that 
the  cargo  shipped  from  this  port  to  tbe  united  States  was  carried  In 
the  bottoms  of  59  per  cent  British,  17  per  cent  American,  11  per  cent 
Japanese,  6  per  cent  German,  4  per  cent  Norwegian,  and  3  per  OMit 
Hawaiian  vessels. 
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TBAKSPOKTATION. 


The  followiog  table  ^vee  the  namber  and  tonnage  of  vessels  plying 
betweeo  this  port  and  the  United  States: 
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The  largely  increased  balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  the  United  States 
at  Uiogo  for  the  last  half  year  will  doubtless  prove  a  most  satisfactory 
exhibit  to  our  exporters,  and  encourage  them  to  still  greater  eflbrt  in 
expanding  American  trade  at  this  port. 

Samuel  S.  Lyon,  Oontul. 

Hioao,  October  31, 1898. 


tmyr  tbanspobtation  paotlitibs. 

A  new  transpacific  line  of  steamers,  t«  be  operated  by  the  recently 
formed  "Oaliforniaand  Oriental  Steamship  Oompfuiy,'' will  be  put  into 
operation  in  December  next. 

These  steamers  will  mn  in  connection  with  the  Atchison,  Topeka, 
and  Santa  Fe  Railroad  system  in  the  United  States. 

The  terminal  points  will  be  Hongkong,  Ohina,  and  San  Diego.  Oal. 
The  new  line  of  steamers  will  ply  at  regular  intervals,  and  call  at  inter- 
mediate ports,  including  Y^okohama,  Hiogo,  and  Honolulu. 

Three  steamers  hare  been  chartered  for  this  line  for  three  years. 
They  are  the  Belgian  King,  3,379  tons;  the  Carlisle  Oits,  3,002  tons, 
and  the  Carmartkenahire,  2,929  tons. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  the  far  East  is  expanding 
rapidly,  as  shown  by  the  continoally  increasing  facilities  for  transpor- 
tation from  the  Pacific  coast. 

James  S.  Lton,  ConsuL 

Hiooo,  Hfovember  17, 1898. 
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The  total  imports  iuto  ibis  consalar  diatrict  (ezolasiTe  of  Formosa) 
of  all  foreign  gooda  for  the  period  ander  consideration,  vere  valned  at 
10,273,635  yen  ($S,1I6,27U),  an  increase  of  4]^  per  cent  over  the  same 
period  in  1897.  The  principal  articles  were  sagar,  raw  cotton,  tobacco, 
kerosene  oil,  iron  (both  pig  and  manafaotnred],  fertilizers,  and  floor. 
The  value  of  imports  &om  the  United  States  was  1,565,106  yen 
($779,423),  and  the  principal  articles  were  locomotive  engines  (and  parts 
thereof),  raw  cotton,  pig  and  manufactured  iron,  keroseue  oil,  salted 
meats,  wheat  flour,  and  lubricating  oil. 

The  total  exports  from  this  consalar  district  (exclusive  of  Formosa) 
during  the  same  period,  amounted  to  2,712,946  yen  ($1,351,017),  an 
increase  of  less  than  i  per  cent  over  the  same  montlis  of  1897.  The 
principal  articles  were  rice,  coal,  and  coke.  Hiceto  the  valae  of  289,019 
yen  and  a  smalt  amount  of  matting,  curios,  and  honsehold  effects 
went  to  the  United  States. 

Special  paragraphs,  hereinafter  submitted,  will  give  fairly  exact  infor- 
matSoQ  as  to  tbe  increase  or  decrease  in  the  more  important  lines  of 
exports  and  imports,  especially  such  as  enter  into  the  trade  of  the 
United  States. 

The  advantages  and  labor-saving  qualities  of  American  machines  and 
apparatQS  of  all  kinds,  and  the  greater  durability  of  certain  lines  of 
goods,  are  admitted  to  a  certain  extent  in  this  district,  bat  attention  is 
asked  to  the  comments  submitted  upon  special  details. 

Whenever  an  article  of  American  manufacture  has  secured  the  favor 
of  Japanese  tradesmen,  there  is  no  reason  for  its  not  continuing  to 
monopolize  the  market  (for  the  sentiment  of  the  people  is  strongly  in 
our  behalf),  provided  the  standard  of  quality  be  fully  maintained,  and 
an  equal  amount  of  care  and  attention  be  paid  to  the  appearance  of  the 
packages  and  to  the  methods  of  shipping  that  are  given  to  such  mat- 
ters by  European  manufacturers.  There  is  a  preference  on  tbe  part  of 
most  tbreigners  and  of  many  Japanese  for  glass  jars  for  all  fruits,  vege- 
tables, etc.,  rather  than  tin  cans,  when  the  former  are  practicable. 
Whatever  is  put  npon  the  glass  in  the  nature  of  label  or  advratise- 
ment  should  be  so  heavily  varnished  or  shellacked  or  prepared  in  some 
other  way  as  to  permit  of  its  being  washed  without  marring  the  beauty 
or  clearness  of  the  label;  while  cans  should  be  provided  with  labels 
other  than  those  of  thin  paper,  which  do  not  allow  the  can  to  be  washed 
and  have  its  appearance  restored  when  it  becomes  fly  specked  or  ahop- 
wom.  The  methods  adopted  by  most  of  the  French  purveyors  are 
recommended.  In  the  matter  of  packing,  it  is  very  desirable  that  the 
initial  Jar  or  tin  be  as  small  as  practicable — for  example,  butter  in  half- 
pound  cans,  &uit  and  vegetables  in  half-poand  cans  or  pint  jars;  while 
cases  of  such  size  as  can  be  carried  conveniently  by  a  porter  along 
rough  mountain  roads,  will  find  a  much  readier  sale  with  the  Japanese 
than  the  large  cases  containing  two  dozen  2-pound  cans.  In  tbe  one 
item  of  biscuits  (crackers],  it  is  believed  that  the  American  bakers  are 
gradually  supplanting  the  European,  and  there  is  no  apparent  reason 
why  our  merchants  should  not  secure  a  monopoly  of  this  business,  pro- 
vided the  standard  be  fiilly  maintained.  The  present  size  of  tbe  tin 
boxes  nsed  rather  checks  the  sale  to  the  Japuiese,  and  it  is  probable 
that  tins  of  half  tbe  size  would  sell  much  more  readily.  Besides  the 
matter  of  cost,  there  is  an  additional  reason  for  the  preference  for  small 
tins,  in  that  the  biscuits  soon  lose  their  crispness  in  this  moist  climat«. 

'  In  reply  to  oiranlar  of  Angiut  6. 
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In  textiles,  machinerf ,  impleinents,  and  all  other  articles,  it  is  equally 
important  that  the  standard  of  excellence  originallf  establlBlied  when 
first  soliciting  orders  he  rigidly  maintained,  and  also  that  the  require- 
ments of  the  Japanese  dealers  and  conanmers  be  carefully  ascertained 
and  fully  complied  Trith.  These  may  at  times  seem  to  be  somewhat 
whimsical,  in  tbat  they  differ  so  widely  from  established  cnstom  in  the 
United  States  (for  example,  as  to  the  width  of  a  piece  of  cloth,  the 
length  of  the  bolt,  the  number  of  pieces  in  a  bale,  the  dimensions  of  a 
package,  or  the  size  of  a  case  of  machinery);  but  it  will  always  be 
found  that  there  is  good  reason  for  these  requirements,  either  in  the 
meagerness  of  the  demand  or  the  inadequate  transportation  facilities. 
Our  competitors  carefully  study  these  peculiarities. 

There  is  no  complaint  that  European  or  English  houses  give  longer 
credit  than  American  liouses.  The  importing  and  jobbing  firms  here 
bay  for  cash.  It  is,  I  believe,  admitted  by  our  American  houses  in 
Japan  that  they  labor  under  some  disadvantage  from  there  being  no 
American  hankers  with  ample  capital  in  the  far  East.  It  would  seem 
that  there  were  an  opeoing  in  Japan  for  a  purely  American  bank,  since 
the  volume  of  trade  between  the  United  States  and  this  country  is 
of  dimeDsions  sufficient  to  keep  a  large  amount  of  bank  capital  actively 
and  profitably  employed. 

CHANGES  IN  CUBBENOT  TALUKS. 

Since  Japan  adopted  the  gold  standard,  October  1, 1897,  there  have 
been  very  slight  changes,  the  United  States  value  of  the  Japanese  yen 
being  ftom  49  to  60  ceats.  Rates  of  exchange  no  longer  tluctnate  as 
they  did  when  Japan  was  a  silver  country.  Formerly,  it  was  not 
uncommon  to  see  rates  rise  or  tail  1  or  2  per  cent  in  a  single  day,  and 
even  much  more,  during  panics.  Today, the  rate  of  exchange  varies 
by  perhaps  one-eighth  of  1  per  cent,  often  remaining  constant  for 
weeks  together  at  some  fraction  between  489  and  49|,  the  lowest  and 
highest  rates  for  bank  demand  drafte  on  the  United  States  fit}m  Janu- 
ary 1  to  Jaae  30,  ]898.  In  lessening  uncerUiinty  as  to  the  cost  here  of 
an  imported  article,  this  establishment  of  a  permaDent  rate  of  exchange 
has  had  a  most  salntary  efl^ect  upon  trade. 

OHANGBS  IN  TABIFP  BATES  AND  OUSTOUS  BULEB. 

Important  changes  in  existing  import  rates  will  go  into  effect  Janu- 
ary 1, 1899,  when  the  present  tariff,  with  a  maximum  rate  of  6  ]>er  c^nt 
ad  valorem,  is  replaced  by  one  ranging  irom  duty  free  to  40  per  cent, 
averaging  nearly  15  per  cent.  The  highest  duty  is  levied  apon  alcohol, 
wines,  spirits,  and  tobacco.'  Thereis,  besides  this  ad  valorem  schedule, 
a  loDg  list  of  articles  upon  which  apectic  duties  will  be  levied. 

FOBT   BEQULAIIOHS. 

Amended  harbor  regnlations'  go  into  effect  at  this  port  from  the 
1st  of  November,  when  for  the  first  time  in  Nagasaki  since  antetreaty 
days,  there  will  be  a  harbor  master  and  assistants.  With  the  rapidly 
increasing  number  of  steamers  coming  here  for  passengers,  cargo,  or 
coal,  this  will  be  a  useful  precaution,  tending  to  mitigate  the  danger  of 


>  See  Consnlar  Seports,  No.  204,  September,  1897,  p.  91. 

'  See  Advance  Sheets,  No.  197,  Aagnat  19 ;  Couaalu  Beports,  No.  217,  October,  1S98. 
See  alio  Supplementar;  Report  for  Nagasaki. 
0  B — VOL  1 71 
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overcrowding  the  long,  DiuToiv  harbor.    Beyond  this  innovatioD,  there 
are  no  radical  chaugea  in  the  regulations  for  shipping. 

HABBOB   FACILITIES. 

Work  is  being  slowly  prosecuted  npon  the  improTements  in  Naga- 
saki harbor,  but  It  will  probably  take  several  years  to  floish  them  as 
jirojected.  The  plan  la  quite  extensive,  contemplating  the  reclamation 
of  a  considerable  area,  the  conatrnction  of  piers  for  steamers,  and  the 
deepening  of  the  apper  part  of  the  harbor. 

TELEGBAPH   AND  CABLE   SEBTICE. 

Excepting  the  development  of  the  internal  system  of  the  imperial 
Japanese  ])08t  and  telegraph  department,  there  has  been  no  extension 
of  this  service.  A  cable  sonth  from  Formosa,  giving  an  alternate  route 
to  Hongkong,  and  possibly  a  direct  cable  from  Formosa  to  the  Philip- 
pines are  contemplated;  the  latter  will  certainly  be  laid  as  soon  as  the 
trans-Pacific  cable  is  in  operation. 

TBANSPOBTATION  FACXLITIES. 

Internal  transportation  is  by  railway,  cargo  boats,  porters,  and  pack 
animals;  coastwise,  by  junksand  steamers;  foreign,  by  nnmeroas  lines 
of  ocean  steamers.  Existingfacilities  are  ample.  The  new  arrangement 
of  mail  steamers  from  Hongkong  to  San  Francisco,  stopping  ftom  twelve 
to  twenty -four  hoars  at  Nagasaki,  goes  into  fnll  effect  the  middle  of 
December.  It  is  a  joint  schedule  of  the  Pacific  mail  (AmericanJ,  Occi 
dental  and  Oriental  (British),  and  Oriental  (Japanese)  steamship  com- 
panies. The  Japanese  vessels  are  new,  built  in  Great  Britain  expressly 
for  this  line.  The  time  from  here  to  San  Francisco  via  Kobe,  Yokohama, 
and  Honolulo,  is  twenty-two  to  twenty-three  days.  By  connectioQ  with 
steamers  to  Kobe,  there  are  lines  to  Tacoma  (Northern  Pacific)  in  twenty- 
two  days,  and  to  Seattle  (Japan  Mail  Steamship  Company)  in  tbe  same 
time. 

By  the  1st  of  November,  it  is  expected  that  the  Kyoshu  Railway  inll 
be  completed  to  Moji  on  the  Strait  of  Shimonoseki,  at  the  western 
entrance  to  the  Inland  Sea  of  Japan,  enabling  passengers  and  freight  to 
go  tlirongh  from  Nagasaki  without  change.  Connection  is  made  with 
a  branch  line  to  Knmamoto,  and  this  branch  will  eventually  be  carried 
through  to  Kagosbima,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Satsuma,  in  the 
Bouthem  part  of  the  island  of  Kyushu.  This  development  will  mate- 
rially benefit  tbe  trade  of  Nagasaki;  but  for  traveling  will  probably 
not  be  patronized  largely  by  foreigners.  At  the  Strait  of  Shimono- 
seki it  is  proposed  to  eqaip  a  ferry  for  tJitnsporting  an  entire  train. 
The  width  of  the  strait  is  half  a  mile,  and  at  Bakan,  on  the  north 
side,  connection  will  be  made  with  the  Sanyo  Bailway,  by  which  pas- 
sengers may  go  through  to  Kobe,  Yokohama,  and  Tokyo,  and  at  dif- 
ferent points  connect  with  the  extensive  system  of  the  main  island. 
It  is  the  present  intention  to  build  a  bridge  across  the  Strait  of  Sbi- 
monoaeki,  which  will  be  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  railway  world. 

LICENSES,  ETC. 

Commercial  transactions  between  foreigners  and  Japanese,  by  the 
terms  of  existing  treaties,  must  be  conducted  on  the  foreign  concession 
at  one  of  the  treaty  (open)  ports,  Yokohama,  Kobe,  Osaka,  Nagasaki, 
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Hakodate,  and  Kiigata;  Tokyo  bein^  tacitly  included  in  the  list  of 
open  ports.  It  is  true  tbat  tlie  strict  letter  of  the  treaties  is  Bometimes 
evaded,  bat  this  is  dangeroas.  There  are  do  indacementa  for  houses 
in  the  United  States  to  send  representatives  to  Japan  to  solicit  the 
trade  of  retail  dealers  throaghont  this  conntry.  There  are  several 
large  American  firms  In  this  consular  district  tbat  stand  ready  to  invest 
Id  any  American  mannfacttires  and  to  posh  their  sale  among  the  Jap- 
anese, if  they  can  see  any  profit  in  it.  It  might  be  advisable  for  com- 
mercial travelers  &om  the  United  States  to  visit  these  firms,  which  are 
The  China  aad  Japan  Trading  Oompany,  Limited;  R.H.  Powers  &  Co.; 
and  Edward  Lake. 

There  are  no  regolatlons  afiecting  commercial  trave1er8,nor  is  any 
license  fee  exacted  ttom  tbem  or  from  tbe  resident  firms.  Oommerciiu 
travelers  are  free  to  come  and  go  at  the  open  ports,  where  they  may 
solicit  trade  as  tbey  please,  and  to  travel  in  the  interior  with  passports 
(which  are  readily  procnrable  through  their  consnls]  for  "scientific 
research"  or  in  the  "parauit  of  health,"  but  not  for  purposes  of  trade. 
After  July  17, 1899,  when  the  revised  treaties  beijome  operative,  the 
restrictions  npon  trade,  travel,  and  residence  will  be  removed,  and  the 
entire  conntry  will  be  open  to  citizens  and  to  subjects  of  treaty  powers. 

MBBOHANT  MABINB. 

A  gradual  improvement  continaes  in  the  Japanese  service,  in  which 
small  native  built  and  manned  steamers  are  taking  the  place  of  coast- 
ing junks.  The  Japanese  are  extending  their  foreign  lines,  and  now 
have,  in  addition  to  tbe  long- established  lines  to  Asiatic  ports,  regular 
lines  to  India,  Europe,  Australia,  and  Seattle.  In  December,  a  Japanese 
company  unites  with  the  Pacific  Mail  and  Occidental  and  Oriental  com- 
panies in  maintaining  the  regular  service  between  Hougkong  and  San 
Francisco  via  Shanghai,  Nagasaki,  Kobe,  Yokohama,  and  Honolula,  at 
ten  days'  intervals.  Tbe  facilities  afforded  by  other  lines  of  mail  and 
of  cargo  steamers,  nnder  various  foreign  dags,  remain  unchanged  and  are 
ample. 

Two  steamers  have  been  laancbed  at  the  IS'agasaki  Dockyard  and 
Engine  Works — one  a  freight  vessel,  the  other  a  6,000-ton  passenger 
and  cargo  steamer — fully  equipped  with  all  modem  improvements,  for 
the  European  line  above  mentioned.  The  materials  for  these  two  steam- 
ers are  said  to  have  been  imported  from  England.  These  works  have 
since  launched  a  3,000- ton  steamer  and  have  several  others  under  con- 
struction, including  a  duplicate  of  the  G, 000  ton  vest^el  mentioned  above, 
also  intended  for  the  Japan  Mail  Steamship  Company's  European  line. 

During  the  six  months  ending  June  30,  1898,  there  were  entered  at 
tbe  port  of  ]!S'agasaki  from  foreign  countries  73  Japanese  steamers, 
93,220  tons;  274  foreign  steamers,  509,462  tons;  19  Japanese  sailing 
vessels  (including  junks),  417  tons;  20  foreign  sailing  vessels,  12,552 
tons.  Total,  347  steamers,  602,672  tons;  39  sailing  vessels,  12,969  tons. 
Cleared  for  foreign  countries,  70  Japanese  steamers,  81,917  tons;  204 
foreign  steamers,  333,699  tons;  6  Japanese  sailing  vessels  (including 
jnnks),  213  tons:  21  foreign  sailing  vessels,  13,822  tons.  Total,  274 
steamers,  415,616  tons;  27  sailing  vessels,  14,035  tons. 

The  Japanese  Gtivernmcnt  is  very  liberal  in  granting  subsidies, 
especially  to  Japanese  foreign-going  lines.  No  foreign  dag  is  permitted 
to  engage  in  a  strictly  coastwise  trade;  foreign  steamers  may  carry 
passengers  and  cargo  between  intermediate  Japanese  ports,  provided 
the  destination  is  a  foreign  port    Foreign  bottoms  may,  under  special 
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arraugemeDts,  be  chartered  by  Japanese  to  go  coastvise  aod  to  load  or 
to  discharge  cargo  at  certain  ooDtreaty  or  quasi-open  poits.  It  is 
probable  that,  under  the  revised  treaties,  to  become  operative  July  IT, 
1899,  further  restrictioDS,  tending  to  protect  the  Japanese  merchant 
marine,  will  be  adopted. 

qUABANTINB. 

There  has  been  no  change  iu  the  regulations  at  this  port,  but  the 
existing  oues  are  rigidly  enforced.  All  vessels  coming  trom  portt 
where  the  plagne  or  other  infectious  or  contagious  disease  is  prevalent, 
are  thoroughly  inspected  and  commanicatiou  with  the  shore  is  forbidden 
QQtil  needfttl  precautions  are  taken. 

aBNEBAL  LA.W8  AND   BEGULi-TIOIfS. 

There  are  no  laws  or  regalatioos  of  a  discriminating  character  which 
affect  American  vessels.  There  are  no  tases  or  excises  in  addition  to 
customs  tariff.  The  only  changes  in  patent^  copyright,  and  trade-mark 
laws  are  in  the  direction  of  greater  liberality  in  registering  and  pro- 
tecting foreign  trade-marks.  Patent  rights  on  foreign  articles  are  not 
yet  satisfoctorily  adjosted,  as  Japan  has  not  joined  the  international 
anion. 

Existing  i>ostal  rates  are  2  sen  (1  cent,  United  States)  per  <^narter 
ounce  (about)  for  domestic  first-class  matter.  For  foreign  mails,  the 
rules  of  the  International  Postal  Union  obtain,  10  sen  (5  cents.  United 
States)  per  15  grams  per  one-half  ounce  for  first-class  matter.  Japan 
has  very  satisfactory  arrangements  for  "parcels  post"  with  several 
countries  of  Europe  and  with  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  A  similar 
aTTangement  with  the  United  States  would  be  a  great  convenience  to 
American  merchants  trading  with  Japan. 

I  am  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  law  requiring  goods  to  be 
marked  to  show  the  country  of  origin  or  manufacture;  but,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  custom  has  become  so  nearly  universal  and  seems  to  be  so 
very  desirable,  that  most  of  the  goods  imported  into  this  district  are 
so  marked  as  to  indicate  plainly  the  country  of  origin;  and  ou  all 
really  ftrst-claas  goods,  the  name  of  the  manufacturer,  either  firm  or 
mill,  is  given. 

ABTICLEB  OF  IHPOBT. 

Of  the  principal  artiolea  which  etiter  into  the  trade  of  B'agaaaki,  it 
seems  sufficient  to  make  pari:icular  mention  of  the  following: 

Furniture. — Excepting  some  special  pieces  of  more  or  less  elegance 
imported  by  foreigners  for  their  own  use,  the  limited  demand  for  wooden 
fiirniture  is  well  supplied  by  Japanese  and  China  cabinetmakers;  but 
for  iron,  iron  and  brass  bedsteads,  and  woven-wire  springs,  there  is  a 
growing  demand,  which  ought  to  be  supplied  entirely  by  our  manufac- 
turers. It  is  not  worth  while,  however,  for  the  manufacturers  to  send  a 
special  agent  here  to  solicit  trade. 

Watehes. — The  Japanese  market  was  formerly  supplied  in  large  part; 
by  American  makers,  but  the  buyers  of  watches  and  parts  thereof  are 
now  sending  to  Europe.  Careful  attention  to  the  needs  of  this  market 
and  indicions  catering  to  its  demands  onght,  it  would  seem,  to  bring 
this  business  back  to  the  United  States. 

Iron,  manu/mtured.—DnTing  the  six  months  ending  June  30,  1898, 
18,96«,103  catties  were  imported  into  Nagasaki,  including  nails,  screws, 
bolts  and  nots,  rails,  plates  and  sheets,  bars  and  rods,  pipes  and  tabea 
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etc.  A  very  Bmall  proportion  of  the  total  camefrom  the  TJiiitedStates: 
the  most  important  items  were,  rails,  837,712  catties  (1,117,049  pouods), 
and  nails,  402,800  catties  (537,066  poonda),  the  latter  being  nearly  four- 
fifths  of  the  whole  of  this  item.  There  seems  to  be  a  very  good  oppor- 
tnnity  for  one  iron  manofactarers  to  secnre  a  mnch  larger  sbare  of 
Japan's  business. 

Fig  iron.— Of  a  total  of  9,323,703  catties  (12,214,051  ponnds)  of  pig  iron, 
5,544,000  catties  (7,262,640  pounds)  came  ftom  the  United  States,  and 
in  this  article  tbeie  is  a  fnture.  The  low  cost  of  prodnctiou  in  the  United 
States  will  mnch  more  than  offset  the  advantage  which  Enropeau  fur- 
naces have  in  the  matter  of  freight,  A  specific  duty,  ranging  from 
0.297  yen  ($0,147)  for  raUs  to  3.086  yen  (*1.636)  for  plate  and  sheet  per 
picol,  will  be  levied  on  mannfactnred  iron  after  January  1, 1899 ;  on 
pig,  the  duty  will  be  0.083  yen  ($0,041)  per  pionl  {133.3  pounds). 

Tobacco. — The  importation  of  cigarettes  has  very  nearly  ceased. 
Dnriug  the  six  months  ending  June  30,  1898,  only  584,000,  valued  at 
1,557  yen  ($775),  were  imported  into  Kagasaki,  and  of  these,  many  were 
Egyptian,  Turkish,  Bnasian,  and  others  demanded  by  foreigners. 

Of  leaf  and  cat  tobacco,  the  importation  into  I^agasaki  dnring  the 
same  period  was  3,132,477  catties  (4,103,545  pounds)  and  2,831  catties 
(3,709  pounds),  respectively,  and  as  the  Japanese  have  become  partial 
to  American  tobacco  in  cigarettes,  which  they  manufacture  in  large 
qnantities  by  machinery  at  a  trifling  cost,  it  is  probable  that  the  impor- 
tation of  leaf  tobacco  from  the  United  States  will  steadily  increase.  A 
very  good  cigarette,  alleged  to  be  all-imported  tobacco,  is  retailed  in 
boxes  containing  ten  cigarettes  for  three  sen  (1^  cents,  gold)  per  box. 
The  duty  on  leaf  tobacco  after  January  1, 1899,  will  be  36  per  cent  ad 
valorem;  on  cut  tobacco,  0.333  yen  ($0,166)  per  pound;  on  cigarettes, 
1.153  yen  ($0,574)  per  thousand. 

Loimmotive  engines  to  the  valae  of  283,110  yen  ($130,989)  were 
imported  into  Nagasaki  from  the  United  States  daring  the  six  months 
ending  Jane  30^  1898.  It  is  alleged  by  our  European  competitors  that 
the  contract  price  for  our  locomotivea  recently  received  in  Japan  was 
too  low  to  admit  of  the  delivery  of  flrat-class  engines.  This,  I  thiiik, 
is  dne  to  jealousy,  for  European  manufacturers  have  looked  upon  Japan 
as  their  monopoly.  If  these  engines  prove  satisfactory,  there  is  a 
splendid  market  here  for  our  manufactorera,  ae  the  plana  for  railway 
development  laid  out  by  the  Government  and  by  private  companies 
win  require  a  vast  amount  of  materials  for  many  years,  all  of  which 
must  come  from  abroad.  The  duty,  after  January  1, 1899,  will  be  10  per 
cent  ad  valorem. 

Condented  milk, — There  is  no  doubt  that  our  dealers  can  sell  a  large 
quantity  of  this  article,  and  perhaps  it  la  not  too  much  to  say  that 
they  can  control  thia  entire  market,  if  care  be  taken  in  the  preparation 
and  in  so  labeling  the  tins  that  when  soiled  or  shop-worn  they  can  be 
washed  and  restored  to  freshness ;  and,  ftirtber,  if  the  niannfaoturera 
will  put  it  up  in  cases  containing  half  a  dozen  of  small  tins.  This  will 
facilitate  the  sale  to  the  increasing  number  of  petty  traders,  whose 
limited  capital  forbids  their  carrying  large  stocks  of  anything;  will 
better  supply  the  demands  of  the  poorer  consumers,  and  will  permit 
transportation  throughout  the  interior,  where  the  condition  of  the  roads 
compels  the  packing  of  supplies  in  the  most  primitive  fashion.  Above 
all,  it  is  imperatively  necessary  that  the  original  standard  of  quality 
be  rigidly  maintained.  The  duty  after  January  1, 1899,  will  be  for  one 
dozen  1-pound  tins  0.123  yen,  ($0.61),  and  in  proportion  for  tins  of 
other  weights. 


r.,z.j.vCo(>t^lc 


1126  COMMERCIAL  EBLAT10N8. 

Butter. — The  same  remarks  as  to  the  care  in  preparatioD  io  marking 
tinB  and  in  putting  up  this  article  in  smaller  tins  apply  to  batter. 
The  shelves  of  the  importing  hoases  contain  many  cans  of  American 
batter  which  have  become  sbop-vorn  and  fly-specked ;  they  can  not  be 
restored  to  an  appearance  of  freshnefia  withoat  destroying  the  labels. 
Too  much  emphasis  can  not  be  laid  upon  the  necessity  of  establishing 
a  superior  standard  of  quality  and  of  adhering  strictJy  to  that  Btand- 
ard,  for  the  competition  on  the  part  of  European  and  Canadian  makers 
will  be  keen.  The  demand  for  butter  is  increasing  as  rapidly  as  can 
be  expected,  in  the  face  of  the  religious  pr^udice  which  exists  in  all 
couDtriea  where  Bnddhism  prevails. 

The  considerable  importation  of  butter  in  firkins  and  large  packages 
is  exclusively  to  supply  the  demand  from  foreign  residents,  hotels,  ete. 
The  importation  at  Nagasaki  for  the  six  months  ending  Jane  30, 1898, 
amounted  to  9,364  pounds,  being  a  decrease  of  8,653  pounds  as  com- 
pared with  the  precetling  six  mouths;  of  this,  only  1,657  poands  came 
&Dm  the  United  States.  The  duty  ou  this  article  has  been  5  per  cent 
ad  valorem ;  on  and  after  January  1, 1S99,  it  will  be  0.0645  yen  (t0.032) 
per  pound,  specific. 

Breadstuff8, — The  importation  at  Nagasaki  daring  the  six  months 
ending  June  30, 1898,  was  I,463,7S8  poands,  an  increase  over  the  pre- 
ceding six  months  of  685,127  pounds.  While  some  allowance  mnet  be 
made  for  the  fact  that  during  thepenod  under  consideration,  thescarcity 
of  native  rice  and  its  abnormally  high  price  materially  affected  the 
demand  for  foreign  breadstufis,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Japa- 
nese, as  a  people,  are  becoming  aocustomed  to  the  use  of  wheat  flour, 
and  that  there  will  be  a  yearly  increase  in  its  importation.  At  present, 
the  demand  is  principally  for  the  cheaper  grades,  hut  the  taste  of  the 
people  is  being  educated  to  the  use  of  table  delicacies  that  require 
better  floor.  For  other  flour  than  wheat— e.  g.,  corn,  rye,  graham,  etc. — 
there  is  no  demand,  except  a  very  small  one  from  foreigners.  Aiter 
January  1, 1899,  the  duty  on  wheat  flour  will  be  yen  0.0062  (J0.003)  per 
ponod,  specific;  on  all  other  kinds,  it  will  be  10  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Canned  goodg, — The  demand  for  fruits,  vegetables,  and  meats  in  tins 
is  confined  almost  exclusively  to  the  foreign  residents.  The  dnty  on 
all  kinds  of  canned  comestibles  will  be,  after  January  1, 1899,  Id  per 
cent  ad  valorem. 

Agricultural  implementg. — On  accoant  of  the  small  size  of  the  fields 
in  this  consular  district  and  the  fact  that  they  are  often  terraced  on 
the  hillsides,  and  therefore  unsuitable  for  larger  agricnltural  imple- 
ments, there  will  probably  be  no  demand  for  these  for  a  long  time. 
For  garden  tools  of  the  patterns  made  in  the  United  States,  but  with 
certain  modifications  to  adapt  them  to  local  requirements,  there  may  be 
in  time  a  small  demand,  if  proper  measures  to  introduce  them  are 
adopted.  These  measnres  can  readily  be  ascertained  by  following  the 
costomary  methods  in  developing  trade.  The  dnty  on  all  kinds  of 
farming  and  agricultnral  implements  will  be,  Irom  January  1, 1899,  6 
per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Leather. — There  is  already  a  considerable  importation  into  this  oon- 
sular  district  of  leather,  both  sole  and  upper,  all  of  which  is  nsed  for 
making  boots  and  shoes:  of  this,  the  bulk  comes  from  the  United 
States,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  our  tanners  should  not  have  a  prac- 
tical monopoly  of  this  business  and  largely  increase  their  export  of 
raw  leather  to  Japan.  There  is  little  reason  to  expect  a  demand  for 
harness  leather,  or  for  boots  and  shoes;  there  is  no  industry  in  this 
consular  district  which  uses  the  former,  and  the  Japanese  are  making 
the  latter.    The  duty  on  leather  of  all  kinds  has  been  0.0048  yen  per 
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ponnd;  after  Janaarr  I,  1899,  it  will  be  0.0568  yen  (2.77  cents)  per 
pound  specific  for  sole  and  10  per  cent  ad  valorem  for  other  kinds. 

Coal — Both  Nagasaki  anil  Moji  (a  nontreaty  port  iu  this  cousnlar 
district)  are  important  coaling  stations  for  the  steamers  of  the  regular 
foreign-going  lines,  cargo  vesaeln,  and  coastwise  craft,  as  well  as  for  the 
men-of-war  of  the  nations  maintaining  fleets  in  these  waters. 

Cotton  goods. — In  response  to  the  last  paragraph  of  the  circular, 
which  calls  for  certain  detailed  information  as  to  cotton  textiles,  I  have 
prepared  a  table  of  "  cotton  textiles  imported  into  the  whole  of  Japan 
during  the  six  months  ending  Jnne  3l),  1898,  and  the  countries  whence 
imported,"  to  which  I  have  appended  a  list  of  the  various  textiles 
included  in  the  table.  The  imi>ortation  of  cotton  textiles  at  this  port 
consists  almost  wholly  of  European  goods,  and  exact  technical  infor- 
mation as  to  variance  from  the  established  standards  in  "  the  number 
of  picks  to  the  inch,  yards  to  the  pound,"  etc.,  is  not  readily  procur- 
able. I  do  not  know  of  any  American  cotton  goods  imported  into 
S'agasaki  for  Japanese  use,  except  {lossibly  a  few  pieces  of  drills. 

The  information  I  am  able  to  obtain  shows  conclusively  that  there  is 
a  market  tor  cotton  textiles  in  Japan,  especially  in  this  section,  which 
it  will  be  worth  while  for  our  American  mannfactnrers  to  cultivate. 
The  most  satisfactory  method  of  learning  how  this  can  be  done  is  for 
maonf^turers  to  send  a  practical,  experienced  man  to  investigate 
thoroughly  and  to  see  jast  what  the  demands  are  and  how  they  may  be 
snppli^. 

Japan  ia  manufacturing  large  quantities  of  cotton  crepes  and  coarser 
materials  in  narrow  widths  (about  15  inches).  The  former  is  very  pop- 
ular with  foreigners  for  shirts,  gowns,  etc.,  and  is  exported;  the  latter 
is  used  by  the  Japanese  for  dress  materials. 

The  material  called  gray  shirting,  made  at  Manchester,  England,  in 
pieces  of  38  inches  wide,  39  yards  long,  weighing  10  to  10i\  iiounds  per 
piece,  and  packed  iu  bales  of  50  pieces,  is  very  popular  in  the  far  East, 
and  it  seems  that  our  American  mills  might  secure  a  part,  if  not  the 
wbole,  of  this  trade,  provided  they  quote  satisfactory  prices.  The 
specific  duty  on  gray  shirting  after  January  1, 1899,  is  to  be  0.UO6  yen 
($0.0029)  per  square  yard. 

Ram  cotton.~Of  the  1,512,312  picnls  (201,641,600  pounds)  imported 
into  all  Japan  daring  the  six  months  ending  June  30, 1898,  659,716 
piculs  (87,902,133.3  pounds]  came  from  the  United  States,  720,238  picnls 
(96,031,733.3  ponnds)  from  British  and  French  India,  and  125,920  piculs 
(16,789,333,3  ponnds)  from  China.  Nagasaki  imported  from  the  United 
States  104,343  piculs  (13,912,400  pounds).  All  of  the  cotton  brought 
to  this  port  is  ginned. 

For  most  purposes,  the  short  staple  of  India  and  China,  at  the  cheaper 
prices,  is  well  suited  to  the  local  demand.  The  importation  of  raw 
cotton  at  Nagasaki  is  steadily  increasing,  and  there  is  an  opportunity 
for  even  greater  expansion.  The  consumption  of  cotton  textiles  can 
hardly  decrease,  and  since  the  exi>eriments  of  the  Japanese  Government 
and  people  to  increase  the  crop  and  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  native 
cotton  have  not  been  successful,  the  spinners  must  look  abroad  for  their 
raw  material,  and  earnest  efTort  on  our  part  should  bring  tljeui  to  the 
United  States  for  a  large  portion  of  their  supply.  Raw  cotton  is,  and 
will  be,  exempt  from  import  duty. 

BUBCTEICAI.  APPLIAMCES. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  Western  Light  and  Power  Construction 
Company,  of  San  Francisco,  supplied  to  the  recently  opened  Nagasaki 
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Hotel  (one  of  the  fiQest  hostolries  io  the  Far  Bast,  representing  ml 
iDTeBtment  of  some  300,000  yen,  $1,494,000)  its  entire  ootflt  of  electrical 
apparatus,  inclading  engines,  in  competition  with  several  other  bidders. 
The  same  contpaoy  has  also  secared  another  profitable  contract,  ' 

Ohables  B.  Harbis,  Consul. 
Naoasaki,  October  21, 1898. 
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Co«.tt7. 

"-"TS."'"" 

Tarda. 

DKlWtd 

«t3 

63.  m 

887,785 

n.eoo 

44,S7« 

,!'?^ 

w.7a),»w 

OauptiT. 

toovelTeta. 

Tuda. 

DHUnd 

38,083 

G,l» 

s.8as,sw 

8,008,  us 

wbiM,  figam 
near.    Ibe » 


is  fnoladM 


uUu.  and  TelveU. 


SUPPLEMENTAUY  BEPOBT. 

Aa  SQpplemental  to  my  report  on  "Commerce  and  indastries*'  of  the 
2l8t  instant,  I  transmit  herevith  a  cop;  of  the  Kales  for  Nagasaki 
Harbor,  this  day  received  f^om  the  harbor  maater.  These  rales  take 
effect  to  morrow. 

Ghables  B.  Harris,  OonauU 

NaqasaIQ,  October  31, 1898. 


Sko.  1.  The  b^rbor  is  divided  into  three  districts  for  tbe  anchorage  of  men  of  war, 
Btftomera,  satliiiK  vessels,  and  other  craft. 

Sec.  2.  Tbe  drat  district  compriMe  all  wal«i  to  the  northward  ofalioe  drawn 
from  tbe  mark  post  at  Dejima  W.  1  S.,  throo^h  Yokose,  to  tbe  mack  poet  at  Seno- 
wakl,  on  tbe  oppoaito  shore.  Theseoond  district  oomprises  all  water  DetwsMk  the 
botmdar]'  line  of  the  flnt  distriot  and  two  lines  forming  an  obtnse  ausle,  one  diswn 
from  the  mack  poet  at  the  entranoe  of  Kosnge  shipbailding  yard  NW.  by  N.  t« 
Tatenmi  bnor,  and  tbe  other  drawn  from  that  buoy  W.  t  8.  to  tbe  mark  poet  at 
Tomlbana.  llie  third  district  conipriBos  all  water  f^m  haitmr  limits  northward  to 
the  bonndary  line  of  tbe  second  diitriot. 
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Skc.  S.  Diatriot  1  is  the  anohorage  for  all  vessels  of  less  than  300  rogiater  Uidb  BDd 
other  CToft. 

The  middle  part  of  diatriot  3  is  the  anahorue  far  all  vessels  of  more  than  300  regiB- 
ter  tons,  and  to  the  eastward — that  is,  all  water  oompriaed  hetneen  the  shore  and  a 
line  drawn  tiom  the  mark  post  at  Dejima  SW,  hy  8.  to  the  mark  post  at  KoBoge 
shipbuilding  jard — ia  the  anchorage  for  small  sailing  vessels  and  other  oraft ;  and  to 
the  westwud— that  is,  Akunonra  and  the  vicinity  of  Tategami  Bhipbaildiug  f  ard — 
IS  the  anchorage  for  anch  vessels  as  are  nnder  repair. 

The  anohorase  for  men  of  war  is  to  be  defined  as  to  the  westward  of  a  lino  drawn 
fh>m  Tatenunfbao;,  in  district  3,  SW.  ^  S.  to  the  houndary  of  harbor  limits.  All 
water  to  the  eastward  of  district  3,  oompriaed  between  the  shore  and  a  line  drawn 
from  Megamihana  northeast  to  Kosagebana  (viz,  Tomaobioki),  is  the  anohorage  for 
amall  Bailing  Teasels  and  other  craft. 

8kc.  4.  The  fairway  of  the  harbor  lies  to  the  eastward  of  a  line  drawn  tuna  Tate- 
gami hooy  8W.  ^  8.  to  the  bonndary  of  harbor  limits,  not  including  Tomaohloki. 

8kc.  Ei.  In  case  of  neoaasity,  the  hatbgr  master  will  assign  anohorago  for  men  of 
war  in  district  2,  notwithstanding  paragraph  3,  seotlon  3. 

8kc.  6,  BteamoTH  nnder  weigh  in  harbor  limits  mnst  keep  only  snfflcient  speed 
for  steerage  way.     Sailing  vessels  mnat  be  nnder  easy  sail  or  be  towed,  but  mnst 

8kc.  7 
others. 

8kc.  6.  In  harbor  limits,  vessels  most  not  attempt  to  cross  each  other's  bows  or  to 
overtake  other  vessels. 

8kc,  9.  All  vessels  on  arrival  most  moor  in  the  berths  Indicated  by  the  harbor 

Skc.  10.  Veaeels  arriving  between  sunset  and  aanrisa  mnst  anchor  ontside  the  bar. 
bar  limits,  hut  not  at  the  entranoe  of  fairway.  Mail  steamers  and  other  vessels 
having  appointed  bertha  may  enter  at  any  time,  weather  and  other  circnmstancee 
permitting. 

Sec.  11.  In  bad  weather,  the  harbor  maater  will  Indicate  the  anchorage  fox  vessels 
on  arrival  by  aignal  from  the  watch  station  at  Hegaml. 

Sec.  is.  No  veaaela  at  anohor,  except  men  of  war,  may  use  swinging  hooma. 

Sec.  13.  No  string  of  cargo  boats,  Boats,  or  lighters  may  lie  aatem  of  any  vessel. 

Sec.  li.  Warps  for  shifting  pnrpoaea  shall  not  ha  kept  fast  to  mooring  bnoys  or 


.^ s,  or  two  cargo  or  water  boats  may  be  towed  at  a  time.    Second.  Only  one 

seagoing  vessel  may  oe  towed  at  a  time. 

BBC.  IS.  Storm  warning  signals  will  be  hoisted  at  Nagasaki  prefeotnre. 

Seo.  17.  In  ease  of  heavy  weather,  vessels  lying  at  haoya  mnat  veer  snfflcient 
chain  before  dropping  an  anobor. 

Sec.  16.  With  regard  to  anchorage  or  navigation  in  the  harbor,  the  "Begulations 
fbr  preventing  oollision  at  sea"  must  be  strictly  adhered  to,  excepting  anything  to 
the  contrary  in  these  rules. 

COMMERCE  OP  NAGASAKI,  1897. 

I  ioolose  a  Btatistical  report  of  tbe  imports  and  exports  and  of  the 
oavigation  in  the  Nagasaki,  Japan,  consular  district,  for  the  year  ending 
December  31, 1897. 
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Xxporit  from  %\e  ooiMMlar  diflriel  of  Nagiuaki,  Japan,  for  the  t/ear  ending  December  SI, 
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Ndvigatioit  a  tin  port  of  Hastaa^,  for  tke  gear  eHdiajf  DMmiw  31, 13S7, 
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Inolnded  in  the  anmber  of  sailing  vessels  as  entered  and  cleared 
tcom  and  to  foreign  ports  were:  Japanese  janka,  947  ebtered  and  1,000 
cleared. 

Ohas.  B.  Harris,  Contul. 

Kaqasaki,  June  3, 1898. 
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FORMOSA. 

GooBul  Frankenthal  sends  fittm  Berne,  noder  date  of  November  15, 
1898,  the  following  anminary  of  informatioa  furnislied  by  the  Swiss 
coDsal-geDerol  in  Yokohama: 

Formosa,  which  was  ceded  by  China  to  Japan  in  the  year  1895 
throngh  the  treaty  of  Bhimonoseki,  has  been  coosidered  a  grievoiia 
acquiBitioD.  The  tresaory  of  Japan  is  bnrdened  with  a  charge  of  about 
$7,600,000  on  its  accoant.  It  was  supposed  that  emigration  ttom 
Japan,  wliich  is  enormoaaly  increasing,  wonld  wend  its  way  to  this 
new  territory,  bnt  this  hope  was  not  realized,  as  the  emigrants  prefer 
Hawaii,  Sooth  America,  and  Australia.  Businees  is  in  the  hands  of 
foreigners,  and  there  are  only  a  few  of  these. 

Formosa  has  opened  to  the  world  a  dozen  or  more  ports,  of  which 
Tsmsni  and  Anping  are  the  on^  ones  of  importance.  The  latter  port 
led  under  Ohinese  mle,  bnt  since  Japan  has  controlled  them,  Tamsot 
has  taken  the  front  rauk. 

The  following  firms,  which  do  a  large  import  and  export  business,  are 
established  in  those  ports: 

In  Tamsai :  Jardine,  Matbeson  &'Oo.,  branch  of  the  Yokohama  firm, 
and  Smith,  Baker  &  Co.,  also  a  branch  of  the  Yokohama  firm;  Boyd  & 
Co.,  A.  Battler  &  Co.;  Lapraik,  Qass  &  Oo.;  Malkampo  &  Go. 

In  Anping:  Bain  &  Co.;  Brown  &  Co.;  JUalkampo  &  Co.;  J.  Man- 
nioh  &  Go. ;  Wright  &  Go. 

In  glancing  over  the  first  Japanese  statistics  published  respecting  the 
trade  in  theaggregate  between  the  Island  and  other  countries  (business 
intercourse  with  Japan  excepted),  we  find  the  amount  to  be  $10,000,000 
for  1896,  and  $12,500,000  for  1897.  These  are  weighty  figures  when  we 
consider  that  Formosa  has  no  roads  or  railroads,  and  that  its  inhabit- 
ants are  continually  in  a  state  of  inaorreotion  and  rebellion,  not  hav- 
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log  had  time  to  recaperate  from  the  late  war.  Th«  anaettled  eonditioiia 
are  greatly  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  the  officials  are  men  who,  bein^: 
newly  appointed;  are  not  acquainted  with  their  daties  or  snrronodings. 
The  fignres  show  a  tendency  toward  extended  and  faealUiy  trade  con- 
ditions in  time  of  peace. 

We  need  not  go  far  to  find  a  parallel.  Thirty  yeara  ago,  the  com- 
merce of  the  Japanese  Empire  stood  at  exactly  the  point  at  which 
Formosa  stands  to-day,  the  amoaot  of  913,000,000;  in  1878,  it  was 
(28,000,000,  and  in  another  decade,  1888,  it  had  reached  $65,000,000, 
while  in  1898  it  will  be  over  $200,000,000. 

My  purpose  in  citing  the  above  is  only  to  impress  apon  onr  merchants 
interested  the  importance  of  not  losing  sight  of  the  possibilities  of 
fntare  commerce,  when  the  island,  through  the  facilities  afforded  by  the 
roads  and  railroads,  will  present  an  extended  field. 

IMPOETS. 
Inportt  into  Formota  iuring  tk«  yeart  1896  and  1897, 
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Dmgs,  medicines,  and  chemicals  to  the  valne  of  $1,000,000  are  worth 
looking  after,  and  there  should  be  enough  ready-made  clothing  to  spare 
in  the  United  States  to  supply  the  $76,000  worth  used.  In  condensed 
milk,  the  United  States  made  a  fair  showing  in  1896,  bnt  since  then, 
England  and  Holland  have  forged  ahead.  Here  are  the  Hgnres  and 
countries  from  which  the  condensed  milk  is  imported: 
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Another  item  vorthy  of  notice  is  candy  and  aweete.  A  be^DDing 
has  been  made  by  the  United  States,  and  if  the  percentage  of  increase 
is  kept  np,  it  will  be  possible  to  export  a  respectable  amount  of  onr 
candy  of  vhich  the  people  of  Formosa  seem  to  be  fond.  The  supply 
came  nom  the  following  coantries. 


Conntrj. 

»». 

ISW. 

The  import  of  bottled  beer  into  Formosa  was  90,147  dozens  in  1897, 
against  70,476  dozens  in  1896. 

The  clock  import,  which  at  present  seems  to  be  controlled  by  Ger- 
many, presents  interesting  details.  How  many  American  clocks  fonnd 
their  way  into  the  island  credited  to  other  conntries  can  not  be  ascer- 
tained.   Bere  are  the  figures: 
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Regarding  the  import  of  petrolenm,  detailed  statistics  are  lacking. 


Tea  (blaci). — Ohina  is  the  best  customer  for  this  tea,  which  is  exported 
through  firms  domiciled  in  Auioy.  Direct  shipments  have  begun  to  be 
made  to  the  United  States.  The  total  export  in  1896  amounted  to 
$2^7,000,  and  in  1897,  to  (3,453,000. 

Btcc.— Export,  1897,  $899,000;  1896,  «466,000. 

Camphor. — Camphor  is  the  next  important  article,  and  is  in  the  hands 
of  German  and  Chinese  firms.  The  export  in  1897  amounted  to 
•664,600,  against  (1,123,000  in  1896.  The  Japanese  have  successfully 
stopped  the  indiscriminate  felling  of  camphor  trees. 

Sesame. — Out  of  the  straw-colored  kernels,  an  oil  eqnal  to  olive  oil  is 

Jressed.    The  export  of  these  kernels  amounted  to  (76,800  in  1897  and 
17,900  in  1896. 
Sa/nm.— Export,  1897,  (26,400;  1896,  (14,700. 

RAILROADS. 

Three  years  ago,  a  concession  was  granted  to  a  Japanese  company  for 
the  bnilding  of  a  railroai.1  to  traverse  the  island.  Since  then,  five  exten- 
sions of  time  have  been  given,  but  owing  to  the  company's  inability  to 
raise  the  necessary  funds,  the  project  has  been  abandoned.  At  the  next 
sitting  of  the  Japanese  Parliament,  a  bill  will  be  introduced  to  provide 
for  the  building  of  a  railroad  to  be  paid  for  by  the  State.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  cost  will  be  about  (15,000,000.  C  OO' 
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TRADE  IN  FIRST  HALF  OF  1898. 


There  is  very  little  that  I  can  add  to  017  exhaaetire  report  od  the 
trade  of  Korea  pabliahed  in  CoDBalar  £«port8,  No.  215,  August,  1898.' 
The  customs  statistics  are  not  fully  made  up,  aud  while,  by  the  courtesy 
of  the  chief  commissioner,  I  have  had  access  to  these  statistics,  qaau- 
tities  only  are  mentioned  in  the  preliminary  reports,  aud  as  my  full 
report  dealt  more  particularly  with  values,  the  facts  now  at  hand  will 
be  of  little  use  for  comparison. 

I  append  a  table  ^ving  the  quantities  of  the  principal  articles  of 
import  and  export,  by  pojts,  for  the  first  half  of  this  year.  This  table 
is  chiefly  valuable  in  showing  the  growing  importance  of  the  two  new 
ports  opened  to  trade  last  autumn — Gheuampo  and  Mokpo. 

In  my  report  published  in  Advance  Sheets  of  Consular  ReportB,  No. 
172,  July  21,'  I  called  attention  to  the  proposed  opening  of  four  new 
ports  ill  Korea.  The  preliminaries  for  the  opening  of  these  ports  are 
now  about  completed. 

A  concession  for  a  railroad  to  connect  Seoul  and  Fusan  has  been 
granted  to  the  Japanese  Uovernmeut  for  a  syndicate  of  Japanese  capi- 
talists. The  road  will  have  to  be  broad  gauge,  to  conform  with  a 
Korean  decree  compelling  this  gauge.  The  distance  is  given  roughly 
at  400  miles,  and  the  road  is  estimated  to  cost  25,000,000  yen  [Sl2,- 
600,000,  gold),  though  it  is  thought  this  will  have  to  be  doubled. 

The  concession  is  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  after  which  the  Koreaa 
GovemmeDt  may  buy  it  on  ^praisement.  Tbe  right  of  way  is  fur- 
nished by  the  Goveroment.  Work  must  be  begun  within  three  years 
from  the  date  of  signature  of  Che  concession,  and  must  be  completed 
within  ten  years  from  the  date  of  oommencement.  Korean  mails  will  be 
carried  f^ee.  I  am  told  that  much  of  the  equipment  will  be  purchased 
in  the  United  States. 

The  first  and  most  important  railroad  in  Korea,  one  of  25  miles  in 
length,  connecting  Seoul,  the  capital,  with  its  port,  Chemulpo,  is  now 
being  built  by  Americans,  upon  a  concession  granted  to  an  American.^ 
This  road  has  been  hypothecated  to  a  Japanese  syndicate,  who  will 
secure  it  upon  completion.  Materials  for  this  road  are  admitted  into 
Korea  free  of  duty,  and  do  not  appear  in  the  customs  statistics  sab- 
mitted  to  me.  I  understand  from  the  company,  however,  that  it 
imported  materials  during  the  first  half  of  this  year  to  the  amonnt  of 
300,000  yen  (*150,W0  gold). 

The  American  constructor  of  the  3eoal-Ghemulpo  railway  is  also 
building  (for  a  Korean  company)  an  overhead  trolley  electric  railroad 
for  the  city  of  Seoul.^  The  road  is  to  be  but  6  miles  in  length  for  the 
present.  So  far,  nothing  but  the  rails  have  been  im))orted.  The  equip- 
ment is  due  to  arrive  shortly.  The  importation  of  rails  for  this  road 
amounted  to  23,000  yen  ($11,000,  g^oM). 

Americans  are  operating  the  principal  gold  mines  of  Korea,'  much 
material  for  which  was  imported  during  the  first  half  of  this  year.  Sta- 
tistics are  not  available  in  the  short  time  I  am  allowed  for  preparing 
this  report.  I  hear  from  the  company,  however,  that  their  importation 
for  the  first  half  of  this  year  will  exceed  9100,000,  gold. 

■  Also  in  Advance  Sbeete,  Ho.  112,  .Inne  16, 1898. 

■Also  in  Consular  EeportB,  No. 216,  September,  1898, 

'Sro  Advance  SheetR,  No.  142,  June  IS;  Consular  Iteports,  No.  215,  Angnat,  1896. 

•See  Advance  Sheets,  No.  24,  Jannary  29;  Consnlar  Reports,  No.  210,  Mwch,  1898. 
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A  Oerman  eyudicate  also  has  a  mining  concession,  aod  has  started  to 
its  location  to  begin  vork.  It  will  develop  only  the  placers  for  the 
present,  I  onderstand. 

The  consumption  of  American  kerosene  is  steadily  increaaing,  and 
with  better  means  of  commnnication,  mnst  greatly  develop. 

The  valne  of  this  import  for  1897  was  1232,386,  gold,  against  tl66,0(M 
for  1896.    It  is  thought  that  this  year  will  show  a  farther  increase. 

There  i»  a  steady  influx  of  Ohinese  and  Japanese  merchants  into 
Korea.  The  Korean  traders  are  being  gradually  crowded  out,  and  as 
the  newcomers  are  mnch  better  business  men  than  the  Koreans,  and  as 
they  go  into  the  iuterior,  they  form  an  important  factor  in  the  introdnc- 
tioc  of  foreign  goods  into  Korea.  As  to  the  matter  of  the  introduction 
of  labor-saving  machinery,  textiles,  tools,  shoes,  etc.,  there  is  no  present 
demand  for  machinery,  and  I  doubt  if  cottons  (the  only  cloth  in  demand) 
can  make  greater  headway  against  the  cheap  product  of  Japan  than 
they  are  now  making.  There  shonld  be  a  small  demand  for  our  cheap 
grades  of  shoes,  aa  the  Korean  soldiers  now  wear  Japanese  and  native 
made  leather  sbnes  instead  of  sandals. 

The  banks  of  Korea  are  Japanese,  and  the  rates  of  exchange  of  Japan 
hold  here,  with  a  slight  diSerence  for  local  exchange.  As  Japan  has 
adopted  the  gold  standard,  Korea  is  practically  on  the  same  footing. 
The  council  of  state  recently  passed  a  resolntion  to  adopt  the  gold 
standard,  as  the  result  of  the  visit  to  Korea  of  one  of  Japan's  chief 
bankers.  Nothing  has  as  yet  been  done  in  the  matter.  It  is  hardly 
necessary,  so  long  as  Japanese  banks  and  Japanese  money  prevail  here. 

Private  telephone  lines  are  now  maintained  in  Seoul,  chiefly  for 
Government  use. 

As  to  cottons,  I  can  only  find  that  standard  weights  are  imported. 
The  Koreans  are  slow  to  change  their  ideas  as  to  goods  in  use. 

The  general  trade  for  the  first  half  of  this  year  is  not  np  to  the  nsnal 
standard,  because  of  a  very  poor  rice  crop  last  year.  The  prospects  for 
harvest  are  excellent,  and  trade  for  the  last  quarter  of  this  year  and 
for  the  first  half  of  next  year  will  improve. 

HOBACE  IN.  Allbn, 

Consul-  General. 

Seoul,  a^temher  20, 1898. 


Prinolpat  artlolri  of  import  mid  mportfor  Korean  porta  firtt  half  of  year  1898. 
[Plcnl  aqnak  I33|  pounda.] 
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PEBSIA. 


The  trade  of  Persia  varies  bat  little  from  year  to  year,  and  any  dis- 
tarbance  of  the  ordinary  equilibriam  has,  for  some  years  past,  gener- 
ally had  the  effect  of  decreasing  the  volome,  especially  of  imports,  as 
the  foreign  demand  appeared  less  subject  to  disquieting  flactaations 
than  the  home  consumption.  Some  Persian  prodnctioas  have  within 
the  last  fifteen  years  met  with  considerable  eacooragement  in  Testem 
markets,  apparently  sapplying  a  want  which  fashion  or  the  necesaity 
of  the  times  has  created.  It  may  be  hoped  that  these  natnral  and 
artiflcia]  objects  of  commerce  will  receive  a  still  greater  BtimnloB,  bo  as 
to  redace  the  inequality  of  the  financial  exchange. 

Every  department  of  this  Government  and  adminiBtration,  both 
jadJcial  and  execative,  is  more  or  lesB  a  paradox,  and  the  reveniie  io 
its  relation  to  the  extent  of  trade  and  industry  and  the  economkutl 
conditiou  of  the  people  is  no  exception  to  this  rule. 

For  the  last  two  years,  while  trade  has  been  doll  and  declining,  the 
customs  returns,  without  any  addition  to  the  duties,  have  increased 
more  than  26  per  cent.  Although  money  for  the  last  twenty-five  years 
has  never  been  so  scarce,  enterprise  so  helpless,  and  the  labor  market 
so  paralyzed,  yet  in  spite  of  the  most  favorable  of  seasons,  a  harvest 
above  the  average  and  a  decreasing  population,  many  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life  are  more  than  300  per  cent  above  the  normal  price.  How  a 
large  proi^rtiou  of  the  population  of  the  principal  cities  of  Persia  lives 
is  one  of  the  insolvable  mysteries  of  existence.  Yet  with  all  this,  and 
in  spite  of  ail  this,  the  revenue  of  the  Government  is  larger  than  it 
was  three  years  ago.  This  is  due  to  the  competitive  farming  of  the 
taxes  by  private  individuals.  The  system  is  self-condemned,  bat  it 
shows  to  what  an  extent,  under  a  corrupt  form  of  collection,  on  the  one 
hand  the  Government  may  be  de&auded  and  on  the  other  the  people 
may  be  oppressed.  If  in  times  of  depression  like  the  present  the 
revenue  can  be  increased,  it  is  clear  to  what  an  extent  it  must  have 
been  tampered  with  in  prosperous  years.  Nevertheless,  the  Persian 
Government  still  concludes  and  declares  that  it  obtains  more  by  this 
method  than  if  it  took  the  collection  into  its  own  hands. 

In  reporting  on  the  state  of  trade  and  indnstrial  enterprise  in  Persia, 
one  receives  no  assistance  whatever  from  the  usual  sources  of  Govern- 
ment information.  Xo  statistics  are  published,  and  on  appeal  to  the 
newspaper  press,  one  is  toid  that  every  town  and  province  throughout 
the  country  is  in  a  most  fionrisbing  condition,  when  it  is  known  that 
the  very  opposite  state  of  things  prevails  almost  everywhere. 

It  is  to  the  tax  farmer's  interest  to  suppress  as  mudi  information  as 
possible,  and  to  make  his  returns  so  low  that  his  advances  and  remit- 
tances may  leave  him  a  substantial  margin. 

Merchants' accounts  cover  bat  a  small  portion  of  the  actual  oommer- 
dal  area.  Their  operations  are  limited  to  certain  districts  or  towns, 
and  nothing  reliable  can  be  obtained  from  the  native  traders.  It  is  to 
the  interests  of  the  more  important  foreign  merchants,  like  tbe  tax 
farmers,  to  withold  statistical  information,  so  as  not  to  tempt  others  to 
enter  into  competition.  Any  theory  based  on  tax  formers'  or  merchanta' 
accounts  would  be  very  far  removed  from  actual  fucts. 

The  United  States  having  no  consular  officers  or  agents  outside  of 
Teheran,  all  statistical  information  from  the  ports  of  entry  and  trade 
centers  is  obtained  through-  the  courtesy  of  the  English  or  Russian 
consular  officers  at  these  places.  Even  this  information  is  incomplete, 
as  it  does  not  include  places  of  minor  importance,  of  which  Uiere  ace 
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several  on  tbe  CaspiaD  aad  od  tbe  arbitnuy  land  froDtiera,  which  extend 
long  distances,  and  where  no  consulates  exist. 

Owing  to  tbe  high  transit  doUee  of  Bossia  on  goods  coming  via  the 
Batoum  Balm-Besht  ronte,  the  only  rentes  open  to  American  competi- 
tion are  the  long  caravan  roads  via  Trebizond  and  Tabriz,  Bagdad,  and 
Bnshire,  on  the  Persian  Golf.  These  routes  have  been  fnlly  de8crit>ed 
in  Mr,  Tyler's  consnlar  report  of  Jnne  24, 1894,'  but  it  may  be  here 
stated  that  the  average  time  of  overland  transit  to  Teheran  ftt>m  Trebi- 
zond is  about  ninety  days;  from  Bagdad  forty  days,  and  from  Bnshire 
about  sixty  days.  It  shonld  be  observed,  however,  tiiat  these  represent 
the  minimam  periods,  and  are  made  between  September  and  May,  The 
caravans  travel  more  slowly  in  the  summer  than  in  the  winter,  conse- 
qoently,  winter  is  the  beat  time  for  transport 

Of  the  total  foreign  trade  of  Persia,  estimated  on  the  basis  of  retams 
firom  the  following  places,  about  27  per  cent  of  the  imports  come  via 
Bnshire,  18  per  cent  via  Liiigah  (on  the  Persian  Gulf),  15  per  cent  via 
Bender  j\bbai4,  4^  per  cent  via  Mohammerah,  1^  per  cent  via  Mesbed, 
8  per  cent  from  Tabriz,  and  18  per  cent  from  Resht. 

In  other  words,  of  the  total  value  of  exports  and  imports,  aboat  two- 
thirds  is  by  way  of  tbe  Persian  Gulf  and  one-third  through  we  northern 
cities  of  Meshed,  Tabriz,  and  Besht.  The  foreign  trMe  of  Besht  is 
almost  exclusively  Busaian,  and,  with  tbe  exception  of  some  local  com- 
merce with  Merv,  Bokhara,  and  Afghanistan,  this  is  also  true  of 
Meshed.  A  considerable  part  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Tabriz  is  also 
with  Bossia,  rather  than  with  Europe  via  Turkey,  so  that,  exclusive  of 
the  Bussian  trade,  a  small  interchange  of  commodities  with  Merv, 
Bokhara,  and  Afghanistan,  and  the  European  goods  arriving  via  Trebi- 
zond, the  great  bulk  of  foreign  commerce  is  via  the  Persian  Golf. 

TARIFP  AKD   FBEIQHT. 

Uniform  import  and  export  duties  of  5  per  cent  ad  valorem  are  levied 
on  all  merchandise.  The  overland  transport  charges  per  ton  to  Teheran 
are  at  present  from  Bnshire  about  25  cents  per  mUe;  from  Bagdad, 
about  20  cents  per  mile;  from  Trebizond  and  Tabriz,  about  20  cents 
per  mile,  and  from  Besht,  15  cents  per  mile.  These  charges  vary  con- 
siderably and  have  steadily  increased  of  lat«  years.  BVom  the  above 
fncts  it  is  seen  that  on  the  whole  the  best  route  for  American  imiwrts 
is  that  via  Bnshire,  not  only  for  the  southern  and  central  cities  of 
Bushire,  Shiraz,  Ispahan,  hut  also  for  Teheran.  Transport  over  all 
these  routes  is  by  mule,  donkey,  and  camel,  and  the  few  cases  of  Ameri- 
can goods  which  reach  Teheran  invariably  show  inferior  packing.  It  is 
nseless  to  send  merchandise,  which  is  to  be  conveyed  on  the  backs  of 
animals  for  several  months,  and  is  to  be  loaded  and  unloaded  daily  by 
not  overcareful  muleteers,  without  special  and  careful  packing.  The 
contrast  between  American  packing  and  that  of  England  and  Germany 
is  marked,  and  tbe  arrival  of  even  superior  goods  in  an  inferior  condi- 
tion is  a  poor  trade  advertisement,  and  has  a  depressing  effect  on  the 
^orts  to  introdace  American  wares  into  the  Persian  market. 

HOW  TO  BZTEHD  TSADB. 

This  consulate  is  in  constant  receipt  of  letters  relative  to  the  intro- 
dactioD  of  American  products,  inclosing  circulars  descriptive  of  goods, 
and  asking  to  be  put  into  communication  with  engineers,  architects, 

'  Special  Conanlar  Keports,  Hifhwayi  of  Commerce. 


1146  COinCEBCUL  aELATIOHS. 

contractOFB,  fate.,  and  vitli  bnsiness  honses  dealii^  in  artioles  vbose 
introduction  is  desired.  As  a  rale,  circulars  are  absolutely  worthleas. 
The  Persian  mercbant  is  not  accustomed  to  tbis  way  of  doing  bosinesSr 
and  both  merchant  and  consumer  must  see  with  their  own  eyes  before 
parohasing.  A  single  agent  on  the  spot,  with  samples,  would  accom- 
plish more  than  all  the  circulars  ever  sent  to  Persia.  English,  Belgian, 
German,  Austrian,  and  Bnasian  firms  show  far  more  enterprise  in  this 
respect  than  Americans.  It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  no  sacb 
persons  or  business  bouses  as  those  to  which  American  exporters  seek 
introductions  are  known  in  Persia.  There  are  no  native  organized 
companies  for  either  trade  or  manufacturing  purposes;  very  littie 
capital  is  invested,  in  bnsineas  enterprises.  The  native  merchant  con- 
ducts his  business  on  altogether  too  insigniflcant  a  scale  to  be  of  any 
use  to  the  American  exporters.  Competing  European  honses  are,  of 
coarse,  not  available,  and  reliable  native  consignees  do  not  exist. 
American  enterprise  desirous  of  competing  in  tbis  market  mnst  have 
personal  representation  on  the  spot.  The  Persian  buyer,  not  the  Ameri- 
can seller,  determines  the  kind  of  goods  wanted,  and  the  manner  of 
labeling  and  the  appearance  generally,  and  neither  catalogues  nor  cir- 
culars can  compete  with  the  English,  Kussian,  and  German  merchant 
with  his  goods  on  the  spot.  This  is  especially  true  of  a  market  to 
which  American  goods  are  practically  as  yet  anbnown.  It  is  not  prob- 
able that  the  sending  of  representatives  on  the  part  of  individual 
exporters  in  any  one  line  of  goods  would  pay  at  present,  bnt  it  is  almost 
certain  that  the  establishment  of  a  general  agency  on  the  ]>art  of  a 
number  of  manufacturers  would  prove  snccessful.  Several  shops  have 
been  opened  in  Teheran  for  the  sale  of  European  goods,  and  the  local 
manufacture  of  sugar,  glass,  etc.,  has  been  attempted  by  foreign  capital. 
None  of  these  ventures  has  proved  very  successful.  Their  failure  is 
due  to  expensive  organization,  the  difSculty  of  obtaining  a  uniform 
supply  of  the  crude  materials,  and,  in  the  case  of  shops  for  general 
stores,  to  the  laying  in  of  large  stocks  nnanited  to  native  nse,  or  spe- 
cially adapted  to  the  foreign  or  better  class  of  Persian  boyers,  of  vhidi 
there  are  not  sufRcient  to  support  such  enterprised.  For,  while  the 
people  are  poor  and  nnaccnstomed  to  business,  it  is  on  the  middle  and 
lower  classes  that  the  foreign  merchant  mast  rely  for  support. 

The  es:j>enae8  of  such  a  general  agent,  as  has  been  suggested,  would 
be  small.  There  are  one  or  two  persons  resident  here  who  could  act  in 
that  capacity,  and  some  personal  knowledge  of  eastern  life,  manners, 
and  the  language  is  indispensable.  Such  an  enterprise  should  begin 
with  samples  of  such  articles  as  wonid  probably  find  a  sale.  The  mar- 
ket shonld  be  tested  and  orders  given  only  for  such  products  as  are 
found  to  meet  an  assared  demand. 

Petroleum  heaters, — Winters  in  the  noith  of  Persia  are  severe,  and 
good  Russian  petroleum  cheap  and  abundant.  The  better  houses  have 
fireplaces  for  coal,  which,  however,  is  too  expensive  for  general  nse. 
Woodi.tveryscaroe,  the  chief  reliance  for  beating  purposes  being  a  pan 
of  charcoal  placed  under  a  wooden  frame  covered  with  a  cloth,  around 
which  the  occupants  of  the  room  sit  or  recline.  Cheap  bnt  good  petro- 
leum heaters  wonld  donbtless  meet  with  a  large  sale.  There  are  none 
of  native  or  Russian  manufacture,  and  so  far,  this  field  is  nnexploited. 
It  is  not  so  certain  that  petroleam  stoves  for  cooking  parposes  woald 
find  a  ready  sale,  for  a  few  years  ago,  an  English  merchant  imported  a 
considerable  number  and  he  was  in  the  end  obliged  to  sell  them  at  a 
loss.  They  meet  a  want  f^t  sometimes  among  the  foreign  community, 
bnt  they  are  not  well  adapted  for  the  preparation  of  Persian  dishes, 
which  consist  to  a  great  extent  of  rice,  in  the  cooking  of  which  the 
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Perstaua  are  very  sUUftil.  In  this  coDoeetion,  it  may  be  stated  that  the 
PeraisQ  is  very  conservatiTe  in  his  taatea  and  is  wedded  to  naage  and 
slow  to  change  his  babitR,  and  for  these  reasons,  iaferior  goods  wUI  find 
a  smaller  market  here  tbau  elsewhere.  He  most  be  tempted  by  a  really 
superior  commodity  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  in  this  ease  is  asnally 
qaick  to  perceive  its  advantages. 

Ornamental  coal  stoves  for  heating  paiposes,  if  the  cost  were  not  too 
heavy,  wonld  meet  with  a  considerable  demand,  8uch  as  have  been 
bronght  here  have  been  greatly  admired,  and  no  difflcalty  bas  been 
found  in  obtaining  purchasers. 

Sewing  machines,  generally  of  an  inferior  make,  are  qaite  common 
in  fsitiea  and  towns,  and  are  sometimes  found  even  in  villages.  These 
machines,  with  cotton  specially  prepared  for  tbem,  wonld  find  a  steady 
demand. 

Knitting  machines  for  men's  seeks  have  only  recently  been  intro- 
duced, bnt  it  appears  that  they  are  now  in  considerable  request,  and 
when  pat  on  the  market,  are  bought  at  a  handsome  profit. 

Sho«t. — A  tow,  open  shoe  or  slipper,  unlaced,  but  with  elastic  web 
let  in  at  the  sides,  so  tbat  it  can  be  easily  removed  on  entering  the 
house,  would  most  likely  find  a  profitable  market 

Canned  goods,  sach  as  salmon,  lobster,  beef,  bacon,  ham,  cheese,  corn- 
starch, oatmeal,  arrowroot,  tapioca,  sago,  pease,  asparagus,  maple  sirap, 
jams,  preserves,  candies,  etc.,  are  imported  generally  by  foreigners. 

Leather  for  carriage  and  harness  work,  for  boots  and  shoes,  and  for 
ordinary  tackle  is  always  in  demand. 

Fhonographs. — This  diverting  instrument  is  a  source  of  great  amuse- 
ment and  much  surprise  to  the  Persians,  and  many  inquiries  are  made 
concerning  its  price  and  possible  importation.  If  it  could  be  imported 
at  a  low  figure,  it  would  find  a  ready  sale. 

Drugs. — The  drug  market  is  supplied  to  a  great  extent  from  England, 
Germany,  and  India,  but  considerable  quantities  are  imported  from  the 
United  States  for  the  use  of  mission  hospitals,  dispensaries,  ete.,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  this  branch  of  the  Persian  trade  should  not  be 
developed. 

Clockt  onA  icaUshet. — Clocks  in  fkncy  styles,  with  aeceasories  to  match, 
auoh  as  equestrian  fignres  in  bronze  or  imitation,  kntghts  in  armor,  or 
vases,  are  favorite  ornamente  with  the  Persians,  and,  if  they  are  put  on 
the  market  at  a  reasonable  price,  find  ready  buyers,  Watehes  to  suit 
all  customers  are  asoally  In  demfud. 

Safes  made  for  convenient  transport,  with  intricate  bnt  strong  locks, 
have  a  considerable  sale.  The  Russian  article  is  very  indifferent  and 
affords  bnt  little  protection  to  the  contents. 

Harness,  with  a  good  sprinkling  of  silver,  electroplate,  or  good  brass 
mountings,  made  in  durable  leather,  in  double  or  single  sets,  is  always 
salable. 

Wall  paper,  cheap,  with  bright,  taking  patterns,  with  some  of  a 
higher  class  to  suit  more  ambitions  tastes,  can  be  easily  sold. 

Stationery, — The  English,  French,  German,  and  Bnasian  mannfoo> 
tures  at  present  divide  the  markets;  but  there  is  still  much  room  for 
improvement,  both  in  quality  and  price,  and  anyone  who  coald  enter 
the  market  at  a  lower  figure  would  doubtless  secure  the  trade. 

OotUm  goods. — Nearly  all  the  cotton  goods  consumed  in  Persia  are 
supplied  by  England  and  Russia,  and  though  of  an  inferior  quality  and 
the  price  rather  high,  it  is  doubtiul  whether  American  merchants  coald 
compete  successfiiljy  with  their  Earopean  rivals. 

Locks,  bolts,  door  and  window  fasteners  of  American  make  are  gen- 
erally appreciated  J  bnt  tbe  supply  hitherto  has  had  no  appreciable  effect 
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upon  tbe  market,  and  they  are  always  sold  under  the  name  of  some 
other  nationality. 

Air-motor  pumpg. — Within  the  laat  Bix  moatha,  two  pnmps  have  been 
erected  in  this  city,  exciting  a  f^ood  deal  of  earioeity  and  interest.  His 
Mf^esty  the  Shah  has  expressed  his  intention  of  having  five  or  six 
erected  in  his  varioas  palaces,  and  ])eople  in  positions  of  inSnence  and 
wealth  are  talking  of  giving  them  a  trial.  Ooneidering  the  long  dronght 
of  summer,  which  tries  the  crops  and  all  binds  of  vegetation,  they 
should  meet  a  mnch-felt  want  and  create  a  conaiderable  demand. 

Carriages. — Light,  serviceable  carriages  of  the  phaeton  pattern  and 
make — not  road  wagons  or  bnggies — ^if  capableof  standing  the  heat  and 
dryness  of  snmmer,  and  if  they  could  be  supplied  at  reasonably  low 
prices,  would  obtain  a  ready  market. 

In  trading  with  Persia,  much  prudence  and  discrimination  are  neces- 
sary in  order  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  people  and  avoid  treepass- 
iog  on  their  prejudices  and  sensibilities.  Many  promising  aud  hopeful 
enterprises  have  been  totally  wrecked,  simply  becaase  those  who  were 
appointed  to  the  management  refused  to  socomoiodate  themselves  and 
their  wares  to  the  habits  and  tastes  of  the  people. 

As  for  cotton  goods,  tbe  class  measarlng  3^  yards  to  tbe  pound,  aver- 
aging 64  by  70  to  the  square  inch,  sells  at  retail  at  9^  cents  per  Persian 
zar,  or  41  inches.  The  variety  measuring  4  yards  to  the  pound,  58  by  85 
to  the  square  inch,  sells  at  7  cents  per  zar;  that  averaging  69  by  69  to 
Che  square  inch  and  3  yards  to  tbe  ponnd  sells  at  8}  cents  per  zar,  and 
that  averaging  54  by  60  to  the  sqnare  inch  and  5  yards  to  the  pound 
sells  at  6^  oeuts  per  zar.  The  white  goods  in  use  are  heavily  starched, 
and  the  grays  consist  of  very  flimsy  textnre. 

They  are,  notwithstanding  these  defects,  such  as  snit  the  taste  and 
means  of  tbe  people,  and  with  which  they  are  apparently  content. 

Whether  the  Persian  market  offers  safflctent  indaoemeut  to  tbe 
American  manufacturer  and  merchant  to  participate  in  its  trade,  is  a 
question  which  can  only  be  proved  by  experience,  and  it  is  evident  that 
tbis  can  not  be  put  to  the  test  but  by  some  speculative  enterprise 
involving  risk  and  possible  loss.  The  articles  enumerated  in  this  report 
present  fair  openings  for  oommercial  rivalry,  and  with  such  improved 
methods  of  manu^tnre  as  we  now  possess,  I  do  not  think  onr  com- 
petitors need  fear  the  result. 

I  have  delayed  this  report  for  some  time,  in  the  hope  that  I  might 
have  tbe  advantage  of  consulting  tbe  Buglish  consnlar  reports  for 
Persia  for  the  year  ending  April  1, 1898,  which  the  English  minister 
has  courteously  promised  to  place  at  my  disposal.  They  have  not,  how- 
ever, yet  been  received  at  his  legation,  and  it  being  uncertain  when 
they  may  arrive,  I  feel  that  this  can  not  well  be  kept  back  any  longer, 
Abthub  S.  Habdt, 

Contul-  General. 

Teheran,  October  7, 1898. 
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STRAIT8    SETrijBMENTS. 

In  compliance  with  the  instrnctions  contained  in  the  Department's 
circular  of  August  5  last,  I  transmit  copies  of  a  comparative  statement 
of  the  values  of  articles  exported  from  this  colony  to  the  United 
States  and  of  articles  imported  &om  the  latter  to  Uieae  Settlements 
daring  the  years  ISdti-d?,  with  a  memorandam  showing  an  increase 
for  the  latter  period,  in  the  valne  of  the  gross  trade  between  this  dis- 
trict and  the  United  States,  of  (4,492,942,  or  27.36  per  cent. 

Similar  statements  giving  comparison  of  the  same  trade  for  the  first 
six  months  of  1898  with  that  for  the  similar  period  of  the  previons 
year,  as  well  as  the  farther  matter  referred  to  in  above  instrnctions,  are 
now  being  made  out  and  will  go  forward  by  next  mail. 

ComparaUve  ilatemait  of  iiie  grom  irada  of  Ote  StraiU  SettUtUMU  icitt  Ita  VnUtd  Slalet 
during  the  yeart  1396-97. 

Export*  to  the  United  SUtes,  1897 1*18,641,023 

Importefrom  the  Umt«d  Btetea,  1897 2,37(^350 

*20, 911, 373 

Esporta  to  the  United  Statea,  1S86 14,138,275 

Imports  from  tbs  United  States,  1896 1,960,166 

16,418,481 

Net  increwe  (27.36  per  cent) 4,493,943 

'The  TolaeB  In  these  tables,  whiob  compare  the  trade  for  1896  and  1897,  are  given 
in  Hesioan  corrency.  Ai  the  Tftlne  of  the  Mexiooa  dollar  ttTeraged  53.6  cents  in  1896 
and  48.3  cents  in  1^,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  give  the  equivalents  in  United 
States  coiteno;,  as  in  many  oases  the  increase  in  certain  lines,  eipre«eed  in  Heiican 
dollars,  woald  be  a  decrease  if  eipreened  in  United  Stetee  money.  The  gold  Talnes 
of  the  trade  are  given  in  the  sapplementory  report. 
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TRADE  IN  189S. 

I  give  belov,  oomparati've  statements  of  values  of  articles  exported 
from  this  colony  to  the  United  States  and  of  articles  imported  from  the 
latter  to  these  settlements  daring  the  flrst  six  months  of  1S97  and  1S98. 

The  totals  for  the  two  periods  were  as  follows; 


Tew. 
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S,OM,(»i 

from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  in  exports  there  has  been  an  increase 
of  $2,063,591,  Mexican  currency,  and  in  imports  an  increase  of  $125,196. 
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Value  of  artieUt  imported  into  the  SlraiU  SettlematU,  elo.— €oiitilmed. 
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SlNQAPORK,  Ootofrer  30, 1898. 


E.  Spbnoeb  Pratt, 

CoKtulrQeneral. 


8UFPLEMENTABT  SSFOBT. 

The  straits  Settlements,  constituting  together  a  single  British  Orown 
colouy,  are  situated  on  the  iHlaiidH  immediately  a(UaceDt  to  the  Malay 
PeninBnla,  at  the  Boatheni  extremity  of  which  lies  Singapore,  the  capital 
and  principal  port,  the  other  ports  Penaiig  and  Malacca.  The  area  of 
the  colony  is  1,626  square  miles.  It  comprtsen  the  island  of  Singapore, 
the  town  and  province  of  Malacca,  the  territory  of  the  island  of  Din^- 
inga,  the  town  and  island  of  Penatig,  Province  Welleeley,  and  their 
dependencies.  The  Oocos  or  Keeling  Jslande  and  Ohriatmas  leland, 
situated  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  were  placed  under  the  government  of  the 
Straits  Settlements  in  18SB  and  1889,  respectively.  The  governor  of 
the  Btrnits  Settlements  is  also  High  Commiasioner  for  the  Federated 
Malay  States  and  High  Commissiuiier  for  the  territories  of  the  British 
B^orth  Borneo  Company,  Brnnei  and  Sarawak, 

COHHBSOE. 

In  1896  and  1897,  the  value  of  the  gross  trade  of  this  colony,  dedncti- 
ing  treasure,  was — 
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This  represents  an  iDcrease  in  value  of  imports  of  $12,152,301  (Mexi- 
can) and  of  exports  of  $10,884,115  (Mexicau),  but  shows  a  decrease  in 
sterling  of  £557,634,  or  $2,713,239  United  Stotes  carreucy,  for  imports, 
and  £485,803,  or  $2,305,134  United  States  currency,  for  exports. 

Ttie  priDcipal  articles  of  export  ih^m  the  Straits  Settlements  are 
gambier,  gntta-percha,  coffee,  bides,  rattans,  sago  flour,  pepper,  tin, 
tapioca,  copra,  nutmegs,  canes,  gam  benjamin,  gam  copal,  gnm  dammar 
gamboge,  stick-lac,  mother  of-pcarl  shells,  etc. 

The  principal  articles  of  import  into  the  Straits  Settlements  are  cot- 
ton goods,  specie,  provisions,  coal,  rice,  hardware  and  cutlery,  twist 
(colored  and  plain),  baudkerchiefs,  paper,  malt  liquor,  spirits,  tobacco, 
vbeat  flour,  petrolenm,  and  European  and  American  manufactures. 

The  total  value  of  the  gross  trade  for  the  six  mouths  ending  June 
30, 1897  and  1898,  was— 
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The  valae  of  imports  during  the  first  half  of  1898  was  $103,658,637 
(Mexican),  or  £9,825,974,  or  $47,818,302  United  States  cnrreiicy,  show- 
ing an  increase  of  $6,214,184  (Mexican),  but  a  decreaae  in  sterling  of 
£172,232,  or  $828,867  United  States  currency,  as  compared  with  that  for 
the  same  period  of  1897. 

The  value  of  exports  was  $92,340,094  (Mexican),  or  £8,753,068,  or 
$42,596,805  United  States  corrency,  showing  an  increase  of  $13,410,255 
(Mexican),  or  £654,538  sterling,  or  $3,155^09  United  States  currency, 
as  compared  with  the  figures  for  the  first  half  of  1897. 


The  tonnage  of  ocean-going  vessels,  including  warships,  which 
arrived  at  and  cleared  from  the  ports  of  the  Settlements  of  the  colony 
during  1897  vas  14,369,830;  during  1896,  13,052,630,  an  increase  of 
1,317,200  tons. 

During  the  first  6ix  months  of  the  present  year,  the  aggregate  ton- 
nage of  arrivals  and  departures  in  Singapore  alone  was  4,097,142,  a 
decrease  of  613,206  tons  compared  with  the  same  period  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  due  in  great  measure  to  the  war  conditions  existing  since 
April  last. 

FINANCIAL. 

Curretiog. — ^The  silver  dollar  (British,  Mexican,  Hongkong,  and 
Japanese)  of  100  cents,  with  the  following  silver  and  copper  coins 
representing  fractional  parts  of  a  dollar : 

Silver:  Fifty-cent  (half-dollar)  piece,  20-ceiit  piece,  10-cent  piece, 
5-cent  piece.  Copper:  One-cent  piece,  one-half-cent  piece,  one-fborth- 
cent  piece. 

Bank-note  circulation,  $6,734,049  (Mexican). 

The  note  issue  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Chartered  Bank  of  India,  Aus- 
tralia, and  Obina,  and  the  Hongkong  and  Sfaaiigbat  Banking  Oorptun- 
tion.    The  first-named  bank  is  bound  by  its  charter  of  incorpoiatkm 
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aod  tbe  other  by  ordiaaace,  to  maintain  specie  to  the  extent  of  ooe- 
third  the  amoaut  of  the  issne  of  uotea. 

Exchange. — During  the  year  1897,  the  average  rate  with  London  was: 
Bank  bills  aterling,  on  demand,  Is.  lif  Jd.;  four  months  eight,  Is.  liffd., 
the  highest  and  lowest  quotation  being  for  demand  26,  l^A,  and  Is, 
9^jd.  and  for  four  months  2s.  Iffd.  and  Is.  9,^.,  respectively.  The 
average  of  exchange  on  Kew  York  is  obtained  by  converting  the 
above  demand  rate  on  London  into  United  States  cnrreaoy  at  4s.  2d. 
to  the  dollar. 

The  banking  institations  doing  business  in  the  colony  are  the  fol- 
lowing : 

CqiiUl. 

TheChftrtered  3ank  of  India,  Aostralla,  and  China £800,000 

Hangkons  and  Shancbai  Bankiag  Corporatian a  10, 000, 000 

Heroaati^  Bank  of  India,  tLmit«d. 662,500 

Nederlandsc he  Handel -Maatachspp;  (MetberlaDds  Trading  Soeiety)....  (35,783,000 

Revenue.— The  revenae  of  the  colony  for  1897  was  $4,320,207.  This 
was  in  excess  of  the  estimate  by  $311,472,  and  in  excess  of  the  revenae 
of  1896  by  $54,143. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  had  been  estimated  at  $4,524,775,  In 
the  actual  result,  $96,081  less  than  that  snm  was  expended. 

TRANSPOBTATION. 

Ocean. — The  great  ocean  lines  connecting  Singapore  with  the  ports 
of  Europe  and  the  far  East  and  by  transshipment  with  those  of  the 
Atlantic  and  Faciljc  coasts  of  tbe  United  States,  are: 

(1]  The  Compagnie  des  Messageries  Maritimes  (Freuch)j  (2)  The 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company  [British);  (3) 
The  Norddentscher  Lloyd  (German) ;  (4J  The  Austrian  Lloyds  Steam 
Xavigation  Company  (Austrian);  (5)  The  Compagnia  Transatlantica 
^panish);  (6)  The  Deutsche  Dampfschiffa  Kbederei  (German);  (7) 
The  Ocean  Steamship  Company  (British);  (8)  The  Glen  Line  of  steam 
packetH  (British):  (9)  The  fTavigazione  Generale  Italiane  (Italian);  (10) 
The  Ben  Line  (British);  (11)  The  China  Mutual  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Limited  (British);  (12)  The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  (Japanese). 

The  chartered  steamers  (freight  only)  of  Messrs.  Barber  &  Co.,  of 
New  York,  leave  that  port  about  twice  a  month  for  this  place  and  ports 
of  China  and  Japan ;  but  these,  though  direct,  are  not  regular  and 
carry  only  freight. 

Lines  to  adjacent  states  and  colonies. — Tbe  British  India  Steam  Navi- 
gation Company,  Limited  (British),  Singapore,  Calcutta,  and  intermedi- 
ate ports ;  the  Eoninklyhe  Pabetvaart Maatscbappy  (Dutch),  Singapore 
and  Batavia;  the  Messageries  Maritimes  (French),  branch  line,  Sin^ 
pore  and  Java  ports,  Singapore  and  Saigon;  the  Ocean  Steamship 
Company  (British),  Singapore  to  Bangkok,  Singapore  to  Saigon,  Singa- 
pore to  Netherlands  Indies,  Singapore  to  British  North  Borneo;  Apcar 
and  Jardine  Lines  (British),  Hongkong  to  Calcutta,  calling  at  Singa- 
pore; Sarawak  and  Singapore  Steamship  Company  (Sarawak  Govern- 
ment), Singapore  and  Kaching  (Sarawak). 

Coastwise  and  river  ^ine«,— There  are  unmerooB  vessels  engaged  in 
the  coasting  trade  of  the  Malay  peninsula  between  Singapore  and 
Penaug,  which  cull  at  the  intermediate  ports  of  Malacca,  the  Dingdings, 
Port  Dickson,  and  Port  Weld,  and  also  proceed  up  the  Klang  and  Perak 
rivers  as  far  as  navigable. 
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The  Straita  Steamship  Oompaoy  is  the  principal  line  in  the  trade, 
and  the  one  which  carries  the  re^alar  mail. 

Roads,  railicatfs,  and  eanaU. — There  ia  a  complete  system  of  macad- 
amized roads  thronghoat  the  colony  of  the  Straits  Settlements,  bat 
BiQce  these  are  not  commercial  routes,  they  will  not  be  considered  in  the 
present  report.  There  are  no  navif^ble  canals  in  the  colony  proper, 
no  railways,  and  only  about  10  miles  of  tramway,  at  Penang. 

For  particulars  in  regard  to  thiti  whole  sabject  of  transportation,  1 
would  refer  to  my  coutribation  to  the  Department's  Special  OoQsalar 
Ueports  of  1895,  entitled  Highways  of  Commerce. 

OOUHnNICATION  BBTWXBN  THB  UNITED  STATES  ANH  BINaAPORS. 

(1)  From  San  Francisco,  via  Yokohama  and  Shanghai,  to  Hongkoog, 
and  thence  by  transshipment  to  Singapore  via  Saigon.  (2)  From  New 
"York  to  Europe  and  thence  by  transshipment,  via  Suez  Gaual  aod 
Colombo,  to  Singapore.  (3)  From  New  York  to  Singapore  direct  via 
Suez  Canal  and  Colombo. 

The  first  of  these  routes  is  the  most  expeditions  to  the  Pacific  coast, 
the  second  to  the  Atlantic  coast.  The  third,  though  direct,  consumes 
more  time,  from  the  fact  of  the  steamers  being  slower,  besides  having 
as  yet  no  fixed  dates  of  departure. 


Freight  to  London  in  1897  ranged  from  128.  6d.  to  37b.  6d.  ((3.03  to 
$9.11)  per  ton,  Singapore  scale.  This  year  it  ranged  from  27s.  6d.  to 
5L's.  6d.  (t6.68totl2.75). 

To  the  United  States  (New  York),  1897,  it  ruled  fh>m  16s.  to  228.  6d. 
($3.64  to  $5.46)  per  ton,  Singapore  scale;  pre.sent  rates  are  from  30s. 
to  25a.  ($4.86  to  $6.07)  per  ton,  Singapore  scale. 

To  San  Francisco  via  Hongkong :  To  Hongkong,  $3  per  ton  witbont 
any  deviation  since  last  year;  to  San  Francisco  as  per  schedule;  to 
Calcutta  as  per  schedule, 

INDUBTBIBS. 

The  following  are  the  principal  local  industries:  The  tin  smelting 
worka,  said  to  be  the  largest  iu  tbe  world — the  yearly  consumptaon  is 
stated  to  be  64,933,333  pounds  of  ore,  and  the  yearly  output  45,333,333 
iwunds  of  metal;  the  aerated  waterworks,  which  are  estimated  to 
turn  out  about  12,500  gallons  per  month;  the  ice  works  mannfoctory, 
with  an  average  production  of  70  tons  (British)  of  ice  per  day;  the 
canning  works,  producing,  some  125,000  cases  of  preserved  pineapples 
per  season. 

Besides  the  above,  there  are  a  number  of  sawmills,  small  rioe-clean- 
ing  mills  and  distilleries,  and  the  shipbuilding  yards. 

TEL^QBAPHB. 

Through  tbe  Eastern  Extension  Australasia  and  China  Telegraph 
Company's  system  and  connections,  this  colony  is  in  telegraphic  c 
nicatioD  with  all  parts  of  the  world. 
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There  are  no  dntieB  on  foreigo  importa  entering;  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments, no  restrictions  imposed  upon  commercial  travelers,  aud  no  laws 
or  regnlations  of  a  discriminating  character  which  a&'ect  American 
shipping.  Goods  are  not  required  to  he  marked  8o  as  to  show  the 
country  of  origin  or  manufacture. 

TBADB  WITH  THB   UNITBD  BTAIE8. 

The  generfd  trade  between  the  United  States  and  this  colony  has 
greatly  improved  dorlDgthepastyear,  its  total  value  being  $20,911,373 
(Mexican)  (tlO,183,839,  gold),  of  which  exports  to  the  United  States 
represented  (18,541,023  (t9,029,178,  gold),  aud  imports  from  the  United 
States  $2,370,360  ($1,154,360,  gold). 

An  examination  of  the  comparative  statements  recently  forwarded 
will  show  that,  In  exports,  the  greatest  iucreases  have  been  in  tin,  cof- 
fee, gambler,  and  in  lesser  degree,  gum  copal,  gutta-percha,  f^tta  of 
other  sorts,  cassia,  black  pepper,  nutmegs,  tapioca,  cloves,  etc.  Of  the 
decreases,  the  more  important  were  in  rattans,  rubber,  white  pepper, 
sago,  rawhides,  cutch,  essential  oil,  mace,  green  suail  shells,  long  pep- 
per, etc. 

As  regards  the  imports,  the  following  accounted  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  increased  value:  Wheat  tlour,  machinery,  lubricating  oil,  drags 
and  chemicals,  hardware  and  cutlery,  provisions,  oilman's  stores,  car- 
riages auil  carriage  materials,  telegraph  and  telephone  materials,  copper 
ware,  lamps  and  lampwarc,  muskets,  rifles,  etc.  Petroleum,  gas  and 
electric-lighting  materials,  coal,  scrap  iron,  tools  and  implements,  clocks 
and  watches,  canvas,  tar,  medicines,  wick  and  waste,  wooden  ware,  etc., 
make  up  the  list  of  decreases. 

During  the  six  months  ending  Jnne  30  of  the  present  year,  the  trade 
has  shown,  in  comparison  with  that  of  the  six  months  of  1897,  a  large 
increase,  the  total  value  being  $11,217,754  (Mexican)  ($4,609,537,  gold), 
of  which  $9,793,820  ($3,937,116,  gold)  was  in  exports,  and  $1,423,934 
($572,421,  gold)  was  in  imports. 

The  principal  increases  in  exports  were  in  tin  (f^ain  the  largest), 
gutta-percha,  rubber,  gum  copal,  nutmegs,  tapioca,  white  pepper,  essen- 
tial oil,  cnbebs,  rawhides,  preserved  fruits,  gamboge,  tortoise  shell, 
mace,  etc. 

The  decreases  were  in  coffee,  black  pepper,  gambler,  sago,  rattans 
and  cloves,  cassia,  gnm  dammar,  etc. 

In  imports,  the  following  articles  gave  tbe  largest  increases:  Petro- 
lenm,  wheat  flour,  carriage  and  carriage  materials,  tobacco,  cotton  goods, 
medicines,  ironware,  lamps  and  lampware,  tools  and  implements, 
apparel,  etc. 

The  principal  decreases  were  represented  by  machinery,  lubricating 
oil,  drugs  and  chemicals,  clocks  and  watches,  oilmen's  stores,  telegraph 
and  telephone  materials,  etc. 

E.  Sfbnobb  Pbatt, 

Coiuul-Oeneral. 

Bbsqapobb,  2foiimtl>er  16, 1898, 
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Kates  of  freight  from  Honghong  to  Sui  Fiaucisco  on  the  imdeniot«d  cargo,  shipped, 
oo  throDgh  btlla  of  lading  signed  in  the  Straits  Settlements,  Java  ports,  iddoo, 
Colombo,  or  Bombay,  eiolnsive  of  transfer  ezpeuaea  at  Hongkong.  A.U  rateii  are  in 
United  States  gold  ootn. 

Cardamoms,  in  cases p«r  Dicnl..  10.90 

Cassia,  in  boxes  or  bales per  tan  of  wfeet..    6-50 

Castor  seed perpionl..       .80 

Cinnamon,  in  balea: 

Lots  of  100  bales  or  over do....  ) 

Lots  nnder  100  bales do....  Sl.42 

Cinnamon,  in  bags do ) 

Cloves,  in  bags do 1.13 

Cocoauat  oil,  mhogsheada do 75 

Cocoa,  in  bags do 75 

Coffee,  in  bags do 62j 

Copra,  in  bags do 70 

Cottonseed do 1.45 

Dry  hides per  ton  of  10  feet..  10.00 

Dates: 

Wet porpicol..      .SO 

Dry do 75 

Ebony per  ponnd..       -OOt 

Essen  tial  oils percent  ad  valorem..  1 

Gambiei: 
Block- 
Lots  of  25  tons  or  over do GO 

Lots  of  less  than  26  tons do 55 

Cnbe— 

Lot«  of  25  tons  or  over do S6 

Lots  of  less  Uiaa26  tons do 75 

Olnger: 

iVet per  ton  of  40  feet..     8.00 

Dry per  picul..      .70 

Goatskins per  ton  of  40  feet..  13.00 

Onm  copal; 

Lots  of  5  tons  or  over peipionl..      .67} 

Lots  of  less  than  5  tons do 70 

Oonniee '. per  ton  of  40  feet..     6,00 

Hemp  seed per  pionl..       ,75 

Indian  condiments per  ton  of  40  feet..     8.00 

Indigo do 16.00 

Jute do....     7.00 

Kapok do 5.00 

Linseed ., per  pical . .       .70 

Mace do 1.00 

Nntmegs do 1.00 

Paddy do 50 


Pepper; 
Lot 


Lots  of  35  tons  or  over do 66 

Lots  of  lees  than  25  tons do 75 

Plumbago,  in  packages do 60 

Pineapples per  ton  of  40  feet..     8.00 

Rattans perpionl..     1.60 

Eice,  in  bags do 60 

Sago: 

Lots  of  25  tons  or  over do 45 

Lots  of  less  than  25  tons do 60 

Saltpeter do 00 

Shellac per  ton  of  40  feet..  10.00 

8tick-lac,  io  lots  of  10  tons  or  over per  picnl..      .70 

Sugar,  refined,  in  bags do 30 

Tapioca: 

Lots  of  25  tons  or  over ....do )     » 

Lots  of  less  than  35  tons do < 

Tin do 30 

Tnrmerio do 70 

Tea  and  desiccated  ooooanata ......do 8.00 
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DBCLASBD   HXPORTS,  BTRAITB   SBTTLBBIBITTB. 
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1.862.  TUT.  04 

t,533.«W.1S 

1,728,078.58 

1,010,402.52 

TUBKET  TN  ASIA. 

SIVAB. 

There  are  no  a<M;arate  statistics  available  for  a  commercial  report. 
Few  flgores  are  kept  in  this  consular  district.  There  is  uo  direct  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  this  district,  except  a  very  little  at 
SamsoQii  and  Trebizoud.  Kcarly  all  goods  for  this  section  enter  the 
coantry  at  Constantinople.  Prices  cnrrent  are  of  little  value,  becaaae 
tbey  are  not  fixed,  bat  vary  with  the  ability  of  the  purchaser  to  beat 
them  down  and  with  changing  local  conditions.  One  rarely  thinks  of 
paying  more  than  75  or  60  per  cent  of  the  prices  first  demanded.  A 
severe  snowstorm  may  interrupt  trafQc  with  the  seaooost  and  advance 
prices  of  staple  articles  60  per  cent. 

PBOTTKOB  OF  SITAS. 

Some  observations  on  the  condition  of  commerce  and  indastries  io 
the  provinco  of  Sivas  may  Im  of  interest  and  give  a  general  idea  of  auy 
one  of  the  eight  provinces  of  Anatolia. 

The  province  of  Sivas  has  a  climate  and  physical  conditions  reaem- 


'  In  reply  to  oitenlar  of  Aagnat  6,  1898. 
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bling  that  of  Colorado.  It  has  ao  area  of  aboat  52,000  aqoare  miles, 
aod  an  estimated  popalatioD  of  1,005,000  Muhammedaos  aod  180,000 
ChriBtiauB  living  in  6  cities  and  4,700  villages.  The  inhabitants  are 
essentially  an  agricultaral  people.  There  is  no  direct  trade  with  the 
United  States  or  any  other  foreign  country  in  this  proviace. 

HAJftrPAOTUBBB. 

With  the  exception  of  low  grades  of  cotton  cloth,  a  little  cashmere, 
mde  wagoDB,  harnesses,  shoes,  stoves,  faniitare,  copper  vessels,  knives, 
and  axes,  almost  everything  of  a  manufactared  nature  ia  imported,  and 
tdmost  entirely  from  Europe.  Agricultural  products  are  given  ia 
exchange.  The  farmer  supports  the  local  merchant,  who  bays  Euro- 
pean ^lods  of  the  ConstantiDopIe  and  Samsoun  importers.  Few 
products  of  value,  except  wool  and  skins,  leave  the  country. 

EOOSOHIO  OOKDITIORB. 

The  standard  of  living  is  very  low,  but  has  a  tendency  to  "slowly 
advaDce  as  the  people  are  brought  more  and  more  in  contact  with 
Western  civilization.  The  natnral  resources  of  the  country  are  steadily 
diminishing.  Methods  of  agriculture  are  centuries  behind  the  times, 
and  are  exhausting  the  soil  Trees  are  being  destroyed  root  and  branch. 
"So  railroads  exist,  though  during  the  past  fifty  years  they  have  often 
been  projected.  The  people  generally  buy  only  the  cheapest  grades  of 
goods  of  German  and  Austrian  origin,  but  sometimes  they  have  learned 
the  economy  in  buying  goods  of  real  value  and  superior  quality. 

The  conditions  of  commerce  were  mnch  aSected  by  the  massacres  of 
1895.  The  losses  in  this  province  are  estimated  at  11,000  houses  and 
3,500  shops  looted,  2,000  houses  burned  or  ruined,  5,260  Armenians  and 
241  Turks  killed.  The  estimated  value  of  property  of  Armenians  lost 
or  destroyed  was  $19,098,400.  The  general  results  were  the  diminution 
of  agricultural  products  and  government  receipts,  loss  of  commercial 
confidence  aud  credit,  increase  of  poverty,  and  general  paralysis  of  trade. 
The  province  has  slowly  recovered  from  the  eB'ect  of  these  events,  the 
recovery  being  hastened  by  the  charitable  contributions  of  America  and 
England  and  hindered  by  snbsequent  massacres  at  Tokat,  Egin,  Gou- 
stantinople,  and  other  places^  and  by  an  increase  of  brigandage. 
Another  bindrance  to  commercial  revival  has  been  the  foct  that  since 
the  massacres  Armenians  are  practically  prohibited  from  going  to 
Constantinople. 

IMPOBT8  Aim  BZPOBT3. 

The  accompanying  tables  of  estimated  imports  and  exports  at  Sivas 
may  be  taken  to  represent  in  a  general  way  the  commerce  of  the  chief 
iuterior  cities  of  this  consular  district,  viz,  Sivas,  Amasia,  Tokat, 
Cesarea,  Karpoot,  and  Marsivan.  The  special  industries  of  these  cities 
are:  At  Amasia,  the  manufacture  of  flour,  dried  fruits,  and  silk;  at 
Tokat,  liquor  (raki)  and  copper  dishes;  at  Cesarea,  rugs  and  carpets; 
at  Marsivan,  "tireh"  (gingham]  and  Turkish  towels. 

KOTKS  ON  IHPORTS. 

The  feature  of  the  import  trade  is  the  German  competition  with  Eng- 
lish goods.  This,  I  suppose,  is  due  to  political  conditions,  which  fovor 
Germany,  the  energy  of  German  manufacturers,  the  establishment  of 
German  houses  at  Constantinople,  the  abundance  of  their  traveling 
salesmen,  the  low  cost  of  their  products,  and  the  fitct  that  they  quote 
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prices  at  OonstantiDople  in  weights  and  meBBores  comprehended  by 
oriental  merchants. 

Coffee  is  chiefly  Bio;  retails  at  S  to  14  ceata  a  poand. 

Copper  is  chiefly  sheet  copper,  and  is  nsed  in  the  mannbctnre  of  all 
sorts  and  sizes  of  cooking  ntensils,  which  have  a  pretty  constant  valoe 
of  aboat  20  cents  a  poand. 

Cotton  goods  are  generally  known  as  "Manchester  goods,"  but  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  nnbleached  cotton  sheetings  are  nniversally 
called  "American  cloth."  The  sheeting  manufactured  by  the  Dwight 
Manofactaring  Company  under  the  name  of  "Cabot  A"  has  a  large 
sale  all  over  Asia  Minor,  and  the  demand  is  increasing  as  its  saperior 
qnality  and  darabllity  become  recognized.  British  Consul  Shipley 
reports  that  (12,000  worth  was  sold  at  Angora  this  last  year.  This 
popularity  has  led  to  the  introdaction  of  several  imitationa  of  Inferior 
qnality. 

Cotton  oloth  of  native  and  foreign  make  form  the  balk  of  the  clothing 
of  both  men  and  women  throaghout  all  seasons  of  the  year.  The  cotton 
goods  of  foreign  make  are  chiefly  lower  grades  of  prints  and  aubleached 
sheetings.     Pi-ints  of  bright  colors,  especially  reds  with  floral  designs, 


are  most  sold.    The  Sivas  women  eagerly  seek  new  patterns, 
prints  commonly  sold  here  cost  at  Constantinople  6  to  6j  cents,  30  inches 
wide. 

The  sheetings  most  largely  sold  are  of  48  threads  each  way,  and 
4  yards  to  the  poand.  Tbey  cost  at  Constantinople  4  cents  a  yard, 
31^  inches  wide.  In  drillings,  goods  costing  4^  cents  a  yard,  28^  inches 
wide,  sell  most  extensively,  but  a  saperior  article  of  American  make 
(Lyman  Mills,  extra  heavy,  H)  has  an  increasing  sale. 

White  cotton  shirtings  sell  moderately  well,  not  so  much  for  shirts 
as  for  curtains,  furniture  covering,  tablecloths,  napkins,  eto.,  among 
the  richer  people.  The  sort  most  sold  costs  at  9amsoun  5^  cents  a 
yard,  M  inches  wide. 

Cheap  printed  cotton  f  annel  or  flannellet  is  sold  considerably  for 
winter  dresses.  It  comes  largely  from  Germany  and  Austria.  It  costs 
about  9^  cents  a  yard,  29  inches  wide,  at  Constantinople. 

Belgian  cotton  trouserings  and  suitings,  24  inches  wide,  costing  9^ 
cents  at  Constantinople,  are  sold  here  to  some  extent. 

Probably  half  of  the  cotton  cloth  worn  in  the  province  is  of  local 
mannfactnre,  made  on  baud  looms.  Thousands  of  these  looms  are  found 
in  the  houses  of  the  poorer  people.  The  cloth  is  of  two  sorts,  "  tireh," 
a  sort  of  gingham,  and  "donluk,"  a  heavy  unbleached  cotton  fabric 
Tireh  is  made  from  imported  white  cotton  thread,  Manchester  and 
"  Italiai^''  which  is  colored  here.  It  is  woven  in  pieces  aboat  6  yards 
long  and  19  inches  wide,  and  has  80  to  84  threads  to  the  warp  and  50 
to  52  threads  to  the  woof.  Weight,  C  or  8  ^arda  to  the  pound.  The 
style  and  quality  made  in  different  towBS  varies  considerably.  It  sella 
at  4}  to  7  cents  a  yard  by  the  piece. 

Donink  is  made  chiefly  tiom  cotton  raised  in  Adena,  Harpoot,  and 
other  parts  of  Turkey.  Formerly  the  cotton  was  spun  here  with  the 
distaff,  but  now  thread  spun  at  Tarsus  and  Adena  has  largely  super- 
seded the  handmade  thread.  Some  sorts  are  woven  fhiin  mixed  machine 
and  handmade  thread.  It  is  made  in  pieces  about  8  yards  long  and 
ISA  inches  wide.  The  number  of  picks  to  the  inch  is  33  by  33, 30  by  34, 
30  Dy  40.  Its  weight  is  7  to  8  yards  to  the  pound,  and  it  retails  for  4} 
to  6|  cento  a  yard  by  the  piece. 

Only  the  cheapest  sorts  of  catlery  sell  here. 

Drugs  and  chemicals. — The  drags  are  commonly  adnlterated.  Poi- 
sons and  patentmedicines  containing  substances  daogecoas  or  ioJariooB 
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to  life,  and  ohemioals  employed  in  makiog  ezploeivea^  are  prohibited  or 
admitted  aoder  certaia  control.  Considerable  snlphate  of  qainine  is 
consDmed  here,  and  a  pore  article  is  desired.  It  is  sold  by  all  sorts  of 
mercbttnta  and  they  claim  to  pay  29  to  44  cents  an  oance  for  it  at  Con- 
stantinople, according  to  the  parity  (American  prices,  20  to  22  cents,  in 
bulk). 

Dyes. — Unfortanately,  the  cheapest  aniline  dyea  are  replacing  Qie 
solid  old  vef^etable  colors,  greatly  to  the  detriment  of  the  oriental  rags. 

Maberdashery. — Bottona,  trimmings,  thread,  pins,  needles,  laces, 
scissors,  ladies'  and  men's  famishing  goods,  are  of  lowest  grades.    The 


Nails. — Owing  to  great  depreesioD  in  bnilding  operations,  the  import 
of  nails  has  greatly  diminished.    Wire  nails  are  nsed  almost  exdasively. 

Petroleum. — Bassian  petroleum  entirely  excludes  the  American  prod- 
oct.  It  retails  here  at  13  to  2(t  cents  a  gallon,  the  average  price  being 
abont  17  cents. 

Bice  is  of  local  raising.    It  retails  for  abont  2  cents  a  pound. 

SiUc  and  velvet. — SUka  are  mostly  of  native  mannfacture  and  oriental 
in  style.  An  attempt  to  raise  and  weave  silk  was  started  here  this 
summer.  GoDsiderabie  is  raised  at  Amasia.  It  is  subject  to  a  special 
tax  of  10  per  cent  ad  valorem.  Oheap  grades  of  velvet  are  imported, 
chiefly  for  wedding  dresses. 

Soap  id  mostly  of  olive  oil,  with  a  large  admixture  of  earthy  matter. 

Spirits,  etc. — Alcohol  is  trom  Busaia;  cheap  cognacs  ftxim  Greece  and 
France;  beer  from  Oonstantinople,  Austria,  and  Germany;  wines  of  low 
price  and  poor  quality  are  made  at  Maraovan,  Amasia,  and  Harpoot. 
At  Tpkat  they  make  large  qnantitles  of  "raki,"  a  sort  of  brandy  made 
by  distilling  &om  ferment«d  palp  and  skins  of  grapes. 

Sugar  is  almost  exclnsively  white-beet  sugar,  in  blocks  or  conea. 
Making  grape  sngar  or  simp,  "peomezj^ia  an  important  local  industry 
-  at  Marsovan,  Amasia,  Tokat,  and  Harpoot.  Mulberry  pecmez  is  made 
at  Gnrun. 

Tobacco  is  under  the  control  of  the  tobacco  monopoly,  but  80  per 
cent  of  the  tobacco  consumed,  entirely  in  the  form  of  cigarettes,  is  con- 
traband. 

Woolen  goods  are  rarely  pure  wool.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
woolen  cloth  worn  is  of  domestic  manufacture,  "homespun."  Woolen 
yams  are  imported  chiefly  for  the  mannilEwstafe  of  cashmeres,  girdles, 
tablecovera,  and  trouserings,  at  Qnmn. 

NOTES  ON  BXPOBTH. 

Nothing  is  exported  directly  from  Sivaa  to  any  country.  The  export 
trade  is  not  systematized.  If  exporting  agencies  having  direct  rela- 
tions with  American  or  European  bouses  were  established  here,  the 
expenses  and  profits  of  three  or  four  middlemen  might  be  saved. 
Wool,  shins,  and  other  agricnltural  products  are  sent  in  small  lots  to 
merchants  of  Samsonn  and  Oonstantinople.  The  cost  of  transportation 
by  wagons  and  caravans  is  high. 

Wheat,  flour,  and  barley  were  shipped  in  considerable  quantities  to 
Samsoun  and  Constantinople  last  summer,  owing  to  the  low  prices 
reigning  here.  Wheat  was  as  low  as  38  cents  a  bnahel,  but  every  160 
miles  of  transport  doubles  the  price. 

Bugs  and  carpets  are  sent  mostly  to  Cesarea,  and  thence  through 
middlemen  at  Smyrna  and  Oonstantinople  to  Ameiica.  Antique  rugs 
are  becoming  scarce  and  their  value  is  increasing.  New  rugs  of  au 
exceptionally  fine  and  soft  character  are  made  at  Sivas,  but  it  is  doubt- 
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fill  if  they  tire  worth  the  extra  amoaat  of  labor  expended  od  them, 
especially  as  the  colors  are  mineraJ  and  sure  to  fade.  If  Ajnericau  car- 
pet merohantB  would  aeud  representatives  to  Sivas  and  establish  the 
itidustry  in  a  systematic  manner,  manufacturing  rugs  of  the  moat 
desirable  qualities  and  patterns,  I  believe  it  would  prove  very  profit- 
able. The  price  of  labor  is  only  about  one-fonrth  what  it  la  in  the 
Smyrna  region,  where  so  large  a  proportion  of  rugs  is  now  made.  Wool 
is  cheaper  here  also,  but  the  cost  of  labor  is  the  most  important  item. 
Oirls  aud  women  are  now  reoeiving  3  to  5  ceuts  a  day  for  tbis  work. 

Wool. — I  suppose  that  considerable  of  the  wool  Auds  its  way  via 
Marseilles  to  America.  Angora  wool  is  grown  here,  but  it  is  not  eqnal 
in  fineness  and  curl  to  the  pnrer  bred  wool  of  the  Angora  district. 

Woolen  stockings,  knit  by  hand,  were  formerly  made  and  exported 
from  here  in  great  qoautities,  but  European  machine-made  stockiogs 
are  fast  destroying  the  trade. 

OPPOBTUNITIEB  FOR  OOUHKBOB. 

It  woald  appear  that  the  present  political  situation  and  loss  of  credit 
t^  the  Armenians  might  offer  an  opportunity  for  American  merchante, 
if  they  were  enterprising  enough,  to  establish  a  profitable  commerce  in 
Anatolia.  The  old  credit  system  is  largely  lost;  oash  would  be  foond 
to  pay  for  goods  if  they  were  bronght  here.  Agents  of  American 
houses  should  come  here  with  samples,  study  the  market,  import  their 
goods,  and  get  cash  on  delivery.  The  inhabitants  of  Turkey  will  oot 
seek  American  goods,  and  the  American  merchant  must  try  to  obtain 
the  trade  if  he  wishes  it.  If  some  American  houses  would  combine  and 
establish  a  commission  house  or  resident  agency  at  Samsoun,  with  a 
good  line  of  goods  to  show  to  customers,  they  might  capture  a  lucrative 
trade  in  Asia  Minor. 

Frices  and  measures  should  be  made  comprehensible  to  the  oriental 
buyers.  Prices  should  be  quoted  to  Constantinople  or  Samsoan,  as  is 
done  by  European  merchants,  in  lire  or  francs.  In  that  case  the  mer- 
chant will  have  some  idea  of  what  the  goods  will  cost  him.  The  United 
States  wilt  have  to  learn  to  use  metric  weights  and  measures,  which  is 
the  system  of  her  competitors. 

I  receive  numerous  catalogues  of  American  goods,  such  as  type- 
writers, carriages,  books,  mlniugmachiDery,  pianos,  organs,  telephones, 
X-ray  machines,  and  phonographs,  which  serve  to  remind  a  consul 
that  there  is  a  land  that  is  better  than  this,  but  I  have  no  chance  of 
securing  a  single  native  customer.  The  goods  are  not  adapted  to  this 
country,  where  only  the  necessities  of  life  are  demanded. 

It  seems  to  me  that  all  sorts  of  American  cotton  goods  might  profit- 
ably be  sold  here.  3ome  American  sheetings  and  drillings  have  a  con- 
siderable and  growing  sale,  in  spite  of  their  higher  prices,  including 
numerous  profits,  from  the  American  cotton  grower,  through  English 
cotton  merchants  and  mills  and  Constantinople  middlemen,  to  Sivas 
weavers  and  merobants,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  native 
cloths  are  very  extensively  worn;  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
real  merit  might  win  against  cheapness  and  poor  quality. 

American  cotton  and  wool  threads  might  compete  with  English 
yams.  Cheap  grades  of  cutlery,  lamps,  clocks,  and  some  silver-plated 
ware  might  find  a  market.  American  boots,  shoes,  and  rubbers  oogtit 
to  be  tried;  also  ready-made  calico  and  linen  shirts.  Watches,  if 
cheap,  sliowy,  fnll-jeweled,  and  not  too  large,  with  dials  in  Arabic 
figures,  might  sell. 

Mixed  cotton  goods,  cheap  and  of  showy  appearaDO&~  wooldi  sell, 
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bnt  it  would  seem  better  to  bnild  op  and  maintain  American  reputation 
in  lionest  goods,  "all  wool  and  a  yard  wide."  The  leifend  "Made  in 
America"  ought  to  have  a  different  meaning  firom  the  common  stamp 
"Made  in  Germany."  Consnls  in  Turkey  have  often  spoken  of  the 
desirability  of  introdncing  American  thrashing  machines,  to  replace  the 
slow  biblical  method  of  treading  ont  the  grain  with  oxen,  which  is  now 
in  use.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  introduce  them,  and  some  have 
been  tried.  One  consul  reports  that  they  failed  because  they  cut  the 
straw  too  fine,  another  because  they  did  not  cut  the  straw  fine  enough. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  root  of  the  difficulty  lies  deeper.  The  thrasher 
can  not  thrash  grain  pulled  up  by  the  toots  or  mixed  with  stubble  and 
stones,  as  it  is  now.  The  machines  soon  get  ont  of  order.  The  people 
have  not  the  mechanical  knowledge  and  appliances  required  to  mn  and 
repair  the  machines.  Keapers  should  precede  thrashers.  The  horses 
are  rather  too  light  to  draw  reaping  machines.  Plows  and  harrows  of 
approved  pattern  should  prepare  the  ground  for  reapers,  but  poverty, 
conservatism,  and  the  absence  of  an  easy  foreign  outlet  for  grain  make 
the  present  crude  agricultural  implements  seem  good  and  sufficient. 

There  is  a  growing  demand  for  enameled  ware,  which  is  now  supplied 
by  France  and  Austria  in  inferior  grades.  It  would  seem  that  Ameri- 
can tools  should  find  a  market  here.  Althongh  water  power  is  plenty, 
there  is  not  a  single  sawmill  in  the  province,  and  every  sort  of  carpen- 
teringis  done  by  hand,  not  even  by  hand-power  machinery.  The  Singer 
Sewing  Machine  Company  is  the  only  American  company  which  has  yet 
penetrated  Asia  Minor,  and  the  agent  here  is  being  rewarded  by  a  good 
and  increasing  sale  of  machines. 

Wool,  hides  and  skins,  rugs,  gum,  opinm,  dried  fruits,  nuts,  and 
apricot  stones  would  constitute  the  chief  articles  of  exchange  for  Ameri- 
can products.  Wool  is  selling  at  from  14  to  16  cents  for  washed  and  12 
to  14  cents  for  lambs. 

EAILWATS. 

So  railways  exist  in  Anatolia  east  of  Angora  and  Eonla.  They  are 
desired  by  the  Government,  and  German  companies  are  seeking  con 
cessions  for  building  lines  from  Samsoun  or  Sinope  to  Sivas,  and  for 
extending  existing  lines  from  Angora  and  Konia  via  Sivas  to  Bagdad. 
The  Government,  however,  wishes  roads  bnilt  on  strategic  rather  than 
commercial  lines,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  an  agreement  can  be  arrived  at. 
A  line  from  Angora  via  Gosgat  bas  been  surveyed  this  summer  in  the 
interest-B  of  a  German  company,  but  as  the  roa<l  wonld  find  little  traffic 
in  proportion  to  its  length  and  cost,  it  is  doubtful  if  they  can  get  the 
kilometric  goaranty  they  will  require. 

OOHHERCIAL  BTSTEH. 

Almost  all  commerce  in  the  past  has  been  done  on  a  credit  system. 
(Constantinople  merchants  gave  a  general  discount  of  1  per  cent  on  all 
goods  bought.  On  dry  go<^8  they  also  gave  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  days'  credit  from  date  of  delivery,  and  counted  the  Turkish  lira  at 
112  piasters  instead  of  its  ofScial  vtiltte  of  100  piasters.  Manchester 
gave,  through  the  Constantinople  commission  bouses,  from  ninety  to 
one  hundred  and  tweuty-onedays' creditor  3  per  cent  discount  for  cash 
on  delivery  at  Samsoun,  lira  at  112  piasters.  On  crockery  and  glass- 
ware Constantinople  gave  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  days'  credit 
and  the  lira  reckoned  at  120  piasters.  On  groceries  tfae  credit  at  Gon- 
stantmople  was  uiuety  days,  lira  at  112  piasters.  Now  credits  are 
almost  impossible  to  obtain,  and  the  introduction  of  a  system  of  cash  on 
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deliveryatS  or  Iper  centdiscoDDt  voald  probably  be  gladly  accepted, 
caase  a  revival  of  busiDess,  and  build  ap  a  direct  Aiaencan  trade. 
For  this  responsible  local  agents  are  necessary — men  who  are  familiar 
with  Americaiiprodacts,  and  who,  if  they  do  not  apeak  Torkish,  ehoald 
kDov  at  least  French  or  Greek. 

There  is  no  bank  in  this  consalar  district  except  branches  of  the 
Imperial  Ottoman  Bank  at  Sameoan  and  Trebizonde,  Exchange  ia 
therefore  attended  with  some  difflcoltiee. 

MiLO  A.  Jewett,  OotMuI. 

SiTAS,  October  10,  1898. 
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Since  my  report  of  last  year  tbere  has  been  little  cbanee  id  the  com- 
mercial affairs  of  tbis  city  and  proviD<-«.  The  folloviDg  table  of  imports 
(which  iB  only  approximately  correct]  I  have  compiled  f^om  data 
obtained  through  the  courtesy  of  tbe  British  consul,  who  employs  each 
year  a  man  to  prepare  statistics  for  htm.  These  are  obtaioed  from 
varions  sources,  none  of  which  are  ofScial,  since  tbe  Turkish  aathori- 
ties  here  are  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  sapply  the  coqbuIb  with  any 
information  of  a  commercial  character. 

Impart*  Auring  tt«  year  1S97. 
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Tbe  import  duty  is  8  per  cent,  and  the  export  duty  1  per  cent  ad 
valorem. 

Efforts  are  freqaently  made  by  the  Government  to  establish  a  law 
increasing  these  rates,  bnt  *'  tbe  powers"  always  object.  These  rates 
are  in  reality  increased  from  3  to  4  per  cent  by  overvaluation  and 
cfaargiug  for  porterage  and  other  services  by  the  cnstoms  officers. 

AOBIOULTDBAI.   MACHIKEBT. 

Germany  is  rapidly  superseding  other  nations  in  supplying  this  conn- 
try  with  manufactured  products  of  all  kinds,  excepting  muslins,  calicoes, 
and  agricultural  implements.  She  baa  accomplished  this  by  furnishing 
*'  shoddy"  goods  at  a  ruinously  low  price,  and  by  giving  credits  of  from 
four  to  six  months. 

The  United  States  still  leads  in  agricultural  implements,  especially 
in  plows,  harrows,  reapers,  and  binders.  Fanners  here  still  ooject  to 
tbe  American  thrashing  machine  on  the  ground  that  it  breaks  up  the 
straw  too  much.  The  Oliver  cliilled  plow,  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  is  tbe 
only  American  plow  sold  here,  and  Wood's  twine  binder  leads  all  other 
harvesters.  It  bas  been  at  great  effort  and  expense  Uiat  these  imple- 
mentfi  have  been  introduced,  since  all  new  methods  are  adopted  very 
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slowly.  By  far  the  greater  amount  of  plowing  in  the  interior  of  this 
proTince  ie  still  done  with  the  old-time  "forked  tree,"  and  the  Chrashiug 
is  done  hy  means  of  the  tramping  of  oxen,  the  thrashing  floor  being 
the  gronnd  hardened  by  heating.  More  American  plows  have  been 
sold  thi8  season  than  daring  any  preceding  year. 

Food  supplies  are  mostly  produced  in  the  country,  except  sngar, 
which  cornea  from  Germany,  and  rice,  which  is  supplied  by  India. 
American  hog  products  are  prohibited  from  entering  Torkey  by  special 
irade  of  the  Sultan,  yet  I  am  convinced  many  American  hams  find 
their  way  here  under  English  brands.  This  country  supplies  plenty 
of  beef  for  its  own  ose,  though  the  native  cattle  are  very  Hmtul,  but 
few  of  them  weighing  more  than  400  or  500  pounds.  The  batchers 
make  no  attempt  to  cut  steaks,  bnt  weigh  to  their  customers  bones  and 
all.  There  is  a  plentiful  supply  of  native  mutton  of  average  qaality. 
SaflBcient  wheat  is  raised  for  home  consumption,  and  some  years  it  is 
exported  to  the  islands  of  the  archipelago.  Wheat  bread  is  eaten  by 
the  higher  classes,  while  the  lower  classes  prefer  a  bread  made  of  rye 
flour  mixed  with  Indian  meal.  Enough  Indian  corn  is  produced  tor 
home  consumption.  It  is  never  fed  to  animals.  Barley  is  the  most 
profitable  cereal  raised  in  this  province.  It  is  of  a  very  flue  qaality  and 
JB  all  exported,  almost  the  entire  crop  going  to  Bngland.  There  is  a 
good  average  crop  of  all  cereals  this  year. 

JPruits. — The  principal  &uits  grown  in  this  section  are  figs  and  grapes 
for  exportation,  and  lemons  and  oranges  for  home  consamption.  The 
average  fig  crop  for  this  pro.vince  Is  from  60,000  to  70,000  camel  loads 
of  220  pounds  each.  Owing  to  the  unprecedented  cold  of  the  past 
winter,  the  flg  crop  is  now  estimated  at  only  40,000  loads,  or  a  two- 
tbirds  crop,  while  the  lemons  and  oranges  will  be  almost  an  entire  fail- 
are.  For  many  years  past  the  growing  of  grapes  for  raisins  has  be«n 
one  of  the  most  valuable  occupations  of  the  farming  class.  Some  six 
or  seven  years  ago  the  phylloxera  attacked  the  vineyards  nearest  the 
coast,  and  since  then  has  been  gradually  making  its  way  into  the  inte- 
rior, until  now  most  of  the  vines  have  been  destroyed  in  the  best  grape- 
producing  sections.  The  ruined  vineyards  are  being  to  some  extent 
reset  with  American  vines,  which  in  this  climate  seem  proof  against  the 
ravages  of  this  dreaded  insect.  But  it  will  be  some  years  before  this 
section  will  regain  its  old-time  prestige  as  a  raisin  producing  country. 

Stoves. — For  mauy  years  past  the  cooking  in  this  city  and  vicinity 
has  been  done  npon  a  kind  of  brick  furnace  called  a  range,  and  the 
ftael  used  for  both  cooking  and  heating  has  been  charcoal.  But  owing 
to  an  irade  of  the  Snltan  last  winter  the  further  catting  of  timber 
for  making  charcoal  was  prohibited,  and  that  commodity  at  once 
arose  to  double  the  former  price.  I  saw  that  this  was  the  opportn- 
nity  to  sell  American  petroleum  stoves,  and  at  once  notified  our 
manufacturers  through  the  Philadelphia  Jifusenms.  I  received  many 
catalogues,  for  it  seems  the  Americans  know  no  other  means  of  intro- 
dacing  their  goods  abroad.  I  took  some  of  these  catalogaes  and  visited 
the  responsible  dealers  personally,  and  finally  sacceeded  in  placing 
them  in  correspondence  with  someof  ourmanu&cturers.  The  samples 
were  very  satisfactory,  but  before  the  stoves  could  be  got  here,  some 
European  houses,  whose  agents  were  on  the  ground,  had  shipped  and 
sold  vast  quantities  of  petroleum  stoves.  All  were  miserable  make- 
shifts and  they  are  now  going  to  pieces.  I  anticipate  a  large  trade  for 
America  in  these  goods.  They  must  be  so  constnicted  as  to  barn  the 
Russian  petroleum  withoat  producing  a  smell,  since  this  petroleom  has 
a  mncb  lower  refining  standard  than  the  American  article.    The  stoves 


ABUTIC  TURKBT:    ASIA  MINOB.  1169 

received  from  America  that  give  the  beat  satisfaction  thns  far  are  the 
"Ideal"  heating  stove,  maaa&ctnred  by  A.O.  Barler  &  Co.,  of  Chicago, 
and  the  cooking  stove  made  by  the  Oleveland  Foundry  Company,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  Bat  I  am  sorry  to  say  American  stove  mannf^tiu'eTB 
have  yet  to  leam  hov  to  pack  their  wares  for  an  ocean  voyage.  It  has 
been  the  experience  of  all  dealers  here  that  when  American  stoves 
arrive  the  loss  by  breakage  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  what  it  shonld  be. 
Bioyclea, — Thongh  I  have  done  all  I  conld  to  iutrodnce  American 
bicycles,  very  few  have  thus  for  been  sold.  If  the  manafactnrers  of 
these  articles  were  as  active  in  sending  the  goods  after  they  have 
received  an  order  as  they  seem  to  be  in  supplying  the  world  with  cata- 
lognea,  they  might  sell  more  of  them.  The  American  wheel  is  veiy 
much  preferred,  owing  to  its  strength  and  lightness.  All  European 
makes  are  heavy  and  clumsy  when  compared  with  it;  bnt  the  Germans 
have  so  accustomed  the  people  to  cheap  articles  of  M  kinds  that  there 
is  no  demand  for  the  higher-grade  wheel. 

INDnSTBIEB. 

In  this  dty  of  some  300,000  inhabitants  there  are  very  few  maun- 
fitctories  of  any  kind.  I  have  never  been  able  to  ascertain  how  the 
masses  make  a  living.  There  are  two  rolling  mills  and  foundries,  a 
wire  nail  and  box  factory,  and  a  factory  for  making  spool  cotton.  The 
Government  does  not  eocoarage  manufactories,  but  seems  to  throw  as 
many  difQonlties  as  possible  in  their  way. 

BAILWATa  AND  8TBAMBHIP  LINKS. 

There  are  two  railways  connecting  Smyrna  with  the  interior.  One  of 
them,  the  Cassaba  Line,  has  connections  recently  completed  which 
extend  to  Constantinople.  The  other,  the  Ottoman  liine,  extends  to 
Dinair  and  Chivril,  some  240  miles  into  the  interior.  Both  lines  do  a 
paying  bnsiness  in  transporting  the  prodacts  of  the  conntry  to  the  sea- 
board. 

The  following  is  a  fhll  list  of  the  steamship  lines  whose  ships  either 
tench  at  or  sail  directly  from  this  port  on  regular  schedule.  The  first 
£»ar  named  are  subsidized  mail  lines:  Compagnie  Busse  de  IHavigation 
ft  Yapeor  et  de  Commerce,  Florio-Buhatino,  Lloyd  Anstriaco,  Messager- 
ies  Maritimes,  Compagnie  Anversoise,  Compagnie  Havroise  P^ninsu- 
laire,  Compagnie  Orientale  (Pantaloon),  Compagnie  Boyale  N4erlan- 
daiae,  Compagnie  Panhell^nique,  Conrdji,  Cnuard  Line,  Cuppa  Lam- 
bros,  Deutsche  Levants  Linie,  Fraissinet  et  Cie.,  A.  C.  de  Freitas,  H. 
Genestal  &  Delzons,  Glafcke  &  Henning,  Hadji  Daout  Farkonh,  Mah- 
sonsseh,  James  Moss  &  Sons,  Fappayanni  &  Co.,  N.  Paquet  et  Cie., 
Prinoe  Line,  Wescott  &  Lawrence,  Wilson,  Khedival  Mail. 

There  is  one  steamer  every  week  to  and  from  England. 

BBHABEB. 

The  methods  of  doing  business  here  are  very  different  From  those  in 
the  United  States.  There  are  few,  if  any,  wholesale  or  importing  hoases 
having  capital.  The  importations  are  mostly  made  through  the  trans- 
actions of  irresponsible  persons,  known  as  "■.. .^ign  merchants," 

who  visit  the  stores  and  take  orders. 

They  get  their  commission  from  the  manufacturer.  When  they  have 
made  the  sale  and  seen  that  the  goods  are  delivered,  their  responsibili^ 
ends.  They  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  colleotiDg.  If  the  buyer  doee 
0  »— VOL  1- — 74  ,  . 
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not  remit,  they  leave  the  manafactarer  to  get  his  money  either  through 
the  efforts  of  his  oonsal  or  some  attorney.  Selling  goods  on  credit  in 
the  Orient  is  a  most  hazardous  undertaking. 

The  shopkeepers  are  frequently  dishouest,  and  litigation  is  very 
expensive  and  resalts  doubtful,  owing  to  the  loose  manner  iu  which  the 
laws  ate  administered  and  the  couflict  of  authorities,  there  being  no 
less  than  sixteen  consular  courts  Independent  of  the  Turkish  judicial 
machinery.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  German  manufacturers,  who  now 
lead  all  others  in  the  s^e  of  their  wares  here,  will  iu  a  few  yearm,  after 
having  pocketed  many  losses,  either  abiindou  the  field  or  sell  only  for 
cash, 

J.  H.  Madden,  Consul. 

Smtbka,  July  19, 1898. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT. 

I  have  consDlted  a  namber  of  leading  merchants  here  in  aegard  to 
the  exports  from  and  the  imports  to  this  port,  and  am  now  able  to  give 
a  report  which  I  believe  is  not  fat  from  the  actoal  fiicts. 

There  has  been,  in  the  last  twelve  months,  a  very  considerable 
increase  in  the  imports  of  manafaotared  goods.  This  increase  is 
largely  confined  to  articles  of  German  manofactore,  bnt  maay  articles 
manafactored  in  the  Uoit«d  States  have  been  introdaced  and  are 
admitted  to  be  of  superior  quality.  There  is  a  tendency  among  the 
people  here  to  set  up  American  manufactured  goods  as  the  standard 
of  excellency  and  these  goods  meet  with  a  ready  sale.  The  chief  dif- 
ficulty in  the  way  of  very  large  consumption  of  American  goods  is  the 
cost.  The  quality  of  American  goods  being  better,  an  advance  in  price 
is  expected,  but  unfortunately  the  conditions  governing  importation 
from  America  are  such  that  the  price  is  often  disproportionate.  These 
conditions  are  chiefly  the  greater  distance  and  consequent  higher  rate 
of  freightage.  The  terms  made  by  American  manufacturers  are  also 
not  so  liberal  as  those  of  the  German,  French,  and  English.  The 
European  mannfacturers  usually  allow  from  three  to  six  and  often  nine 
mouths  for  payment,  while  it  is  the  rule  of  American  houses  to  drav 
in  full  upon  delivery  of  goods  on  board  ship.  The  necessity  of  this 
arrangement  is  apparent  in  the  case  of  American  manufacturers, 
because  very  few  are  reitreseuted  here  by  agents,  and  the  difficulties 
sorrounding  collection  are  manifold.  Enropean  mercantile  houses  have 
for  many  years  had  their  representatives  and  agents  here  who  advise 
concerning  credit.  A  further  difficulty  under  which  American  trade 
must  labor  is  the  indirect  method  of  shipment,  there  being  no  direct 
line  of  communication  between  this  port  and  any  port  of  America. 
This,  of  course,  necessitates  transshipment,  usually  at  Liverpool,  and 
the  rate  of  freight  is  about  doubled  thereby.  The  establishment  of  a 
line  of  steamers  plying  monthly  between  New  York  and  the  ports  of 
Turkey  would  undoubtedly  open  to  America  one  of  the  largest  markets 
of  the  world.  Tlie  difficulties  In  the  way  of  opening  such  a  line  are 
many,  but  the  volame  of  business  at  present  would  indicate  its  feasi- 
bility, and  the  business  thus  begun  would  quickly  double. 

There  are  many  articles  necessary  to  American  social  economy 
anknowu  here  which  need  but  to  be  seen  to  be  appreciated. 

American  cotton  goods  have  long  been  in  the  market  here,  bat  are 
bought  iu  England  of  English  agents,  thus  giving  away  a  very  consid- 
erable commission  which  should  be  kept  at  home,  and  making  the 


ASIATIC  TURKEY:  ASIA  MINOB.  1171 

nfice  to  the  oouBaiDer  so  great  as  to  materially  lesaen  their  conBomption. 
This  Ib  true  of  many  other  articles. 

The  opportauity  for  importation  of  Aniericaii  agricnltaral  implements 
and  household  famitnre  is  neglected  by  maaafactarers,  or  the  trade  is 
caiTied  on  only  to  a  limited  extent.  The  same  may  be  said  of  carriages. 
Ameiicaa  sewing  machines  and  bicycles  are  meeting  with  deserved 
snceess. 

The  repQtation  which  Amerioaus  have  of  not  properly  packing  their 
goods  for  ocean  voyages  woald  be  greatly  improved  by  direct  commu- 
nicatiou.  I  am  oonvinced  that  the  transshipment  at  Liverpool  is  largely 
reaponsible  for  the  great  amonnt  of  breakage  which  occurs. 

AaBIOULTUBX. 

Food  atuffs  are  prodaeed  in  abundance  here  except  sngar,  coffee, 
and  rice. 

Beef  is  plentiful,  but  of  very  poor  quality.  Mutton  is  abandant  and 
excellent. 

The  wheat  crop  is  nsnally  ample  for  home  consumption,  bat  when 
short,  wheat  is  imported  irom  Russia  as  flour.  Barley  of  excellent 
quality  is  raised  in  large  quantities,  and  the  entire  crop  is  exported. 
Indian  com  is  very  poor  and  not  abundant.  This  is  caused,  first,  by  the 
seed,  which  is  poorin  quality,  and,  second,  by  the  primitive  cultivation. 
After  once  being  put  in  the  gronud  com  receives  no  attention  until 
harvested. 

Frojta  are  grown  in  great  variety  and  are  of  the  finest  quality. 
Figs,  raisins,  and  grapes  are  exported. 

An  average  lig  crop  for  the  vilayet  of  Aidin  is  70,000  camel  loads  of 
20O  okes  {56(1  pounds)  each.  The  crop  of  flgs  in  1898  was  about  one- 
quarter  of  the  average,  owing  to  the  intense  cold  of  the  preceding  win- 
ter. Eighty-five  per  cent  of  all  flgs  raised  go  to  the  tlnited  states. 
The  grapes  and  raisins  have  been  greatly  reduced  by  reason  of  the 
"phylloxera."  The  American  vine  is  said  to  withstand  this  disease, 
and  ezperimeDts  are  now  being  made  with  a  view  to  introducing  it. 


Manufacturing  is  carried  on  in  Smyrua  only  to  a  very  limited  extent 
In  the  interior,  however,  carpets  and  rugs  are  made  in  large  quantities, 
and  afford  support  to  thousands  of  weavers.  These  carpets  are  made 
by  hand,  the  weaver  receiving  2  piasters  (8  cents)  per  day  in  some  cases, 
but  usually  labor  is  paid  by  the  square  pike  (709  square  inches),  the 
price  varying  according  to  the  figure.  A  good  weaver  can  seldom  make 
more  than  lU  cents  per  day. 

TBANSFOBTATION. 

There  are  two  railways  connecting  Smyrna  with  the  interior.  One 
runs  northeast  240  miles,  the  other  southeast  200  miles.  They  are 
owned  and  controlled  by  English  and  French  capital,  and  the  service 
is  good.  Freight  rates  are  one-third  higher  than  on  American  roads. 
This  is  owing  chiefly  to  the  flat  cars,  which  are  very  small  and  run  upon 
four  wheels  instead  of  two  sets  of  trucks,  as  do  American  cars,  and  to 
the  necessity  of  bringing  railroad  coal  from  England  by  ship.  The  price 
of  coal  varies  greatly,  often  being  $9  and  never  less  than  95  pw  ton. 
Anthracite  coal  is  onknowo. 


Coo^^lc 
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WAQKS. 

Laboren: 

Carpentera,  masoiiB,  andplMteten poraay .-  fO.66 

Day  laborers do U 

Domestic  servaDta: 

Hen  oooks per  month..  13.90 

Hen  waiters do S.80 

Female  coolu peryeac..  66.00 

Uaida do....  S2.80 

WasberwomeD per  d^..      .14 

Iioning  nomen do 55 

Seamstreaaea do 23 

Hechanlcs; 

Blaolumitba,  fonoders,  and  plnmbers do 88 

Fitters do....     1. 10 

Tinsmiths Ao 66 

Factory  operatiTee : 

Enfcineers per  month..  !S.80 

Foremen .....do 41.00 

Firemen do lfi.40 

Millers do..,.  13.30 

Store  employees: 

Clerks  and  saleBmen per  month..  38.40 

Booklceepers do....  35.30 

Bailway  employeoi: 

Way  inspectors p«r  month..  39.60 

Station  mastera .....do 35.20 

Clerka do....  lfl.90 

Ticket  oolleotots do 17.60 

do....  1».80 
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OOTTOMB. 

A  matter  which  ahoald  receive  the  attentioD  of  American  exporters 
is  the  import  of  cotton  goods. 

The  average  annual  imports  of  American  cotton  goods  into  this  market 
via  England  and  throngh  Knglish  firms,  who  get  a  commission  of  from 
3  to  5  per  cent,  consist  of  some  300,000  pieces,  of  a  value  of  $695,200, 
divided  as  follows: 


Qn;  drlUt 
Bloe  and  bl 


blukdrllU K.W 


AmericaDmaQafactorers  should  send  agents  directly  into  Turkey,  as 
is  done  by  maDofoctarers  of  other  Dations. 

TABIFF. 

The  rate  of  customs  duty  on  imports  is  S  per  cent  ad  valorem;  that 
on  exports  1  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

For  quay  dues  a  special  tariff  is  issued  for  each  article.  In  general, 
however,  manufactured  articles  are  charged  4  cents  a  hundredweight, 
raw  material  1  cent  aud  less  per  hundredweight,  accordiug  to  its  nature 
and  value. 

Tne  quay  dues  on  a  few  of  the  principal  imports  are  as  follows: 

Ceata. 

Alccbol peT32gAlloiu..  S 

Coal per  ton..  8 

Cotton  gooda perowt..  3} 

Iron do....  11 

Pkper do Sf 

Petroleum peroaae..     t 

Riee per  bag..  3 

Sogftr peroirt..  SJ 

Woolen  goods do 6| 

EUPDB  W.  Lane,  Consul 
Smtbsa,  January  10, 1899. 


AXBXANDKETTA. 

Id  transmitting  a  report  of  commercial  relations  for  the  year  closing 
July  1, 1  beg  to  say  that  as  statistics  are  not  obtainable  ft^m  the  cus- 
toms tiie  returns,  later  given,  of  foreign  exports  and  imports  most  be 
regarded  as  approximate,  since  tliey  are  compiled  from  information 
obtained  through  the  courtesy  of  the  various  steamship  agencies  and 
oommissiou  merchants. 

Government  currency,  banking  focilities,  and  commercial  credits  were 
dealt  with  in  a  similar  report  of  last  year,'  as  were  steamer  connections 
and  freight  rates.    These  points  remain  unchanged. 

The  price  of  wheat  vari^  in  the  past  year  [July  to  July)  from  145  mar- 
ket piasters  per  shumbul  (in  round  nombers  about  $1.60  per  bushel)  to 

>  Comtnoreial  Belations,  1896-97,  Tol.  I. 
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its  present  and  lowest  price  of  85  piasters  per  sbumbal  (aboat  99  cents 
per  bnsbel). 

The  price  is  falling  constantly.  For  a  short  time  daring  the  winter 
the  exportation  of  wheat  was  prohibited,  distarbanees  over  the  price  of 
bread  having  arisen. 

The  filling  of  the  marsh  progresfiea  favorably,  and  will  be  much  facili- 
tated by  the  nse  of  a  locomotive  which  was  especially  bailt  in  Kngland 
for  the  purpose  and  has  just  arrived.  There  can  be  uo  reasonable 
doabt  that  should  the  injnrioas  effects  of  the  marsh  be  done  away  with, 
Alexandretta,  with  its  uataral  harboT(theonlyoneon  the  Syrian  ooaat) 
will  become  a  port  of  great  importance. 

I  give  an  approximate  estimate  of  exports  and  imports,  and  a  com- 
pt^ison  with  the  totals  of  last  year: 

Af^proximatt  Mti*Ml«  of  imporU  /or  year  eitdi»g  Jiate  SO,  1898- 
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ApprofximaU  a»Hmat4  of  export*  for  year  eutttnn  June  SO,  1898. 
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COTTON  GOODS  IN  8TEIA. 

Id  reply  to  the  last  paragraph  of  Department  inBtraction  of  Angnst 
5, 1  submit  a  table  ehowiug  the  classes  of  cotton  goods  consomed  in 
this  district: 


width. 

L«^. 

Wrtgbt. 

Pric*. 

UulUdStttaa 
eqnlTalcst. 

I»UlM< 

Fordi. 

ST 

PetauU. 
a6-t 

IS 

PtatUn. 

g' 

S8-W 
84-106 

m.a 

Sfaeeliiigi: 

HOBAOB  Lee  WASHmoTON,  ConmU, 
Alexaitdbetta,  September  18, 1898. 


I  snbmit  the  following  as  my  annoal  report  ftom  this  consular  diBtrict. 
As  the  ground  has  been  thoroughly  covered  by  my  predecessors  and  in 
many  instances  no  material  change  has  occnned,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
indulging  in  a  few  digressions. 

This  consular  post  has  in  the  past  derived,  and  it  still  derlTee,  its 
chief  importance  from  the  protection  it  offers  resident  American  mis- 
sionaries and  American  toorista.  My  consular  district,  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  independent  consalate  at  Alexandretta,  embraces  the 
vilayet  of  Beirnt,  which  means  the  coast  fixim  and  including  Latakia 
to  and  including  HaiETa,  also  the  mutasarafiat  of  Lebanon  and  the 
vilayet  of  Syria,  the  latter  with  headquarters  at  Damascus. 

MI8SIONAB7  INTERESTS. 

Within  the  limits  of  this  consular  district  the  American  Presbyterian 
Mission  in  Syria  has  been  pursuing  its  noble  work  along  edncational 
and  charitable  lines  for  nearly  half  a  century.  At  the  present  time, 
according  to  a  financial  report  conrteonsly  famished  me  by  Bev.  Dr. 
H,  H.  Jessnp,  clerk  of  the  mission,  the  sum  of  $604,775  represents  the 
amoant  of  American  money  invested  in  this  district  in  connection  with 
the  missionary  work,  distributed  as  follows : 

Beimtetatiou ^10,000 

Aleih  station  in  Lebanon ■ 36,066 

Sidon  station  aud  district 73,686 

Tripoli  station 31,875 

Fakioh  atatiou  In  Lebanon 23,230 

DamaaeoB 6,000 

Latakia  station  (estimat«d) 26,000 

Total 604,775 

As  new  improvements  or  enterprises  started  in  the  year  ending  Jane 
30, 1898,  may  be  classed  the  purchase  of  three  tracts  of  land  by  the 
Syrian  Protestant  College  and  the  erection  of  a  carpenter  shop  in  con- 
nection with  the  industrial  school  at  Sidon.    Considerable  wlditionB 
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have  also  been  made  to  the  college  apparatoa,  inclndiog  a  seiamometer 
(earthqaake  measure). 

Altogether  there  are  in  this  district  in  active  operation  nearly  150 
American  achoolB,  incladiag  1  college  (with  preparatory,  collegiate,  and 
medical  departments;  20  profesaors  and  instractors,  beaded  by  Bev.  Br. 
Bliss,  average  attendance  350  Btadents);  2  boys'  boarding  schools,  5 
girla'  seminaries,  and  unmerons  day  schools. 

There  is  bat  one  parely  American  hospital  to  be  mentioned,  that  of 
Dr.  Harris,  in  Tripoli.  Dr.  Mary  P.  Eddy  does  itinerant  medical  work 
in  the  towns  and  villages  thronghont  the  Interior.  The  American  med- 
ical professors  in  the  college  are  the  physicians  of  the  German  hospital 
of  the  Knights  of  St.  John,  in  Beimt,  and  treated  daring  last  year  545 
indoor  and  11,816  polyclinic  patients. 

The  whole  nnmber  of  Americans — men,  women,  and  children — in  this 
consalar  district,  inclading  missionaries,  professors,  doctors,  and  press 
agent,  also  resident  Americans  not  connected  with  missionary  work, 
at  Haiffa,  S^ed,  and  Tiberias  (the  property  of  the  latter  consisting  of 
honses,  lands,  soap  factories,  mills  of  various  kinds,  having  an  estimated 
valne  of  (100,000,  being  omitted  from  the  above  financial  stotement),  is, 
as  nearly  as  I  can  discover,  210,  of  whom  more  than  one-third  are  men 
over  21  years  of  age.  Kearly  all  American  citizens  in  Syria  are  men  of 
high  breeding  and  splendid  training,  and  reflect  honor  npon  oar  country. 

A.HEBIOAIT   TOUBIST  TBAf  FIO. 

Handreds  of  Amerieans  have  passed  throagh  Beirat  daring  the  last 
year,  some  on  their  way  home  from  Jerusiuem  or  Damascos,  others 
bound  for  the  interior.  A  gratifying  namber  of  these  toarists  called 
at  the  coDsalate,  either  to  pay  their  respects,  or  to  ask  for  mail,  general 
news,  or  some  specific  information.  Sixty-one  tesper^s  or  traveling  per- 
mits were  issaed  daring  the  year  by  the  vilajet  upon  application  from 
this  consulate.  Special  American  tonrs  of  the  Holy  Land  and  Byria 
were  arranged  and  saccessfdlly  carried  ont  as  follows:  North  German 
Lloyd  steamship  Aller,  Beirut,  March  13, 350  passengers;  English  yacht 
Midnight  Sun,  Beirut,  March  20, 120  passengers;  North  German  Lloyd 
steamship  Augusta  Victoria,  Beirat,  May  3,  330  passengers.  Toorists 
who  visit  the  Ijevant  in  the  spring  of  the  year  generally  start  from  the 
south,  proceeding  from  Alexandria  or  Cairo  via  Port  Said,  Jafia,  Jeru- 
salem, DamascQS,  Beirut,  and  Cyprus  to  ConstantiDople  or  Athens. 
Antamn  tonrists  will  adopt  the  same  itinerary,  only  reversing  the  order 
of  things  and  opening  their  campaign  in  the  norib.  Bailroads  from 
Jaffa  to  Jerusalem  and  from  Beirut  to  Damascus  facilitate  traveling 
considerably.  Tourist  agencies,  such  as  Clark's,  Floyd's,  and  Cook's 
predict  an  exceptionally  large  influx  of  Americans  to  the  Levant  during 
October,  November,  and  December  next,  perhaps  attracted  more  or  less 
by  Uie  visit  of  the  German  Emperor. 

OOHHEBOIAL  BSLATIOKS. 

As  will  be  readily  observed  by  reference  to  the  annual  statement  of 
Imports  and  exports  issued  by  this  consulate,'  there  has  been  a  notable 
increase  in  the  commercial  dealings  between  this  port  and  the  United 
States.  But  it  is  only  a  very  faint  indication  of  what  might  be  accom- 
plished if  there  existed  a  direct  steamship  line  between  New  York  and 
the  Levant 

•  Sen  end  of  report, 

n.iizsd  by  Google 
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I  sincerely  hope  that  Mr.  Dickinaon,  the  consul-general  of  the  United 
States  at  OoQStaiitiuople,  who  is  now  endeavoring' to  enlist  the  servioeB 
of  some  steamship  company  in  this  trade  an<l  who  is  being  effectlTely 
backed  by  all  United  Sbites  consuls  in  the  Levant,  will  snccoed  in  bis 
efforts.  Only  through  the  establishment  of  regular  direct  commnnic»- 
tion  is  it  possible  to  arouse  Mediterranean  trade  with  the  United  States 
from  its  lethargy,  I  have  placed  in  the  possession  of  the  couBolate-gen- 
eml  all  obtainable  information  in  regard  to  weight  and  value  of  sach 
business  as  might  reasonably  be  counted  on  from  the  start  at  this  port 
by  a  steamship  line  as  proposed. 

The  total  imports  to  Beirut  from  all  sources  for  the  year  ending  Jnue 
30, 1898,  amounted  to  98,258,300,  as  against  |7,454,U60  for  (he  year 
1896-97  and  $6,659,400  for  1895-96.  Only  157,289  of  the  total  amount 
is  to  be  credited  to  the  United  States  ($47,540  for  the  year  1896-97  and 
$4L,050  iu  1895-96).  England  supplied  the  market  during  last  year 
with  cotton  goi>ds  to  the  amount  of  $3,041,600  {$2,650,000  In  1896-97 
and  $2,100,000  in  1895-96). 

No  American  merchant  vessel  has  been  seen  in  these  waters  for  years, 
while  during  last  year  alone  659  steamers  and  1,957  sailing  vessels 
arrived  at  this  port  Hying  British,  French,  Anstrian,  Bassiao,  ^orwa- 
gian,  Greek,  or  other  colors. 

All  United  States  consuls  in  the  Levant  are  emphatically  of  the 
opinion  that  a  lively  trade  with  America  would  spring  np  aa  a  reaaU 
of  direct  transportation  facilities.  For  my  part  J  am  deeply  impressed 
with  these  possibilities,  and  I  cherish  the  hope  that  before  long  this 
consular  district  will  be  doing  a  largely  increased  business  with  the 
United  Statea 

Beirut  is  the  chief  seaport  town  and  market  place  of  Syria  and  Pales- 
tine, and  her  commercial  fame  is  growing.  Among  the  cities  of  the 
eastern  Mediterranean  coast  Beirut  ranks  next  to  Alexandria  and 
Smyrna.  May  the  day  not  be  distant  when  the  large  and  patriotic 
American  colony  at  this  place  will  be  permitted  to  see  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  waving  from  the  mast  of  some  merchant  vessel  in  its  harbor. 

Among  the  articles  of  export  mentioned  in  the  annual  statemeutraw 
silk  does  not  appear,  although  the  bulk  of  the  Syrian  silk  product, 
some  900,000  pounds  annually,  goes  to  the  United  Statea.  It  is,  how- 
ever, first  shipped  to  Marseilles,  thence  transferred  on  cars  to  Lyons, 
and  after  being  marked  there,  finally  sent  to  the  United  States,  at  a 
much  iucreased  cost  to  American  importers  and  manufacturers.  It  is 
supposed  that  Lyons  offers  certain  guaranties  as  to  evenness  of  the 
thread  and  keeping  of  contracts.  But  closer  commercial  relations  with 
Syria,  resulting  from  direct  steamship  connections,  would,  I  beUeve, 
soon  eliminate  the  uecessity  of  going  to  France  for  a  certificate  of  the 
quality  of  the  Syrian  silk  product  and  of  the  trustworthiness  of  Syrian 
exporters. 

GBBHAN  EFF0BT8. 

Perhaps  no  country  displays  more  activity  and  energy  jnst  now  in 
attempting  to  obtain  control  of  the  Levantine  markets  than  Germany, 
and  it  is  evident  that  the  commercial  influence  of  that  country  is  grow- 
ing in  both  Syria  and  Palestine.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  perti- 
nent to  remark  that  a  new  German  monthly  magazine,  perhaps 
subsidized  by  the  Government,  saw  the  light  of  day  on  Hay  Ilast 
under  the  name  of  Der  Orient.    Half  of  it  is  printed  in  Freach,  in  order 

'  On  Febraarj  16, 1899,  Conenl-GeDeml  Diofclneon  wrote  the  Department  of  Stkto 
that  lie  had  succeeded  iu  inducins;  Measrs.  Barlier  &■  Co.,  of  New  York,  to  stut » 
direct  steamabip  line  to  Tnrkey.     Sm  Advance  Sheets  No.  378  (Muoh  IT,  1899). 
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to  better  reach  the  peoples  of  the  Levant,  where  French  is  the  prevail- 
ing langaage.    I  quote  from  the  opening  article: 

Der  Orient  aime  to  etKUgthen  and  extend  the  mntDal  relations  of  Gennanr  and 
the  conntries  of  the  Lerant.  it  will  contiibnte  to  the  better  underatandinK  of 
political  and  oommercinl  conditions  Id  those  regions,  combat  nncieot  prejudiceB 
wnong  the  Orlentale,  and  ptove  to  them  that  ne  Germiins  have  no  political  axee  to 
grind  in  the  Levant,  but  simply  desire  to  be  allowed  to  appear  on  the  sta^  as 
nnselflBh  Mends  and  m  pioneers  of  Western  onlture.  D«r  Orient  will  attempt 
to  inarease  German  imports  into  the  Levant  as  well  as  the  exports  from  there  to  Ger- 
mauy,  and  il  will  Btrongly  advocate  the  solidaritjj  and  authority  of  Tnrkey  and  the 
Balkan  States,  which  is  possible  only  by  developing  the  natural  resonrcea  of  tbexe 
oonntries.  We  furthermore  ttxpectto  otter  those  who  intend  to  visit  these  wonderftii 
lands  information,  advice,  and  MsiBtimoe.     •     •     ' 

Accidentally  I  beard  of  this  new  publication,  and  I  subacrihed  for  it, 
in  order  to  get  the  benefit  of  German  strategy  in  this  particular  field. 
Der  Orient  la  a  very  creditable  magazine. 

The  following  extracbi  from  the  same,  cxpresBing  opinions,  which  I  in- 
dorse, may  beof  some  valae  to  American  mannfactnrers  and  exporters: 

On  account  of  prevailing  economic  conditions  in  Turkey,  it  is  more  than  ever  the 

Sdoe,  nottheqnality  of  goods,  which  is  of  paramount  importance.  Articles  intended 
>i  the  great  masses  mnat  aliove  all  be  cheap. 

A.  sample  honse  ahonld  be  established  in  all  the  principal  cities  of  the  I<evant,  not 
aa  a  private  audertaking,  bat  aa  a  resalt  of  nnited  efforts  on  the  part  of  boards  of 
trade.  A  trnatworthy  salesman  shonld  be  placed  in.  charge  of  each  sbop  and  the 
Stock  increased  in  proportion  to  the  reported  sales. 

In  the  Orient  it  is  especially  gratifying  to  the  bnyer  to  he  permitted  to  examine  the 
gooils  in  natura. 

Commercial  travelers  sent  into  the  Levant  mast  be  familiar  not  only  with  the 
French  langaage,  but  also  with  the  customs  and  traditions  aud  prejndlces  of  the 
people,  as  well  as  the  needa  and  wants  of  the  markets. 
If  oar  consnlatee  oould  be  furnished  with  commercial  attachi^a,  whose  bnsineae  it 


'e  of  little  value. 
BYBIAN  SanOBAIION. 

Under  strict  orders  from  Constantinople,  Syrian  emigration  is  prohib- 
ited. Nevertheless,  some  200  or  300  Feltabiua  from  the  Lebanon  moon- 
tains  leave  this  port  every  week  for  America  mostly  by  French 'steamers. 
I  have  paid  some  attention  to  this  traffic,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
in  this  instance  the  United  States  is  being  to  a  certain  extent  victimized. 
To  be  sure,  the  emigrants  after  reaching  Marseilles  or  Havre  are  sab- 
'  jected  to  an  examination  before  they  are  allowed  to  depart  for  America, 
but  I  am  reliably  informed  that  this  examination  is  by  no  means  rigid, 
and  thua  a  very  difiicnlt  task  is  given  onr  inspectors  in  TSew  York.  The 
Syrians,  who  generally  travel  in  hocks  and  aa  a  rule  manage  to  have  a 
capitalist  or  two  in  each  party,  make  a  practice  of  dividing  ap  their  ready 
money  so  aa  to  be  able  to  prove  that  they  are  not  indigent,  this  arrange- 
mentof  course  being  only  a  temporary  one.  Others  go  to  Brazil  and 
from  there  gradually  find  their  way  into  the  United  States. 

It  would  be  far  better  fortheTorkish  Government,  realizing  that  its 
orders  prohibiting  this  emigration  can  not  be  enforced,  to  exact  a  tax 
per  head,  for  instance,  and  allow  emigrants  to  depart  freely.  If  the 
present  orders  were  rescinded  and  direct  steamers  started,  most  of  this 
emigration  could  he  controlled  through  this  conaulate,  where  the  emi- 
grants are  better  known  individually  and  as  a  class,  and  where,  if 
necessary,  proof  of  their  representations  coald  be  more  easily  secured. 

As  it  is,  onr  emigration  laws  do  not  seem  to  operate  quite  satisfactorily. 
If  the  examinations  required  were  conducted  primarily  by  the  consol, 
in  conjunction  with  a  physician  designated  by  him  instead  of  by  the 
steamship  company,  better  results  might  be  obtained. 
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Syrian  emigration  to  America  is  only  of  recant  date,  bi  1878  tbe 
first  Syrian  to  emigrate  to  America  vith  liis  &mily,  Joseph  Avad 
Arbeely,  left  these  shores.  It  took  several  years  before  tbe  moTement 
becajne  general.  I^Tow  the  nnmber  of  Syrians  in  the  United  States  is 
estimated  at  30,000.  Most  of  them  become  American  citizens  and 
remain  in  the  land  of  their  adoption,  although  paying  occasional  visnta 
to  their  old  home.  Having  emigrated  in  spite  of  prohiMtory  Turkish 
orders,  they  are  not  folly  recognized  as  American  cidzens  by  the  Snltui, 
and  Turkish  consnls  in  Ifew  York,  MarseUles,  and  no  donbt  elsewhere 
fi«qnently  refase  to  vis6  their  American  passports.  Betoming  here, 
even  if  only  for  a  short  stay,  these  natorabzed  Americans  are  impor- 
tuned and  harassed  in  various  ways,  and  are  eompelled  time  and  again 
to  appeal  to  their  consul.  Some  of  tJiem,  being  aware  of  the  difficol- 
ties  ahead  of  them,  manage  to  obtain  a  Turkish  passport,  most  fre- 
quently, I  believe,  in  Alexandria,  and  land  here  with  a  Turkish  passport 
in  their  hand  and  an  American  passport  in  their  pocket.  From  this  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  present  arrangement  offers  a  premium  on  fraod 
and  repudiation. 

OENXBAL  BE1UBK8. 

Generally  speaking,  tbe  year  just  closed  has  been  a  favorable  one  for 
Syria,  and  its  people  are  enjoying  as  much  prosperity  as  can  be  expected. 
I  do  not  look  for  any  sadden  or  radical  change  in  their  fortunes;  bot 
foreign  inflaences  constantly  at  work  will  gr^ually  improve  their  eco- 
nomic condition  and  their  tastes,  and  in  time  develop  a  better  market 
for  Americau  and  European  goods. 

As  it  is,  cotton  goods  constitute,  as  far  as  this  consular  district  is 
concerned,  the  chi^  article  of  import.  This  trade  is  now  monopolized 
by  England,  but  it  is  probable  that  with  direct  steamship  oonnectionB 
the  American  product  could  compete  auccessfhlly  with  that  of  the  Man- 
chester mills.  Until  these  transportation  facilities  are  acquired  little 
progress  can  be  made.  I  have  reason  to  think,  however,  that  American 
tools  would  find  a  market  even  now. 

Prestige  goes  a  long  distance  in  tbe  Orient  toward  gaining  trade,  and 
the  snccessfol  conclusion  of  the  war  will  give  oar  country  a  standing 
never  before  attained  in  the  eyes  of  these  people.  This  advantage 
should  he  followed  up,  and  as  many  agencies  as  can  be  convenienUy 
directed  and  controlled  should  be  drawn  into  service. 

But,  I  repeat,  withont  direct  transportation  facilities  we  are  nearly 
helpless.  We  may  succeed  in  the  near  ftature  in  engaging  the  services 
of  some  English  or  Dntch  steamship  line,  but  this  is  not  intended  to 
imply  that  we  shall  be  less  eager  and  earnest  in  our  wishes  for  Qie 
restoration  of  the  American  merchant  marine. 

G.  Bm  Bathdat,  ConatO. 

BBIEDT,  Juls  30,  1898. 


8UPPLEMENTAHT  EEPOET.' 

Syria  daring  tbe  last  year  has  been  favored  by  Providence  in  varioas 
ways.  !No  serious  distorbances  have  occurred,  and  the  life  and  prop- 
erly of  the  people  have  enjoyed  comparative  safety.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  a  period  of  nnosaally  inclement  weather  last  winter,  which 
destroyed  many  flocks  of  sheep  in  the  Hauran  district,  no  special 


'  In  replf  to  oircnlar  of  Angnst  B. 

ri-nodi,Go(5glc 
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calamity  has  be&llen  its  iudastries.  Crops  and  prices  have  been  fair, 
and  the  tonrlBt  truffle  perhaps  never  before  reached  the  proportioDS  of 
last  year, 

Throngh  missioDaiy  societies,  letnming  emigrants,  and  commercial 
agencies  knowledge  is  being  constantly  disseminated  concerning 
modem  conditions  of  life,  and  the  native  standard  of  taste  is  changing. 
Veteran  missionaries  well  remember  the  time  when  there  were  not 
more  than  six  glass  windows  in  the  city  of  Beimt,  and  when  in  the  vil- 
lage booses  there  was  no  fnmitare  worthy  of  the  name.  To  day  one 
sees  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  oar  modern  civilization  every- 
whera  In  Beimt,  according  to  Prof.  Samael  Ives  CnrtisB,  D.  D,,  there 
was,  forty -two  years  ago,  one  little  day  school  for  girls  and  another  for 
boys,  also  a  few  Mohammediin  schools  in  the  mosques  for  teaching  the 
boys  the  Koran.  Now  there  are  not  less  than  lfi,000  children  in  schools, 
oat  of  a  popnlatioa  of  something  over  100,000.  Mohammedans  are 
sendiBg  not  only  their  boys  bnt  many  of  their  girls  to  school,  thns 
changinK  their  castoms  and  ideas.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the 
American  mission  in  Syria,  with  its  college,  has  contribnted  largely  to 
this  transformation. 

While  it  is  trne  that  this  yielding  to  modem  impulses  creates  a  grow- 
ing demand  for  American  and  European  products,  it  is  also  true  that 
people  here  are  generally  poor,  and  that  the  Government  concerns  itself 
very  little  about  improving  their  lot. 

The  extent  of  the  progressive  movement  above  indicated  may,  per- 
haps, be  measured  by  the  increase,  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1898,  in  the  value  of  the  imports  to  Beimt  of  8804,240,  During  the 
same  period  the  value  of  theexports  &om  Beirut  increased  by  1135,400. 
The  imports  last  year  to  Tripoli,  a  neighboring  city,  amounted  to 
94,850,000.  an  increase  over  those  of  1896-97  of  13^  per  cent,  and  over 
those  of  eight  years  ago  of  49  per  cent. 

Tables  herewith  inclosed  will  more  fully  show  the  movement  of  trade 
in  Beirut. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  local  trade  with  the  United  States  is  grow- 
ing, bnt  that  outside  of  sewing  machines  the  imports  from  America  do 
not  amount  to  a  great  deal.  This  is  not  at  all  due  to  a  lack  of  appre- 
ciation of  the  greater  excellence  of  various  lines  of  American  goods, 
but  to  their  higher  price,  which  is  a  result  princip^ly  of  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation swelled  by  transshipment  expenses.  With  direct  steamship 
faciUties  many  lines  of  American  prodncts  of  field  and  factory  would 
find  ready  sale  in  Syria  and  Palestine,  especially  hardware,  hand  tools, 
pnmps,  corn  shellers,  fanning  mills,  cotton  prints  and  drillings,  canned 
provisions,  furniture,  watches  and  clocks,  leather  and  saddlery,  drags 
and  paints,  keroeene,  and  dear. 

In  support  of  this  opinion  I  beg  to  submit  some  extracts  of  letters 
from  represeDtative  Americans  residing  in  different  localities  within 
the  limits  of  my  consular  district,  as  foUows : 

'  *  *  More  <lireot  oonununioation  between  the  Levant  and  the  Untted  Statee 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  of  far-reaching  beneiit.  Suoh  a  line  would  tend  to  open  a 
market  for  loaD;  American  mannfactures  and  prodacts  which  are  now  kept  out, 
ohietif  on  accouDt  of  the  high  freisht  rates  conseqaentonacircnitoDB  route.  Hard- 
ware, tools,  and  food  products  could  etuil;  compete  with  those  of  Europe  if  freight 
rates  were  not  Bo  high.  Is  out  own  line  we  find  that  we  could  bring  moat  of  our 
printing  paper  from  America  at  a  price  even  below  that  obtainable  in  Kurope  if  the 
freight  rates  were  more  favorable.  I  trust  everything  poasible  may  he  done  toward 
eBtablishiug  more  direct  commnnlcation.  This  American  mission  receive*,  on  an 
average,  about  100  caaes  per  year  (75  tons)  from  New  York  of  miBoeUaneous  goods. 

B.  G.  Frrtbr, 
Manager  Ameriean  Fr«t$,  iMntt. 
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*  *  *  It  Beenu  to  me  th»t  &  market  might  be  eventDally  fitond  In  8yri«  for 
some  or  all  of  the  foUowhiK  (AmerioBD)  articlee,  proTidioK  freight  rfttes  were  loir 
euongh;  Flour andpreparea  cereals. preserved meftte  (now  imported  ta aoma  extent 
from  America  via  EnglaDdj,  and  ottier  canoed  goods,  lumber  and  fiimitDre,  saTes, 
tools,  aDd  certain  other  articles  of  hardware.  A  great  difflcnlty  arises  in  thennwill- 
iDgnesa  to  pav  good  prioea  for  good  articles,  cheapDees  being  the  greatest  factor  in 
tJie  loual  market. 

ROBBBT  H.  Wbst, 
rroftatOT,  Syriim  ProlMtaKt  Collage. 


*    *    *    Perhaps  (American)  ootton  prints  and  drillings  would  gradoally  oTeat« 
a  demand  if  the  price  were  nnt  down  to  Manchester  rates.     Machinery  to  a  limited 
extent,  snch  as  sewing  and  knitting  machines  of  American  make,  can  ha  sold  here. 
Rev.  O.  J.  Habdin, 
Tug-el-Qharb,  Mount 


*  *  *  As  to  what  kind  of  Amerioan  merohandiae  might,  under  more  favorable 
traneportation  oandltiona,  find  a,  good  market  in  Syria,  I  will  give  yon  the  resalte  of 
my  experience  and  obserration: 

1.  Iron  windmills  for  pumping  water,  to  replace  the  old  tnmstilB  arrangement 'with 
WBstefnl  backet,  etc. 

3.  Clean  lumber,  especially  pine  flooring ;  bnt  most  important  of  all,  and  perhaps 
the  beat  fot  shipment,  are  certain  kinds  of  haidwaie,  and  I  give  yon  t^e  reenlta  of 
some  special  Inqniry.  It  will  not  do  to  send  oat  lots  of  general  hardware;  it  most 
be  picked  and  packed  foi  the  trade  here. 

3.  Hardware:  Oalvanizedoarpettacka—nonein Syria;  dOQble-point«d tanks — none 
in  Syria;  gimlet-pointed  screws — all  European  makes  are  without  the  "gimlet," 
nnlcaa  changed  recently;  files,  especially  three-cornered  saw  files  (I  have  brought  out 

S ■oases  of  tneae  for  fnenda) ;  handsaws  of  all  sixea  and  shapes ;  good  angers  (the 
iiropean  augers  are  very  poor);  braoes;  bits  of  all  Hi^es:  American  axes  and 
hatchets  (where  handles  are  not  sent  let  makers  pnt  in  a  f^ll-slze  paper  pattern  with 
each  ax) ;  carpenters' hammers  (my  American  hammers  have  been  oopieda  dozen  times 
by  maohtniats  hero) ;  pickaxes,  with  paper-pattern  for  handles ;  cat  nails,  as  against 
wire  nails;  strap  h ingest-none  in  Syria;  butt  binges—none  in  Sjria;  door  locks, 
closet  locks;  doorknobs,  earthen  and  wooden;  copper  rivets,  alt  sizes — none  in  Syria; 
copper  wire:  crosscat  saws;  wedges  for  splitting — none  in  Syria;  pooketkniTce, 
ring  and  chain  attachment;  soissors,  with  four  finger  Rtip;  raxors;  pressed  tinware, 
basiuH,  etc.,  that  wilt  slip  inside  each  other  and  pack  well;  galvanized  iron  water 
kettles;  drawer  pulls,  plain  and  fancy;  haodmlllsforgriiidingaom,breakingwheat, 
etc ;  cheap  wooden  chairs. 

I  do  not  see  much  room  yet  for  stfricoltaral  implements;  they  involve  great 
changes.  Syrian  animals  can  not  ^nll  American  plows.  Fields,  as  a  rale,  nra  too 
small  for  leapeiB.  Thrashing  machines  woold  spoil  tibu  for  cattle  food.  Changes 
will  come  in  time. 

An  Aiuerican  agent  here  conld  take  native  tools,  improve  them  in  shape,  and  make 
them  cheaper  ana  better. 

Where  hardware  must  fit  into  other  work,  for  example  mortise  looks,  it  ought  to 
be  by  centimeter  meaeure. 

Rev.  F.  E.  HOBKINS,  Zahlek. 


should  call  at  the  port  of  Sidon  they  will  pick  up  a  very 

. . ■'"--'-■"ironghehipments  to  the  United  States, 

lonnfaotuiee  if  direct  oommnuicalious 

Gxo.  A.  Ford,  D.  D.,  Sidtm,  ^iHa. 


*  *  *  After  consultation  with  native  merchants  and  independent  study  of  the 
markets,  I  find  a  demand  for  the  following  articles  of  United  States  manufacture : 
Paints,  pumps,  agricultural  machinery,  sewinv  machines,  cntiery,  nails  and  all 
kinds  of  hardware,  rubber  goods,  ootton  clotn  and  calico,  watehes  and  olooks, 
canned  provieione,  dmgs,  confectionery,  stationery,  Airnitnre,  and  possibly  flom 
and  lumber. 

Dr.  Ira.  Hakbis,  IHpoU,  SyHa. 
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*  '  *  The  imports  at  present  consist  of  diy  ki>»^  of  ^^l  vaiietiea,  botb  cotton 
and  woolen,  American  sewiug  machines,  drags,  dyeslnffs,  pointB,  leather,  etc.  Ameri- 
can tools  for  nse  in  the  trades  onghttolindareadjealeif  mtrodnoed,  also  petroleum. 
Canned  goods  wonld  have  u  limited  sale.  Iran  nails  aad  hardware  of  all  aoits  would 
bein  demand  if  put  on  the  market.    Qranite  ware  i»  being  introduced. 

Jahe§  M.  Balph,  D.  D.,  Latakia,  Syria, 

la  this  connection  I  beg  to  snbmit  inclosed  reports  from  oar  consalar 
agentB  at  Haifa  and  Damascus. 

No  complaint  has  been  beard  in  this  market  against  any  particalar 
deficiency  in  American  methods  of  packing  goods.  The  chief  obstacleB 
in  the  way  of  our  products  are  their  greater  cost,  as  above  explained, 
and  the  more  liberal  terms,  such  as  long  credits  allowed  Syrian  cus- 
tomers by  European  houses.  Oermany  seems  to  be  Id  great  favor  at 
present  with  Turkish  importers  and  porchasing  agencies,  bat  there  are 
anmiatakable  sigus  of  an  impendiag  collapse  of  this  boom.  The  inferi- 
ority of  the  cheap  imitation  goods  with  which  German  exporters  flood 
these  markets  is  too  apparent. 

Cotton  goods  were  imported  to  Beimt  during  the  last  flscal  year  to  the 
amount  of  about  $4,000,000,  of  which  $3,041,500  went  to  England.  They 
form  the  principal  article  of  import  all  through  the  Levant,  and  the 
question  whether  or  not  the  United  States  can  succeBsfuIly  compete  in 
this  trade  is  an  important  oue.  At  present  no  American  cotton  manu- 
facture reaches  this  market,  except  60  to  70  bales  annually  of  heavy 
duck  or  canvas  called  "American  file,"  used  for  sails  and  shoe  cloth. 
The  bulk  of  the  cotton  textiles  consumed  in  tbia  market  falls  under  the 
head  of  Manchester  goods,  of  which  the  varieties  offered  are  without 
nnmber,  there  being  sold  in  the  way  of  prints  alone  hundreds  of  differ- 
ent qualities,  colors,  and  designs. 

The  leading  cotton  fabrics  in  the  local  market  are  aableached  calico, 
bleached  calico,  and  printed  calico,  all  from  Manchester,  England,  as 
follows : 


TiiUlBiuiDie, 

L«ijth. 

Width. 

W^Kht. 

Prl«. 

ValneinUDlWd 
StitM  cairenoy. 

TOlDth: 

Fond. 

Inehtt. 
w-to 

SyHrdn 
OT-aa 

7-12 

l-ioMtn. 
bW   to  120 

•^?s? 

aPerpoand.  iPer  piece.  •tPeryard. 

The  market  piaster  has  an  average  valae  of  3.534  cents. 

Most  of  the  muBlins,  scarfb,  sashes,  handkerchiefs,  towels,  napkins, 
belts,  stockings,  head  coverings,  and  clothes  of  different  sizes  for  the 
peasants  are  imported  from  Oermany,  Switzerland,  and  Austria.  Every 
merchant  with  whom  I  have  conversed  about  the  introduction  of  Ameri- 
can cotton  textiles  has  invariably  pointed  oat  the  necessity  of  sending 
salesmen  or  commercial  travelers  here  to  show  them  the  goods.  The 
Manchester  fabrics  as  sold  here  are  manafactared  with  an  eye  to  the 
Syrian  weakness  for  cheap  and  show;  things.  As  matters  stand,  I  see 
little  encouragement  for  American  enterprise  in  this  field.  The  West 
Indies,  South  America,  China,  and  Japan  no  doubt  offer  better  oppor- 
tunities for  profits  to  our  manufacturers  of  cotton  textiles.  But  with 
direct  steamship  connections,  this  market  would  have  strong  claims  npon 
American  attention. 

G.  Bib  Uathdal,  OotuvJ. 

BbiBUT,  October  10, 1898. 
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EEPOBT  FEOM  HAIFA. 

There  vas  little  chang^e  ia  the  trade  Bitnation  antil  the  end  of  June 
last,  but  since  then  a  revival  ia  observable,  manifesting  itself  in  the 
increased  imports  of  hardware,  dry  goods,  and  machinery,  and  in  the 
export  of  grain. 

If  direct  steamship  facilities  conld  be  secnred  with  the  United  States, 
a  notable  increase  in  the  commercial  dealings  would  doubtless  take 
place.  Although  Haifa  and  Acca  are  small  towus  of  12,000  to  15,000 
inhabitants,  there  is  a  notable  demand  for  American  l^ef  (canned), 
dried  apples,  lard,  agricultural  machinery,  and  especially  for  hardware 
and  dry  goods;  also  for  American  saddlery  ware;  but  with  few  excep- 
tions all  the  articles  are  imported  throagh  Germany  and  France,  and 
the  freight  dues  tbue  amount  to  one-third  of  the  market  price  of  the 
imported  article,  making  it  nearly  impossible  for  a  merchant  to  compete 
with  other  products.  The  superiority  of  manufactures  of  the  United 
States  is  a  well-known  and  admitted  fact  in  my  consular  district,  and 
import  firms  are  ready  to  take  American  products  as  soon  as  the 
freight  rates  are  reduced. 

'Hie  kinds  of  American  goods  sold  in  Haifa  by  the  American  firms 
Struve  &  Beck,  Kraiss  &  Son,  and  the  large  Glerman  firm  A.  Diick  & 
Co.  are  hardware  (hoes,  shovels,  forks,  hatohets,  hammers,  carpenters 
tools,  and  meat-cutting  machines),  canned  goods  (apples,  beef),  crack- 
ers, lard,  saddlery  ware,  saddles,  harness,  bridles,  Btirrups,  aud  tools 
and  oatfits,  canvas,  oilcloth,  dry  goods,  linen,  "  factory  "  shirting,  etc. 
Gottlieb  Schubiaohbb, 

Oonaular  Agent. 

Haipa,  August  17,  189S. 
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EEPOBT  FROU  DAMASCUS. 

I  have  attempted  by  varions  means  to  obtain  fi'om  tbe  railvay  com- 
pany a  statement  showing  the  exports  Irom  Damascus  for  the  year 
ended  Jane  30,  but  have  hitherto  been  ansacceseful,  as  there  exists  a 
strict  prohibition  againnt  giving  statistical  information. 

I  have,  however,  been  informe^I  by  some  merchants  that  the  approxi- 
mate estimate  of  exports  daring  that  period  was  a  little  overt2,000,000, 
consisting  principally  of  silk  and  cotton  fabrics,  wool,  braes,  and  inlaid 
work,  skins,  gnts,  ropes,  apricots,  kernels,  raisins,  floar,  and  grain.  Of 
these  articles  $118,188  worth  were  to  New  York,  as  follows: 

SlbaleBof  oriental  goods $40,434 

1,569  bal«a  of  wool,  weighing  2,&S3t  tons 77,754 

Tolftl 118,188 

This  amoant  exceeded  tbe  preceding  year  by  $8,000.  Other  exports 
were  shipped  to  England,  France,  Oermaoy,  Italy,  Anstria,  etc. 

The  total  value  of  imports  was  over  $3,000,000,  consisting  principally 
of  cotton  yarns,  cotton  prints,  woolens,  silk  and  cotton  fabrics,  indigo, 
sugar,  rice,  copper,  brass,  leather,  hardware,  drugs,  earthenware,  and 
glassware  from  the  countries  above  mentioned,  and  petroleum  from 
Russia. 

Direct  steamship  facilities  will  increase  commercial  relataous  between 
this  c-onntry  and  the  United  States. 

Agricultural  implements  of  moderate  prices,  for  plowing,  reaping, 
etc.,  will  be  saleable  iu  this  province  if  manaflacturers  are  represeDt«d 
by  a  person  with  samples  who  can  explain  their  operation  and 
advantages. 

BasinesB  is  generally  stagnant,  owing  chiefly  to  the  lack  of  rain  and 
the  severe  cold  during  last  winter,  which  destroyed  a  considerable 
number  of  cattle  and  fii-uit  trees  and  occasioned  a  great  deficiency  in 
cereals. 

Kasif  Meshaea, 

Oontular  Agent 

Damascus,  August  S7,  1898. 

TBADE  WITH  UNITED  STATES. 


Anicl>. 

Im,»rl,. 

E.p«l*. 

Value. 

Amount.       Vilue. 

^r±E 

::::::::::m.: 

1 

jJnMB7,« 

PALESTINE. 

Tbe  amonnt  of  exports  and  imports  for  this  consular  district  do  not 
vary  greatly  from  year  to  year.  Every  year,  however,  when  the  condi- 
tions are  normal — that  is,  when  there  is  no  cholera,  quarantine,  or  war — 
shows  a  fair  increase  over  the  preceding  year.  The  introdnction  of 
American  goods  likewise  increases  yearly,  bat  the  exactamoont  or  per 
cent  of  increase  it  is  impossible  to  toll.  ,  ~  i 
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In  the  absence  of  tabnlated  statiatics,  whicb  the  Turkish  anthoritiee 
have  not  yet  seen  fit  to  ftimish  as,  I  will  mention  a  fyw  matters  which 
seem  to  me  to  concern  AmericaD  trade  and  commerce,  and  also  some  of 
general  interest. 

A  G«ni)an  merchant  here  imports  American  tools,  bnt  bays  them  in 
Hamburg,  whence  they  are  reshipped  to  Yafo  (Jafi^).  At  present  the 
amount  is  limited,  bat  he  assures  me  that  they  are  ravorably  receired 
and  that  there  is  an  increasing  demand  for  them.  He  mentions  espe- 
cially machinists',  carpenters',  and  blacksmiths'  tools.  He  t^so  imports 
some  carriage  wheels  ready  made. 

This  leads  ine  to  remark  upon  a  branch  of  business  which  ought  to 
be  in  American  bands — namely,  carriages  and  carriage  supplies.  Ten 
years  ago  there  were  very  few  carriages  in  Jerusalem,  but  now  that  the 
Yafa  road  is  in  good  condition  and  the  road  to  Jericho,  the  Dead  Sea, 
and  the  Jordan  is  opened  up — also  that  to  Bethlehem  and  Hebron — there 
are  scores  of  carriages,  and  the  number  is  constantly  increasing.  A 
carriage  road  has  recently  been  constructed  from  Jerusalem  to  the  top 
of  the  Mount  of  Olives  (for  the  German  Emperor,  it  is  said),  and  in  a 
few  years  one  will  be  built  between  Jerusalem  and  Nabloos;  hence  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  demand  for  carriages  will  increase.  The 
carriages  should  be  made  in  the  United  States — at  least,  the  wheels  and 
ranning  parts,  and  shipped  in  that  form.  Some  good  workmen  sboald 
be  sent  here  to  establish  repair  shops,  since  all  work  of  that  kind  is  done 
in  a  rude  manner  by  natives. 

Ko  one  can  say  that  direct  commanication  with  New  York  by  steam 
would  at  drst  be  a  payinginyestment,  bat  it  would  be  welcomed  by  the 
merchants  of  this  country,  and  the  representatives  of  the  United  States 
in  this  part  of  the  world  see  reasons  convincing  them  that  the  oatcome 
of  such  an  undertaking  would  in  time  be  highly  satisfactory. 

Only  a  few  years  ago  there  was  no  direct  communication  by  steam 
between  the  United  States  and  Egypt,  bnt  the  fTorth  German  Lloyd 
Company  made  the  experiment,  and  now  the  steamers  between  New 
York  and  Alexandria  are,  during  the  season  of  travel,  frequently 
crowded  with  passengers.  The  success  of  the  enterprise  showed  that 
a  certain  field  had  previoosly  been  unoccopied  which  was  ready  to 
reward  anyone  who  should  venture  to  work  it. 

Onr  vice-consul  here,  who  was  born  in  New  England  but  has  lived 
nearly  all  his  life  in  this  country,  ia  of  the  opinion  that  if  a  purely 
American  store  were  established  in  Jerusalem  it  would  very  soon 
create  a  consideriible  demand  for  American  goods.  He  believes  that 
such  a  store  would  be  a  profitable  investment.  It  should  be  stocked 
with  a  variety  of  goods,  and  reference  always  had  to  the  actual  and 
possible  needs  of  the  people.  Jemsalem  should  have  a  central  store 
and  depot,  while  branch  stores  shonld  be  established  in  the  principal 
cities  and  towns  of  the  province,  sacb  as  Yafa,  Gaza,  Hebron,  Bethle- 
hem, Ifablous,  and  Sidt,  which  is  eckst  of  the  Jordan.  The  nature  of 
trade,  certainly  in  the  branch  stores,  would  for  some  years  be  chiefly  a 
barter  trade.  Although  large  fortunes  and  wealthy  firms  have  in  the 
past  been  built  up  in  this  way,  I  feel  at  the  same  time  that  this  method 
of  creating  business  is  distasteful  to  great  numbers  of  modem  American 
merchants.  My  reason  for  this  statement  is  this:  Oar  mannfacturers 
and  merchants  have  from  time  to  time  addressed  this  consulate  relative 
to  the  possible  introduction  here  of  their  specific  line  of  goods,  and  I 
have  taken  pains  to  inquire  and  make  reports  and  suggestions  as  &r 
as  was  in  my  power.  The  replies  have  been  in  the  curt  form,  in  some 
instances  without  any  expression  of  gratitude,  "We  want  only  cash 
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OTders.''  My  efiforts  were  fliitilej  anditse^DS  tometlLatl  have  reason 
fbr  ^Ting  expression  to  the  criticism  that  "fine  clothes,  a  Una  office, 
fine  cigars,  and  cash  orders"  illnstrate  a  prevalent  style  of  doing  busi- 
ness with  too  many  American  firms.  The  markets  of  Syria  can  never 
be  opened  or  made  available  by  basiness  men  of  that  class,  bnt  the  men 
who  are  willing  to  do  a  little  mercantile  grabbing  and  pioneering  here 
will  after  a  time  largely  control  the  trade  of  this  part  of  the  world! 

Sacb  canned  goods  as  corned  beef,  ham,  tongue,  salmon,  lobsters,  oys- 
ters, mUk,  sweet  com,  lard,  berries,  and  snch  other  £raitB  as  do  not  grow 
in  Palestine;  also  famiture  in  pieces  to  be  put  together  here,  window 
frames,  blinds,  doors,  etc.,  onght  to  be  sent  here  from  the  United  States. 
This  is,  of  coarse,  only  a  partial  list.  Personal  testimony  is  to  the 
efiect  that  English-prepared  ham,  tongne,  frnits,  and  some  other  goods 
that  come  in  cans  are  not  so  good  as  similar  articles  that  are  prepared 
in  America.  So  mnch  frnit  is  preserved  in  this  country  for  winter  nse 
that  the  introduction  of  American  glass  jars  would  be  a  blessing.  As 
soon  as  the  people  become  accustomed  to  them,  there  wonld  no  doubt 
be  a  large  demand.  Fifty  to  sixty  thousand  bottles  of  beer  are 
Imported  into  Jerusalem  every  year,  and  a  large  part  of  this  trade 
might  be  in  American  hands. 

One  merchant  ventored  to  import  a  small  invoice  of  American-made 
ladies'  shoes;  they  were  taken  at  once,  and  there  is  a  call  for  more. 
English  ladies  who  tried  them  were  highly  pleased  with  them. 

In  every  case  when  I  introduce  the  sobject  of  American  goods  to  the 
merchants  of  this  city  it  is  ailmitted  that  in  general  they  are  superior 
to  those  of  the  same  kinds  ttom  other  coaotries,  and  the  merchants  say 
they  wonld  like  to  keep  them  for  sale;  bnt  the  expense  of  getting  them 
to  Jerusalem  is  the  great  barrier.  The  consul  is  not  the  person  to 
remove  this  barrier;  this  should  be  done  by  action  taken  in  the  United 
States.  Occasional  visits  to  this  coast  of  American  steamers,  and  a 
central  store  with  branches,  as  suggested,  seems  to  be  one  way  ot 
securing  to  the  United  States  its  share  of  the  trade  of  this  country. 

HO  "BBaLISH  BTOEB." 

Most  of  the  canned  or  "tinned"  goods  used  here  are  made  in  Eng- 
land, and  a  considerable  quantity  of  cloth  and  other  articles  are  irom 
the  same  scarce;  still  there  is  no  "English  store"  in  Jerusalem.  An 
ezceptiou  should  be  made  of  one  dry-goods  store,  where,  although  most 
of  the  goods  are  bought  in  England,  many  of  them  are  marked  "made 
in  Germany,"  so  that  the  experiment  of  a  wholly  Euglish  store  can  not 
'  yet  be  said  to  have  been  thoroughly  tried.  It  seems  as  though  there 
might  be  one  since  steamers  engaged  in  the  orange  trade  come  direct 
jtom  Liverpool  or  London  twice  a  month  &om  November  till  March, 
and  throughout  the  year  the  Prince  Line  sends  occasional  steamers 
to  Alricau  and  Syrian  ports,  so  that  the  facilities  for  shipping  Enghsh 
goods  to  JaMa  are  good.  Jaffa,  it  is  well  known,  is  the  seaport  of  Jem- 
salem. 


The  engines  on  the  railroad  between  Jernsalem  and  Jaffa  bum  coal, 
and  besides  the  amount  thus  consumed  about  3,000  tons  are  imported 
every  year  for  consumption  in  other  ways.  One  of  the  largest  fiour 
mills  in  Jernsalem  bums  only  wood,  because  thus  far,  the  owner  claims, 
it  has  been  found  cheaper  to  do  so.  Another  large  mill  burns  coal  only. 
Were  coal  as  fuel  cheaper  than  wood,  one  wonld  sappose  that  toe 
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hotels  Toald  employ  it,  bat  they  continne  to  bom  vood.  It  is  ased  in 
the  liitcheQ  chiefly,  sioce  guests  require  their  rooms  warmed  only  occa- 
sionally during  the  rainy  season,  A  few  private  fomlles  experimented 
with  coal,  bnt  it  was  dirty  to  handle,  and  another  objection  was  its 
unpleasant  odor,  consequently  wood  was  reinstated  in  popular  &vor. 

C9al  is  brought  from  Belgium  in  pressed  blocks,  which  are  9  inche.-: 
long,  6  inches  wide,  and  6  inches  thick. 

Meantime  wood  is  becoming  dearer  every  year,  and  the  hills  that 
not  long  since  were  partially  covered  with  a  stnnted  growth  of  bushes 
are  now  entirely  bare,  because  the  roots  of  trees  and  shrubs  have  all 
been  dug  up  to  supply  the  market  with  fuel.  What  is  called  "  wood" 
in  Jerusalem  woold  in  America  never  be  offered  for  sale,  but  left  on  tbe 
ground  to  be  burned  or  to  rot.  Here  every  limb  and  every  root  is  carc- 
Ailly  saved  and  brought  into  the  city  on  the  heads  of  women  or  on  the 
backs  of  donkeys  or  camels,  and  finds  a  ready  sf^e  at  abont  tlJO  for 
600  pounds  (a  cantar),  stones,  sap,  and  dirt  being  included  in  tbe  weight 
of  the  wood.  In  the  nature  of  the  case,  tbe  supply  of  fuel  trom  the 
present  source  can  not  go  on  indefinitely. 

The  Grand  Sev  Hotel,  the  largest  in  the  city,  consumes  about  250,000 
iwunds  annaaJly.  A  small  Qerman  family  requires  about  12,000  pounds, 
a  larger  family  will  require  18,000  pounds,  and  some  as  much  as  24,000 
pounds.  One  small  German  bakery  uses  about  30,000  pounds  annually, 
besides  a  certain  amount  of  coal.  Well-todo  English  families,  being 
not  quite  so  rigid  in  their  domestic  economy  as  tbe  Qermana,  require, 
each,  40,000  to  60,000  pounds  a  year. 

Petroleum  is  very  cheap,  and  some  families  nse  a  kerosene  stove  for 
nearly  all  their  cooking  during  tbe  warm  months.  Every  family  nses 
more  or  less  charcoal,  i'harcoal  barners  make  havoc  with  all  wood 
growths  that,  if  let  alone,  might  etmggle  up  into  forests. 

VTATBE  StTPPLT. 

The  question  of  a  water  supply  will  soon  have  to  be  faced  by  the 
government  of  Jerusalem,  or  else  it  will  be  nest  to  impossible  to  live 
here  in  the  dry  season.  The  new  roads  and  the  constantly  increasing 
number  of  carriages  are  evidences  of  progress  in  the  right  directloD; 
but,  as  always  in  civilized  life,  one  want  creates  another.  Twenty-flve 
years  ago  the  cisterns  then  existing  held  safBcient  water  for  the  needs 
of  the  iubabjtauts,  but  now  au  increasing  population  and  iooreased 
travel  and  tr^c  demand  a  water  supply  beyond  any  ordinary  cistern 
capacity. 

The  rock  formation  of  the  country  is  limestone,  some  of  it  very  soft,  ' 
and  when  even  the  harder  varieties  are  broken  ap  and  placed  on  the 
roads  as  covering  for  the  earth,  the  wheels  of  carriages  soon  grind  it 
into  white  powder.  Clonds  of  this  dust  envelop  the  houses  ontside 
the  walls,  blind  the  people  in  the  streets,  enter  the  stores  and  shops 
beyond  any  possible  power  of  their  owners  to  prevent  it,  fill  the  eyes, 
ears,  and  nostrils  of  men  and  beasts,  increase  by  50  per  cent  ophthabnic 
diseases,  and  cover  the  trees,  whose  leaves  should  be  green,  with  so 
thick  a  coating  that  they  appear  to  have  been  painted  white.  The  dnst 
in  Jerusalem  is  already  an  intolerable  nuisance,  and,  owing  to  condi- 
tions mentioned,  is  getting  worse  year  by  year.  Tbe  prospect  for  an 
immediate  change  for  the  better  is  not  encouraging,  owing  partly  to 
the  absence  of  any  source  whence  an  ample  wat^  snpply  ooald  be 
obtained  and  partly  to  obstacles  arising  fiY>m  the  government  itseUu 
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SPECIAL   BEP0BT8. 


The  indastrieB  of  Jemsalem  deserve  a  special  report,  and  I  am  coa- 
fldent  tbat  if  properly  prepared  some  features  of  it  wonld  prove  to  be 
of  pecaliar  interest. 

vine  culture  and  the  prodaction  of  wine  also  deserves  to  be  treated 
in  a  separate  report.  At  present  the  indaatry  seems  to  be  growing 
foster  tiian  markets  are  opened  for  the  sale  of  the  wine. 

Another  special  report  must  be  on  Jewish  colonies  in  Palestine. 
SlDce  I  made  a  very  extensive  report  on  this  subject,  October  3, 1891,' 
some  new  phases  have  appeared  which  essenti^y  affect  the  general 
question ;  but  nothing  has  transpired  to  controvert  the  concluaioD  then 
stated,  Dfunely,  that  Jewish  colonies  in  this  country  are  yet  only  in 
the  experimental  stage. 

Selah  Mbrbu.1.,  Comul. 

Jbeusai-em,  September  36, 1898. 
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AUSTRAI^SIA. 


NBW  SOUTH  WALES. 

STTDNBT. 

The  trade  between  the  Umted  States  and  'Sew  South  Wales  is  in  a 
most  Batis£actory  coiidition.  Australasia  is  beoomiDg  an  exoeUent  mar- 
ket for  Ameriean  products,  especially  for  Tariooa  kinds  of  m&nnfao- 
tared  goods.  In  fact,  I  think  I  vonld  be  justified  in  stating  that  in  no 
oonntry,  In  which  American  business  has  been  well  establiahed  for  a 
considerable  number  of  years,  has  there  been  a  more  encouraging 
increaae  than  in  Xew  South  Wales,  during  the  last  four  years, 

Sydney,  I  think,  still  maintains  her  position  as  the  tenth  seaport  on 
the  globe  In  the  valae  of  her  tonnage,  and,  eliminating  in  all  cases 
goods  that  are  imported  and  reexported,  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  are,  I  think^be  most  extensive  buyers  and  sellers  in  the  world. 

As  'Sew  South  Wales  is  ohiefly  a  pastoral  country,  her  prospenty 
must  depend  largely  on  the  seasons,  and  as  her  seasons  are  very  uncer- 
tain, it  most  be  noted  that  to  secure  unifonn  prosperity,  the  intelligence 
and  energy  of  the  people  must  be  of  a  high  order. 

As  there  are  no  statistics  published  later  than  the  dose  of  the  cal- 
endar year  1897,  in  most  matters  I  am  unable  to  cover  a  later  date, 
thongh  as  to  the  progress  of  onr  trade  in  the  port  of  Sydney,  owing  to 
the  generous  action  of  Mr.  "S.  Lockyer,  the  collector  of  customs,  in  put- 
tiDg  extra  force  on  his  books,  I  am  enabled  to  bring  our  imports  down 
to  uie  close  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  June  30, 1898. 

UVK  STOCK. 

The  year  1897  in  Sew  Sonth  Wales  was  one  of  extreme  droaght, 
and  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  severe  losses  were  suffered. 

Sheep. — The  number  on  December  31, 1897,  was  43,952,897,  a  decrease 
for  the  year  of  4,365,893.  The  actual  loss  in  number  of  over  4,300,000 
in  a  couubT  of  1,250,000  people  relying  very  largely  on  the  exportation 
of  wool  and  mutton,  wonid  seem  to  almost  any  other  country  a  discour- 
aging catastrophe.  The  seasons  for  the  last  five  years  have  been  so 
unfovorable  as  to  canse  an  almost  uniform  decrease  in  this  profitable 
stable. 

The  following  records  the  namber  of  sheep  for  each  year  from  1891  to 
1897,  inclusive:  1891,  61,831,416;  1892,  58,080,114:  1893,  56,980,688; 
1894,63,977,370;  1896,47,617.687;  1896,48,318,790:  1897,43,952,897. 

In  1897^  there  were  1,171,794  sheep  imported  and  1,022,296  exported. 

Of  Mennos  there  are: 

Combing  wool 39,011,aK 

CloUiIng 11,054,131 

Tot»l 40,065,988 
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The  better  sheep  in  the  coautry  are  mixed  with  oor  Vermont  Merinos, 
the  interest  in  such  crosses  being  od  the  increase.  It  is  said  that  in  45 
districts  the  flocks  are  improving  in  quality,  in  17  they  are  "BtatioQ- 
ary,"  and  in  8  they  are  deteriorating. 

The  total  clip  for  the  year,  in  grease,  was  224,281,646  pounds;  a 
decrease  for  the  year  of  30,591,536  pounds.  The  total  value  of  wool,  in 
the  last  two  fiscal  years,  was : 

1897;  £8,262,805,01 »40, 166,361 

1898:  £7,413,907,  or 16,031,589 

DBcroaao  of  £848,698,  or 4,124,673 

This  coustitutes  fnlly  one-half  of  the  purchasing  power  of  the  people. 

During  1897,  there  were  78  stud  sheep  imported  into  this  colony  (torn 
the  United  States,  valued  at  £2,100  ($10,306).  Daring  the  first  half  of 
1898,  Mr.  E.  M.  Bissell,  of  Vermont,  sold  24  rams,  directly  imported,  for 
an  aggregate  of  $3,949.90,  or  an  average  per  head  of  $164.58.  (Stock 
and  Station  Journal.) 

One  hundred  and  seventy-seven  more  line-bred  Merino  sheep  from 
Vermont  were  shipped  by  the  steamer  Qaeen  Ohristina,  which  sailed 
from  ^^ew  York  May  21  last,  and  are  due  in  Sydney  by  Monday  next, 
Aa(^st  1.  Gables  say  the  "animals  stood  the  long  voyage  extremely 
well." 

I  attended  the  annual  sheep  show  in  Sydney,  and  found  the  wo(d- 
growers  to  be  an  enterprising  and  very  intelligent  class  of  men,  express- 
ing a  determination  to  yield  to  no  discouragement. 

^or«(».— December  31, 1897, 166,813;  a  decrease  for  the  year  of  17,215. 

<7o(((e.— December  31, 1897, 1,966,729 ;  a  decrease  for  the  year  of  76,998. 
The  tick  plague  is  coming  this  way  from  Qaeenslaud. 


The  following  will  show  the  mining  production  of  the  colony: 

Coftl:  T«M. 

1806 8,9(»,516 

1897 4,388,691 

Silver  and  le»il  otea ; ' 

1896 286,939 

1897 29^018 


Number  of  men  employed  in  the  production  of  coal  in  1896  was  9,160; 
in  1897,  9,978. 

Besides  these,  there  were  other  mining  prodncts,  sach  as  copper,  iron, 
antimony,  bismuth,  chrome,  platinam,  etc.,  yielding  a  considerable 
amount,  the  total  value  beiug — 


rhe  value  of  gold  -wati : 

1896 

1897 

The  following  statTistics  also  relate  to  gold: 


In  these  metalliferous  mines  there  are  employed  in  gold  alluvial, 
9,030  men;  quartz,  12,256;  silver,  6,204;  copper,  1,710;  tin,  1,297;  all 
others,  732,  or  a  total  of  31,229  men. 


'  Most  of  thiB  ia  exported  in  shape  of  silver  It 
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AQBICTTLTUBB. 

The  statistics  are  not  yet  out,  bnt  it  is  claimed  on  good  authority  that 
the  number  of  agricoltural  holdings  was  fucreased  fully  20  per  cent 
during  the  last  year. 

The  total  acreage  under  erops  of  all  hinds  for  1897  was  1,659,717;  in 
wheat,866,H2  acres.    For  1898,tot£U,l,821,829;  in  wheat,  923,350  acres. 

The  production  of  wheat  in  1897  was  8,853,445  bushels;  iu  1898, 
10,560,111  bushels. 

The  crop  for  the  latter  year  for  the  first  time,  it  is  said,  placed  New 
Sonth  Wales  among  the  wheat- exporting  countries  of  the  world. 

The  dairy  industry  is  increasing  rapidly.  The  export  of  butter  for 
1897  was  6,G55,761  pounds,  while  for  1896,  it  was  bnt  2,770,088  pounds. 
There  is  a  growing  market  for  dairying  machinery,  and  our  people  should 
have  more  of  it. 

There  is  very  little  headway  made  in  the  exportation  of  ftuit. 

MAmiPACTUKIHG. 

There  has  been  very  little  progress,  or  at  least  increase,  in  manofac- 
turing  enterprise  during  the  last  year  in  the  colony.  The  statistics  are 
not  yet  available,  bnt  I  am  informed  that  the  number  of  hands  employed 
in  manufacturing  industries  is  not  much  greater  than  a  year  ago,  when 
returns  showed  49,055  persons. 

SHTPPENQ, 

The  total  tonnage  for  the  port  of  Sydney  was,  for  1896, 3,911,050  tons, 
and  for  1897,  4,257,299  tons,  whUe  the  total  for  all  ports  of  the  colony 
was  for  1896,  6,189,760  tons,  and  for  1897,  6,744,431  tons. 

There  were,  for  1896,  6,432  entries  and  departures  of  vessels  in  the 
ports  of  New  South  Wales,  with  crews  aggregating  192,608,  while  for 
1897,  there  were  6,465  entries  and  departures,  with  crews  aggregating 
206,906  men.  No  new  shipping  lines  have  been  opened  to  New  Soath 
Wales  during  the  year,  save  that  in  May  last,  it  was  arranged  that  two 
steamers  should  leave  New  York  for  Australian  porta  each  month,  via 
Cape  of  Oood  Hope. 

.  OOHHEBOE. 

The  total  trade  of  New  South  Wales  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne 
30, 1898,  was  abont  £46,500,000  ($225,000,000). 

The  total  trade  of  New  Sonth  Wales  with  foreign  (not  British)  conn- 
tries  during  the  calendar  year  1896  was  £8,925,683  or  443,378,820,  of 
which  £3,794,833  («18,442,889)  was  with  the  United  States;  for  1897 
the  total  trade  with  the  same  countries  was  £92973,557  (948,471,488), 
of  which  £4,350,196  or  *21,141,953  was  with  the  United  States. 

Manufactures  were  imported  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  as  follows: 

United  Stotea £l,437,UTar90,!)9S,8^ 

Oeimanj 837, 144  ot   4,068,630 

Franoe 20, 144  or         97,900 

Among  new  lines  introduced  by  our  i>eople  in  this  market  may  be 
recorded  bicarbonate  of  soda,  caustic  soda,  soda  as)i,  sulphate  of  cop- 
per, steel  sheets,  plates  and  channels,  and  pease  and  beans. 
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Imporb  into  Nmt  South  Woltt  fnm  A«  United  5tale»— Continued. 
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INTBBNAL    IMPBOTEUBNTS. 

The  wharfage  facilities  have  been  considerably  improTed  during  the 
last  year. 

There  vere  52  miles  of  new  railway  constracted  in  the  colony  since 
Jane  30, 1897,  making  a  present  total  of  2,691  miles,  while  there  has  been 
£100,000,  or  (486,000,  spent  in  straightening  lines,  redncing  grades, 
etc.,  maUng  a  total  cost  of  £37,750,000  ($183,465,000) ;  and  £63,000 
($306,690)  was  spent  in  improving  or  keeping  np  the  rolling  stock,  the 
total  ezpeuditare  for  which  has  been  £4,500,000,  or  $21,870,000. 
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Several  miles  of  street  railway  tramway  are  being  built  in  Sydney, 
most  of  tbe  material  and  appliances  for  the  uonstruution  of  which  were 
purchased  in  the  United  States. 

While  basiness  and  indnstry  have  not  recovered  &om  the  effects  of 
the  financial  shocks  of  1893,  the  evils  of  the  "unemployed  problem" 
are  decreasing,  and  the  indications,  as  well  as  the  feeling  among  the 
people,  are  more  hopeful. 

Geo.  W.  Bbll,  Connul. 

Sydhby,  July  11, 1898. 

COTTOM  GOODS  IN  MBW  SOUTH  WAIVES. 

I  have  taken  great  trouble  to  leam  something  of  interest  to  oar 
textile  mannfactarers,  as  it  has  seemed  plain  to  me  that  with  our  supe- 
rior machinery  and  more  active  and  intelligent  labor,  we  BhouM  be  able 
to  secure  a  considerable  trade  in  this  market. 

Not  being  an  expert  in  the  trade,  however,  I  was  obliged  to  rely  on 
men  whose  experience  jnatified  my  confidence,  and  I  herewith  forward 
a  communication  from  such  a  person,  sent  me  in  answer  to  interrogato- 
ries on  the  question.  1  believe  it  approximates  the  real  condition  of 
the  branch  of  the  trade  under  consideration.  Af^r  conversing  with 
many  experienced  men,  I  am  more  than  ever  convinced  that  it  would 
pay  our  manufacturers  to  send  an  expert  to  Australia. 

Geo.  W.  Bell,  Contul. 

Stbhey,  October  M,  1898. 

With  tbflti  great  Tmtnral  odvautikges  in  producing  raw  materiftl,  combined  with 
theic  general  np-to-dateneaa  in  otber  matters,  it  appears  that  tbe  mannfactnTers  of 
tbe  Tlnited  States  should  have  no  diffloalty  in  controlling  a  very  ooDsiderable  nro- 
portlan  of  the  textile  trade  of  Anstraloaia.  This,  bowever,  except  in  a  few  articles 
of  limited  ooDsamption,  is  nut  the  case.  They  are  still  slmpl;  touching  the  ft'ioge 
of  the  cotton  piece  trade  of  these  colouieB.  Many  lines  in  which  the^  oQKht  to  do 
large  business  they  sell  only  occasionally  and  in  small  quautitios.  while  other  arti- 
cles are  not  dealt  m  at  all.  The  reason  for  this  mainly  rests  with  tbe  manufacturer 
himself.  In  most  instances,  the  valae  is  satisfactory,  but  tbe  Hnisb  or  width  ia  not 
suited  to  tbe  requiremeuts  of  the  market,  and,  &om  what  I  cau  gatber,  tbe  manufac- 
turers bave  repeatedly  refused  to  adopt  suggestions  to  improve  tbe  two  latter 
featuroB.  This  is  fatal  to  the  trade,  and  simply  makes  any  effort  on  tbelr  behalf  a 
waste  of  time.  ItcouvL'ys  the  impression  that  many  of  the  American  mannfocturera 
are  not  eeriously  desirous  of  doing  buslusHs  in  Australasia,  unless  the  Aautraltiaiui 
public  in  prepared  to  buy  their  waroe  as  produced  for  ^eir  local  marliet. 

They  ore  quite  prepared  to  ship  their  aarplus  pruductlon  to  Anstralia  <if  they  c«n 
find  an  agent  clever  enough  to  sell  it),  but  they  seem  indisposed  to  manufactnre  to 
■nit  tbe  requirements  of  tbe  market.  Until  tbey  adopt  a  more  progressive  policy  in 
this  reipect,  tbey  need  eotortalD  but  email  hope  of  ever  doing  mncb  buslnesa  here. 
The  Australian  trader  flatters  himself  upon  knoning  what  ie  necessary  for  bis  buoi- 
ness,  and,  beinf;  keenly  alive  to  the  main  chance,  ie  ever  ready  to  talte  any  "  u«w 
cloths"  that  will  give  him  advantage  in  valne,  and  powess  tbe  necessary  reqairo- 
ments  in  width,  weight,  and  finish. 

These  latter  features  are  of  tbe  greatest  importance,  and,  as  previously  stated,  it 
is  where  the  American  manufaotuiers  fail.  TmproTement  in  this  direction  would 
mean  >  great  augmentation  of  tbeir  trade  with  these  colonies, 

I  have  inspected  a  collection  of  American  cotton  goods,  and  beg  to  convey  my 
impreBsions  of  a  few  of  the  principal  classes.  There  ore  many  lines  that  are  totally 
nnsuitod  to  oar  trade,  or  of  which  tbe  sole  is  very  limited.  These  need  not  b« 
referred  to. 

llie  climatic  conditions  of  AustroUa  make  possible  tbe  wBorinc  of  cotton  fabrioe 
for  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  year.  In  Queensland,  "printa"  are  worn  all  the 
year  round.    This  means  that  tbe  cotton  piece  trade  for  dress  purposes  atone  is  of 

Seat  volume  and  well  worth  the  slncerest  effort  of  any  manu&oturer  to  secnre.     It 
divliible  under  three  main  heads,  viz,  plain,  printed,  and  woven. 
Under  the  Urst  head  wonld  come  what  are  known  to  the  trade  here  (the  Englsb 
term)  as  whites ;  also  gray  (unbleached)  calicoes,  which  inolade  calicoes  kud  sheet- 
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flUed  with  olay,  MpeoUUy  in  the  lower  qualities,  which  eaablee  a  better  finish  t<  .. 
giTen  tUem.  For  this  reason,  a  compuison  of  an  English  cloth  at  the  same  price 
woali)  Beain  to  be  in  favor  of  the  latter;  bnt  it  woald  not  so  well  stand  the  process 
of  washiDf;.  It  is  noteworthy,  however,  tbat  the  English  manufoctarers  are  now 
mabLtig  pnrei  cloths  than  formerly,  and  there  is  a  distinct  feeling  in  their  favor 
amon^  the  traders  and  the  pablio.  I  recommenil,  therefore,  that  American  manu- 
Acturers  reitaia  from  "Glling,"  but  endeavor  to  put  a  little  mt>re  material  into  their 
lower  <)ua]itieB  of  white  and  gray  calicoes,  and  thus  remove  the  open  or  poor  look 
they  Duw  possess  through  absence  of  Ulling.  TbiH  ithould,  of  course,  be  done,  if  pos- 
sible, without  increasing  the  price.  Cloths  of  this  kind,  once  taken  np  by  buyers, 
would  never  be  dropped,  as  they  conld  not  fail  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  public, 
who  are  the  great  arbitrators  in  all  these  matters. 

Plain  And  Itdll  gray  iheetingt, — Apart  from  the  absence  of  weight,  the  United  States 
goods  are  not  the  right  width.  If  made  in  64, 60, 66  72, 84,  and  90  incbee,  with  proper 
attention  to  weight  and  Anish,  a  good  trade  should  be  established.  Considerable 
qnantitiea  are  nMd  for  tent  makinz,  although  for  the  latter  the  (loventment  is  now 
taking  up  a  light  make  of  duck,  which  the  American  makers  should  be  able  to  pro- 
duce satisfactorily.  The  samples  I  saw  of  these  ducks  included  nothing  suitable. 
They  were  all  too  heavv,  being  intended  for  sail  cloths,  etc.  The  same  make,  but 
lighter  in  texture,  would  do. 

In  bleached  sheetings,  the  same  remarks  regarding  widths  and  finish  apply. 

In  white  calicoeti,  only  three  widths  are  necessary,  viz,  28.9,32.33,  and  35.30  Inches. 
These  are  mostly  used  for  foundations  for  cotton  dresses  and  for  the  manufacture  of 
ladies'  and  children's  under  garments.  The  Englinh  manufacturers  have  now 
attained  a  very  high  stage  of  perfection  in  these.  Their  yarns  are  very  fine  aud 
clean,  and  the  soft,  dry  finish  now  given  them  is  a  big  impiovemeDt  on  the  old  "wet- 
woya"  finish  of  years  ago,  whichforthismarketisnowatbingof  thepast.  In  these 
goods  the  English  makers  are  discarding  the  "filling"  pcocese.  The  public  wants 
pure  cloths. 

Prinlod  aalinoes'. — For  rBOBons  previously  stated,  this  is  a  very  important  line,  bnt 
not  much  effort  seems  to  have  been  made  to  secure  it.  In  the  first  place  the  width 
is  wrong.  Those  1  saw  were  mostly  34  incbes;  this  simply  bars  them  from  this 
market,  apart  altogether  from  the  question  of  value,  which  seemed  to  me  to  be  iairty 
good.  They  should  not  be  narrower  than  29.30  inches.  The  cloths  might  be  made 
of  finer  yarns,  especially  the  low  qualities,  which  are  very  course  and  heavy.  The 
colors  and  designs  are  also  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  in  botb  respects,  those  I 
saw  are  a  long  way  behind  the  British  and  Continental  goods.  In  these,  there  is  a 
distinct  fashion  each  season,  and  for  this  trade  the  patterns  must  be  produced  twelve 
months  in  advance.  The  English  printers  watch  the  trend  of  fashion  very  closely, 
and  nsiially  copy  on  their  cheap  cloths  what  has  been  fashionable  in  Paris  and  Lou- 
don the  previous  season  in  eipensive  goods.  The  Auslnilasian  coltinies  fallow  the 
London  fashion,  and  to  do  a  trade  in  printed  fabrics  ueoessitates  being  right  up  to 
date  in  design  and  color.  In  the  latter  renpect,  the  American  printers  are  not  bo 
advanced  as  the  English.  Their  goods  do  not  possess  that  soft,  artistic,  refined  look 
that  eharaoterizes  the  English  prints  aud  cummendB  them  to  the  female  taste.  As 
against  this,  I  mention  a  range  of  printed  muslins  that  are  the  best  I  have  seen  among 
American  productions,  and  with  proper  liandling,  and  if  produced  in  fashionable 
designs  and  colors,  should  without  mtioh  diflScalt;  be  placed  in  this  market.  The 
cloths  referred  to  are  Koman  delaine,  Bijoa  organdie,  El  Coronado  f-ambonretle, 
Lappette,  Batiste,  and  several  other  sinnlar  cloths,  all  evidontly  from  the  same 
mill.  These  seem  very  good  value,  so  far  as  quality  of  cloth  is  coac«rne<!,  and  the 
deelg^na  and  colorings  are  just  what  are  being  worn  here  at  the  present  time. 

Denims.— Thi/i  is  an  article  in  which  the  American  manufacturer  has  completely 
ousted  the  English  makers  from  the  market.  This  illustrates  the  advantage  of  pro- 
ducing something  tosuit  thebaver.  Ilia  English  makers  refused  fur  years  to  listen 
to  the  BUKgestlons  of  altering  tne  finish  of  their  denims  to  suit  the  improved  tattte 
of  the  public.  Now,  when  they  would  do  so,  they  iind  it  too  late.  This  should  be  a 
lesson  to  United  StatAsmannfacturers.  The  Canadians  areuowseouriug  a  considera- 
ble elmre  of  this  trade,  which,  until  a  few  years  ago,  was  entirely  in  United  States 
hands.  The  reasons,  so  far  as  I  cau  learn,  are  that  while  there  is  practically  nothing 
to  choose  between  the  two  la  point  of  value,  the  finish  and  appearan<'e  of  the  Cana- 
dian article  are  preferred.  Buyers  say  the  rib  or  twUl  is  better  defined,  and  thiit 
the  colors  are  clearer.  This  latter  feature,  they  claim,  is  due  to  the  purer  water  by 
which  they  are  finished. 

I  saw  two  ranges  of  what  are  called  "bomesptm"  and  "heavy  homespun"  CNo. 
HH  1000).  These  arc  heavy,  open,  rough,  nnbleaohed  cloths,  and  seem  to  be  an  imi- 
tation of  Aesam  ^ik,  which  is  much  iu«d  in  Queensland  for  men's  garments,  being 
oool  and  light.    Iliese  should,  if  put  on  the  mnrket,  be  easily  introdnoed  there. 

>  Calicoes  h«r«  mean  white  gtode,  masllDS,  sto.  'Comman  "prints."  ,< 
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8iU»iiu, — I  oonld  not  get  iitiaee  on  theae,  and  conseqaentlf,  I  osn  not  spM^  of  the 
TaJoe,  bnt  the  flnish  seemed  right.    They  should  be  made  in  36  and  40  inch  in  black, 
bronn,  fawn,  white,  and  dark  and  mediom  elate.    The  two  l&ttei  shadee  are  the 
prinoipal  oolors.    Thereiealai — ' — '---j^>----   -- .^ -- —        ■.,-.. 

poMs.    Another  line  nsed  for 

pBTcaline,  or,  aa  the  Engliah  ntakers  more  appiopriatel; 

finiahed  in  imitation  of  the  linens  at  one  time  so  mach  in  vogne. 

3\eking: — The  blue  and  white  tickinga  cbowu  me  I  did  not  think  niDoh  of,  either 
in  value  or  finish.  They  are,  however,  nartlly  worth  troabling  abont  aa  thetrftdain 
them  has  greatly  fallen  off  in  reoent  years.  Fancy  tickings  are  what  iawauted,  and 
the  Belgians  seem  to  do  them  better  than  any  oth»r  nation.  Beventh-eig^tha  of  all 
that  oome  to  this  colony  are  made  in  Belginm.  Judging  from  what  I  saw  among 
samples,  Americans  ought  to  have  no  diffloulty  in  seonring  thia  trade.  Hie  value  of 
those  1  inspected  is  good,  as  there  is  plenty  of  snbstance  in  the  goods,  bat  they  lack 
finish:  they  ore  toodry.  They  shonla  have  a  glossy  aatln  finish.  The  widtha,  again, 
are  all  wroug,  aiid  I  understand  snggestioua  lo  alter  them  have  been  ignored.  The 
beet  width  for  this  market  is  63  Ukohes.  This  anita  the  bedding  manufaotoriag 
trade,  by  which  it  is  mostly  used. 

TmmI*.— Those  I  saw  were  not  t 
plain  white,  and  striped  white  Tnrkisb  towels  oi 
entirely  nsdess  to  try  to  place  anything  else. 

There  are  a  great  many  other  artloles  stocked  by  warehouBes  here  that  no  donbt 
TOUT  manufacturers  make,  bnt  it  would  serve  no  nseftil  purpose  to  refer  to  them.  I 
have  mentioned  the  leading  linos  in  which  the  bnik  of  the  trade  is  done.  Seanie 
those  first,  and  the  less  important  lines  conld  be  introduced  subsequently. 

There  Is  no  reason  whatever  why  Amerioaa  manufacturers  should  not  secnie  a  very 
fair  share  of  the  textile  trade  of  Anstcalia,  but  to  do  so,  they  must  first  of  all  ^on- 
vinoe  the  buyers  of  the  value  they  oan  offer,  and  having  succeeded  in  that,  they  must 

Srodnce  oloths  that  are  suitable  to  the  market  in  width,  weight,  color,  deeign,  and 
nish.     Unless  these  features  are  heeded,  no  consideration  of  value  will  be  enber- 

The  question  of  terms  and  conditions  of  trading  is  one  that  may  also  have  an 
important  bearing  on  the  trade  of  the  colony  with  America  in  soft  goods.  All  tbe 
leading  distributors  in  all  the  colonies  have  their  establiahed  agenoiee  in  Londoi 
_Li_i   3 A  !__._  r 11 I. — I xL^A j^gj  tii^m^    Some  diatinc. 

s  at  this  end  in  departing 

from  the  usual  channels  of  si '~      ' "^  —i^i.  = i 1 — r  >.r... 

has  to  be  given  by  all  the  mer  .         .         „ 

duction,  credit  has  also  to  be  taken.  To  direot,  therefore,  any  considerable  portion 
of  their  purotiases  into  a  groove  where  prompt  cash  is  demanded  reqnlree  sometimM 
serious  consideration,  even  jrom  houses  whose  financial  position  is  undoubted.  This 
will  always  be  a  hindrance  to  aecaring  a  large  share  or  the  trade,  and  to  overcome 
it,  some  special  inducement  in  tiiese  dirocNons  will  be  necessary.    Perhaps,  the 

'-^gtheningof  thatormof  oredi' "  — '''     " — " '-'' .__«__. 

liberality  In  this  direotlou. 

NEWCASTLE.' 
£zpor(s  of  ooal  fivn  Ntat>a*tle,  Naa  SouA  WaU»,  dHriHf  Ck«  ]/«»■  atdad  Jmne  30, 1S9B. 

Victoria 610,203 

New  Zealand 164,719 

Sonth Aostralla 831,622 

Qneenslaud 26,706 

Tasmania 69,857 

Western  Aoatralift 170^886 

Hongkong 52,031 

United  States 237.108 

Java 53,208 

Kew  Caledonia 9,500 

India 61,321 

FhUlpptoe  Islands 91,210 

■nsii  T  ami 


Fyi  ,,„ 

Mauritius 6,193 

Pern 35,724 

Chile 284,384 

Ceylon 10,331 

Singapore 75,881 


Sandwich  Islands 

38,851 
1,080 

11,084 
1,533 
1.8S3 

awe 

Eoaador  

Moiioo 

^800 

7,833 
1,450 

ffi:::::::::::: ;::::;: 

T^iti 

I  In  reply  to  oironlar  of  Anguat  5. 
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Principal  aporti,  other  than  coal,  /or  tht  j/tar  atding  June  30, 189S. 


Article. 

QiKntlty. 

V«lue. 

To- 

Ttnn«. 

do.... 

:::;:;:::::::t::: 

'•S 

ToUl 

l.BM 

*3,J73.« 

Hiyuidchkff 

"■ffi 

WMtAu«tt»li»,ot<;. 

Tolid 

ai.iM 

U,MS 

l|*Tfl 
l.l)M 

do  ... 

0,SM 

m,  716.  St 

■■'i 

do.... 

;;::::::;:::£.:: 

Hf- 

ilo.... 

ToUl 

i.a«3 

108,357.02 

S3,ir72 

1 

do... 

piiUippiDoitUDd., 

Total 

38.  MB 

83,730.50 

1,9*7 

tana. 

i 

do... 

do... 

;;:;::;;;:;;:do::: 

do... 

do... 

Tot«I 

MS 

18, 888.  M 

1» 

Total 

147 

3.1M.41 

W.BM 

1S,S64 

00, 082.  J* 

do... 

iliio 

do... 

Total 

w.aia 

3U,7S0.TS 

7,J12 
4,01« 

S.S2S 

do... 

do... 

Total 

wj.wi 

»,S70.M 

1.M1 

■•i 

do... 

Total 

ID,  MO 

63.Me.7S 

idbyGoOgIc 
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Prim!^pa^  exporU,  other  ika»  coat,  /or  lk»  yaor  titding  Jme  SO,  1898— Caatina^d, 


Ar^ 

TalDS. 

T^ 

^^^ 

to.... 

800 
2,140 

Total 

I.WO 

te,TM.gJ 

K 

do... 

::::::::::::::::::£^v 

ToW 

fl;7» 

n,m.M 

Timber,  mugli 

r.3j^'s&. 

s;077 

- 

do... 

:;:.:;:;::;;;:::;:S!: 

do... 

ToUl 

w.na 

1,171,113.18 

Woolw«hed 

«,fllS 

sso 

Total 

4,M> 

sot,  Its.  M 

TdUI  valne  of  all  eiporta  dnrlDE  uune  parlod 11,849^*^10 

wa  arricaft  and  dtparturei  (■ 
during  the  year  ended  June  Si 


Period. 

Inw»td. 

HnmbM. 

ToDMfi*- 

Number. 

Tonn,^ 

SeptembDT    narts     HOT 

ISO 

Mo.iia 
(11,  Mi 

m 

US,  SIT 

Ml,  an 

■•■" 

l,7<i.7« 

1,370 

1,711,  wo 

JlecMos  ooUtatad  at 


ytmoatlti/or  tke  j/aar  endtd  Jhm  SO,  1898. 


Duty 75,483  0 

Tonnage  rates 8,9*0  0 

Harbor  and  light  rates 7,890  1    ; 

Pilotage 7,767  18 

Harbor  removals 3,487  10    < 

Qnoen's  «arehoaBe,etc. 6  IS    ' 

Beer  ezotse  duty 8,9%  0    ' 

Total 113,638  6 

Or  $547,667  in  United  States  eorranoy. 


^dbvGoo^^lc 
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--;:-:;-:-!-f.Tr- 

SSai.SSd!IIiur.'.: ::  :".".:::;:::::":::: 

Ttmbar: 

1  of  otlisr  Impetto  . . 

Tot^... 


112 

30,893 

M 

10,180 


13,113 


2I,S86.0O 
M,  OIT.  OO 

7i.Vji.l» 


IBpSM.OO 
B,  203. 00 

is,aoa.Do 


Uitittd  Btattt  far  the  year 

mded  June  SO,  1838. 

ArUole. 

QnMlity. 

Vulne. 

20,000 
121, 708 

887 

HO 

l.»" 

SO 

303 
2M 

)a 

13 

18S 
HI 
10 

1 

88 

3,051.00 

BiHin  

TurpenOn* 

K^".. 

3,  lis.  DO 
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Tbe  total  valae  of  all  importB  tcom  the  UQited  States  for  the  year 
ending  Jane  30, 1898,  vas  178,346.78.  The  total  valae  of  all  imports 
ttota  the  Halted  States  for  the  year  endiag  Jane  30, 1897,  vas  9120,061.43. 
This  falling  off  of  trade  ia  due  almost  entirely  to  the  fact  that  no  floor 
was  imported  irom  the  United  States  daring  the  year  ending  Jnne  30, 
1898,  and  likewise  a  less  amount  of  kerosene  oil, 

I  ^lean  from  personal  interwiews  with  the  TorionB  dry  goods  mer- 
chants that  the  only  goods  imported  from  the  United  States  are  white 
and  gray  calicoes,  printed  cottons,  and  cotton  piece  goods  generally. 
Overalls  stuff  (dingaree)  is  sold  quite  largely,  and  gives  peifect  satis- 
faction. Onr  cheap  calicoes  and  prints  are  not  known  here;  sinailiar 
English  goods  supply  the  demand  at  much  higher  prices  than  are 
charged  io  America,  There  is  a  fine  opening  here  for  the  development 
of  business  iu  the  cheap  cotton  goods,  but  English  woolen  fabrics  are 
furnisbed  much  cheaper  than  those  manufoctured  in  tbe  United 
States. 

American  goods  most  be  properly  aod  systematically  iotrodnced  to 
the  attention  of  tbe  business  men  here.  I  would  suggest  that  one 
of  the  export  associations  send  a  representative,  with  a  good  lioe  of 
samples,  so  that  buyers  can  examine  what  is  desired  to  be  introduced. 
Such  a  man  would  have  no  trouble  in  building  up  a  large  trade  in 
cotton  goods,  hardware,  wooden  ware,  farm  machinery,  and  cheap,  well- 
made  bicycles.  In  some  instances,  samples  sent  by  mail  might  aiiswer, 
but  on  the  whole,  it  requires  personal  contact  to  insure  permanent 
business  growth. 

The  business  men.  In  conversing  on  the  subject,  advise  that  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  send  a  representative  to  London,  to  there  examine 
tbe  kind  of  goods  sent  to  Australia,  for  most  of  the  goods  come  via 
that  city.  British  manufacturers  also  understand  better  the  wants  of 
the  Australians,  1  would  advise,  as  stated  above,  sending  a  repre- 
sentative to  Australia. 

Large  quantities  of  tobacco  grown  in  America  come  here  &om  Lon- 
don. Mauy  American  drugs  reach  here  through  the  same  roote,  most 
of  which  are  landed  in  Sidney.  Hence  the  tables,  while  showing  what 
was  landed  at  this  port,  do  not  at  all  show  the  quantity  of  American 
goods  ased  here. 

I  learn  that  choppers  of  0«rman  make  are  preferred  to  the  American 
goods,  because  they  are  finished  in  better  taste  and  are  a  trifle  cheaper 
in  price,  while  equal  in  quality. 

American  flour  is  not  considered  of  as  good  a  quality  as  that  made 
from  Anstraliau  wheat,  and  sells  for  6  pence  (12  cente)  less  on  50 
pounds. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  bread  made  from  American  flour  is  much 
darker  in  color  tlian  that  made  from  Australian, 

The  rates  of  exchange  are  as  follows: 

On  demand 1) 

Thirty  davB 11 

Sixty  d»j9 i 

Ninety  days t 

Ko  changes  have  been  made  in  the  harbor  and  other  does  collected 
at  this  port. 

People  in  this  vicinity  take  a  deep  interest  in  sports,  especially  hunt- 
ing. A  gun  club  has  been  organized,  composed  of  energetic  bnsinese 
men.  If  the  various  manufacturers  of  arms  of  America  would  estab- 
lish agencies  here,  a  flne  business  in  sportsmen's  goods  conld  be  bailt  up 

AU  grades  of  soaps  are  made  here.    American  soaps  are  liked,  and 
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the  mamifactarers  here  stamp  one  grade  "United  States  Soap  Gom- 
pany"  in  order  to  satisfy  tlie  demand  for  American  soap. 

I  have  called  apon  a  large  iinmber  of  the  business  men  of  Newcastle, 
most  of  whom  know  nothing  of  American  maunfactnred  goods  other 
than  those  I  have  mentioned.  With  a  live  representative  on  the  spot, 
1  feel  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  our  trade  with  Kewcaetle  may  be 
made  many  times  greater  within  a  few  years. 

I  have  endeavored  to  give  as  complete  an  account  of  commercial  con- 
ditions in  this  port  as  is  possible,  with  the  data  at  band. 

In  connection  with  this  report  I  will  state  that,  owing  to  the  interest 
I  have  taken  in  the  commercial  affairsof  thiscity,  I  was  notified  to-day 
that  I  have  been  elected  au  honorary  member  of  ^e  Newcastle  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

F.  W.  GoDiNa,  Comtil. 

Mewoastle,  November  J,  1898. 


NEW  ZEALAND. 

POPULATION. 

The  estimated  popnlation  of  this  colony  on  the  31st  of  December,  1S90, 
was  714,162,  of  which  376,987  were  males  and  337,175  were  females. 


IneraMe  during  ihe  gear  1897. 

H*leg. 
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B    birth 
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Decreate  during  iht  year  1897. 


M.U. 

FBm»l«. 

ToUL 

8,787 
lQ,£iO 

s.s»o 

14.03T 

6.388 

' 

The  total  estimated  population  on  the  31st  of  December,  1897,  was 
768,910,  of  which  384,703  were  white  males  and  21,073  Maori  males, 
and  344,363  white  females  and  18,181  Maori  females. 

MONEY  3IABEET. 

There  is  no  noticeable  change  in  this  market.  The  fluctuations  iu 
London  rates  are  often  caused  by  circuinstanceB  that  are  local  and  tem- 
porary iu  character,  and  frequently  without  any  effect  here,  and  this  is 
the  case  with  the  recent  rise  in  the  discount  rate  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
The  sapply  of  money  is  amply  adequate  for  all  local  demands,  and  the 
value  in  the  open  market  is  without  alteration.  Advances  on  good, 
sound  mortgage  security  are  readily  obtainable  at  5  to  5^  per  cent, 


1206  COHMEBCUL  BELATI0N8. 

while  anytbioe  specially  good  cao  oommaDd  money  at  1^  per  cent. 
Shares  in  good,  sound  nndertakinga  and  the  best  classes  of  freehold 
property  are  in  steady  demand  for  Investment  purposes.  Bank  rates 
are  as  quoted  beloT : 


EMlungBopon- 

Demtud. 

KiUjn. 

sod.7^ 

Md.n- 

Ftrtt.' 

.i 

Pn-ct" 

FtrA* 

i 

-\\- 

JntarMl  on  dopMite. 


NHOsafbaDk. 

Umonu... 

eoratlia. 

FtrtaU. 

1        ■ 

Per  ant. 

1| 

GOTEBmiBHT  I.OAX. 

The  Government  is  asking  Parliament  for  power  to  raise  (2,600,000 
in  aid  of  pablic  works  and  land  settlement,  the  money  to  be  apportioned 
as  follows:  Oontiunation  of  railroads  under  constraction,  (875,000; 
additional  rolling  stock,  and  other  works  and  purposes  in  respect  to 
open  railways,  (1,000,000;  construction  of  roads,  tracks,  bridges,  etc., 
$626,000. 

Id  this  connection,  it  may  be  remarked  that  there  is  every  reaaoD  to 
believe  that  several  new  railway  lines  will  be  opened  during  the  odsu- 
ing  year,  by  which  the  entire  colony,  and  AuoMand  in  particular,  will 
be  benefited.  It  is  also  thought  that  the  time  taken  by  mail  steamers 
between  this  colony  and  San  Francisco  will  be  considerably  lessened, 
thereby  affording  an  even  more  satisfactory  mail  service  than  now 
exists.  The  present  time  between  Auckland  and  San  Francisco  is  nine- 
teen days,  while  that  of  the  Yancouver  line  is  twenty-two  days  from 
Vancouver  to  Wellington.  It  ia  hoped  that  an  arrangement  can  be 
perfected  to  reduce  the  running  time  between  San  Francisco  and  Anck- 
land  to  fifteen  or  sixteen  days.  Aucklanders  are  more  favorably 
inclined  to  this  line  than  to  the  Vancouver  one.  They  appreciate  its 
long  and  faithful  service  ^covering  a  period  of  many  years],  its  steamers 
arriving  and  departing  with  a  regularity  tiiat  has  been  the  admirtrtion 
of  every  fair-minded  person  in  the  colony. 


r..,z.d.vCoOt^lc 
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The  foUowiug  uewspaper  elippiiig  may  be  of  interest: 

THB  WOOL  CUP. 

Tlie  HObjoiued  table  Auniahea  a  Bnmmary  for  the  l«at  two  years,  ending  with  June 
30,  of  the  weight  of  the  exports  of  wool  from  the  sereral  porta  of  the  colony,  aa 
recorded  In  the  offloial  retanu ; 


Part. 

18W. 

18»7. 

F««uU. 

S,  DM,  218 

W,U1,GW 

Pound*. 

ia.me,Tn 

M.vn.m 

Ta,ie7,ow 

».«';S! 

ii,iai,;3< 

S,m.S23 

BlT,Kra 
5,»TO,001 

e4.S13,l«0 

co.'m.m 

ltt,T»g,TlZ 

U1.U«,WI 

The  weights  of  shipments  for  the  last  three  years  eompare  aa  foUows: 


IW-W. 

ie»e-K. 

18Va-M. 

Pnundi. 
M,813.«0 

SB.  us.  079 

PhbhU. 
«S,  021,  BIT 
«,  422,908 

IM,  788,712 

182,  ISA.  Ml 

"■"'■•" 

i7  equal  to  13  per  cent,  while  the 
and  that  of  the  SoDth  Island  to 


The  total  for  1897-98  ahows  a: 
North  lelaod's  improTement  is  equal  to  16  per  cent,  e 
less  tbaD  9i  per  cent. 

As  compared  with  1895-96,  the  latest  year  shows  a  gross  increase  of  abont  15.8per 
cent,  the  North  Island  rather  over  23  per  cent  and  the  Boath  Idand  tatiier  over  7) 
per  oent. 

The  totals  of  sheep  in  the  two  islands,  according  to  the  stock  taking  of  April  30 
last,  with  respective  export  of  wool,  compare  as  follows : 


Sbeep. 

Wool. 

N 

rtTiTnUnrt 

e,B8(1.MS 
B.T34,BSS 

P«mdf. 
84.»7S.n2 

^"■"■^ 

The  much  larger  propottion  of  Herlno  strains  among  the  flocka  of  the  Sontb 
Island  accounts  for  the  smaller  quota  of  wool  per  sheep.  The  weight  per  sheep 
ehowe  for  the  North  Island  about  8.6  pounds  and  for  the  ^ntb  Island,  6.66  pounds. 

In  apeBking  of  the  MeriDO  sheep  of  Aastrslia,  Mr.  G.  W,  Binney,  of 
Anokland,  who  has  been  for  many  years  one  of  the  best  knowu  and 
most  sncoessfnl  aheep  and  wool  merchants  in  the  country,  tells  me  that 
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he  recently  saw  sold  in  Melbourne,  Victoria,  for  tlie  snm  of  $15,500,  a 
5-year-old  "Merino  (crossed  with  Veroiout  Merino)  sheep,"  which  came 
from  the  "Gibson  Hock,"  of  Tasmania.  When  3  years  old,  this  same 
sheep  was  sold  for  $16,500. 

IMPOBTS  AND  BXPORTS. 

The  total  imports  and  exports  for  the  past  year  were  as  followH : 
Imports,  $38,824,322, against  $33,523,000  for  189C;  exports,  $48,148,069, 
against  $41,701,157  for  1S96. 

Imi>orts  li-om  the  United  States  in  1807  were  $3,05(i,376,  against 
$3,398,405.86  for  1890  and  $l,»18,434.89  for  1895.  The  increase  in 
imports  from  tbe  United  States  to  this  port  in  1897  was  $112,167. 

Exports  for  tbe  year  endiug  the  30th  of  Jane,  1898,  were  $3,692,422, 
agaiDst$l,825,404.68for  1897  and  $1,589,345.36  for  1896.  Itis  gratifying 
to  note  that  the  imports  and  exports  between  the  United  States  and 
this  colony  are  steadily  growing,  the  imports  covering  many  new  arti- 
cles, too  numerous  to  mention  in  detail.  With  the  better  freight  service 
between  Australasian  porta  and  New  York,  which  is  now  thoroughly 
established,  I  am  of  opinion  that  many  oi  America's  products  now 
unknown  here  <ran  be  successfully  introduced  into  these  colonies.  Boots 
and  shoes  of  the  better  class,  furnitnre,  canned  goods,  and  Yankee 
notions  ought  to  find  a  ready  market  in  this  part  of  the  world.  I  have 
]>erHonally  introduced  many  new  articles  iu  this  colony  the  past  year, 
and  am  constantly  in  corresi}onilence  with  American  houses  that  are 
anxious  to  extend  their  sales  to  this  far-off  land. 

le  nalur«  of  tli«  prtK- 
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a  Include!  methjluled  and  jHrfDmed  siilriU.  mid  iplilta  at  wins. 
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Value  of  imporlK  of  Neie  Zealamd,  <irr»Mgedin  grottpt,  eto. — Coutinaed. 
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AUOKLAHS  HABBOB  BOABD. 


Id  bis  annnal  address,  the  retiring  chairman  of  the  Anokland  Harbor 
board  said,  among  other  things,  that  the  past  year  bad  been  a  more 
than  ordinarily  eventful  one;  that  it  had  met  with  a  larger  measure  of 
success  in  its  operations  than  iu  previous  years.    I  quote  as  follows : 


the  spleodid  total  of  £66,668  (9375,776}.    It  wm  a  matter  of  fcnat  aatisfacti 
for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  port,  the  San  Fcanciaco  mail  aleai 


berthed  on  her  last  trip  at  Quay  gtreet  Jetty  No.  2,  and  lay  but  a  few  feet  from  one 
of  theotreets  of  the  city. 

Nature  has  endowed  this  city  with  a  haibor  posaesalDg  unequaled  adrantaf^eg,  and 
but  little  requires  to  be  done  by  ub,  aa  compared  with  what  has  to  be  aocouiplished 
'n  other  placoe,  in  order  to  fit  the  port  for  carrying  on  a  trade  of  the  greatest  luaj^ni- 


'e  moat  gratifying  to  evtryono  having  the  interest  of  this  city  at  lionrt.  The  estab- 
lishment of  the  Vancouver  liue  of  sti^amera  and  the  continuance  of  tbe  San  Franoisco 
service,  in  each  case  Aackland  inevitably  being  the  port  of  call,  are  in  the  immodiate 
foreground,  while  the  opening  of  either  the  Panama  or  the  Nicaragua  canals  will 
enormously  enhance  the  importance  and  trade  of  the  port.  The  trade  of  the  Archi- 
pelagoes of  the  aontb  and  weateru  Paclllo  is  our  natural  inheiitanoe.  In  short,  it  is 
not  alone  the  interchange  of  commodities  with  any  particular  country  upon  wbich 
we  need  bnlld  onr  hopes,  for  evidences  are  abundant  that  commerce,  armed  with  tiie 
"swift  abnttlee  of  an  Empire's  loom,"  ie  destined  to  render  this  port  the  most  elgual 
setrioe,  and  to  bnild  up  a  mighty  city  o:     "      '  ----•'- 


n  the  shoma  of  onr  harbor. 
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I  am  iodebted  to  the  efficient  BecretAry  of  the  board  for  vatoable 
iDfonnatloD,  which  I  have  been  able  to  use  ia  the  pieparatiou  of  that 
part  of  my  report  which  treats  of  the  trade  of  AncklaDd,  which  I  dow 
give.  It  will  be  observed  that  Aaokland  is  an  important  port,  and  that 
its  trade  is  rapidly  increasing.  Its  harbor  ia  one  of  the  best  in  the 
world. 

Vahttof  imporU  tmd  u^ort*  for  thtyar  3S97/or  ike  port  of  Auckland, 
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Shaping  of  AuekUutd. 
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AucELAm),  October  11, 1898. 


FOAKE  BlLLiNQHAH,  Consul. 


STATISTICS  OF  NEW  ZEALAND. 


Through  the  oonrtesy  of  the  registrar-general  of  New  Zealand  I  am 
enabled  to  famish  the  following  interesting  statistics  for  the  years  1897 
and  1887,  which  have  been  very  careftiUy  and  accurately  prepared  and 
which  will,  I  donbt  not,  be  of  interest  to  Americans  in  general: 
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Banks  of  luoe,  OD  deposit  (fear'aavBi- 
an) dollars. 

Savliinbaaki  (paat^Soeaiid  piiTate), 


a  Tbe  oomparlson  la  not  qalte  a  ftlr  ono,  as  in  ISM,  hnldinn  of  exaotlr  1  acre  In  extant  and  oerl 
boldingi  oooDpled  b;  Maoris  ham  been  Indnded  hj  the  Iwparbnent  of  Agrlonltnre,  which  was 
dooBlnlSSt. 


n  alao  IS7  DdlM  of  piivata  rallvaya 


Auckland,  Avguat  i 


FKANK  DiLLEHOHAK,   OoiUttl. 


^dbvGoo^^lc 
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COTTON  GOODS  IN  NEW  ZEALAND.' 

"American  goods,  speaking  generally,  do  not  conform  to  onr  oon- 
ditioDS,"  said  a  well-known  and  prominent  buyer  for  one  of  Aackland's 
largest  wholesale  drapery  bouses  in  an  interview  yesterday.  "The 
m^ority  of  drillings,  decks,  and  denims  are  suitable  to  our  market, 
bat  the  calicos,  sheetings,  aad  printed  cottons  are  too  pore.  The 
designs  and  patterns  of  United  States  goods  are  too  old  fashioned. 
The  British  patterns  are  invariably  copied,  but  by  the  time  they  are 
produced  in  the  United  States,  they  are  out  of  date  in  the  colonies." 

When  asked  for  information  as  to  the  coarser  classes  of  cotton  textiles 
manufactured  and  consumed  in  the  colony,  I  was  told  that  information 
as  to  the  number  of  picks  and  number  of  yards  to  the  pound  can  not 
be  obtained,  as  the  qualities  imported  are  too  numerous.  One  firm  in 
Auckland  alone  imports  scores  of  dififerent  classes,  but  to  get  the  ptu*- 
ticnlars  would  be  impossible. 

I  am  asked  in  the  Department's  instruction  if  there  ia  any  disposition 
in  this  part  of  the  world  to  take  np  American  goods  other  than  the 
ordinary  standard  sheetings  and  drills.  This  is  purely  a  matter  of 
price  and  adaptability.  American  houses  have  sent  men  to  the  colony 
with  samples,  etc,  and  although  prices  have  been  low,  these  agwits 
have  done  but  little  trade,  owing  to  their  goods  not  being  suitable  and 
not  comparing  favorably  with  British  manufactures.  I  understand 
that  some  agents  have  recognized,  upon  going  through  the  colony,  that 
their  classes  of  goods  were  not  satisfactory.  I  recently  saw  samples 
of  a  large  stock  of  American  sheetings  sold  by  a  commercial  traveler 
to  one  of  Auckland's  merchants.  The  price  was  said  to  be  very  low, 
but  the  quality  was  too  pure,  and  the  trade  took  British  manu&ctores 
at  higher  prices  iu  preference. 

The  American  style  of  packing  goods  for  export  to  this  colony  is 
said  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  present  rates  of  freight  from  New  York,  via  the  new  freight 
steamers,  are  considerably  less  than  ft-om  London. 

British  Urms  give  much  longer  credit  than  the  Americans.  British 
manufacturers  ship  to  local  firms  of  good  rating,  and  draw  at  six 
months,  or  even  longer,  from  the  first  day  of  the  month  after  the  ship- 
ment of  goods,  or  six  mouths  after  the  date  of  the  arrival  of  the 
goods  in  the  colony.  The  American  terms  are  always  less  favorable 
and  often  very  severe. 

PASSPOKTS,   LIOENSES,  KABKS. 

pRSsports  are  not  required  in  New  Zealand,  nor  are  licenses  to  aell. 
It  is  necessary  for  goods  made  outside  of  Englaud  to  be  marked. 

TBADG   METHODS. 

American  firms  attempt  to  sell  their  goods  in  this  colony  simply  fri>in 
catalogues  and  price  lists.  This  isagreat  mistake,  and  the  sooner  it  is 
changed  the  better.  Again,  some  of  our  American  dealers,  after  pot- 
ting their  consuls  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  interviewing  the  trade 
in  search  of  some  suitable  firm  to  handle  their  goods,  will,  when  once  a 
party  has  been  induced  to  order  a  shipment,  immediately  draw  upon 
them  for  payment,  although  the  chances  are  two  to  one  that  at  least 

'  In  reply  to  oironlst  of  Ancuat  6. 

Dp  lizsd  by  Google 
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five  or  six  montha  will  intervene  before  the  goods  will  be  received.  This 
is  a  bad  practice,  and  naturally  caases  prejudice  a^inst  Amerioan 
maunfactureB  and  manufactnrere. 

F&ANK   DlLLINQHAM,  Oontul. 

Auckland,  November  32, 1898. 


QUI1ENSLAN1>. 

In  reply  to  the  Department  circular  of  August  5  I  send  herewith  a 
report  on  the  commerce  and  indastries  of  Queensland. 

ImporU  and  export*  of  Quteiulaiid  for  tk«  gear  1897. 

TUPORl-S  II Y  CUUNTBIEfi. 


Counlry. 

r»lne. 

£3,602,000 

SiSI 

so,  US 

'i! 

II 

113,171,083 

t,2»a.3M 

2;5S 

G,S3( 

B,«»,2M 

EXPORTS  BY  COOHTKIBS. 


TnlUd  Klngdoi 

Brltieh  poumaii 
United  Stalea  o 
Sonth  Amerioa 
Oenotmj 

Sonlb  B«*  liiin 

Other  (oreleD  ct 


Large  quantities  of  Qaeenslaud  produce  are  sent  to  Sydney  in  New 
South  Wales,  and  ore  exported  thence  to  other  Anatralian  colonies 
and  foreign  countries,  and  apt>ear  as  exports  from  those  colonies.  There 
being  comparatively  few  vessels  fix>m  Queensland  to  foreign  ports,  and 
the  principal  steamship  lines  having  tlieir  termini  at  Sydney,  the  prod- 
ucts of  Queensland  go  in  a  large  measure  to  swell  tlie  foreign  exports 
of  the  sonthern  colonies  of  Australia.  This  is  notably  the  case  with 
wool. 
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Cotton,  •nnlcn,  lUk.  lUd  llogn  pleee  good* 

IfumAolDrwl  Mtlclaa  of  ootton.  irmtao,  alUc,  Mid  Uaea 
bubeRtMbeiT,  st« 

Baga,Hi^a,iraali>aiilu,(xiidag*,tiriM 

MoTinatAla,  Ini^dlnBmMUnaiT  hiwdwmiv... 


BowlDg  BMhinM  . .' 


«,  mid  tduitiflo  Id 


Anlda,  ■IkiklJ.  obenlciig.  dtuga,  iDdodiBi  oplam,  gums,  st 
Pidnti»  windinr  fend  plmtr  ffuAfl,  pftper  tuaglDgi,  etc. . .  > , 

FiirnitiiTe.bTiubw>i«,oUiTolh,  nutting,  wotr" '- 

Fbmt,  book>,itittianBn',  prlntinitmauna]... 

Saddlai;  Mid  harnau.  leathBr  wan 

Tuio  J  EDodm«  comb*,  p«rf  iimBiy,  tofB,  nto.  _ . .. 

Uulcu  InitrmneDtii 

Jewell?,  waldiee,  clock*,  plMod  v. 

CoeL  cue,  abale 

Timber,  oamanl,  ■!■(«■.  door*,  elo 

Patent  leather,  eto.  (leatbar  cat  into  ahapee) .  ■ 

Hemp,  flax,  JntB.  and  other  Slien 

BIdei, iklna, boRiB,  tdlow.etc 

Qnano,  maunna.  Inhm* 

BaniDn  and  apede  (ooln) 

Spliila,  wise,  and  beer 

Tobaoco,ElgarB.ai]daauff. 


Coflbe.  coooa,  eM 

011a  iB  bnik;'hm«MM,'uiu>«»d.'ca 


Floor,  grain, 
Qreenhnlt. 


, — . — ,  oata,  b^ley,  irbeat,  ate 

■eedi.  pUnta.  vegetablea 

Jim  vabile.  Bbeep,  borMa,  piin,«to. _-..----....... 

otIiHCinlweUaDeonBpenonal  effect*,  eta 

Govenunent  aoooant,  atores,  ntllwar  materlala,  et 


3S,701 

IS,  Ml 
lT,<ni 


S-lOO 
101,707 
U,3M 


Gold,  In  doat  and  ban  . . 


dldor 


C^per  ore,  cegnlne. 

Silver  ore 

Tin  ore,  alag,  and  amelled 

Specie  (coin) 

Drapery,  appnral.  alike,  eta 

Shell  S  eh  {oyaten)  and  btehedemer  . 

Fmlt.  green 

Qraln,  pulae,  etc 

Hldei  and  aklna 

Paul  afaoU  and  tortolaesbell 

Pnaarred  meet,  aalt  meat,  and  fteien 


lead,  bnlllon,  allTer  preolpltali 


wlonlal .. 


Somr, . 

TaMow 

Timber  (logi  ■ 


Clean  (weight,  20,U1,1««  ponnde)  . . .. 

QreuT  (wdiht,  UI.418,tTil  ponndil... 

Lls^e  BCock  (homed  oattle.  aheep.  boreee. 


1.574,091 
SU,5U 
3M,S73 


^dbvGoo^^lc 


AUSTSALABIA:    NEW   ZEALAND.  1215 

Queenaland  statistics  for  the  year  1807  are  as  follows: 

Arta  of  eoUmg. 

SqoaiamtlM. 

Mkinluid 666,256 

lalanda 2,241 

Totol 668,  *97 

Population — Foot  hundred  uid  eighty-four  thonaand  mtod  hundred. 

Total  nnmbtr  ofaortt  Hwbr  oropt. 
0«ti,  harley,  rje,  rioe,  whe»t S9,8T5 


Total 371,8 


Homed  cattle. 


Sheep !r.;!! !!!!;;  """""i"'''..'""!"'"";'.".".;.''!'.;!.'"!;."."!  17,7»/,883 


Qn^Uty. 

Taltu. 

^_^ 

SSB  101 

Sffi 

^ 

£aJIitiay« .-  Open,  3,609  miles;  eleotrio  telegraph,  10,090  mile*. 


Fooi  framing  i%d**tri*». 


Batter  faetoriea  .. 

C'reamerlee 

iilonr  mills.. 


BicemiUs,  etc.. 


Ice 18  I  Sngarmll] 


landroflneriee.. 


Boots  and  shoes, 

ClothiDg 

Woolen  cloth 

Cotton 

Othen,  hats,  ahlrto. 


BrlokkilnH 

Lime  kilns 

Potteries 

Stone  breaking . . 


BMding  mattriaU. 


SawmOla 

Honomental  works.. 
I  Other  work 


r..,z.d.vCo(>t^lc 


COUMEBCUX  BELATIONB. 
Matal  worii  and  auiakiiiarj. 


ARTicnltnral  implemBUtB  .. 

Bioaa  foandriee 

Copppr  foUDdriee 

flnWBDiEediroii 

Irou  WDtke  and  foaadries. . 


EftilwAf  oarria^^ 4 

Smelting 5 

Stove 8 

Tluamitiia 59 

Wire  works 3 

Other  bnwolias 58 


Bo&t  building 11 

Docks  and  slips :.  3 

Saila,  tents,  eto U 

Bedding  and/itr»ilure. 


Book*,  paper,  binding,  «tc. 

Bookbinding 15 

l-rinUng 120 

Boxes  ADd  iMgs ■ 5 

FeAiofM,  *a4dl»ry,  and  kanttt*. 

Carriage  and  wagon  faotoriss 97 

Soddienr  audharnesB 53 

Ligtit,  niel,  and  beat,  Hud  electric  supply ... 4 

Gasaudooke 14 


Chemlools 3D 

Soap  and  caudles 26 

Tobaeco 9 

Portmanteans  and  bags i 

Rop«  and  twine 3 

Sundry  others U 

Hands  employed  in  factories 23,S43 

Machinery  and  plant  employed  (valne) £3, 694, 801 =«1T,  960, 749 

Goods manafaotured (TBlue) £6,214,8L7=«3^344,4aT 

Patml*  and  Irade-rnarkM. 

Appi  1  nation  s  fbr  patents 669 

Patents  granted 381 

TrademarksreviBterttd 331 

Copyrlghta  registered 18 

Copyrighta,  flnoarts 21 

ArlMitM  bore* — tluee  hnndred  and  forty-four. 

In  conaeqaence  of  there  being  no  bnreaa  of  statietics  in  this  colony 
and  so  many  articles  being  euumerated  nnder  a  general  beading,  it  \a 
impossible  for  me  to  compile  this  report  with  the  accoraeythat  I  desire. 
For  this  reason,  also,  I  am  anable  to  get  details  of  commerce  to  Jnoe 
30, 1898,  as  the  reports  for  this  Uovemmeut  are  made  up  to  December 
31  each  year.  I  have  endeavored  t«  ascertain  particulars  np  to  tbe 
30th  of  June,  1808,  bat  have  been  unable  to  obtain  it,  either  ftom  offi- 
cial or  onofflcial  sources. 
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WAQEB. 

At  the  moment  of  vriting,  baildiug  trades  are  very  brisk,  and  labor 
of  this  kind  is  very  Hcarce;  domestic  help  is  also  iu  great  demand,  and 
almost  unobtainable.  The  wages  giveu  in  the  table  below  are  now  paid 
iu  the  various  trades: 


uidlodglnE. 

■^  lodging. 

Artitam. 

2.43 
I.94ta  £.43 
L70t«  3.19 
l.TOto  2.43 
1.46  to  2.19 

2.43 
l.TOto  2.43 
1.4a to  2.19 
1.94 to  2.43 

3,43 
l.TOto  2.43 
1.48  to  2.19 
1.4ato  2.43 
1. 46 to  I.M 
LSato  2.43 
1.S3UI  2.43 
l.Mto  Lg2 
2,43to  2.93 

3.43 

^43 
L31IO  1.94 
1.70(0  2.43 

-..pw^y. 

::::;:;:t:: 

^SS^S 

^s^ 

-peruiDDni.. 

... per  week. - 

Sh«f«.  {buid  lOMhlu. 

H»rrlodoonplo>wlthon 
Hurled  conples  irlth  fa 
Uarhtd  oooplea  vJtb  fai 

...fetHoin.- 

males  and  rMMiaampUt 
lamUj 

.peruiDnm- 

...p.r«jk.. 

.■S=:- 

lES""-- 

sS^^..^!^:::::::: 

.permontb. 

Id  b,  Google 


COUHESCIAL  BSIATIOKS. 


Though  the  duty  on  most  articles  ia  (Ms  oolony  Is  25  per  cent  ad 
valorem^  yet  there  are  large  nombers  of  United  Stetes  prodacts  which 
are  admitted  free,  as  the  taeiS  does  not  discriminate  in  any  way  between 
goods  manafactnred  in  Great  Britain  or  elsewhere. 

Some  of  the  more  important  articles  on  the  f^^e  list  are  agrienltnTal 
machines  and  machinery  of  all  kinds;  bicycle  and  tricycle  parts  and 
accessories,  rongh  and  nufinisbed;  minor  »tioles  required  in  the  mak- 
ing Dp  of  apparel — boots,  shoes,  saddlery,  vehicles,  etc. ;  dental  and 
surgical  appliances;  most  drugs  and  chemicals;  dyes;  ezplosiveB; 
jewelers'  tools;  joiners'  machinery;  diamond  rock  accessories;  carding 
and  spinning  machinery ;  looms;  cotton-seed  oil;  saddlen^ironDumgery; 
iron  wire — plain,  barbed,  and  galvanized. 

The  port  regulations  apply  equally  to  vessels  of  all  nationalities,  and 
wharfage  dues  on  goods  imported  are  payable  by  the  importers.  The 
complete  list  of  harbor  dues  ou  goods  imported  into  this  colony,'  as 
well  as  the  marine  reealationB,  pilotage  rates,  and  exemption  and  dock 
dues,  will  be  found  in  detail  in  Statistics  of  Queensland,  1897,'  sent 
herewith. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  tiie  eminent  American  en^eer,  Mr.  Lindon 
Bates,  is  advising  this  Government  with  a  view  to  improving  harbcnr 
Jollities,  and  when  a  coarse  is  finally  adopted  I  will  make  a  fiirther 
report  on  this  question. 

The  city  of  Brisbane  is  situated  on  the  Brisbane  Biv«-,  9  miles  from 
the  mou^,  which,  in  turn,  is  40  miles  iiom  Oape  Moretou,  the  entrance 
to  Moreton  Bay.  It  is  necessary  for  sailing  vessels  to  employ  a  steam 
tng  up  and  down  the  river,  which  at  the  present  time  carries  a  depth 
of  20  feet,  bat  befbre  long  this  depth  will  be  considerably  augmented. 

TBAS8P0BTATI0H. 

The  iDtemal  transportation  facilities  are  by  means  of  railways, 
owned  and  operated  by  the  Queensland  (Government.  The  total  length 
open  for  tratBc  is  2,635  miles.  Lines  start  £rom  each  of  the  principal 
coast  ports  of  Queensland,  viz,  Brisbane,  Maryborougb,  Bnndabwg, 
Bockhampton,  and  Townsville,  and  run  into  the  interior.  Commam- 
cation  with  the  distant  cattJe  ranches  and  sheep  stations  is  by  means 
of  bullock  drays.  There  are  no  rivers  suitable  for  transportation  more 
than  50  miles  &om  the  month. 

There  is  regular  steamer  service,  both  passenger  and  cargo.  Bates 
of  freight  are  kept  moderate  by  competition. 

The  ocean  trausportation  from  the  United  States  is  b^  a  line  of 
steamers  &om  New  York  via  the  southern  ports  of  Australia,  and  also 
by  sailing  vessels.  Several  lines  of  steamers  ply  from  Great  Britain 
via  other  Australian  ports,  and  one  line  of  mail  steamers,  viz,  the 
British  India  Steamship  Company,  plies  direct  between  Queensland 
ports  and  Great  Britain  via  Torres  Straits  and  Batavia. 

Queensland  is  being  brought  into  closer  commtmicatioa  with  the 
United  States,  by  a  line  of  steamers  between  New  York  and  BrisbancL 
The  time  occupied  by  sailing  vessels  was  about  120  days,  whereas  now 
the  time  is  less  than  half,  with  a  very  small  increase  in  the  rate  of 
freight 

l^ere  are  95  steam  vMsels  of  a  tonnage  of  13,810  and  14S  sailing 

'  Filed  for  reference  in  Bnreaa  of  Foreign  Commerce,  Department  of  Bteto. 


/.oo^^lc 


AUSTBALASU:    NEW   ZEALAND.  1219 

veasele  with  a  tonnage  of  9,991  registered  in  QaeenBland.  The  steam 
vessels  are  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  the  sailing  vessels  in 
the  trade  with  the  Soath  Sea  Islands,  hriaging  colored  labor  to  Queens- 
land to  work  the  sagar  plantations.  There  are  no  vessels  owned  in 
Queensland  employed  in  trade  with  other  countries. 


The  coal  mines  of  this  le^on  are  excellent  and  the  product  is  reputed 
to  he  the  best  in  Austraha  for  steam  coal,  but  for  gaa-making  pur- 
poses, it  is  not  eqnal  to  the  coal  raised  in  Kewcastle,  ^ew  South  Wales. 
The  total  quantity  raised  in  1897  was  35B,i07  tons:  valae,  £139,889 
(9679,000). 


There  are  no  Ucenaee  required  in  Qaeensland  for  carrying  on  busi- 
ness, except  for  hawkers,  publicans,  ete.  Oommerdal  travelers  need 
no  bcenses,  nor  are  passports  required. 

There  are  no  laws  or  regulations  of  a  discriminating  charaoter,  and 
no  taxes  or  excises  in  addition  to  tariff  rates. 

There  is  no  law  requiring  goods  to  be  marked  so  as  to  show  the  coon- 
try  of  origin,  unless  the  goods  come  to  this  colony  tbrough  Great  Britain, 
when  l^ey  come  under  the  requirements  of  the  British  trade-marks  act. 

POSTAL  BATES. 

The  existing  postal  rates  are  as  follows:  Domestic  letters,  2  cents  per 
one-half  ounce  for  delivery  within  any  town  or  city  boundaries,  and  4 
cents  per  one-half  ounce  for  delivery  iu  any  town  in  Queensland  or 
Australasia,  N^ew  Zealand,  or  Tasmania.  Newspapers  printed  or  pub- 
lished in  Queensland,  to  any  place  in  Australasia,  not  exceeding  2 
ounces,  1  cent,  and  for  newspapers  not  printed  in  Queensland,  2  cents 
for  every  2  ounces. 

The  postage  on  foreign  letters,  that  is,  outside  of  the  Australian 
colonies,  is  5  oents  per  one-half  ounce,  and  on  newspapers,  4  cents  fbr 
every  2  ounces. 

Detailed  information  in  regard  to  postal  rates,  electric-telegraph  rates, 
and  patent  fees  will  be  found  on  pages  247-249  of  volume  Statistics  of 
Queensland,  1897,  sent  herewith.^ 


The  revenue  returns  that  have  so  far  been  completed,  but  which  are 
not  yet  available,  warrant  the  statement  that  a  large  increase  may  be 
expected  in  all  the  principal  hues  of  export  during  the  current  year. 

The  lines  of  manufiuiture  in  operation  in  Queensland  are  common  to 
all  countries,  and  show  no  improvements  in  machinery  or  other  means 
of  workmanship.    Improved  machines  in  use  are  mostly  American. 

Wheat  growing  is  being  rapidly  advanced  in  this  colony;  there  are 
at  present  69,875  acres  under  cultivation,  and  the  average  yield  for  the 
present  year  is  expected  to  be  15  bushels  to  the  acre.  The  bushel  con- 
tains 60  pounds  of  wheat. 


>  See  footnote,  p.  1318. 
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The  following  table  ahows  the  acreage  ondet  ciiltiv«tioD,  from  1892  to 
1897,  in  tlie  crops  meatioDed  below : 


c»,. 

iBM. 

!««. 

im. 

18SS. 

««. 

««. 

u.sai 

MB 

"'^'S 

w 

27,  MO 

S5.8n 

^™?H 

31.T42 

»;ns 

28.  MT 

s»,«s 

The  machinery  at  present  in  ose  iu  the  sugar  mills  ia  almost  entirely 
obtained  from  Great  Britain. 

Id  forwarding  this  necessarily  brief  report  on  the  commerce  and  indns  - 
tries  of  Queeualaad,  I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the  book,  Qaeensland 
Past  and  Present:  an  epitome  of  its  resonrces  aud  development,  by 
Thomhill  Weedon,  published  by  authority  of  the  Government,  and  con- 
taining a  map.  This  is  the  most  comprehensive  work  of  its  kindextuit 
on  Queensland,  and  forms  a  valnable  reference  book.' 

W.  J,  Wbathbeill, 

Conmlar  AgaU. 

Bbisbane,  December  9, 1898. 


TASMAKIA.' 

The  offioial  statistics  for  the  colony  for  1897  are  not  yet  completed, 
but  by  the  courtesy  of  the  statistician,  I  am  fornished  with  advance 
sheets  and  also  with  the  figures  for  the  present  year  to  the  30th  of  Jane. 

Imptn-ta  for  1807. 

United  Kingdom  (direct) *1,9S*,481 

Australasian  culonies 4,534,608 

Germftny 68,733 

America 93,661 

Sweden 3^296 

VoriouB ^068 

Total 6,663,836 

The  imports  from  the  Australasian  colonies  mainly  consist  of  British, 
American,  and  foreign  goods,  which  are  tran8shii>ped  there  or  pnrohaBed 
from  colonial  importers.  American  goods  are  prinoipally  obtained 
through  the  latter  source,  though  there  are  transshipments  of  direct 
orders  by  local  importers.  Tobacco  and  kerosene  alone  were  imported 
to  the  valne  of  $236,040,  and.  aa  these  items  would  be  almost  excln- 
fiively  American,  the  nselessnesa  of  statistics  of  imports,  as  given  above, 
iu  showing  conutry  of  origin,  is  clear. 

Priiunpal  export*  for  1897. 

Fralt  (preaerred  aail  grean) 4919,333 

PotatoeB 631,610 

Hope 89,755 

macg,  Bkine,  et« 908,630 

Wool 1,290,837 

Minerals  aod  metala  (gold,  gftleua,  copper,  tla,  «to.) 4,481,800 

The  total  produce  of  the  island  was  $8,379,913. 

'  flee  footnote,  p.  iai8.  '  Iu  reply  to  clnaUr  of  August  5. 


AUSTRALASIA:   TASMANIA  AMD  TICTOBIA. 
Import*  nad  ezporta  for  tix  auHilki  of  1898. 

For  the  six  months  eudiiig  Jane  30,  the  totals  were: 


The  foregoing  figures  show  that  this  colony,  like  the  rest  of  the  groap, 
is  emerging  teoxa  the  depression  which  has  affected  them  all  since  1892. 
This  result  has  been  considerably  aided  by  the  expansion  of  mining. 
The  population,  too,  firom  1891  to  1897,  has  increased  from  155,940  to 
168,916.  The  mineral  exports  have  increased  in  the  last  decade  from 
«2,691,780  to  (4,484,800. 

The  developments  in  mining  may  be  expected  to  cootinne  for  many 
years.  The  mineral  area  is  very  extensive,  bnt  ttie  coantry  is  monn- 
taiDons,  densely  wooded  in  parts,  has  a  heavy  rainfall,  and  is  most 
difficult  of  access  generally. 

American  manufactures,  especially  agricultoral  machinery  and  imple- 
ments, tools,  cycles,  boots,  and  shoes,  are  becoming  better  known. 

Trade  bas  been  mainly  of  a  retail  character.  Importers  supply 
themselves  principally  through  the  representatives  of  American  manu- 
fiMitarers  in  Sydney  and  Melbourne,  in  small  qnantitieB  to  meet  their 
reqairements.  There  being  little  indncement  for  vessels  to  load  for 
Tasmanian  ports,  those  importers  who  order  direct  Irom  the  United 
States  procure  the  goods,  as  already  indicated,  via  an  Australian 
port.  Increase  of  business  will  depend  upon  the  relative  prices  and 
quality  of  goods.  If  these  be  in  favor  of  the  American  article,  any 
conservatism  that  exists  can  be  easily  overcome.  The  question  of 
credits  is,  I  believe,  hardly  a  factor  in  the  case.  The  practice  of  giving 
these  was  mainly  confined  to  soft;  goods,  and  is  now  mucli  less  general, 
A.  G.  Wbbsteb,  Oongul, 

HOBAET,  October  39,  1898. 


VICTOEIAJ 

Both  tbe  imports  and  exports  of  the  colony  of  Victoria  during  the 
past  year  show  a  substantial  increase  over  those  of  1896.  The  total 
imports  during  1897  amount  in  valae  to  (75,209,236,  and  the  exports  to 
(81,463,604,  the  figures  for  1896  being  (70,831,114  and  (69,097,087, 
respectively. 

The  principal  articles  imported  and  exported  during  the  year  are 
shown  in  the  following  list,  compiled  from  the  Statistical  Begister  of 
Victoria  for  1897.  The  values  therein  given  are  those  declared  by  the 
importers,  except  as  to  goods  subject  to  ad  valorem  duty,  ^vhich  are 
given  at "  the  fair  market  value  thereof  in  the  principal  markets  of  the 
coantry  whence  the  same  were  exported,  with  10  per  centnm  added." 

Imporle. 
Appuel ftnd  slops $830,594  |  Coffee.... (235,300 


„     indiacke 832,487 

Beer,  cider,  and  perry 420, 309 

Books 822,746 

BootH  and  shoes 166,276 

Bntter  Mid  oheeee 57,721 

Candles 48,922 

CarpeliDK  anddmicKetiDK---  296,854 

Co»l 1,112,710 


Cotton  p 

nfactnroB  . .". 4,476,530 

Cntlsry 172,566 

DmKB  and  chemicali 634,871 

EarlbeD nitre,  brown  ware, 

ehina  wue,  and  poroelain.  355, 308 

Fancy  goods 307,446 

Fiih 486,088 


reply  to  circnlar  of  Aagnst  5. 


COHHEBCIAI.  BEIiATIOna 


Import* — ConUniied.  - 


Flour  (including  bread  and 

bUonit) 

Frnit 

Furniture  and  apholaCery 

OlaHand  glaasware 

Gold  <exidnsiTfl  of  specie). 

OaU 

Wheat 

Other  (incladingmalt  and 

Haberdaaheiy 

Hardware  and  ironmongery . . 

Hala,  caps,  aod  boaneta 

HidM,  akiua,  andpelta 

Hop* 

Iron  and  steel  (exclnaive  of 
railway  rails,  telegraphic 
wire,  wire  iietting,  etc 

Jeweliy 

Leather,  leather  ware,  and 
leathern  olotb 

IdneQ  piece  goods  and  maon- 
factnreB 

Live  atook : 

Cattle 

Hacbinery  (ineludiDg  steam 
eDgioea  and  boilon) 

Apparel  and  slops 

Bark 

Bonee  and  bone  dast 

Boots  and  shoes 

Butter  and  cbeeae 

Candles 

Coffee 

Floar  ondbiscnit 

Gold  (ezcloalve  of  specie)  . . . 
Bpeele: 

Gold 

Bilrer 

Oats 

Wheat 

Other  (inclndingmalt  and 

rice) 

Hardware  and  ironmongery 
(ioeladiDg  galvanized  iron- 
Hay,  straw,  and  ohuBT 

Hides..... 

Horns  and  hoofb 

Leather,  leather  ware,  and 

leathern  cloth . 

Live  stock : 

Cattle 


«113,73D 
^060 
109,213 
324, 08t 
413, 83D 
10,131,863 


i23,730 
1,  IT?,  950 

739,586 

274, 176 

1,388,373 

96,595 

700,041 


490,031 
207,703 


«797,493 
86,102 
38,870 


33,467 
65,877 
286,667 
943,184 

1,554,354 
11,296 


Hateheaand  VMtaa 

Heals: 

Fresh  beef. 

Fresh  inntton 

FroEenbeef 

Frozen  mntton 

Preserved 

8*lted  (beef  and  mntton) . 

Unsical  inslmnienta 

NailaoDdsorews 

Oil  of  all  kinds 

Oilmen's  stores 

Oplam . 

Paints  and  oolors 

Paper  (Inol  ading  paper  bags) . 

Sewing  machinea 

Silks  and  silk  mannftectarea . . 

stationery .. 

Sngar  and  molaaaeB 

Tea.. 


Timber 

Tobacco,  cigars,  and  snuff 

Tools  andntensils 

Watches,  docks,  and  watch- 
makers* matecials 

Wine 

Wool 

Woolens  and  woolen  piece 


Live  stock— Continued . 

Sheep 

Horeea 

Machinery  (inolndlng  s: 
enginea  and  boUeta) . . . 
Meata: 

Fresbbeef. 

Fresh  mntton 

Frozen  beef 

Frozen  mntton 


Salted  (beef  and  mn  tton ) . 

Oils  of  aU  Wnds 

Potatoes  

Skins  and  pelts 

Spiritfl - 

Stationery 

Sngar  and  molasses 

Taflow 

Tea 

Timber 

Tin,  tin  ore,  and  black  sand.. 
Tobaooo,  cigars,  and  snaff ... 

Wine 

Wool 

Woolens  'and   woolen    pieoe 


3,716 
196,188 
61,386 
3C9 
39(^228 
34,930 

1SS,%3 

72,033 

313, 2B8 

1.318,324 

95,179 

1,48S,04S 

124,869 

1,217,369 

215,293 


308,033 

203,891 
316,425 

9,581,363 

2,943,731 


24,108 
606,542 

9^769 

2,067 

296,811 

309,762 

1,619,634 

73,884 
410, 119 
198,388 
781,536 
791,219 
758,668 
129,871 

29,598 
412,153 
314,098 


^dbvGoo^^lc 


AU8TEALAB1A:   TICTOBIA.  1223 

The  trade  of  the  colony  of  Victoria  with  various  coantries  for  the 
rear  1897  is  set  tortii  in  the  fbllowiug  table: 


C«llitoy. 

Import.. 

Bip««^ 

1    .^,_         ,     , 

2,S718Sfi 

ws 

1.0T8.0<n 

SIS 

-       312.320 

183, 8»7 

u.ou 

•24, 1(2.  an 

M,Ga),OM 

■■SSJS 

raloio 

1;S 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  articles  imported  f 
exported  to  the  United  States  during  1897: 


Frt»eipal  tmportt. 


Aima  and  unmnnltion 

Blaokiiig 

Broom  com 

Bicycles  and  bioycle  parts.. 

Carriace  mftteilals 

Clocks 

Coffee,  raw . . 


Cordage, 

Faito;  goods 

Fish,  preserved 

Fatnitue  and  npholslery 

OlsBBware 

Qrsin,  barley 

Grease,  an tlfriotloii 

Grindery 

Hardware  and  iiomnongery . . 

Implements,  agTioDltnral 

India-rubber  goods 

Organs,  oabinet   

Instramente,  soi^tiflo 


wIm" 


Leath 

Kid,«Blfkid,etc.. 

Other 

MachineTT: 

Agrioaltoral 


30,448 

7,980 
18,910 


6,015 
16,438 
15,294 
20,390 
66,191 


10,974 

9,966 
68,809 
29,168 

6,890 
20,4B4 

79,679 


Machinery — Contina  ed . 

Cream  separators 

Other 

Machines,  sewing 

Moctiine  tools 

Malzena  and  corn  floor . . 

Mannfac  tares  of  metals . . 

Manures,  no  described  ... 

Medicines 

OU 

Oilmen's  stores 

Printing,  anont 

Paper 

Plated  ware 

Hesin 

Sausage  skins 

Boap,  perfumed 

Spirits 

Stationery 

Slates,  roofing 

Olncose  

Timber 

Tobaooo 

Tools  and  atenslls 

Turpentine 

Wax,  paraffin 


1(^867 

37,602 
84,214 


204,621 
11,717 
10,430 
23,290 
18,146 
10,360 
17,298 
19,689 
19,372 
13,508 

276, 16r, 

>aoo,ooo 

84,792 

28,701 


PrlM<paI  ft^portf. 
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1224  COMMEUCIAL   EBI-ATTONS. 

The  honorable  collector  of  costoms  for  the  ooIoDy  has  kindly  for- 
nished  me  the  followiag  retnm  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States, 
for  the  half  year  ended  Jnne  30, 1S9S: 


Adda 

Apparel  and  slopa 

Arms  And  ammanition 

Belting!'!!  !!!.'*!."!!".'! 

Bic;cle«  and  bioycle  parts  . 

Blacking 

Booka,  printed 


Braiswaie 

Bottles 

Boxes,  oardboanl 

Broom  com  and  millet . . 

Bnubware 

Canvas 


Carpeting 

Carriages  ftnd  carriage  parts.. 

China  ware 

Clocks 

Coooa 

Coffee,  raw 

Confectionery 

Copper,  sheet 

Cordage 

Cotton  pieo 

Cntlery 

Dmgeand  chemicals 

Dyes 

Earthenware 

Electric-light  fittings 

Engines 

Essences  and  essential  oils 

Fancy  goods 

Felt  sheathing 

Fiber 

Fish,  preserred 

Frnibi,  bottled  and  canned 

Furniture  and  npholstery 

Olauware , 

Gloves 

Glue 

Glycerin 

Goodji,  not  ennmerated 

Government  stores 

Grease,  antl  friction 

Grindery 

Haberdfujiery  

Hardware  anil  ironmongery  .. 

Hollow  wnro 

Hose 

Implementfl,  ngri cultural 

India-rubber  goods 

Ink 

Instruments: 

Musical 

Scientific  ,. 

Jewelry.. 


;X;: 


!|  Lead  pipe 

J  Leather 

''  Leatherware 

'  Linen  piece  goods 

Ij  Machiucrf : 

I  Agricultnral 

I  Cream  separators 

j  Other 

.'■  Machines,  sewing 

II  Machine  tools 

I  Maizena  and  corn  Sonr .. 

Mannfactnree  of  metale  ■ 

Mata  and  rugs.. 

Matting 

'I  Meats 


Medicinal  roots. . 

Mastatd 

Hails 

'  Naplitha 

I   Oan,a8b 


I  Paints 

:  Paintings  and  engravings  .. 

Paper 

I,  Perfnmery 

Fitch  and  tar 

!  Plaster  of  paria 

I  Plated  wore 

!|  Printing  materials 

I  Provisiona,  infants'  food,  eb 

<  Saddlers'  ironmongery  . 

l|  Salt 

,   Sausage  skins 


13,215  I  Seeds.. 


«3,495 
10,315 
%320 


11,))90 
6,220 
6,060 


Soa{i 

Stationery : 

MaunfBctnred 

Other 

Steel , 

Stones,  slatea,  etc ■, 

Sugar,  glucose 16,* 

Tilea,  retorts,  etc 

Timber 

Tobacco: 

Manufaotured 

Unman  nf^tuted  . 

Tools  and  utensils 

Turpentine 

Twine  and  linee 

Umbrellas 

Vamlsb 

Vegetables,  bottled  - . . 

Watches 

Wax 

Wooden  wore ■ 

Woolen  mannfactnres 


Total l,fil8,8B0 


1,500 
8,880 

l,ffiO 
7,110 


307,596 
61,  ^> 
39, 4:8 
9,020 
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AUSTRALASIA:    VICTOBU.  1225 

"Wliile  the  exportB  to  the  Uoited  States  daring  the  year  1897  ehoTP  a 
decrease  of  $442,336^  attribatable  to  a  bad  wool  season,  the  imports,  on 
the  other  hand,haTe  improved  to  the  extent  of  $346,958,  with  every  pros- 
pect of  a  still  ftirtber  gaio  during  the  present  year. 

The  consamption  of  the  products  of  the  TJuited  States  in  Victoria  was 
greater  daring  1897  than  any  previous  year  since  1890^  a  steady  increase 
since  that  year  being  noticeable.  ~  This  improvement  in  the  trade  of  the 
two  oonntries  is  doubtless  due  to  the  recovery  of  the  colony  irom  the 
collapse  of  the  recent  "land  boom"  and  to  the  renewed  activity  dis- 
played by  American  business  houses  in  poshing  trade  here.  The  repre- 
sentatives of  our  manufacturers  are  now  more  numeroas  here  and  better 
equipped  than  of  recent  years,  and  splendid  resnlts  are  accruing  to  their 
efforts  in  canvassing  the  Aastralian  markets.  The  geographical  posi- 
tion of  these  colonies  mast  always  make  them  large  purchasers  of  oar 
products  and  mannfactares,  and  the  present  volume  of  trade  between 
the  two  conntries  will  nnqnestionably  grow  to  vast  dimensions.  It  is 
pleasing  to  note  the  acceptance  by  the  Victorian  Bail  way  eommisBioners 
of  the  tender  of  a  Pennsylvania  steel  company,  for  a  supply  of  steel 
rails  to  the  value  of  $500,000.  Other  American  tenders  for  the  supply 
of  engines,  etc.,  have  also  been  successful  here,  against  keen  foreign 
competition. 

JOHn  P.  BsAT,  Congul-Qeneral. 

Melboubns,  October  10, 1898. 


DBCZ.ARED  BZPORTS,  AnSTRAJUASIA. 


Qoirtet 

eudlDE- 

Tcrt*l 

Sept.  so. 

Dec  31. 

H«.31. 

Jnnaaa. 

NmW  SODIH    W*L18. 

»m4ST.«» 

"'■S:!} 

•74,814.  SS 

«13«.806.6T 

*^?2-S 

m.*67.«« 

«a028.«6 

T4.814.B6 

13«,80B.11T 

8gT.iu.ia 

i.m.«g».m 

SI. 

Ta,407.6e 

1,!1^00».7! 

14,4*8.38 

3, 818,  «M.  11 

ss^Mi.ag 
Km  05 

14.  £84.  to 

2,073.12 

T^M1.81 
08,711.46 
S£>8.83 

4Gi  ho!  to 

£8,  8%.  14 

81014.  ES 
H8.41^S0 

Skin*.  k«i|lan»  and  othor. .. . 

i,8n,i(«.H 

1.283,  MS.  00 

1,410.5E3.H 

151,931.48 

4, 707. 480.38 

NSWZUIJJID. 

lOT.M 
l,«T0.3a 

ULBS 

81.41 

era.™ 

2,188.58 

iBi.n 

4.ET2.eR 
4Z«:88b1h 

344.  io 

S30,BTE.gS 
iMa,212.M 

M8.ie 

1,SC3.8] 
4Sl,'47l!n 

SOS,  HO.  on 

us,  HO.  00 

i,<eo.izi.N 

^••'."■.?^ 

I1,0BS.»7 

a,UB.4a 

"■SSS 

COHMSBCIAL  BELATIOMi. 


Artlols. 

T<M>L 

a«pt.so. 

Deo.  Bl. 

Uu.Sl. 

June  SO. 

Sbw  ZKAI-U«I>-ContlLOMl. 

•lau 

•10.40 

»l,8».0ft 

si'ii 

•iM.'w 

S,H«.0O 

i,7aa.c 

4,170.30 

fl.43S.Sl 

'■'£S 

iSS 

<,M3.(e 

Mr,  730.00 

Tm.KA.St 

i,na.«».M 

813, 184.  to 

CH>ISn»<»CB. 

1>.%^ 

ss,?S:S 

m.B» 

-ii'iaa 

*JR-S 

IB,  824. 87 

H,(«2.il 

U.O0fc7B 

28.BW.8S 

7S,W*.« 

Dumna. 

l,B2B.0a 
si;  687. 00 

6,072.00 

170.  OD 

AOltOO 

1:S£S! 

08,318.00 

3IStS.<» 

1^868.00 

Mu-oo 

»7.itt.OO 

tSBTZ.00 

28. 084.08 

at.-m.n 

mLLraoTOK. 

1M.82 

■"ii:«;M 

»6.'m 
3S,BU.Ba 

«K 

■■■■»«i:w 

18,811.73 

13,011.78 

no.  00 

Bmply    w.m«il>    cjljndon 

a7,Mi.i« 

»,too.u 

St.  448.80 

8S,nL0O 

lB7  0ai«4 

QuuHsuim. 

801.38 

i.-w-M 

'mis 

7. 7*1. 01 

80L2S 

8,082.28 

Sod™  Anar«iLii. 

a,gM.»6 

3,  met 

Bn.4S 

'Its 

ti.m.w 

ss.ssa.58 

S.7U.1> 

ts,sta.sa 

l,38B.8t 

S2L4a 

ttDts.ai 

til 

8,0(X>.<» 

,«s 

8kW  k>Ds«o;;'*^'ou>^:"" 

I&.UI.VB 

1,3SD.BB 

l,2».gO 

2.8».tS 
G08.6S 

4ai 

h43«.CB 

«.»! 

1,100,82 

>,«KI.71 

1,871,  U2.lt 

198,0(8.37 

S,UI.G1 

107B.1BI.8S 

idbyGoOgIc 


POLYNESIA. 


TTAWATTATJ  ISLANDS. 


Article. 

Qiuitor  ending— 

Sept.  SO. 

Dee.»l. 

MH.B1. 

JnaetO. 

mm. 

•27. « 

«£ 

818,812.71 

1(2.50 

•W.J8 

W.M 

1,M1.M 

Betnined  AmarlomD  eooda.... 

2,  MO.  81 

818, 002.  W 

l,71i,«».28 

m,IX3.W 

a.3U.7B 

8U.«M.07 

1,720.287.78 

8,»1.10 

10,496.00 

16,8B4.W 
22,«U.» 

e,*M.7B 

31,IS«.M 

i,m.(» 

S,U4.Da 

£:££» 

2S.M7.U 

2,1m.  00 

S.S12.M 
800.88 

10S,1«.0« 

LOKkOB 

^^/ssxr^' 

t,m.x 

78,111.«S 
1.188,873.23 

2.288.00 

»e.80 

8,781.60 

Ta,tM.lS 

S,GB7,1U.18 

SW.OO 

10,OCffl.M 

wSS^rrt-iik^:::::::: 

17,181.  as 

8.808,036.12 

12,008.31 

4, 856,  WS.  11 

20LW 

«,BM.88 

z,7Bi,ao.7e 

1,  Ml,  020. 28 

4,07*.1B0.B1 

1,144,630. 80 

U1,3U.U 

«S.«I> 
1.ML81 

U,  817. 87 
888:811 

ffn).S6S.TT 

820,778.00 

886.07 

"S.S 

1,070, « 

SS 

'^S 

i,3fi».sa 

1,010.70 

■•ssg 

8.786.32 

IS1,TNI.8S 

i8,e2e.'8B 

m,<»7.Tl 

,,».» 

■*■""* 

188.088. 88 

800,  M.  40 
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1228  COHHBKCUL  BELATIOKB. 

SAMOA. 

I  traoainit  herewith  sach  flnaDcial  statemeDts  and  statistical  matter 
as  I  have  been  able  to  obtaJD,  concerning  the  revennes  of  the  Samoan 
Qovemment  and  the  mnnicipality  of  Apia,  aiao  statements  as  to  imports 
and  exports ;  tonnage,  inward  and  outward ;  and  other  matters,  a  por- 
tion of  which  may  fnrnish  valuable  and  desired  informatiGO. 

It  will  be  seen  tliat  the  exports  of  copra,  prodact  of  Samoa,  amoanted 
to  10,691,520  poands  Id  1897,  and  that  621,600  ponnds,  the  prodact  of 
other  islands,  were  also  exported  &om  this  port. 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  the  imports  from  Germany  were  of  the  valoe 
of  $83,562,  from  Great  Britain  tl3,322,  from  the  United  States  $93,415, 
while  from  Australia  and  New  Z«^and,  they  were  $157,695.  I  leani 
from  merchants  here  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  goods  from  the 
colonies,  especially  Auetralla,  are  of  American  origin.  It  is  stated  that 
all  goods  or  products  originating  east  of  California  can  be  sent  to  the 
Atlantic  seaboard,  thence  to  Sydney,  and  f^m  Sydney  1,700  miles  to 
Apia,  and  delivered  here  much  cheaper  than  they  can  be  obtained 
directly  &om  San  Francisco.  Nearly  all  the  kerosene  consamed  here 
comes  from  Sydney,  though  it  is  practically  all  of  American  prodac- 
tiou.  It  is  claimed  by  traders  that  railroad  rat«s  to  San  Francisco,  and 
water  rates  from  San  Francisco  here,  account  for  the  fact  that  Ameri- 
can goods  do  not  come  directly  &om  the  Pacific  coast. 

L.  W.  OSBOBH,  OonttU-Oenerai. 

Apia,  June  35, 1898. 

In  a  report  dated  September  30, 1898,  Mr.  Oebom  says: 
Kates  from  Ban  Francisco  to  Samoa  are  $10  per  marine  ton.  Tfais  is 
practically  prohibitory,  especially  on  light  and  bulky  goods.  In  many 
instances,  the  flreight  exceeds  the  cost  of  the  goods.  In  a  recent  con- 
versation with  a  gentlemao  representing  a  paper  factory  at  or  near 
YancoQver,  I  was  informed  that  the  rate  by  st«amer  on  that  prodoct 
from  Yancoaver  to  Sydney  is  $6  per  marine  ton,  and  that  a  marine  ton 
of  paper  equals  a  ton  in  weight. 

/mjwrif  ami  exporU  of  fort  of  Apia  for  t\t  year  ending  Deoemitr  SI,  1897. 

IMPOltTB. 

German; «SS^662 

Great  Britain 13,322 

United  Statea B3.415 

ADHtralneian  colonies: 

New  Sonth  Wales tl01,337 

Kew  Zealand 6«,ffi8 

157,696 

Fiji 3,757 

Tonga '12,642 

Other  South  Sea  lalands i,61« 

New  Britain 6H0 

Hawaii S84 

Total 339,630 

■XPOKIB. 


irope,  Azores  for  orders : 

Copra  prodnce  of  Samoa,  2,906  tons 116,240 

Copra  in  tranalt,  228J  tons t^  140 

1 

>  Inelading  oopn  in  transit,  18,760. 


POLTNEBIA:   8AHOA. 


United  States: 

Copra  produce  of  Bamoa,  1,308  tone 

Copra  In  transit,  49  tonB 

Gooda,  frnlt,  and  retmned  merohandiae  . 

Aaatralaslan  colonies: 
New  Sonth  Wales— 

Qoods  under  bond  snbjoot  to  dnttM-. 
Goods  free,  frnit,  and  mercbandise . .  - 
Copra  produoe  of  Samoa,  664  tona  ... 

New  Zealand — 

Goods  under  bond  sabjeot  to  dntlea.. 
Goods  free,  frnit,and  merobondiee... 

Other  Bontb  Sea  Islondi : 

Goods  nnder  bond  subjeot  to  dntiea 

Goods  free 


New  Britain : 
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NEW  CAIiEDONIA,' 

This  consolar  diHtrict  compriseB  Sew  Oaledonia  Island,  with  the 
Loyalty  Islaiids  to  the  east  (7,651  sqoare  miles,  population  aboat  65,000), 
Uea  or  Wallis  Island  (37  square  miles,  popalation  3,500)  to  the  north- 
east of  F^i,  and  the  Sew  Hebrides  Islands  (5,I0€  sqnare  miles,  popula- 
tion about  75,000), 

The  chief  port  and  principal  city  of  '^ew  Caledonia  is  Nonm^  with 
a  population  of  close  to  12,000  inhabitants,  nearly  all  white,  consisting 
of  French  and  English,  with  a  few  Belgians,  Germans,  Americans,  and 
other  nationalities  of  European  extrac^n. 

Koumea  being  a  seaport  town  and  of  exceptional  cleanliness  is  one 
of  the  healthiest  cities  in  the  sonthem  hemisphere.  It  1b  the  safest 
port  in  the  Pacific,  jpossessing  cabling,  coaling,  watering,  and  vict- 
naling  facilities  equal  to  those  of  any  well  equipped  haven  of  Europe. 
The  streets  are  well  laid  oat,  and  nowhere  has  maicadamization  reached 
greater  perfection  than  here. 


■  In  reply  to  olioalu'  of  Aagnat  5. 
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A  fine  stone  qnay  fronting  the  tovn  is  in  a  condition  snitable  for 
reoeiying  cargo,  both  for  loading  and  discharging.  Vessels  of  the 
greatest  draft  can  lie  alongside,  and  snitable  lighting  and  vateriog 
installations  have  been  provided. 

The  entire  length  of  the  quay,  when  completed,  will  be  2,000  fyet 
(1,000  are  now  available). 

Postal,  telegraphic,  and  telephonio  communication  is  established 
throughout  Noumea,  and  there  is  a  complete  system  of  watering  the 
town  by  means  of  conduits. 

Ad  Aostraltan  company  provides  the  city  with  coal  gas,  and  a  move- 
ment is  on  foot  to  install  electric  power. 

The  following  are  objects  of  interest  to  tourists  and  others  visiting 
liTonmea:  The  cathedral,  a  semigottiic  stooe  structure  coutatning  some 
fair  architecture,  Le  Temple  Prot«8taDt,  government  house  and  gardens, 
the  infantry  and  artillery  barracks,  the  military  hospital,  the  celebrated 
penitentiary  of  "  Sou  Island,"  La  Place  des  Gocotiers,  and  the  museum, 
containing  the  most  complete  ethnographical  collection  illnstrative  of 
the  "Neo- Caledonian"  race  extant. 


The  year  1897  was,  like  its  immediate  predecessors,  remarkable  for 
its  nonprogressive  tendency.  New  Caledonia  being  essentially  a  min- 
ing country,  the  want  of  sufficient  capital  and  the  limited  demand  for 
mineral  ores  during  the  year  were  hindrances  to  the  working  of  its  great 
mineral  wealth,  which  had  to  be  deferred,  and  naturally  had  a  depress- 
ing effect  on  trade  generally. 

I  learn  that  the  enormons  nickel  deposits  (acknowledged  to  be  the 
richest  in  the  world)  were  visited  duriug  the  year  by  eminent  mining 
engineers,  whose  reports  on  their  prospective  wealth  have  not  been 
without  result,  as  orders  for  nickel,  chrome,  fud  cobalt  ores  have  kept 
the  miuing  population  very  busy  of  late. 

French  and  English  syndicates  and  a  few  enterprising  local  mer- 
chants are,  at  the  time  of  writing,  vying  for  sapremacy  in  the  export  of 
nickel  and  chrome  ores,  and  fears  are  entertuued  that  if  the  demuid 
for  ores  coutinnes,  a  scarcity  of  labor  may  ensne. 


The  general  trade  of  New  Caledonia  was,  for  reasons  given,  of  a  not 
encouraging  nature.  Happily,  the  present  year  has  opened  well  and  a 
brisk  business  has  been  done  in  all  branches  for  the  past  six  months. 
The  steadily  rising  price  of  nickel  is  perceptibly  felt  throaghont  the 
country  and  is  certain  to  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  import  txade, 
which  is  now  flourishing.  The  total  value  of  imports  and  exports  in  1897 
was  15,724,260  francs  ($3,034,782),  thus  distributed:  Imports,  8,679,236 
francs  (Jl,675,093);  exports,  7,045,024  francs  ($1,369,689},  showing  a 
balance  in  favor  of  imports  of  1,634,212  francs  ($315,404). 

Importers  are  much  hampered  by  the  excessive  duties  levied  on 
nearly  all  goods,  but  they  manage  to  protect  themselves  by  increased 
prices. 

THPOBTS  FBOM  THB  CIHTED  STATES, 

Lumber,  consisting  mainly  of  Oregon  pine  and  spruce,  comes  almost 
exclusively  from  the  United  States,'  with  here  fmd  there  a  few  thousand 


e  generallf  made  through  hoDsM  at  London,  Bordeaux,  or  Sfd* 
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feet  of  Kaori  from  Nev  Zealand.  Lamber  ia  the  only  article  imported 
direct  from  American  porta.  Fetroleam  (no  Bassian  oil  has,  to  my 
knowledge,  ever  been  imported  here);  tobacco;  sewing  machines;  agri- 
cultural implements,  which  are  in  great  demand  and  find  a  ready 
market;  machinery;  canned  goods  and  provisions  generally  are  also 
imported  from  America.  Wheat,  which,  I  believe,  comes  from  America 
via  Australia,  could  be  imported  in  larger  quantities  if  shipped  direct. 

The  Uuited  States  hae  hitlierto  not  participated  to  any  extent  in  the 
importations  at  New  Caledonia,  owing  to  the  want  of  direct  communi- 
cation, our  only  drawback.  Many  of  onr  articles,  principally  machinery 
and  mining  tools,  are  much  appreciated  on  account  of  their  cheapness, 
workmanship,  and  finish. 

My  priucijial  endeavor  has  been  to  push  the  importation  of  our  ^roods 
iu  my  consular  district,  bot,  so  far,  my  endeavors  have  availed  Tittle, 
owing  to  the  insuperable  difficulty  above  mentioned. 

The  question  of  direct  shipping  is  therefore  of  paramount  importance 
for  the  development  of  trade  with  the  United  States. 

Vessels  may  with  facility  cover  the  distance  from  San  Francisco  to 
Noumea  within  thirty-eight  days,  iiud  if  an  understanding  be  arrived 
at  between  charterers  in  America  and  parties  here,  a  retnni  cargo  of 
ores  or  other  produce  can  be  arranged  for. 

An  important  factor  in  the  introduction  of  American  prodncte  and 
manufactures  would  be  tlie  establishment  at  If  oumea  of  a  depot  for  our 
goods,  superintended  by  a  wide-awake  agent,  who  should  ijossess  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  French  in  addition  to  general  business  ability.  If 
American  firms  could  provide  for  such  an  establishment,  the  impor- 
tation of  our  goods  could  be  considerably  increased.'  As  a  rule, 
Frenchmen  will  not  buy  an  article  without  seeing  it. 

The  terms  of  sale  are  most  liberal,  six,  nine,  and  twelve  months  being 
usually  given,  and  no  draft  is  accepted  before  the  goods  arrive. 

BXPOBTS. 

Nickel  ore. — The  exports  are  mainly  to  France,  Germany,  and  England. 

Chrome  ore. — This  is  sent  to  England,  and  thence  to  the  United 
States. 

Cobalt. — Almost  the  entire  quantity  exported  goes  to  Germany  and 
England. 

Mother-of-pearl  ahells. — Sent  chiefiy  to  France. 

Pearls,^ — Exclusively  absorbed  by  European  markets. 

Copra. — The  principal  yield  goes  to  France, (ii^^many,and  the  Austra- 
lian colonies.  > 

Coffee. — Entirely  exported  to  France. 

Other  produce,  as  indigo,  vanilla,  maize,  etc.,  is  varionaly  exported  to 
European  markets. 

Goods  shipped  to  the  United  States  are  sent,  for  lack  of  direct  facil- 
ities, via  Sydney  or  England. 

I  A  firm  in  Franoe  haa  recently  opened  a  branch  Btore  hure  for  bicycles,  and  the 
undertaking  has  BO  far  met  with  uincli  Buccees.     Why  can  not  AmericanH  do  likewise  t 

■UnaBually  large  finds  were  made  during  the  post  twelve  mouthH,  which  had  aa 
aresalt  the  formation  of  a  number  of  syndicates.  The  representativeof  one  of  these 
companies  prodnced  at  my  office  ahoat  3  kiloe  (6)  poundH)  of  pearls,  gatherings  of 
four  months.  The  entire  quantity  collected  during  QfUen  months  by  Vie  same  con- 
cern was  approximately  IH  kilos.  An  apnaratua  for  diving,  likely  to  revolutionize 
the  indnstry,  has  been  introdced  Into  the  colony.  The  Inventor,  a  Frenohm&D, 
informs  me  that  a  descent  of  200  fathoms  ( 1,200  feet)  can  be  uad«  with  it. 
O   E — VOL   1 78 
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COHUEBCIAL  RELATIONS. 


The  foUowiDfT  coantries  lead  in  the  importAtion  of  articles  specified: 

England. — OUs,  colors,  varnishes,  whiskies,  cotton  goods,  drapery,  gal- 
vanized iron^teel,  shoes, Tqlvet,  ribbons,  haberdashery,  ship  chandlery. 

France. — Wines,  brandies,  liquors,  perfiimery,  medicines,  ^ks, 
feathers,  artificial  Sowers,  boots  and  shoes,  hardware,  earthenwwe, 
canned  goods,  paper,  ink,  furniture,  carriages,  bicycles,  zinc  sheets, 
guns,  clocks,  watches,  jewelry. 

Germany, — Lamp  glasses,  toys,  musical  iustmnieiits,  tissues,  alcohol. 

IBAKSPOBTATION  FACILITIBB. 

N'oom^ft  is  coQDeot«d  with  various  parts  of  the  world  bj  three  lines  of 
ships,  rnnaing  regularly: 

The  Compagnie  des  Messageries  Maritimes  (French),  whuee  fine  boats 
call  monthly  direct  £rom  Marseilles,  touching  on  their  way  thither  at 
Colombo,  CeyloD,  Albany,  Adelaide,  Melbourne,  and  Sydney. 

The  E.  and  A.  Company  (British),  plsdng  between  Australia  and  the 
islands  of  the  Paciflr,  monthly. 

The  L.  Ballande  &  Fils  Aint^  Company  (French),  a  tramp  line  Fan- 
ning between  Newcastle,  Anstrtdia,  and  this  port. 

The  following  vessels  (steam)  belonging  to  the  Messageries  Mari- 
times, the  oldest  and  most  powerful  steamship  company  of  France,  are 
employed  in  the  New  Caledonian  service : 
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The  first  four  of  these  steamers  are  fine  ships. 

Among  the  large  number  of  sailing  vessels  calling  at  New  Caledonia, 
the  line  of  French  clippers,  averaging  4,000  tons  each,  and  represented 
by  a  local  firm,  M.  Berthelin  &  Co.,  may  be  mentioned. 

Paul  Eugbhe  Wolff, 

Commercial  Agent. 
NoUMBi,  Novemher  l,  1898. 


Value  of  trade  of  A>ip  Caledonia  for  the  gear  1897. 
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Compiu-*Uvt  labU  ^uneing  Importt  aiid  MporU,  1896-97. 
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Comparative  tabU  ihoving  imports  anil  export*,  J$96-97— Conttiin«d. 
OF  IMPOBTH  AffD  EXFOBTS— CondniMd. 
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Kmiigation  In  1S97 — Continaed. 

CUCABANCKS. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT. 

I  iDclose  Guide  de  I'fimigrant;  en  KooTelle-Cal^donie,  published  by  & 
society  knowu  here  as  "  I/Union  Oolonlale  Francaise." 

As  the  pamphlet  coDtaius  mnch  useful  and  reliable  information  oon- 
c«ming  my  consular  district,  I  recommend  the  publicatiou  of  extracts 
therefrom,  as  this  colony  appears  to  be  little  known  in  the  United 
States  and  is  even  frequently  confounded  with  the  French  penal  pos- 
sessions in  the  West  Indies. 

So  American  vessels  entered  this  port  dnring  the  quarter  ending  Sep- 
tember 3, 1898.  As  a  result  of  the  increased  demand  for  oickel  ore,  with 
which  thia  consular  district  abounds,  and  of  a  loan  of  several  milliou 
dollars  incurred  by  the  local  government  for  public  works,  a  railroad, 
wharves,  and  a  dry  dock,  a  decided  improvement  in  affairs  has  taben 
p>lace  since  the  begiuuing  of  September.  I  hope  that  these  new  condi- 
tions will  euable  me  to  introduce  numerous  articles  of  American  man- 
ufacture (the  superiority  of  which  over  foreign  articles  is  acknowledged 
throughout  this  island),  notwithstanding  an  obstinate  opposition  which 
a  section  of  the  community  here  is  bound  to  make  to  snob  introduction, 
fears  being  entertained  by  many  that  if  we  once  gain  a  footing,  Ameri- 
can goods  will  can?  everything  before  them.  This  applies  especially 
to  maohJDery,  tools,  mining  implements,  and  hardware  generally,  of 
which  considerable  quantities  are  used. 
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The  following  items  are  amoDg  articles  chiefly  employed :  Shovels, 
long  haodled  (plain  back  and  back  strap) ;  ordiDary  shovels  (plain  back 
nnd  back  Btrap);  picks,  prospectors,'  and  poll;  hammers,  striking, 
"Nevada  pattern,"  and  napping,  or  rock  breaking;  adzes,  railroad; 
axes,  long  handled  (single  bit);  hatchets  (claw). 

The  imports  of  hardware  in  general  amonnted  to  close  on  $500,000 
yearly  during  the  past  seven  years. 

It  f^quently  happens  that  mannfactnrers  send  circulars  and  other 
literature  concerning  their  goods.  These,  to  begin  vith,  if  not  in  the 
French  langaage,  are  useless  here,  and  I  wish  to  add  that,  in  my 
opinion,  such  a  mode  of  introducing  goods  is  a  failure  nine  times  oat 
of  ten. 

The  best  way  is  to  send  commercial  travelers;  failing  this,  I  would 
recommend  the  forwarding  of  samples.  .British,  French,  and  German 
houses  usually  succeed  in  introducing  their  products  from  the  atait 
by  equipping  a  well-trained  traveler  with  specimens  of  their  goods, 
which  are  effectively  placed  before  the  dealers.  Should  this  latter 
course  be  found  inoonveuient  or  impracticable  in  regard  to  N'ew  Cale- 
donia, this  agency  will  undertake  the  task  of  introducing  such  goods 
with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Paul  Euuehe  Wolff, 

Commercial  Agent. 

H0UM±i,  November  1, 1898. 


[EitncM  troia  "  Galile  de  I'^mlKrant  «a  NDUTpUeCBieilDnie."] 

New  Caledonia,  a  moantAinoue  and  picturesque  ialaud  of  the  Soiilhern  Pacific, 
249  miles  long  and  31  wide,  is  situated  itbont  250  mUes  soiitliwest  of  ihe  New 
Hebrides  anil  a  little  uver  1,000  miles  from  the  eastern  coast  of  Aaatralia.  The 
climate  iH  saliilirioae,  very  like  that  of  tlie  Bonth  of  Frsnoe,  combinioK  the  atlvan- 
ta^cB  of  Cempernte  and  trojiioal  couutriea.  ^"rom  December  U>  Marcb,  the  period  of 
the  (fteatest  uent,  the  ialana  is  liable  to  be  visited  b;  violent  wiudstonns  or  cyclones, 
often  oauaing  ereat  damage. 

The  soil,  well  watered  and  fertile,  lends  itself  readily  to  tbe  cultivation  of  most 
European  and  certain  exotic  plants,  notably  coffee.  From  March  to  November  all 
the  vegetables  of  Prance  may  be  cultivated,  and  of  potatoes  two  crops  a  year  may 
be  taken  from  the  same  ground.  The  principal  frnita  are  uranxes,  lemons,  manda- 
rins, bananas,  mHngoes,  guavaa,  peaches,  strawberrieB  and  rospberriea. 

The  population  of  New  Caledonia  is  aa  follows: 

Native 30,000 

Civil  and  military 9,000 

Penal - 11,000 

Laborers 4,000 

The  question  of  manual  labor,  alwajB  of  great  importnnce  in  an  ag^'icultural  col- 
ony, may  be  considered  aa  settled  by  (he  Introduction  of  workmen  Tiom  Java  aud 
Aiutam.  The  native  population  is  peaceable  when  treated  with  Justice  andkindnesa, 
bnt  can  not  be  depended,  upon  for  continuous  work.  Gangs  of  diacharged  convicta 
can  be  engaged  by  contract  lo  clear  the  woodlands,  at  prices  varying  (n)m  £4.60  to 
t8  per  acre. 

La  Foa,  with  about  t,000  inhabitants,  is  the  most  important  agricultural  center. 
Bourail  and  Fouembput  are  almost  exclusively  penal  suttlementB.  Hoindnn  in  a 
smiill  place,  whose  inhabitants  are  mostly  engaged  in  tbe  cultivation  of  coffee. 

The  meR:nH  of  conmiuni cation  throughout  the  island  are  elementary,  but  BuCBcieiit 
for  the  wants  of  the  colony.  The  total  lengtb  of  roads  practicable  for  wagons  is 
hardly  125  miles,  but  owing  to  the  configuration  of  the  island,  transportation  of  every 
kind  is  easily  efTected  by  water. 

There  is  a  regular  nteamboat  service  every  fifteen  days  between  tbe  chief  town  and 
the  principal  places  on  the  coast;  other  boats  make  the  tour  of  the  islands.  Besides 
the  eemlweekly  postal  service,  all  important  agricultural  centem  are  united  with 
Nonmeaby  telegraph.  Noumea  and  its  environs  have  a  telephone  service.  There  is 
alMt  cable  communication  with  France  and  the  United  States  at  $2.50  per  word. 
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To  emigraute  with  small  oajiitul  deBiroos  of  eDSBgmg  in  ftgricaltnre,  the  Union 
Coloniale  Fraiii;aiae  offers  spHCial  indueemenU,  bucE  &h  free  tronaportatioii,  cTanto  of 
land,  etc.  It  would  aeem,  however,  that  the  baais  of  all  agricoltoral  cnltivatioD 
muat  be  cofTeo.  The  extent  of  land  enitable  for  coffee  plantations  is  estimateil  at 
494.200  acres,  and  about  1,000  plants  can  be  planted  to  the  acre.  Theaetual  prodnc- 
tion  U  still  restricted.  The  iollowini;  fignrea,  taken  from  the  cnstoms  statiaties, 
show  the  increase  in  exportation  for  three  years: 


Yeu. 

QoMtlty. 

VUne. 

ffiS 

•IT.OIT 

At  the  same  time  there  w 

ere  imported : 

Y-,. 

QnaaWty. 

Tata. 

•S.MS 

The  ijuality  of  the  New  Caledonian  coffee  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired;  it  is  not 
inferior  to  that  of  R^nnioQ  or  of  the  Antilles.  The  market  prloe  varios  from  24  to  2S 
cents  a  pound,  which  is  retunnerBtiTe  to  a  landowner  with  a  plantation  in  Aill  bear- 
ing. There  is  alivnys  a  market  at  Noumea,  and  certain  houses  even  send  ogenta  to 
the  plantations  to  buy  thn  coifcte  at  the  harvest  time.  Contrary  to  the  expetienoeof 
most  coffee-producin;;  countries,  the  coffee  plant  of  New  Caledonia  is  subject  to  n« 
maladies,  and  even  the  grssshoppers  do  not  attack  it.  It  Is  only  neoeasaiy  to  pro- 
tect the  plants  from  the  burning  sun. 

After  having  tried  various  native  shrubs,  planters  have  adopted  the  Acaoia  Leb- 
beck,  which  grows  rapidij  and  has  the  further  advantage  that  at  the  hloasoiDing 
time  of  the  coffee  plant  its  leaves  fall,  so  that  nothing  prevpnta  the  raya  of  the  Ban 
it«m  reaching  the  plant.  The  fallen  leaves  ftimish  an  excellent  manure.  Under 
these  trees,  the  soil  deoiaads  little  or  no  cnltiration,  an  annual  weeding  being  anffl- 
cient  to  keep  a  plantation  in  perfect  ruudition,  Dnring  the  first  and  aecond  years 
maize,  tobacco,  and  beans  ma;  be  cultivated  between  the  rows  of  coffee  placts,  but 
after  that  time  it  is  better  not  to  make  any  secondary  onltivation. 

Tobacco  is  successful;  grown  in  all  the  agricultural  centers.  In  favorable  yoora, 
two  to  three  harvesti  are  made  from  the  same  stalk.  An  acre  of  ground  yields  ftom 
1,500  to  2,000  pounds,  which  sells,  according  to  quality,  for  6^  to  !>  cents  per  ponnd. 

Both  indigo  and  cotton  are  indigenouB,  and  can  be  cultivated  with  the  greateat 
facility. 

The  different  varieties  of  rocoannt  trees  found  on  the  island  have  been  planted 
by  the  natives.     These  trees  commence  yield'  "  """     '" 

onnnaliv  50  to  80  nuts.     The  kernels,  dried  ii 
to  142  a  ton. 

Maize,  rice,  and  all  cereals  con  be  cultivated,  but  on  account  of  the  ravagvs  of  the 
grasshoppers  the  harvests,  can  not  be  depended  upon. 

The  following  figures  will  give  an  idea  of  the  price  of  different  agricnltnraJ  tools 
in  New  Caledonia :  Plows,  iron,  $27  to  (58 ;  plows,  wood,  $16  to  $1S ;  harrows,  «».60 
to  912.50;  ox  carta, $TT  to  »»5 1  wheelbarrows,  «3,40  to  $1.80;  spades,  with  handles, 96 
cents;  hoes,  53  to  86  cents;  shovels,  77  cents;  pickaxes,  77  to  86  cents;  axea,with 
has  dies,  $1.54 :  hatchets.  77  cents;  saws,  96  cents.  Prices  of  prpvisione  areas  followa, 
per  kilo  (2.2(M6  pounds) :  Bread,  8  to  10  cents;  fresh  meat.  14  to  24  cents;  salted 
meat,  15  to  19  cents;  dry  beans,  9  to  14  cents;  potatoes,  3  to  i  cents;  white  sngar,  19 
to  24  cents;  btown  sugar,  12  to  14  cents;  green  coffee,  53  oeute:  tea,  68  to  96  cents; 
wine,  ordinary,  15  to  19  cents  the  liter  (1.06  quarts) ;  petrolenm,  7  to  9  oanta  a  liter. 
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SOCIETY  ISLANDS. 

Ab  canal,  tbe  UQited  States  heads  the  list  of  both  imports  and 
exports  in  1897,  showing  that  the  bulk  of  the  trade  is  still  ours,  not- 
withstanding the  Htrong  efforts  made  by  the  Anstralian  colonies,  and 
mot-e  particularly  by  Xew  Zealand,  to  secure  a  share,  efforts  which 
have  met  with  a  certain  measure  of  success,  owing  to  the  excellent 
transportation  facilities  provided  by  the  latter  country.  Australian 
trade  with  this  colony  is  next  to  that  of  the  United  States  in  value, 
and  ttie  two  combined  absorb  more  than  one  half  of  the  entire  trade. 

The  commerce  of  New  Zealand  with  this  colony  has  steadily  grown, 
showing  daring  1897  an  increase  over  1896  of  157,828,  while  that  of 
tlie  United  States  is  969,624.  The  increase  of  imports  from  New  Zea- 
land is  only  $11,796  less  than  that  from  the  United  States.  I  would 
remark  that  a  certain  amount  of  this  increase  is  due  to  the  enterprise 
of  Sydney  and  Meltjourue  merchants. 

The  United  States  has  so  long  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the  trade  of 
these  islands  that  the  merchants  of  San  Francisco,  more  particularly, 
have  become  apathetic,  and  do  not  show  the  energy  displayed  by  our 
British  and  colonial  cousins,  who  more  than  ten  years  ago  subsidized 
a  steamship  line,  to  which  in  a  great  measure  the  increased  trade  is  to 
be  attributed.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  proposed  communica- 
tion offered  by  the  Polynesian  Steamship  Company  between  San  Fran- 
cisco, Honolula,  and  Tahiti  will  give  the  necessary  Impetas  to  oar  com- 
merce. 


The  increase  of  this  year's  imports  is  due  to  a  great  extent  to  the 
expectation  of  a  brisk  trade  in  produce,  such  as  mother-of-pe^rl  shells, 
vanilla,  and  copra,  expectations,  unfortunately,  which  were  not  realized. 

Copra. — The  export  of  this  article  has  decreased  by  9U0  tons,  of  a  net 
value  of  $36,000,  owing  to  the  ravages  of  the  cocoauut  blight  in  this 
and  the  Paomotu  group;  also  to  the  fa<^^t  that  in  some  of  the  latter 
islands,  the  natives  preferred  to  dive  for  shells  rather  than  make  copra. 

Mother-of-pearl  shell. — There  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  output  of 
this  valuable  article  of  export,  notwithstanding  the  high  prices  ruling 
for  the  black-edged  Tahiti  shell  in  the  European  and  other  markets. 
Precautionary  measures  have  been  taken  by  local -authorities  to  prevent 
the  destruction  of  these  valuable  fisheries,  only  so  many  lagoons  being 
declared  open  for  diving.  In  the  year  1897,  these  were  not  as  prolific 
as  in  the  year  1896,  when  one  of  the- most  productive  lagoons  (Hikiera) 
was  open.  The  laok  of  good  shell  islands  caused  a  deficit  of  some  140 
tons,  valued  at  $10,000. 

The  exportation  of  this  article  is  not  likely  to  show  an  increase  unless 
similar  lagoons  are  opened  before  the  beginning  of  the  diving  season, 
in  October,  1899,  when,  no  doubt,  a  marked  increase  will  be  shown. 

Vanilla. — This  article  has  shown  a  rapid  increase,  both  in  value  and 
quantity,  owing  to  the  partial  failure  of  the  crops  at  Bonrbon  and 
Seychelles.  The  increase  in  export  was  16,600  pounds,  or  $95,000.  The 
])rices  ruling,  however,  can  not  be  sustained,  because  of  the  large 
acreage  planted,  and  the  careless  manner  of  picking  and  preparing  the 
beans.  -There  is  a  great  lack  of  knowledge  as  to  proper  preparation  of 
the  beans,  so  that  the  essential  oil  shall  not  exude  through  the  skin. 
With  improved  methods,  the  value  will  be  materially  enhanced.  More 
than  two-tbirds  of  the  crop  finds  its  way  to  the  San  Francisco  market. 
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Preserved  meats.— During  the  past  year,  the  Australian  meats  have 
almost  entirely  superseded  those  troia  Chicago  and  other  places,  owing 
to  the  superiority  of  the  goods.  The  merchants  iu  the  United  Statett 
imagine  anything  good  enough  for  these  islands,  and  it  is  owing  greatly 
to  this  spirit  that  they  are  likely  to  lose  some  of  their  trade  in  the  Pa- 
cific. There  is  no  more  particular  buyer  than  the  native  here;  for 
instance,  Sev  Zealand  soap  of  a  certain  grade  is  much  superior  to  the 
San  Francisco  article,  and  yet  in  spite  of  its  higher  price,  it  is  soaght 
after  by  many  natives  who  have  found  out  its  cleansing  properties. 
Sew  Zealand  can  not  compete  in  cheap  soaps,  owing  to  the  high  price 
of  resin  in  the  colonies. 

Dry  goods. — A  large  proportion  of  this  trade  is  stilt  held  by  the 
United  States,  i.  e.,  in  denims,  drills,  narrow  prints,  muslins,  white 
calicoes,  etc.  San  I<  rancisco  merchants  act  as  middlemen  between  the 
manufacturer  and  the  island  trader,  and  keep  prices  up  accordingly. 
There  would  appear  to  be  an  opportunity  to  increase  the  consumption 
of  these  goods  by  more  direct  communioatioo  between  the  manuEac- 
tiirer  and  the  island  merchants. 

TVme.— The  California  article  has  rapidly  gained  a  good  reputation, 
and  has  superseded  wines  from  France  in  a  marked  manner. 

Sugar. — It  seems  incredible  that  this  island,  the  home  of  the  cane, 
does  not  produce  enough  for  its  own  consumption,  notwithstanding  the 
production  is  protected  by  a  duty  of  0,2d  centimes  per  kilogram,  equal 
to  about  til  gold  per  ton.  Coffee  grows  wild  almost  wicbin  a  few  feet 
of  the  salt  water,  but  on  tbia  there  is  no  protective  duty. 

CUBBEKCY. 

The  money  in  circulation  is  almost  entirdy  Chilean  and  Peruvian ; 
the  French  franc,  however,  is  the  coin  recognized  by  the  authorities, 
and  all  duties  and  taxes  must  be  paid  in  niat  currency.  Exchange 
does  not  fluctuate  to  any  great  extent  now,  the  peso  or  sol  having  its 
intrinsic  value  in  silver  of  4'2  cents  gold.  Most  of  the  houses  here 
render  their  accounts  in  French  money,  but  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
that  coin,  accept  the  equivalant  in  Cbileaa  pesos  or  Peruvian  soles. 
Freights  and  passages  are  payable  invariably  in  French  coin  or  notes 
of  the  CaisBc  Agricole,  which  are  guaranteed  by  the  authorities. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  in  my  opinion,  a  large  Held  is  open  in 
these  islands  for  American  capital,  energy,  and  enterprise  as  soon  as 
steam  communication  and  the  cable  shorten  the  distance. 

Although  no  doubt  an  influx  of  foreign  capital  would  he  looked 
upon  with  a  jealous  eye  by  French  and  other  industrials,  the  local 
government  would  regard  the  introduction  of  capital  with  a  favorable 
eye,  and  do  its  utmost  to  aid  any  efforts  to  animate  this  so-called 
"Sleepy  Hollow,"  where  nature  has  done  fo  much  and  man  so  little; 
where  all  tropical  and  semi-tropical  ftnita  and  products  grow  iu  such 
profusion. 

A  few  years  ago,  a  savant  brought  to  this  island  a  great  number  of 
trees,  shrubs,  and  plants,  useful  and  ornamental.  These  can  be  found 
growing  to-day  under  great  disadvantages  in  a  soil  not  suit«d  to  all  of 
the  trees,  and  not  properly  planted ;  yet  one  and  all  have  thriven,  mauy 
better  even  than  in  the  countries  whence  they  were  brought  The 
drawbacks  here  are  lack  of  suitable  labor  (which  coold  be  imported 
with  the  aid  of  the  Goverment)  and  of  capital,  which,  if  jadJcionsly 
expended,  would  without  doubt  give  good  return. 
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This  is  one  of  the  finest  semi-tropical  climates  in  the  world,  the  sea 
breeze  rendering  it  comparatively  cool  in  tbe  hot  season,  which  is  from 
November  to  the  end  of  March. 

HOTXLS,   BOADS,  ETC. 

There  is  no  reason  why  the  passenger  traffic  should  not  increase  to 
an  enormous  extent  as  soon  as'  proper  hotels  and  accommodations  for 
the  traveling  public  are  provided.  At  present,  no  suitable  establish- 
ments  exist,  at  any  rate  not  as  Americans  UDdarBtaad  them.  The  roads 
are  excellent;  much  better  than  those  of  California.  A  good  cyclist  can 
easily  make  60  miles  a  day. 

POPUJ^AXION. 

The  native  iubabitaots  are  independent,  possess  good  honsea, 
wagons,  boats,  sewing  machines,  and  bicycles.  Poverty  among  them 
is  unknown.  I  can  not  say  they  are  fond  of  hard  work,  but  they  are 
equal  to  it  when  they  find  it  necessary ;  they  work  for  the  foreigner  only 
if  it  pleases  them.  The  task  of  obtaining  feiis,  or  mountain  plantains, 
reQuires  great  strength  and  endurance,  and  is  performed  once  a  week. 

The  actual  labor  available  here  consists  almost  entirely  of  natives 
of  the  Oook  Group,  and  other  islands  under  British  protection.  An 
ordinary  day  laborer  receives  &om  $1.50  to  $2,  Ohileao  coin  (63  to  84 
cents  gold).  Domestic  servants  are  difficult  to  obtain,  aud  wages  ran 
from  t25  to  $45,  Chilean  (C10.50  to  $18.90  gold),  per  mouth,  with  board. 

Harbor  is  excellent,  easy  of  ingress  and  egress  at  all  times.  The 
steamer  of  the  Union  Steamship  Company  of  S^ew  Zealand,  plying 
between  this  port  and  N'ew  Zealand,  frequently  enters  the  port  at 
night,  although  tbe  lights  are  by  no  means  bright. 

Jno.  Habt,  Yice-ConauL 

Tahiti,  October  lo.  1898. 
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